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Big opportunities 
of investment in 
tech sector: PM

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday said that as Pakistan of-
fered huge opportunities of investment in 
technology sector, foreign tech companies 
would be facilitated in all respects with re-
gards to investment and expansion.
The current government intends to increase 
the IT exports of Pakistan from USD 1.5 bil-
lion to USD 15 billion in the coming year and 
for that close collaboration with Huawei will 
result in the provision of training to the youth 
of Pakistan through various mean including 
setting up a university, he added. The Prime 
Minister said this in a meeting with Yi Xiang, 
Senior Vice President of the Middle East and 
Africa Region of Huawei. He emphasized that 
investments in tech sector would increase 
employment and skills enhancement of Paki-
stani youth, especially women as the govern-
ment was focused on increasing the number 
of women in e-commerce sector by providing 
them the suitable environment to get them-
selves trained and raise capital, a press re-
lease issued by the PM Media Wing here said.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: President of Middle East &Africa Region of Huawei, Mr. Yi Xiang and charge d’ 
Affairs China Embassy, Ms Pang Chunxue call on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. – DNA
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Kaira slams 
Indian state 

terrorism 
Khayam abbaSi

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 
the Prime 
M i n i s t e r 
on Kashmir 
Affairs and 
Gilgit-Balti-
stan, Qamar 

Zaman Kaira has strongly 
condemned the state ter-
rorism unleashed by Modi-
led fascist government in 
Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
J&K). In a statement on 
Friday, he said that inno-
cent Kashmiri youth are 
being martyred in the garb 
of search operations. He 
said that the Kashmir dis-
pute must be resolved ac-
cording to UN resolutions. 
On Friday, Pakistan reject-
ed the “so-called Delimita-
tion Commission” report 
for the occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir, stressing 
that the Indian govern-
ment must refrain from 
bringing about any illegal 
demographic changes in 
the held territory.

PML-N must 
be behind 
accident

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 

Te h r e e k - i -
Insaf (PTI) 
leader Shah-
baz Gill 
alleged on 
Friday that 

PML-N leaders, including 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif and Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah “must be involved” 
in the car crash — which he 
claims was an attempt on his 
life — on the M-2 Motorway 
in which he was injured a day 
ago. “Shehbaz Sharif sahab, 
along with Rana Sanaullah 
and other friends, must be 
involved in this accident,” 
Gill told reporters outside 
the Islamabad High Court 
as he described the circum-
stances of the incident. Gill, 
donning a neck brace and an 
arm sling, added that he had 
given his lawyers the names 
of seven people that “want 
to get me killed” and who 
should be held responsible in 
case any harm came to him 
or former prime minister Im-
ran Khan. He said they har-
boured similar intentions for 
Imran Khan. “As his chief of 
staff, I fear an attack on him 
[as well],” he added.

Briefs

Pakistan, US
resolve to

solidify ties

NewS DeSK

ISLAMABAD: United States Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken on Friday tele-
phoned Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhut-
to-Zardari to congratulate him on becom-
ing the country’s new foreign minister.
Taking to Twitter, Bilawal confirmed that he 
received the call from his American counter-
part and thanked him for the felicitations. 
Per the tweet, during the phone call, the 
two sides talked about strengthening the 
mutually beneficial and broad-based rela-
tionship between Pakistan and the United 
States. The two leaders also spoke about 
the promotion of peace and security in the 
country as well as the region at large.

According to the tweet, the leaders also 
vowed to engage in a mutually respectful way 
moving forward. PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto-Zardari had taken oath as the country’s 
youngest foreign minister on April 27, break-
ing the records earlier set by his grandfather 
and a party leader. President Arif Alvi admin-
istered the oath to the Oxford-educated PPP 
chairman, who is 33 years, seven months, 
and six days of age — a development that 
came after much delay and deliberation.
Earlier on Wednesday, the spokesman for 
the United States Department of State 
Ned Price said in a statement that the US 
will continue cooperating with Pakistan on 
counterterrorism and border security and 
reiterated Washington’s condemnation of 
last month’s terrorist attack on Karachi 
University, amid a spike in the such attacks 
across the country. “We value our bilateral 
relationship. We want to continue to work 
together in areas where we do have mutual 
interests with our Pakistani partners. That 
includes counterterrorism. That includes 
border security as well,” Spokesman Ned 
Price had said at his daily press briefing.

Continued on Page 06

The two leaders also spoke about the 
promotion of peace and security in the 
country as well as the region at large

6 working 
days to 

continue
ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government on Friday an-
nounced that its employees 
will continue with a six-day 
work week and will not re-
vert to five working days. Fol-
lowing the approval of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
the Establishment Division 
issued a notification stating 
that the working hours of 
government offices have 
been changed to 8 am to 3 
pm while on Fridays, work-
ing hours will be from 8 am 
to 1 pm. Earlier, office hours 
were from 9 am to 5 pm. On 
April 12, taking charge of the 
Prime Minister’s Office, pre-
mier Shehbaz announced a 
six-day workweek for govern-
ment offices. – APP

muNiR faiSal

ATTOCK: PML-N Vice President Mar-
yam Nawaz has said that Imran Khan 
put the nation in ‘Langar Khanas’ and 
kept himself busy in looting the treas-

ury. Addressing the Fateh Jang Jalsa, 
she said that the people were happy to 
get rid of Imran Khan.
She said that Imran Khan is not sad-
dened by the loss of his government, 
but he is heartbroken about becoming 
the Prime Minister of Shahbaz Sharif.

She said that those who have cleaned 
the boots all their lives do not see an-
ything other than that. Imran Khan did 
nothing but take revenge for 4 years and 
did not allow anyone to work. She said 
that when Usman Bazdar became the 
Chief Minister, there was no electricity 
in our villages. When he left, there was 
no electricity in the whole Punjab.
She said that Imran Khan has lost his 
sanity because he has lost his mental 
balance. Sometimes he shows fake let-
ters, sometimes he accuses of conspir-
acy.  Maryam Nawaz said that even the 
story of Farah Khan has reached Fateh 
Jang. Farah Khan’s second name is Im-
ran Khan. Imran Khan never made a 
statement for his sister Aleema Baji. 
Imran Khan comes on TV to save Fa-
rah Khan and says that he did nothing.

Imran looted treasury, will be 
held accountable: Maryam

She said that Imran Khan is heartbroken about 
Shahbaz Sharif becoming the Prime Minister

Bilawal, Blinken talk on phone

Will announce march 
any day after May 20

DNA
MIANWALI: Former prime minister and PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan on Friday told his 
party’s workers to remain prepared for the 
long march to Islamabad, saying he would an-
nounce the final date any day after May 20.
Addressing a gathering in his hometown, 
Mianwali, he said a sea of people would 
reach the capital to demand only one 
thing - elections. “Let people decide who 
will rule us. We will not accept any im-
ported government.” Imran told his work-
ers that neither containers placed on the 
route could stop them from their march 
nor Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah, who 
he claimed had committed “18 murders”. 

Continued on Page 06

‘Never wanted 
to bring my 

own army chief’
NewS DeSK

ISLAMABAD: Former prime minister 
and PTI Chairman Imran Khan said he 
never wanted to bring his own army chief 
and that he never meddled in Pakistan 
Army’s affairs. In a podcast on Thursday 
night, he spoke on reports of a “disagree-
ment” between him and Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 

Continued on Page 06

PM directs measures 
to curb wheat 

smuggling, theft
Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday directed the authorities 
concerned to formulate an urgent strategy 
against the corruption and theft of wheat 
and for the construction of the silos for 
storage. The prime minister, chairing a 
high-level meeting to examine the wheat 
production, available stock and expected 
consumption, said the construction of the 
silos would help curb theft and corruption.
He told the meeting that despite being an 
agricultural country, Pakistan had been 
compelled to import wheat instead of meet-
ing its own needs, just due to the wrong 
decisions and delayed strategies. The 
meeting was told that wheat production of 
26.173 million metric tons was expected 
this year against the target of 28.89 million 

Continued on Page 06

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on Saturday 
on account of weekly off 
therefore there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

France 
condemns 

Karachi 
attack
Assures 

solidarity to 
Pakistan

DNa
ISLAMABAD:  France has 
strongly condemned the ter-
rorist attack in Karachi Uni-
versity. According to a state-
ment issued by the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
the French authorities as-
sured the Pakistani side of 
its solidarity as they deal with 
the scourge of terrorism.
The statement reads as 
“France condemns in the 
strongest possible terms 
terrorist attack at Karachi 
University. The Balcoh Lib-
eration Army claimed credit 
for the attack, which killed 
Pakistani and Chinese civil-
ians and left several injured. 
France offers its condolenc-
es to the families and loved 
ones of the victims of this 
cowardly, despicable act. It 
wishes those inured a speedy 
recovery. France assures the 
Pakistani authorities of its 
solidarity as they deal with 
the scourge of terrorism”.

Imran tells workers

Addressing a gathering, he says a sea of people 
would reach capital to demand elections



Ulema for action 
against miscreants 

involved in 
Madinah incident 

ISLAMABAD:  Ulema and Mashaikh hailing from all 
schools of thought on Friday urged to take action against 
the miscreants for violating the sanctity of Masjid-e-Nabvi.
Addressing people during the Friday’s sermons, they said 
those who desecrated the Prophet’s Mosque had tarnished 
the image of Pakistan across the globe.
Regarding former Human Rights Minister Dr Shireen 
Mazari’s letter written to the United Nations special 
rapporteurs against the misuse of blasphemy law, the 
Ulema and Mashaikh said if the blasphemy law was mis-
used at any place, then there were courts and national 
institutions to sort out the issue.
They said Shireen Mazari’s letter would strengthen an-
ti-blasphemy and anti-religion forces across the world. Pa-
kistan Thehreek-e-Insaf Chief Imran Khan should ask her 
to withdraw the letter in the larger national interest, they 
appealed. They said the unruly mob violated the sanctity 
of Masjid-e-Nabvi with a systematic planning which had not 
happened in 100 years of history.
Ulema and Mashaikh said the nation expected Imran Khan 
and the PTI to openly condemn the disgraceful incident.
They said political differences should not lead to the extent 
of revenge and hatred. It was unfortunate that the sancti-
ties were being targeted under the guise of political differ-
ences as a malicious campaign was being launched against 
the Pakistan Army, they added.
They said nobody would be allowed to misuse the blas-
phemy law in the country and welcomed the steps taken 
by the prime minister in that regard.
The Ulema and Mashaikh included Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil Chairman Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi, 
Maulana Dr Abu Bakar Siddique (Islamabad), Allama 
Abdul Haq Mujahid (Multan), Qazi Matiullah Saeedi (Gu-
jrat), Maulana Asadullah Farooq (Lahore), Maulana Asad 
Zakaria (Karachi), Maulana Haq Nawaz Khalid, Maulana 
Obaidullah Gormani, Allama Tahir-ul-Hassan (Faisalabad), 
Maulana Muhammad Shafi Qasmi, Maulana Hanif Usmani 
(Sahiwal), Pir Asad Habib Shah Jamali and others. – APP

In the court of miss  
Misbah Hussain sahiba 

family Judge Jhelum
Title of case:  
BATOOL ARSHAD etc VS  

IFTKHAR AHMED
Respondent: iftkhar 
ahmed s/o matali khan
r/o marala p/o khas Tehsil 
And District Mandi Baha-
uddin permanent address 
Leninring 62, BUT 20W, 
18246 MV Germany 
Claim: Dissolatin of  mar-
riage 
In each case, the respond-
ent are informed through 
advertisement. 
As there is not possible 
to call the respondent  
through Summon in the in-
stant case so through proc-
lamation in Newspaper, 
you are directed to appear 
or legal advisor in the court 
on 07-05-2022 at 8:00AM, 
otherwise ex-parte pro-
ceedings will be initiated.

COURT NOTICE
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Imran Govt removed 
through democratic 
process: ANP leader

DNA

PESHAWAR:  General Sec-
retary of the Awami Nation-
al Party, Main Iftikhar Hus-
sain here Friday said that 
Government of Imran Khan 
was removed purely through 
a democratic and constitu-
tional process after he had 
lost confidence of his allied 
parties and the parliament.
He said Imran Khan was the 
first Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, who was ousted through 
a successful no confidence 
motion. Talking to office 
bearers of Pabbi Press Club 
Nowshera, he said that Imran 
Khan had lost confidence of 

both the allied parties and 
parliament and his agitation 
politics and public meetings 
was now aimless. He said 
Imran Khan has failed to 

address people problems de-
spite his party nine years rule 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Mian Iftikhar said that 
Imran Khan had deceived 

masses in the name of 
change and religion and his 
new baseless narrative of 
lettergate would face the 
same fate as of the so called 
change narrative.
He said Imran Khan should 
stop hue and cry now after 
his baseless narrative of 
foreign  conspiracy was re-
jected by former Pakistani 
Ambassador at US Asad Ma-
jeed Khan and twice by the 
National Security Commit-
tee. Mian Iftikhar said ANP 
was standing with democ-
racy and constitution. He 
said that electoral reforms 
should be made so that no 
one could raise fingers on 
the election results. 10990 metric tons wheat 

confiscated from hoarders
IshfAq MughAl

FAISALABAD: As many as 10990 
metric tons wheat has been confiscat-
ed from hoarders/smugglers during 
771 raids in going wheat procurement 
campaign and 9 FIRs have registered 
against culprits in four districts of 
Faisalabad Division. 
It was informed by Divisional Com-
missioner Zahid Hussain while 
chairing a meeting to review imple-

mentation on wheat procurement 
campaign in division. He further in-
formed that teams of district admin-
istration and food department had 
jointly taking action against hoarder 
and smugglers. 
He said that action against flour mills 
have also underway and 242 show-
cause have been given while licence of 
three mills cancelled and 4 were sus-
pended besides more than 10 million 
fine was also imposed. 
He told that 15616 farmers have 

been accomodated at wheat procure-
ment center and so far 112% barda-
na has been distributed and 91.56 
% wheat have been precured from 
farmers. Divisional Commissioner 
asked the Deputy Commissioners 
to monitor the wheat procurement 
campaign in letter and spirit and 
all necessary arrangements should 
be maintained till the end.  He di-
rected to take Stern action against 
smugglers and hoarders and report 
should be provided to him every-day. 

FAISALABAD: Divisional Commissioner Zahid Hussain chairs a meeting regarding wheat 
procurement. – DNA

Rescue-1122 
responded to 21,974 

emergencies
LAHORE: Punjab Emergency Service (PES) 
Director-General Dr Rizwan Naseer Friday 
said that Rescue-1122 Emergency Ambu-
lance, Rescue and Fire Services responded 
to 21,974 emergencies 
in all districts of Punjab 
during five Eid holidays. 
These emergencies 
included 6,929 road 
traffic crashes with 58 
deaths, 11,729 medical 
emergencies with 496 
deaths, 673 crime inci-
dents with 22 deaths, 30 
drowning emergencies 
with 19 deaths, 769 fire 
emergencies with two 
deaths, 472 delivery 
emergencies, 390 falls 
& slipping cases with 
five deaths, 111 cases 
of electric shock, 147 occupational injuries, 
33 burn cases, seven structural cases, 552 
miscellaneous emergencies and 132 animal 
rescue operations were performed. 
While chairing a Zoom meeting of District 
Emergency Officers, the DG appreciated 
the Rescuers who sacrificed their Eid to 
perform duties during holidays. However, 
he expressed serious concern over the loss 
of precious human lives and disabilities due 
to road traffic crashes and drowning emer-
gencies during Eid holidays.
The District Emergency Officers said that 
the highest number of emergencies took 
place in Lahore with 3,100 emergencies, fol-
lowed by Faisalabad with 1,692 emergencies, 

Multan with 1,539 emergencies, Gujranwala 
with 1,259 emergencies and Bahawalpur 
with 1,021 emergencies and the lowest num-
ber of 174 emergencies in Jhelum.

