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Govt focused 
on promotion 

of exports 
ISLAMABAD: Finance 

M i n i s t e r 
Miftah Is-
mail says 
government 
is fully fo-
cused on 
p r o m o t i o n 

of exports. He was talking 
to a delegation of Pakistan 
Cotton Ginners Associa-
tion led by its Chairman 
Sohail Mahmood Haral in 
Islamabad on Wednesday. 
The delegation apprised 
the Finance Minister of 
the importance of cotton 
in the growth of economy 
especially exports. 

Don’t want to 
legislate at 

gunpoint 
DNA

ANKARA: Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal 
Bhutto Zard-
ari said on 
Wednesday 
that they do 
not want to 
legislate at 

gunpoint or under any pres-
sure. In his interview to Turk-
ish media outlet on Wednes-
day, he said, “We have started 
the first phase of electoral re-
forms which has been passed 
by the parliament.” In an in-
terview with Turkish media, 
the FM said that the people 
of Pakistan and Turkey have 
strong historical ties, the eco-
nomic relations between the 
two countries has great po-
tential. “The bilateral trade 
between Pakistan and Turkey 
is only $1 billion,” he said and 
adding that the incumbent 
Prime Minister wants to in-
crease trade to $5 billion.

PTI hints at 
return to NA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Tehreek - e -
Insaf (PTI), 
which re-
signed from 
the National 
A s s e m b l y 
after a suc-

cessful no-confidence motion 
against former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, hinted at a 
conditional return to the Low-
er House of the Parliament. 
In a statement on Wednes-
day, former federal minister 
Fawad Chaudhry said that the 
return of PTI to the national 
assembly possible only if the 
election date is announced. 
He said that the PTI is ready 
to go to the House and talk 
about the election framework 
if government announces 
election date He said that 
elections cannot be held un-
der the Election Commission 
nominated by Raja Riaz.

Briefs

ANKARA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif meets Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. – DNA
 

Pak-Turkiye 
ties brotherly, 

historical
PM lauds Pak-Turkiye cooperation 
in defense sector, various MOUs 

signed between two countries
DNA

ANKARA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has invited Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan to visit Pakistan to benefit from the 
‘immense economic opportunities that the 
country has to offer’. The premier extended 
the invite during a joint press conference 
with the Turkish president in Ankara on 
Wednesday. PM Shehbaz is visiting Turkey 
on a three-day official trip, his first since as-
suming office. “The meeting with the Turk-
ish president was very positive,” Shehbaz 
said while lauding the Pak-Turkey coopera-
tion in the defence sector.
Shehbaz said the leadership of the two coun-
tries will next meet in September. “We will 
try to benefit from Turkey’s experience in 
the fields of e-commerce, education and 
infrastructure.” Speaking before Shehbaz, 
Turkey’s Erdogan congratulated the Paki-
stani premier on assuming office. He said 
Turkey would extend all possible assistance 
to Pakistan in the development of large-scale 
shipping vessels. He also thanked Pakistan 
for supporting Turkey’s stance on issues 
across international forums. Turkish Presi-
dent Erdogan appreciated Pakistan’s efforts 
against terrorism and said Pakistan and Tur-
key have similar views on various forums. 
He also said that Turkey is fully cooperating

Continued on Page 06

Khan to announce 
next long march 
after SC ruling 

Addressing social media workers, 
the former PM says the party wants 

protection from the court 
Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
Wednesday said the party would announce 
its next march after the Supreme Court's 
ruling on the plea seeking clarity on wheth-
er the party can hold public gatherings.  Ad-
dressing social media workers in Peshawar, 
the former prime minister said that the par-
ty wants protection from the court and its 
case is pending.  "I ask the Supreme Court 
if we have the fundamental right to protest," 
said Khan. Khan said that he will announce 
the new dates for the long march after the 
top court's verdict.  "Our planning was not 
right for the first march but this time the 
party will come prepared."  Talking about 
the march, the former premier said: "The 

Continued on Page 06

PTI files plea 
in SC for 

long march 
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) has filed a petition in the Su-
preme Court seeking permission for a 
second long march to Islamabad. The 
petition, filed by PTI Secretary-Gener-
al Asad Umar, named the interior min-
istry, Islamabad inspector-general and 

Continued on Page 06
 

Russian forces advance, US to send precision rockets 
News Desk

KYIV: Russian forces on Wednesday 
pressed closer to the centre of an in-
dustrial city in a drive to grab a swathe 
of eastern Ukraine, while the United 
States said it would supply advanced 
rockets to Kyiv to help push Moscow to 
negotiate an end to the war. Ukraine's 
General Staff said Russian forces, now 
98 days into their invasion, pounded 
infrastructure in eastern and southern 
regions, including the city of Sieviero-
donetsk, which they entered on May 27 
and is the main focus of their ground 
offensive in the eastern Donbas region. 
According to provincial governor Serhiy 
Gaidai, a Russian airstrike hit the Azot 
chemical factory in Sievierodonetsk on 
Tuesday, blowing up a tank of toxic ni-
tric acid and releasing a plume of pink 
smoke. He urged residents to remain 

inside. Reuters could not independently 
confirm the cause of the incident.
U.S. President Joe Biden said Washing-
ton would supply precision rocket sys-
tems and munitions as part of a $700 

million weapons package expected to be 
formally announced on Wednesday.   "We 
have moved quickly to send Ukraine a 
significant amount of weaponry and am-
munition so it can fight on the battlefield 

and be in the strongest possible position 
at the negotiating table," Biden wrote in 
the New York Times.
A Biden administration official said the new 
supplies - which comes on top of billions of 

dollars worth of equipment such as drones 
and anti-aircraft missiles - included the M142 
High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HI-
MARS), which Kyiv has said is "crucial" to 
counter Russian missile attacks. 
Addressing concerns that such weapons 
could draw the United States into direct 
conflict, Jonathan Finer, deputy White 
House national security adviser, said Wash-
ington had asked Ukraine for assurances 
the missiles would not strike inside Russia. 
Russia, however, warned of an increased 
risk of direct confrontation with the United 
States.   Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, 
speaking in Saudi Arabia, said the supply 
of the rocket launchers to Ukraine raised 
the risks of a "third country" being dragged 
into the conflict. Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said such supplies would not 
encourage Ukraine's leadership to resume 
stalled peace talks. "We believe that the 
United States is purposefully and diligent-
ly adding fuel to the fire," Peskov said. 

Kremlin says talks  
with Zelenskiy possible

MOSCOW: Russia said on Wednes-
day that it did not rule out a meeting 
between President Vladimir Putin 
and his Ukrainian counterpart Volo-
dymyr Zelenskiy, but that any such 
talks needed to be prepared in ad-
vance. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters in a call that 
work on a peace document with 
Ukraine had stopped a long time ago 

and had not restarted.
Peskov said that people in the Rus-
sian-occupied Ukrainian regions 
of Kherson, Zaporizhzhia and Don-
bas must decide their own futures 
and the Kremlin did not doubt they 
would make the “best decision”. 
Ukraine has previously said that 
annexation of the regions by Russia 
would end peace talks between the 

two sides. Meanwhile, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken has stated 
the war in Ukraine “could be over 
tomorrow” if Russia chose to end its 
aggression. “But we don’t see any 
signs of that right now,” he added. 
Instead, Mr Blinken said it was like-
ly there would still be “many months 
of conflict” as Russia continues its 
onslaught in the east of Ukraine.

‘Won’t allow Fasadi 
March in Islamabad’ 
Sana vows to crush ‘subversive’ elements

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD:  
Minister for 
Interior Rana 
Sanaullah said 
on Wednesday 
that the riot 
march will not 
be allowed to 
enter Islama-
bad under any 
circumstanc-

es as the country cannot be left at the mercy 
of riot groups and miscreants. A meeting 
was held under the chairmanship of the 
Interior Minister regarding enhancement 
of operational capacity of Islamabad Police 
and Frontier Constabulary. Home Secretary 
Yousuf Naseem Khokhar along with Com-
mandant Frontier Constabulary Salahuddin 
Mehsud, IG Police Islamabad, Chief Com-
missioner Islamabad and others participat-
ed in the meeting.
The Interior Minister told the meeting that 
the country could not be left at the mercy 
of ‘Fasadi’ groups and ‘subversive elements’ 
while vowing that the government would in 
no case allow the ‘Fasadi March’ to enter 
the federal capital. He said that the ‘Evil 
Marchers’ would be crushed and those who 
would try to take law into their own hands, 
they would be deal with an iron hand. Rana 

Continued on Page 06

Top Court 
disappointed 
over violence

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
(SC) said Wednesday it was “disap-
pointed” to note that riots took place 
in the federal capital despite its order 
to create a balance between both sides 
— the PTI and the government. “We 
are disappointed to note that bona 
fide effort made by Court was disre-
spected,” the Supreme Court said in a 
written order on the plea filed by the 
Islamabad High Court Bar Association 
(IHCBA) against the government’s 
decision to block roads to stop PTI’s 
“Azadi March”. 
The top court had earlier disposed 
of the IHCBA’s petition and issued 
a verbal order a day after PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan on May 26 had an-
nounced calling off the long march. 
The court said by acting upon as-
surances given on behalf of the top 
leadership of PTI and issuing direc-
tions to the government, its order 
created a balance between the mutual 

Continued on Page 06

 

Gandhis summoned in 
money laundering probe

Monitoring Desk

NEW DELHI: India’s financial crime-fight-
ing agency wants to question the two 
most senior members of the Nehru-Gan-
dhi dynasty, who lead the main opposi-
tion Congress party, as it investigates a 
complaint of money laundering, the party 
said on Wednesday. The summons by the 
enforcement directorate is linked to a 
nine-year-old complaint by a lawmaker of 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) against Con-
gress President Sonia Gandhi and her son 
Rahul, the party said.
The lawmaker, Subramanian Swamy, had 
accused the Gandhis of forming a shell 
company and illegally gaining control of 
properties worth $300 million.
“A disgusting and cowardly conspiracy is 
being hatched against the leadership of 
the Indian National Congress to mislead 
the country,” the Congress party said in a 
statement that condemned the notice sent 
to the Gandhis. “The entire party and every 
worker will stand shoulder to shoulder with 
them and we will fight and win this attack 
on the country’s democracy.”
The assets in question had belonged to a 
firm that published the National Herald 
newspaper, founded in 1937 by India’s first 
prime minister, Jawaharlal Nehru, who was 
Rahul Gandhi’s great grandfather. For his 
part, Swamy welcomed the action by the 
enforcement directorate and said he hoped 
they would be jailed, adding on Twitter, 
“From bail to jail as soon as possible.”

50-Member 
traditional 
Jirga left 
for Kabul
Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: In a bid to 
further facilitate, the Af-
ghan government brokered 
talks between Pakistan and 
banned TTP, a 50- member 
Jirga Wednesday left Islam-
abad for Kabul. The Jirga 
members are belonging to 
different areas of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, affiliated 
with JUI(F), PPP and oth-
er parties. Before flying to 
Kabul, ex-governor of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Engineer 
Shaukat Ullah, “hopeful for 
fruitful outcomes of Jirga 
induction in negotiation 
process.” Afghan govern-
ment has already shown 
satisfaction over the negoti-
ation process, process com-
menced indirectly in end of 
previous April and directly 
(with landing of Gen Faiz 
at Kabul) in mid of May. 
Though analysts believes, 
“Jirga’s always playing key 
role in settling of terror like 
issues. However, analysts  
believers, “ banned TTP de-
mands for reversal of FATA 
status to merged districts 
and withdrawal of troops 
from these tribal districts 
are the main issues before 
inking of final truce.
 

PTI demands 
UN probe 
into march 
violence

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The PTI on 
Wednesday demanded the 
United Nations (UN) to 
hold an "independent and 
impartial investigation" into 
the "state excesses and 
human rights violations" 
during the party's "Azadi 
March". The letter was writ-
ten by former human rights 
minister Shireen Mazari 
to the relevant UN offi-
cials regarding the media 

Continued on Page 06

PM urges 
to promote 
Pak-Turk 
trade ties 

News Desk

ANKARA: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif has stressed the need to 
tap the huge potential and opportunities 
to promote trade relation between Pa-
kistan and Turkey. Addressing the Tur-
key-Pakistan Business Council in Ankara 
on Wednesday, he said that both the coun-
tries have also immense opportunities of 
cooperation in Textile industry and a joint 
strategy in this regard will further boost 
the industry. The Prime Minister invited 
Turkish business community to invest in 
Pakistan and the government will provide 
all possible facilities in this regard. He 
said both the countries have supported 
each other in critical times especially dur-
ing earthquake, flood and other natural 

Continued on Page 06

PM Shehbaz meets President Erdogan



Poster competition on 
‘Smoking hazards’ held

FAISALABAD: A poster competition titled ‘Smoking hazards’ was held for students of 
various educational institutes, in connection with the World Smoking Day, observed 
on Wednesday. Students of different schools, colleges and universities participated in 
the contests held under the aegis of the district administration. In this connection, a 
ceremony was held at Metropolitan Corporation hall which was presided over by Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner (Revenue/Finance) Abid Hussain Bhatti. Deputy Director 
Colleges Imdadullah Bhatti, Chief Executive Officer Education Authority Ali Ahmed 
Sian, officers and a large number of students participated. The first five position-holder 
students were awarded prizes. In the school category, Rumesa Abdul Khaliq secured 
the first position, Um-e-Roman second, Mah Noor Rasheed stood third. In college and 
University category, Maryam Khalil of Government Graduate College of Samanabad 
first, Waris Ali of Punjab College second, Maryam Aleem of Agriculture University 
stood third. The ADC appreciated the art work of the students and said that the district 
administration was taking measures to save the youth from the menace of smoking. He 
said that such types of competitions were very useful for creating awareness among 
youth about health issues caused due to smoking. District Coordinator for Tobacco 
Control Sadiq-ul-Hassan said that over 160,000 people die of smoking related diseases 
annually in Pakistan which is a matter of concern for a developing state. – APP
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PESHAWAR: Economics and diplo-
matic experts here Wednesday said 
that economic and bilateral cooper-
ation between Pakistan and Turkey 
would touch a new height after the 
historic visit of Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif. Muhammad Naeem, Professor 
Economics Department, University 
of Swabi told APP that Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif visit to Turkey 
would further deepen the bilateral 
and economic relations besides in-
creasing bilateral trade.
He said there was about $ 1.1bil-
lion bilateral trade between the two 
countries, which is low compared 
to its potential and expressed the 
hope that it would enhance to over 
five billion under the leadership 
of Prime Minister of Pakistan and 
Turkish President.
Dr Naeem said there was a vast 
scope of expanding multi-dimen-
sional cooperation between the two 
countries especially in defence, so-
cial and economic sectors, foreign 
policy and public welfare. 
He said Turkish companies should 
be persuaded to invest in Special 
Economic Zones (SEZs) estab-
lished under CPEC especially in oil, 
petroleum and energy sectors.
Besides Pakistan Turkey free trade 
agreement (FTA) initiative, he said 

the resumption of Pakistan Iran Tur-
key cargo train service help facili-
tate the movement of trade goods 
between these neighbours.
ManzoorulHaq, former Ambassador 
of Pakistan told APP that historic 
relations between the two-broth-
erly countries was based on mutu-
al respect, strong bonds and was 
deep-rooted. Turkey has helped 
Pakistan in developing robust in-

stitutions like Karachi Shipyard, 
which has been transformed into a 
profit-earning organization.
Manzoo who served as Pakistan 
ambassador at Egypt and Saudia 
Arabia said the strategic cooper-
ation between Islamabad-Ankara 
in all fields including shipbuilding, 
engineering, petroleum, solid waste 
management, social service, energy 

and transport would be enhanced.
He said Pakistan and Turkey’s re-
lations had significantly improved 
under the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif and Turkey 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
“Pakistan is very close to the heart 
of the Turkish President, who be-
came the only foreign head of state 
to have addressed our parliament 
for fourth time, which emphasized 

the history of enduring bilateral re-
lationship and love for Pakistan.”
During President Erdogan visit to 
Pakistan in February 2021, he said 
the two countries had signed a stra-
tegic economic framework agree-
ment covering a broad spectrum 
of cooperation in science and tech-
nology, defense, tourism, education 
and health.  “There is a common-

ality of views among leadership of 
both countries on all regional and 
international issues and Turkey’s 
support for the Kashmir issue was 
commendable. He suggested an ex-
change of people to people contact 
and cultural visits besides increas-
ing students visas to bring people of 
both countries further closer.
Dr Khursheed Ahmad, Professor In-
ternational Relations Department, 
University of Peshawar said Turkey 
had always supported Pakistan in 
disasters whether it was 2005 dev-
astating earthquake or 2010 flood.
“Turkey was the first country whose 
medical teams reached to quake hit 
Azad Kashmir and Khyber Pakthunkh-
wa in 2005 and has provided prompt 
medical assistance to the quake 
victims.”  He said both states were 
founded by great political leaders, 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Mustafa 
Kamal Ataturk, who advocated for 
constitutionalism, people political em-
powerment, constitutional rights and 
democracy for good governance etc. 
He said the successful completion 
of ongoing projects with Turkey 
such as Trans-Afghan Railway pro-
ject, CASA-1000, and Turkmenistan 
Afghanistan Pakistan gas pipeline 
could significantly help improve 
Pakistan connectivity with Western 
Asia, Gulf and Europe. – APP

Pak-Turk economic co-op to 
touch new height after PM visit

EPA to monitor 
industrial units 

regularly: DC Gujrat

ISLAMABAD: Hina Rabbani Khar, Minister of State for Foreign Affairs meets Qatari ambassador, 
Sheikh Saoud Abdul Rahman Al-Thani. – DNA

Yoosuf Bhutta

GUJRAT: Deputy Commissioner Rana 
Rizwan Qadeer has directed the En-
vironment Protection Agency Punjab 
to ensure monitoring of the industrial 
units and kilns regularly to control en-
vironmental pollution. 
He said Metropolitan Corporation 
authorities should take necessary 
steps to clean all the sewage drains 
and hand over the Jail Chowk drain-
age project to concerned depart-
ment before the monsoon. 

