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‘Heroin case
againstRana
Sana false’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior PTI
leader Fawad
Chaudhry on
Friday ad-
mitted that
the  heroin
4 smuggling
case against Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah was
fabricated, saying that the
case shouldn’t have been
lodged. However, the pol-
itician while speaking at
TV programme, said that
it wasn’t PTI who filed the
case. Responding to a ques-
tion about Sanaullah’s alle-
gations that the drugs were
provided by PTI chairman
Imran Khan and Shahzad
Akbar, Fawad said that his
party had nothing to do with
the case. The PTI leader
was questioned on who
filed the case if it was not
the PTI government. At
this, Fawad told the anchor
that he should ask Sanaul-
lah, who has been talking
openly about the matter in
the Assembly. The former
information minister also
distanced himself from a
pledge then narcotics min-
ister ShehryarAfridi took,
saying this was not the
right thing to do.

Ahsan vows
to revive
all sectors

KaMRAN GUIJAR

JHELUM: Minister for
Planning
1 \ and Devel-

opment Ah-
san Igbal
has  vowed
o B to revive all
major sectors including

health and education after
achieving economic stabili-
ty in the country within few
months Addressing media
in Jhelum today (Friday),
he said construction work
on Lillah-Jhelum dual car-
riageway will be completed
within a year to facilitate
the locals.The Minister re-
gretted that the previous
government had cut the de-
velopment budget to half.
He said all difficult deci-
sions are aimed at strength-
ening economy to put the
country on track of devel-
opment and prosperity.

Holiday Notice

The offices of Islamabad
POST shall remain closed
on account of weekly
off and Eid holidays
on Saturday, Sunday,
Monday and Tuesday.
Therefore, there will be
no newspaper on Sunday,
Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday.
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Amb. Tugio meets Shehbaz

Indonesia
a trusted

friend: PM

Prime Minister

says both countries determined |

Shehbaz Sharif

to explore new avenues

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Ambassador of the Republic of In-
donesia for Pakistan Adam MulawarmanTu-
gio called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
in Lahore on 8 July, 2022. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif reiterated to further deepen
ties with brotherly Muslim country of Indo-
nesia, which was a trusted friend and part-
ner. Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif further
said that both countries are determined to
work to fully avail mutually beneficial ave-
nues for betterment of their peoples.

Related News on page 7

It may be mentioned here that Pakistan
and Indonesia enjoy excellent relations. In-
donesia has always helped Pakistan during
odd times. Quite recently, the decision of
the Indonesian government to resume Palm
oil supplies to Pakistan in fact provided a
breather to the edible oil manufacturing
industry of Pakistan. The decision also con-
tributed towards bringing down the prices
of the edible oil. The government of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif has promised
to the people that prices of the daily use
items shall be brought down considerably.

Continued on Page 06

Eid: PM Shahbaz
felicitates UAE,
Qatar leadership

KuAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif Friday had a telephonic conver-
sation with President of the United
Arab Emirates Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan to convey warm greet-
ings to him on the occasion of Eid-ul-
Azha. The prime minister extended
best wishes for the continued progress
and prosperity of the people of the UAE.
Reaffirming the fraternal relations
between Pakistan and UAE, the two
leaders reiterated their mutual com-
mitment to further expand and diversi-
fy special bilateral relations. The UAE
president reciprocated the greetings
from the prime minister and extended
best wishes to the people of Pakistan
on Eid. The prime minister extend-
ed an invitation to the UAE President
to visit Pakistan, which he accepted.

Continued on Page 06

NCOC orders Covid
testing for returning
Hayjj pilgrims
The govt has directed airport authorities to
begin RAT for all Hajj flights from July 15

SuusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: The National Command and
Operation Center (NCOC) issued directives
to airports on Friday to ensure 100 percent
Rapid Antigen Testing (RAT) of pilgrims re-
turning from Hajj. The notification issued by
the NCOC stated that in lieu of the risk of
transmission involved in mass gatherings,
rising disease prevalence globally, and soar-
ing Covid-19 cases in Pakistan, testing will be
performed in international airports of Kara-
chi, Lahore, Quetta, Multan and Islamabad.