During the meeting 
Emergency Officer 
Murree briefed about 
forest fire incidents, 
DEO Rawalpindi in-
formed about major 
fire in Sabzi Mandi 
and major road traf-
fic crashes when a 
72-seater bus fell into a 
ditch resulted in 11 in-
juries and two deaths. 
DEO Lahore briefed 
about fire incidents in 
ICU of Jinnah Hospital 
and Bakar Mandi at 
Shahpur Kanjran. DEO 

Pakpattan briefed about the fire incident 
and cylinder blast; DEO Sahiwal apprised 
about the Nisa cosmetics factory fire in-
cident. The District Emergency Officers 
of Rahim Yar Khan, Muzaffargarh, Jhang, 
Chakwal, Sheikhupura, and Okara briefed 
about drowning incidents in their respec-
tive districts during Eid holidays. DEO 
Okara also shared an interesting drowning 
emergency in which water rescue teams 
were deployed to search a seven-year-old 
child but he was found sleeping under box-
es in his own house.
The DG appreciated all Rescuers who per-
formed their duty on Eidul Fitr by sacrific-
ing their own Eid. – APP 

PTI's govt damaged economy but now  
it is improving rapidly: Naveed Qamar

DNA

HYDERABAD: Federal Minister for 
Commerce Syed Naveed Qamar on 
Friday said that the previous gov-
ernment had damaged the country's 
economy and exports were reduced 
to zero but now the situation was 
improving on fast track. Addressing 
the meet-the-press here at a local 
press club, Syed Naveed Qamar said 
that after the fall of PTI's govern-
ment, the people breathed a sigh of 
relief as the prior government had 
violated the constitution and law.
He said that it was unconstitutional 

for the Governor of Punjab to write 
a letter to the Army Chief.
When asked about the possible ar-

rest of Imran Khan, Syed Naveed 
Qamar responded that it was a 
matter of law and not of the govern-
ment, and added that PTI should 
fulfill its duty by marching to Is-
lamabad within the ambit of law. 
Naveed further warned of legal ac-
tion in case anyone breaks the law 
during the march. "The issue is not 
electronic voting or internet voting, 
but holding transparent elections is 
the real problem", Naveed Qamar 
voiced, adding that country was 
standing at a crossroads from where 
we could not move back, therefore 
moving forward was only option.
In response to a question, he re-

marked that the previous govern-
ment had destroyed the economy 
and now the export had reached to 
20 billion dollars.
Rejecting the impression of any 
external conspiracy in the change 
of government, the Federal Minis-
ter alleged that the former Prime 
Minister was carrying a fake let-
ter. Qamar stated that the present 
government will complete its term 
and the next elections will be held 
in 2023. The Deputy Commission-
er Yasir Bhatti and SSP Abdullah 
Memon, Mir Kazim Talpur and 
other officers were also present 
on the occasion.

Police arrest man 
who hit Gill’s vehicle

DNA

LAHORE:  Police on Friday arrested the 
man who hit Shahbaz Gill’s vehicle and 
termed the entire episode as an accident, 
claiming that he had not committed the 
act intentionally.
The police while sharing details of the ve-
hicle that was involved in the accident said 
that it was owned by Tahir Nazir, who is a 
resident of Muridke, however, he had given 
his vehicle on rent to a man named Wajahat 
Ali. “Wajahat Ali was traveling with his fami-

ly when he met an accident,” the owner told 
police as authorities arrested the suspect 
and also took possession of the vehicle.
Wajahat Ali claimed that he stopped at the 
incident site briefly but later ran away out 
of fear after he saw Shahbaz Gill coming 
out of his vehicle. Police after statements 
from the suspects concluded that evidence 
and probe point it to be an accident which 
occurred due to negligence of Wajahat Ali. 
They further clarified that it was not a pre-
meditated attempt to hit Gill. “We are hand-
ing over the suspect to Hafizabad police for 
further probe,” the police said. 

6 injured in 
honey bees 

attack
DNA

FAISALABAD: Six persons 
were injured due to attack 
of honey bees in the area of 
Balochni police station. 
A spokesperson for Res-
cue-1122 said on Friday 
that some schoolchildren 
teased the honey bees by 
throwing stone on their 
hive in Chak No 67-RB. 
As a result, a bee swarm 
attacked and injured four 
children including Sufiyan 
(10), Bilal (12), Muhammad 
Ali (6), Rehan (11) and two 
teachers including Usman 
Khan (32) and Jaffar Hus-
sain (30). The Rescue-1122 
personnel shifted the in-
jured to hospital where 
their condition was stated 
out of danger, he added.

Severe heat 
wave likely 
to persist in 
southern KP

DNA
PESHAWAR: Regional Met 
Office, Peshawar on Friday 
predicted severe heat wave 
conditions in southern 
parts of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa during next week, said 
a dispatch of the Provincial 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) to all Dep-
uty Commissioners of the 
province here on Friday.
It said that a high pressure sys-
tem in the upper atmosphere 
is likely to prevail over the 
region during next week and 
under the influence of this sys-
tem the day temperatures are 
likely to increase gradually in 
most parts of the province es-
pecially in the southern parts 
from Sunday (May 07, 2022). 
It said that day temperatures 
(maximum temperatures) are 
likely to remain 07-09 C above 
normal in most districts of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
The possible impacts of the 
high pressure system are 
that very hot and dry weath-
er conditions may cause 
heat stroke, water stress 
on water reservoirs, crops, 
vegetables and orchards.

2.5 million housing  
units required to cater 

people’s demands
PESHAWAR:  Muhammad Waqas Anjum, 
Assistant Director, Provincial Housing Au-
thority (PHA), on Friday said that around 
than 10 million housing units including 
2.5 million in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were 
required to cater the growing housing de-
mand of people in the country. Muhammad 
Waqas Anjum, Assistant Director, Provin-
cial Housing Authority (PHA), told APP on 
Friday that Pakistan was facing a shortfall 
of around 10 million houses including 2.5 
million in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
He said Naya Pakistan Housing Program 
has conducted a survey regarding shortfall 
of houses and revealed that five million 
houses of five marla were required in Pa-
kistan includ-
ing 7,50,000 
in Khyber 
Pa k h t u n k h -
wa.  Waqas 
said 2,62,500 
kanal land 
was needed 
for construc-
tion of these 
five marla 
housing units. 
He said Peshawar was facing a shortfall of 
104, 897 houses while 58,309 houses re-
quired in Mardan, 65,749 in Swat, 39,981 
in DI Khan, 39,919 in Swabi, 39,712 in 
Charsadda, 38,244 in Mansehra, 37, 313 in 
Nowshera and 35, 282 in Lower Dir.
He said about 32,751 were needed in 
Abbottabad, 28,697 in Bannu, 24,646 in 
Haripur, 24,421 in Kohat, 23,255 in Up-
per Dir, 20,048 in Buner, 21,529 in Lakki 
Marwat, 19,281 in Kohistan, 18620 in 
Shangla, 17,699 in Malakand, 17,355 in 
Karak, 17,748 in Hangu, 11,711 in Bata-
gram, 10,992 in Chitral, 9,629 in Tank and 
4,211 in Torghar. He said only 6,500 kanal 
land was available in Peshawar, 560 kanal 
in Swat, 377 kanal in Charsadda, 300 kanal 
and 8,300 land in Hangu for construction of 
affordable houses.  Waqas Anjum said the 

current demand for new housing units was 
growing at the rate of 600,000 houses per 
year and if we add five lakh more houses 
than 1.1 million units per annum would be 
required to clear the existing backlog of 10 
million houses in next 20 years. He said 15 
housing projects including work on Hangu 
township on 8,400 kanal was launched in 
KP to cater people requirements.
The official said that 10,500 housing units in 
Hangu would  be constructed with an estimat-
ed cost of Rs10 billion in next three to five 
years. Three high rise buildings at Nishtara-
bad, Warsak-I and Warsak-II in Peshawar are 
being launched where 900 residential flats 
would be constructed, he said, adding con-

sultants were 
hired for War-
sak-I covering 
4.14 kanal 
and War-
sak-II of 3.8 
kanal costing 
Rs3,500 mil-
lion.  Similar-
ly, a 20 sto-
rey high rise 
building on 

36 kanal would be constructed at Nishtarabad 
in Peshawar City where 300 low-cost residen-
tial flats to be built for the underprivileged 
and poor families. Similarly, 2,056 residential 
flats were constructed for industrial workers 
with an estimated cost of Rs5.93 billion at 
Shahi Bala.
He said Rehman Baba Complex Peshawar 
would be constructed on 79 kanal where 
2,180 residential flats would be construct-
ed in three years. Jalozai housing project 
in Nowshera is being constructed on 8,400 
kanal where about 9,000 housing units 
would be constructed besides 1, 300 res-
idential flats are being built. Under PHA 
Foundation and KP government’s joint ven-
ture project, he said 8, 000 low-cost hous-
ing units in first phase would be construct-
ed at Surizai Peshawar. – APP

“Rehman Baba Complex 
Peshawar would be 

constructed on 79 kanal 
where 2,180 residential 

flats would be constructed 
in three years”

Neuro unit 
inaugurated 

at DHQ
PESHAWAR:  Focal Person 
to Chief Minister Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Asyia 
Asad on Saturday inaugu-
rated Neurosurgery unit 
constructed at cost of RS. 
90 million  in DHQ hospital 
Dera Ismail Khan.
Provincial Minister for Lo-
cal Government and Rural 
Development, Faisal Amin 
Khan and PTI MNA Ali Amin 
Khan Ghandapur  were also 
present at the inauguration 
ceremony. Dr. Asyia Asad, 
speaking on the occasion, 
said that DHQ hospital D.I 
Khan had a 34 bed trauma 
with a daily admission of 
more than 300 patients and 
the extension of trauma was 
urgently needed to save pre-
cious human lives.
She appreciated Chief Min-
ister Mahmood Khan and 
Health Minister Taimur  
Khan Jhagra for establishing 
the Neurosurgery unit.
She said that D.I Khan is 
the second largest district 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
with vast catchment area 
including merged districts 
having no neurosurgery 
unit and patients with head 
injury would be referred to 
either Multan or Peshawar, 
resulting in death of most 
patients. She said that now 
patients could be treated lo-
cally lowering mortality rate 
due to neurotrauma. – APP
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NHA for 
ensuring 
smooth 

traffic flow
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  National 
Highway Authority (NHA) 
has taken steps to ensure 
smooth flow of traffic in 
Abbottabad city and it had 
rehabilitated the city por-
tion of Abbottabad so far. 
An official of NHA told APP 
on Friday that the remain-
ing portion between Allah 
HooChowk and Havelian In-
terchange would be rehabili-
tated after the finalization of 
the procurement of periodic 
maintenance contracts.
The official said that traffic 
management in the city was 
the responsibility of the traf-
fic police and local adminis-
tration; however, the NHA 
always remained in close 
coordination for any assis-
tance and cooperation in this 
regard.  He said that estimate 
for the installation of a pedes-
trian bridge at SarbanChowk 
is in the process of approval 
by the Competent Authority. 
Moreover, he said that the 
NHA has initiated the wid-
ening and improvement of 
the Abbottabad Built-up 
Area Project from Muslim 
Abad to ShaheenaJamil 
Hospital.  The total length 
of the Project was 17 km.  
The project included three 
packages 6.8 km Muslim-
abad-Bus stand package, 
a 1.6 km bus stand- Al-
lah HooChowk package, 
and an 8.5 km Allah Hoo-
Chowk-APS package.

03 robbers 
held; weapons 

recovered
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad 
police have arrested three 
robbers who escaped after fir-
ing on police during a raid in 
Dhok Ramzanian area of PS 
Tarnol, a police spokesman 
said. He said that, Tarnol po-
lice team got information that 
the robbers involved in case 
FIR No. 517/22 who escaped 
after firing on a raiding po-
lice party were coming from 
Dhok chhoi, Sarae Kharboo-
za to Sarae madhu sangjani 
toll plaza. On this informa-
tion, a police team headed 
by SHO Tarnol Muhammad 
Iqbal Gujjar with other offi-
cials erected a picket at sarae 
madhu and started checking. 
During the checking, the 
police party stopped three 
suspected persons riding 
on two motorbikes after 
taking all safety measures. 
During searching the sus-
pected persons, a police 
party recovered one kal-
ashnikov, two pistols with 
ammunition from their 
possession.  The accused 
were later identified as 
Abdul Razzaq s/o Nasir, 
Zohaib s/o Iqbal Khan 
and Sikandar Badshash 
residents of Tarnol who 
were involved in firing at 
a police party on 30 April, 
2022 during a raid.  

Citizen’s 
safety; our 
foremost 

priority: IGP
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Muhammad Ahsan 
Younas said that Islamabad 
police is taking all out ef-
forts to secure the lives and 
property of the citizens.  He 
said this while holding khuli 
kachehri in the Central police 
office to listen to the public 
as well as police official’s is-
sues. 09 citizens and police 
officials attended the khuli 
kachehri held on Friday.  He 
marked applications to the 
concerned officers and di-
rected them to resolve on a 
given time frame and send a 
report to his office. IGP also 
marked one application of cit-
izen to SDPO Saddar against 
the investigation officer and 
directed him to investigate it 
on merit and send the report 
within three days.
He also strictly directed all 
zonal officers to listen to 
public complaints and resolve 
them purely on merit. “No 
laxity will be tolerated in this 
regard” he added.  Islamabad 
police chief emphasized that 
Islamabad police are com-
mitted to resolve the public 
grievances on priority and on 
merit. “We are public serv-
ants and to secure the life 
and property of the citizens 
is our foremost priority” the 
IGP maintained.
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National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

MAY
May 03 / Poland

National Day

May 06 / Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06 / UAe
Armed Forces Day

May 07 / Kazakstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08 / Czech republic
National Day 

May 09 / european Union
National Day

May 17 / Norway
Constitution Day

May 21 / Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/ Yemen republic
Re-unification Day  

(National Day)

May 24 / eritrea
National Day

May 25 / lebanon
Liberation and  

Resistance Day

May 25 / Argentina
National Day

May 25 / Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 / Azerbaijan
Republic Day

May 28 / ethiopia
National Day

May 31 / Brunei
Armed Forces Day

islAMABAD: Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, Yerzhan Kistafin met with the Chairman of the CDA, Amir Ali Ahmad. – DNA

rCCi to organize technology 
conference in June 2022
Stalls for robots, drones, digital products, medical  

equipment and IT products will be displayed
RAWALPINDI: A technology conference 
and exhibition organized by the Rawalpin-
di Chamber of Commerce will be held in 
the first week of June. Chamber President 
Nadeem Rauf said in a statement that the 
purpose of the exhibition is to highlight the 
problems faced by IT companies and find 
solutions to them, as well as to inform the 
business community about modern trends 
such as artificial intelligence.
The Conference and the exhibition will be 
held at a local hotel in Rawalpindi from June 

3 to 4 in which renowned IT companies 
and Institutes from across Paki-
stan exhibit their products. The 
stalls for robots, drones, dig-
ital products, medical equip-
ment and IT products will be 
displayed.
President Nadeem Rauf 
said that the IT sector in 
Pakistan has become an in-
dustry. There is a need to 
raise awareness about the 

use of modern technology in Paki-
stan and to facilitate customers 
and encourage Pakistani IT com-

panies. “We have to equip 
ourselves to meet the future 
challenges of technology 
and this is the right time 
to get the latest informa-

tion on Robotics, Business 
Automation, Smart Health 
Solutions, e-logistics and 3 

D Technologies”, he added.

RCCI president further added that in 
Pakistan the IT industry had great po-
tential and urged the government to 
provide a favourable environment for 
the promotion of IT in different sec-
tors including banking (e-banking), 
medicine (telemedicine) and manufac-
turing (e-designing).
With the increase of internet penetration 
in Pakistan, he said, the IT sector offered 
huge potential for local companies to join 
hands with multinational companies.