He expressed these views while 
addressing a meeting in which As-
sistant Commissioner Umer Draz 
Gondal, Assistant Director Envi-
ronment Maratab Ali and other of-
ficers were also present. 
Deputy Commissioner Capt. (R) Ri-
zwan Qadeer said that the Environ-
ment Department should compile data 
of industrial units, kilns in the district, 
inspect these units regularly and en-
sure that all business centers fully 
comply with government rules.
Industrial waste should not be allowed 
to be dumped on sewerage lines and 

roadsides. Strict action should be tak-
en against the violating industrial units 
in accordance with the law.
The Deputy Commissioner directed 
that challans of smoke emitting vehi-
cles should be issued and court cases 
should be persued effectively. 
The Deputy Commissioner direct-
ed the Public Health Department 
to complete the work on Jail Chowk 
Sewerage Project as soon as possi-
ble. The process of handing over the 
sewerage scheme to the Metropoli-
tan Corporation should be complet-
ed expeditiously, he added.

Court orders registration 
of case against Sanaullah

DNA

LAHORE: A Lahore dis-
trict and sessions court on 
Wednesday ordered the 
registration of cases against 
Interior Minister Rana San-
aullah and others against 
police torture on PTI work-
ers during party’s recently 
held ‘Azadi March’ towards 
Islamabad.
Advocate HaiderMajeed 
had filed an application in 
the Lahore sessions court, 
seeking registration of cas-
es against the interior min-
ister and Punjab police offi-
cials under Section-166(1), 
352 and 427 of the Pakistan 
Penal Code (PPC).
The learned judge after 
completing the hearing on 
the application announced 
the registration of criminal 
cases against Rana San-
aullah, CCPO Lahore and 
DIG Operations under Sec-

tion-166, 352 and 427. The 
order was issued by Addi-
tional  Sessions Judge Mian-
Mudasar Umar.
On May 25, A clash erupted 
between Lahore police and 
PTI workers marching to Is-
lamabad for long march. Po-
lice resorted to tear gas shell-
ing and baton-charged in an 
effort to disperse PTI activ-
ists. On the eve of the march, 
the government rounded up 
over 1,000 PTI leaders and 
workers in a crackdown de-
signed to derail the party’s 
plans for the march.
Section 144 was imposed 
in Lahore, the twin cities of 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad 
and Karachi, as well as other 
major cities in the country, 
while the Punjab govern-
ment sought the deployment 
of Rangers to control the law 
and order situation.
According to a spokesperson 
of the Punjab Police, three 
policemen also died in clash-

es and raids on PTI workers’ 
houses. Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) on Wednesday 
approached the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan against 
arrests and blockades during 
the long march led by party 
chairman Imran Khan and 
asked the apex court to pro-
vide protection against these 
tactics in future.
The PTI in its plea asked the 
apex court to direct federal 
and provincial governments 
against violent measures 
against the peaceful march-
ers in future besides also is-
suing directives to the inspec-
tor generals of police (IGs) 
against the arrest of leaders 
and activists of the PTI.
The party further sought 
the Supreme Court’s in-
tervention in ensuring that 
no containers are placed 
on the route of the march 
and also direct the govern-
ment over the use of force 
against the marchers. 

ISLAMABAD: Korean Ambassador to Pakistan Suh Sangpyo called on Minister for Power Engr. 
Khurram Dastgir Khan and Minister of state Hashin Notezai. – DNA

Qaiser, 
Hammad 

approaches 
IHC for bails
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader 
and former National Assem-
bly speaker Asad Qaiser and 
ex-federal minister Ham-
mad Azhar on Wednesday 
approached the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) for pro-
tective bails.  Asad Qaiser, 
in his petition, stated that 
he participated in the re-
cent long march on the call 
of his party head Imran 
Khan, and for that cases 
were registered against him 
by the police and Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) in 
various cities. 
He prayed the court to is-
sue directives for provision 
of complete details and list 
of registered cases against 
him across the country, 
and stop the police and 
FIA from arresting him. He 
named Secretary Interior, 
inspectors general of po-
lice Islamabad, Sindh and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
FIA Director General as re-
spondents in the case.
Hammad Azhar, in his plea, 
adopted the stance that 
“illegal cases” had been 
registered against him in 
different police stations, 
and he and his family were 
being harassed.  He said he 
wanted to join the investiga-
tion against him and prayed 
the court to stop the police 
from arresting him. The 
petitioner had named the 
Federation, IGP Punjab, 
SSP Operations Lahore and 
others as respondents in 
the case. – APP

Police officers’ 
delegation 
visits PSCA

LAHORE: A delegation of 
70 DSPs of junior command 
course from training college 
visited Punjab Safe Cities Au-
thority here on Wednesday. 
The delegation was briefed 
about the working of the 
PSCA by Chief Operating 
Officer PSCA Kamran Khan. 
On this occasion, PPIC-3 
DSP Coordination’s Shahid 
Chaddar also took the of-
ficers to various departments 
of the Authority and briefed 
about the sections. Among 
the participants in the 
training course, 70 DSP’s 
from all over Punjab were 
given training in the opera-
tion and monitoring center, 
15 call center, PUCAR 15 
Center. In addition, the 
trainees were also briefed 
on advanced traffic manage-
ment, e-challan systems and 
data analysis center. – APP

IHC summons DAG in PMC case
To a court’s query, the 
PMC’s lawyer said the 
Federal Government 
would appoint new 

members of the PMC 
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Wednesday summoned the depu-
ty attorney general (DAG) in an intra-court 
appeal (ICA) filed by the Pakistan Medical 
Commission (PMC) challenging the deci-
sion for removal of its members.
A two-judge bench comprising Justice Aam-
er Farooq and Justice Saman Raffat Imtiaz 
heard the ICA.  During the hearing, the 
PMC’s lawyer requested the court to grant 

permission to withdraw the ICA. At this the 
bench expressed annoyance over the coun-
sel, observing whether he had authority to 
do so. To a court’s query, the PMC’s lawyer 
said the Federal Government would appoint 
new members of the PMC. 
Justice Farooq remarked that the court had 
the only concern that the single member 
bench had declared everything, including 
the appointments of PMC members, as il-
legal. There was a vacuum in the decision 
and the court had to view that.The court 
summoned the deputy attorney general and 
adjourned the case till June14. It may be 
mentioned that the single member bench 
comprising Justice Mohsin Akhter Kayani 
had declared the appointments of PMC 
members as illegal and ordered to immedi-
ately remove them from offices. – APP

Two-day international 
conference concludes

MANSEHRA: The archeology 
department at Hazara Uni-
versity Mansehra Wednesday 
organized the first two-day 
international conference with 
the theme “British Period 
Archeology and Heritage in 
Pakistan” where archaeolo-
gists and historians from the 
United Kingdom, Italy, Korea, 
Egypt and Lebanon met in 
person, while experts from 
the United States, Turkey, 
Serbia and China partici-
pated online.
The conference was organ-
ized with an objective to 
acquaint the world with the 
signs of British rule and the 
discovery of British-era ar-

cheology in the region and 
the steps being taken to pre-
serve its cultural heritage.
The chief guest of the in-
augural session Vice Chan-
cellor Hazara University 
Prof. Dr. Jamil Ahmed while 
addressing the conference 
said that the conference on 
the subject of British era ar-
cheology is of great impor-
tance, this conference will 
help to preserve these im-
portant archeological sites 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
will be of great advantage to 
archeological researchers.
The VC Hazara University 
further said that after the 
Coronavirus epidemic, this 

kind of face-to-face seminar 
and participation of interna-
tional experts is a proof that 
the world has defeated this 
epidemic and continued di-
rect educational and research 
activities while in the future 
more conferences would be 
organized in this regard.
While addressing the con-
cluding session of the confer-
ence chief guest Secretary 
Higher Education Dawood 
Khan praised the efforts of 
Hazara University Depart-
ment of archeology, VC Dr. 
Jameel Ahmed and head of 
the department Dr. Shakir-
Ullah for conducting such a 
good conference. – APP

In the court of miss 
Misbah Hussain sahiba 

family Judge Jhelum

Title of case: IRAM 
SADIA VS JAVED 

AKHTER etc

Respondent: Javed Akhter  
s/o Akhter Hussain R/o  Mo-
hlanaiiabadi fazalabad Kash-
mir Colony Tehsil & District 
Jhelum permanent address: 
oyksedderthope street ad-
ford.bd39jx UK claim: Suit 
for Maintenance etc
In each case, the respondent 
are informed through ad-
vertisement As there is not 
possible to call the respond-
ent through Summon in 
the instant case so through 
proclamation in Newspaper, 
you are directed to appear or 
legal advisor in the court on 
03-06-2022 at 8:00AM, oth-
erwise ex-parte proceedings 
will be initiated.

Court Notice

The Deputy Commissioner directed the Public 
Health Department to complete the work on Jail 

Chowk Sewerage Project as soon as possible

Sindh govt introduces reforms 
to bring investment: CM Sindh

KARACHI: Sindh Chief 
Minister Syed Murad Ali 
Shah has said that he was 
working hard to make his 
province investment-friend-
ly so that investment could 
be attracted to improve the 
economy, create employ-
ment opportunities, and 
bring in prosperity.
This he said while talking to 
a 28-member under training 
delegation of National Com-
mand Authority led by Dr. 
Ansar Pervez. The partici-
pants were senior most of-
ficers and were either head 
of strategic institutions or 
their important wings.
Syed Murad Ali Shah said 

that he created an Invest-
ment department with 
broad-based responsibilities 
of promotion of investment 
in all sectors in Sindh. 
“This department has con-
tinuously been developing 
smooth platform of invest-
ment opportunities, incen-
tives, SME diaspora, social 
sector investments, technical 
& subsidy assistance and ease 
of doing business for smooth 
environment of local and for-
eign investment,” he said and 
added the different units have 
been established at Invest-
ment Department for policy 
formation, create climate of 
investment with ease, e-gov-

ernance, bridge between pub-
lic and private sector, one-win-
dow-operations, market Sindh 
investment opportunities and 
new ventures according to in-
ternational standards.
The chief minister said that 
Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs) have either been es-
tablished or in the process 
of establishment. Dhabeji 
SEZ is being developed un-
der PPP mode and it would 
bring in around $5 billion 
investment apart from gen-
erating 200,000 direct and 
indirect job opportunities.
Syed Murad Ali Shah said 
that Dhabeji Industrial Zone 
was a flagship project of his 

government and one of the 
priority projects under Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor. Talking about Khairpur 
SEZ, the CM Sindh said 
that it was the first SEZ 
registered under SEZ Act 
2012 in February 2014. 
“Five industries have start-
ed production there and 13 
others [Industries] would 
start production in Sept/
Oct 2022,” he said. 
The CM Sindh said that Mar-
ble City SEZ, a state-of-the-art 
Industrial Estate was being 
established in Karachi under 
PPP mode to uplift marble, 
granite, and construction sec-
tors in Pakistan. – APP

FESCO issues 
shutdown 

programme
FAISALABAD: The Faisal-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (FESCO) has issued 
shutdown programme for 
Thursday for necessary re-
pair, maintenance and ex-
pansion of electricity lines. 
According to the pro-
gramme, power supply from 
Meeranwala, BahadurayWa-
la, Mansooran, Industrial Es-
tate-1, Industrial Estate-2, In-
dustrial Estate-3, Boraywala, 
STS and Fazal-e-Rabbi feed-
ers emanating from 132-KV 
Industrial Estate grid sta-
tion will remain suspended 
from 7 a.m. to 12 noon on 
June 2, 2022. – APP

419 criminals 
arrested

FAISALABAD: The Punjab 
Highway Patrol (PHP) po-
lice arrested 419 criminals 
in the region  during the 
last month. A spokesper-
son for the PHP said on 
Wednesday that patrolling 
police recovered 17 pis-
tols,  seven guns and 123 
cartridges besides recov-
ering 990-kg hashish and 
205-litre of liquor. – APP
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‘Promotion 
of inter-faith 

harmony 
crucial’

ISLAMABAD:  Speaker Na-
tional Assembly Raja Pervez 
Ashraf on Wednesday said 
that interfaith harmony was 
a pre-requisite for socio-eco-
nomic development of the 
country.  Pakistan was a 
country with diverse cul-
tures and faiths and every 
citizen held equal status 
irrespective of their reli-
gion, cast or creed, he said 
while addressing the Con-
ference “ Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion” jointly or-
ganized by Freedom of Re-
ligion Leadership Network 
(FORB), IIU International 
Research Institute (IRI) and 
Paigham-e-Pakistan here. 
The speaker said that with-
out inclusivity of all, the 
country could not be led 
to the path of progress. He 
said that Shaheed Zulfiqar 
Ali Bhutto, the architect 
of the Constitution of Paki-
stan, focused on inclusion 
of provision of basic rights 
for all especially for the 
religious minorities.  He 
said that country’s consti-
tution guaranteed freedom 
to every citizen to practice 
their religious believes. He 
said that the very presence 
of former MNA Ms. Asiya, 
an active member of Jamiat 
ulama Islam clearly indicat-
ed inclusiveness of minori-
ties in the political process. 
He said that inter-faith har-
mony and tolerance was vi-
tal for progress and develop-
ment of any society. 
Stressing upon the polit-
ical leadership to play its 
positive role in propagating 
tolerance and peace in the 
society, the Speaker said 
that tolerance and peace 
could help people to live in 
co-existence. He also said 
that prejudice and hatred 
are antithesis to social cohe-
sion and harmony. He also 
said that inculcating values 
of peace and tolerance was 
interlinked with mass ed-
ucation and literacy. The 
Speaker said that extrem-
ism was a global issue and 
its rise was a real threat to 
tolerant society across the 
world. – APP

RDA 
organizes 
dengue 

awareness 
walk

RAWALPINDI:  Rawalpin-
di Development Authority 
(RDA) on the directives 
of Director General, RDA 
Capt. ® Tahir Zafar Abbasi 
here on Wednesday organ-
ized a dengue awareness 
walk.  The DG RDA on the 
occasion urged the citi-
zens to take special care 
of cleanliness and said that 
stagnant water should be 
removed.  He said, the ad-
ministration was creating 
awareness among people 
about the danger of dengue 
and all possible preventive 
measures were being taken 
to cope with this disease.  
He said, RDA was working 
in collaboration with the 
Rawalpindi District Admin-
istration as well as District 
Health Department to com-
bat with dengue.  The DG 
advised the general public 
to use mosquito repellent 
spray regularly. – APP

