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Mushahid urges 
review of ‘faulty 
security system’

EU calls for 
restraint over 
Moldova blasts
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Australian HC 
wishes Eid to 
Pakistanis

NA speaker to 
administer oath to 
Punjab CM-elect

Bureau Report

LAHORE: The La-
hore High Court 
(LHC) on Friday 
directed National 
Assembly Speaker 
Raja Pervez Ashraf 
to administer the 
oath to Punjab 
Chief Minister-elect Hamza Shehbaz today 
(Saturday) at 11:30am. The court issued 
the nine-page written verdict after the 
PML-N leader sought its intervention for 
a third time over his oath-taking process.
Earlier, Hamza had filed a petition seek-
ing the administration of oath to him by 
“a person nominated by the court” ow-
ing to the “defiant attitude” of President 
Arif Alvi and the province’s governor, 
Omar Sarfraz Cheema. At the outset of 
the hearing, Justice Jawad Hassan asked 
about the order passed by the LHC CJ. 
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MADINA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif offering Friday Prayer at Prophet’s Mosque. – DNA

The Lahore High Court issued 
the nine-page written verdict; 
Govt to file intra-court appeal
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Gilani 
acquitted in 
video case 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Election 

Commission 
of Pakistan 
(ECP) Friday 
a c q u i t t e d 
Yousaf Raza 
Gilani, dis-

missing PTI’s petition filed 
for the disqualification of the 
PPP leader from the Senate 
seat. Announcing its deci-
sion, the commission said 
that no evidence was found 
against Yousaf Raza Gilani. 
However, the ECP directed 
the District Election Com-
missioner Islamabad to take 
action against Ali Haider Gi-
lani, MNA Faheem Khan and 
Jamil Ahmad Khan for their 
involvement in corrupt prac-
tices. The PTI had filed a pe-
tition seeking disqualification 
of PPP Senator-elect Yousuf 
Raza Gilani last year, asking 
the electoral body to stop the 
issuance of the notification 
confirming Gilani’s victory 
on a general seat from Islam-
abad in the Senate elections.

Hooliganism 
unmasked 

Imran Khan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
V i c e - P r e s -
ident Mar-
yam Nawaz 

said on Friday what could 
be more unfortunate than 
the fact that some people 
shouted abuses at Infor-
mation Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb inside Masjid-eN-
abvi (PBUH), showing least 
regard for the sanctity of 
the holy month of Ramadan, 
and the second most holy 
place for the Muslims on 
earth. In a series of tweets, 
Maryam Nawaz said who 
could be more unlucky than 
those people who, instead 
of begging forgiveness from 
The Almighty Allah in the 
holy month, waste all their 
good deeds instead. In yet 
another tweet, Maryam said 
that yesterday’s hooliganism 
at the holy mosque had un-
masked Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan and his party workers 
who used Islam for political 
purposes. “And that was the 
punishment they rightly de-
served,” she commented.

Briefs

Condemning 
resolution 
submitted

DNA
QUETTA: A resolution condemning the 
Madina incident was submitted in the Ba-
lochistan Assembly on Friday. It was em-
phasized in the resolution that this House 
demands action against the Pakistani pass-
port holder involved in this incident. The 
resolution said that this House strongly 
condemns the insolence and disrespect of 
the Madina Pak and calls for action against 
the Pakistani passport holder in this case.
The condemning resolution said this act 
is not only an insult and blasphemy of the 
Holy Haram but also defamed Pakistani 
values and national identity. Yesterday, 
a despicable attempt was also made to 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistanis 
arrested in 

Saudi Arabia

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: After some protesters, alleg-
edly belonging to the PTI, violated the sanc-
tity of the Masjid-e-Nabawi (PBUH) in Madi-
nah on Thursday by loudly chanting slogans 
against Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
his delegation, Saudi Arabian authorities have 
arrested some Pakistani nationals involved 
in the incident. According to the director of 
information at the Saudia Arabian Embassy 
in Islamabad, some Pakistani nationals have 
been arrested for violating the sanctity of 
the Masjid-e-Nabawi and an investigation has 
been launched into the matter. 
The official further added that the individ-
uals were arrested after they violated the 
rules of the mosque.  PM Shehbaz and his 
delegation had reached Saudi Arabia on 
Thursday for a three-day official visit at the 
invitation of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad 
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz. Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif, Finance Minister Miftah Is-
mail, Information Minister Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, Shahzain Bugti, Mohsin Dawar, 

Continued on Page 06

The Embassy official says that the 
individuals were arrested after they 

violated the rules of the mosque

Doors of Roza 
e Rasool 

opened for 
PM Shehbaz

News Desk

MADINA MUNAWARA, Apr 
29 (APP):The government 
of Saudi Arabia Friday night 
opened the doors of Roza e 
Rasool (PBUH) for Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
his delegation.
The prime minister along 
with his delegation went in-
side the Roza e Rasool and 
recited Darood o Salam.
The prime minister also of-
fered fateha at the resting 
places of Hazrat Abu Bakar 
Siddique (RA) and Hazrat 
Umar Farooq (RA).

No chance 
of sighting 
moon on 
Sunday

PMD said climate 
data also shows 
that the weather 
is expected to be 

fairly cloudy

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Meteorological Department 
(PMD) said Friday that the 
new moon of Shawwal, 1443 
AH, may not be sighted on 
the evening of May 1.
The new moon will be born 
on May 1, a statement from 
the meteorological depart-
ment said. “The new moon 
of Shawwal, 1443 AH, will 
be born on the crossing con-
junction point at 01:28am 
PST on 01-05-2022,” PMD 
said. PMD said climate data 
also shows that the weath-
er is expected to be fairly 
cloudy in most parts of the 
country on Sunday, which 
would result in low visibility.
Therefore, considering 
the astronomical parame-
ters, there is no chance of 
sighting the new moon on 
the 29th of Ramadan, 1443 
AH, the meteorological de-
partment said.

News Desk

JERUSALEM: Fresh clashes between 
Palestinians and Israeli police at Jeru-
salem’s Al-Aqsa mosque compound in-
jured 42 people on Friday, the Palestini-
an Red Crescent said, following weeks of 
violence at the flashpoint site. The un-
rest came on the final Friday in the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan. None of the 
injuries were serious, the Red Crescent 
said, adding that 22 people had been 
taken to hospital. Israel’s police said 
forces entered the compound after “ri-
oters” hurled stones and fireworks, in-
cluding down toward the Western Wall, 
the sacred Jewish site below Al-Aqsa. 

Continued on Page 06

Scores injured after Israeli 
police storm Al Aqsa Mosque

Israel’s incursions into the site during 
Ramadan have raised global concern

ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran Khan writing condolence 
message during his visit to Chinese Embassy. – DNA

Chants at Prophet's Mosque

Imran Khan reiterates 
demand for elections

Bureau Report

MULTAN: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan on Friday reiterated 
his demand for early elections in the country. 
Addressing the South Punjab PTI workers 
convention here, he said a special campaign 
was being launched to motivate the people 
and urged his party leaders to visit their 
constituencies for the purpose. He said he 
would give a call for a march towards Islam-
abad to press for early elections, which were 
the only solution for the issues being faced 
by the country.  He said his movement was 
not for his party, but for the sovereignty of 

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan visits 
Chinese Embassy 

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan Friday vis-
ited the Chinese Embassy to meet the 
Charge d Affaires of China and offered his 
condolences on the Karachi University 
van blast. According to details, the former 
Prime Minister Imran Khan expressed 
deep sorrow and grief over the incident. 

Continued on Page 06

‘Courts will 
open at 3am for 

constitution’
Court Report

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad High Court (IHC) 
Chief Justice Athar Minallah on Friday said 
that if the matter is related to the Consti-
tution or the oppressed class, the courts 
will open at 3am. His remarks came during 
the hearing of a petition against the har-
assment of anchorperson Arshad Sharif. 
Sharif’s lawyer Faisal Chaudhry appeared 
on behalf of the petitioner.  At the outset 
of the hearing, IHC Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah asked while addressing Sharif 
and his lawyer Faisal Chaudhry if they 
had watched Kashif Abbasi’s programme.  
He said that remarks were made without 

Continued on Page 06

Islamabad POST will 
observe Eid Holidays 
from Saturday April 30 
to Wednesday May 04. 
We shall resume work 
on Thursday May 5.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

Pakistan condemns Israeli 
raid on Al-Aqsa Mosque

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly 
condemns today’s raid by Israeli 
forces on Al Aqsa Mosque on Ju-
ma’tul-Wida in the holy month of 
Ramadan, resulting in injuries to 
many innocent Palestinian wor-
shippers.  It is reprehensible that 
nearly 300 Palestinians have been 
injured over the past two weeks 
in Israeli attacks at the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. The indiscriminate use of 
force by Israeli occupation forces 

against defenceless Palestinians 
defies all humanitarian norms and 
human rights laws. Such attacks, 
in addition to causing injury to the 
Palestinians, violate the sanctity of 
Islamic holy sites.   Pakistan calls 
upon the international communi-
ty to take urgent action to put an 
end to the Israeli violations, which 
continue to fuel violence, tension 
and instability in the region, and 
remain a matter of grave con-
cern for the entire Muslim world.

Continued on Page 06



‘Stern action 
would be taken 

against violators 
during the Eid days’

Incident at Masjid-e-Nabvi 
is tragic one: Saad Rafique

LAHORE: Minister for Railways and Aviation Khawaja 
Saad Rafique has said breaching sanctity  of Masjid-e-Nabvi 
(PBUH) and raising slogans is a tragic incident which was 
planned.  Addressing a press conference at the Press Club 
here on Friday, he said it was an unforgettable  crime and 
Ummah would never forgive the culprits involved in the 
disgraceful and saddening incident. He said the PML-N 
and allies would start a protest from tomorrow against this 
act.  Saad Rafique said it was the PTI which insulted parlia-
ment, attacked Pakistan Television Vision (PTV)  and the 
prime minister’s house, adding that the PTI was a mafia 
instead of a political party.  The minister said when Imran 
Khan was in power, he victimized the opposition and when 
he was  in the opposition, he violated the constitution and 
the law. The PTI was creating hurdles to run democratic  
system smoothly in the country, he added. He said that 
Imran Khan arrested the opposition leaders but no cor-
ruption allegations could be proved against them.  – APP
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 Police 
encounter: 
3 dacoits 
killed, ASI 
martyred

FAISALABAD:  Three da-
coits were killed while an 
Assistant Sub Inspector 
(ASI) was martyred during 
a police encounter in the 
area of Madina Town po-
lice station. Police spokes-
man said on Friday that 
three bandits stormed in 
the house Assistant Sub 
Inspector Hamid Naseer 
for robbery. The ASI re-
sisted the robbery bid and 
informed Madina Town 
police. The police party 
reached the spot and direct-
ed the robbers to surrender 
but they opened fire on the 
police team which led to 
cross firing. During this 
encounter, three dacoits 
received serious bullet inju-
ries and killed on the spot. 
One of them was identified 
as Tanveer Hussain son of 
Muhammad Jahangir Khan 
resident of Chak 648-GB 
who was wanted to the po-
lice in 44 cases of dacoity, 
robbery, murder and thefts. 
The second was identified 
as Sajjad Ahmad son of 
Jahangir resident of Chak 
648-GB who was wanted to 
the police in 25 cases of da-
coity, robbery, murder and 
theft whereas the third one 
was identified as Mubashir 
Hussain son of Abdul Sha-
koor who was involved in 
heinous crimes in other dis-
tricts. ASI Hamid Naseer 
also received serious bullet 
injuries and was rushed to 
hospital where he expired.
The police took bodies into 
custody and started inves-
tigation after registering a 
case. – APP

43 
shopkeepers 

fined over 
profiteering

FAISALABAD:  The price 
control magistrates im-
posed Rs. 79,000 fine on 
43 shopkeepers on the 
charge of profiteering in 
the district during the 
past 12 hours.  A spokes-
man for the administra-
tion said on Friday that 
price control magistrates 
inspected 957 shops in 
different markets and ba-
zaars of Faisalabad and 
found dozens of shop-
keepers involved in profi-
teering and overcharging.  
They imposed a fine on 
them and warned that 
they would be sent behind 
bars if they did not shun 
their way of profiteering, 
he added. – APP

19 prisoners 
released from 
Central Jail

FAISALABAD:  Nineteen 
prisoners have been re-
leased from Central Jail 
Faisalabad on personal 
surety bonds. Additional 
District & Sessions Judge 
Raja Zahid Mehmood, 
along with Civil Judge Mu-
hammad Sajid Bilal, visited 
the jail on Friday and or-
dered for release of these 
prisoners on personal sure-
ty bonds. All these prison-
ers were involved in cases 
of petty nature. The judges 
also distributed Eid gifts in-
cluding clothes, shoes, etc. 
among the inmates which, 
a spokesman for Prisons 
Department said. – APP

PTI Chief 
using 

religious card 
for political 
gain: Kaira

ISLAMABAD:  Adviser to 
Prime Minister on Kashmir 
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan 
Qamar Zaman Kaira on Fri-
day strongly condemned the 
fascist behavior and use of 
religious card by Chairman 
Pakistan Teheek-I-Insaf Im-
ran Khan for his political 
gain. Addressing a joint 
press conference along with 
Federal Minister for Interior 
Rana Sana Ullah, he said that 
Imran Khan was suffering 
from proudness, and consid-
er himself more intelligent 
who could resolve all issues 
alone. He said the PTI chief 
wanted to create rift among 
nation, and institutions for 
his personal benefits.  Kai-
ra said that the incident of 
Kohsar Market could not be 
defended. He criticized the 
recent meeting of former 
Chief Justice Saqib Nisar 
with Imran Khan who he 
said was a political worker 
of PTI. The entire world saw 
the shameful role of PTI, 
which it had played in Punjab 
Assembly, he added. – APP

Rice 
cultivation 
must start 

after May 20
FAISALABAD:  The Agri-
culture Department has 
advised farmers to start 
cultivation of rice after May 
20 and complete it by end of 
June for getting good yield.
A spokesman for the depart-
ment told APP on Friday 
that the best time for cultiva-
tion of rice varieties AARI-6, 
KS-282, KSK-133 and NIAB 
AARI-9 fall between May 25 
to June 7, whereas Super 
Basmati could be cultivated 
from May 25 to June 20.
He said that June 1 to 20 
was the best time for culti-
vation of Basmati-370, Bas-
mati-385, Basmati Pak, Bas-
mati-2000 and Basmati-515.
Similarly, Basmati-198 could 
be cultivated in the areas of 
Sahiwal and Okara from June 
1 to 15 while the suitable 
time for cultivation of Sha-
heen Basmati was June 15 
to 30, the spokesman added. 
He said that average rice pro-
duction was about 22 maunds 
per acre in Pakistan whereas 
in other countries its per acre 
yield was double or triple 
compared with Pakistan. He 
advised farmers to use latest 
technology for cultivation 
and harvesting rice crop in 
addition to applying balanced 
fertilizers and in-time water-
ing. – APP

Al-Quds day 
observed; 
solidarity 
expressed 

with 
Palestinians

PESHAWAR: Like other 
parts of the country, In-
ternational Mutahida Ul-
ama-o-Mashaikh Council 
here on Friday observed Al 
Quds day across Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and expressed 
solidarity with Palestinians.
Mass rallies were carried 
out after Jumma prayer 
and condemned US deci-
sion to relocate its embas-
sy from Tel Aviv to Jeru-
salem and recent spate of 
killings of Palestinians by 
the Zionist Regime. In this 
regard a protest rally was 
held on Sunehri Masjid 
road in which workers of 
political parties, religious 
groups and human rights 
organisations participated. 
They were holding banners 
inscribed with slogans in 
support of Palestinians 
and denounced the Zionist 
aggression against Pales-
tine.  During rallies angry 
protestors also torched 
US and Zionist regime 
flags and chanted slogans 
against them. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Defence Committee Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed speaking on the occasion of Al Quds day event organized by the 
Iranian embassy. Ambassador of Iran Ali Hosseini, former Mayor Islamabad Sheikh Anser Aziz, Syeda Khanum and Raja Nasir Abbas also present on 

the stage. The speakers expressed solidarity with the people of Palestine and called for an independent State of Palestine. – DNA

Smooth supply of petrol and 
diesel should be ensured
Faisalabad: Deputy Commissioner Ali Shahzad chairs a  

meeting of Oil Marketing Companies regarding Diesel issue 
Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner Ali 
Shehzad held an important meeting with 
oil marketing companies(OMCs) regard-
ing availability and sale of diesel at petrol 
pumps. Additional Deputy Commissioner 
General Qaiser Abbas Rind, DO Industries 
Shahbaz Khan and other officials were also 
present in the meeting. The strategy for 
dealing was considered to break out crisis 
of Diesel and the Deputy Commissioner 
apprised the oil marketing companies about 
the stock and supply of the past few days. 
He said that the supply to diesel at petrol 
pumps should not be limited to paperwork. 
He asked the ACs to check the availability 
and supply record of diesel at the depots 
along with the pumps. The Deputy Commis-
sioner asked the officials of the companies 
to refrain from hoarding of diesel in view 
of wider public interest and wheat procure-
ment drive so that the target of procurement 
of wheat was met and full availability of flour 
could be ensured in next month. He cleared 
than the machinery of district administra-
tion is also active for checking petrol pumps 
and if any disturbance is found in any pump 
then strict legal action will be taken.
The Deputy Commissioner stressed on the 
need to prepare tehsil wise details of the sup-
ply of diesel to the pumps by the oil marketing 
companies. In order to overcome the crisis, 
the supply of diesel to barrel/ cabins and mini 
tankers will be banned, while within 20 Kg 

drums/ cabins could be sold open and which 
will also be monitored and the non-compliant 
petrol pump owner will go to jail. He directed 
the Assistant Commissioners to keep a close 

watch on the pumps, bring the elements in-
volved in hoarding to book and send those 
who do not sell stocks to jail. The members of 
the oil marketing companies reiterated their 

commitment to work with the district admin-
istration to overcome the diesel crisis and 
said that they would not allow a diesel crisis to 
arise in the district.