The government has directed airport authori-
ties to begin RAT on arrival for all Hajj flights
from July 15. Furthermore, the notification
stated that filling credentials on the pass track
application has been made mandatory and trav-
ellers will be required to quarantine at home for
at least 10 days in the event of a positive test.

The aviation division, airport management,
and Airport Security Force (ASF) have been
requested to facilitate the Central Health

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan logs
603 new cases

DNA

ISLAMABAD: According to statistics
released by the National Institute of
Health Pakistan on Friday morning,
Pakistan has reported another 693
coronavirus infections and no deaths
in the last 24 hours (Thursday). Ac-
cording to NIH data, the death toll in
Pakistan remained at 30,413 while the
total number of infections increased to
1,541,645 after the addition of 693 new
cases. In the last 24 hours (Thursday),
21,137 tests were performed across
Pakistan, with a positivity rate of 3.28
percent. The total number of patients
in critical care was 165. 441 cases were
reported in Sindh, followed by 142 in

Continued on Page 06
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ECC okays

‘major hike
in gas prices
Mussadiq

denies hike
in prices

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Econom-
ic Coordination Committee
of the Cabinet (ECC) has
approved an increase in gas
prices for the residential,
commercial, and industrial
sectors.  Meanwhie State
Minister of Petroleum Mus-
sadiq Malik denies any hike
in the gas prices. The rates
for domestic consumers have
increased by 43 to 335%.
However, there are now only
five slabs as opposed to sev-
en. The government did not
increase the gas price for
the second slab for users
consuming up to 1 hm3; its
price of Rs300 per MMBTU
will remain unchanged.

Palestine
eNvoy
extends Eid
greetings

- ISLAMA-
BAD: Am-
bassador of
Palestine
to Pakistan
Ahmed Ra-
bei has ex-
tended Eid
greetings to Pakistani. In
his message he said, ‘On
the blessed occasion of
Eid Al Adha, I avail myself
this great occasion to pray
to Allah The Almighty to
bring you happiness and for
you, your families and our
beloved Palestinian people
and the brotherly Pakistani
people as well as the Islam-
ic nation to celebrate Eid Al
Adha next year and years to
come, in happiness, pros-
perity and good health. May
Allah The Almighty liberate
our land, our sanctuaries
and our Palestine’. - DNA

Imran ‘softens’
his viewpoint
about neutrals

Says ‘man in Lahore’ trying to
‘orchestrate’ PML-N victory in by-polls

BureaU REPORT

LAHORE: Pakistan |
Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan Friday
said he has no dis-
agreements  with
the “neutrals”, -
questioning why should he get into a quar-
rel with them. “Weakening the ‘neutrals’
means strengthening the enemy and only
the country will suffer during this fight,”
he said while speaking to senior journalists.
Regarding chances of him being arrested,
he said that if the government wants to
arrest him, they can do so. “I have no fear
because I haven’t crossed any red line.”
“Free and fair elections are the only solu-
tion to pull the country out of the crisis,”
Khan said, adding that when a pro-peo-
ple government will be formed only then

Continued on Page 06

Shazia Marri
slams PTT chief
Imran Khan

NAZIR S1YAL

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety and Infor-
mation Secretary of PPP-P Shazia Atta
Marri on Friday said that PTI chief Im-
ran Khan had established “Farah Gogi
Raj” in the country by sloganeering to
establish New Pakistan, while terrible
face of Imran Khan had been exposed
in the meeting of Public Accounts
Committee of the National Assembly.
While slamming the PTI chief, she
said that Imran Khan allegedly called
his opponents thieves and now he

Continued on Page 06

UAE to run Kabul airport
in new deal with Taliban

NEews DEsk

DUBAI / KABUL: The Afghan Taliban
and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) are
ready to strike a new deal for the Gulf
nation to run Kabul airport and several
others in Afghanistan that could be an-
nounced within weeks. According to the
details, the Taliban have courted region-
al powers, including Qatar and Turkey,
to operate Kabul airport, landlocked Af-
ghanistan’s main air link with the world,
and others. But after months of back-and-
forth talks and at one point raising the
possibility of a joint UAE-Turkey-Qatar
deal, the Taliban is set to hand the opera-
tions in their entirety to the UAE, which
had previously run Afghan airports.