Capital police 
arrests five 
criminals

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT) 
Police on Wednesday arrest-
ed five criminals from differ-
ent areas of the city and re-
covered 260 gram hashish, 
two liquor canes and weap-
ons from their possession.
According to the police 
spokesman, a team of the 
Golra Police Station  arrest-
ed an accused Muhammad 
Zahoor involved in drug 
peddling  and recovered 
260 gram hashish from his 
possession. Likewise, In-
dustrial Area Police Station 
arrested two accused  Kam-
ran Masih and Javed and 
recovered two liquor canes 
from their possession. 
Nilore and Shamas Colony 
police teams arrested two 
accused  Hammad Sadiq 
and Muhammad Imran for 
possessing illegal weapon 
and recovered one 9mm and 
30 bore pistols with ammu-
nition from their posses-
sion. The cases against all 
the nominated accused have 
been registered and further 
investigation was underway, 
he added. – APP
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National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

MAY
May 03 / Poland

National Day

May 06 / Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day

May 06 / UAE
Armed Forces Day

May 07 / Kazakstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08 / Czech Republic
National Day 

May 09 / European Union
National Day

May 17 / Norway
Constitution Day

May 21 / Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/ Yemen Republic
Re-unification Day  

(National Day)

May 24 / Eritrea
National Day

May 25 / Lebanon
Liberation and  

Resistance Day

May 25 / Argentina
National Day

May 25 / Jordan
Independence Day

May 28 / Azerbaijan
Republic Day

May 28 / Ethiopia
National Day

May 31 / Brunei
Armed Forces Day

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels South and East Asia Aziz Boolani hosted a reception to welcome the new General Manager of the Islamabad Serena 
Hotel Otto Kurzendorfer. A large number of guests hailing from various walks of life attended the reception. – DNA

 

PCI and SDPI launch 
‘Green CPEC Alliance’ 

 
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan-China Institute 
(PCI), in collaboration with Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute (SDPI), 
hosted the launch event and the inception 
meeting of the first-of-its-kind “Green Chi-
na Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
Alliance”. The conference was attended 
by over 40 participants and featured 6 pan-
elists including Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Sayed, Chairman Pakistan-China Institute, 
Acting Ambassador of the People’s Repub-
lic of China Ms. Pang Chunxue, Zhang Jun, 
CEO, China Three Gorges (CTG) Corpora-
tion, Muhammad Aurangzeb, CEO, Habib 
Bank Limited (HBL), Senator Seemin Ezdi, 
Chairperson of the Senate Committee on 
Climate Change, Dr Abid Suleri, Executive 
Director, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI). The event was moderated 
by Mustafa Hyder Sayed, Executive Direc-
tor Pakistan-China Institute.
The goal of the establishment of the Green 
CPEC Alliance with members from both 
countries’ governments, investors, as well 
as civil society, and environmental experts, 
is to support, accelerate and promote this 
transition within Pakistan and the Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI). The Alliance aims to 
green and decarbonize CPEC (China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor) by supporting 
a re-direction of Chinese infrastructure 
investments away from emission-intensive 
investments and towards green infrastruc-
ture projects, e.g., from coal to renewable 
energy, like wind, solar and hydropower.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed, Chair-
man Pakistan-China Institute, in his wel-
come remarks expressed great pleasure in 
being part of the inception and thanked the 
presence of all esteemed guests. During his 

speech, he felt it integral to press upon the 
urgency of the climate change situation in 
the world by arguing to prioritize the need 
for a green Pakistan, including redefining 
the notion of national security from a mil-
itary-centric approach to Human Security, 
cantering on climate change, population 
planning, food security and water scarcity. 
. Senator Mushashid also shared his expe-
riences from the COP 26 meeting in Glas-
gow. He acknowledged that some work was 
being done on an international level, howev-
er, not much progress was made on Green 
Finance. He made it clear that there was a 
need to accelerate the efforts required to 
mitigate the effects of climate change at the 
community level in Pakistan, referring to 
his initiatives to launch the first public hear-
ings on environment and climate change in 
the Pakistan Parliament.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed was fol-
lowed by the Acting Ambassador of the 

People’s Republic of China in Pakistan Ms. 
Pang Chunxue. She expressed her delight to 
be part of the event. Her remarks revolved 
around the efforts of China to mitigate cli-
mate change threats available globally. 
She emphasized Chinese initiatives like the 
International Green Development Coalition 
which have to their roots the objective of 
ensuring that all Chinese investments that 
are part of the Belt and Road Initiative are 
made green. She talked about the various 
hydropower and solar power plants that 
have been built as alternatives to the coal 
power projects which are currently bene-
fiting the people of Pakistan by addressing 
their energy needs. 
Lastly, she expressed China’s desire to con-
tinue efforts that will help make the CPEC 
and the BRI green and sustainable for the 
country, adding that China has publicly de-
clared the intention no longer to finance or 
build coal-fired plants overseas.

from the keynote speakers and the special 
guests, the Executive Director of the Pa-
kistan-China Institute also presented the 
concept  of the Green CPEC Alliance to the 
notables present at the conference. Dr Hina 
Aslam from the Sustainable Development 
Policy Institute was also present alongside 
him. They explained the objectives and 
aims of the Alliance. Mr. Mustafa Sayed 
emphasized that this alliance is a first-of-
its-kind initiative that is bringing all stake-
holders together to deliberate options that 
can make the CPEC green and sustainable. 
He explained that the focus was on making 
sure that the promises made by the two 
governments on international fora like COP 
26 and COP 23 are materialized and given 
practicality. This Alliance will focus on pro-
ducing research in the form of policy briefs, 
reports, and conferences that will push pol-
icymakers and other stakeholders to opt for 
greener options in development.

 

ECP’s delimitations as total seats reduced
The number of general and women seats for Sindh remained unchanged

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) Tuesday announced prelimi-
nary delimitations of the National Assembly 
and four provincial assemblies, as it gears 
up to hold the next general elections.
Under the 25th constitutional amendment, 
the number of National Assembly seats has 
been reduced from 342 to 336 and provinc-
es have been allocated NA seats as provided 
in Article 51 of the Constitution.
The 25th constitutional amendment, which 
merged the Federally Administrated Tribal 
Areas (FATA) with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), was passed in May 2018 by the Parlia-
ment and modified the number of total NA 
seats and their allocation to the province as 
12 FATA seats were abolished.
However, this change for KP would apply 
only now as the amendment inserted a pro-
vision to Article 51, allowing twelve FATA 
MNAs to be elected in the 2018 general 
elections. In this context, the change in the 
number of seats and allocation was not un-
expected. Under new delimitations, most of 
the erstwhile FATA districts form a single 

NA constituency each; however, Orakzai 
has been grouped with Hangu to form NA-
36. It must be noted here that all of the 
erstwhile tribal districts, with the exception 
of Orakzai and Mohmand districts, were al-
located two NA seats each.
They will now be represented by one MNA 
each which effectively reduced the number 
of seats for the ex-Fata region from 12 to 
6. The remaining constituencies in KP re-
mained largely unchanged.
With the number of women seats increased 
from 8 to 10, KP has a total of 55 seats in 
the National Assembly. This leaves the total 
number of seats for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in-
cluding the former tribal areas unchanged.
If anything, it is the people of the erstwhile 
FATA region who have their representation 
in the National Assembly almost halved.
The 25th amendment reduced the number 
of NA seats for Punjab from 183 to 173. 
General seats were cut from 148 to 141 and 
women seats from 35 to 32. The number of 
seats for Balochistan increased from 17 to 
20 as the province was given two more gen-
eral seats and one additional women seat. 
The number of general and women seats for 
Sindh remained unchanged. 

Sherry to underline climate 
issue at Stockholm +50

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry Reh-
man will highlight the country’s rising 
climate vulnerability due to massive 
environmental degradation impacts 
at the international Stockholm +50 
meeting to be jointly hosted by Swe-
den and Kenya. The Federal Minister 
for Climate Change was in Sweden 
to attend the Stockholm +50 meet-
ing held under the theme “A healthy 
planet for the prosperity of all –our 

responsibility, our opportunity”, said 
a news release. The Federal Minister 
will attend the High Level Meet-
ing on Climate Change at the 
United Nations from June 
1 to June 3, 2022. Senator 
Sherry Rehman will pres-
ent official position on be-
half of the G77 and China 
in Stockholm +50 meeting.
 She will also meet represent-
atives of various organiza-
tions, stakeholders, civil 
society and the private 
sector. Stockholm 

+50 meeting will discuss ways to ensure 
implementation of the +50 Conventions 

and tackle the current climate 
catastrophe. The meeting will 

also take steps to tackle envi-
ronmental crisis, pollution, cli-
mate change and biodiversity. 
Senator Sherry Rehman will 
discuss the impacts of cli-

mate change on Pakistan 
and various other top-
ics as Pakistan is one 
of the top 10 countries 
most affected due to 
climate change. 

IESCO issues 
power suspension 

schedule
ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad Electric Supply Company (IESCO) 
Wednesday issued a power suspension programme for Thurs-
day for various areas of its region due to necessary mainte-
nance and routine development work.
According to IESCO Spokesman, the power supply of differ-
ent feeders and grid stations would remain suspended for the 
period from 07:00 AM to 12:00 PM, Wanhar, Daroot, Khawan, 
Mail feeders, From 09:00 AM to 02:00 AM, Mecca Chowk, 
Gulistan Colony, MSF, Topi Pump, Murree Brewery, Bostan 
Road Feeder, From 07:00 AM to 01:00 PM,. Kariala, Sanghoi, 
Nathwala, Safdar Shaheed, Machine Mohalla, Langarpur, Citi 
Housing Feeders and Surroundings. – APP

ECP seeks timeframe 
from PTI lawyers 

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  The Election Commission of 
Pakistan has ordered the Pakistan Tehreek-
i-Insaf to complete its arguments as soon as 
possible while demanding a timeframe for 
the completion of arguments.
During the foreign funding case hearing at 
the Election Commission of Pakistan on 
Wednesday, financial expert Najam Shah 
gave a briefing on the PTI transactions. 
A three-member commission headed by 
Chief Election Commissioner Sikandar 
Sultan Raja heard the case. The commis-
sion expressed its displeasure over the late 
arrival of the PTI financial expert at the 
commission.  Besides PTI lawyer Anwar 
Maqsood and PTI financial expert Najam 
Shah, petitioner Akbar S Babar also ap-
peared before the court.

The PTI financial expert told the commission 
that the PTI had nothing to do with seven 
accounts as mentioned by the State Bank 
of Pakistan. He said main transactions were 
occurred in only five bank accounts, the au-
dit for which had already been done. He said 
in many accounts no transaction had been 
done. The party came to know about these 
accounts later on and then the party closed 
these accounts, he added.   On this, the chief 
election commissioner remarked that by his 
explanation it appeared that the PTI had con-
fessed to its mismanagement in the foreign 
funding affair. Najam Shah, however, pointed 
out that the scrutiny committee in its report 
showed transactions of one amount several 
times and also did the overstatement amount-
ing to millions of rupees.  “Because of the 
wrong calculation of the scrutiny committee 
in 2012-13, extra amount of Rs140.64 million 
was added to the transactions.



PTC demands enhanced 
ED on tobacco green leaf 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tobacco Company (PTC) on Wednes-
day demanded that Advanced Excise Duty on tobacco green 
leaf threshing should be increased to Rs. 300 per kg. The Com-
pany said that the increased Advance Excise Duty (ED) will 
help prevent tax evasion. “Illegal cigarette trade rises and the 
market share reaches 40 percent” the PTC said. According to 
various investigative reports, the illicit trade in cigarettes in 
Pakistan has increased alarmingly, causing a loss of Rs 70-80 
billion annually to the exchequer, Noor Aftab, Senior Manager 
for Regulatory Affairs, PTC said while sharing the data with 
media persons here. He said that the mafia involved in illegal 
trade of cigarettes was harming the national exchequer due to 
non-implementation of laws. Those who work legally have also 
become a threat to the cigarette industry, he added.
Noor Aftab said that illicit cigarettes by evading both Excise 
and Sales Taxes become affordable compared to legal, tax-
paid alternatives causing the consumers to down the trade. 
Multiple laws already exist and if enforced rigorously, it can 
bring down the incidence of the illicit segment and help the 
government in raising more revenue as well as save youth 
from smoking hazards. At present almost 13 law enforce-
ment agencies have jurisdiction over laws pertaining to con-
trolling illegal activities in the cigarette trade, he said. PTC 
officials urged the policymakers to come up with a long-
term strategy with stern actions against wrongdoers. If the 
upward trend of illicit market share continues, it will pose 
a serious threat to business sustainability of the legitimate 
industry and continue to keep compromising the govern-
ment’s fiscal and regulatory agendas, the said.
Different reports launched by the world’s reputed research 
organizations during last few years which highlighted the 
unprecedented growth in share of illicit cigarettes in Pa-
kistani market. According to a report by PWC 2021, the 
share of illicit cigarettes market is nearly 37.6 percent that 
is causing almost 78 billion of rupees loss to the national 
exchequer. The IPSOS’s report regarding tax evasion in 
Pakistan in five major industries quoted that almost 40 
percent market share has been captured by the illegal 
cigarettes mafia by violating minimum tax and minimum 
price criteria. Shopkeepers in major markets of cities and 
towns across Pakistan are openly selling illegal cigarette 
packs with a price of around Rs15 to 35 which is far below 
than the minimum price of 20 cigarettes packs. – APP
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RAWALPINDI: The experts at a seminar 
on Wednesday said the Constitution of Pa-
kistan was the embodiment of national con-
sensus since the time of its inception and 
has also served as a binding factor during 
times of political instability and turmoil.
The vision, comprehensiveness, and bal-
ance of power provided in the Constitution 
have enabled it to steer the nation through 
military rules and political challenges.
These observations were made by speakers 
at a seminar titled ‘75 years of Pakistan: 
Constitution, Public Representation and 
Governance System’, which was organized 
by the Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad 
in collaboration with the Department of Law, 
Fatima Jinnah Women University (FJWU) 
at the latter’s campus in Rawalpindi. The 
seminar was co-chaired by Khalid Rahman, 
chairman IPS, and Prof DrAzra Yasmin, dean 
Faculty of Law, Commerce Management and 
Administrative Sciences FJWU and moderat-
ed by Dr Nadia Khadam, assistant professor/
in-charge, Department of Law.

