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ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on
Monday ap-
proved the
appointment
~ of Muham-
“ mad Baligh
Ur Rehrnan as Governor
Punjab. The president ac-
corded his approval on the
advice of the prime minister
in terms of Article 48 (1)
read with Article 101 (1) and
Article 101 (5) of the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan. Earlier, Pres-
ident Dr Arif Alvi appointed
Babar Hassan Bharwana
and Justice (R) Ikramullah
Khan as members of the
Election Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP) from Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) respectively.

SC verdict
doesn’t

affect me

DNA
LAHORE: Punjab Chief Min-

ister Hamza
Shahbaz has
g - claimed that
G o the Supreme

M Court’s inter
% pretation  of
Article 63(A) is not valid on
his election to the chief min-
ister’s slot. The statement
came with Hamza’s 16-page
written response submitted
to the LHC against the peti-
tions challenging his election
as the province’s CM. “The
election on Punjab CM’s slot
was staged in line with the
high court’s orders and as per
the law and the Constitution,”
Hamza stated in the reply,
adding that the interpretation
of Article 63(A) does not ap-
ply to the polls since the apex
court’s judgement came later.

Adnan

Aurangzeb
dies
ISLAMABAD: Former MNA

Mian Adnan

Aurangzeb

has died in

an accident.
l Adnan was a

well  known
figure of the country. He was
equally well respected among
the diplomatic community as
well. President Dr. Arif Alvi in
his Tweet expressed his heart-
felt condolences on the sad de-
mise of Adnan. The President
said that he was a great man
and a great friend. President
Alvi said when it comes to pro-
motion of tourism in Swat Ad-
nan had played a central role.
His death was indeed an irrep-

arable loss to this country and
people of Pakistan. - DNA
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PM seeks

more Chinese |

investment

The premier says that Pakistan
looks forward to seek support
from China in every walk of life

Suuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan doesn’t want hand-
outs, but investments from its Chinese
friends, says Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
The premier said that the friendship between
Pakistan and China’s unwavering friendship
has weathered storms and strengthened over
time. He praised China for progressing in var-
ious sectors and lifting numerous above the
poverty level during the last three decades.
Pakistan has China as a model to emulate
and replicate its development reforms, PM
Shehbaz Sharif said during a meeting with
the representatives of Chinese companies
investing in Pakistan on Monday.

The premier said that Pakistan looks forward
to seek support from China in every walk of
life and it will benefit from China’s experience
in the fields of industries and agriculture.
Pakistan has resolved that we will meet all
the challenges however difficult they are
and take Pakistan towards progress, the
premier said. “For this, Pakistan needs
real support from our Chinese friends,
not in terms of money, aid or handouts,
but in terms of investment, trade and ex-
pertise.” PM Shehbaz Sharif said that Chi-
na is the most reliable friend of Pakistan.

Continued on Page 06

PM to depart for
3-day Turkey
visit today

ANsAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif will pay a three-day visit
to Turkey from Tuesday to hold talks with
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on bilater-
al relations and exchange views on regional
and international issues. This will be the
prime minister’s first visit to Turkey since
assuming office. President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan was the first world leader to call
the prime minister on 11 April 2022 to fe-
licitate him. The two leaders also spoke on
telephone on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr.

The prime minister will be accompa-
nied by a highlevel delegation including
ministers, Special Assistants to the PM
(SAPMs), and senior officials. A business
delegation from Pakistan comprising rep-
resentatives of leading companies across
various sectors will travel separately to

Continued on Page 06

Imran seeks SC’s

protection

for march

“If Supreme Court does not give protection
then we will prepare plan for this”

Bureau REPORT

PESHAWAR: Former prime minister and
PTI Chairman Imran Khan has said that
if the Supreme Court did not provide pro-
tection to his party for holding yet another
long march to Islamabad then they will for-
mulate a “different strategy” to overcome
obstacles. “If Supreme Court does not give
protection and they [government] create
hurdles for [PTI protesters] then I am an-
nouncing here that we will prepare plan for
this,” he said while addressing the lawyers’
convention in Peshawar on Monday.

Khan admitted that his party was not pre-
pared during the party’s so called “Haqgeeqi
Azadi March”, which was ended abruptly
last week when he suddenly announced
ending it and decided to give a six-day ulti-
matum to the ruling coalition to announce
an election date or else he would return to
the capital with more people next time.

Defending his decision to call off the
protest suddenly, Khan in today’s event
said he was afraid that the violence
could break out between the law en-
forcement agencies and the protesters.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Prlme M1nlstér Shehbaz Sharif chalrlng a meetlng
with Chinese investment companies. — DNA

Ukraine

_Heawy
fighting as
Russian
troops enter
key city

Monr1TorRING DESK

KYIV: Russian troops have
entered the outskirts of
the Ukrainian city of Siev-
ierodonetsk, according to
the regional governor, who
described fierce fighting on
Monday over the ruins of a
city that has become the fo-
cus of Moscow’s offensive.
The European Union has
sought to make Moscow pay
a heavy price for invading
Ukraine, but leaders arriv-
ing for a summit acknowl-
edged they were unlikely to
pass a new round of sanc-
tions yet, having failed to
agree to ban imports of Rus-
sian oil. read more

Russia has concentrated its
firepower on the last major
population centre still held
by Ukrainian forces in the
eastern Luhansk province,
in a push to achieve one of
President Vladimir Putin’s
stated objectives after
three months of war. read
more Incessant shelling
has left Ukrainian forces
defending ruins in Sievier-
odonetsk, but their refusal
to withdraw has slowed the
wider Russian offensive
across the Donbas region.

US won'’t
send Ukraine
long-range
weapons

DNA

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident Biden on Monday
said the United States
will not send rocket sys-
tems to Ukraine that
could potentially reach
into Russia, after reports
that the administration
was preparing to send
long-range systems to the
besieged European ally.

Continued on Page 06

Senate resolution unanimously
condemns Khojaly genocide

It marks the 30th anniversary of diplomatic
ties between Azerbaijan and Pakistan

No change
In stance on
Palestine

Info Minister says Pakistan’s
~ position clear, PTV anchor
involved in the tour terminated

Starr REporT / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Min-
ister for Information
and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb
on Monday reiterat-
ed that Pakistan was
y . firmly committed to
its pr1nc1pled p051t10n on the Palestinian is-
sue and Israel. In an important policy state-
ment she said that there had been no change
in Pakistan’s policy in support of Palestine.

The minister said that Pakistan’s state pol-
icy on Palestine was clear and based on the
decrees of the father of the nation, Quaid-
e-Azam. She said that no policy or action
could be adopted against the wishes and
aspirations of the people of Pakistan. The
Foreign Ministry has made it clear that no
delegation from Pakistan had visited Israel,

Continued on Page 06

Pak condemns
killing of
Kashmiri youth

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly condemns
extra-judicial killing of two more Kashmiri
youth in staged “cordon-and-search” opera-
tion in Pulwama district of the Indian Illegal-
ly Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

In a statement on Monday, Foreign Of-
fice Spokesperson Asim Iftikhar said
that killing spree of Kashmiris by Indian
Occupation Forces in Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir intensifies
after sentencing of Hurriyat Leader Yasin
Malik’s in contrived and one-sided case.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: The Senate on Mon-
day passed a resolution unanimously,
to mark the 30th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic ties be-
tween the Republic of Azerbaijan and
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

The resolution stated that the Senate
reaffirms the consistent and unshake-
able support to the sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and inviolability of
internationally recognized borders of
the Republic of Azerbaijan and cele-
brate with a great joy its historical
victory in the year of 2020 that ended
up with the liberation of its territories
from almost three decade long occu-
pation by the Republic of Armenia. As

well as approving its longstanding and
unchanged position, the Senate reaf-
firms the resolution of 1st February
2012 adopted by the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee of the Senate con-
demning the Khojaly Genocide.

It further stated that the Senate re-
iterates its all-over support to the
joint steps taken by Azerbaijan and
Pakistan in improving economic con-
nectivity, trade, people to people
contacts, investment as well as every
aspect of bilateral and multilateral
cooperation aimed at strengthening
prosperity and security of each other.
It may be mentioned here that both
Pakistan and Azerbaijan enjoy excel-
lent brotherly relations. On May 27,
the Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Paki-
stan Khazar Farhadov hosted a Grand

National day reception in which a
large number of guests hailing from
all walks of life participated.

Besides high level government and
military officials, members of the
parliament and media persons also
attended the reception. The ambas-
sador while speaking on the occa-
sion vowed to give new dimensions
to bilateral relations.

Last week, a tree-planting action
was held on Friday in Baku on the
occasion of the 30th anniversary
of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between Azerbaijan and
Pakistan. The event was organized
by the Pakistani Embassy in Baku.
Pakistani Ambassador to Azerbaijan
Bilal Hayee and Mayor of Baku El-
dar Azizov took part in the event.
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Singers, musicians
demand release of
Afghan singers

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: In a bid to force the
government for release of four Afghan
singers arrested by Peshawar on Fri-
day, the singers and musicians staged
a protest demonstration in front of Pe-
shawar Press Club on Monday morn-
ing. A court of law while hearing the
case on Saturday, remarked that pun-
ishment under 14-Foreign Act is either
to be deportation to the country of
origin or imprisonment till departure.
The main purpose of protest is to save
the arrested singers from deportation
to Afghanistan whereas Taliban rulers
already banned music and art. The
court likely to hear bail applications of
arrested singers on Tuesday.

The protest call was made by Rashid
Khan President of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Singers and musicians.

All four singers/musicians have been
arrested under 14-Foreign Act by Teh-

kal Police and later on produced before
a court of Law. The judge on duty told
Afghan singers that either you will be
imprisoned for ever (till leaving Paki-
stan) or deportation to Afghanistan via
Torkham. On such grounds, the court
adjourned its proceeding till Monday.
And on the grounds of bail application,
now they case will be heard on Tues-
day. Lawyer Faheem Marwat said, “Af-
ghanistan is a conflict zone whereas its
people facing threats to their lives and
rights. On such grounds he is going to
file bail application.” Faheem Marwat
said that Pakistan is signatory to UN
charter pertained to Human Rights at
international level.

The protesters also included musicians
besides chanting slogans also held the
protests amidst light music’s. Besides
others the protesters were addressed
by Rashid Khan, Amjad Shehaz, Ah-
mad Gul and others, insisting on early
release of arrested persons and giving
relaxation to the Afghan singers, musi-

cians and artists who slipped into Pa-
kistan after empowering of Taliban in
mid of August 2021 last.

Afghan singers Zikar Ullah Wafadar and
Ayaz Gul said that around 550 singers,
musicians from Afghanistan are scat-
tered throughout Pakistan. Rashid Khan
said 200 of them are residing here in
Peshawar. Almost of them are awaiting
for Protection in any safe country and
for the purpose, they have already filed
applications with UNHCR. However, the
UNHCR according to Afghan nationals is
reluctant to listen them. One of the UN-
HCR official said, “almost these singers
and musicians have been entered Pa-
kistan through valid documents and in
according to UN, U NHCR couldn’t help
these people.

Besides Faheem Marwat, Peshawar
High Court Bar Association President
Rehman Ullah Khan and Tariq Afghans
are also going to file bail application in
favour of arrested Afghan singers on
multiple grounds.

HC orders removal
of IGP Kamran Fazal

for duty failure

Nazir SivAL

KARACHI: The Sindh High Court (SHC)
on Monday expressed his distrust over the
performance of Sindh Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Kamran Fazal and ordered the
authorities concerned to remove him from
the post over his failure to discharge duties.

Steps under

way to end
crimes: CPO

FAISALABAD: City Police
Officer (CPO) Syed Nasir
Naqvi has said that strict
measures are being taken
for elimination of crime and
protection of life and proper-
ty of people in the district.
He was talking to complain-
ants during khuli kutchehry
[open court] held at Millat
Town police station under
special initiative of Punjab
police, here on Monday.

He said that a new complaint

secretary each. A two-member SHC bench,
led by Justice Muhammad Igbal Kalhoro,
issued the decision. On the occasion, Ad-
vocate General of Sindh pleaded with the
high court to grant one-week time to which
the court replied: “You can avoid action if
you produce the girl on Friday. If the girl is
not produced on Friday, show-cause will be
issued and action will be initiated.”

’il;}slleledc ouarIE vl\;[; iz;rel- cell had been set up at the
. . € J . > | CPO Office to facilitate
inerim de- “A]] provinces are cooperating I 6 P | 0 i hat orders
nopn o for the recover Of the irl” gamrari which would be issued on
gzré-tpil;)or; y g s z;zia d the applications of the com-

of Dua Zehra by the IGP for hearing of a
petition against her alleged abduction and
asked the establishment division secretary
to launch an inquiry against him. “Let an
action be initiated against you for diso-
beying the orders,” the court addressed
Kamran Fazal in its decision and directed
the establishment division secretary to re-
view whether Kamran Fazal was eligible
for the post of IGP.“We leave this matter
to the administration. A competent person
should be given the charge of IGP,” said
the high court in its decision. The court
summoned Kamran Fazal in person with
affidavit on next hearing, asking the DIG of
Crime Investigation Agency (CIA) to ensure
recovery of Dua Zehra and produce her at
10:30am on June 3 next. A copy of the court
decision was ordered to be sent to the of-
fices of chief secretary and establishment

plainants during khuli kutch-
ehry would be implemented
in letter and spirit. He said
that open courts would be
held as per schedule reg-
ularly in all areas of the
district and applications of
the complainants would be
redressed in three phases.
(In A-category) immediate
action, (B-category ) action
after verification and (C-cat-
egory) action will be taken
after complete investigation.
He said that police reforms
were imperative for redress-
ing the public grievances
adding that protection of life
and property is among the
top most priorities of the
Faisalabad police. - APP

while talking to media after hearing of
the case that raids were being carried
out everywhere for recovery of Dua Zeh-
ra. “All provinces are cooperating for the
recovery of the girl. We will intensify our
efforts and try our best to produce Dua
Zehra in the court,” he vowed. is to be
noted here that the name of Dua Zehra
came to the limelight after the news of
her possible abduction from Karachi was
broadcasted by national media. It was lat-
er discovered that she had eloped with a
friend named Zaheer Ahmed (21) to Pun-
jab to marry him. The father of Dua Zehra
had filed a petition in the SHC, asking the
court to declare his daughter’s alleged
marriage illegal since she was an un-
derage person. Dua Zehra, on the other
hand, claimed that she was 18 years old,
and, her parents had got her age.

Investiture
ceremony held

ISLAMABAD: President Arif alvi administering oath of office to Senator Shahadat Awan as the
Minister of State, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

US Congressman
Wittman congratulates

Shahbaz, Bilawal

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Congressional repre-
sentative Rob Wittman said that the
US and Pakistan have a long history
of cooperation and we are looking for-
ward to improved economic coopera-
tion. He offered best wishes to Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto on their
success and added that he will visit
Pakistan to meet both the leaders.
Talking to the President of United
Business Group Zubair Tufail , Chair-
man of US- Pakistan International
Chamber of Commerce (USPICC) Sid-
dique Sheikh and Secretary- General
of USPICC Malik Sohail he said that
he will love to have interaction with
the Pakistan business community to
find ways for further improvement in
bilateral relations.

