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Turkey wants 
concrete 

steps
News Desk

ANKARA: President Recep 
Tayyip Erdo-
gan criticized 
NATO allies 
for failing to 
take action 
to address 

Turkey’s security concerns. 
Speaking at a ceremony for 
the domestically developed 
Hizir Reis and Selman Reis 
submarines in Gölcük, Kocae-
li, the president said Ankara 
expects its NATO allies to 
take concrete steps to ad-
dress its security concerns 
rather than making ineffec-
tual statements. 

CJP among 
most influential 

people
ISLAMABAD: Chief Jus-

tice of Paki-
stan Umar 
Ata Bandial 
on Monday 
was named 
among the 

top 100 most influential 
people of 2022, the list 
released by Times Maga-
zine showed. – DNA

Fawad warns 
govt against 
using force

khayam abbasi

ISLAMABAD: PTI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Fawad Chaudhry Monday warned 
the government against using force to 
stop the “Azadi March” as the party 
prepares to head to Islamabad to seek 
early elections and send the coalition 
government packing. In a press confer-
ence flanked by party leaders, the for-
mer information minister told the gov-
ernment that it could arrest PTI leaders 
and workers if it wanted, but it would 
not be in its favour. PTI Chairman Im-
ran Khan had announced yesterday that 
his party’s much-anticipated Islamabad 
long march would begin on May 25 and 

Continued on Page 06

Govt decides
to finish term

staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: After much deliber-
ation, the coalition partners have 
decided that the government will 
go ahead with the completion of its 
term instead of early elections in the 
country. The govt allies also vowed to 
face the long march announced by the 
PTI Chairman. The sources said the 
government has also decided to take 
tough decisions in a bid to steer the 
country out of an economic crisis. As 
Finance Minister Miftah Ismail has 
left for Doha, Qatar, for talks with the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
the tough measures will reportedly be 
taken in a couple of days.
The decision comes after a meeting of 
the heads of the ruling alliance for con-
sultations amid pressure from the PTI 
to announce early elections.
The allied parties’ heads met last 
night to discuss the unstable political 
situation in the country after the an-
nouncement of a long march towards 
Islamabad by PTI Chairman Imran 

Khan. The government is reportedly 
considering accommodating PTI for 
the long march if the party intends 
to hold a rally and go back. 
However, if PTI plans to stage a sit-in 
and try to paralyse the system, the 
government will turn towards legal 
options to stop it, the sources said. 
On Sunday, Imran Khan announced 
an Azadi March to Islamabad on May 
25 to seek an election date and disso-
lution of the National Assembly. He 
asked the military to adhere to its 
promise of “neutrality”.
The government is in a fix as Paki-
stan’s economic situation gets worse 
due to rising fears that the country 
might go bankrupt if the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) bail-
out programme is not revived. The 
Fund has demanded the government 
remove subsidies on petroleum 
products which is likely to increase 
inflation and the ruling parties are 
having parleys on the matter be-
cause it has a high political cost.

Continued on Page 06

The government has also decided to 
take tough decisions in a bid to steer 
the country out of an economic crisis

New US 
envoy 
arrives

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
Donald Blome began his 
assignment at the United 
States Embassy in Islam-
abad on Monday.  Ambas-
sador Blome will lead the 
United States Mission in 
Pakistan in its ongoing ef-
forts to deepen connections 
between the Pakistani and 
American people and work 
with the government of Pa-
kistan towards a more sta-
ble, secure, and prosperous 
future for Pakistan.  Ambas-
sador Blome brings a wealth 
of experience and expertise 
to this shared effort and to 
the US Mission in Pakistan.  

Continued on Page 06

News Desk 

TOKYO: US Pres-
ident Joe Biden 
has warned Chi-
na is “flirting 
with danger” 
over Taiwan, and 
vowed to inter-

vene militarily to protect the island if 
it is attacked. Speaking in Japan, he 
appeared to contradict long-standing 
US policy in the region, although the 
White House insisted there had been 
no departure. Mr Biden drew a paral-
lel between Taiwan and Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, prompting an angry 
rebuke from Beijing. He is on his first 
tour of Asia as US president, visiting 
regional allies. Mr Biden prefaced his 

remarks saying US policy toward Tai-
wan “has not changed”. But his com-
ments in Tokyo are the second time in 
recent months he has unequivocally 
stated the US would defend Taiwan if 
China attacked, in what has been seen 
as a change in tone. The US has pre-
viously been vague on what it would 
do in such a situation. Mr Biden was 
answering questions in Tokyo during 
a press conference with Japanese 
PM Fumio Kishida, when a journal-
ist asked them about the defence of 
Taiwan. The US president began by 
directly linking the China-Taiwan situ-
ation to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
If there was a rapprochement even-
tually between Ukraine and Russia, 
and sanctions were not sustained, 

Continued on Page 06

Biden vows to defend Taiwan 
in apparent US policy shift

The US president began by directly linking the China-
Taiwan situation to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

Ready to face long march

Govt decides to 
seal red zone

saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Federal government has 
decided to fail Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
(PTI) long march towards Islamabad. In 
a move to fail the PTI’s long march, the 
PML-N-led federal government has decid-
ed to seal the coming and outgoing ways 
towards Islamabad and Rawalpindi.
Meanwhile, containers are also being shift-
ed to the federal capital’s Red Zone. It is 
expected that the Red Zone will be sealed 
by tonight to ensure entry denial to the PTI 
workers and supporters.On Sunday, Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman and former 
prime minister Imran Khan announced to 
hold Islamabad long march on May 25.Imran 
Khan addressed an important press confer-
ence after chairing the party’s core commit-
tee session to finalise the strategy and date 
of Islamabad’s long march. 
Tabling his demands, the PTI chairman 
said, “We are demanding the date of fresh 
elections and dissolution of the assembly. 
We want fair and free elections in the coun-
try. Our style of politics is peace and our 
public gatherings are attended by people 
from all walks of life and women.”

No hike in 
petroleum 

prices

NaziR siyal

KARACHI: Finance Minister Miftah Is-
mail has once again said the government 
doesn’t plan to increase the prices of 
petroleum products. However, the min-
ister hinted at an increase in the State 
Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP) interest rate.

Continued on Page 06

BEIJING: Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Wang Wenbin on Monday 
said Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari’s maiden official visit had further demon-
strated the new Pakistan Government’s 
commitment to developing all-weather bilat-
eral strategic partnership.
“I would like to stress here that Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal has made China destination of 
his first official bilateral visit after assuming 
the office. This further demonstrates that 
the new Pakistani Government is commit-
ted to developing our all weather strategic 
cooperative partnership. China appreciates 
it,” he said during his regular briefing. For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto paid a two-day 
visit to China at the invitation of Chinese 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi and held fruitful talk in a very cordial and 
friendly atmosphere in Guangzhou, capital 
city of Guangdong province. 
The spokesperson said during the talks, the 
two sides agreed that friendship between 

Pakistan and China was rock solid, and sol-
idarity and cooperation between the two 
nations had become an important source 
of stability in a turbulent world.  Both side 
agreed that the terrorist attack targeting Chi-
nese citizens in Pakistan was unacceptable 
and such despicable attempts to undermine 

Continued on Page 06

NIH issues 
monkeypox 

alert
All the big private 
and government 

hospitals are 
directed to 
establish 

isolation wards

staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: In light of 
monkeypox cases spreading 
across Europe, the United 
States, and the United Kin-
dom, Pakistan’s top health 
body Monday issued an alert 
regarding the virus. The fed-
eral and provincial health 
officials are put on high alert 
and instructions are issued 
to monitor passengers at air-
ports and other entrances, a 
National Institute of Health 
(NIH) notification said. The 
body further said that all the 
big private and government 
hospitals are directed to 
establish isolation wards. It 
also advised the medical staff 
at the hospitals to be careful 
around monkeypox patients. 

Continued on Page 06

'No room for 
compromise' 

on Taiwan
ageNcies 

BEIJING: Upping the ante follow-
ing comments by US President Joe 
Biden on Taiwan, China on Monday 
ruled out compromise and vowed 
to take "resolute actions to safe-
guard its sovereignty and security 
interests." "On issues related to 
China's sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, China has no room for 

Continued on Page 06

Tabling his demands, the PTI chairman 
said, “We are demanding the date of fresh 

elections and dissolution of the assembly. We 
want fair and free elections in the country”
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GWADAR: The initiatives in the domain of 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) un-
dertaken by China Overseas Ports Holding 
Company (COPHC) and other Chinese firms 
in Gwadar are appreciable and are aimed at 
the right direction, however, effective de-
velopment communication and positive en-
gagement with local communities is critical 
for the effectiveness and long-term success 
of these projects. All stakeholders should 
devise a mechanism for an integrated so-
cio-economic development strategy and en-
sure inclusion of the hopes and aspiration of 
the inhabitants of Gwadar vis-vis CPEC.
This was the crux of a two-day media con-
clave and roundtable conference titled 
‘CSR Initiatives in Gwadar (The Gateway 
to CPEC)’ co-organized by Institute of 
Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad and the 
University of Gwadar in collaboration with 
COPHC, Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) and 
Gwadar Development Authority (GDA) in 
the strategic port town. Speaking on the 
occasion, Naseer Khan Kashani, chairman, 
Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) stressed the 

importance of bringing the locals together 
through CSR. “We must prioritize people 
over infrastructure development. Drinkable 
water and electricity is the top priority of 
the authorities in Gwadar”, he stated.

Kashani said a desalination plant of about 
1.2 million gallons would become opera-
tional in six to eight months that would 
provide drinkable water for the locals. 
Moreover, the newly inaugurated state-

of-the-art Pak-China Vocational & Tech-
nical Training Institute will provide three 
years’ training to local youth, which is a 
big contribution by our Chinese friends, 
he added. “Chinese authorities have also 
recently provided 3,000 solar panels to 
the poorest of the poor in Gwadar for the 
provision of electricity,” he informed. 
While delivering the keynote speech, Zhang 
Baozhong, Chairman COPHC spoke at 
length about the experiences of his sev-
en-year stay in Gwadar. “We are cognizant 
of the fact that Gwadar deserves more rapid 
development to live up to the expectations 
of the local people. There is no denying the 
fact that it has developed much during the 
past seven years”, he remarked.
He stated three reasons for the promising 
prospects of Gwadar: the cooperation of 
the Gwadar people, its vast resources, and 
its strategic location. “The inhabitants of 
Gwadar deserve respect and development 
according to their rightful demands”, Mr. 
Baozhong underscored. “We are sending 
20 students to China on scholarships every 
year. We have been running a primary school 
here for the last five years and soon we will 
construct a secondary school as well. 

Media conclave reviews CSR projects under CPEC
“The inhabitants of Gwadar deserve respect and development according to their rightful demands”

Pak Korea FTA 
should be settled 

soon: Sohail Nisar

ISLAMABAD: Head of Public Policy for South Asia, Meta (the parent company of Facebook, 
Instagram, Whatsapp and Messenger) Sarim Aziz called on Federal Minister for Law 

and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar at the Ministry of Law and Justice. – APP

NaziR siyal  

KARACHI: H.E Suh Sangpyo, Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Korea, while 
expressing his desire to boost bilateral 
trade relations with Pakistan, urged 
the business community of both coun-
tries to find new avenues for trade in 
each other’s countries. In this regard, 
the Embassy will fully support the con-
duct of B2B meetings.
Korean Envoy, while addressing a 
meeting of Pakistan-Korea Business 
Council of FPCCI held at a local hotel 
in Karachi, describing Pakistan’s en-
ergy and IT sectors as attractive for 
joint ventures and foreign investment, 
said that Korean investors have a keen 
interest in Pakistan’s energy and infor-
mation technology sectors.
H.E Kim Haksung, Consul General of 
South Korea, directors and members 
of business council Abid Nisar, Has-
san Sohail, Hilal Afridi, Sohail Usman, 
Iftikhar Ashraf, Muzammil Sohail, 
Shahzad Aslam, Salim Godil, Babar 
khan, Naveed Mazhar were also at-
tended the meeting.

“Taking advantage of Korea’s expertise 
in energy sector, Pakistan can easily 
overcome the energy crisis and export 
its IT services to put its economy on 
the path to rapid growth”, envoy said, 
also appreciating the efforts of Sohail 
Nisar, Chairman Pak-Korea Business 
Council FPCCI for promoting bilateral 
trade between the two countries.
Sohail Nisar, Chairman, Pakistan-Ko-
rea Business Council of FPCCI for 12 
consecutive years, said that Korea, the 
world’s ninth largest economy, is a re-
liable and strong partner of Pakistan. 
Korea wants to invest at least 1billion 
dollars in Pakistan. If both sides make 
efforts according to their real potential 
to boost bilateral trade, the economies 
of Pakistan and Korea will not only reap 
tremendous benefits. “Korea wants 
to set up about 50 small scale units 
and joint ventures with Pakistan, also 
interested in joint ventures in elec-
tric motorbikes, rickshaws and cars”, 
Chairman of Pakistan-Korea Business 
Council said, adding that in addition, 
Korea wants to import 300-400 million 
worth of IT services from Pakistan, 
which will boost Pakistan’s exports.

Sohail Nisar urged to ink FTA between 
Pakistan and Korea PFY, DTY Chapter 
5402-4700, 5402-3300 and other items 
as per promised. “Korea has a market 
of 20,000 tons of fruits, and due to our 
efforts the government allowed mango 
exports to Korea, so the government 
should facilitate the export of man-
goes and allow traders to export also, 
while vegetables, frozen fruits also 
have great demand in Korea”.
Chairman, Pakistan-Korea Business 
Council requested Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and Finance Minis-
ter Miftah Ismail to form a high level 
trade delegation to visit Korea to re-
view business opportunities and dis-
cuss issues of mutual interest with the 
Korean Prime Minister, businessmen 
and investors. Similarly, a meeting of 
Pakistani businessmen with a Kore-
an Envoy should also be arranged in 
Islamabad for a detailed discussion 
on joint ventures. Sohail asked the 
Finance Minister Miftah Ismail to 
reduce the 5% withholding tax levied 
on the Indenting Commission to 1%, 
as a result of which huge remittances 
would come to Pakistan.

Secy Health urges 
media to play role 

against polio 
ouR coRRespoNDeNt 

PESHAWAR: Secretary 
Health Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Tahir Orakzai, has 
urged media and parents to 
play their role in ensuring 
vaccination to all eligible 
children in every campaign 
saying that polio eradica-
tion is a matter of our chil-
dren and national pride and 
needs collective efforts by 
all stakeholders.
He said this while inaugu-
rating May round of an-
ti-polio drive here Monday 
at Police Services Hos-
pital. Coordinator Emer-
gency Operations Center 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr 
Ijaz Shah, Technical Focal 

Person EOC, Dr Imtiaz Ali 
Shah, Team Lead N Stop 
Dr Hazif were also pres-
ent on the occasion.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Secretary Health Tahir 
Orakzai said that May 
round of anti-polio drive is 
of critical importance given 
the reporting of three cas-
es from North Waziristan 
and presence of virus in 
the environment. He said 
that special plan has been 
chalked out for the south-
ern KP and government 
was taking every measure 
to address ground challeng-
es in coordination with all 
the line departments add-
ing that polio eradication is 
our national responsibility 
and is a matter of our chil-

dren’s health that needs se-
rious and concerted efforts 
by all stakeholders.
 Secretary Health informed 
that during the May cam-
paign over 7.28 million 
eligible children will be 
vaccinated against polio 
for which a total of 30981 
teams have been estab-
lished out of which 27763 
are mobile teams, 1908 
fixed teams, 1161 transit 
and 149 roaming teams.
He said that adequate 
measures have been taken 
to ensure security to the 
teams and over 40 thousand 
law enforcement agencies 
(LEAs) personal will be de-
ployed in the May campaign 
at various plugging points 
and with teams.