The speakers included Dr. IjazShafiGil-
lani, chairman Gallup Pakistan and Gil-
lani Research Foundation Pakistan, Dr. 
Aziz Ur Rahman, director, School of Law, 
Quaid-i-Azam University, and Dr. Shahzad 
Iqbal Sham, senior research fellow at IPS 
and author of recently published book 
‘Aa’een-e-Pakistan 1973 aur Islam: Martial 
Law, AdaliyaaurParlimankaKirdar’.
Another recently published work based on 
the Senate speeches and academic writ-
ings of IPS’ founder Professor Khurshid 
Ahmad, ‘Aa’een – IkhtiyaratkaTawazunaur-
Tarz-e-Hukmrani’ was also screened on the 
occasion and was introduced to the audi-
ence by the IPS Chairman.
The speakers observed that Pakistan is 
making constant progress in ensuring su-
premacy of the Constitution and the crises 
that sometimes hamper smooth movement 
on this path are temporary obstructions 
faced by all nations of the world at one time 
or another. This should not be a matter of 
apprehension, however, introspection is es-

sential in order to pinpoint where the na-
tion has gone wrong and a system needs to 
be put in place to respond to the issue in an 
appropriate manner. It was suggested that 
a part of this initiative could be in the form 
of a center for study of constitutional issues 
that would help in generating expert opin-
ions and fulfill the need for unbiased debate 
and research on the Constitution.
Pakistan is nearing the milestone of 75 
years of its existence. The common thread 
during these years regarding the Constitu-
tion, public representation and governance 
system is a constant struggle, right from 
the creation of Pakistan to the formulation 
of the Constitution. The Constitution of 
1973 has undergone various changes in the 
form of amendments which have, in fact, im-
proved its subject matter.
The speakers said that the Parliament up-
held and restored the original spirit of the 
Constitution with another act of national 
consensus through the 18th constitutional 
amendment and keeps on emphasizing it 

through important amendments. Most of 
the unpopular changes brought about in the 
Constitution by military regimes have been 
done away with. The role of the higher judi-
ciary, however, needs careful calibration as 
it has evidently expanded its reach beyond 
its desired responsibility through its powers 
to interpret the supreme law. A constitu-
tionalism debate is vital to review the role 
of the judiciary, they added.
They were of the view that political insta-
bility has been the root cause of all the is-
sues that the country has been facing. The 
country can progress unhindered if stability 
is brought into this domain. In this regard, 
they suggested striking a balance among 
the legislative, executive and judiciary. 
The Constitution has been suspended and 
amended many times but it faces no threat 
as long as trust is placed in the Parliament to 
fulfill its role. The concept of Riasat-e-Mad-
inah was part of the recent political debate 
though how sincere were the motivators of 
this deliberation is a moot point. – APP

Political instability root cause of all problems: Experts
Pakistan is nearing the milestone of 75 years of its existence. The common thread during these years 

regarding the Constitution, public representation and governance system is a constant struggle

Briefs
Miftah lauds 

Pakistan 
Navy 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Reve-
nue Miftah Ismail here on 
Wednesday commended the 
efforts of Pakistan Navy in 
protecting the country’s 
sea frontiers and maritime 
interests of Pakistan. 
The minister was talking to 
Vice Chief of Naval Staff, 
Vice Admiral Faisal Ra-
sulLodhi who called on him 
here at Finance Division, ac-
cording to press statement 
issued by finance ministry.
They discussed the prevail-
ing economic and security 
situation of the country, the 
statement added.  
Miftah expressed confidence 
on the role of Pakistan Navy 
in safeguarding the maritime 
boundaries and extended 
present government’s full 
support to Pakistan Navy. 
The Vice Chief of Naval Staff 
thanked the Finance Minis-
ter for his support and ap-
preciation. – APP

No bar at 
Hajj subsidy 
in Shariah

ISLAMABAD: Council 
of Islamic Ideology (CII) 
Chairman Dr. QiblaAyaz on 
Wednesday said there was 
no bar at the subsidy being 
provided by the government 
on Hajj in Shariah.
He said the religious af-
fairs ministry’s efforts for 
facilitating the Hajj and 
reducing its expenses were 
commendable. Declining 
the news on social media 
about the CII opposing 
the Hajj subsidy, he said 
the previous government 
inquired about it, to which 
it responded, “It is permis-
sible for the government 
to subsidize Hajj in accord-
ance with Shariah and this 
generous action does not 
contradict the ability of the 
pilgrims to afford it.
Also, this subsidy should be 
given without any discrim-
ination, whether one per-
forms Hajj officially or pri-
vately, however, it is better 
if the government is careful 
to give subsidy from Zakat 
money.” Dr. Qibla said the 
CII had already declared its 
position in the light of Shari-
ah about Hajj subsidy three 
years ago. – APP

SECP 
registers 

1,906 new 
companies 

ISLAMABAD: The Se-
curities and Exchange 
Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) registered 1,906 
new companies in May 
2022, raising the total 
number of registered com-
panies to 169,919. This 
shows an increase of 19% 
as compared to corre-
sponding period last year. 
Total capitalization 
(paid-up-capital) with re-
gard to newly incorporated 
companies for the current 
month stood at Rs3.5 bil-
lion, said a press release 
issued here on Wednesday. 
Foreign investment has 
been reported in 51 new 
companies from Afghani-
stan, Bangladesh, Canada, 
China, Germany, Italy, Ko-
rea South, Norway, Poland, 
Romania, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Thailand, the UK 
and the USA.
In May, about 63 percent 
companies were registered 
as private limited compa-
nies, while 35 percent were 
registered as single member 
companies.  Two percent 
were registered as public 
unlisted companies, not for 
profit associations, foreign 
companies and limited li-
ability partnership (LLP). 
About 99.8 percent compa-
nies were registered online, 
while 195 foreign users were 
registered from overseas.
The real estate development 
& construction sector took 
the lead with incorporation 
of 334, trading with 282, in-
formation technology with 
260, services with 172, tour-
ism with 69, education with 
65, e-commerce with 64, 
food, beverages, and textile 
with 56 each, marketing and 
advertisement with 54, cor-
porate agricultural farming 
with 43, transport with 42, 
engineering with 41, phar-
maceutical with 40, health-
care and chemical with 31 
each, mining and quarrying 
with 26, auto and allied with 
23, power generation with 
22, logging with 21, cables 
and electric goods with 20, 
cosmetics and toiletries 
with 17, communication 
with 14, broadcasting and 
telecasting with 13, fuel and 
energy with 12 and 98 com-
panies were registered in 
other sectors.  – APP

Experts call 
to increase 
minimum 
20% FED 
on SSBs

ISLAMABAD: The experts 
Wednesday called the Fi-
nance Minister and Fed-
eral Board of Revenue to 
increase a minimum 20 
percent federal excise duty 
(FED) on sugar sweetened 
beverages to contain disease 
burden and generate healthy 
revenue amid financial cri-
sis. A pre-budget seminar 
“Importance of Fiscal Pol-
icies to curb Sugar Sweet 
Beverages” was organized 
by Pakistan National Heart 
Association (PANAH) in col-
laboration with Diabetic As-
sociation of Pakistan. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
General Secretary (PAN-
AH) SanaullahGhumman 
said that an increase in 
excise tax on sugar sweet-
ened beverages (SSBs) 
could help Pakistan to fight 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) and keep people 
healthy and alive.
“We are thankful to the In-
ternational Diabetes Feder-
ation, Diabetic Association 
of Pakistan, National Com-
mission on the Rights of 
Children, Federal Tax Om-
budsman and all those who 
sent recommendations to 
the Finance Minister, Chair-
man FBR and other policy 
makers to increase excise 
tax on SSBS”, he added.
He urged Prime Minister 
MianShehbaz Sharif and 
Finance Minister Miftah Is-
mail to consider increasing 
tax on a wide range of SSBs 
including Sodas, Juices, ener-
gy drinks, flavored milk, iced 
teas and other sugary drinks. 
Consultant Food Policy Pro-
gram at Global Health Ad-
vocacy Incubator Munawar 
Hussain said the fiscal poli-
cies have an important role 
in setting priorities for pub-
lic health and nutrition. He 
said that increasing taxes on 
sugary drinks and ultra-pro-
cessed foods was an evidence 
based strategy to reduce 
their consumption, obesity, 
diabetes and other NCDs. 
“World Bank has recently 
concluded the impact mode-
ling of SSB tax in Pakistan. 
The study indicates that 
progressively increased ex-
cise taxes on a wide range 
of SSBs will mainly reduce 
diabetes in the country. It 
also indicates that the gov-
ernment can collect signif-
icantly high tax for next 10 
years if FED is progressive-
ly increased on SSBs”.
Secretary General Diabet-
ic Association of Pakistan 
(DAP) Professor Abdul Ba-
sit said over 400,000 people 
were dying every year due 
to diabetes or its complica-
tions in Pakistan. “Our Paki-
stanis spent more than 2.64 
billion USD on diabetes 
during the year 2021 which 
is a significant threat to our 
economy. – APP

05 anti-social 
elements 

held; drugs, 
liquors seized

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad po-
lice have arrested 05 crimi-
nals from different areas of the 
city, a police spokesman said. 
He said that police teams also 
recovered 260 gram hashish, 
02 liquor canes and weapons 
with ammunition from their 
possession. Following the 
directives of IGP Islamabad 
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, spokes-
person said that Islamabad 
police accelerated crackdown 
against criminal elements in 
order to reduce crime rate in 
the federal capital.
In this regard special police 
teams of different police sta-
tions were formed to take 
stern action against those 
involved in anti social activ-
ities. According to the de-
tails, one of the Golra police 
team arrested an accused 
involved in drug peddling 
namely Muhammad Zahoor 
and recovered 260 gram 
hashish from his possession.
Similarly, Industrial Area 
police arrested two accused 
namely Kamran Masih and 
Javed and recovered two 
liquor canes from their pos-
session. Likewise, Nilore 
and Shamas Colony police 
teams arrested two accused 
namely HammadSadiq and 
Muhammad Imran for pos-
sessing illegal weapon and 
recovered one 9mm and 30 
bore pistols with ammuni-
tion from their possession.
Cases against all the nom-
inated accused have been 
registered and further inves-
tigations are underway. IGP 
Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir 
Khan has appreciated this 
overall performance of the po-
lice teams and further ordered 
to intensify the crackdown. 
“Safety and security of the cit-
izens is our foremost priority 
and no laxity will be tolerated 
in this regard” he added.

Experts see no hurdles in 
granting GB provisional status

Discussing the socio-political dimensions of GB, Mr. Afzal Ali Shigri 
stated that given the constitutional limbo, there was lack of interest 

in GB’s development and allocation of adequate resources
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Grant GB ‘provision-
al province’ status was the unani-
mous recommendation of the sem-
inar on ‘Gilgit-Baltistan in National 
Security Calculus’ organised by the 
Centre for Aerospace & Security 
Studies (CASS) in Islamabad. The 
discussion focused on the current 
political status of GB, its role in 
securing China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), its linkage with 
the Jammu & Kashmir dispute 
and recommended a way forward 
according to the aspirations of the 
people of the region.
Eminent speakers included Ma-
jor General Dr Ehsan Mehmood 
Khan, Director General, Institute 
for Strategic Studies, Research 
& Analysis (ISSRA); Mr. Afzal 
Ali Shigri, Former Inspector Gen-
eral, Police Service of Pakistan; 
Justice Syed ManzoorGillani, for-
mer Chief Justice Supreme Court 
and High Court, Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK); Ambassador Aizaz 
Ahmad Chaudhry, Director Gen-
eral, Institute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad (ISSI). The seminar 
was chaired by President CASS 

Air Marshal Farhat Hussain Khan 
(Retd), while AsadUllah Khan, 
Senior Researcher at the Centre 
moderated the proceedings.
While delivering the Opening Ad-
dress, Air Marshal Farhat Hus-
sain Khan highlighted that prox-
imity with Afghanistan, China, 
IIOJK and AJK made GB strate-
gically important. The President 
lamented that despite the sev-
en-decade old desire of its pop-
ulace and firm commitments by 
all three major political parties 
of Pakistan, GB was neither a 

province of Pakistan nor part of 
the federation. The people of GB 
continue to be deprived of their 
basic fundamental rights granted 
to all citizens and were not stake-
holders in any decision-making 
in the country. ‘By ignoring the 
wishes of the people of GB, in 
this information age, the state 
of Pakistan unintentionally may 
be creating various fault lines, 
including alienation of its peo-
ple, that could be exploited by 
the enemy and impact Pakistan’s 
national security and security of 

CPEC,’ he warned.
In his Keynote Address, Major 
General Dr Ehsan Mehmood 
Khan provided an in-depth assess-
ment of national security, its vari-
ous contours and linked it to the 
geographic, cultural, historical, 
and geostrategic significance of 
GB. He pointed out that GB was 
a heterogenous region marked by 
ethnic, linguistic, and sectarian di-
versities rather than differences. 
According to him, geographically 
and culturally, the region was a 
natural part of Pakistan. Major 

General Khan also discussed GB’s 
role in national defence as the 
region is Pakistan’s mountainous 
and glacial frontier with a his-
tory of belligerence from India. 
In his assessment, GB provided 
all-weather connectivity for CPEC 
and shared that Maqpon Das was a 
vital Special Economic Zone apart 
from other tourist and fruit pro-
cessing zones. 
The Keynote Speaker was of the 
view that the positive role of GB’s 
youth in Pakistan’s development 
should not be underestimated giv-
en its highest literacy rate as well 
as their emphatic denunciation of 
sectarianism and violence through 
educational activism. 
The ‘national security of Pakistan 
is inextricably linked with GB’, 
he concluded. Discussing the so-
cio-political dimensions of GB, 
Mr. Afzal Ali Shigri stated that 
given the constitutional limbo, 
there was lack of interest in GB’s 
development and allocation of ade-
quate resources. He stressed that 
although tourism had generated 
many employment opportunities, 
a lack of attention to environmen-
tal protection wasdestroying the 
region’s natural beauty. 

Mayor Peshawar 
Haji Ali visits FPCCI 

Capital Office
ISLAMABAD: Haji Zubair 
Ali, Mayor Peshawar was 
discussing the problem 
faced by the business com-
munity of Peshawar during 
his visit to FPCCI Capital 
Office Islamabad.   Sena-
tor Haji Ghulam Ali, Vice 
President SAARC Chamber 
and Mirza Abdul Rehman, 
Chairman Coordination, 
FPCCI Capital Office were 
also present during a meet-
ing at FPCCI Capital Office. 
He said Development of 
trade industry  & the pro-
motion of investment in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, es-
pecially in Peshawar is very 

essential.   All participants 
agreed to take joint steps to 
provide facilities to the busi-
ness community especially 
the small traders. All Partic-
ipants mutually stated that 
the business community 
& Government and institu-
tions need to work together 
to increase the economic 
condition of Pakistan. 
The government should 
provide special relief to the 
business community to pro-
mote trade and industrial 
activities. He said that gov-
ernment’s cooperation with 
the private sector is essen-
tial step for strengthening 

and development of the Pa-
kistan’s economy. 
The government should focus 
to facilitate the business com-
munity in the forthcoming 
budget to increase investment 
and to boost up economic 
growth.  Senator Haji Ghu-
lam Ali, VP SAARC CCI, Mr. 
Omar Masood-ur-Rehman, 
Vice President FPCCI & 
Mirza Abdul Rehman, Chair-
man Coordination FPCCI 
Capital Office, Islamabad add-
ed that the country’s econom-
ic growth and the resolution of 
problems of traders and indus-
trialists should be main focus 
of the stake holders. – PR

6,186 
citizens get 
fine tickets 

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) issued 
6,186 fine tickets to road us-
ers over violation of traffic 
signals during ongoing year, 
a police spokesman said.
He said that special cam-
paign was underway to 
check violations while var-
ious squads were perform-
ing duties at main roads of 
the city and taking action 
against the violators.
During ongoing year, the 
police spokesman said that 
6,186 road users were fined 
over violation of traffic sig-
nals.Meanwhile, Senior 
Superintendent of Police 
(Traffic) Mustafa Tanveer 
said that efforts were under-
way to ensure disciplinary 
traffic system in the city. 
He said that ITP personnel 
were directed to ensure 
implementation of traffic 
rules and regulations irre-
spective of status and rank 
and demonstrate patience 
and politeness while issuing 
traffic violation tickets to 
the road users.
He said that ITP was utiliz-
ing all available resources 
to facilitate the general pub-
lic. The force issued traffic 
violation tickets not as a 
punitive measure but the 
purpose was to ensure safe 
road environment in the 
Capital and secure the lives 
of the people. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Head of Chancery, Nigerian High Commission Oyedele Sheriff Olatunji 
visiting the stall during Environment Expo at Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (ICCI) in Federal Capital. – DNA

Islamabad police get 
Rs. 200m honorarium 
ISLAMABAD:The employees of Islamabad police were 
granted an amount of Rs. 200 million during the last five 
years as honorarium for performing best in their respec-
tive divisions. Honorarium is granted to the employees on 
the basis of annual budget allocation and recommendations 
received from supervisory officers on the basis of good per-
formance towards their assigned duties, police source told 
APP on Wednesday adding that an amount of Rs.200 million 
was granted as honorarium during the last five years. 
He said that 10 million honorarium was granted during the 
year 2017-18, Rs. 30 million during 2018-19, Rs. 50 million 
during 2019-20, Rs. 50 million again during 2020-21 and Rs. 
60 million during 2021-22. The source said that special hon-
orarium was announced for the personnel who performed 
duties during budget sessions 2018-19, 2019-20 and 2020-21. 
The same have not been paid yet due to non-availability of 
budget. Funds have already been demanded for the purpose 
by ICT Police through supplementary grant during CFY 
2021-22. Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf has 
also directed the Finance Ministry on May 25, 2022 to sort 
out the matter through supplementary grant and submit a 
compliance report within a week. He also referred this mat-
ter to the concerned standing committee. – APP
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EU’s oil embargo New cold war must 
not come to S. PacificI n the lead-up to this week’s European Union summit in Brus-

sels, Germany’s economy minister and deputy chancellor, Robert 
Habeck, warned that unity over sanctions on Russia was “starting to 

crumble”. If that assessment was intended to galvanise EU leaders at a 
crucial moment, it appears to have just about done its job.
The partial embargo on Russian oil imports agreed at the summit on 
Monday night constitutes a significant, if belated, ratcheting up of eco-
nomic pressure on Vladimir Putin’s regime. After a month of negotia-
tions between member states, objections from Hungary were finally 
overcome through a temporary exemption for oil transported through 
a Soviet-era pipeline to central Europe. Given that Germany and Poland 
will forgo imports from this source, by the end of the year the embargo 
should cover over 90% of Russian oil supplies to Europe. 
The EU’s foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, was therefore justified in 
describing the oil embargo as a show of unity and a “landmark” agree-
ment. An announcement of €9bn in economic aid to Ukraine was also 
welcome, although it should only be seen as a start. 
However, financing that colossal challenge is tomorrow’s task. In the 
shorter term – as it attempts to intensify the financial squeeze on Mr 
Putin – the west must give Ukraine the military assistance it needs 
to resist Russian forces, while continuing to avoid moves that risk 
escalating and widening the war. In May, Washington committed to 
a $40bn package to aid Ukraine’s war effort, and the supply of US 
weapons is accelerating – including vital artillery capability. Europe-
an countries need to up the pace of their own contributions, as the 
Kremlin attempts to concentrate overwhelming force in the east and 
annexe new territory. But the US president, Joe Biden, was right 
this week to rule out sending long-range missile systems to Ukraine 
which could be deployed to hit targets inside Russia. 
The goal, as Mr Putin’s appalling war of choice continues, must be that 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy and the Ukrainian people are enabled to 
negotiate its end from a position of strength and dignity. If this is to be 
achieved, it will be through a combination of economic pressure on Mos-
cow and military resistance. Russia’s armed forces are being steadily 
and damagingly depleted, even as incremental territorial gains are made. 
Thus far, Mr Putin has shown total disregard for the human cost of his inva-
sion, now measured in tens of thousands of lost lives. But the cumulative im-
pact of sanctions can set logistical limits to his brutal revanchist ambitions. 
This week’s oil embargo is an important step in that direction.

