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President rejects 
NAB (Amend) bill 

Shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi has 
also sent back the Na-
tional Accountability 
(Amendment) Bill un-

signed saying the Bill as passed by the Par-
liament is regressive in nature, it will pro-
mote corruption by ensuring that the long 
arm of the law has been crippled. However, 
in view of the ‘deeming’ provision under Ar-
ticle 75 (2) of the Constitution of Pakistan, 
the National Accountability (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022 will be enacted into law even if 
the President of Pakistan does not sign it. 
The President of Pakistan official Twitter 
handle wrote on Monday: ’President has not 
signed the bill amending NAB Ordinance. 
He wrote that as conceived originally, the 
bill took inspiration from Hazrat Umar’s 
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Task force 
on minority 

rights
DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to 
protect the 
rights of 
m i n o r i t y 
groups in 
the coun-
try, Prime 

Minister Shahbaz Sharif on 
Monday approved the es-
tablishment of a task force 
on the rights of minorities. 
Taking to Twitter, PM Shah-
baz stated: “Our non-Mus-
lim citizens are part & par-
cel of our national fabric.” 
This body will oversee the 
implementation of meas-
ures regarding the rights of 
minorities and will present 
quarterly reports to him, 
wrote the prime minister.

Fawad dubs 
NAB bill 
NRO-2 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 

Tehreek - e -
Insaf (PTI) 
Central Sen-
ior Vice Pres-
ident Fawad 
C h a u d h r y 

said that NAB bill amend-
ment was an NRO-2 for Sha-
rif and Zardari families as 
corruption cases amounting 
to Rs. 1100 billion would go 
out of NAB jurisdiction after 
the amendment.  Speaking 
at a press conference here, 
he said that NAB bill amend-
ment would benefit Panama 
cases as well as the cote-
ries of these two families. 
Fawad said that PTI cele-
brated ‘Black Day’ against 
NAB law amendment on 
Monday, because cabal of 
crooks and NAB-wanted 
people did the amendment 
to exonerate themselves of 
mega corruption cases.

Sherry warns 
of heavy 

monsoons
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Climate 
Change Sher-
ry Rehman 
has urged 
the national 
and provin-

cial disaster management 
authorities and relevant 
local authorities to take 
all-out precautionary meas-
ures to cope with possible 
disastrous impacts of the 
expected monsoon rains. In 
a statement on Monday, she 
said provincial governments 
must exercise vigilance and 
preparedness for the upcom-
ing monsoon to brace for low 
to high-intensity floods.

Briefs

Dollar soars 
past Rs210 in 

interbank trade
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: The US dollar continued its 
upward march on Monday as it rose above 
Rs210 against the local currency during 
early morning trade in the interbank mar-
ket. According to the Forex Association 
of Pakistan (FAP), the rupee depreciated 
sharply by Rs2.45 to close at an all-time 
low of Rs210.2 against the dollar from Fri-
day’s close of Rs207.75. In the open mar-
ket the greenback was trading at Rs214 as 
of 4:50pm. Meanwhile, domestic gold pric-
es also hit an all-time high of Rs147,250 
per tola. Saeed Bin Naseer, director of 
Mettis Global, told Dawn.com that the ru-
pee remained under pressure on the first 
day of the week due to the news of banks 
running out of dollars over the weekend.

Continued on Page 06

Deal with
IMF within 

two days

Special correSpoNdeNt

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Miftah Is-
mail has expressed hope that the government 
would reach an agreement with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to revive the 
stalled $6 billion programme within “a day or 
two”. He made the remarks while speaking 
to reporters at the Parliament House in Is-
lamabad on Monday. Responding to a ques-
tion, Miftah said the IMF did not have any 

Continued on Page 06

Miftah says govt will not 
withdraw income tax exemption 

announced for salaried class

Ambassador 
of Spain 
calls on 

Air Chief
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador 
of Spain. Manuel Duran 
Gimenez-Rico called on 
Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief 
of the Air Staff, Pakistan 
Air Force in his office.
The visiting dignitary ap-
preciated the professional-
ism of PAF personnel and 
the exceptional progress 
made by PAF over the 
years, especially through 
indigenization.
The Air Chief highlighted 
that both countries enjoy 
cordial relations and reit-
erated his resolve to fur-
ther enhance the existing 
bilateral cooperation be-
tween the air forces of 
the two countries.  Var-
ious matters of mutual 
interest and professional 
cooperation also came 
under discussion during 
the meeting.

Covid cases 
see slight 

uptick 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is 
witnessing another surge in 
Covid-19 cases as 171 con-
firmed cases were reported 
by the National Institute of 
Health (NIH) in the past 
24 hours. The rise in active 
cases in different cities has 
risen, with 57 coronavirus 
patients in critical care at 
present. No deaths have 
been reported so far.
The national positivity rate 
stands at 1.53 per cent, 
whereas that of Sindh has 
been recorded to be as high 
as five per cent.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: On the occasion of 
the very first meeting of the B-In-
ternational consortium in Pakistan 
the French Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Nicolas Galey, has invited the rep-
resentatives of these 8 universities, 
along with the ambassadors of UK, 
Italy and Spain, and representatives 
from the Higher Education Commis-
sion of Pakistan and the European 
Delegation in Pakistan . B-Inter-
national is a collaborative capacity 
building project in higher education 
between Pakistan, the UK, France, 
Italy, and Spain, and is co-funded by 
the Erasmus+ programme of the Eu-
ropean Union. 
The project brings together 4 prestig-
ious universities in Pakistan; COM-
SATS University Islamabad; LUMS; 
NUST and PIFS, and 4 top-notch Eu-
ropean Universities: Cardiff Metropol-

itan University (UK), Ecole Centrale 
de Nantes (France), University of 
Bologna (Italy), University of Sala-
manca (Spain) – all working together 
in the spirit of internationalisation. 
The French Embassy in Pakistan 
strongly supports academic cooper-
ation between Pakistani universities 
and their counterparts in France and 
Europe. Such a project deserves to 
be celebrated: the B-International 

project will reinforce the Pakistan’s 
HEC Vision 2025 on internationaliza-
tion through building capacity within 
the Higher Education sector, en-
hancing international collaboration, 
and supporting the development of 
global mind-sets of the youth.
The first two years of the B-Interna-
tional project has coincided with a 
global pandemic, meaning all of the 
B-International Partners are yet to 
meet face-to-face. Nevertheless, col-
leagues from the 8 universities across 
Europe and Pakistan have worked pas-
sionately and tirelessly for the last two 
and a half years adapting work plans 
and delivering to achieve endless 
success in the name of international-
isation and B-International. This inter-
national visit to Islamabad marks the 
very first time that the B-International 
consortium members from both Eu-
rope and Pakistan have met in person. 

Continued on Page 06

French envoy to host reception 
for B-International consortium

B-International is a collaborative capacity 
building project in higher education between 

Pakistan, the UK, France, Italy, and Spain

Russia to ‘intensify’ 
fighting: Zelensky

NewS deSk

KYIV: Ukrainian presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelen-
sky warned Sunday 
that Russia was likely 
to intensify its “hostile 
activity” this week, as 
Kyiv awaits a historic decision from the Eu-
ropean Union on its membership application.
Nearly three months after Russia launched 
invasion of his country, Zelensky said 
there had been “few such fateful decisions 
for Ukraine” as the one it expects from 
the EU this week, adding in his evening 
address that “only a positive decision is 
in the interests of the whole of Europe.” 
“Obviously, we expect Russia to intensify 
hostile activity this week ... We are prepar-
ing. We are ready,” he continued. 
Ukraine said it had also repulsed fresh at-
tacks by Russian forces on the eastern front, 
rocked by weeks of fierce battles as Moscow 
tries to seize the industrial Donbas region.

Continued on Page 06

Russia’s grain 
blockade ‘real 
war crime’: EU
LUXEMBOURG: EU foreign policy chief Jo-
sep Borrell said Monday that Russia should 
be held “accountable” if it keeps blocking the 
export of vitally needed grain from Ukraine.  
“One cannot imagine that millions of tonnes 
of wheat remain blocked in Ukraine while 
in the rest of the world people are suffering 
hunger. This is a real war crime,” Borrell 
said at a meeting of European Union foreign 
ministers. The West has demanded  Moscow 
stop blockading Ukraine’s Black Sea ports to 
allow vast stores of grain to be taken to world 
markets as fears rise of famines in vulnerable 
regions. The EU backs United Nation efforts 
to mediate a deal between Ukraine, Russia 
and Turkey to get the grain out but these 
have failed to make any headway so far. 

Continued on Page 06

‘New NAB law 
will protect white 
collar criminals’ 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan 
while declaring June 
20 a black day said 
that the National Accountability (Amend-
ment) Bill 2022 will protect white collar 
criminals from accountability. In a series 
of Tweets on Monday, the former prime 
minister highlighted that Rs1,100 billion of 
the Rs1,200 billion that was being investi-
gated by the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) would now be out of its jurisdiction. 

Continued on Page 06

'Black day'

Meanwhile, Kyiv awaits a historic 
decision from EU on its membership 
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Bureau report

PESHAWAR: The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) and Com-
missionerate Afghan Refugee on Monday marked World Ref-
ugee Day with a series of events across Pakistan involving 
the Government, stakeholder and refugee communities. The 
World Refugee Day is marked on June 20 every year as a 
tribute to the courage and resilience of the millions of peo-
ple uprooted as a result of ongoing conflicts, war and natural 
disasters globally. Commemoration of the Day in Pakistan is 
aimed at highlighting the world’s most protracted refugee 
situation. Globally, the ongoing conflict in Ukraine produc-

ing the majority of refugees, Afghan refugees in south-west 
Asia remain the world’s most protracted refugee population, 
with 95 per cent of this population located in Pakistan and 
Iran. Pakistan hosts the 1.3 million registered Afghans and 
another 1.5 million with undetermined status, said an offi-
cial communiqué issued here. UNHCR’s Head of Sub-Office 
Peshawar, Gayrat  Ahmad shoev while paying tribute to the 
resilience of refugees, said, “Around the world, conflicts are 
forcing record numbers of people to flee with a devastating 
impact on families. The media often focus on fighting, failed 
peace accords and casualties, often ignoring the human sto-
ry.” He added that everyone has the right to seek safety: 
Whoever they are, wherever they come from, and whenever 
they are forced to flee. Today is World Refugee Day, a day to 
honour the courage, strength and contributions of the mil-
lions of people around the world who have been forced to flee 
their homes due to violence, war or persecution.
It’s a day to remember that with help from welcoming 
communities and neighbours, people can rebuild their 
lives and their networks, and even thrive. Gayrat noted 
UNHCR’s appreciation of Pakistan’s sincere efforts in 
hosting the world’s most protracted refugee population. 
Commissioner Afghan Refugees Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Mr. Muhammad Abbas Khan while speaking on the occa-
sion, appreciated the good work of UNCHR in Pakistan. 
He further added that he people of Pakistan opened their 
hearts to refugees and welcomed them when they fled 
the conflict in Afghanistan. For over forty years, Pakistan 
left no stone unturned to support the refugees. He also 
appreciated the resilience of Afghan refugees and their 
peaceful coexistence with the host communities.

UNHCR commemorates 
World Refugee Day in KP

Pak transitioning 
from geopolitics 
to geoeconomics

ISLAMABAD: Algerian Ambassador Brahim Romani posing for a group photo with Chairman, 
Pakistan Academy of Letters (PAL) Dr. Yousuf Khushk and others. – DNA

khayam aBBaSi

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid 
Hussain said Pakistan was in a stra-
tegic location where huge transfor-
mations and transitions were taking 
place, the peaceful rise of China, 
and Pakistan endeavoring to be the 
hub of regional connectivity through 
CPEC, by making a transition from 
geopolitics to geo-economics.
He said this in a key note address at an 
International webinar on Monday com-
prising experts from three continents, 
who called for greater cooperation and 
connectivity to combat common chal-
lenges like Climate Change, hunger, 
poverty, and the Pandemic, rejecting 
any notion of confrontation or a new 
Cold War.  The webinar was organized 
by the Pakistan-China Institute (PCI) 
under its flagship ‘Friends of Silk 
Road’ series, titled “Big Power compe-
tition in the post-pandemic World Or-
der and the Belt and Road Initiative”, 
with speakers from Pakistan, China, 
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, UK, and the US, 
said a news release. 
Moreover, the Senator Mushahid 
Hussain said after 42 years of war in 
Afghanistan, which affected Pakistan 
directly, the country cannot be a party 
to any new conflict, confrontation, or a 
Cold War, as connectivity and coopera-
tion are the need of the hour. 
Similarly, he called for an end to the 
war in Ukraine, adding it is raising 
new tensions and has had unexpect-
ed consequences like food and fuel 
shortages. Senator Mushahid Hussain 

underlined the need for proactively 
promoting CPEC, which is the flagship 
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 
which he termed the most significant 
diplomatic and developmental initia-
tive in the 21st Century. 
He hoped all Asian countries would 
stay away from any Cold War. He said 
while the US was still clinging to a 
military-centric approach, as evident 
through the QUAD, AUKUS, and seek-
ing a global NATO, conversely, China 
sought an economic-driven vision 
through connectivity and regional co-
operation, particularly BRI which now 
has 145 countries and 32 international 
organisations in its fold.
Former Foreign Secretary, Ambas-
sador (R) Tehmina Janjua, chaired 
the webinar while Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Sayed, Chairman of the Sen-
ate Defence Committee and the Paki-
stan-China Institute, made a keynote 

speech. In her opening remarks, Am-
bassador Tehmina Janjua, former Paki-
stani Foreign Secretary, remarked that 
China had done miracles by uplifting 
800 million people out of poverty. 
She described the Belt and Road Initi-
ative (BRI) as an opportunity to lever-
age the economic potential of the glob-
al South in the post-pandemic period. 
The belief in western policy circles 
that the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
has strategic rather than economic 
grounds has harmed China’s aspira-
tions to build a prosperous communi-
ty.  She described the US and its allies’ 
efforts to limit China on all fronts as 
‘unfortunate,’ because they will have 
major ramifications not just for the 
global South, but also for the US and 
its allies, because such development 
impacts everyone, not just the one 
being targeted. Former Sri Lankan 
naval commander, Jayanath Colom-
bage debunked the debt-trap theory 
surrounding China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative. Sri Lanka owes less than 10% 
of its foreign debt to China, according 
to him, and that 10% is actually high-
ly advantageous to Sri Lanka because 
it has produced enormous economic 
prospects for the country’s citizens. 
Furthermore, he urged aligning the 
Belt and Road Initiative with China’s 
domestic economic conditions so that 
both nations can secure high-quality 
BRI project development.
Mustafa Hyder Sayed, Executive Di-
rector of the Pakistan-China Institute 
said that the implications of big-power 
competition, whether intended or un-
intended, affect us all. 

