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Bilquis Edhi
Nasses
away

NazIr SiyaL
KARACHL:

Philanthropist
and humani-
tarian Bilquis
Bano Edhi
- passed away
’ ﬂ at a Karachi
i V44 hospital  at
the age of 74 on Friday. Her
death was confirmed by her
son Faisal Edhi, who also
said that the funeral would
be announced shortly. A
spokesperson for the Edhi
Foundation said Bilquis was
suffering from “multiple
ailments”. “She had heart
problems in addition to lung
issues,” he said. Earlier this
week, Bilquis — the wife of
renowned humanitarian and
philanthropist Abdul Sattar
Edhi — was rushed to a pri-
vate hospital in Karachi after
her blood pressure suddenly
dropped. At the time, Edhi
Foundation spokesperson
Muhammad Bilal said she
would remain at the hospi-
tal for a couple more days
even though her condition
was not serious.

IK never
sought mily
help: Mazari

DNA

ISLAMABAD Former cab-
inet minis-
ter Shireen
Mazari has
categorical-
7 ly said that
/ AN i prime min-
1ster (now deposed) Imran
Khan had never called the
military for help to break
the ‘political deadlock’ en-
suing from the National As-
sembly deputy speaker’s
ruling against the no-con-
fidence resolution moved
by the joint opposition.
“Let me be clear. [ am stat-
ing on record PM [Imran
Khan] did not call military
for help on “breaking po-
litical deadlock”. The mil-
itary sought the meeting
through then defence min-
ister [Pervaiz] Khattak and
they put forward the three
proposals of either the PM
resigning or taking part
in VNC [vote of no confi-
dence] or fresh elections,”
Mazari said in a series of
tweets. “Why would Imran
Khan give option of resign-
ing when he had already
stated categorically & re-
peatedly he would never
resign! Makes no sense!

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.
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Clashes in
Shanghai over
lockdown evictions

7 soldiers
martyred

in ambush

Terrorists ambushed a military
convoy near Pakistan-Afghan
border; troops effectively
engaged and killed 4 terrorists

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Seven Pakistan Army sol-
diers have embraced shahadat in a terrorist
ambush in North Waziristan District. On 14
April 2022, terrorists ambushed a military
convoy near Pak-Afghan border in gener-
al area Isham, North Waziristan District.
According to an Inter Services Public Re-
lations (IPR) press statement, own troops
initiated a prompt response, effectively
engaged and killed 4 terrorists. However,
during intense exchange of fire, 7 soldiers
embraced Shahadat. Details of Shuhada is:
Havaldar Tariq Yousaf (age 36 years, resi-
dent of Faisalabad).

Sepoy Suleman Waqas (age 34 years, resi-
dent of Layyah).

Sepoy Junaid Ali (age 26 years, resident of
Layyah).

Sepoy Ijaz Hussain (age 27 years, resident
of Khairpur).

Sepoy Wagar Ahmed (age 25 years, resident
of Mirpur Khas).

Sepoy Muhammad Jawad Ameer (age 24
years, resident of Chakwal).

Sepoy Arshad Ali (age 23 years, resident of
Sohbatpur).

Acoording to ISPR, clearance operation
in the area is underway to eliminate any
terrorists. Pakistan Army is determined
to eliminate the menace of terrorism and
such sacrifices of our brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

On Wednesday, a Pakistan Army soldier was
martyred in an exchange of fire between
troops and terrorists in North Waziristan’s
Isham area, according to a statement issued
by the military’s media wing.

The statement from the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) identified the sol-
dier as Sepoy Asmatullah Khan, 28, who
was a resident of Mianwali. The statement
said he fought “gallantly”. “Sanitisation of
the area is being carried out to eliminate

Continued on Page 06

Government finalizes
names for cabinet

Bilawal likely to get Foreign Minister porfolio

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: For the constitution of
the federal cabinet, the Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) government has
shortlisted names for ministries in an iftar
dinner hosted by Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif today, ARY News reported. Sources
said that several names from the coalition
parties have been shortlisted for the minis-
tries of the PML-N government.

Rana Sanaullah has been recommended for
the position of the law minister and Ahsan
Igbal for the Minister of Interior, Ayaz Sadiq
IT ministry, Khawaja Asif as defence minis-
ter, Rana Tanveer Hussain as defence produc-
tion minister, Marriyum Aurangzeb as infor-
mation minister, whereas, Miftah Ismail is
likely to be appointed as the finance adviser.

Barjees Tahir, Khawaja Saad Rafique, PPP’s
Khursheed Shah and Naveed Qamar are also
expected to be given different ministries in
the PML-N government. It has been recom-
mended to appoint Maulana Asad Mahmood
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) as the
religious affairs minister. Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) is likely to get the foreign minis-
try. Sources said that the PML-N government
will consider the names of Sherry Rehman and
Hina Rabbani Khar for the position of the for-
eign minister if PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari rejects to assume the position.

PPP’s Raja Pervaiz
elected NA Speaker

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: &
Former prime
minister  and |
Pakistan Peo- |
ples’ Party
(PPP) leader
Raja  Pervaiz
Ashraf has been
elected Speaker National Assembly unop-
posed. His election came after National As-
sembly Speaker Asad Qaiser resigned from
his position after joint opposition submitted
a no-confidence motion against former prime
minister Imran Khan. Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
after approval from the party had submitted
his nomination papers in the assembly sec-
retariat. According to the National Assembly
Secretariat, notification regarding the elec-
tion of Raja Pervez Ashraf as Speaker will be
issued in accordance with the rules.

PPP leaders Khursheed Shah and Naveed
Qamar were the guarantors of the former
prime minister. Raja Pervaiz Ashraf is a Pa-
kistan-based businessperson, politician, and
agriculturist. He remained the 19th PM of
Pakistan from Jun 2012 to Mar 2013.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif addressing an Iftar Dinner,
given to government coalition leaders at PM House. — APP

Pak values
hrotherly ties
with Tunisia

COAS expressed
these views
in a meeting

with Tunisian
ambassador

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Borhene El
Kamel, Ambassador of Tuni-
sia called on General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) at GHQ.

During the meeting, mat-
ters of mutual interest and
regional security and bilat-
eral cooperation in various
fields were discussed. COAS
said that Pakistan values its
brotherly and historic rela-
tions with Tunisia and we
earnestly look forward to
enhance mutually benefi-
cial multi-domain relations
based on common interests.
Both reiterated the desire
to further enhance bilateral
relations in all fields.

The visiting dignitary ap-
preciated Pakistan’s efforts
for regional stability and
pledged to play his role for
further improvement in dip-
lomatic cooperation with
Pakistan at all levels.

PM thanks
Saudi leaders

for messages

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Fri-
day thanked King Salman
bin Abdulaziz and Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man for their felicitation
messages on his assumption
of the office of the Premier.
In a tweet, the Prime Min-
ister said the relations be-
tween Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia were “special and
marked by exceptional
trust.” “I resolve to work
closely to realize our shared
vision of strategic partner-
ship,” Shehbaz Sharif said.
Chancellor of the Federal
Republic of Germany Olaf
Scholz has also felicitated
Shehbaz Sharif on becoming
Pakistan’s prime minister and
expressed hope that Western
European country will con-
tribute to the improvement of
bilateral relations. — APP

PM accuses Imran
Khan of selling
toshakhana gifts

Terms reports regarding closure of
Ehsaas program, panagahs as baseless

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif on Friday accused PTI chairman and for-
mer prime minister Imran Khan of selling
gifts received during foreign visits.

Prime Minister Sharif made these claims
during a meeting with senior journalists at
PM House on Friday. “I can confirm you that
Imran Khan took gifts worth Rs140 million
from Toshakhana and sold them in Dubai,” he
said, adding that valuable state gifts include
diamond jewellery, bracelets and watches.
As per the country’s law, any gift received
from dignitaries of a foreign state must be
put in the state depository or the Toshakha-
na. The prime minister also termed reports
regarding closure of Ehsaas program, pana-
gahs [shelter homes] and as baseless. “Govt
will not close panagahs,” he added.

In September 2021, former SAPM Shah-
baz Gill refuted allegations and said that
gifts received by Prime Minister Imran
Khan during foreign visits had been de-
posited to Toshakhana. He was respond-
ing to a debate on social media regarding
secrecy maintained in the gifts received
by the then premier during official tours.

Continued on Page 06

Imran did
nothing wrong,

says Fawad

KuAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Former information minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Fawad Chaudhry has defended former prime
minister Imran Khan’s action of selling a
watch that he received as a state gift during
his prime ministership, saying that there is
nothing wrong with selling state gifts. “If the
watch was Khan’s and he sold it, what is wrong
with it,” Fawad Chaudhry asked, saying that
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was trying to
malign Imran Khan through such allegations.
“He should pay attention the issues facing the
country,” the former minister said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was on
Thursday quoted as confirming that his
predecessor Imran Khan kept the gifts
that were supposed to be in the Toshakha-
na and sold them in Dubai. He was quot-
ed as telling journalists during an Iftar in

Continued on Page 06

Punjab Assembly
to elect CM today

ABID Raza

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC)
stated on Friday that postponing the as-
sembly session until April 16 was against
the Constitution in a detailed ruling on
the election of the Punjab Chief Minister
and the restoration of the Punjab Assem-
bly deputy speaker’s powers. The 31-page
judgement was dubbed a judicial prece-
dent by LHC Chief Justice Muhammad
Ameer Bhatti, who added that the court
will investigate every unconstitutional act
by Punjab Assembly Speaker because the
Constitution did not protect any ruling
given by abusing power.

“The Supreme Court had also declared
the National Assembly deputy speaker’s

it pointed out and

ruling null and void,”
added that Parvez Elahi, being a candidate
for the slot of Punjab Chief Minister, could
not use the powers of Punjab Assembly
Speaker. “Before a vote of no-confidence
against the deputy speaker, the election
of Punjab Chief Minister is a priority.

Continued on Page 06

Israeli forces raid Al-Ausa, injure over 190 Palestinians

Israeli police said they arrested at least 300 Palestinians during the latest
escalation. However, Palestinian sources put the number at 400

— Page 08
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: Israe-
li police have raided the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound in occupied
East Jerusalem, with medics re-
porting at least 158 Palestinians
injured in the ensuing violence as
hundreds were detained.

The Islamic endowment that runs
the site said Israeli police en-
tered in force before dawn on Fri-
day, as thousands of worshippers
were gathered at the mosque for
early morning prayers.

Videos circulating online showed
Palestinians throwing rocks and
police firing tear gas and stun
grenades. Others showed wor-
shippers barricading themselves
inside the mosque amid what ap-
peared to be clouds of tear gas.
The Palestinian Red Crescent

emergency service said it evacu-
ated the majority of the wounded
to hospitals. The endowment said
one of the guards at the site was
shot in the eye with a rubber bul-
let. The Palestinian Red Crescent
added that Israeli forces had hin-
dered the arrival of ambulances
and paramedics to the mosque,
as Palestinian media said dozens
of injured worshippers remained
trapped inside the compound.
Israeli police said they arrested
at least 300 Palestinians during
the latest escalation. However,
Palestinian sources put the num-
ber at 400. Israeli police said
they entered the compound, the
third holiest site in Islam and
revered by Jews as the Temple
Mount, to break up a “violent”
crowd that remained at the end
of the morning prayers.

They said they went in “to dis-

Pakistan expresses
grave concern

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Friday expressed its grave concern
over the latest developments in various parts of the occupied
Palestinian territories. Reports of Israeli forces’ raid on Al-Agsa
Mosque, today, indicate 152 injured and more than 300 Pales-
tinians detained. This highly condemnable assault on worship-
pers, especially during the holy month of Ramadan, is an egre-
gious violation of all humanitarian norms and human rights
laws. In recent weeks, Israeli forces have killed dozens and
injured countless Palestinians in the occupied East Jerusalem
and other areas. This escalation of violence by Israeli forces in
the Palestinian territories is deplorable. The statement from
Foreign Office read, “We pray for the earliest recovery of those
injured. Pakistan also calls upon the international community
to take urgent steps to protect innocent Palestinian lives, and
uphold international law and principles of the UN Charter”. Pa-
kistan reaffirms its consistent and unstinted support for the
Palestinian cause. We support the Palestinian people for the
realization of their right to self-determination. — DNA

perse and push back” the crowd
after a group of Palestinians be-
gan throwing rocks towards the
nearby Jewish prayer space of
the Western Wall. But Palestinian
cameraman, Rami al-Khatib, who
witnessed the raid, said: "They
[Israeli forces] brutally emptied
the compound. They were attack-
ing the mosque staff, normal peo-
ple, elders, young people.
“There were many injured peo-
ple, they fired rubber bullets in-
side Al-Agsa Mosque compound.
They were beating everyone,
even the paramedics, they hit
them,” said al-Khatib, who too
was injured.

Reporting from Damascus Gate,
Al Jazeera’s Najwan al-Samri
said Israeli police stormed the
mosque compound without pre-
text and assaulted worshippers
near the Qibly prayer hall follow-

ing the morning prayer.

She added that the escalation
came as farright Jewish groups
called for raids of the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound during the
Jewish Passover holiday, and the
offering of animal sacrifices in
its courtyards, which has not oc-
curred since ancient times.

Al Jazeera’s Natasha Ghoneim
said Palestinians considered Isra-
el’s actions inside the compound
as a provocation.

“Simply seeing Israeli police ac-
tually inside the Al-Agsa Mosque
with men laying face down on the
carpet, hearing the bang-bang of
stun grenades, seeing the cloud
of tear gas, seeing distressed
Palestinians being carted outside
of the compound after being in-
jured...deeply outraged and up-
set Palestinians,” she said, speak-
ing from outside Damascus Gate.
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Briefs

PESHAWAR: The district
administration Kurram
Muhammad Amir Khan is
taking solid measures to
facilitate growers. As part
of such efforts, Additional

DS PR assures to take

steps to facilitate trade

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: Ziaul Haq Sarhadi,

According to a statement issued
here on Friday, he congratulated
Nasir Khalili to appointment as DS
Railways Peshawar second time.

inaugurated by former prime
minister Imran Khan but the
newly established dryport is
yet not fully functional despite

the export cargo train had sus-
pended from Peshawar Cantt
Dryport, despite the fact that
KP has god-gifted treasures of

also fetch massive revenue on
head of freights.

Later, the DS Railways Pesha-
war, Nasir Khalili assured that

DNA

LAHORE: The assessment
of skilled workforce under
National Vocational and
Technical Training Com-
mission, NAVTTC -TAKA-
MOL Skill Verification Pro-

%smstar}l{t Co&mﬁssmne&r Chairman, Sarhad Chamber of The DS Railways Peshawar, Nasir  the passage of two years. natural resources like mine, the Pakistan Railways would | gram (SVP) was conducted
ApperKhurram Fl.ldamm"} d Commerce and Industry Standing ~ Khalili on the occasion assured He demanded the restoration of mineral, oil, gas, gemstones, take all possible measures to | ot DESCON Training In-
mur Bhan on triday pald © Committee on Railways/Dryport, —that the Pakistan Railways would the cargo train from Peshawar to  furniture, handicraft, carpet, facilitate trade and business. On stitute, Lahore. A total of

visit to Parachinar bazaar
and sealed a fertilizer urea
sale point and arrested its
owner for overcharging peo-
ple. The action was taken
following directives of Dep-
uty Commissioner Wasal
Khan Khattak after receiv-
ing complaints. - APP

former

support at every level.

senior vice president,
Pak-Afghan Joint Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI)
vice president held a meeting with
newly appointed Pakistan Rail-
ways Divisional Superintendent
(DS) Peshawar M Nasir Khalili
and assured him to cooperate and

take all possible mesures to facili-
tate trade and businesses.