FCCI congratulates Asim Ahmad 
on becoming Chairman FBR

DNA

FAISALABAD: Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) has congratulated Mr. Asim Ahmad on 
assuming the office of Federal Board of Revenue 
(FBR) as its chairman for the second time.
He said that Mr. Asim Ahmad is a veteran, inno-
vative and versatile tax collector. “He (Asim Ah-
mad) has vast experience in taxation matters and 
he has already proved his mettle and capabilities 
beyond any doubt”, he said and added that Mr. 
Asim Ahmad has already served as chairman FBR 
and during this short tenure he had the privilege 

to introduce revolutionary and people friendly 
reforms. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh hoped that he 
would now fully express his expertise and capa-
bilities to give much needed relief to the export 
sector in addition to ensuring maximum collec-
tion from the domestic sector. 
He hoped that Mr. Asim Ahmad would also take 
stakeholders into confidence to broaden the tax 
base. Mr. Asim would also discard the practice 
to add burden on the existing taxpayers by intro-
ducing uniform, balanced and comprehensive tax 
reforms. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh has also invited 
him to visit FCCI so that the local business com-
munity could interact with him and know about 
his future plans and strategies.

Former FCCI chief hosts Iftar dinner
Syed Zia Alamdar Hussain former President 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) and Chief Executive Officer, Fashion & 
Trends Pvt (Ltd) hosted a sumptuous Iftar din-
ner. It was participated President FCCI Mr. Atif 
Munir Sheikh in addition to the local elite and 
business community. Among other participants 
also include Deputy Commissioner Faisalabad 
Mr. Ali Shahzad, former MNA Chaudhary Sher 
Ali, Dr. Nisar Jutt and Chairman FDA Mr. Latif 
Nazir. Earlier Syed Zia Alamdar Hussain, Mian 
Shahid Waheed, Mian Azmat Rubani and Syed 
Zain-ul-Abidian personally received the guests on 
behalf of the Fashion & Trends Pvt. (Ltd). 

Anti -Israel rallies in IIOJK on Quds Day
Srinagar: In Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir, thou-
sands of people joined the Kashmir 
Day and Quds Day rallies in differ-
ent areas of the territory.
People took out massive anti-India 
and anti-Israel rallies in Srinagar, 
Badgam, Pulwama, Baramulla and 
other areas of the occupied terri-
tory. The participants of the rallies 
raised high-pitched slogans against 
India and Israel.
Addressing the rallies, the speak-
ers strongly denounced the Indian 
atrocities in IIOJK and the Israeli 
brutalities on the innocent people 
of Palestine. They appealed to the 
international community to play its 
role in resolving the lingering dis-
putes of Kashmir and Palestine to 
mitigate the sufferings of the people 
of the two regions. – Agencies

RPO orders tight security on Eid
Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Imran Mehmood has directed 
the police heads of four districts of Fais-
alabad region to ensure tight security 
arrangements on the Eidul Fitr 2022.  
In a statement issued on Friday, he 
directed the City Police Officer (CPO) 
Faisalabad and District Police Officers 
(DPOs) of Jhang, Chiniot and Toba Tek 

Singh to depute additional security staff 
especially at public places on Chaand 
Raat and Eid 
days so that ne-
farious designs 
of miscreants 
could be foiled.  
He said that a 
large number 
of people used 
ATM, money 
changers and banks during Eid days 

whereas the criminals also planned to 
deprived people of their hard-earned 

money. There-
fore, the police 
should ensure 
full safety and 
security to lives 
and properties 
of the public 
during Eid days. 
He said that 

display of weapons, jubilant firing and 

one-wheeling were strictly prohibited. 
Therefore, stern action would be taken 
against violators during the Eid days, 
he added.  He said that special branch 
staff should ensure screening of the 
sites where Eid congregations would be 
held. In this connection, walk-through 
gates and metal detectors should also 
be used, he said and added that teams 
of Elite force and mobile police should 
also be kept in reserve to deal with any 
emergent situation on Eid days. – APP
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8171 SMS 
service 
opened 

to review 
BISP cases

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Poverty Alleviation 
and Social Safety, Shaz-
iaMarri Friday said that 
8171 SMS service has been 
opened to review the cases 
of the expelled beneficiar-
ies from Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP) in 
the year 2019, addressing 
their grievances.
“It is very unfortunate that 
around 8,20,000 beneficiar-
ies were removed from the 
BISP program (Kafaalat) in 
the year 2019, without any 
verification or investigation,  
by giving an impression that 
they were ineligible and af-
fluent”, she said during an 
interview with media.
Marri shared that many 
questions were raised at that 
time when these beneficiar-
ies were dismissed on the 
basis of unjustified filters 
but those responsible during 
the previous government 
didn’t respond. “I have de-
cided after receiving briefing 
from the officials that those 
disqualified on the basis of 
unjustified filters including 
phone bill of up to Rs. 1000, 
making of urgent Passport 
and urgent CNIC, foreign 
travel etc must be given a 
right to appeal”, the federal 
minister announced.
It is beyond comprehension 
how a person can be de-
clared ineligible if he trav-
els abroad for performing 
Umrah through some lucky 
draw and made CNIC in ur-
gency to apply for BISP.

Lok Virsa 
arranges 

Eid Bazaar 
for people

ISLAMABAD: National Insti-
tute of Folk and Traditional 
Heritage LokVirsa has ar-
ranged special Eid Bazaar 
for the people to buy differ-
ent items with wide range 
including chunri, traditional 
paranday, khussay, jewellery, 
handemade embroidery, 
mehndi, traditional bangles 
adding colors to festivities in 
the federal capital.
Talking to APP on Sunday, 
senior official LokVirsaAn-
warulHaq said that from 
bangle makers to henna art-
ists, the Eid Bazaar includ-
ed almost everything people 
look for ahead of Eid. The 
festival focuses on female 
glass bangle makers from 
Hyderabad, art and craft 
bazaar, garments and henna 
stalls, artisans’ displays and 
other attractions, he said.
He also told that fun lovers 
including youngsters termed 
the festival an excellent rec-
reation and shopping oppor-
tunity, saying that the overall 
ambiance of the festival was 
different from typical shop-
ping. He said that Eid related 
products serving the people 
with taste of their traditional 
heritage are being presented. 
The event will continue till 
Chand Raat, he added. – APP

IT Minister 
directs timely 

completion 
of all projects
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for IT and Telecom-
munication Syed Amin UlH-
aque has directed the heads 
of the attached departments 
of the Ministry of IT and 
Telecommunication to com-
plete all the ongoing pro-
jects speedily and on time.
He was chairing a meeting 
to discuss the present sta-
tus of the PSDP Projects 
FY 2021-22 of Ministry of 
IT and its attached depart-
ments held here on Friday.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Secretary 
(Incharge) Ministry of IT 
& Telecom MohsinMush-
taq, senior officers of the 
Ministry, and heads of the 
attached departments
of the  Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology and Tele-
communication (MoITT).
During the meeting, IT 
Minister Syed Amin UlH-
aque was given detailed 
briefing on the ongoing IT 
projects, and funds allocat-
ed for these projects and 
its utilization. The repre-
sentatives of NITB, PITB, 
Pakistan Software Export 
Board (PSEB), Special 
Communications Organi-
zation (SCO), NTC, Virtu-
al University (VU) and IT 
Wing of MoITT briefed the 
chair about their respec-
tive projects. – APP
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Alvi directs HEC to help 
stop students’ harassment

The president passed these directions after hearing 
the grievances of Baloch students in compliance 

with the IHC Order dated 8 April 2022
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi on Fri-
day directed the Higher 

Education Commission 
(HEC) and the Vice-Chan-
cellor of Quaid-i-Azam 

University (QAU), 
Islamabad to 

take nec-
e s s a r y 

m e a s -
ures to 
avo id 
i n c i -
dents 
of har-
a s s -

ment and racial profiling of 
Baloch students at the uni-
versity campuses.
The president passed these 
directions after hearing the 
grievances of Baloch stu-
dents in compliance with 
the Islamabad High Court’s 
Order dated 8 April 2022, 
passed in Writ Petition No. 
794 of 2022 asking the Pres-
ident/Chancellor, QAU to 
ensure that the issues of Ba-
loch students regarding eth-
nic profiling were probed 
and a report was submitted 
before the Court.
The hearings were held at 
Aiwan-e-Sadr and were at-
tended by Vice-Chancellor 

(VC) QAU Prof Dr Muham-
mad Ali, Additional Secre-
tary Ministry of Interior 
Muhammad Ayub Chaud-
hary, and Advocate Imaan 
Zainab Hazir. 
The president said the 
country faced a unique sit-
uation and the resurgence 
of terrorist activities was a 
cause of concern.
He added that counter-ter-
rorism efforts were essen-
tial to peace and stability, 
however stressed that 
these needed to be carried 
out with utmost care and 
balance so as to not isolate 
or profile any segment of 
the population, particu-

larly the students of Ba-
lochistan.
He also directed the VC 
QAU that in the case of stu-
dents of Balochistan there 
was a general sense of dep-
rivation or isolation, there-
fore, it was incumbent on all 
educational institutions to 
take more care to address 
such sentiments.
He said a proactive pro-
gramme of activities and 
debates within the student 
community should be devel-
oped to address feelings of 
deprivation among Baloch 
students.
He further asked the VC 
QAU to diligently monitor 

any activity which may be a 
cause of concern to the Ba-
loch students at QAU and to 
verify the credentials of vis-
itors in order to check the 
impersonification and ma-
ligning of law enforcement 
agencies.
Earlier, the President had 
held hearings on the 20th 
and 21st of April 2022 with 
Baloch students where it 
was informed that a Baloch 
student had disappeared 
from his home town in Ba-
lochistan after receiving a 
phone call from an unknown 
person who asked him to 
meet another unknown per-
son, at QAU Campus.

National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

APRIL
April 04 / Senegal

National Day

April 07 / W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12 / Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15 / DPR Korea
The Day of the Sun

April 16 / Denmark
National Day 

April 17 / Iran
Army Day

April 17 / Syria
Independence Day

April 18 / Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24 / Holy See
Anniversary of His Papa-

cy of his Pontificate

April 25 / DPR Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26 / Tanzania
National Day

April 27 / Sierra Leone
Independence Day

April 27 / South Africa
Freedom Day

April 30 / Sweden
Birthday of His Majesty 

April 30 / Netherlands
Birthday of Queen

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Association of Exhibition 
Industries Chairman Mu-
hammad Khurshid Barlas 
congratulated the newly 
appointed Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad Irfan 
Nawaz Memon on his ap-
pointment. Accompanied 
by a delegation compris-
ing Senior Vice Chairman 
Ammad Rasheed, Vice 
Chairman Faad Waheed, 
Sheikh Rehan-ur-Reh-
man, Rehan Tariq, Fais-
al Muhammad Younis 
Bantva, Wali Muhammad, 
Amin-ur-Rehman. Sadia 
Zia, Anam Qazi, Mohsin 
Khalid and Shamriz Iqbal, 
he was called on Depu-
ty Commissioner Irfan 
Nawaz Memon at his of-
fice Friday. According to 
a press statement, he re-
iterated that his appoint-

ment would be a welcome 
development for the busi-
ness community of Islam-
abad On this occasion, 
the Deputy Commission-

er assured that he would 
extend his fullest coop-
eration for the welfare of 
the business community 
& Pakistan Association 

of Exhibition Industry is 
playing an important role 
in the economic devel-
opment of Pakistan and 
is striving to organize 

successful exhibitions in 
different cities of Paki-
stan. In the end, Chair-
man Pakistan Association 
of Exhibition Industries 

Khurshid Barlas also 
presented an honorary 
shield to Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad Ir-
fan Nawaz Memon.

Business community welcomes DC’s appointment

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister of Climate Change and Senator Sherry Rehman calls on Pang Chengxu, 
Charge d Affaires of China at the Chinese Embassy. – DNA

Sherry meets Charge d'Affaires 
of China, expresses solidarity
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister of Climate Change and 
Senator Sherry Rehman vis-
ited the Chinese Embassy 
here in Islamabad. According 
to details, Sherry Rehman 
called upon Pang Chengxu, 
Charge d Affaires of China 
and strongly condemned the 
attack on the van transport-
ing Chinese officials. The 
Pakistan People party (PPP) 
leader Sherry Rehman ex-
pressed solidarity with the 
Chinese people and their 
Government and said that 
she is feels the utmost regret 
about the incident.
It merits mention here that, 
At least four people died, 
including three Chinese 
nationals in a blast that oc-
curred near a vehicle in the 
Commerce Department of 
Karachi University. The 
victims of the blast include 
three Chinese nationals and 
their driver.
Meanwhile, security in 
charge of the university 
said that the blast occurred 
in a vehicle that entered the 
university premises from 
outside. The Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) 
in-charge Umar Khattab 
had confirmed the blast at 
Karachi University to be a 

suicide bomb attack.
He also mentioned that 
a banned organization 
claimed responsibility for 
the blast.The suicide bomb-
er had explosives inside a 
bag, as per CTD in-charge. 
DIG East Muqaddas Haid-
er stated that more than 
three kilograms of explo-
sives were used in the blast, 
adding that traces of explo-
sives including ball bear-
ings could be spotted on 

the vehicle. The mentioned 
vehicle used to visit the uni-
versity campus at the same 
time on daily basis, added 
DIG. Details regarding the 
foreigners, who became vic-
tims of the tragic incident 
are being collected.
The deceased Chinese na-
tionals have been identified 
as the director of the Con-
fucius Institute Huang Guip-
ing, Ding Mupeng, Chen 
Sai, and their Pakistani driv-

er, Khalid. It was further re-
vealed that four people also 
sustained injuries and have 
been identified as Chinese 
national Wang Yuqing, a se-
curity guard named Hamid 
and two Rangers personnel 
Raza and Abdul Rehman.
Sindh Chief Minister Murad 
Ali Shah took notice of the 
blast in the van and direct-
ed DC East and SP East to 
reach the spot immediately. 
Murad Ali Shah demand-

ed a detailed report from 
Commissioner Karachi. The 
Chief Minister Sindh said 
that the injured should be 
shifted to Dow Hospital im-
mediately and efforts should 
be made to avoid any loss 
of life. Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah visited 
the Chinese Consulate and 
briefed the Chinese Consul 
General regarding the van 
blast at Karachi University.
Murad Ali Shah assured 

the Consul General of a full 
investigation into the in-
cident and said that those 
involved in the blast would 
be brought to justice. Sindh 
CM added that we value 
the services of Chinese 
experts for the country 
and the province but some 
conspiratorial elements do 
not like the partnership of 
Pakistan and China, such 
thinking and roles will be 
dealt with iron hands.

