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UNITED NATIONS: UN
Secre-
tary-General
Antonio Gu-
terres  has
called for an
independent
investigation into the killing
of over 400 civilians in a
Ukrainian city. “I am deep-
ly shocked by the images
of civilians killed in Bucha,
Ukraine,” he said in a tersely
worded statement issued on
Sunday evening. It was also
posted on his official Twitter
account. “It is essential that
an independent investigation
leads to effective accounta-
bility.” Osnat Lubrani, UN
Humanitarian Coordinator
for Ukraine, shared the
statement on Twitter.

NSA Moeed

Yusuf
resigns

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Amid politi-
cal turmoil
in the coun-
try, National
Security Ad-
viser (NSA)
Moeed Yusuf
re51gned from his position.
“Today, I leave extremely
satisfied and content, most
of all because I know that
the NSA’s office and the
NSD are vibrant institu-
tions with an exceptional
team that will continue
to make Pakistan proud,”
Moeed wrote on his official
Twitter handle. He thanked
Prime  Minister Imran
Khan for trusting him with
the immense responsibil-
ity and allowing him to do
justice to his role as the
NSA. “Few individuals are
fortunate enough to get an
opportunity to serve their
country in a high office.

PTI workers
stand with
Imran Khan

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Prominent leader
of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-
Insaf  (PTI)
Dr  Yasmin
| Rashid  on
. Monday said
that commltted PTI workers
would stand with Imran Khan
till their last breath. In a state-
ment issued here, she said
that only a leader of Imran
Khan’s stature could steer
Pakistan out of the challeng-
es the country faced today.
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Dy Speaker's conduct

SC mulls

legality of
the ruling

CJP says cannot issue an order without
listening to arguments from both sides

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

PTI proposes

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Mon-

day adjourned the hearing and ignored a
plea by PPP’s counsel seeking the forma-
tion of a full court to hear the suo motu
case pertaining to the ruling issued by the
National Assembly deputy speaker which
dismissed the no-confidence motion against
Prime Minister Imran Khan. Chief Justice
of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial asked PPP
counsel Farooq H Naek to present his for-
mulations and if it would be appropriate,
then the court would consider his plea re-

garding the formation of a full court.

The chief justice also asked Naek that if he
has no confidence in them, then they may rise
from the bench. However, Naek said that he

has full confidence on the bench.

SHusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD:
Core Committee
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mmlster Fawad Chaudhry said Monday.

ex-CJP Gulzar
as caretaker PM

The

PTI has proposed the
" | name of former chief
justice Gulzar Ahmed

as the caretaker .
prime minister, ex-in- wan tS Ccor dI a]
formation and law re ] E] tIO s WI th

o
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I‘SLAMABAD Governor Pun_]ab Umar Sarfraz Cheema calls on PM Imran Khan. — DNA

Elections on

demand of
opp. parties:
Imran Khan

The PM says
he is not anti-
American;

of

CJP Bandial also raised the question of the
joint opposition leaders’ absence from the par-
liamentary committee briefing on the alleged
foreign conspiracy and further questioned the
significance and relevance of the parliamenta-
ry committee meeting and its relevance in the
matter. Justice Bandial further asked them re-
garding the ambit of Article 69 of the Constitu-
tion, which states that parliament proceedings
could not be challenged in any court of law.

The proposal of Gulzar — who laid down
his robes on February 1, 2022 — comes
after President Arif Alvi had sent let-
ters to Prime Minister Imran Khan and
Leader of the Opposition in the National
Assembly Shahbaz Sharif to seek sugges-
tions for the appointment of a caretaker
prime minister. In case the two politicians
can’t reach a consensus over one name
within three days, each one of them will

all countrzes

ISLAMABAD: PML-N
President
lashed out at Prime
Minister Imran Khan
for imposing ‘civilian
martial law’

As it adjourned the case, the top court said

Continued on Page 06
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Biden: Putin should
face war crimes trial

Joe Biden, however, stopped short of
calling the actions genocide

Y

Russia denies

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has said
the elections have been an-
nounced on the demand of
the opposition parties.

Responding to telephone
calls by Pakistanis on Mon-
day, he said the opposition
parties had been criticizing
the performance of the gov-
ernment over the last three
and a half years and now
the question is why have

country, terming his
move “unconstitution-
al”.Addressing a press
conference, flanked by “5
PPP Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari and
JULF leader Asad Mehmood, MQM-P Con-
vener Khalid Magbool Siddiqui, BNP-M Chief
Akhtar Mengal and others, he said that PM
Imran Khan, along with his party members,
have blatantly challenged the Constitution of
Pakistan. “April 3 will be remembered as a
black day in the history of Pakistan,” he said,

PM imposed

‘civilian martial

law’; Shahbaz

Suusaatr Hamza

Monday

in the
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Continued on Page 06

“April 3 will be remembered as a black
day in the history of Pakistan,” he says

Unconstitutional
~y game played: Fazl

Kuayam ABBasI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Democratic Move-

ment (PDM) chief Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man on Monday said Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan has played an unconstitutional
game to come into power so the apex court
should declare the ruling of the Deputy
Speaker null and void. According to a pri-
vate news channel, Maulana Fazlur Rehman
addressed a press conference in Islamabad
on Monday and said Imran Khan cannot
be a hero with one letter. Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said it was the no-confidence
motion that pushed Imran Khan towards

Continued on Page 06
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killing Bucha

they gone to the Supreme
Court when their demand
has been accepted and the

IMF to ‘continue its

NEews DESK

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden on
Monday called for war crimes trial against
Russia President Vladimir Putin and said he’d
seek more sanctions after reported atroci-
ties in Ukraine. “You saw what happened in
Bucha,” Biden said. He added that Putin “is
a war criminal” Biden’s comments to report-
ers came after Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy visited Bucha, one of the towns
surrounding Kyiv where Ukrainian officials
say the bodies of civilians have been found.

Continued on Page 06

civilians

NEews DESK

MOSCOW: The Kremlin has categori-
cally rejected accusations that Russian

forces were responsible for Kkilling

vilians in Bucha, suggesting images of
corpses lining the streets were “fakes”.
Ukrainian authorities said they were in-
vestigating possible war crimes, while
Western leaders erupted in outrage | to
over the deaths. Speaking to report-
ers on Monday, Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said the facts and chro-
nology of the events in Bucha did not

Continued on Page 06

assembly dissolved.

The Prime Minister said
the opposition parties want
government only to abolish
NAB and their corruption
cases. He said they want
to manage polls by making
changes at different levels
including the bureaucracy.
Responding to a query,
the Prime Minister said
Pakistan cannot progress
unless such people come
the parliament who
think of the country. He

ci-

Fund will engag

WASHINGTON:
etary Fund (IMF) on Monday said it will
continue to support Pakistan “once a new
government is formed” in the country.

DNA

The International Mon-

said party tickets for the
elections will be awarded
after careful consideration
and that he will personally
interview the candidates.

The statement from the Washington-based
crisis lender comes amid political chaos
in the country, especially in the aftermath
of President Dr Arif Alvi’s dissolution of
the National Assembly following the dis-

support to Pakistan’

e in policies to

“promote macroeconomic stability

missal of the no-confidence against Prime
Minister Imran Khan the same day. Ac-
cording to the IMF-Pakistan spokesper-
son, the Fund will engage in policies to
“promote macroeconomic stability, and
enquire about intentions vis-a-vis pro-
gramme engagement”. The statement
clarified that there was no concept of sus-
pension within the IMF programmes. The
IMF had expressed its reservations over

Continued on Page 06

The brewing constitutional crisis: wayforward

While the PTI leaders continue to celebrate their victory after creating a constitutional crisis, the opposition
parties have rejected President’s invitation to be part of process of picking up the caretaker set up

Comment

ANsAR M BHATTI

' ISLAMABAD:
Deputy  Speaker
National Assembly
Qasim Suri, who
happened to be
the deputy speaker
by virtue of a stay
order of the court,
prima facie acted ‘unlawfully’ by allowing
the motion tabled by the former law min-
ister Fawad Chaudhry and consequently
passing a controversial ruling in which
he outright rejected the lawful no-trust
motion of the Opposition parties. This
was the surprise Prime Minister Imran
Khan had hinted at during his pre-vote
meeting with the party leaders. The le-
gal fraternity especially has expressed
dismay over what it called the ‘uncon-
stitutional’ step of the deputy speaker.
There is also no dearth of experts who
believe the deputy speaker had every
right to pass this ruling, saying the con-

stitution empowered him to do so. They
are of the view that parliamentary pro-
ceedings and ruling given by the speaker
cannot be challenged in any court of law.
Well said, but only those rulings cannot
be challenged that are given as per the
law. If the speaker oversteps his mandate
and ignores law while passing a ruling,
he ostensibly is liable to be proceeded
against. Secondly, under Rule 28 of the
National Assembly rules only the Speak-
er is authorized to pass any ruling. That
is the point discussed in length by the
apex court during its April 4 hearing. And
even the speaker could not do so because
a no-trust motion was already submitted
against him. This particular aspect will
now be mulled in the apex court.

While the PTI leaders continue to cel-
ebrate their victory after creating a
constitutional crisis in the country, the
opposition parties have rejected the
President of Pakistan’s invitation to be
part of the process of picking up the
caretaker set up. During their news con-
ference on April 4, they made it clear
that they would not become part of any

such exercise since they strongly believe
that the prime minister and the presi-
dent acted ‘illegally’.

It is quite strange why the prime minis-
ter and his cohorts are celebrating the
dissolution of assembly. It should have
been in fact a matter of concern for
them that another elected government
has not been allowed to complete its
term of five years. If Imran Khan'’s con-
tention that the international conspiracy
was hatched to get him removed is con-
sidered genuine, then the conspiracy un-
doubtedly stands successful. If this case,
full marks have to be given to the hatch-
ers of this conspiracy that got him (Im-
ran) out of power with such an ease. So
much so, Imran Khan and his cronies are
made to market this ouster as their great
success. What a move by the planners!!
It is now evident that the PTI govern-
ment and the Establishment were poles
apart particularly on international is-
sues such as Ukraine, relations with the
US and China. Imran Khan during his
speech delivered on the first day of the
security dialogue persistently defended

his visit to Russia. Similarly, he once
again took the United States to the task.
The very next day Chief of the Army
Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa called
the Russian action in Ukraine an inva-
sion and vowed to have stronger friendly
relations with the super power. The Im-
ran Khan government never said a single
word about the Russian invasion despite
the fact that various internal factors in-
cluding the general public; think-tank,
intelligentsia, wanted him to come up
with a clear stand on the issue. To have
friendly relations with the neighboring
countries indeed is a solemn endeavour,
which must be supported and welcomed;
nevertheless such efforts need not be
made in isolation.

If the court upholds dissolution of the
national assembly as valid, then elec-
tions will have to be held within 90 days.
The PTI has already started the election
campaign. Imran Khan again appeared
on the national hook-up on Monday and
appealed to the people to join him in a
rally at the D Chowk against what he
called the corrupt parties of the country.

According to law, he has ceased to exist
as the prime minister and his role now
is only of a caretaker who will hand over
power to the interim prime minister and
then depart. But he is still acting as the
full fledge prime minister utilizing all
govt resources, which, as a temporary
PM he perhaps cannot.

The Supreme Court is likely to give a
short order today or tomorrow. The op-
position lawyers were asking for a verdict
even yesterday but the court said it has
to hear all before reaching a conclusion.
Summing up, the act of the dissolution
of the national assembly is based on the
so-called conspiracy hatched by the US
and as a result the entire government
had to go home. But intriguingly no po-
tential protest was lodged with America.
A soft-worded demarche was handed
over to the US diplomat and that is it.
If it were a conspiracy of such a gigan-
tic scale, then the first thing, which Pa-
kistan would have done, was to declare
the US envoy as persona non grata. In
fact, someone asked this question to the
prime minister but he had no answer.
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TDAP to finalise annual
business plan

IsuraqQ MuGgHAL

FAISALABAD: The Trade
Development Authority
of Pakistan (TDAP) will fi-
nalize its Annual Business
Plan in consultation with
the Faisalabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) to make it progres-
sive and result oriented,
said Rana Shahzad Ahmad
Khan, Director General
TDAP Punjab.

In a meeting with Presi-
dent FCCI, Mr. Atif Munir
Sheikh, he discussed in de-
tail the inherent potential
of Faisalabad and said that
a comprehensive strategy
would be evolved for the
diversification of exports
from this city in addition
to exploiting the available
export opportunities in tra-
ditional and non-traditional
sectors. Acknowledging
the industrial, commercial,
business and export edge
of this vibrant city, he said
that we must involve FCCI
and other local trade bodies
to give a boost to the export
from this city. He said that
we should change our strat-
egy and discuss its activities

that may have local, region-
al, national or international
dimensions. He said that
TDAP will organize a trade
and investment conference
and potential buyers from
all over the world would be
invited to participate in it.
He mentioned the African
model and said that TDAP
had organized a made in Pa-
kistan exhibition in Africa
but its focus was on to show-
case engineering products.

He said that TEXPO would
be organized in Karachi dur-
ing the month of August. “It
is a regular feature but we
intend to club it with other
non-traditional items so that
a wide range of exportable
surplus could be showcased
during this event”, he said
and added that trade of-
ficers have been posted in
different potential markets
and we must involve them
to penetrate in these coun-
tries for sustained exports.

He also stressed the need to
explore non-traditional mar-
kets to expand our export
portfolio. He said that webi-
nars and online conferences
could also be arranged to
give much needed aware-
ness to the young start-ups

about the emerging trends
and market potentials.

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh Pres-
ident FCCI said that he was
seriously working to trans-
form Faisalabad from textile
to a multidimensional export
city by encouraging other
segments of the economy.
He particularly mentioned
the Information Technology
(IT) sector and said that it
has recorded a robust growth
of 47% and we must focus
on it as there is no dearth
of talented IT experts. He
particularly mentioned the
successful Pakistan Econom-
ic Conference (PEC) organ-
ized by the FCCI and said
that the Prime Minister was
to address its concluding
session but due to political
instability, it was deferred.
He said that we have pre-
pared 2-page recommen-
dations on the economy
exclusively for the Prime
Minister. He also men-
tioned the new industrial
estates being developed to
attract maximum FDI with
technology transfer. He said
that 65 foreign companies
have already established
their units while many more
are in the pipeline.

ZA Bhutto was executed
by judicial murder: Marri

ISLAMABAD: Central Information Secretary of PPP-P and member of the National
Assembly Shazia Atta Marri has said that former Prime Minister of Pakistan Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was executed on today’s date by a judicial murder and after so
many years later, judiciary finally accepted that Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto’s martyrdom was a
judicial murder. Ms Marri said, today the Supreme Court has the opportunity to take
decision in the favor of democracy.
This she said in the commemoration of the 43rd death anniversary of former prime
Minister and founder of PPP Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto hereon today. She said that
those who are celebrating after suspending the Constitution of Pakistan will be failed
like they had faced failure before. Ms Marri added that Selected Imran Khan has made
the country a “Banana Republic” while the state is based on the constitution of Paki-
stan and Imran Khan had dropped a bomb on the constitution while Deputy Speaker
Qasim Suri was used as a suicide bomber.
She said that selected Imran Khan had couped on the parliament by seeing his clear
defeat ahead of no confidence motion. General elections could not be held tomorrow or
the day after tomorrow by violating the constitution of the country. She further said that
effective measures are required to be taken to stop the violation of the Constitution.
Imran Khan made people cries by skyrocketing inflation, poverty, unemployment and
anti-people policies. She said that the selected Prime Minister, who has increased
highest inflation and poverty in the country run away without facing no confidence
motion in the National Assembly and President Arif Alvi has been deviating from the
constitution which comes under category of treason. - DNA

Over 8.19 million people
vaccinated in Faisalabad

To facilitate
the people
these centers
had been
established in
various areas
of the city

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Over 8.19
million (8,191,441) people
have so far been vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 in the
district. District Health Of-

ficer Dr Ataul Mun'im said
on Monday that 4,609,780
citizens were injected first
dose while 3,500,733 were
administered the second
dose of vaccine.