On the occasion he also assured
he will personally visit the Aza
Khel Dryport and would take
practical steps to resolve all
issues at the dryport. During
the meeting, Ziaul Haq Sarhadi
said the Azakhel dryport was

goods

Karachi in order to facilitate trad-
ers for imports and exports.

Similarly, he said that Afghan
transit trade goods (GITA) via
transit train railways
would supply raw materials and
recondition vehicles to indus-
trial estates from Karachi. He
mentioned for the last 22 years,

honey and other, besides match
largest industry is in KP.

Sarhadi said if the export would
be boosted from this region then
the country would earn hefty rev-
enue as well as provide employ-
ment opportunities to a large
number of people. Likewise, he
said Pakistan Railways would

the occasion he also assured he
will personally visit the Aza Khel
Dryport and would take practical
steps to resolve all issues at the
dryport. At the end, the SCCI
former vice president thanked
DS Peshawar and invited him
to visit Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, Peshawar.

11 aspirants with required
skill set of electrician trade
appeared in the skill ver-
ification program. All 11
participants  successfully
qualified the SVP Test.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
signed a landmark agree-
ment for certification and
employment of Pakistani

12 corona ot ot . skilled workforce throu

e | SaQib Mannan inspects FPCCL Shahzeb ez

Peshawar’s appointed as Ay
opment of the Kingdom

hospitals

PESHAWAR: As many as 12
patients infected with coro-
navirus were being under
treatment in two major hos-
pitals of Peshawar including
Khyber Teaching Hospital
and Lady Reading Hospital
Peshawar, said an official
of the Health Department
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here
on Friday.

Giving complete detail
about the corona patients,
he said, four patients infect-
ed with corona are under-
going treatment in Khyber
Teaching Hospital and 8
others are being admitted in
Lady Reading Hospital.

He said”122 beds are allot-

Ramazan Bazar

convener Govt
Affalrs

DNA

KARACHI: Mr. Irfan Igbal
Sheikh, President FPCCI,
has appointed Khawaja
Shahzeb Akram, immediate
past Senior Vice President
of FPCCI, as the Convener
of the high-powered Govern-
ment Affairs & Coordina-
tion Committee of the apex
chamber. Mr. Irfan Igbal
Sheikh emphasized that
FPCCI is an apolitical insti-
tution of the national impor-

grievances in the matters of
tariffs & taxation; trade &
industry; policy advocacy &
budget-making; law & order;
EPZs & SEZs; governmen-
tal support in international
delegations & exhibitions;
sectorial facilitation packag-
es, etc.

Mr. Irfan Igbal Sheikh has
also appointed experienced
businessman Mr. Aethesh-
am Ul Haq as the Deputy
Convener of the aforemen-
tioned committee to assist
Khawaja Shahzeb Akram.

of Saudi Arabia (KSA)
has introduced Skill Ver-
ification Program (SVP)
implemented from July
2021 in order to regulate
its labor market. After the
implementation of SVP in
KSA, skill verification has
become necessary for the
Pakistani skilled workers,
who intend to have em-
ployment in Saudi Arabia.

Court issues
restraining
order on AJK
PM election

ted for corona patients in . DNA
Khyber Teaching Hospital tance and we want an.ucable Mr Aeth.esham. Ul Hag spe-
and the hospital has 28 ven- working relations with all cializes in policy advocacy MUZAFFARABAD:  The

tilators reserved for corona
patients with one patient in-
fected with Corona is under-
going treatment at HDU.”

The official further added”-
Four patients are undergo-
ing treatment on 31 beds of
oxygen and a Corona patient
has been admitted in the
last 24 hours, however, 117
beds allotted for Corona in
Khyber Teaching Hospital

IsuraqQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: The

benefits of
Ramzan Bazars is being provided
to the masses and proper monitor-
ing is being carried out to maintain

fruits, vegetables, sugar, rice, mut-
ton and chicken. He said that the
Punjab Government is taken all out
measures for providing relief to the
consumers during the holy month of
Ramzan and Ramzan

Package is being implemented for

under one roof which was a big relief
to the public. He checked the pur-
chase process of sugar and flour and
checked the record also. Earlier Dep-
uty Commissioner Ali Shahzad gave
briefing to the Secretary at DC office.
He informed the Secretary that Pun-

the governmental ministries
& departments - federal or
provincial.

Mr. Irfan Igbal Sheikh add-
ed that renowned industrial-
ist, serial entrepreneur and
accomplished business lead-
er will be the focal person of
the business, industry and
trade community of Paki-
stan for the business-to-gov-
ernment (B2G) relations
and redressal of the issues,

and representing the busi-
ness community on govern-
ment forums. Muhammad
Nadeem Qureshi, Regional
Chairman of FPCCI, stated
that it is an absolute impera-
tive to have a functional B2G
liaison to keep the wheel of
the economy going; post ro-
bust growth in exports on a
sustainable basis; generate
employment and pay taxes
to the national exchequer in

Azad Kashmir High Court
on Friday issued a restrain-
ing order on the conduction
of new AJK Prime Minister
election. A two-judge bench
of AJK court comprising
Justice Shahid Bahar and
Justice Sardar Ijaz an-
nounced the verdict on the
petition filed by the PPP.
The High Court has also
restrained the Legislative

are vacant.” — APP the Ramzan arrangements. This was  providing subsidy on flour and sugar jab Govt has decided to sell at least 5 Assembly  from further
stated by Secretary Archeology Pun-  and other items as well. He expressed  Kilogram Patato to buyers while other | complaints, anomalies &  an anomaly-free manner. roceediSIIl s till Monda

. jab Saqib Manan while visiting to his satisfaction over the Ramzan Ba- items would also available in two Kilo- II; Kist gP 1 P ty )

Elections Ramzan Bazar Chatri wali ground zaar arrangements and stressed upon  grams except Lemon and Garlic. He agistan  reoples  tarty

for KMU
Syndicate
held

PESHAWAR: The elections

Jinnah Colony,

Kaleem Shaheed
Park and the bazar of Tehsil Sam-
undri and reviewed the prices and
quality of essential items including

maintaining these arrangements in
letter and spirit. Adding he said that
it was appeciale steps to provide all
daily essential items on cheaper rates

gave detail of other subsidies items.
ADCR Fazal e Rabi Cheema, ACs
Umar Magbool, Sahibzada Yousaf and
other officers were also present.

108

Barrister Saif

Govt establishing
‘Education City’
in S Waziristan

(PPP) had challenged the
session of the AJK Assem-
bly that was scheduled
for today (Friday). PPP
leaders Chaudhry Latif
Akbar and Chaudhry Yasin
filed petition in the High
Court. Whereas the joint

of Khyber Medical Univer- Shopkeepers PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa- mentand private universities, | opposition has decided to
sity (KMU) Peshawar Syndi- f d khtunkhwa Minister for colleges and schools will be | boycott the election pro-
cate for different categories immed over Higher Education Kamran able to open their campuses | cess for the Prime Minis-
of Professors, Associate 1 1 Khan Bangash Friday said in Education City, adding it | ter of Azad Kashmir and
Professors, Assistant Pro- prOflteer lng la l I dS Pak Ar I I I that for the first time in the  will be supervised by Univer- | they have farther agreed
fessors and Directors were -_— ’ province an Education City  sity of Engineering and Ap- | upon not nominating their
held at KMU Multi-Purpose DNA was being set up in South plied Sciences Swat. leader of the House. It

Hall and KMU-Institute of
Medical Sciences (KIMS)
Kohat on Friday.

These elections were held
in accordance with the
prevailing rules and reg-
ulations of the University
to fill the vacant seats re-
served for Professor, Asso-
ciate Professor, Assistant
Professor, and Directors in
the Syndicate.

Prof. Dr. Lal Mohammad
Khattak, Pro Vice Chancel-
lor KMU was the Chairman
Election Committee while
he was accompanied by oth-
er members including Dean
of Allied Health Sciences
Prof. Dr. Haider Darain, Ad-
ditional Director of Academ-
ics Mohammad Islam and
Deputy Director of academ-
ics Fawad Ahmad. - APP

FAISALABAD: Price con-
trol magistrates have im-
posed Rs 87,000 fine on
108 shopkeepers on the
charge of profiteering in
the district during the
past 12 hours.

A spokesman for the
administration said on
Friday that price control
magistrates  inspected
772 shops in different
markets and bazaars of
Faisalabad and found
dozens of shopkeepers
involved in profiteering
and overcharging.
Therefore, the magistrates
imposed fine on them and
warned that they would be
sent behind bars if they
did not shun profiteering,
he added.

judiciary’s role

Opposition 1s master in running
negative propaganda and they resorted to
such tactics for their personal interest

PESHAWAR: Special Assistant to Chief
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on In-
formation Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif
here on Friday paid rich tributes to the
Pakistan Army, saying no one who loves
Pakistan can deny the sacrifices of our
armed forces for defending ideological
and geographical frontiers of the country.
“Pakistan Army is our army and protect-
ing us and if anyone talks against Pak
Army by using our name, we have noth-
ing to do with it,” the Chief Minister’s
Special Assistant said while addressing
a press conference at Itila Cell, Civil

Secretariat.

He said Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI)

the position of the Pak Army that has
cleared following the political situation.
The Opposition is master in running
negative propaganda and they resorted
to such tactics for their personal inter-
est, he added.

Barrister Saif said that some people
were having sleepless
watching the massive Peshawar rally of
the PTI, adding that they had resorted
to pitting Pak Army and PIT against
each another to achieve their personnel
and political gains.

He regretted that some events took

nights after

place in the rally due to mismanage-

ment for which, he said, an apology had

Waziristan to provide qual-
ity education to the youth.
He said this while signing
a Memorandum of Under-
standing between Univer-
sity of Engineering and
Applied Sciences Swat and
Higher Education Depart-
ment Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
which would be run under
public-private partnership.

Kamran Bangash said that
government,  semi-govern-

Kamran Bangash
said”Around 7,000 kanals
of land has been allotted for
this Education City and it
will cost Rs 2.7 million. He
said that commercial and
residential blocks will also
be set up in Education City.”
“Registration for making
tenders and campuses on
it will be started within two
months,” said Kamran Ban-
gash. - APP

is pertinent to mention
here that Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (AJK) Prime
Minister Sardar Abdul Qa-
yyum Niazi had resigned
from his office on Thurs-
day. In a meeting with the
PTI chief on Wednesday,
Qayyum Niazi had in-
formed Imran Khan about
the facts and the alleged
conspiracy being hatched
against him in AJK.

T

sought from the press club.

He said the joint opposition included
some bogus names of a Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi member in a resolution against the
Chief Minister. He asked Shahram Khan
and the Speaker of the provincial as-

strongly rejected propaganda against
Pakistan Army and added that strict
action would be taken against any such
member at every forum including at
Party level.

Similarly, he said that the judiciary was
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ISLAMABAD a respectable institution and its sanctity ~sembly to investigate this incident.
Qamar News Agency would be maintained. He however said He said that it was part of the political
03105460372 that objections would be raised as legal strategy of the PTI to continue its gov- : : : i .
rights. Referring to the ISPR’s press ernment in KP where there existed a | KARACHI: Consulate General of Turkey in Karachi hosts Iftar dinner for
RAWALPINDI conference, Barrister Saif welcomed strong opposition. - APP the mission chiefs of Muslim countries in Karachi. - DNA
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Ishfaq Mughal Creating a customer data treatment, CDM allows to personalized communica- tomer keeps coming back the amount is always note-

0300 5428178

izing and use of data is all
part of CDM.

chased from the business
can be given a red-carpet

data is stored with the busi-
ness can be used to have

out for its customers and in
turn that ensures the cus-

closing deals, these sales
are solely through CDM and

03007689850 ALI Nawaz KHAN base can do wonders for identify those individuals, tion with them, a very good rather than switching to an  worthy. This habit of CDM
GUJRA ] ] the business as well as the their purchases and their example would be automo- alternative. is practiced in almost all au-
GUJRAT business which  customers of the business, preferences, a brand can bile dealerships in Pakistan CDM has a lot of part to tomobile companies in Paki-

f )
Mogg(g)%‘i 31(3;l§lzlga strives to know who it helps to create brand af- reach out to them whenever  such as Toyota, Honda, KIA, play in new product launch-  stan as well as worldwide.
heir customers are, finity, customers these days  they have a new version of MG motors etc. they are ful-  es as well, such as at MG  In short CDM has allowed
JHELUM through the process of cus- want to buy from places the item they purchased or ly utilizing the art of CDM  motors Islamabad, they get businesses to meet their
Iqra Smg ency tomer dgta manageme{lt that they know, with CDM if there is a complementary in their business through hundreds of calls a day, peo- customer’s  expectations,
03005412069 (CDM) will have successin  a brand can build affinity ~product that goes with their ~ the help of feedback and  ple asking about when new  with personalized —selling
the long term, 1mp1erpenta- by reaching out to them by initial purchase, not to men- complaint portals at their —models are coming out? and communication through
KHARIAN tion of this process in the marketing emails and share  tion special discounts and dealerships as well as on- what they do is simply note  their data, the more a busi-
Ijaz News Agency business can help boqst what they have to offer, new  offers as well. This process line on their websites if any down their name, number, ness knows about the cus-
03068863870 sales .by a huge margin, products, special offers or is great way to encourage customer has problem with the models in which they tomer’s interests the more
CDM is the. term used for  even news about the compa-  customers to make new their service they can write are interested in and their its likely to pitch them prod-
LALAMUSA the strategies, processes,  ny can help the brand con- purchases and help build it up and they will be con- preferences and whenevera ucts they are interested in
Gulzar Ahmed Noshi tools and standards busi- nect with the customers. a better bond with them. tacted by the company in  new modelis launched, they and end up closing deals.
03359494788 nesses use for managing CDM helps encourage cus- Through CDM a better hopes of rectifying the prob-  call them up and pitch them  Customers data is gold for
thelr‘ gt{stomer’s data, the tomer loyalty, the custom- customer service can be lem. This is how CDM can in a personalized manner a business in today’s world
SARA-I' ALMAGIR acquisition, storage, organ- ers whom have prior pur- provided, customers whose ensure a business can look and many times they end up  and customer data manage-

ment is the process of min-
ing that gold.
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

APRIL

April 04 / Senegal
National Day

April 07 / W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12 / Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15 / DPR Korea
The Day of the Sun

April 16 / Denmark
National Day

April 17 / Iran
Army Day

April 17 / Syria
Independence Day

April 18 / Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24 / Holy See
Anniversary of His Papa-
cy of his Pontificate

April 25 / DPR Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26 / Tanzania
National Day

April 27 / Sierra Leone
Independence Day

April 27 / South Africa
Freedom Day

April 30 / Sweden
Birthday of His Majesty

April 30 / Netherlands
Birthday of Queen

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines

TurkishAirlines......