Govt servants 
rally in support 

of Army 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Demonstra-
tions were held in different 
parts of the country, includ-
ing Islamabad, in support of 
Pakistan Army on Friday. 
Government employees 
held a demonstration out-
side the Parliament House 
in Islamabad to show their 
support for the army.
Carrying banners in their 
hands, inscribed with 
pro-army slogans, the 
participants began their 
march from the gate num-
ber 1 of the Parliament 
House, shouting slogans 
of ‘Pak Army Zindabad’ 
(Long Live Pak Army).ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iran, Mohammad Ali Hosseini calls on Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf. – DNA
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Briefs Four outlaws 
held; looted 

cash and 
bikes 

recovered
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
police have arrested 04 ac-
cused involved in numerous 
crime including snatching 
and bike lifting in different 
areas of the city and recov-
ered looted cash and five 
stolen bikes from their pos-
session, a police spokesman 
said. He said that, Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad Muhammad 
Ahsan Younas had ordered 
crackdown against criminals 
including those involved in 
street crimes and bike lift-
ing incidents and to recover 
the valuables. Following the 
orders, a police team headed 
by SHO Noon Adeel Shoukat 
along with ASI Fakhar Iqbal 
and officials signaled to 
stop a suspicious motorbike 
during special checking in 
Jhangi Syedan. Police team 
recovered two pistols from 
the accused and registered 
separate cases.
During preliminary inves-
tigation, the accused con-
fessed their involvement 
in numerous incidents of 
snatching in areas of Noon 
police station. Police team 
also recovered looted cash 
and mobile phones from 
their possession. The ac-
cused have been sent to jail 
for identification parade in 
two cases. Furthermore, a 
Margalla police team headed 
by SHO Margalla Khurram 
Shehzad with other officials 
arrested two bike lifters 
identified as Inayat Ullah and 
Asim Mehmood. Police team 
also recovered five stolen 
bikes from their possession. 
The accused have confessed 
to lift the bikes from Cen-
taurus mall parking and F-8 
Kacheri. The accused Inayat 
Ullah is previous record 
holder, further investigation 
is underway. 

PTI to topple 
present govt 
within 8-10 

weeks: Fawad
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) cen-
tral leader Fawad Chaudhry 
has claimed that they will 
topple the present govern-
ment within eight to 10 
weeks. Fawad Chaudhry 
made the statement while 
talking to journalists at an 
iftar dinner event along-
side Qasim Suri and Zulfi 
Bukhari. Criticising the 
present government, the 
former information min-
ister said that Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) 
co-chairman Asif Ali Zard-
ari has merged his political 
party into Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N).
Fawad hinted at the next 
political moves of the PTI, 
saying that there is a lot to 
come next before going for 
organising a sit-in.  Qasim 
Suri told journalists that Im-
ran Khan raised his voice for 
the sovereignty and dignity 
of the Pakistani nation and 
he rejected granting NRO 
to the corrupt political par-
ties. He said that the young 
generation of the country is 
rejecting the ‘imported gov-
ernment’ in Pakistan. Earlier 
on Wednesday, Imran Khan 
had reiterated his call to the 
nation to get ready for his 
call to launch a long march 
toward Islamabad. Address-
ing the PTI workers’ conven-
tion in Lahore, Imran Khan 
had said that his party will 
observe Ramadan 27 (a pos-
sible Shab-e-Qadr) as “Shab-
e-Dua” (Night of Prayers) 
and urged all Pakistanis to 
join PTI’s Shab-e-Dua for the 
“real freedom of Pakistan”.

IG Punjab 
lauds RPO 

& CPO 
Rawalpindi 

 
RAWALPINDI: Inspector 
General (IG) of Police 
Punjab Rao Sardar Ali 
Khan Friday praised the 
performance of Rawalpin-
di Police in its excellent 
performance in protection 
of life and property of citi-
zens and crime control. 
IG Punjab while chair-
ing video link Regional 
Police Officers (RPOs) 
conference said that un-
der the leadership of 
RPO Rawalpindi Ashfaq 
Ahmad Khan and CPO 
Rawalpindi Omar Saeed 
Malik, Rawalpindi Po-
lice was performing its 
duties of crime control 
and protection of life and 
property of citizens in an 
efficient manner, said a 
news release. – APP

Railways 
instruct 

to tighten 
security

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways Police has issued 
instructions to all Superin-
tendent of Police (SP)Rail-
ways to tighten security in 
trains as well as at stations 
to avoid any untoward inci-
dent during Eid-ul-Fitr days.
The department had di-
rected all SPs Railways to 
depute sufficient force at 
exit and entry points of all 
railway stations and strict 
watch to be carried out of 
suspicious persons, an offi-
cial in the Ministry said in a 
media interview Friday.
Pakistan Railways Police 
Commando Force would be 
deputed at vulnerable instal-
lations and in trains, while 
bomb disposal staff would 
also be kept on alert for 
search of luggage and passen-
gers at railway stations. “The 
SPs Railways directed to 
conduct complete check and 
search of empty rakes before 
trains reach the platforms for 
departure for their destina-
tions,” the official added.All 
the SPs Railways would also 
be directed to remain present 
on Eid holidays and random-
ly check trains, stations and 
escorting staff. The official 
said the number of passen-
gers was increasing day by 
day at railway stations and 
trains ahead of Eid-ul-Fitr 
and the Railway administra-
tion had arranged special 
trains across the country 
to facilitate the extra pas-
sengers. It was pertinent to 
mention here that Pakistan 
Railways has decided to run 
two Eid special trains from 
Karachi to Peshawar and 
Lahore on April 29 and 30, 
respectively for the conven-
ience of the commuters on 
the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr.

Hajj may 
cost Rs 700k 

to Rs1m 
this year: 
Minister

 
ISLAMABAD: Religious Af-
fairs and Interfaith Harmony 
Minister Mufti Abdul Sha-
koor on Friday, giving a ten-
tative figure, informed that 
Hajj may cost Rs 700,000 to 
Rs 1 million this year. Ad-
dressing a press conference 
here in the ministry, he said 
due to increase in the cost 
of services and taxes by the 
Saudi government, an incre-
ment would be expected in 
the Hajj expenses. Mufti 
said the Saudi Hajj ministry 
as per normal routine used 
to provide Hajj guidelines 
and expenditures in ad-
vance but due to COVID-19, 
the details of hajj expenses 
were being awaited. In this 
context, the ministry’s di-
rectorate general in Jeddah 
was in constantly contact 
with his Saudi counterpart 
to settle down the issues of 
mutual interests as soon as 
possible, he added.  
He said the Saudi Hajj minis-
try had given the deadline of 
May 16, to complete all the 
codal formalities for smooth 
sailing of Hajj 2022. Keeping 
in view the time constraints 
and official hiccups, the min-
istry had decided to ask the 
aspirant pilgrims to submit 
their applications in designat-
ed branches of the schedule 
banks with token money of Rs 
50, 000, he added.  – APP
 

Dist admin 
prepared for 
tourist influx 

ABBOTTABAD Abbottabad 
is a tourist destination and 
a large number of people 
from all over the country 
visit this region to celebrate 
Eid which requires special 
measures for traffic man-
agement and the provision 
of facilities to the citizens. 
Moreover, on the eve of Eid-
ul-Fitr provincial govern-
ment has declared May 2-6 a 
public holiday which would 
also attract tourists to visit.
Deputy Commissioner Ab-
bottabad Tariq Salam Mar-
wat while chairing a meet-
ing discussed issues related 
to tourist arrivals, security 
situations and traffic man-
agement. Deputy Commis-
sioner Abbottabad District 
Police, TMA, GDA, and all 
agencies to work together 
and instructed to provide 
information booklets on all 
main routes, and highways 
for tourist awareness. In or-
der to control the influx of 
tourists, instructions were 
issued to TMA Abbottabad 
regarding the provision of 
facilities to tourists and traf-
fic management at Shimla 
Hill Park. – APP

Int’l inflation impacting economic activities
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Although the economic re-
covery is underway, the international de-
velopments and persistent high domestic 
inflation might impact domestic economic 
activities, says Monthly Economic Update 
and Outlook, April 2022 released here on 
Friday. “The domestic and internation-
al scenario is changing over the course 
of time. Thus, inflationary, and external 
sectors risks are building macroeconomic 
imbalances,” notes the report released by 
Finance Ministry.
Among the determining factors of current 
trends in both international and domestic 
inflation are supply chain issues and surging 
international commodity prices. It says, un-
der normal circumstances, these prices fol-
low a cyclical pattern; implies that normally, 
price spikes are followed by a cooling-off 
period. But, it adds, the current cycles of 
international food and oil prices were differ-
ent as the volatility in the markets is high 
compared to historical standards. Second, 
due to geo-political tensions, the increasing 
trend in prices may remain intact.
The high inflation and the accompanying mon-
etary policy reaction may temporarily dampen 

the cyclical position of Pakistan’s economy 
thereby reducing growth prospects in the 
short run. But in the long-run, Pakistan’s pro-
ductive capacity will determine the growth as 
well as employment prospects, it says adding 
this required a substantial upward shift in the 
propensity to invest and of the productivity of 
investment expenditures.
Stimulating the propensity to invest implies 
that a larger share of the income that the 
country generates is used to finance Gross 
Fixed Capital Formation. Structural policies 
are to be further designed to attract more 
productive investments from foreign sourc-
es (Foreign Direct Investments) and from 
both private and public domestic investors.
High international commodity prices not 
only keep inflation elevated, they are also 
a burden on Pakistan’s external account 
and hence on its foreign exchange reserves. 
Many other countries are facing the con-
sequences of high and volatile commodity 
prices, especially oil and gas prices, it ob-
serves. Strengthening of Pakistan’s overall 
supply side through increasing its produc-
tive potential would allow it to produce 
more for exports and to discourage import.
These prospects would relax the external 
constraint that has historically weighed on 
Pakistan’s economy and which has caused 

regular Balance of Payments crises and an 
accompanying stop-and-go profile in Paki-
stan’s economic growth path.
While reviewing the performance of April 
2022, the report observes that Pakistan’s 
economy was on growth trajectory confront-
ing risks of inflation and external sectors 
pressures. It says, the production of all major 
Kharif crops increased compared to last year’s 
production while during July- March FY2022, 
the agriculture credit disbursement increased 
by 0.5 percent to Rs 958.3 billion compared 
to Rs 953.7 billion in same period last year. 
During Jul-Feb FY 2022, LSM witnessed the 
growth of 7.8 percent against the growth of 2.2 
percent same period last year.The Consumer 
Price Index (CPI) inflation was recorded at 
10.8 percent during Jul-Mar compared to 8.3 
percent in the same period of last year while 
CPI for the March 2022 was recorded at 12.7 
percent on YoY basis against 9.1 percent in 
March 2021.
The overall spike in CPI is on account of in-
creased in the prices of imported items, as 
the country is a net importer of items espe-
cially crude oil, pulses and edible oil which 
ultimately transmitted into domestic prices. 
Upward price movement is further fueled by 
Russia Ukraine war, supply chain disruption 
and recovery in global demand.

During the first nine months of the current 
fiscal year, the fiscal deficit stood at 4.0 
percent of GDP against 3.0 percent of GDP 
(on the basis of revised GDP) last year. Sim-
ilarly, the primary balance posted a deficit 
of Rs 447.2 billion (-0.7 percent of GDP) as 
compared to surplus of Rs 451.8 billion (0.8 
percent of GDP).
The provisional net tax collection during Jul-
Mar FY2022 grew by 28.9 percent to stand 
at Rs 4,375.6 billion against Rs 3393.7 bil-
lion in the same period of last year. During 
the first nine months of the current fiscal 
year, FBR exceeded its revenue target by 
5.8 percent.
In Jul-Mar, FDI reached $ 1,285.1 million ($ 
1,311.1 million last year) decreased by 2.0 
percent. In March net outflow was recorded 
at $ 30.4 million, on account of political in-
stability which resulted in change of regime.
In Jul-Mar FY2022, workers’ remittances 
reached $ 23.0 billion ($ 21.4 billion last 
year), increased by 7.1 percent. Workers’ 
remittances continued their unprecedented 
run of above $ 2.0 billion since June 2020.
Pakistan’s total liquid foreign exchange re-
serves stood at $ 16.8 billion on April20, 
2022, with the SBP’s reserves recorded at 
$10.6 billion, while commercial banks’ re-
serves remained at $6.2 billion.

Mushahid urges review 
of ‘faulty security system’
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain led a delegation of Senate Defence 
Committee to the Chinese Embassy for 
expression of sorrow, solidarity and sup-
port following the terror strike against 
Chinese teachers in Karachi. The dele-
gation was received by the Acting Am-
bassador, Madame Pang Chunxue and 
her senior colleagues. Senator Musha-
hid Hussain said the delegation was vis-
iting the Embassy with a heavy heart as 
this was the 3rd act of terror against the 
Chinese in Pakistan within a year. And 
that Chinese teachers were target was 
quite shameful. 
He said all political parties in Parlia-
ment shared these sentiments as China 
is Pakistan’s paramount partner and 
strongest friend, a friendship that has 
widespread support from the people of 
Pakistan. Senator Mushahid Hussain ex-
pressed regret that ‘our security system 
has failed, both, to protect the Chinese 
working in Pakistan or to prevent recur-
rence of such acts of terror’. He said ‘a 
comprehensive review and rethink of 
such a faulty system is needed’ if ‘we 
went CPEC to move forward successful-
ly’. He said ‘such a breach of security 
is unacceptable’ for a country like Pa-
kistan whose armed forces successfully 
overcame an inland war against terror-
ism. He said ‘we fully share in your sor-
row, we fully share in your indignation 
and we fully share your concerns about 
this serious security lapse’, which, if al-

lowed to recur, can result in drying up 
of foreign investment.The delegation in-
cluded Senators Mushtaq Ahmed, Faisal 
Javed, Anwarul Haq Kakar and Dr Zarqa 

Suhrwardhy. 
Secretary of DefCom, Major (r) Hasnain 
Haider was also present. The Chinese 
Acting Ambassador profusely thanked the 

Senators for their gesture. Incidentally, 
this was the first visit by a Parliamentary 
Committee to the Chinese Embassy since 
the terror strike in Karachi.

Anti-state anarchists 
instigating people 

against state
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The hostile 
powers are using the an-
ti-state anarchists in Ba-
lochistan as an instrument 
to instigate the masses 
against state and state in-
stitutions for impeding the 
development projects.
The anti-state elements like 
the Baloch Liberation Front 
is dissuading the youths in 
Balochistan from enroll-
ment in Counter Terrorism 
Department Police Ba-
lochistan. The latest mani-
festation of such instigation 
is the recent suicide attack 
carried out by an educated 
lady in Karachi University 
killing persons including 
three Chinese nationals.
The outlawed Baloch Libera-
tion Army which claimed the 
responsibility of the attack is 
indoctrinating and glorifying 

the suicide attack, in sheer 
contrast of Islamic teach-
ings. Similarly, the Recently 
Baloch Liberation (BLF) has 
released a press statement 
to dissuade Baloch youth 
from enrollment in Coun-
ter Terrorism Department 
Police Balochistan. In their 
statements, such militant 
organizations are negative-
ly portraying the role of the 
security agencies just to pol-
lute the minds of the poor 
and innocent masses and to 
deprive them from getting 
mainstreamed.
Moreover, they had also 
been engaged in waging 
armed insurgency includ-
ing terrorist acts since a 
decade or so. Balochistan 
has seen insurgencies 
driven by hostile powers 
through various storylines 
wherein anti-state anar-
chists act as mouth piece 
of the hostile powers.