Algerian envoy Brahim 
Romani visits PAL

Staff report

ISLAMABAD: Algerian Am-
bassador Brahim Romani 
on Monday called on Chair-
man, Pakistan Academy of 
Letters (PAL) Dr. Yousuf 
Khushk and discussed is-
sues of mutual interest.
In a news release issued 
here, Chairman PAL Dr. 
Yousuf Khushk said, “Liter-
ature is the best and viable 
forum where we can foster 
people to people contacts 
and develop friendly link-
age”. Whereas the Algerian 
Ambassador said, “Pakistan 
and Algeria are having gold-
en friendship in politics, eco-
nomics, trade, defence and 

every field of life. My heart 
feels very happy to visit Pa-
kistan Academy of Letters, 
Islamabad, as I believe that 
this visit will establish lit-
erary relationship between 
both the countries”. 
He appreciated the role of 
PAL for this purpose and 
expressed hope to further 
strengthen the literary 
relations by doing literary 
activities on reciprocal ba-
sis. Brahim Romani also 
encouraged the recipro-
cal visits of writers and 
poets between Pakistan 
and Algeria.
Dr. Yousuf Khushk was of 
the view that this endeav-
or would bring far-reach-
ing results in developing 

writer to writer contact of 
both the countries and en-
sured his full cooperation 
regarding the proposals 
of MoU signing and other 
literary projects placed by 
H.E.  He added that the 
exchange of writers’ del-
egations and translation 
of literature on reciprocal 
basis was the need of the 
hour. The Algerian Am-
bassador and Chairman 
PAL unanimously agreed 
to celebrate the Pakistan 
- Algeria 60 years of dip-
lomatic relations from the 
platform to further deep-
en their ties. Dr Khuskh 
also presented the gift of 
PAL’s publications to H.E. 
on the occasion.

Rs 32.13 
bn budget 
approved 

for USF
ISLAMABAD: The Policy 
Committee and Research 
and Development Fund of 
the Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology and Tele-
communications on Mon-
day principally approved a 
budget of Rs 32.13 billion 
for the Universal Service 
Fund (USF) and Rs 3.75 bil-
lion for the National Tech-
nology Fund (Ignite) for the 
financial year 2022-23.
The approval was given in a 
meeting of the committee, 
which was presided over 
by Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology and 
Telecommunications Syed 
Amin-Ul-Haque, said a news 
release. USF Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) Harris 
Mahmood Chaudhary and 
Ignite CEO Asim Shahryar 
briefed the meeting on the 
performance of their re-
spective organizations and 
shared the details regarding 
the budgetary allocation for 
the both departments.
IT Minister Amin-Ul-Haque 
said the USF had done 
record work for providing 
broadband services in the 
last four years. – APP

PBS, 
NADRA sign 
agreement

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
and National Database 
Registration Authority 
(NADRA) Monday signed 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for the 
development of census 
software and Tablet provi-
sion here at National Cen-
sus Coordination Centre 
(N3C), PBS Head office. 
Federal Minister of Plan-
ning, Development and Spe-
cial initiatives, Professor 
Ahsan Iqbal  was chief guest 
at the occasion.  Besides, 
the logo of 7th Digital Pop-
ulation and Housing Census 
was also unveiled by Ahsan 
Iqbal.  Representatives from 
collaborating partners like 
NADRA, NTC, SUPARCO, 
delegates from Ministry of 
Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives and of-
ficers from PBS were also 
present at the occasion.  
Dr. Naeem uz Zafar, Chief 
Statistician welcomed the 
guests and informed that 
NADRA would provide soft-
ware and tablets for the 
upcoming 7th Digital Popu-
lation and Housing Census. 
The software is being devel-
oped after detailed informa-
tion sharing and extensive 
consultations between PBS 
and NADRA. – APP

Police receive post-
mortem report of 

Seth Abid’s daughter
 

DNA

LAHORE: Police on Mon-
day received the postmor-
tem report of Farah, the 
daughter of late industri-
alist Seth Abid, who was 
shot dead by her step son 
at her home in Lahore’s 
Muslim Town locality a day 
before yesterday (Satur-
day, June 18, 2022) while 
the forensic report was 
still awaited.  
Listing two reasons for 
Farah’s death, the report 
said that a bullet that the 
deceased had received rup-
tured one of blood veins in 
her body.   It further dis-
closed that Fahad, her step 

son, was standing just few 
centimeters on her right 
when he shot at her.
“The slain woman had bul-
lets’ wounds in her body’s 
back,” the report revealed.   
The police officials, how-
ever, said the exact cause 
of her death would only be 
ascertained once they re-
ceived the forensic report. 
On the other hand, more 
progress was reported in 
the murder case of Seth Ab-
id’s daughter as the roles of 
her servants, who had been 
arrested along with Fahad 
for erasing the evidence, 
also started to unravel.
According to the police, 
Atya, the maid, had herself 
changed the blood-stained 

bed sheet after her mis-
tresses’ murder. Similarly, 
another servant named 
Roohul Ameen assisted 
Fahad in shifting his step-
mother’s body to hospital, 
while Abid and Shahid had 
concealed the weapon 
used in the incident. Atya 
told the police that Fahad 
wanted to marry daughter 
of a tailor who lived in Kot 
Lakhpat area of Lahore. 
“Both had become friends 
on Facebook, but Farah, 
Fahad’s stepmother, 
would prohibit her,” she 
elaborated. This was pre-
cisely the reason, police 
said, that initially Fahad 
tried to project the inci-
dent as a suicide.

Chairman CDA approves 
rescue allocation plan

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital develop-
ment authority and Chief commissioner 
Islamabad has approved resource allocation 
plan to coordinate flood relief preparedness 
and emergency response in impending pre 
monsoon rain fall predictions. According to 
the details deputy commissioner Islamabad 
has been made convener of Dist disaster 
management committee which would coordi-
nate over all efforts .It was further decided 
that  mapping of nallahs and resources  would 

be done and data available with the survey of 
Pakistan will be utilised . Moreover the chair 
directed Memeber Engineering CDA to en-
sure provision of Machinery at all the times 
especially at the vunerable points where 
monitoring camps with human resources 
would be set up immediately. Monitroing of 
Kachiabdis and vunerable areas have been 
listed with special focus on the areas hit in 
last July rains Further more to coordinate  
flood relief efforts related Departments like 
IESCO ,food and Live stock were put on alert 
with directions to ensure provision of all nec-
essary measures and items along with their 
human resources. CDA was instructed to 
release 50 million rupees to DMA through 
MCI for purchase of Dewatering sets pumps 
and other items. The chair directed DG civic 
management and environment to keep their 
staff alert around the clock. – DNA

PMC takes 
stringent 
measures

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Medical Commission (PMC) 
has taken stringent meas-
ures against healthcare prac-
titioners, medical and dental 
educational institutes, and 
associated organizations to 
protect the public from med-
ical negligence and harm.
According to the spokes-
person of PMC, discipli-
nary actions have been 
taken against healthcare 
practitioners which in-
clude revoking of licenses, 
suspension of practice, 
and monetary fines to not 
only safeguard the public 
but instill a sense of ac-
countability in all clinical 
practitioners in Pakistan
He said that the commis-
sion was working diligently 
to implement benchmarks 
set to ensure standardized 
quality medical and dental 
education in Pakistan. Still, 
in its nascent state, PMC has 
taken strides in the improve-
ment of medical and dental 
education in Pakistan.
The Pakistan Medical Com-
mission, since its inception, 
has achieved landmark tar-
gets that have positively im-
pacted the quality of educa-
tional institutions as well as 
licensed practitioners and 
have been highly appreciat-
ed by all stakeholders.
He added, out of landmark 
targets that were the top 
priority of the PMC were 
quick online service, online 
application form, Issuance 
of official documents like 
license, good standing cer-
tificates, etc. – APP

Ex-Wapda chief appears 
before NAB, denies 
corruption charges
DNA

 
LAHORE: Former Wapda 
chairman Muzammil Hus-
sain appeared before the 
NAB in Lahore on Mon-
day in a corruption case 
against him. The anti-graft 
watchdog asked the former 
Wapda chairman to appear 
before the court with a 
complete record.
The NAB received com-
plaints of billions of ru-
pees misappropriation and 
slow pace of work on the 
Wapda projects. The bu-
reau was informed about 
$753 million corruption in 
Tarbela IV Expansion pro-
ject. A probe was launched 
against the ex-Wapda chief 

for allegedly asking the 
contractors to make wrong 
payments.
Earlier, Mr Hussain was 
also summoned by the NAB 
Lahore but he did not ap-
pear before it. However, 
today he went to the NAB 
office in Lahore where the 
bureau sleuths grilled him.
Later, talking to the media, 
Mr Hussain denied charg-
es against him saying they 
were totally baseless. He 
expressed his exasperation 
saying how come a corrup-
tion of $753 million was 
made when the total cost 
of the project was $750 mil-
lion. He said that he gave 
answers to every question, 
the NAB officials asked 
him. He said he was not giv-

en any questionnaire by the 
watchdog. “From my side, 
the matter is clear. Whenev-
er the NAB summons me, I 
will come,” he added.
The former Wapda chief 
said that the Tarbela IV 
Expansion project was com-
pleted before time and even 
its cost was recovered in 
just one year’s time.  He, 
however, denied any politi-
cal motives behind the NAB 
case against him.
He said the watchdog re-
ceived complaints against 
him and it thought it wise to 
conduct some verification. 
He denied paying contrac-
tors before time and also 
rubbished the news of in-
curring a daily loss to the 
tune of Rs280 million.

Pak haven for foreign 
investors: LCCI

aBid raza

LAHORE: Lahore Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry 
(LCCI) President Mian Nau-
man Kabir said on Monday 
that Pakistan had great eco-
nomic credentials like grow-
ing potential of the local mar-
ket, availability of rich natural 
resources, a liberal invest-
ment regime and growing 
potential of the local market 
which made it a great place 
for trade and investment. 
He expressed these views 
while briefing a high-pow-
ered Malaysian delegation 
about investment opportu-
nities in Pakistan here at 
LCCI office. LCCI Senior 
Vice President Mian Reh-
man Aziz Chan, Trade & 
Investment Counselor of Pa-
kistani Embassy in Malaysia 
Shafqat Ali Niazi, LCCI EC 
Members Naeem Hanif, Ah-

mad Elahi, Shamim Akhtar, 
Chaudhry Wajid Ali, Mardan 
Ali Zaidi and former Senior 
Vice President Ali Hassam 
Asghar also spoke on the 
occasion. Mian Nauman 
Kabir said that foreign 
investors should come 
forward and avail unique 
trade and investment op-
portunities through joint 
ventures with their Paki-
stani counterparts. 
He said that Pakistan is 
blessed with a variety of 
fruit and vegetables which 
have their distinctive 
color, taste and tang. “It 
is because our country is 
gifted with abundant nat-
ural resources and fertile 
terrain,” he added.
He said that the most com-
mon fruit which are pro-
duced in Pakistan include 
mangoes, citrus, grapes, 
guava, apple, banana and 
plum etc. In addition to 

this, some other fruit which 
make it to the list are straw-
berry, cherry, peach, pear, 
apricot, lychee, papaya, and 
pomegranate. He said that 
the most common vege-
tables grown in Pakistan 
are potato, tomato, peas, 
different kinds of gourd, 
caulif lower, spinach, on-
ion, garlic, cucumber, 
carrot, eggplant, pump-
kin and cabbage etc. 
The LCCI President in-
formed the delegation that 
the large amount of fruit 
and vegetables are con-
sumed domestically and 
less than 10 percent of total 
production is exported. The 
export earnings from this 
sector have been follow-
ing increasing trend since 
2019 whereas Pakistan 
fetched 493 million dollars 
and 314 million dollars by 
exporting fruit and vegeta-
bles respectively in 2021. 

Benazir 
Bhutto’s 

69th birth 
anniversary 

observed
RAWALPINDI: The 69th 
birth anniversary of the 
Pakistan People’s Party’s 
Chairperson and former 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto (BB) was celebrated 
here Monday with a pledge 
to continue her mission.
The cake-cutting ceremony 
was arranged by the PPP 
Rawalpindi City and held at 
its Laiqat bagh office.
President Rawalpindi city 
Raja Kamran Hussain 
speaking on the occasion, 
said Zulifqar Ali Bhutto 
and Benazir Bhutto devot-
ed their lives to the peo-
ple and democracy.  He 
said that Benazir Shaheed 
sought to strengthen de-
mocracy in the country 
and accepted death in the 
struggle for the rights of 
the poor and powerless.
PPP local leaders, includ-
ing Raja Shahid Pappu, Ali 
Minhas Raja, Shahzad Butt, 
Chaudary Iftikhar, Agha Sa-
qib, Tariq Wahid Butt and 
several party workers at-
tended the function.
People Students Federa-
tion (PSF), People Youth 
Organisation (PYO), Lady 
Wing (LW), People Lawyers 
Forums (PLF)and People’s 
Unity of PIA also participat-
ed in the event. – APP
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NH&MP 
to launch 
‘demerit 

point system’
ISLAMABAD: On the direc-
tion of Inspector General 
of National Highway and 
Motorway Police (NH&MP) 
Khalid Mahmood, the de-
partment will launch a de-
merit point system.  The 
system will rely on a nation-
al driving license repository 
(NLDR) of over 8 million 
driving licenses, said a 
press release.  Demerit 
points for various violations 
are defined in the National 
Highways Safety Ordinance 
2000 (Section 86). Driving 
licenses shall be suspend-
ed, as per the law, when de-
merit points exceed twenty 
within two years.  NH&MP 
officers can now retrieve 
prior violations and chal-
lans through the violator’s 
CNIC, telephone number, 
and license number. – APP

Pakistan 
earns $2,197 
million from 
IT exports

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
earned US $2,197.787 mil-
lion by providing different 
Information Technology (IT) 
services in various countries 
during the ten months of fis-
cal year 2021-22. This shows 
growth of 29.29 percent as 
compared to US $1,699.860 
million earned through pro-
vision of services during 
the corresponding period of 
fiscal year 2020-21, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported. During July-April 
(2021-22), the export of com-
puter services grew by 30.77 
percent as it surged from US 
$1,343.550 million last fiscal 
year to US $1,756.957 million 
this year. – APP

Marriyum 
grieved over 

demise of 
journalist’s 

mother
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broad-
casting Marriyum Aurang-
zeb on Monday expressed 
deep grief and sorrow over 
the death of the mother of 
senior journalist Zeeshan 
Javed.  In a statement, the 
minister  said she was sad-
dened to learn about  the 
death of Zeeshan Javed’s 
mother and she shared the 
grief of the bereaved fami-
ly.  – APP
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National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

JUNe
June 02 / itlay

National Day/  
Independence Day

June 04 / Finland
Armed Forces Day

June 07 / Sweden
Natioal Day

June 10 / Portugal
Portugal Day  
(Natioal Day)

June 10 / Jordan
Arab Revolution &  

Army Day  

June 11 / United Kingdom
Birthday of Her Majesty 

The Queen Elizabeth

June 12 / Philippines
Independence Day

June 12 / russian  
Federation

Day of Sovereignty of 
the Russian Federation 

(National Day)

June 13 / Zambia
Armed Forces Day

June 17 / iceland 
National Day

June 18 / Seychells
National Day

June 25 / Croatia
National Day

June 25 / Mozambique
National Day

June 26 / Azerbaijan
Army Day

in the court of Nadeem-
MasoodBharthtehsildar-

Gujrat
 Title Sidra Syed versus: 

Wazir Mehdi etc.
Amended Suit for Sep-
aration and Possession 

Separately 
Notice to:

Wazir Mehdi S/o. Habib Ali, 
SyedaDur-e-Najaf, Qasoor 
Mehdi, ZanoobiaMarawat 

D/o. Habib Ali, QudsiaShirin 
D/o. Nasir Ali Presently 

Residing in Bartania, 
Tahira Khadija D/o. Nasir 

Ali, FaizanHaider Son, 
SamiaTahir, SyedaMalai-

kaTahira D/o. SeeratSajjad, 
Imran Haider, Musharaf 
Abbas S/o. SeeratSajjad, 

JazyaBatool D/o. Habib Ali, 
BadarulDija Fatima D/o. 

Habib Ali, Maniza Fatima, 
NafeesZahiraurafAdeelaZa-

hira D/o. Wazir Ali Presently 
Residing Denmark, Syed 
Mudassar Ali Alam S/o. 