He further said that
39,850 health workers
were also given first dose
while 41,078 received the
second dose of vaccine. He
said that sufficient stock of
coronavirus vaccine was
available in the district.
He said that 37 vaccination
centers and 20 mobile vac-
cination camps were oper-
ational in Faisalabad where
registered people were be-
ing vaccinated.

In order to facilitate the

people these centers had
been established in various
areas of the city including
Allied Hospital, District
Headquarters Hospital,
Government General Hos-
pital, Faisalabad Institute
of Cardiology, Government
General Hospital Samana-
bad, Children Hospital,
Sports Complex Samana-
bad, Tehsil Headquarters
Hospital Jaranwala, Sam-
undri, Tandlianwala, Chak
Jhumra, Sports Complex
Chak Jhumrah, Sports
Complex Jaranwala, Gov-
ernment General Hospi-
tal Chak 224/R-B, New
Building RHC Khurrian-
wala, New Building THQ

Economic
reforms,

need of
the hour

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy
Secretary Information of
PML-Q Khawaja Rameez
Hassan said in a press re-
lease that the world is busy
expending its energies in
the field of economy and
technology whereas for 70
years we have preferred
only power game.

He said that if there is a
state then there will be
politics. Powers around the
world are now active in the
economic arena, while in
Pakistan the rich are richer
and the poor are forced to
live below the poverty line.

The biggest need at the mo-
ment is to present a charter
of solutions based on eco-
nomic reforms and emergen-
cies He said that the main
reason for development in
developed countries is the
rule of law and constitution
while in Pakistan law is
the legacy of the powerful.
There is no shortage of tal-
ent in Pakistan but a special
class of talented people is
being walled off. He said that
the secret of national devel-
opment lies in observance of
law and constitution.

5 women
among 6
abducted in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Six persons
including five women were
abducted from various parts
of Faisalabad during the past
12 hours. According to police
spokesman, one Dolat Khan
and his accomplices seduced
a girl Aneela Mukhtar and
abducted her from Nawaz
Park Raza Abad. Also, anoth-
er man Ali kidnapped a girl
Rukhsana from Johar Colony.
Similarly, Jameel and his ac-
complices kidnapped a girl
Naila alias Billo from Mu-
hammad Ali Town whereas
Nadeem and his accomplices
abducted a married girl Iqra
from Chak No 74-JB. - APP

Sammundri, New Building
THQ Tandlianwala, Social
Security Hospital Madina
Town, Wapda Hospital, Ru-
ral Health Centers Mureed
Wala, Chak 174-JB, Chak
134JB, Chak 229/R-B,
Chak 65-GB, RHC Lundian-
wala Jaranwala, RHC Khur-
rianwala Jaranwala, Pindi
Sheikh Musa, Kanjwani,
Mamukanjan, RHC Chak
400-GB, RHC Chak 153/R-
B, RHC Chak 374-GB and
Chak 469-GB, he added.
He further said that timing
of these vaccination centers
was 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. except
Sports Complex Samanabad
center which would remain
open round the clock.

Yiwu-Karachi
workshop opens

new doors of co-op

DNA

KARACHI: Yiwu-Karachi
Workshop themed “Building
the China-Pakistan Trade
Corridor by Concerted Ef-
forts of Governments and
Business Sectors” was suc-
cessfully held via video link.
This event was jointly organ-
ized by Yiwu Municipal Peo-
ple’s Government and the
Trade Development Author-
ity of Pakistan(TDAP), and
co-hosted by Foreign Affairs
Office of Yiwu Municipal
People’s Government and
Yiwu Bureau of Commerce.
It aimed to promote key ex-
changes between Yiwu and
Karachi, Pakistan's largest
city and important port,
build a bridge for deepening
cooperation between en-
terprises from both sides,
facilitate trade exchanges
between small, medium and
micro market players, and
help implement the results
of the China-Pakistan Joint

BV e SN

Statement. Mr. Li Bijian,
Consul General of China
in Karachi, Mr.Ye Bangrui,
Mayor of Yiwu City, Mr.
Wang Wei, Deputy Mayor of
Yiwu City, Mr. Arif Ahmed
Khan, Chief Executive of
TDAP, Mr. Hussain Haider,
Consul General of Pakistan
in Shanghai, Mr. Irfan Igbal,
President of the Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI), Mr. Muhammad
Idrees, President of Karachi
Chamber of Commerce&
Industry(KCCI) and others
attended this event online.
Representatives from the
governments, chambers
of commerce and enter-
prises of both sides joined
the meeting and conduct-
ed in-depth exchanges.
Mr. Li Bijian, Consul Gen-
eral of China in Karachi,
said that there are close
economic ties and huge
development potential be-
tween Yiwu and Karachi.
He hoped to further en-

“hEHSRT HAEBER"

“Building the China-Pakistan Trade Corridor

by Concerted Efforts of Governments and Business Sectors”

Yiwu — Karachi Workshop
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Hostod by: Yiwu Munl ple’ s Gowernment
Pakistan Tra *
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hance mutual trade ex-
changes, promote trade
balance, improve trade
quality, and introduce more
high-quality Pakistani prod-
ucts to enter China through
Yiwu market.

Meanwhile, bilateral in-
vestment needs to be in-
creased, and Chinese en-
terprises are welcome to
make the best use of Paki-
stan's favorable policies to
invest in Pakistan and cre-
ate more employment op-
portunities for the young-
er generation of Pakistan.
He also proposed that the
trade representatives of
the two sides would deep-
en policy communication,
strengthen exchanges and
cooperation, and jointly
cope with the opportuni-
ties and challenges in the
post-covid era. Mr. Hussain
Haider, Consul General of
Pakistan in Shanghai, said,
Yiwu-Karachi Workshop is
a manifestation of the com-
mitment of the two coun-

|

tries, particularly the two
cities, to shore up their bi-
lateral trade and investment
relations. He was confident
that the Karachi-based busi-
nesses would enter into mu-
tually beneficial cooperative
relations with their Yiwu
counterparts to give a fur-
ther momentum to the bilat-
eral economic relations.

He also assured that Paki-
stan’s Consulate General
in Shanghai would give full
support and facilitation to
these endeavors. Mr.Ye
Bangrui, Mayor of Yiwu
City, gave a brief introduc-
tion of the social and eco-
nomic development of Yiwu.
He said, Pakistan is an im-
portant trading partner of
Yiwu. In 2021, the trade
volume between Yiwu and
Pakistan reached nearly 600
million US dollars. The im-
ports from Pakistan to Yiwu
has tripled. He also men-
tioned, Karachi is Pakistan's
economic center, important
port and largest city.

T

COMSTECH offers

50 fellowships for
Yemeni nationals

DNA

ISLAMABAD: COMS-
TECH in collaboration
with Embassy of the
Republic of Yemen
in Islamabad has
launched COMS-
TECH-CCoE Yemen
Programme for the
capacity building of
Yemen scientists. Ac-
cording to an official
of COMSTECH, the fel-
lowship programme was

launched after a series of
meeting held between the Am-

bassador of Yemen, Mohammed Motahar
Alashabi with the coordinator General of
COMSTECH, Dr. Igbal Choudhary to start
this programme. Under this programme,
COMSTECH has initially announced 50
fellowships for Yemeni nationals of 1-12
month duration. These fellowships are
being offered by International Center for
Chemical and Biological Sciences (IC-
CBS), University of Karachi, University of
Lahore and Health Service Academy, Is-
lamabad, the official said. The 6-12 months
Research Fellowships for M.S/ Ph.D. /

Postdoc Science and Technology
are being offered at the IC-

CBS. The 1-3 months public
health related courses,
training or workshops
are being offered at
Health Service Acad-
emy while the Medi-
cal technology relat-
ed training courses
of 1-2 months will be
offered at University
of Lahore. About the
eligibility, the official
informed that Yemeni
nationals who are Masters,

PhD, Post doc degree holders
or enrolled can apply for this fel-
lowship programme. The application dead-
line is May 5. Meanwhile, COMSTECH
jointly offer fellowships to young scientists
in OIC countries to enable them to spend
3 months at a relevant center of excellence
in an OIC country, other than their own.
The purpose of these fellowships is to en-
hance the research and development ca-
pacity of promising scientists, especially
those at the beginning of their research
career, helping them to foster linkages
for further collaboration in the field of
virology and vaccine technology.

Ramzan
Sasta Bazar
established

in Hazara
ABBOTTABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Kohistan

Lower Shakeel Ahmed Mon-
day visited Ramzan Sasta
Bazaar and reviewed the
preparations. He also is-
sued instructions to make
the shops functional, ensure
cleanliness, display rate list
and make the market fully op-
erational. DC inspected the
fruit, vegetable, grocery and
utility store stalls inside the
bazaar as well as controlled
rate wheat flour stalls.

Shakeel Ahmed directed to
ensure the supply of goods
at below-market prices and
to ensure the provision of fa-
cilities to the people so that
more people could benefit
from the supply of goods
at lower rates. Additional
Assistant Commissioner
Pattan Anis-ur-Rehman and
TMA officials were also
present on the occasion dur-
ing the visit to DC. On the
direction of the provincial
government, Deputy Com-
missioner Battagram Ash-
fag Khan has established
Ramzan Sasta Bazar at
the main bazaar to provide
cheap items to the people
during Ramzan. - APP

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner Ali Shehzad said on Mon-

day that cases would be registered against those who would
found facilitators in dengue breeding in the district. Chairing

a meeting of District Emergency Response Committee for an-

ti-dengue here, he said that dengue became a constant issue
and for its elimination, the entire society should make collective
efforts. He said that assistant commissioners were also directed
to hold Tehsil Emergency Response Committee twice a week
to check and monitor the performance of surveillance teams.

He said the government was concentrating on complete eradica-

tion of dengue, therefore, no negligence and delinquency would

be tolerated in this regard. Additional Deputy Commissioner
Headquarters (ADCHQ) Kashif Raza Awan, District Pro-
gramme Coordinator for Anti Epidemic Diseases Dr Zulga-

rnain and others were also present on the occasion. - APP

GM to lay foundation stone of Swat motorway

FroM Our CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood
Khan has decided to perform
ground breaking of another im-
portant project of Malakand Di-
vision, Swat Motorway Phase-II
next week and directed the au-
thorities concerned to finalize
all the necessary pre requisites
and arrangements for launching
physical work on the project.

He also directed the concerned
quarters to expedite the progress
on Dir Motorway project as well
and quickly process the PC 1 for
acquisition of land for the said pro-
ject so that physical work on the

project could be initiated without
any delay.

He issued these directives while
chairing a meeting of Pakhtunkh-
wa Highways Authority here on
Monday. Member of Provincial
Assembly Akbar Ayub Khan,
Additional Chief Secretary Sha-
hab Ali Shah, Secretary Finance
Ikram Ullah Khan, Secretary
Communications and Works Ijaz
Ansari, Special Secretaries to
Chief Minister Masood Younas
and Muhammad Khaliq, Manag-
ing Director Pakhtunkhwa High-
ways Authority and other senior
officials attended the meeting.
The meeting reviewed in detail
the overall progress on different
road sector projects including

Swat Motorway Phase II and Dir
Motorway. Briefing the meeting
about progress on Swat Motor-
way Phase 2, it was informed
that 88 km long motorway from
Chakdara to Fatehpur would be
constructed at a total cost of
Rs. 58 billion adding that con-
cessionaire agreement had been
signed for the execution of the
project while Rs. 6.7 billion were
released for the acquisition of
land for the project. Moreover,
section 4 had been imposed for
the acquisition of 70 km of land
for the project.

Touching upon the salient fea-
tures of Swat Motorway Phase II,
it was told that initially this motor-
way will consist of four lanes ex-

tendable to six lanes in future. As
many as Nine interchanges would
be constructed on this motorway
including Chakdara Interchange,
Shamozai Interchange, Barikot In-
terchange, Mingora Interchange,
Kanju Interchange, Malam Jab-
ba-University of Swat Interchange,
Sher Palam Interchange, Matta
Khawazakhela Interchange and
Madin-Fatehpur Interchange.
Some eight bridges would be con-
structed on the Swat River. Con-
struction of four rest areas at dif-
ferent locations is also part of the
project while link highways would
also be constructed on need base.
Briefing about Dir Motorway, it
was informed that Expression
of Interest for 30 km long Dir

Motorway had been floated ear-
lier and said motorway would be
constructed from Chakdara to
Rabat. As many as three inter-
changes, four flyovers, 24 bridg-
es and two underpasses would
also be constructed besides con-
struction of two tunnels. Talking
on the occasion, the Chief Min-
ister termed these projects as
a milestone for the sustainable
development of the area and said
that the construction of these
projects would help to promote
tourism, trade and business
activities in the area. Besides
providing quality transportation
facilities these projects would
also create employment oppor-
tunities for the local people.
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

APRIL

April 04 / Senegal
National Day

April 07 / W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12 / Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15 / DPR Korea
The Day of the Sun

April 16 / Denmark
National Day

April 17 / Iran
Army Day

April 17 / Syria
Independence Day

April 18 / Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24 / Holy See
Anniversary of His Papa-
cy of his Pontificate

April 25 / DPR Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26 / Tanzania
National Day

April 27 / Sierra Leone
Independence Day

April 27 / South Africa
Freedom Day

April 30 / Sweden
Birthday of His Majesty

April 30 / Netherlands
Birthday of Queen

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines

Turkish Airlines

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA..coieieiees 9281092

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

<y
o

Departments
CDA....ccvevvee. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

W b

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels South and East Asia, Aziz Boolani and Mrs Aziz Boolani presenting a gift to the outgoing Ambassador
of Somalia Khadija Al Makhzoumi. Ambassador Khadija has been elected as the Member of the Somalian Parliament. — DNA

IPS initiative to be a bridge
between policy, researchers

IPS has invited universities throughout the country, especially those interested in carrying out
policy-relevant research, to take advantage of the platform to find a senior former or serving policy
practitioner. IPS will publish the resulting research work, which will help form a research ecosystem

DNA

ISLAMABAD: There is a
pressing need to bridge the
gap between public poli-
cy and academic research
and revolutionize higher
education research in Paki-
stan. The Institute of Policy
Studies (IPS), as part of its
‘Promoting & Indigenizing
Policy Research Initiative’,
aims to form this vital link
between policy practition-
ers and policy researchers.
The inaugural session, titled

‘Brainstorming  Research
Ideas - Governance and
Public Policy’, was held

with Dr Syed Tahir Hijazi,
member of IPS’ National
Academic Council, eminent
academician and  policy
practitioner, who is leading
this project. Present on the
occasion were Khalid Rah-
man, chairman IPS, Naufil

[
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Operations IPS, Mirza Ha-
mid Hasan, former federal
secretary, and other partici-
pants. The initiative aims to
create a countrywide com-
munity of policy research-
ers to address governance
issues through research
and exchange of ideas. The

Shahrukh, General Manager

role of eminent research
supervisors in universities
is critical for the success of
this project. IPS will facili-
tate the supervisors and re-
search students by providing
them complete guidance,
connectivity in the policy
circles, data, and meaningful
insights through a pool of

oy

.........

mentors across the country,
including retired and serving
bureaucrats volunteering for
this national cause.

To reap full benefits of this
initiative, IPS will take on
board all relevant senior
academics, government offi-
cials, ministers, governance
and development consult-

ants, etc. depending upon
the focus area - adminis-

trative services, economy,
finance, internal security,
policing, health, education,
etc. - to interact with the
research supervisors and
scholars. IPS has invited
universities throughout the
country, especially those in-

terested in carrying out poli-
cy-relevant research, to take
advantage of the platform to
find a senior former or serv-
ing policy practitioner. IPS
will publish the resulting
research work, which will
help form a research eco-
system. In this regard, the
ministries and government
departments can also share
their research needs with
the think-tank.