Swedish envoy, Sherry  
discuss climate change

 
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Swe-
den Henrik Persson called on Fed-
eral Minister on Climate Change 
Sherry Rehman and offered all-out 
support to help Pakistan overcome 
environmental challenges and miti-
gate climate change risks, accord-
ing to press release issued from the 
Ministry of Climate Change.
During the meeting held here at 
the minister’s office on Friday, the 
Sweden ambassador said that his 
government is aware of Pakistan’s 
climate-vulnerability and scale of the 
risk exposure from climate risks to 
the lives and livelihoods of the peo-
ple in general and agriculture, which 
is backbone of the country’s econo-
my, in particular. 
The ambassador informed the minister 

Sherry Rehman that his government 
has initiated joint programmes with 
governments in developing countries, 
where people, their livelihoods and 
various socio-economic sectors are in-
creasingly exposed to climate shocks, 
particularly floods, depleting ground-
water resources, crop failures, potable 
water shortages, energy supplies.
The Swedish envoy expressed his gov-
ernment’s intents to jointly work with 
Pakistan in dealing with the latter’s en-
vironmental challenges, water shortages 
by recycling domestic wastewater for its 
re-use for various purposes including ag-
riculture.  The federal minister Sherry 
Rehman welcomed the generous offer 
by the Swedish ambassador for collab-
oration in renewable energy, wastewa-
ter treatment, e-vehicles, disaster risk 
management, climate resilience.  She 
told the ambassador that the incumbent 
government is very much committed to 

achieving environmental development 
and enhanced climate resilience. How-
ever, any opportunity of collaboration 
with the Swedish government to achieve 
to mitigate Pakistan’s environmental 
challenges and climate risks is encour-
aging.  “We would, surely, jointly work 
with the Swedish government and wel-
come its any support in transferring 
technical know-how and building tech-
nical capacity of relevant stakeholders 
that support the implementation of the 
country’s green policies,” the federal 
Minister Sherry Rehman told the ambas-
sador.  Earlier, the Swedish ambassador 
informed the minister that this year his 
country is hosting the World Environ-
ment Day, marked every year on June 
5 globally. He said that various activities 
have been planned by his embassy that 
will happen in Islamabad.  The ambassa-
dor also invited the minister to join the 
World Environment Day celebrations.

‘Supporters’ of 
Shahzain Bugti attack 

Qasim Suri
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The sup-
porters of Shahzain Bugti, 
President of Jamhoori Wat-
tan Party (JWP) and Fed-
eral Minister for Narcotics 
Control, allegedly attacked 
former National Assembly 
deputy speaker Qasim Suri 
at a private hotel in Islam-
abad in retaliation of what 
happened to Shahzain in 
Madinah.
The attack came shortly 
after Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif and his coterie 
of ministers were catcalled 
and jeered at allegedly by 
the supporters of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) at 
Masjid-e-Nabawi (Prophet’s 
Mosque) in Madinah.
Epithets like “chor chor” 
(thieves), traitors and beg-
gars were hurled at them by 
the protesters. Meanwhile, 
on the request of the former 

Deputy Speaker of National 
Assembly Qasim Suri, the 
case has been registered in 
the Kohsar Police Station 
over the last night incident.
According to the former 
Speaker Qasim Suri, he 
was waiting for sehri sit-
ting at the restaurant at 
the Kohsar Market. The 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader also said that 
there some people came 
who were against his party, 
they attacked him. Qasim 
Suri further stated that the 
people who attacked them 
wanted to kill him.
According to Qasim Khan 
Suri, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
activists and guards of 
Federal Minister for Nar-
cotics Control Shahzain 
Bugti carried out attack 
on him when he along 
with some guests reached 
a hotel located at Kohsar 
Market for Sehri.

8000 MW of power shortfall in country
ISLAMABAD: The power plants are 
still not provided by the required 
amount of Liquefied Natural Gas 
(LNG) and Furnace Oil still causing a 
national shortfall of electricity.  Amid 
sizzling hot weather, Power outages 
have severely hit Pakistan during the 
holy month of Ramadan as Pakistan-
is have been suffering more than 12 
hours of power load-shedding.
All urban centers, such as Karachi, 
Hyderabad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Fais-

alabad, and Sialkot have been severely 
hit with more than half a day consumed 
by load-shedding and rural areas with 
more than 12 hours. Power shortfall has 
crossed 8500 megawatts due to tech-
nical problems and shortage of fuel in 
the power-plants all across the country. 
According to details, the hydropower 
generation is also facing downfall due 
to low level of water in the dams around 
the country which have added to the 
electricity shortfall. Meanwhile, the un-

announced load-shedding of electricity 
has made it a living hell for the people of 
the country in the holy month of Rama-
dan. The sources revealed that the total 
production of electricity is maintained at 
18700 megawatts whereas the demand 
of electricity has reached 27200 mega-
watts. The prolonged load-shedding has 
continued to increase the miseries of the 
public, causing difficulties to perform 
daily chores, especially during sehri and 
iftar times. – DNA
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Ukraine war: 
stakes rise higher

Don’t forget the 
Afghan refugees 

S TEADILY, ominously, the stakes are rising in the confrontation 
that Vladimir Putin’s brutal invasion of Ukraine has provoked 
with the west. Russia’s state energy company Gazprom halted 

gas supplies to two EU member states – Poland and Bulgaria – on 
Wednesday and warned that more countries could be similarly target-
ed. Poland, with good reason, described this as a “direct attack”. Mos-
cow is also talking darkly of delivering a “proportionate response” to 
the demonisation of Russia by western governments. On Tuesday, Mr 
Putin’s foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, accused Nato of “engaging in 
a war with Russia through a proxy”. The risk of nuclear escalation, he 
said, was becoming “considerable”.
Economic warfare and apocalyptic threats can be read as signs of Russia’s bitter 
frustration at the way events have unfolded since February. The scale and practi-
cal value of western solidarity with Ukraine – in the form of sanctions, financial 
aid and military assistance – have come as an unpleasant surprise to the Krem-
lin. The humiliating failure of Mr Putin’s initial plan to capture Kyiv and topple 
the Ukrainian government was down to the bravery and skill of those who fought 
to defend their country. But external military assistance was crucial in giving the 
country’s armed forces sufficient means to resist.
As the focus of the Kremlin’s campaign shifts to the eastern Donbas region and 
southern Ukraine, that support is continuing and adapting to the likely circum-
stances of a more attritional phase of the war. The US has announced a £600m 
package of military and financial aid that will include more advanced western 
weapons as well as non-Nato ammunition for Soviet-made tanks and artillery. 
Britain has indicated that it may send howitzers and anti-aircraft systems. 
Helping Ukraine defend itself is the right thing to do. But as the foreign 
secretary, Liz Truss, calls for western powers to escalate intervention 
still further and provide fighter jets to Ukraine, MrScholz’s initial reser-
vations are worth recalling. In an interview with Der Spiegel, he argued 
that “everything must be done to avoid a direct military confrontation be-
tween Nato and a highly armed superpower like Russia”. So far, the west 
has managed to balance caution and assistance to good effect, emphasis-
ing the defensive nature of the support it has offered Kyiv. But there are 
some signs, rhetorically at least, of needless escalation
Equally, to “double down” in the way Ms Truss proposes would ratchet up 
the risks in a context that is becoming more, not less, volatile – as recent 
explosions in Transnistria, a pro-Russian separatist region of Moldova, tes-
tify. If the UK goes down this path, it should only be after the fullest consul-
tation with parliament and an honest public debate about the dilemmas and 
uncertainties involved. Russia’s nuclear threats are a sign of the Kremlin’s 
desperation, but they also illustrate the frighteningly high stakes in the most 
serious conflict on European soil since the second world war.

T HE Biden administration has established a sponsorship program to 
help admit and support tens of thousands of Ukrainian refugees, but 
too many Afghan evacuees, including some who helped U.S. troops and 

personnel, have been left without adequate support in this country or spurned 
altogether. For many of the 80,000 or so Afghans who made it to the United 
States after the fall of Kabul last year, the challenges they face in acclimating to 
a new country are mounting. Thousands of others still in Afghanistan or nearby 
countries have been denied entry to the United States or wait in limbo. Congress 
could help but has not.
Most Afghans who arrived here were airlifted from Kabul during last summer’s 
chaotic U.S. withdrawal, then housed in temporary quarters at military bases. 
They have since been resettled in communities across the country, but often 
without the financial and logistical support normally accorded refugees by the 
government. That’s because Afghans, including thousands who assisted our 
troops and risked their lives doing so over years, have not been granted refugee 
status — and because the Trump administration gutted the infrastructure for 
resettling refugees.
In March, the Biden administration offered temporary protected status 
(TPS) for 18 months to Afghan refugees who had already been admitted, 
a designation that can be and often is extended. It did so after announcing 
the same benefit for Ukrainians already here. TPS also comes with work 
authorization, but it provides no pathway to legal permanent residence or 
citizenship. Without those gateways, many Afghans are effectively state-
less, unable to return to their country and uncertain of their long-term 
prospects in this one.
Meanwhile, there are tens of thousands of unluckier Afghans who did not man-
age to board a flight to the United States last summer. Many remain in Afghan-
istan, at risk from the Taliban; others are in nearby countries. About 45,000 
have requested humanitarian parole to come to the United States, overwhelm-
ing Washington’s processing capacity. Only a few hundred have been approved; 
2,200 have been denied, while the rest remain in limbo.
That raises a question: Why can’t the administration stand up a program 
for U.S.-based individuals and groups to sponsor Afghan refugees to come 
here, as it has done for Ukrainians? Or why can’t it streamline admissions 
processing for Afghans who helped U.S. personnel, escaped their country 
and want to come here? After all, many are as qualified as the refugees 
admitted en masse last summer.
Congress has not moved to grant a path to citizenship for Afghan refugees, as it 
did for Cubans after Fidel Castro took power, Vietnamese following Saigon’s fall 
and Iraqis after the wars in Iraq of recent decades. Many Afghan refugees, having 
worked side by side assisting Americans in a dangerous place, might now wonder 
whether they have a future in this country.
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W HEN US Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Aus-
tin III declared that Washington wanted to 
see Russia so “weakened” that it would no 

longer be able to invade a neighbouring state, he 
lifted the veil on US goals in Ukraine. He also held 
out the prospect of a long-term US-Russian contest 
for power and influence. Mr. Austin’s remarks were 
problematic on several fronts. For one, they legiti-
mised Russian President Vladimir Putin’s justifica-
tion of the invasion of Ukraine as a defence against 
US-led efforts to box Russia in and potentially under-
mine his regime. “US policy toward Russia continues 
to be plagued by lack of rhetorical discipline. First 
calling for regime change, now goal of weakening Rus-
sia. This only increases Putin’s case for escalating & 
shifts focus away from Russian actions in Ukraine & 
toward Russia-US/NATO showdown,” tweeted New 
York-based Council of Foreign Relations president 
and former senior State Department official Richard 
Haas. Mr. Haas was referring to President Joe Biden’s 
remark last month, which he subsequently walked 
back, that Mr. Putin “cannot remain in power.”

Leaving aside that Mr. Austin’s remark was in-
opportune, it also suggested a lack of vision of 
what it will take to ensure that Mr. Putin does 
not repeat his Ukraine operation elsewhere in 
the former Soviet Union. That is an endeavour 
that would involve looking beyond Ukraine to fos-
ter closer ties with former Soviet republics that 
do not immediately border Ukraine.
One place to look is Kazakhstan, a potential future 
target if Russia still has the wherewithal after what 
has become a draining slug in Ukraine.
Mr. Putin has long set Kazakhstan up as a potential 
future target. He has repeatedly used language when 
it comes to Kazakhstan that is similar to his rhetoric 
on the artificial character of the Ukrainian state.
Referring to his notion of a Russian world whose 
boundaries are defined by the presence of Russian 
speakers and adherents to Russian culture rather 
than its internationally recognised borders, Mr. Putin 
asserted last December that “Kazakhstan is a Rus-
sian-speaking country in the full sense of the word.”
Mr. Putin first sent a chill down Kazakh spines eight 
years ago when a student asked him nine months 
after the annexation of Crimea whether Kazakhstan, 
with a 6,800 kilometre-long border with Russia, the 
world’s second-longest frontier, risked a fate similar 
to that of Ukraine. In response, Mr. Putin noted that 
then-president Nursultan Nazarbayev, Kazakhstan’s 
Soviet-era Communist party boss, had “performed 
a unique feat: he has created a state on a territory 
where there has never been a state. The Kazakhs 
never had a state of their own, and he created it.”
To be sure, Russian troops invited in January by Ka-
zakh President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev to help put 
down anti-government protests were quick to with-
draw from the Central Asian nation once calm had 
been restored. Mr. Putin’s remarks, coupled with dis-
trust of China fuelled by the repression of Turkic Mus-
lims, including ethnic Kazakhs, in the north-western 
province of Xinjiang, and the shutdown of Russia’s 
Black Sea Novorossiysk oil terminal, Kazakhstan’s 
main Caspian oil export route, creates an opportu-
nity for the United States. Last month, Kazakhstan 
abstained in a United Nations General Assembly vote 

that condemned Russia for its invasion of Ukraine. 
Since then, its sovereign wealth fund announced that 
it would no longer do business in rubles in compli-
ance with US and European sanctions against Russia. 
This week, Kazakhstan stopped production of Rus-
sia’s Sputnik V vaccine against Covid-19.
In an apparent effort to stir the pot, Russian media 
accused Kazakhstan of preventing Russian nationals 
from expressing support for Mr. Putin’s invasion and 
firing Kazakhs who supported the Russian president’s 
actions from their jobs. At the same time, opponents 
of the war were allowed to stage demonstrations.
Supporting Kazakhstan would involve a renewed US 
engagement in Central Asia, a key region that consti-
tutes Russia as well as China’s backyard. The United 
States is perceived to have abandoned the region with 
its withdrawal from Afghanistan last August.
It would also mean enlarging the figurative battlefield 
to include not only military and financial support for 
Ukraine and sanctions against Russia but also the 
strengthening of political and economic ties with for-
mer Soviet republics such as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan.
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan are, alongside Kazakh-
stan, members of the Russian-led Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EEU), which Mr. Putin, referring 
to Kazakhstan, described as a bulwark that “helps 
them stay within the so-called ‘greater Russian 
world,’ which is part of world civilization.” As a re-
sult, Uzbekistan appears to have reversed its am-
bition to join the EEU and forge closer ties to the 
Collective Security Treaty Organisation (CSTO), 
the region’s Russian-led military alliance.
“The way Central Asia thinks about Russia has 
changed. While before, Russia was seen as a source 
of stability, it now seems that its presence in a very 
sensitive security dimension has become a weak-
ness for regional stability, sovereignty, and territo-
rial integrity,” said Carnegie Endowment Central 
Asia scholar Temur Umarov. “I think that Central 
Asian governments will seek to minimise the influ-
ence of Russia, which will be difficult to do, but 
they have no choice since it has become an unpre-
dictable power.” Mr. Umarov predicted.