Marri envisions a Pak 
safe for minorities

staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister, Shazia Marri, 
while delivering a speech 
at the conference arranged 
by the National Commis-
sion for Human Rights, 
has said that the word mi-
nority is not discriminato-
ry, but in fact the mindset 
is discriminatory and he 
mindset needs to change 
as people need to realize 
that minority somewhere 
is a majority elsewhere.  
The Federal Minister for 
Poverty Alleviation and So-
cial Safety, Shazia Marri, 
was invited by the Nation-
al Commission for Human 
Rights on a conference on 
Unequal Citizens: Ending 
Systemic Discrimination 
against Minorities, held at 
a local hotel. 

The Minister lauded the 
work being carried out by 
the commission regard-
ing protection of Minority 
Rights. She stated that 
provision of rights to mi-
norities is a priority of the 
government and specially 
the Pakistan People’s Par-
ty (PPP). 
She informed the audience 
that 11th August was de-
clared as Minority Day by 
the then President, Asif 
Ali Zardari. She briefed 
the audience that the con-
stitution of Pakistan calls 
for equality of law for all, 
and no discrimination. The 
preamble of the constitu-
tion is to safeguard minori-
ty rights, she added.
She further stated that 
the National Action Plan 
calls for co-existence. It 
was the PPP which gave 
5% quota to minorities 

in 2009. Benazir Income 
Support Program (BISP) 
is a universal program 
which works with a dy-
namic NSER survey for 
efficiently include the 
deserving minorities 
into the social protection 
program. 
Shazia Marri, concluded 
by stating that the gov-
ernment would diligently 
work to protect the mi-
nority rights and facilitate 
them to the fullest. 
Other dignitaries attend-
ing the conference called 
against discrimination, 
derogatory remarks be-
ing faced by the minori-
ties. They stated that the 
founder of Nation, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah declared Pakistan 
a state where all religions 
will have equal rights, irre-
spective of their beliefs.

OGDCL 
sets up free 
eye camp at 

Chaknaurang 
 

DNA

CHAKWAL: OGDCL under its CSR Program established 
03 days Free Surgical Eye Camp at OGDCL CSR Dispen-
sary situated in Chak Naurang &amp; School Screening 
at various locations in Chak Naurang and surroundings 
was conducted from 18 th to 21st May 2022 in collabora-
tion with Al-Shifa Eye Trust Hospital. 
In this regard an impressive opening ceremony was ar-
ranged at OGDCL CSR Dispensary District Chakwal on 
19.05.2022 and Addl. Deputy Commissioner (F&amp;P), 
Chakwal Mr. Mujahid Abbas inaugurated the eye camp 
as Chief Guest. Mr. Iqbal Khan Field Manager, Col. Tariq 
Usman, General Manager-Al Shifa Eye Trust and Sr. CSR 

officer Mr. Muhammad Shujah ur Rehman participated 
in the inaugural ceremony.
Addl. Deputy Commissioner visited the Eye Camp and en-
quired about the health of patients whose surgery had been 
done, the patients showed their complete satisfaction about 
the overall process. Thereafter, the ADC visited the Opera-
tion Theater established at OGDCL CSR Dispensary by the 
Expert Team / Doctors of Al-Shifa Eye Trust and witnessed 
the live operation / laser Procedure going on. 
It is further informed to the team that all the expenses 
incurred at three days Eye Camp including Laser / Phaco 
Surgery, provision of glasses and medicines will be borne 

by OGDCL under its CSR program. According to the data 
available, 897 patients were screened, 801 were provided 
medicines, 695 provided with glasses and cataract surgery 
was conducted over 121 patients. 
In addition to that 1441 Children were also screened in 
different schools, performed 166 COVID tests, 133 Lab 
Screening, 185 special glasses were issued to the needy 
people and 50 patients were referred to Al-Shifa Trust Eye 
Hospital, Rawalpindi for further investigation and treat-
ment. Addl. Deputy Commissioner Mr. Mujahid Abbas ap-
preciated OGDCL efforts under CSR Initiative for the under 
privilege community of Chak Naurang village

FCCi 
welcomes 
withdrawal 
of 17% GST

DNA
FAISALABAD: Mr. Atif 
Munir Sheikh President 
Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) has welcomed the 
withdrawal of 17% GST on 
the import of solar panels 
and hoped that it would not 
only help in containing load 
shedding of electricity but 
also convince masses to 
switch over to the environ-
ment friendly renewable 
energy resources.

DC Ali posted 
as addl secy 

buReau RepoRt

FAISALABAD.  Deputy 
Commissioner Faisalabad 
Mr. Ali Shahzad has been 
transferred and posted as 
Additional Secretary Co-
ordination Services and 
General Administration 
Department while Lieu-
tenant (Retired) Sohail 

Ashraf Director General 
Punjab Land Record Au-
thority will replace him.  
Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 
President Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (FCCI) has 
acknowledged the servic-
es rendered by Mr. Ali 
Shahzad and welcomed 
the new incumbent Mr. 
Sohail Ashraf. 

Prosecution department 
team visits FCCI office
ishfaq mughal

FAISALABAD. Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (FCCI) will give 
much needed awareness 
about one of the most im-
portant and integral parts of 
the criminal justice system 
i.e. prosecution, said Mr. 
Atif Munir Sheikh President 
FCCI. He was talking to a 
team of the prosecution de-
partment that visited FCCI 
under the leadership of 
District Public Prosecutor 
Muzaffar Ali Ranjha. Senior 

Vice President FCCI Mr. 
Imran Mahmood Sheikh was 
also present in addition to 
Mr. Zeeshan-ur-Rasool, Mr. 
Riaz Sunpal Deputy District 
Public Prosecutors, Chaud-
hary Adnan Akbar, Qaisar 
Manzoor and Faheem Ah-
mad. Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh 

underlined the importance 
of the prosecution depart-
ment in dispensation of 
justice to the needy and 
deprived segments of the 
society. He said that people 
without paying hefty fees to 
the lawyers could protect 
their legitimate legal rights. 

MBS receives 
phone call 
from COAS 

Bajwa
News Desk

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s 
crown prince Mohammed 
bin Salman has received 
a phone call from Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa.
During the call, the Chief 
of the Pakistani Army was 
reassured about the health 
of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud. HRH 
the Crown Prince expressed 
thanks to General Qamar Ba-
jwa for his sincere feelings.
During the call, they re-
viewed cooperation relations 
between the two countries in 
the military field.

Respect 
for state 

institutions 
is vital 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Respect for 
the state and state institu-
tions is paramount. These 
views were expressed by 
PML-Q Deputy Secre-
tary Information Khawaja 
Rameez Hassan in a press 
release regarding the on-
going political chaos in 
the country. He said that 
development and stability 
in any country is not possi-
ble without rule of law and 
constitution. The country is 
currently in the throes of an 
economic crisis for which all 
political forces desperately 
need to tackle challenges at 
the expense of political in-
terests. He said that if there 
is a state then there will be 
politics. Anti-national forces 
are conspiring day by day to 
weaken Pakistan. 
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Mashal 
appeals 
Pak govt 

for a legal 
assistant 

ISLAMABAD:  Mashal Malik, 
wife of Hurriyat leader Yas-
in Malik Monday appealed 
Pakistani government for a 
strong legal assistant to raise 
the matter of Yasin Malik in 
the International Court of 
Justice, International Crim-
inal Court and other United 
Nation forums. All Hurriyat 
leadership in Indian occupied 
Kashmir is being deliber-
ately eliminated, she feared 
while speaking to PTV news 
channel. Yasin Malik is being 
judicially assassinated, the 
world and human right inter-
national organizations should 
urgently help in the release of 
Yasin Malik, she demanded.
She explained that Naren-
draModi-led fascist Indian 
government had arrested 
thousands of Kashmiris 
including Hurriyat leaders 
and activists before and 
after its illegal move of re-
pealing the special status of 
IIOJK on August 05, 2019 
and lodged them in different 
jails of occupied Kashmir 
and India. She said that Yas-
in Malik was a political pris-
oner and India was taking 
unconstitutional steps to 
illegally remove the leaders 
of Kashmir freedom move-
ment, adding, international 
community should put more 
pressure on India to imme-
diately release Yasin Malik 
from all “baseless” charg-
es against him. She also 
lamented that the brutal 
treatment meted out to Yas-
in Malik despite his chronic 
multiple ailments which had 
resulted in a steep decline 
of his poor health. – APP

Media 
conclave 
reviews 

development 
under CPEC

ISLAMABAD:  Speakers at a 
two-day media conclave and 
roundtable conference appre-
ciated the role undertaken by 
Chinese companies working 
in Gwadar in the domain of 
Corporate Social Responsi-
bility (CSR). However, they 
highlighted the importance 
of effective development 
communication and positive 
engagement with local com-
munities for the effectiveness 
and long-term success of 
these projects. The conclave 
titled “CSR Initiatives in Gwa-
dar (The Gateway to CPEC).” 
was jointly organized by Insti-
tute of Policy Studies (IPS), 
Islamabad and the University 
of Gwadar in collaboration 
with China Overseas Ports 
Holding Company (COPHC), 
Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) 
and Gwadar Development 
Authority (GDA) in the stra-
tegic port town.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Chairman, Gwadar Port Au-
thority (GPA), Naseer Khan 
Kashani stressed the impor-
tance of bringing the locals 
together through CSR. “We 
must prioritize people over 
infrastructure development. 
Drinkable water and electricity 
is the top priority of the author-
ities in Gwadar”, he stated. 
Kashani said a desalination 
plant of about 1.2 million gal-
lons would become operation-
al in six to eight months that 
would provide drinkable water 
for the locals. – APP

Nationwide 
anti-polio 

drive starts
ISLAMABAD: The gov-
ernment has launched a 
week-long nationwide polio 
immunization campaign on 
Monday to immunize over 
43 million children under 
five years of age. According 
to the spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Health, over 
339,521 trained and dedicat-
ed polio workers have been 
engaged in the vaccination 
drive to vaccinate children 
at their doorstep. 
He said that previous drives 
were limited to some are-
as but this campaign will 
be launched in all areas of 
the country.  In a message, 
Minister for Health Qadir 
Patel said “Government of 
Pakistan remains commit-
ted to eradicating polio and 
focusing on well-coordinated 
efforts at both the federal and 
provincial level to realize the 
dream of making Pakistan 
a polio-free country.”  He 
stressed the important role 
of parents and caregivers in 
the success of repeated vacci-
nation campaigns. – APP
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National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

MAY
May 03 / Poland

National Day

May 06 / Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06 / UAe
Armed Forces Day

May 07 / Kazakstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08 / Czech republic
National Day 

May 09 / european Union
National Day

May 17 / Norway
Constitution Day

May 21 / Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/ Yemen republic
Re-unification Day  

(National Day)

May 24 / eritrea
National Day

May 25 / lebanon
Liberation and  

Resistance Day

May 25 / Argentina
National Day

May 25 / Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 / Azerbaijan
Republic Day

May 28 / ethiopia
National Day

May 31 / Brunei
Armed Forces Day

iSlAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning Ahsan iqbal inaugurates Seerat Center at HeC. – DNA 

President AJK invites traders 
to capitalize potentials in AJK

 
Staff RepoRt 

ISLAMABAD:  Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
Chaudhry, President, Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir said that the region has huge potential 
for JVs and investment in many sectors of 
its economy including hydropower gener-
ation, precious stones, gems & jewellery 
and tourism and invited the business com-
munity of Islamabad to capitalize on these 
opportunities for achieving lucrative out-
comes while AJK government would fully 
facilitate them. He said that Azad Kashmir 
has the potential to generate 9000 MW hy-
droelectricity that would end loadshedding 
in Pakistan and benefit its businesses & in-
dustries and urged that the private sector 
of Pakistan should exploit this potential by 
setting up small hydropower projects in the 
region. He said this while addressing the 
business community at Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry. Ministers and 
Secretaries of Industries & Energy AJK 
also accompanied him at the occasion.
Barrister Sultan Mehmood said that eco-
nomic power determined the political pow-
er of a country and emphasized that making 
Pakistan a strong economy should be the 

paramount priority of the rulers. He said 
that an economically strong Pakistan would 
also be a source of strength for the people 
of Indian Occupied Kashmir. He briefed 
the business community about his efforts 
to raise the Kashmir cause at international 
forums for the right of self-determination of 
Kashmiri people. He also condemned the 
conviction of Kashmir leader Yasin Malik by 
an Indian court.

Speaking at the occasion, Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry said 
that the business community of Islama-
bad was keen to explore opportunities 
of business and and investment in Azad 
Kashmir and stressed that AJK Board of 
Investment should facilitate them such 
efforts. He said that the AJK govern-
ment should offer attractive incentives 

to ICCI members for JVs and invest-
ment in Azad Kashmir that would help 
the economy of the region to grow fast 
and create more jobs for youth. He pre-
sented a resolution to strongly condemn 
the conviction of veteran Kashmiri free-
dom fighter Yasin Malik by an Indian 
court, which was unanimously passed 
by the business community.
Khalid Iqbal Malik Chairman Founder 
Group said that the Pakistani nation was 
standing with the people of Indian held 
Kashmir in their just struggle for right of 
self-determination and urged that India 
should settle this burning issue in light of 
the UN Security Council’s resolutions.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Faheem Khan Vice President ICCI, 
former Presidents ICCI Muhammad Ejaz 
Abbasi, Mian Akram Farid, Zafar Bakhta-
wari, Zahid Maqbool, former Senior Vice 
President Fatma Azim, Ch. Javed Iqbal, 
Nasira Ali and others also spoke at the 
occasion and proposed the constitution 
of a joint committee comprising repre-
sentatives of AJK government and ICCI 
to facilitate the business community in 
exploring business and investment oppor-
tunities in Azad Kashmir. 

PTDC, WB organize workshop on NTCI
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (PTDC) and  The World 
Bank (WB) jointly organized a workshop in 
Islamabad on National Tourism Competitive-
ness Index (NTCI) for Pakistan. The work-
shop was attended by relevant federal and 
provincial stakeholders, private sector, indus-
try experts and the academia, said a press 
release. Tourism remains a priority sector for 
the government and is identified as one of the 
key drivers of economic growth.
It is estimated that investments in travel 
and tourism sector can generate over half 
a million new (direct and induced) jobs over 
the next five years across the country.
Pakistan currently ranks 121st out of 140 
economies in the 2019 ‘International Tour-
ism Competitiveness Index’ (ITCI) of the 
World Economic Forum (WEF).
Going forward, the country aspires to im-
prove its ranking considering the strides 
that Pakistan’s tourism industry has taken 
in recent years to improve tourism infra-
structure and connectivity, tourist safety 
and overall hospitality in line with industry 
standards. There has been renewed interest 
by the international investors in Pakistan’s 
Tourism and Hospitality sector due to the 
uptick in domestic tourism accompanied 
by improvements in regulatory and policy 
framework. In order for the country to de-
velop and manage destinations, preserve its 
heritage and promote responsible tourism, 

the center and provinces need to partner 
with academia and private sector.
Meanwhile, establishment of NTCI and an 
action plan for achieving the NTCI indica-
tors could contribute positively towards 
improvement in Pakistan’s ranking on the 
ITCI. The work on NTCI’s development 
has so far involved consultations with the 
relevant public and private sector entities 
and the workshop presented the proposed 
NTCI framework to the participants.