Senate body on HR takes 
notice over Madinah incident

Relevant authorities should attend the committee and inform  
the committee members about the incident and registration of FIR

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Human Rights on Friday 
took notice of Masjid-e-Nabvi incident 
and subsequent registration of FIRs.
The briefing was summoned from 
the Ministry of Human Rights, Min-
istry of Home Affairs, IGP Punjab 
and CPO Faisalabad. The meeting 
of the committee has been con-
vened in the House of Parliament 
on 9 May 2022.
Relevant authorities should attend the 
committee and inform the committee 

members about the incident and regis-
tration of FIR, said Chairperson of the 
Standing Committee on Human Rights 
Senator Waleed Iqbal.
Waleed Iqbal said the briefing ses-
sion has been summoned from the 
relevant authorities on various is-
sues like how many FIRs have been 
registered in the country so far as a 
result of this incident and what are 
the details?
An information session has also been 
summoned to discuss in details the 
matter on alleged misuse of sections 
295, 295A and 296 of the Pakistani 
Penal Code, including ‘offenses relat-

ed to religion’. Waleed Iqbal said that 
briefing on alleged misuse of 296, in-
cluding ‘crimes related to religion’, 
has been sought, adding were the 
requirements of Section 196 of the 
Penal Code, 1898, complied with be-
fore the registration of the said FIR?
The briefing also questions if the 
crime was committed in Saudi Ara-
bia, are there similar cases?
Chairman of the Humanitarian Com-
mittee Senator Waleed Iqbal has 
sought details and said if no such 
cases were registered in Saudi Ara-
bia, on what basis were these cases 
registered in Pakistan?

ITP organizes 2,164 road safety  
education workshops during ongoing Year
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad Traffic 
Police (ITP) is striving to ensure 
traffic discipline and minimize 
violation of rules through edu-
cating road users and arranged 
2,164 road safety workshops dur-
ing the ongoing Year.
These traffic workshops were 
arranged for driving license ap-
plicants, volunteers, students of 
educational institutions and staff of 
government and non-government 

organizations. In a bid to educate 
motorists on the correct traffic 
procedures, in charge ITP Educa-
tion Wing Inspector (Traffic) Rana 
Muhammad Ishtiaq said that ITP is 
arranging such workshops and cre-
ating  awareness amongst people 
about consequences of traffic rules 
violations, including over speeding, 
one-wheeling, inappropriate num-
ber plates, juvenile driving, lane-line 
discipline, zebra crossing, the use of 
helmets and so on.
He said this effort is meant to in-
fuse traffic discipline, which will 

help protect the lives and property 
of road users. The Inspector (Traf-
fic) said road safety workshops 
were being arranged in govern-
ment and private organizations, 
including educational institutions, 
to sensitize road users about var-
ious traffic rules. The awareness 
campaign for the safety of road 
users is in full swing, he added. 
In this regard, special teams have 
been constituted to teach road 
users how to ensure their safety 
before travelling on roads, particu-
larly motorbike riders were being 

advised how to take the left lane 
while travelling.
The Inspector (Traffic) said that 
these teams were performing du-
ties at various main roads of the 
city and briefing motorbike riders 
and other motorists about safety.
Those motorbike riders driving 
without helmets and side mirrors 
or having defective indicators, 
headlights, rear lights and speed 
metres are being cautioned and 
urged to get their bikes and vehi-
cles repaired. He explained that a 
number of motorbike riders suffer 

road accidents due to faulty lights 
or indicators. Traffic police also put 
up banners at key points on roads, 
besides the radio station of police is 
regularly airing programs to apprise 
transporters, drivers and citizen on 
traffic law and safety measures. 
He said that pamphlets are also 
distributed among the road users 
urging them to follow traffic rules 
and help ITP in its efforts to en-
sure traffic discipline in the city.
An exemplary traffic system would 
be ensured in the city through co-
operation of citizens, he added.

Footballs 
exports 

witness 40.33 
pc increase

ISLAMABAD:  Footballs 
exports during the first 
nine months of fiscal year 
of 2021-22 grew up by 40.33 
percent as compared to the 
exports of the commodity 
during the corresponding 
period of last year.
During the period from 
July-March 2021-22, Foot-
balls worth US $132,936 
were exported as com-
pared to the exports of 
US $ 94,730 during the 
same period of last year. 
According to the data 
released by the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics, the 
exports of Sports goods 
increased by 35.23 per-

cent,  worth US $ 259,851 
as compared to exports of 
$192,160 during the same 
period of last year.
Meanwhile, Gloves exports 
also increased by 16.36 per-
cent as the exports during 
current fiscal year recorded 
worth US $56,702 as com-
pared to the exports during 
the same period of last year 
which recorded US $48,731. 
During the period under 
review, others exports in-
creased by 44.18  percent, 
worth US$ 70,213 in current 
fiscal year, as compared to 
the exports of valuing US$ 
48,699 of the same period of 
last year. – APP

Rupee sheds  
94 paisas 

against dollar
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Exchange 
rate of Pak Rupee weak-
ened by 94 paisas against 
the US Dollar in the inter-
bank trading on Friday and 
closed at Rs 186.62 against 
the previous day's closing 
of Rs 185.68. According to 
the Forex Association of 
Pakistan (FAP), the buying 
and selling rates of dollar 
in the open market were 
recorded at Rs 185.5 and 
Rs 186.5 respectively.
The price of Euro appre-

ciated by 27 paisas and 
closed at Rs 196.02 against 
the previous day’s closing 
of Rs 195.75.
The Japanese Yen re-
mained unchanged to 
close at Rs 1.43, whereas 
a decrease of Rs 3.58 was 
witnessed in the exchange 
rate of British Pound, 
which was traded at Rs 
229.88 as compared to its 
last closing of Rs 233.46. 
The exchange rates of 
Emirates Dirham and Sau-
di Riyal increased by 25 
paisas to close at Rs 50.80 
and Rs 49.75 respectively.

2661 criminals held, looted items 
worth Rs: 119.8m recovered

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islama-
bad police have arrest-
ed 2661 outlaws in the 
month of April 2022 and 
recovered looted valua-
bles worth more than Rs. 
119.8 million in property 
cases from them, a police 
spokesman said.
He said that following the spe-
cial directions of Inspector 
General of Police Islamabad 
Muhammad Ahsan Younas, 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (SSP) Operations 
Muhammad Faisal Kamran 
directed all zonal police of-
ficials to accelerate efforts 
against anti-social elements 
and ensur  their arrest. As 
per his orders, renewed 
efforts were made besides 
strict law and order duties 

and police achieved remarka-
ble success during April.
Owing these efforts, 426 ac-
cused involved in 
Dacoit y/rob-
bery, theft, 
vehicle and 
m o t o r b i k e 
theft and 
tampering 
v e h i c l e 
were ap-
prehended 
b e s i d e s 
recovery of 
119.8 millions 
including 53 vehi-
cles and 51 motorbikes 
and 51 accused of 21 gangs.
Likewise, police also arrest-
ed 143 absconders during 
the same period including 
48 proclaimed offenders 
and 95 court absconders. 
Moreover, police nabbed 
59 accused for involvement 

in bootlegging and drug 
peddling activities while 
31.837 kilogram hashish, 

17.83 kilogram her-
oin, 1.052 kilo-

gram ice, and 
175 bottles 
wine were re-
covered from 
them. Police 
also arrested 
107 persons 
for having 
illegal weap-

ons and recov-
ered 03 Kalash-

nikovs, 02 guns, 103 
pistols and 485 cartridges 
from them.
During a special campaign 
against professional alms 
seekers, 1146 beggars were 
arrested while 13 facilitators 
of professional beggars were 
nabbed and cases were reg-
istered against them. In addi-

tion, 27 culprits were held for 
being involved in aerial firing 
and 13 cases were registered 
against them. As many as 36 
persons were arrested over 
violation of section 144 and 
24 cases were registered 
against them.
During the year, a Police 
spokesman said that a spe-
cial campaign was launched 
against land grabbing mafia 
in the Capital. A total of 33 
cases were registered against 
them and 37 land grabbers 
were also arrested. This cam-
paign is being continued very 
effectively. While reviewing 
this performance, IGP Is-
lamabad Muhammad Ahsan 
Younas has appreciated it. 
The IGP Islamabad said that 
criminal elements would not 
be spared and those involved 
in such acts would have to 
face action as per law.



CDA to renovate Faisal Mosque
DNA

ISLAMABAD: In  a meeting held today 
at CDA HQS, Chairman CDA issued 
instructions to member engineering 
and member finance to prepare a 
PC-1 for complete and comprehensive 
renovation of Faisla Mosque. In last 
four decades no renovation of Faisal 
Mosque has been carried out. Sim-

ilarly parking areas as well as toilets 
are in dilapidated state. Funding is re-
ceived from federal govt maintenance 
grant which falls short for comprehen-
sive maintenance of the mosque.
Consequently CDA has decided that 
this is a landmark not just for Islam-
abad but entire country so an alloca-
tion from CDA budget to the tune of 
200 million shall be made. Moreover 
a separate directorate will be created 

that will have a complete team for hor-
ticulture, maintenance, electrical as 
well as civil works.
Illumination as well as solarisation 
shall also be carried out.
Instructions will also be issued to 
DMA that no parking as well as no li-
censes shall be issued inside the area 
to preserve its sanctity and natural 
beauty of the area. Parking shall be 
made available free of cost to public.
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Briefs Life returns 
to normalcy 

after Eid
RAWALPINDI:  Life re-
turns back to normalcy 
in twin cities, Rawalpindi 
and Islamabad as people 
have started coming back 
from their hometowns 
after celebrating Eid-
ul-Fitr with their loved 
ones. This year, on Eid-
ul-Fitr, the government 
announced four Eid hol-
idays from May 2 to 5 
and a large number of 
citizens were witnessed 
moving towards their of-
fices on Friday, May 6.
Although, most of the 
shopping centres and 
main markets of the twin 
cities including Aabpara, 
Melody, Super Market, Su-
per Jinnah, Karachi Com-
pany, Commercial Market, 
Satellite Town, Murree 
Road, Saddar, Raja Bazar, 
Sarafa Bazar, and other 
markets remained closed 
on Friday. – APP

IT exports 
increased by 

29.26% 
ISLAMABAD:  The Infor-
mation Technology (IT) 
exports have surged at 
the growth rate of 29.26 
percent in nine months of 
the current financial year. 
“ICT export remittances, 
including Telecommunica-
tion, Computer and Infor-
mation Services for the 
period July 2021 to March 
2022 have surged to US$ 
1.948 billion at a growth 
rate of 29.26 % in compar-
ison to US $ 1.507 billion 
during the same period in 
FY 2020-21,” said an offi-
cial of the ministry of IT 
and Telecom.
He shared that in March 
2022, the ICT export remit-
tances are US $259 million 
at a growth rate of 23.92% 
as compared to US$ 209 
million reported for the 
month of March 2021.
The official stated further 
that the net exports for the 
period July 2021 to March 
2022 during FY2021-22 are 
US$ 1.472 billion, which is 
75.56% of US$ 1.948 billion 
in exports. – APP

Foreign secy 
hold Eid 

reception for 
ICT police

ISLAMABAD:  For-
eign Secretary Sohail-
Mahmood Thursday held 
an Eid greetings reception 
for the officials and secu-
rity personnel stationed 
at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs here. The foreign 
secretary recognized the 
dedication and the com-
mitment of the security 
staff during the dispen-
sation of their duties. 
He also thanked them on 
behalf of the ministry for 
their valuable contribu-
tions. – APP

Rs 78,544.13m 
disbursed for 
water sector 

ISLAMABAD:  The govern-
ment has disbursed a sum 
of Rs 78,544.13 million, 
out of total allocation of Rs 
102,472.69 million for var-
ious water sector projects 
under Annual Public Sector 
Development Programme 
for year 2021-22 so far. Ac-
cording to Planning Commis-
sion data, out of disbursed 
amount, local component 
stood at Rs 64,198.88 mil-
lion while Rs 14,354.24 mil-
lion received as foreign aid 
component so far. A sum of 
Rs 15,500 million has been 
specified for Dam Part of Di-
amerBasha Dam Project, Rs 
7,000 million for Land Acqui-
sition and Re-settlement of 
DiamerBasha Dam Project, 
Rs 5,000 million for NaiGaj 
Dam (Dadu), Rs 5,507 million 
for Mohmand Dam, Rs 3,000 
million each for KurramTan-
gi, Winder dam and small 
action dams in Sindh, Rs 2, 
000 million each for Kachhi 
Canal and Ghabir dam, Rs 
1,860 million for Kachhi 
Canal (Phase-10 DeraBugti, 
Rs 1,672 million for Rainee 
Canal (Phase-1), Rs 1,500 
million for Normal/Emergent 
Flood, Rs 1000 million for 
Naulong Storage dam and 
Rs 875 million for Remedial 
Measures to control water 
logging in Muzaffargrah. Sim-
ilarly, under new schemes, 
an amount of Rs 15,112 mil-
lion has been specified for 
K-4 Greater Water Supply 
Scheme, Rs 1,700 million for 
Panjgur dam, Rs1500 million 
for Awaran dam, Rs 800 mil-
lion for Gish Kaur dam, Rs 
1,654 million for Papin dam, 
Rs 800 million for Sunni Gar 
dam and Rs 500 million for 
Topak Dam. – APP

FIA launches 
investigation 

into fake 
videos 

ISLAMABAD:  Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) 
has launched investigation 
after taking notice of fake 
videos running on social 
media. The FIA Spokesper-
son said that strict legal 
action, in shape of impris-
onment and fines, would be 
taken against the persons 
involved in making and 
spreading these videos. The 
people were advised to stop 
sharing these videos, the 
Spokesperson said. – APP

Air quality 
healthy in 

Capital
ISLAMABAD:  The air qual-
ity of the federal capital on 
Friday was recorded healthy 
as hazardous air pollutants 
were below the permissible 
limits in the atmosphere 
due to reduced vehicular 
traffic as outbound Isloo-
ites have not returned from 
their hometowns while cele-
brating Eid vacations.  The 
air quality data has been 
collected by the Pakistan 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (Pak-EPA) that mon-
itors air pollutants ratio for 
24 hours based on three in-
tervals of eight hours data 
collection from different lo-
cations. – APP

IccI calls for a new strategy 
to get rid of IMF loans

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Shakeel Munir, 
President, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI) has called upon 
the government to focus on evolving a new 
strategy in order to generate indigenous re-
sources and get rid of IMF loans to run the 
economy as tough conditions of IMF have 
always pushed up the prices of gas, electric-
ity and POL products, slashed subsidies & 
tax exemptions and thus created more diffi-
culties for the business community and the 
general public. He said that in its 75 years 
of existence, Pakistan has gone to IMF for 
22 times, which showed that successive 
governments have failed to make Pakistan 
stand on its own feet our not heavily depend 
on foreign loans to overcome its economic 

imbalances. He said that frequent borrow-
ings from IMF have piled up huge foreign 
debt burden on Pakistan, which is making 
the future of our generations bleaker and 
time has come now that the rules should se-
riously think about reducing their reliance 
on foreign loans.
Muhammad Shakeel Munir said that the 
government many countries including Tur-
key, Bangladesh, India and others have got 
rid of IMF by adopting prudent econom-
ic policies and it is the high time that the 
new government should work out a new 
strategy to generate indigenous resources 
to run the economy. He said that the main 
reason for the fiscal deficit is that the gov-
ernment is spending more than generating 
revenues, which is not sustainable. He said 
that the economic and tax policies should 
be reviewed in a manner that they should be 

helpful in creating a conducive business en-
vironment to generate more indigenous re-
sources. ICCI President urged that Pakistan 
should focus on reducing the high tax rates 
and expanding its tax base to increase tax 
revenue and address the issue of fiscal defi-
cit. He said that the current complicated tax 
system should be made simple for taxpayers 
and all coercive tactics should be avoided as 
they shatter the confidence of the business 
community. He said that the government 
should take Chambers of Commerce & In-
dustry on board to bring non-filers into the 
tax net because without broadening the 
tax base, Pakistan would never be able to 
reduce the fiscal deficit, generate surplus 
revenue and get rid of foreign debt burden.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice 
President and Muhammad Faheem Khan 
Vice President ICCI said that Pakistan 

is mostly dependent on limited items for 
exports and stressed that the government 
should cooperate with private sector 
in value addition of products that would 
help boost exports and reduce reliance 
on foreign debts. They said that the tour-
ism was another potential sector to earn 
billions of dollars for the country and the 
government should announce attractive 
incentives for the private sector to invest 
in tourism infrastructure development on 
a public-private partnership model. They 
said that many countries including UAE, 
Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Hong 
Kong, UK and others have enhanced the 
share of tourism in their economic devel-
opment and Pakistan also has good po-
tential to strengthen its economy by pro-
moting tourism for which more conducive 
policies are needed. 