T HERE is an ongoing debate over rising in-
come inequality and its adverse impacts on 
democracies. The inequality between coun-

tries is not growing as commonly assumed. This is 
because the annual economic growth in many devel-
oping countries is growing faster than in the indus-
trialised developed world. Some also argue that the 
rising inequality among people within a country is 
not universal. The gap between haves and have-nots 
has somewhat narrowed down in several countries in 
South America, North Africa and elsewhere.
No doubt, the inequality graph is neither straight-
forward nor universal. However, if we look at the 
global population and do not consider national 
boundaries, the world has been witnessing increas-
ing income inequalities for the last three decades. 
According to a recent report by Credit Suisse, half 
of the world’s wealth is in the hands of only one per 
cent of the world’s population.
Among the rich countries, the income and wealth in-

equality in the US is particularly quite extreme. The 
so-called ‘trickle down’ approach is not working in the 
US as the country’s bottom 50 per cent is expected 
to earn only 6 per cent while the top 1 per cent is 
getting around 40 per cent by the end of this decade.
In recent decades, it has been a fact that many parts 
of the world witnessed a reduction in extreme pover-
ty. In 1990 extreme poverty globally was nearly 36 
per cent, and it had come down to below 10 per cent 
by 2020. Rapid economic growth in a few developing 
countries, particularly in Asia, improved access to 
food, health care, education, and housing. Howev-
er, during the Covid-19 pandemic, several countries 
faced severe economic crises that pushed millions of 
families into poverty again.
The globalisation process has translated into huge 
gains for some and losses for others. The new econo-
my generates new wealth, but it has not benefited the 
poor and underprivileged sections of society equita-
bly. The debt burden of several developing countries 
has multiplied, and the gap between the per capita 
income ratio in developed and developing countries 
has widened further. The number of poor and unem-
ployed people worldwide is at its highest level ever.
The world committed itself to 17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDG) in 2015 as a new holistic approach 
to achieving sustainable development and fastening 
implementation. The UN had declared the year 2020-
2030 as the ‘Decade of Action’. While SDG 1 aims 
at eradicating all forms of poverty, SDG 2 calls for 
zero hunger by 2030. In 2020, between 720 and 811 
million people worldwide had suffered from hunger. 
This number has increased further during the pan-
demic. Countries with high inequality are often less 
successful in reducing poverty and hunger than coun-
tries with lesser inequality.
The UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
in its World Social Report 2020, points out that ine-
quality is growing for more than 70 per cent of the 
world’s population, and that is increasing the risks of 
societal divisions and adversely affecting socioeco-

nomic development.
Most of the democratic countries have unfortunate-
ly witnessed a rapid increase in economic inequality 
in recent decades. The average share of disposable 
income of the top 10 per cent of the population in 
OCED countries has grown more than nine times 
higher compared to the bottom 10 per cent popula-
tion. The Covid-19 pandemic has further expanded 
the economic inequality in the last two years.
The world’s billionaires have acquired more wealth 
during the pandemic than they had done in the whole 
of last 14 years. During this time, while the wealth of 
the 10 richest persons doubled, the income of 99 per 
cent of the global population declined.
The expanding inequality has contributed significant-
ly to the rapid rise of right-wing populism. The large 
group, left behind from the growth cycle feels the rules 
of countries are rigged in favour of the rich and power-
ful, so it seeks to find a way outside the existing dem-
ocratic system. Those who have fallen behind often 
move out of the traditional parties and embrace pop-
ulist forces. There is enough evidence that economic 
insecurity leads to larger electoral support for popu-
list forces and develops hostile and strong resentment 
against the immigrant and minority population. The 
decline of trust in traditional political elites also leads 
to increased support for populist parties and leaders.
Acute income inequality breaks the traditional politi-
cal alliances in the country as populists portray it as 
the loss of democratic legitimacy of the ruling elites. 
Economic uncertainty and decline in living standards 
make the relatively deprived population more likely 
to believe the anti-elite political rhetoric of the popu-
list forces. Growing inequality can even lead to more 
conflicts in a society. The left-behind group feels rela-
tively deprived for not having what they think they are 
entitled to, leading to frustration, anger, and grievanc-
es. Thus, the rising income and wealth inequality not 
only erodes democracies but also catalyses more and 
more group conflicts in a society.

– Courtesy: Gulf News
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UN remains 
relevant despite 

Ukraine difficulties

W E S T E R N 
countries and 
corporations’ 

unexpectedly strong re-
buke of Russia following 
its invasion of Ukraine 
has surprised many, but 
now, two months into the 
conflict, the UN is facing 
growing criticism of its 
multilateral efforts to se-
cure peace.
To date, more than 30 
countries representing 
more than 50 percent of 
the global economy have 
levied sanctions against 
Moscow. Moreover, 
some 500 corporations 
have ended or reduced 
their business ties with 
Russia by withdrawing, 
suspending, scaling back 
or buying time by post-
poning planned invest-
ment, development or 
marketing while continu-
ing substantive business.
Meanwhile, the UN has 
taken a wide range of 
actions since Russia’s 
invasion began in Feb-
ruary. The General As-
sembly has voted to sus-
pend Russia from the UN 
Human Rights Council. 
The world body has also 
provided assistance to 
some 2.5 million people 
in Ukraine, including 218 
tons of emergency and 
medical supplies. More-
over, Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres visited 
Moscow on Tuesday to 
meet President Vladimir 
Putin. However, UN 
agencies are struggling 
to reach civilians un-
der siege in the east of 
Ukraine, where humani-
tarian assistance is spo-
radic. According to the 
UN itself, more than 12 
million people in Ukraine 
need humanitarian aid. 
Meanwhile, the UN Se-
curity Council, in which 
Russia is one of five per-
manent members with 
veto power, has failed to 
pass any resolutions con-
demning the war.
This has fueled criticism, 
including from Ukraini-
an President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, who has called 
for Russia to be expelled 
from the Security Coun-
cil. He has also said “we 
have to develop a new 
tool” that is capable of 
better maintaining peace 
in the future.
Created in 1945 with the 
ambition of guaranteeing 
peace and preventing an-
other world war, the UN 
confers high influence 

on the five permanent, 
veto-wielding members 
of the Security Council 
— the US, Russia, Chi-
na, UK and France. For 
instance, Moscow has, 
since 2011, exercised its 
veto 16 times in votes re-
garding its ally Syria. And 
this veto power also guar-
antees that Moscow can 
never be removed from 
the council, since the 
UN Charter only allows 
the General Assembly 
to exclude a member on 
the recommendation of 
the Security Council. Yet, 
while nonalignment may 
suit many states, it makes 
the job of ensuring inter-
national security harder. 
Reluctance to take sides 
in such a clear case of 
aggression can weaken in-
ternational norms and un-
dermine global security.
Indeed, one of the few 
potential silver linings of 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic is that it has shown 
yet again how global 
challenges are best tack-
led through coordinated 
international action, of-
ten led by the UN. And 
despite the decay of the 
post-1945 world order, 
the remaining dense web 
of postwar international 
institutions, with the UN 
at its heart, continues to 
have major relevance.
Going forward, a funda-
mental driver of whether 
the UN will thrive, not just 
survive, well into the 21st 
century may rest less with 
Russia and more with the 
direction of the relation-
ship between China and 
the US — the two most 
powerful members of the 
UNSC. They seem all set 
for a growing bilateral ri-
valry and what some view 
as a new cold war, which 
could see international co-
operation erode and mili-
tary tensions increase.
However, the China-US 
relationship may yet con-
tain unexpected potential 
for a fruitful partnership 
at the UN and beyond. 
Such cooperation is 
more likely if stronger 
partnerships can be em-
bedded on issues like cli-
mate change, as was the 
case during the Obama 
presidency, which may 
then potentially enable 
more effective ways of 
resolving hard power dis-
putes, from trade to the 
military tensions in the 
South China Sea.
– Courtesy: Arab News
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ISTANBUL: The formation 
of a new presidential coun-
cil and a UN-brokered truce 
have raised hopes among 
Yemeni civilians of estab-
lishing peace and security 
in the war-ravaged country.
Earlier this month, Yemen’s 
newly formed presidential 
council was sworn in to 
lead the country through a 
transitional period, spark-
ing hopes of putting an end 
to the 8-year conflict in the 
Arab country.
Yemen’s warring rivals also 
agreed to a UN-brokered 
two-month truce during 
which all offensive military 

operations were halted.
As April 29 marks the World 
Wish Day, many Yemenis 
speaking with Anadolu 
Agency said their main wish 
is to see peace restored to 
their country.
Abdulhamid El-Ain, a Yem-
eni doctor based in Saudi 
Arabia, said establishing 
peace and security in Yem-
en is “everyone’s wish”.
“Achieving this wish is 
enough to guarantee other 
wishes of millions of Yeme-
ni people,” he told Anadolu 
Agency on Friday.
Yemen has been engulfed 
by violence and instabili-
ty since 2014, when Iran-
aligned Houthi rebels cap-
tured much of the country, 

including the capital Sanaa.
A Saudi-led coalition, 
which seeks to reinstate 
the Yemeni government, 
has worsened the situa-
tion, causing one of the 
world’s worst man-made 
humanitarian crises. 
Nearly 80%, or about 30 
million people, are in need 
of humanitarian assistance 
and protection, and more 
than 13 million in danger 
of starvation, according to 
UN estimates.
Bekil El-Dulai, a chief fi-
nancial officer, said the life 
of Yemenis will greatly im-
prove if peace and security 
are restored to the country.
“With an established peace 
in the country, the war 

will eventually end, pric-
es will fall, and there will 
be more opportunities for 
work, investment, freedom 
and a decent life for every-
one,” he said. Mohammed 
El-Ghouly, a university stu-
dent, opines that restoring 
state institutions is vital to 
bring stability to Yemen.
“Without effective govern-
mental institutions, the 
country may turn into a mi-
litia state,” he said.
“Strong state institutions 
would pave the way for a 
permanent ceasefire and 
lasting peace, and eliminat-
ing the humanitarian crisis 
that killed many Yemenis 
for years,” he added.
For Daifallah El-Quhali, a 

Yemeni journalist, without 
strong state institutions “no 
wish is coming true.”
He believes that establish-
ing strong state institutions 
is a “necessity for a digni-
fied, humane and secure 
life.” “The wishes for last-
ing peace, acceptable level 
of freedoms, and a strong 
economy that enables peo-
ple to live with honor and 
dignity are going to become 
a reality when the state and 
its institutions are back on 
track,” El-Quhali said.
The years-long conflict in 
Yemen has destroyed much 
of the country’s infrastruc-
ture and undermined the 
ability of most institutions 
to deliver essential social 

services. Nabilah Saeed, a 
human rights activist, said: 
“without strengthening the 
state institutions, the on-
going war will continue to 
affect the daily routine of 
Yemenis.”
“Yemen currently has very 
weak and ineffective insti-
tutions, and restoring those 
institutions means restor-
ing hopes of the Yemeni 
civilians, and restoring the 
state’s strength,” she add-
ed. Saeed said establishing 
strong state institutions 
requires a “comprehensive 
national project” that con-
siders all the needs of peo-
ple, eliminates the political 
obstacles, and adapts possi-
ble arrangements.

War-weary Yemenis aspire for peace
“Strong state institutions would pave the way for a permanent ceasefire and lasting 
peace, and eliminating the humanitarian crisis that killed many Yemenis for years”
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Pakistanis 
arrested in 

Saudi Arabia
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Khalid Maqbool Siddiqi, 
Chaudhry Salik, and four 
members of PM Shehbaz 
Sharif’s staff are accompa-
nying the prime minister on 
his visit. But as PM Shehbaz 
and his delegation arrived at 
the mosque, the protesters 
started chanting slogans of 
“chor, chor (thieves)” when 
they saw the premier and 
harassed and raised objec-
tionable slogans against 
Marriyum Aurangzeb.
Meanwhile, the protesters 
also misbehaved with the 
JWP chief and Federal Min-
ister for Narcotics Control 
Shahzain Bugti and pulled 
his hair. The protesters 
continued to film the en-
tire episode with their mo-
bile phones.

Resolution 
submitted

From Page 01
disrespect an important 
national and tribal lead-
er of Balochistan, Sardar 
Shahzain Bugti in Madina. 
During his three-day visit to 
Saudi Arabia, Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif offered 
the last Friday of Ramadan 
prayers at the Masjid-i-Nab-
wi and prayed for the peace 
and prosperity of the coun-
try. PM shehbaz was accom-
panied by Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto and other 
members of the delegation. 
It may be recalled that 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif had arrived in Saudi 
Arabia on a three-day visit 
yesterday where he was 
warmly received by the Gov-
ernor of Madina.

NA speaker 
to administer 

oath...
From Page 01

Subsequently, Hamza’s 
counsel, Khalid Ishaq, read 
the order out loud and told 
the court that the president 
and the Punjab governor 
were blatantly violating the 
Constitution. Justice Has-
san remarked that no one 
should have the audacity to 
flout the court’s directives. 
“This concerns the respect 
of the high court and Paki-
stan’s judiciary,” he said.
He also regretted the fact 
that two orders passed by 
the high court were not 
implemented, adding that 
he would make a decision 
based on the Constitution.
Hamza’s lawyer told the 
court that LHC had issued 
directives for holding the 
chief minister’s election. 
He added that the governor 
was refusing to administer 
the oath to the chief minis-
ter-elect in contravention of 
the court’s directives.
When the hearing continued 
after a short break, Justice 
Hassan asked why the pe-
titioner had not made the 
president and the Punjab 
governor respondents in the 
case. At this, Hamza’s law-
yer replied by saying there 
was no need to make them 
respondents in the case.
Meanwhile, Punjab Addi-
tional Advocate General 
Umair Niazi contended 
that proceedings could only 
move forward once the Pun-
jab advocate general was is-
sued a notice under Article 
27-A of the Constitution. 
“The Punjab governor has 
sent the matter to the pres-
ident. How can he adminis-
ter the oath when the mat-
ter is with the president?” 
he asked.

Imran Khan 
reiterates 

demand for 
elections
From Page 01

the nation and the country.   
The PTI chairman said the 
prices of all commodities 
had gone up and apprehend-
ed rise in the prices of pe-
troleum products soon. 
Imran Khan said he would 
issue a white paper against 
corruption in next two to 
three days.  He said the 
PTI had pledged to make 
the South Punjab province 
in the general election cam-
paign of 2018 and was still 
committed to that promise. 
The PTI government had 
established South Punjab 
Secretariat to facilitate the 
masses in their area.  PTI 
Vice Chairman Makhdoom 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
Malik Amir Dogar, Nadeem 
Qureshi, Aon Abbas Bapi 
and other party leaders also 
attended the convention.

‘Courts 
will open 
at 3am...

From Page 01
the confirmation of facts. 
“Kashif Abbasi had asked 
why the courts were 
opened at midnight.  A nar-
rative had been built that 
the courts were opened 
at night upon someone’s 
directives,” Justice Minal-
lah remarked, questioning 
if there were any political 
reasons behind it.  “Such 
a narrative was built to 
weaken people’s confi-
dence in courts,” he said.

Imran 
Khan visits 

Chinese 
Embassy 
From Page 01

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf Chairman said that he 
is equally grieving over the 
deceased as their families.
The former Prime Minister 
also stated that the relation 
of Pakistan and China and 
their partnership is what 
our enemies cannot bear. 