The participants also discussed the roles and 
responsibilities of various stakeholders to 
ensure the implementation of NTCI and asso-
ciated action plan. Speaking on the occasion, 
Managing Director PTDC, Aftab Ur Rehman 
Rana reaffirmed government’s commitment 
towards enhancement of sustainable tourism 
development and said, “PTDC’s collaboration 
with the WB on developing NTCI will allow 
the government to collect, monitor and report 
valuable data, which will strengthen the tour-

ism sector’s ability to show evidence backed 
progress while enabling the authorities to 
make informed policy decisions”. Talking 
about the activity, Ms. Kiran Afzal, Senior Pri-
vate Sector Specialist of the WB said, “World 
Bank’s partnership with the government on 
this crucial activity will help realise our col-
lective vision of making Pakistan a destination 
of choice for tourists from around the world 
while offering diverse tourism experiences to 
the domestic travelers”. – APP

President asks State Life 
to pay money to widows

DNa

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has asked the State Life Insurance 
Corporation of Pakistan (SLICP) to 
pay the Group Insurance claims to the 
widows of firemen of the Fire Brigade 
Department, Metropolitan Corpora-
tion, Multan, who had died in service. 
“It’s saddening that insurance pay-
ments to poor widows are not carried 
out and it is shameful that they had 
to wait for 8-10 years”, said the Pres-
ident while upholding the decision of 
the Wafaqi Mohtasib ordering SLICP 
to pay Group Insurance to the widows 
of the firemen, take disciplinary action 
against officials under relevant laws, 
and report compliance within 30 days. 
As per details, the complainants name-
ly Mst Mukhtar Mai, Mst Nooran Mai, 
Mst Nasim Mai and Mst Azra Bibi had 
claimed that their husbands were em-
ployed as Firemen at the Fire Brigade 
Department, Metropolitan Corpora-
tion, Multan, who died during service. 
Being widows, they applied to the 

SLICP (the Agency) for the payment 
of the Group Insurance death claims 
but to no avail. Feeling aggrieved, they 
approached the Wafaqi Mohtasib who 
passed the orders to grant them the 
insurance claims. Afterwards, SLICP 
challenged the decision of the Mohta-
sib by filing a representation with the 
President against the decision. 
The Agency contended that the com-
plainants were not entitled to the pay-
ment of insurance as the employees of 
the Metropolitan Corporation, Multan 
were not insured with SLICP and no 
premium on their behalf had ever been 
received. The complainants, on the 
other hand, asserted that the deduc-
tion of Group Insurance amount was 
done regularly on monthly basis from 
the pay of their deceased husbands as 
regular employees of the Corporation, 
and hence, were entitled to the pay-
ment of insurance amount. The perus-
al of the record showed that a Group 
Insurance Contract was executed be-
tween the Governor of Punjab through 
the Secretary, Local Government and 
Community Development Depart-

ment, Government of Punjab and the 
State Life Insurance Corporation of 
Pakistan. It provided that employees 
of all Local Governments in Punjab, 
including the Metropolitan Corpora-
tions, were covered under the con-
tract, provided they paid the premium. 
After the perusal of the facts, the 
President rejected the representa-
tion of the SLICP and observed that 
the deceased firemen were regular 
employees of the Metropolitan Corpo-
ration, Multan and had paid monthly 
premiums according to their basic pay 
scales during their service. He fur-
ther noted that the complainants had  
also provided all the required docu-
ments to SLICP, therefore, the posi-
tion of the insurance company was 
fallacious, unfounded, unjustified and 
thus, not acceptable. 
The President termed the denial of 
payment to widows as “perverse and 
unjustified” and an act of maladminis-
tration on behalf of SLICP and direct-
ed that the agency was bound to pay 
the Group Insurance claims to the 
complainants under the contract. 

China announces 
scholarships for 

professionals
ISLAMABAD:  The Ministry of Water Resources and the 
Ministry of Education, China have jointly implemented the 
“Chinese Government Scholarship on Senior Water Conserv-
ancy Professionals” to select government officials across the 
world responsible for water conservancy policy to pursue 
their master’s degree in China at Hohai University. Under 
the Scholarships program, the government officials from 
project management and river basin planning and govern-
ance, young experts in water engineering related fields from 
scientific research institutions and engineers of water con-
servancy enterprises would also be selected to pursue their 
master’s degree in China at Hohai University. 
According to official sources from Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) Pakistan, in that regard, the China’s Hohai 
University has announced May 25, 2022 (Wednesday) as 
deadline to apply for Master’s Program of senior water 
conservancy. The University informed that more than 100 
candidates from Belt and Road countries have learned 
advanced experience and technologies in China’s water 
resources management, water conservancy project con-
struction, and other fields, and have participated in exten-
sive cultural exchange activities. 
In 2022, the Program will provide 20 scholarships dedicat-
ed to the applicants from the member states of UNESCO 
Intergovernmental Hydrological Program (IHP), especial-
ly those from the Belt and Road countries, African coun-
tries, and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). – APP
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Briefs IRSA 
releases 
168001 
cusecs 
water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
Monday released 168001 
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with an 
inflow of 156810 cases. 
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the water 
level in the Jhelum River at 
Mangla Dam was 1084.55 
feet, which was 34.55 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet whereas the 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded a 31991and 
34082 cusecs respectively.
The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
70317,108814 and 50070 
cases respectively. Similar-
ly, from the Kabul River, 
a total of 29600 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera and 26319 cusecs 
released from the Chenab 
River at Marala.– APP

USC to  
hold ‘E- Khuli 

Kachehry  
on May 26

ISLAMABAD:  Managing 
Director (MD), Utility 
Store Corporation (USC), 
Syed Taha Aziz Magrabi will 
hold a “E- Khuli Kachehry” 
on May 26 (Thursday). Ac-
cording to USC statement, 
The Kachehry will be held 
from 11:00 hours to 13:00 
hours, the USC has re-
quested the public to con-
tact on 051-111 123 570 for 
resolving their issues and 
complaints. The Kachehry 
would also broadcast live 
on Facebook. – APP

Online 
streaming 
all set to 

air another 
Chinese Hit

ISLAMABAD: Starring fa-
mous actors Wang Yu Wen 
& Wang Zi Qi, ‘Tapmad’ 
(On demand video stream-
ing platform) has released 
the trailer of a Chinese 
Rom-com (dubbed), which 
will hit the screens on May 
27 this year. Titled as ‘Once 
We Get Married’ the drama 
is an adaptation from a web 
novel, which will be aired in 
Urdu with the title of ‘Shadi 
Hojanay Do’. 
While taking it to the 
social media, the on-
line streaming channel 
dropped the trailer of the 
show along with its re-
lease date, setting a big 
treat for ‘Binge Watchers’.  
“Don’t forget to watch 
‘Shadi Hojanay Do’ (Once 
We Get Married), May 27 
on 5 P.M” “It’s a story of 
two opposite personali-
ties”, they further added 
while sharing a glimpse of 
the interesting story plot, 
which is all set to unfold. 
This new show will be an-
other package of non-stop 
entertainment for all the 
viewers of OTT platform 
who can enjoy it this sum-
mer. – APP

AIOU starts 
dispatching 

books 
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Allama 
Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) has completed 
the process of admissions 
in matriculation, FA, and 
BA programs offered in 
spring 2022 semester. 
Thousands of students en-
rolled themselves in these 
programs. According to 
mailing officer, Zulfiqar 
Ali Bokhari, books of mat-
ric programs have been 
dispatched to students, 
while others enrolled in 
FA will receive books by 
the end of this week and 
then we will dispatch 
books to students who 
took admission in BA (As-
sociate Degree) program.
As per the directions of 
VC, AIOU, Prof. Dr. Zia 
Ul-Qayyum and digital 
transformation policy of 
AIOU, university has pro-
vided soft copies of these 
books are online on the 
university website (www.
aiou.edu.pk). Provision 
of online books from ma-
triculation to PhD level 
is further reflective of 
VC’s vision which has 
eliminated complaints of 
delayed mailing of books. 
Therefore, students are 
instructed to download 
books from the web-
site and start working  
on their assignments  
and preparing for their 
final examination.

‘PTI’s 
narrative 
limited to 

social media 
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan 
Muslim League-N sen-
ior leader Mohsin Nawaz 
Ranjha Monday said that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s 
narrative was purely based 
on lies and it is only limited 
to social media platforms to 
mislead the nation. Talking 
to a private news channel, 
he said that the coalition 
government would move 
towards elections only af-
ter introducing electoral 
reforms and they had full 
confidence for their victo-
ry in general elections. He 
further said that PTI leader-
ship cannot hide the truth 
by hurling blackmailing tac-
tics adding he said PTI only 
wanted to create anarchy in 
the country.  Replying to a 
question, he said that the 
government was not afraid 
of threat for long march call 
by Imran Khan, adding, no 
one will be allowed to take 
the law into their hands and 
peaceful protest is every-
one’s right. – APP

‘Collective 
global action 

must to 
reverse 

biodiversity 
loss’

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change 
Senator Sherry Rehman on 
Sunday said the damaged 
done to precious biodiver-
sity would not reverse itself 
rather the world would have 
to take collective global ac-
tion to preserve the nature.  
In a tweet on her official 
Twitter handle, the minister 
wrote, “On International Day 
for Biological Diversity, let us 
remember what the theme 
for this year tells us: ‘Building 
a Shared Future for All Life’ 
reminds us that we are all 
connected to each other. It 
is time to offset the damage 
we have done to nature in all 
its splendid diversity”. She 
mentioned that according 
to the United Nations three 
quarters of the Earth’s land-
based environment and about 
66 % of the marine environ-
ment have been altered by a 
century of extractive human 
activity.  “This damage will 
not reverse itself. We will 
have to take collective global 
action”, she said.  Her tweet 
was followed by the hashtag 
#BiodiversityDay. – APP

PM 
reappoints Dr 
Saeed Akhtar 

as PKLI 
chairman

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Mon-
day reappointed DrSaeed-
Akhtar as Chairman of 
Pakistan Kidney and Liver 
Institute (PKLI) besides re-
viving the board. The prime 
minister took the decision 
in line of the meeting of the 
PKLI Board of Governors, 
which he had presided over 
the previous day. Dr Saeed 
Akhtar has been recalled 
from the USA and re-ap-
pointed as chairman PKLI, 
the PM Office said.
Four years ago, Dr Saeed 
Akhtar proceeded back to the 
United States after court pro-
ceedings and other issues. 
Inspired by the vision of She-
hbaz Sharif, Dr Saeed Akhtar 
had left behind everything in 
America and had came to Pa-
kistan. The previous govern-
ment subjected the project 
to political vendetta, the PM 
Office said. – APP

NSFC, 
PSF call for 
proposals

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan 
Science Foundation (PSF) 
and National Natural Sci-
ence Foundation of China 
(NSFC) have called for 
proposals to initiate joint 
Scientific Exchange Pro-
gram in those research pri-
ority areas that are aligned 
with the national strate-
gies of both countries. Ac-
cording to official sources, 
the call is open between 
14.04.2022 and 16.06.2022 
in which National Natural 
Science Foundation of Chi-
na (NSFC) and Pakistan 
Science Foundation (PSF), 
has invited HEC Chartered 
Universities, Research 
Centers and Institutes to 
submit joint proposals for 
Scientific Exchange Pro-
gram.  – APP

ISLAMABAD: Former MP European Parliament Sajjad Karim interacts with the senior journalists during his recent visit to Islamabad. Mr. Karim briefed the 
Pakistani media about the recent developments taking place in the UK vis a vis Brexit. He also talked about Pakistan, UK relations in details. – DNA

100 students graduated from 
US English works program
MAhNoor ANsAr

ISLAMABAD: Minister Counselor for Pub-
lic Affairs Ray Castillo attended the grad-
uation ceremony for 100 English Works! 
students at National University of Modern 
Languages (NUML) on May 18. The U.S. 
English Works! Program provides a foun-
dation of English language and vocational 
skills to deserving youth, aged 17-25.  The 
six-month, 240-hour program boosts Eng-
lish proficiency, develops computer litera-
cy skills, and builds job market knowledge 
for motivated students who have limited 
financial resources.  Since its beginning 
in 2015, over 3,700 youth have graduated 
with marketable skills that lead to greater 
employability.
The classes for this cohort were conduct-
ed fully online because of the pandemic, 
and the students succeeded in adding 21st 
Century skills, leadership skills, and entre-
preneurship skills to their proficiency set.  

Their teachers also successfully passed the 
Google Certified Educator Level 1 exam 
and learned the Canvas learning manage-

ment system to better cater to the needs of 
these students.
“Our successful collaboration results in 

a better skilled workforce in this com-
munity,” stated the U.S. Embassy Min-
ister Counselor for Public Affairs Ray 
Castillo in thanking National University 
of Modern Languages Director General 
Brigadier Syed Nadir Ali and the NUML 
teachers and management team for their 
support of this U.S. initiative.
“This year, the United States and Pakistan 
are celebrating 75 years of friendship.  We 
are collaborating closely on many signifi-
cant projects, and you are the continuation 
of this relationship,” added Minister Coun-
selor Castillo.
The graduates of this program become 
part of the Pakistan-U.S. Alumni Network 
(PUAN), the largest alumni network in the 
world.  Through PUAN, these graduates can 
network, apply for small grants, and cascade 
their knowledge through community ser-
vice outreach. Currently, there are 1,300 
youth in Pakistan attending English Works! 
classes, and additional student groups will 
be added in the fall.