Experience has shown that
the ministers and bureau-
crats mostly don’t have the
time or patience to read
lengthy reports and prefer
a synopsis. Here the media
can play a key role in promot-
ing the research ecosystem
by converting the research
works into bite size reports
besides disseminating the
key points through social
media so that they reach
the desired government of-
ficials and ministers.

Over 52% surplus

witnessed 1n Pak-
Bangladesh trade

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s goods and servic-
es trade with Bangladesh witnessed surplus
of 52.82 percent during first eight months
of financial year (2021-22) as compared to
the corresponding period of last year.

The overall exports to Bangladesh were
recorded at $559.118 million during Ju-
ly-February (2021-22) against exports of $
375.669 million during July-February (2020-
21), showing growth of 52.82 percent, SBP
data revealed. Meanwhile, on yearto-year
basis, exports to Bangladesh during Febru-
ary 2022 also increased by 44.62 percent,
from US $ 52.440 million to US $75.842
million. Similarly on month-on-month basis,
exports of Bangladesh were decreased by
9.56 percent during February 2022 in com-
parison with exports of US $83.867 million
in January 2022, SBP data said.

Overall Pakistan’s exports to other coun-
tries witnessed an increase of 28.11 percent
in eight months, from US $16.092 billion to
US $ 20.616 billion. On the other hand, the
imports from Bangladesh during the period
under review were recorded at $ 67.025 mil-
lion against $53.668 million last year, show-
ing an increase of 24.88 percent.

Meanwhile, year-to-year basis, imports from
Bangladesh during February 2022, however
decreased by 14.27 percent from US $8.656
million last year to US $7.420 million. On
month-on-month basis, the import from
Bangladesh also dipped by 16.98 percent
during February 2022 when compared to the
import of US $8.938 million in January 2022,
SBP data said. The overall imports into the
country increased by 49.11 percent, from US
$32.123 billion to US $47.901 billion. - DNA

Missing
persons
commission
disposes of

6,275 cases

ISLAMABAD: Missing Per-
sons Commission has dis-
posed of 6,275 cases from out
of 8,539 cases registered by
the commission, said monthly
report released by Commis-
sion of Inquiry on Enforced
Disappearances (ColoED)
here on Monday. According
to the report, the ColoED has
registered 8,463 cases upto
February 2022. During March
2022, some 76 more cases
were received by the commis-
sion and total numbers of cas-
es have reached to 8,539. The
Missing Persons Commission
disposed of 61 cases in March
2022 and thus total disposal of
Missing Persons upto March
31, 2022 is 6,275 and balance
as on March 31, 2022 is 2,264.

Awareness drive held
to control sacre;d
papers desecration

ISLAMABAD: An awareness drive was held in the fruits and
vegetables markets of the federal capital to control the sa-
cred papers desecration on Monday. Educating people for
not using outdated newspapers carrying religious content for
the packing of fruits and vegetables, All Pakistan Muqadas
Auraq Union President Sheraz Ahmed Farooqui apprised the
public that the district administration had imposed Section
144 to curb the desecration of the holy scripts.

In the light of Section 144, he said the commercial use of sa-
cred messages published in the newspapers, advertisements
and other means of communication was totally banned. He
said the people allegedly involved in this un-Islamic practice
would be tried under the Penal Code of Pakistan’s Section
295-B and could be awarded life imprisonment. Talking to
APP, Farooqui expressed satisfaction on the packing of fruits
and vegetables being imported from Peshawar because the
brokers of that area were using plain papers instead of old
newspapers. He lamented over the packing of fruits and veg-
etables coming from Sindh as the brokers were using news-
papers which were mostly containing the Quranic vers-
es. He said a plan, in consonance with Islamabad Capital
Territory Administration, had been devised to crackdown
in the fruits and vegetables markets for addressing this
social and religious issue in a couple of days. - APP

Gertificate distribution ceremony held at RAG

Ceremony was held in collaboration with Rotary Club Rawalpindi and District Health Auth

DNA

RAWALPINDI: A certifi-
cate distribution ceremo-
ny was held at Rawalpindi
Arts Council for officers
and workers to recognize
their outstanding perfor-
mance during the polio
campaign. The ceremony
was held in collaboration
with Rotary Club Rawal-
pindi and District Health
Authority Rawalpindi.

On this occasion, Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
Headquarters Marzia Sal-
eem. UCMOs and District
Health Management teams
including District Health
Authority CEO Dr. Faiza
Kanwal, Rotary Interna-

€

unicef

Rotary F

ority Rawalpindi

tional District Governor
Masroor Sheikh, Former
Senior Vice President
RCCI  Noshirwan Khalil
Khan were also present.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Marzia Saleem
on the occasion said that
all the teams have done
extraordinary services to
run a full-fledged campaign
to eradicate polio. No case
of polio has been reported
in any district of Punjab
including Rawalpindi. Po-
lio workers deserve huge
recognition. Former Sen-
ior Vice President RCCI
Noshirwan Khalil Khan
also lauded the role of Ro-
tary International in help-
ing the District Govern-

. ment in eradicating Polio.

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Monday adjourned hearing
of a contempt of court case
against ex-chief judge Gilgit
Baltistan Rana Shamim in
his controversial affidavit
matter till April 26.

Chief Justice Athar Minallah
heard the case. Additional
Attorney General (AAG) Qa-
sim Wadood, Rana Shamim
and others appeared before
the court. The AAG informed
the court that the Attorney
General for Pakistan could
not attend the proceedings
due to his engagements
in the Supreme Court. At
this, the court adjourned
the case till April 26.

It may be mentioned here
that the IHC initiated the
contempt of court proceed-
ings against Rana Shamim
after his affidavit was
published in a newspaper,
accusing ex-chief justice
Saqib Nisar of influencing
a case involving former
prime minister Nawaz Sha-
rif and his daughter Mar-
yam Nawaz. - APP

Gold prices
decline by
Rs100 to
Rs131,200

ISLAMABAD: The price of
24 karat per tola gold wit-
nessed a decrease of Rs100
and was sold at Rs131,200
on Monday against its sale
at Rs131,300 in the local
market the previous day.
The price of 10 gram 24
karat gold also decreased
by Rs85 to Rs112,483 from
Rs112,568 whereas that
of 10 gram 22 karat went
down to Rs 103,109 from
Rs103,388, All Sindh Sara-
fa Jewellers Association
reported. The price of per
tola and ten gram silver re-
mained constant at Rs1520
and Rs1303.15 respectively.
The price of gold in inter-
national market increased
by US$1 and was traded at
US$1926 against its sale at
US$1925, the association
reported. - APP

IHC seeks
written
arguments

in PECA case

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) on
Monday sought written
arguments from petition-
ers in the cases challeng-
ing amendments in the
Prevention of Electronic
Crime Act (PECA).

Chief Justice Athar Minallah
heard the petitions filed by
the Pakistan Federal Union
of Journalists (PFUJ), the
Pakistan Broadcasters As-
sociation (PBA) and other
journalists’ bodies.

The court was told that At-
torney General of Pakistan
Khalid Jawed Khan could
not attend the proceedings
due to his engagements in
the Supreme Court. After
this, the court sought writ-
ten arguments from the
respondents and adjourned
the case till April 7. - APP

‘Police
committed to
resolve public

grievances’

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Police is committed to re-
solve public grievances on
priority and to protect the
lives and property of the
citizens. It was stated by the
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Muham-
mad Ahsan Younas while
listening issues and griev-
ances of public as well as
retired and serving officials
during khuli kacheri held at
Central Police Office.

The IGP strictly directed all
zonal officers to listen to pub-
lic complaints and resolve
them purely on merit. “No
laxity would be tolerated in
this regard” he maintained.
During the khuli kacheri, Is-
lamabad Police chief listened
to the grievances of the cit-
izens and marked their ap-
plications to the concerned
officers for timely action on
merit. He also directed them
to send reports to his offices
in the given time frame.
Muhammad Ahsan Younas
emphasized that Islamabad
police would not leave any
stone unturned to save the
lives and property of the cit-
izens adding that Islamabad
police is taking many steps
to facilitate public.
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RDA Inflows
surge to
$3.92 binin
March

ISLAMABAD: Inflow of
remittances under Roshan
Digital Account (RDA) rose
to US $3.92 billion by the
end of March 2022 as com-
pared to US $3.632 billion
till end of February last
year, according to a latest
data released by the State
Bank of Pakistan.

The data showed that the in-
flows of remittances during
the month of March were
recorded at $290 million as
compared to $250 million in
February and $222 million
in January, 2021.

Roshan  Digital Account
(RDA) was launched by State
Bank of Pakistan in collabora-
tion with commercial banks
operating in the country.
These accounts provide in-
novative banking solutions
to millions of Non-Resident
Pakistanis (NRPs), includ-
ing Non-Resident Pakistan
Origin Card (POC) holders,
seeking to undertake bank-
ing, payment and invest-
ment activities in Pakistan.
As per data, expatriate Pa-
kistanis from 175 countries
had deposited the funds to
388,494 accounts opened
through RDA.

The number of accounts
has also been increased
from 365,182 in February
to 388,494 in March 2022,
which means some 23,312
new accounts were opened
in March.

The scheme that started in
September 2020 received
lukewarm response from
the overseas Pakistanis who
deposited only $7 million in
the opening month, howev-
er with the passage of time
the interest kept on increas-
ing as the inflow reached to
$40 million in October 2020
and $110 million in the sub-
sequent month. — APP

Brazilian coach
train Pakistan
players

ISLAMABAD: The training
camp of volleyball players for
selection for the upcoming
international events is being
held at Pakistan Sports Com-
plex Islamabad under the su-
pervision of Brazilian coach
Cristiano Rodrigues.
“Currently 22 players are
undergoing training to par-
ticipate in Asian Games,
Commonwealth Games and
South Asian Games,” a PSB
spokesman said on Monday.
This is the first phase of the
camp, which continue until
September, this year.”

He said the PSB had the ser-
vices of the Brazilian coach
on the directions of then
Federal Minister Dr. Fehmid-
aMirza. He said Iranian coach
RahmanMohammmadirad
would also join the camp to
train players from June till
September. — APP

Elections to be
held on EVM:
Faisal Javed

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
er Senator Faisal Javed
Khan has said that general
elections would be held on
Electronic Voting Machine
(EVM) and Overseas Paki-
stanis would be able to vote
via internet voting.

In a statement, he said that
“PTI kicks off its election
campaign and Parliamen-
tary Board to be formed
soon”.

He said that the ideological
and die-hard workers of the
party should be given top
priority. He called the oppo-
sition to also get ready.

Air Quality
of Capital
improves

ISLAMABAD: The air
quality of the federal cap-
ital revived after repeated
days of polluted air as the
hazardous atmospheric
pollutants were recorded
below permissible limits
of national environmental
quality standards (NEQS).
The Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) in its 24 hours
data of regular ambient air
quality monitoring report
recorded declined ratio of
air pollutants in the capi-
tal’s atmosphere.

The most hazardous pollut-
ant, responsible for serious

respiratory and chronic
heart diseases, particu-
late matter of 2.5 microns
(PM2.5) was recorded

25.44 microgrammes per
cubic meter which was be-
low the permissible limits of
NEQS of 35 microgrammes
per cubic meter which was a
24-hour mean value. - APP
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ISLAMABAD: Deserving People standing in queue to receive food to break their fast at Khanna Pul Area. — DNA

ICCI calls for controlling prices
of food items during Ramadan
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Muhammad Shakeel Munir,
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try said that holy month of
Ramadan has started and
called upon the local ad-
ministration to formulate
a proper prices control
mechanism for food items
and their easy availability
in markets and commercial
areas during this month to
save people from any prob-
lems. He stressed that all
relevant departments of the
administration should take
necessary measures to en-
sure an abundant supply of
needed food items so that
the people should not face
any shortage during the
month of fasting. He further
urged that proper arrange-
ments should be made to
ensure a smooth supply
system in markets and in-
dustrial areas as precaution-
ary measures to avoid any
shortage of food items.

Muhammad Shakeel Munir
said that the demand for
food items in Ramadan goes
up as compared to normal

days, however, any shortage
of needy items causes price
hike putting more financial
burden on the common

]

man. He emphasized that
all concerned government
departments including ICT
Administration, should

N5 B B
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work in close coordination
to save people from any un-
necessary shortage of food
items in Ramadan.

The ICCI President also
called upon the traders to
ensure easy availability of
food items to the people in
shops during the month of
Ramadan. He further said
that traders should coop-
erate with the ICT Admin-
istration to overcome any
shortage of required items
during the holy month so
that the people can be saved
from all kinds of troubles.
ICCI Senior Vice President
Jamshed Akhtar Sheikh and
Vice President Muhammad
Fahim Khan said that the
role of local administration
is very important in making
the supply system smooth
and efficient during the
month of Ramadan and ex-
pressed hope that the ad-
ministration would play ac-
tive role in this regard. They
also requested the market
associations to cooperate
with the local administra-
tion in ensuring the smooth
supply of food items during
the month of Ramadan.

House rent increased in Twin-cities
by 20pc in six months

ISLAMABAD: House rents
in the twin-ities of Islamabad
and Rawalpindi have increased
by more than 20 percent dur-
ing the last six months, adding
further to the woes of infla-
tion-hit city dwellers.
According to an anecdotal sur-
vey conducted by APP, house
rent in Islamabad city, Rawal-
pindi Cantt, ChaklalaCantt,
Satellite Town and newly es-
tablished housing schemes in
Islamabad has increased by
more than 20 percent.
Similarly, ~Ghauri  Town,
PWD, Media Town, Soan
Garden, Jinnah Garden,
Bahria Town, Gulzari-Quaid,
ChakShehzad, ChathaB-
akhtawar, Shehzad Town,
Margalla Town, BharaKahu,
Khayaban-e-Sir Syed, British
Homes, and Gulraiz 1&2 wit-
nessed a surge in house rent

prices by 20 percent.
According to the Inflation
Monitor Report issued by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
for February 2022, house rent
topped the list of contributions
to the urban Consumer Price
Index (CPI) as it weighted
19.26 during the last month of
the current fiscal year.

The report revealed that house
rent prices soared in 2022 by
6.13% from 4.77% a year ago,
reaching the second spot in
the list of 10 weighted contri-
butions to the urban CPI in
February 2022.

Real estate agent Ahsan Khan
said: “Previously, the rent pric-
es used to surge in winter due
to the arrival of people from
neighboring hilly areas and
drop down in summer when
these people leave after spend-
ing the days of harsh winter in

the twin<ities.” However, he
added, from the last two year,
the prices never dropped even
in the summer.

“I got a housing unit on rent
in Gulraizl for a price of
Rs18,000 per month in No-
vember 2021. When we de-
cided to vacate the house, the
owner signed a contract with
a new dweller for renting out
the same house at a price of
Rs25,000 per month. I am
afraid the rent prices will go
further higher till the next
winter,” informed a resident
of Kashmir who, along with
his family, spends every winter
in Rawalpindi to avoid the odd
weather conditions in the hilly
area.

According to another report
of the SBP, the urban hous-
ing demand is going up by
350,000 units every year, of

which the demand is met for
only 150,000 units. At the
same time, prices of land and
construction material have
also been increasing manifold,
making it more difficult for in-
dividuals, investors, and other
stakeholders to fill this gap by
constructing additional hous-
ing units.

“Increasing house rent prices
indicates there is a visible gap
between the demand and sup-
ply. The number of rural peo-
ple settling down in the cities
is way larger than the number
of housing units built annually.
The increasing rents mean
that urban housing is now turn-
ing into a major crisis for those
living and working in cities and
majority of them don’t own
a house,” said the owner of a
private construction company
in Islamabad. - APP

ICT admin imposes fine on profiteers

ISLAMABAD: The special
teams headed by Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
ministration magistrates on
Monday imposed fines over Rs
20,000 on 20 shopkeepers for
overcharging customers.