Scores 
injured 

after Israeli 
police...
From Page 01

The statement said officers 
used “riot dispersal means” 
to contain the unrest. Wit-
nesses and AFP reporters 
said police fired tear gas 
and rubber bullets.
Police said three people 
had been arrested, two for 
throwing stones and one for 
“inciting the mob.” “For the 
past hour, the site has been 
quiet and (Muslim) worship-
pers are safely entering (the 
compound)” police said.
But tensions remain high 
at the site in the heart of 
Jerusalem’s old, walled city, 
part of Israeli-annexed east 
Jerusalem. Over the past 
two weeks, nearly 300 Pal-
estinians have been injured 
in clashes at the Al-Aqsa 
compound, Islam’s third-ho-
liest site which is the most 
holy site for Jews, who call 
it the Temple Mount.
Israel’s incursions into the 
site during Ramadan have 
raised global concern, but 
the Jewish state has insist-
ed it was compelled to act 
against operatives from 
the Islamist groups Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad who were 
seeking to spark widespread 
unrest across Jerusalem.
In an apparent attempt to 
ease tensions, Israel’s For-
eign Minister Yair Lapid has 
stressed that the govern-
ment was committed to the 
status quo at the compound, 
meaning an adherence to 
long-standing convention 
that only Muslims are al-
lowed to pray there.
Jews are allowed to visit 
the Temple Mount. Muslim 
leaders have, however, been 
angered by a recent uptick 
in such visits/ Some voiced 
fears that Israel was seeking 
to divide the compound and 
create a space where Jews 
may worship. Lapid told jour-
nalists that no such plan ex-
ists. The fresh unrest comes 
as the end of Ramadan early 
next week. Violence in Israe-
li-annexed east Jerusalem 
has raised fears of another 
armed conflict similar to an 
11-day war last year between 
Israel and the militant group 
Hamas, triggered by similar 
unrest at Al-Aqsa.
Recent weeks have seen iso-
lated rocket fire from Gaza 
toward Israel and Israeli 
reprisals, but no casualties 
reported on either side.
The Al-Aqsa tensions have 
come against a backdrop 
of violence since March 22 
in Israel and the occupied 
West Bank. Twelve Israelis, 
including an Arab-Israeli po-
lice officer, and two Ukrain-
ians were killed in four sep-
arate attacks inside Israel. 
Two of the deadly attacks 
were carried out in the Tel 
Aviv area by Palestinians.

Pakistan 
condemns 
Israeli...
From Page 01

We reaffirm our consistent 
and unstinted support for 
the Palestinian people and 
the Palestinian cause, which 
has always been a defining 
principle of Pakistan’s for-
eign policy. We renew our 
call for a viable, independent 
and contiguous Palestinian 
State, with pre-1967 borders, 
and Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its 
capital being the only just, 
comprehensive and lasting 
solution of the Palestinian 
question, in accordance with 
the relevant United Nations 
and OIC resolutions.

Frankfurt take control against 
West Ham in Europa semi

They had already stunned Barcelona in the quarter-finals and 
this was another memorable performance, putting them in pole 

position to reach the final against RB Leipzig or Rangers
Web Desk

LONDON: Eintracht Frankfurt seized 
control of their Europa League semi-final 
against West Ham as Japan midfielder Da-
ichiKamada inspired a 2-1 win in the first 
leg on Thursday. Oliver Glasner’s side 
arrived at the London Stadium as under-
dogs against a West Ham team enjoying 
their best season for years.
But Ansgar Knauff gave Frankfurt the per-
fect start with a goal after just 49 seconds. 
Michail Antonio equalised with his first goal 
in 11 matches, but Kamada bagged the win-
ner with a close-range finish in the second 
half. Frankfurt have struggled at times in 
the Bundesliga this season, saving their 
best performances for Europe.
They had already stunned Barcelona in the 
quarter-finals and this was another memora-
ble performance, putting them in pole posi-
tion to reach the final against RB Leipzig or 
Rangers. Frankfurt, whose only major Euro-
pean title came in the 1980 UEFA Cup, can 
finish the job when they host the second leg 
on May 5. Back in 1976, West Ham defeated 
Frankfurt 4-3 on aggregate in the European 
Cup Winners’ Cup semi-finals.
Hoping to reach their first major Europe-

an final since then, West Ham will have to 
stage an impressive escape act in Frankfurt 
to emulate that success.
In their first semi-final since the 2014 
League Cup, West Ham welcomed back 

Kurt Zouma from an ankle problem after 
Moyes had feared he would have only one 
fit centre-back due to injuries. Despite Zou-
ma’s presence, West Ham’s defence was 
breached after less than a minute.

Rafael Borre was given far too much time 
and space on the edge of the area and he 
ruthlessly exploited West Ham’s hesitan-
cy. Borre’s pin-point cross arrowed toward 
the far post, where Knauff got behind the 
dozing Pablo Fornals and thumped a pow-
erful header past Alphonse Areola from 
close range. It was the fastest ever goal 
scored in a Europa League semi-final and 
West Ham understandably looked shell-
shocked. Moyes gestured to his players 
to calm down as passes went astray in 
their anxiety to get back into the tie. Jar-
rod Bowen should have eased West Ham’s 
nerves when he surged onto Fornals’ de-
fence-splitting pass, but the winger was 
left holding his head in frustration after 
his low strike hit the post.
Undeterred by their nightmare start, West 
Ham began to turn the screw and Antonio 
ensured their pressure pay off with the 
21st-minute equaliser. Zouma rose highest 
to head Manuel Lanzini’s free-kick back 
across goal and Antonio pounced with a 
stretching volley from virtually on the line.
Frankfurt wasted a golden opportunity to 
retake the lead just before half-time when 
Knauff raced onto Borre’s through ball, only 
to see his initial effort blocked before he 
skied the follow-up over the bar.

Azarenka finds 
no sense in 

Wimbledon ban
MADRID: Belarus’ Victoria Azarenka said the Wimble-
don ban on players from Russia and her country 
makes no sense and the former world number 
one called on the tennis governing bodies to 
take action against the decision. The All 
England Lawn Tennis Club (AELTC), 
which hosts the grass court Grand 
Slam, took the decision in the wake 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and 
the stand was swiftly con-
demned by the men’s 
and women’s tours. 
The ATP and the WTA 
denounced the AELTC 
decision as “discrimina-
tory”, with Steve Simon, 
the women’s tour chief, 
last week warning of “strong 
reactions”. “If you are asking me if I 
agree with Wimbledon or I see their reason-

ing after being on a personal call with them, I don’t see 
their reasoning,” Azarenka, who sits on the WTA play-
ers’ council, told reporters in Madrid on Thursday. 

“It does not make sense and it does not connect 
to what they are saying.” The 32-year-old Azaren-

ka, ranked 17th in the world, won her opening 
round at the WTA 1000 event in Madrid on 
Thursday but her fellow Belarusian ArynaS-
abalenka’s title defence ended with a 6-2 3-6 

6-4 defeat to unseeded American Amanda 
Anisimova. Tennis governing bodies 

have banned Russia and Bela-
rus from international team 

competitions following the 
invasion, but individual 

players from the two 
countries are allowed to 
continue competing as 

neutrals. The 2022 Wim-
bledon championships will 

be the first time that players have 
been banned on the grounds of nation-

ality since the immediate post-World War 
Two era, when German and Japanese play-
ers were excluded. “I think there should be 
a reaction to that, that is all I want to say,” 
said Azarenka, who won the Australian 
Open in 2012 and 2013. – Agencies

Salah named FWA 
Footballer of the Year

LONDON: Liverpool forward Mohamed 
Salah was voted “Footballer of the Year” 
in England for a second time, and Chel-
sea striker Sam Kerr has won the wom-
en's award. The Football Writers’ Asso-
ciation announced its awards on Friday 
and reported Salah garnered 48% of the 
vote, ahead of Manchester City playmaker 
Kevin De Bruyne and West Ham midfield-
er Declan Rice. The Egypt star, who also 
won in 2018, has tallied 30 goals and 14 
assists across all competitions for Liver-
pool this season.
Liverpool trails Manchester City by one 
point in the Premier League title race, so 
it's no surprise their players dominated 
the votes; nine Liverpool players received 
nominations, and City had six. The award 
has gone to a Liverpool or City player for 
five straight seasons. City defender Ru-
ben Dias won last year.
The women's award, introduced in 2018, 

was open to the full FWA membership 
for the first time. It was previously de-
cided by an expert panel. Kerr captured 
40% of the vote, ahead of Arsenal striker 
VivianneMiedema and Manchester City 
forward Lauren Hemp.
The Australia star has scored 18 goals in 
the Women’s Super League for first-place 
Chelsea and 28 goals in total. Her club 
teammate Fran Kirby won last year. The 
awards will be presented at an FWA dinner 
next Thursday. “Both Mo and Sam have 
been outstanding this season, breaking 
records for both club and country,” FWA 
chair Carrie Brown said. "As well as their 
performances on the pitch, they are leaders 
and standard bearers of excellence at their 
clubs and respective leagues. "The fact they 
have won by such convincing margins un-
derlines just how impressive they have been 
this season which has been recognized by 
our members." – Agencies 

Armstrong sets 50m 
backstroke record

 

WASHINGTON: Hunter Armstrong set a 50m backstroke world 
record of 23.71sec to qualify for the 2022 swimming World 
Championships at the US trials in Greensboro, North Carolina, 
on Thursday. Armstrong, 21, broke the previous world record of 
23.80 set by Russian KlimentKolesnikov at the European cham-
pionships in Budapest on May 18, 2021. "I'm at a loss for words, 
honestly," Armstrong said after grabbing the only World Champi-
onships berth on offer in the non-Olympic event. "It's something 
I've always wanted and I'm over the moon right now." Seven-time 
Olympic gold medallist Caeleb Dressel booked a third individ-
ual World Championships berth with a victory in the 100m 
butterfly. Dressel, who set the world record of 49.45sec in 
winning Olympic gold in Tokyo last year, clocked a world-lead-
ing 50.01 in Thursday's heats and won the final in 50.20.

Michael Andrew was second in 50.88 to punch his ticket 
to the World Championships in Budapest June 18-July 3. 
Dressel, who won five gold medals at the pandemic-delayed 
Tokyo Games last year, had already qualified for Budapest in 
the 100m free and 50m fly. Andrew returned to win the 50m 
breaststroke in an American record of 26.52 edging Nic 
Fink for the only World Championships spot by three-hun-
dredths of a second. TorriHuske won the women's 100m 
fly in 56.28 with Claire Curzan second in 56.35 -- the two 
fastest times in the world this season. Carson Foster won 
the men's 400m individual medley in 4:09.33 with Tokyo 
Olympics gold medallist Chase Kalisz second in 4:10.50. 
Kalisz held off a furious late charge from Bobby Finke, who 
missed out on a World Championships berth by seven-hun-
dredths of a second. In the women's 400m medley, 16-year-
old Katie Grimes posted a personal best of 4:36.17 to book a 
Budapest berth along with Tokyo Olympics silver medallist 
Emma Weyant, who was second in 4:37.72. – APP

Tennis champion 
sentenced over 

bankruptcy
LONDON: Former Wimbledon champion Boris Becker has 
been jailed for two and a half years for hiding £2.5m worth of 
assets and loans to avoid paying debts. The 54-year-old six-time 
Grand Slam champion was found guilty of four charges under 
the Insolvency Act. The case centred on Becker's bankruptcy 
in June 2017 resulting from an unpaid loan of more than £3m 
on his luxury estate in Mallorca, Spain. Judge Deborah Taylor 
said he had shown no remorse or acceptance of guilt. Referring 
to Becker's previous conviction for tax evasion in Germany in 
2002, she told Becker: "You did not heed the warning you were 
given and the chance you were given by the suspended sen-
tence and that is a significant aggravating factor... "You have... 
sought to distance yourself from your offending and your 
bankruptcy. "While I accept your humiliation as part of the 
proceedings, there has been no humility." Earlier this month, 
after about two weeks hearing evidence, jurors found Becker 
guilty of removal of property, two counts of failing to disclose 
estate and concealing debt. They acquitted him on a further 20 
charges, including nine counts of failing to hand over his tennis 
trophies and medals, including two from Wimbledon. – APP

Sport and 
politics 

shouldn't 
mix: Jabeur

MADRID: Tunisian ten-
nis star OnsJabeur has 
questioned Wimbledon's 
decision to ban Russian 
and Belarusian players by 
insisting that sports and 
politics should not mix.
Last week, Wimbledon 
banned Russian and Belaru-
sian players from competing 
at this year's Champion-
ships following the invasion 
of Ukraine, with the All Eng-
land Club saying there was 
"no viable alternative".
Jabeur has some experience 
of such situations, having 
being heavily criticised 
when defying Tunisian con-
vention to play an Israeli 
opponent in 2020.
"It's a very tough decision, 
I understand what the 
Ukrainian people are going 
through and I am totally 
against war," Jabeur, the 
world number 10, said.
"But what I've always 
been told for so many 
years is to never mix 
sports and politics."
Jabeur has made history for 
Arab tennis, becoming the 
first player - male or female 
- to break into the top 10 of 
the world rankings.
Though an icon for many 
across the Arab world, she 
suffered fierce criticism 
when sticking to her prin-
ciples of not mixing sports 
and politics. – Agencies
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Briefs
Azerbaijan, 

NATO discuss 
ties
DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijani Defence 
Minister Zakir Hasanov and 
NATO Secretary General’s 
Special Representative for 
the Caucasus and Central 
Asia Javier Colomina have 
met to discuss prospects for 
the development of bilateral 
relations and the regional 
military and political situa-
tion. At a meeting held in 
Baku on April 29, Hasanov 
spoke about the positive re-
sults achieved in the field of 
cooperation with NATO. He 
emphasized the importance 
of further developing rela-
tions between the sides.
Furthermore, the delegation 
was informed on the reforms 
carried out in the Azerbaijan 
army in line with President 
Ilham Aliyev’s instructions, 
as well as the work done in 
the liberated territories and 
the current situation on the 
Azerbaijan-Armenian state 
border. Expressing gratitude 
for the warm welcome, Co-
lomina highly appreciated 
the close cooperation of 
the Azerbaijani and Turkish 
armed forces. He underlined 
this cooperation’s significant 
contribution to Azerbai-
jan-NATO relations. The two 
officials also discussed other 
issues of mutual interest. 
Earlier, the visiting NATO of-
ficial met President Ilham Al-
iyev. Furthermore, Colomina 
was received by  Azerbaijani 
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov. Colomina arrived in 
Azerbaijan on April 28. 

Hijiyev, 
Grigoryan 

will meet in 
Brussels

BAKU: Secretary of the Se-
curity Council of Armenia 
Armen Grigoryan is sched-
uled to meet with Foreign 
Policy Advisor to the Pres-
ident of Azerbaijan Hikmet 
Hajiyev in Brussels on May 
2, ARMENPRESS reports 
Grigoryan told Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty Ar-
menia service. “We will 
discuss a number of issues 
related to Armenia-Azerbai-
jan relations,” Armen Grig-
oryan said.
He considered it possible 
that the Pashinyan-Aliyev 
meeting could follow that 
meeting. “If we succeed 
in getting the answers 
to all those questions in 
Brussels, then we can 
also discuss a meeting 
at the level of Heads of 
State in Brussels,” said 
the Security Council Sec-
retary. To the question 
of the journalist whether 
the meeting with Hajiyev 
can be viewed in the con-
text of the preparation of 
the peace treaty, Grigor-
yan said. Agencies

EU border 
agency head 

resigns
BRUSSELS: The EU border 
agency chief has stepped 
down after a probe into the 
agency’s involvement in il-
legal pushbacks, multiple 
news outlets reported on 
Friday. The resignation of 
Fabrice Leggeri, Frontex 
executive director, comes 
after another joint investi-
gation of prestigious Euro-
pean media outlets revealed 
that despite public denial, 
the EU border agency was 
involved in illegal push-
backs of asylum seekers in 
the Aegean Sea, according 
to their own database.
Politico, Der Spiegel and 
Lighthouse Reports report-
ed that Leggeri has ten-
dered his resignation and 
communicated his decision 
to the board of management 
of the agency.
The EU’s anti-fraud watch-
dog Olaf is expected to 
publish its report on the 
misgivings around the man-
agement of Frontex.
Another Olaf report – which 
has not been shared with the 
wider public due to the sen-
sitivity of the information, 
according to an EU official 
speaking on condition of an-
onymity to Anadolu Agency 
– has also confirmed Fron-
tex’s involvement in push-
backs. According to the 
source, Leggeri and other 
top officials were also aware 
of the illegal activity but 
tried to cover it up. – APP

Russian, 
Kazakh 

presidents 
discuss 

bilateral ties
MOSCOW: The Russian 
and Kazakh presidents 
discussed the possibilities 
of expansion of economic 
cooperation and the devel-
opment of bilateral ties in 
a phone call on Friday, a 
Kremlin statement said.
According to the statement, 
Vladimir Putin and Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev also 
spoke about the coopera-
tion within the Collective 
Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO), a military bloc, 
comprising six post-Soviet 
states -- Armenia, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Russia and Tajikistan.
The CSTO played a crucial 
role in restoring order in 
Kazakhstan in January this 
year, when protests against 
the rise of fuel prices broke 
out in the Central Asian 
country. – Agencies

UK to send 
8,000 more 
troops to E. 