8 died, 26 injured 
in a bus accident

NATHIAGALI: At least eight tourists died 
and 26 others were injured when a coaster 
plunged into a deep gorge after a collision 
with a bus at Khaira Gali. Rescue 1122 
Abbottabad and Murree during a joint 
operation recovered the dead bodies and 
injured. According to the Rescue 1122 
sources, 7 injured declared critical at Civil 
Hospital Murree were referred and shift-
ed to Rawalpindi for treatment. The tour-
ist coaster was heading towards Rawalpin-
di from Nathiagali when it collided with a 
bus resulting in the coaster’s fall into a 
deep gorge where five tourists died on the 
spot and 26 others including children and 

women sustained injuries.
Abbottabad control room after receiving 
the accident information dispatched three 
ambulances of Rescue 1122 along with the 
medical team to the accident spot. The 
rescue teams recovered 26 injured includ-
ing women and children and 5 dead bodies 
from the gorge.
Rescue Abbottabad team shifted 22 injured 
including women to Civil Hospital Murree, 
while 4 persons were provided medical aid 
on the spot. Rescue Abbottabad also res-
cued two dead bodies while Rescue Murree 
rescued 3 dead bodies and shifted them to 
Murree Civil Hospital. – APP

ISLAMABAD: German Ambassador to Pakistan Bernhard Schlagheck calls on Federal Minister for 
climate change Sherry Rehman. – DNA

Pakistan’s 
regional exports 
increase 19.79%
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s exports to the seven region-
al countries witnessed an increase of 19.79 percent in 
first ten months of fiscal year (2021-22), as compared 
to the corresponding period of last year. The country’s 
exports to seven regional countries including Afghan-
istan, China, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal and 
the Maldives account for a small amount of $3823.817 
million, which is 14.24 percent of Pakistan’s overall ex-
ports of $26852.131 million during July-April (2021-22), 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) reported.
China tops the list of countries in terms of Pakistan’s 
exports to its neighbouring, leaving behind other coun-
tries such Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Pakistan carried 
out its border trade with the farther neighbour Sri Lan-
ka, India, Nepal and Maldives.
Pakistan’s exports to China posted growth of 42.72 per-
cent to $2342.526 million in ten months of this year 
from $1641.283 million during last year while exports to 
Bangladesh also increased by 44.87 percent to $720.854 
million from $497.556 million. The country’s export to Af-
ghanistan however dropped by 47.36 percent to $436.180 
million this year from $828.746 million whereas exports 
to India also dipped by 52.26 percent to $1.075 million 
from $2.252. Similarly, exports to Sri Lanka rose by 46.61 
percent to $312.400 million from $213.076 million in the 
previous year whereas exports to Nepal also increased by 
26.19 percent to $5.063 million from $4.012 million, in ad-
dition exports to Maldives increased by 15.65 percent to 
$5.719 million from $4.945 million, it added. On the oth-
er hand, the imports from seven regional countries were 
recorded at $14807.033 million during the period under 
review as compared to $10753.722 million during last year, 
showing increase of 37.69 percent. – APP

Sino-Pak 
scholars 
proposed 

CPEC DTC 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chinese and 
Pakistani scholars have pro-
posed setting up a CPEC 
Digital Transformation 
Center (DTC), Gwadar Pro 
reported on Monday quot-
ing a study published in the 
journal Frontiers in Psy-
chology. Researchers from 
Xi’an Jiao Tong University, 
Xi'an, China, University 
of Peshawar, Islamia Col-
lege University, Peshawar, 
and Chinese University of 
Political Science and Law, 
Beijing, China, concluded 
in the study that Pakistan 
needs to transform CPEC 
digitalization by setting up 
CPEC Digitalization and 
Transformation Center 
(DTC) at the CPECA office 
to attract more investors 
and businesses.
Pakistan can take advan-
tage of CPEC funding, 
and Chinese and foreign 
investments by transpar-
ently managing through 
ICT applications in gov-
ernment, private, and pub-
lic-private partnerships in-
itiatives, the study stated.

Govt taking all 
possible steps to 
eradicate polio

ISLAMABAD: Minister for National Health Services (NHS) 
Abdul Qadir Patel said on Monday that government was tak-
ing all possible measures to make Pakistan polio-free and 
appealed the parents to cooperate with polio teams and 
secure future of their children by allowing them drops of 
anti-polio vaccine. Talking to a private news channel, he said 
that five-day national polio eradication drive kicked off on 
Monday, where approximately 43.3 million children under 
the age of five years would be administered anti-polio vac-
cine. He said that the government has chalked out a com-
prehensive national emergency programme against polio, 
which was being carried out across the country in collabora-
tion with the provinces.
Around 340,000 frontline workers will take part in the cam-
paign to administer anti-polio vaccine to the children at 
their doorsteps, he added.
On the strict directions of PM Shehbaz Sharif federal, 
provincial governments and district management to 
address the challenge of persistently missed children, 
refusals and fake finger marking during the campaign, 
he mentioned. He said that the challenge of polio still 
existed in the country, however, there was dire need 
for all stakeholders to work collectively to eradicate 
the menace from the country. – APP

APHC to observe 
shutdown in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD:  The All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) has called for com-
plete shutdown on Tuesday (May 24) 
against the conviction of illegally detained 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front 
Chairman Muhammad Yasin Malik in a 
false case by a court of India’s notorious 
National Investigation Agency (NIA). Ac-
cording to Kashmir Media Service, call for 
the shutdown was fully supported by Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation Front, traders, 
civil society, students and other Hurriyat 

leaders and organizations.
The APHC spokesman in a statement 
strongly condemned the conviction of Jam-
mu and Kashmir Liberation Front Chair-
man Muhammad Yasin Malik on concoct-
ed and politically motivated charges and 
appealed to the international community, 
the United Nations and the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation to play their role 
in saving the life of illegally detained Kash-
miri pro-freedom leader and getting him 
released from Indian prison. – APP
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Delay in starting 
the Orange Line

Grwoing political 
tensions in country

T he Abdul Sattar Edhi Orange Line project has been 
in the process of completion for many years. Surpris-
ingly, the Orange Line Corridor consists of only 3.88 

km which was to be completed by the Sindh government. 
The current project starts from the Town Municipal Admin-
istration Office, Orangi Town and ends at Jinnah University 
for Women, Nazimabad. 
The bus service will be used by families residing in Oran-
gi, Banaras Town, North Nazimabad and adjoining areas. 
According to the Sindh government, 97% of the work has 
been completed. Buses have also been imported from Chi-
na, but the installation of ITS system and training of drivers 
is underway.  Minister for Transport and Mass Transit and 
Information Sharjeel Inam Memon has given good news to 
the citizens of Karachi that the Orange Line will be launched 
soon. An estimated 50,000 people will use the facility daily. 
The Sindh government has also issued orders to connect the 
Orange Line with the Green Line. Sindh Infrastructure De-
velopment Company has started work on the design for the 
integration of the two routes.  
After that Orange Line buses will take passengers to Na-
gan Chowrangi. Transport is a big problem in Karachi. At 
least six projects of mass transit were to be started but 
the second project is also delayed. Other projects are not 
mentioned yet. Karachi is one of the ten largest cities in 
the world in terms of population but lags behind many 
other cities in South Asia in terms of facilities. There is a 
need to provide all modern facilities to this economic hub 
of Pakistan so that it can play a more active role in the 
economic development of the country.

I t is important to end the growing political 
tension in the country. No country can travel 
to economic prosperity in the face of political 

instability. There is a need to stop leaders from 
both the government and the opposition who are 
fueling this political temperature. Political ten-
sions have escalated with the PTI chairman an-
nouncing a long march on the 25th. 
In any case, the coalition government has announced 
that it will fulfill its constitutional term and has indi-
cated that it will not accept any unconstitutional de-
mands of the PTI. In a situation where the PTI is go-
ing to march towards Islamabad with the demand for 
early elections, it seems that this will create a more 
complicated situation. The country’s senior political 
leaders must play their part in easing this ongoing 
tension as Pakistan’s economy is currently unable to 
withstand any political catastrophe. 
If this atmosphere of tension is not removed, the loss 
will not be of any one political party but of the entire 
country. Which may take a long time to resolve. The 
survival of the political and democratic system lies 
in the fact that the political leadership pursues po-
litical issues with patience and forbearance and not 
promotes a culture of intolerance. The clear color of 
this culture of intolerance of the political leadership 
is also beginning to show in our society which will 
lead to our social degradation.
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C hinese minister of national 
defense Wei Fenghe visited 
Tehran in April 27, 2022 and 

met with high profile personalities of 
Iran. Wei Fenghe expressed that Iran 
sees China as a Strategic partner. 

The close coop-
eration of both 
the countries 

would provide se-
curity particular-
ly in the current 
critical and tense 
situation. The in-
tentions of both 
the countries 
demonstrate that 
their cooperation 
may lead towards 
deep strategic 
cooperation.  Af-
ter meeting with 
President Ebra-
himReiss, the two 
sides agreed to 
expand all areas 
of cooperation, 
including the mil-
itary, while reiter-
ating their shared 
commitment to 
protecting funda-
mental interests, 
which they called 
the West’s “uni-
lateral, domina-
tion and external 
i n t e r ve n t i o n . ” 
Admittedly, it 
emphasizes mu-
tual inattention. 
United States. Af-
ter meeting with 
AFGS, the two 

countries “agreed to enhance bilater-
al cooperation in joint military exer-
cises, exchange of strategies, training 
matters and other common areas.”
Due to Baqeri’s strong defense diplo-
macy, Iran’s relations with the Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) 

have become closer in recent years. In 
2019, Baqeri became the first Iranian 
armed forces chief of staff to visit Chi-
na since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
In addition, Wei Feng’s visit was the 
third high-level PLA delegation to visit 
Iran since 2016, which coincided with 
Baqeri’s appointment as head of state. 
It shows that there is more going on 
below the surface. China has reaf-
firmed its commitment to peace and 
security in the Middle East and the 
Gulf. At the same time, he criticized 
the United States for imposing unilat-
eral sanctions on Iran and proposed a 
series of forgotten alternative security 
frameworks for the Gulf, which under-
mined the US-led security umbrella in 
the region. It may ensure the prosper-
ity of Beijing and the free flow of oil.
China has been considered suspicious 
of arms supply to Iran during the sanc-
tions and it also has been cautious 
with Iran over the UN arms embar-
go, which was in effect until October 
2020. Once sanctions lift, private and 
state-owned companies may seek to 
diversify their portfolios by selling mil-
itary assets. China was the largest sup-
plier of weapons to both sides during 
Iran-Iraq war, they bought more than 
7. 7.5 billion Arms in the late 1980s. 
According to the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute, China 
took advantage of a flaw in pre-2006 
orders to continue supplying weapons 
to Iran after the years of sanctions. 
These weapons were anti-ship mis-
siles, surface-to-air missiles; armored 
personnel carriers, surface-to-air mis-
sile systems, air search radar and 
missile launch catamarans systems 
reached Iran. Strengthen the denial of 
disproportionate territory. In recent 
years, Iran has used its control over 

this strategic barrier of Strait of Hur-
moz, through which is one-fifth of the 
world’s oil passes, to attack passing 
tankers and shoot down US drones. 
For their own reasons, China and Iran 
are trying to develop A2 / AD capabili-
ties on their shores to counter US and 
allied navies. Both countries practice 
drowning American aircraft carriers 
in make-ups. He has also helped de-
velop long-range anti-ship missiles, 
demonstrating how Chinese compa-
nies can boost Iran’s development of 
indigenous weapons. In March 2010, 
it was reported that Iran had begun 
manufacturing Chinese-designed 
Nasr-1 anti-ship missiles. Just four  
years ago, during the 2006 Lebanon 
war, four Israeli navy soldiers were 
killed by an Iranian derivative of a  
Chinese C-802 subsonic anti-ship 
cruise missile launched by the Iranian 
proxy Hezbollah.
Since the lifting of sanctions in 2020, 
bilateral arms purchases have not 
been reported, possibly due to Teh-
ran’s economic woes and possible 
backlash from Iran’s rivals (especially 
through US Executive Order 13949).  
But Iran’s defense industry is showing 
interest in Chinese weapons, especial-
ly fighter jets. The possibility of future 
deployment of Chinese J-10 fighter 
jets in the Persian Gulf was raised by 
former US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, and there is no question of a 
jet trade for energy.
With the possibility of a resumption 
of the nuclear deal, may allow Tehran 
to gain greater access to funds could 
lead to a growing concern for the arms 
trade with Washington and its allies. 
Some analysts have ruled out the pos-
sibility of China becoming a major 
arms exporter to Iran in the post-sanc-

tions period, but as the Lebanon war 
and recent bombings have made clear, 
Chinese technology is in the wrong 
hands. Drones, dual-use and missile 
technology are also of concern. Unlike 
other major arms suppliers in the re-
gion, China is not a party to the Was-
senaar Agreement, which could make 
it the largest supplier of armed drones 
in the Middle East Region.
Because Iran can manufacture its 
drones locally, Tehran’s opponents 
currently use Chinese drones exclu-
sively. Reports have revealed Chinese 
support for the local production of un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAVs) in the 
Gulf States, including a recent joint 
venture between China and Saudi Ara-
bia to develop military drones in the 
kingdom. Given China’s high-quality, 
low-cost drones, as well as its ability to 
transfer knowledge and upgrade Ira-
nian UAVs, the possibility of bilateral 
cooperation in this emerging field can-
not be ruled out. In January 2021, Bei-
jing sources confirmed that Iran and 
Pakistan had gained access to China’s 
BeiDou satellite navigation system for 
military purposes. 
During the recent years, both the 
country have increased their mili-
tary cooperation with their navies 
visiting each other’s seaportsand 
organized joint naval drilling in the 
Indian Ocean. In March 2021, China 
Iran has signed a 25-years strategic 
cooperation agreement. It also cov-
ers all variety of cooperation and 
economic activities from oil and min-
ing to establishment of industries in 
Iran.The improvement of strategic 
and defense cooperation between 
Chin and Iranwould have a remarka-
ble impact in diffusing unilateralism 
and fighting terrorism in the region.

P akistan is facing severe challeng-
es due to global climate change 
which is a serious threat to the 

well-being and prosperity of the peo-
ple. Already Pakistan is facing recur-
ring heat waves, droughts, riverine & 
flash floods, landslides, and sea storms 
or cyclones. Due to global climate 
change, the frequency of such events 
has increased and a significant increase 

in temperature 
across the coun-
try has been ob-

served. Now, in 
this summer sea-
son, Pakistan is 
suffering from the 
disastrous effects 
of heat-wave. The 
severe effects of 
heat-wave were 
evident in desert 
areas, especial-
ly in Thar and 
Cholistan deserts. 
Cholistan desert 
covers an area of 
25,800 square km 
in the Bahawalpur, 
Bahawalnagar, and 
Rahim Yar Khan 
districts of south-
ern Punjab. The 
desert stretches 
about 480 km 
in length, with a 
width varying be-

tween 32 and 192 Km. The human and 
livestock population in the desert is 0.1 
and 2.0 million, respectively. The main-
land use in the area is livestock rearing. 
Agricultural farming is not practiced 
due to the unavailability of irrigation 
water and low rainfall. More than 81% 
of the desert is under small and big 
sand dunes, while 19% consists of allu-
vial flats and sand hummocks. The area 
is affected by severe desertification due 

to poor vegetation cover, severe wind 
erosion and very severe soil salinity. 
In the summer season temperatures 
raised to 48 °C and sometimes rise over 
50 °C during periods of drought. Water 
is collected seasonally in a system of 
natural pools called Toba, or man-made 
pools call Kund. Subsoil water is found 
at a depth of 30–40 meters but is typi-
cally brackish, and unsuitable for most 
plant growth.
Desert greening is the process of man-
made reclamation of deserts for ecolog-
ical reasons, farming and forestry, but 
also for reclamation of natural water sys-
tems and other ecological systems that 
support life. Desert greening has the 
potential to help solve global water, en-
ergy, and food crises. Desert greening is 
more or less a function of water availabil-
ity. Water can be made available through 
saving, reuse, rainwater harvesting, de-
salination and wastewater treatment. A 
novel type of desalination is done with 
the Sahara Forest Project. This project 
uses solar stills for the generation of 
freshwater. Another novel technique is 
cloud seeding, either by artificial means 
or through the action of cloud-seeding 
bacteria that live on vegetation.
In the Morrocan city of Ouarzazate, 
the government is using wastewater 
for irrigation after its proper treat-
ment, which is helping to green the 
drylands or deserts in the region. The 
Sahara Forest Project is using solar 
panels and wind turbines to help with 
their water issues. Large-scale solar 

and wind farm research has shown 
that such strategies can significantly 
change the climatic conditions around 
those farms. These farms can increase 
the heat and humidity in their vicinity 
which is good for plant growth. Solar 
and wind farms can also drive an in-
crease in rainfall, as was seen in Sahel 
in the Sahara desert, Africa.
One way to make the desert soil fertile 
is by adding pyrogenic carbon. Pyro-
genic carbon is nothing but the product 
of incompletely burnt organic matter. 
Examples of pyrogenic carbon include 
charcoal, black carbon, and soot. Recent 
research has shown that adding sources 
of pyrogenic carbon is a way to regener-
ate degraded and infertile soils, bringing 
them back to fertility. The plants that 
are used in desert greening projects are 
often those that love salt. This means 
that these plants can grow in conditions 
with high salt concentrations in the 
water. If the land is being used for ag-
riculture, sustainable farming practices 
need to be employed. Crop rotation, per-
maculture, hydroponics, etc., are all key 
to keeping the soil viable over the long 
term. In addition to farming practices, 
intelligent landscaping can drastically 
reduce or prevent soil erosion, allowing 
fertile topsoil to remain in place.
Similarly, conservation of the 
Cholistan ecosystem is important 
both for the present needs and future 
challenges. In Pakistan, animal origin 
protein (meat, milk and eggs) is defi-
cient. Despite many problems, there 

are also good opportunities for the 
development of livestock production 
in the Cholistan. Indigenous livestock 
breeds can be used by smallholders 
as a tool against poverty. By using 
modern techniques, it is possible to 
revolutionize livestock farming in the 
Cholistan. By using modern green 
desert or agriculture techniques, it 
is possible to convert and use desert 
land for Agri farming and forestry. It 
will bring more food in terms of crops 
and livestock. Government must look 
into the matter and allocate funds for 
the development of Cholistan. It would 
bring positive outcomes if the govern-
ment engage the nearest universities 
like Khwaja Fareed University of Engi-
neering and Information Technology, 
Rahim Yar Khan with the Cholistan de-
velopment authority because universi-
ties are the center of modern knowl-
edge and have the potential to quickly 
adapt and implement new technology. 
With suitable investment, concrete 
government policies, desert greening 
techniques and modern Agri technol-
ogy, it is possible to convert Cholistan 
into a food basket for the rest of the 
country. It would result in less import 
of the food items, will reduce import 
bills and will create positive effects on 
Pakistan’s economy.