US: “Too early”
to recognize

Taliban’s govt

WASHINGTON: The US says no foreign
government is considering recognizing
the Taliban administration in Afghani-
stan, despite the fact that the group will
complete a year in power in Kabul next
month. “Some countries are beginning
a very slow process of normalization
of relations. No one is talking about
formal recognition,” Donald Lu, US as-
sistant secretary of state for South and
Central Asia, said in an interview with
American media. — DNA

His first stint as PM was brief - for a little over a year starting in 2006
- and marred 1n scandal but he made a political comeback in 2012, and

stayed in power until 202

DNA

TOKYO: Former Japanese leader Shinzo
Abe, one of Japan’s most influential politi-
cians in modern times, has died after being
shot at a campaign event, prompting shock
and condemnation both in Japan and over-
seas. A conservative nationalist by most
descriptions, the 67-year-old remains the
country’s longest serving prime minister,
having led the ruling Liberal Democratic
Party to victory twice. His first stint as PM
was brief - for a little over a year starting in
2006 - and marred in scandal. But he made
a political comeback in 2012, and stayed
in power until 2020 when he resigned for
health reasons. Abe stepped down then after
weeks of speculation, revealing that he had

Continued on Page 06

i

— |

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi on Friday expressed profound
grief over the death of Japan’s for-
mer prime minister Shinzo Abe.
“I would like to express my deep
condolences to the family of ex PM
and to people of Japan on the sad
demise of the very respected Mr
Shinzo Abe,” the president said in
a tweet. Dr. Alvi recalled with fond-
ness his meeting with Shinzo Abe
during his visit to Japan. “I recall

0 when he resigned for health reasons
| ' | President, PM term
Abe's death 'a great loss'

with great fondness, my meetings
with him, [he was ]Jalways smiling,”
he said. The president also men-
tioned the sincere friendship of
Shinzo Abe with the people of Paki-
stan. He termed the death of Shinzo
Abe as a “great loss”. Meanwhile,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday extended condolences to the
government and people of Japan on
the demise of their former premier
Shinzo Abe. “I extend my profound
condolences over the sad demise of

Continued on Page 06
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Challenges to Pak-
China ties can be
proactively tackled

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: A proactive, solution-ori-
ented and forward-looking approach
with due consideration to changing
domestic, regional, and international
scenarios is required to analyze and
tackle current challenges and issues
in Pak-China relations, while strength-
ening policy communication, and safe-
guarding CPEC projects.

The ideas were generated during an
in-house session at the Institute of
Policy Studies (IPS), which was ad-
dressed by Khalid Rahman, IPS’ chair-
man, Dr. Saif-ur-Rehman Malik, senior
research fellow at IPS, and joined by
IPS’ research team and associates.
Khalid Rahman gave a comprehen-
sive overview of the current status of
Pak-China relations concerning the
latest developments, i.e. the BRICS
meeting and the visit of Yang Jiechi,
member Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee and director Of-
fice of the Central Commission for
Foreign Affairs China. The discussion
was laid in the context of the ongoing
presumptions, the change of Pak-Chi-
na relation’s equation, CPEC, political
scenarios affecting CPEC, security is-

Tnstituts of Pubicy Sinddien
levarmd

sues, and global outlook.

He stated that, as a preamble to
analyze Pak-China relations in the
current state of events, the presump-
tion that Pak-China ties are strong,
all-weathered and based on deep
trust, must always be kept in mind.
This is important because interna-
tional policies are framed and played
through such presumptions.

While discussing the Pak-China rela-
tionship, which is based on an equa-
tion of mutual support and assistance,
he stated that Pakistan had support-
ed and assisted China in a promising
way on various occasions. But now,
the equation has transformed, owing
to China’s emergence as one of the
main global powers. Though Pakistan
is still equally significant to China, it’s
leverage in global affairs has weak-
ened for the time being.

He was of the view that the onset of de-
velopment initiatives including projects,
like the Belt and Road initiative, and
getting more than 140 countries directly
engaged with it has opened several new
vistas for China. Though CPEC, the
flagship project of the BRI Initiative, was
started surrounding political chaos in
Pakistan, its early years were a success.
But the decision-making, scope, speed,

®  9
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and high-level interactions got affected
with the change in focus and priorities
of with the changes in government, it
certainly created a bad taste.