Emerger;y i

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

MH....oovovivirenienieane 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....cccovvervennene. 5556311-4
RGH....covevveveene 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS......ccouenueee. 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

i G
Departments
CDA....couveeeen. 922133443
CDA....ccoveeeeen. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town.........9209224

RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

CDA making 80 filtration
plants operational soon

“CDA 1is supplying water regularly as per available sources and
the Wing has increased two (2) million gallons per day water on
directions of the Authority’s Chairman due to Ramadan,” he noted

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The water supply wing of the
Capital Development Authority (CDA) has
completed installation of 80 water filtration
plants at various locations in Islamabad to
provide clean drinking water to the resi-
dents of the federal capital. The plants were
set up in sectors of G and I series while the
installation of 20 new units were underway
at sectors G-6, G-9, F-6, G-8, F-7 and F-8
which will be operational in short span of
two months, Deputy Director General (Wa-
ter) Sardar Khan Zimri told APP on Friday.
He said similarly, the water supply wing is
identifying suitable places to install more
filtration plants for the convenience of the
locals. He told that a proposal had been sent
to the CDA administration for installation of
water filtration plants each in sector [-14
and Alipur Farash to facilitate the residents.
Similarly, an inactive water filtration plant
in Korang area was also made functional
which added about two million gallons of ex-
tra water to the water system network, he

said addmg, there has also been a sig-
nificant increase in water sup-

ply and pressure in the
area. The CDA through
various measures has
overcome the water
shortage issue, he Q
said, adding that
earlier there were
around 350 daily

complaints  but
nowadays  they _ .
have been

re-

duced to 150. D'
“CDA is supplying d
water regularly as O
per available sources

and the Wing has in-
creased two (2) million
gallons per day water
on directions of the
Authority’s Chairman due to
Ramadan,” he noted.
Similarly, he told a helpline has been set
up for protecting water from wastage and
challans were issued to violators. Citi-

OPM

LAMABPS’

zens can report the leakage at any
time on WhatsApp number
03357775444  while
inquiry offices for
water tankers supply
were functional in
O all the sectors, he
A added.
/ Zimri said that
& I online Khuli
Kachehri on wa-
ter supply issues
in areas falling
within municipal
limits of Islamabad
were being held on
V weekly basis live on
CDA official facebook
from 3:00 pm to 5:00
pm. “We have re-
paired tube wells and
also fixed many leaked lines,”
he said, adding that recently the
CDA management had approved funds for
improve water supply system in the capital
city. “With better water management dur-

ing winter, we have saved sufficient water in
reservoir by rationing. Now we have enough
water sources in dam till next monsoon.
Also saved about 10 MG per day water by
removing leakages and replacement of pro-
fusely leaking lines in a year,” he added.

To help improve water storage in the feder-
al capital, he said the federal apex agency
has started taking stern action against ille-
gal service stations. Actions are being tak-
en after serving prior notices to the service
station owners, he told.

The Deputy DG Water Management said
that in order to improve the performance
of field staff and monitor the vehicles, the
CDA management had installed a mod-
ern tracking system. He said that system
would be monitored with the help of a
single dashboard. The government and
management of CDA are making efforts to
start the Ghazi Barotha project whereas
the Chirrah Dam project and extension of
Khanpur Dam were also under considera-
tion, he said while replying to a question.
It is worth mentioning that CDA was using
to charge Rs100 to provide 1/3 tanker.

NEPRA notifies Rs 4.85
per unit increase

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) on Friday notified Rs 4.85 per unit
increase in power tariff for February under monthly Fuel
"The Authority has
approved positive FCA of Rs 4.85/kWh, having impact of
around Rs 37.7 billion," the notification said.

The Central Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA-G) has sought
Rs 4.94 per unit increase in power tariff for February, hav-

Cost Adjustment (FCA) mechanism.

ing impact of Rs 38.4 billion, it further said.

The FCA would be charged in the billing month of April
2022 to all consumers categories of power distribution com-
panies (DISCOs) except life line consumers.

The FCA would be applicable for only one month and it

would not be applicable to KE consumers.

According to the petition submitted to National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA), the CPPA-G main-
tained that actual cost remained Rs 8.935 per unit against
the reference fuel charges of Rs 4.251 per unit during No-
vember. A total of 8,087.85 GWh electricity was generated
worth Rs 72.2 billion during the said period while 7,774.13
GWh net electricity was supplied to the DISCOs.
total generation, as many as 18.22 per cent electricity was
generated from hydel, 31.70 per cent Coal, 6.51 per cent
furnace oil, 11.36 per cent local gas, 15.16 per cent RLNG,
12.53 per cent nuclear and 2.04 per cent Wind. - APP

Out of

Shan Foods shares necessary
reminder this Ramadan

ISLAMABAD: A large number of people offering Namaz-e-Jumma
in Masjid o Imam Bargha at Blue area. — APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Shan Foods, a
leading name in the food in-
dustry, under its CSR identi-
ty, Shan Shares, is back with
another thought-provoking
and innovative message for
the month of Ramadan that
creatively channels the spirit
of sharing and giving back to
the society.

The newly-released DVC
shows a chef cooking up a
special dish for Ramadan
but presents an empty plate
of food in the end. The
chef's actions are clarified

through the end note which
encourages people to re-
duce food waste and share
their meals with others.
Muslims all over the world
donate generously during
the month of Ramadan, be it
monetary or any other type
of donation. Food is one
of the major things that is
highly focused upon during
Ramadan and consequently
a lot of it also goes to waste.
Through their latest com-
munication campaign, Shan
Shares rightly reminds us
that we should avoid wast-
ing food and share it with
our fellow human beings.

Sharing her thoughts on
the digital campaign, Maria
Rashdi, Head of Corporate
Communications and PR
Shan Foods, said, "Food
wastage and hunger are
global problems. As the
world is battling to end hun-
ger, we also want to play our
part in the process by cre-
ating awareness regarding
the problem and taking nec-
essary steps to overcome it.
This creative communica-
tion is part of Shan Shares'
initiatives towards renewing
our commitment to eradi-
cate hunger and food wast-
age from the society."

In its commitment to sus-

‘Fantastic beasts’
holds positives and
negatives alike

tainability, Shan Shares' ef-
forts are majorly guided by
the UN Sustainable Devel-
opmental Goals, particular-
ly the goals of 'Zero Hunger'
and 'Responsible Consump-
tion and Production'.

The company has been very
active about implementing
and promoting best food
practices which includes
sustainable agricultural
practices, responsible pro-
cessing, manufacturing
and distribution, while also
working to create aware-
ness among public regard-
ing the same.

/

ITP launches crackdown
against unregistered vehicles

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) has launched a crackdown against unregistered vehicles in the
city. According to the details, the ITP issued tickets to 2,827 unregistered vehicles and motorcycles during the
ongoing year 2022. Special enforcement Squads have been constituted for checking the unregistered vehicles
plying on the roads. SSP (Traffic), Mazhar Igbal is leading the campaign initiated on the directions of Inspec-
tor-General Islamabad police, Muhammad Ahsan Younis. SSP (Traffic) has asked the residents to get their
vehicles registered at the earliest and affix only the ETO-issued number plates on their vehicles. The officials
said that the police would show no leniency in this regard. Special enforcement squads have been erected at
different points of the city by the ITP to monitor movement of the possible unregistered vehicles as DSP level
foicers of all the four zones have been given special directions to ensure rule of law. - DNA J

ing it,”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets of Dumbledore,
the third film in the "Harry Potter" spinoff franchise has re-
ceived mixed reviews from both the critics and the viewers.
The third installment in this series which is a prequel of Har-
ry potter’s wizardly world, hit the cinemas around the world
in April 2022. It was released in UK earlier while took the sil-
ver screens around the world on April 15, 2022. In the latest
part the plot revolved around the encounter of old and new
beasts as ‘Albus Dumbledore’ had assigned ‘Newt’ and his al-
lies with a mission related to the rising power of Grindelwald.
The third venture in to Harry Potter’s spin off has received
mixed reviews since its release around the world. According
to various film critics there is magic to be found, though, and
perhaps that is all that matters.

According to the reviews given by critics of Rotten Toma-
toes, it is a return to the fun and excitement of former
\ "Harry Potter" days. Fantastic Beasts: The Secrets Of
Dumbledore take the audience on an adventure that en-
compasses China, the U.K, Germany, the Austrian Alps,
New York and fan favorite ‘Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry’.
taining with a few twists and surprises thrown in,” wrote
Jeanne Kaplan, a critic from Rotten Tomatoes. “It can be
said, with some certainty, that ‘Fantastic Beasts’ has fi-
nally found its footing. This latest entry is the most fun
and most buoyant in the relatively young series. And it’s
enough to make you actually look forward to a subsequent
installment (should there be one) instead of actively dread-
shared drew Taylor, a critic from leading film and
television website “The Playlist’. While on the other hand
many viewers and critics found the movie quite disappoint-
ing. “The Secrets Of Dumbledore Lacks the magic and
awe the series deserves,” wrote a reviewer on IMDb.

It’s all so very exciting and highly enter-

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of Po-
lice (IGP) Muhammad Ahsan Younus
Friday directed the field police officers
to intensify operations against the fugi-
tives and anti-social elements to break
networks of the nefarious gangs of crim-
inals. Chairing a meeting at the Central
Police Office (CPO) here to review crime
situation of past three months, he direct-
ed the officers to show zero tolerance to-
wards criminals by focusing on their hot-
spots identified by the police stations.
DG Safe city, DIG Operations, SSP Oper-
ations, SSP Investigation, all AIGs, Zonal
SPs, SDPOs and SHOs participated in the
meeting. The capital police chief praised
the policemen for maintaining law and or-
der during the last few weeks in political
gatherings, rallies and especially in the Na-
tional Assembly session.

Expressing displeasure over the perfor-
mance of CIA and ACLC, the IGP instruct-
ed them to further improve their perfor-
mance and take steps to prevent car theft

cases in the federal capital.

Ahsan Younus asked the DIG Operations
to provide extra personnel and vehicles to
police stations with deployment of Eagal
and Falcon Squad to improve the perfor-
mance. He said there was no place in the
force for corruption and abuse of power

and full action should be taken against
such elements so that the process of
self-accountability could be made more
effective. “Delay in registration of FIR
will not be tolerated, if any complaint is
lodged in this regard, strict departmental
action will be taken against the SHO con-

cerned,” he warned. All SHOs should ex-
pedite crack down on gamblers, brothels
and aerial firing in their respective areas.
Special emphasis should be made to expe-
dite the process of bringing the accused
persons involved in these crimes to justice.
Crackdown for arrest of thugs and drug
dealers should be made more effective un-
der the supervision of senior officers.

In addition, the operation should be in-
tensified towards illegal occupation of
public and private lands and properties
across the city.

The IGP further said the professional-
ism of investigation based on modern
technology is one of the top priorities of
Islamabad police. Therefore, close moni-
toring of the police stations, their perfor-
mance and investigation matters must be
ensured so that every case registered is
digitally monitored and the progress and
stages of investigation are also monitored
in accordance with the prescribed SOPs.
He said Geo-fencing, forensic science and
modern investigation tools should also be
used to investigate other serious crimes
including murder and rape.

ITP starts
crackdown
against wrong
parking

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) has
decided to launch crack-
down against those in-
volved in wrong parking
in markets and other busy
areas of the city. Follow-
ing directions of Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Mazhar Igbal,
ITP reviewed arrange-
ments to ensure smooth
flow of traffic in the city.
A large number of Vehi-
cles were fined during this
campaign for involvement
in wrong parking. The SSP
(Traffic) directed all Zon-
al DSPs to ensure imple-
mentation on traffic laws
through courteous attitude
with citizens.

He said that people
should be treated politely
and to be briefed about
traffic laws.

The SSP (Traffic) said that
it is the right of pedestri-
an to use footpath and no
parking would be allowed
there. He said that vehi-
cles should be parked at
lots specified at shopping
centers while awareness
campaign to be launched
to educate those citizens
coming for shopping activi-
ties there.

The SSP (Traffic)
Mazhar Igbal said that
it is our top priority to
ensure convenience for
road users by maintain-
ing traffic discipline and
every possible effort
would be made for the
purpose. - APP

NHMP to
take action
against
unauthorized
police lights

ISLAMABAD: National
Highways and Motorway
Police (NH&MP) will
take strict action against
vehicles using illegal
registration number
plates and unauthorised
police lights.

In a statement, NHMP said
that the law was clear that
no one could install emer
gency lights in private vehi-
cles and we had zero toler-
ance in that regard .

The NHMP adheres to the
basic principles of honesty,
courtesy and prompt assis-
tance to commuters.

The National Highways
and Motorways Police are
committed to facilitating
the public through strict
enforcement of traffic laws
on motorways and national
highways and road safety
education.

According to NHMP, snap
checking of unauthorized
police lights, unfit vehicles
fancy number plates, with
extra lights and overload-
ed vehicles, effective and
more stringent enforce-
ment has been started at
various toll plazas.

‘For this, NHMP are us-
ing latest technology to
educate the road users,”
an official of NHMP said.
He said NHMP earned re-
spect into eyes and hearts
of people just because of
good behaviour and quick
response in case of any
emergency. - APP

NPO to
organize
webinar on

‘PFMS’ on
April 20

ISLAMABAD: The National
Productivity ~ Organization
(NPO) would organize a
webinar on “Public Finan-
cial Management System
(PFMS)’ on April 20.

The PFMS is a set of rules
and institutions, policies
and processes that govern
the use of public funds
across all sectors from
revenue collection to mon-
itoring of public expendi-
tures, according to NPO
document.

The workshop provide infor-
mation about importance of
PFM, components of PFM,
four types of PFM, planning
and budgeting, government
and the economy.

The workshop also provides
information about budget
execution and strategy, ac-
counting standards, audit,
governance and oversight,
audit standards and differ-
ent between consolidated
fund and public funds.

The programme has been
designed for senior manage-
ment, middle management,
team leaders and supervi-
sors. — APP
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ISLAMABAD:National
Highway Authority (NHA)
has planned to construct
the Dera Ghazi Khan
Northern bypass as a part of
80 kilometre rehabilitation,
widening and improvement
project of DG Khan-Rakhi
Gajj section of Multan-Qilla
Saifullah Highway (N-70).
Procurement process to
hire a consultant firm to
conduct feasibility study and
detailed design has been in-
itiated, an official of NHA
informed APP on Friday.
The official said that PCI
for Dera Ghazi Khan North-
ern bypass was approved by
ECNEC in 2018 and ground-
breaking was conducted but
the project could not be exe-
cuted due to non-availability
of funds. He said that now
NHA had published a Re-
quest for Proposal(RFP) for
consultancy services for fea-
sibility study and detailed de-
sign for rehabilitation, widen-
ing and improvement of N-70
from D. G. Khan to Rakhi Gajj
in November 2021. He said
that PC-I will be submitted in
4 months‘ time period after
award of the contract. After
approval of PCI from com-
petent forum and allocation
of funds in PSDP, NHA will
initiate procurement of Civil
Works and Services, he in-
formed.- APP

Christian
community

celebrated
‘Good Friday’

ISLAMABAD: The Chris-
tian community in Pakistan
celebrated Good Friday to-
day (Friday) with religious
fervor and zeal, while East-
er will be celebrated on
Sunday, like in other parts
of the world. Archbishop Jo-
seph Arshad new Bishop of
Islamabad-Rawalpindi talk-
ing to the PTV news chan-
nel said that special prayer
ceremonies were held in
Churches across Pakistan.
Good Friday is observed be-
fore Easter Sunday as a re-
ligious day on which Chris-
tians commemorate the
crucifixion of Jesus Christ
and his death. Dr. Joseph
said that on this occasion,
all the churches of Pakistan
have been decorated with
colorful little flags and dec-
orative electric lights.

After Christmas, FEaster
is Christianity’s second
biggest festival which they
celebrate to remember
the return of Jesus Christ
from death. He said all re-
ligious minorities living in
the country were enjoying
equal rights under the Con-
stitution of Pakistan which
was appreciable. “On this
day, we spread the mes-
sage of love, forgiveness,
and sacrifice. We pray for
peace in the country,” he
added. - APP

‘Chilam Joshi
festival’
preparations
in full swing

ISLAMABAD: A huge num-
ber of tourists including
foreigners from all over the
world would participate in
the traditional four-day ‘Chi-
lam Joshi spring festival’ of
Kalash valley next month
where preparations for the
upcoming festival are in full
swing. Chilam Joshi is the
most important festival cel-
ebrated in May for four days
and attracts visitors from all
over the world.