Congressman Rob Wittman said that
Pakistan is a great friend of the US.
It is a very important country and we
hold Pakistan in very high esteem.
Rob who serves on the House Com-
mittee on Natural Resources and
Armed Services has been focused on
promoting economic development,
improving infrastructure, increasing
access to high-speed internet, promot-
ing workforce development and sup-
porting technical education, science,
technology, and engineering.
Separately, Siddique Sheikh, Zubair
Tufail and Malik Sohail also had meet-
ings with various leading businessmen
to promote bilateral trade. They invit-
ed US businessmen to invest in Paki-
stan, which is offering one of the best
incentives to foreign investors. They
also met with the Chairman of Fair-

fax County Jeff McKay and discussed
ways and means to boost bilateral co-
operation. They lauded the equity, ed-
ucation, good housing, transportation,
infrastructure, and the environment

in Fairfax County.
He awarded proclamation certificates
to Siddique Sheikh, Zubair Tufail, Ma-
lik Sohail and Najeeb Aslam, Council
Member USPICC.

391,317
bags of
flour sold

DNA

RAWALPINDI: An investiture ceremony was held at Corps
Headquarters Peshawar to confer military awards to Next
of Kins of Shuhada and serving military officers to acknowl-
edge their gallantry acts, devotion and sacrifices during
service. According to ISPR, Commander Peshawar Corps
Lieutenant General Faiz Hamid was the Chief Guest at the
occasion. Forty three kins of Shuhada received Tamgha-e-
Basalat while Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Military) was awarded to two
officers and Tamgha-e-Imtiaz (Military) to fifteen officers.
Earlier this month, General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army
Staff (COAS), conferred military awards to Army personnel for
their acts of gallantry during operations and meritorious services
rendered to the nation. The GHQ Investiture ceremony was held
at General Headquarters Rawalpindi. Families of Shuhada also
attended the ceremony. 48 officers were awarded Sitarai-Imtiaz
(Military). Seven officers, three Junior Commissioned Officers
(JCOs) and 30 Soldiers were awarded Tamgha-i-Basalat.

out

FAISALABAD: As many as
391,317 bags of 10-kg flour
had been sold out at a rate
of 490 per bag during the
last four days in the division.
Commissioner Zahid Hussain
said here Monday that 1,795
sales points had been set up
in four districts- Jhang, Chin-
iot, Toba Tek Singh and Fais-
alabad. He said that 296,102
bags of 10-kg had been sold
out at government price in
district Faisalabad, 23,936
in Toba Tek Singh, 43,586 in
Jhand and 23,693 bags had
been sold out in Chiniot.

Finance Forum's

He said 20-kg flour bags
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following cities

were available at the rate of
Rs 980 per bag and 15-kg fine
flour at the rate of Rs 1,050
to 1,070. He said wheat was
being sold at the rate of Rs
2,460 per mound (40-kg) in
the division. - APP

Press release issued here.

e .

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi |
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (RCCI) will hold a day-
long conference of political par-
ties’ representatives to sign the
memorandum of understanding
(MOU) on economy.

RCCI President Nadeem Rauf
while addressing a press confer-
ence at chamber house here on
Monday said that the Chamber
would convene a conference of rep-
resentatives of all political parties
in mid of June 2022 at Pearl Conti-
nental Hotel, Rawalpindi. The aim
of the conference was to provide a
platform for the representatives of
all political parties and to prepare
a consensus document so that
a Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MOU) can be signed for the
Charter of Economy. “The Rawal-
pindi Chamber demands that all
political parties and stakeholders
give top priority to the economy
and avoid political scoring”, he
said. The government should re-
view the list of import ban items

It is notable here that a similar
committee was formulated in 2013
for promotion of Islamic bank-
ing in Pakistan. Aamir Khan also
recommended a tax incentive for
companies whose financing needs

- = = — e F;

as a large number of shipments
are on the way or delayed in Chi-
na due to COVID-19 restrictions.
They should be extended till June
15. He said that the chamber will
also run a campaign through print,

centive," he said.

Finance Forum's

A

are principally met through capital
market Islamic instruments. "This
would be a preferred approach than
to revive the erstwhile 2% flat in-

He noted that 'protection, justice,
fairness and societal well-being' are
the key goals of Islamic finance,
and SECP has been focused on
promotion of Islamic financing with
all these goals in sight, said Chair-
man Securities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP) in his
keynote address at World Islamic
"Development
of Islamic Finance Ecosystem for
Global Prosperity" conference, or-
ganized by Center of Excellence in
Islamic Finance (CEIF) on Tuesday.
He shared some of the milestones
achieved by SECP in line of Islamic
financing, including the listing of
PHL energy Sukuk; launch of the
first-ever Shariah compliant ETF;

electronic and social media.

He said that the current econom-
ic situation is very worrying and
concerning for the business com-
munity. The Rawalpindi Chamber
believes that the solution to the

approval of the first-ever Shariah
compliant developmental REIT; re-
vamping of Commodity Murabaha
platform at PMEX; licensing of 2
Shariah-compliant Housing Finance
companies; and disbursement of
over 43,000 subsidized loans by one
Islamic NBMFC.

Emphasizing the role of financial
sector regulators in promoting a
culture of innovation and entre-
preneurship in the Islamic finance
space, he shared the example of
SECP’s regulatory sandbox that en-
courages young entrepreneurs and
nascent startups, to come up with
creative solutions & products. He
proposed a similar model exclusive-
ly for Islamic finance, through col-
laboration of all relevant regulators.
The SECP chairman also said that
despite these "isolated successes",
structural gaps still exist in the in-
dustry, and warrant a concerted

current economic crisis is for all
political parties to unite on the
recovery of the economy and sign
a memorandum of understanding.
Group leader Sohail Altaf said. If
political parties make the MoU on

SECP Chairman for
promotion of Islamic finance

This would be a preferred approach than to revive the erstwhile 2% flat incentive

ISLAMABAD: Securities and Ex-
change Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) Chairman Aamir Khan
on Monday suggested for estab-
lishment of a high-level Steering
Committee tasked with charting
an effective roadmap for the future,
encompassing all touch points of
Islamic finance ecosystem, to pro-
mote Islamic finance in the country.
He made this suggestion in his
keynote address at World Islamic
"Development
of Islamic Finance Ecosystem for
Global Prosperity" conference, or-
ganized by Center of Excellence
in Islamic Finance (CEIF), said a

national level thrust to understand
and address the complete spectrum
of financial needs of the population.
He stressed on harnessing the role
capital markets, NBFCs and insur-
ance sectors towards the devel-
opment and expansion of Islamic
financial ecosystem.

Shedding more light on the struc-
tural deficiencies, Khan said that
the financial landscape in Pakistan
remains bank-centric, while the cur-
rent policies focused on financial
inclusion also remain rather cred-
it-centric. This means that prod-
ucts and solutions like long-term
savings, investments, pension, in-
surance protection, private equity,
etc. are not getting adequate atten-
tion. Finally, the implementation
of inclusion efforts has also mostly
stayed limited to the urban centers,
except some micro-finance lending
activity. - APP

MoU on ecomomy

A
IL"

the economy part of their manifes-
to, the business community will
support it in the coming elections.
On a question, he said the Cham-
ber of Commerce and the stake-
holders have not been consulted
regarding the fiscal budget 2022-
23. We demand that the budget
be prepared through consultation
with the stakeholders.

Replying another question, he
said, the list of imports of luxury
items should be reviewed. Many
essential items have also come
under import ban. It is feared that
this move will increase smuggling,
he added. Group Leader Sohail
Altaf, Dr. Jamal Nasir, President
of Small Chamber Sheikh Asif,
Representatives of Anjuman-e-Ta-
jiran Shahid Ghafoor Paracha,
Sheikh Hafeez, Arshad Awan,
Tariq Jadoon, Tahir Taj Bhatti,
Senior Vice President Asim Ma-
lik, Vice President Talat Awan.
Former presidents Asad Mashha-
di, Dr. Shamail Daud, Zahid Latif
Khan, Malik Shahid Saleem, Nasir
Mirza, executive members and a
large number of importers were
also present on the occasion.



E‘!
N

Istamaha

i m

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

L]
m

n

National Days and
Armed Forces Days

MAY

May 03 / Poland
National Day

May 06 / Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06 / UAE
Armed Forces Day

May 07 / Kazakstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08 / Czech Republic
National Day

May 09 / European Union
National Day

May 17 / Norway
Constitution Day
May 21 / Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/ Yemen Republic
Re-unification Day
(National Day)

May 24 / Eritrea
National Day

May 25 / Lebanon
Liberation and
Resistance Day
May 25 / Argentina
National Day

May 25 / Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 / Azerbaijan
Republic Day

May 28 / Ethiopia
National Day

May 31 / Brunei
Armed Forces Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949

Rescue (Police) 15
Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo.........cceu.... 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
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Hospitals

CMH.....oovrrrereen. 5611111
Y05 OO 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
2) 5 (AT 5556311-4
RGH....ooovvverenn. 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS....ooovvvmnn. 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....coveverennen 9221334-43
CDA....ocoverrerne 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: First lady Begum Samina Alvi reviewing a flower arrangement during a workshop held under the aegis of Islamabad Floral
Society, at Islamabad Serena Hotel. — DNA

Bring sugar dealers into tax
net; President directs FBR

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on
Monday directed the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) to bring into the tax net
the unregistered wholesalers, dealers or
distributors of sugar.

The president passed these directions while
disposing of 25 identical representations
filed by FBR against the orders of the Fed-
eral Tax Ombudsman (FTO), with a direc-
tion to the FBR to bring unregistered sugar
dealers into the tax net to improve sales tax
collection and reporting compliance within
90 days. He observed that despite making
huge monetary transactions and the avail-
ability of their data with FBR, these unreg-
istered buyers of sugar largely remained
outside the tax net and evaded the prime
national responsibility of paying taxes.

As per details, FTO had initiated an
Own Motion investigation against the
failure of FBR to bring into the tax net
the unregistered buyers of sugar from

sugar mills in the country.

The FTO observed that non-NTN holders
were buying huge quantities of sugar from
mills and their data was fully accessible by
the FBR, however this huge potential for
tax collection remained unutilized.

In its report, the FTO highlighted that a
large amount of sugar was supplied by the
mills to various unregistered buyers, but
the FBR did not pay due attention to broad-
ening the tax base. It further observed that
this low-hanging fruit had not yet been har-
vested and despite making huge monetary
transactions, the unregistered buyers of
sugar remained out of the tax net.

The FTO underscored that unregistered
persons were easily identifiable because
sugar mills were required to maintain re-
cords of supplies made during the tax peri-
od and issue tax invoices indicating names,
addresses, description, quantity, values of
goods, CNIC, or NTN of persons to whom

the supplies were made under the Sales Tax
Act of 1990. Furthermore, the Department
has full access to various bank accounts of
Sugar Mills and thereof the actual buyers
can be tracked by analysing major credits
appearing in the said accounts. Based on
these findings, FTO had directed to enforce
compliance after obtaining data of unreg-
istered persons from the sugar mills and
sharing it with the concerned Regional Tax
Offices to broaden the tax base.

The FBR had filed a representation with the
President against this order of FTO contest-
ing its jurisdiction of taking suomoto action
in such matters.

President DrArifAlvi disposed of the matter
with the observations that FBR’s field for-
mations were not vigilant in collecting infor-
mation related to unregistered buyers and
were content with just whatever was being
submitted in the monthly sales tax returns
of mills. He regretted that the data of unreg-

istered buyers were not being examined for
the purpose of broadening the tax net.

He noted that FBR’s field formations held
jurisdiction over sugar mills and could se-
cure the complete particulars of all buyers
by proper and timely analysis of withholding
statements. He said that serious negligence
and inefficiency on part of the field forma-
tions of FBR in the discharge of its duties
was tantamount to maladministration.

He observed that FTO’s recommenda-
tions were only a reiteration of the duty
of FBR to strictly deal with unregistered
sugar dealers to bring them under the tax
net. The President held that under sec-
tion 9 (1) of the FTO’s Ordinance, 2000,
FTO was authorized to initiate suomoto
Investigation against any alleged malad-
ministration on the part of the Revenue
Division or any tax employee, therefore,
the representations deserved to be dis-
posed of accordingly. - APP

Saima Group,
Agha Steel join hands

ISLAMABAD: Agha Steel Industries Limit-
ed, a leading steel manufacturing company,
has signed an agreement with Saima Group
for exclusively providing Green Electric Arc
Furnace Technology steel re-bars to its first
of a kind Eco-Friendly Green Housing Struc-
ture Project, Saima Premium Residency.

added “We couldn’t have found a better partner
than Agha Steel for providing Steel for this vi-
sionary project as they were the only company
in Pakistan that provides 100 percent refined
quality steel by using green steel technologies.”
At the signing ceremony Agha Steel, CEO,
Hussain Agha, also expressed his view and

Saima Group noted
was a name R o e.e . “We are
associated '] 1S was a great initiative by delignt-
with quality o ed to be
and rust in Saima Group as the leaders entering
the real es- o into this
we peming ~ Of the industry must play  agrce.
and develop- . ment
ment secor @ pivotal role toensurea ;i

rine e SUStainable and greener future:;;’;
cesstully for our generations to come P
orojocts for | steel to

projects for both residential and commercial
to its customers. Addressing on the occasion,
Saima Group Chairman ZeeshanZaki said “We
are very excited to launch Saima Premium Res-
idency as Pakistan’s first Eco-Friendly Green
Housing Structure project that shall be built
exclusively with the finest and most technolog-
ically advanced re-bars supplied by Agha Steel.
In accordance with our long term goal of trans-
forming into an environmentally conscious or-
ganization, it was our aim to partner with firms
that share our values to give sustainable devel-
opments for our future residents” He further

Pakistan’s First Eco- Friendly Green Struc-
ture Project. This was a great initiative by
Saima Group as the leaders of the industry
must play a pivotal role to ensure a sustain-
able and greener future for our generations
to come. This agreement was testament
to our aligned visions and ambitions for a
Greener Pakistan.” Agha Steel Industries
led a Green Steel Revolution through sus-
tainability of its energy mix by installing
a 2.25 megawatt solar power project and
signing a term Sheet with Engro Energy
for Renewable Energy. - APP

Is 1t worth coming on
roads: IK’s demand
for new elections

Rawmisa KamMRraN

akistan's former Prime Minister

Imran Khan was ousted on Sun-

day, April 01, 2022, when he lost
a vote of confidence in parliament. He
was deserted by his coalition partners
who blame him for a collapsing economy
and failure to deliver on his campaign
promises.Anticipating his defeat, Imran
Khan, alleged the opposition conspired-
by the United States to unseat him, on
Friday April 08, 2022, he called on his
supporters to stage rallies nationwide
on Sunday April 10, 2022. “I will not
accept an imported government,” Khan
told the nation in a late-night address.
“I’'m ready for a struggle.”
This article is to throw light whether,is
it worth coming on roads and demand-
ing a new election? It can be said that
yes, it is worth coming on roads and
demanding new elections. The main
reason is that the present government
does not have a clear majority and is in
government just for one or two votes.
Secondly, new elections would give a
clear picture of what the nation is think-
ing and what does Pakistanis want.

On party level Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
has also proved to be an enthusiastic
party. Earlier, they were called Mummy
Daddy party. By coming on roads Mr.
Khan has put his party also on test and
successfully completed the campaign.
The torture bore by PTI workers in
all over the country has given the work-
er a strength and ambition to fight for
their rights.