Wazir Ali, SyedaEjaz Fatima 
Widow, SyedaRubabTahira, 
SyedaMubinaTahira Daugh-
ters, Syed FarooqHussain 
Husband, SyedaKhazeena, 
SyedaTahmina Daughters, 
Syed Sohail, Syed Adeel 

Sons, TabindaKonain D/o. 
Habib Ali, Late Rizwana-
Tahira D/o. Nasir Ali (La 

walad), Abu-ul-Kamal Dawar, 
Abu TarabKhawar Sons Ha-
bib Ali R/o. MadinaSyedan 
Tehsil & District Gujrat. 

Whereas in the above 
mentioned case it has been 
proved to the satisfaction 
of the court that the above 
mentioned defendant is not 
be served in ordinary way. 
It is therefore proclaimed 

under order 5 rule 20 CPC 
that if the said defendant 
will not appear personally 

or through a duly authorized 
agent or pleader in court at 
8 AM on 25-06-2022. Oth-

erwise case will be decided 
ex party.

Court Reporter Gujrat 0333-
8409964 Qaisar Mehmood 

Warraich

Court Notice

iSlAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov and others taking keen interest in the refugee's handicraft products at the occasion of 
World refugee Day ceremony at Kehkashan Hall, Serena Hotel. –  APP 

 

PCi webinar calls for 
cooperation, connectivity
Ex-FS Tahmina Janjua & Mushahid reject any new Cold War

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: An international webinar 
comprising experts from 3 continents called 
for greater cooperation and connectivity to 
combat common challenges like Climate 
Change, hunger, poverty, and the Pandem-
ic, rejecting any notion of confrontation or 
a new Cold War. The webinar was organized 
by the Pakistan-China institute under its 
flagship ‘Friends of Silk Road’ series, titled 
“Big Power competition in the post-pandem-
ic World Order and the Belt and Road Initi-
ative”, with speakers from Pakistan, China, 
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, UK, and the US. For-
mer Foreign Secretary, Ms Tehmina Janjua, 
chaired the Webinar while Senator Musha-
hid Hussain Sayed, Chairman of the Senate 
Defence Committee and the Pakistan-China 
Institute, made a keynote speech.
In her opening remarks, Ambassador Te-
hmina Janjua, former Pakistani Foreign 
Secretary, remarked that China had done 
miracles by uplifting 800 million people 
out of poverty. She described the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) as an opportunity to 
leverage the economic potential of the glob-
al South in the post-pandemic period. The 
belief in US policy circles that the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) has strategic rather 
than economic grounds has harmed China's 
aspirations to build a prosperous commu-
nity. She described the US and its allies' 

efforts to limit China on all fronts as 'unfor-
tunate,' because they will have major rami-
fications not just for the global South, but 
also for the US and its allies, because such 
development impacts everyone, not just the 
one being targeted.
In his Keynote, Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain said Pakistan was in a strategic 

location where huge transformations 
and transitions were taking place, in-
cluding the retrenchment of American 
power, the peaceful rise of China, and 
Pakistan endeavoring to be the hub of 
regional connectivity through CPEC, by 
making a transition from geopolitics to 

geoeconomics. He said after 42 years of 
war in Afghanistan, which affected Pa-
kistan directly, the country cannot be 
a party to any new conflict, confronta-
tion, or a Cold War, as connectivity and 
cooperation are the need of the hour. 
Similarly, he called for an end to the 
war in Ukraine, adding it is raising new 

tensions and has had unexpected con-
sequences like food and fuel shortages.
Senator Mushahid Hussain underlined 
the need for proactively promoting 
CPEC, which is the flagship of the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), which he 
termed the most significant diplomatic 

and developmental initiative in the 21st 
Century. He hoped all Asian countries 
would stay away from any Cold War. He 
said while the US was still clinging to 
a military-centric approach, as evident 
through the QUAD, AUKUS, and seek-
ing a global NATO, conversely, Chi-
na sought an economic-driven vision 
through connectivity and regional co-
operation, particularly BRI which now 
has 145 countries and 32 international 
organisations in its fold.
Former Sri Lankan naval commander, 
Jayanath Colombage debunked the debt-
trap theory surrounding China's Belt and 
Road Initiative. Sri Lanka owes less than 
10% of its foreign debt to China, accord-
ing to him, and that 10% is actually highly 
advantageous to Sri Lanka because it has 
produced enormous economic prospects 
for the country's citizens. Furthermore, he 
urged aligning the Belt and Road Initiative 
with China's domestic economic conditions 
so that both nations can secure high-quality 
BRI project development.
Mustafa Hyder Sayed, Executive Director of 
the Pakistan-China Institute said that the im-
plications of big-power competition, whether 
intended or unintended, affect us all. The 
growing uncertainty on the world stage has 
had an impact on Pakistan's middle class. He 
stated that we must learn to balance our rela-
tionships and reprioritize economic and food 
security as the most important factors. 

 

Saudi investors keen to invest in Pakistan
 

DNa

ISLAMABAD: A high-level trade delegation 
of Saudi Arabia visited Pakistan led by Fa-
had Bin Mohammed Al-Bash, Chairman, 
Saudi-Pak Business Council and held B2B 
meetings with the members of Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) 
in a local hotel to explore business collabo-
rations in areas of interest. The delegation 
was representing various sectors including 
edible oil & fats, food processing, trading, 
building materials, tourism & hospitality, 
manufacturing, medical tools & equipment, 
Fintech, pharmaceuticals and infrastruc-
ture services. The delegation would also 
visit Lahore and Karachi.
Speaking at the occasion, Fahad Bin Mo-
hammed Al-Bash, Chairman, Saudi-Pak 
Business Council said that the Saudi in-
vestors were keen to leverage business 

and investment opportunities in Pakistan. 
He stressed that the high-level govern-
ment-to-government relations between 
the two countries should be matched with 
strong trade relations to achieve better re-
sults. He urged that the private sectors of 
both countries should tap business oppor-
tunities in each other’s country in order to 
complement their economies. He said that 

20 percent of the workforce in Saudi Arabia 
was from Pakistan and his country wanted 
to import more trained workers from Paki-
stan. He said that many sectors of the Saudi 
economy including chemical industry, real 
estate and tourism offered good opportuni-
ties to Pakistani investors. He said that they 
have seen a lot of business opportunities in 
Pakistan and were working with the embas-

sies of both countries to leverage them up 
to maximum level. 
He said that exhibitions of Saudi products 
in Pakistan and Pakistani products in Sau-
di Arabia would be organized to introduce 
the export potential of both countries. He 
hoped that the visit of the Saudi trade del-
egation to Pakistan would help in further 
promoting bilateral trade between the two 
countries. Addressing the delegation, Mu-
hammad Shakeel Munir, President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
said that Pakistan offers great opportu-
nities of JVs and investment in various 
sectors of its economy including mines & 
minerals, oil & gas, housing & construc-
tion, infrastructure development, renewa-
ble energy, information technology, food 
processing, edible oil, logistics, sports, 
tourism & hospitality. He stressed that 
Saudi investors should capitalize on them 
to earn lucrative returns. 

Ruet-e-Hilal 
committees to 

meet on June 29 
ISLAMABAD: Central and Zonal Ruet-e-Hilal commit-
tees would meet on June 29 in their respective offices 
for sighting the crescent of Zul Hajj 1443 A.H. “The 
meeting of Central Ruet-e-Hilal committee for sighting 
the cres- cent of Zul 
Hajj 1443 will be 
held in the evening of 
Wednesday June 29, 
2022 cor- responding 
(29th Zul Q a d a ’ h 
1443 Hi- jri) in the 
building of P a k i s t a n 
Meteorological Department, Camp Office Met Com-
plex, Main University Road Gulistan-e-Johar, Karachi,” 
said a notification of the Ministry of Religious Affairs 
and Interfaith Harmony.
The meetings of zonal and district Ruet-e-Hilal commit-
tees would be held at their respective headquarters at 
the same time. Similarly, the meeting of zonal Ruet-e-Hi-
lal committee, Islamabad would be held at the building of 
Ministry of Religious Affairs.

TCB-1 660MWs unit-1  
set to enter commissioning
Back energisation is among the first steps in commissioning a 
power plant, in which the plant is energised in reverse order 

through the national grid for performing various tests
NewS DeSk 

ISLAMABAD: The 1,320 megawatts 
Thar Coal Block-1 (TCB-1) power 
plant has achieved an overall 85% 
work progress and the 660MWs 
unit-1 is close to entering commis-
sioning, a senior official of TCB-1 
told Gwadar Pro on Monday. TCB-1 
is the largest indigenous coal-based 
power plant project in Thar Block-1 
under the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) initiative. The 
mine-mouth plant will utilise the 
coal extracted by Sino-Sindh Re-

sources Ltd. (SSRL). 
TCB-1 and SSRL are owned by Shang-
hai Electric, which has spent around 
US$3 billion to realise Pakistan’s 
dream of cheaper electricity from 
Thar coal reserves in Sindh province.
The official said that work was un-
derway at a fast pace to connect 
the power plant to the national 
grid through Matiari-Lahore High 
Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) 
transmission line. “We are in close 
coordination with the National 
Transmission and Dispatch Co. Ltd. 
to ensure early back energisation 
of unit-1 of the power plant,” he 

said. Back energisation is among 
the first steps in commissioning a 
power plant, in which the plant is 
energised in reverse order through 
the national grid for performing 
various tests on the power plant 
and synchronising it with the na-
tional grid. The back energisation 
will take three to four months after 
which unit-1 will be ready for com-
mercial operations, the official said. 
The company is striving to start 
commercial operations by the end 
of the current year. Both units are 
expected to start electricity produc-
tion early next year, he said.
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Briefs Indian troops 
martyr 

one more 
Kashmiri 

youth 
ISLAMABAD: The local 
forces in their fresh act of 
state terrorism in Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir martyred one more 
Kashmiri youth in Pulwama 
district on Monday morning. 
According to Kashmir Media 
Service, Indian troops and 
paramilitary force during 
cordon and search opera-
tion martyred the youth in 
Chatapora area of Pulwama 
district. – APP

NDMA 
issues fresh 
downpour 

alert 
ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) on 
Monday issued advisory 
for all departments con-
cerned to remain alert as 
series of heavy rains may 
start in the country from 
today.  According to the 
latest advisory released by 
Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, the series of 
torrential rains with winds 
and thundershowers, be-
ginning in upper and cen-
tral parts of the country 
from Monday, will contin-
ue till Wednesday.
The relevant authorities 
including all provincial de-
partments, National High-
way Authority, Frontier 
Works Organisation and 
other institutions asked 
to remain alert and take 
precautionary measures 
to avoid any untoward in-
cidents. The new rain spell 
might trigger landslides in 
vulnerable areas of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Galyat, 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Balti-
stan. The heavy falls my 
generate flash flooding in 
local nullahs in Rawalpindi 
and Islamabad. – APP
 

Addition of 
3,275 MW 
to enhance 

power 
generation 

ISLAMABAD: The total 
installed power generation 
capacity of the country will 
touch to 37,951 MW with the 
addition of 3,275 MW during 
2021-22 in the national grid.  
As per the official data, out 
of total 3,275 MW, the share 
of nuclear energy would be 
1,145 MW, 990 MW coal, 
660 MW wind, 100 MW so-
lar and 380 MW hydel. The 
share of hydel generation in 
installed generation capac-
ity would touched 10,278 
MW, Oil 6,507 MW, RLNG 
6,507 MW, Gas 3,427 MW, 
Coal (imported) 3,960 MW, 
Coal (local) 1,650 MW, Nu-
clear 3635 MW, Wind 1,895  
MW, Solar 500 MW and Ba-
gasse 259 MW.
Meanwhile, an amount of Rs 
91.587 million has been spec-
ified for 13  WAPDA hydro-
power generation projects, 
Rs 15,923 million for 2 nu-
clear power projects and Rs 
5,795 million for eight power 
projects in Azad Jammun and 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan 
in the budget for fiscal year 
2022-23. Similarly, the exist-
ing transmission lines have 
been extended by addition 
of 549 km, 990 km and 1,772 
km on 500 kV, 220 kV and 
ą660 kV respectively   \395.

AIOU 
Commences 

MS, PhD 
Exams from 

June 24
ISLAMABAD: Final examina-
tions of MS/M.Phil and PhD 
programs offered in spring se-
mester 2022 by the faculty of 
social sciences & humanities 
will begin on June 24. These 
exams will continue till July 
6. Datesheet and roll number 
slips are available on CMS 
portal. These exams will take 
place at AIOU’s main campus 
in Islamabad. According to the 
Controller Examinations, Dr. 
MuhammadAjmal Chaudhry, 
date sheets of the programs of-
fered by the Faculty of Scienc-
es,Faculty of Education and 
Faculty of Arabic will also be 
announced soon. – APP

Rains intensify 
threat of 
dengue 

RAWALPINDI: The present 
spell of showers in the Rawalpin-
di region has increased the threat 
of dengue ‘larvae breeding’, 
which requires extraordinary 
measures to handle it urgently 
as the Pakistan Meteorological 
Department predicted more 
rains in the upcoming days.
Chief Executive Officer Dis-
trict Health Authority Dr 
Lubna Ishaq, while talking 
to APP, said that the pre-
vailing weather was suitable 
for breeding dengue larvae 
and asked the concerned 
to remove stagnant water 
in outdoor and household 
settings to stop mosquitoes 
from breeding after rain and 
submerged water. – APP

Over 0.6 mln 
youth to get 
employment 

in Qatar
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Narcotics Control Nawabzada 
Shahzain Bugti on Monday 
said more than 0.6 million peo-
ple would be provided employ-
ment opportunities in Qatar 
in different fields of services 
sector. He said this during his 
meeting with Ambassador of 
Qatar Sheikh Saoud bin Ab-
dulrahman bin Faisal Al-Thani 
here, said a news release is-
sued here. – APP

 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for SAFRON, Senator Muhammad talha Mahmood in a group photo at the occasion of World Refugee Day ceremony at 
Kehkashan Hall, Serena Hotel. – DNA

 