The celebrations would
highlight their cultural rich-
ness, a plethora of colors,
and the underlying message
of peace said a report aired
by a private news channel.
Preparations have already
kicked off for the festival
in all the three valleys
that including the renova-
tion of houses and tailor-
ing of traditional dresses
as well a collection of in-
gredients to cook special
cuisines for the occasion.
During the festival, the
Kalasha people would
seek the blessing of their
God and pray for the safe-
ty of the herds and crops
of the community.

The women would be
dressed up in traditional
clothes of vibrant colors,
gold and silver jewelry,
and elaborate headgear.
Men wear traditional Shal-
warKameez with a woolen
waistcoat. The Kalash wom-
en and men dance and sing
in a circle on the rhythmical
chant of drum beats. - APP

Pak needs to reactivate soft
diplomacy with Afghanistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Soft Diplomacy was
one of the approaches that was
underutilized by Pakistan, said Dr
Qibla Ayaz, Chairman Islamic Ide-
ology Council. He was delivering a
talk at a session titled ‘Pak- Afghan
Relations and Islamic Ideology:
Diplomacy, Existing Challenges,
and Future Prospects’. The ses-
sion was jointly organized by the
Pak-Afghan Youth Forum (PAYF)
and the Institute of Regional
Studies (IRS) under the former
institute’s series titled ‘Stories
We Live By'. Reflecting on some
of his personal experiences with
the Afghan students, Dr Ayaz ap-
preciated Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz’s support and initiatives to al-
low them in Pakistani universities
during his tenure. Dr Ayaz was of
the opinion that such initiatives
played a vital role in establishing
students as ambassadors of peace
and prosperity. He added, that he
had experienced the affiliations
that the Afghan students had
formed over the years here in Pa-
kistani universities and how they
had invariably become ambassa-
dors of their institutes. This soft
diplomacy, he said, was the critical
need of the hour to shun down any
other narratives surrounding the
debate on Pak- Afghan relations.

He added further that although a
lot of Afghan students were cur-
rently enrolled in Pakistani uni-
versities, there was still a need for
the relevant stakeholders in the

country to come up with specific
goal-oriented capacity-building
courses for the Afghan students
in order to enable them further in
their respective fields. Referring
to his brief tenure as the Associ-
ate Vice Chancellor (VC) at the
Islamia University Peshawar, Dr
Qibla Ayaz mentioned that he had
always been active proponent of
an ‘open door policy’ towards the
Afghan students.

Expressing his opinion on the
issue of education of girls in Af-
ghanistan, Dr Ayaz said that there
were two groups in Afghanistan.
One was the exposed group the
other was the mahaaz group that
had fought and won. The latter, he
said, was rather extremist practic-
ing ideals such as negating girls’
education and enforcing burka etc.
There was currently an internal
tussle between these two groups

and that was why they were unable
to deliver what the international
government wanted from them,
i.e., an inclusive and representa-
tive government.

Reflecting on his role as Chair-
man Islamic Ideology Council,
Dr Qibla quoted his experi-
ence(s) from bringing together
ulema from different Muslims
countries together and iterated
that ulema diplomacy could also

contribute a great deal to ensure
peace and stability within the
two countries and across the re-
gion. In that, he added, that Pa-
kistan could play a vital role as a
mediator. However, considering
the fact that the Council of Islam-
ic Ideology was a constitutional
body, this could be possible with
the support and approval of the
relevant ministries and security
organizations in the country.

MMBL, IWCCI join

hands for access of DFS
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Chinese-tech
classrooms
to invigorate
edu system

Construction of the project
started from September, 2021

ISLAMABAD: In the past

northernmost to Karachi in

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s largest digi-
tal bank, Mobilink Microfinance Bank
Limited (MMBL) has signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) with
the Islamabad Women Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (IWCCI) to pro-
mote and strengthen access to Digital
Financial Solutions (DFS) for women
borrowers and micro-entrepreneurs.
Promotion of financial inclusion is one
of the core pillars at MMBL whereby
the Bank is committed to facilitating
its women borrowers by paving the
path to easy, seamless, and affordable
DFS offerings. With custom-designed
female-centric products, MMBL is con-
tinuously striving to fulfill the financing
needs of women by eliminating barriers
that restrict their access to financial ser-
vices. Through this MoU, access to fi-
nancial credit for women entrepreneurs
will be further simplified.

MMBL’s collaboration with IWCCI
is another step forward in endors-
ing multiple initiatives to establish a
supportive environment for women
borrowers and micro-entrepreneurs
allowing them to not only build their
businesses but also enhance outreach.
Through tailored entrepreneurial ca-

pacity-building workshops and training
programs, IWCCI will not only provide
marketing opportunities for micro-en-
trepreneurs but also support strength-
ening their financial position. This al-
liance is dedicated to creating better
opportunities for women’s financial in-
clusion by generating awareness about
DFS including mobile wallets.

Commenting on the occasion, Pres-
ident & CEO- MMBL, Ghazanfar Az-
zam said: “It is a challenge for Pakistan
to achieve complete financial inclusion
and attain sustainable growth unless
access to financial resources to the
49% of the population that comprises
women, is ensured. MMBL, through
its Women Inspirational Network
(WIN) program, has made conscious
efforts to include women borrowers
and micro-entrepreneurs in the finan-
cial net. Since the program’s incep-
tion, we have upskilled more than 500
women in urban and rural startups in
financial management, and our drive to
foster financial literacy spurs ever on.
Through this collaboration with IWC-
CI, we will continue enabling women
to further understand Pakistan’s digi-
tal financial ecosystem while opening

more avenues for them to gain formal
access to financial capital.”

President IWCCI, Naima Ansari said:
“At IWCCI, we are focused on helping
businesses achieve ambitions. Now it
is imperative for women-owned busi-
nesses to take advantage of financial
offerings for business scalability and
expansion. We look forward to work-
ing with MMBL to design financial
products customized to the needs of
women business owners, that will pave
the way for their financial inclusion
and growth.”

MMBL acknowledges the need to
uplift Small & Medium Enterprises
(SMES) that contribute approximate-
ly 40% to the country’s GDP. MMBL
and IWCCI emphasize that upskilling
women in DFS and mobile wallets is
vital to building and fostering a dig-
ital economy. MMBL, with its stra-
tegic partnerships, is dedicated to
fostering financial inclusion through
its diverse portfolio and skills de-
velopment workshops in numerous
capacities including but not limited
to financial management, personal
entrepreneurial competencies, and
business planning. - APP

decade, emphasis has been
placed on improving higher
education system and educa-
tional infrastructure by the
Pakistani government.

Now, a project under Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) called ‘Smart
Classroom’ is growing vig-
orously in 50 universities
across Pakistan, which may
breathe new life into Paki-
stan’s education system in
the near future.

According to Chen Chun, pro-
ject manager from China Rail-
way Signal & Communication
Shanghai Engineering Bu-
reau Group Co., Ltd., in the
smart classrooms, teaching
can be realized both offline
and online at the same time,
overstepping the boundaries
of time and space, and inter-
action between teachers and
students will be much more
enhanced.

Moreover, through advanced
information and communica-
tion technology from China,
an intelligent system of data
sharing and assessment will
be established. “The smart
classrooms will improve
the accessibility of students
from one location to the
best teachers located at an-
other place,” Umar Idrees,
Pakistani site engineer of
the ‘Smart Classroom’ pro-
ject told CEN.

It’s learned that a total of 100
smart classrooms will be built
at 50 public universities in
49 cities from Hunza in the

the far south, covering all the
provinces and regions of Paki-
stan, which means the state-
of-the-art educational resourc-
es will be better utilized and
distributed over the whole
country. It’s indeed inspiring
for students who currently
lack high-quality educational
resources in the country. The
construction of the ‘Smart
Classroom’ project started
from September, 2021. Due
to the coronavirus pandemic,
the team has risen to many
challenges in equipment and
material imports, customs
clearance and construction,
etc.

“Now all the equipment
and materials of the pro-
ject have arrived at our
warehouse in Pakistan.
We're striving to com-
plete the whole project
by November,” Chen
Chun said. As CPEC en-
tered the second phase
of improving people’s
livelihood, education has
become one of the key ar-
eas to develop to help the
Pakistan alleviate poverty
and let more Pakistani
people live a better life.
“The Smart Classroom pro-
ject will benefit the university
students in Pakistan who are
the pillar of the state in the
future. It will greatly promote
the development of higher ed-
ucation in Pakistan, support-
ing Pakistan to evolve into a
knowledge-based economy,”
Chen Chun concluded. - APP

PIA offers 19 % discount to

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines (PIA) has offered
15 percent discount on domestic
flights and 10 percent discount on
international flights to the mem-
bers of Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (ICCI).
For this purpose, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
was signed between PIA and
ICCI. Muhammad Shakeel Mu-
nir President ICCI and Junaid
Khan, District Manager, PIA
Islamabad signed the MoU dur-
ing a ceremony held at ICCI.
According to the MoU, PIA will
offer 15% discount on domestic
sectors and 10% discount on in-
ternational sectors on economy
& executive economy classes on
applicable base fare along with the
waiver of service charges, if appli-
cable to ICCI members and their
immediate family, on request from
ICCI secretariat letterhead with
production of valid ICCI Member-
ship Card by the members.

ICCI will extend support and
will facilitate promotion of PIA
products and services from all
its platforms including electron-
ic, print and social media. ICCI
will declare PIA as official travel

partner and PIA will be preferred
travel airline for all of their mem-
bers’ visits on both international
and domestic sectors.

Speaking at the occasion, Muham-
mad Shakeel Munir, President,

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (ICCI) appreciated the
initiatives of PIA for offering dis-
counts to ICCI members in domes-
tic and international flights. He
said that airlines play an important

role in business and economic de-
velopment of a country, therefore,
improving the performance of
PIA is vital to promote Pakistan’s
trade and exports to international
markets. He hoped that the PIA
discounted offer would help the
business community in exploring
new markets for improving trade
and exports of the country. He
assured that the business commu-
nity would cooperate in promoting
PIA’s branding.

Junaid Khan, District Manager,
said that PIA is now focusing on
corporate customers for busi-
ness generation and signing
MoU with ICCI is a part of such
efforts. He said that the business
community should facilitate PIA
in improving its cargo business.
He said that PIA is ready to ded-
icate aircrafts for cargo flights
if the private sector supports it
with more business volume. He
said that PIA is making efforts
to expand its foreign destination
that would help the business
community in tapping new mar-
kets for business opportunities.

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The nutrition
experts of the National Uni-
versity of Medical Sciences
(NUMS) have called on Fri-
day for a cultural shift from
junk food to traditional un-
processed Pakistani cuisines
and drinks for ensuring a
healthy diet and avoid gain-
ing weight during the month
of Ramzan.

They said that lack of aware-
ness about “mindful eating”
among people residing both
in urban and rural areas,
reduce the life span of their
families while increasing the
risk of non-communicable
diseases like hypertension,
diabetes, heart problem
and obesity. The month of
fasting provides them an
opportunity to ponder over
their unhealthy eating hab-
its and switch to healthy life
style, said Head of NUMS
Department of  Nutrition
and Dietetic DrSeharlgbal
PhD in Public Health and
Nutrition and Assistant Prof
and consultant Dietitian Dr
Abdul Momin, PhD in Food
and Nutrition while dilating
on benefits of nutritious diet.
“Cultural shift is required
to use healthy diets and
drinks  through reverting
people choices to organic
products, fruits and vegeta-
bles and use of traditional
Pakistani drinks like lem-
on and “lassi” by abandon-
ing the consumption junk
food and fizzy drinks”, said
DrSeharlgbal. The role
of the media is critical in
promoting a balanced diet
which will help to lessen
disease burden on health
facilities of the country.
Olive oil is the best option
for cooking while “Desi
Ghee”, (clarified butter)
being non-processed, is far
better than other cooking
oils available in the market.
People could use vegetables,
fruits, pulses and salads for a
healthy life style and keep at
bay many health problems.

Opportunity
for govt. to
tame budget
deficit

ISLAMABAD: The Society
for the Protection of the
Rights of the Child (SPARC)
here on Friday organized a
session with journalists to
discuss the opportunity
for the new government
to generate revenue by in-
creasing tobacco taxes.
Public Health experts rec-
ommended the new govern-
ment to increase Federal
Excise Duty (FED) on To-
bacco Products by 30 per-
cent to generate additional
revenue that can be used
for the well being of the
people since the budget is
a crucial challenge for the
government. Mr. Khalil
Ahmed Dogar, Program
Manager SPARC told the
media that Tobacco taxes
were the most cost-effec-
tive tobacco control meas-
ure and the use of tobacco
caused an annual economic
burden of 615 billion which
is 1.6 percent of Pakistan’s
GDP. This leads to signifi-
cant negative externalities,
including high healthcare
costs and lost productivity
due to tobacco-attributable
diseases. But contrary, the
revenue generated from
the tobacco industry is 120
billion in 2019 which is ap-
proximately just 20 percent
of the total cost of smoking,
he expressed. - APP

‘See Paki-
stan’ nature
exhibition
concludes

ISLAMABAD: A fascinat-
ing Photo Exhibition ‘See
Pakistan’ by M.H. Toori
concluded here on Friday
at Pakistan National Coun-
cil of the Arts (PNCA) in
which unseen beauty of Pa-
kistan was showcased.