The effects of Long March can be seen
in today’s parliament joint session. The
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif has an-
nounced that parliament would decide
about the next elections. So, Imran
Khan has some how achieved his goal by
bringing the government to talk about
the elections. Earlier, Vice President of
Muslim League (N) Marium Nawaz Sha-
rif in public gathering hinted to leave
the government.

In another development a former ally of
Imran Baluchistan Alliance Party (BAP)
is also thinking to withdraw its support
from present government. If it is done,
then the present Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif would lose the majority and Imran
Khan can be Prime Minister again.

The writer is an International Rela-
tions student

FGEHA reserves 2% quota for employees’ hodies

As many as 8 plots have been reserved in category-I, 12 plots in category-lI,
15 plots in category-1II, 17 plots of category-IV and 15 plots of category-V were
reserved for the employees of constitutional bodies in Green Enclave-I

ISLAMABAD: Federal Government Em-
ployee Housing Authority (FGEHA) has re-
served two percent quota of the total num-
ber of plots of each category for employees
of nine constitutional bodies in Green En-
clave-l, Bara Kahu Housing scheme Islama-
bad. As many as 8 plots have been reserved
in category-I, 12 plots in category-II, 15
plots in category-III, 17 plots of category-IV
and 15 plots of category-V were reserved
for the employees of constitutional bodies,
an official in the Ministry of Housing and
Works told APP.

About the Sky Garden scheme, he said
the revised layout plan of housing was
under process for approval. However,

as per tentative plot position in Sky
Garden Housing scheme, the two per-
cent quota was also reserved for the
employees of constitutional bodies.
The official said that around 22 plots
of different categories were reserved
in the Sky Garden scheme under 2
percent quota for the employees of
constitutional bodies.

The list of members in waiting list (who
deposited down payment and whose cas-
es were likely to mature for allotment) is
subject to verification of service particu-
lars from their department including their
Regular appointment in BPS as on date of
membership etc, he added.

He said the number of applicants who were
in waiting list registered under Phase-I
against quota of constitutional bodies
in Green Enclave-l, Bara Kahu Housing
Scheme and Sky Garden Housing Scheme
are as under.

To a question, he said the project of the
FGEHA Lifestyle Residency, EHFPRO G-13
was likely to be completed by December
2022 depending on the availability of funds.
The project was expected to be complet-
ed by the end of the year 2020, however,
due to multiple reasons such as the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, increase in prices of con-
struction materials as a whole, and steel,
in particular, the desired targets could

not be achieved, he said.

He said the project was launched in July
2016 and the construction work on the
project formally started in September
2017. As result, the original financial plan
of completing the project on recovering
83 percent tentative costs from the mem-
bers became nonviable.

Therefore, he said, the EHFPRO Board of
Directors decided to split the remaining 17
percent into four installments. Out of these
four installments, two percent was project-
ed to be recovered at the time of handing
over of possession of apartments, while
three installments of five percent of cost
staggered on a quarterly basis. - APP

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government on Monday no-
tified transfer and posting
of two high-rank officers.
According to a notification
issued by the Establishment
Division, Muhammad Tan-
vir Butt, a BS-21 officer of
Secretariat Group, present-
ly posted as Senior Joint
Secretary, Finance Division,
is posted as Additional Sec-
retary , Finance Division,
with immediate effect and
until further orders. While,
Kausar Ali Khan (OMG/
BS-18), Section Officer,
Establishment Division is
transferred and posted as
Section Officer, Parliamen-
tary Affairs Division, with
immediate effect and until
further orders. - APP

PM, Air Chief
discuss PAF’s
professional
matters

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the
Air Staff Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmad Babar called
on Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif here on Monday and
discussed professional mat-
ters pertaining to Pakistan
Air Force (PAF). The prime
minister reposed full confi-
dence in the professional ca-
pabilities of PAF for guard-
ing the aerial frontiers of
the country, the PM Office
said. — APP

Hurriyat
delegation
visits families
of martyrs in
Shopian

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Political Resistance Move-
ment (JKPRM) visited the
residences of recently mar-
tyred youth in different ar-
eas of Shopian to express
solidarity with the victim
families. The JKPRM dele-
gation was led by its Chair-
man Jameel Mir and was
comprised of vice chairman
Ghulam Hassan, DrMusaib,
Faiyaz Ahmed and Ahmed
Nazar. The delegation paid
rich tributes to martyrs
Shakir Ahmed Waza, Afreen
Ahmed, NasirWani and Ish-
faq Ahmed, said a press re-
lease on Monday.

They expressed solidarity
with the victim families and
said that the whole Kash-
mir was facing terrorism
by Indian forces. The del-
egation said India and its
forces have waged a war
against people of Kashmir
for demanding the right to
self-determination. Mean-
while, the delegation also
visited the family of promi-
nent martyred commander
SadamPadder. - APP

Railways
procures
modern
coaches

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Railways has procured a to-
tal of 230 modern passenger
coaches not only to modern-
ize the department but also
to facilitate the passengers.
Talking to APP, an official
of the Ministry of Railways
said that first batch of the
procured coaches would be
arriving by the end of May,
adding that “The high pow-
er locomotives, 4,000 horse-
power have been procured
to enhance payload for max-
imizing freight revenue”.
He said that the process
for installing Radio Fre-
quency Identification
System (RFIS) over the
railway network had been
initiated, which  would
transform the department
on modern lines by effec-
tive and efficient monitor-
ing of rolling stock. The
process for installing Au-
tomatic Train Protection
(ATP) in locomotives had
been initiated and would
be operational after the
complete installation of
Computer Based Interlock-
ing (CBI) at 31 stations, he
added. The official said in
order to monitor the train
operation 24/7 and to en-
sure and improve punctu-
ality, the central control
office situated in Pakistan
Railways Headquarters Of-
fice, Lahore as well as the
control offices in all seven
operational divisions were
working. - APP
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ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz)
Senior Leader Malik
Mehrban lauded the un-
forgettable role of late Pa-
kistani Scientist Dr Abdul
Qadeer Khan who worked
day and night to make Pa-
kistan a nuclear power.
Talking to APP here on
Monday, he said that as
a nation “we must strive
hard to make Pakistan an
economically independ-
ent and welfare state”.
Congratulating nation
on “Youm-e-Takbeer”, he
said that Pakistan suc-
cessfully became a nu-
clear power in the world
by detonating five nucle-
ar warheads on May 28,
1998. - APP

Ministry
working on
National
Curriculum

Summit

ISLAMABAD: Ministry
for Education and Pro-
fessional Training while
considering the signif-
icance of the uniform
curriculum, was making
all-out efforts for calling
a National Curriculum
Summit to further im-
prove the syllabus.
According to sources, fol-
lowing the directions of
Federal Education Min-
ister for Education Rana-
TanveerHussain, all stake-
holders and curriculum
experts across the coun-
try from public/private
sector would participate
in the proposed summit
to give their input for re-
view and wider consensus
building on the matter.
Federal Education Minis-
ter believed that the entire
curriculum required a par-
adigm shift from learning
based on memorization to
leaning based on critical
thinking and group learning,
the sources furthered.
Education ministry, the
sources confirmed, will
prepare a PC-1 for state-of-
the-art Teachers Training
Centre, equipped with lat-
est facilities and fulfilling
all requirements of pub-
lic and private sector for
training purposes.
However, a nationwide as-
sessment system at Fed-
eral level to evaluate the
outcomes of educational
policies  implementation
across the country was
need of the hour.

Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Train-
ing was also focusing on the
development of the uniform
curriculum, they added.
The sources told that
PML-N had started four
important projects in the
past comprising of Curric-
ulum Reforms, Exam Re-
forms, Madrassa Reforms
and Teachers Training
Program. The ministry
would work hard for edu-
cation related projects to
uplift public sector educa-
tion system in accordance
with the modern require-
ments. - APP

SMEDA to
organize
three-day
training

ISLAMABAD: The Small and
Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Authority (SMEDA)
will organize a three-day
workshop on “Sales Force
Management for SMEs” for
profitable business growth
from June 3 to 5.

The session will be or-
ganized by SMEDA un-
der National Business
Development Programme
(NBDP) for SMEs, to ex-
tend non-financial adviso-
ry services to small and
medium businesses, ac-
cording to sources in the

authority.
The training programme
will provide information

about strategic role of
selling business, effectual
sales force management,
how sales is different from
marketing, diagnostic
framework of sales force
management and key skills
for leading and managing
sales teams.

The workshop also pro-
vides information of sales
force deployment, sale
force assessment and
evaluation, efficient com-
munication and presenta-
tion skills for sale force,
and case studies.

The session would be at-
tended by individuals from
training services, consultan-
cy services, business sup-
port services, SMEs owned
and their staff. - APP

Experts believe ‘Charter of
Economy’ is vital for economy

Consistency is the key to economic policy and the present government
should honor the commitment made by the previous government as part
of the soverelgn guarantees of the country and international laws

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Miftah Ismail, Finance
Minister, and Shaukat Tarin, former Fi-
nance Minister, agreed on forming a Char-
ter of Economy among the political parties
while putting aside political differences for
sustainable economic growth on a long-
term basis. Speaking as chief guest at the
webinar on National Dialogue on Economy:
The Way Forward for Pakistan, organized
by Nutshell Conferences and Corporate
Pakistan Group, on Saturday, Miftah Is-
mail said Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif
is ready to sign the Charter of Economy
on a minimum agenda despite different
ideologies of various political parties.

He said the growth in the economy is
achievable in Pakistan with its huge size
of the population but the sustainable eco-
nomic growth has been a challenge over
the period last years, which needs to be
addressed mutually by everyone in the
government and the private sector.
Consistency is the key to economic policy
and the present government should honor
the commitment made by the previous gov-
ernment as part of the sovereign guaran-
tees of the country and international laws.
Pakistan needs nearly $37 billion for the
next year for the purpose of paying loans
to various agencies and countries, con-

trolhng the current account deficit, and
building the required foreign exchange
reserves but these could be done only
with the signing of a program with the
International Monetary Fund(IMF).Go-
ing forward, the government will focus
on discouraging import-led growth in the
economy, whereas the manufacturing sec-
tor should be given preference to enhance
exports, Miftah said and added. The gov-
ernment will work on revolutionizing the
agriculture sector, which will particularly
meet the local demand for food items.

He said the government will not impose
any ban on traveling, raw materials, and
essential items but only on luxury and
non-essential items. Also, the tax rate
will not be increased on the income of the

people, he added.

Former Finance Minister Senator Shaukat
Tarin said the Charter of Economy is very
important for the country which he pro-
posed many years ago. Political differences
should be put aside and the economic agen-
da should be agreed upon. A few of the next
months are difficult ahead but the situation

will be improved after the general elections,
he added. Pakistan needs inclusive and sus-
tainable growth for a long period of time.
In this regard, the saving-to-GDP ratio and
tax-to-GDP ratio should be increased with
incentives and schemes in the next five
to six years. The gap between export and
import stands at 12% which should be re-
duced to 6% and to zero in the next few
years, Tarin added. The former minister
suggested the central bank and the gov-
ernment to issue new licenses to banks
on the basis of regional boundaries.

Ghias Khan, President Overseas Investors
Chamber of Commerce (OICCI) said a long-
term and consistent policy is in dispensable
to attract businessmen and foreign inves-
tors. Pakistan should focus on its food and
energy security on a priority basis. Also,
Pakistan should focus on technology servic-
es which has immense potential to enhance
exports and local productivity, Ghias Khan.
The country needs to enhance the produc-
tion of wheat and essential crops for meet-
ing its local demand and boosting exports of

agri-products. Further, he added the coun-

try is rich in mineral resources which can
be translated into its lucrative exports.
The investment should be encouraged in
the productive sector instead of the real
estate: We have to build skillset of the
young population to make their role more
productive in the economy.

RAWALPINDI: Street vendors are dlsplaylng sunglasses to attract customers '
at Faizabad neighbourhood. — APP

Experts advise to
remain extra vigilant
against monkeypox

ISLAMABAD: Health experts on Monday advised health
authorities to stay vigilant against monkeypox and raise me-
dia awareness to prevent the outbreak of the virus in the
country. Talking to a private news channel, Dr Abid Qaiyum
Suleri said that monkeypox is an infectious disease that is
usually mild and is endemic in parts of west and central Afri-
ca. "The virus can be transmitted through contact with skin
lesions or droplets from a contaminated person, as well as
through shared items such as bedding or towels", he high-
lighted. He said the symptoms of monkeypox are similar to
smallpox including fever, headache, muscle ache, fatigue,
and skin bumps like chickenpox on the hands and face.

He advised all healthcare facilities and all healthcare pro-
viders in the provinces to report suspected monkeypox cas-
es timely, adding, people should avoid shaking hands and
should not share their towel and bed with anyone.

Another Khawaja Salman Rafiq said that Airport authorities
should have to be extra vigilant while collecting 21-day travel
history of passengers coming from other countries with mon-
keypox cases and check their current health status. He made
it clear that the information circulating on social media about
the monkeypox case in Pakistan is incorrect as health author-
ities of Pakistan was closely monitoring the situation and as
per reports of the National Institute of Health, no case of
monkeypox has yet been diagnosed in Pakistan so far. - APP

President administers
oath to Senator Shahadat
Awan as State Minister

Senator Shahadat Awan as State
Minister on the advice of the PM

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Monday adminis-
tered oath of office to Senator ShahadatAwan as Minister
of State. The oath-taking ceremony was held at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadr. Earlier on May 26, President Alvi had given
approval to the appointment of Senator Shahadat Awan
as State Minister on the advice of the prime minister
under article 92(1) of the Constitution. - APP

Development
works 1n sector I-12
to start on June 01

ISLAMABAD: The management of the CDA is paying spe-
cial attention to the construction and development of the
city, especially the sector development. In this regard, de-
velopment works are being launched in CDA Sector I-12.
In this regard, proper development in Sector I-12 will com-
mence from Ist June. Initially these development works will
be carried out in [-112/2 and I-12/3. While the development
work of I-12/1 and I-12/4 will be launched under 42 (F).
Sector I-12/2 and 1-12/3 development works have been
awarded to the lowest bidding company. Under this project,
development works in Sector 1-12/2 and Sector 1-12/3 will
be carried out including drainage system, sewerage net-
work, construction of streets, culverts and other develop-
ment works. These development work will be completed in
fifteen months with the cost of Rs. 542.788 million.

It should be noted that such sectors of Islamabad where
development works were delayed for a long time. Due to
the special interest of the present CDA management, de-
velopment works are being launched in all these sectors.
On this occasion, the management of Capital Develop-
ment Authority said that the resettlement of new sectors
will further enhance the beauty of the city. - DNA

Fisherman becomes overnight
millionaire in Gwadar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A fisherman
became an overnight mil-
lionaire in Jiwani, Gwadar,
after catching a croaker
fish, which he sold for
over Rs13.4 million at a
local market. According
to Gwadar Pro, the fisher-
man caught the fish on last
Thursday, which weighed
48 kg. “Croaker is called
Sowa in the language of
local fishermen.

They are no less than gold
for fishermen,” Sahib Gul
who deals in fish at Karachi,
told Gwadar Pro via phone.