F rom May 26 to June 4, State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi is paying official visits to eight countries in the Pacific region 
upon invitation.  He will also pay a virtual visit to the Federated 

States of Micronesia, hold a video conference with the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister of the Cook Islands and Premier and Foreign Min-
ister of Niue, and host the second China-Pacific Island Countries For-
eign Ministers’ Meeting in Fiji. This is the first time that the Chinese 
foreign minister will visit all Pacific island countries that have diplomat-
ic relations with China and also the first time that a meeting under the 
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting mechanism will be held in a Pacific island 
country. This normal interaction between sovereign states, however, 
has made Washington and Canberra extremely anxious.
Since May, the US has accelerated the promotion of its so-called Indo-Pacific 
Strategy, and launched a diplomatic offensive around China. The South Pa-
cific region has been unilaterally listed by the US in its Indo-Pacific Strategy 
as a key part. In the joint statement from Quad leaders released in Tokyo on 
May 24, there is a separate paragraph emphasizing the Quad countries will 
further enhance cooperation with Pacific island countries. Taking the US and 
Australia’s words and deeds over the past few months into consideration, we 
can easily decipher their diplomatic rhetoric and grasp the unspoken mes-
sage: The US and Australia have declared that they will “confront China” and 
“compete for influence” with China.  
For Washington, the South Pacific region has long been synonymous with 
“nuclear weapons testing grounds” and “nuclear waste dumping grounds,” 
while Australia blatantly calls the region its “backyard.” In February, US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken visited Fiji in a rushed manner. Acting Fijian 
Prime Minister Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum bluntly said there was a general feeling 
in Pacific island countries that “Washington is talking about us, not talking to 
us.” Everyone knows that if it weren’t for China, the US and Australia would 
probably not have bent over to look at those South Pacific island countries. 
Climate change is the very issue that South Pacific island countries most 
care about. In November, when former Australian prime minister Scott Mor-
rison spoke at the UN Climate Summit, he even referred to “tackling climate 
change” as “tackling China.” He spoke his mind.
The people of South Pacific island countries hope to be respected and live a good 
life. At an international conference, some Australian scholars shared their experi-
ence of visiting these countries in recent years: When they got off the plane, they 
saw that the airport runway and terminal building were renovated; everything was 
different from 10 years ago. The local people have made money by working in Chi-
nese enterprises, and their living standards have improved significantly. They asked 
themselves: What did we do in the island countries before?
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S urveying the Republican field for 
2024, I found a clear front-runner 
in former president Donald Trump 

and plenty of bench strength. There’s a 
front-runner on the Democratic side, too 
— if President Joe Biden wants another 
run, it is hard to imagine anyone taking 
him on, no matter their personal misgiv-
ings.
If Biden doesn’t run, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris is as prohibitive a favour-
ite as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis is in a 
Trump-less GOP field. But leading a pack 
is never an enviable position. Everything 
gets thrown at the leader. Third or fourth 
is fine at this stage. So who could seize 
the nomination from her if the president 
retires — as seems likely to many.
Start with senators: Vermont’s Bernie 
Sanders, Massachusetts’s Elizabeth War-
ren, Minnesota’s Amy Klobuchar, New 
Jersey’s Cory Booker, New York’s Kirst-
en Gillibrand, and Colorado’s Michael F. 
Bennet and John Hickenlooper have all 
displayed the Oval Office itch before; it 
never goes away.
Sanders running at 81 or 82, much less 
winning at 83, seems at best improbable. 
Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
hasn’t distinguished himself in the Cabi-
net — yet — but unsnarling ports and sup-
ply chains could still turn out to be his 
calling card. Democrats will find it hard 
to deny the stage to anyone who has run 

before.
I’ve written before 
that Pennsylvania 
Attorney General 

Josh Shapiro has a 
formidable combi-
nation of intellect 
and charm, and 
should he romp in 
the Keystone State 
governor’s race this 
fall — he narrowly 
outpolled Joe Biden 
statewide in 2020 
— he might earn a 
slot on the nation-
al ticket, much as 
Harris did in 2020. 
Stacey Abrams will 
show up on most 
lists if she takes the 
Georgia governor’s 
office this fall — and 

perhaps even if she does not
That leaves open the billionaire lane. No, 
not Mike Bloomberg. Did anyone else 
notice Jeff Bezos’s recent tweets about 
inflation? Inflation is a career killer for 
incumbents at the federal level, and even 
sitting governors get splattered with its 
mud. But not executives of unquestioned 
success, especially someone like the Am-
azon founder who not only can speak to 
supply chains but who has built them.
He has so far has been nimble in his pub-
lic appearances, and while he is no longer 
chief executive, his company has proved 
that it can deliver for people. Amazon’s 
response to the draft decision in the pend-
ing Mississippi abortion case — it will pay 
travel costs for employees seeking abor-
tions — is going to become a progressive 
“must have” from corporate America.
There are other billionaires, of course, but 
cash must come with charisma. Bring the 
voters a story, and a back story, and even 
more besides: known achievement. Bring 
us what made Buttigieg plausible in 2020: 
brains and a fluid delivery.
Most of presidential politics has boiled 
down to the ability to deliver in the mo-
ment that the national audience tunes in. 
Voters want to see clear leadership under 
pressure, so they can have some confi-
dence of their choice in a real crisis. That’s 
what made Bill Clinton and Barack Obama 
two-term presidents, the only Democratic 

presidents to be reelected since FDR.
Some Republicans and not a few pundits 
are obsessed with the possibility that 
Hillary Clinton could run again — in part 
because they have always over-feared 
her and because she triggers the Never 
Hillary wing of the GOP in 50 ways.
More than one television executive drools 
over a Trump-Clinton rematch for one rea-
son: ratings. It’s all about the ratings. But 
all that misses how exhausted and impa-
tient Democrats are with the gang from 
Chappaqua, N.Y., and Little Rock — and 
have been for years.
It’s not my tribe though, and I thought Ted 
Kennedy was going to take down Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter in the 1980 primaries. 
I thought Clinton was going to best Obama 
in 2008, and I assumed that Harris would 
clear the field in 2020.
It’s a strange business, presidential cam-
paigning, and the leftward migration of 
the party has older Democratic operatives 
such as James Carville warning that the 
drift has gone too far. That’s a sign that it 
is unlikely to stop now.
Exactly 50 years ago, the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment 
took place in Stockholm. This was the first 
UN conference of world leaders to make 
the environment a major global issue. On 
2-3 June 2022, world leaders are coming 
together again in Stockholm to mark its 
50th anniversary.
They are expected to talk about the state 
of the climate and the environment under 
the theme “A healthy planet for every-
one’s prosperity — Our responsibility, our 
opportunity”. The UN General Assembly, 
in a Resolution on May 24, 2021, had de-
cided to convene this Stockholm+50 to or-
ganise leadership dialogues on the actions 
for a healthy planet and prosperity for all, 
sustainable and inclusive recovery from 
the Covid-19 pandemic, and faster imple-
mentation of the environmental dimen-
sion of sustainable development.
These leadership dialogues involving all 
relevant stakeholders are expected to 
contribute at the Stockholm+50 to some 
clear and concrete recommendations on 
strengthening international cooperation 
and messages for action.
Just a few days before the Stockholm+50, 
as part of the preparation, Sweden also 
hosted the environmental ministers meet-
ing of the G20 countries. This UN Con-

ference in Stockholm hopes to increase 
the pace of the countries’ transition to a 
sustainable future for the planet.
This week’s planned deliberations high-
light the importance of global coopera-
tion and multilateralism to address the 
triple planetary crisis — climate, nature, 
and pollution. All UN member states are 
invited to attend the Stockholm+50 as all 
have a shared responsibility for the global 
environmental challenges. The UN Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres and the 
US climate envoy John Kerry are expect-
ed to attend, among other world leaders.
However, it is important to ask, what 
are these rounds of deliberations among 
world leaders to deliver in concrete to face 
the global environmental crisis?
In 1972, 114 global leaders met in Stock-
holm under the slogan ‘Only one Earth’ to 
agree on the future environmental work 
on the planet. The Stockholm Declaration 
then aimed to inspire and guide the world 
in preserving and improving the human 
environment. The 1972 Stockholm Con-
ference became iconic for the modern 
environmental movement and aroused 
widespread interest and civic participa-
tion worldwide.
Not only the global leaders but activists 
from all over the world also had gathered 
in Stockholm in a never-before-seen global 
movement for the environment. But what 
has happened during these five decades? 
Unfortunately, not so much that world 
leaders or environmental activists can 
be proud of. The Stockholm Conference 
in 1972 had emphasised the need for a 
planned and careful transition from the 
unsighted economic growth to sustainabil-
ity. In the last five decades, many parts of 
the world have witnessed rapid economic 
growth and a reduction in extreme pover-
ty. However, several countries have also 
faced financial crises that have pushed 
millions of families into poverty.
The debt burden of developing countries 
has multiplied. More than 800 million 
people go to sleep without food every day. 
The gap between the developed and devel-
oping countries has widened further. The 
number of poor and unemployed people is 
at its highest level ever. Many regions and 
societies have been left behind and strug-
gling for survival.
The quest for economic growth and, in 
some cases, even providing food and shel-

ter to a rapidly expanding world popula-
tion has led to the widespread devastation 
of renewable natural resources like land, 
air, water, forest, and biodiversity.
The decline in the availability of these 
resources already threatens the life and 
survival of present and future genera-
tions. Climate change has brought further 
uncertainties over the availability of these 
critical resources and even threatens the 
survival of this planet. There is no doubt 
that climate change has now become a se-
rious concern.
In 1972, the Stockholm Declaration had 
clearly warned, “A point has been reached 
in history when we must shape our actions 
throughout the world with a more prudent 
care for their environmental consequenc-
es. Through ignorance or indifference, we 
can do massive and irreversible harm to 
the earthly environment on which our life 
and well-being depend.”
Instead of heeding this warning, we con-
tinue to overexploit nature, destroy the 
soil, pollute the water, cut down the for-
ests and do very little to control the car-
bon emission filling the atmosphere. We 
continue to ignore that environmental 
degradation and climate change take away 
our basic human security.
After 50 years of the 1972 Stockholm Con-
ference, the world is still far from transit-
ing to a sustainable and just economy with 
green policies and institutions.
It will be naive to expect much from the 
gathering and deliberations of world 
leaders this week in Stockholm to cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary of the UN 
Conference on Human Environment. 
There is no usual diplomatic buzz and 
very little expectation over any deci-
sions coming out of the Conference. It 
is very likely to be another occasion for 
deliberations over the world’s environ-
mental crises without taking any deci-
sion on how to address them.
Being occupied with the Ukraine Crisis 
and its Nato membership issues, the host, 
Sweden, does not look well prepared for 
this important Conference.
The global focus on war and refugee issues 
has forced the critical environment and cli-
mate issues into the background. With the 
Stockholm+50, unfortunately, the world is 
going to miss another opportunity to save 
the planet.
Courtesy: Gulf News

W hat is clear from the YouGov 
poll published in Arab News 
today is that NATO and Eu-

ropean powers have to work harder in 
various areas of the world, including the 
Middle East, to explain their actions and 
put their case. Many respondents felt 

noncommittal but 
craved an end to 
the conflict as 
soon as possible. 

Ignoring the re-
gion as the EU 
and the US have 
done on so many is-
sues recently is so 
short-sighted. The 
poll shows why a 
skeptical audience 
in the Middle East 
does not under-
stand the Western 
position on the 
Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. 
Trust in Western 
powers has not ex-
actly been high in 
the Middle East. 
This is understand-
able given the co-
lonial and imperial 
records of powers 
such as Britain, 
France and latter-

ly the US. Everyone in the region knows 
about the betrayals of Sykes-Picot and the 
Balfour Declaration. Everyone knows how 
the poorly conceived US and UK war on 
Iraq in 2003 turned out, a disaster Iraq 

has yet to recover from. Russia does not 
have quite the same legacy to contend 
with. 
In contrast, if you go to eastern Euro-
pean and Baltic states who lived under 
the yolk of the Soviet Union, you find 
an entirely different picture. They feel 
threatened, as clearly now do Finland 
and Sweden who are on the path to join-
ing NATO. The Russian invasion has 
united NATO powers and Europe at a 
time when divisions had been rampant. 
The poll highlights the perception that 
this is a European war and not something 
of direct concern to the region. It has ex-
tremely serious knock-on effects, but it is 
not a conflict to take sides on. Most coun-
tries want to see this ended and to main-
tain relations with both Russia and the US. 
Mediating an outcome to this disastrous 
war has proved tough for European pow-
ers. They know this has upended the 
post-Second World War security archi-
tecture. The challenge is how to end this 
swiftly but to ensure that this is perma-
nent, not just a cease-fire, where war can 
begin again at some point in the future. 
European powers do not want to live in 
the shadow of Russian threats and aggres-
sion. Russian leaders clearly do not want 
to feel threatened by NATO. 
The challenge is how to provide an exit for 
Putin from Ukraine. Russian forces have 

not fared well and the “three day war” has 
continued for three months and counting, 
with Russia being forced back both from 
the edge of Kyiv and also Kharkiv. 
Ukrainian forces could actually win, 
but that also poses a problem in how 
dangerous the wounded Russian bear 
would be. Is it wise to humiliate Rus-
sia? Aiming for an all-out victory could 
end up as an all-out loss. 
Many have criticized the likes of Presi-
dent Macron of France for continuing a 
dialogue with President Putin. They can-
not see the point. They may be right in 
that the Russian president seems very 
determined and unlikely to just with-
draw. Many argue that the likes of Ma-
cron and Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Ger-
many may privately believe that Ukraine 
should lose some territory for the sake 
of a broader peace, something Ukraini-
ans would oppose. Scholz has called for 
“a cease-fire in Ukraine as quickly as 
possible.” However, the recently elected 
German chancellor has faced major crit-
icisms within the German parliament 
over dragging his feet on Ukraine. Ital-
ian leaders have also been reluctant to 
be as forthright as some of their NATO 
partners. Hungary under President Or-
ban is barely in the European camp on 
this, and is blocking any further sanc-
tions on Russia even though this has 

caused major ructions with is neighbors, 
especially Poland. 
The counter argument to this is powerful. 
Russia occupied and annexed Crimea in 
2014 and started a war in eastern Ukraine. 
It reinvaded Ukraine in 2022, had invaded 
Georgia in the past and pummelled Chechn-
ya. How does one ensure that Russia would 
be content with just some additional territo-
ry in Ukraine and stop? Would this also not 
reward aggression? What sort of security 
guarantees would be sufficient for vulnera-
ble states and indeed Ukraine itself? 
Russia is on the back foot militarily so is 
this the time perhaps to push for a deal? 
It may have to be bold but would have to 
include the withdrawal of Russian forces 
to the pre-Feb. 24 front lines minimum. 
Russia will want to see lifting of sanc-
tions and guarantees for ethnic Russians 
in eastern Ukraine.
It will not be easy. Trust is non-existent. 
Neutral brokers trusted by all parties 
are not readily available. China could 
play a role but is closer to Russia. Israel 
and Turkey tried to mediate but failed. 
Without a viable political process then 
things could deteriorate rapidly. The 
fear is that by the time of any future poll 
of Arab opinion, the crisis will have en-
gulfed the Middle East, just as it has Eu-
rope, as this conflict goes truly global.
Courtesy: Arab News