ANF seizes over 2071 kg 
drugs in 64 operations

StAff RepoRt

RAWALPINDI: Anti Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan has seized 2071.336 
kg drugs, 2368 liters prohibited chem-
ical and 1465 kg suspected material 
worth US$ 699.301 million interna-
tionally and arrested 54 persons in-
cluding 2 women, 3 foreigners and 
impounded 17 vehicles while conduct-
ing 64 counter narcotics operations 
throughout the country. 
According to an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman, the seized drugs com-
prised 188.579 kg heroin, 1026.412 
kg hashish, 83.06 kg opium, 2.806 kg 
amphetamine, 57.574 kg methamphet-
amine (Ice), 439 kg morphine, 1.025 
kg cocaine, 14400 alprazolam tablets 
(2.610 kg), 0.270 kg weed, 270 kg pop-
py seed, 1288 liters acetic anhydride, 
1080 liters ketamine and 1465 kg sus-
pected material.  
ANF Balochistan recovered 1334 kg 
drugs, 1288 liters acetic anhydride 
chemical, 1465 kg suspected material 
in 8 operations while arrested 3 ac-

cused persons and seized 3 vehicles. 
The seized drugs comprised 134 kg 
heroin, 443 kg hashish, 48 kg meth-
amphetamine (Ice), 439 kg morphine, 
1288 liters acid anhydride chem-
ical, 270 kg poppy 
seed a n d 

1 4 6 5 k g 
suspected material.
ANF Punjab recovered 103.489 kg 
drugs in 12 operations while 11 per-
sons including a woman were sent 
behind the bars and seized 4 vehicles. 
The seized drugs comprised 34.439 kg 
heroin, 43.85 kg hashish and 25.2 kg 
opium.  ANF KPK recovered 455.702 

kg drugs in 19 operations while arrest-
ed 13 persons involved in trafficking 
of narcotics and seized 4 vehicles. The 
seized drugs comprised 6.153 kg her-
oin, 406.3 kg hashish, 32 kg opium, 
8.639 kg methamphetamine (Ice) and 
14400 alprazolam tablets (2.610 kg).   
ANF Sindh recovered 77.214 kg 
drugs in 13 operations while arrest-
ed 17 accused persons and seized 
3 vehicles. The seized drugs com-
prised 3.684 kg heroin, 71.7 kg 
hashish, 0.66 kg opium, 0.9 kg meth-
amphetamine (Ice), 1080 liters keta-
mine and 0.270 kg weed. 
ANF North recovered 100.931 kg 
drugs in 12 operations, arrested 10 
persons involved in drug smuggling 
including 3 foreigners while seized 3 
vehicles. The seized drugs comprised 
10.303 kg heroin, 61.562 kg hashish, 
25.2 kg opium, 2.806 kg amphetamine, 
0.035 kg methamphetamine (Ice) and 
1.025 kg cocaine. 
All cases have been registered at re-
spective ANF Police Stations under 
CNS Act 1997 and further investiga-
tions are under process.

ISLAMABAD: A vendor prepares lemonade to attract the customers at his roadside setup. – APP 

Chinese dishes find  
ways on Pakistani tables 

ISLAMABAD:  On Eid gala days, 
Chinese dishes interestingly have 
found their ways on Pakistani ta-
bles emerging as one of preferred 
cuisines among diverse array of 
traditional foodstuff craved by local 
people mostly in urban areas in the 
country.    According to a report 
published by Gwadar Pro on Fri-
day, all three Eid days from May 3 
to May 5, local enthusiasts of Chi-
nese food, in a good number, visited 
foody destinations and quenched 
their appetite for yummy and ar-
omatic Chinese dishes like Beef 
Chili Dry, Egg Fried Rice, Steamed 
Chicken Dumplings, Peking duck, 
the Mongolian Beef Steak, Kung 
Pao Chicken, Chicken in Oyster 
Sauce and other delicious items.  
Foodie people craving for contem-
porary Chinese dishes also threw 
parties to their dear ones and 
friends to savor Crispy Chicken 
with Sweet and Sour Chili Sauce 
or the Crispy Sweet and Sour 
Sauce Prawns along with Vegeta-
ble Chowmein, an in in-depth sur-
vey revealed.  As per survey de-
tails, Chinese restaurants, many 
continental hotels as well as street 
eateries that offered Chinese food 
made a roaring business due to 
rush of Pakistani people there on 
Eid days. While one chef Khawar 
Javed from a home-based business 

told Gwadar Pro that considerable 
demand for Chinese meals com-
pelled him to perfect their prepa-
ration, another household women 
Ms Nadara believed that making 
these dishes helped people feel 
and recognize the foody culture of 
Chinese community. 
Masood Sheikh, a delivery boy 
working at Food Panda said that 

among other dishes, 40 percent 
orders were placed regarding Chi-
nese foods including Chicken with 
Cashew Nuts, Lettuce Wraps with 
Wok-Fried Chicken and Crunchy 
Honey Beef, Seaweed and Prawn 
Wonton Soup, Hot and Sour Soup, 
Spring Rolls, Steamed Chicken 
or Prawn Dumplings and Roast-
ed Peking Duck.   A range of 

seafood and noodle options were 
other items that he delivered to 
people’s homes, he added.   A 
Chinese restaurant owner Mr. 
Burhan Hameed was asked to 
give the reason behind soaring 
interest for Chinese dishes among 
Pakistani people, he replied that 
Pakistani businessmen who used 
to visit China have been cultivat-
ing love for Chinese food. After 
returning Pakistan, they desired 
for them and established Chi-
nese restaurants offering such 
Chinese scrumptious cuisines. 
“Prawn Tempura, Steamed Chick-
en Dumplings, Szechuan Chicken, 
soups, dim sum and desserts are 
among those Chinese food items 
that created pangs of hunger for 
Chinese dishes among local Paki-
stani people,” he added.   
Mr Ming, an astute chef who cre-
ates flavourful food offering Sze-
chuan and Cantonese favourites 
to diners said that online food pro-
gram, food adventures and food 
choices globally are also setting 
people’s interest afire.  Among 
other countries’ dishes, Chinese 
food diversity wins the hearts of 
Pakistani people as they love Sea-
weed and Prawn Wonton Soup, 
Hot and Sour Soup, Spring Rolls, 
Steamed Chicken or Prawn Dump-
lings and Roasted Peking Duck.   

Admin finalizes 
arrangements to 
facilitate tourists 

RAWALPINDI: Over 50,000 
tourists visited the most 
famous hill station of Paki-
stan, Murree which attract-
ed a huge influx of tourists 
during Eid-ul-Fitr holidays 
while Rawalpindi district 
and Murree administra-
tion had finalized perfect 
arrangements to facilitate 
tourists in Murree. Great 
rush was witnessed during 
Eid-ul-Fitr holidays in ‘Mal-
ka-e-Kohsar’ as over 25,000 
vehicles entered in Murree 
and the tourists from across 
the country reached ‘Queen 
of the Mountains’ to enjoy 
pleasant weather.  Accord-
ing to a district adminis-
tration spokesman, Rawal-
pindi district and Murree 
administration had finalized 
all the arrangements to en-
sure security of the visitors 
and facilitate the tourists in 
Murree particularly during 
Eid ul Fitr holidays. 
Murree administration 
along with police, Murree 
tourism police and City 
Traffic Police worked day 
and night to ensure safety 
of the tourists. Four tourist 
facilitation desks were set 
up at Jhika Gali, Kuldana, 
Barrian and Lower Topa and 
public announcement sys-
tems were installed at Jhika 
Gali and GPO Chowk. 
The staff of Tehsil Munic-
ipal Authority along with 
Rescue 1122 and tourist 
police was deployed at ma-
jor tourist points, specially 
GPO Chowk to give a quick 
response in any emergency. 
The spokesman informed 
that the Hotel Association 
alongwith Tehsil Administra-
tion had also set up a desk at 
GPO chowk to resolve com-
plaints of the tourists. 
Awareness pamphlets con-
taining advisory and emer-
gency contact numbers 
were also shared with the 
tourists and awareness ban-
ners were also displayed at 
prominent places. 

A special control room was 
set up which was working 
round the clock and re-
sponded to several emer-
gency calls. Major repair 
work of several roads along 
with beautification work was 
also done to facilitate the 
tourists, he added.
The DC urged the tourists 
to observe traffic rules on 
the roads of Murree to avoid 
traffic mess and any unto-
ward incident during sum-
mer season. Special teams 
had also been formed to fa-
cilitate the tourists, he said 
adding, parking of the vehi-
cles was not allowed outside 
the parking areas.  “The 
beautiful climate of Murree 
during summer attracts a 

large number of tourists so 
motorists face severe traffic 
congestion,” he said adding 
that traffic moves even slow-
er due to heavy traffic load.  
He said, the DC had advised 
the tourists to avoid wrong 
parking, double lines, speeding 
and taking selfies in the mid-
dle of the roads.  Rawalpindi 
district police had launched 
Murree Tourism Police for the 
convenience and protection of 
the tourists. Patriata and Pah-
guari Police Stations had also 
been made functional for the 
safety and service of citizens 
and tourists. 
A specially trained force had 
been deployed for Murree 
Tourism Police, he added.  
The officers of the district 
administration, district po-
lice and CTP were present 
in the field to monitor the 
situation. – APP 

“Dc urged 
tourists to 

observe 
traffic rules 
on the roads 
of Murree”
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US eyes ‘nuclear freedom’ Government should 
ensure public reliefC HARLES Richard, the head of US Strategic Com-

mand, which oversees the nuclear arsenal, warned 
Congress Wednesday that Washington faces a 

“heightened nuclear deterrence risk when it comes to Rus-
sia and China,” claiming that China is “watching the war in 
Ukraine closely and will likely use nuclear coercion to their 
advantage in the future.” He also warned the lawmakers 
that the US is facing “a crisis deterrence dynamic right now 
that we have only seen a few times in our nation’s history.” 
Sensationalizing China’s “nuclear threat” to justify actual 
US nuclear expansion has become a familiar trick of Wash-
ington. Last month, Richard told lawmakers at a closed-
door hearing that China’s “breathtaking expansion” of 
its strategic and nuclear arsenal is a quickly escalating 
risk for the US. In March, he said he is “very concerned” 
about potential “cooperative aggression” from China and 
Russia. If the efforts are to expand the budget for the de-
partment he’s in charge, Richard made it - according to 
the Biden administration’s recently submitted fiscal year 
2023 defense budget, total spending on nuclear weapons 
and systems research and procurement grew to $34.4 bil-
lion from $27.7 billion for fiscal year 2022. 
Of course, this is part of Washington’s series ways to jus-
tify its arbitrary “nuclear freedom” and “nuclear hegemo-
ny” by pretending to worry that “deterrence is no longer 
sufficient.” That is why politicians and media in Wash-
ington either hype disinformation like “China is building 
missile silos in its northwest part,” or promote ridiculous 
fantasies, such as “China might use nuclear weapons in 
the Taiwan Straits,” based completely on hypothetical as-
sumptions. In the Russia-Ukraine conflict, it was the US 
and Western media and politicians who hyped the risk of 
nuclear war and wanted to “bind” China to Russia, even 
though China had nothing to do with the war.

T HE steps that Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif is 
taking to provide facilities and relief to the peo-
ple are certainly commendable but so far these 

steps are still seen in the form of promises.
As long as these promises do not fit into the framework 
of action, they can only be called sweet dreams.
It is a fact that Shahbaz Sharif is known for his pas-
sion for public service and as the Chief Minister of 
Punjab he was known in the past as the best Chief 
Minister of the country for the work he has done 
for the welfare of the people. But the requirements 
for the post of Prime Minister are also slightly dif-
ferent, complex and demanding attention. Now it 
remains to be seen how the Prime Minister man-
ages to maintain his good reputation and restores 
the confidence of the people in the political and 
democratic system by providing relief to them in a 
span of almost a year.
Pakistan as a state and as a society has reached the 
point where we really need a head of government who 
is aware of the people’s grievances and concerns and 
he can solve them.
Shahbaz Sharif has very little time to show his per-
formance as Prime Minister and there are a lot of 
problems. The previous government multiplied the 
problems in a span of almost four years instead of 
reducing them, due to which Shahbaz Sharif and 
his team will have to do a lot of work in a short pe-
riod of time. Shahbaz Sharif is running hard to deal 
with this situation, but the results of his efforts 
will show how long it will take for the people to 
regain confidence in the system.

Hamas eyes Malaysia as a 
possible operations base
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M ALAYSIA has emerged as a potential external 
operations base for Hamas, the Islamist group 
that controls the Gaza Strip if Turkey expels 

or restricts the group’s movements as a part of its rap-
prochement with Israel. Turkey has in recent months 
deported Hamas activists or refused them entry into 
the country as it sought to improve its troubled relations 
with Israel, according to Israeli press reports. Turk-
ish-Israeli relations have been strained since Israeli forc-
es stormed a flotilla in 2010 headed towards Gaza in a 
bid to break an Israeli-Egyptian blockade. Nine activists 
were killed, and ten Israeli soldiers wounded in the inci-
dent. The flotilla sailed from Turkey and was chartered 
by a Turkish NGO. Israeli President Isaac Herzog visited 
Ankara in March, becoming the first Israeli president to 
do so in 15 years. At a summit with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, both leaders pledged to open a 
new chapter in the relationship. The press reports sug-
gested that the deported Hamas operatives had been on 
an Israeli list presented to Turkey of individuals involved 
in the group’s armed activities in violation of their terms 
of residence in Turkey. Saleh al-Arouri, Hamas’ deputy 
political bureau head, and former military commander, 
reportedly was among those expelled.
Sources close to Hamas warned that a withdrawal 
of support for the group would undermine Turkish 
efforts to position itself as a champion of Muslim 
causes, first and foremost Palestine, at a time that it 
is competing for geopolitical leverage and religious 
soft power in the Muslim world. “Tukey knows that 
a break with Hamas would damage its image. Also, 

don’t forget that Palestine remains an emotive issue 
in Turkey itself,” one source said Israel has long de-
manded that Turkey, which has  granted Turkish cit-
izenship to some Hamas leaders, crackdown on the 
group as part of any improvement in relations.
Earlier this week, Al Mekalemeen, a Muslim Brother-
hood-affiliated television station, said it was shutting 
down its operations in Turkey “due to circumstances 
that everyone knows about.” Al Mekalemeen did not 
specify the circumstances. Turkey had earlier begun 
to curtail Egyptian opposition media that had either 
flocked to Istanbul or been newly established in the 
city as it emerged as a Mecca for primarily Islamist 
Middle Eastern opposition and dissidents. Hamas 
is widely seen as an offshoot of the Muslim Broth-
erhood. The anti-Islamist moves are part of broader 
Turkish efforts to improve relations with its Middle 
Eastern detractors, not only Israel but also Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Egypt, where 
general-turned-president Abdel Fatah Al-Sisi toppled 
in 2013 a democratically elected Brotherhood govern-
ment with Saudi and Emirati support. Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE have designated the Muslim Brother-
hood as a terrorist organisation. Last year, UAE for-
eign minister Abdullah bin Zayed called on Western 
countries to identify Hamas in its totality rather than 
just its military wing as a terrorist organisation. Isra-
el and Egypt have blockaded Gaza since 2005, when 
Israeli troops withdrew from the Strip conquered dur-
ing the 1967 Middle East war. Hamas seized control 
of the region in 2007 in armed clashes with its rival Al 
Fatah after narrowly winning elections in 2006. Pal-
estinian President Mahmood Abbas leads Al Fatah.
In a twist of irony, Hamas retains a degree of support 
from Qatar with Israel’s tacit agreement.
Ismail Haniyeh, one of Hamas’s most senior leaders, 
is believed to remain a resident in the Gulf state, 
where he publicly meets with visiting dignitaries like 
Iranian foreign minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, 
and Palestinians from the West Bank. The Hamas of-
ficial has also met twice in the last three years with 
Qatari emir Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
Nonetheless, Qatar is unlikely to allow the group to re-
establish itself after the Gulf state forced it to move to 
Turkey as part of a 2014 deal that led to a return of the 
Saudi, Emirati, and Bahraini ambassadors to Doha. The 
ambassadors had been withdrawn in protest against Qa-
tar’s alleged support of Islamists. As a result, Malaysia 
has emerged as a potential base because the group has 
nowhere to go in the Middle East if Turkey expels it or 
severely curtails its activities and presence in the coun-
try. If forced to find another base, Hamas’ choices are 
reminiscent of those Palestine Liberation Organisation 