Croaker is also called “Kir”
in the Balochi language.
Mr. Gul said that one time
croakers were sold at a very
low price and were mostly
sent to Sri Lanka.
“However, the price of
croakers skyrocketed as
local businessmen gained
access to markets in China,
Japan and the rest of the
world,” according to Sahib
Gul, adding, in China and
Japan, croaker soup is the
food of the elite class.
According to Dr. Saifur Re-
hman, the special thing in
croaker fish is the air-blad-
der in the chest which is
used for medicinal purpos-

es. “Threads made from
the bladder of fish are
used to sew the internal
organs of the human body;
they are absorbable and
you don’t need to remove
them once used in sur-
gery,” he said.

On May 15, 2022, local
fishermen at Jiwani had
caught 18 large sized
croakers, which they sold
for between Rs100,000
and Rs500,000 each. Last
May, another fisherman
from Jiwani had caught a
48 kg croaker fish which
was sold at a Rs8.6 million.
Croaker fish has high
demand in the Chinese

markets. Accordmg to a
news report, “a single
swim bladder could fetch
as much as Rs50,00,000
per kg in the Hong Kong
or Guangzhou market”.
Having access to the mar-
ket, where one can sell
his products/stuff at the
desired price, is nothing
short of a blessing.

As China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) is trans-
forming Gwadar into an
international market, it will
also offer local fishermen
the opportunity to sell their
fish at good prices, which
will help economically em-
power local fishermen.

ZIEC to construct section of CPEC’s
central alignment in Balochistan

ISLAMABAD: A joint venture of Chi-
na’s Zhongding Int'l Engineering Co.
and Pakistan’s Progressive Technical
Associate won contract to construct the
55-kilometrelong Awaran-Jhal Jhao road
in South Balochistan after offering the
lowest bid. According to Gwadar Pro,
the National Highway Authority had
floated the project with an estimated
cost of Rs6.06 billion. However, the
ZIEC-PTA joint venture offered to build
the road for Rs5.15 billion. A contract
has been signed with the JV for the pur-
pose, NHA revealed on Friday.

The project is part of the govern-

ment’s plan to rehabilitate and widen
the Hoshab-Bela road, which connect-
ed Gwadar and Karachi in the past
but was later abandoned after the
construction of Makran Coastal High-
way in 2004. The road remained in
dilapidated condition for nearly two
decades until the government decid-
ed to remodel it as part of the central
alignment of CPEC to link the Gwadar
port with Karachi port and Sindh.

The link, when completed, is expected
to bring back economic activities in the
least developed Awaran district of Ba-
lochistan. It will not only restore Awaran

its status of a connectivity pivot between
Sindh and Balochistan, but will also help
the locals transport their agricultural
products to Karachi for better return.
Awaran is a district of Kalat division,
which shares boundary with Makran
division. Gwadar is a district of Makran
division. This important eastwest link
intersects the GwadarTurbatHoshab
Motorway (M-8) of CPEC at Hoshab
and Quetta-Karachi N-25 Highway at
Bela. Works on 146 kilometres long Ho-
shab-Awaran and 80 kilometres long Jhal
Jhao-Bela sections of the Hoshab-Bela
link are already underway. - DNA

The government worked out a comprehensive program for managing the incurring
floods through small dams. The completion of these projects would help the
irrigation system be51des tackhng the Water scarmty situation in the province

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Construction
of Baluchistan’s biggest
hydropower project, the
Naulong Dam, has restart-
ed, Gwadar Pro reported
on Monday. The dam will
irrigate 47,000 acres of bar-
ren land and will provide
4.4MW of electricity.

Issues related to the Nau-
long Dam have been sorted
out and under the direction
of the Standing Committee
on Water Resources, the
Federal Board of Revenue

(FBR) released Rs 1,916
million for the construction
of the Naulong Dam to the
Water and Power Develop-
ment Authority (WAPDA).

The 186-feet high dam has
a total storage capacity of
242,452 AFd. Live storage
is 200,000 AF. While the
annual benefits to agricul-
ture will be Rs 2.017 billion,
power Rs 0.413 billion, and
fisheries Rs 0.018 billion.

The Naulong Dam will cre-
ate 23,500 agricultural jobs.
It will help protect the catch-
ment areas from the deluge.
The dam will irrigate areas

near Jhal Magsi, Gandawa,

and khuzdar, which will
boost economic activities
and strengthen farmer fra-

ternity in the province. The
government expedited the
construction of the Naulo-
ng dam. WAPDA already

completed its feasibility and
detailed design. Since the
water table in Baluchistan
is quite low, fetching water
for irrigation is a major chal-
lenge in itself. So, in order
to cope with the water re-
quirements in the province,
the provincial and federal
governments have spon-
sored the construction of
many dams in Baluchistan,
some of which are opera-
tional while others are yet
to be completed.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned operational dams
in Baluchistan, provincial

authorities in collaboration
with the federal government
have undertaken the ‘100
Dam Baluchistan’ Initiative.
The government worked out
a comprehensive program
for managing the incurring
floods through small dams.
The completion of these
projects would help the
irrigation system besides
tackling the water scarcity
situation in the province.

It is one of the water con-
servation efforts by the
government to solve the
problem of water shortage
in Baluchistan.

Politics of

Imran Khan
based

on lies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League-N senior
leader Barrister Danyal-
Chaudhry Monday said
that Imran Khan did noth-
ing for the welfare of the
common man and only
mislead the public with his
lies-based narratives.
Talking to a private news
channel, he criticized that
the politics of Imran Khan
is based on lies and propa-
ganda, adding, PTI govern-
ment’s poor performance
has badly disappointed the
masses and has hurt their
political sentiments.
Pakistan Tehreek e Insaf
(PTI) was responsible for
damaging the economy, he
said, adding, its wrong pol-
icies had caused price hike
and increased unemploy-
ment in the country.

“Imran Khan has given noth-
ing except lies and propa-
ganda”, he said, adding, PTI
government with his wrong
policies had damaged all
state institutions. - APP

DC directs
to set up
pushcarts,
counters
by June 1

RAWALPINDI: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) General Capt (Retd)
Qasim Ijaz has directed all
the Assistant Commission-
ers to establish 20 pushcart
bazaars and 150 DC coun-
ters in the Rawalpindi by
June 1, so that food item can
be provided to the people at
government rates.
Presiding over a meeting
here at his office, the ADC
informed that seven out of
20 pushcart bazaars had
been set up while 83 DC
counters have been estab-
lished in mega-stores and
cash and carry. He directed
the officials that uniform
design should be available
in all pushcart bazaars and
DC counters, adding official
price lists should be dis-
played prominently.

Qasim added that space
had been identified for the
remaining pushcart and DC
counters, and their estab-
lishment would be imple-
mented soon. Giving details
of the bazaars, he said that
in  Rawalpindi, pushcart
bazaars had been set up in
Haideri Chowk, Committee
Chowk, Shahbaz Sharif Park,
Jhanda Chichi and Chungi
No. 22, while each pushcart
Bazaar had also been estab-
lished in Taxila and Kotli Sat-
yan tehsils. - APP

IHC adjourns
Shireen
Mazari arrest

case till
June 16

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) on
Monday adjourned hear-
ing till June 16, regarding
formation of a judicial
commission to inquire
the arrest of former fed-
eral minister and Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf (PTT’s)
Leader Shireen Mazari.
Chief Justice Athar Minal-
lah heard the case filed by
Imaan Mazari Advocate.
Dr. Shireen Mazari also
appeared before the court
during this day hearing.
Additional Attorney Gener-
al informed the court that
most probably the com-
mission would be set up
this day as a summary had
been moved in this regard.
The further hearing of the
case then adjourned till
June 16. - APP

Commissioner
for smoke-free

generation

ISLAMABAD, May 30 (AP-
P):Chief Commissioner Is-
lamabad Aamer Ali Ahmed
on Monday stressed the
need for developing a cur-
riculum to make next gener-
ations smoke-free.

“We want our generations
smoke-free and every cit-
izen should contribute to
this noble cause to safe-
guard the health and well
being of our present and
future generations,” said
Chief Commissioner at a
ceremony in connection
with World No-Tobacco Day,
which is observed world-
wide on May 31 each year.
He vowed to raise aware-
ness and promote a smoke-
free society by providing
awareness against tobacco
use and empower young
people to engage in the
fight against tobacco.
Ahmed stated that the glob-
al tobacco epidemic Kkills
nearly 8 million people glob-
ally every year. — APP



UK’s Johnson needs
to win back trust

ritish Prime Minister Boris Johnson cannot seem to shake off
B the partygate scandal. A delayed but troubling report that con-

firms what everyone knew for a while now is out. Troubling,
because it took a long time coming. Damning?
No. Illegal parties were indeed held by the PM’s team when the country
went into three pandemic lockdowns in 2020. Johnson attended some of
them and had earlier been fined by the police for breaking the law. He sur-
vived then by apologising to parliament. Luckily for him, the Russia-Ukraine
war came as a face-saver, and his response to the offensive made him a hero
of sorts, at least among the Conservative faithful. Some even painted him in
Churchillian hues. The PM could be forgiven for his team’s lockdown excess-
es though he was a participant under the circumstance. He first ignored the
allegations; said sorry when the findings hit home, and believed all would
be well again after brushing aside the moral dimension to the whole affair.
But this week’s report by senior bureaucrat Sue Gray is more serious and, while
naming the PM, exposes the lack of supervision in the higher echelons of gov-
ernment. Gray says many of the events “should not have been allowed to hap-
pen.” Partygate thus remains a moral dilemma for Johnson. A picture of the PM
holding his drink as members of his cabinet and other officials watch has since
gone viral. There was excessive drinking; parties went on until 4.20am on the
day of Prince Philip’s funeral; warnings were ignored. Revelation after revelation.
And the PM’s latest response? He takes responsibility and is humbled.
Boris Johnson isn’t going anywhere. That’s the general reading of the situa-
tion. He has apologised - again. “I have been as surprised and disappointed
as anyone else in this House as the revelations have unfolded and, frankly, I
have been appalled by some of the behaviour, particularly in the treatment
of the security and the cleaning staff.” Which begs the question: What action
will he take against staff who flung the rules out the window and organised
those parties? His fellow legislators and cabinet members are unwilling to
ask for his head yet. Those touted as his likely successors, including Chancel-
lor Rishi Sunak, have troubles of their own. It’s better not to rock the boat at
this juncture and back the prime minister till the next elections.
Time has been on Johnson’s side and other events have since overtak-
en partygate. There’s Covid fatigue, public memory is short and people
want to get on with their lives. Partygate, however, has been a worrying
episode for Johnson. He will survive but should do what it takes to win
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New elections

mran Khan’s sudden change of strategy hasn’t made

the bigger picture any clearer, unfortunately, and now

all sorts of rumours are flooding the capital. That PTI
called off the sit-in and then the government went ahead
with its electoral and NAB reforms hinted in their own
ways that the poll might be nearer than most people think.
Yet the ruling party has flatly ruled out any such thing and
there are also signs that it only, very reluctantly raised petrol
prices after ironclad assurances that it wouldn’t be pushed into
an election anytime soon. So now all eyes are on Imran Khan
and what he does after his latest, six-day deadline expires. If he
means business, like he says, but the government doesn’t cave
into his demands, like it keeps saying, then what can he possibly
pull out of the hat that can force an election? Most observers
believe, perhaps rightly so, that more uncertainty is the only
thing that cab be counted on with certainty.
If the recent past is any indication, there is likely to be a con-
frontation, resort to courts, and yet more toxification of the
blame game. That’s very bad news for the economy.
The government has finally done the right thing by raising pet-
rol prices, considering the desperate need for the IMF program,
but pretty high inflation down the road will force interest rates
yet higher and keep a lid on productivity and growth. Sorting
things out with the Fund will get more foreign debt, but political
chaos at home will drive away all sorts of investments, which
are much more crucial than more loans. All things considered,
it would be far better for the people of Pakistan if their political
leaders, for once, put their own agendas and interests on the
side and agree not to hurt the economy any longer. What good
would it be for either party, one clamouring for an election and
the other rigidly opposing it, if it wrecks the economy to get
what it wants? The road to elections must be made clear and
the people must be allowed to vote in a government with a fresh

back the people’s trust in his government.

mandate sooner rather than later.

Ukraine war: How long can the Middle East walk a tightrope?

James M. Dorsey

porting any party
to the wars in

“Biden should use positive
inducements to alter the crown
prince’s repressive behaviour.
MBS, driven by self-interest,
would accommodate US requests
on human rights if accompanied
with incentives and devoid of
humiliation,” said US-based high
tech entrepreneur and cardiologist
Khalid Aljabri. Two siblings of Mr.
Aljabri, who was referring to Mr.
Bin Salman by his initials, have been
detained in the kingdom

or now, Ukraine is the far from

my bed show for most Middle

Eastern nations. The question
is not if but when Ukraine will arrive
on their doorstep.
Two centrifugal forces threaten to
push Middle Eastern nations off the
tightrope: an increasingly bifurcated
world populated by a multitude of civ-
ilisationalist leaders in which “you are
with us or against us,” and increasing-
ly a need for consistency in the US and
Europe’s application of international
law and upholding of human and polit-
ical rights standards. It wouldn’t take
much to throw straddlers off balance.
The Biden administration is consid-
ering sending special forces to guard
the newly populated US embassy in
Kyiv. What happens if Russian forces
strike the embassy much like US forc-
es bombed the Chinese mission in Bel-
grade in 1999?
At the time, China did not respond
militarily, but then China was not sup-

former Yugosla-
via in ways that
the United States
and its allies are
assisting Ukraine.
Similarly, the risk
of escalation ex-
ists if the United
States, NATO, or
individual Euro-
pean  countries
decide to train
Ukrainian forces
on Ukrainian soil
and are attacked
by Russia. To be
sure, Russia, like
NATO, does not
want the war to
expand into direct
confrontation, but
it would not take
much for events
to spin out of control.

By the same token, Gulf states’ op-
tions may narrow if talks in Vienna
fail to revive the 2015 international
agreement that curbed Iran’s nucle-
ar programme.

US President Joe Biden and Iran
have both unsuccessfully tried to
use the talks to achieve goals beyond
the original agreement, from which
then-President Donald J. Trump
withdrew in 2018.

“We do not have a deal ... and pros-
pects for reaching one are, at best,
tenuous,” Robert Malley, Mr. Biden’s
special envoy for Iran, told the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee this
week. Mr. Malley’s statement came as
a covert war between Israel and Iran
appeared to escalate, and US officials
were seeking to repair relations with
Saudi Arabia, possibly paving the way
for a visit to the Kingdom by Mr. Bid-
en. Israel reportedly advised the Bid-

en administration that it was respon-
sible for the recent killing in Tehran
of a colonel in Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC). No one has of-
ficially claimed responsibility for the
shooting.

Similarly, a drone strike targeted a
highly sensitive military site outside
Tehran, where Iran develops missile,
nuclear, and drone technology. The
drones exploded into a building used
by the Iranian defence ministry to re-
search drone development.

At the same time, a Saudi official
noted that Saudi Arabia and Iran
had not scheduled a sixth round of
talks to resolve differences that have
helped destabilise the Middle East
because the exchanges had made
“not enough” progress.

Relations between the United States
and Saudi Arabia have been cool since
Mr. Biden called Saudi Arabia a pariah
state during his presidential election
campaign. He has since effectively
boycotted Mr. Bin Salman because
of the crown prince’s alleged involve-
ment in the 2018 killing of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi consu-
late in Istanbul.