Mediating an outcome to this 
disastrous war has proved tough 
for European powers. They know 
this has upended the post-Second 
World War security architecture. 
The challenge is how to end this 

swiftly but to ensure that this 
is permanent, not just a cease-
fire, where war can begin again 

at some point in the future. 
European powers do not want 

to live in the shadow of Russian 
threats and aggression

Most of presidential politics has 
boiled down to the ability to deliver 

in the moment that the national 
audience tunes in. Voters want to 

see clear leadership under pressure, 
so they can have some confidence 

of their choice in a real crisis. That’s 
what made Bill Clinton and Barack 
Obama two-term presidents, the 
only Democratic presidents to be 

reelected since FDR
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Turkiye ties 
brotherly, 
historical
From Page 01

with Pakistan in the manufac-
turing of ships. Erdogan said 
during their meeting, that 
they had discussed the region-
al and international issues in 
detail. Turkish President said 
they have reaffirmed to en-
hance the scope of bilateral 
ties, adding the high-level 
meeting would be held in Is-
lamabad in September which 
would further provide an 
opportunity for both coun-
tries to further foster their 
brotherly ties. President Er-
dogan resolved that the close 
friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries 
would be further strength-
ened. Earlier, the two leaders 
also witnessed the signing 
of various agreements and 
MoUs for enhanced coop-
eration in diverse areas of 
mutual interests. Prior to 
the joint press conference, 
the prime minister was wel-
comed by the Turkish pres-
ident welcoming him upon 
his arrival at the Presidential 
Palace. PM Shehbaz, who is 
on a three-day official visit, 
was presented with a guard 
of honour while the national 
anthem of the two countries 
was also performed upon his 
arrival. The prime minister is 
accompanied by Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto, Infor-
mation Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb, Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif along with the 
premier’s special aides in-
cluding Fahad Hussain.

PM urges  
to promote 
Pak-Turk 
trade ties 
From Page 01

disasters. He said through 
a joint adventure, the two 
countries can rapidly move 
to the path of development 
and prosperity. Shehbaz 
Sharif said the government 
is taking effective steps to 
meet the current economic 
challenges being face by Pa-
kistan. The Prime Minister 
also invited Turkish inves-
tors to invest in Pakistan in 
the fields of hydro, solar and 
wind power projects. He 
lauded the Turkish invest-
ment in solar parks projects 
in Pakistan as well. Shehbaz 
Sharif said Pakistan will be 
capable to produce 40,000 
megawatt hydroelectricity 
after construction of dams 
in the country.
He said Pakistan wants to 
take the benefits from Turk-
ish capabilities in diverse 
sectors as it has immense 
experience in construc-
tion of dams, production 
of cheaper electricity and 
manufacturing vehicles. 
The Prime Minister said 
that Turkish investments in 
the country will also lead 
to profit to their business 
community besides develop-
ment of Pakistan. 

PTI demands 
UN probe 
into march 
violence

From Page 01

censorship and violence 
during the “Azadi March” 
on May 24-25. In the letter, 
Mazari told the UN officials 
that Pakistan has been en-
gulfed in a “political crisis” 
since the ouster of Imran 
Khan from the prime minis-
ter’s office. She added that 
there has been public anger 
“reflected in huge rallies” 
after the Imran Khan-led 
government was ousted 
through a “regime change 
scheme”.  The former hu-
man rights minister also 
shared that the PTI govern-
ment was replaced by a pol-
itician who is “involved in 
multiple money laundering 
cases and is out on bail”.
PTI demands UN to probe 
state excesses, human rights 
violations during Azadi 
March The letter stated that 
the government “backed by 
the establishment” had tak-
en “repressive measures” 
against the “Azadi march”. 
The UN was also told that 
the and federal government 
began a crackdown against 
the PTI workers and leaders 
in Sindh and Punjab that were 
“supported by rangers”. Talk-
ing about the raids by the gov-
ernment, the former minister 
wrote that the government 
violated human rights and 
“used force against unarmed 
and peaceful civilians in Pun-
jab, Sindh and Islamabad”.

‘Won’t allow 
Fasadi March 
in Islamabad’ 

From Page 01

Sanaullah said that for main-
taining law and order, it has 
been decided to provide 
more financial, technical 
resources and legal support 
to Islamabad Police and 
Frontier Constabulary while 
salaries and allowances of 
police will be made equal 
to those of Punjab Police. 
He said the government has 
decided to immediately pay 
the arrears of Rs 1 billion of 
the Police Martyrs Package 
while the Frontier Constab-
ulary will also be provided 
necessary training to use 
it as an anti-riot force. He 
went on to say that for the 
foolproof security of the 
federal capital the govern-
ment intends to modernize 
Islamabad Safe City in the 
style of Lahore, and to en-
sure law and order as well 
as street crime the coverage 
of cameras in Islamabad are 
being increased to 100 per-
cent. The minister said the 
federal cabinet has strongly 
condemned the violence 
and attacks on police, Rang-
ers and FC personnel by 
the miscreants of the riot 
march. He also paid rich 
tributes to the police, Rang-
ers and FC for handling 
them professionally and en-
suring law and order.
He told the meeting that 
yesterday the federal cabi-
net strongly condemned the 
long marchers’ torture on 
the officials of police, Rang-
ers and FC.  It was decided 
in the meeting that technical 
and legal support would be 
provided to Islamabad police 
and FC for improving law 
and order situation in the 
federal capital. The meeting 
also agreed to bring Islam-
abad police’s salaries and 
allowances at par with their 
counterparts in Punjab.  The 
meeting decided to use the 
Frontier Constabulary as an-
ti-riot police for the help of Is-
lamabad police. The meeting 
participants were also agreed 
to make Islamabad security 
foolproof by modernizing the 
Islamabad Safe City project 
on the pattern of Lahore; 
and street crimes would be 
curbed and security and law 
and order would be main-
tained after installing CCTV 
cameras in streets.

Top Court 
disappointed 
over violence

From Page 01

rights and obligations of the 
protesting people, the ordi-
nary public and the duties of 
the state. “This balance was 
recorded in good faith by the 
Court whilst trusting the rep-
resentations made on behalf 
of the two opposing parties 
before it. We are disappoint-
ed to note that the bona fide 
effort made by the Court was 
disrespected,” the apex court 
said. The SC said it passed 
the order — by trusting the 
representations made and 
assurances given to the court 
— to create harmony between 
the two opposing sides for the 
sake of protecting the public 
interest and the constitution-
al rights of the people. “In 
the present case, to say the 
least, the moral high ground 
held by the parties has dimin-
ished because public rights, 
interests, and property of 
the disinterested public have 
been breached and damaged 
badly,” the SC said. 

Khan to... 
From Page 01

media coverage of the whole 
march was carried out under 
difficult circumstances and 
people were shelled brutal-
ly,” adding that “shells that 
are thrown at the terrorists 
were thrown at the protest-
ers.” He said that the coun-
try is going through a crucial 
time. “I am fighting this war 
for the future generations. 
If we fail, your children will 
have to fight this war.”

PTI files... 
From Page 01

others as respondents. PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan had 
abruptly announced the 
end of his ‘Azadi March’ 
on March 26 and had giv-
en the PML-N government 
a six-day ultimatum to an-
nounce a date for a general 
election. He had later said 
he called the march off due 
to fear of bloodshed. 
The petition filed in court 
today argued that the court 
should order that PTI be 
allowed to hold peaceful 
protests and gatherings in 
Islamabad and no obstacles 
should be put in the way of 
PTI protests in any city.

ISLAMABAD: Tomas Smetanka, Ambassador of Czech Republic to Pakistan calls on Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Ayaz Sadiq at Ministry of 
Economic Affairs. – DNA

 

Pakistan women beat  
Sri Lanka by eight wickets

KARACHI:  Leg-spinner Ghulam Fatima 
produced her career-best while seasoned 
opener Sidra Amin and captain Bismah Ma-
roof stroked half-centuries as Pakistan re-
corded a crushing eight-wicket win over Sri 
Lanka to take a 1-0 lead in the three-match 
ICC Women’s Championship ODI series at 
the Southend Club, Karachi on Wednesday.
This was the first match in the 10-team ICC 
Women’s Championship 2022-25 cycle, the 
top six sides at the end of the cycle (includ-
ing the tournament hosts) will qualify for 
the ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup 2025.
Set a 170-run target, Pakistan coasted him 
courtesy a 143-run alliance between Sidra 
and Bismah – Pakistan record for the sec-
ond-wicket in ODIs. The previous best was 
an unbeaten 133-run partnership between 
Javeria Khan and Nahida Khan against Ire-
land at Colombo in 2017.
On Wednesday afternoon, Sidra and Bis-
mah came together after the early loss of 
Muneeba Ali (14), the left-hander was dis-
missed with the total at 28 in the 8th over. 
The pair produced a series of impressive 
strokes while rotating the strike with great 
proficiency as Pakistan made light work of 
the paltry target. The right-handed Sidra 
reached the fourth fifty of her career on the 
82nd ball of her innings. Bismah registered 
her 16th fifty on the 84th ball of her innings. 
Sidra was bowled by Oshadi Ranasinghe for 

76 with Pakistan mere two runs away from 
the target.   Sidra scored 76 off 119 balls 
(seven fours) while Bismah contributed 62 
off 101 balls (five fours) Achini Kulasuriya 
and Oshadi Ranasinghe took the  wickets to 
fall in the Pakistan innings. Pakistan chased 
down the target in the 42nd over with 49 
balls to spare, Omaima Sohail hit the win-
ning run and returned unbeaten on one.
Earlier, Sri Lankan captain Chamari Athap-
aththu won the toss for the fourth consec-
utive time on the tour and like the T20Is, 
decided to bat first again.
Athapaththu lost her opening partner Hasi-
ni Perera (4) to a run out with the score at 
seven. The left-handed Sri Lankan captain 
was the second wicket to fall as she per-
ished attempting a big hit against left-arm 
spinner Sadia Iqbal. Athapaththu scored 25.
From 96 for three in the 30th over, Sri 
Lanka endured a mid-innings slump as they 
crashed to 96 for six in a space of four balls 
with Ghulam Fatima accounting for two 
wickets off successive balls. The first two 
go was Prasadani Weerakkody (30 off 44 
balls, three fours), Oshadhi Ranasinghe was 
bowled the next ball without offering a shot.
Sri Lanka only reached 169 due to a fighting 
unbeaten 49 off 50 balls (five fours, one six) 
by Kavisha Dilhari. Ghulam Fatima produced 
the best spell of her ODI career finishing with 
hugely impressive figures of 10-2-21-4. – APP

 

Nadal downs Djokovic to reach French Open semis
 

Sports Desk 

PARIS: Rafael Nadal edged a late-night 
classic against old rival Novak Djokovic in 
the early hours of Wednesday in four sets 
to reach his 15th French Open semi-final. 
The 13-time Roland Garros champion won 
the pair's 59th career meeting 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 
7-6 (7/4) after a four-hour-and-12-minute 
quarter-final on a raucous Court Philippe 
Chatrier. Nadal sealed his eighth victory in 
10 French Open matches against last year's 
winner Djokovic at 1:16 am local time (2316 
GMT Tuesday) to set up a last-four clash 
with third seed Alexander Zverev on Friday. 
"I'm very emotional. For me it's incredible 
to play here," said Nadal. "Playing against 
him is always an amazing challenge... To 
win against Novak, there is only one way, to 
play your best from the first point until the 
last." The 35-year-old has lost just three of 
his 113 matches on the Paris clay since his 
2005 title-winning debut and now only trails 
Djokovic 30-29 in their career head-to-head.
The Spaniard, seeded fifth, remains on course 
for a record-extending 22nd Grand Slam title 
after lifting this year's Australian Open, which 
Djokovic missed after being deported from 
the country over his Covid vaccination status. 

Djokovic overturned a double-break deficit 
to take an 88-minute second set and missed 
two set points when serving 
for the fourth to force 
a decider. The world 
number one will rue 
those missed chanc-
es while he waits 
until Wimbledon 
for his next opportu-
nity to take his Slam 
tally to 21. "Congrat-
ulations to Rafa, he was 
better in the important 
moments," said 
Djokovic. "He 
s h o w e d 
why he 
was a 
g r e a t 
champi-
on. Well 
done to 
him and 
his team, 
he deserves it." Nadal was a slight underdog 
heading into the match after being taken to 
five sets in the previous round by Felix Au-
ger-Aliassime and he had even hinted it could 
be his last appearance in Paris due to a persis-

tent foot injury. The colder, slower conditions 
of the night session were also expected to fa-
vour Djokovic. But the 'King of clay' smashed 
57 winners in a trademark performance to 
delight the crowd as he gained revenge for 
his semi-final loss to the same opponent 12 
months ago.
The spectators quickly realised they were 
not going to be disappointed, as Nadal 
broke in a bruising 10-minute opening game 
before saving two break points to open a 
3-1 lead. A crushing forehand winner in the 

fifth game gave Nadal a double break 
and he went on to serve out the 

opener with relative ease, 
ending his opponent's 

winning run of 22 sets. 
The first game of the 
second set was even 
longer than the first, 
but the result was 
the same as Nadal 
took his sixth break 
point. A string of 
unforced errors 

from Djokovic and Nadal's cute winner at 
the net saw the reigning champion a double 
break behind again. Djokovic finally took a 
break point for the first time when Nadal 
netted a drop shot, before winning another 

gruelling return game -- in which Nadal was 
given a warning for a time violation -- on his 
fifth break point to level the set. Opportu-
nities came and went for both players, but 
Nadal fired long as Djokovic took his sec-
ond set point in the 10th game. Nadal came 
out fighting though and broke, to love, in 
the first game for the third successive set. 
Djokovic saw another break point come and 
go before giving up his own serve again to 
slip 4-1 adrift. Nadal served out for a two-
sets-to-one lead in game eight as Djokovic 
blazed wide on the second set point, with 
the clock ticking past midnight and shiv-
ering fans reaching for blankets to keep 
warm. Djokovic missed a simple shot early 
in the fourth set and lashed out at the net 
in frustration, drawing deafening boos from 
the crowd. The top seed immediately refo-
cused though and broke serve for a 2-0 lead 
when a hotly-contested line call went in his 
favour. Djokovic had the chance to send the 
match into a decider on his own serve. But 
Nadal saved two set points before gobbling 
up a second break point with a trademark 
forehand winner. Nadal made a rapid start 
to the crucial tie-break to race into a 6-1 
advantage. Djokovic managed to save three 
of the match points, but Nadal got over the 
line at the fourth time of asking.

US official hopes to boost 
Pak-US economic ties 

 
News Desk 

WASHINGTON: The United States Special Representative 
for Commercial and Business Affairs, Dilawar Syed, spoke 
of strengthening Washington-Islamabad economic relations 
when he met Pakistan's Ambassador Sardar Masood Khan 
here on Thursday, according to a Pakistani embassy press 
release. Special Representative Dilawar Syed said a Paki-
stani-American, brings to his office a strong background in 
business and entrepreneurship, having built global enter-
prises in the fields of technology, healthcare and business 
services. Dilawar Syed immigrated to the United States 
from Pakistan as a college student to attend the College 
of Wooster in Ohio. He earned his Bachelor of Arts in eco-
nomics and computer science from the University of Texas 
at Austin and a Master of Business Administration from the 
Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania
Welcoming Special Representative Dilawar Syed at his resi-
dence, Ambassador Masood Khan congratulated him on his 
appointment to the high office in which he would help trans-
form global economic agenda around new technologies and 
the tech sector.  “We applaud your leadership,” the Paki-
stani envoy said. On his part, Special Representative Dila-
war Syed said that there was a huge potential to partnership 
and that Pakistan and the United States entrance in Silicon 

Valley would play a key role in growing bilateral commercial 
ties. Ambassador Masood Khan, according to the press re-
lease, expressed gratitude to the US government for build-
ing confidence about investment opportunities in Pakistan.
In response, Dilawar Syed he was looking forward to 
strengthening US-Pak economic partnership.