A large number of the pub-
lic from various walks of
life alongside the press and
media visited the exhibition
to see the blend of culture
and nature in Pakistan.
This show in particular is
very important because
M.H. Toori showed his pho-
tographs for the very first
time at the PNCA. PNCA
is committed to promoting
significant aspects of the
country and encourages
community participation in
gallery activities, fostering
curatorial practice to art-
ists’ own understanding of
their work and encouraging
a healthy and sustainable
local arts industry. - APP



Ukraine conflict may
spiral out of control

E OPES of an early end to the Ukraine crisis, raised by the start of

talks between Moscow and Kyiv a couple of weeks ago, seem to be

fading quickly. There is fear that the conflict could escalate beyond
its current peripheries. The crisis, which began on February 24 when Mos-
cow sent thousands of troops into Ukraine, is slowly but steadily becoming a
war by proxy between Russia and the West, led by the United States, despite
the repeated assurances of Nato leaders that the alliance member countries
will not be dragged into what so far has been a limited war.
A few weeks ago, the world had hoped for a quick end of the war as senior
delegations from the two countries met several times in Minsk and Istanbul
with reports that a first draft agreement was being written to pave the way
for a meeting between the two countries’ leaders. To support those efforts,
Russia last week announced that it was withdrawing its troops from the re-
gion surrounding the Ukrainian capital Kyiv.
However, Ukraine, buoyed by the Russian partial drawdown and the intensi-
fying Western military and financial support, has since taken a harder line.
Any hope of comprise seems unrealistic today, especially after Wednes-
day’s announcement by President Joe Biden of a $800 million package of
offensive weapons including heavy artillery and assault helicopters. The
nature of the US military aid to Ukraine and Biden’s unusual rhetoric
(describing the war as a genocide) suggests that for the US and its West-
ern allies, this has become a war by proxy. Another indication of the esca-
lation of the war is the latest statements coming from Nordic countries,
which are not Nato members. Wary of the possibility of a wider conflict,
these states, such as Finland and Sweden, seem to have abandoned their
long-held policy of neutrality and took major steps towards joining the
organisation, despite Russian objections.
Finnish Prime Minister, Sanna Marin, said on Wednesday that her coun-
try, which shares a 1,300km border with Russia, would decide on this

“quite fast, in weeks not months”. The Ukraine war has not only changed

Europe’s “whole security landscape” but also “reshaped mindsets” in her
and neighbouring countries.
Moscow was quick to warn Nato of admitting those countries. UN chief,
Antonio Guterres, on Wednesday warned that the war in Ukraine looks
more like a “perfect storm” of global catastrophes and will devastate
economies in dozens of developing countries. The US, Nato and Russia
must work together for an immediate ceasefire. This war needs to end
now before it spirals out of control — with the increasingly hardened
position of the US and its allies, that is no longer a distant possibility.
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Cost of living crisis

HE UK is sliding into a social and economic crisis, the likes

of which its people have not seen for decades. Household fuel

bills are on course to top £2,400 by this autumn, while the price
of a grocery shop is rocketing. Meanwhile, the economy is flatlining
and the average employee’s pay keeps falling behind inflation, which
hit 7% in March, the highest rate since 1992. No wonder that the char-
ities and analysts that work on poverty and inequality are issuing such
dire warnings. On one projection, one in three Britons - 23.5 million
people - will be unable to afford the cost of living this year.
The rest of the world is being buffeted by the same storms: Covid, fol-
lowed by soaring prices for food and fuel, and then Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, which has led to another massive rise in the cost of basics. The
difference is that most other countries do not have our wealth, or social
security system, or infrastructure. So imagine the devastation felt else-
where, in countries less wealthy, less stable and less powerful. In Soma-
lia, the UN’s Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) predicts, more
than 6 million people will fall into “crisis, emergency, or catastrophic
levels of hunger” within the next two months.
Add in southern Ethiopia and Kenya, and the total facing “crisis or
worse” jumps to 16 million. A terse, bureaucratic, economical phrase

“crisis or worse” - denotes unimaginable human trauma: selling all

you have to feed your children, leaving your family home and wandering
miles for sustenance. You need a lot of luck to survive such rigours.
Now imagine this fate befalling families from Africa to Asia to Latin
America, because that is what lies ahead. Oxfam projects that 260 mil-
lion people will be pushed into extreme poverty this year alone - that
is to say, living on $1.90 (roughly £1.50) a day or less. These are vast
numbers that so far have gone largely ignored. To take a small example:
at the start of this year, the FAO appealed for $138m in aid for farming
families in Somalia; four months later, it is still nearly two-thirds short.
Much of the rich world - its governments, households and businesses
- is focused on helping Ukraine, but sadly it is only one among many
countries in desperate need of help.
The cost of not doing at least some of the above will be high: in human
lives, in geopolitical stability, in financial markets. This week, Sri Lanka
warned that it would renege on its foreign debts, even as thousands of
protesters took to the streets of Colombo to demand the overthrow of
their president. More dominoes are bound to fall.

World needs to hear more

3 technologies that
can revolutionize
retail in Pakistan

about Israel’s serial murders

Ray Hanania

Immediately after the
attack, the Israelis invaded
the village where the
alleged attacker hailed from
and arrested, beat and shot
several other Palestinians
who had nothing to do
with the attack. Israel
stereotypes all Palestinians
as being co-conspirators
and accomplices in
violence against Jews

N the rare instance that an Israeli Jew is

brought to trial for committing an act of

violence, the accused is given every ben-
efit, including a defense lawyer, a public hear-
ing and the benefit of any doubt. But when
a Palestinian is accused of violence, they are
usually shot dead first and then vilified by the
Israeli government’s propaganda machine,
which spins events to demonize the victim
without trial, justice or a shred of honesty.
Even if the murdered suspects are presumed
guilty, convicted in the Israeli government’s
court of public propaganda and demoniza-
tion, the punishments do not stop with the
suspects. Israel’s government not only con-
demns the suspects, dead or alive, but also
condemns their relatives, as long as they are
Christian or Muslim and not Jewish. Collec-
tive punishment is a clear violation of the

international rule of law, but Israel’s govern-
ment rejects that assertion — offering fur-
ther clear evidence of its apartheid.

Israel’'s government asserts that it does not
recognize the Fourth Geneva Convention,
which prohibits the excessive punishment of
civilians during conflict, and therefore claims
that it is not subject to its articles. Meanwhile,
Israel also asserts that it is a democracy.
Refusing to recognize the international rule of
law is proof that Israel is not really a democ-
racy. It is only pretending to be a democracy,
which means that, when it wants to appeal for
support from Western democracies, it can get
support. A nation that embraces apartheid pol-
icies is neither a democracy nor a follower of
the international rule of law.

Israel’s government this week announced
that it would impose sanctions on Jenin to re-
strict movement in and out of the city, further
decimating its already crippled economy. Its
reasoning was that several Palestinian civil-
ians who were recently murdered by the Is-
raeli Defense Forces were from Jenin or near-
by villages. The Palestinians were killed while
protesting against Israel’s continued killing of
other civilians. Some were killed by the IDF,
armed racist settlers and Israeli police be-
cause a Palestinian was accused of attacking
and killing three Israelis at a bar in Tel Aviv
last week. A dozen other Israeli civilians were
wounded in the gun attack.

Had the attack been carried out by a Jew
against Christians or Muslims, the attacker
would have been arrested, given a defense
attorney and prosecuted publicly in a court
of law, where people are, in a democracy,
innocent until proven guilty. The family of
the Jewish suspect would receive all kinds of
legal and financial aid from supporters and
no one would be talking about destroying the
suspect’s mother’s home or putting his sis-
ters and brothers out on the street.

But the Tel Aviv attack was by a Muslim Pales-
tinian, who was shot dead on the spot, as is the
practice of the Israeli military when responding
to violence against Jews. Immediately after the
attack, the Israelis invaded the village where
the alleged attacker hailed from and arrested,
beat and shot several other Palestinians who

had nothing to do with the attack. Israel ste-
reotypes all Palestinians as being co-conspira-
tors and accomplices in violence against Jews.
So they destroyed the homes of his relatives. It
is part of what Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
describes as giving Israeli soldiers “no limits”
in how they respond to such attacks.
If this did not involve death, destruction and
civilian suffering, it might be funny because
Israel already offers “no limits” to its forces
when they target Christians and Muslims.
Last week, widowed mother-of-six Ghada
Sabateen was walking down the street in
Husan, a village near Bethlehem. Israeli sol-
diers ordered her to stop and shot her dead
when she did not. This murder did not make
headlines in mainstream American newspa-
pers and, where it was reported, it was bur-
ied in wordy pro-Israel propaganda as part of
stories that focused on the Tel Aviv killings,
which are being used to justify every attack
in which the victims are Palestinian.
The biggest problem, however, is that the
Palestinians are dysfunctional when it
comes to communicating and producing
counter-propaganda. They cannot seem to
document the names and identities of all the
victims. Although, in fairness, the killings
are happening too frequently.
Instead of pressuring the major news media to
be fair, Palestinians in the US are more focused
on extremist rhetoric against Israel. They have
failed to orchestrate an effective campaign to
raise the profile of these routine killings.
Palestinian deaths are wrapped in a fog of
incomplete information, while the Israelis
take every death and spin it like it was the
end of the world, with the victim’s every de-
tail widely distributed.
Something needs to be done to stop Israel’s
serial murders. They need to be fully publi-
cized and documented — quickly.
The Israeli propagandists spew a series of rap-
id responses through a network of communica-
tions, press releases, press conferences, cho-
reographed statements and expertly created
videos. Meanwhile, the Palestinians are head-
locked by extremist voices that focus more on
anger-driven hate than on justice.

- Courtesy: Arab News

The Florence nghtmgale of Pakistan

Huma Arshad

The main milestone in the
life of Bilgees Edhi was
placing more than 500

cradles across the country

with the message "Do not
kill, leave the baby to live
in the cradle. “she acted
selflessly throughout
her life and tried to
provide for orphans and
needy utter happiness

ILQUIS Bano Edhi an epitome of ded-
ication, wife of Abdul Sattar Edhi was a
visionary philanthropist and a dedicated

nurse by profession. She devoted her entire life
to the services of the poor people of Pakistan.
Before her marriage to Abdul Sattar Edhi, she
had adopted nursing as a profession by choice.
Nursing is a Profession and not just simply a mix-
ture of special skills. The nursing profession is

F L ‘1

the perfect blend of today’s health care industry
with a touch of the traditional past. It is a noble
profession and the greatest service to humanity.
It is focused on the care of every individual so
they can maintain and recover their health and
quality of life. “Nursing is the noblest of all pro-
fessions as it is based on motherly care and sis-
terly affection.”

She got married to Abdul Sattar Edhi at the age
of nineteen and both husband and wife lived their
whole life believing the motto “ Making a differ-
ence and changing lives forever .”According to
sources she had a different personality but she
had embraced her husband’s lifestyle and then
stood by him until his death. Abdul Sattar Edhi
first opened a nursing home and made Bilgis
Edhi a co-chair of the Edhi Foundation. As a wife,
she accompanied her husband and stood by his
side even when his work became more tedious
during the 1965 India-Pakistan war when aerial

bombardment left dead bodies on the ground,
which she and her husband picked up with the
help of a team of volunteers. In a country where
governmentrun services have been glaringly
ill-equipped to deal with humanitarian crises,
the Edhis’ social welfare system is a trusted
household name only because of the Edhis . And
though there is a drop in donations since Edhi’s
death, Bilquis Edhi tried her level best till her
death to carry on her husband’s legacy.
The main milestone in the life of Bilgees Edhi
was placing more than 500 cradles across the
country with the message "Do not kill, leave the
baby to live in the cradle. “she acted selflessly
throughout her life and tried to provide for or-
phans and needy utter happiness and the comfort
of their homes by establishing shelters homes
with her husband. She was kind as a mother and
loving as a sister. She worked day and night to
serve the people in need.
She died on 15th April 2022; She worked tire-
lessly for the people of Pakistan. In recognition
of her services, she received Mother Teresa Me-
morial International Award, Lenin Peace Prize,
Hilal-e-Imtiaz & Ramon Magsaysay Award for
Public Service. Throughout her life with her hus-
band, she lived modestly and served her entire
life for people around her. “Mankind must make
heaven before we can ‘go to heaven’ in this world
as in any other.”

- Florence Nightingale

Muhammad Husnain

The self checkout solutions
help customers to bill
on their own, avoid long
queues, improves customer
engagement with the brand.
It also adds up for retailers
as one person can manage
multiple self checkouts
therefore saving...

ETAIL has been
slowly and steadi-
ly transforming in

Pakistan with consumer
interest changing from
buying in small shops on
high street to shopping
centers. Traditionally the
retail particularly fashion
was driven in the clusters
of shops located in the
different bazars offering
customers with clothing
options. Lately in past
decade the retail has
seen a shift as customers
prefer to buy in the shop-
ping malls and expect ex-
perience in store.

The younger generation
is more tech-savvy and
aware on global trends
in innovation. With in-
crease in demand and
vast geographical area
retailers in Pakistan are
continuously evolving to
improve on consumer
experience. Three Tech-
nologies that can benefit
retail in Pakistan:

RFID: Radio Frequen-
cy Identification is the
world leading technology
in retail, that help retail-
ers have correct and real
time inventory visibility,
increases on shelf avail-
ability, helps to reduce
the inventory covers and
improve sales.

The technology has
been implemented in
global retail groups
like, Tesco, Inditex,
H&M to name a few
and have resulted in
tremendous results for
the businesses. RFID
is an end to end solu-
tion from Vendor to DC
receiving, store receiv-
ing and billing and as
security mechanism.
With its range of ben-
efits, RFID helps to
increase inventory
accuracy in stores by
more then 95% which
traditionally stands at
65% for most of the re-
tailers, resulting in over
buys, wrong data visibil-
ity and more important-

ly on shelf availability
which leads to customer
satisfaction.
The RFID chips are
placed on each merchan-
dise and are read through
using RFID scanners
and finally the data is in-
terpreted through using
RFID softwares. This
helps to have the correct
inventory  information,
track the merchandise
movement across the sup-
ply chain even between
the back stores to sales
floor and vice versa lead-
ing to improved replenish-
ments for the store.
Furthermore, this tech-
nology helps retailer
build a clean inventory
base, avoids the need of
annual inventory audits
saving time and money.
The store packs the or-
ders and ships to the
customer reducing lead
times to delivery. This
model has proven to in-
crease sales, NPS and
customer satisfaction.
Self Checkouts:  The
life has gone busy and
so have the customer
expectations in retail
stores, as the shoppings
are planned with the
other entertainment for
most of the customers,
time is the most impor-
tant factor in determin-
ing brand experience for
customers.
In mid to large segment
retailers, the queues on
cash tills are common
and seen in all stores
during peak hours, cus-
tomers are always will-
ing to spend more time
on shop floor but always
wish to checkout as soon
as possible.
Generally a SCO recov-
ers its investments in the
first year itself for mid-
large size retailers.
- The author is a
Dubai based retail
professional and may
be accessed at mu-
hammadhusnain23@
gmail.com
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City housing
society
Jhelum, new

KaMRrRAN GUIJAR

JHELUM: Jhelum city’s
largest housing society has
given billions of rupees to
the investors, and for the
last time. Despite receiv-
ing all the funds from the
citizens in the block named
Eiffel Tower, the plots have
not yet been shaped.

No road has been built or
there is no landscape chain,
but the reminder of paying
timely dues to plot buyers
is being repeated, but it is
used to take control of those
who pay the dues. Citizens
say that society has become
a silent spectator after earn-
ing billions of rupees.
Millions of people are being
stuck again and again, the
administration has forgot-
ten the old blocks in the
land cycle. The investment
citizens say that if we do
not develop the blocks, our
money should be returned.
There is no responsibili-
ty for the society that can
solve our problems.

Russian
warship

Moskva sinks
in Black Sea

MOSCOW: A Russian war-
ship that was damaged by an
explosion on Wednesday has
sunk, Russia’s defence min-
istry has said. Moskva, the
flagship of Russia’s Black
Sea Fleet, was being towed
to port when “stormy seas”
caused it to sink, according
to a ministry message.

The 510-crew missile cruis-
er was a symbol of Russia’s
military power, leading its
naval assault on Ukraine.
Kyiv says its missiles hit the
warship. Moscow has not
reported any attack - it says
the vessel sank after a fire.
The blaze caused the explo-
sion of the warship’s ammu-
nition, Russia says, adding
that the entire crew were
later evacuated to nearby
Russian vessels in the Black
Sea. After saying initially
the warship was afloat, late
on Thursday the Russian de-
fence ministry announced
that the Moskva had been
lost. The 12,490-tonne ves-
sel is the biggest Russian
warship to be sunk in action
since World War Two.
“While being towed... to-
wards the destined port, the
vessel lost its balance due
to damage sustained in the
hull as fire broke out after
ammunition exploded. Giv-
en the choppy seas, the ves-
sel sank,” the Russian de-
fence ministry said. - APP

Swiatek
stretches win
streak to 18

PARIS: Iga Swiatek marked
her first match as world num-
ber one with an 18th straight
victory as she steered Po-
land closer to the Billie Jean
King Cup Finals on Friday.
The 20-year-old swept past
123rd-ranked Mihaela Bu-
zarnescu 6-1, 6-0 in just 55
minutes on the back of five
service breaks as the Poles
opened a 2-0 lead over Ro-
mania in their qualifier in Ra-
dom. Swiatek went into the
tie on a hot streak, putting
together 17 successive wins
on her way to titles in Doha,
Indian Wells and Miami.
Teammate Magda Linette
earlier fought off the chal-
lenge of experienced Iri-
na-Camelia Begu 6-1, 4-6,
6-2. “I'm much more con-
fident right now,” said Swi-
atek who lost both her sin-
gles matches when she last
played in the tournament on
home soil against Ukraine
in 2019. “I feel like I have
grown up for sure.