Speakers call for tapping 
handicrafts export potential

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a webinar 
called for tapping and promoting Pakistani 
handicrafts export potential, says a report 
published by Gwadar Pro. The webinar on 
pricing strategies and logistic solutions for 
the export of handicrafts from Pakistan to 
China was jointly organized by the Consu-
late General of Pakistan in Shanghai and the 
Trade Development Authority of Pakistan.
Hussain Haider, Consul General of Pakistan 
in Shanghai on the occasion explained that 
there is a wide range of import prices for 
handicrafts in China depending upon unique 
attributes of the product and its positioning 
in the Chinese market. With the right strate-
gy, handicrafts can become a huge potential 
product for Pakistan to export to China.
On this occasion, Mr. Anderson Wang, 
CEO of Zhejiang Eman Logistics Interna-
tional Company, presented different op-
tions for exporters from Pakistan to ship 
their products to China. His company, 
which also has a warehouse in Karachi, 

can help Pakistani companies ship their 
products to various rigions of China. 
He introduced Pakistan’s permanent pavil-
ion in Yiwu city, Zhejiang province, which 
is managed by his company. He added that 
"we encourage handicraft suppliers from Pa-
kistan to dispatch samples of their products 
for free display in Pakistan’s permanent 
pavilion.” Ms. Echo Li, Senior Partner in 
St. Fulin Group, said that in the Chinese 
market, high prices are not impediments to 
sales. Chinese buyers are willing to pay high 
prices for handicrafts that meet their tastes 
and requirements. She underlined the need 
to highlight culture, history and unique 
style of handicrafts to optimize their sales 
in China. In promoting the handicrafts in-
dustry, Directorate of Creative and Cultural 
Industries, Punjab Small Industries Corpo-
ration (PSIC) has completed the publication 
of several books on different regional crafts 
and provided training in design and capacity 
building to the artisans. 
Artisans are also offered interest-free 
loans. Sikandar Hayat, Assistant Director, 
Creative & Cultural Industries, PSIC, be-
lieves that special hubs and centers may 

be established where artisans may be 
guided for linkages and sale of handicrafts 
in all the potential countries. Zhang Bing, 
a Chinese businessman who has been 
manufacturing and trading handicrafts to 
China in Pakistan for 8 years, told Gwadar 
Pro that Pakistani jade and gems are very 
popular with Chinese consumers. “Com-
pared with the raw materials of Chinese 
handicrafts, Pakistan’s natural raw ma-
terials have great advantages.  The com-
plicated textures of Islamic flowers and 
animals are very exquisite. In addition 
to gem-inlaid decorations, wall paintings 
made of natural stone are admired by Chi-
nese consumers.” He further said that 
“if Pakistani craftsmen can improve their 
quality control from material selection to 
production and straighten out their sales 
channels, they will definitely expand their 
exports to China and other countries.”
“Pakistan has a rich history and culture 
and excellent craftsmanship. However, 
we are mostly unable to access the inter-
national handicrafts market. We need to 
review our strategy to promote our hand-
icrafts to the world by raising awareness, 

such as holding exhibitions for handi-
crafts, utilizing E-marketing channels, 
etc.,"Dr. Sana Durrani, Chairperson of 
Balochistan Women Business Association 
and Executive Director of Handicrafts 
Brand GHINDAA said in a recent inter-
view with Gwadar Pro.
Under the leadership of Dr. Sana Durrani, 
more than 400 poor women were trained in 
handicraft skills in 3 districts of Balochistan. 
The development of handicrafts is not only 
an important source of income for Pakistani 
women but also the inheritance and innova-
tion of traditional culture. 
Very restricted handicrafts of Pakistan 
are exported to other countries as it 
lacks market surveys and sales chan-
nels. Chinese people like cultural prod-
ucts, and with the continuous improve-
ment of the country's economy, the size 
of the handicraft market and consumer 
expenditure continue to grow.  Accord-
ingly, it is important to provide insights 
from the industry in China on how to 
best price handicrafts and provide logis-
tics solutions for prospective and exist-
ing Pakistani exporters.

 

Capital’s air quality 
becomes healthy 

after rainfalls
ISLAMABAD: The air quality of the federal 
capital on Monday became healthy after the 
recent heavy rainfalls turned the weather 
serene and pollution-free. 
The air quality was healthy as suspended 
particles were recorded below permissible 
limits in the atmosphere along with the 
pollutants' ratio due to consistent rainy 
weather and reduced vehicular traffic on 
the roads. The air quality data has been 
collected by Pakistan Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (Pak-EPA) that monitors air 
pollutants ratio for 24 hours based on three 
intervals of eight hours data collection from 
different locations. 
The Pak-EPA data revealed that the air qual-
ity throughout the three intervals of data 
monitoring remained low as the pollutants 
were below the permissible limits of nation-
al environmental quality standards (NEQS). 
The hazardous air pollutant particulate 
matter of 2.5 microns (PM2.5), which was 
a lethal atmospheric contaminant, remained 
16.33 micro grammes per cubic meter on 
average, which is lower than the NEQS of 
35 mic-programmes per cubic meter and 
denotes the air quality healthy. 
The PM2.5 is generated through combustion 
of an engine, industrial emissions, burning 
garbage or inflammable material and dust 
blown up by fast moving cars plying on non-ce-
mented patches of the roads. Moreover, the 
frequent forest fires in the federal capital also 
created high suspended particles, dust and 
particulate matter in the atmosphere.    How-
ever, a spike was witnessed during the peak 

hours of hot dry weather in the past week that 
was mainly due to congestion of automobiles 
plying on the roads after schools vans, office 
buses and public cars caused congestion on 
the main thoroughfares, an official of EPA told 
APP. The particulate matter had remained 
above the permissible limits beyond 40 mi-
crons prior to the onset of rainfall which was 
mainly due to persistent hot and dry weather.
The nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and sulphur 
dioxide (SO2) were recorded below per-
missible ratio as it were recorded 3.99 and 
11.33 micro-grammes per cubic meter in 
past 24 hours in the atmosphere against 
the NEQS of 80 and 120 micro-grammes 
per cubic meter respectively.  These efflu-
ents were mainly produced during the op-
erational activities of industrial plants and 
factories that were already under control, 
he said.  He urged the masses with respira-
tory conditions and other critical heart or 
lungs diseases to avoid prolonged outdoor 
visits and wear face coverings and goggles 
when the air quality was unhealthy while 
venturing outdoors.  The Pakistan Mete-
orological Department had also cautioned 
of torrential rains expected from Monday 
(June 20) night to Wednesday (June 22) 
due to a strong weather system entering 
the upper and central parts of the coun-
try on Monday that would result into an 
inclement weather.  The US Embassy air 
quality data also reported good air quality 
in the Capital with 25 AQI that denoted 
less prevalence of PM2.5 and other at-
mospheric pollutants. 

SAARC CCI urges 
SA states to reshape 

monetary policies
ISLAMABAD: President SAARC Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry Iftikhar 
Ali Malik Monday urged the South 
Asian countries to carefully reshape 
their  monetary and fiscal policies to 
counter external shocks and protect the 
vulnerable while laying the foundation 
of green,resilient and inclusive growth 
in the wake of Russia-Ukraine conflict. 
Talking to a delegation of women entre-
preneurs led by Maheen Kashif the pop-
ular octogenarian trade leader said that 
conflict will gradually slide down the 
growth of fragile and uneven South Asia 
due to persistent economic challenges. 

He said South Asian countries are al-
ready grappling with rising commodity 
prices,supply bottlenecks and vulnera-
bilities in financial sector.
He feared the conflict will put the world 
on the brink of food crisis paving way for 
starvation of millions.He said rising fuel 
prices have sparked a frantic search for 
alternative energy and those crops are 
increasingly attractive besides skyrock-
eting food prices will ignite protests and 
unrest. He said war will amplify those 
challenges further contributing to infla-
tion,increasing fiscal deficits and deteri-
orating current account balance. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Girls take keen interest in traditional truck art plates during handmade handicraft 
exhibition titled “Evening with crafts”. – DNA
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Academia and 
industries must 

collaborate

Assange and 
West’s ‘freedom’

MuhaMMad OMar IftIkhar
 

T here is a need for academia to work in collaboration with 
the industries. The universities and especially the business 
schools should have a close link with organizations that are 

related to the courses and degree programs the business schools are 
offering. Industry experts should be invited by the universities to 
share their experiences and insights. This will provide the students 
with practical and relevant information about Pakistan’s industrial 
outlook that is not available in textbooks. The teachers should also 
plan a meeting with industry professionals and take their students 
with them. For instance, the students studying Supply Chain and 
Logistics should visit companies where supply chain and logistics 
are a part of their daily operations. 
The students of Entrepreneurship can meet entrepreneurs who be-
gan from scratch and are running their businesses successfully. Such 
interactions will provide students with the practicalities of life and 
what actions one must pursue to become a success. While the busi-
ness schools are endeavoring to create linkages with industries, the 
efforts must be streamlined and planned accordingly. Each university 
must invite at least ten businessmen, entrepreneurs, or heads of de-
partments every month. The discussions with the guests will broaden 
the students’ mental horizons. They will also relate the classroom 
lectures with the real-world insights the guests will share. Moreover, 
such interactions will also enhance the thought process of the faculty 
members who should remain updated with what is happening in the 
industrial sectors of Pakistan and abroad. Such an academia-indus-
try collaboration should begin from the schools and colleges. Every 
school and college should invite two to three industry experts every 
month who can share the basic idea of what companies do. This will 
enlighten the students about the workflow so it may facilitate their 
learning once they enter a professional college or university after 
passing their intermediate or A-levels.   

T he United States and its allies such as the United Kingdom like 
to portray themselves as champions of freedom of speech. The 
US lawmakers proposing the China Social Media Reciprocity 

Act claim that information, whatever its intended purpose, should flow 
freely in cyberspace, accusing China of blocking the free flow of “ideas” 
espoused by the US on Chinese social media. The hounding of Julian 
Assange, founder of WikiLeaks by the US shows the hypocrisy of their 
words. Fighting extradition to the US, the Australian citizen was in exile 
for two years, sought asylum in the embassy of Ecuador to the UK for 
seven years, and has since been imprisoned by the UK for three years. 
On Friday, the UK government finally authorized his extradition after the 
UK High Court overturned a lower court ruling against his extradition.
In its initial extradition request in 2019, the US Department of Justice 
charged Assange with conspiracy to break into a classified computer sys-
tem to obtain “national defense information”. It issued a new indictment 
12 days later, charging Assange with 17 counts under the US Espionage 
Act. The charges relate to the 750,000 classified US documents and dip-
lomatic cables that were published by WikiLeaks that exposed secret US 
military operations and the inner workings of US diplomacy, as well as 
possible war crimes and the use of torture by the US military.
While Assange and his supporters defend his actions as freedom of the 
press, the US authorities disagree and regard him as a “foreign threat” 
and WikiLeaks as a “hostile intelligence service”.
Which is a revealing about-face, as when Assange founded WikiLeaks in 
2006 the US paid little attention to it. It was not until Assange published 
the large numbers of US documents relating to its wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq that the US charged him with spying.
Clearly, while it is okay to leak other countries’ documents, it is 
a grave offense to leak those of the US. The US likes to pursue 
such political lawsuits. Meng Wanzhou, chief financial officer of 
Huawei, was detained by the Canadian police on Dec 1, 2018 at the 
request of the US, which cited a trumped-up economic charge to 
cover its true political motives. Assange’s lawyer says he will ap-
peal the UK government’s decision, so his legal battle will contin-
ue to drag on. But his case has already torn the fig leafs from the 
claims of the US and the UK that they are bastions of free speech.
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T he people of Kazakhstan ostensibly 
set the basis for a new Kazakhstan 
when they voted overwhelmingly in 

favour of the Referendum that took place on 
Sunday, June 05, 2022 to determine whether 
the people wanted to have a new look-country 
with more powers to the parliament and the 
people. As announced by the Central Election 
Commissioner 77.18 per cent of the popula-
tion voted in favour of the referendum. The 
officials of the Central Election Commission 
further told the media that out of over 11 
million eligible voters over 07 million voters 
took part in the exercise. The turnout thus 
remained at 68.6 per cent. Those who voted 
against stood at 18.6 percent while 2.58 votes 

were declared inva-
lid.
The election commis-
sion officials termed 

the entire election 
drill as satisfactory 
and according to them 
no issues whatsoever 
were reported from 
anywhere. The com-
mission also praised 
the government for 
extending its full sup-
port to all those con-
ducting the election. 
The Secretary Gen-
eral of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO), Zhang 
Ming in his briefing 
lauded the role of the 
Kazakh authorities 
for making befitting 
arrangements for the 
successful holding of 
the referendum. He 
said his mission visit-
ed a number of polling 
stations and found no 
violations anywhere.
The SCO Secretary 
General further said 
the Kazakh Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs 
spared no efforts in 
facilitating the foreign 
delegates for efficient 
performances of their 
duties such as mon-
itoring and physical 
visits to the polling 

stations.The Russian representative was also 
all praise for the Kazakh authorities for making 
excellent arrangements. He said he visited a 
number of polling stations located outside of 
Nur Sultan randomly. He was happy to see the 
enthusiasm and interest with which people 
thronged to the stations to cast their votes.
The referendum exercise drew huge interest 
from all and sundry. This scribe visited a num-
ber of polling stations in the Capital Nur Sul-
tan and the suburban areas. A brief chat with 
the people at each polling station showed how 
keen were the people to have the new system 
in place.After the referendum the Kazakh con-
stitution will see a lot of changes with a view 
to turning the current super-presidential sys-

tem into an inclusive presidential system. The 
changes seek to grant more powers to the par-
liament and the people of Kazakhstan. 33 out 
of 99 Articles shall be amended plus two new 
articles shall be introduced.
The amendments are aimed at a significant 
transformation of Kazakhstan’s political sys-
tem. Their objective is to expand citizen par-
ticipation in state governance and ensure sub-
stantial democratization of political processes. 
After these reforms Kazakhstan will now be-
come a Presidential system from a super-presi-
dential form of government. They will enhance 
the multi-party system and create new oppor-
tunities for the participation of all citizens in 
the electoral processes. The emergence of 
new political parties is expected to cover al-
most the entire electoral landscape.
The creation of the new Kazakhstan goes 
side by side with the concept of building a 
Second Republic, which envisions the mod-
ernization of the model of state governance. 
These measures make it clear that Kazakh-
stan’s leadership is well aware of the prob-
lems in society and is making every effort 
to address thorny issues through reforms 
in the political and economic spheres of the 
country. During our briefing with the Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Mr. Roman Vassilenko 
when I asked him as to how the Referendum 
may impact upon the foreign policy of the 
country, he said, the reforms will lead to a 
new level of democratization in the coun-
try, never seen before adding reforms mat-
ter outside of Kazakhstan because through 
these reforms the country has demonstrated 
that it is embracing political principles that 
are most respected and valued in the inter-
national community; particularly by counties 
with developed democracies. It means that 
Kazakhstan can be counted upon to stand 
on the side of political progress, to show re-
spect for international law, and to contribute 
to global security and development.
The amendments would also cut the powers 
of the president and ban the membership of 
the President in political parties for the period 
of his presidency. Similarly a ban at the con-
stitutional level for the close relatives of the 
President on holding managerial positions in 
state and quasi state structures has also been 
introduced. As per the new changes a constitu-
tional court shall also be established. Anyone 
who finds that legal acts violate their constitu-
tional rights would be able to apply to the court 
and get protection. Death penalty has also 
been prohibited through there were hardly any 

death penalties in Kazakhstan.
Kazakhstan has experienced significant chal-
lenges in the first half of 2022, predominantly 
the tragic events in January, when Kazakhstan 
suffered the worst violence in its thirty years 
as an independence state following an armed 
coup attempt by terrorist and criminal groups. 
Yet rather than look inward, the government 
of Kazakhstan has used these challenges as an 
opportunity to transform the country into a 
new Kazakhstan.
 It is also true that establishment of a new Ka-
zakhstan will not happen overnight. It is indeed 
a deep and long process of social transforma-
tion, but as it goes, where there is will, there is 
way. The Kazakh government under the leader-
ship of President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev has 
taken upon itself the onus of building a new 
Kazakhstan and that too in a very short span 
of time. As the SCO Secretary General said in 
his briefing, the Kazakh government is doing 
an excellent job by empowering its people and 
giving them their rights with the ultimate goal 
of true democratization of the country.
From a tourist point of view, Kazakhstan has 
a lot to offer to the visitors. During the week-
long visit I could only visit a few places in the 
Capital Nur Sultan and Burabay, a tourist re-
sort located 250 KMs away from the Capital. 
Nur Sultan can rightly be called the City of 
the Future. The city abounds in a number of 
high rises. The infrastructural development 
is phenomenal. Inflation, like other countries, 
has also hit Kazakhstan but even then prices 
of especially the daily use items have not been 
allowed to sky-rocket.
People are friendly and hospitable. Kazakh-
stan, among the Central Asian states, happens 
to be the largest country with a population of 
around 19 million. After the reforms, the coun-
try is likely to expand its outreach to the outer 
world with a view to not only fetch more and 
more Foreign Direct Investments (FDIs) but to 
sell its products in various world markets.
Both Pakistan and Kazakhstan have a lot in 
common. Desire and interest is there to ex-
pand bilateral cooperation. As announced by 
the Ambassador of Kazakhstan, direct flights 
between the two countries may start in Sep-
tember this year, which means bilateral rela-
tions will get a considerable boost. Then, direct 
flight from Lahore to Almaty will be yet anoth-
er good excuse for people of both counties to 
diversify their trade and business relations par-
ticularly.Regional connectivity is yet another 
area where the Kazakh leadership would like 
to see the progress sooner rather than later.  