Fast forward to mid-2022s political sce-
nario in Pakistan, while the incumbent
government has strongly expressed
its intent to revive the spirit as well
as speed and remove any bottlenecks
about CPEC and related development
projects, questions on the fate of the
current government and its policies
may continue looming over for some
time. No doubt, the increasing polar-
ization which forms the foundation of
political chaos, affects international
interactions and dealings and increas-
es the dependency on institutions like
IMF, which inherently means depend-
ency on the US, he stated.

Another issue, significant in the con-
text of the Pak-China relationship, is
the security of Chinese nationals en-
gaged in development projects, spe-
cifically CPEC. Incidents of targeting
Chinese nationals in Pakistan are nat-
urally a cause of concern for the Chi-
nese government and raising questions
about the efficacy of special security
arrangements that Pakistan has made
for the Chinese companies and workers
engaged in various projects here.

Govt to ensure peaceful

— =

FAISALABAD: Peo

ple arrives at General Bus Stand to leave for hometowns to celebrate
Eid ul Azha with their loved ones. — APP

Police fulfil
wish of
14-year-old
Thalassemia
patient

DNA

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa’s (KP) police
have fulfilled the wish of a
14-year-old thalassemia pa-
tient, Shoaib Akhtar from
Charsadda, who aspired to
become a police officer.
Peshawar Police SSP Oper-
ation Lieutenant Command-
er (Retd) Kashif Aftab Ab-
basi hosted the 14-year-old
thalassemia patient at his
office. Shoaib Akhtar was
wearing a police uniform
during the meeting.

During the meeting, Shoaib
Akhtar expressed his wish
to meet the SSP Operation
Kashif Aftab. The police of-
ficer spent time with the thal-
assemia patient, after which
a City Patrol Force vehicle
escorted Shoaib to the police
line gate with full protocol.
Earlier on July 6, the thalas-
semia patient met Chief Sec-
retary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Dr Shahzad Khan Bangash.
Desiring to meet the Chief
Secretary in person, Shoaib
was all smiling upon the ful-

CM agreed with up
gradation of PFI

OUur CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mahmood Khan has agreed
in principle to the proposal
regarding up-gradation of
Pakistan Forest Institute
(PFI) to the level of Degree
Awarding Institute or a full-
fledged University.

He has directed the quar-
ters concerned to submit
the final way forward in con-
sultation with all stakehold-
ers to this effect saying”
PFI is a unique institute ,
which needs to be upgraded
in accordance with the re-
quirements of modern era.”
“The government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa will extend all
possible resources for the
purpose” he assured.

He was chairing a meeting
of the Forestry & Environ-
ment department held here

the other day. Provincial
Minister for Forest Ishtiaq
Urmar, Special Assistant to
Chief Minister for Informa-
tion Barrister Mohammad
Ali Saif, Secretary Environ-
ment & Forest Abid Majeed
and other concerned offi-
cials attended the meeting.
Briefing about the proposal
regarding up-gradation of
PFI, the meeting was in-
formed that PFI was a sole
institute of its kind not only
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa but
across the country adding
that up-gradation of the
institute was a dire need
of the hour through which
M.Phil and PhD programs
in forestry and allied sec-
tors could also be offered
in the institute. Agreeing to
the aforesaid proposals, the
chief minister gave go ahead
to this effect and said that
the provincial government
was fully committed to ex-

tend all possible support for
the purpose. He said that
up-gradation of the institute
will provide opportunity of
quality research and educa-
tion to the students from
across the country includ-
ing Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Meanwhile, the forum was
also briefed about the reviv-
al of Forestry Commission
Act 1999, Forest Wood lot
Policy and revival of the For-
est Development Corpora-
tion. It was told that a draft
of the amendments in rules
under the forest policy was
ready whereas a summary
regarding Darmalak Spe-
cial Game Reserve had also
been moved for approval.

It was further informed that
a plan for the rehabilitation
of Forest Huts in the vari-
ous forest regions was also
ready and would be present-
ed for the approval of the
chief minister very soon.