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Suleman is 
the Tahir Vice Chancellor Khwaja 
Fareed University of Engineering 
and Information Technology, Ra-

him Yar Khan

In the Morrocan city of 
Ouarzazate, the government is 
using wastewater for irrigation 

after its proper treatment, which 
is helping to green the drylands or 
deserts in the region. The Sahara 

Forest Project is using solar panels 
and wind turbines to help with 

their water issues

In January 2021, Beijing sources 
confirmed that Iran and Pakistan 

had gained access to China’s 
BeiDou satellite navigation system 

for military purposes. Although 
current Iranian ballistic missiles 
rely on guidance methods rather 

than satellites, BeiDou can help the 
Iranian armed forces determine 

launch locations and target positions, 
especially with intelligence support 
and other strategies. In contrast, 
satellite navigation is suitable for 

controlling surface-to-surface ballistic 
missiles, cruise missiles and drones 

within a range of 500 km
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PARIS: World number one 
Iga Swiatek underlined why 
she is the overwhelming fa-
vourite for the French Open 
with a rapid first-round win 
over Lesia Tsurenko.  Po-
land’s Swiatek showed all 
her quality in a 6-2 6-0 victo-
ry that took just 54 minutes 
on Court Philippe  Chatrier. 
The 20-year-old, who won 
Roland Garros in 2020, ex-
tended her winning streak 
to 29 matches by beating 
the Ukrainian. Defending 
champion Barbora Krejcik-
ova and four-time Grand 
Slam champion Naomi Osa-
ka were knocked out. Czech 
second seed Krejcikova, 
who has been sidelined this 
year with an elbow injury, 
looked like she was heading 
for a straightforward win 

before French 19-year-old 
Diane Parry fought back to 
triumph 1-6 6-2 6-3 in front 
of a delighted home crowd 
on Chatrier.
Japanese former 
world number 
one Osaka 
was beat-
en 7-5 6-4 
by Aman-
da Ani-
s i m o v a 
in a high 
q u a l i t y 
encounter. 
American Anisi-
mova, who reached 
the French Open 
semi-finals in 2019, will 
face Croatia’s Donna Ve-
kic in round two. ‘I know 
the streak will some day 
stop’ Few women have be-
gun a Grand Slam with the 
odds stacked as heavily in 
their favour as Swiatek does 

in Paris. Since a run to the 
Australian Open semi-finals 
in January, she has domi-
nated the women’s 
game and won her 
past five tourna-
ments.She claimed 
titles in Doha and 
Indian Wells, then 
became world num-
ber one following 
Australian Ashleigh 
Barty’s shock 
retirement in 
March.
A few days 
l a t e r 

Swiatek won the 
Miami Open, 
then went on 
to triumph in 
Stuttgart and 
Rome.

The power and accuracy 
of her groundstrokes, plus 
near-impenetrable defen-

sive skills, have proved 
too good for her 
opponents, with 
Tsurenko the lat-
est to be swatted 
aside.
“It was a pretty 
good match for 

m e , ” 

said Swi-
a t e k , 
who has 

won 42 of 
her past 43 
sets. “I just 
want to keep 
going. I know 
the streak 
will some day 

stop but I’m just focusing 
on my game and not the 
numbers.” Swiatek will face 
American Alison Riske or 
Ukraine’s Dayana Y a s -
tremska in the s e c -
ond round.
O s a k a , w h o 
s t r u g - g l e d 
w i t h an Achil-

les injury in 
the build-up to 

the tournament, 
served eight double 

faults as she was let 
down by her serve. She 

said she was worried about 
the reception she would re-
ceive on her return to Paris 
after withdrawing from last 
year’s event because of 
mental health struggles.
Both she and Anisimova 
were warmly received by 
the crowd on Suzanne Len-
glen, with the fans rallying 
behind Osaka as she fought 

to keep Anisimova at bay.
Anisimova then produced a 
near-flawless service game 
to take the opening set with 
a forehand winner.
She dealt with pressure 
from Osaka in the second 
set, breaking on a double 
fault and saving three break 
points in the next game to 
keep a 5-3 lead.
Anisimova created three 
match points on her serve 
and looked shaky as she 
sent two into the net, be-
fore a winner down the line 
wrapped up victory.
Elsewhere, 2020 semi-final-
ist Petra Kvitovaadvanced 
with a 7-6 (7-0) 6-1 win over 
Hungary’s Anna Bondar.
Former US Open champi-
on Bianca Andreescucame 
within three points of defeat 
before rallying to beat Ger-
many’s Ysaline Bonaven-
ture 3-6 7-5 6-0.

Iga Swiatek beats Tsurenko as Osaka loses
The power and accuracy of her groundstrokes, plus near-impenetrable defensive skills, 
have proved too good for her opponents, with Tsurenko the latest to be swatted aside

Briefs
Govt decides 
to finish term

From PAge 01
The Shehbaz Sharif gov-
ernment has stated that 
it needs support from “all 
sides” to take tough de-
cisions in order to revive 
the economy. The federal 
capital is rife with rumours 
that in case the required 
support was not assured in a 
couple of days, the NA may 
be dissolved and snap elec-
tions will be announced. In 
the first round of talks held 
last week, PPP supremo 
Asif Zardari met PDM chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, 
PML-Q President Cahudhry 
Shujaat and Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and other 
PML-N ministers.

Fawad 
warns govt..

From PAge 01
he will meet his workers 
and supporters at 3pm at 
the Srinagar Highway. The 
PTI chairman also told the 
workers that he would be 
leading the march from 
Khyber Pakhtunkwa to Is-
lamabad himself.
Laying out the plan for the 
march in his presser today, 
Chaudhry said Khan would 
leave Peshawar in the morn-
ing on May 25 and while 
leading a rally from the KP 
capital, he would reach Is-
lamabad on the same day.
He noted that the call to 
march towards Islamabad 
was restricted to people in 
Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkwa, while workers in 
Karachi would hold protests 
in their city. The ex-informa-
tion minister also said that 
the PTI chairman would also 
announce the next action 
plan on June 3, indicating 
that the march could extend.
The PTI leader further 
told the government that it 
could not stop “hundreds of 
thousands of people” from 
marching to Islamabad. 
“Women, children, ex-ser-
vicemen, doctors, and bu-
reaucrats will be part of our 
march. Retired generals 
will also be part of our long 
march,” claimed Fawad. 

No hike in 
petroleum...

From PAge 01
Speaking during a media 
talk at the Karachi airport 
on Monday, Miftah said that 
former finance minister 
Shaukat Tarin had promised 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) that the then 
government will not offer 
subsidies on petroleum 
products, instead, it will im-
pose Rs30 tax per litre. He 
said this promise was made 
over a written agreement.
Miftah said that the subsidy 
on fuel has to be abolished 
and tax of Rs30 per litre has 
to be levied as per the prom-
ise made by Imran Khan and 
Tarin. “We have to pay the 
price of the promises made 
by the former government,” 
he lamented, adding that 
the government will have to 
increase the price of diesel 
by Rs150 following the for-
mula of Imran and Tarin.

‘No room 
for...

From PAge 01
compromise,” Wang Wen-
bin, China’s Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson, told a 
news conference in Beijing.
“No one should underesti-
mate the determination of 
Chinese people,” he add-
ed, expressing strong dis-
satisfaction in response to 
Biden’s remarks. Earlier on 
Monday, Biden told a news 
conference in Japan that 
Washington would inter-
vene militarily if China uses 
force to take over Taiwan.
“Our policy towards Tai-
wan has not changed at all. 
We remain committed to 
peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait to ensure 
that there is no unilateral 
change in the status quo,” 
Biden said at a joint news 
conference with Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida in Tokyo.
Responding to a question 
about whether the US would 
get involved militarily in Tai-
wan if China uses force to 
take over the island, Biden 
replied: “Yes.” “That is the 
commitment we made,” Bid-
en added. However, Beijing 
asked Washington to “ear-
nestly abide” by the One-Chi-
na principle and three joint 
communiques it signed with 
China. “China will take res-
olute actions to safeguard 
its sovereignty and security 
interests,” Wang said, add-
ing: “And we will do what we 
said,” according to the Chi-
nese daily Global Times.

Bilawal’s 
visit 

significant: 
Chinese 
MOFA

From PAge 01
China-Pakistan friendship 
would not succeed, he add-
ed. Wang Wenbing said the 
two sides believed coop-
eration between the two 
countries enjoyed fruitful 
results. “We will deepen 
our development strategy 
coordination to release the 
potential for cooperation 
and advance China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
development,” he added. 
He appreciated Pakistan’s 
support for the China-pro-
posed Global Development 
Initiative (GDI) and the 
Global Security Initiative 
(GSI). “We stand ready to 
work together to focus on de-
velopments, deal with secu-
rity challenges and advance 
implementation of the UN 
2030 Agenda for Sustaina-
ble Development and build a 
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind,” he added.
He called on all sides to 
abide by the principle of mu-
tual respect, equality and 
win-win cooperation, and 
oppose cold war mentali-
ty and zero-sum game and 
bloc confrontation.  “State 
Councilor Wang pointed out 
the two countries are true 
friends and good brothers 
and friendship was cultivat-
ed by generations of lead-
ership and is as relevant as 
ever,” he added.
“We will continue to put 
Pakistan as a priority in our 
neighbourhood diplomacy 
and consolidate our friends 
and make sure our relation-
ship become a strong stabil-
ity force in the region and 
provide more impetus to re-
gional development and re-
vitalization,” he said. – APP

Biden vows 
to defend...

From PAge 01
“then what does this signal 
to China about the cost of at-
tempting to take Taiwan by 
force?” he asked. “They are 
already flirting with danger 
right now by flying so close 
and all the manoeuvres that 
they are undertaking,” Mr 
Biden said, referring to in-
creasing reports of Chinese 
warplane incursions into 
Taiwan’s self-declared air 
defence zone.
Chinese military aircraft 
regularly fly into Taiwan’s 
self-declared air defence 
zone He added that while 
“my expectation is that it 
[a Chinese invasion] will 
not happen, it will not be at-
tempted”, at the same time 
it depended on “how strong 
the world makes clear that 
that kind of action is go-
ing to result in long term 
disapprobation”. He was 
then asked directly if the 
US would defend Taiwan 
militarily if China invaded, 
when it has not done so in 
the invasion of Ukraine, and 
he responded: “Yes... that’s 
the commitment we made.

NIH issues 
monkeypox 

alert
From PAge 01

There are 92 confirmed 
cases of the virus in dif-
ferent countries and 28 
are suspected cases in the 
world, the notification said, 
adding the virus transmits 
from one animal to anoth-
er and is now transmitting 
to humans also.  The NIH 
said that the virus spread 
via physical contact with the 
infected person.   The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said it expects to identify 
more cases of monkeypox 
as it expands surveillance in 
countries where the disease 
is not typically found.
As of Saturday, 92 con-
firmed cases and 28 sus-
pected cases of monkeypox 
have been reported from 
12 member states that are 
not endemic to the virus, 
the UN agency said, adding 
it will provide further guid-
ance and recommendations 
in the coming days for coun-
tries on how to mitigate the 
spread of monkeypox.

New US 
envoy 
arrives

From PAge 01
On his arrival, Ambassador 
Blome said, “I am thrilled to 
be in Pakistan. I look forward 
to exploring this beautiful 
country and acquainting my-
self with its people and its 
culture.  Most importantly, in 
this 75th year of U.S.-Pakistan 
relations, I will continue to 
build on the strong relation-
ship between our countries.”

PCB announces 16-player 
squad for West Indies ODIs

The three ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup Super League One-Day 
Internationals against the West Indies are scheduled at the Pindi 

Cricket Stadium on 8, 10 and 12 June
afzal JaveD

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) on 
Monday named the 16-mem-
ber squad for the three ODI 
matches against West In-
dies, starting from 8th June 
at the Pindi Cricket Stadium 
Rawalpindi. 
As the series will not be 
played in a Managed Event 
Environment, the selectors 
have decided to reduce 
the 21-player squad for the 
home Australia ODIs to 
16 players and those left 
out of the squad from next 
month’s matches are Asif 
Afridi, Asif Ali, Haider Ali 
and Usman Qadir. Saud Sha-
keel was not considered as 
he is scheduled to undergo 
a surgery for sinusitis.
The three ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup Super League 
One-Day Internationals 
against the West Indies 
are scheduled at the Pindi 

Cricket Stadium on 8, 10 
and 12 June. Babar Azam 
will continue to lead the 
side, while Shadab Khan, 
who missed the Aus-
tralia ODIs due to an 
injury, has returned as 
vice-captain.

The 
s q u a d 
will as-
semble in 
R a w a l p i n d i 
on 1 June for 
a training 
camp and 
Haris Rauf, 
Hasan Ali, M o -
h a m m a d Rizwan and 
S h a d a b Khan, who are 
presently playing in the 
English County Champion-
ship, will join the squad in 
time for the practice ses-
sions.
Chief Selector Muhammad 
Wasim said that the ODIs 

against the West Indies are 
part of the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup 2023 qualifica-
tion and we have decided 
to give best chance to our 
side to collect maximum 
points and strengthen 
our chances of pro-

gressing directly for 

t h e 
p innac le 

50-over tour-
nament. 