The shopkeepers of various
markets were fined during sur-
prise raids conducted by mag-
istrates, a spokesman for ICT
administration said.

Islamabad Deputy Commis-
sioner Muhammad Ham-
zaShafqaat said the ICT
administration was ensuring
strict adherence to rate list of
food items in markets during
Ramzan to clamp down on
profiteering.

He said stern action was taken
against profiteers in the city,
heavy fines were imposed on
the offenders on the spot for

overcharging. He said daily
price-checking would continue
unabated in the holy month.
As per details, magistrate Mod-
el Town (Humak) made 13 in-
spections and imposed fine of
Rs 5000 to shopkeepers on
price hike.

Similarly, magistrate sub-di-
vision sector 9 imposed fine
Rs 15,000 for overcharging
the customers. Magistrate

ICT made 25 inspections and
imposed Rs 2000 fine.

Likewise, other magistrates in-
spected the prices of essential
commodities and issued fine
and warned as per law.

Assistant Commissioner, (In-
dustrial Area) inspected shops
and stalls in the jurisdiction for
adherence to notified rates,
display of price lists. All those
in violations were fined. - APP

WAPDA expedites
construction work

on 12

ISLAMABAD: Water and
Power Development Author-
ity (WAPDA) has expedited
construction work on 12 Small
and Medium Dams aimed at
enhancing, clean energy gen-
eration, water availability and
climate resilience across the
country.

As per detail given by the of-
ficial sources, the dams were
dual purpose projects as it
were designed to store rains
and floodwater along with hy-
dropower generation in all the
federating units of the country.
He added that the small and
medium dam projects initi-
ated in Balochistan included
Winder Dam project that
would produce 0.3 mega-
watts (MW) energy and wa-
ter storage capacity of 0.036
Million acre-foot (MAF), Nau-
long Dam to produce 4.4 MW
power and store 0.20 MAF
water, Hingol Dam to gener-
ate 1 MW electricity and 1.41
MAF water storage, Garuk
Dam to have 0.3 MW power
production capacity and 0.05
MATF water storage and Pelar
Dam to produce 0.3 MW
energy and would conserve
0.099 MAF water.

In Sindh, the NaiGaj Dam
would produce 4.2 MW elec-
tricity and store 0.30 MAF wa-
ter, whereas the Darawat Dam
was expected to produce 0.45
MW energy and store 0.12

dams

MAF water after completion.
The WAPDA has also start
ed work on different small
and medium dams in Khyber
PukhtonKhawa including the
KurramTangi Dam of 83.4
MW  hydropower potential
and 1.2 MAF water storage ca-
pacity, Tank Zam Dam having
25,5 MW power generation
and 0.345 MAF water storage
capacity and DarabanZam
Dam would produce 0.75 MW
energy and 0.069 MAF water
storage capacity.

The WAPDA official further
said the Authority had start-
ed construction work on dif-
ferent small dams in Punjab
including Ghabir Dam having
0.15 MW power production
capacity and 0.066 MAF wa-
ter storage, and Papin Dam
of 0.3 MW power and 0.089
MAF water storage capacity
hydropower projects that
were at various stages of de-
velopment.

He informed that keeping in
view the energy demands,
project completion pace and
availability of funds the Author-
ity has decided to ensure swift
culmination of construction
and development work on the
projects as it would not only
help address water and energy
issues rather would generate
jobs for the local communities
and start tourism and business
opportunities. — APP

Supernet re-

ceives Shari-

ah Screening
Certificate

ISLAMABAD: Supernet
Limited (‘SNL’), a subsid-
iary of Telecard Limited
has been awarded Shari-
ah Screening Certificate
by Meezan Bank Limited,
based on the review of con-
solidated financial state-
ments of SNL, certifying
its compliance with KSE
Meezan Islamic Index Cri-
teria set out by Pakistan
Stock Exchange, this was
announced in a notice by
Telecard sent to Pakistan
Stock Exchange.

According to Meezan Bank
letter, Meezan Bank Limit-
ed, in the capacity of Bank-
er to the book building,
reviewed the Consolidated
Audited Financial State-
ments of Supernet Limit-
ed based on June 30, 2021
which are in compliance
with KSE Meezan Islamic
Index Criteria set out by Pa-
kistan Stock Exchange, said
a news release issue here
on Modnay.

On the basis of reviewed
financial statements, it is
allowed to participate in
initial offering of Supernet
Limited with the provision
that the investee will be re-
quired to purify is dividend
income as per company’s
annual dividend purification
rate determined on semi-an-
nual basis in KMI- All Share
Islamic Index.

This is pertinent to high-
light that the Shariah com-
pliance status of the com-
pany’s financial statements
may vary from one financial
period to the other. So, this
certificate shall remain valid
as long as company’s latest
available financial state-
ments are for the period
ended June 30. - APP

Over 310
farmers
trained

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry
of National Food Security and
Research, in collaboration
with provincial governments,
has initiated a comprehensive
training programs for cotton
growers across the country in
order to enhance crop output
by introducing latest tech-
niques of cultivation and best
crop management practices.

In this regard, over 310
leading farmers were pro-
vided training on cotton
production technology in
Punjab, who would fur-
ther train farmers at at
gross root level to enhance
cotton production in the
country, said Cotton Com-
missioner in the Ministry
of National Food Security
and Research Dr Khalid
Abdullah.

Talking to APP here on
Monday, he said that these
master trainers were pro-
vided training on about the
use of latest cotton pro-
duction technologies, in-
cluding use of mechanized
agriculture, latest cultiva-
tion tools and other inputs
to achieve higher per-acre
output.

Meanwhile, over 147 farm-
ers were also provided train-
ing under better cotton initi-
ative projects for enhancing
cotton production by adopt-
ing European production
technologies, he said adding
they were trained on proper
cotton picking, health and
safety, female empower-
ment and the prevention of
child labour,

Cotton is Pakistan’s largest
industrial sector which has
played an important role in
the economic development
of the country and remains
a key livelihood source
for more than one million
farmers, he said adding that
government attached grater
importance fro the devel-
opment of crop and intro-
duced different incentives
to encourage the farmers to
bring maximum areas under
its cultivation. — APP

CDNS had set Rs 352b annual collection target for the year 2019-20 as compared to Rs 350b for the previous year (2018-19)

ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate

rent fiscal year 2021-22 from July 1st to

investment through many new projects.

native Delivery Channel (ADC) opera-

rates, he said the CDNS had maintained

of National Savings (CDNS) has decid-
ed to start Islamic finance and will start
implementing its procedural work from
next month to provide the facility of Is-
lamic finance in the institution.

In this regard, under Islamic Sharia
Compliance, Prize Bonds and Savings
Certificates will be issued for investment
in accordance with Sharia Principles, the
senior official of CDNS told APP here on
Monday.

The CDNS will provide Islamic investment
opportunities to its consumers in an insti-
tution like the rest of the private and public
sector banking, where Islamic sharia busi-
ness has now reached 20 percent.
Replying to a question, he said the
CDNS collected Rs 850 billion fresh de-
posits in the last seven months of cur-

March 31th.

The CDNS has set an annual gross re-
ceipt target of Rs 980 billion from July
1 to June 30 of the previous fiscal year
2020-21 to promote savings in the coun-
try, he said.

The senior official said the CDNS had set
Rs 250 billion annual collection target
from July 1 to June 30 for the year 2020-
21 as compared to Rs 352 billion for the
previous year (2019-20) same time span
to enhance savings in the country.

The CDNS had set Rs 352 billion annual
collection target for the year 2019-20 as
compared to Rs 350 billion for the previ-
ous year (2018-19), he said.

The senior official said that (CDNS) has
started working to increase new invest-
ment opportunities and promote digital

The CDNS in collaboration with State
Bank of Pakistan is developing digital
Prize Bonds, which will be available
through online electronic channels, he
said.

He said the CDNS is in process of
launching its first Mobile App for online
purchase and encashment of National
Savings Schemes.

The official said that for better and ef-
ficient transfer of funds electronically,
the CDNS is going to adopt RAAST in
the current month of January for speedy
flow of funds through its financial tribu-
taries, he said.

Initially, the CDNS has opened three
separate accounts in State Bank of Pa-
kistan (SBP) to avoid/stop direct access
to the Non-Food Account-1 for its Alter-

tions, 1Link Payment, UPI Payment and
RAAST payment.

The Finance Division will allocate budg-
etary ceiling on a daily basis and the
CDNS will operate within the allocated
funds limit.

Accordingly, the PFM Act, 2019 is adopt-
ed in its true spirit for the Alternative
Delivery Channels of CDNS.

He informed that the CDNS interest
rates were linked with the PIB policy set
by the SBP.

He said the CDNS had opened new av-
enues for public and private investment
to document the country’s economy and
ensure transparency in the financial sys-
tem.

Replying to another question on the cur-
rent revision of CDNS certificates’ profit

the same interest rate on the savings
certificates investment due to the mar-
ket situation and as per Pakistan Invest-
ment Bonds (PIB) policy decision.

The National Savings had received an
increased investment of Rs 80 billion by
June 30 2021, from the newly registered
Premium Prize Bond of Rs 40,000 and
Rs 25000 by the institution, he said.
The senior official said that during last
year (2020-21), investors withdrew Rs
300 billion after the suspension of the
said bond.

He said new registered Premium Prize
Bonds of Rs 40,000 and Rs 25,000 were
registered by the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) and encashed only by the regis-
tered financial institutions under the
SBP. - APP



China’s Covid-19 epidemic

HE Chinese mainland added 1,366 new locally-transmitted Cov-

1d-19 cases in the last 24 hours, the National Health Commission

said on Monday (April 4, 2022). Of the locally confirmed cases,
425 were reported in Shanghai, where the military and thousands of
healthcare workers have been sent to help execute coronavirus tests
for all of its 26 million residents. Shanghai, which began a two-stage
lockdown last Monday that has been expanded to confine practically all
residents to their homes, also registered 8,581 fresh asymptomatic Cov-
1d-19 cases. China’s financial capital has now asked residents to self-test
using antigen tests for Covid-19. The new cases were detected amid the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) dispatching more than 2,000 medical
personnel recruited from across the army, navy and joint logistics sup-
port forces to Shanghai. Multiple provinces such Jiangsu, Zhejiang and
Beijing have sent healthcare workers to Shanghai, according to media
reports, with some estimates putting the total number at more than
10,000. It is China’s largest public health response since it tackled the
initial Covid-19 outbreak in Wuhan, where the novel coronavirus was first
discovered in early 2020. The PLA had reportedly dispatched over 4,000
medical personnel to the province of Hubei, where Wuhan is, back then.
Last month, China had witnessed its worst outbreak since the pandemic
broke out and the country had recorded over 56,000 infections - more
than the total cases in Wuhan two years ago. The country’s Covid-19
death toll remained unchanged at 4,638 and the recovery of 1,848 pa-
tients brought down the number of patients currently undergoing treat-
ment to 25,724, including 54 in critical conditions.
While countries around the world are working to flatten the coronavirus
curve, global Covid-19 cases on Sunday topped 490 million. According
to the John Hopkins University data, the world has witnessed over 6.15
million deaths due to the Covid-19 since the start of the pandemic more
than two years ago. In the latest data on Monday morning, the Univer-
sity’s Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) revealed
that the current global caseload stood at 491,352,180 cases, while the
total deaths record stands at 6,152,703. The United States continues
to record the highest number of cases with a total of 81,832,612 so
far, followed by India with a total of 43,028,863 cases. Meanwhile, the
World Health Organization (WHO) in its latest report said that the num-
ber of fresh covid cases across the world between March 21 and March
27 have dropped by 14 percent as compared to the previous week.
In another development, a new variant of the Covid infection XE has
sparked fresh concerns. According to the WHO, the variant has far
more transmissibility rate than the Omicron variant.
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Ukraine war must end

HE ongoing talks between Russian and Ukranian officials, de-

spite military activity on the ground, could be early indicators of

a likely breakthrough, which could result in an end to the may-
hem and improve relations between the two troubled nations. While
both sides are battling it out in Ukrainian cities, officials of the two
countries continue their video discussions aimed at bringing about a
rapport and end the mindless violence. Fortunately, there are indica-
tions that a breakthrough might emerge if both sides tone down their
strident views and show a willingness to reconcile differences and
patch up for a better tomorrow.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has admitted that the talks
are getting realistic but more time is needed to reach an agreement.
He also suggested that his country could accept international security
guarantees, which many analysts consider a break from Ukraine’s past
insistence on joining Nato. Moscow, of course, is totally opposed to its
joining the alliance. Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov has also
admitted that the two countries are close to an agreement. Russia has
for long demanded that Ukraine be kept out of Nato. Vladimir Medinsky,
Russia’s chief negotiator, has revealed that Ukraine was keen on getting
the status of a neutral state, such as Austria or Sweden, which a Kremlin
spokesperson acknowledged could be seen as a compromise agreement.
The conflict has prolonged for over a month, taking a dreadful toll in
terms of military and civilian casualties on both sides. Cities have been
destroyed and about three million people, mostly women and children
from Ukraine, are seeking refuge in neighbouring countries. It has also
taken a huge toll on global economics, badly hurting the weaker nations.
Russia is also under pressure to end the military actions in Ukraine. Be-
sides the strong action initiated by the Western countries in recent days,
it is also facing the pinch of the ongoing conflict. Last month, the Inter-
national Court of Justice ordered Russia to suspend military operations in
Ukraine immediately. While Russia initially rubbished the “apparent ab-
surdity of the lawsuit” and skipped the hearings, it did file a written docu-
ment asking the ICJ not to impose any measures. The two countries should
ensure that the negotiations are wrapped up at the earliest to bring an
end to the continuing bloodshed. This is not the time for tough posturing
and engaging in a conflict; allowances must be made, concessions given,
and military actions brought to a swift end. There are numerous instances
from the past, especially in Europe, of nations agreeing to live together
without battling it out. Russia and Ukraine have to set an example, by rec-
onciling their differences and closing an unsavoury chapter that threatens
to blow up normalcy in a crucial part of the globe.

ICJ the only feasible route

Russia has effectively
admitted defeat
in Ukraine

to Rohingya genocide ruling

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

The Rohingya have
a pressing need for
their formal status
to be established.
Bangladesh’s concerns
are understandable, as
they fear having to cope
with a permanent refugee
population that adds to the

demands on their state

N 2016, it was possible for me to write a book,

“The Rohingyas: Inside Myanmar’s Hidden Geno-

cide,” that described the Rohingya as “unknown”
and perhaps the most under-acknowledged persecuted
community on the planet. At the moment, the Rohing-
ya community is broadly split into three sections. The
bulk, perhaps about 1.1 million, are in refugee camps in
Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh. Authorities in the country
are struggling with the implications of this, trying to
ensure the refugees do not enter the domestic labor
force, while looking to relocate them if at all possible.
About 600,000, mostly elderly, still live in Myanmar’s
Rakhine state in the internal camps they were forced
to enter in 2013. It was the threat to this community in
particular that led the International Court of Justice to
issue a 2020 ruling demanding urgent action to protect
them from the Myanmar authorities.
A further 400,000 Rohingya are scattered across In-
dia, Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, plus some in
Pakistan. They have no official refugee status and are
mostly dispersed among the labor force, often in con-
ditions akin to slavery. The legitimate demands of the
Rohingya are for citizenship in Myanmar and a return
to Rakhine. The obvious problem is that this was hard

enough to safely arrange before the 2021 military coup
in Myanmar, and is impossible now.