Europe
LONDON: The UK armed 
forces will send around 
8,000 more troops to East-
ern Europe in a bid to deter 
Russian ‘aggression’, the 
Defense Ministry said on 
Friday. The British troops 
will take part in broad mil-
itary exercises spanning 
from north to south, making 
it one of the largest deploy-
ments to take place since 
the end of the Cold War.
“The security of Europe has 
never been more important. 
These exercises will see our 
troops join forces with allies 
and partners across NATO 
and the Joint Expeditionary 
Force in a show of solidarity 
and strength in one of the 
largest shared deployments 
since the Cold War,” De-
fense Secretary Ben Wal-
lace said. “Operating across 
Europe, the British Army 
will stand alongside part-
ners, combining our capabil-
ities and shared values, pro-
moting peace and security,” 
Wallace added. – APP

3,000 asylum seekers 
died or went missing

NEW YORK: More than 3,000 people died or went 
missing while trying to cross into European coun-
tries in 2021, an official from the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) said on Friday. The people died or went 
missing while attempting to cross the Central and 
Western Mediterranean and Atlantic to Europe, UN-
HCR spokesperson Shabia Mantoo said at a press 
briefing in Geneva. Mantoo was citing a new UNHCR 
report which also called for urgent help “to prevent 
deaths and protect refugees and asylum seekers who 
are embarking on dangerous journeys by land and 
sea.”The number of deaths reported in 2020 were 
1,544 for the two routes. – Agencies

Turkey, KSA strive to renew 
ties for new era, says Erdogan
 

News Desk 

JEDDAH: Turkey and Saudi Arabia are striv-
ing to increase all kinds of political, military 
and economic relations to start a new era, 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said ear-
ly Friday. "We paid a visit to Saudi Arabia 
upon the invitation of Hadimu'l Haremeyn," 
or "the Servant of Mecca and Medina," said 
Erdogan, referring to Saudi King Salman.
"As two brotherly countries with historical, 
cultural and human ties, we are striving to 
increase all kinds of political, military and 
economic relations between us and to start 
a new era," said Erdogan on Twitter.
Increased cooperation with Saudi Arabia in 
health, energy, food security, agricultural 
technologies, the defense industry and fi-
nance is in the common interest, said Er-
dogan, adding the two countries have seri-
ous cooperation potential in renewable and 
clean energy technologies.
Erdogan also said that Turkey attaches great 
importance to the security and stability of 
the Gulf region. "We express on every occa-
sion that we attach as much importance to 
the stability and security of our brothers in 
the Gulf region as our own," he said.
"We underline that we are against all forms 
of terrorism and that we attach importance 
to cooperation with the countries in our re-
gion against terrorism," he added.
"I believe we will take our relations to a lev-
el beyond what they were previously," said 
Erdogan, adding his visit during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan "will open the doors 
of a new era with our friend and brother Sau-
di Arabia." King Salman received President 
Erdogan Thursday evening with an official 
ceremony in the city of Jiddah. The two 
leaders held a closed-door meeting at Al-

Salam Royal Palace. Erdogan also met with 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
(MBS). Earlier, the president arrived in Sau-
di Arabia for a two-day working visit. Erdo-
gan and Saudi Arabia's crown prince met to 
develop relations during the first visit since 
the 2018 killing of journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi drove a wedge between the two regional 
powers. The last time Erdogan visited Saudi 
Arabia was in 2017, when he tried to medi-
ate a dispute pitting the kingdom and other 
Gulf countries against Qatar. Saudi state 

news agency SPA reported that the pair 
"reviewed the Saudi-Turkish relations and 
ways to develop them in all fields." Erdogan 
then visited the Muslim holy city of Mecca 
to perform an umrah pilgrimage. Prior to 
flying from Istanbul to Saudi's second city 
Jiddah, where some roads were lined with 
Turkish and Saudi flags, Erdogan said he 
hoped "to launch a new era" in bilateral ties.
"My visit (to Saudi Arabia) is the manifesta-
tion of our common will to start a new era 
of cooperation as two brotherly countries," 

Erdogan told reporters at Istanbul's Ataturk 
Airport. "It is in our common interest to in-
crease our cooperation with Saudi Arabia in 
fields such as health, energy, food security, 
agricultural technologies, defense industry, 
and finance," he said. Erdogan also said that 
Turkey strives to ensure regional peace 
and resolve problems via dialogue and di-
plomacy. "I believe we will boost our ties 
in every field through our joint efforts," he 
said, stressing "the potential, especially in 
renewable and clean energy technologies."

China HPP providing 
uninterrupted power in Ramadan

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  While Pakistan is fac-
ing electricity shortage, China Power 
Hub Power Plant, a major project un-
der China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), is operational at full capacity 
providing electricity to consumers in 
the month of Ramadan, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Friday. 
Electricity shortfall is intensifying, as 
the mercury is rising in the country. 
Earlier this week, the shortfall exceed-
ed 7,000MW, resulting in a power cut 
around 10 hours. However, in such 
a situation China Power Hub Power 
Plant is running at full capacity.
China Power Hub Power Plant has 
been operating at 100% load during 
the month of Ramadan, providing 
reliable and uninterrupted power, 
according to Chinese Embassy Is-
lamabad, adding “It has generated 
totally 596,086,600 KWH since the 

start of Ramadan and 20bn+ KWH 
since the start of its commercial 
operation”. The 1320 MW China 
Hub Coal Power Project, Hub Ba-
lochistan, is one of the major power 
projects under CPEC. China Power 
Hub Generation Company (Private) 
Limited sponsored and executed 
the project with an amount of US$ 
1921.2 million.  The project was 
completed in August 2019 while it 
started commercial operation in 
October 2019. Besides power gen-
eration, the project also creates 
1,722 jobs (including 749 for lo-
cals) while over 4,000 people were 
benefited during the construction 
of the project. 
Alibaba taking initiatives to tap  
Pakistan’s e-commerce potential

Alibaba in the recent past has taken 
multiple initiatives to tap Pakistan’s 
unexplored e-commerce potential. 
The Chinese e-commerce firm has 
now partnered with Enablers Global 

Service to facilitate its sellers within 
Pakistan, Gwadar Pro reported on Fri-
day. Enablers, the largest ecommerce 
network in Pakistan has signed the 
contract as global service partnership 
with Alibaba, a Chinese tech giant spe-
cialising in e-commerce, retail, inter-
net, and technology. 
This has been considered a huge de-
velopment for Pakistan where another 
door will open for Pakistan’s e-com-
merce industry. After this collabora-
tion, Enablers will facilitate sellers of 
Alibaba within Pakistan to help boost 
their sales. Live commerce in China 
has been super successful because of 
the infrastructure built by e-commerce 
enablers like Alibaba.
Previously Alibaba enabled access 
for the Pakistani businesses, allowing 
them to list their stores, to sell their 
products to B2B buyers around the 
globe. Pakistan is the 5th most pop-
ulous country in the world, with the 
percentage of youth standing at 64%. 

Pak-China working 
together for agricultural 

mechanization
 

DNA

BEIJING: A Pakistani expert on ag-
riculture stressed for collaboration 
with Chinese researchers on the de-
velopment of modern agricultural ma-
chine to enhance yields and profits to 
farmers in Pakistan. “Slow adoption of 
mechanization technology has been 
a key reason for low yields and inef-
ficiencies in agriculture in Pakistan, 
resulting in lower profit for farmers” 
said Dr. Muhammad Waqar Akram, a 
lecturer in the Department of Farm 
Machinery and Power, University of 
Agriculture Faisalabad.
 He is currently attending Modern Ag-
riculture Workshop of China-Pakistan 
Regional Innovation Institute for Mod-
ern Agriculture organized by the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
of China and undertaken by Jiangsu 
University. The five-month workshop, 
starting from the end of March, pro-
vides inclusive training on the usage 
and maintenance of modern agricultur-
al machinery, field management, water 
saving irrigation, food processing, Chi-
na Economic Net (CEN) reported. Ac-
cording to Dr. Waqar Akram, there are 
no updated existing proper studies or 
surveys conducted on the present sta-
tus of farm mechanization in Pakistan. 
However, according to rough studies, 

the utilization of Agricultural machin-
ery and adoption rate is very low.
“In Pakistan, farm mechanization has 
been limited to few basic tools for land 
preparation and outdated models of 
combined harvesters when harvesting 
grain crops,” he said. Infusion of the 
right mechanization technology will be 
crucial for the productivity increase 
and growth of agriculture in Pakistan.
In his opinion, the machines that 
should be popular and common in 
Pakistan are related to rice, cotton, 
maize and sugarcane crop as these are 
the major crops of Pakistan, but usage 
of machinery for these crops is very 
less or zero, for example, planters for 
cotton, maize and sugarcane crops, 
transplanter for rice crop, cotton pick-
er for cotton crop, maize harvesters, 
sugarcane harvesters, drone spray-
ing technology, etc. The planters and 
harvesters/diggers for vegetables and 
other crops also has huge potential 
to be applied in a wide scope. He also 
noted that due to the seasonal nature 
of the agriculture, the farm machinery 
remains idle for much of the time. in-
curring unnecessary high costs unless 
proper alternate use of such machin-
ery in the off-season is made. To cope 
with this situation, multi-crop planters 
and multi-crop harvesters have huge 
potential to be applied in a wide scope.
Lack of awareness, low standard man-

ufacturing of agricultural machinery, 
lack of repair and replacement facil-
ities especially in the remote rural 
areas, absence of standardization 
of agricultural machinery, and weak 
knowledge transmission are hindering 
Pakistani farmers to reap the benefits 
of modern agricultural machines.
Small sized farms and scattered land 
holdings prevail in Pakistan. “For Paki-
stan, I think small scale machinery is 
one of the best options in terms of ex-
isting average farm size and affordabil-
ity of farmers. Another possible option 
could be development of machinery 
pools for availability of expensive ma-
chines at rent in towns and villages,” 
he recommended. 
The usage of modern machinery can 
bring a variety of benefits to farmers: 
enhanced efficiency of operations, 
precise application of different inputs, 
reduction in the cost of production, en-
hancement in the production quantity 
and quality of produce, timeliness of 
operations, increased cropping inten-
sity due to timely operations, increase 
in the area under cultivation through 
development of culturable wasteland, 
reduced dependence on labor, reduced 
labor drudgery, etc. “The China-Paki-
stan Regional Innovation Institute for 
Modern Agriculture inaugurated on 
Mar. 28 will provide a facilitating plat-
form,” he added. 

EU calls for 
restraint after 
explosions in

Moldova
Agencies 

BRUSSELS: EU foreign 
policy chief Josep Borrell 
called on Friday for all ac-
tors to avoid destabilization 
in the aftermath of explo-
sions in Moldova's break-
away region Transnis-
tria. “The European 
Union calls on the 
responsible actors 
to avoid the destabi-
lization of the situa-
tion,” Borrell said in 
an official state-
ment, call-
ing the 
l a t e s t 
i n c i -
den t s 
i n 
Trans-
nistria 
“ d e t -
rimen-
tal to 
t h e 
securi-
ty and 
stability of the Republic of 
Moldova.” He welcomed 
the “restrained reactions” 
of the Moldovan govern-
ment and reiterated the 
bloc’s support for the coun-
try’s territorial integrity 
and sovereignty.
He also reassured of the 
EU's continued aid for 

Moldova to manage the ar-
rival of Ukrainian refugees 
and stepped up efforts for 
mid-term economic sup-
port amid Russia’s war on 
Ukraine. On Tuesday, sev-
eral explosions damaged 
a Soviet-era radio tower 
in Transnistria, leading to 

speculations that Russia 
would expand its mil-

itary operations to 
Moldova. After Mol-
dova declared its 
independence from 
the Soviet Union in 
1991, Transnistria 

d e c l a r e d 
its inde-
p e n d -
e n c e 
unilat-
erally. 
A 
brief 
w a r 
i n 

1992 between Moldova and 
Russia-backed separatists 
ended with a cease-fire. 
With Moscow’s support, 
the region continues to in-
sist on its independence 
from Moldova, running 
a separate administra-
tion, parliament, army, 
police, and postal system  
from Chisinau.

Thousands 
pray at  
Al-Aqsa 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: 
More than 160,000 Mus-
lim worshipers performed 
today the fourth and last 
Friday prayer of the holy 
month of Ramadan at the 
Al-Aqsa Mosque compound 
in occupied Jerusalem, de-
spite Israel’s restrictions on 
the entry of worshipers to 
the holy site. About 160,000 
faithful, most of them Pal-
estinians from Jerusalem, 
the West Bank and the Arab 
towns inside Israel, prayed 
at al-Aqsa Mosque today, the 
third holiest site in Islam, 
said the Jordan-run Islamic 
Waqf authority overseeing 
the compound. – APP

NEW YORK: Yannick Glemarec, ED of green climate fund called on ambassador Munir Akram, 
permanent representative of Pakistan to the UN. – DNA
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 Australian High 
Commissioner 

wishes 
Pakistanis Eid 

Mubarak
 

dna

ISLAMABAD: Australia’s Acting 
High Com-
m i s s i o n e r 
to Pakistan 
Joanne Fred-
eriksen sends 
his warmest 
wishes to 
Muslims in 
P a k i s t a n , 
Australia and 

around the world on Eid ul Fitr. In 
her message she said:
“I send my warmest good wish-
es to Muslims here in Pakistan, 
back home in Australia, and right 
around the world, who are cele-
brating the festival of Eid al-Fitr.
Eid is a joyous occasion, to 
be celebrated with family and 
friends – a truly special time. In 
Australia, we take pride in being 
an open and diverse multi-ethnic 
and multi-faith democracy. With 
every Eid celebration we are 
given an opportunity to reflect 
on the invaluable contribution 
Australian Muslims make to the 
Australian community.
Australia and Pakistan’s peo-
ple-to-people links continue to 
deepen and grow. These links 
draw on over 70 years of friend-
ship between our two countries, 
underpinned by a shared Com-
monwealth heritage, engage-
ment on peace and security, 
steady trade ties, cooperation on 
education and our common love 
of cricket.So on behalf of Austral-
ia – let me wish you a happy a 
peaceful celebration.  
Eid Mubarak.”