Kazakhstan, being located in the very heart of 
Eurasia, is strategically interested in turning to 
be a regional transportation hub. This is in the 
best interests of not only Kazakhstan, but also 
of other countries. This is also true for coun-
tries of South Asia, like Pakistan, through the 
territory of Afghanistan.
There is no denying the fact that the leadership 
of Kazakhstan genuinely wants to promote 
peace and stability in the region especially. At 
the same time the Kazakh leadership wishes 
to have a safer world free from elements of 
mass destruction. Since Soviet times, all major 
nuclear facilities have been located in Kazakh-
stan. After the independence, the Kazakh lead-
ers decided to do away with all sorts of nuclear 
facilities with a view to send a message to the 
outer world that Kazakhstan desires peace at 
home and peace abroad. The anti-nuclear poli-
cy of the Kazakh government has been widely 
hailed by the world. It was after the decision 
of the Kazakhstan leadership to wind up the 
nuclear facilities, that the other counties hav-
ing similar facilities came under huge pressure 
to also abandon these facilities for the ultimate 
good and well being of humanity.
Summing up, one should hope that after the 
constitutional amendments Kazakhstan will 
appear on the world map as a democratic coun-
try whose leadership earnestly wants to share 
power with the people of Kazakhstan. More 
power to the parliament will definitely place 
the MPs in a much better position to play an ac-
tive and cardinal role in law making and other 
related parliamentary businesses. Power shar-
ing ostensibly is a difficult call. The Kazakh 
President Mr. Tokayev has accepted this chal-
lenge especially keeping in view the fate of the 
Soviet Union when the then President Mikhail 
Gorbachev decided to democratize the country 
and that move had led to the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union.
President Tokayev and his aides are confident 
that nothing of that sort will happen in Kazakh-
stan as the new reforms and constitutional 
changes seek to not only empower the Kazakh 
people but they also ensure a better and pros-
perous future for them. The way Kazakhstan is 
positioning itself in the comity of nations and 
the way an economic turn-around is being put 
in place, one can easily predict that Kazakh-
stan is going to be a leading developed country 
in the years to come.

The writer is the Editor Daily Islamabad 
POST, Centreline magazine and DNA News 
Agency. Email: dailyisbpost@gmail.com

F or more than half a century, US en-
gagement across the Arab region, and 
the wider world, has been premised on 

“preventive diplomacy,” which entailed know-
ing more about foreign nations and their cit-
izens than any other country on the planet.
It meant that US embassies were right-sized, 
well-financed, adequately staffed and well-pre-

pared to deal with 
emergent crises 
that could eventu-
ally spawn threats 

or leave Washington 
exposed and vulnera-
ble in endless, quar-
relsome quagmires 
abroad.
At one point, the State 
Department was usu-
ally the first port of 
call during innumer-
able efforts to, for 
instance, de-escalate 
tensions and prevent 
conflicts around the 
globe. A massive 
diplomatic footprint 
allowed for careful 
and effective interven-
tions that channeled 
aid and comfort to al-
lies, along with clear 
channels to telegraph 
the intentions of the 
White House to known 
adversaries who were 
not keen on getting 
caught on the wrong 
side of America’s ire.
In a nutshell, every-
day diplomacy made 
it easier for the US 
not only to navigate 
complex landscapes 

the world over, but to lead a liberal glob-
al order on the cusp of maturity given the 
demise of the Soviet Union. Up until the 
disastrous War on Terror, it was the tire-
less, and often thankless, efforts by State 
Department personnel to build or rebuild 
institutions that safeguarded American 
interests abroad, long before belligerents 

and adversaries resorted to the force of 
arms to service their nefarious aims.
Unfortunately, that was then. Now, American 
diplomacy is tinged with a profound reluc-
tance to engage meaningfully, or forcefully, 
for example to help settle quarrels that have 
subsequently spilled over into extraterrito-
rial proxy affairs in Libya and Syria. Mean-
while, an ill-timed “pivot” to Asia and Europe 
has only sparked a scramble among regional 
powers to establish their own hegemonies 
across the Arab region.
Since 2011, the American capacity to in-
tervene in conflicts, build post-war insti-
tutions and guide transitions competently 
has sharply declined, guided by an illogi-
cal aversion to risk that has resulted in a 
reduced US presence in several parts of 
the Middle East. The consequences of that 
blunder in decision-making are already 
playing out in Afghanistan, Syria, Lebanon, 
Tunisia and Iraq, to name but a few.
Prior to the disastrous War on Terror, 
American engagement across the Arab 
world was defined by a characteristic en-
during, knowledgeable and consistent 
presence that was immune to Washington’s 
constantly shifting political winds. A hall-
mark of this steady, dependable presence 
was the cultivating of deeply embedded 
contacts, which made it possible to devel-
op local understanding and make its find-
ings or conclusions intrinsic to policymak-
ing and broader strategic maneuvering.
After the 2012 Benghazi attack, however, 
the State Department began to prioritize 
risk aversion, introducing bureaucratic se-
curity processes or over-cautious restric-
tions that left staffers, civilians and others 
sequestered in embassies and unable to 
fully engage with counterparts in a part of 
the world with relationship-based societies 
that emphasize personal contact.
In the years since, a knee-jerk response 

that prioritizes safety over cultivating 
crucial relationships to safeguard Amer-
ican interests has created an unsustain-
able model for engagement that is partly 
responsible for the disappointing crisis 
response in Libya. There, Washington ap-
pears as a lumbering, disinterested reac-
tionary, far too comfortable taking a back-
seat to the competing external interests 
seeking to dominate a landscape battered 
by conflict and political malaise, despite 
its still palpable influence on the North Af-
rican country’s trajectory in its quest for 
full democratization.
Even after other Western embassies have 
returned to Libya, the US and Canada 
remain notable exceptions, preferring in-
stead to run their operations from neigh-
boring Tunisia, which is currently belea-
guered by its own political crisis due to a 
presidential “self-coup.”
Unsurprisingly, Washington is also strangely 
passive in its response to the worsening po-
litical and economic situation in Tunis, even 
as the initial enthusiasm for President Kais 
Saied’s power grab has cooled, which should 
have elicited a forceful response urging the 
return to, and promotion of, consensual dem-
ocratic solutions to Tunisia’s crises.
This prioritization of risk aversion in dip-
lomatic engagement is clearly depriving 
Washington of much-needed local knowl-
edge and understanding, thus making it 
more challenging to foresee grave threats, 
let alone craft effective preemptive action.
Granted, the post-9/11 era has significantly 
altered the Middle East and North Africa 
region, and the ensuing “hard power game” 
between Moscow, Beijing and Washington 
makes it impossible for the State Depart-
ment to simply return to any sort of pseu-
do-MENA-centric posture. However, the US 
must not unilaterally disarm itself by retreat-
ing from areas where others are stepping up.

The foreign policy community in Washington 
must surrender the zero-sum view that Amer-
ica can only pursue its interests in the region 
by taking on a maximalist agenda or through a 
complete remaking of the Middle East.
Indeed, while there is broad consensus that the 
previous two decades of the post-War on Terror 
world have produced far too few successes, the 
jury is still out on what America’s posture in 
the Arab world should be and whether it can 
meet with “success” — whatever that means.
It is this ambivalence and uncharacteristic 
waffling that has driven a few of America’s 
partners in the region to seek out new rela-
tionships and make new calculations in their 
engagement with the US going forward.
Clearly, the priority for the State Department 
should not only be insisting on an enduring 
presence but also a return to the dynamic 
engagement of the pre-9/11 world, which 
balanced security interests with economic, 
political and mutually beneficial cooperation 
across a range of arenas, not excluding re-
pairing the Arab world’s broken food, water 
and energy nexus. That level of engagement 
would require more-involved contact and 
forceful demonstrations of intent, instead of 
the current muted responses and absence.
At this rate, America’s waning Middle East di-
plomacy only serves to act as a stalking horse 
for geopolitical rivals who do not want to re-
peat Washington’s failures and end up spend-
ing blood, treasure and diplomatic capital in 
pursuit of narrow, out-of-touch aims.
Without a much-needed turnaround, only trag-
edy awaits. After all, a frequent conclusion of 
American foreign policy is often that where 
the State Department retreats, a Pentagon 
hammer emerges — one that sees almost every 
convulsion as a nail rather than a development 
that is in equal parts concerning and an oppor-
tunity to influence outcomes.
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Hubert Hurkacz 
clinches Halle 

Open title
HALLE: Hubert Hurkacz put on one of the best per-
formances of the 2022 grass season so far, dismantling 
world number one Daniil Medvedev in the final of the 
Halle Open to claim his first title of the year.
Hurkacz broke Medvedev three times en route to a 
6-1, 6-4 victory on grass, which gave him his first 
tour-level prize. The 2021 Wimbledon semi-finalist 
was imperious behind his serve and powerful from 
the baseline as he cruised to his first ATP 500 
title in 63 minutes.
The fifth seed will move up two spots to number 10 in 
the ATP Live Rankings after winning his fifth tour-level 
event. He joins Carlos Alcaraz, the current World No. 
7, as the seventh player in the Open Era to win his first 
five tour-level championship matches.
For the second week in a row, Medvedev was in a grass-
court final. The World No. 1 struggled to find his top-level 
throughout the title match, just as he did against Tim Van 
Rijthoven in’s-Hertogenbosch a week ago.
Medvedev is now 0-3 in tour-level finals in 2022, and 
he’s still looking for his first triumph since winning the 
US Open in September.
Hurkacz now has a 3-2 advantage over Medvedev in their 
ATP Head2Head series. The 25-year-old also won the 
pair’s only prior matching this season, at the Miami Open 
presented by Itau quarter-finals in March. – DNA
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Briefs
Deal with 

IMF within 
two days
From PAge 01

objection over the increase 
in the salaries of the gov-
ernment employees. He 
also added that income tax 
exemption announced for 
salaried individuals will not 
be withdrawn and the gov-
ernment will shield those 
earning less than Rs1.2 mil-
lion annually.  The finance 
minister said only the rich 
will be taxed while the poor 
will be given a relief.
The government is looking 
for new avenues to increase 
burden on the rich and may 
impose taxes on gifts, jack 
up rates for corporate sec-
tors as well as allow uncon-
ditional import of gold to 
bring it into the tax ambit.
Other measures are also 
being considered to bridge 
gaps with the International 
Monetary Fund before the 
end of the month. The global 
lender still sees the govern-
ment’s budget numbers un-
realistic that require more 
taxation measures along 
with cuts in expenditures.
The Finance Bill 2022-23 
that Miftah Ismail tabled in 
the National Assembly on 
June 10 may undergo some 
major changes to raise max-
imum tax from the rich.
In addition to finding more 
sources of income to the 
satisfaction of the IMF, 
the government also wants 
to give a message to the 
less-privileged classes that 
the elite class is also paying 
more than their usual annu-
al tax contribution, accord-
ing to the sources.
Pakistan is halfway through 
a $6 billion, 39-month IMF 
programme that had stalled 
over the lender’s concerns 
over the status of some of 
its objectives, including fis-
cal consolidation. The next 
tranche that Pakistan is to 
receive upon a successful 
review is $900 million, and 
a green light from the IMF 
would also open up other 
global funding avenues. 
The finance minister said 
that Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif was angry over 
the tax hike and urged to 
reduce the tax burden on 
masses. He said the govern-
ment refunds of pharmaceu-
tical companies will be reim-
bursed in the next four days.

Dollar soars 
past Rs210..

From PAge 01
“The dearth of dollar at 
banks resulted in low or 
negative swap premiums 
as the country’s foreign ex-
change reserves continue to 
run dry,” he pointed out.
An announcement from the 
IMF regarding the revival of 
the loan programme or up-
dates on inflows from China 
could help stablise the ex-
change rate, Naseer added.

French 
envoy...
From PAge 01

It is a key milestone in the 
projects. Colleagues from 
Europe will have the first 
opportunity to deepen their 
understanding of Pakistan. 
This trip is also the start 
of many visits to all partner 
nations in EU across the 
remainder of the project. 
Connecting in person, peer 
to peer, faculty to faculty, 
Institution to institution will 
bolster the collaborative 
and capacity building efforts 
and ensure sustainable im-
pact of the B-International 
project and the connections 
regarding Higher Educa-
tion between Pakistan, UK, 
France, Italy and Spain.

Russia’s 
grain...

From PAge 01
The 27-nation bloc has 
struggled to counter Mos-
cow’s claims that rising 
prices and shortfalls in 
the Middle East and Afri-
ca are down to EU sanc-
tions imposed over the 
invasion of Ukraine.  “I 
want to insist that it’s not 
European sanctions that 
are creating this crisis -- 
our sanctions don’t target 
food, don’t target fertil-
isers,” Borrell said. 
“The problem comes 
from the Russian block-
ade of Ukrainian grains.” 
French Foreign Minister 
Catherine Colonna in-
sisted that “Russia must 
stop playing with global 
hunger” as it seeks lev-
erage on the West.
“Leaving cereals blocked is 
dangerous for stability in 
the world,” she said. – APP

Russia to 
‘intensify’...

From PAge 01
Earlier, Zelensky vowed his 
troops would not give up 
the south of the country, 
after he visited the frontline 
there. But Zelensky’s defi-
ance came as NATO’s chief 
Jens Stoltenberg warned 
that the war could grind on 
“for years” and urged West-
ern countries to be ready to 
offer long-term military, po-
litical and economic aid.
“We must not weaken in our 
support of Ukraine, even if 
the costs are high -- not only 
in terms of military support 
but also because of rising 
energy and food prices,” 
Stoltenberg told German 
daily newspaper Bild.
British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson issued a similar 
warning, saying a failure to 
provide sustained support 
for Kyiv would risk “the 
greatest victory for aggres-
sion” since World War II.
Ukraine has repeatedly 
urged Western countries to 
step up their deliveries of 
arms since the February 24 
invasion, despite warnings 
from nuclear-armed Russia 
that it could trigger wider 
conflict. Zelensky spoke 
Sunday after making a rare 
trip outside Kyiv a day earli-
er to the hold-out Black Sea 
city of Mykolaiv, where he 
visited troops nearby and in 
the neighbouring Odessa re-
gion for the first time since 
the invasion.

President 
rejects NAB 
(Amend) bill 

From PAge 01
incident when asked about 
source of extra cloth in his 
cloak. The onus in finan-
cial crimes is on the ac-
cused to provide a money 
trail. “Unfortunately there 
were flaws in NAB’s imple-
mentation. It was misused 
for political exigencies by 
those in power & by vest-
ed interests. While public 
clamored for return of 
looted wealth, long judicial 
processes & poor prosecu-
tion failed most efforts.
 Instead of improving the 
law to avoid miscarriage, 
to close loopholes & make 
it stronger, we are weaken-
ing it beyond recognition. 
These changes will demol-
ish accountability, creating 
a façade of justice that bla-
tantly hides a corrupt elite 
capture ensuring exploita-
tion of the common man in 
an unjust society.
“Poor will continue to be 
jailed for petty crimes while 
corrupt rich will be free to 
loot & plunder. He said that: 
I personally abide by the 
Constitution, we must act 
upon injunctions of Quran 
and Sunnah, and above all I 
am answerable to Allah ask-
ing for His forgiveness.”