Mr. Bin Salman has denied any involve-
ment but said he accepted responsibil-
ity for the killing as Saudi Arabia’s de
facto ruler.

As a result of the spat, Mr. Bin Sal-
man has rejected US demands that
the kingdom increase oil produc-
tion to lower prices and inflationary
pressures and help Europe reduce
its dependency on Russian energy.
In doing so, Saudi Arabia is playing
with the US the same game that Tur-
key is engaged in within NATO. Both
want to capitalise on US needs for
support of Ukraine while not risk-
ing US, and in Turkey’s case NATO
security guarantees. Turkey has put
conditions on Swedish and Finnish
NATO membership but ultimately

wants the United States, NATO, and
the European Union to develop a
Black Sea strategy that would have
Turkey at its core. Turkey is effec-
tively left to its own devices without
being embedded in a broader region-
al approach. A failure to revive the
Iran nuclear agreement would likely
drive home that countries like Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
have nowhere but the United States
to go when seeking guarantees for
their security. China is unwilling and
unable to replace the US as a secu-
rity guarantor, and Russia has taken
itself out of the equation.

The US and European window of op-
portunity to include human and polit-
ical rights in a meaningful way in its
discussions may be while China main-
tains its current posture.

If this week’s World Economic Forum
in Davos was any indication, the Unit-
ed States and Europe are not about
to avail themselves of the opportuni-
ty. Displaying confidence, Saudi Ara-
bia, bolstered by surging oil prices,
grabbed the limelight as the land of
economic opportunity in a world bat-
tered by inflation, food shortages, and
supply change problems.

“Biden should use positive induce-
ments to alter the crown prince’s
repressive behaviour. MBS, driven
by self-interest, would accommodate
US requests on human rights if ac-
companied with incentives and de-
void of humiliation,” said US-based
high tech entrepreneur and cardiol-
ogist Khalid Aljabri. Two siblings of
Mr. Aljabri, who was referring to Mr.
Bin Salman by his initials, have been
detained in the kingdom. Following
missile and drone attacks by Houthi
rebels earlier this year, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates have
sought enhanced written bilateral
defense agreements with the United
States, if not a formal treaty.

There i1s a sickness in America

Andrew Mitrovica

Texas town - Uval-
de - that few had
heard of, but that

So, in the sad days ahead, America
and the rest of us will watch and
listen to the same pantomime
we have watched and listened to
before. The same scenes. The
same grief. The same fury. The
same vigils. The same funerals.
The same questions. The same
answers. The same politicians
spouting the same mephitic
excuses. Guns don’t kill children;
people do. A bad guy with a gun
can only be stopped by a good
guy with a gun. A merciful God is
preparing, once more, to welcome
his bullet-ridden children to a
better, kinder place

ike the country he leads, Joe Biden

looked and sounded exhausted.

The United States president was
obliged, yet again, to “address” the nation

in the bluntforce-trauma-like aftermath of
the murder of schoolchildren in a small

now joins the grue-
some roster of oth-
er towns that will
always be synony-
mous with foul and
sudden death.
Newton. Parkland.
Aurora. Charleston.
Boulder. Roseburg.
On and on and on.
Biden didn’t “ad-
dress” America. He
mostly  whispered
to America, punctu-
ated by bursts of fa-
miliar exasperation,
outrage and futile
calls to “do some-
thing” in response
to this latest act of
still incomprehensi-
ble terror.
Nineteen kids and
two teachers were
slaughtered inside
what should be a
happy place filled
with joy and the
raw, unspoiled en-
ergy of a classroom
where boys and girls
learn and play.
Perhaps it was fatigue. It was, more likely,
defeat. Biden’s grim tone and forlorn pos-
ture conveyed a quiet resignation. Despite
his immense power, Biden understands, 1

think, that there is a sickness in America
that is beyond any rational remedy or cure.
There is a sickness in America that is
unique to America. No other country con-
vulses with such premeditated violence so
often against so many innocents at school,
at work, at church and what seems like
just a moment ago, at a grocery store in
Buffalo. More innocents were picked to
die in that place, at that time, by a calcu-
lating, hate-filled murderer because of the
colour of their skin.

Yes, there is a sickness in America.

A country has to be sick if it permits its
children to be murdered at school, in play-
grounds, at home, on its streets and does
nothing about it. A country has to be sick
if it shrugs and “moves on” after such kill-
ings. A country has to be sick if it prefers
to watch silly games rather than acknowl-
edge that it is sick. And, of course, a coun-
try has to be sick if it values its guns more
than it values its children’s lives.

Yes, there is a sickness in America.

So, in the sad days ahead, America and the
rest of us will watch and listen to the same
pantomime we have watched and listened
to before. The same scenes. The same
grief. The same fury. The same vigils. The
same funerals. The same questions. The
same answers. The same politicians spout-
ing the same mephitic excuses. Guns
don’t kill children; people do. A bad guy
with a gun can only be stopped by a good
guy with a gun. A merciful God is prepar-
ing, once more, to welcome his bullet-rid-
den children to a better, kinder place.
Yes, there is a sickness in America.

Given that Texas is a “red” state, the poli-

ticians doing the talking on TV these days
are largely white Republican men. They
are the same white Republican men - a
governor, senators and representatives —
who lecture and scold a rainbow of women
about the sanctity of life, of the unborn
“child”. They force women to comply. To
submit. To bend to their “faith” and “be-
liefs” at the expense of a woman’s right
and freedom to choose and exercise agen-
cy over not only her body, but her future,
too. They pass laws and decrees to deny
women sovereignty over their wombs to
protect, they say, “precious” life.

But once the child is born, their abiding
and evangelical fidelity to that “precious”
life evaporates as quickly as the morning
mist. They abandon that life. They discard
it since it is no longer politically expedient
or profitable to pay rhetorical heed to that
life. Worse, they sacrifice that life to the
dreadful whims of troubled and sinister
minds whom they allow to amass weapons
of war with the ease of buying candy at a
corner store.

They are content to see those “precious”
lives annihilated in an instant for position,
power and the bushels of money from oth-
er charlatans and zealots that help them
keep their positions and power.

They claim to defend the US Constitution.
Itis a lie. They are the enemies of “domes-
tic tranquility” and the “general welfare”.
They are, instead, the agents of chaos, an-
guish and death.

They do not bear allegiance to the US
Constitution. They bear allegiance to the
NRA. They are hypocrites. They are com-
plicit. They are the sickness.

Two of Mr. Biden’s senior advisers vis-
ited Saudi Arabia this week to discuss
oil, Iran, and security, including final-
ising the transfer of two strategic is-
lands — Tiran and Sanafir — in the Red
Sea from Egyptian to Saudi sovereign-
ty with Israeli consent. US officials
were scheduled in the following days
in Washington to brief Israeli National
Security Adviser Eyal Hulata on their
discussions in the kingdom.
Intriguingly, Israeli media reported re-
cent secret meetings between Israeli
and Saudi officials that focused on se-
curity issues, including Iran. Like the
Gulf states, Israel has effectively seen
its hedging options narrow as a result
of the Ukraine crisis but has been less
out on the limb than the Gulf states.
However, in the final analysis, Middle
Eastern states realise that the United
States, in the words of former White
House director for the Gulf, Kirsten
Fontenrose, “can still easily build glob-
al coalitions when necessary. While
Russia will be radioactive, more a
predatory pariah than partner.”

Ms. Fontenrose warned that “it would
be foolish for nations that previously
enjoyed beneficial relations with Rus-
sia to invite that radioactivity onto
themselves now, in the emerging
world order where Russia is not the
unipolar power it hoped to become,
but instead a failed bet.”

That may be true for Russia and ulti-
mately a no-brainer for Middle East-
ern states once they have milked op-
portunities for what they are worth.

It could be altogether different
if relations between the United
States and China were to deteri-
orate to the degree they have be-
tween Washington and Moscow.
That may even be more the case if
the United States continues to be
seen as selective and hypocritical
in its adherence to human rights at
home and abroad.

The late comic George Carlin knew who
and what they are. This is what he said
about them in 1996:

“Pro-life conservatives are obsessed with
the fetus from conception to 9 months.
After that, they don’t wanna know about
you. They don’t wanna hear from you. No
nothing! No neonatal care, no daycare,
no Head Start, no school lunch, no food
stamps, no welfare, no nothing. If you're
pre-born, you're fine, if you're preschool,
you're f****d.”

You also risk being shot in the face during
first period or at recess, like the children
at Sandy Hook Elementary School and
Robb Elementary School.

When, inevitably, the caravan of attention
leaves and the shock subsides, the moth-
ers, fathers, sisters, brothers and the chil-
dren left behind will have to go on, as best
they can, with what remains of their lives.
Alone.

Soon, the white Republican men will re-
turn to their lecturing and scolding about
the “sanctity” of life. They will bide their
time. Patience, they know, is a virtue and
an advantage in politics. The urgency and
imperative of the moment quickly fade in a
nation with the attention span of a 24-hour
news cycle.

In the meantime, the white Republican
men will say what they always say about
hearts, thoughts and prayers and they will
do what they always do when children are
massacred: Deny, deflect and blame any-
one or anything but the guns and the prof-
iteers who sell them.

Yes, there is a sickness in America.
Courtesy: Al Jazeera



WORLD / SPORTS

skl POST

Tuesday, May 31, 2022

Briefs

From Pace 01

He thanked the Chinese
leadership, and his Chinese
counterpart, Xi Jinping, for
their unstinting support
towards Pakistan in the
shape of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor. He said
that CPEC has helped Paki-
stan move forward a huge
way. Recalling the start of
the last decade, when elec-
tricity load-shedding was at
its peak, PM Shehbaz Sharif
said that the Chinese presi-
dent and then prime minis-
ter of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif
made various deals to set up
power plants to overcome
the issue by 2017. The pre-
mier pledged to fully facili-
tate the Chinese investors
in Pakistan and never to
forget China’s cooperation.

PM to
depart for
3-day...

From Pace 01
Turkey to participate in the
business engagements, the
Foreign Office said in a state-
ment issued here Monday.
During the visit, the prime
minister will have tete-a-tete
with President Erdogan.
This will be followed by del-
egation-level talks. Besides
covering the entire gamut of
Pakistan-Turkey bilateral re-
lations, the two leaders will
exchange views on regional
and international issues.
Both leaders will address
a joint press stakeout after
their meetings. President
Erdogan will host a dinner
in honour of the prime min-
ister. This year, Pakistan
and Turkey are celebrating
the 75th anniversary of
the establishment of diplo-
matic relations. During the
visit, the Prime Minister of
Pakistan and the President
of Turkey will jointly unveil
a logo, marking the com-
mencement of celebrations
of this important milestone
in the long history of excep-
tional bilateral ties.

The Turkish ministers of
foreign affairs, trade, and
health will call on the prime
minister during the visit.
The prime minister will have
extensive interaction with
leading Turkish business-
men and potential investors
from diverse sectors. He
will be hosted by President
of the Union of Chambers
and Commodity Exchanges
of Turkey (TOBB).

The prime minister will also
attend a Pakistan-Turkey
Business Council Forum,
hosted in collaboration with
DEIK (Turkish Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board).
During these events, the
prime minister will high-
light Pakistan’s vast invest-
ment potential and encour-
age Turkish companies to
invest in Pakistan and work
to strengthen Pakistan-Tur-
key trade and economic
ties.Prominent  business-
men from Pakistan will
participate in these events
and will also hold Business
to Business (B2B) meetings
on the sidelines.

The relationship between
Pakistan and Turkey is un-
derpinned by structured in-
stitutional mechanisms.
The High-Level Strate-
gic Cooperation Council
(HLSCC) is the primary
platform at the leader
ship-level, which has been
instrumental in further ce-
menting bilateral relations.
So far, six sessions of the
HLSCC have taken place.
The 7th session is slated to
take place this year.

The historic and long-stand-
ing relations between Paki-
stan and Turkey are firmly
anchored in common faith,
shared history, and a glori-
ous tradition of mutual sup-
port to each other on issues
of core interest. The Turkish
leadership and government
have steadfastly supported
the just cause of Kashmir.
Turkey is an important and
active member of the OIC
Contact Group on Jammu
and Kashmir. The two coun-
tries have convergent views
on a range of issues includ-
ing peaceful and stable
Afghanistan, Palestine, and
countering Islamophobia.

A large number of Turkish
companies have invested
more than USD 1 billion in
different sectors (construc-
tion, power, solid waste
management, hygiene prod-
ucts, electronics and dairy
etc) in Pakistan. Prominent
investors include Al Bayrak,
Oz Pak, Zorlu, Arcelik, Si-
yahkalem, Sutas, Coca-Cola
Icecek, and Hayat Kimiya.
Heads of selected Turkish
companies will also call on
the prime minister during
his stay in Ankara.

ISLAMABAD: Players of Nishtar hockey club posing for a picture on the occasion of semi final match with Islamabad Tigers hockey club.
Nishtar defeated Islamabad Tigers by one goal and qualified for the final. — DNA

Over 120 illegal Jewish
settlers defile Aqgsa Mosque

The Israeli occupation forces launched on Sunday and during Monday
overnight a large-scale detention campaign across the occupied West
Bank and Jerusalem, detaining more than 60 Palestinian citizens

Qatar and Turkey slam Israel

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: Qatar and Turkey have strongly denounced the Israeli
government for allowing extremist Jewish settlers on Sunday to desecrate the Aqsa
Mosque and perform Talmudic prayers in its courtyards under police protection. In
a statement on Sunday, the Qatari ministry of foreign affairs warned that “Israel’s
persistence in allowing such provocative and serious violations against the Agsa
Mosque reveals its intent to divert the conflict into a religious war.” The foreign
ministry stressed the need for the international community to move urgently to
curb such Israeli violations and assume its moral and legal responsibilities towards
Jerusalem and its holy sites. The ministry described what the settlers did on Sunday
in Occupied Jerusalem as a “flagrant violation of the international law and part of
Israel’s attempts to change the historical and legal status of the Aqsa Mosque and
divide it temporally and spatially.” It reiterated Qatar’s unwavering position on the
justice of the Palestinian cause and the Palestinian people’s legitimate rights, espe-
cially their right to establish their independent state on the 1967 borders with east
Jerusalem as its capital. In a related context, the Turkish foreign ministry called on
the Israeli government to respect the status quo at the Aqsa Mosque and spare the

DNA

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: Hordes of Jew-
ish settlers desecrated the Agsa Mosque
in Occupied Jerusalem under tight police
protection on Monday morning and later
in the afternoon. According to al-Qastal
News website, at least 128 settlers en-
tered the Mosque in different groups
through its Maghariba Gate and toured
its courtyards under police guard.
During their tours at the Islamic holy site,
the settlers received lectures from rab-
bis about the alleged temple mount and a
number of them provocatively performed
Talmudic prayers. Meanwhile, the Israe-
li occupation police imposed movement
restrictions on Muslim worshipers at the
Agsa Mosque’s entrances and gates.

The Agsa Mosque is exposed to daily
desecration by Jewish settlers and police
forces in the morning and the afternoon
except on Fridays and Saturdays.

The Israeli police close al-Maghariba Gate,
which is used by Jews to enter the Mosque,
at 10:30 am after the settlers complete
their morning tours at the holy site. Lat-
er in the afternoon, the same gate is reo-
pened for evening tours by settlers. During
the presence of settlers inside the Mosque
compound, entry restrictions are imposed

holy city any action that could lead to friction in the holy city.