Russia hits
Kyiv missile
factory

KYIV:  Russian  strikes
pounded a military factory
near Kyiv that makes the
missiles Ukraine claims it
used to sink the Moskva
naval flagship, with Moscow
on Friday vowing renewed
attacks on the capital.

A workshop and an adminis-
trative building at the Vizar
plant, which lies near Kyiv’s
international Zhuliany air-
port, were seriously dam-
aged in the overnight strikes,
an AFP journalist saw. Rus-
sia had earlier announced it
had used Kalibr sea-based
long-range missiles to hit
the factory, which Ukraine’s
state weapons manufacturer
Ukroboronprom says pro-
duced Neptune missiles. —
Agencies

PCB announces 12 months
busy schedule for green shirts

OPROMUNIY | The women’s national side have a demanding but exciting and challenging
12 months, which will provide them more opportunities to improve and
excel as well as to showcase their talent and potential to the world

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) has announced
a busy schedule for the Men in
Green, where they will play seven
Tests, 17 ODIs, and a minimum of
25 T20Is in the next 12 months.
The seven ICC World Test Cham-
pionship fixtures will be against
three opponents — Sri Lanka (2),
England (3), and New Zealand (2)
- while the 12 ICC Men’s Cricket
World Cup Super League match-
es will be versus West Indies, Sri
Lanka, Netherlands and New Zea-
land (three each).

In the shortest format of the
game, the Babar Azam-led unit
will feature in the ACC Asia Cup
T20 in August/September and the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Aus-
tralia 2022 from 15 October to 15
November where they are guar-
anteed a minimum of five T20Is
each. Outside the two events,
their other T20Is will be against

England (seven), West Indies
(three), and New Zealand (five).
New Zealand, in addition to the
five ODIs in April 2023, will also
play five T20Is.

In the shortest format of the game,
Pakistan men’s side will feature in
the ACC Asia Cup T20 in August/
September and the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup Australia 2022
from 15 October to 15 November
where they are guaranteed a mini-
mum of five T20Is each.

Outside the two events, their oth-
er T20Is will be against England
(seven), West Indies (three) and
New Zealand (five). New Zealand,
in addition to the five ODIs in April
2023, will also play five T20Is.
The women’s national side have a
demanding but exciting and chal-
lenging 12 months, which will
provide them more opportunities
to improve and excel as well as to
showcase their talent and poten-
tial to the world.

The women’s side will feature in
three ICC Women’s Champion-

ship series matches against Sri
Lanka, Ireland (both home) and
Australia (away), the Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games, the
19th Asian Games in Guangzhou,
the ACC Women’s T20 Cup (ven-
ue TBC), the ICC U19 Cricket
World Cup 2023 South Africa and
the ICC Women’s T20 World Cup
2023 South Africa.

In addition to this, Pakistan wom-
en will take on Ireland and Aus-
tralia in a triangular T20 series in
Belfast in the lead up to the Bir-
mingham Games.

At this stage, Pakistan Shaheens’
participation in the 19th Asian
Games is confirmed, though ef-
forts are being made to add a few
more series for the Shaheens so
that there are more opportunities
for players who are knocking at
the doors of the national side.
While there is more international
cricket for the men’s and women’s
sides as compared to the 2021-
22 season, Pakistan is set to host
more international cricket in the

coming season. West Indies, Eng-
land and New Zealand men’s sides
will tour Pakistan twice each,
while Sri Lanka and Ireland wom-
en will visit Pakistan in May/June
and October/November.

This exciting and back-to-back
international cricket will be in
addition to the 2022-23 domes-
tic cricket season, which will run
concurrently to the international
season. In the 2021-22 season, the
PCB delivered 314 matches in 12
tournaments between September
2021 and April 2022.

24 May - 5 June - Sri Lanka Women
in Karachi (3 ODIs & 3 T20Is)
5-12 June - West Indies Men in
Rawalpindi (3 ODIs)

Jul-Aug - Pakistan Men to Sri Lan-
ka (2 Tests & 3 ODIs)

12-24 Jul - Pakistan Women to Bel-
fast for tri-series (4T20Is)

25 Jul-8 Aug - Pakistan Women
for Birmingham Commonwealth
Games (7 T20Is)

Aug - Pakistan Men to Nether-
lands (three ODIs)

1-17 Sept - Pakistan Men to Sri
Lanka for ACC T20 Cup (5 T20Is)
10-25 Sep - Pakistan Women and
Pakistan Shaheens to Gangzhou,
China, for 19th Asia Games
Sep-Oct — England Men to Paki-
stan (7 T20Is)

Oct - ACC Women’s T20 Asia Cup
(8 T20Is, venue TBC)

15 Oct-15 Nov - ICC Men’s T20
World Cup in Australia, (5 T20Is)
30 Oct-19 Nov - Ireland Women
to Lahore/Karachi (3 ODIs & 3
T20Is)

Nov-Dec - England Men to Paki-
stan (3 Tests)

Dec-Jan - New Zealand Men to Pa-
kistan (2 Tests & 3 ODIs)

4 Jan-1 Feb - Pakistan Women to
Australia (3 ODIs & 3 T20Is)

Jan - West Indies Men to Pakistan
(3 T20Is)

Jan-Feb - ICC U19 Women’s T20
World Cup, South Africa

2-26 Feb - ICC Women’s T20
World Cup, South Africa

Apr-May - New Zealand Men to
Pakistan (5 ODIs & 5 T20Is)

GENEVA: The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) expressed
"strong opposition and concerns" on Thursday about the
UK's plan to export its asylum obligations. It urged the UK,
which is a key financial contributor to the UNHCR, to refrain
from transferring asylum seekers and refugees to Rwanda for
asylum processing. "UNHCR remains firmly opposed to ar-
rangements that seek to transfer refugees and asylum seek-
ers to third countries in the absence of sufficient safeguards
and standards," said UNHCR's assistant head, Gillian Triggs.
"Such arrangements simply shift asylum responsibilities,
evade international obligations, and are contrary to the letter
and spirit of the Refugee Convention."

Earlier Thursday, the British government announced a
new and controversial relocation plan that would see asy-
lum seekers attempting to enter the UK sent to Rwanda
for resettlement. Triggs said those fleeing war, conflict
and persecution deserve compassion and empathy. "They
should not be traded like commodities and transferred
abroad for processing," he said. The refugee agency urged
the UK and Rwanda to re-think the plans. It also warned
that instead of deterring refugees from resorting to per-
ilous journeys, the externalization arrangements would
only magnify risks, causing refugees to seek alternative
routes and exacerbating pressures on frontline states.
UNHCR said Rwanda has "generously" provided a haven
to refugees fleeing conflict and persecution for decades.
Most live in camps with limited access to economic op-
portunities. The UNHCR believes wealthier nations must
show solidarity in supporting Rwanda and the refugees it
already hosts and not the other way around. - Agencies

Root gives up England
Test captaincy

LONDON: Joe Root, England’s top batter, has resigned
as Test captain, claiming the toll and impact the position
has had on him. In 2017, the 31-year-old was named Sir
Alastair Cook’s successor, and he retains the record for
most matches and victories as captain.

However, Root’s most recent series as captain ended in de-
feat to the West Indies, with the 10-wicket third Test defeat
extending England’s losing streak to nine matches.

Root previously stated that he wished to continue but has
now changed his mind, saying that the moment is right.
“After returning from the Caribbean tour and having
time to reflect, I have decided to step down as England
Men’s Test captain. It has been the most challenging
decision I have had to make in my career but having
discussed this with my family and those closest to me;
I know the timing is right”, said Root.

“It has been the most challenging decision I have had to
make in my career - but having discussed this with my family
and those closest to me, I know the timing is right.

“I am immensely proud to have captained my country and
will look back on the past five years with enormous pride.
“It has been an honour to have done the job and to have
been a custodian of what is the pinnacle of English cricket.
“I have loved leading my country, but recently it’s
hit home how much of a toll it has taken on me and
the impact it has had on me away from the game,”
he added. Root’s 5,295 runs as captain are the most
of any England captain, and he also hit 14 centu-
ries during his time in charge. He is England’s sec-
ond-highest Test run-scorer of all time, having guid-
ed his side to a record 64 Test victories but also
overseeing the most losses (27). (26). - APP

BJK: GB’s Raducanu wins
after Harriet Dart loses

SporTs DESK

PRAGUE: Emma Raducanu won on her Billie
Jean King Cup debut to haul Great Britain
level with the Czech Republic and leave the
qualifying tie delicately poised. Raducanu,
19, was playing her first senior match on
clay, adjusting well to the surface to win 7-5
7-5 against world number 50 Tereza Martinco-
va. The US Open champion levelled the best-
of-five tie after Harriet Dart lost 6-1 6-0

to Marketa Vondrousova. The nations

play two singles matches on Satur-
day, plus a doubles if needed.

The winners will qualify for Novem-
ber's finals, while the runners-up
face a play-off tie the same week.
Britain are among the countries bid-
ding to host the finals and could also
still qualify as the host nation. Follow-
ing her stunning ascent in the past
year, it is easy to forget how Raducanu
is still a novice in terms of profession-
al experience. But she showed every
bit of her talent and mentality to come
through a tough battle with 27-year-old
Martincova. The teenager saved a set
point at 5-4 in the opener before win-
ning the next three games, and also
fought back from a 4-1 deficit in the
second. Raducanu won six of the final
seven games to clinch a vital o
victory for herself and her
team, showing her elation
with a enthusiastic cel-
ebration before she
was hugged by her
team-mates.
"This one means
to me," said
number 12 Ra-
is set to play

; ¥ ’ so much
] " world
ducanu, who
1 . -_'/Vondrousova
China launches military

drills around Taiwan as
US lawmakers visit island

BEIJING: China carried out military exercises around Tai-
wan on Friday as a delegation of US lawmakers reached the
island for a visit that Beijing termed a “deliberate provocative
action.” The Chinese military’s Eastern Theater Command
said it sent destroyers, frigates, bombers and fighter jets for
drills “in the East China Sea and waters and airspace sur-
rounding Taiwan.” “The misbhehavior and tricks of the US
side are very dangerous and will only end in vain; playing with
fire will only get oneself burnt,” it said in a statement. China’s
Defense Ministry said the drills are “necessary action taken
in light of the current security situation in the Taiwan Strait
and the need to safeguard China’s national sovereignty.”

It said the “deliberate provocative action ... seriously vio-
lates the One China principle and the stipulations of the
three China-US joint communiques, severely undermines

in the reverse singles on Saturday. "Playing on clay defi-
nitely took some adjusting, even now. The conditions
were very windy and some bad bounces, so to ad-
just and adapt in the situation was very challeng-
ing but I'm very proud of how I dug in. "In the
beginning of the second set, I went a bit flat
l| and everyone in my team was telling me the in-
tensity had dropped. It is difficult to regain that
but I'm very happy I did in the end." Raducanu
leads a new-look British side in Prague, with
the side not able to call on either recently re-
tired Johanna Konta or Heather Watson for
the first time since 2010.

Captain Anne Keothavong rec-
ognises it is a "changing of
the guard" and says she is
excited by the crop of
young players she has at
her disposal. But they
face a difficult task
against the Czechs,
who have won the
team event six
'\, times since 2011,
on the out
door clay, even
though they
are without
star trio Barbo-
raKrejcikova, Kar-
olina Pliskova and
Petra Kvitova. Dart, 25,
broke into the world top
100 recently after reach-
ing the fourth round at
Indian Wells, but she
was unable to deliv-
er a strong start
for Britain. Von-
drousova is ranked
32nd in the world
and her quality on

clay showed.

the political foundation of China-US relations, and esca-
lates the tension across the Taiwan Strait.” “It is extremely
hypocritical and untrustworthy for the US to pledge not to
support ‘Taiwan independence’ on the one hand and send
a serious wrong signal to the ‘“Taiwan independence’ seces-
sionist forces on the other,” said ministry spokesman Sr.
Col. Wu Qian. China’s Foreign Ministry, in a separate state-
ment, said Beijing “opposes official exchanges between the
US and the island of Taiwan in any form.” While China sees
Taiwan as its “breakaway province,” Taipei has been insist-
ing on its independence since 1949.

The US formally recognized China in 1979 and shifted dip-
lomatic relations from Taipei to Beijing, including Taiwan as
part of mainland China. The military drills around Taiwan
are “a countermeasure toward recent US moves, including
visits by US lawmakers,” staterun Global Times quoted
Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian as saying.

A six-member US Congressional delegation led by Re-
publican Senator Lindsey Graham arrived in Taiwan
on Thursday, defying previous threats from Beijing of
“forceful measures” in response. — Agencies

Barcelona dumped out of Europa League

The game carried on into an 11th added minute when Depay netted a penalty after

Evan Ndicka was sent off, receiving a second

PARIS: Favourites Barcelona were dumped
out of the Europa League by Eintracht
Frankfurt in the quarterfinals on Thursday,
while West Ham United and Rangers joined
RB Leipzig in qualifying for the last four.
Serbian international Filip Kostic scored
twice on either side of a Rafael Santos
Borre strike at the Camp Nou for Frankfurt,
who survived a late fightback to win 3-2 on
the night and 4-3 on aggregate.
Sergio Busquets scored a late consolation
before Memphis Depay’s even later penal-
ty for Barcelona but Eintracht held on, to
the delight of the estimated 30,000 German
supporters who travelled for the game.
They go through to their second Europa
League semiinal in four seasons, having lost
on penalties to Chelsea at the same stage in
2019. “I am speechless. Nobody expected
this, if you are honest. Everyone expected us
to suffer,” said Frankfurt goalkeeper Kevin
Trapp. Barcelona’s recent revival under Xavi
Hernandez has been remarkable but this de-
feat means they have won just once at home
all season in Europe, and their campaign is
now set to end without silverware. “It’s a
hammer blow for us. They deserved to go
through,” admitted Xavi.
After conceding three penalties in their
weekend win over Levante, Barca fell be-
. hind to another spotkick inside four min-

utes against Eintracht, as Kostic converted
after a foul by Eric Garcia to the delight of
the enormous away support.

The visitors scored again in the 36th min-
ute as Colombian forward Borre fired high
into the net from range, and Kostic’s low
finish into the far corner made it 3-0 mid-
way through the second half. Busquets had
a late goal disallowed for offside before he
found the net with a fantastic strike from 20
metres in the first minute of injury time.
The game carried on into an 11th added
minute when Depay netted a penalty after
Evan Ndicka was sent off, receiving a sec-
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ond caution for a foul on Luuk de Jong.
West Ham outclass Lyon Yet Eintracht
maintained their record of not having lost
to Spanish opposition since the 1960 Eu-
ropean Cup final against Real Madrid, and
they will face West Ham in the semi-finals.
The English side are through to their first
European semi-final since losing the 1976
Cup Winners’ Cup final to Anderlecht after
they outclassed Lyon in France, winning 3-0
on the night and 4-1 on aggregate.

The Hammers took the lead in the 38th min-
ute of the return when Craig Dawson headed
in a Pablo Fornals corner. Captain Declan

caution for a foul on Luuk de Jong

Rice slotted in their second just before the
break, his sidefoot effort from the edge of
the area beating Lyon goalkeeper Julian
Pollersheck with the aid of a deflection.

The outcome was put beyond doubt when
West Ham scored again three minutes
after the restart as Fornals sent Jarrod
Bowen away to make it 3-0. “The journey
in two years, we were talking about rele-
gation, and now we're talking about get-
ting to the semi-final of a European tour-
nament. It’s fabulous, and we’re all going
to look forward to it,” said West Ham
manager David Moyes. Rangers through
in extra time There was drama in Glasgow
as Rangers were taken to extra time by
Braga before winning 3-1 on the night and
3-2 on aggregate as the Portuguese side
finished the game with nine men. James
Tavernier gave Rangers a second-minute
lead to level the tie on aggregate, and
they had another goal disallowed and then
hit the woodwork before winning a penal-
ty just before the interval.