Bangladesh is in a difficult position. It has a long his-
tory of forcibly returning Rohingya refugees, in part
because it does not wish to legitimize the actions of
the authorities in Myanmar, and it is a poor country
with enough domestic problems of its own. Regard-
less of where the Rohingya are currently located, a
number of issues need to be a part of any discussions
with Myanmar’s national unity government. Such
talks are something to which they seem amenable.
Firstly, the Rohingya name must be accepted and
used. There is no justification for pandering to the
views of the older leadership of the National League
for Democracy that the Rohingya are “Bengalis.” Us-
age of the community’s proper name on a consistent
basis is a more powerful statement than might initial-
ly appear to be the case.

Linked to this, any discussion with the national unity
government must be on the basis of removing all re-
strictions on the citizenship of the Rohingya that were
introduced over the past five decades. The evidence
that emerged during 2021 suggests that playing down
the rights of the Rohingya is not a means through which
to bring about a democratic and inclusive Myanmar.

In addition, all lands seized from the Rohingya since
2010 — in other words, during the country’s democratic
period — must be returned. In combination, these ac-
tions will be a challenge for the Myanmar authorities,
not least because they will have to address 60 years of
carefully curated prejudice, but they nevertheless form
the basis for a secure settlement.

As noted, the IC] has identified the predominantly el-
derly community of Rohingya, who were unable to flee
and remain in Rakhine, as being particularly at risk.
Any interaction with Myanmar’s military authorities
will be difficult but, ideally, the UN should regain con-
trol over the camps the Rohingya were forced into.

A restating of the IC]’s warning to Myanmar’s gov-
ernment would be very valuable. It made it clear
that any violence against the residents of the camps
would clearly cross the threshold set for the determi-
nation of genocide, as there would be no ambiguity
about the extent to which it was being carried out as
a deliberate act of state policy.

A clear statement of intent from the US about bringing
charges of genocide and assigning judicial and criminal

justice assets to this task would also help to protect
this vulnerable subgroup of Rohingya. Washington last
month announced that it has formally determined that
the actions of the Myanmar military against the Rohing-
ya amount to genocide and crimes against humanity.
The generals currently in control of Myanmar might
have no plans to visit the US or the EU any time soon,
but they do travel to other Association of Southeast
Asian Nations countries and need external connections
through which to launder their wealth.
The Rohingya have a pressing need for their formal
status to be established. Bangladesh’s concerns are
understandable, as they fear having to cope with a
permanent refugee population that adds to the de-
mands on their state.
The Rohingya have no desire to remain in Bangladesh
indefinitely, so the key is to ensure adequate support
is provided for now and that efforts are made to enable
them to work. It is also important to resist attempts
by the Bangladeshi authorities to relocate the refugee
camps. Again, the US can exert a disproportionately
large level of influence when other bodies, such as the
UN’s refugee agency, struggle to be heard.
In some ways, the existing case brought before the ICJ]
by Gambia accusing authorities in Myanmar of geno-
cide against the Rohingya has stalled as a result of the
military coup in the country in February last year. How-
ever, it is still gathering information that could inform
a future judgment and, in the meantime, it seems the
court’s clear ruling in 2020 has had at least some effect
in protecting the Rohingya that remain in Myanmar.
The IC]J is the only feasible route to a genocide rul-
ing because China and Russia will veto any attempt
to achieve this through the UN Security Council.
The US could bring its own case, on the basis of its
own recent report on the subject, or throw its weight
behind Gambia’s. Either option would give the case
a higher international profile.
More importantly, perhaps, it would increase the threat
that those who are eventually found guilty of genocidal
actions will face proper justice.
In the former Yugoslavia, the process to achieve a sim-
ilar outcome has been slow, even with the eventual co-
operation of Bosnia, Croatia and Serbia, but effective,
with many of those found guilty of war crimes or ethnic
cleansing now serving lengthy prison sentences.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Construction of highways: How
can quality of work be ensured?

Mumtaz Ahmed Bhatti

No inquiry should
be made on any
development project
before it is completed.
All the requirements
of engineers such as
technical allowance,
vehicles, fuel as required.
Executive engineers
should not be called for
unnecessary meetings

OUNTRIES and nations develop with the con-
struction of highways. Countries around the
world that are rapidly moving towards develop-
ment. These countries paid full attention to the con-
struction of highways in their countries. Developed
countries built national highways and also focused on
farm-to-market roads. In Punjab, Mian Shahbaz Sha-
rif constructed Form to Market Roads in five phases

under khadim e Alla Rural Roads Program. A team of
Pakistani and Korean engineers was formed to test
the quality of these roads.

The team tested the material samples of these roads
from reputed laboratories in Lahore and Taxila. In the
Annual Development Program Punjab 2021-22, there
are 592 ongoing road schemes with an estimated cost
of Rs. 211,371.910 million. The expenditure till June
2021 is Rs. 128,562.069 million. Monitoring & Evalua-
tion has given very serious observation on the quality
of work of many road projects in Punjab. Corruption
has been identified in various road projects.Action
should not be taken only against executive engineers,
sub-divisional officers and sub-engineers if corruption
is proved in road projects. Action must be taken against
the engineers, contractors, consultants and all the of-
ficers involved in corruption in the road projects.
There are 323 on-going road schemes in Baluchistan.
The estimated cost is Rs. 94040.018 million and till June
2021, the expenditure has been Rs. 34284.062 million.
Engineers are facing difficulties in working in Baluch-
istan due to security issues. Some engineers have been
Kidnapped and killed. Despite all these difficulties, the
engineers of Baluchistan are working. And the quality
of work of development projects is improving day by
day. engineers of Baluchistan have also disproved the
perception that development work in Baluchistan is
completed in files rather than on the ground.

There are complaints of corruption and irregularities
in development projects in some areas of Baluchistan
like other provinces but before forming any opinion
should also take the point of view of the engineers who
are working on the development projects. According to
Baluchistan Provincial PSDP, the targets set for devel-
opment projects could not be achieved from last three
yars . It is important to know the reasons why the tar-
gets could not be achieved. Shortage of funds was the
reason or something else.

Where corruption complaints are coming from one
thing that is common is that quality control mate-
rial tests are not performed as much as required. If
all the required tests are performed then the fail-
ure rate of the test increases and it becomes clear

that substandard material is being used in the road.
Development projects are executed by executive en-
gineers and their juniors. The duties of the Superin-
tendent Engineers and Chief Engineers also include
inspecting the projects under construction in their
jurisdiction so that substandard material is not used
in the projects. should corruption be found in a pro-
ject, should it be the responsibility of the executive
engineer alone or should it be the responsibility of
all those who inspect it? This is because the officers
receive TA, DA on inspection and there is huge ex-
penditure on fuel. There is also the impression that
corruption is rampant in the roads sector.

That is why some engineers are working hard for Post-
ing in the roads sector. Officers involved in corruption
are very influential and it is very difficult to take ac-
tion against them. Corruption will end when there is
strict legal action against influential officials involved
in corruption. Development Projects in Sindh Province
There is an impression that development projects in
Sindh are constructed from sub-standard materials.
This impression is completely wrong.

I visited some of the road projects being constructed in
the cities of Sukkur, Khairpur, Larkana and Shikarpur
in Sindh. All roads are very good in terms of quality.
When I visit some other cities of Sindh and roads of Ba-
lochistan then I will write in detail on the roads of Sindh
and Balochistan. The quality of work of all development
projects, including highways, can be improved and en-
sured. If the posting of engineers is on merit, there is
no political interference, the opinion of non-technical
persons should not be given priority over technical
persons. Boards should be formed in every department
for transfer and posting. No engineer should be trans-
ferred before three years without solid reasons.

No inquiry should be made on any development project
before it is completed. All the requirements of engineers
such as technical allowance, vehicles, fuel as required.
Executive engineers should not be called for unneces-
sary meetings. Ensure that no engineer has to pay bribe
to Planning Commission, Planning and Development or
Finance Department for any project. Improvement is
possible only if the necessary steps are taken.

Justin Bronk

Russia needs a
ceasefire soon,
however, because
the current rate
of equipment
and personnel
losses 1s not
sustainable,
and in any case,
they are making
little meaningful
progress except
in the east

N March 25, the Russian
Ministry of Defence an-
nounced that the “first

phase” of the invasion of Ukraine
was over. A mere month earlier,
President Vladimir Putin had
vowed to completely destroy
Ukraine’s military capabilities
and to replace the Ukrainian gov-
ernment, which he claimed with-
out any evidence was a neo-Nazi
junta planning to commit “geno-
cide” in Donbas.

To that end, on February 24 the
Russian army and airborne forces
attempted a lightning assault on
Kyiv, and simultaneously launched
offensives against Kharkiv, Sumy,
Chernihiv, Kherson, Melitopol,
Mariupol and on the line of con-
tact in the Donbas region. The
subsequent month of unexpect-
edly vicious high-intensity combat
has seen Russian forces fail to
take all the cities, with the excep-
tion of the smaller southern cities
of Kherson and Melitopol, which
fell in the first days. In return, the
Russian army has taken extremely
heavy losses; between 7,000 and
15,000 personnel killed and more
than 2,000 vehicles visually con-
firmed as destroyed or captured.
The new announcement by the
Russian government is a direct
response to these failures. It
is an admission that, at least
for now, Russia cannot return
Ukraine to its control by force.
Instead of regime change (“dena-
zification” according to Russia),
the new claim is that Russia’s
goal is a more limited focus on
taking territory and destroying
Ukrainian forces in the Donbas.
This is a serious crisis for Pres-
ident Putin’s regime. To justify
the “special military operation”
against Ukraine, he has used
extreme rhetoric and baseless
claims of neo-Nazism and gen-
ocide in Ukraine for months.
Since the invasion began, ordi-
nary Russians have been present-
ed with a barrage of “Z”-themed
pro-war propaganda, patriotic
speeches and rallies designed to
stir patriotic fervour.

During the first few days, when
Russian leaders still assumed
they would quickly defeat
Ukraine, Russian state media
carried pronouncements that
President Putin’s invasion had
reshaped the world order and
put an end to both the “Ukraine
question” and a unipolar Unit-
ed States-led, NATO dominated
world. Perhaps even more impor-
tantly, Russia’s military power
and history - both conventional
and nuclear - are a cornerstone
of national identity and national
pride, and Russians have long
looked down culturally and politi-
cally on Ukraine and Ukrainians.
All of this makes the current sit-
uation extremely difficult for the

Russian government to explain
to its people.
In the information climate care-
fully created by the Russian gov-
ernment for its people, how could
the mighty Russian military have
failed to destroy the much weaker
Ukrainian army? How can a sup-
posedly high-tech “special military
operation” that would be conduct-
ed in a short time by elite forces
have led to tens of thousands of
dead, wounded and captured Rus-
sian troops and more than 2,000
destroyed Russian vehicles? How
is it that the Ukrainian people -
supposedly being oppressed by an
unpopular neo-Nazi junta imposed
by shadowy hostile Western forces
- are now fighting with fierce an-
ger and almost total national unity
against their Russian “liberators”?
Most of all, how can the Russian
government - supposedly a nucle-
ar superpower, and the self-pro-
claimed heir of the victory over
Nazi Germany in 1945 - make a
ceasefire deal that leaves the sup-
posedly “genocidal”, “neo-Nazi”
Ukrainian government in power?
By creating a narrative justifica-
tion for the invasion that was com-
pletely divorced from reality, the
Russian government has created
a situation where almost any pos-
sible outcome to the war now will
be extremely hard to justify to its
own people.
Russia needs a ceasefire soon,
however, because the current rate
of equipment and personnel loss-
es is not sustainable, and in any
case, they are making little mean-
ingful progress except in the east.
In fact, in the past week, Ukraine
has retaken significant territory
around Mykolaiv and Kherson in
the southwest, around Irpin and
Makariv to the west of Kyiv and
Trostyanets to the east of Kyiv.
With each passing day, the Ukrain-
ian hand in the ongoing ceasefire
negotiations becomes stronger
rather than weaker.
In this context, the Russian an-
nouncement of a new phase of
the war that will focus on the Don-
bas has two purposes. Firstly, it
represents a pragmatic military
strategy. The Donbas is the part
of Ukraine where Russian forces
stand the best chance of achieving
major military successes — they
are attempting to concentrate suf-
ficient forces to break the Ukrain-
ian defence line along the Donets
River and have gained important
ground around Izyum in the past
week. It makes sense to prioritise
overstretched forces where they
have the best chance of achieving
tangible results, which will im-
prove their bargaining position in
ceasefire talks. Secondly, this is
the start of an effort to moderate
the expectations created by the
completely unrealistic view of the
war that the Russian government
has fed its people.
Despite this, some in the Russian
government seem to find it hard
to accept these reduced ambitions
and the reality that they imply. On
March 27, the propagandist known
as “Putin’s mouthpiece”, Dmitry
Kiselyov, stated on Russian tel-
evision that “Russia will never
cede Ukraine to anyone ... it has
to be part of Russia, even against
Ukraine’s own will.” Furthermore,
Russia continues to conduct mis-
sile strikes throughout Ukraine in-
cluding in Lviv in the west, and is
finding it difficult to disengage its
forces around Kyiv, Kharkiv, Sumy
and Kherson due to strong Ukrain-
ian counterattacks. Therefore,
while a new phase of the invasion
has been announced, it remains to
be seen if Russia can successfully
focus on the Donbas as stated.

— Courtesy: Al Jazeera
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SC mulls
legality of
the ruling

FroMm Pace 01
that it could not decide
on the case without lis-
tening to everyone. “The
ruling cannot come out of
thin air,” CJ Bandial said
as he adjourned the case
till 12:05 pm tomorrow.
Farook H Naik argued
before the court today
for two hours whereas
Raza Rabbani and Makh-
doom Ali Khan still have
to present their argu-
ments. Naik urged the
court to decide on the
case today but the court
said it needed more time
to hear the arguments of
other lawyers.

Justice Ijazul Ahsan said the
court’s decision will have
farreaching ramifications
so it could not make haste
in announcing its decision
without giving the other par-
ty an opportunity to present
their argument.

On Sunday, Qasim Suri,
the deputy speaker, dis-
missed the no-confidence
motion against PM Imran
Khan citing Article 5. Sub-
sequently, President Arif
Alvi dissolved the Nation-
al Assembly on the advice
of the prime minister.
As a constitutional crisis
gripped the country, the
apex court took a suo motu
notice to resolve the mat-
ter. As the hearing started
today, a petition filed by
the opposition seeking the
formation of a full bench
to hear the case was dis-
missed as the CJP said
that the formation of a full
bench would create delays
in other cases.

PTT proposes

ex-CJP
Gulzar...
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send two names to the
parliamentarian com-
mittee responsible for
appointing a caretaker
prime minister.

The eight-member parlia-
mentary committee, com-
prising National Assembly
and Senate members, with
equal representation from
the government and Oppo-
sition, will be formed by
the NA speaker.

PTI Chairman Imran Khan
will continue as the prime
minister despite being
de-notified as the premier,
till the appointment of a
caretaker prime minister,
the President’s Secretariat
said in a presser issued af-
ter Sunday midnight.
Earlier, President Dr Arif
Alvi on Monday sent a let-
ter to incumbent Prime
Minister Imran Ahmad
Khan Niazi and Leader of
the Opposition in the out-
going National Assembly
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif, to propose a suita-
ble person for the caretak-
er prime minister

The letter has been writ-
ten under Article 224 A
(1 )of the Constitution of
Pakistan in the wake of the
dissolution of the National
Assembly on Sunday. The
letter says that in case the
Prime Minister and the
Leader of the Opposition
in the outgoing National
Assembly do not agree on
any person to be appoint-
ed as the caretaker Prime
Minister within three days
of the dissolution of the
National Assembly, they
shall forward two nomi-
nees each to a Committee
to be immediately consti-
tuted by the Speaker of the
National Assembly.

Biden: Putin
should...

From Pace 01
Zelenskyy called the Rus-
sian actions “genocide” and
called for the West to apply
tougher sanctions against
Russia. Biden, however,
stopped short of calling the
actions genocide.