“The raids on the

Agsa Mosque by the Israeli member of parliament, Itamar Ben-Gvir, and by radical
Jewish groups under the protection of the Israeli police, as well as the attempts of
these groups to worship in this area are a clear violation of the status quo of al-Har-
am Al-Sharif and the Agsa Mosque,” the ministry stated in a press release on Sun-
day. “We call on the Israeli government to take the necessary measures to preserve
the status quo of these holy places, and reiterate our call not to allow provocative
actions that will escalate the tension in the region,” the ministry added. — DNA

on Muslim worshipers at the entrances
leading to the Mosque and their IDs could
be seized until they leave the holy place.

The Israeli occupation forces launched on

Sunday and during Monday overnight a
large-scale detention campaign across the
occupied West Bank and Jerusalem, detain-
ing more than 60 Palestinian citizens.

The Israeli occupation forces concentrated
in their campaign on occupied Jerusalem,
where they detained more than 50 Pales-
tinian citizens. The detention campaign tar-
geted several areas in occupied Jerusalem,
including the Al-Agsa Mosque, the Old City,
the Bab al-Amud area, Salah Edin Street,
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood, in addition to
the towns of At-Tur, JabelMukaber, Silwan,
and Shufat. In addition, the Israeli occupa-
tion forces violently beat up, brutalized, and
assaulted the detained people before trans-
ferring them to detention centers.
Meanwhile, the Israeli occupation forc-
es detained about 10 Palestinian youths
during the confrontations that took
place in different parts of the occupied
West Bank towns and cities.

Three youths were detained by the Is-
raeli occupation forces near the Al-Jala-
ma checkpoint in northern Jenin, two
others detained near the Huwara check-
point in southern Nablus, while four
other youths were detained during con-
frontations in Hebron and Tubas.

It’s noteworthy to mention that over
70,000 extremist Israeli settlers launched
on Sunday the provocative flag march,
heading to the Bab al-Amoud area and
passing through the Old City, triggering
wide confrontations and protests across
occupied Jerusalem and West Bank.

Daren Sammy receives his

'Sitra—e-Pakistan'

L P

award

SAINT LUCIA: Peshawar
Zalmi former captain and
current head coach Daren
Sammy Monday received
the civil award ‘Sitara-e-Paki-
stan’ for his invaluable con-
tribution to reviving interna-
tional cricket in Pakistan.

Taking to his official Twit-
ter handle, the star player
shared pictures of him re-
ceiving the highest civilian
award. “There it is..me
collecting the Sitara-e-Pa-
kistan award. Such a proud

moment,” he wrote.
Expressing his love for Paki-
stan, Sammy said: “Pakistan
is like home to me and this
is an honour for me. I am
very proud.” He also shared
a picture gallery on his offi-
cial Instagram handle where
he mentioned that cricket
took him all over the world
enabling him to see and play
in some amazing places.
"Pakistan is definitely one
of these places. A place that
always makes me feel at

home. It’s such an honour
to have received this pres-
tigious award (Sitara-e-Paki-
stan) from the government
and people of Pakistan.
Thank you. #PakistanZind-
abad," he wrote.
Congratulating the West In-
dies player, Pakistan Super
League franchise Peshawar
Zalmi owner JavedAfridi
wrote on Twitter: “Congrat-
ulations brother @daren-
sammy88!  Well-deserved
Sitara-e-Pakistan!” - DNA

Marcelo
confirms
Madrid exit

LONDON: Marcelo Vieira
confirmed his Real Madrid
exit after the UEFA Champi-
ons League final on Saturday,
in which the Spanish club
beat Liverpool 1-0 to become
kings of Europe for a record
14th time. “It’s not a day of
sadness, I'm leaving with a lot
of joy, grateful to the fans and
the magical nights I've expe-
rienced at the Bernabeu,” the
34yearold said during the
trophy ceremony.

Earlier, it was being said
that the Spanish club were
unwilling to renew his con-
tract, despite his desire to
stay. Marcelo joined Real
Madrid from Brazilian club
Fluminese in 2007 to fill the
shoes of Roberto Carlos, who
left for Turkiye’sFenerbahce.
Marcelo is the most decorat-
ed player in Los Merengues
history as he helped them
win 25 titles - including five
UEFA Champions League
trophies — during his 16 sea-
sons at the club. He scored
38 goals and made 103 as-
sists in 545 games for the
Madrid team. - DNA

France holds
meeting to prevent

repeat of UCL chaos

PARIS:France’s sports ministry will host a meeting of se-
curity and football officials Monday following the chaos
that marred the Champions League final between Liver-
pool and Real Madrid, as Paris prepares to host the 2024
Olympics. Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera said
they want to identify what went wrong to avoid a repeat of
Saturday’s scenes outside Paris’ Stade de France.

The Liverpool club said it has called for an investigation into
the treatment of its supporters ahead of the game, when thou-
sands of ticket holders struggled to enter the stadium. Police
used tear gas and pepper spray on fans outside, while others
managed to scale fences to access the stadium. The scenes
tarnished the image of the French capital, raising questions
about its ability to host sporting events as it gears up for the
2024 sporting showpiece, as well as the 2023 Rugby World
Cup. Oudea-Castera expressed regret that “some supporters
who had tickets were not able to access the match”. Mon-
day’s meeting at the sports ministry, due to start at 0900
GMT, will involve European football governing body UEFA,
French football chiefs and the French police.

“The priority now is to identify very precisely what went
wrong... in order to learn all the lessons so that such in-
cidents do not happen again at our future major interna-
tional sporting events,” said Oudea-Castera. Her admis-
sion of possible shortcomings by the French authorities
marked a more conciliatory stance, after officials initially
lashed out at the Liverpool fans for the chaos. French
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said Saturday “thou-
sands of British ‘supporters’ either without tickets or
with fake ones forced their way through and sometimes
behaved violently towards the stewards”. - DNA

Liverpool return to heroes weicome

The result in Paris was overshadowed by chaotic scenes which delayed the kick-off at the
Stade de France by over half an hour, with thousands of ticket holders struggling to
enter the stadium as French police used tear gas on Liverpool fans

DNA

LIVERPOOL:Thousands of fans lined the
streets of the city as double cup-winners Liv-
erpool returned home for an open-top bus pa-
rade on Sunday that took place amid a flood
of conflicting emotions. Winning both the
League Cup and FA Cup in the one season,
as Liverpool did by twice beating Chelsea on
penalties in two Wembley finals, would be
reason enough to celebrate for most clubs.
But the two trophies they really wanted, and
which would have enabled them to claim an
unprecedented quadruple in a single cam-
paign, narrowly eluded Liverpool.
Manchester City pipped them to the Pre-
mier League by just a single point last week
before Liverpool lost 1-0 to Spanish giants
Real Madrid in Europe’s showpiece Cham-
pions League final in Paris on Saturday.
Supporters of rival teams were quick to
point out Liverpool had failed to score a
goal in regulation time in any of the three

finals they had played this season.

But as the bus carrying players and officials
displaying the two trophies won by the Reds
this term made its way through the city amid
loud cheers and a vibrant backdrop of flares
and flags, defiant Liverpool manager JurgenK-
lopp said: “This is the best club in the world.

“We lost a Champions League final yesterday
and this is the reception we received. I really
couldn’t care less what other people think.
What a club,” the German added.

The result in Paris was overshadowed by cha-
otic scenes which delayed the kick-off at the
Stade de France by over half an hour, with

: LUL (]|
|

thousands of ticket holders struggling to en-
ter the stadium as French police used tear gas
on Liverpool fans. As Reds supporter Richard
Dickinson watched the parade go by, he told
AFP: “There are several high-profile media
people who have actually come out and talked
about how badly fans were treated over there
(Paris) and suggested it wasn'’t the fault of Liv-
erpool fans, which you know I can’t believe for
a minute it would be. “It’s a shame that it ac-
tually ruined the sport spectacle for so many,
and what I've read it’s quite disturbing.”
Turning to Liverpool’s season on the field,
he added: “I think the team has had a great
year you know, unfortunate not to win all four
trophies but we picked up two which is fan-
tastic...Last night was unlucky, but you can’t
fault the effort the boys put in!”

Fellow Liverpool fan Ashany Rehal expressed
her pride in the team as she pleaded for Sen-
egal’s Sadio Mane, linked with a move to
German giants Bayern Munich, and Egypt’s
Mohamed Salah to stay amid reports the two
stars could be on their way out of Anfield.

Imran
seeks Sp’s
protection

for march

From Pace 01
“I did not want to spread
anarchy and division in the
country,” he said.
“Do we have right to peace-
ful protest? Under what
law did they [government]
stop us,” said the PTI chief,
asking the apex court to an-
nounce ruling to give them
unhindered access to Islam-
abad for staging a ‘peaceful
protest’. Imran Khan main-
tained that all governments
in the past were toppled
on the charges of the cor-
ruption except his regime,
which he said was toppled
as a result of a “foreign
conspiracy”. “For the first
time in the country people
took to the streets instead
of distributing sweets when
my government was over-
thrown,” he said.
Reiterating his allegations
that the US engineered his
ouster from power in con-
nivance with the incumbent
rulers, he said, “I do not
want war with anyone, we
do not want bad relations
with anyone, but we will not
accept anyone’s slavery”.
Imran said PML-N and its
allies were “scared” of hold-
ing early elections because
they will hear slogans of
“thieves and traitors when
they go in public”.

US won’t
send Ukraine
long-range
weapons

From Pack 01

Multiple outlets had report-
ed that the administration
was leaning toward sending
advanced long-range rocket
systems to Ukraine, which
is currently fending off an
invasion from Moscow - and
to which the U.S. is provid-
ing significant economic
and military support.
Biden was asked about the
potential move by reporters
outside the White House
and said that his admin-
istration would not send
Ukraine rocket systems
that strike into Russia. The
Washington Post reported
that the administration was
mulling providing the Multi-
ple Launch Rocket System
(MLRS), which would allow
Ukrainians to fire rockets
much further than they are
currently able. MLRS had
reportedly been a top re-
quest from Ukrainian offi-
cials, who say they need it to
stop the advance of Russian
forces in the east, which has
taken control of the key city
of Lyman last week.

No change
In stance on
Palestine

From Pace 01
she said adding Pakistan
fully supported the Palestin-
ian right to a referendum in
accordance with the UN Se-
curity Council resolutions.
The minister said the world
saw a two-state solution as a
guarantee of lasting peace
in the region. She said that
the promise of a Palestini-
an state with pre- 1967 bor-
ders, Jerusalem as its capi-
tal and geographical unity
must be fulfilled.
Occupied Palestine and
Jammu and Kashmir were
the longest running issues
on the UN Security Council
agenda and their solution
was the responsibility of the
international community.
Till a just solution to these
two problems, lasting peace
in the world will remain a
dream, she maintained.
“We will continue to do
our utmost to support the
just struggle of the people
of Occupied Palestine and
the Indian-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir”, she said.
Every negative step taken
for cheap political publicity
should be discouraged in
the national interest.

Pakistan
condemns
killing...

From Pack 01
He said the martyrdom of
nine Kashmiris in just the
last four days, including two
in Anantnag, three in Bara-
mulla district, and four in
Pulwama districts of IIOJK,
is highly condemnable and
part of the unabated bru-
tal campaign of oppression
against the Kashmiris.
He said more than 609 inno-
cent Kashmiris have so far
been martyred by the Indian
occupation forces in staged
encounters, since India’s il-
legal and unilateral actions
of 5 August 2019.
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TEHRAN: Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guards on Mon-
day accused “Zionists” of
shooting dead Col. Hassan
Sayad Khodai in the capital
Tehran earlier this month,
days after Israel reportedly
told the United States it was
behind the killing.

Khodai, 50, was fatally shot
on May 22 outside his home
in the east of the Iranian
capital by assailants on mo-
torcycles. He was hit with
five bullets, according to of-
ficial media. It was the most
high-profile killing inside
Iran since the November
2020 murder of top nuclear
scientist Mohsen Fakhriza-
deh - an act Tehran blamed
on archenemy Israel.
Khodai was killed “by the
most vicious people, the
Zionists, and God willing,
we will avenge his death,”
head of Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards Maj. Gen. Hossein
Salami said during a visit to
his family, according to the
guards’ Sepah News website.
The general did not, howev-
er, use the term “Zionist re-
gime,” routinely used by the
Islamic republic as a direct
reference to Israel. “The en-
emy pursued him (the colo-
nel) from the heart of the
White House and Tel Aviv
for months and years, door
to door and alley to alley to
martyr him,” Salami added.
The New York Times re-
ported last week that Israel
has told the U.S. that Tel
Aviv was behind the killing
of Khodai. The U.S. daily
cited an anonymous “intelli-
gence official briefed on the
communications.”

Syrian Opp.
ready to
support

Turkey’s
anti-terror op

DNA

ANKARA: The Syrian mod-
erate opposition said they
were ready to join the Turk-
ish military in a potential
new cross-border counter-
terrorism operation against
the PKK’s Syrian offshoot
YPG in the north to liber-
ate largely Arab populated
towns and villages from the
terrorists. Two senior com-
manders said orders were
given to heads of units of
the Turkey-backed Syrian
National Army (SNA) to
take an offensive stance as
the Turkish military steps
up mortar shelling and
drone strikes in territory
the YPG/PKK control.
“Readiness can happen in a
day or two. There are thou-
sands of fighters ready to par-
ticipate alongside the Turkish
military,” Capt. Abdul Salam
Abdul Razak, a prominent
Syrian opposition command-
er told Reuters. President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said
last week Ankara would soon
launch new military opera-
tions along its southern bor-
ders to create safe zones 30
kilometers (20 miles) deep
to combat terrorist threats
from these regions.

Ankara has conducted
three successful counter-
terrorism operations into
northern Syria since 2016,
clearing hundreds of kilo-
meters of land and pushing
some 30 kilometers deep
into the country, in opera-
tions targeting mainly the
U.S.-backed YPG/PKK and
Daesh terrorists.

Germany’s
inflation hits
new record

DNA

BERLIN: Germany’s annual
inflation rate climbed to a
new record of 7.9% in May, up
from 7.4% in April, according
to provisional data published
on Monday. The country’s
inflation rate has now hit all-
time highs for three consec-
utive months - a first since
German reunification in
1990. Energy prices continue
to play a dominant role in the
spiraling crisis, rising 38.3%
on annual basis in May, Ger-
man statistical agency Desta-
tis reported.

Food prices also “increased
above average” with a jump
of 11.1%. “An inflation rate
similar to that of May 2022
was last recorded in Ger-
many in winter 1973/1974
when mineral oil prices
had sharply increased,
too, as a consequence of
the first oil crisis,” read a
Destatis statement.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry Rehman met with World Bank Country Director Najy Benhassine in Islamabad DNA

CPEC drastically cuts travel
time 1n Pakistan: Report

Riasat Ali is a retired serviceman living in Rawalpindi, the twin city of
the capital Islamabad. His son Shehzad recently got a lucrative job in a
multinational beverages company in Quetta, the capital of Balochistan province

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islama-
bad-Dera Ismail Khan Mo-
torway (M-14) of China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) had reduced travel
time between Islamabad and
Quetta from 16 to 18 hours
to 10-12 hours, says a report
published by Gwadar Pro on
Monday. Before the M-14
Motorway, it took up to 10
hours till Dera Ismail Khan
through Talagang-Mianwali
Road, the hardest and the
most uncomfortable portion
of the route. Now it takes
only 2-3 hours to reach Dera
on M-14, he said.