" RCB completes cleanliness
arrangements for Eid

observance of Ashura

filment of his wish. RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Cantonment points had been set up at Government Den-

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Petroleum DrMu-
sadik Malik on Friday said
the government would de-
vise an effective strategy in
collaboration with all stake-
holders to ensure peaceful
observance of Ashura dur-
ing the Muharram-ul-Har-
am, the first month of the
Islamic calendar.

“In the coming days, a
system/committee will be
formed that will sit with In-
terior Minister Rana Sana
Ullah, and strategy will be
finalized to ensure fool-
proof security of Muharram
processions and religious

place, extending all possi-
ble facilities in this regard,”
he said while addressing a
news conference along with
leaders of Tehreek-e-Nifaz-e-
Figh-e-Jafaria (TNF]) here.
He assured the TNF]J lead-
ers that all their negotia-
tions held with the Interior
minister would be moved
forward and “will standby
with its spirit.” He said the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) fully be-
lieved in freedom of expres-
sion and supremacy of the
Constitution and would en-
sure that all people from all
schools of religious thought
and minorities living in Pa-
kistan would exercise their
fundamental rights.

Answering a question, the
minister said the incumbent
coalition government had
a clear policy that it would
make utmost efforts and
protect poor segments of
the society from all kinds
of additional financial bur-
dens and negative impacts
of inflation. Accordingly, he
said the government had de-
vised a broader framework,
under which 50 per cent of
the country’s total popula-
tion, comprising the poor-
est of the poorest people,
would be saved from the gas
price hike. The framework
would be got approved by
the Federal Cabinet in due
course of time.

Before leaving the govern-

ment, he said, the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) made
legislation under which the
Federal Government had no
authority to change the gas
price determined by the Oil
and Gas Regulatory Author-
ity (OGRA).

He said the government
was working out for the
last two-three weeks how
the gas consumers could be
given relief as OGRA had
informed it about the new
rate which was far high as
compared to the last year.
The minister also thanked
the TNF] leaders for ex-
tending support to the
PML-N candidates in the
Punjab Assembly by-polls,
scheduled on July 17.

Pakistani
pilgrims to
undergo
covid test
upon return

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan’s health
ministry has decided to con-
duct a rapid antigen test at
the airports to detect COV-
ID-19 in the Hajj pilgrims
upon their return to the
country. As per details, the
National Command and Op-
eration Center (NCOC), apex
body responsible for ensuring
measures to protect the pub-
lic from novel coronavirus
(Covid-19), has decided to
conduct Rapid Antigen Tests
(RAT) of pilgrims returning
from the hajj at the airports
amid the fear of the further
spread of the infection.

The NCOC has issued a direc-
tive to the airport authorities
to conduct the RAT of all pil-
grims at Lahore, Karachi, Is-
lamabad, Peshawar and Mul-
tan airports. It also asked the
authorities to make sure that
all data of passengers is reg-
istered in Passtrack App. In
case of a positive result, the
pilgrims will have to quaran-
tine at home for ten days.
Airport managers, ASF,
and health department staff
have also been directed to
ensure uninterrupted test-
ing, the notification read.
EidulAzha, on the other
hand just around the cor-
ner, Covid-19 cases have
surged in the country as
693 people tested positive
to novel coronavirus in the
past 24 hours. According
to the data released by the
NIH in Islamabad, as many
as 21, 137 tests were con-
ducted in the past 24 hours.
Of these, 693 individuals
tested positive for the vi-
rus, putting the positivity
ratio at 3.28%. However, no
deaths were reported.

AJK PM pays rich
tribute to Burhan Wani

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan while pay-
ing tributes to Shaheed Burhan Muzaffar Wani has reiterated Kashmiris’ pledge to take
the ongoing liberation struggle to its logical conclusion. “BurhanWani will always be re-
membered in the annals of Kashmir as a symbol of courage and resistance”, the PM said
adding that Wani had imbibed new spirit in the resistance movement by sacrificing his life.
He said on the 6th martyrdom anniversary of the illustrious youngest leader of Kashmir
freedom struggle, observed on both sides of the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir State, that
the Kashmiri nation will continue the mission of Shaheed Burhan Wani and other martyrs
who laid down their lives for the noble cause of freedom from Indian occupation.