The bodies of 410 civilians
have been removed from Ky-
iv-area towns that were re-
cently retaken from Russian
forces, Ukraine’s prosecu-
tor-general, Iryna Venedik-
tova, said. Associated Press
journalists saw the bodies of
at least 21 people in various
spots around Bucha, north-
west of the capital.

“We have to continue to pro-
vide Ukraine with the weap-
ons they need to continue the
fight. And we have to gather
all the detail so this can be an
actual - have a war crimes tri-
al,” Biden said. Biden lashed
out at Putin as “brutal.”
“What’s happening in Bucha
is outrageous and everyone
sees it,” Biden added.

Humanitarian mine action
vital for regional peace

Azerbaijani presidential aide Hikmat Hajiyev emphasized that the
Azerbaijani regions liberated from Armenian occupation in the second
Karabakh war (2020) are the most mine-contaminated area in the world

DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s history has been re-
plete with Armenian-committed atrocities
against its innocent civilians over the last
century. These atrocities culminated during
the first Karabakh war (1988-1994) when
Armenia’s armed forces committed crimes
against humanity and war crimes against in-
nocent Azerbaijanis.

The planting of mines in Azerbaijan’s for-
mer occupied territories is one of the vivid
examples of Armenia’s long-lasting inhu-
man policy against its neighbor. The liberat-
ed lands of Azerbaijan, which were occupied
by Armenia for 30 years, are now regarded
as the world’s most mine-littered territory.
Despite Armenia’s hostile and destructive
stance, Azerbaijan has consistently sought
opportunities for regional peace-building
initiatives. The international conference on
the theme “Humanitarian mine action and
sustainable development goals (SDGs),”
co-organized by the Azerbaijan Mine Action
Agency (ANAMA) and the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) in Baku
on March 31 - April 1, 2022, was another
significant step forward for Azerbaijan in its
efforts to promote regional peace.

The conference aimed to bring together
key players from the international commu-
nity, mine action operators, government
agencies, and civil society to discuss the

importance of humanitarian mine action in
combating the threat of mines to people’s
lives and livelihoods. Azerbaijan sees the
demining of its liberated territories as a key
factor for regional peace and prosperity.
Speaking at the event, Azerbaijani Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Leyla Abdullayeva
stressed that humanitarian mine action is
vital for ensuring regional peace.
“Humanitarian demining is very important
in terms of ensuring peace, stability and
security in the region. As you know, Azer-
baijan is carrying out large-scale restoration
and reconstruction work in the liberated

territories. It is important to clear the area
of mines so that people can return to their
native lands safely and with dignity,” Abdul-
layeva underlined. The Azerbaijani govern-
ment has made demining a priority, allocat-
ing large sums of money to these activities
in liberated areas, the spokesperson said.

The Azerbaijani government has prioritized
demining, allocating large sums of mon-
ey to these activities in liberated areas,
the spokesperson said. Moreover, Azer-
baijani presidential aide HikmatHajiyev
emphasized that the Azerbaijani regions
liberated from Armenian occupation in the

second Karabakh war (2020) are the most
mine-contaminated area in the world.
Hajiyev stated that Azerbaijan faces critical
issues such as the restoration and recon-
struction of liberated territories, as well as
the return of internally displaced persons.
The threat of mines is one of the most sig-
nificant obstacles in this regard, and Azer-
baijan hopes for serious international sup-
port in eliminating this threat.

Hajiyev described as accurate only 25 per-
cent of minefield maps provided by Arme-
nia. “They planted mines instead of trees in
our territories. Both soldiers and civilians
were killed and injured in the blasts. Unfor-
tunately, only 25 percent of the mine maps
provided by Armenia were useful,” Hajiyev
stressed. Earlier it was reported that Arme-
nia submitted to Azerbaijan all mine maps
of liberated territories as a result of talks
held through the Russian Defence Minis-
try’s mediation on December 4, 2021.

In his remarks at the event, ANAMA Chair-
man VugarSuleymanov stated that since No-
vember 10, 2020, over 25,000 hectares of
land have been cleared of mines, and over
55,000 mines and unexploded ordnance
have been discovered and neutralized on
the liberated territories. Suleymanov stat-
ed that Azerbaijan’s Karabakh region ranks
first in the world for mine pollution and that
due to the magnitude of the problem, the
Azerbaijani government prioritizes demi-
ning of the liberated territories.

US deploys Patriot missile
system to Philippines: Report

Patriot missile system has been deployed in Aparri in Cagayan province

has deployed the system
overseas by land and sea,

AGENCIES

ations, counter-terrorism,
humanitarian  assistance,

lations. It is particularly im-
portant to prevent improper

KARACHI: Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Chairman Ramiz
Raja has said that we cannot give up cricket to politics while

WASHINGTON: The US
has deployed a Patriot sur-
face-to-air missile defense
system to the Philippines, a
media report said on Mon-
day. It is the “first time as
part of annual joint war
games,” the Filipino daily
Inquirer reported.

The Patriot missile system
has been deployed in Apar-
ri in the Cagayan province,

the report added.

The US and Philippines
are holding the “largest-ev-
er” joint military exercise
across the Luzon island
from March 28 to April 8.
Some 5,100 US military
personnel and 3,800 Phil-
ippine soldiers are partic-
ipating in the exercise in
the archipelago nation.
The joint military exercise,
known as Balikatan 2022, is

and disaster relief,” accord-
ing to the US Embassy in
Manila. The American and
Philippine soldiers prac-
ticed joint landings, para-
chute jumps, and live firing
drills. Meanwhile, Philip-
pines Foreign Secretary
TeodoroLocsin and China’s
State Councilor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi held bi-
lateral talks in the eastern
Chinese province of Anhui
on Monday.

“Both agreed that maritime

which is located in the focusing on “maritime secu-
northern Philippines facing  rity, amphibious operations,
south of Taiwan, it said. livefire training, urban
This is the first time the US  operations, aviation oper-

issues should be put in a
proper place in bilateral re-

steps that could disrupt or
even undermine bilateral
relations and stability in the
South China Sea,” China’s
Foreign Ministry Spokesper-
son Hua Chunying said in a
brief statement on Twitter.
Wang stated that China is
ready to work toward the
goal of building "five homes,"
including a peaceful, safe, se-
cure, prosperous, beautiful,
and amicable home with the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), as
outlined by Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping.

Swiatek cried for
‘40 minutes’ after
Barty’s retirement

MIAMI: World number one IgaSwiatek said she cried
for 40 minutes after learning of three-time Grand
Slam champion Ash Barty’s shock retirement last
month. Swiatek took over the top ranking on Monday
after Australian Barty decided to call time on her ca-
reer at the age of 25. “I was crying for 40 minutes,”
Swiatek told the BBC on Monday. “Mainly, it was be-
cause of Ash’s retirement. I didn’t know it was going

to happen and it really surprised me.

“I always had this vision that we would all play until we are
35 or something until our bodies are so tired that we can’t
anymore. “I needed time to actually understand what she
must have thought. Her decision was really brave and I felt
a lot of emotions because of that.” Swiatek said she also
became emotional after finding out that she could take
over the top spot, which the 20-year-old Pole did after a sec-
ond-round win at the Miami Open. She eventually went on
to lift the title. “I realised after two hours of being really
emotional that ‘Hey, you don’t know what is going to hap-
pen yet and you still have to win some matches,” Swiatek
said. “So I told myself ‘let’s wait with the emotions and with
being excited because I have work to do.” - Agencies

United 'not
favourites' for
top-four spot:

Rangnick

MANCHESTER: Manches-
ter United interim manager
Ralf Rangnick said they are
"not favourites" to finish
in the Premier League's
top four after slipping to
seventh with a 1-1 draw
against Leicester City. The
Old Trafford club are three
points outside the top four
with eight games left.

"It doesn't help at all to
look at the table every
weekend and speculate
and anticipate what might
happen, how many points
might we need," Rangnick
told reporters. "Right now
we are not the favourites,
for sure, for number four.
"I'm not a fortune teller, so I
don't know where Manches-
ter United will be next sea-
son. For us, it's my job, our
job ... to finish the season on
the highest and best possible
note." United play at Everton
on Saturday and Rangnick
said getting the three points
was their only focus.

"The season is not over.
We still have another eight
games to play and I think
then it's time to draw the
right conclusions and take
the right decisions for next
season," he added. - APP

reacting to Pakistan-India cricket.

In an interview with foreign media, the PCB chairman said
that Cricket Australia has welcomed the four-nation tourna-
ment, while the International Cricket Council (ICC) has not
yet revealed its thoughts about the four-nation tournament.
Raja said that India, England, and ICC have not yet made a
statement regarding the four-nation tournament, and Paki-
stan has proved its foolproof security and ability to host crick-
et on the international level. The former cricketer said that
the international broadcaster told him that the Pakistan-India
T20 World Cup match had broken all the records of viewer-
ship. Talking about the Pakistan Super League (PSL), Raja
said we plan to make PSL better, and the PCB will definitely
take it towards the auction. It is pertinent to mention that
Raja has sent the proposed plan of the four-nation Super Se-

ries to the ICC, while a copy of the draft of the series has also
been sent to Australia, India, and England. - APP

Rampant Spurs go fourth
in Premier League

LONDON: Tottenham pow-
ered into fourth place in
the Premier League with a
5-1 rout of Newcastle, while
West Ham's 2-1 victory
pushed Everton deeper into
relegation trouble on Sun-
day. Antonio Conte's side
staged a stirring comeback
to make it five wins from
their last six league games.
Newcastle  struck first
through Fabian Schar, but
Ben Davies equalised be-
fore the break in north
London. Matt Doherty, Son
Heung-min, Emerson Royal
and Steven Bergwijn netted
after half-time as Tottenham

climbed above bitter rivals
Arsenal on goal difference.
Arsenal, who have two
games in hand on Totten-
ham, can regain fourth
place if they avoid defeat at
Crystal Palace on Monday.
Regardless of that result,
Tottenham are firmly in the
race to qualify for next sea-
son's Champions League,
despite Conte's claim that it
would be a miracle to finish
in the top four.

"It's very difficult to be in
the race for the Champions
League. We want to stay
there until the end. We have
to continue to play this way

with intensity," Conte said.
"I'm very happy. I was hap-
py before the international
break. I said it was a pity
we had to stop. I asked my
players today to start in the
same way we left.

"We know we have eight final
games. Arsenal has a good
advantage but to play against
us in this moment is not
easy." Newcastle snatched
the lead against the run of
play in the 39th minute when
Schar's freekick from the
edge of the area caught Hugo
Lloris unsighted as it evaded
the Tottenham keeper's weak
attempted save.— APP

Nadal was among the first to congratulate Alcaraz upon his win on Sunday, hailing a “historical” triumph

DNA

MIAMI:Carlos Alcaraz believes
watching boyhood idol Rafael Na-
dal helped him become the young-
est ever Miami Open champion on
Sunday. Alcaraz, who turns 19 next
month, showed why many believe
he is currently the hottest young
prospect in men’s tennis with a 7-5,
6-4 victory over Norway’s world
number eight Casper Ruud to land
a first ATP Masters crown.

Only two men have won titles
at this level at a younger age
- Michael Chang, who was 18
years and five months old when
he won in Toronto in 1990, and
Rafael Nadal, 18 years and 10
months when he was victorious
in Monte Carlo in 2005. Alcaraz
dropped just one set on the way
to his Miami triumph and now
will head off to compete on his
preferred surface of clay buoyed

by the biggest win of his career.
There’s a long way to go before
even getting close to replicating
the legendary career of 21 Grand
Slam-winning compatriot Nadal
but Alcaraz says he plans to have
fun trying. “I have always looked
up to Rafa, I always watched his
big moments and matches and
learned a lot from that,” Alcaraz,
who received a congratulatory
call from Spain’s King Felipe VI,
after a famous win which saw him
collapse to the floor upon winning
the final point, told AFP.

“When I fell to the floor, all the
times I have dreamed of this came
to me,” added Alcaraz, beaten
by Nadal in the semi-finals at In-
dian Wells last month. Nadal was
among the first to congratulate
Alcaraz upon his win on Sunday,
hailing a “historical” triumph.
“The first of many to come I'm
sure,” Nadal wrote on Twitter.
Much is expected of Alcaraz
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whose passionate, all-energy dis-
plays in the latter stages of the
Miami Open energised the Florida
crowd. He insisted afterwards that
his target now is to win a Grand
Slam - and this was certainly a
good start. It was the more under-
stated Norwegian, 23, however,
who looked more comfortable in
the early stages of what was his
10th ATP final by breaking early

' and keeping the pressure firmly

on his precocious opponent.

Despite the majority of the crowd
backing the Spanish player, he was
unable to take a break opportunity
at 3-1 with Ruud proving he pos-
sesses the kind of mental strength
to thrive in such high pressure sit-
uations. Yet when another chance
came to pierce the world number
eight’s service game, Alcaraz,
who reached the last four in In-
dian Wells last month, grabbed it
before holding his own serve to
put a lively first set firmly back

in the balance at 4-4. A blistering
forehand set up two more break
points and although Ruud saved
the first, he then hit wide to put
Alacaraz in the driving seat to land
the opening set.

Two breaks at the start of the
second set further cemented Al-
caraz’s dominance, the teenager
racing into a 3-0 lead which was
too tall a mountain for the com-
bative yet ultimately outclassed
Ruud. “I didn’t expect to reach the
final so I can’t be too upset,” said
the Norwegian. “Carlos is very
aggressive and a great mover. You
think you’ve hit a winner but he is
there to return it.” It was an emo-
tion-charged afternoon for Alcaraz
and his camp who were boosted
before the match when coach Juan
Carlos Ferrero, the former world
number one, who has been absent
from the tournament following the
death of his father, turned up to
surprise his protege.

From Pace 01
support Ukraine’s version
of events. He said Russian
“experts at the Ministry of
Defence have identified signs
of video fakes and various
fakes”, without elaborating.
“We would demand that many
international leaders do not
rush to sweeping accusations
and at least listen to our argu-
ments,” he added.

Peskov also said Russia’s
diplomats would press on
with their efforts to convene
a United Nations Security
Council meeting to discuss
what Moscow has called
“Ukrainian provocations” in
Bucha despite their first ef-
fort to arrange such a meet-
ing being blocked.

Peskov declined to com-
ment on whether the furo-
re over Bucha would affect
peace talks between Mos-
cow and Kyiv, which had
been set to resume via video
conference on Monday.

On Monday, Polish
Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki called for an
international investiga-
tion into what he termed a
“genocide” carried out by
Russian troops in Ukraine,
including in Bucha.

PM imposed
‘civilian
martial law’:
Shahbaz

From Pack 01
adding that PM Imran Khan
imposed civilian martial
law, while General Pervez
Musharraf also took a sim-
ilar unconstitutional deci-
sion on November 3, 2007.
He termed the fouryear
tenure of the former PTI-
led government a period of
“an individual government,
totalitarian and fascist.”

On March 24, speaker of
the National Assembly Asad
Qaiser granted leave to
the no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan, according to the
will of the House.

Recalling Sunday’s ruling
of the NA deputy speaker
regarding the no-confidence
motion, he asked, “if Qasim
Suri termed the motion
as ‘unconstitutional’, why
wasn't it raised earlier?”
“PTI used Article 5 to prevent
themselves from the embar-
rassment that they would have
faced after their defeat in case
of voting on the no-confidence
motion,” Shahbaz said. Re-
garding the “foreign threat let-
ter” controversy, the leader of
the Opposition in the National
Assembly said that Pakistan’s
Ambassador Asad Majeed
hosted a farewell dinner on
March 16 and invited all US
officials, even those who were
accused by PM Imran Khan.”

Unlawful
game
played: Fazl

From Pace 01

the elections by dissolving
the assembly unconstitution-
ally. The Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI) head Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman also said that
the country is currently in a
constitutional crisis because
the Deputy Speaker has
given an unconstitutional
ruling. He appealed to the
court to reject the ruling
of the Deputy Speaker and
Members of the National
Assembly (MNAs) should be
given the right to vote on the
no-confidence motion.