‘New NAB 
law will... 
From PAge 01

“Entire economy and polit-
ical system of Pakistan was 
derailed through US-backed 
regime change conspiracy 
simply to give this cabal 
of crooks another NRO. 
PMLN’s Dastgir confirmed 
this,” said Khan.
“Today, with this one 
amended NAB law we are 
heading towards destruc-
tion by removing white col-
lar criminals from accounta-
bility,” he wrote.
The PTI chairman further 
noted that at a time when 
Pakistan s economy had 
stabilised and was mov-
ing towards sustainable 
growth of 6%, the conspir-
ators chose to destabilise 
Pakistan by sending the 
economy into a tailspin 
and dropping a price bomb 
on people — “just to give 
these criminals NRO”.

Sheikh Sudais unveils biggest 
operational plan for Hajj

Sheikh Abdulrahman Al-Sudais, president of the General Presidency for the 
Affairs of the Two Holy Mosques, launched the plan in the presence of the 

minister of Hajj and Umrah, Tawfiq Al-Rabiah, and the director of the General 
Directorate of Public Security, Lt. Gen. Mohammed Abdullah Al-Bassami

NewS deSk

MECCA: Saudi Arabia’s General 
Presidency for the Affairs of the 
Two Holy Mosques on Sunday 
launched its operational plan for 
this year’s Hajj season. The pres-
idency confirmed its readiness to 
receive 1 million pilgrims, saying 
that it has mobilized 10,000 male 
and female employees and work-
ers to serve the worshippers.
Sheikh Abdulrahman Al-Sudais, 
president of the General Presiden-
cy for the Affairs of the Two Holy 
Mosques, launched the plan in the 
presence of the minister of Hajj 
and Umrah, Tawfiq Al-Rabiah, and 
the director of the General Direc-
torate of Public Security, Lt. Gen. 
Mohammed Abdullah Al-Bassami.
Al-Sudais said that all topics, ser-
vices and programs were being fol-
lowed up minute by minute to en-
sure the highest quality, through a 
set of indicators supervised by the 
presidency around the clock.
He said that the presidency had 
launched smart applications and 
electronic platforms that would 
facilitate and enrich visitors’ 
experiences, revealing that the 

number of beneficiaries of this 
digital service had reached more 
than 160 million. Al-Sudais said 
that the presidency has allocated 
King Abdulaziz Gate, King Fahd 
Gate, and Bab Al-Salam Gate for 
the entry of pilgrims and visitors, 
adding that the presidency has 

allocated a total of 144 gates for 
the entry of worshippers to the 
Grand Mosque. In addition, the 
presidency is working on dis-
tributing 3 million Zamzam wa-
ter bottles a day in the Grand 
Mosque, and 1 million Zamzam 
water bottles in the holy sites.

Al-Sudais said that the full oper-
ational capacity of chapels of the 
third expansion, the outer court-
yards and the King Fahd expan-
sion has been completed. The 
courtyard will be dedicated solely 
to pilgrims, with the allocation of 
special chapels in the basement, 

and the ground and first floors to 
perform the Tawaf ritual.
He said that the presidency had 
implemented the highest stand-
ards of environmental protection 
in the services provided in the 
Two Holy Mosques. “Thank God, 
it was confirmed that the two Hajj 
seasons for the past two years 
were free from any epidemic cas-
es inside the Two Holy Mosques, 
noting that the environment of the 
Grand Mosque was the most steri-
lized worldwide,” he said.
A diverse package of services 
had been prepared to empower 
pilgrims, facilitate their rituals 
and enrich their experience, 
especially since this year’s Hajj 
season comes after two Hajj 
seasons that were exceptional 
in their organization, enabling 
people to perform their rituals 
while procuring the ideal healthy 
religious atmosphere.
Al-Sudais said that 2,000 elec-
tric vehicles had been provided 
to serve the elderly and people 
with disabilities, in addition 
to providing 500 engineering 
staff, and that the sermon of 
Arafa would be translated into 
10 different languages.

HANOI: Ambassador of Pakistan to Vietnam and Laos participated, along with the Commercial Secretary, in the Forum 
"Vietnamese Lychees Go Global" hosted by the Ministry of Information and Communications. – DNA

BEIJING: Celebrated Chinese figure skating gold medalist of Beijing Winter Olympics Zhang Dan 
posing for a photo with children as she visits Pakistan embassy Beijing. – DNA

Verstappen wins 
Canadian Grand Prix

SportS deSk

MONTREAL: World cham-
pion Max Verstappen in-
creased his lead in this 
year's Formula One title 
race on Sunday when he 
drove his Red Bull to a 
thrilling victory in a close-
ly-fought Canadian Grand 
Prix. The 24-year-old Dutch-
man controlled a tactical 
race from pole position 
through three safety car 
interventions and resisted 
intense late pressure from 
Ferrari's Carlos Sainz to win 
by under a  second.
Seven-time world champion 
Lewis Hamilton, who on Fri-
day declared his car as "un-
driveable", came home third 
for Mercedes to claim his 
second podium of a difficult 
season ahead of team-mate 

George Russell in fourth. It 
was Verstappen's first Canadi-
an victory in his 150th career 
start, his sixth this year and 
the 26th of his career, hoist-
ing him 46 points clear of his 
rivals in the championship.
"I was giving it everything," 
said Verstappen. "But so 
was Carlos. He was push-
ing, charging, pushing, 
charging. Naturally, it's easi-
er to charge with DRS! I had 
fun today." Sainz said: "We 
were quicker, faster all race, 
but it's difficult to overtake 
round here. I'm particularly 
happy with the race pace 
and with the pressure we 
put on Max." Hamilton, a 
record seven-time winner in 
Montreal, cheered the big 
crowd - part of a weekend 
attendance of 338,000 - and 
said he was "overwhelmed 
to get third place. It's been 

quite a battle, but we've 
never given up. I've been 
inspired by my crew."
Ferrari's Charles Leclerc, 
who started at the back of 
the grid after taking a penal-
ty for a new engine, finished 
fifth ahead of Esteban Ocon 
of Alpine. ValtteriBottas 
and his Alfa Romeo team-
mate Zhou Guanyu were 
later promoted to seventh 
and eighth after Fernando 
Alonso in an Alpine was pe-
nalised five seconds for his 
defending against Bottas.
The Spaniard slipped to 
ninth with Lance Stroll 10th 
for Aston Martin.
After Saturday's deluge, the 
race began with a mixed-
up 'wet' grid - with Leclerc, 
Perez and several others 
out of their normal race 
positions -- as Verstappen 
made a clean start from his 

15th pole position to take 
control. Behind him, Kevin 
Magnussen made a dazzling 
departure from fifth to chal-
lenge Hamilton, but the 
Briton resisted and retained 
fourth as the order settled, 
Russell making his move 
early to pass Mick Schu-
macher for seventh.
On lap three, Sainz passed 
Alonso, who had been una-
ble to deliver the attacking 
start he promised, to take 
second and begin his pursuit 
of Verstappen. Perez suffered 
ill-luck on lap nine when, bat-
tling in midfield after start-
ing 13th, his Red Bull lost 
drive at Turn 13. "I've lost 
the engine, man," he told 
the team as a Virtual Safety 
Car (VSC) was deployed and 
Verstappen and Hamilton 
pitted promptly to switch 
from mediums to hards.

Pakistan Cricket Board holds 
General Body meeting

LAHORE: The PCB General Body meeting 
took place at the National High Performance 
Centre on Monday, 20 June. In accordance 
with Clause 20 of the PCB Constitution 
2019, the General Body considered and 
expressed their views on the audited ac-
counts and PCB Annual Report, which are 
now available for viewing and downloading 
at the corporate website under Documents. 
The General Body was also provided with a 
snapshot of Pakistan cricket and received a 
briefing on the steps and measures being 
taken to bolster Pakistan cricket's founda-
tions by strengthening grassroots cricket.
The General Body was informed the Pa-
kistan men's sides were presently ranked 
fifth in Tests and, third in ODIs and T20Is, 
while they are placed in fourth position on 
the ICC Men's Cricket World Cup Super 
League, which is a qualifying event for the 
2023 World Cup. The General Body was up-
dated on the busy and tough 2022-23 cricket 
season for the men's side that includes the 
tour to Sri Lanka for two Tests and the ACC 
T20 Asia Cup, Netherlands for three ODIs 
and Australia for the ICC Men's T20 World 

Cup in October. The subsequent home se-
ries includes split tours by England and New 
Zealand, while the West Indies will return for 
three T20Is in January/February 2023.
The women's side will feature in the Bir-
mingham Commonwealth Games and T20 
World Cups in South Africa, while their 
ICC Women's Championship fixtures will 
be against Ireland at home and away in Aus-
tralia. PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja also an-
nounced rewards of PKR1million each for 
the Pakistan blind and deaf cricket teams 
in recognition of their performances at the 
international level. The General Body meet-
ing was held following January's elections 
of the Pakistan Deaf Cricket Association. 
This meant under Clause 24(1), the requi-
site quorum was available for convening the 
meeting. PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja chaired 
the meeting, while Mr Syed Sultan Shah 
(Chairman, Pakistan Blind Cricket Council) 
and Mr Irfan Miraj (President, Deaf Crick-
et Association) also attended the meeting 
along with their office-bearers, who partic-
ipated as observers on the special invitation 
of the PCB Chairman. – DNA
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Briefs
Pakistan, 

Iran discuss 
electricity 

supply
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Power Engr. Khur-
ram Dastgir Khan on Mon-
day held a meeting with 
Iran’s Minister for Energy 
Ali Akbari Mehrabian in 
Tehran and discussed var-
ious aspects of electricity 
supply from Polan (Iran) to 
Gwadar.  The meeting was 
also aimed at increasing 
avenues of cooperation in 
the field of energy between 
both the neighbours, said a 
press release issued here.
Khurran lauded Iran for its 
cooperation in energy sec-
tor and reiterated his coun-
try’s commitment to further 
strengthen the relations.  He 
stressed the need to expe-
dite the electricity import 
project, it further said.  Both 
long term and short-term en-
ergy plans also came under 
discussion. – APP

Strong quake 
hits eastern 

Taiwan: 
USGS

TAIPEI: A 6.0-magnitude 
earthquake struck Monday 
in Taiwan’s east, 38 kilo-
metres south of Hualien 
city, the US Geological 
Survey said. There were no 
immediate reports of dam-
age or injuries.  The quake 
had an estimated depth of 
10 kilometres, according to 
USGS, and struck at 09:05 
local time (0105 GMT). 
A clip of a tranquil lakeside 
scene suddenly beginning 
to violently judder as the 
ground moved was posted 
on Facebook by a national 
park in Hualien.  “This is 
a really big earthquake!... 
Hope everyone stays safe!”, 
the caption read, adding the 
clip had been taken from 
one of its camera feeds in 
the park. An AFP reporter 
in Taipei felt shaking, and 
local media said the quake 
was felt across the island. 
The Taipei Metro stopped 
briefly when it hit, accord-
ing to one passenger, be-
fore continuing at reduced 
speed for several stops. A 
second smaller tremor hit 
about half an hour later, ac-
cording to Taiwan’s Central 
Weather Bureau.
“In this area (where the 
quake hit today) there were 
only two earthquakes above 
6.0 magnitude since 1990 
and one close to 6.0 mag-
nitude,” Chen Kuo-chang, 
head of Taiwan’s Central 
Weather Bureau’s Seis-
mological Center, said at 
a press conference.  “The 
most shallow one was to-
day’s and we think it may 
be linked to fault activities,” 
he added.  He said that the 
weather bureau was not rul-
ing out more aftershocks 
above 5.0 magnitude in the 
next two days.
Taiwan is regularly hit by 
earthquakes as the island lies 
near the junction of two tec-
tonic plates. The island does 
not issue tsunami warnings 
unless a quake is more than 
magnitude 7.0. Some earth-
quakes of 6.0 or more can 
prove deadly, although much 
depends on where the quake 
strikes and at what depth. 
But the USGS gave a “green” 
ranking to the threat posed by 
the latest quake, predicting a 
low likelihood of either casu-
alties or damage. – Agencies

Foreign 
travelers, 

bloggers visit 
Shusha

BAKU: A group of 24 tour-
ists and bloggers from ten 
different nations visited 
Azerbaijan’s liberated lands 
to witness Armenia’s 30-year-
long destruction in the occu-
pied territories, Azernews 
reports. As part of the trip, 
the travelers visited Azerbai-
jan’s liberated Shusha, Agh-
dam and Zangilan cities to 
familiarize themselves with 
the Armenian vandalism, as 
well as the restoration and 
reconstruction activities 
carried out there following 
the 44-day war. Commenting 
on the tour, Azerbaijani MP 
Sevinj Huseynova stated that 
such visits are critical in ex-
pressing Azerbaijani reality 
to the world community. 
“As a result of its histor-
ic victory in the Second 
Karabakh War, Azerbaijan 
liberated its lands from 
Armenian occupation. 
During the 30 years of oc-
cupation, Azerbaijani terri-
tories were vandalized, all 
infrastructure, cultural and 
historical monuments were 
destroyed, and ecocide was 
committed. – dnA

‘SCO playing 
vital role 

for regional 
security’

BEIJING: Secretary-Gener-
al of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) Zhang 
Ming said that the organ-
ization as a multilateral 
platform for open, mutually 
beneficial and equal coop-
eration in Eurasia played 
important role to help main-
tain regional security and 
stability. He made these re-
marks in his video address 
to the participants of the 
session, ASEAN- EAEU - 
SCO: Integration Segment 
of the Greater Eurasian 
Partnership, which took 
place as part of the 25th 
St Petersburg International 
Economic Forum 2022, ac-
cording to SCO Secretariat 
here on Monday. 
The secretary general em-
phasised the SCO’s readi-
ness for active interaction 
with the EAEU, ASEAN and 
other partner international 
organisations in order to 
build stable and trust-based 
relations in accordance with 
the memorandums signed 
before.  Among the partici-
pants in the discussion were 
Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alexander Pankin; 
Executive Secretary of the 
CSTO Parliamentary Assem-
bly Sergei Pospelov; Deputy 
Chairman of the CIS Execu-
tive Committee - Executive 
Secretary of the CIS Denis 
Trefilov; Executive Director 
of the Secretariat of the Con-
ference on Interaction and 
Confidence-Building Meas-
ures in Asia Kairat Sarybay; 
Rector of the Russian Presi-
dential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Admin-
istration Vladimir Mau; Taihe 
Institute Professor, SCO Sec-
retary-General in 2016-2018 
Rashid Alimov; and Alexei 
Maslov, Director of Institute 
of Asian and African Coun-
tries, Lomonosov Moscow 
State University. – APP

Armed men 
kill at least 20 

civilians  
in Mali
Agencies

DAKAR: Raiders in Mali 
killed at least 20 civilians in 
attacks on villages near the 
northern town of Gao over 
the weekend, while a land-
mine killed a UN peacekeep-
er in the troubled region.  
“Criminal terrorists” on Sat-
urday killed at least 20 civil-
ians in several hamlets in 
the Anchawadj commune, a 
few dozen kilometres north 
of Gao, said a senior police 
officer who asked to remain 
anonymous. A local official 
blamed the attacks on mili-
tants and put the death toll 
at 24, saying the killings 
occurred at Ebak, some 35 
kilometres north of Gao, the 
region’s main town.
The official described a 
“general panic” in the area. 
The situation in Anchaw-
adj was “very concerning,” 
and civilians were fleeing 
the area fearing further 
violence, he added. Fol-
lowing the bloodshed on 
Saturday, a landmine killed 
a UN peacekeeper on Sun-
day as he was out on patrol 
further north in Kidal, the 
head of the UN’s MINUS-
MA Mali force, El Ghassim 
Wane, tweeted. 