Pakistan 
condemns 

prohibition of 
Ramzan prayers 

in Srinagar
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Friday 
strongly condemned the prohibi-
tion of “Shab-e-Qadr” and “Jumat 
ul Vida” congregations at Jama 
Masjid in Srinagar. The Foreign 
Office spokesperson in a state-
ment said the Indian occupation 
forces had intensified their re-
pression against innocent Kash-
miris during the Holy Month of 
Ramazan. The Indian occupation 
forces had prohibited the congre-
gations of “Shab-e-Qadr” and “Ju-
mat ul Vida” at Jama Masjid in 
Srinagar. He said, “Pakistan con-
demns in the strongest possible 
terms these curbs on Kashmiri 
Muslims to practice their reli-
gion and restraining them from 
congregating on special religious 
occasions in this holy month of 
peace and mercy.
“These curbs are the latest in 
a series of repressive measures 
taken by Indian occupation 
forces in IIOJK (Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir) 
that have hurt the religious sen-
timents of Muslims, from des-
ecration of the Holy Quran and 
burning down of mosques and 
shrines in IIOJK to restrictions 
on religious congregations and 
prayers. Indian forces have also 
been engaged in unrelenting and 
willful attacks, harassment and 
intrusive surveillance of Muslim 
worshippers. “The conduct of 
Indian forces defies all norms 
of decency and human dignity. 
Imposition of restrictions on re-
ligious freedoms through illegal, 
arbitrary, and unjustified meas-
ures is yet another brazen as-
sault by Indian occupation forces 
on the human rights of the Kash-
miri Muslims. – APP

Former US 
Marine killed 

fighting in 
Ukraine

WASHINGTON: A former Unit-
ed States Marine has been killed 
fighting alongside Ukrainian 
forces in the war with Russia, 
his relatives told news outlets, 
in the first known death of a US 
citizen fighting Russian forces in 
Ukraine. Rebecca Cabrera told 
CNN her son, Willy Joseph Can-
cel, 22, was killed on Monday 
while working for a private mil-
itary contracting company that 
sent him to Ukraine.
Cabrera said her son had been 
working as a corrections officer 
in Tennessee and had signed up 
to work with the private military 
contractor shortly before the fight-
ing began in Ukraine in late Feb-
ruary. She told CNN he agreed to 
go to Ukraine. “He wanted to go 
over because he believed in what 
Ukraine was fighting for, and he 
wanted to be a part of it to contain 
it there so it didn’t come here, and 
that maybe our American soldiers 
wouldn’t have to be involved in it,” 
she said. – APP

Met Office 
predicts rain 

during eid 
holidays

DNA

KARACHI: After the hot and dry 
weather, several parts of coun-
try are likely to receive rainfall 
during the Eid-ul-Fitr holidays, 
Met official said Friday. The Met 
Office in a statement said the 
westerly wave is likely to enter 
western part of the country from 
May 1 and likely to persist till 
May 5 (Thursday).
Under the influence of this 
weather system, rain-wind/thun-
derstorm is expected in Chaghi, 
Noshki, Quetta, Chaman, Pishin, 
Qila Abdullah, Loralai, Mastung, 
Zhob, Ziarat, Kalat, Sibbi, Na-
seerabad, Barkhan, Larkana, Jac-
cobabad, Sukkur, Rajanpur, Dera 
Ghazi Khan, Layyah, Bhakkar, 
Multan, Khanewal, Sahiwal, Oka-
ra, Pakpattan, Bahawalnagar, Ba-
hawalpur, and Rahimyar Khan 
from 01st May to 03rd May.
-storm is also expected in Kara-
chi, Hyderabad, Shaheed Bena-
zirabad, Mirpurkhas, Thatta and 
Badin during  May 1 and 2nd.
Dust-thunderstorm/ light rain is 
expected in D. I Khan, Bannu, 
Lakki Marwat, Waziristan, Mur-
ree, Galliyat, Islamabad/Rawal-
pindi, Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum, 
Mianwali, Khushab, Sargodha, 
Faisalabad, Toba Tek Sing, 
Jhang, Sheikhupura, Lahore, 
Hafizabad, Gujranwala, Sialkot, 
Narowal and Gujrat from 02nd 
to 04th May.

Pakistan, 
China welcome 

UNSC’s 
statement

UNITED NATIONS:  Pakistan 
and China Friday welcomed the 
UN Security Council’s statement 
calling for bringing those respon-
sible for the deadly terrorist at-
tack in the Karachi University to 
justice. “We expect international 
community’s full cooperation 
in identifying the perpetrators, 
organizers and sponsors of this 
terrorist act, and to hold them 
accountable,”  Ambassador Mu-
nir Akram’s said,  while react-
ing to the 15-member Council’s 
statement on Tuesday’s attack.
In his remarks, Chinese Am-
bassador Zhang jun said the 
Security Council’s statement 
underlined the need to bring 
those responsible for the hei-
nous attack to justice.  “The 
message is clear: Acts of terror 
are unjustifiable, criminal, and 
must be punished,” the Chinese 
envoy added. The attack, which 
was claimed by the Baloch Lib-
eration Army, resulted in the 
deaths of three Chinese nation-
als and one Pakistani as well as 
several injured. – APP

China urges 
all countries 
to combat 
terrorism 

BEIJING:  China on Friday said 
that terrorism was enemy of 
mankind and urged all the coun-
tries to strengthen coordination 
to combat this menace for global 
peace and stability.
Terrorism is a common enemy of 
mankind and fighting terrorism 
is the shared responsibility of the 
international community, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, 
Zhao Lijian said at a regular news 
briefing.  Three Chinese teachers 
and a Pakistani national were killed 
at the University of Karachi on 
Tuesday when their van came under 
terrorist attack. In a statement on 
Thursday, the United Nations Secu-
rity Council (UNSC) condemned in 
the strongest terms the heinous and 
cowardly terrorist attack on one of 
the Confucius Institutes at the Uni-
versity of Karachi. – Agencies

Taliban Frees 
35 Prisoners to 

Honor Eid
Web Desk

KABUL: Local officials of the 
southeastern Helmand prov-
ince have exempted dozens of 
prisoners and released them 
as the Muslims’ biggest festi-
val-Eid-ul-Fitr arrives, Bakhtar 
News Agency reported. The 35 
prisoners who were accused of 
various crimes were taken out 
of jail on Thursday, April 28, 
2022. Not only the Taliban but 
every Afghan government would 
release prisoners to honor Eid 
which is typically a period of ex-
emption. News Agency has quot-
ed the provincial judge Mawlawi 
Sidiqullah Mudaser saying the 
jailers were freed from two pris-
ons in the districts of Babaji and 
Musa Qala. One of the two big-
gest Muslim religious festivals-
Eid-ul-Fitr- that marks the end 
of the holy month of Ramadan is 
purportedly supposed to start in 
May the first of this year.
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Pakistan condemns terrorist  
attacks in Afghanitan
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly con-
demns terrorist attacks in Mazar-i-Sha-
rif, Afghanistan on 28 April 2022 caus-
ing loss of precious Afghan lives and 
injuring many others. The Government 
and people of Pakistan extend their 
sympathies, support and solidarity to 
the people of Afghanistan and particu-
larly with the bereaved families. We 

believe these heinous acts of terrorism 
against innocent Afghans are aimed at 
weakening the resolve of the Afghan 
nation in pursuit of peace, stability 
and progress. The targeting of Hazara 
and Shia community in Afghanistan 
through these acts of terrorism is also 
a matter of serious concern. We urge 
the international community to extend 
all possible support and assistance to 
Afghanistan in combating terrorism 
and overcoming these challenges.

Afghanistan: At least  
50 killed in Mosque blast 

Dozens of Afghan civilians have been killed in recent weeks in  
blasts, some of which have been claimed by the ISIL (ISIS) group

news desk

KABUL: A powerful explosion killed 
more than 50 worshippers after Friday 
prayers at a Kabul mosque, its leader 
said, amid a series of attacks on civilian 
targets in Afghanistan during the Muslim 
holy month of Ramadan.
The blast hit the Khalifa Sahib Mosque 
in the west of the capital in the early af-
ternoon, said Besmullah Habib, deputy 
spokesman for the interior ministry, who 
said the official confirmed death toll was 
10. The attack came as worshippers at 
the mosque gathered after Friday prayers 
for a congregation known as Zikr.
Sayed Fazil Agha, the head of the mosque, 
said someone they believed was a suicide 
bomber joined them in the ceremony and 
detonated explosives.
“Black smoke rose and spread every-
where, dead bodies were everywhere,” 
he told Reuters, adding that his nephews 

were among the dead. “I myself survived, 
but lost my beloved ones,” he said. Resi-
dent Mohammad Sabir said he had seen 
people being loaded into ambulances.
“The blast was very loud, I thought my 
eardrums were cracked,” he said.

Emergency Hospital in downtown Kabul 
said it was treating 21 patients wounded 
in the blast and two patients were dead 
on arrival. A nurse at another hospital, 
who declined to be identified, said it had 
received several wounded in critical con-

dition. A health source said hospitals had 
so far received at least 30 bodies in total.
Scores of Afghan civilians have been 
killed in recent weeks in blasts, some of 
which have been claimed by Deash. The 
latest attack came on the last Friday in 
the month of Ramadan in which most 
Muslims fast, and before the religious 
holiday of Eid next week.
The Taliban say they have secured the 
country since taking power in August 
and largely eliminated Daesh’s local 
offshoot, but international officials and 
analysts say the risk of a resurgence in 
militancy remains.
Many of the attacks have targeted the 
Shia, however Sunni mosques have also 
been attacked. Bombs exploded aboard 
two passenger vans carrying Shias in 
the northern city of Mazar-e-Sharif on 
Thursday, killing at least nine people. 
Last Friday, a blast tore through a Sun-
ni mosque during Friday prayers in the 
city of Kunduz, killing 33.

Islamabad: Ambassador  of Indonesia Adam Tugio hosted iftar dinner at his residence for Pakistani friends from think-tanks and media. 
Ambassadors of Thailand and Germany also attended the iftar dinner. – DNA

Ukraine says Russia  taking 'colossal losses' 
Monitoring Desk

KYIV: Ukraine acknowledged on Friday it was taking 
heavy losses in Russia's assault in the east, but said Rus-
sia's losses were even worse, as U.S. President Joe Bid-
en called on Congress to send as much as $33 billion to 
help Kyiv withstand the attack. The body of a journalist 
from U.S.-backed broadcaster Radio Liberty was found in 
rubble in the Ukrainian capital, killed in a Russian mis-
sile attack during a visit by the U.N. secretary-general. 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy praised Biden's offer of 
help, which amounts to nearly 10 times the aid Washing-
ton has sent so far since the war began on Feb. 24.
Having failed in an assault on Kyiv in the north of 
Ukraine last month, Russia is now trying to fully capture 
two eastern provinces known as Donbas.
Ukraine has acknowledged losing control of some towns 
and villages there since the assault began last week, but 

says Moscow's gains have come at a massive cost to a Rus-
sian force already worn down from its earlier defeat near 
the capital. "We have serious losses but the Russians' losses 
are much much bigger...They have colossal losses," presi-
dential adviser Oleksiy Arestovych said, without elaborat-
ing. Western officials said Russia had been suffering fewer 
casualties after narrowing the scale of its invasion but num-
bers were still "quite high". Zelenskiy's office said Russia 
was pounding the entire front line in the eastern Donetsk 
region with rockets, artillery, mortar bombs and aircraft. 
The Ukrainian general staff said Russia was shelling posi-
tions along the line of contact to prevent the Ukrainians 
from regrouping. A U.S. official said the Russian offensive 
in Donbas appeared to be beind schedule.
By pledging tens of billions of dollars in aid for Ukraine, 
Biden has dramatically increased U.S. involvement in the 
conflict. The United States and its allies are now sending 
heavy weapons including artillery, with  what Washing-
ton says is an aim not just to repel Russia's attack but to 

weaken its armed forces so it cannot menace its neigh-
bours again. "We need this bill to support Ukraine in its 
fight for freedom," Biden said. "The cost of this fight - it's 
not cheap - but caving to aggression is going to be more 
costly."   Zelenskiy tweeted: "Thank you @POTUS and 
the American people for their leadership in supporting 
Ukraine in our fight against Russian aggression. We de-
fend common values - democracy and freedom. We ap-
preciate the help. Today it is needed more than ever!"
While the proposed U.S. aid amounts to more than 20 
percent of Ukraine's 2020 GDP, the World Bank esti-
mates the war will cut more than 45 percent off Ukrain-
ian GDP this year and hit growth elsewhere around the 
world. Some of Russia's neighbours say they fear Mos-
cow could target them next. Russia has said the arrival 
of Western arms into Ukraine means it is now fighting 
a "proxy war" against NATO. President Vladimir Putin 
threatened unspecified retaliation this week, while his 
foreign minister warned of a threat of nuclear war.

Pakistan reports 
second polio case 

of year 2022
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordination 
on Friday confirmed that a two-
year-old girl was paralyzed by 
the wild polio-virus in the sec-
ond case in Pakistan this year.  
According to the spokesman of 
the Ministry of National Health 
Services, the child had an on-
set of paralysis on April 14. 
The new type-1 wild polio-virus 
(WPV1) was confirmed from 
North Waziristan on 29 April 
2022 by the Pakistan National 
Polio Laboratory at the Nation-
al Institute of Health in Islama-
bad, he added.
He said that, on 22 April, a 
15-month boy had been con-
firmed with wild polio with an 
onset of paralysis on April 9. 
Both children are from North 
Waziristan, Southern Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and be-
long to adjacent Union Coun-
cils of Mir Ali. The WPV1 cases 
are genetically linked and be-
long to the same virus cluster, 
further validating the Pakistan 
Polio Programme’s concerns 
for Southern KP, where contin-
uous virus circulation has been 
detected. 
“It is heartbreaking to learn 
that a two-year-old girl will 
be paralyzed for the rest of 
her life by a virus that has 
been eliminated in most parts 
of the world,” Minister for 

Health Qadir Patel said. “This 
is tragic for her family, for 
the community and all of us 
in Pakistan, but mostly for 
this child, who will live with 
an incurable disease that was 
entirely preventable.” 
“I am directly in contact with 
the Emergency Operations 
Centre for polio. They remain 
highly vigilant and are urgent-
ly working to ensure that the 
virus does not spread outside 
this particular area. I am per-
sonally looking into the case 
and detailed investigations per-
taining to it,” the health min-
ister said, adding, “After Eid, 
I will be visiting the province 
myself to monitor the situation 
on the ground.” 
The polio programme’s health 
workers on the frontline 
continue to reach children 
in North Waziristan despite 
challenging circumstances in 
hard-to-reach areas. Southern 
KP had been identified by the 
polio programme as the area 
most at risk after wild polio-
virus was detected in envi-
ronmental samples in the last 
quarter of 2021. Following this, 
an emergency action plan was 
initiated in January this year 
that is allowing the programme 
to reach more children than 
ever before and protect them 
from the paralytic virus before 
it affects more lives. – APP

Pakistan will seek Saudi 
action over protest at
Masjid-e-Nabvi: Sana

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The government 
has decided to request the author-
ities in Saudi Arabia to initiate 
action against those people who 
raised slogans at Masjid-e-Nabvi 
and misbehaved with Pakistani 
ministers during Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif’s visit.
Addressing a joint news con-
ference with Adviser to PM on 
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Bal-
tistan Qamar Zaman Kaira in 
Islamabad on Friday, Interior 
Minister Rana Sanaullah said 
that the government will request 
Saudi Arabia to take action 
against those who raised slogans 
at Masjid-e-Nabvi.
Rana Sanullah said the interior 
ministry has sought advice from 
the law ministry about taking 
legal action against the culprits. 
“My ministry is going to make 
a humble request to the Saudi 
government to take appropri-
ate action in this regard so that 
such behaviour is controlled. We 
will also apprise them that the 
whole nation passed through a 
stressful period when they came 
to know what happened at the 
holy mosque.” He added that 
the government will also request 
the kingdom to identify the cul-
prits through CCTV footage 
and share details with the gov-
ernment so that action is taken 

against them. "They should be 
sent back, they should not be 
allowed to stay there [Madinah], 
they don’t deserve to be at holy 
places as it could spark religious 
disharmony here," said Rana 
Sanaullah. Rana Sanaullah and 
Qamar Zaman Kaira vehement-
ly condemned the catcalls and 
jeers hurled at Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and his coterie 
at Masjid-e-Nabawi apparently 
by the supporters of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). 
The interior minister said the 
incident that took place in Mad-
inah the previous day was unfor-
tunate. “The incident is a dis-
grace to the entire nation. It was 

pre-planned and organised from 
Pakistan,” he maintained.
“It had been stated in a press 
conference a day earlier that 
people in Makkah and Madi-
nah will treat the government 
delegation badly,” Rana Sana 
pointed out. 
“Such incidents are regrettable. 
Insulting people will make poli-
tics difficult. You [PTI] have test-
ed our patience for four years,” 
he warned. Rana Sana said that 
he, as a president of PML-N 
Punjab, was under intense pres-
sure as the party workers were 
encouraging him for giving the 
PTI leaders the taste of their 
own medicine.