To avoid rigging in future
elections, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said the electoral
reforms should be carried
out first and then elections.
Maulana said PM Imran dis-
solved the assembly on the
basis of the presumption of
ruling the Deputy Speaker.

IMF to
‘continue...

From Pace 01
the government’s recent-
ly announced amnesty
scheme and shared doubts
over the financial impact
and financing sources of
the prime minister’s re-
lief package on electricity
and petroleum prices. The
talks on the seventh re-
view of the $6bn Extended
Fund Facility started on
March 4.
The Fund had been con-
cerned over the “one step
forward, two steps back”
approach of the govern-
ment on critical reforms
having serious budget im-
plications going forward.
There are three critical
areas, including tax am-
nesty, untargeted sub-
sidy on petroleum prod-
ucts and general subsidy
on electricity rates.
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BAKU: One of the glorious
pages in Azerbaijan’s Kara-
bakh war history, the 2016
April battles later dubbed the
four-day war, bolstered a na-
tional soldier’s combat spirit
and paved the way for the ul-
timate victory gained by Azer-
baijan over Armenia in 2020.
These battles demonstrated
that the Azerbaijani people
and state will never accept
the occupation and Azerbai-
jan once again declared to the
enemy that it would restore
its territorial integrity at any
cost. Four years later, the
Azerbaijani Army has made
history and ensured the coun-
try’s territorial integrity.

On April 2, 2016, intensive
artillery shelling of Azerbai-
jani frontline positions and
settlements by the Armenian
armed forces made the coun-
ter-offensive necessary.

As a result of four-day battles,
the Azerbaijani army liber-
ated several strategically im-
portant heights and restored
control over 2,000 hectares
of land. The positions in the
direction of Tartar region’s
Talish village and Sugov-
ushan settlement, Jabrayil
region’s Lalatapa height and
Jojug Marjanli village, as well
as Goranboy region’s Gu-
lustan village, were cleared of
enemy forces.

The threat to the lives of
Jojug Marjanli resisdents in
the Jabrayil region was com-
pletely eliminated following
the liberation of the Lalata-
pa height.

Regime shelling
kills 3 children

in Idlib

IDLIB: Three children were
killed on Monday in an at-
tack by the Bashar al-Assad
regime and Iran-affiliated
terror groups, in violation of
a truce in Syria’s northwest-
ern Idlib de-escalation zone,
according to civil defense
forces.

Regime forces and allied
Iranian militias shelled the
village of Maarat Naasan
in northwestern Idlib prov-
ince, the sources said.
Three children were killed
in the attack, they added.
Monday’s attack coincided
with four airstrikes by Rus-
sian warplanes in southern
Idlib, according to local
sources.

Idlib falls within a de-escala-
tion zone forged under an
agreement between Turkey
and Russia in March 2020.
The regime, however, has con-
sistently violated the terms,
launching frequent attacks in-
side the de-escalation zone.
Syria has been mired in a
vicious civil war since ear-
ly 2011 when the Assad
regime cracked down on
pro-democracy protests
with unexpected ferocity.

In the past decade, around
half a million people have
been killed and more than
12 million had to flee their
homes.

Spanish PM
calls to probe
Russia

OVIEDO: Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez on
Monday said Russia should
be investigated for “war
crimes and genocide.”
“Putin’s unjustified aggres-
sion has again brought war
to the EU’s doorstep, the
horror of the war, as we've
seen in recent days,” he
said at an economic forum
in Madrid, referring to the
bloody scenes of dead civil-
ians discovered in the Kyiv
suburb of Bucha after Rus-
sian troops retreated.

“We will do everything possi-
ble to ensure that those who
committed these crimes do
not go unpunished and can ap-
pear before the International
Criminal Court to respond to
these alleged crimes against
humanity, war crimes, and
why not say it — genocide,”
Sanchez continued.

His use of the word “gen-
ocide” makes the Spanish
premier stand out from oth-
er global leaders.

On Sunday, NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stolten-
berg and US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken both
declined to use the term
when asked on CNN, al-
though they condemned
Russia’s actions.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy, on the other
hand, insists his country is
experiencing genocide and
says the scenes in places
like Bucha or the bombing
of the maternity hospital in
Mariupol prove it.

‘Political instability in Pakistan
always a cause of concern’

DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan is the
only all-weather strategic
cooperative partner of Chi-
na. The political instabili-
ty in Pakistan is always a
cause for concern, said Dr.
Wang Xu, Executive Deputy
Director of Centre for South
Asian Studies, Peking Uni-
versity. In his article pub-
lished by China Economic
Net on Monday, he referred
to no-trust motion against
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and dissolution of the Na-
tional Assembly and said
the political uncertainty is
growing in Pakistan.

The article says, “ with the

time-honored history and
solid foundation of friend-
ship, and having just cele-
brated the 70th anniversa-
ry of the establishment of
formal diplomatic ties, the
two countries are confident
enough to maintain and
shape the steady develop-
ment of bilateral ties that
have been friendly for gen-
erations, regardless of the
international and domestic
political changes.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping described China and
Pakistan as good brothers
and good partners sharing a
special friendship. In the his-
tory, no matter how interna-
tional and regional situations
change, China and Pakistan

have always stood by each
other, sharing joy and sor-
row, understanding and sup-
porting each other’s core in-
terests. This is because the
two countries have a high
degree of consistency in
safeguarding their joint and
regional common interests
of development and security.
During the Cold War, Chi-
na and Pakistan supported
each other to break the
geo-containment of the su-
perpower, worked together
in safeguarding regional
peace and stability in South
Asia. The two countries co-
operated with each other
to promote the normaliza-
tion of China-U.S. relations,
which changed the global

landscape of Cold War at
one stroke.

Since the turn of the century,
both countries have support-
ed each other in formulating
and implementing coun-
terterrorism strategies in
accordance with their respec-
tive national conditions, and
have jointly opposed “double
standards” and “stigmatiza-
tion” in counterterrorism
by international and regional
hegemonism.

In the past decade, the U.S.
adjusted its global strategy
to promote great power
competition in the name of
“Asia-Pacific Rebalancing”
and “Indo-Pacific strategy”,
and even hastily withdrew
its troops from Afghanistan

in disregard of the ground
reality, resulting in politi-
cal, economic, security and
humanitarian crises. As
neighbors of Afghanistan,
China and Pakistan have al-
ways supported the political
settlement on Afghan issue,
taking into full consideration
the historical and practical
factors of the Afghanistan,
and have been cooperating
with each other to promote
the post-withdrawal era of
Afghanistan from chaos to
stability and prosperity.

In the meantime, the co-
operation between China
and Pakistan in the field of
development, especially the
construction of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC), has injected new im-
petus into the in-depth devel-
opment of bilateral relations.
In April 2015, President Xi
Jinping paid a historic state
visit to Pakistan.

Both leaders agreed to
upgrade the bilateral rela-
tionship to an all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership and continue to
promote the construction of
the CPEC, building a closer
China-Pakistan community
with a shared future in the
new era. CPEC has brought
25.4 billion dollars in direct
investment to Pakistan,
created more than 70,000
jobs directly, and launched
a large number of social and
livelihood priority projects.

— s

KHARTOUM: Meer Behrose Regi, ambassador of Pakistan to Sudan received in his office

Dr Irfan Nezirolu, ambassador of Turkey in Khartoum. — DNA

Briefing on Uzbekistan’s
chairmanship of SCO held

News DEsk

ASHGABAT: The briefing
dedicated to Uzbekistan’s
chairmanship in the SCO
2022 was held in Ashgabat,
reports “Dunyo” IA corre-
spondent.

The event, organized by the
Embassy of Uzbekistan in
Turkmenistan, was attend-
ed by the heads of foreign
diplomatic missions and
international organizations,
representatives of govern-
ment agencies, public or-
ganizations and the media
of Turkmenistan.

The participants were in-
formed about the main pri-
orities of the chairmanship
of Uzbekistan in the SCO in
2022 and new initiatives of
the leadership of the coun-
try aimed at further build-

WS

ing up multifaceted cooper-
ation within the framework
of the SCO Family.

It was noted that based on
its constructive domestic
policy, the peaceful and
constructive nature of Uz-
bekistan’s foreign policy as-
pirations, official Tashkent
prioritized in the SCO the
issues of using the capabil-
ities of this organization to
comprehensively promote
international  cooperation
for the sake of peace in
the world, while strictly
adhering to the principles
of maintaining openness
and non-direction of the
SCO Platform against third
states and other structures.
The main attention within
the framework of Uzbeki-
stan’s chairmanship is paid
to the comprehensive ex-
pansion of constructive in-

teraction with the UN.

In this regard, the partici-
pants were informed about
the decision adopted by the
heads of the SCO member
states to award the Head
of the UN Regional Centre
for Preventive Diplomacy
for Central Asia (UNRC-
CA) Natalia Gherman with
the anniversary medal “20
years to the SCO” in recog-
nition of her special merits
in strengthening peace, sta-
bility, security and common
prosperity in Central Asia,
as well as deepening coop-
eration between the SCO
and the UN.

The medal and certificate
were presented to the UN-
RCCA Head Natalia Gher-
man in a solemn ceremony.
The UNRCCA Head highly
appreciated the chairman-
ship of Uzbekistan in the
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SCO, as well as the ongoing
work on the comprehensive
development and expansion
of good neighborly relations
in the Central Asian region.
Natalia Gherman expressed
her confidence that co-
operation will be further
strengthened during the
current chairmanship of Uz-
bekistan.

A presentation was also
held on the results of the
first Tashkent International
Investment Forum, which
took place on March 24-26
this year.

It was noted that the Invest-
ment Forum was the first
event of its kind in Central
Asia and in the world as a
whole, which took place in
difficult conditions of an
unprecedented increase in
geopolitical tensions in the
international arena.

Russia limits
visa-free entry
for West

MOSCOW: Russia on Mon-
day suspended visa-free en-
try to its territory for hold-
ers of diplomatic passports,
members of official delega-
tions, and journalists from
“unfriendly countries.”
Russian President Vladimir
Putin signed the relevant
decree on retaliatory visa
measures, amending visa
agreements with the EU,
Norway, Iceland, Switzer-
land, and Denmark.

On March 7, the Russian
government issued a list of
countries that were “taking
unfriendly actions against
Russia, Russian companies,
and citizens,” referring to
the economic sanctions
imposed amid the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war.

According to the decree
published on the govern-
ment’s website, the list
includes Albania, Andorra,
Australia, Great Britain and

its Jersey, Anguilla, British
Virgin Islands and Gibraltar,
EU member states, Iceland,
Canada, Liechtenstein, Mi-
cronesia, Monaco, New Zea-
land, Norway, South Korea,
San Marino, North Macedo-
nia, Singapore, US, Taiwan,
Ukraine, Montenegro, Swit-
zerland, and Japan.

The Russia-Ukraine war,
which started on Feb. 24,
has met international out-
rage with the EU, US, and
UK, among others, imple-
menting tough financial
sanctions on Moscow.

At least 1,417 civilians have
been killed in Ukraine and
2,038 injured, according to
UN estimates, with the true
figure feared to be far higher.
More than 4.2 million
Ukrainians have also fled to
neighboring countries, with
millions more displaced in-
side the country, according
to the UN refugee agency.

161 children killed in
Russian attacks

KIEV: At least 161 children
have been killed and 264
others injured since Russia
launched its war on Ukraine on
Feb. 24, the Ukrainian Prose-
cutor General’s Office claimed
on Monday.

The data is not yet complete,
the office said in a statement,
noting that work is underway
to determine the casualties in
several regions, particularly in
the besieged southeastern city
of Mariupol, some areas of the
capital Kyiv, northern Cherni-
hiv, and the easternmost Lu-
hansk regions.

Currently, it said, the number
of most affected children is in
Donetsk, Kharkiv, Chernihiv,
Mykolaiv, Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia,
Kherson, Sumy, and Zhytomyr
areas, as well as in Kyiv.

Meanwhile, the Russian ar-
my’s bombardments damaged
869 educational facilities, with
83 of them entirely destroyed,
the statement claimed.

It also claimed that there
have been 4,204 documented
“crimes of aggression and mil-
itary crimes,” as well as 2,219
“crimes against the national
security” of Ukraine.

The Russian war against
Ukraine, which started on Feb.
24, has been met with interna-
tional outrage, with the Europe-
an Union, US and UK among
others implementing tough
financial sanctions on Moscow.
At least 1,417 civilians have
been killed in Ukraine and
2,038 injured, according to
UN estimates, with the true
figure feared to be far higher.

UK foreign secretary
to visit Poland

ForeioN DEsk

LONDON: British Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss will
travel to Poland on Monday
evening to call for tougher
sanctions against Russia,
and hold talks with NATO
and G7 countries in Brus-
sels later in the week.
Truss will meet with
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba in Warsaw
this evening and Polish For-
eign Minister Zbigniew Rau
on Tuesday.

She will announce £10 mil-
lion ($13.1 million) in sup-
port for groups working
with survivors of sexual vio-

lence in Ukraine. This came
after reports of alleged
rape by Russian forces in
the country. She will also
visit aid groups supporting
Ukrainian refugees.

In a statement ahead of her
visit, Truss said: “(Russian
President Vladimir) Putin is
yet to show he is serious about
diplomacy. A tough approach
from the UK and our allies is
vital to strengthen Ukraine’s
hand in negotiations.

“Britain has helped lead
the way with sanctions to
cripple the Putin war ma-
chine. We will do more to
ramp up the pressure on
Russia and we will keep
pushing others to do more.

Azerbaijan
defuses
55,000 mines

BAKU: Azerbaijani mine
clearing experts have so far
defused 55,000 landmines
and explosive ordnance in
regions liberated from the
Armenian army in Novem-
ber 2020.

Azerbaijan’s mine disposal
teams continued to clear
areas of landmines and live
explosive devices in the
Karabakh and neighboring
regions. It is estimated that
the Armenian army has
planted hundreds of thou-
sands of mines in different
regions.

The Azerbaijan Mine Clear-
ance Agency (ANAMA) is
conducting an operation us-
ing cutting-edge equipment
to locate and defuse explo-
sives that are endangering
the lives of innocent people
as well army deployed in
Karabakh and neighboring
territories.

The Ministry of Emergency
Situations, Border Servic-
es Command and Turkish
Armed Forces (TAF) special
mine research squads have
been collaborating with AN-
AMA to clear the areas of
mines and explosives.

Iraq digs up
mass grave
in Najaf

BAGHDAD: A mass grave
believed to be of opponents
of the Saddam Hussein re-
gime was found in Iraqg’s
southern Najaf province, ac-
cording to local authorities
on Monday.

“The grave was discovered
near one of the complexes
under construction in Na-
jaf,” the Najaf governor’s
office said in a statement.
The statement said the
grave is believed to include
the remains of protesters
executed by the former re-
gime in the 1990s.

A popular uprising broke
out in southern Iraq dur-
ing the 1991 Gulf War, and
spread to the outskirts of
the capital, Baghdad, to
which the Saddam Hussein
regime responded by using
force to quell the protests.
Since the fall of the former
regime in 2003, international
and Iraqi experts have found
dozens of mass graves of the
victims of the uprising.

Baku celebrates
Int’l Children’s
Book Day

BAKU: International
Children’s Book Day
has been celebrated in
Baku. Initiated by the
International Board on
Books for Young People
(IBBY), the day has been
celebrated in many coun-
tries since 1967 on the
birthday of the great sto-
ryteller Hans Christian
Andersen on April 2.
The first Children’s Book
Festival was held in the
country as part of the cel-
ebration. The festival was
organized by the Azerbaijan
Publishing Houses Associa-
tion to inspire a love of read-
ing and to call attention to
children’s books.