‘IS Syria 
ambush kills 

15 pro-regime 
fighters’

Foreign Desk

BEIRUT: A militant ambush 
on a bus in remote eastern 
Syria left at least 15 pro-gov-
ernment fighters dead on 
Monday, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights 
said. The war monitoring 
group said it was not imme-
diately clear if those killed 
were from the regular army 
or allied militia.
The attack took place on 
the road linking the city 
of Raqa, which used to be 
a major IS hub and is un-
der Kurdish control, to the 
government-controlled city 
of Homs. The Observatory 
said several other fighters 
were critically wounded. 
The official state-run agen-
cy SANA confirmed 13 casu-
alties and quoted a military 
sources saying that the am-
bush took place at around 
6:30 am (0330 GMT).
Observatory head Rami 
Abdel Rahman said the am-
bush was the deadliest of its 
kind since a similar attack in 
early March also killed 15 in 
the Palmyra region. Another 
10 soldiers and allied pro-re-
gime forces were killed in 
an attack last month on an 
army bus by non-IS rebel 
forces in the northern prov-
ince of Aleppo. 

Hopes fade for Finland, Sweden NATO accession 
Sweden has also said that its independent weapons export agency would be 

prepared to review its policy once the country was a NATO member
Agencies

STOCKHOLM: Finland and Sweden are to 
discuss their stalled NATO bids with Turkey 
in Brussels on Monday, but hopes are fading 
they will be able resolve their dispute be-
fore an alliance summit next week, experts 
say. NATO Secretary General Jens Stolten-
berg was to meet with representatives from 
the three countries to try to make progress 
on the Nordic nations’ membership applica-
tions, which have been blocked by Ankara.
“I think it is possible but it would be very 
difficult,” Paul Levin, director of the Insti-
tute for Turkey Studies at Stockholm Uni-
versity, told AFP.   “It would require both 
sides to show real willingness to make some 
compromises,” he said.
NATO and the two Nordic countries had ex-
pected the application process to be quick. 
But Ankara’s last-minute opposition caught 
them all off-guard, at a time when NATO is 
keen to display a unified front vis-a-vis Russia. 
Ankara has accused Finland and Sweden of 
providing a safe haven for the outlawed Kurd-

istan Workers’ Party (PKK), listed as a “ter-
rorist” group by Turkey and its Western allies. 
Ankara has also demanded that they lift their 
weapons freezes on Turkey.   Any NATO mem-
bership deal must be unanimously approved 
by all 30 members of the alliance, and fears 
are now mounting that Turkey could delay the 
Nordics’ bids indefinitely.
Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin recent-
ly expressed fears that unless the issues 
are resolved “before Madrid, there is a risk 
that the situation will freeze.” Ankara’s an-
ger has primarily been directed at Sweden. 
“Sweden does view the PKK as a terrorist 
organisation and has done so since 1984”, 
Levin said, adding that it was “arguably the 
first country apart from Turkey” to do so. 
“So in that sense Sweden does not really 
stand out” from other European countries.
However, Sweden has expressed support 
for the YPG, a US-backed Syrian Kurdish 
group, and its political arm, the Democrat-
ic Union Party (PYD). Ankara views the 
YPG, which fought against the Islamic State 
group in Syria with Western support, as the 
PKK’s Syria offshoot. In a bid to ease An-

kara’s concerns, Swedish Prime Minister 
Magdalena Andersson has stressed that 
Sweden has been beefing up its anti-terror 
laws in recent years, with new stricter legis-
lation coming into force on July 1.
Sweden has also said that its independent 
weapons export agency would be prepared 
to review its policy once the country was a 
NATO member. Levin noted that one area 
where Sweden does stand out in Europe is 
that it is “generally more sympathetic to the 
broader Kurdish cause.” The Scandinavian 
country is home to around 100,000 Kurds, 
which Levin described as “influential” and 
“successful in mobilising”.
“In that sense, maybe Turkey is right to put 
the spotlight on Sweden”, Levin said. Ac-
cording to Li Bennich-Bjorkman, a political 
science professor at Uppsala University, the 
Kurdish issue is the crux of the problem with 
Ankara. “There is a real conflict between Swe-
den’s view of the Kurdish issue and Turkey’s 
demands on Sweden”, she told AFP.  Mean-
while, the Swedish government is also being 
squeezed on the home front, with its hands 
tied by an independent lawmaker with Kurd-

ish roots. Amineh Kakabaveh is a former 
Left Party member of Iranian-Kurdish origin 
sitting in parliament as an independent since 
2019. In November, she provided the deciding 
vote to bring the Social Democrats into power 
-- in exchange for deeper cooperation with the 
PYD. “She’s in a very strong position because 
the Social Democrats need her vote”, Elis-
abeth Braw, a Nordic expert at the American 
Enterprise Institute, told AFP. Kakabaveh has 
threatened to vote against the government’s 
budget proposal this week if Sweden agrees 
to sell arms to Turkey. The Swedish govern-
ment’s two sets of negotiations with Kakabav-
eh and Ankara “are very difficult to reconcile”, 
Levin noted.  If not resolved before then, Swe-
den’s legislative elections in September could 
end the deadlock with Ankara.
Kakabaveh is not expected to be 
re-elected to parliament, which would 
enable the government to negotiate 
more freely with Turkey. “It really looks 
like the Swedish government is trying 
to step away from this agreement with 
Kakabaveh in order to be able to have 
this discussion with Turkey”, Levin said.  

rCCi demands removing 
anomalies in the budget
Litigation between landlord and tenant will increase manifold and caution 

that since more powers given to Inland officers, the authority may be 
misused and likely to increase blackmailing and corrupt practices

DnA

RAWALPINDI: The business community 
has demanded that double taxation and 
anomalies be removed from the Fiscal 
budget 2022-23. The procedure for fair val-
ue assessment to collect tax on deemed in-
come from an unused property and deemed 
rental income is not clear. Litigation be-
tween landlord and tenant will increase 
manifold and caution that since more pow-
ers given to Inland officers, the authority 
may be misused and likely to increase black-
mailing and corrupt practices. Tax slabs in 
proportion to the electricity bill are not real-
istic. Addressing the post budget session at 
the Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) President Nadeem Rauf 
said that the Government must introduce 
incentives to broaden the tax net.
The Session was chaired by President Na-
deem Rauf while on this occasion group lead-
er Sohail Altaf, vice president Talat Awan, 
convener of tax affairs committee Faraz Fazal, 
Shehzad Malik, president of small chamber 
Sheikh Asif, representatives of Anjuman-e-Ta-
jiran, Sheikh Hafeez, Tariq Jadoon, Tahir Taj 
Bhatti, Raja Jawad, executive members and 

chamber members were also present. Faraz 
Fazal, Convener of the Tax Affairs Committee, 
gave a detailed briefing on the key provisions 
and changes in the Income Tax and Sales Tax 
sections of the Fiscal Budget 2022. Group 
leader and former President Sohail Altaf said 
that no concessions or incentives have been 
given to the overseas who send billions of dol-

lars in remittances to Pakistan every month. 
At present the country needs dollars, he add-
ed.  The fixed tax regime for small traders is 
a welcome step , however, there is ambiguity 
in some cases which needs to be removed. 
The finance minister in his budget speech an-
nounced that there will be no audit for next 
four years, but it has not been included in the 

budget document. We demand that the policy 
regarding tax audit be clarified, he said. In the 
post-budget meeting, the 0.25 percent tax im-
posed on the IT sector was opposed and also 
demanded that the tax exemption for IT be 
maintained. The establishment of ADRC for 
resolving tax disputes is welcome but the limit 
of Rs 100 million should be abolished. 

 

Senate delegation 
participates in conference 
on Migration at Istanbul

 
Foreign Desk 

ISLAMABAD: A three-member dele-
gation of the Senate, led by Senator 

Azam Khan Swati, has participated in 
the global parliamentary conference 
on Migration at Istanbul, Turikye on 
Monday. Two other Senators includ-
ing Anwar Lal Dean and Tahir Bizin-

jo were also part of the delegation, 
said a news release.
Global Parliamentary Conference 
with the theme “Parliaments and the 
Global Compacts on Migration and 
Refugees: How to Bring About Strong-
er International Cooperation and Na-
tional Implementation?” is organized 
with the collaboration of the Grand 
National Assembly of Türkiye (GNAT) 
and Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 
 The global parliamentary conference 
in Türkiye will offer an important op-
portunity for parliaments and their 
members to take stock of the state 
of implementation of the Global Com-
pacts and of old and new challenges 
that stand in the way of stronger col-
lective, bilateral and national action. 
The conference aims to collect a se-
ries of best parliamentary practices 
and to identify further concrete steps 
that parliaments can take to promote 
more robust international cooperation 
and national implementation.

 

sToCKHolM: Pakistani activist and nobel Peace Prize laureate  
Malala Yousafzai visits Pakistan embassy sweden and meets ambassador 

Zahor Ahmed. – dnA

Spanish PM thrashed 
in Andalusia election

news Desk

SEVILLE: Spain's main opposition Pop-
ular Party secured a landslide win in a 
regional election in Andalusia on Sun-
day, dealing a blow to Socialist Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez ahead of a na-
tional vote expected at the end of 2023. 
The conservative Popular Party (PP) 
won 58 seats in the 109-seat Andalusian 
regional parliament, which will allow it 
to govern alone in Spain's most popu-
lous region, near final results showed.
That is more than double the 26 seats it 
won in the last election in 2018 when it 
ousted the Socialists from office from the 
southern region, a longtime stronghold for 
the party. The Socialists captured 30 seats, 
its worst ever result in the region which is 
home to some 8.5 million people -- almost 
a fifth of Spain's population. That is down 
from 33 in the last election in 2018 when 
they were ousted from power in the region 
by the PP in the wake of a scandal over the 
misuse of public funds.
The Socialists had governed Andalusia 
without interruption since 1982 when 
the region government was established. 
"This victory is that of moderation and of 

another way of doing politics," said the 
PP's number two, Cuca Gamarra. This is 
the Socialists' third consecutive region-
al election loss to the PP after votes in 
Madrid in May 2021 and Castilla y Leon 
in February. Sanchez's leftist coalition 
government has been struggling to deal 
with the economic fallout from Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine, which has fuelled 
inflation worldwide, especially through 
increasing energy prices.
Losing in Andalusia would be a "severe 
blow" for the Socialists and would mean 
"Sanchez might face an uphill battle to 
get re-elected" next year, Antonio Barro-
so, an analyst at political consultancy Te-
neo, said before of the election. "The PP 
seems to be gaining increasing momen-
tum, and voter concerns about inflation 
might only make it more challenging for 
Sanchez to sell his government's achieve-
ments in the next legislative election," he 
added. Spain's inflation rate hit 8.7 per-
cent in May, its highest level in decades. 
Sanchez's government has rolled out a 
swathe of measures to help consumers, 
including a subsidy on fuel prices at the 
pump, an increase in the minimum wage, 
direct grants to truck drivers and finan-
cial support for some farmers.

Macron allies seek 
to find majority after 
France poll blow

PARIS: Allies of French President Emmanuel Macron started 
working Monday to cobble together a working parliamentary ma-
jority to salvage his second term, after his alliance crumbled in 
the election against surges from the left and far-right.     Macron's 
Ensemble (Together) coalition emerged as the largest party in 
parliamentary elections but was dozens of seats short of keeping 
the parliamentary majority it had enjoyed for the last five years.
It will now begin work to try and find a majority by forming 
deals with other parties on the right, stirring up turmoil un-
precedented in French politics in recent years. Macron, 44, 
now also risks being distracted by domestic problems as he 
seeks to play a prominent role in putting an end to Russia's 
invasion of Ukraine and as a key statesman in the EU. The 
election saw a new left-wing alliance make gains to become 
the main opposition, while the far-right under Marine Le 
Pen posted its best legislative performance in its history.
"This situation constitutes a risk for our country, given the 
challenges that we have to confront," Prime Minister Elisabeth 
Borne said in a televised statement Sunday, vowing: "We will 
work from tomorrow to build a working majority."  The out-
come severely tarnished Macron's April presidential election 
victory when he defeated the far-right to be the first French 
president to win a second term in over two decades. "It's a 
turning point for his image of invincibility," said Bruno Cautres, 
a researcher at the Centre for Political Research of Sciences 
Po. The options available to Macron, who has yet to publicly 
comment on the result, range from seeking to form a new coa-
lition alliance, passing legislation based on ad hoc agreements 
to even calling new elections. – Agencies



Aleem Khan wealthier 
than CM Hamza, Buzdar

 

ISLAMABAD: PTI dissident leader Aleem Khan has accumulated more assets 
than the incumbent Punjab Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz and former CM Us-
man Buzdar, according to the asset details of the provincial assembly members. 
The Election Commission of Pakistan has released asset details of the Punjab 
Assembly members. According to the list, Punjab Chief Minister Hamza owns 
assets worth Rs410.43 million, while his predecessor Buzdar is in possession 
of assets amounting to Rs50.80 million. But dissident PTI leader and ex-MPA 
Aleem Khan (who has been de-seated on May 20, 2022 after the ruling of the 
election commission on PTI rebel members) has declared assets worth more 
than Rs1.70 billion. Chief Minister Hamza has declared assets worth Rs410.43 
million which also included 11 residential houses worth Rs130.64 million. He has 
three agricultural lands worth Rs30.97 million. He also declared himself in debt 
of Rs90.71 million. CM Hamza’s first wife Mehrun Nisa owns assets worth Rs5 
million. His second wife Rabia Hamza possesses wealth worth Rs30.74 million. 
Former Punjab chief minister Buzdar has declared assets worth Rs50.80 million. 
Aleem Khan’s declared assets are worth more than Rs1.70 billion. Former pro-
vincial minister Murad Raas owns assets worth Rs380 million. Mian Mehmoodur 
Rashid is in possession of assets worth more than Rs180 million. – DNA

IHC dismisses Defamation 
case against Imaan Mazari

court reporter

ISLAMABAD: Human rights activist Imaan 
Mazari, who is the daughter of PTI leader 
Shireen Mazari, issued an “unconditional” 
apology in the Islamabad High Court (IHC), 
following which a case registered against 
her regarding derogatory statements about 
institutions was dismissed. During the pro-
ceeding of the hearing today, the court re-
marked that as Mazari as apologised and 
showed regret on her remarks, there was no 
need for an FIR. The court further added 
that the human rights activist has also as-
sured that she would refrain from passing 
derogatory statements in the future.
IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah heard the 
case on Monday. Mazari appeared in court 
along with her lawyer Zainab Janjua. A case 
was registered against Imaan at Islamabad’s 

Ramna police station under PPC sections 
138 (Abetment of act of insubordination by 
soldier) and 505 (Statements conducing to 
public mischief). The lawyer had issued re-
marks regarding the institution earlier this 
month when her mother was detained by 
Punjab’s anti-corruption department in a 
case related to the encroachment of a piece 
of land in District Rajanpur. In the FIR reg-
istered against Imaan, the complainant said: 
“The above-named lady abused the senior 
military leadership of the Pakistan Army. 
Her derogatory statements are highly dis-
paraging.” “Such statements, made with the 
intent to cause and create unrest and Chaos 
in the Pakistan Army which is also leading 
to the punishable offence,” the FIR read. 
But in her response to the IHC, the lawyer 
rejected all the claims made in the FIR say-
ing that attempts were being made to stop 
her from her activism.
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NEW DELHI: Bulldozers, invented 100 
years ago, have been used across the world 
to build homes, offices, roads and other in-
frastructures, but in recent years, they have 
become a weapon in the hands of India’s 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) government to destroy homes and 
livelihoods of the minority Muslim commu-
nity, says BBC in its fresh report.
The report says that nowhere are these exca-
vators more visible than in the politically cru-
cial Uttar Pradesh state of India. “Their lat-
est outing was last Sunday when authorities 
in the city of Prayagraj (formerly Allahabad) 
tore down the home of political activist Javed 
Mohammad, alleging that it had been illegal-
ly built – a claim his family denied. Critics 
said the real reason behind the demolition 
had nothing to do with the alleged illegality 
of the building and that he was being pun-
ished for being a vocal critic of the [BJP] gov-

ernment. A day before the demolitions, po-
lice had arrested him, accusing him of being 
the “mastermind” behind violent protests in 
the city by Muslims against controversial re-
marks about the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) 
by Nupur Sharma, a former BJP leader. BJP 
leaders have defended their actions, saying 
“nothing is done against the law”.
But the demolitions – which have drawn 
some comparison with Israel’s use of heavy 
machinery in the Palestinian territories 
– have been criticised in India and made 
headlines globally, with critics saying there 
is “only the thinnest veneer of legality cov-
ering this official action” and that they “are 
bulldozing over the very spirit of the law”.
In a rare move, former judges and eminent 
lawyers wrote a letter to the country’s chief 
justice saying the use of bulldozers was “an 
unacceptable subversion of the rule of law” 
and urged the court to act against the “vi-
olence and repression against Muslim citi-
zens”. Yogi Adityanath’s supporters came 
to his election rallies with toy bulldozers.