Swiatek into 
French Open 

semi final
 

Agencies

PARIS: World number one Iga Swiatek shook off some early 
nerves to extend her winning series to a staggering 33 as she 
beat American Jessica Pegu- la 6-3 6-2 to book her spot 
in the French Open semi-fi- nals on Wednesday. Swi-
atek, who turned 21 on Tuesday, is on the long-
est unbeaten run in the women's tour since 
Serena Williams bagged 34 victories in 
succession in 2013. The Polish 
player, gunning for a second title in 
three years at Roland Garros, 
appeared a tad shaky in the initial 
games before march- ing past the 11th 
seed to set up a meet- ing with Russian 
Daria Kasatkina for a place in Sat-
urday's final.
The 2020 cham-
pion is bidding to 
become the fourth 
player since 2000 to lift 
the Suzanne Leng- len Cup multiple 
times after Justine Henin, Serena 
Williams and Ma- r i a Sharapova. 
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BTS 

‘devastated’ 
by US hate 

crimes
Agencies

Washington:  South 
Korean K-pop sensations 
BTS didn’t sing a word 
but in a White House visit 
Tuesday to meet President 
Joe Biden the supergroup’s 
message against anti-Asian 
racism came loud and clear.
The seven stars, dressed 
in matching dark suits and 
ties, with white shirts, joined 
White House Press Secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre at 
the briefing room podium 
-- a tiny, but powerful stage. 
The singer Park Ji-min, bet-
ter known as Jimin, said 
through a translator that the 
group is “devastated by the 
recent surge of hate crimes” 
in the United States. Anoth-
er member, Suga, appealed 
for tolerance, saying, “It’s 
not wrong to be different. I 
think equality begins when 
we open up and embrace all 
of our differences.”
Group members did not 
take questions from re-
porters before going into 
a meeting with Biden and, 
according to the White 
House, recording “digi-
tal content.” Outside the 
mansion’s grounds on 
the other side of a tall 
black fence, fans who dub 
themselves the “Army” 
gathered in hopes of a 
glimpse. The brief appear-
ance before journalists 
itself reportedly garnered 
more than 300,000 view-
ers on the White House’s 
YouTube channel, more 
than 10 times the traffic 
on a day when the only 
people watching events 
in the briefing room are 
mostly media or political 
professionals.
 

Mexico bans 
sales of 

e-cigarettes
Foreign Desk

Mexico City:  Mexico 
banned sales of electronic 
cigarettes and other vaping 
devices on Tuesday because 
of concerns about their 
health effects, the govern-
ment announced. President 
Andres Manuel Lopez Ob-
rador said it was a “lie” to 
claim that e-cigarettes are 
a safe alternative to inhal-
ing tobacco smoke. “The 
vapors are also harmful for 
health,” added Lopez Obra-
dor, who signed a decree in-
troducing the ban on World 
No Tobacco Day.
He showed a pink vaping 
device to illustrate how the 
products are intended to ap-
peal to young people. “Look 
at the color, the design,” 
Lopez Obrador said. Mexico 
City authorities meanwhile 
announced that smoking of 
any kind would be prohibited 
in the capital’s main square, 
the Zocalo, and surrounding 
areas in the busy historic dis-
trict. City Hall said the move 
was aimed at raising aware-
ness of the health risks.

Brazil storm 
death toll 

rises to 106
Recife:  Flooding and land-
slides triggered by torrential 
rain have now killed at least 
106 people in northeastern 
Brazil, officials said Tuesday 
as emergency workers con-
tinued a desperate search. 
The force of the landslides 
ripped apart houses in neigh-
borhoods including Jardim 
Monteverde, a poor commu-
nity just outside the city of 
Recife. Locals have likened 
the roaring surge of mud 
to a tsunami. “It was a trag-
edy. I lost a lot of friends,” 
49-year-old resident Maria 
Heronize told AFP on the 
verge of tears. Rescue teams 
have found dozens of bodies 
buried after floodwater tore 
through the neighborhood 
on Saturday.
Six more bodies -- the last 
of those reported missing 
in the neighborhood -- were 
recovered Friday, bringing 
the search there to an end, 
the Pernambuco state gov-
ernment said. Elsewhere, 
at least eight people remain 
missing, said disaster man-
agement officials for the 
state, scene of the latest in 
a series of deadly weather 
disasters to hit Brazil in re-
cent months. Crews are us-
ing dogs trained to sniff for 
people and planes to locate 
the missing. 
At least 24 municipalities in 
Pernambuco have declared a 
state of emergency and more 
than 6,000 people have lost 
their homes or been forced 
to flee. – Agencies

‘Ukraine war 
inflamed 

global food 
crisis’

WASHINGTON: The 
UN secretary-general on 
Wednesday said the ongoing 
war in Ukraine has inflamed 
the global food crisis. At 
a joint press conference 
with Swedish Prime Minis-
ter Magdalena Andersson, 
Antonio Guterres said the 
war has also worsened the 
energy and financial crises, 
hitting the most vulnerable 
countries and economies.
He said urgent decisions are 
needed to ensure that Ukrain-
ian grain and Russian fertiliz-
ers reach global markets. The 
UN chief thanked Sweden for 
its unwavering support to the 
UN and multilateralism. On 
Tuesday, Turkish presidential 
spokesperson Ibrahim Kalin 
told journalists that President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan spoke 
to his Russian and Ukrainian 
counterparts over the phone 
about exporting Ukrainian 
agricultural products by sea.
Andersson, for her part, 
slammed the Russian attack 
on Ukraine, terming it an 
“unjustified, clear violation 
of international law.” Accus-
ing Russia of committing war 
crimes against the civilian 
population, she added: “Rus-
sia must be held accountable 
for its actions.” Asked about 
Ankara’s stance over the 
country’s NATO bid, Anders-
son said she looks forwards 
to further constructive meet-
ings with Türkiye. Sweden 
and Finland formally applied 
to join NATO on May 18, a 
decision spurred by Russia’s 
war on Ukraine, which began 
on Feb. 24. – Agencies

No 
monkeypox 

cases in 
Kazakhstan 

Foreign Desk

N U R - S U LTAN . K A Z IN  -
FORM – No cases of mon-
keypox have been regis-
tered in Kazakhstan so 
far, Minister of Healthcare 
Azhar Giniyat confirmed 
Wednesday, Kazinform cor-
respondent reports. While 
addressing the Govern-
ment’s meeting, Minister 
Giniyat assured that Ka-
zakhstan has not registered 
any cases of monkeypox so 
far. In her words, the cases 
of this infectious viral dis-
ease are mostly registered 
in the Western Africa, in-
cluding Congo and Nigeria. 
Despite all precautions, the 
fresh cases of monkeypox 
were reported in the UK, 
Portugal, and Spain.
«The early symptoms of mon-
keypox are fever, headache, 
shivering, rash,» said Azhar 
Giniyat, adding that the min-
istry stands ready to diagnose 
the disease with special tests. 
According to her, all arriving 
travelers are screened at the 
border. Temperature meas-
urements are taken in order 
to prevent the spread of mon-
keypox in Kazakhstan. 

Shanghai 
eases Covid 

curbs 
Monitoring Desk

Shanghai:  Shanghai 
slowly whirred back to life 
Wednesday as a range of 
Covid-19 restrictions were 
eased after a two-month 
lockdown that confined res-
idents to their homes and 
battered the Chinese econo-
my. The commercial hub of 
25 million people was closed 
down in sections from late 
March, when the Omicron 
virus variant fuelled China’s 
worst outbreak in two years. 
After some rules were gradu-
ally relaxed over the past few 
weeks, authorities on Wednes-
day began allowing residents in 
areas deemed low-risk to move 
around the city freely. “This is 
a moment that we have been 
looking forward to for a long 
time,” the Shanghai municipal 
government said in a state-
ment on social media.
“Because of the impact of 
the epidemic, Shanghai, 
a megacity, entered an 
unprecedented period of 
silence.” On Wednesday 
morning, commuters trick-
led into subway stations 
and office buildings, scan-
ning QR codes that certify 
they are virus-free. Some 
gathered in small groups to 
chat in a park, while staff at 
shopping centres and mar-
kets arranged products and 
cleaned in apparent prepa-
ration for customers. 
A day earlier, bright yellow 
barriers that had hemmed 
in buildings and city blocks 
for weeks were taken down 
in many areas. More than 
half a million remained 
under restrictions as of 
Wednesday, according to 
the authorities.

Ankara: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addressing Turkish Investors and Pakistani Businessmen at Pakistan Turkish Business Council 
(Deik- Foreign Economic Relations Board). Ankara. – DNA

 

There is great interest 
in referendum abroad

DNA

NUR-SULTAN: Kazakhstan is to hold 
a national referendum to introduce 
changes to the Constitution for 
the first time, Head of State 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev said, 
Kazijnform cites the press ser-
vice of the Kazakh President. 
«In Kazakhstan, a national 
referendum on changes to the 
Constitution is to take place for 
the first time. The event will 
be an important step toward 
strengthening demo-
cratic traditions 
in our country. 
The citizens 
of our coun-
try know in 
general the 
i m p o r t a n c e 
of the constitutional transformations,» 
said the President. The Head of State 
also noted that there is great interest 
in the referendum within the society 
and abroad. «This shows the wide social 
demand for public and political changes 

and the faith of people in the reality of 
the ongoing changes, which is natural 
because reforms are held in interests of 
the entire society and not to increase 

the privileges of some people, 
including President's,» said 

Tokayev. The Kazakh Head 
of State also said that he had 
and will have no intention to 
extend the terms of his pres-
idency with the use of the 
referendum - the question, 

according to him, he is asked 
within the country and abroad. 

In his words, the present-
ed program of 

political mod-
e r n i z a t i o n 
is very ex-
tensive in 
its content, 
with the 
main em-

phasis placed on strengthening the 
system of protection of rights and 
freedoms of people, greater participa-
tion of citizens in state government, 
increasing transparency and efficien-
cy of government institutions.

Polish FM calls  
reforms ambitious

News Desk 

NUR-SULTAN: OSCE Head, Polish For-
eign Minister Zbigniew Rau called the 
political reforms of Kazakhstan ambitious 
while meeting with Speaker of the Kazakh 
Majilis of Parliament Yerlan Koshanov, 
Kazinform cites the press service of the 
lower chamber of the Kazakh Parliament. 
Rau said that the agenda being realized 
by Kazakh President Kassym-Jomart To-
kayev in terms of the reform to introduce 
changes to the Constitution of Kazakhstan 
will allow strengthening of the Parliament. 
«We want to call Kazakhstan to make full 
use of everything our Organization and 
OSCE Program Office can provide - the 
resources and knowledge in implementing 
your ambitious political reform,» said the 

OSCE Chairman. Rau is paying a visit to 
Kazakhstan as part of the familiarization 
tour of the region as the newly elected 
OSCE Chairman. He is to visit Uzbekistan 
and Mongolia as well. Koshanov noted that 
the visit of the OSCE Chairman takes place 
ahead of the important political event for 
Kazakhstan - the referendum. 
The Majiliz speaker believes that it serves 
as the support for the cause of reforms of 
the Head of State and the national plebi-
scite. During the meeting, the sides dis-
cussed the current state of and prospects 
for interaction between Kazakhstan and 
OSCE, and bilateral Kazakhstan-Poland re-
lations, including parliamentary ones. Rau 
thanked the Kazakh people for accepting 
and supporting tens of thousands of Polish 
deported to Kazakhstan during the political 
repressions in the 30s of the last century. 

 

EU, C. Asia special 
envoys discuss 

Afghanistan
Agencies

NUR-SULTAN: The European Union (EU) and the Central 
Asian Special Representatives for Afghanistan convened 
in Almaty on May 31 for discussions on developments 
in Afghanistan, and recent policies affecting the rights 
and freedom of women and girls as well as solutions to 
challenges in the Afghan economy.  Kazakhstan’s delega-
tion was headed by the Deputy Chief of Presidential Staff 
Kazakhstan – Special Representative of the President for 
International Cooperation – Erzhan Kazykhan. 
EU Special Envoy for Afghanistan Tomas Niklasson, 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General 
for Afghanistan and Head of the United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan Deborah Lyons, and EU 
Special Representative for Central Asia Terhi Hakala 
also attended the conference.  Conference participants 
reaffirmed their shared aspirations for a peaceful, sta-
ble, and prosperous Afghanistan. 

Chinese scientist suggests 
organic farming methods 

Web Desk

BEIJING:  We must reduce the use of 
chemical fertilizers so organic farm-
ing methods such as fermented farm-
yard manure and returning straw to 
the field are worthy of promotion, by 
which can also effectively cope with 
the high price and shortage of local 
fertilizers.  We are very willing to 
share our experience with the Paki-
stani friends in this connection ” This 
was stated by Wang Yan, General Man-
ager of China's Yangling Qingpita Gar-
den Dragon fruit Demonstration Base, 
in an exclusive with China Economic 
Net (CEN). He noted that the harvest 
season for Pakistani mangoes already 
started.  This kind of fruit famed for 

strong flavor, high sweetness and fine 
fiber has long been favored by the 
world market. However, local farmers 
are worrying about the production re-
duction caused by various factors. 
According to an official of the Minis-
try of National Food Security and Re-
search, Pakistan last year produced 
around 1.7 to 1.8 million tons of man-
go, but this year, he said mango pro-
duction in the country might face a 30 
percent reduction. Some professionals 
have given even less optimistic fore-
casts.  “This year, mango production 
may be confined to 0.9 million tonnes 
from 1.8 million tonnes last year,” ac-
cording to All Pakistan Fruit and Vege-
?table Exporters Asso?ciation (PFVA) 
Patron in Chief Waheed Ahmed.
So, what is the root cause? Pakistan 

Agriculture Research Council (PARC) 
Chairman Dr Ghulam Ali indicated that 
the early arrival of summer and abnor-
mal high temperature did not allow the 
crop to get the required time for the pro-
cess of fruiting. Mid-March saw average 
temperatures between 37-42 degrees.  
In contrast, the average temperatures 
during the previous season were around 
34 degrees. Besides, rupee depreciation, 
rising labor costs along with high tariff of 
electricity and gas have significantly mul-
tiplied the cost of processing mangoes.  
Given this, exporters have been forced to 
slash the export target by 25,000 tonnes 
to 125,000 tonnes for the current sea-
son. Facing plight of Pakistani mangoes, 
Chinese and Pakistani experts are trying 
to find opportunities for cooperation to 
change the status quo. 

Janjua aims for fulfilling 
PM’s vision in Canada

DNA

VANCOUVER: The High Commission-
er of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
to Canada Ambassador Zaheer Aslam 
Janjua inaugurated the new premises 
of the Consulate General of Pakistan 
in Vancouver, official website of the 
Consulate General and Pakistan-West-
ern Canada Trade Association (PWC-
TA) on May 31, 2022.  This is in line 
with the vision of the political leader-
ship’s focus on economic diplomacy 
to capitalize on the trade potential be-
tween Pakistan and Western Canada. 
The High Commissioner also met and 
held deliberations with the community 
leaders with an emphasis on serving 
the Pakistani diaspora across Western 
Canada. Office bearers and members 
of various Associations that interacted 
with the High Commissioner included 
Pakistan Canada Association, Paki-
stani Canadian Cultural Association, 
Pakistani Canadian Women Society, 
Pakistan Canadian Community Asso-
ciation, Friends of Pakistan Canada 
Association and Pakistan-Western Can-
ada Trade Association.