“No power can stop the struggle of the Kashmiri people for independence”, he said
adding India cannot suppress Kashmiris’ spirit and passion for freedom through its
military might. Stressing the need for early resolution of the Kashmir dispute, PM
Tanveer said that it was high time that the world should realize the fact that peace
in the restive region would remain a distant dream unless the lingering dispute is
resolved in line with the wishes and aspirations of Kashmiri people. “Kashmir is an
internationally recognized disputed territory that needs to be resolved in accordance
with the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council”, he added.

Urging world community to help stop continued bloodshed and violence in the region,
the PM said there was a dire need that the world should take effective notice of the
systematic genocide in Kashmir. The atrocities in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) by the Indian occupied forces have crossed all limits of barba-
rism and brutality”, he said adding that IIOJK was now the world’s highest militarized
zone where 900,000 Indian troops were stationed. He said that India’s hands were
stained with the blood of Kashmiris. More than 6,000 unmarked graves have been
discovered in IIOJK. “India is the largest terrorist country in the world which was
engaged in genocide in IIOJK”, he said adding that India has issued fake domiciles to
more than 4.2 million Hindus to change the demographics of IIOJK. - APP

The Chief Secretary Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa warmly
welcomed Shoaib Akhtar
“who is living his life with
determination and op-
timism despite fighting
Thalassemia since birth”.

Karachi
receives heavy
showers

DNA

KARACHI: Parts of Karachi
on Friday received heavy
rainfall, causing a flood-like
situation in the low-lying ar-
eas of the metropolis.

As per details, several parts
of the city including, Gadap
Town, Surjani Town, North
Karachi, North Nazimabad,
Gulshan-e-Maymar, Jinnah
Old Terminal, Tariq Road,
Defence View, FC Area, Gul-
shan-e-Igbal, Saddar, Guru
Mandir,  Shahrah-e-Faisal,
Gulistan-e-Jauhar, Nazima-
bad and other areas received
downpour for several hours.
Several vehicles got stuck on
inundated roads near, caus-
ing massive traffic jams.
Rescue officials said sever-
al vehicles were also sub-
merged in the water while
the Superhighway road from
Karachi to Hyderabad was
closed for traffic due to the
current situation. According
to the Met Office, monsoon
currents are continuously
penetrating the country
and are expected to weaken
over the next 24 hours be-
fore strengthening over the
weekend (9 and 10 July).
Under the influence of this
weather system, it fore-
cast more rain-wind/thun-
dershowers in Islamabad,
Kashmir, Swat, Mansehra,
Okara from July 9 to 12
with occasional gaps.

Board (RCB) has finalized an inclusive
cleanliness plan for Eid-ul-Azha to remove
entrails of sacrificial animals while 800 san-
itary workers, two sanitary inspectors and
22 supervisors will perform duty during the
Eid holidays. According to the RCB spokes-
man, all available resources would be uti-
lized to complete the task of cleanliness
during the Eid holidays, while 11 dumpers,
20 mini dumpers, nine tractors, trolleys,
five Suzuki pick-ups, and one excavator
would be part of the special drive.

In addition, he informed eight-ten wheelers
vehicles,34 Suzuki pick-ups,24 jack trolleys,
and three shovels had also been taken on
rent to remove the garbage, entrails of an-
imals and offal from all Cantonment areas.

RCB had distributed around 15,000 biode-
gradable waste bags and awareness pam-
\phlets to the citizens, while two transfer

ny”’s high school and Old Daewoo bus stand,
Chungi no 22, from where waste would be
transferred to the dumping stations.