“We have re-
tained the same 
core of players 
so they fur-
ther establish 
themselves 

in the f o r m a t ” 
Wasim said, adding that 
I hope this bunch will con-
tinue the form they gained 
from the Australia series. 
“Also, and taking into con-
sideration that there will be 
no Managed Event Environ-
ment and the players can be 

called at a short notice, we 
have reduced the squad size 
to 16 players.
“For the Aus-
tralia ODIs, 
we had also 
announced 
backup play-
ers as cover to 
those players 
who were car-
rying injuries. 
Players such 
as Moham-
mad Nawaz 
and Shadab 
Khan are now 
fully fit, which 
has allowed us to 
leave out Asif Afridi 
and Usman Qadir. “Howev-
er, Usman along with Asif Ali 
and Haider Ali remain in our 
plans for the shortest format 
as we have a series of T20I 
lined up this year, including 
the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup 2022.”
The squad includes three 
openers in Abdullah 

Shafique, Fakhar Zaman 
and Imam-ul-Haq, 

three 

mid-
d l e - o r -

der batters in 
Babar Azam, If-

tikhar Ahmed and 
Khushdil Shah, two wicket-
keeper/batters in Moham-
mad Haris and Mohammad 
Rizwan, two spin all-round-
ers Mohammad Nawaz and 
Shadab Khan with Zahid 
Mahmood as a wrist spin-

ner and five fast bowlers 
in Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali, 
Mohammad Wasim Junior, 
Shaheen Shah Afridi and 
Shahnawaz Dahani.
Pakistan boasts three bat-
ters inside the top-15 of ICC 
player rankings with Babar 
sitting on top of the tree, fol-
lowed by third-ranked Imam-
ul-Haq and 12th-ranked 
Fakhar Zaman. Amongst the 
bowlers, Shaheen Shah Afri-
di is the highest-ranked play-
er in seventh position.
Pakistan squad for West 
Indies ODIs: Babar Azam 
(captain), Shadab Khan 
(vice-captain), Abdullah 
Shafique, Fakhar Zaman, 
Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali, Ift-
ikhar Ahmed, Imam-ul-Haq, 
Khushdil Shah, Mohammad 
Haris (wicketkeeper/bat-
ter), Mohammad Nawaz, 
Mohammad Rizwan (wick-
etkeeper/batter), Moham-
mad Wasim Junior, Shaheen 
Shah Afridi, Shahnawaz Da-
hani and Zahid Mahmood.

Pakistan scores match 
saving goal against India

DNA

JAKARTA: Rana Abdul Wa-
heed scored a match-saving 
last-minute goal against In-
dia as Pakistan ended their 
first match in a 1-1 draw in 
Asia Cup 2022.
Pakistan managed to make 

the most of the last penalty 
corner with Waheed netting 
the ball, dodging the Indian 
goalkeeper by a few inches. 
The goal gave relief to the 
Pakistani camp after they 
had a tough time on the 
field throughout. 
Starting off, India scored an 
early goal in just the ninth 

minute of the match. Their 
20-years-old debutant Karti 
Selvam netted the ball to 
give an early lead to India 
who then didn’t allow Paki-
stan to take many chances. 
However, the Green Shirts 
missed four straight chanc-
es to shatter their con-
fidence.  In a nail-biting 

finish, Pakistan launched 
back-to-back attacks in the 
twilight phase of the game 
which finally gave them a 
breakthrough just a min-
ute to go in the match.  
Green shirts will next play 
against Indonesia on May 
24 followed by their match 
against Japan on May 26.

Palestine an 
open wound: 
Qatar’s Emir 

DNA
DAVOS: The emir of Qatar has urged the international com-
munity to give as much attention to resolving the forgotten 
and ignored conflicts in the world, stressing in particular 
the Israel-Palestine conflict, as it has to the war in Ukraine.
Addressing business leaders at the World Economic Forum 
in Davos, Switzerland on Monday, Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad Al Thani said that while “laser focus” is rightly ap-
plied to finding a diplomatic solution to the Ukrainian crisis, 
help and solidarity should be given to victims of “every race, 
nationality and religion”. “The most glaring example is in 
Palestine, which has been an open wound since the estab-
lishment of the United Nations,” he said. “Those families 
have been occupied for decades with no relief in sight. The 
escalation in illegal settlement aggression has been relent-
less and the same goes for the continued attacks against the 
Palestinian people.” “I keep praying that the world wakes 
up to the injustice and violence and finally acts,” he said.
He mentioned the case of Shireen Abu Akleh, the veteran 
Palestinian-American Al Jazeera correspondent who was 
killed by Israeli forces earlier this month in the occupied 
West Bank. “Her death was just as horrific as the seven jour-
nalists killed in Ukraine since March of this year, and the 18 
other journalists killed in Palestine since 2000, and many 
other journalists killed in the line of duty in Iraq, Syria, and 
Yemen,” the emir said. He said there should be no tolerance 
of attacks on journalists, and urged those in attendance to 
not accept a world where governments have double stand-
ards regarding the value of people based on their religion, 
region or race. “We consider the value of each European 
life to be just as precious as someone from our region,” 
he said. Sheikh Tamim pointed out that the Davos forum 
is of “exceptional importance” as it is held amid economic 
challenges and geopolitical turmoil. “Before we can hope 
for economic prosperity, we must first examine, repair and 
enforce our framework for peace,” he said. 

Salah and Son share 
Premier League 

Golden Boot
LONDON: Mohamed Salah and Son Heung-min shared the 
Premier League Golden Boot on Sunday after both forwards 
scored on the final day of the season. South Korea’s Son 
netted twice in Tottenham’s 5-0 win at Norwich to move to 
23 goals – one clear of Salah, but the Egypt forward struck 
late in Liverpool’s 3-1 win at home to Wolves.
Manchester United’s Cristiano Ronaldo finished third with 
18 goals in his first season back in the Premier League.
Salah’s goal was ultimately in vain as Jurgen Klopp’s team 
finished one point behind Manchester City, who scored 
three goals in five minutes to beat Aston Villa 3-2.
Tottenham’s win secured a fourth-place finish, meaning 
they qualify for next season’s Champions League.
Son, 29, said it was “incredible” to have the award.
“I can’t believe it,” he told the BBC. “I got really emotion-
al. I dreamed of it as a child. Literally it’s my in hands. I 
can’t believe it. “Until my goal I was really frustrated that I 
missed big chances. I told the players I missed the easiest 
chances and scored one of the toughest ones.

“I didn’t give up. I wanted to score today. The team helped 
me a lot at half-time. They wanted to help me, you could 
see it today.” Spurs manager Antonio Conte was delighted 
to see club and individual ambitions realised with the rout 
of the Canaries at Carrow Road. “This was our target,” he 
told the BBC. “First to get in the Champions League but 
then when there was a chance to help Sonny reach the top 
scorer, we enjoyed it,” the Italian added.
“I have seen his team-mates try to help him. The award is 
for Son but it’s for the whole team. They helped him reach 
this big achievement.” – Agencies 

Manchester City retain 
Premier League title 

after an epic comeback
web Dsek

MANCHESTER: Manchester City marked an exceptional 
comeback in their match against Aston Villa on the final day 
of the season to win their fourth Premier League title in the 
last four years. The home side of City took the field with a 
point advantage and a better goal difference by six over the 
second-placed Liverpool and soon experienced a scare in 
the form of Aston Villa’s brilliant start.
The home side, however, held their nerves calm and kept 
their title hunt on the line by moving from 2-0 down to win 
3-2 against Aston Villa. It was not just the Aston Villa, whom 
the City had to tackle to lift the trophy but they had to keep 
an eye on the Liverpool-Wolves clash at the Anfield.
The reigning world champions started their day with 
some early good news Pedro Neto put Wolves 1-0 up 
against Liverpool. The joy, however, was short-lived as 
Sadio Mane struck for the home side.
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Briefs
Oman, Iran 
sign trade 

deals during 
president 

visit
Foreign Desk

Muscat:  Iran’s President 
Ebrahim Raisi arrived in 
Oman on Monday as the 
two countries signed a 
string of trade deals and as 
international talks on teh-
ran’s nuclear programme 
hang in the balance, leav-
ing the Islamic republic 
under sanctions. Raisi, on 
his second Gulf visit since 
taking office in august, was 
greeted by sultan Haitham 
bin tareq at the airport and 
received a 21-gun salute at 
the royal palace, an Omani 
statement said.
Raisi’s one-day trip comes 
at a time when renewed 
talks on restoring a 2015 
nuclear deal are at a stale-
mate. Oman played a 
mediating role between 
tehran and Washington in 
the build-up to the original 
agreement. the countries 
signed 12 memorandum 
of understanding during 
the visit, including in the 
fields of oil and gas, trans-
port, education, trade and 
investment, reported the 
official Oman News agency. 
“trade exchanges between 
the two countries of Oman 
and Iran will improve defi-
nitely,” Raisi said before de-
parture, according to Iran’s 
state news agency IRNa.
“Both countries are deter-
mined to upgrade the level 
of political and economic 
ties,” he added. a delega-
tion of 50 Iranian business-
men travelled to Oman last 
week, IRNa said, adding 
that Iran’s minister for 
roads and urban develop-
ment has announced plans 
for a joint shipping line and 
tourist flights. 

Belgium 
imposes 

quarantine on 
monkeypox 

patients
BRussELs: Belgium on 
Monday required people di-
agnosed with monkeypox to 
observe a three-week quar-
antine, health authorities 
announced. People showing 
symptoms of monkeypox 
must immediately go to a 
hospital’s emergency room, 
according to the guidelines of 
the Risk assessment Group, 
a council of health authori-
ties representing the federal 
government and regions. 
Patients must self-isolate for 
21 days if they are diagnosed 
with the disease, said to the 
guidelines, stopping short of 
a quarantine for close con-
tacts. Four cases of monkey-
pox have been diagnosed so 
far in Belgium, with all relat-
ed to a festival that took place 
earlier this month in the city 
of antwerp.
since the beginning of May, 
several monkeypox cases 
have been detected in the 
uK, spain, Portugal, Italy, 
sweden, and France, as 
well as canada, australia, 
and the us. Monkeypox is 
a virus transmitted to hu-
mans from animals, with 
symptoms including fever, 
rash, and swollen lymph 
nodes. – Agencies

tunisian 
union calls 

national strike
Monitoring Desk

tuNIs: tunisia’s powerful 
labour union said on Mon-
day it would hold a national 
strike over wages and the 
economy after refusing 
to take part in a limited 
dialogue proposed by the 
president as he rewrites 
the constitution. With more 
than a million members, 
the uGtt is tunisia’s most 
powerful political force 
and its call for a strike may 
present the biggest chal-
lenge yet to President Kais 
saied after his seizure of 
broad powers and moves to 
one-man rule. saied has fo-
cused on his political agen-
da since last summer when 
he brushed aside the parlia-
ment and discounted most 
of tunisia’s democratic con-
stitution to say he would 
rule by decree despite a 
gathering economic crisis. 
the president’s opponents 
accuse him of a coup that 
has undermined the demo-
cratic gains of the 2011 rev-
olution that triggered the 
arab spring, but he says his 
moves were legal and need-
ed to save tunisia from a 
prolonged political crisis.

Asian 
markets rise 

as Biden 
‘considers’ 

lifting China 
tariffs

HONG KONG:  asian stocks 
rose Monday after us Pres-
ident Joe Biden said he was 
considering lifting some 
trump-era trade tariffs im-
posed on china, although 
concerns over inflation and 
growth weighed on senti-
ment. tariffs on hundreds 
of billions of dollars of chi-
nese imports are due to ex-
pire in July, and Biden has 
faced growing calls to get 
rid of the punitive duties to 
help combat the highest us 
inflation in more than four 
decades. Biden’s comments 
Monday during a visit to 
tokyo come after treasury 
secretary Janet Yellen last 
week said some of the du-
ties imposed by former pres-
ident Donald trump “seem 
to impose more harm on 
consumers and businesses” 
and do little to address real 
issues posed by the asian 
giant. the president also 
said a recession in the unit-
ed states was not inevitable 
but acknowledged the eco-
nomic pain felt by american 
consumers, saying “this is 
going to take some time”.
Ending the tariffs could help 
cut roaring us inflation by 
making imports cheaper. Bid-
en also announced that 13 
countries had joined a new, 
us-led asia-Pacific trade in-
itiative, although there are 
questions about the pact’s 
effectiveness. Investors will 
be looking to the release on 
Wednesday of notes from the 
latest Federal Reserve com-
mittee meeting for clues on 
further rate hikes by the us 
central bank. – APP

spain 
confirms 31 
monkeypox 

cases, 
rest under 

investigation
OVIEDO: the number of 
monkeypox cases continue to 
increase in spain, with at least 
31 cases confirmed, and the 
rest being under investigation. 
While the virus has now been 
found in around a dozen coun-
tries worldwide, spain remains 
home to the largest known 
cluster at the moment.
Madrid has been the epi-
center of the transmission. 
On sunday, Enrique Ruiz 
Escudero, the region’s 
health minister, said there 
were 30 confirmed cases 
and another 40 under inves-
tigation. Health authorities 
have traced the outbreak 
to a gay bathhouse in down-
town Madrid, which has 
temporarily shut its doors 
as an investigation into the 
unprecedented spread of 
the virus continues. How-
ever, at least a few people 
who have tested positive for 
the virus may have caught it 
earlier – during the Maspal-
omas Pride festival in the 
canary Islands that ran 
from May 5-15. “Looking at 
the dates of when the party 
in the canary Islands took 
place, it looks like it started 
there and then later in the 
bathhouse in Madrid,” said 
Escudero. – Agencies

‘us doesn’t 
single out 
India on 

rights abuses’
WasHINGtON:  the united 
states doesn’t “single India 
out” on its human rights viola-
tions and pursuit of anti-Mus-
lim policies, us National se-
curity adviser Jake sullivan 
has said, ahead of President 
Joe Biden’s meeting with Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in tokyo tuesday,  on the 
sidelines of the Quad summit. 
Quad, officially the Quadrilat-
eral security Dialogue, is an 
anti-china alliance led by the 
united states that includes In-
dia, australia and Japan
sullivan,  who briefed the 
journalists aboard presi-
dent flights to tokyo,  was 
asked by a reporter how 
the u.s. administration 
“balances” engaging eco-
nomically with PM Modi, 
given his serious “human 
rights abuses” and target-
ing of Muslims. “Presi-
dent Biden has been clear 
from the beginning of this 
administration that we’ll 
speak out when we see any 
form of departure from 
or deviation from basic 
principles, fundamental 
freedoms, human rights, 
the values of democratic 
institutions, and the rule 
of law,”  sullivan said. 
“that’s true for a range of 
countries. and, you know, 
we don’t single India out,” 
he added. – APP