leader Yasser Arafat faced in 1982 when Israeli troops 
forced Palestinian fighters to leave Beirut. At the time, 
Tunisia, the PLO’s new home, seemed a long way from 
Palestine but was at least an Arab country. Malaysia 
would seem not only geographically but also culturally 
more distant from Palestine than Tunisia. Even so, Ha-
mas enjoys public support in Malaysia. “They already 
have a substantial base here. Not only in the form of 
the Palestinian Cultural Organisation Malaysia but also 
others employed in universities and as professionals. So, 
anything short of a base – however conceived – would 
be ok,” said a well-placed Malaysian source. Some ana-
lysts said the cultural organization, or PCOM, was wide-
ly seen as Hamas’ ‘embassy’ in competition with the Al 
Fatah-controlled official Palestinian embassy in Kuala 
Lumpur. The PCOM was founded after Al Fatah refused 
to vacate the embassy following the 2006 election.
Hamas has used its cultural center in Kuala Lumpur 
to maintain unofficial contacts with various Southeast 
Asian nations that do not want to be seen to be talk-
ing to the group either because of their relations with 
Israel, their opposition to political Islam, and/or their 
standing in Europe and the United States. The US 
has designated Hamas as a terrorist organisation.
Neither Indonesia nor Malaysia, Southeast Asia’s major 
Muslim-majority countries, have diplomatic ties with Isra-
el. However, Malaysia is more strident in its opposition to 
the Jewish state, support of the Palestinians, and at times 
anti-Semitic statements, particularly by its former prime 
minister, Mahathir Mohamad. To be sure, it is still early 
days in the rapprochement between Turkey and Israel at 
a time when broader efforts to reduce regional tensions 
remain fragile. Moreover, with US-Iranian negotiations to 
revive the 2015 international agreement that curbed the 
Islamic republic’s nuclear program seemingly at a break-
ing point, tensions could easily still spin out of control. A 
failure to agree on a return to the agreement, from which 
the United States unilaterally withdrew in 2018, could 
throw the Israeli-Turkish rapprochement into a tailspin. 
Moreover, Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
warned last month that “sustainable relations” between 
Israel and Turkey would require Israel to “respect the in-
ternational law on the Palestinian issue.” Mr. Cavusoglu 
did not spell out what he issues he was referring to but is 
expected to visit Israel later this month.

– Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning 
journalist and scholar, a Senior Fellow at the 

National University of Singapore’s Middle East 
Institute and Adjunct Senior Fellow at Nanyang 

Technological University’s S. Rajaratnam 
School of International Studies, and the 

author of the syndicated column and blog, The 
Turbulent World of Middle East Soccer.

P AKISTAN’S desire to play a strategic and 
logistic role in the Eurasian energy market 
linking transit corridors and pipelines. Paki-

stan is interested in reviving its project with Iran. 
Furthermore, Pakistan wants partnerships with Rus-
sian companies in the oil and gas field as well as with 
Uzbekistan to promote science and technology link-
ages and cooperation between the youths to benefit 
the people of the two countries.
Pakistan is the world’s eleventh-largest importer of 
liquefied natural gas (LNG). We have an extensive 
gas pipeline system of more than 100,000 km for 
domestic distribution. As imports of LNG are way 
more expensive than supplies through regional pipe-
lines, Pakistan is looking forward to realizing several 
infrastructural projects with neighboring countries. 
Pakistan has a plan to build a pipeline to import Ira-
nian gas in Pakistan but due to hold sanctions im-
posed on Tehran it’s still pending. Pakistan wants 
to renew the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA) to resume its project with Tehran. It would 
be cheaper than importing LNG as it will be “next 
door”, benefiting the Pakistani economy.
Pakistan wants to improve its energy security through 
Russia. The country’s authorities believe that threat-
ening ties with Russia would be too expensive but 
Pakistan wants to finalize the Stream gas pipeline 
project.  A joint pipeline project is already under con-
struction by Russian companies and will transport 
LNG from southern Pakistan to its north. 
Pakistan is involved in the Turkmenistan-Afghan-
istan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline. The project 
was delayed after the fall of the Ghani government 

in Afghanistan. The Islamic Emirate, which took 
power in the country, showed interest in reviving 
the project, and the Kremlin suggested that Russia 
might support it (Russian companies’ interests in 
Afghanistan as well as TAPI).
Pakistan and Uzbekistan want to promote science 
and technology linkages and cooperation between the 
youths to benefit the people of both countries. Both 
countries want to collaborate in education, culture, se-
curity, and defense and reiterated their commitment to 
continue pursuing common goals of economic develop-
ment. Both countries want to have strong bilateral ties 
and desire to promote multifaceted cooperation in all 
spheres, including political, trade, economic, defense, 
security, connectivity, education, and cultural exchang-
es. Both countries focus on connectivity for boosting 
tourism and people-to-people exchanges. There will 
be joint declaration i.e.  ‘Next Steps in Strategic Part-
nership between Pakistan and Uzbekistan’ as well as 
a memorandum of understanding and agreements in 
multiple areas. The signing of the Preferential Trade 
Agreement (PTA) would open new avenues for enhanc-
ing bilateral trade and action plan of practical meas-
ures (road map) to develop cooperation in security.
Conclusion: 
Pakistan aims to become a regional transit hub 
for energy, and bilateral trade to develop infra-
structure and become a link between Asia and 
Europe with Long-Term Investing, Infrastruc-
ture, and Development. To Focus on Geo-eco-
nomics. and international Security. Pakistan is 
developing its infrastructure to become a corri-
dor for Eurasian markets all across the world.

The anti-Islamist moves 
are part of broader Turkish 
efforts to improve relations 

with its Middle Eastern 
detractors, not only Israel 
but also Saudi Arabia, the 

United Arab Emirates, 
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Fatah Al-Sisi toppled in 2013 

a democratically elected...

A Croat member of the 
European Parliament 

ZeljanaZovko has taken 
up the issue of electoral 

reforms as one of her main 
priorities and declared 
recently that Bosnia’s 

elections this year would...
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Understanding 
Croatia’s anti-
Bosnia agenda

O N April 26, Cro-
atian president 
Zoran Milano-

vic stated that Zagreb 
should block Finland 
and Sweden’s NATO ac-
cession until there is a 
change in Bosnia’s elec-
toral legislation. No, this 
was not a Donald Trump-
style mix-up of Europe-
an regions. The Croatian 
president’s linking of 
the two unrelated issues 
has many analysts and 
citizens in Bosnia puz-
zled as to what is hap-
pening in the country’s 
political echelons.
When he was elected 
president in early 2020, 
Milanovic was welcomed 
as a breath of fresh air 
in the Balkans. His pre-
decessor, Kolinda Gra-
bar-Kitarovic of the Cro-
atian Democratic Union, 
had pursued right-wing 
politics while generat-
ing headlines with gaffe-
prone statements. 
His key argument that 
Bosnian Croats are dis-
criminated against and 
underrepresented is 
unfounded. In fact, Cov-
ic’s party wields dispro-
portionate influence in 
Bosnia’s politics. Most 
observers concur that 
the electoral reforms ad-
vocated by Covic would 
further entrench ethnic 
division and lay the foun-
dations of a Bosnian Cro-
at RepublikaSrpska. 
Until relatively recently, 
Covic had managed to 
frame the election law 
reform as the most press-
ing of Bosnia’s myriad 
issues. His push for elec-
toral reform in Bosnia is 
amplified and supported 
by a number of Croatia’s 
officials internationally. 
Foremost among them is 
President Milanovic, but 
others have joined the 
bandwagon. Importantly, 
Zagreb has been using 
its EU membership to 
frame Croat interests in 
Bosnia as those repre-
senting European values 
and standards.
A Croat member of the 
European Parliament 
ZeljanaZovko has taken 
up the issue of elector-
al reforms as one of her 
main priorities and de-
clared recently that Bos-
nia’s elections this year 

would be “illegitimate.” 
Similarly, Croatia’s for-
eign minister declared 
that the results of elec-
tions in Bosnia would 
be ‘illegitimate’ unless 
there is election reform. 
In other words, top politi-
cal officials in Zagreb are 
echoing Covic’s talking 
points in the EU. 
The Croatian president 
regularly directs insults 
at his Bosnian neigh-
bours. His racist declara-
tion that Bosnia needed 
first “soap, and then per-
fume” in December 2020 
sent shockwaves across 
the country. A year lat-
er, Milanovic described 
Srebrenica as a “grave 
crime with elements of 
a genocide,” which was 
widely condemned as 
diminishing the scale of 
the genocide. 
In February this year, 
Milanovic stated that up-
coming elections in Bos-
nia should not be held 
unless there is a deal on 
election law reform. That 
same month, he com-
pared Bosniak politicians 
to war criminal Slobodan 
Milosevic. In fact, Milan-
ovic’s controversial state-
ments on Bosnia are now 
commonplace.
But a review of Milan-
ovic’s past attitudes to-
wards Bosnia shows that 
his approach to this coun-
try is not new. In 2015, as 
Croatia’s prime minister, 
he blocked the export 
of milk from Bosnia in a 
bid to pressure Sarajevo. 
In 2016, as leader of the 
Social Democratic Party 
of Croatia, Milanovic was 
recorded as saying that 
Bosnia is not a country 
but a “big s*** [sic].”
Perhaps Milanovic has 
been consistent in his 
view of Bosnia all along. 
Having shown his true 
colours, there is not 
much hope for improving 
relations between the 
two states while he is in 
office. If a nominal social 
democrat has this track 
record on Bosnia, then 
what should be expected 
of nationalist politicians?

– Hamza Karcic is an 
associate professor at 

the Faculty of Political 
Science at the 

University of Sarajevo.
Source: TRT World 
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FRANKFURT: Eintracht Frankfurt reached 
their first European final for 42 years after 
a 1-0 home win on Thursday over 10-man 
West Ham sealed a 3-1 aggregate victory in 
their Europa League semi-final. West Ham 
had left-back Aaron Cresswell sent off ear-
ly on and Hammers manager David Moyes 
was also dismissed from the sidelines with 
12 minutes left for a kicking a ball at a ball 
boy. “Really disappointed. Things didn’t go 
for us on the night,” Moyes told BT Sport. 
“Small things didn’t happen but I am really 
proud of the players.
“How they played with 10 men was fantas-
tic. They stayed in it.” Colombia striker 
Rafael Borre netted the first-half winner on 
the night to book Frankfurt a place in the 
Europa League final on May 18 in Seville 
against Scottish giants Rangers.
They are also now just one win away from 

qualifying for the Champions League for 
the first time since losing the 1960 Euro-
pean Cup final to Real Madrid. “A dream 

has finally comes true,” said Eintracht 
club president Peter Fischer.
“This city deserves it. And now we’re go-

ing to win this thing.” West Ham missed 
out on reaching their first major Europe-
an final since 1976.
“We just played a team that played a similar 
way to us and it caught us out. We’re gut-
ted,” said Hammers captain Declan Rice.
Borre scored just after Cresswell was sent 
off, leaving the visitors a man down for 
more than an hour and needing to score 
twice just to force extra time. Frankfurt had 
been dealt an early blow when key defender 
Martin Hinteregger limped off with a leg in-
jury. When a long ball put Frankfurt’s Jens 
Hauge into space, Cresswell pulled back 
the Norwegian, who went down just outside 
the area. Cresswell, who was also sent off 
in the quarter-final first leg against Lyon, 
was initially only booked, but referee Jesus 
Gil Manzano brandished the red card after 
a VAR review. Moyes, who was angered by 
that decision, responded by bringing on de-
fender Ben Johnson for Manuel Lanzini. Yet 
Frankfurt went ahead in the 26th minute.

Frankfurt set up Europa final with Rangers
“Really disappointed. Things didn’t go for us on the night,” Moyes told BT 

Sport. “Small things didn’t happen but I am really proud of the players

Briefs
Pakistan, US 

resolve to 
solidify ties

From PAge 01
He was responding to a 
question about whether 
the US was reviewing the 
former Trump administra-
tion-imposed suspension 
of security aid to Islama-
bad following the deadly 
terrorist attack in Karachi, 
as such attacks emanating 
from Afghanistan continue 
to rise across Pakistan.
“We strongly condemned 
the terrorist attack against 
Karachi University in Pa-
kistan. We reiterate that 
condemnation today. A ter-
rorist attack anywhere is an 
affront to humanity every-
where,” a State Department 
Spokesperson said
“But for a terrorist attack 
to take place at a university 
or at a religious site or at 
some of the locations we’ve 
seen recently, that is a true 
affront to mankind,” he said.

Will 
announce 
march any 
day after 
May 20
From PAge 01

He vowed that the nation 
would not bow before any-
one as long as he was alive.
The PTI chairman is con-
ducting a whirlwind series of 
rallies, starting from today 
to May 20. According to a 
tweet by party leader Azhar 
Mashwani, the next rally 
will take place in Jhelum on 
May 10, followed by Attock 
on May 12, Sialkot on May 
14, Faisalabad on May 15 
and Chakwal on May 19.
Referring to his former 
aide Shahbaz Gill’s recent 
accident, Imran, during his 
address today, said he was 
warning the government that 
if it touched any PTI worker 
in the future, he would hold 
“three stooges and their han-
dlers” responsible.
Addressing the loudly 
cheering crowd, Imran said 
he had not seen such a huge 
rally previously.
Talking about his govern-
ment’s achievements, he 
said it had reduced the 
current account deficit for 
the first time in 11 years, 
adding that Pakistan was 
among a few countries 
which protected their 
people from the ramifica-
tions of the coronavirus 
pandemic.  In addition, 
there were record remit-
tances and crops, he said. 
“[Prime Minister] Shehbaz 
Sharif, you lodged a false 
FIR against me, and jailed 
[MNA] Rashid Shafique [in 
connection with the Madi-
na incident]. 
Our women and children 
will take part in the march 
in Islamabad. If you try to 
stop it or lodge a similar 
FIR, then you will be re-
sponsible for what will hap-
pen,” he warned. Since all 
party workers would not be 
able to reach the capital on 
the day of the long march, 
they should instead protest 
in Mianwali, he said.

‘Never 
wanted to 
bring my 
own army 

chief’
From PAge 01

particularly related to the 
posting of the former chief 
of the Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI), Lt General Faiz 
Hameed. He was respond-
ing to a question by one of 
the hosts, who asked him 
“what went wrong” with the 
former premier’s relation-
ship with the establishment.
“Up until a few months ago we 
were hearing the ‘one page 
narrative’. So what happened 
all of a sudden. Was there an 
event that flipped things?” 
Talha Asad asked Imran. “It is 
said that there was some un-
pleasantness over Gen Faiz’s 
appointment and [they said] 
he wants to make Gen Faiz 
the army chief. This is where 
it started,” Imran said.
Imran then went on to give 
the example of former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif, who 
according to him, was con-
trolling all institutions of the 
country and wanted to con-
trol the army as well by ap-
pointing his own army chief. 
“I have never had an issue 
with army because I have 
never interfered [in their 
matters]. I never wanted to 
bring my own army chief. I 
always wanted to make the 
institutions of army, police 
and judiciary strong,” Imran 
went on to say.

Big 
opportunities 
of investment 

in tech 
sector: PM

From PAge 01
The Prime Minister also 
emphasized the need of 
expediting the process of 
strategizing the collabora-
tive efforts within a week 
and highlighted the govern-
ment’s willingness to not 
leave any stone unturned to 
achieve the said objectives.
He expressed satisfaction 
over Huawei’s long asso-
ciation with Pakistan and 
investments in the telecom 
sector. Yi Xiang while thank-
ing the Prime Minister ex-
pressed interest in expand-
ing Huawei’s footprint in 
Pakistan. Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah and Charge 
d’ Affairs China Embassy 
Ms. Pang Chunxue were 
also present in the meeting.