VitorTormena was sent off for a foul on
KemarRoofe, and Tavernier netted from
the spot. David Carmo’s 83rd-minute head-
er took the tie to extra time, but Roofe’s
101st-minute finish put Rangers back in
front on aggregate and Braga then had Iuri
Medeiros dismissed. - Agencies

7 soldiers
martyred
in ambush

From Pace 01

any terrorists found in the
area. Pakistan Army is de-
termined to eliminate the
menace of terrorism and
such sacrifices of our brave
soldiers further strength-
en our resolve,” the ISPR
statement said. On Tuesday,
an army major and a soldier
were martyred and two ter-
rorists were killed during an
exchange of fire between
members of security forces
and a group of terrorists in
the Birmal area of South
Waziristan tribal district.

PM accuses
Imran Khan
of selling...

From Pace 01

It is pertinent to mention
here that cases are pend-
ing in the Pakistan courts
against former prime minis-
ters and a president includ-
ing Asif Ali Zardari, Nawaz
Sharif and Yusuf Raza Gilani
regarding gifts received by
them during official tours.
Ex-PM Nawaz Sharif, for-
mer president Asif Al
Zardari and former prime
minister Yousuf Raza Gillani
are named in a reference for
allegedly obtaining luxury
vehicles from the treasury
by paying 15 percent of the
actual price.

Imran did
nothing
wrong,

says Fawad

From Pace 01
Islamabad that Khan sold
these gifts Rs140 million
in Dubai. According to
Shehbaz Sharif, these gifts
included diamond jewel-
lery sets, bracelets and
wrist watches. Earlier,
investigation against for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan in a case pertaining
to the receipt of expen-
sive state gifts reportedly
began, with the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
coming into action.

Punjab
Assembly
to elect
CM today

From Pace 01

Till then, the no-confidence
motion against him will
remain pending,” said the
verdict. The petition for
cross-examination of Hamza
Shehbaz and Punjab Assem-
bly Deputy Speaker Dost
Muhammad Mazari for re-
cording a fraudulent affida-
vit was also denied.

The appeal against the
transfer of Punjab Chief
Secretary and Inspector
General of Police (IGP) was
also declared ineffectual.
The court further stated
that the election of the Pun-
jab Chief Minister shall be
conducted in accordance
with the law, with voting
conducted in a dignified and
honourable manner.

Macron
clashes with
Le Pen over

Hijab ban

PARIS: President Emma-
nuel Macron has clashed
with his rival Marine Le
Pen over her plan to ban
women from wearing the
Islamic headscarf in pub-
lic, with an eye on the votes
of Muslims in the second
round of elections. Le Pen
on April 24 will seek to
cause the greatest upset
in the history of modern
French politics by defeat-
ing Macron in a run-off in
presidential elections.
While polls indicate Ma-
cron is ahead they also
point to a far tighter race
between the centrist and
the farright leader than
in their 2017 run-off. An-
alysts say one reason for
her advance is Le Pen’s
success in cultivating a
more moderate image and
portraying herself as the
candidate best equipped
to deal with problems like
rising prices.

But one signature hardline
policy the anti-immigration
Le Pen has not dropped is
her opposition to the Islam-
ic headscarf, saying women
who wear the hijab in public
in France will be fined if she
wins power. Macron mean-
while has sought to seize
on her insistence to argue
that Le Pen’s policies are
no different from those of
the hardline National Front
(FN) founded by her father
Jean-Marie. - APP
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341 dead
in S.Africa
floods

DURBAN, SOUTH AFRI-
CA: The death toll from
South Africa’s “unprece-
dented” floods climbed to
341 on Thursday as helicop-
ters fanned out across the
southeastern city of Dur-
ban in an increasingly des-
perate search for survivors.
With roads and bridges
washed away by freak rain-
fall this week, rescuers
battled to deliver supplies
across the city, where
some residents have been
without power or water
since Monday.

“The level of devastation
of human life, infrastruc-
ture, and service delivery
network in the province is
unprecedented,” said Si-
hleZikalala, the premier of
KwaZulu-Natal province.

“A total number of 40,723
people have been affected.
Sadly, 341 fatalities have
been recorded,” he told a
news conference.

At a small airport north
of Durban, helicopters
carried rescuers in and
out. The air support was
pulled from military and
police, but also a fleet of
volunteers, private con-
tractors and schools.

But one day after the
rains finally subsided, few-
er survivors were being
found, said Travis Trower,
a director for the volun-
teer-run organisation Res-
cue South Africa. - APP

Azerbaijan,

Albania eye

expanding
CO-0p

BAKU: Azerbaijani Prime
Minister Ali Asadov and his
Albanian counterpart Edi
Rama have discussed the
development of bilateral
relations between the two
countries in various fields.
Expressing satisfaction with
the development of relations,
the parties emphasized the
importance of the Albanian
prime minister’s visit to Azer-
bajjan in terms of expanding
bilateral cooperation.

The sides underlined that
energy cooperation is one
of the main directions of
Azerbaijani-Albanian  rela-
tions. In this regard, they
noted the importance of
joint implementation of
the Southern Gas Corridor
project. Additionally, they
discussed the strengthen-
ing of political ties between
the two countries, and the
prospects for expanding co-
operation in trade and eco-
nomic, energy, investment,
tourism and other spheres.
It should be noted that Al-
banian Prime Minister Edi
Rama arrived in Azerbai-
jan for an official visit on
April 14. On the same day,
President Ilham Aliyev and
Prime Minister Edi Rama
held a one-on-one meeting.
The trade turnover between
Azerbaijan and Albania
amounted to $4.9 million
in 2021.

Both countries are pre-
dominantly Muslim and
members of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation
and the Council of Europe.
Relations between the two
countries were established
on September 23, 1992, af-
ter Azerbaijan gained inde-
pendence from the Soviet
Union. Albania and Azerbai-
jan are developing econom-
ic and cultural ties. Albania
supports Azerbaijan’s terri-
torial integrity. - APP

Turkish ship
rescued 54

sailors

ANKARA: A Turkish ship
evacuated 54 personnel
onboard the Russian Black
Sea Fleet flagship cruiser
Moskva, which was re-
portedly hit by Ukraine,
Lithuania’s Defense Min-
ister said Thursday.

The Russian cruiser sent out
a distress call at night, Arvy-
das Anusauskas said on Face-
book. “At 1.14 a.m., the cruis-
er lay on its side, and after
half an hour, all the electrici-
ty went out. From 2 a.m., the
Turkish ship evacuated 54
sailors from the cruiser, and
at about 3 a.m., Turkiye and
Romania reported that the
ship had completely sunk.
The related loss of Russian
personnel is still unknown,
although there were 485
crew on board (66 of them
officers),” Anusauskas said.
Late Wednesday, Maksym
Marchenko, the head of
Ukraine’s Odessa Region-
al Military Administration,
said on Telegram that
the Moskva was hit with
two Neptune anti-ship mis-
siles. — Agencies

MOGADISHU Khadija Al Makhzoum1 former Somalian Ambassador to Pakistan along with her colleagues taking oath as the Member of the
Somalian Parliament. — DNA

Pakistan’s sesame seed export
to China surging around 191%

DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan’s ses-
ame seed export to China
surged to $42.88 million
in the first two months of
2022, showing a growth of
190.48 percent on a year-
on-year basis, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported
on Friday. According to
General Administration of
Customs of the People’s
Republic of China (GACC),
China imported 28,662.66
tons of sesame seeds
worth  $42.88  million,
marking an increase of

141.37% by volume while
last year in the same pe-
riod it was 11,874.82 tons
worth $14.76 million.

During the first two months
of 2022, the bilateral trade
has increased significantly
and Pakistan’s exports to
China crossed $670 million
in the first two months of
2022, which recorded a
nearly 23% increase this
year. In January, Rakesh Pal
Khamuani, Director of Ex-
ports & Business Develop-
ment told China Economic
Net that sesame seed trade
increased between China
and Pakistan after the free

trade agreement took ef-
fect. He said that China and
Pakistan have always sup-
ported each other for better
bilateral trade and China is
the biggest importer of ses-
ame seeds whose demand is
huge and increasing every
year because they also do
value addition and re-ex-
port. “In the crop year 2021-
2022 (current), 90% of the
crop production is exported
from August 2021 to March
2022. This is the first time
in history that the crop is
finished earlier even before
the new harvest starts, from
which 80% has been just ex-

ported to China with ship-
ments in September 2021
to March 2022,” he added.
Rakesh stated that sesame
seed trade has been very
important recently in Paki-
stan. On average Pakistan
produces 100,000 tons of
sesame seeds from which
85% is exported and the
rest during the winter is
used in the local market
for bakery and sweets.
This year the exports
have crossed 85% of the
total production in just
7 months of this fiscal
year and there are 5 more
months until the new har-

vest crops of 2022-2023.
“If we look into the year
2022, from January to
March only 35% of the to-
tal production was export-
ed to China which we were
expecting much more.
However, if we compare
September to December
2021, the exports to China
were 85% of the total pro-
duction”, he mentioned.

He believes that Pakistan
due to the border and ge-
ographical location, the
transit time will be given
priority to the Chinese
buyers. However, Pakistan
must have good crops with

both quantity and quality.
He added that weather
plays an important role
when it comes to the pro-
duction of sesame seeds.
He mentioned that it is
too early to talk about the
new crop in 2022-2023 as
the sewing will start after
April 2022. It is to be not-
ed that Pakistan’s export
of sesame seeds to China
achieved a historical figure
of $120.44 million in 2021.
China imported 92,516.55
tons in 2021 and was one
of the main destinations
for sesame seed exports
from Pakistan.

Modi govt asked
to stop stocking
anti-Muslim
sentiment

ISLAMABAD: Canadian
politician Jagmeet Singh
has expressed his serious
concerns over the ongoing
atrocities and hate crimes
against the Muslims in In-
dia. According to Kashmir
Media Service, Jagmeet
Singh slammed the Indian
Prime Minister Narendra-
Modi’s government over op-
pression of the Muslims and
asked them to stop inciting
anti-Muslim sentiment.

“I am deeply concerned
about images, videos, and
targeted threats of violence
against the Muslim commu-
nity in India. The Modi gov-
ernment must stop stoking
anti-Muslim sentiment,”
Singh said in a tweet.
Human rights must be pro-
tected, he said, adding that
Canada must play a strong
role in working towards
peace everywhere. Jagmeet

Singh, who is a lawyer, was
elected the Leader of Cana-
da’s New Democratic Party
(NDP) to lead it into the 2019
election against Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau’s Liberals.
Muslims across states are
on edge after Hindutva
mobs came out in proces-
sions, making hate speech-
es and attacking their prop-
erties on the occasion of
Hindu festival Ram Navmi.
Several videos have been
going viral on social me-
dia, showing processions of
saffron-clad Hindutva men,
many of them even carrying
sticks and swords stopping
their vehicles in Muslim
dominated localities.

They raised hate slogans
and played provocative
songs with threats of gen-
ocide outside the homes
and mosques of the com-
munity. - APP

Pakistan navy

takes

over command CTF-151

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy has tak-
en over Command of Multinational
Combined Task Force 151 (CTF-151)
from Royal Jordanian Navy at the
Change of Command ceremony held at
HQ US NAVCENT, Bahrain. Commo-
dore Ahmed Hussain of Pakistan Navy
took over the Command from Colonel
Mohammad Ismail Al-Tarawneh of

Royal Jordanian Navy.

Speaking on the Occasion, PN Com-
mander Combined Task Force-151
(CCTF-151) Commodore Ahmed Hus-
sain assured that his team is fully pre-
pared to efficiently shoulder this chal-
lenging responsibility. He reaffirmed
his resolve to continue operations with

zeal and zest.

The mission of CTF-151 is to deter,
disrupt, suppress piracy and armed
robbery at sea. The Task Force
engages with regional and other
partners to strengthen relevant ca-
pabilities in order to protect global

maritime commerce.

Pakistan Navy has the distinction
of commanding CTF-151 nine times
prior to present Command. Earlier,
this year Pakistan Navy took over
the Command of CTF-150 for the

12th time. Pakistan Navy is the first
one amongst CMF partner nations to
Command the two Task Forces con-
currently. The historic achievement
speaks of not only PN dedication and
commitment to maritime peace and
stability in the region but also of the

trust reposed by world navies.

The change of Command ceremony
was attended by Military and civilian
dignitaries, Ambassadors of Pakistan
and Kingdom of Jordan and senior of-
ficers from other navies forming the
maritime coalition.

Uzhek- KVI!IVZ development fund launched

DNA

TASHKENT: As part of the visit
of the Government delegation
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to
the Kyrgyz Republic, the opening
ceremony of the Uzbek-Kyrgyz
Development Fund was held In
Bishkek city, reports “Dunyo” IA

correspondent.

According to MIFT, the event
was attended by: Deputy Prime
Minister - Minister of Invest-
ment and Foreign Trade Sardor
Umurzakov on the Uzbek side
and Chairman of the Cabinet of
Ministers - Head of the Presi-
dential Administration Akylbek
Japarov on the Kyrgyz side.

The priority task of the Fund’s
activities is to finance investment
projects aimed at implementing
joint ventures in the fields of
agriculture, industry, as well as
transport and logistics. The im-
plementation of these projects
will contribute to the development
of industrial cooperation and the
creation of interconnected value
chains between Uzbek and Kyrgyz
producers through the use of com-
petitive advantages of the econo-

mies of the two countries.
The Fund acts as a financing in-
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strument, not only at its own ex-
pense, but also by attracting other

cial banks, investment companies

commercial sources - internation-
al financial institutions, commer-

and funds. Promising areas for fur-
ther development of Uzbek-Kyr-
gyz investment cooperation are
the agro-industrial complex, tex-
tiles, manufacturing, mining and
metallurgical
port, housing construction and
energy. The participants of the
opening ceremony agreed in the w
near future to form and agree on a
list of project initiatives for financ-
ing at the expense of the Fund, to
develop step-by-step mechanisms
for their implementation, fixing
specific deadlines and responsible
executives.

For reference: The Uzbek-Kyr-
gyz Development Fund was es-
tablished in order to strengthen
economic cooperation between
the Republic of Uzbekistan and
the Kyrgyz Republic, modernize
and develop the economies of
the two countries, as well as ef-
fectively use the opportunities of
bilateral cooperation by financ-
ing priority mutually beneficial
investment projects. The corre-
sponding Agreement was rati-
fied by both participating states
in August (Kyrgyzstan) and No-
vember (Uzbekistan) 2021.

industries, trans-

Chinese
envoy calls
for effects
to maintain
Yemen truce

BEIJING: A Chinese en-
voy called on the parties
to the conflict in Yemen
to maintain the current
two-month  truce and
work toward its renewal.
With the parties agreeing
on a two-month truce start-
ing on April 2, the Yemeni
people entered the holy
month of Ramadan free of
fighting for the first time in
seven years, said Dai Bing,
China’s deputy permanent
representative to the Unit-
ed Nations, at a UN Securi-
ty Council briefing on Yem-
en on Thursday.

“Peace and stability is the
common wish of the Yeme-
ni people. It is in no one’s
interests to resume hostili-
ties,” Dai said.