First batch of 'Made in China' 
buses delivered to Pakistan
We will provide regular systematic training programs  

for employees, which is also a boost to local employment
DnA

BEIJING: the first batch of 120 suzhou 
Higer buses have been delivered to Paki-
stan, china Economic Net (cEN) reported 
on Monday.  this will improve transport 
system in Karachi. as one of “Made in chi-
na” representatives, the buses will guaran-
tee Pakistan’s daily transportation, provid-
ing the locals with comfortable and perfect 
public transportation experience.
“We officially entered the Pakistani market 
in 2008. Last year, we sold a total of 115 pas-
senger coaches and city buses locally.  at 
the beginning of this year, we have launched 
in-depth cooperation with the governments 
of sindh Province and Islamabad by custom-
izing 250 and 30 buses respectively," said 
Zhang Bangguo, south asian Market Over-
seas account Manager of Higer buses, in an 

exclusive interview with china Economic 
Net.  With the delivery of the first batch of 
Higer buses, 130 buses will be further deliv-
ered to sindh soon. 
On the first day of the delivering, the Minis-
ter of transport & Mass transit sindh and 
the Minister of Labour & Human Resourc-
es sindh arrived at the scene for test ride 
of the Higer buses and delivered a speech.  
they both agreed that the first batch of bus-
es have taken a solid step to improve the 
public transportation system in Karachi. as 
Higer’s important product exported to Pa-
kistan’s largest city, the first batch of Higer 
buses meet the regulatory requirements of 
local government, and also have made a se-
ries of adaptive improvements according to 
habits and aesthetics of the locals. 
the first batch of Higer buses will provide 
services to six major cities in sindh, Paki-
stan, including Karachi. the powertrain of 

the buses, with a gasoline-electric hybrid 
design, can ensure normal operation and 
promote sustainable development of urban 
transportation.   “considering the high 
temperature in Pakistan, we have made 
research and development on the air condi-
tioning system to meet the local needs. 
When the ambient temperature is 45 °c, the 
air conditioning system can lower the inner 
temperature to 23-25 °c within 30 minutes 
after the bus runs,” emphasized Zhang. 
“and taking into account the impact of the 
cOVID-19 epidemic, these buses are also 
equipped with a special air filtration system 
and a disinfecting spray system.  after opera-
tion, the driver can press the button to control 
the automatic spray system to disinfect the 
bus.” “at present, new energy buses are only 
operating in a few areas in Pakistan, such as 
Peshawar and Karachi. I think the follow-up 
market potential is very huge,” according to 

Zhang. he told cEN that further personnel 
expansion plans have been put on the agenda, 
more Pakistani employees will be recruited. 
“We will provide regular systematic train-
ing programs for employees, which is also 
a boost to local employment.” Higer Bus 
has established a complete after-sales ser-
vice team to provide after-sales service for 
customers in Pakistan, a country along “the 
Belt and Road”. superior production quali-
ty and considerate after-sales service have 
been widely recognized by the Pakistan peo-
ple.  With a new batch of Higer buses enter-
ing Pakistan, Higer will stay true to its orig-
inal mission to make contributions to local 
public transportation.  “the development 
of new energy buses is of great significance 
to Pakistan, which can not only reduce the 
local dependence on oil, but also achieve 
the long-term goal of green and low-carbon 
development,” Zhang added.

MinsK: Ambassador sajjad Haider Khan held a meeting with nikolai Borisevich, director General, 
Belarusian national Centre for Marketing. An accomplished diplomat and a good friend of Paki-

stan who until recently served as the deputy Foreign Minister.  The two sides discussed possibili-
ties of further expanding the economic contacts . – dnA

china’s hybrid oilseed to 
help ease edible oil shortage 

DnA

IsLaMaBaD:  china's hybrid oilseed 
rape to help ease edible oil shortage in 
Pakistan, china Economic Net (cEN) 
reported on Monday.  according to 
Zhu Xiaobo, executive member of the 
asia and Pacific seed association and 
General Manager of Wuhan Qingfa 
Hesheng seed company,  hybrid cano-
la variety has been planted in Pakistan 
on about 10,000 hectares of land, cov-
ering around 6000 households. 
In the next three to five years, we 
expect it to expand to over 40,000 
hectares and provide more, healthier 
edible oil to Pakistani people”, Ms. 
Zhu Xiaobo told cEN in an interview. 
Edible oil shortage has long been a hot 
topic in Pakistan, which imports edible 
oil worth $250 million annually, ac-
counting for 75% of its entire consump-
tion. the hybrid canola developed by 
the company and planted in Bhakkar，-
Multan, Draya Khan, chishtian, etc. of 
Punjab, features earlier maturation, 
short strain, and low content of erucic 
acid and glucosinolate, two substances 
that adversely affect people’s cardio-

vascular health. 
so far, the hybrid variety has been cer-
tified by Pakistani authorities for its 
health value. Farmers planting this va-
riety will obtain government subsidies.
currently, rapeseed is being cultivated 
on 0.23 million hectares of land across 
Pakistan, covering 12% of the entire 
oilseeds cultivated area. according to 
estimation, this area is likely to be in-
creased by 10%-15% this year. “During 
FY2021 (July-March), among the 2.917 
million tonnes of edible imported, lo-
cal production is provisionally estimat-
ed at 0.374 million tonnes, grabbing a 
mere 13% share”, told Mr. Ghazanfar 
ali, Head of Marketing, Evyol Group, 
an agriculture services provider group 
and business partner of Qingfa Hes-
heng. “Pakistan needs to ensure food 
security for a fast-multiplying popu-
lation. For this, we ought to be inde-
pendent in local seed production. this 
is where we look forward to china’s 
cooperation for meaningful technical 
support both in terms of training and 
development of local human resources 
and farm mechanization”, he said.
In Pakistan, the prevailing rape mustard 
is low in oil yield but rich in erucic acid 
and glucosinolate. On the other hand, 

chinese oilseed rape varieties used to 
be vulnerable to pod splitting and lodg-
ing. “through hybrid technologies, we 
overcome these disadvantages by lower-
ing erucic content to less than 3% and 
the glucosinolate content to less than 
30 micromoles per gram. the plants 
are shorter and more resilient to gusts. 
the growth period is shortened by 8 to 
10 days, which allows farmers to arrange 
the next crops and get better output of 
whole year”, Ms. Zhu introduced.
While promoting the hybrid canola 
variety, Mr. Ghazanfar ali found that 
awareness about better quality oil, high-
er yield, and higher market price of the 
hybrid canola is yet to be improved for 
farmers to further tap the benefits of 
the hybrid technology. “Luckily, consum-
ers are paying more attention to health 
when it comes to food and ingredients”, 
Mr. Ghazanfar ali added. Punjab farm-
ers told the reporter that for each acre 
of this hybrid oilseed rape, they can get 
a subsidy up to Rs. 5000. “We bought 
the designated variety, register at the 
local agrilculture extension department, 
and then we will receive the government 
subsidy”, a farmer in Multan said. “Pro-
duction and health, this is what I expect 
out of this hybrid variety”.

Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan set up expert council
 

news Desk 

BaKu: azerbaijan and Kazakhstan have 
signed a memorandum on the establish-
ment of an Expert council, azernews re-
ports, citing trend.
azerbaijani center for analysis of International 
Relations Board chairman Farid shafiyev and 
Kazakh Institute for strategic studies Director 
Yerkin tukumov signed the document on the 
creation of the azerbaijan-Kazakhstan expert 
council on May 23 in Baku on the margins of a 
round-table to mark the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. speaking at the roundtable, 
Farid shafiyev stated that the creation of the 
azerbaijan-Kazakhstan council of Experts is 
necessary for a correct response to events in the 
region. Noting that the experts of the council will 
have to demonstrate the correct reaction to the 
events taking place in the region, he added that 
the latest changes require a correct assessment 
of the events taking place in the world not only 
between the two countries but also the states of 
the region generally.
“Our expert council will contribute to the 
correct assessment of current challenges 
and realities. In addition, issues related to 
the humanitarian, political, and economic 
spheres will be discussed within the frame-
work of the council of Experts. this council 
will serve to further develop topical issues. 
It will be useful both for government agen-
cies and for society as a whole," he said.
Moreover, Yerkin tukumov said that the 
issue of the establishment of a Business 

council between azerbaijan and Kazakh-
stan was under discussion.
Noting that over 500 azerbaijani companies 
have been registered in Kazakhstan so far, 
he added that in this regard, there is a need 
to create the Business council between the 
two countries. "the creation of the azerbai-
jani-Kazakh Expert council will also make 
a great contribution to the development of 
relations between the two countries," he 
opined. tukumov also noted the successful 

development of cooperation between azer-
baijan and Kazakhstan in a number of areas.
Moreover, Kazakh ambassador serzhan 
abdykarimov stated that new opportuni-
ties are opening up to strengthen azer-
baijan as a regional center. "New opportu-
nities are opening up that will strengthen 
the role of azerbaijan in the region in the 
post-conflict period. In this sense, the 
Zangazur corridor opens new doors for 
economic cooperation," he said.

Noting that relations between azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan are built on the basis of a 
common culture, spiritual values, and lan-
guage, the ambassador stated that the mu-
tually beneficial trade relations and mutual 
support in the world arena are the basis of 
strong relations between the two countries.
"the long-term warm friendship between na-
tional leader Heydar aliyev and the first Pres-
ident of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev 
made a special contribution to strengthening 
relations between fraternal states," he said. at 
the same time, Farid shafiyev stated that the 
importance of the Middle corridor [trans-cas-
pian International transport Route] is grow-
ing due to the current geopolitical situation 
in the region. He emphasized that there are 
many new issues on the agenda of azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan. "One of such initiatives as 
the Middle corridor - the route from china to 
Europe, plays a big role in the current agenda. 
the importance of this project is growing, es-
pecially in connection with the current geopo-
litical situation in the region," he said.
Noting that the agreements on the simpli-
fication of customs procedures between 
the two countries have already been signed 
he added that there is potential for further 
development. shafiyev also stressed that 
close cooperation between azerbaijan and 
Kazakhstan should be actively developed.
Diplomatic relations between azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan were established on august 
30, 1992. the Embassy of Kazakhstan in 
azerbaijan was opened on January 9, 1993, 
and the Embassy of azerbaijan in Kazakh-
stan on March 1, 2004.

RccI seeks 
review of import 

ban list
DnA

RaWaLPINDI: Rawalpin-
di chamber of commerce 
and Industry (RccI) has 
demanded the government 
to reconsider the ban on im-
port of luxury items.
RccI President Nadeem 
Rauf in a statement said 
that “the government has 
taken a hasty decision with-
out consulting stakehold-
ers”. Due to the same Hs 
code the essential items 
are also subject to the same 
restriction. the import of vi-
tamins and medicines (coc-
cidiostats) used in livestock, 
especially poultry feed, has 
been banned, which will fur-
ther increase the price of 
meat and poultry.
President Nadeem Rauf said 
that a meeting of traders from 
the affected sectors has been 
convened in the chamber this 
week so that suggestions and 
solutions can be presented 
to the government. He said 
that imports of air condi-
tioning, heating and chillers 
and related items have been 
banned, they are no longer a 
luxury, they are now needed 
in hospitals, colleges, univer-

sities, business centers and 
homes. Bakery products, 
eyeglasses, leather used in 
shoes, automobiles, lighting 
and many other items that do 
not come in luxury but have 
been banned due to the sim-
ilar code or chapter, he said.
the government should also 
be aware of the ground real-
ities. there are many items 
that are not manufactured 
here. there is a fear of in-
creasing smuggling which 
will further affect the revenue 
of the government, he added.
He said that the business 
community was in favor of 
banning the import of lux-
ury items in the current 
economic crisis but the list 
of bans also included essen-
tial items which needed to 
be reviewed. crockery un-
der ceramics has also been 
added to the ban list, adding 
that the government has not 
given any grace period, due 
to advance orders of many 
traders, the goods are lying 
at the port which takes a 
long time to clear. He said 
that there are still many 
restrictions in china due 
to cOVID 19, many traders' 
payments have been stuck 
due to advance payment.

Turkish Akinci 
UCAVs land in Baku 

DnA
BaKu: turkey’s Bayraktar akinci unmanned combat 
aerial vehicles have landed in azerbaijan for tEKNOFEst 
aerospace and technology Festival scheduled for May 26-
29 in Baku, azernews reports, citing the Baykar company.
as the company said, two akinci drones took off from 
northern tekirdag’s corlu region on saturday, one in 
the morning and the other in the afternoon, and flew to 
Heydar aliyev International airport in Baku from turkey 
via the Georgia airspace. the ucaVs covered over 2,000 
kilometers distance for five hours, passing through three 
countries, the first such a trip in turkish aviation history.
akinci will meet aerospace and tech enthusiasts in Baku 
from May 26 to 29, with other cutting-edge military and 
technology equipment manufactured by turkish enter-
prises. since its debut in 2018, tEKNOFEst has been 
turkey’s gathering place for all aerospace and technology 
stakeholders, as well as for corporations and students. the 
event will host a variety of events, including warplane, un-
manned aerial vehicle (uaV), and helicopter air displays, 
as well as conferences, summits, competitions, and fairs.
Many more pioneers, like aselsan, Havelsan, Roketsan, 
stM, turkish aerospace Industries (taI), and its engine 
manufacturing subsidiary, tusas Engine Industries (tEI), 
will be showing their vehicles and equipment at the event, in 
addition to drone magnate and akinci inventor Baykar 
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Iran to 
avenge 

terrorist 
attack

DNA

Tehran: Iranian Pres-
ident ebhraim raisi has 
vowed that the Islamic re-
public will definitely take 
revenge for the assassina-
tion of an Iranian anti-ter-
rorist commander.  Prior 
to his departure from Meh-
rabad airport in Tehran, 
President raisi empha-
sized on Monday morning 
that those who have been 
defeated in military fields 
in dealing with resistance 
forces, are showing their 
frustration in this way. 
addressing reporters at the 
airport, he expressed both 
congratulations and con-
dolences to family and col-
leagues of the great martyr, 
noting that undoubtedly the 
global arrogance’s hands are 
being seen in the crime. Colo-
nel hassan Sayyad Khodaei, 
a members of Islamic revo-
lution Guards Corps (IrGC) 
Quds Force, was assassinated 
in an armed attack by two 
motorcyclists in Tehran on 
Sunday. The terrorist attack 
took place around 4 p.m. lo-
cal time on Sunday, when the 
IrGC member was getting 
out of his car to enter his 
home in an eastern neighbor-
hood of the Iranian capital.
nour news website, which 
is close to Iran’s Supreme 
national Security Council, 
reacted to the assassination 
in a tweet, stressing that the 
killing of the IrGC member 
was “miscalculated crossing 
of a red line that will change 
many calculations.”

Panic spreads 
as Tarbela 

dam hits dead 
level
DNA

LahOre: Tarbela Dam on 
the Indus river reaches its 
lowest point today as the 
water level was measured 
at dead level i.e. 1,398 feet, 
as a result of unusually low 
inflows during the summer 
months, exacerbating the 
water crisis in the lowlands. 
This year, on March 20, 
2022, the water storage ca-
pacity of the Tarbela Dam 
dropped to its minimal lev-
el, leading to a drastic fall 
in irrigation supplies and 
hydroelectric power output 
amidst extended periods of 
load-shedding.
The current lower trend in riv-
er flows portends disaster for 
the agriculture sector, which is 
already struggling under an un-
precedented heatwave, which 
causes abiotic stress in plants. 
according to the WaPDa 
report, the river inflows and 
outflows at Tarbela, Mangla, 
and Chashma on May 22, 
2022, as well as the reservoir 
levels and barrages, were as 
follows: Indus inflow at Tarbe-
la, 82,800 cusecs and outflow, 
95,000 cusecs; Kabul inflow at 
nowshera, 28,700 cusecs and 
outflow, 28,700 cusecs; Jhelum 
inflow at Mangla, 36,100 
cusecs and outflow, 33,800 
cusecs; Chenab inflow at Mara-
la, 31,400 cusecs and outflow, 
21,400 cusecs.