PM directs 
measures to 
curb wheat 
smuggling, 

theft
From PAge 01

metric tons while the esti-
mated consumption would 
be around 30.79 million 
metric tons. It was told that 
reduced wheat cultivation, 
water shortage, fertilizer 
crisis due to the misman-
agement by the previous 
government, and delayed 
announcement of wheat 
support price led to the re-
duced production of wheat 
by two percent.
The oil price hike and early 
rise in temperature due to 
climate change were also 
among the factors imped-
ing the achievement of the 
wheat production target.

Van der Poel 
wins Giro 

opener
VISEGRÁD: Dutch Alpecin 
rider Mathieu van der Poel 
won the opening stage of 
the Giro d’Italia on Friday, 
a 195km run from Buda-
pest to the hilltop citadel 
at Visegrad. Van der Poel 
edged Eritrean Biniam Gir-
may and Pello Bilbao to the 
finish line atop a 4km climb 
as Australian Caleb Ewan 
fell heavily when making his 
burst for the line.
One day specialist Van Der 
Poel took the first race 
leaders pink jersey, and col-
lected a time bonus of 10 
as the first rider across the 
summit. “I knew positioning 
would be key,” said Van der 
Poel, whose team flew to the 
front at the foot of the climb 
as he then lurked patiently 
until the final moment.
“Tomorrow will be interest-
ing to see if I can keep the 
lead in the time-trial. It’ll be 
difficult but I’ll try,” prom-
ised the Alpecin rider, who 
led the Tour de France for 
six days in 2021.
The race returns to Buda-
pest on Saturday for a testing 
inner-city circuit of 9.2km 
with the first rider down 
the starters ramp at 14.00 
local time (1200GMT). The 
176-rider peloton left Buda-
pest for the first of 21 stages 
totalling 3,446km. That was 
no deterrent to Italian pair 
Mattia Bais and Filippo Tag-
liani who broke away as soon 
as the starter’s flag waved. 
They were only reeled in by a 
reluctant peloton 13km from 
the finish. – Agencies

Pak, India 
must brace for 

even worse 
heatwaves

PARIS: The devastating 
heatwave that gripped India 
and Pakistan over the last 
two months is unprecedent-
ed, but worse -- perhaps far 
worse -- is on the horizon as 
climate change continues 
apace, top climate scientists 
told AFP.  Even without 
additional global warming 
South Asia is, statistically 
speaking, ripe for a “big 
one” in the same way that 
California is said to be over-
due for a major earthquake, 
according to research pub-
lished this week. 
Extreme heat across much 
of India and neighbouring 
Pakistan in March and April 
exposed more than a billion 
people to scorching temper-
atures well above 40 Celsius 
(104 Fahrenheit). The hot-
test part of the year is yet 
to come. “This heatwave 
is likely to kill thousands,” 
tweeted Robert Rohde, lead 
scientist at Berkeley Earth, 
a climate science research 
non-profit. The number of 
excess deaths, especially 
among the elderly poor, will 
only become apparent in 
hindsight. – APP

Asian Games postponed 
as China battles Covid-19

The Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) said in a statement that the 
decision to postpone “was taken by all the stakeholders after carefully 

considering the pandemic situation and the size of the Games”
DNA

BEIJING: The Asian Games 
due to take place in the Chi-
nese city of Hangzhou in 
September have been post-
poned indefinitely because 
of Covid-19, organisers said 
on Friday. The Games were 
scheduled to be held from 
September 10 to 25 but have 
now been delayed as China 
tries to stamp out a large 
resurgence in infections in 
several parts of the country. 
Hangzhou lies less than 200 
kilometres from the country’s 
biggest city Shanghai, which 
has endured a weeks-long 
lockdown as part of the ruling 
Communist Party’s zero-toler-
ance approach to the virus.
The Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) said in a state-
ment that the decision to 
postpone “was taken by 
all the stakeholders after 
carefully considering the 

pandemic situation and the 
size of the Games”.
New dates for the Games, 
which typically attract 
more than 10,000 ath-
letes from across the 
region, will be an-
nounced “in the 
near future”, 
the statement 
said.
O r g a n i s e r s 
said last month that 
Hangzhou, a city of 12 
million in eastern China, 
had finished constructing 
some 56 competition ven-
ues for the Asian Games 
and Asian Para Games. 
At the time, they indicat-
ed that they planned to 
hold the event under a 
virus control plan that 
“learns from the suc-
cessful experience” 
of the Beijing Winter 
Olympics, which were held 
in February in a strict Cov-
id-secure bubble. Hangzhou 

was 
p o i s e d 

to become 
t h e third city in 
China to host the conti-
nental competition af- t e r 

Beijing in 1990 and Guang-
zhou in 2010. Some events 

were due to 
b e 

h e l d 
in oth- e r 
provincial cit- ies in-
cluding Ningbo, Wenzhou, 
H u - zhou, Shaoxing 

and Jinhua. The OCA also 
said that the Asian Youth 
Games, scheduled to be 

held in December in the 
Chinese city of Shantou, 
would be cancelled having 
already been postponed 

once. The World Univer-
sity Games, scheduled 

to begin next month 
in Chengdu and 

already delayed 
from last year, 
are also ex-

pected to be 
postponed.

‘Resolutely fight’ Al-
most all international sport 
has grind to a halt in China 
since Covid emerged in 
the Chinese city of Wuhan 
in late 2019. The Beijing 
Olympics was an exception 
but it was held in a strict 

“closed loop” with every-
one inside it, including 
athletes, staff, volun-
teers and media, tak-
ing daily Covid tests 

and not allowed to venture 
into the wider city or have 
contact with the public.

China has stubbornly stuck 
to a zero-Covid policy, im-
posing strict lockdowns, 
quarantines and mass test-
ing programmes even while 
other countries start to 
reopen as the threat of the 
pandemic recedes.
The government has touted 
the strategy as proof that 
it values human life above 
material concerns and can 
avert the public health crises 
seen in many Western coun-
tries. Top Chinese leaders 
on Thursday again vowed to 
“unwaveringly adhere” to ze-
ro-Covid and “resolutely fight 
against” criticism of the pol-
icy, despite a growing public 
outcry against the measures. 
Anger is especially pointed 
in Shanghai, where 25m 
people have seethed under 
a patchwork of lockdowns 
since March amid com-
plaints of overzealous lock-
down measures and spartan 
quarantine conditions.

Ukrainian officials say 
Russia hampering rescue
KYIV: Ukrainian officials accused 
Russia of violating a ceasefire on 
Friday aimed at evacuating scores 
of civilians trapped in a bombed-out 
steelworks in the city of Mariupol, 
after fighting thwarted efforts to res-
cue them the previous day.
Mariupol, a strategic southern port on 
the Azov Sea, has endured the most de-
structive siege of the 10-week-old war, 
and the sprawling Soviet-era Azovstal 
plant is the last part of the city still in 
the hands of Ukrainian fighters.
U.N.-brokered evacuations of some 
of the hundreds of civilians who had 
taken shelter in the plant’s network 
of tunnels and bunkers began last 
weekend, but were halted in recent 
days by renewed fighting.
The head of Ukraine’s presidential 
staff, Andriy Yermak, said the next 
stage of the rescue was under way on 
Friday, but Mariupol authorities said 
Russian forces had fired at a car that 

was involved, killing one Ukrainian 
fighter and wounding six. Russia had 
no immediate comment. Andriy Bilet-
sky, a founder of the Azov Regiment 
holed up in the steelworks, said it was 
under attack and called for help.
“The fighting is continuing, the 
shelling does not stop,” he wrote 
in an online post, pleading for a pe-
tition to increase pressure on the 
United Nations and global leaders to 
help evacuate fighters and civilians.
“Every minute of procrastination 
is the life of civilians, soldiers and 
the wounded,” he wrote. Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy de-
scribed the blockade of Mariupol as 
torture and said if Russia killed civil-
ians or troops who could otherwise 
be released, his government could no 
longer hold peace talks with Moscow.
The port, which lies between the 
Crimea Peninsula seized by Moscow 
in 2014 and parts of eastern Ukraine 

taken by Russia-backed separatists 
the same year, is key to linking up 
the two Russian-held territories and 
blocking Ukrainian grain exports.
A senior U.N. official said nearly 
25 million tonnes of grain, need-
ed to prevent prices spiralling and 
causing hunger around the world, 
were stuck in Ukraine.
“It’s an almost grotesque situation,” 
Josef Schmidhuber, Deputy Director 
of the Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation’s Markets and Trade Division 
said in Geneva.
Ukraine’s general staff said Russian 
forces were continuing to try to take 
over the rest of eastern Ukraine, 
where Russia’s defence ministry said 
it had destroyed a large ammunition 
depot in Kramatorsk and had shot 
down two Ukrainian warplanes.
Ukraine said it had captured 11 Rus-
sian snipers in the region around its 
second city, Kharkiv. – Agencies

Shehroze becomes youngest 
ever to scale Kangchenjunga

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's 
youngest mountaineer 
Shehroze Kashif on Thurs-
day added another feather 

to his cap, as he became 
the youngest mountaineer 
to reach the summit of the 
8,586-meter Kangchenjun-
ga peak. Kashif, who hails 
from Lahore, also achieved 
another feat as he is the 

first Pakistani to scale the 
world’s third-highest peak, 
which is situated in the 
eastern Himalayas. Young 
Pakistani climber, who had 
become the youngest Paki-
stani to scale Mount Ever-

est, used supplemental oxy-
gen on his climbs to Broad 
Peak and Everest. With the 
latest feat, the Pakistani 
teen who is known as ‘The 
Broad Boy’ becomes the 
youngest mountaineer to 
summit the top peaks in-
cluding Everest 8849m, 
K2 8611m, and Kanchen-
junga 8586m.
Meanwhile, sports enthu-
siasts, activists, and social 
media users congratulated 
Kashif on his success and 
prayed for his safe return 
from the peak.
Pakistani ace climber re-
portedly started hiking at 
the tender age of 11. He 
started his journey with 
the  Makra peak and then 
climbed Musa Ka Massa-
lah peak (4,080m), and 
Chembra peak (4,600m) at 
age 12. Later, he summit-
ed Minglik Sar Shimshal 
(6,050m), K2 Gondogoro 
La K2 Base Camp, Khurdo-
pin Pass (5,890m), Broad 
Peak (8,047m), Khusar 
Gang-Alpine Style, and 
Mount Everest (8,849m) 
at age of 19. His expedi-
tion to the Broad Peak 
(8,047m) earned him the 
title “The Broad Boy”.

Saudi coalition releases 
Yemeni prisoners as 

part of truce deal
RIYADH: The full agreement has yet to be implemented, 
but aims to pave the way to an end of the nearly 8-year-
old war. The Red Cross has said that a plane carrying 
Yemeni prisoners held by the Saudi-led coalition has ar-
rived in the southern city of Aden as part of a truce deal 
between the warring parties. The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross is facilitating the transfer of at least 
100 prisoners back to Yemen on three flights, said ICRC 
Yemen spokesman Basheer Omar on Friday.
The Saudi-led coalition fighting in Yemen said last month 
that it would release 163 prisoners to its rivals - the Iran-
backed Houthi rebels - as part of a ceasefire agreement be-
tween them. The agreement aims to pave the way to end 
the nearly 8-year-old war. There was no immediate com-
ment from Houthi authorities on the release, or clarification 
on how the prisoners would make their way back to their 
territory.  Aden, in the country’s south, is controlled by the 
country’s internationally recognised government.
The truce, which went into effect on April 2, is the first 
nationwide cease-fire in Yemen in six years. It came amid 
concerted international and regional efforts to find a set-
tlement to a conflict that has devastated the Arab World’s 
poorest country and pushed it to the brink of famine. But 
the full agreement has yet to be implemented. In late April, 
both sides failed to operate the first commercial flight in 
six years from the rebel-held capital of Sanaa. – Agencies

Hafeez slams Ramiz 
Raja for Pakistan 

Junior League idea
 

LAHORE: Veteran cricketer Mohammad Hafeez opposed 
the idea of Pakistan Junior League (PJL) which was intro-
duced by current PCB chairman Ramiz Raja. 
In an Eid Special interview on Geo News, Hafeez took a 
dig at Raja's idea of a franchise league for junior cricketers. 
"When I heard about the Junior cricket league, I thought 
it will definitely hurt our cricket system," he said.  "If you 
involve your players in T20 cricket at such a young age, how 
will they get ready for the big stage?" Hafeez questioned. 
The cricketer suggested the cricket board to reconsider 
their decision and introduce an opportunity for young 
cricketers in longer formats. "At this age, you work on 
the basics. These young players must be involved in 
longer format cricket," he concluded.  It must be noted 
here that the inaugural edition of the PJL will be played 
in Lahore from October 1-15. – DNA

Ben Stokes scores 
fastest century

WORCESTER: England's Test skipper Ben Stokes smashed 
64-ball century to register fastest century for Durham Coun-
ty Cricket Club in County Championship. 
Stokes shined against Worcestershire during division two 
contest and smoked 100 runs off just 64 balls laced with 
10 sixes and six boundaries. 
The left-handed batter led Durham to 549/4 on day one of 
their contest against Worcestershire. When this story was 
filed, Stokes was batting at 147 not-out. 
Stokes 64-ball century is the fastest of this year's county 
championship so far. The fastest century scorer in every 
county championship season receives Walter Lawrence Tro-
phy.  Currently, Liam Livingstone holds the accolade for his 
42-ball century last year for England. – DNA
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Briefs
SpaceX 
Crew-3 

astronauts 
back on 

Earth
New York: After living 
and working in space for 
six months, NASA’s SpaceX 
Crew-3 astronauts returned 
to earth on Friday.  “After 
177 days in space, Dragon 
and Crew-3 astronauts raja 
Chari, Tom Marshburn, 
kayla Barron, and Matthias 
Maurer returned to earth 
and splashed down off the 
coast of Florida at 12:43 
a.m. eT (0443GMT) on Fri-
day, May 6,” according to 
the SpaceX website.
Four astronauts, who were 
sent into space on Nov. 11 
last year, returned with the 
Dragon capsule called en-
durance. while the Crew-3 
team conducted hundreds 
of experiments and space-
walks on the International 
Space Station, they also 
worked on the development 
of solar panels. The team’s 
return trip, which also test-
ed an electron microscope, 
was scheduled for wednes-
day but was delayed due to 
unfavorable weather condi-
tions. – APP

India to 
reopen 

abandoned 
coal mines 

MUMBAI: India plans to 
lease abandoned coal pits 
to private mining compa-
nies, a government official 
said Friday, in an effort to 
ramp up production as pow-
er outages exacerbate a 
sweltering heatwave.
Coal supplies more than 
two-thirds of India’s ener-
gy needs and the country 
has baulked at the cost of 
transitioning to renewables 
-- even as unseasonably 
hot weather illustrates the 
threat from climate change 
caused by burning fossil fu-
els. Soaring temperatures 
have prompted higher ener-
gy demand in recent weeks 
and left India facing a 25 
million tonne shortfall at a 
time when coal spot prices 
have skyrocketed since the 
start of the year.
“we’ve always believed that 
coal is a much-maligned 
sector,” coal ministry offi-
cial Anil kumar Jain said at 
an industry event.
“earlier we were hailed as 
bad boys because we were 
promoting fossil fuel and 
now we are in the news (be-
cause) we are not supplying 
enough of it.” The govern-
ment plans to lease more 
than 100 dormant state-
owned coal mines to private 
miners on a revenue-shar-
ing basis.
officials said they will “cut 
out the red tape” to encour-
age bids from mining giants 
Vedanta, Adani and others.
India needs a billion tonnes 
of coal to meet domestic de-
mand each year. Most of its 
needs are met by domestic 
producers, with a record 
777 million tonnes of coal 
mined in the year to the 
end of March. – Agencies

russia claims 
downing 2 
Ukrainian 
fighter jets

MoSCow: The russian air 
defense systems downed 
Ukraine’s two fighter jets 
last night, the country’s 
Defense Ministry said on 
Friday. one Su-25 and one 
MiG-29, as well as four bal-
listic missiles Tochka-U and 
13 unmanned aerial vehicles, 
were shot down last night, 
the ministry’s spokesman 
Igor konashenkov said at a 
press briefing in Moscow.
Meanwhile, the aerospace 
forces destroyed a large am-
munition depot, a missile 
system Tochka-U and 10 
strongholds of the Ukraini-
an army with high-precision 
missiles, the spokesman 
added. The aviation hit 24 
objects in Ukraine’s military 
infrastructure, including 
18 areas of concentration 
of manpower and military 
equipment, an artillery bat-
tery in firing positions, as 
well as two warehouses of 
rocket and artillery weapons, 
he said. The Strategic rock-
et Forces destroyed a launch-
er of an S-300 air defense 
system as well as five areas 
of concentration of manpow-
er and military equipment, 
while the artillery struck six 
command posts, three am-
munition depots, 187 strong 
points, areas of concentra-
tion of manpower and mili-
tary equipment, as well as 26 
Ukrainian artillery batteries, 
he noted. – APP