“All the staff will work under a control room
while the residents have been directed to
contact these numbers about any complaints
051-9274421,9274422, or UAN no-111-07-07-
07”. The spokesman informed that the RCB
had cancelled the Eid holidays for sanitary
workers and officials of the department to
ensure cleanliness during the Eid days. Col-
lection points have also been established for
the convenience of the public. After complet-
ing the cleanliness task and removing the of-
fal, he said all collection points and other ar-
eas would be cleaned and sprayed. He urged
the citizens to cooperate with the RCB staff
and dump entrails of the sacrificial animals
and offal at specific collection points where
these could be removed properly. - APP )

CM Hamza Shahbaz
announces remission

In prisoners’ sentences

DNA

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Hamza Shahbaz
Sharif on Friday announced
one-month remission in the
sentences of the prisoners
across the province. Ac-
cording to the notification,
the government has given
one remission to convicted
prisoners in their jail terms.
The remission does not
apply to those convicted
for murder, espionage, an-
ti-state activities, sectarian-
ism, adultery, robbery, da-
coity, kidnapping, culpable
homicide and terrorists acts
and also those undergoing
sentences under the For-
eigners Act, 1946.

The chief minister Hamza
Shahbaz congratulated the
prisoners and their families
over remission in their sen-

tences and expressed hope

Rector COMSATS University Prof. Dr. Muhammad Tabassum Afzal praised work
of students and said that the significance of four years of individual research and
creative studio practice reflect through students work on a particular design narrative

ISLAMABAD: COMSATS Univer-
sity Islamabad (CUI) on Friday ar-
ranged Art and Design Thesis Show
of Department of Art and Design.

The show was inaugurated at CUI
Art Gallery by Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Tabassum Afzal, Rector, COMSATS
University. 10th batch of the of
Department of Art and Design pre-

sented its thesis show.

Students presented their thesis pro-
jects in subjects ranging from visual
communication design, illustration,
game design, graphic novel and an-
imation projects. Speaking at the
occasion the Coordinator for Thesis
2022, Meezan Ali Mir congratulat-
ed the graduating students and said

that this is the most crucial phase of
a student’s life. This year’s student
has set a higher benchmark for the
students to come, he added.

Head of Department Art and De-
sign, Amna Hashmi said that the
B. Design program at COMSATS
University Islamabad has come a
long way since its inception, purely
on the virtues and strengths of the
teachers and the students who have
defined the department’s aesthetics
and direction through their works.
Ex- Dean Department of Art and
Design Dr. SamraMohsin praised
efforts of the faculty in bringing
forth the best out of the students
and setting a higher benchmark for

narrative.

the coming students.

Speaking at the occasion Rector
COMSATS University Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Tabassum Afzal praised
the work of students and said that
the significance of four years of indi-
vidual research and creative studio
practice reflect through the stu-
dents work on a particular design
He said we expect our
young graduates to become active
leaders and responsible profession-
als in a competitive global industry,
committed to achieving their ca-
reer milestones. He called on the
industry to visit the show and give
patronage to the design work of the
students which were at par with the

leading universities of the World.
He also said that visual arts hold the
remedy to various stress and men-
tal illness through stimulative work
of art. He said that designers make
the world around us more beautiful
and meaningful.
participants at the event, Ms. Farrah
Mahmood, Chairperson, Department
of Art and Design said that Bachelors
in Design Thesis is the conclusion of
four years of study which focuses on
extensive research and practice in
the fields of visual Arts and Design.
She wished the graduates of 2022,
their teachers and their parents and
wished them best of luck for their fu-
ture endeavors. - Agencies

Thanking all the

that the relief in jail term
will improve their lives.
Hundreds of prisoners will
get relief and several of
them will be released from
jails after the announce-
ment of relief. Eid-ul-Azha
festival will be celebrated
across Pakistan on July 10
(Sunday), Central Ruet-e-Hi-

lal Committee Chairman
Maulana Muhammad Abdul
Khabir Azad announced on
Wednesday. Eid-ul-Azha, also
known as thhme Feast of Sac-
rifice, is one of two Eid festi-
vals celebrated by Muslims
to commemorate Prophet
Ibrahim’s willingness to sac-
rifice his son to God.
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

JULY

July 01 / Japan
Self Defence Day

July 01 / Singapore
Armed Forces Day

July 01 / Canada
Natioal Day

July 01 / Somalia
Independence Day
(Natioal Day)