“The current truce, hard-
won and fragile, must be
cherished with greater care
by all parties. We call on all
parties in Yemen to do their
utmost to make it hold and
make every effort to main-
tain the momentum for
its renewal,” he said. The
Yemen conflict should be re-
solved through a Yemeni-led
and Yemeni-owned political
process, he added. With the
truce in place, some goods
have started to enter the
Hodeidah port, and com-
mercial flights have begun
to depart from and land at
Sanaa airport. - APP

Azerbaijan
defuses 700
munitions
in April
DNA

BAKU: Over 700 mines and
unexploded ordnance have
been defused as a result of
joint demining activities car-
ried out in Azerbaijan’s lib-
erated lands on April 1-14.
The next meeting of the
Working Group on mine
and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) of the Interdepart-
mental Center under the
Coordination Headquarters
discussed the results of the
mine clearance activities
carried out in the liberat-
ed lands under the annual
action plan approved by
Azerbaijan’s Cabinet of Min-
isters by April 14.

The meeting was attended
by officials of the Azerbaijan
Mine Action Agency (ANA-
MA), as well as the Cabinet
of Ministers, the Foreign
Ministry, the Economy Min-
istry, the Defence Ministry,
the Emergencies Ministry
and the State Border Ser-
vice. As a result of human-
itarian demining activities
carried out by ANAMA on
the liberated territories
some 506.4 hectares of land
were cleared, 595 mines
and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) were neutralized on
April 1-14. In general, some
8372.9 hectares of land
were cleared, and 30,572
mines and UXO were de-
fused from November 10,
2020, to April 14, 2022, by
ANAMA in the area. At the
meeting, discussions were
held on completed and on-
going demining projects
based on the requests re-
ceived by ANAMA.

FM: Italy
committed to
implementing
curbs against

Russia

ROME: Italy remains com-
mitted to implementing
sanctions against Russia
and supporting diplomatic
efforts to end the war, For-
eign Minister Luigi Di Maio
said Thursday in a phone
call with Ukraine’s Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba.
“The forthcoming return of
Embassy of Italy to Kyiv tes-
tifies to Italy’s support for
Ukrainian people & govern-
ment,” the Italian Foreign
Ministry said in a Twitter
post. “We are determined to
implement sanctions against
Russia and support negotia-
tion efforts,” it added.

Last Saturday, Di Maio said
Italy’s Embassy in Ukraine
will move to Kyiv just after
Easter, which will be ob-
served on April 17. Following
the example of other coun-
tries, Italy relocated its em-
bassy to the western city of
Lviv on March 1, one week
after Russian troops invad-
ed Ukraine, when it looked
like they were closing in on
the capital. At least 1,964
civilians have been killed
and 2,613 injured in Ukraine
since Russia launched the
war on Feb. 24, according to
UN estimates, with the true
figure believed to be much
higher. - Agencies
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Finland,
Sweden’s
admission
to NATO will
harm peace:
Russia

WEB DESK

MOSCOW: The admission
of Finland and Sweden to
NATO will have negative
consequences for peace and
stability in northern Eu-
rope, the Russian Foreign
Ministry said on Friday.

In a statement, spokeswom-
an Maria Zakharova said
Finland and Sweden’s inter-
national policy of military
non-alignment served as a
solid foundation in building
mutually beneficial relations
with Russia.

Zakharova argued that be-
coming part of the military
alliance will not help Finland
and Sweden in strengthen-
ing their security, but will
bring them to the frontline.

The choice is up to the au-
thorities of Sweden and
Finland, but they should un-
derstand the consequences
of such a step for relations
with Russia and, in general,
the European security archi-
tecture, which is now in a
state of crisis, she added.

Finland
‘highly likely’
to apply for
NATO

HELSINKI A Finnish cab-
inet minister said Friday it
was “highly likely” that Fin-
land would apply for NATO
membership, just hours af-
ter Russia warned of unspec-
ified “consequences” should
Helsinki and Stockholm join
the military alliance.
Moscow’s February 24 inva-
sion of Ukraine has sparked a
dramatic U-turn in public and
political opinion in both Finland
and Sweden over long-held pol-
icies of military non-alignment.
Finland’s prime minister said
Wednesday that Nordic nation
would decide whether to apply
for NATO membership “within
weeks”, and Sweden is also dis-
cussing joining the alliance.

“At this point I can say that
it is highly likely, but the de-
cision is not yet made,” said
Finland’s European Affairs
Minister Tytti Tuppurainen.
“The people of Finland, they
seem to have already made
up their mind and there is a
huge majority for the NATO
membership,” she told Brit-
ain’s Sky News. — Agencies

ECP forms
50 Union
Councils in

Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The Delimi-
tation Committee for Local
Government Islamabad on
Friday released the prelimi-
nary list of constituencies as
per the schedule of delimi-
tation of local bodies. Ac-
cording to ECP, fifty union
councils have been formed
in Islamabad while within
each union council six gen-
eral wards and two women’s
wards have been formed.
Preliminary list of constitu-
encies has been posted and
citizens have been asked to
contact the District Elec-
tion Commissioner’s Office
Islamabad and the Regional
Election Commissioner of-
fice Rawalpindi for sugges-
tions and objections. - APP

&

ISLAMABAD Chalrman D Watson and Secretary General of UBG, Zafar Bakhtawari hosted 1ftar dmner in honour of diplomats. Seen in the plcture
are from left to right, envoys of Palestine, Morocco, Poland, TRNC, Maldives, Nepal, Vietnam and Philippines. Former Senate Gen ® Abdul Qayyum,
Ahsan Bakhtawari are also seen in the picture. — DNA

Clashes in Shanghai
over lockdown evictions

NEws DESkK

SHANBHALI: Video has emerged of clashes
between police and people being forced out
of their homes in Shanghai, as the city en-
ters a third week of Covid lockdown.

Some residential compounds are being
turned into quarantine centres. Millions
are confined to their homes as Shanghai
battles a fresh outbreak of the virus. Any-
one who tests positive is placed in quaran-
tine. But with more than 20,000 new cases
a day, authorities are struggling to find
enough space. The city in recent weeks
has converted exhibition halls and schools
into quarantine centres, and set up make-
shift hospitals. The low numbers of serious
cases in Shanghai have led some to ask

whether a lockdown is necessary, corre-
spondents say. Media caption, Viral videos
show anger and desperation in Shanghai
In recent weeks many residents have tak-
en to social media to complain about the
restrictions and the lack of food supplies.
People have to order in food and water and
wait for government drop-offs of vegeta-
bles, meat and eggs, and analysts say many
are running low on supplies.

The lockdown extension has overwhelmed
delivery services, grocery shop websites
and even the distribution of government
supplies. Three weeks into lockdown,
some here in Shanghai are angry.

Head to toe in protective suits in an east-
ern district of the city, officers were forcing
people out of their rented apartments so
they could turn them into temporary quar-

antine facilities, all in the name of a war
against a resurgent Covid.

But for some it was just too much, their
homes sequestered, their desperation easy
for all to hear. A few miles away, there was
an organised protest, a bold stand as the
lockdown takes hold in a country where
you can be arrested for picking quarrels.
They're angry about a local school being
turned into another quarantine facility.
Police with riot shields forced them off
the streets in the end. This was on a small
scale but it’s a sign of anger and frustra-
tion as this lockdown goes on. Meanwhile
the Chinese government has sent teams
to the city to help more than 660 compa-
nies in key sectors of the economy such as
semiconductor and car manufacturing to
resume production, reports state media.

The Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology said on Friday they would en-
sure the supply of medical goods and the
smooth flow of supply chains. The move fol-
lows reports that parts of China’s manufac-
turing sector might soon have to close, at
least temporarily, because companies can-
not get essential components from Shang-
hai.He Xiaopeng, president of electrical ve-
hicle manufacturer XPeng, said that if work
did not start again in Shanghai during May,
potentially all car factories across the coun-
try might have to stop operating.

China is one of the last remaining nations
still committed to eradicating Covid, in con-
trast to most of the world which is trying to
live with the virus. But this zero-Covid pol-
icy has come under strain in recent weeks
with the spread of the Omicron variant.

Efforts
underway to
protect Al-
Agsa: Al-Maliki

RAMALLAH: Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Expatri-
ates Riyad al-Maliki said that
efforts are being made by
the Palestinian leadership
at all international levels to
protect the Al-Agsa Mosque
in occupied Jerusalem.
Al-Maliki condemned in a
statement the recent Israe-
li onslaught on defenseless
Muslim worshipers inside
the Al-Agsa Mosque, which
resulted in several injuries
among the worshipers, in-
cluding women, children
and elderly.

He said the brutal storm-
ing by the Israeli occupa-
tion forces and police into
Al-Agsa Mosque on the
second Friday of the holy
month of Ramadan was the
latest in Israel's attempts
“to Israelize and Judaize
Jerusalem and abuse its
Christian and Islamic sanc-
tities, especially the blessed
Al-Agsa Mosque.” “The Is-
raeli occupation authorities

are exploiting the double
international standards to
perpetuate their occupation
of Jerusalem to completely
separate it from its Pales-
tinian sphere,” said the For-
eign Minister. “The Israeli
government is exporting
its crises to the Palestinian
arena at the expense of the
rights of our people.”
Al-Maliki urged the UN Sec-
retary-General to quickly
activate the system of inter-
national protection for the
Palestinian people, calling
on the US administration
to pressure the Israeli oc-
cupation authorities to stop
their violations and crimes
against our people and their
sanctities.

He stressed the importance
of Palestinian-Jordanian co-
ordination to reinforce the
joint political and diplomatic
efforts at all levels in order
to protect Al-Agsa Mosque
from the danger of Judaiza-
tion. - APP

Sherry criticizes Imran
over politics of division

\

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) leader Sherry Reh-
man has criticized former Prime Min-
ister (PM) Imran Khan for pursuing
the politics of division.

Addressing a news conference along
with PPP leaders Nadeem Afzal Chan
and Faisal Karim Kundji, in Islamabad,
she said the PPP leadership welcomes

the news conference of the Director
General (DG) Inter Services Public

Relations (ISPR) in which he made

many things clear.

She said there is no mention of con-
spiracy in the communique of National
Security Committee. She said the nar-
rative of Imran Khan is dangerous for
Pakistan.

PPP leader Nadeem Afzal Chan called
for collective efforts to strengthen de-
mocracy in the country.

5m people flee Ukraine war

More than 2.7 million Ukrainian refugees - nearly
six in 10 who left since war began - have fled to Poland

GENEVA: More than five
million people have fled
Ukraine since the Russian
invasion, UN figures showed
on Friday, in Europe’s fast-
est-growing refugee crisis
since World War II. UNHCR,
the UN refugee agency, said
4,796,245 million Ukrainians
had left the country since
February 24. The UN’s In-
ternational Organization
for Migration (IOM) says
nearly 215,000 third-country

Pak, KSA sign agreement
for skilled workiorce

It is expected millions of Pakistani skilled workers get
gainful employment opportunities with higher earning
through this skill verification programme

ISLAMABAD: The assess-
ment of skilled workforce un-
der National Vocational and
Technical Training Commis-
sion, NAVTTC -TAKAMOL
Skill Verification Program
(SVP) was conducted at DE-
SCON Training Institute, La-
hore. A total of 11 aspirants
with required skill set of elec-
trician trade appeared in the
skill verification program. All
11 participants successfully
qualified the SVP Test.

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
signed a landmark agree-
ment for certification and

employment of Pakistani
skilled workforce through
Takamol and NAVTTC in De-
cember last year.

Ministry of Human Resource
and Social Development of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(KSA) has introduced Skill
Verification Program (SVP)
implemented from July 2021
in order to regulate its labor
market. After the imple-
mentation of SVP in KSA,
skill verification has become
necessary for the Pakistani
skilled workers, who intend
to have employment in Sau-

di Arabia. Under this part-
nership, NAVTTC, National
Vocational, and Technical
Training Commission Paki-
stan and Takamol, a subsid-
iary of the Government of
Saudi Arabia is establishing
the testing regime under the
Skills Verification Program,
by exchanging the Nation-
al Occupational Standards
(NOS) and facilitating skill
verification of candidates
through competency-based
assessment- theory & practi-
cal at exam Centers in Paki-
stan for candidates desirous

of working in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

This program will enable
the Pakistani skill workforce
to have authentic and inter-
nationally recognized joint
certification by both Takamol
Saudi Arabia and NAVTTC
Pakistan, through Recogni-
tion of Prior Learning (RPL)
assessment.

It is expected that millions
of Pakistani skilled workers
will get gainful employment
opportunities with higher
earning through this skill ver-
ification program. - APP

nationals have also escaped
to neighbouring countries.
Friday’s figures from the
UNHCR were up 59,774 on
those issued Thursday.

More than 2.7 million Ukrain-
ian refugees - nearly six in 10
who have left since the war
began - have fled to Poland.
More than 725,000 reached
Romania. UNHCR figures
show nearly 645,000 Ukrain-
ians fled in February, with
nearly 3.4 million doing so in

March and more than 760,000
leaving so far this month.
Women and children account
for 90 percent of those who es-
caped, with men aged 18 to 60
eligible for military call-up and
unable to leave.

Nearly two-thirds of all Ukrain-
ian children have been forced
from their homes, including
those still inside the country.
The nearly 215,000 third-coun-
try nationals who have fled
- people who are citizens of

neither Ukraine nor the coun-
try they entered - are largely
students and migrant workers.
Beyond the refugees, the IOM
estimates 7.1 million people
have left their homes but are
still in Ukraine. Before the in-
vasion, Ukraine had a popula-
tion of 37 million in the regions
under government control,
excluding Russia-annexed
Crimea and the pro-Russian
separatist-controlled regions in
the east. - Agencies

NAB removes
Lahore DG,
brings hack
former chief

DNA

LAHORE: NAB Director
General Lahore Jamil Ahmad
has been removed from his
office and former NAB DG
Lahore Salim Shahzad has
been appointed in his place.
After the approval of NAB
Chief Justice ® Javed Igbal,
the notification of Salim
Shahzad’s appointment was
issued on Friday. Mr Salim
was transferred from Lahore
to A&P Division Headquar-
ters, Islamabad a few months
ago. He became famous af-
ter he made arrests of the
PML-N leaders. He went
on leave when he was trans-
ferred to Islamabad. He was
still on leave, when on Thurs-
day he gave his rejoining.
Today, he has again been ap-
pointed as NAB DG Lahore.

ECP to
hear foreign
funding case
on da3basis

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Day after Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC)
ordered to pronounce verdict
in 30 days, the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Friday decided to hear for-
eign funding case against Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
on daily basis.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) had directed the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) to decide on the
foreign funding case against
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) within 30 days. Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani of the
Islamabad High Court had
announced the decision.

In the judgment, the IHC also
rejected the PTI's request
to stop giving the record of
foreign funding case to Ak-
bar S Babar and to separate
the disgruntled party leader
from the proceedings of the
prohibited funding case.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) had challenged the
ECP s decision to reject the
petitions filed on January 25
and January 31, while the pro-
hibited foreign funding case
has been pending before the
ECP since November 2014.

EU embargo
on Russian
oil, gas will

take ‘months’

BRUSSELS: The EU is work-
ing on broadening sanctions
on Russia to include oil and
gas embargoes but such
measures would take “sever-

al months”, European offi-
cials told AFP on Friday.
The bloc last week an-

nounced a ban on Russian
coal in a first step against
Russian energy exports - to-
gether, Moscow’s main hard
currency earner.

But the coal sanction only
kicks in from mid-August,
and would hit around eight
billion euros ($8.7 billion)
in Russia’s sales abroad, an-
nually. Russian oil and gas
sales to the EU account for
a far higher amount of reve-
nue: between a quarter of a
billion to a billion euros per
day, per different estimates.
Public and political opinion
in the EU is swinging to-
wards a total energy ban as
Moscow’s war in Ukraine
grinds on and yields discov-
eries of atrocities. - APP
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