The travel time will further
go down once other CPEC
road projects between Quet-
ta and Dera Ismail Khan are
completed, he said.

According to the report, Me-
hmood, a resident of Lakki
Marwat, who owns a grocery
shop in Rawalpindi, said that
M-14 had cut the travel time
between his hometown and
Rawalpindi by almost 75%.
“It once took us 8 hours to
reach Lakki, a district of KP
province adjacent to Dera Is-
mail Khan, with a lot of has-
sle and discomfort.
However, the M-14 Motor-
way has reduced the travel
time to only two hours. Peo-
ple from our area can even
come to Islamabad for lunch
or dinner in a high-end res-
taurant and go back home
the same day,” he revealed.
It was beyond imagination
before, he said.

Riasat Ali is a retired ser-
viceman living in Rawal-
pindi, the twin city of the
capital Islamabad. His son

Shehzad recently got a
lucrative job in a multina-
tional beverages company
in Quetta, the capital of Ba-
lochistan province.

For Riasat, it was no doubt
a big moment of joy, but he
was equally worried about
the hardships his son will go
through for 16-18 long hours
while traveling between
Rawalpindi and Quetta. Hav-
ing served in Balochistan
several times during his
service, Riasat knew well
about the road conditions
and difficulties faced by
commuters on this route.
Traveling by train was also
out of option, as it also took
32-36 hours to reach Quetta
from Rawalpindi.

A day before leaving for
Quetta, Shehzad booked a
seat on a bus service in Is-
lamabad, which shall depart

at 8 a.m. The departure
time further added to Ria-
sat’s worries, because as he
calculated from his experi-
ence, his son must land in
Quetta in the middle of the
night. It’s not wise in any
way to drop in a strange city
at the midnight, he advised
his son. “But the guy at the
bus terminal said we will be
in Quetta before sunset,”
Shehzad told his father, who
was not going to believe it
was possible.

“I was happy and aston-
ished when Shehzad told
me over the phone in the
evening that they had safe-
ly and comfortably reached
Quetta,” Riasat told Gwadar
Pro, adding that his son
later told him that the Is-
lamabad-Dera Ismail Khan
Motorway (M-14) of Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Cor-

ridor (CPEC) had reduced
travel time between Islama-
bad and Quetta from 16 to
18 hours to 10-12 hours.

“ M-14 has not only cut the
travel time and ensured a
comfortable commute, but
also saved a lot for us in
the costs of fuel and main-
tenance of vehicles,” Amir,
a front desk officer at AK
Movers, a transport service
in G99 Markaz of Islama-
bad, said. “We slashed our
fares for Quetta by Rs 200
after the inauguration of the
M-14 Motorway earlier this
year,” he added.

Before the M-14 Motorway,
it took up to 10 hours till
Dera Ismail Khan through
Talagang-Mianwali ~ Road,
the hardest and the most
uncomfortable portion of
the route. Now it takes only
2-3 hours to reach Dera on

M-14, he said. The travel
time will further go down
once other CPEC road pro-
jects between Quetta and
Dera Ismail Khan are com-
pleted, he said.

Mehmood, a resident of Lak-
ki Marwat, who owns a gro-
cery shop in Rawalpindi, said
that M-14 had cut the travel
time between his hometown
and Rawalpindi by almost
75%. “It once took us 8 hours
to reach Lakki, a district of
KP province adjacent to Dera
Ismail Khan, with a lot of has-
sle and discomfort. However,
the M-14 Motorway has re-
duced the travel time to only
two hours. People from our
area can even come to Islam-
abad for lunch or dinner in a
high-end restaurant and go
back home the same day,” he
revealed. It was beyond imag-
ination before, he said.
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Turkiye, UAE ministers
discuss cooperation
on defense industry

DNA

ABU DHABIL:  Turkey's
Defense Minister Hulusi
Akar headed to the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates (UAE)
late Sunday on the first
official visit at the defense
minister level in 15 years,
as the two countries mark
a new era in bilateral rela-
tions. During his visit, Akar
discussed military training
cooperation and issues in
the defense industry in a
meeting with his Emirati
counterpart Mohammed

Ahmed Al Bowardi on
Monday. It was stated that
during a "sincere and pos-
itive" meeting, views were
exchanged on bilateral and
regional issues as well as
military training cooperation
and the defense industry.
Turkey's Ambassador to Abu
Dhabi, Tugay Tuncer, was
also present at the meeting,
in which the UAE's Chief of
Staff was also present.

Akar visited the Wahat Al
Karama war memorial after
the meeting and signed the
special guest book.

In February, Turkey and the

UAE signed 13 new agree-
ments in various fields dur-
ing President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's visit to the Gulf
country. The two countries
have seen their ties affect-
ed by regional tensions,
including the conflict in
Libya, where the UAE and
Turkey have backed oppos-
ing sides in recent years.
Turkey in 2020 accused the
UAE of bringing chaos to the
Middle East through its inter-
ventions in Libya and Yemen,
while the UAE and several
other countries criticized
Turkey’s military actions.

New round
of Syrian
peace talks
begins in
Geneva

DNA

GENEVA: A new round of
meetings involving the Syr-
ian Constitutional Commit-
tee seeking a solution to the
ongoing war in Syria started
in Geneva on Monday. Mem-
bers of the “Small Group”
responsible for writing the
constitution, consisting of
15 representatives from
the Bashar Assad regime,
non-governmental  organi-
zations, and the Syrian op-
position, met for the eighth
round of talks at a Geneva
hotel under UN Special En-
voy for Syria Geir Pedersen.
The last round of talks for a
solution to the war in Syria
ended in Geneva on March
25, with none of the parties
offering any signs that they
would proceed to another lev-
el of negotiations. On Friday,
Jenifer Fenton, the special en-
voy’s spokesperson, told jour-
nalists that Pedersen was in
Damascus last week. He met
the regime’s foreign minister,
other officials, and their chief
representative of the consti-
tutional committee. - DNA

India heading

towards another
POWET Crisis in

July-August: Report

The CREA said the problem
of power shortage is not coal
production but distribution
and official apathy

BEIJING: Lower pre-monsoon coal stock at thermal power
plants in India could lead to another power crisis in July-Au-
gust, Chinese media reported while quoting a report issued
by independent research organization. “Going by coal stocks
in thermal power stations, India’s current power crisis is un-
likely to be resolved soon. The onset of the southwest mon-
soon will further hamper mining and transportation of coal
from mines to power stations,” the Center for Research on
Energy and Clean Air (CREA), said the report. “At the start
of May 2022, non-pithead power stations have only six days of
coal left, against the stipulated 20-26 days. On the other hand,
pithead power stations have coal stock enough for 13 days,”
said the report. According to the CREA, a lower pre-monsoon
coal stock at power stations indicates the possibility of anoth-
er power crisis in July-August 2022,A China.org.cnreported.
“Plant operators and regulators had three months to prepare
and avoid a crunch,” Sunil Dahiya, an analyst with the CREA,
said. “Yet, no preemptive action was taken to resolve this cri-
sis.” The CREA said the problem of power shortage is not
coal production but distribution and official apathy. India pro-
duced 777.26 million tons of coal in the financial year 2022,
an 8.5 percent increase from the previous year. “India’s coal
production this year was the highest in its history and iron-
ically, millions of people are left vulnerable to power cuts
amid severe heatwaves and other vagaries of Indian weath-
er,” Dahiya said. The authorities have canceled hundreds of
passenger trains to allow faster movement of coal carriages
to tackle critically low stocks at power plants. — APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Gwadar Free
Zone (Phase II) is likely to
see the first entry of the
“electric cable manufactur-
ing company of Pakistan” in
the wake of warm interac-
tions between stakeholders
ushering in an era of a flur-
ry of business activities in
Gwadar, a regional business
hub of Pakistan.

According to Gwadar Pro,
out of many companies, reg-
istered, operational, or in
process of being established
in Gwadar Free Zone Phase
I and Gwadar Free Zone
Phase II, Pakistan’s electric
cable maker “Coppergate”
will be the first enterprise to
run its manufacturing unit if
all business prospects radi-
ate promising vibes.

It will not only be engaged
in the export business but

also contribute to the local
market. Coppergate is a
Lahore-based electric cable
producing multinational
corporation which operates
in Pakistan’s 14 cities and
South Africa and UAE. Pros-
pects of maturing the deal
are high after chairman Chi-
na Overseas Ports Holding
Company (COPHC) Zhang
Baozhong met with Copper-
gate Pakistan’s Business
advisor, Widad Durrani, and
Zonal Manager Mansoor Ali
recently in Gwadar.

They expressed the compa-
ny’s plan to set up a manu-
facturing base in Gwadar.
With the accelerated pace
of industrialization of Gwa-
dar Free Zone Phase II, the
demand for electric hard-
ware and relevant materials
has been continually rising.
They believed that the
establishment of the pro-
duction unit in Gwadar, in

addition to fulfilling local de-
mand, can act as a catalyst
for the stream of industriali-
zation of Gwadar.

Recently, commercial ac-
tivities in Gwadar Free
Zone have gained momen-

tum chiefly aue to Zhang

Baozhong’s endeavors.
COPHC has invested more
than $300 million in the de-
velopment of Gwadar port
and plans to invest $3 bil-

lion in the upcoming years,
Chairman stated.

Moreover, over RMB 5 bil-
lion has been disbursed by
the Chinese government for
the social sector in Gwadar
so far. A Chinese enterprise

is planning to set up a $5
million oil refinery in the
Free Zone.

It is learned that if Copper-
gate starts business in Gwa-
dar Free Zone (Phase II),

it requires raw materials in
abundance. Fortunately, HK
Sun, a metal processing in-
dustry in Gwadar Free Zone
has the capacity to supply
the required raw materials.
Industrial cooperation be-
tween the two will be mutu-
ally beneficial.

Dreams of industrialization
in Gwadar are already be-
ing materialized. The con-
struction of Gwadar Fort
Free Zone Phase-l spread-
ing over 60 acres has been
completed with all infra-
structures, including power,
water, and roads, now in
operation. Around 47 enter-
prises are registered. More
than eight factories are fully
operational, while many oth-
ers are under construction.
Meanwhile “Gwadar Free
Zone (Phase II)” goes into
formal action after the initi-
ation of the lands’ allocation
process and soil testing rolled

out by registered companies.
Agvon, a Chinese company,
has formally set in motion.
As per the agreement, Agvon
plans to build a state-of-the-
art fertilizer processing plant
within the stipulated time.
Another company, Hang
Geng, has been allocated 10
acres of land. It will launch in-
frastructure work after finish-
ing the mandatory licensing
process as per set rules and
regulations. The company
intends to run a pharmaceu-
tical factory that will produce
medicine from animal skins.

More companies, includ-
ing Essatex industries,
Bari Textile and Idrees
Steel, have also entered
into agreements. Each of
them has also been allo-
cated one acre of land and
following the completion
of prescribed modalities,
procedures will be seen in
action soon.

DNA

SYDNEY: Australia’s op-
position Liberal Party has
elected former Defense
Minister Peter Dutton as the
new leader of the party on
Monday, according to local
media. Dutton was chosen
along with Sussan Ley as his
deputy unopposed by the
party, Sky News reported.
Scott Morrison, the former
prime minister and the par-
ty’s leader, stepped down af-
ter his party was defeated in
the May 21 federal election
against Labor Party and An-
thony Albanese became the
new premier of the country.
“Our ... is the best party to
keep our country safe and
our economy strong so we
can afford to pay for our es-
sential services,” the broad-
caster quoted Dutton as
saying during his first press
conference in Canberra.
“By the time of the next
election in 2025 we will
have presented a plan to the
Australian people which will
clean up Labor’s inevitable
mess and lay out our own vi-
sion,” he added. Dutton, 51,
served as health and sports
minister, home affairs min-
ister and defense minister
in different terms of the Lib-
eral Party’s governments.

Nepal
recovers 21
bodies at site
of plane crash

DNA

NEW DELHI: Rescuers
have recovered 21 dead
bodies at a site where the
wreckage of a small passen-
ger plane, carrying 22 peo-
ple from Nepal’s tourist city
of Pokhara, was found on
Monday morning, according
to the country’s civil avia-
tion authorities.

Deo Chandra Lal, spokes-
man for Nepal’s Civil Avia-
tion Authority, told Anadolu
Agency that one person is
still missing and the search
operation is still underway
in the area.

A spokesman for the army
on Monday morning an-
nounced that search and
rescue troops physically lo-
cated the plane crash site,
while the cause of the crash
has yet to be announced.
The private plane, operat-
ed by Nepal’s Tara Air, had
gone missing soon after
taking off Sunday from the
tourist city of Pokhara.
There were 19 passengers
and three crew members
on board the 9N-AET Twin
Otter aircraft, which was
traveling to the Jomson area
in western Nepal.

Search and rescue operation
resumed Monday morning
after they were halted Sun-
day evening due to adverse
weather and loss of daylight,
officials had said.

The Indian Embassy in Ne-
pal said Sunday that four In-
dian nationals were among
those on board the plane.

North Korea

lifts Covid-19
lockdown

DNA

PYONGYANG: North Korea
has lifted movement restric-
tions imposed in the capital
Pyongyang after its first
admission of a COVID-19
outhreak weeks ago, media
reported Monday, as the iso-
lated country reports that
the virus situation is now
under control. The North
has been in a heated battle
against an unprecedented
COVID-19 wave since de-
claring a state of emergency
and imposing a nationwide
lockdown this month, fuel-
ling concerns about a lack of
vaccines, medical supplies
and food shortages. As of
Sunday, the restrictions had
been lifted, Japan’s Kyodo
news agency said, citing an
unnamed source in Beijing.
A spokesperson for South
Korea’s Unification Minis-
try handling inter-Korean
affairs said it could not
confirm the report, as the
North’s state media had not
announced the decision.
The Kyodo report came
shortly after North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un presid-
ed over a Politburo meeting
to discuss revising anti-epi-
demic restrictions, assess-
ing the situation over the
country’s first COVID-19
outbreak was “improving.”
“The Political Bureau exam-
ined the issue of effectively
and quickly coordinating and
enforcing the anti-epidemic
regulations and guidelines
given the current stable an-
ti-epidemic situation,” the
North’s state media KCNA
said on Sunday.
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dishurse 700
million to
Srilanka

WEB DESK

COLOMBO: The World
Bank will disburse approx-
imately 700 million U.S.
dollars to Sri Lanka within
the next few months, Sri
Lanka’s foreign minister an-
nounced on Monday.

This pledge was made when
the World Bank’s Country
Manager in Colombo Chiyo
Kanda talked to Sri Lankan
Minister of Foreign Affairs G.L.
Peiris. During the meeting, the
minister sought assistance
from the World Bank until long
term assistance materializes
through the International Mon-
etary Fund, other international
institutions and donor coun-
tries. The minister stated that
short term financial assistance
from the World Bank would be
appreciated until sustainable
solutions are found.

The World Bank country
manager said that her office
is also working with other
organizations such as the
Asian Development Bank,
Asian Infrastructure Invest-
ment Bank, and the UN of-
fice, encouraging them to
“re-purpose” their already
committed projects to help
the people of Sri Lanka at
this difficult time. Sri Lan-
ka is facing a severe foreign
currency shortage which
has created problems in im-
porting essential items.