Bulldozers became a vehicle of injustice in India
Critics say the real reason behind the demolition had nothing to do with the alleged illegality 

of the building and that he was being punished for being a vocal critic of the [BJP] government

Briefs
NDMA 

issues fresh 
downpour 

alert 
ISLAMABAD: The National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) on Mon-
day issued advisory for all 
departments concerned to 
remain alert as series of 
heavy rains may start in the 
country from today.
According to the latest ad-
visory released by Pakistan 
Meteorological Depart-
ment, the series of torren-
tial rains with winds and 
thundershowers, beginning 
in upper and central parts of 
the country from Monday, 
will continue till Wednesday.
The relevant authorities in-
cluding all provincial depart-
ments, National Highway 
Authority, Frontier Works 
Organisation and other in-
stitutions asked to remain 
alert and take precautionary 
measures to avoid any unto-
ward incidents.
The new rain spell might 
trigger landslides in vul-
nerable areas of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Galyat, 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Balti-
stan. The heavy falls my 
generate flash flooding in 
local nullahs in Rawalpindi 
and Islamabad. The NDMA 
has also advised public 
living in low-lying areas 
to remain alert and imme-
diately report any kind of 
emergency to the authori-
ties concerned. – APP

5 UK citizens 
released 

by Taliban
AgeNcies

LONDON: The Taliban has 
freed a veteran television 
cameraman and four other 
British nationals held in 
Afghanistan for six months, 
his friends and former col-
leagues said on Monday.
Peter Jouvenal was one of 
a “number” of Britons that 
the government in London 
in February said were being 
held by the Taliban.
On Monday, UK Foreign 
Secretary Liz Truss tweet-
ed the government had 
“secured the release of five 
British nationals” held in the 
country. Her department 
said in a separate statement 
that the five “had no role in 
the UK government’s work 
in Afghanistan and travelled 
to Afghanistan against the 
UK Government’s travel 
advice.  “This was a mis-
take,” it added. Truss and 
the Foreign Commonwealth 
and Development Office 
(FCDO) gave no further de-
tails about the Britons.
In Kabul, Afghanistan gov-
ernment spokesman Za-
bihullah Mujahid said on 
Twitter that the Britons 
were “carrying out activities 
against the country’s laws 
and traditions of the people 
of Afghanistan”. “After con-
secutive meetings between 
the IEA (Islamic Emirate of 
Afghanistan) and Britain the 
said persons were released 
yesterday (Sunday)... and 
handed over to their home 
country,” he added, without 
confirming the names of 
those released. “They prom-
ised to abide by the laws of 
Afghanistan, its traditions 
and culture of the people and 
not to violate them again.” 

Govt urged to 
take Senate 

in confidence 
on TTP talks

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peo-
ples Party’s veteran leader 
Senator Raza Rabbani  on 
Monday urged  the govern-
ment to take the Senate in 
confidence on the talks be-
ing held with Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP).
Supporting the stance of 
Senator Mushtaq Ahmad 
Khan of Jamaat-e-Islami at 
the floor of upper house of 
parliament, he said there 
was a faction of the TTP 
which had increased  terror-
ist activities in the country 
as they were demanding the 
rollback of Federally Admin-
istered Tribal Areas.
Rabbani said this was im-
portant issue  which would 
be decided by the nation 
instead of taking decision 
behind the closed-door. 
Sending ‘Jirga’ for resolving 
the issues was a  good omen 
but it was not the substitute 
of the parliament, he added.
He said until and unless the 
agreement would not be dis-
cussed in the parliament, its 
acceptability would remain 
questionable. – APP

ATC grants 
PTI leaders 
interim bail 

 

DNA
LAHORE: An Anti-Terror-
ism Court (ATC) in La-
hore granted interim bails 
until June 28 to Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ers in another case pertain-
ing to violence during the 
party’s May 25 Islamabad 
long march. The police had 
registered 42 cases against 
senior leaders and workers 
of the PTI for agitation in 
the aftermath of clashes 
erupted between the police 
and the PTI leader in the 
provincial capital.
The PTI leaders granted in-
terim bail include PTI Cen-
tral Punjab President Dr 
Yasmin Rashid, former ener-
gy minister Hammad Azhar, 
Mian Muhammad Aslam 
Iqbal, Mian Mahmood-ur-
Rasheed, Jamshed Iqbal 
Cheema, Musarrat Cheema, 
Andeeb Abbas and others.
Subsequently, the court 
approved the PTI leaders 
pre-arrest bail till June 28 
and directed them to sub-
mit surety bonds worth 
Rs100,000 each. In a sep-
arate case on Friday, the 
anti-terrorism court (ATC) 
extended Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leaders’ bail 
until June 28, 2022.
On June 10, anti-terrorism 
court (ATC) issued non-bail-
able arrest warrants for 17 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leaders, including 
former federal ministers 
Hammad Azhar, Shafqat 
Mahmood, Yasmin Rashid.

Britain set 
for biggest 
rail strike 
in decades

LONDON: Britain’s railway 
network this week faces 
its biggest strike action in 
more than three decades in 
a row over pay as soaring in-
flation erodes earnings.
Rail union the RMT has 
said that more than 50,000 
workers will take part in a 
three-day national strike, co-
inciding with major events 
including the Glastonbury 
music festival. Schools are 
warning that thousands of 
teenagers taking national 
exams will also be affected.
The RMT argues that the 
strikes are necessary as 
wages have failed to keep 
pace with inflation, which 
has hit a 40-year high.
Jobs are also at risk with pas-
senger traffic yet to fully re-
cover after the lifting of coro-
navirus pandemic lockdowns. 
Countries around the world 
are being hit by decades-high 
inflation as the Ukraine war 
and the easing of Covid re-
strictions fuel energy and 
food price hikes. The strikes 
are planned for Tuesday, 
Thursday and Saturday in the 
biggest dispute on Britain’s 
railway network since 1989, 
according to the RMT.
The union has also an-
nounced a 24-hour walkout 
of its members on the Tube, 
London’s underground rail-
way network, planned for 
Tuesday. Rail operators, 
however, warn of disrup-
tion throughout the week 
-- with lines not affected by 
strike action nevertheless 
reducing services. “Talks 
have not progressed as far 
as I had hoped and so we 
must prepare for a need-
less national rail strike and 
the damaging impact it will 
have,” said Andrew Haines, 
chief executive of Network 
Rail, which looks after the 
country’s rail tracks. – APP

Ukraine 
attacked sea 
oil drilling 
platforms

weB deSk

MOSCOW: The head 
of Moscow-controlled 
Crimea on Monday ac-
cused Ukraine of firing on 
oil drilling platforms off 
the coast of the peninsula 
that was annexed by Rus-
sia in 2014. “This morning 
the enemy attacked the 
drilling platforms of Cher-
nomorneftegaz,” Sergey 
Aksyonov said on Telegram, 
referring to the Crimea-
based oil and gas company. 
“I am in contact with our 
colleagues from the de-
fence ministry and the 
FSB (security agency), we 
are working on saving peo-
ple,” he added.  According 
to him, five people had 
been saved, three of them 
injured, while the search 
continued for others “with 
the involvement of patrol 
ships and aviation”. 

India and Bangladesh 
floods displace millions
Some Bangladesh government officials have described 
the recent flooding as the country’s worst since 2004

moNitoriNg deSk

DHAKA: At least 59 people are known to 
have died in lightning strikes and landslides 
triggered by severe monsoon storms in In-
dia and Bangladesh. Millions of people have 
been stranded while emergency workers 
have struggled to reach those affected.
Forecasters are warning that the flooding 
is expected to get worse over the next few 
days. Some Bangladesh government offi-
cials have described the recent flooding as 
the country’s worst since 2004.
Unrelenting rains over the last week have 
inundated vast swathes of the country’s 
north-east region, exacerbated by run-off 
from heavy downpours across mountains 
in neighbouring India. Schools have been 
converted into makeshift shelters, while 

troops have been deployed to evacuate 
households cut off from neighbouring 
communities as a result of rising waters.
“The whole village went under water by ear-
ly Friday and we all got stranded,” Lokman, 
whose family lives in Companiganj village in 
Bangladesh, told AFP news agency.
“After waiting a whole day on the roof 
of our home, a neighbour rescued us 
with a makeshift boat. My mother said 
she has never seen such floods in her 
entire life,” the 23-year-old added. Syl-
het, in northeast Bangladesh, has seen 
villagers wade through streets that were 
flooded up to their knees.
In Assam state in neighbouring India, more 
than 1.8 million people have been affected 
by floods after five days of incessant down-
pours. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Bis-
wa Sarma told reporters he had instructed 

district officials to provide “all necessary 
help and relief” to those caught in the flood-
ing. “Our house is submerged in water. I’ve 
never seen such huge floods in my life,” 
Husna Begum, a resident of Udiana village 
in Assam, told the BBC.
The 28-year-old has been living in a rickety 
plastic tent with her children since Thurs-
day. “There is no drinking water in the 
camp here. My son has a fever, but I am 
unable to take him to the doctor,” she said.
Ronju Chaudhary, who lives in the same 
village, described the scale of the flood-
ing. “We are surrounded by water on all 
sides. There’s water inside our homes 
too,” he said. This week’s rains come as 
Bangladesh’s Sylhet region was still re-
covering from its worst f loods in nearly 
two decades in late May, when at least 
10 people were killed and four million 

others were affected.
Syed Rafiqul Haque, a former lawmaker, 
said Bangladesh was at risk of a humanitar-
ian crisis with “almost the entire Sylhet-Su-
namganj belt... under water and millions of 
people... stranded”. Some 3.1 million people 
were displaced in the region, officials said, 
with 200,000 of them now being housed in 
makeshift shelters on higher ground.
Seasonal monsoon rains represent a life-
line for farmers across South Asia, but 
typically cause deaths and destruction 
to property every year. Bangladesh and 
India have both experienced increasingly 
extreme weather in recent years.
Environmentalists - while not ascribing 
single weather events to climate change 
- do warn it could lead to more disasters, 
especially in countries that are low-lying 
and densely populated.
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Alarming rise of Islamophobia 
in India denounced

TEXAS: American Muslim scholar and civil rights leader Imam Omar Suleiman 
has denounced the alarming rise of Islamophobia, illegal arrests and demolition 
of Muslim homes in India. Imam Omar Suleiman addressing a protest gathering 
in Dallas, Texas, on the rise of Islamophobia and demolition of Muslim homes in 
India, said it is the responsibility of all Muslims and the people of conscience to 
stand against this, as genocide affects the whole world order. In India, the Muslims 
who are threatened with genocide account for one-tenth of the world’s Muslim 
population, he added. He also condemned those fascist regimes for collectively de-
humanizing Muslims. “India and Israel apply the exact same actions of dehuman-
ization. India calls it citizenship act; Israel calls it the Jewish state law” States the 
imam. “If you consider the Israel model, then expect the Palestinian resistance. 
Expect that spirit to come up. Because we have Razan al-Najjar in Palestine and 
we have Afreen and Muskaan in India”, he added. The leader also criticised the 
Republicans, Democrats, Trump, Obama, and Joe Biden as human rights violation 
enablers, for welcoming Modi, “the butcher of Gujarat”, who was once banned in 
the country. He said, “We know we are comfortable over here. We know it is very 
easy for us to raise our voices over here, but we are inspired by those young people 
that are raising their voices over there and we stand with them.” – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Khazar Farhadov meets with Farrukh Iqbal Khan, Director 
General of Economic Coordination and OIC Division of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan. – DNA

PIA flight 
carrying 

Pak students 
arrives in Xian

BEIJING: The first batch of Pakistani stu-
dents, who were stuck in the motherland 
following Covid-19 pandemic, arrived in Xian, 
China.  PIA special flight PK-6854 with 90 
students on board took off from Islamabad 
International Airport and landed at Xian Xian-
yang International Airport at 15.00 local time, 
official sources told APP here on Monday.  All 
the students will undergo 14-day quarantine in 
Xian as per Covid-19 control and prevention 
measures imposed by the local government 
for the passengers arriving from abroad. Lat-
er, the students will go to their universities in 
different cities to continue their education. 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in his last 
month's telephonic conversation with Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang discussed the issue 
of Pakistani students who were desirous of re-
turning to China to resume studies. Premier 
Li Keqiang had assured that China accorded 
high priority to this matter.  Resultantly, the 
two sides agreed for phased return of the 
Pakistani students subject to the Covid-19 
situation in China.  The Chinese side had 
agreed to allow around 250 Pakistani stu-
dents for return to China enabling them to 
continue their studies in the Chinese uni-
versities in different cities. – DNA

Medical board 
formed for Aamir 
Liaquat’s autopsy
ISLAMABAD: The Sindh government has 
formed a medical board to exhume the dead 
body and conduct a postmortem of deceased 
PTI leader and television host Dr Aamir Li-
aquat Hussain. Earlier Thursday, a Karachi 
judicial magistrate had directed the author-
ities to fix a date for the exhumation of Li-
aquat’s body for carrying out postmortem. 
According to notification issued by the Sindh 
Health Department, the “exhumation board” 

will exhume the body and conduct a post-
mortem on June 23, Thursday. “… for car-
rying out order of XXTH-Judicial Magistrate 
East, Karachi, dated 18.06.2022, regarding 
exhumation of the dead body of deceased 
Dr. Aamir Liaquat Hussain, to ascertain the 
cause of death, an Exhumation Board has 
been constituted,” the notification reads. 
Headed by Karachi Police Surgeon Dr Sum-
maiya Syed, the board will exhume the grave 
at in the Graveyard of Abdullah Shah Ghazi 
Shrine in the presence of the magistrate, 
the notification added.The boards comprise 
following doctors: Karachi Police Surgeon 
Dr Summaiya Syed Police Surgeon Karachi; 
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital, Additional Police 
Surgeon Dr. Shahid Nizam. – DNA