62 booked 
over pro-
Pakistan 
slogan 

News Desk

JharKhanD: at least, 62 
people have been booked 
by Indian police for alleg-
edly raising pro-Pakistan 
slogans in the Indian state 
of Jharkhand. These people 
were booked by Indian po-
lice on raising pro-Pakistan 
slogans, a senior police of-
ficer said. a video clip of the 
procession, where several 
people were heard shouting 
‘Pakistan zindabad’, went 
viral on social media, follow-
ing which the police swung 
into action and registered a 
case in the matter.

SBP raises 
interest rate 

to 13.75%
DNA

KaraChI: The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Monday 
raised the benchmark poli-
cy rate by 150 basis points 
(bps) to 13.75% for the next 
six weeks to maintain the 
balance between inflation and 
economic growth. The cen-
tral bank believes that this 
“effective action” was impor-
tant to anchor inflation expec-
tations and maintain external 
stability. “This action, togeth-
er with much needed fiscal 
consolidation, should help 
moderate demand to a more 
sustainable pace while keep-
ing inflation expectations an-
chored and containing risks 
to external stability,” the cen-
tral bank said in its monetary 
policy statement (MPS).
The Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) met today 
for the first time under the 
leadership of acting gover-
nor Dr Murtaza Syed to take 
decisions regarding the key 
benchmark interest rate. 
It is worth mentioning that 
the SBP has cumulatively 
increased the rate by 675 
basis points since September 
2021 to control inflation and 
narrow the current account 
deficit. hinting towards the 
next Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) meeting sched-
uled to be held on July 7, the 
SBP said: “Going forward, to 
strengthen monetary policy 
transmission, these rates will 
be linked to the policy rate 
and will adjust automatically, 
while continuing to remain 
below the policy rate in order 
to incentivise exports.”
“The MPC will continue 
to carefully monitor de-
velopments affecting me-
dium-term prospects for 
inflation, financial stability, 
and growth,” it assured. 
according to the monetary 
policy statement, external 
pressures remain elevated 
and the inflation outlook 
has deteriorated due to 
both home-grown and inter-
national factors. 

eCP 
denotifies  

25 PTI MPas 
de-seated over 

defection
DNA

ISLaMaBaD: The election 
Commission of Pakistan 
on Monday de-notified the 
25 PTI MPas that it had 
de-seated over defection 
from the party on Friday. 
The decision to de-seat the 
25 PTI dissidents came 
during the announcement 
of the verdict in a case 
pertaining to the dissident 
members of the Punjab as-
sembly (MPas). Today, the 
eCP issued official notifi-
cations for the cancellation 
of the dissidents’ election 
from respective constituen-
cies of Punjab and Punjab 
assembly seats reserved for 
women and non-Muslims.

Salik invites 
Chinese 

companies for 
investment 

 
stAff RepoRt

ISLaMaBaD: Minister for 
Board of Investment Chaud-
hary Salik hussain has invit-
ed Chinese companies for 
investment in agriculture 
and livestock sectors of Pa-
kistan and assured them of 
full facilitation.    he was 
speaking at an MoU signing 
ceremony in Islamabad on 
Monday, between two in-
vestment companies of Chi-
na and Pakistan including 
Optima Integration Group, 
China and asia Pak Invest-
ments, Pakistan.
The MoU is aimed at en-
hancing Business to Busi-
ness agricultural coop-
eration between the two 
countries. The project be-
tween the signing parties 
will comprise setting up a 
supply chain for seafood 
export for export from Paki-
stan to China.  It will include 
a high-tech processing facil-
ity and related technology 
transfer. In the first phase, 
the estimated investment 
will be around 50 million 
dollars that will create more 
than 100 jobs in Gwadar and 
Karachi in Fishing, Power 
and Logistics sectors.
The Minister appreciated 
the interest of Chinese 
side in agriculture & Live-
stock sector of Pakistan 
particularly, Fish and Sea-
food industry.
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Malaysia’s economy to expand by 5.75 per cent

Malaysia a gateway to 
aseaN for pak products

The acting high Commissioner of Malaysia Deddy Faisal says I urge both 
Malaysian and Pakistani businesses, chambers and associations to have more 

frequent interactions, besides leveraging on each other’s strength and capacity
 

DNA

ManDIBahUDDIn: The acting high Com-
missioner of Malaysia Deddy Faisal has said 
Malaysia has always been an open trading 
nation and preferred investment destination 
and will continue to remain so driven by our 
Unique Value Proposition to investors.  The 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is opti-
mistic that Malaysia’s economy will expand 
by 5.75 per cent this year, driven by pent-
up domestic demand and continued strong 
external demand. This is in line with the 
government's growth projection of between 
5.3 per cent and 6.3 per cent for 2022. Our 
economy expanded by 3.1 per cent last year.  
The Malaysian envoy expressed these views 
while speaking at the Mandi Bahauddin 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
he further said, Malaysia’s financial sector re-
mains resilient and that it was encouraged by 
its reforms that focused on inclusion, econom-
ic transformation, and a sustainable economy. 
This was clearly reflective of Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob's Keluarga 
Malaysia concept which focuses on inclusion, 
togetherness and gratitude aimed at bringing 
the people together in helping the he said 
Malaysia’s ongoing investment promotion ef-
forts have successfully kept us on the map of 

investors. We believe that it is crucial to keep 
our investment policies relevant, resilient and 
responsive to the evolving ecosystem. To-
wards this end, Malaysia is currently un-
dertaking concerted efforts to review 
existing policies and restructure our 
investment strategy to ensure that im-
plementation of high-impact projects 
can be expedited. 
Guided by this aspiration, the Malay-
sian Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry is spearheading a 
holistic reform of Malaysia’s 
investment agenda. This 
new agenda will be prem-
ised on the national In-
vestment aspirations 
(nIa) which will navi-
gate Malaysia towards 
a regional investment 
hub with a view to 
increasing economic 
complexity, creat-
ing high-value jobs, 
extending domestic linkages, developing 
new and existing clusters, and improving 
inclusivity. ‘ Our new investment strate-
gies will provide the necessary impetus to 
pursue high-technology and sustainable in-
vestments as well as to intensify innovation, 
striking a balance between economic and 

environmental sustainability while reducing 
dependency on foreign labour, in line with 

global benchmarks in environment, so-
cial and governance’.

he called upon the business com-
munity of Pakistan to be the part-
ner & catalyst for reform, to drive 
sustainability and to contribute 
to their collective goal of shared 
prosperity. Look at Malaysia as a 

gateway to the aSean market. 
Furthermore, investors 

will be able to lever-
age into the oppor-
tunities opened up 
by rCeP which 
provides a market 
of 3 billion peo-
ple.  he added, 
Pakistan is, and 
remains an im-
portant eco-
nomic partner 
for Malaysia. 

This is demonstrated most prominently by 
our bilateral economic, trade and invest-
ment relations, which continue to grow 
from strength to strength despite the global 
challenges throughout the decades.
‘ I urge both Malaysian and Pakistani busi-
nesses, chambers and associations to have 

more frequent interactions, besides lever-
aging on each other’s strength and capacity. 
Let us work together to enrich the value of 
our investments. Let us restart, recover, 
revitalise and reform towards greater eco-
nomic resilience and progress’.
I would like to record my sincere appreci-
ation and gratitude to Mandi Bahauddin 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry for 
inviting me to your beautiful city. I am de-
lighted to meet everyone, particularly to 
engage with prominent businessmen of this 
city. It is a privilege to be here to speak to 
you at meeting to connect Malaysia and Pa-
kistani businesses as well as sharing with 
you Malaysia’s economic updates. Trade, 
at its very foundations, is about people con-
necting across the world. It is about under-
standing each other and cooperating for the 
good of all nations and our economies. The 
resilience of our trade relies on the depth of 
these global connections, but these connec-
tions cannot only have trade at their core. 
4. We must have people connecting, across 
families, politics, education, tourism, work 
and so many other walks-of-life to truly de-
velop robust relationships between nations. 
It is then, from these relationships based 
on broad way to connect, that we can build 
robust, resilient trade for the prosperity of 
all, he concluded.

World faces a turning point: Zelenskiy warns
he demanded an oil embargo, the blockage of all russian banks and 

termination of all trade. Foreign businesses should withdraw completely  
from russia, and the russian IT industry should be cut off from the West

News Desk

DaVOS: Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy told global business leaders meet-
ing at Davos on Monday that the world faces 
a turning point and has to ratchet up sanc-
tions against russia as a warning to other 
countries considering using brute force.
"history is at a turning point... This is real-
ly the moment when it is decided whether 
brute force will rule the world," Zelenskiy, 
sporting his trademark olive green T-shirt, 
said in an address via video link.
his speech kicked off in earnest the four-
day World economic Forum that gathers 
some 2,000 business and economic lead-
ers as well as experts, with Ukraine top-
ping the agenda. "everyone of you have 
to understand: We are defending you, 
personally...We are fighting, actually, for 
every one of you and everyone has to un-

derstand that," said the mayor of Kyiv, 
Vitali Klitschko, another member 
of the large Ukrainian delegation 
that travelled to Davos.
In stark contrast to the past, rus-
sian state institutions and private 
companies which threw some of 
the most glitzy parties with black 
caviar, vintage champagne and 
foie gras, have not been invited to 
the alpine resort this year. 
The former "russia 
house", Moscow's 
base at Davos in 
past years, has 
been turned 
into a "rus-
sian War 
Crimes house" by Ukrainian artists, ex-
hibiting pictures of misery and devastation 
caused by the war in Ukraine. Moscow has 
denied targeting civilians or involvement in 

war crimes while it carries out what it 
calls a "special military operation" 

in Ukraine and says Western sanc-
tions and arms deliveries for Kyiv 
amount to a "proxy war" waged 
against it by the West.
Zelenskiy urged countries to put 
more pressure on Moscow and ac-

cused them of not exhausting sanc-
tions. "The sanctions should 

be maximum, so that 
russia - and every 

other potential 
aggressor who 

wants to wage 
a brutal war 
against its 
neighbour 

- clearly knows the immediate consequences 
of their actions," he said. he demanded an oil 
embargo, the blockage of all russian banks 
and termination of all trade. Foreign business-

es should withdraw completely from russia, 
and the russian IT industry should be cut off 
from the West. The sanctions must set a prec-
edent, deterring any other aggressors in the 
decades to come, Zelenskiy said, adding rus-
sia had caused its decline by its own actions.
The renaming of the russia house "is an ex-
ample of their transformation, what russia 
has done to itself, of becoming a state of war 
criminals and what it brings to the world: It 
inspires other potential aggressors to act," 
he said. The Ukrainian former world boxing 
heavyweight champion, Wladimir Klitschko, 
demanded that sanctions also target russian 
athletes. "here in Switzerland is the head-
quarters of the IOC, International Olympic 
Committee, and I believe that russian Olym-
pic team must be banned and not participate," 
he said. "nothing against the nationality or 
against the athletes, but they represent the 
regime of russia, this aggressive regime that 
has started this senseless war."

australia's new PM sworn 
in ahead of Quad meeting

foReigN Desk

CanBerra: anthony albanese has 
been sworn in as australia's new lead-
er and will fly immediately to an inter-
national summit. Mr albanese's Labor 
Party defeated Scott Morrison's con-
servative government in an election 
on Saturday. It remains unclear wheth-
er Mr albanese will form a majority 
or govern with the support of cross-
benchers. The prime minister left for 
Tokyo on Monday to meet the leaders 
of the so-called Quad nations - the US, 
India and Japan.
earlier in the day, he was sworn in 
with four key cabinet members, includ-
ing new Foreign Minister Penny Wong, 
who is travelling with him to Japan.
richard Marles is the new deputy 
prime minister and employment min-
ister, Jim Chalmers is treasurer, and 
Katy Gallagher is attorney-general and 
finance minister. It is australia's first 

Labor government in almost a decade. 
The party has won 74 lower house 
seats but counting con- t i n u e s 
to determine wheth-
er they can get the 7 6 
needed to form a ma-
jority.
But the primary vote 
for both major par- ties 
fell - almost a third 
of australians put 
the Greens, in-
dependents and 
other minor par-
ties as their first 
preference. The Quad group is seen as 
largely aiming to counter growing Chi-
nese influence in the Indo-Pacific region.
It will meet on Tuesday following re-
cent diplomatic tensions in the Pacific, 
after the Solomon Islands last month 
signed a security pact with China. The 
US and australia hold fears the deal 
could allow China to build a naval base 
there. In a statement ahead of the 

meeting, Mr albanese said: "The Quad 
Leaders' Summit brings 

together four leaders of 
great liberal democracies 

- australia, Japan, India, 
and the United States of 
america - in support of a 
free, open and resilient 

Indo-Pacific."
Ms Wong - 

australia's 
first over-
seas-born 
f o r e i g n 
min i s ter 

- signalled they would bring "new en-
ergy and much more to the table" on 
climate action, after "a lost decade".
Climate change played a huge role in 
the election result, with a surge in sup-
port for candidates wanting urgent ac-
tion. Mr Morrison's government had 
committed to a 2030 emissions reduc-
tion target of 26%-28% - about half that 
of the UK and US. 

PM strongly 
condemns Yasin’s 

conviction 
ISLaMaBaD:  Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
strongly condemned the conviction of prominent hurriyat 
leader Muhammad Yasin Malik by the Indian 
court in a fictitious terrorism case. he said 
Pakistan reject- ed the Indian failed 
tactics against Yasin Malik who was 
a symbol of un- paralleled bravery 
and freedom. he urged the international 
community includ- ing the United nations 
and the human rights Council to 
take note of India’s ex-
tra- judi - cial meas-
u r e s . he said 
the gov- ernment 
of Pa- k i s t a n 
w o u l d h i g h -
l i g h t India’s 
actions against 
Yasin Malik and other Kashmiri leadership at all interna-
tional forums including the human rights bodies and the 
forum of Organization of Islamic Cooperation.
PM Sharif said similar to the illegal measures of august 5, 
2019, the case against Yasin Malik was also unlawful and 
pointed out that India was following a deliberate plan to 
overthrow the real leadership representing the Kashmiris.
he said the Indian government, which was afraid of the body 
of Syed ali Geelani also feared Yasin Malik, a great symbol 
of Kashmir. he mentioned that thousands of Kashmiri mar-
tyrs, including ashraf Sehrai and his son were the milestones 
of the Kashmir’s plebiscite. The prime minister termed all 
these martyrs a proof of the tyranny and brutality of the In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), adding 
that the people of IIOJK could not be enslaved by India’s dra-
conian laws against Kashmiris. – app

People to make 
history on May 25

DNA
ISLaMaBaD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader asad 
Umar on Monday said that people of Pakistan will make his-
tory on May 25 as PTI chairman announced Long March to 
Islamabad on Sunday. Talking to media, asad Umar said that 
all the arrangements for the march have been made. “after this 
day, decisions for Pakistan will not be made behind the closed 
doors,” he said. he went on to say that decisions regarding Pa-
kistan will not be made by the illegal money or by conspiracies 
and after haqeeqi azadi March, masses will be prosperous. 
On the other hand, PTI decided to hold protest at numaish 
Chorangi in Karachi while live screening of the footages from 
Islamabad Long March will be shown there. President of PTI 
Karachi Bilal Ghaffar will be leading the protests in Karachi. 

Federal Minister for Narcotics control, Nawabzada shazain bugti in a meeting  with chinese delegation 
lead by Mr. cheng Guoping, commissioner of counter Terrorism in islamabad. – app