EU leaders
plead with
Orban to back
Russian
oil ban

AGENCIES

BRUSSELS: EU leaders
on Monday will try to per-
suade Hungarian President
Viktor Orban to back a
watered-down oil embar-
go against Russia after a
month of haggling over the
bloc’s latest sanctions. The
sixth wave of measures
against Moscow was put
on the table weeks ago, but
has been refused by Orban
who argues that an oil em-
bargo would be an “atomic
bomb” against his country’s
economy. French President
Emmanuel Macron cau-
tiously told reporters that
a long-sought-after deal was
“getting closer”, but others
doubted that the Hungarian
leader was ready to sign on
at this stage.

“I don’t think we’ll reach an
agreement today,” said Es-
tonian Prime Minister Kaja
Kallas at a political meet-
ing ahead of the summit in
Brussels. “Of course we're
going to have discussions,
but everybody needs to be
on board,” she said, adding
that she did not expect a
solution before a summit
in late June. EU sanctions
require the backing of all 27
member states and ambas-
sadors fell short of finalising
a deal just hours before the
start of the summit.

Jordan, UAE,
Egypt launch

partnership

for 10-bln-
USD projects

ForeigN DESk

AMMAN: Jordan, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), and
Egypt on Sunday launched
the Industrial Partnership
for Sustainable Economic
Development to implement
industrial projects worth 10
billion U.S. dollars.

Jordan’s staterun Petra
news agency reported that
under the partnership an-
nounced during a meeting
between the three sides in
Abu Dhabi, a fund will be
created and managed by
ADQ, a UAE holding com-
pany, to accelerate work
across priority sectors.

The partnership, which
seeks to boost industrial
cooperation between the
three countries, aims at
implementing joint invest-
ments and projects to fos-
ter mutual and strategic
interests. The investments
will be implemented in the
fields of pharmaceuticals,
agriculture, food manu-
facturing, petrochemicals,
metals, minerals, and oth-
ers, said the news agency.

Far-right Israeli attacks
show ‘Jerusalem Day’ reality

Ultra-nationalist Israelis violently confronted
Palestinians both during and after the ‘flag march’

NEews DEsk

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: “Jerusalem
Day” and its accompanying ‘flag march’
came and went in occupied East Jerusa-
lem’s Old City, but, despite Israeli author-
ities breathing a sigh of relief that it did not
trigger wider confrontations between Israel
and the Palestinians, particularly Hamas in
Gaza, the reality was a day of violence in
which ultra-nationalist Jewish Israelis at-
tacked countless Palestinians, many times
under the eyes of Israeli police.

At least 81 Palestinians were wounded on
Sunday by Israeli forces and farright Jews
in Jerusalem during and after the flag
march, which marked the day Israel illegal-
ly occupied and annexed the city’s eastern
half in 1967. Most Jewish Israelis view it as

the day Jerusalem was “unified”.

The Palestinian Red Crescent told Al Ja-
zeera that injuries during the day-long rally
had been caused by rubber-coated bullets,
beatings, pepper spray, and one case of live
ammunition. At least 28 Palestinians were
transferred to hospital for treatment.
Israeli police said that five of its officers
were lightly injured.

At least 70,000 Israelis participated in
the annual march, which has been de-
scribed as a
ly in and around the Old City of Jeru-
salem, and specifically passed through
the Muslim Quarter, where shops were
largely shuttered in preparation. The
march included the waving of Israeli
flags and the singing of nationalistic
songs, as well as the chanting of slogans
such as “death to Arabs” and “may your

“racist” and “fascist” ral-

villages burn down,”
OId City’s Muslim Quarter.

During the march, far-right Jews were wit-
nessed assaulting Palestinian residents,
as well as medics, and local and interna-
tional journalists. In one incident filmed
and shared widely on social media, a Jew-
ish man attacked and pepper-sprayed an
elderly Palestinian woman in the face,
causing outrage. As she was carried out
for treatment through the Old City’s Da-
mascus Gate, another demonstrator used
pepper spray against a young Palestinian,
and then another pulled out a pistol and
aimed it at journalists at the scene.

While the march was set to end at approxi-
mately 9pm local time (18:00 GMT), attacks
persisted late into the evening. Following
the rally, large groups of ultra-nationalist Is-
raelis rampaged through Palestinian neigh-

including in the

bourhoods in East Jerusalem, and assaulted
residents and their property.
Jerusalem-based political analyst Nasser
al-Hidmi described “the lawlessness and
provocations of the settlers” on Sunday as
a “very dangerous precedent”.

“The scenes we witnessed yesterday were
catastrophic for Palestinian Jerusalemites
and the Palestinian people as a whole,”
al-Hidmi told Al Jazeera.

“It was very clear that the occupation’s
government gave the reins to its settlers in
order to carry out their assaults,” which he
said “only come out of hatred and racism,
which are rampant in Zionist society”.
Videos shared by residents, activists and
journalists showed dozens of settlers
smashing and vandalising Palestinian cars,
throwing rocks at homes and assaulting res-
idents, including with pepper spray.

X1 Jinping
welcomes Hong
Kong’s next
leader John Lee

AGENCIES

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping has met with Hong
Kong's next leader in Beijing, telling John Lee he has the
full trust of the central government, state media said Mon-
day. Lee travelled to the capital on Saturday to receive Bei-
jing's blessing as he prepares to take office in a month.
The 64-year-old former security chief was chosen as the
next chief executive by a committee of Beijing loyalists in
early May. "I believe that the administration of the new gov-
ernment will definitely bring forth a new atmosphere, and
compose a new chapter in Hong Kong's development," Xi
said, according to official news agency Xinhua.

Lee will assume office on July 1, which is the 25th anniver-
sary of Hong Kong's transfer from British to Chinese rule
and the halfway point of its "One Country, Two Systems"
political model. According to Xinhua, Xi said Lee has the
"courage to take responsibility" and "had made contribu-
tions to safeguarding national security and Hong Kong's
prosperity and stability".

"The central government fully affirms and fully trusts you,"
Xi added. According to a statement from the Hong Kong
government, Lee said in the meeting that he was "deeply
honoured by the appointment and fully aware of the great
responsibility upon me". He promised to "unite all sectors”
and bring the government and people together to "strive for
the well-being of Hong Kong and its people". "Together, we
will build Hong Kong into a city with long-term prosperity
and a caring and inclusive society," he added.

NEews DESK

BEIJING: China is ready to work with regional coun-
tries as always to strengthen communication and
coordination, build consensus and forge synergy to
help Afghanistan achieve lasting peace and stability,
Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, Zhao Lijian
said on Monday. “Afghanistan is at a critical stage of
turnaround from chaos to stability. Security is the
prerequisite for the development,”t he said during his
regular briefing in response to a question regarding
4th regional security dialogue on Afghanistan held in
Dushanbe, capital of Tajikistan last week.

Senior representatives of Russia, China, India, Iran, Ka-
zakhstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyztan and Tajikistan attended
the meeting. External Security Commissioner of Chinese
Foreign Ministry, Cheng Guoping represented China at
the meeting. Cheng said Afghanistan was the heart of
Asia, the development of its security situation would
have major impact on regional security and stability.
The Global Security Initiative put forward by President Xi
Jinping stressed the importance of upholding the new vi-
sion of common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustain-
able security and jointly upholding the world peace and
security. China was ready to honour this spirit working
in concert with regional countries and support the whole
system of Afghanistan while responding to challenges.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defense Khawaja Asif presenting a souvenir to Ambassador of
Egypt Tarek Mohamed Dahrough. — DNA

EU envoy indicates GSP+
status extension to Pakistan

KARACHI: Chargé d’Affaires of the
European Union (EU) Delegation to
Pakistan Thomas Seiler has indicated
that “GSP+ beyond 2023 is possible
for Pakistan” as the country’s govern-
ment has ensured the EU that all ef-
forts to show compliance with the high
requirements would be made.

He was speaking at a conference on
“Human Rights Reforms in Sindh -
GSP+ and Beyond” organized by the
Human Rights Department, Govern-
ment of Sindh at a local hotel on Mon-
day, according to a news release.
Sindh Minister for Labour and Human
Resource Saeed Ghani was the chief
guest while Special Assistant to Sindh
Chief Minister Surendar Valasai inau-
gurated the conference, which was
attended by human rights activists,
government officers of various depart-

ments, public representatives, civil
society and labour rights activists and
minorities’ representatives.

Thomas Seiler said in the next
phase of the Generalised System
of Preference (GSP- Plus) there
would be more international con-
ventions and covenants. These
instruments would pertain to the
recognition of the competence of
the UN Human Rights Council to
consider complaints from individu-
als, abolish the death penalty and
the requirement to recognize the
International Criminal Court - ICC
(for genocide, crime against hu-
manity, war crimes and crimes of
aggression).

“The final regulation can be expect-
ed before the end of the year,” he re-
marked. He reminded the main duty

of employers toward human rights,
labour rights and the combat against
climate change. “They will have to
respect and implement human rights
in their enterprises, and to play an
active role in building a sustainable
economy and society.”

Speaking on the occasion, chief
guest Saeed Ghani said the govern-
ment of Sindh is leading all the prov-
inces in making legislation for pro-
tection of rights of labour, women,
minorities and people with disabili-
ties. “We consider the protection of
people’s rights as our duty rather an
obligation to an international com-
mitment,” Saeed Ghani said adding
that the Sindh government has made
all the laws on its own as the ruling
Pakistan People Party is committed
for this cause, he remarked. - APP

Law and order reviewed

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: A meeting to review
overall law and order situation in the
province was held here on Monday
with Chief Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Mahmood Khan in the chair.
The meeting minutely discussed fu-
ture course of action in order to pre-
vent law & order incidents in the prov-
ince and several important decisions
were made to this end.

Special Assistant to Chief Minister
Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif, Chief
Secretary Dr Shahzad Bangash, In-
spector General of Police Muazzam
Jah Ansari, Principal Secretary to
CM Amjad Ali Khan, Secretary Home

Khushal Khan, Commissioner Pesha-
war Riaz Mehsud, CCPO Peshawar
[jaz Khan and other Civil-Military
high-ups attended the meeting.

The meeting was given a detailed
briefing about factors of law & or-
der incidents and steps being taken
by the law enforcement agencies to
prevent such incidents. The meet-
ing was told that during the last
two weeks law enforcement agen-
cies have achieved major achieve-
ments against miscreants. The
participants were informed that
the ratio of street crime has signif-
icantly decreased in the provincial
capital since the Ababeel Force
was established. The meeting on
the occasion has decided to make

more recruitments for the newly
established Ababeel Force as well
as to prepare way forward in order
to effectively stop the cultivation
of drugs in the certain parts of the
province. The chief minister has
directed the quarters concerned
to chalk out comprehensive plan
for providing alternate livelihood
opportunities to the drug cultiva-
tors further directing them to have
special focused on district Bajaur,
Khyber and North Waziristan re-
garding law & order situation.
He also directed the authorities
to take curative steps against the
target Kkilling of security forces
and officials of other law enforcing
agencies in the province.

Nepal Embassy commemorates Mt. Everest Day

H.E. Mr. Tapas Adhikari,
Ambassador of Nepal to
Pakistan, welcomed the
guests to the programme and
congratulated Mr. Abdul Joshi
on his recent ascent to the
Mt. Everest on 16 May 2022

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of Nepal in Islam-
abad on Monday organized a programme to
celebrate the Mt. Everest Day at the Embassy
in Islamabad. The programme was organized
to commemorate the first ascent to the Mt.
Everest by Tenzing Norgay Sherpa and Ed-
mund Hillary on 29 May 1953. H.E. Mr. Tapas

Adhikari, Ambassador of Nepal to Pakistan,
welcomed the guests to the programme and
congratulated Mr. Abdul Joshi on his recent
ascent to the Mt. Everest on 16 May 2022. On
the occasion, Ambassador Adhikari expressed
his confidence that his expedition will inspire
many young Pakistanis for mountaineering and
adventure tourism and increase people-to-peo-
ple contacts between Nepal and Pakistan.

He also highlighted the impacts of climate
change on the mountains and urged for collec-
tively addressing the negative consequences.
During the programme, Mr. Joshi shared his
interesting expedition experience while scal-
ing the summit. He also drew many parallels
between Nepal and Pakistan, particularly in
the field of trekking and tourism. The pro-
gramme was attended by alpinists and media
people from Pakistan. The Embassy officials
were also present during the programme.

PIA likely
to resume
_Skardu
flights from
three cities

DNA

MULTAN: Pakistan Interna-
tional Airline (PIA) is likely
to resume weekly flight to
Skardu from Multan, Lahore
and Sialkot by last week of
June. District Manager PIA,
Ghazanfar Akhtar, told this
news agency on Monday
that the flight would depart
at 6am on every Thursday
and would return on Sunday
morning. He informed that
PIA had a plan to resume
the flight from start of June,
but it has been delayed be-
cause of some unavoidable
circumstances adding that
the round-trip fare would be
Rs 26,000 for each passen-
ger. Last year, it was around
Rs 22,000, he recalled add-
ing that it will be operated
for a couple of months dur-
ing summer vacation. The
A-320 aircraft will be oper-
ated for this route. From
Islamabad it is already being
flown, he stated.

KP CM
announces
to use force
against
federal govt

DNA

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan on Monday
announced the use of force
against federal government.
Addressing the Lawyers
Convention in Peshawar on
Monday, he said that they
participated in the long
march unarmed in the pre-
vious long march but will
now use province’s force.
The KP chief minister also
announced to lodge a case
against the federal govern-
ment for martyrdom of par-
ty workers and consultation
with the legal team is under-
way in this regard.
Mahmood Khan further
said that they participated
in the previous long march
unarmed but will now
use KP force when Imran
Khan would announce long
march. Taking a dig at the
Prime Minister, he said She-
hbaz Sharif wanted to sell
his clothes in Bisham but no
one would buy his clothes.
Meanwhile, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister,
Mahmood Khan here Mon-
day said that no compro-
mise would be made on
peace, law and order situa-
tion in the province.

He said that the law and or-
der situation would be main-
tained at all costs in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The Chief
Minister expressed these
views while presiding over
a high-level meeting on the
peace, law, and order situa-
tion in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. Chief Minister’s special
assistant, Barrister Muham-
mad Ali Saif, Chief Secretary
Dr. Shahzad Bangash, IGP
Moazam Jah Jah Ansari and
senior officials of law enforce-
ment agencies attended.

Pakistan
committed
to Palestine

cause

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Leader of
the House in the Senate
Azam Nazeer Tarar on
Monday reiterated that
there was no change in Pa-
kistan’s policy in support of
Palestine. “We are firmly
committed to our principled
stance on the Palestine is-
sue and Israel,” Tarar said
while responding to a point
of order in the Senate.

He categorically said,“We
will continue to support
the just struggle of the
people of Palestine. Our
state policy on Palestine is
very clear.” Tarar said,”l
will inform the House
about the matter after
having an official state-
ment from the quarters
concerned.” After getting
complete information from
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and other relevant
ministries, he would be in
position to tell the House
in next session.

He questioned, “How can a
Pakistani passport holder
travel to any such country?
Making an official state-
ment on any such story of
the newspaper is not an ap-
propriate way.”
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