 

Denmark votes 
on joining EU’s 
defence policy

Copenhagen:  Traditionally eurosceptic Denmark 
votes Wednesday in a referendum on whether to overturn 
its opt-out on the EU’s common defence policy after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. The vote comes on the heels of 
neighbouring Finland’s and Sweden’s historic applications 
for NATO membership, as the Ukraine war forces coun-
tries in Europe to rethink their security policies. More 
than 65 percent of Denmark’s 4.3 million eligible voters 
are expected to vote in favour of dropping the exemption, 
an opinion poll published on Sunday suggested.
Analysts’ predictions have, however, been cautious, 
given the low voter turnout expected in a country 
that has often said “no” to more EU integration, 
most recently in 2015. Polls open at 8:00 am (0600 
GMT) and close at 8:00 pm. Final results are due 
around 11:00 pm. “We must always cast our ballots 
when there is a vote”, Prime Minister Mette Fred-
eriksen urged Danes in the final televised debate of 
the campaign on Sunday. “I believe with all my heart 
that we have to vote ‘yes’. At a time when we need 
to fight for security in Europe, we need to be more 
united with our neighbours”, she said. Denmark has 
been an EU member since 1973, but it put the brakes 
on transferring more power to Brussels in 1992 when 
50.7 percent of Danes rejected the Maastricht Trea-
ty, the EU’s founding treaty. It needed to be ratified 
by all member states to enter into force. In order to 
persuade Danes to approve the treaty, Copenhagen 
negotiated a series of exemptions and Danes finally 
approved it the following year. – Agencies



thrusday, june 02, 2022     |    www.islamabadpost.com.pk

IslamabadPOST
Briefs Very hot 

weather 
likely in plain 

areas
ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan 
Meteorological Department 
(PMD) Thursday forecast 
rain-thunderstorm with 
gusty/dust raising winds for a 
few places in Gilgit Baltistan, 
Kashmir and upper Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa. According 
to the synoptic situation, 
continental air was prevailing 
over most parts of the coun-
try. Mainly hot and dry weath-
er is expected in most plain 
areas of the country, while 
very hot in south Punjab and 
upper Sindh. 
During the last 24 hours, the 
weather remained hot and dry 
in most parts of the country, 
while very hot in plain areas.  
However, rain-thunderstorm 
occurred at isolated places in 
upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Potohar region. The rainfall 
recorded during the last 24 
hours was Punjab: Islamabad 
(Airport) 14 C, Jhelum 05, 
Attock 04, Murree 01, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa: Kakul 10, 
Malam Jabba 04, Balakot 03, 
Kalam 01, Gilgit Baltistan: 
Babusar, Bagrote 05, Astore 
04, Hunza 03, Gilgit 01, Kash-
mir: Muzaffarabad 03 and 
Garhidupatta 02 mm. – APP

Texas town 
mourns 

teacher killed 
in school 
shooting

Foreign Desk

Uvalde:  The Texas town 
of Uvalde will on Wednesday 
lay to rest one of the two 
teachers gunned down in last 
week’s elementary school 
massacre, along with her 
husband who died days later 
-- leaving their four children 
orphaned. Irma Linda Garcia, 
48, was killed when a teen-
aged gunman went on a ram-
page at Robb Elementary on 
May 24, a massacre that also 
left another teacher and 19 
young children dead. Adding 
to the tragedy, her 50-year-old 
husband Joe died two days 
later. They had been married 
for more than 24 years.
“They began their relation-
ship in high school and it 
flourished into a love that 
was beautiful and kind,” 
obituaries for the two said. 
They are survived by two 
daughters and two sons. A 
GoFundMe set up for the 
Garcias said Joe died of a 
“medical emergency” on 
May 26. It sought to raise 
$10,000, but more than 
$2.78 million has been do-
nated so far. “I truly believe 
Joe died of a broken heart 
and losing the love of his 
life,” the page said.  John 
Martinez, who identified 
himself as Joe’s nephew, 
also tweeted that the father 
of four had “passed away due 
to grief.” The first funerals 
for students killed in the at-
tack were held Tuesday. As 
the community mourned, 
anger has seethed over the 
response of police. Officers 
have come under intense 
criticism over why it took 
well over an hour to neu-
tralize the gunman, a move 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety (DPS) director Ste-
ven McCraw has admitted 
was the “wrong decision.”
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PIA special 
flight to take 
150 students 

to China 
ISLAMABAD:  Federal Min-
ister for Education and Pro-
fessional Training Rana Tan-
veer Hussain was apprised 
on Wednesday that a special 
charter flight of PIA will fly 
on June 7th to take Paki-
stani students to Xian, Chi-
na.  While chairing a meet-
ing to resolve the issues of 
Pakistani students studying 
in China, the minister was 
informed that all formal ap-
provals for a charter flight 
have been gained from the 
government of China. 
The flight will take approxi-
mately 150 students back to 
China, contingent on issue 
of Chinese visas to Paki-
stani students.  The meet-
ing was attended by senior 
officials of the Ministry of 
Federal Education, Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, , HEC, 
PIA, and Aviation Division.  
Rana Tanveer said that we 
have to put top priority on 
resolving the issue of Paki-
stani students who are en-
rolled in Chinese Institutes.

Pak Navy 
personnel 
conferred 
military 
awards

DNA

KARACHI:  In an impres-
sive Investiture Ceremony 
held at Karachi, Chief of 
the Naval Staff Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi conferred military 
awards upon Pakistan Navy 
personnel. The recipients 
of Sitara-i-Imtiaz (Military) 
were Cdre Muhammad 
Asad Iqbal, Cdre Rehan Ali, 
Cdre Muhammad Ashraf, 
Cdre Chaudhary Haroon 
Ali, Cdre Muhammad Mur-
saleen, Cdre Abid Hussain 
and Capt Zeeshan Ali. The 
recipients of Tamgha-i-lm-
tiaz (Military) were Capt 
Hameed Sultan, Cdr Zafar 
Abbas Wahla, Cdr Jahanzaib 
Ali, Cdr Muhammad Abrar 
Younas, Lt Cdr Beenish 
Ejaz, Lt Cdr Muhammad 
Sumair Irshad and Lt Cdr 
Muhammad Fahim.

Pak, Iran 
sign MoU 

on bilateral 
cooperation 

DNA
ZAHEDAN: The Memoran-
dum of Understanding on 
the Development of Bilater-
al Cooperation between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and 
Pakistan was signed at the 
end of the ninth meeting of 
the Joint Border Trade Com-
mittee between the two bor-
der provinces of neighboring 
countries. According to the 
public relations section of 
the General Directorate of 
Industry, Mining and Trade 
of Sistan and Baluchestan; 
Iraj Hassanpour, head of the 
Sistan and Baluchestan Gen-
eral Directorate of Industry, 
Mines and Trade, and head of 
the delegation of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and Mo-
hammad Sadigh, head of the 
customs of Balochistan, Paki-
stan, signed a memorandum 
of understanding between 
the Joint Border Trade Com-
mittee in Zahedan after two 
days of continuous talks. 

 

Kaira vows to expose Indian 
cruelties in IIOJK at Int’l fora
Inaugurating the All Parties Consultative Conference on Kashmir issue titled "The 
Way Forward" in Islamabad, he said the entire Pakistani nation is standing by their 
Kashmiri brethren in their just struggle for getting liberation from Indian clutches

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime Minister 
on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Qamar Zaman Kaira Wednesday reiterat-
ed government's resolve to expose Indian 
aggression and cruelties in Indian Illegal-
ly Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) 
at all international fora.
Inaugurating the All Parties Consultative 
Conference on Kashmir issue titled "The 
Way Forward" in Islamabad, he said the 
entire Pakistani nation is standing by their 
Kashmiri brethren in their just struggle for 
getting liberation from Indian clutches.
Qamar Zaman Kaira also paid rich tribute to 
the spirit of Kashmiri leadership of Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir for 
its continuing struggle for achieving their 
inalienable right to self-determination

Azad Kashmir President Barrister Sultan 
Mehmood said that India had judi-
cially assassinated Maqbool Butt 
and Afzal Guru. "India is trying 
to bring a Hindu Chief Minister 
by changing the proportion of 
the population," he added. The 
President of Azad Kashmir said 
that India was persecuting the 
minorities inside its country. He 
said that the situation was not nor-
mal in Jammu and Kashmir under 
the illegal occupation of India. 
Azad Kashmir Prime Min-
ister Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas expressed the 
determination to 
stand by Kashmiri 
brothers.
He said that the verdict of the court on 
Yasin Malik was a violation of interna-

tional law, which speaks volumes of in-
effectiveness of the UN.

Sardar Tanveer Ilyas said that the 
conviction of Yasin Malik by an 
Indian court is a question mark 
for international human rights 
organizations.
Kashmiris bury their martyrs 

under the green crescent flag.
Former Prime Minister of Azad 
Kashmir Raja Farooq Haider 

Khan said that the sacrifices 
made in Kashmir are unforgetta-

ble. Indian oppression could 
not dampen the spirit 

of independence of 
Kashmiris, he said. 
Former Prime Min-
ister Azad Kashmir 

Abdul Qayyum Niazi underlined the need  
to work out a plan of action on the Kash-

mir issue. Additional Foreign Secretary 
Mumtaz Zehra said that the number of 
forces is being increased to suppress the 
voice of Kashmiris, India is pretending to 
the world that the situation in Occupied 
Kashmir has returned to normal.
"Change in population is a violation of in-
ternational law. We rejected the report of 
the zoning commission on Occupied Kash-
mir," she said. She said Yasin Malik was 
punished illegally, India could not sup-
press Kashmiris by force. Kashmiri lead-
ers including Sardar Atiq Ahmad Khan, 
Chaudhry Abdul Majeed, Sardar Yaqub, 
former Opposition Leader Chaudhry Ya-
sin, former President Raja Zulqarnain 
Khan, Former Speaker Shah Ghulam Qa-
dir, Chaudhry Latif Akbar, Mirza Shafiq 
Jral, Sardar Hassan Ibrahim and Hurriyat 
leaders and political diginitries were also 
present on the occasion.

 

Germany to send  
IRIS-T air defence 
system to Ukraine

BERLIN: Germany will supply Ukraine with 
the IRIS-T air defence system, Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz said, following pleas from Kyiv 
and German opposition parties to step up 
heavy weapons deliveries. Scholz said Ger-
many had been “delivering continuously 
since the beginning of the war”, pointing to 
more than 15 million rounds of ammunition, 
100,000 grenades and over 5,000 anti-tank 
mines sent to Ukraine since Russia invaded 
it on Feb. 24.
“Most recently, the government has decid-
ed that we will deliver the most modern air 
defence system that Germany has in the 
form of the IRIS-T,” Scholz told lawmakers 
in the Bundestag, without specifying the ex-
act model. A security source told Reuters 
last month that Germany was considering 
supplying IRIS-T SLM medium-range sur-
face-to-air defence systems to Ukraine. 

Berlin’s decision on the matter does not mean 
the air defence system will be delivered swiftly. 
“It will take a while, months,” Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock told lawmakers, 
adding the system, made by arms manufac-
turer Diehl, had initially been intended for 
“another country”. Responding to critics 
who claim Berlin has not done enough to 
help Ukraine defend itself, Scholz told par-
liament his government had responded to 
the Russian attack with a “massive change 
of policy in Germany” by opting to send 
heavy weapons into a war zone. Ukraine’s 
requests for heavy weapons intensified 
in recent weeks when Moscow turned its 
fiercest firepower on the country’s east af-
ter failing to take the capital, Kyiv. Scholz 
said talks were continuing with Germany’s 
partners on ways to further arm Ukraine 
against the Russian attack. – Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov meets with Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Federal 
Minister for Economic Affairs. – DNA

Pak- Azerbaijan agree to 
enhance economic ties
The Minister acknowledged the brotherly relations 
between Azerbaijan and Pakistan that established 

since the independence of Azerbaijan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the Repub-
lic Azerbaijan on Wednesday agreed to 
enhance business and economic rela-
tions between both sides.
Both of the counties agreed to enhance 
cooperation in sectors including; busi-
ness, banking, IT, tourism, energy, 
sports, health and transport sectors 
and decided to hold Joint Working 
Group meetings on them, said a press 
release issued. 
 Ambassador of the Republic of Azer-
baijan Khazar Farhadov to Pakistan 
calls on Federal Minister for Eco-
nomic Affairs Ayaz Sadiq at Ministry 

of Economic Affairs Islamabad.Ayaz 
Sadiq welcomed the Ambassador of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan to Pakistan, 
Khazar Farhadov. Matters of mutual 
interests were discussed in the meet-
ing. The Minister acknowledged the 
brotherly relations between Azerbai-
jan and Pakistan that established since 
the independence of Azerbaijan. 
He said that trade and cooperation 
have steadily grown between the two 
nations but both countries need to 
work more on it.
The Ambassador acknowledged the 
same and mentioned the resumption 
of direct flights between Azerbaijan 
and Pakistan which will further pro-
mote trade and tourism.

Minister appreciated the effort and 
reiterated the importance of great 
economic relations between two 
countries. For which, he proposed to 
increase trade volume including initi-
ation of import line between both na-
tions that will mutually benefit them.
Minister expressed his desire of 
greater collaboration in assistance 
of government-to-government deal 
in energy sector including; LNG, 
LPG and gas sector from Azerbaijan 
that will help mitigating the current 
oil shortage in the country.  Depu-
ty head of mission of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan to Pakistan  Tamerlan 
Khalilov and Senior officials of the 
Ministry attended the meeting.

ECP takes 
its decisions 

fearlessly: CEC
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  The chief election commissioner has assert-
ed that the Election Commission of Pakistan takes its deci-
sions fearlessly, proclaiming if someone gets upset by these 
decisions, it’s his problem.  While having an informal talk 
with media, CEC Sikandar Sultan Raja said on Wednesday 
that the Election Commission always took decisions accord-
ing to the constitution and law ‘as everyone is our friend’.
 He said that the ECP made its decisions without any fear 
vowing that it would continue doing so. “If somebody be-
comes angry with the ECP decisions, it’s his problem,” he 
added. The opposition party, Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf, is 
not happy with the election commissioner accusing him of 
always showing tilt towards the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz. The party held nationwide protests against the ECP 
on the call of its chief Imran Khan on April 26 for not de-no-
tifying membership of the party’s dissident legislators.
 However, the ECP de-notified 25 dissident MPAs of the PTI 
on May 23 after the verdict of the Supreme Court which 
rendered dissident members’ votes invalid while giving its 
interpretation of Article 63-A. .
 The PTI again filed a petition in the Lahore High Court 
against the ECP for delaying notification of five MPAs on 
the reserved seats in Punjab Assembly. The court, however, 
yesterday directed the Election Commission of Pakistan to 
issue a ruling by June 2 with regard to the notification of five 
MPAs on reserved seats in the Punjab Assembly.
 

China conducts 
‘readiness patrol’ 

around Taiwan
BEIJING: The Chinese military said on Wednesday it 
had conducted a combat “readiness patrol” in the seas 
and airspace around Taiwan in recent days, saying it 
was a necessary action to respond to “collusion” be-
tween Washington and Taipei. China, which claims dem-
ocratically governed Taiwan as its own territory, has 
stepped up its military manoeuvres around the island 
over the past two years or so, as it seeks to pressure 
Taipei to accept its sovereignty claims. China has been 
particularly unhappy with U.S. support for Taiwan.
U.S. President Joe Biden angered China last week by ap-
pearing to signal a change in an American policy of “stra-
tegic ambiguity” on Taiwan by saying the United States 
would become involved militarily if China were to attack 
the island. U.S. officials said there had been no change in 
policy. In a statement, the People’s Liberation Army East-
ern Theatre Command said the combat “readiness patrol” 
had happened around Taiwan in recent days and was “a 
necessary action against U.S.-Taiwan collusion”. “Recent-
ly, the United States has frequently made moves on the 
Taiwan issue, saying one thing and doing another, insti-
gating support for Taiwan independence forces, which will 
push Taiwan into a dangerous situation,” the command 
added. Taiwan is part of China and Chinese troops con-
tinue to strengthen military training and preparations to 
“thwart” interference from external forces’ and actions by 
those who support Taiwan independence, it said. While 
the statement did not given an exact date for when the 
drill happened, Taiwan on Monday reported the largest 
incursion since January by China’s air force in its air de-
fence zone. The island’s defence ministry said Taiwanese 
fighters scrambled to warn away 30 aircraft.   Taiwan has 
complained repeatedly of such missions in its Air Defence 
Identification Zone, or ADIZ. – Agencies