The two-days festival
brought together not only
readers of different ages,
but also all those involved in
book art, including writers,
publishers, artists, editors,
book distributors, librari-
ans, teachers, critics, trans-
lators and journalists.

The festival with the partici-
pation of various publishing
houses, book houses, as well
as private individuals aroused
great interest among young
readers. Fairy tale hours,
meetings with authors of chil-
dren’s books, and various pro-
jects were presented as part
of the festival.

Nm marks 73rd anniversary amid security challenges

ForeigN DEsk

BRUSSELS: NATO
marked its 73rd anni-
versary on Monday as
Europe faces security
challenges caused by the
Russian war on Ukraine,
which is regarded by
many as the “biggest
threat” Europe has faced
since the Cold War and
the “greatest destruc-
tion” witnessed since
World War II.

NATO was founded to re-
structure the security ar-
chitecture in Western Eu-
rope after World Wat II.
The alliance, which de-
fines its main objective
as securing the inde-
pendence and security
of the member countries
through military and po-
litical means, is perhaps
best known for its Arti-
cle 5, which commits its

members to collective
defense.

Under Article 5, “the Par-
ties agree that an armed
attack against one or
more of them in Europe
or North America shall
be considered an attack
against them all.”

To date, the article has
been invoked precisely
once, in the wake of the
Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks in the US.
Enlargement

Founded in Washington
on April 4, 1949, with 12
founding members, the
alliance, currently has 30
members, including long-
time pillar Turkey since
its membership in 1952.
Furthermore, Germa-
ny became a member in
1955 and Spain joined
the alliance in 1982. The
Czech Republic, Hungary
and Poland became mem-
bers in the 1999 enlarge-

ment.

The 2004 expansion in-
cluded Bulgaria, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Roma-
nia, Slovakia and Slove-
nia. Albania and Croatia
joined the alliance in
2009 and Montenegro in
2017.

In 2020, North Mace-
donia became the 30th
member of NATO.
NATO’s main headquar-
ters is located in Brus-
sels, where decisions are
taken unanimously by its
30 members.

Allies meet at different
levels to consult on secu-
rity issues.
Trans-Atlantic forum
Each year, the foreign
ministers of the member
states meet two times
and the defense minis-
ters four times at the
main headquarters.
Leaders of NATO coun-
tries also meet at sum-

mits held in one of the
member countries every
2 years. It functions as

a trans-Atlantic forum
where its members con-
sult and act jointly on se-

curity issues of common
interest.
This year, the leaders’

summit will be held in the
Spanish capital Madrid
on June 29- 30.
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Elon Musk
buys large
stake in
Twitter

NEW YORK: Elon Musk
has taken a major stake in
Twitter, regulatory filings
showed Monday, sending the
social media network’s stock
soaring and igniting specula-
tion he could seek an active
role in its operations. Musk,
the world’s richest man
and CEO of electric vehicle
company Tesla, is a frequent
Twitter user who often posts
controversial messages and
announcements, and has
long been critical of social
media companies.

In one recent post he ques-
tioned Twitter’s adherence
to free speech and hinted at
launching his own platform.
According to a document
filed with the US Securi-
ties and Exchange Com-
mission (SEC), the South
African-born billionaire ac-
quired nearly 73.5 million
Twitter shares - a 9.2 per-
cent stake in the company.
Based on Friday’s closing
price of the company’s stock,
his investment amounts to
nearly $2.9 billion. Investors
responded quickly. At 7.15
am in New York (1115 GMT)
Twitter’s stock was trading at
about $49, up by around 26
percent. “We would expect
this passive stake as just the
start of broader conversa-
tions with the Twitter board/
management that could ulti-
mately lead to an active stake
and a potential more aggres-
sive ownership role of Twit-
ter,” analysts Daniel Ives and
John Katsingris of Wedbush
wrote in a note.

Musk launched a poll on
Twitter on March 25, say-
ing “free speech is essential
to a functioning democra-
cy. Do you believe Twitter
rigorously adheres to this
principle?” More than two
million people voted in the
poll, with over 70 percent
saying “no.” - APP

IHC seeks

TV licenses
record from

PEMRA

UsMAN CHAUDHRY

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Monday south relevant re-
cord from the Pakistan Elec-
tronic Media Regulatory Au-
thority (PEMRA) in a case
challenging issuance of TV
licenses beyond the capaci-
ty. The court asked PEMRA
to also inform in its report
about the international
practices and whether it
had the capacity to telecast
more channels.

Chief Justice Athar Minallah
issued the directives while
hearing a petition filed by
the Pakistan Broadcasters
Association (PBA). At the
outset of hearing, the chief
justice remarked that PEM-
RA was a regulator and it
should not focus only on
collecting money. PEMRA’s
lawyer, however, requested
the court to send the matter
again to the Authority.

China battles Virus

Shanghai to extend
anti-covid lockdown

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) on Sunday dispatched more than
2,000 medical personnel from across the army, navy and joint logistics
support forces to Shanghai, an armed forces newspaper reported

Globhal covid cases top 490min

CALIFORNIA: While countries around the world are working to flatten the coro-
navirus curve, global Covid-19 cases on Sunday topped 490 million. According
to the John Hopkins University data, the world has witnessed over 6.15 million
deaths due to the Covid-19 since the start of the pandemic more than two years
ago. In the latest data on Monday morning, the University’s Center for Systems
Science and Engineering (CSSE) revealed that the current global caseload stood at
491,352,180 cases, while the total deaths record stands at 6,152,703. The United
States continues to record the highest number of cases with a total of 81,832,612
so far, followed by India with a total of 43,028,863 cases. Meanwhile, the World
Health Organization (WHO) in its latest report said that the number of fresh covid
cases across the world between March 21 and March 27 have dropped by 14 per-
cent as compared to the previous week. In another development, a new variant
of the Covid infection XE has sparked fresh concerns. According to the WHO, the
variant has far more transmissibility rate than the Omicron variant. — DNA
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SHANGHALI: Shanghai will remain under
lockdown as it reviews results of an exer-
cise to test all of its 26 million residents for
COVID-19, authorities said on Monday.
The city began its two-stage lockdown on
March 28, initially in Shanghai’s eastern
districts, and later expanded to cover the
whole city. The curbs, which have mas-
sively disrupted daily life and business
operations in China’s financial hub, were
initially scheduled to end at 5 a.m. local
time (9 p.m. GMT) on Tuesday.

“The city will continue to implement seal
and control management and strictly imple-
ment ‘staying at home’, except for medical
treatment,” the city government said on its
official WeChat account. It did not give an

indication of when the curbs might lift.
The country sent the military and thou-

sands of healthcare workers into Shang-
hai to help carry out COVID-19 tests for

all of its 26 million residents on Monday,
in one of the country’s biggest-ever public
health responses. Some residents woke
up before dawn to stand in queues for
white-suited healthcare workers to swab
their throats as part of nucleic acid test-
ing at their housing compounds.

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
on Sunday dispatched more than 2,000
medical personnel from across the
army, navy and joint logistics support
forces to Shanghai, an armed forces
newspaper reported.

About 38,000 healthcare workers from
provinces such as Jiangsu, Zhejiang
and the capital Beijing have been dis-
patched to Shanghai, according to state
media, which showed them arriving,
suitcase-laden and masked up, by high-
speed rail and aircraft.

3 da okhop ‘ot '
writing concludes at KMU

FroM OuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: The Quality Enhancement
Cell (QEC) Khyber Medical University
(KMU) Peshawar has organized a three-
day workshop on Self Assessment Report
Writing. Participants from affiliated medi-
cal, dental, and nursing colleges and insti-
tutes of KMU attended the workshop. Miss
Syeda Asiya Bukhari, Director, KMU-QEC,
conducted, while Prof. Dr. Abdul Wahid
Usmani, Jinnah Sindh Medical University,
Karachi, moderated the workshop.

Meanwhile, addressing the concluding ses-
sion of the workshop as chief guest, Reg-
istrar KMU Prof. Dr. Muhammad Saleem
Gandapur said that this workshop would
prove to be a cause of enhancing the capa-

bilities of the participants. He said that we
have good clinicians but there is a shortage
of excellent teachers. It is expected that
this workshop will prove to increase the
teaching skills of the participants. He said
that quality should be maintained in the
teaching process. Further development is
not only a matter of time but also a great
challenge for all of us.

Syeda Asiya Bukhari, Director, KMU-QEC,
while talking to the workshop participants,
said that you should focus on implementing
what you have learned here in this three days
workshop in your institutions. She said that
writing a self-assessment report is essential
for the success of any educational program.
The purpose of self-assessment is to identify
vulnerabilities in the educational program
and to take improvement measures.

PTI dissident Aleem
Khan slams PM Imran

LAHORE: PTI dissident Abdul Aleem Khan on Monday criticised Prime Minister Imran Khan
and accused him of not being “sincere to the nation”. Once a close aide of the PTI chairman,
Aleem has grown disillusioned over the past few years and recently took a position against the
party by deciding to support the joint opposition in the Punjab Assembly. Talking to the media in
Lahore, he said he regretted dedicating 10 years of his life to the party. “I have supported the PTI
with great loyalty, hard work and kept my ego aside. We thought there would be a Naya Pakistan
in the face of Imran Khan,” he said. “I'm sad that the person I spent 10 years of my life for is not
sincere with the nation.” Aleem criticised the premier over a number of issues ranging from the
National Accountability Bureau “hounding” him to his insistence on retaining Usman Buzdar
as the chief minister and then the nomination of PML-Q leader Pervez Elahi as the new Punjab
CM. Aleem rued that he had been branded a “traitor to the PTI” as he called out his critics and
claimed that no one in the party had sacrificed more than him. In a similar vein, he issued a chal-
lenge to the prime minister to bring forth any evidence of corruption against him, for which he
said he was imprisoned for six months. “Why wasn’t a reference made against me? What proof do
you have? Bring it in front of the nation and tell them that these were Aleem Khan’s misdoings

and corruption ...

I promise that if I turn out to be lying then I will shoot myself.” he said. - DNA

Political crisis, a threat to
the very future of federation

27th neither Premier Imran Khan

ests. Military establishment favours

Indian Army
Captain
faces court
martial for
killing 3
Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD: A Court of Inquiry set up
by the Indian Army authorities on the
pressure by international human rights
organizations, has confirmed that the
Indian Army troops were involved in the
killing of three innocent Kashmiri youth
in a fake encounter, staged by the sol-
diers in July 2020 in Amshipora area of

Shopian district Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). According
to Kashmir Media Service (KMS), the
three youth, all labourers, hailing from
Rajouri district of Jammu region iden-
tified as Imtiyaz Ahmed, Abrar Ahmed
and Mohammed Ibrar, were martyred
by the troops in a remote hilly village
in Shopian district on July 18, 2020 and
labelled as “terrorists”.

The Indian Army posted the pictures
of the martyred youth on social media,
which raised doubts about the Army’s
claim, leading to a strong demand for in-
vestigation of the killings by international
human rights organizations.

This forced the Indian Army to constitute
a Court of Inquiry which found evidence
that the troops had “exceeded” powers
vested under the draconian law Armed
Forces Special Powers Act and killed inno-
cent youth in a fake encounter. In a bid to
hush up the matter, the Indian Army has
initiated general court martial proceed-
ings against a captain for the Kkilling of
three men in the fake encounter. - DNA

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakiatan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader,

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
on Monday said that leader
of PML-N Shehbaz Sharif
was wanted by the court in
corruption cases.

In a tweet, he said the bail
application of Shehbaz
Sharif was in the court
but instead of appearing
there, he was loitering in
Islamabad.

“Had he been a common
man, his bail would have
been revoked by now”
Chaudhry Fawad remarked.
“We cannot become a nation
unless the law is applied
equally to the rich and the
poor”, he maintained.

2 facilitators
of Panjgur,
Naushki
attacks nabbed

DNA

KARACHI: Karachi police
and intelligence agencies
have apprehended two
alleged facilitators of the
Panjgur and Naushki at-
tacks during a joint raid
in Karachi. Talking to the
media, Senior Superinten-
dent of Police (SSP) Inves-
tigation (Central) Shehla
Qureshi said the raid was
carried out in the city’s Bi-
lal Colony.

Two facilitators of the re-
cent terrorist attacks on
security checkposts in
Baluchistan’s Panjgur and
Naushki were taken into
custody, she added.

The SSP said a hand gre-
nade, a pistol, a laptop and
mobile phones were seized
from their possession. She
pointed out that as many as
2,000 illegal SIM cards, a
biometric machine and oth-
er electronic devices were
also recovered from them.
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SHAMIM SHAHID Presidential form of democracy and
PM Imran along with his aides already
considering the parliamentary form of
democracy main hurdle before imple-
mentation of his agenda.

And outcomes Imran Khan’s return
through fresh elections with majority
may be very harmful to the very future
of the country as he wants to repeat
what first ever military dictator Ayub
Khan did with the country in 60’s and
later resulted in disintegration of Pa-
kistan in 1971 last. Now responsibility
rests not only with politicians but with
custodians of all state organs to fulfill
their responsibilities in averting the
country of plunging into irreversible
crises like of early 70’.

Pakistan is a federation of four feder-
ating units, and it is based on parlia-
mentary form of democracy. Earlier,
the Presidential form had failed to
keep integrated the federating units,
therefore, after disintegration of Pa-
kistan in 1971 last, late Prime Mi-
nuster Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and leading
nationalists and democratic minded
politicians made it a federation. How-
ever, by sidelining wishes and dreams
of anti-politico-democratic forces, not
only late Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
but almost true nationalists, progres-
sive and patriot democratic leaders
have and are paying a lot for this hero-
ic contribution of making an attempt
to have “Pakistan as a federation.”

nor his aides made some allegations
pertained to what they called “foreign
forces, without mentioning name of
US” involvement in what he called
opposition move against the govern-
ment. But while addressing a well
attended rally, Prime Minister had
shown a fold-letter, telling the people
“some foreign forces are involved in
forcing or compelling opposition to
do so.” Though at that time he didn’t
mentioned name of US but at later
stage, he himself and through his well
wishers, aides, supporters and party
workers directly mentioned name of
US and EU in this respect.

But there is a serious question how it is
possible for Imran Khan to oppose or
criticise US as he is already in very close
links with UK and Jewish Lobby through
his former in Laws. But former Gover-
nor Punjab Chaudry Sarwar has hinted
what he called, “ Libyan President Col
Gaddafi, Iraq President Saddam Hus-
sain, Egypt President Husni Mobarak
like fate of Imran Khan and Pakistan in
the light of such allegations.”

However, people within media and po-
litico circles believe that Military Es-
tablishment still attaching great hopes
with Imran Khan and his party. Mili-
tary establishment is unhappy with
the 18th Constitutional amendment,
which gives maximum power to parlia-
ment and provinces, which is contrary
to its (military establishment) inter-
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HATEVER might be end

of political crises created

after the ‘escape’ of Prime
Minister Imran Khan from facing the
no trust motion and dissolution of
National Assembly, in fact it could be
considered another move of helping
Imran Khan to come up with landslide
majority through fresh elections.
No one can neglect the fact that Prime
Minister Imran Khan and his PTI's
popularity was on decline due to poor
governance, increasing price hike and
economic disorder and accelerating nep-
otism and misuse of offices. However
some “inner circles” on one hand sug-
gested IK and his cohorts to ignore Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan notices in
second phase of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
local bodies elections on one hand and
persuaded the opposition for moving
Resolution of No Trust in National As-
sembly on the other. It is crystal clear
that spy masters made a great contri-
bution in the process by instigating its
loyal and influenced political groups like
MQM, Jamhoori Watan Party, Baluch-
istan Awami Party and PTI dissidents of
shifting to opposition camps.
Though the opposition leaders initi-
ated plans for tabling of Resolution of
No Trust couple of months back but
had tabled it on March 8th 2022 last.
During this period, even till March
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