500 more 
civilians 

evacuated 
from Azovstal 

plant
kYIV: Nearly 500 more ci-
vilians were evacuated from 
Ukraine’s Azovstal steel 
plant and Mariupol city, 
according to presidential 
sources on Friday. 
“we conducted another 
phase of the difficult op-
eration to evacuate peo-
ple from Mariupol and 
Azovstal. I can confirm 
that we were able to evac-
uate almost 500 civilians,” 
Andrii Yermak, the head 
of the office of the Pres-
ident of Ukraine, said on 
Telegram. Thanking the 
UN for helping the evac-
uation, he stressed that 
Ukraine would continue 
to do everything possible 
to rescue all civilians and 
military personnel. Mean-
while, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres in 
a tweet confirmed the suc-
cessful evacuation of the 
civilians, saying: “2 safe 
passage convoys success-
fully evacuated nearly 500 
people from the Azovstal 
plant, the city of Mariupol 
& surrounding areas.”
“I hope that continued coordi-
nation with Moscow and kyiv 
will lead to more humanitari-
an pauses in order to allow ci-
vilians safe passage,” he add-
ed.  At least 3,280 civilians 
have been killed and 3,451 
others injured in Ukraine 
since russia launched a war 
on the country on Feb. 24, 
according to UN estimates. 
The true toll is feared to be 
much higher. More than 5.7 
million people have fled to 
other countries, with some 
7.7 million people internally 
displaced, data from the UN 
refugee agency show. – APP

russia claims 
downing 2 
Ukrainian 
fighter jets

MoSCow: The russian air 
defense systems downed 
Ukraine’s two fighter jets last 
night, the country’s Defense 
Ministry said on Friday.
one Su-25 and one MiG-
29, as well as four ballistic 
missiles Tochka-U and 13 
unmanned aerial vehicles, 
were shot down last night, 
the ministry’s spokesman 
Igor konashenkov said at a 
press briefing in Moscow.
Meanwhile, the aerospace 
forces destroyed a large am-
munition depot, a missile 
system Tochka-U and 10 
strongholds of the Ukrain-
ian army with high-preci-
sion missiles, the spokes-
man added. The aviation 
hit 24 objects in Ukraine’s 
military infrastructure, 
including 18 areas of con-
centration of manpower 
and military equipment, an 
artillery battery in firing 
positions, as well as two 
warehouses of rocket and 
artillery weapons, he said. 
The Strategic rocket Forc-
es destroyed a launcher of 
an S-300 air defense sys-
tem as well as five areas of 
concentration of manpower 
and military equipment, 
while the artillery struck 
six command posts, three 
ammunition depots, 187 
strong points, areas of con-
centration of manpower and 
military equipment, as well 
as 26 Ukrainian artillery 
batteries, he noted. – APP

500 more 
civilians 

evacuated 
from Azovstal 

plant
kYIV: Nearly 500 more ci-
vilians were evacuated from 
Ukraine’s Azovstal steel 
plant and Mariupol city, 
according to presidential 
sources on Friday.  “we con-
ducted another phase of the 
difficult operation to evac-
uate people from Mariupol 
and Azovstal. I can confirm 
that we were able to evac-
uate almost 500 civilians,” 
Andrii Yermak, the head of 
the office of the President 
of Ukraine, said on Tele-
gram. Thanking the UN for 
helping the evacuation, he 
stressed that Ukraine would 
continue to do everything 
possible to rescue all civil-
ians and military personnel.
Meanwhile, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres in a tweet confirmed 
the successful evacuation of 
the civilians, saying: “2 safe 
passage convoys successful-
ly evacuated nearly 500 peo-
ple from the Azovstal plant, 
the city of Mariupol & sur-
rounding areas.” “I hope 
that continued coordination 
with Moscow and kyiv will 
lead to more humanitarian 
pauses in order to allow 
civilians safe passage,” he 
added. – Agencies

Germany to deliver howitzers to Ukraine
BerLIN: Germany will send seven howitzer artillery systems 
to Ukraine to help the country defend itself against russia, 
the German Defense Ministry confirmed on Friday. In a state-
ment on Twitter, the ministry said Germany and its NATo ally 
the Netherlands will deliver a total of 12 PzH 2000 long-range 
howitzers to the country. “Preparations are completed for the 
training in Germany, and it will begin next week,” the minis-
try said. German-made Panzerhaubitz 2000 (PzH 2000) howit-
zers are known as one of the most powerful artillery systems.
Chancellor olaf Scholz’s coalition government long main-
tained a cautious policy and ruled out supplying weapons 
to Ukraine, but reversed its policy in February, following 

russia’s war on Ukraine. Last week, the government fur-
ther toughened its stance and started approving the de-
livery of heavy weapons to Ukraine. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has repeatedly called on Germany 
to supply heavier weapons to his country, including tanks, 
artillery, and air defense systems. At least 3,280 civilians 
have been killed and 3,451 others injured in Ukraine since 
the war with russia began on Feb. 24, according to UN 
estimates. The true toll is feared to be much higher. More 
than 5.7 million people have fled to other countries, with 
some 7.7 million people internally displaced, data from the 
UN refugee agency show. – Agencies

orban says ursula has 
‘attacked european unity’
Viktor orban said "I don't want to confront the eU but to cooper-

ate....but this is only possible if they take our interests into account."
Foreign Desk 

BUDAPeST: Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor orban has criticised european Com-
mission head Ursula von der Leyen for "at-
tacking" eU unity with a proposed russian 
oil ban, saying it crosses a red line.
"The european Commission president, in-
tentionally or unintentionally, has attacked 
the european unity that had been worked 
out," Mr orban said on state radio.
"From the first moment we made clear that 
there will be a red line, that is the energy 
embargo, they have crossed this red line."
Meanwhile, two sources have told reuters 
that the european Commission has amend-
ed a proposal for an embargo on russian oil 
to extend the period before it takes effect 
for Hungary, Slovakia and the Czech repub-
lic.  Under the tweaked proposal, Hungary 
and Slovakia will continue to be able to buy 
russian oil from pipelines until the end of 
2024, whereas the Czech republic could 
continue until June 2024, provided that it 
does not get oil via a pipeline from southern 
europe earlier, the sources said.
Bulgaria had also asked for exemptions, if 
others obtained them, but was not offered 
concessions on deadlines, "because they 
don't have a real point," one official said.

The other three countries who were grant-
ed more leeway "have an objective prob-
lem," the official added.
one of the sources said that the extended 
deadlines were calculated on the likely con-
struction times for pipeline upgrades.
The official said Hungary and Slovakia ac-
counted for only 6% of the eU's oil imports 
from russia, and the exemptions would not 
change the impact of the ban on the russian 
economy. Top eU diplomat Josep Borrell said 
today he would call an extraordinary meeting 
of eU foreign affairs ministers next week if 

no deal was reached by the weekend. Mr or-
ban said earlier that Hungary would need five 
years and huge investments in its refineries 
and pipelines to transform its current system 
which gets about 65% of its oil from russia.

one diplomat familiar with the talks 
among eU envoys in Brussels dismissed 
Mr orban's comments as "mostly blus-
ter", describing instead a constructive 
atmosphere in the negotiations.

Kremlin slams Poland’s 
rhetoric against Russia

MosCoW: Kremlin spokesman dmi-
try Peskov called the rhetoric by 
Poland’s politicians against russia 
“openly hostile.” 
He further said Poland may pose a 
threat for ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity as Polish officials often mention 
that part of ukraine’s territory con-
sists of “historic Polish lands.” “There 
has been very hostile rhetoric from Po-
land in recent months, it has tradition-
ally not been friendly for a long time, 
but in recent months it has become 
hostile, and the fact that Poland may 
pose a threat to the territorial integrity 
of ukraine are obvious facts,” Peskov 
said. earlier, the russian intelligence 
service claimed that Poland may dis-
patch its troops to the western part 
of ukraine under the pretext of help 

against “russian aggression.”
Meanwhile, Belarusian President Al-
exander lukashenko said that russia, 
ukraine, and Belarus may later fight 
together against Poland in order to 
restore ukraine’s territorial integrity. 
The Kremlin spokesman declined to 
comment on lukashenko’s statement. 
Tensions have been running high in 
eastern europe after russia launched 
a war on ukraine on Feb. 24. West-
ern nations and the eu have put their 
weight behind ukraine and placed a 
plethora of sanctions on russia as rus-
sia’s neighbors scramble to pick a side.
At least 3,280 civilians have been 
killed and 3,451 others injured in 
ukraine since the war with russia be-
gan on Feb. 24, according to un esti-
mates. – APP

Aliyev upbeat about agri potential of Karabakh
we are now in the phase of planning agricultural development in the liberated 

territories, and therefore your valuable recommendations will be highly appreciated
BAkU: President Ilham Aliyev has said 
that the agricultural potential in Azerbai-
jan’s liberated lands is very impressive.
He made the remarks while receiving in 
a video format United Nations Food and 
Agriculture organization Director-Gener-
al Qu Dongyu.
“As a result of the liberation of territories 
of Azerbaijan, we are now in the active 
phase of development of those lands with 
respect to infrastructure, including agri-
cultural development. Because the agri-
cultural potential in the liberated areas is 
really very impressive,” he said.
He noted that the liberated lands have a 
very diverse nature, climatic zones, and 
opportunities to increase significantly the 
country’s production for domestic con-
sumption and export.
“we are now in the phase of planning ag-
ricultural development in the liberated 
territories. And therefore your valuable 
recommendations will be highly appre-

ciated,” he said.
Speaking about bilateral cooperation, Al-
iyev expressed satisfaction with the lev-
el of partnership between the FAo and 
Azerbaijan. He added that the agreement 
which was signed seven years ago actual-
ly created a new format of cooperation, 

expressing hope that in the coming years 
this partnership will continue.
“especially now in these difficult times 
when issues related to food security be-
come more and more important for every 
country, including Azerbaijan. Because 
despite our growth in the export of agri-
cultural products we are still recipients 
of agricultural products. Therefore, our 
future plans and general regional devel-
opment with respect to food security, I 
think, should be important to discuss, to 
address the new challenges,” he said.
The president stressed that agricultural 
development in Azerbaijan is one of the 
priorities for the government.
“Because first, it is food security which 
is important now for every country, may-
be more than several years ago. And sec-
ond, for us it is an important part of our 
non-energy related export which is grow-
ing,” he said.
He mentioned that during the first three 

months of the year growth in non-energy 
export in Azerbaijan was 45 percent.
“of course, it is important for employ-
ment, because almost half of our popula-
tion live in rural areas. Therefore, agricul-
ture for these people is the main source 
of their income,” he said.
Aliyev also briefed on the reforms, sub-
sidies, and the support the government 
provides to farmers.
“Farmers are free from any taxes, in-
cluding land tax. And also soft low-in-
terest loans which we provide to farm-
ers. All this creates opportunities for 
rapid development of agriculture but 
of course, we need to plan everything 
properly, especially now after the liber-
ation of territories and to apply modern 
technologies,” he said.
In turn, Qu Dongyu noted that agro-e-com-
merce or digital agriculture and food, as 
well as digital development of rural areas, 
are of particular importance.

Chinese power giant 
distributes ration to over 
700 deserving families 

ISLAMABAD, May 6 (): More than 
700 deserving families of local com-
munities adjacent to Pakistan’s Thar 
Block-1 Integrated Coal Mine Power 
Project were gifted ration Hampers 
during the holy month of ramadan by 
Thar Coal Block-1 Power Generation 
Company (TCB-1), Shanghai electric, 
China's leading energy equipment 
manufacturer.
Themed "Food Drive with Love", the 
campaign was to guarantee food se-
curity of the locals for the year 2022, 
according to China economic Net 
(CeN). each ration package contains 
14 items, including flour, sugar, rice as 
well as other essential items, suiting 
regional food habits and ensuring that 

each family of nearby communities can 
celebrate eid al-Fitr with satisfaction 
and happiness.
"ramadan is about love, devotion, and 
caring," source from TCB-1 told the re-
porter, adding that on the basis of fully 
respecting local culture and customs 
and carrying the sharing and giving 
spirit, the ration distribution is part of 
their sincere commitment to improv-
ing local community’s livelihood.
As per TCB-1, the ration packages can 
help relieve some of the burdens faced 
by local residents and TCB-1 staff felt 
so rewarded when seeing the heartfelt 
smiles of these neighbors. 
Thousands of beneficiaries will enjoy a 
joyous and peaceful celebration of eid 

al-Fitr when receiving the ramadan 
hampers. As the leading developer of 
Thar Block-1 Integrated Coal Mine 
Power Project, Shanghai electric is 
capable of powering 4 million house-
holds in Pakistan with 1320 megawatts 
of indigenous, affordable and reliable 
electricity after CoD. 
It also shoulders corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSr) by donating relief 
supplies and food to orphanage foun-
dations, initiating Covid-19 vaccination 
campaigns, launching free Chinese 
language training programs and so on. 
Up until now, the project has hired 
more than 7,000 Pakistani workers in 
its coal mine and power plant projects 
in Thar, Sindh, Pakistan. – APP

Pak export to 
China up nearly 

17% in Q1
BeIJING: Pakistan's export 
to China crossed $ 1.039 
billion in the first quarter 
of 2022, recording a nearly 
17% increase from January 
to March this year, China 
economic Net (CeN) re-
ported on Friday quoting 
General Administration of 
Customs of the People’s re-
public of China (GACC).
According to data from 
GACC, in the first three 
months of this year, China's 
exports to Pakistan also 
increased 28.69 percent 
amounting to $6.058 billion 
as compared with the previ-
ous year which was $ 4.70 
billion.
Badar uz Zaman, Commer-
cial Counselor of Pakistani 
embassy in Beijing said 
after the implementation 
of the second phase of 
China-Pakistan Free Trade 
Agreement in 2020 - which 
allowed Pakistani manufac-
turers and traders to export 
around 313 new products 
to the Chinese market with 
zero duties - and with the 
deepening of economic and 
trade cooperation between 
the two countries, bilateral 

trade is increasing every 
year.
"Now Pakistani traders can 
export overall more than 
1,000 items to China at 
zero tariffs which helped 
enhance Pakistan's exports 
to China", he stated.
He further said that the sec-
ond phase of China-Pakistan 
economic Corridor (CPeC) 
with a special focus on ag-
riculture, science & tech-
nology, and socioeconomic 
development also assisted 
expansion of  cooperation.
Besides, the enhanced agri-
cultural cooperation for the 
last two to three years be-
tween the two countries, es-
pecially in hybrid seeds, lat-
est technologies, pesticide, 
and urea, “helped increase 
the production of crops and 
this surplus yield helped in-
crease export to China."
Among the growth of trade 
in major products between 
the two countries, textiles, 
seafood, and agricultural 
products have increased 
year on year, which has pro-
moted Pakistan's economic 
recovery and increased its 
exports to China. – APP

Police fire  
tear-gas at students 

in Sri Lanka
CoLoMBo:  Police again 
fired tear gas and water 
cannon at students trying 
to storm Sri Lanka's parlia-
ment Friday as the country 
was brought to a halt by a 
trade union strike demand-
ing the government step 
down. Months of blackouts 
and acute shortages of food, 
fuel and pharmaceuticals 
have caused widespread 
suffering across the South 
Asian island nation of 22 
million people. Public anger 
has sparked sustained pro-
tests demanding the govern-
ment's resignation over its 
mismanagement of the cri-
sis, Sri Lanka's worst since 
independence in 1948.
Thousands of student pro-
testers had been camped 
on the road leading to the 
legislature, which is on a 
man-made island on a lake 

in the capital Colombo, since 
Thursday. officers fired a 
barrage of tear gas followed 
by water cannon from two 
trucks, but the crowd quickly 
reassembled behind police 
barricades set up to block ac-
cess to the parliament. It was 
the second time police tried 
to disperse the crowd with 
tear gas, after an earlier un-
successful attempt on Thurs-
day afternoon. 
Millions of workers stayed off 
the job on Friday in a strike 
organised by the country's 
trade union movement, with 
all but one scheduled train 
service cancelled. 
Privately owned buses were off 
the roads while industrial work-
ers demonstrated outside their 
factories and black flags were 
hung across the country in an 
expression of anger against the 
government. – APP

BeiruT: Pakistan ambassador to lebanon salman Athar called on Patriarch Cardinal Mar 
Bashara Butros Al-rai. Matters of mutual interest were discussed during the meeting. – dnA



Imran, Aleem trade barbs

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf 
Chairman Imran Khan and estranged 
PTI leader Aleem Khan traded barbs 
on Friday harling accusations against 
each other with Aleem throwing a chal-
lenge of TV debate to the PTI chief. 
Breaking his silence, Aleem Khan 
asked the PTI chairman to answer 

some important questions. “Let Imran 
Khan, Jahangir Khan, me come on tele-
vision for a debate. Whatever you know 
say it, we will also unveil the fact,” he 
added. Aleem Khan also demanded 
investigation against Farah Khan Gogi 
over relations with a top developer. “I 
want you to utter my name with respect 
so I can reciprocate in the same spirit,” 
Aleem Khan told Imran Khan. He also 
made some startling revelations about 
the Ravi Urban Development Author-
ity (RUDA). Aleem Khan said Imran 
Khan in his recent interview claimed 
that the reason for differences with 
him (Aleem) was that he wanted to get 
300 acres of land legalized. Aleem said 
he had been standing with Imran Khan 
since 2010. “This housing society was 
owned by me in 2010 and I still own this 

society,” he added. In his interview, 
Imran Khan had accused his former 
aides Aleem Khan and Jahangir Khan 
Tareen of seeking illegal benefits from 
him, saying differences were developed 
when he refused them. He said “Aleem 
Khan expected me to legalise his 300-
acre land near Ravi”, adding from there 
“I developed differences with him.” 
Talking about Jahangir Tareen, Imran 
Khan said that his problem was the 
sugar crisis on which a commission 
was also formed. “Tareen stood with 
those who are the biggest dacoits in 
the country. When I ordered a probe 
into the matter, differences devel-
oped with Tareen.” In his response, 
Aleem Khan said did he know in 2010 
that Imran Khan would become a 
prime minister in 2018. – DNA
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LAHORE: The World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) raised questions on 
Pakistan’s COVID-19 death toll that 
laid bare how vastly the country had 
undercounted victims.
According to a new WHO report, al-
most three times as many people have 
died around the world as a result of 
COVID-19 as the official data show.
The world health body estimated that 
the COVID-19 pandemic killed around 
15 million people worldwide in 2020 
and 2021 -- nearly triple the number 
of deaths officially attributed to the 
disease. Meanwhile, in Pakistan, the 

figure was eight times as high.
“The full death toll associated directly 
or indirectly with the COVID-19 pan-
demic between January 1, 2020 and 
December 31, 2021 was approximately 
14.9 million (range 13.3 million to 16.6 
million),” the UN health agency said.
Reacting to the WHO panel’s report, 
former special assistant to then prime 
minister on health Dr Faisal Sultan 
said the WHO data on coronavirus 
deaths in Pakistan is “not reliable”.
Dr Sultan defended the government’s 
death reports, saying that studies of 
the number of graveyard burials in ma-
jor cities did not reveal large numbers 
of uncounted victims of the pandemic.
In a statement, he said: “I have to 

look at the WHO report in detail. We 
checked the cemetery record to deter-
mine the number of deaths from coro-
navirus. We also checked this record 
through our own system.”
The figures are extremely sensitive 
due to how they reflect on the handling 
of the crisis by authorities around the 
world, with some countries, notably In-
dia, already contesting the far higher 
numbers. Dr Sultan said: “Our corona 
death record was accurate but it is not 
possible to have a 100% correct death 
toll, it could be 10-30% less but to say it 
was eight times less is unbelievable.”
The former SAPM said the WHO re-
port was based on hypothetical data 
which was “not authentic”.

WHO raises questions on 
Pakistan’s Covid death toll
Dr Sultan defended the government’s death reports, saying that 
studies of the number of graveyard burials in major cities did 
not reveal large numbers of uncounted victims of the pandemic

Briefs
Govt starts 
receiving 

online Hajj 
applications 

for 2022
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Min-
istry of Religious Affairs 
and Interfaith Harmony 
has started receiving on-
line Hajj applications for 
the ongoing year. Those 
who have plans to go on 
Hajj can submit their ap-
plications on the website 
of the ministry. 
It has been made man-
datory for the appli-
cants to also submit 
medical certif icate and 
other documents with 
their applications.
The applicants will also 
have to pay Rs50,000 
token fee with the sub-
mission of their online 
applications. The banks 
authorised will start re-
ceiving applications from 
May 9. The applications 
will be received online 
and by the banks author-
ised until May 13. 
Those who are declared 
successful in balloting will 
be able to leave for Hajj 
on May 15 after paying all 
their dues by May 13. The 
ministry has urged the 
people not to submit Hajj 
documents and fee to the 
private tour operators. 

PIA to 
bring back 
Pakistanis 

from Jeddah
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Spokesman 
for the Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) said 
on Friday that the airline 
had got the permission 
of the Saudi Aviation for 
operating four special 
flights to bring back over 
400 Pakistanis stranded at 
Jeddah Airport due to un-
usual rush of passengers 
and delayed departures of 
flights. 
The spokesman further 
said that the national f lag 
carrier would bring these 
passengers to Islamabad 
and Karachi airports via 
these f lights for which 
it had arranged airbus-
es-320.  

Water 
shortage 
in Sindh 

reaches 53%
DNA

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
ernment has termed the 
shortage of water under 
the water agreement as 
a threat to the agricultur-
al economy of Sindh and 
said that the water short-
age in Sindh has reached 
53% which is increasing 
day by day.
Agriculture Advisor Man-
zoor Wassan further said 
in his statement that if 
the water crisis situation 
in Sindh persists, then the 
crops of Sindh could be se-
verely damaged. 
He said that due to water 
scarcity, there is a danger 
of damage to sugarcane, 
mango, rice, chilli, ol-
ive and palm orchards in 
Sindh. Water has started 
running out. Since ex-Gov-
ernment of PTI, Sindh 
Province has received less 
than due share acre-feet of 
agricultural water.
Manzoor Wassan said that 
in the last three and a half 
years, Sindh recieved 16% 
in Kharif while in Rabi 22% 
less than due share due 
to which water shortages 
rised and affected the pro-
duction of key crop vegeta-
bles and orchards. 
Manzoor Wassan said 
that due to shortage of 
water in Sindh under Im-
ran government, wheat, 
rice and cotton crops 
were reduced last year, 
which has resulted in 
loss of billions of rupees 
to the farmers of Sindh.
Imran government loot-
ed farmers badly. If 
Sindh got its due share 
of water in the Imran 
government, then fer-
tile lands of Sindh would 
not be affected and crop 
production would not be 
reduced. Sindh Province 
should be given it’s due 
share of water, curtailing 
of share will not be ac-
ceptable at any cost.

NEPRA 
imposes 

Rs 50 mln 
fine on NTDC

DNA
ISLAMABAD: National 
Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) has im-
posed a fine of Rs. 50 Million 
on National Transmission & 
Despatch Company (NTDC) 
on account of its inability to re-
store power supply in a timely 
manner in the wake of total 
power system collapse that oc-
curred on January 9, 2021 and 
took 20 hours (approximately) 
to restore the system.
Earlier, NEPRA took se-
rious notice of the said 
incident and constituted 
an Inquiry Committee to 
thoroughly investigate the 
matter in the light of NE-
PRA Laws, Rules and Regu-
lations, said a press release 
issued here on Friday.
The Committee conducted 
the inquiry and presented 
a detailed report to the Au-
thority, on the basis of which 
the Authority initiated legal 
proceedings against NTDC. 
Accordingly, an explanation 
was issued to NTDC on 
April 1, 2021 under Rule 
4(1) of the NEPRA (Fines) 
Rules 2002, followed by a 
show cause notice on Au-
gust 25, 2021 under Section 
27B of the NEPRA Act.

Countries 
vow to boost 
food security

GENEVA: The European 
Union, the United States and 
more than two dozen other 
countries vowed Friday to 
shore up global food securi-
ty in a joint statement to the 
World Trade Organization. 
Voicing alarm at the “global 
effects on food security” trig-
gered by Ukrainian war, they 
stressed “the urgency and 
importance of maintaining 
open and predictable agri-
cultural markets and trade”. 
That would “ensure the con-
tinued flow of food, as well 
as products, services and in-
puts essential for agricultur-
al and food production and 
supply chains”, they added.
The United Nations has 
warned the war and eco-
nomic sanctions on Moscow 
have disrupted global food 
supplies, sparking fears of 
widespread hunger.
“The bullets and bombs in 
Ukraine could take the glob-
al hunger crisis to levels 
beyond anything we’ve seen 
before,” World Food Pro-
gramme chief David Beas-
ley warned back in March.
The conflict, he later told 
the UN Security Council, 
would mean “skyrocket-
ing food, fuel and shipping 
costs, less food for the 
starving and even more peo-
ple going hungry.” – APP

Putin prepares to celebrate 
Victory Day amid war

Russia will celebrate the Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi Germany, but as a 
new war boils in Ukraine, observers are keen to know what Putin might unveil

web DeSK

MOSCOW: On Monday, thousands of 
soldiers, tanks and military vehicles will 
march through Moscow’s Red Square, 
while fighter jets roar overhead as part of 
the annual Victory Day parade.
This day of pride, which will mark the 
77th anniversary of the Soviet Union’s 
victory over Nazi Germany in World War 
II, is seen by some observers as a propa-
ganda tool for President Vladimir Putin’s 
government, which is drawing on history 
for its ongoing invasion of Ukraine. 
And some fear that Putin will use this 
year’s celebratory occasion to ramp up 
war efforts. “Victory in World War II be-
came the defining myth in post-war Soviet 
life, outstripping even the Revolution in 
its significance,” explained Stephen Nor-
ris, professor of Russian history at the 
University of Miami.
“Twenty-seven million Soviet citizens 
died during the war, and victory obviously 

came at a great cost. It also validat-
ed the sacrifices made during 
the war. Nobel-Prize-winning 
author Svetlana Alexievich 
has captured this well, by 
stating the history of vic-
tory replaced the history 
of the actual war.” As 
Victory Day approaches, 
some observers believe 
that the top brass, frus-
trated at the lack of pro-
gress in subduing Ukraine, 
will call for a push, and Putin 
will declare total war.
“Putin and his advisers cer-
tainly pay attention to his-
torical anniversaries and 
like to use them to bol-
ster their hold 
on power,” 
Norris said. 
“Given how 
i m p o r t a n t 
Victory Day 

has been to Putin and Putinism, 
it’s hard to imagine that his 

government won’t try to use 
it for some purpose. It’s 
hard to see any sort of 
victory being declared. 
Instead, my fear is that 
Putin will use the holi-
day to announce a new 
offensive and new phase 
of the war.” Some also 
worry that Putin may 
announce a mass mobili-
sation, calling able-bodied 
men into service. Howev-
er, earlier rumours of mar-

tial law and conscription in 
March proved to be wrong.

“It’s hard to do a gen-
eral conscrip-
tion: I think 
that that’s 
when Rus-
sians would 
come out and 

protest,” said Wood. “You can conscript 
all those people in Buryatia (a mountain-
ous region in Siberia), but if you conscript 
Muscovites, they’ll protest. I don’t think 
he can declare victory, either. I think 
they’re planning a long slogging war.” 
Victory Day was first celebrated in 1965 
under Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, a 
veteran of the war himself.
It is also marked across the Russian dias-
pora and in other former Soviet countries, 
including Ukraine, which in 2015 symbol-
ically moved the date to May 8, when Eu-
rope remembers the day. On May 8, 1945, 
the commander of the remaining German 
forces surrendered to the Red Army, but 
because of the time difference between 
Berlin and Moscow, in Russia the occa-
sion is marked on May 9. 
Victory Day marks the immense sacrifice 
the Russian people and other nations of 
the Soviet Union made in the fight against 
Nazism. On June 22, 1941, the German 
army began its invasion of the USSR, 
named Operation Barbarossa.
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ISLAMABAD: Governor Punjab, Mr Omar Sarfraz Cheema, calls on President Dr Arif Alvi, 
at Aiwan-e-Sadr. – DNA

ECP adjourns 
estranged PTI MPs 
case until Tuesday

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
adjourned on Friday hearing of a case against the disgrun-
tled Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) parliamentarians until 
Tuesday after lawyer for the party sought some time for 
reading their written responses. A three-member ECP 
bench, headed by the chief election commissioner, heard 
the case. Lawyer for estranged PTI MNA Noor Alam Khan 
submitted the reply. “Will you give arguments today?” the 
chief election commissioner asked from him. “Yes, I will 
give the arguments,” answered the lawyer. 
Faisal Chaudhry, lawyer for the PTI, sought some time 

from the ECP to read the written r e s p o n s e s 
of the estranged PTI parliamen- tarians. He 
requested from the ECP bench to allow him 
to read everyone’s answers be fore 
starting the arguments. “We 
were expecting this from 
the lawyers for the 
estranged PTI parlia-
mentarians. But here 
you are the one who 
sought time,” said the 
chief election commis-
sioner. The ECP bench 
also sought replies from 
the renegade PTI members o f 
the Punjab Assembly.
The ECP bench, howev-
er, disposed of the ref-
erence as far as PTI MPA 
Javed Akhtar was concerned after h e said in his 
statement that he walked out after boycotting the Assembly 
session and did not cast his vote (in chief minister election).

Evidence shows 
Russia’s war crimes 
near Kyiv: Amnesty
NEW YORK: Amnesty International said on Friday there 
was compelling evidence that Russian troops had com-
mitted war crimes, including extrajudicial executions of 
civilians, when they occupied an area outside Ukraine’s 
capital in February and March. Civilians also suffered 
abuses such as “reckless shootings and torture” at the 
hands of Russian forces during their failed onslaught on 
Kyiv in the early stages of the invasion launched by the 
Kremlin on Feb. 24, the rights group said in a report. 
“These are not isolated incidents. These are very much 
part of a pattern wherever Russian forces were in con-
trol of a town or a village,” Donatella Rovera, Amnesty’s 
senior crisis response adviser, told a news conference in 
Kyiv. Information collected by the group “can be used, 
hopefully, for holding the perpetrators to account, if not 
today, one day in the future”, she said. – Agencies

China offers to provide 
relief to Afghanistan

BEIJING: China on Friday 
offered to provide disaster 
relief assistance to Afghani-
stan in wake of severe flood-
ing in several provinces of 
the country.  Chinese For-
eign Ministry Spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said during his 
regular briefing said that 
Afghanistan is a friendly 
neighbor of China and China 
is willing to provide disaster 
relief assistance to Afghani-
stan to the best of its ability 
in accordance with the dis-
aster situation and the de-
mands of Afghanistan.
He said that recently, se-
vere flooding occurred in 
many provinces of Afghani-
stan, causing casualties and 
property damage. China 

expresses its condolences 
to the unfortunate victims 
and condolences to the fam-
ilies of the victims and the 
injured, he added.   At least 
20 people were killed in 
heavy floods and hurricanes 
in several Afghan provinces.  
Maulvi Sharafuddin Muslim, a 
Taliban official at the Ministry 
of State for Disaster Manage-
ment, said about 20 people 
had been killed and 30 injured 
in recent floods in more than 
10 provinces.   According to 
locals and social media in 
Afghanistan, a large number 
of people were injured by 
floods, rains and hurricanes, 
and a lot of damage has been 
done to people’s property 
and livestock. – APP