July 04 / USA
Independence Day

July 05 / Algeria
Independence Day

July 09/ Argentine
Independence Day

July 09/ Mongolia
Revolution Day

July 14 / France
National Day

July 15 / Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday

July 20 / TRNC
Independence Day

July 21 / Belgium
National Day

July 23 / Egypt
National Day

July 26 / Cuba
National Day

July 26/ Liberia
National Day

July 30 / Morocco
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949

Emergeniy

Rescue (Police)
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122

Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596

Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo.........cceu.... 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

10) & (U 5556311-4
RGH......ccccveven 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS......ccevenee 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

o2, i z,&
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Departments
CDA....coverreirenn 9221334-43
CDA....cooeverreene 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Experts hail Uzbekistan’s SCO
chair for socio-economic integration

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Most recently an interna-
tional online conference was held titled
“Uzbekistan’s chairmanship in the SCO:
the way forward for greater development
of regional connectivity” was held between
The Center for South Asia & International
Studies (CSAIS) Islamabad and the ISRS
under the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.  Leading regional experts,
diplomats, researchers, academia, stu-
dents and media community of both the
countries rigorously participated in this
prestigious international conference. Mat-
ters of Uzbekistan’s SCO Chairmanship,
its strategic importance, utility and scope
along with chances of greater regional
connectivity through integrated transport
system, prospects of socio-economic coop-
eration, peace and stability in Afghanistan,
transregional cooperation in anti-terror-
ism, drugs and human trafficking were
tabled and discussed. All the prominent
speakers stressed the need to have close
liaison between Pakistan and Uzbekistan
to achieve the pending dreams of greater
regional connectivity through trans-region-
al mega railway project and other innovat-
ed means. The Embassy of Uzbekistan
in Islamabad under Ambassador H.E.
Aybek Arif Usmanov assisted both the
think tanks to hold the said conference at
embassy. The event was moderated by Dr
Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan, the Director
of CSAIS. ISRS Deputy Director Bobur
Usmanov in his opening remarks termed
Uzbekistan’s SCO chairmanship as the pri-
ority multilateral foreign policy platforms
for implementing a political course fo-
cused on the development of interregional
connectivity. He supported to realize the
full potential of the SCO in the new condi-
tions of its development, primarily through
increasing practical cooperation in prom-
ising areas that meet the interests of all
member countries”.

Furthermore Usmanov urged the need
to develop Uzbek-Pakistan cooperation
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within the framework of the SCO which
is deeply connected with the issues of
restoration and expansion of ties be-
tween the regions of Central and South
Asia. During his opening remarks the
CSAIS President Syed Khalid Jaffery
expressed his satisfaction with the grow-
ing Uzbekistan-Pakistani ties based no
mutual respect, trust, cooperation in di-
verse fields of economy, trade & invest-
ments, joint ventures, regional connec-
tivity, peace & stability in Afghanistan
and trans-regional railways cooperation
within various international platforms,
including the SCO.

He pinpointed that the mutual interest of
the two states in expanding the SCO coop-
eration agenda is must for future coopera-
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tion. The Pakistani expert also expressed
his conviction that current Uzbekistan’s
chairmanship in the SCO opens up new
opportunities for all members and partner
countries of the Organization to consoli-
date efforts to form a common economic
future. Speaking positively about the prac-
tical initiatives of Uzbekistan within the
framework of the SCO, Shahid Hashmat,
an expert of the CSAIS, emphasized the
high productivity of current Uzbekistan’s
chairmanship in the Organization. Moreo-
ver, he noted that further strengthening of
cooperation between Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan could become a catalyst for further ex-
pansion of trade and economic exchanges
in the Shanghai G8 space.

In this direction, he noted the need for

»
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including issues of restoring trans-re-
gional connectivity between Central and
South Asia in the agenda of the SCO.
“All SCO member states are interested
in creating a reliable overland transport
route capable of ensuring the continu-
ous exchange of goods and services”,
he explained. Akhtar Nawaz, a Senior
Member of the Board of Directors of the
CSAIS, highlighted the importance of
normalizing the situation in Afghanistan
for the implementation of interregional
projects. The expert emphasized that
the Afghan issue should not be left out of
the attention of the SCO member states.
In this regards, Akhtar Nawaz shared
that Tashkent and Islamabad act as re-
liable and trusting partners in helping

to overcome the humanitarian crisis and
establish long-term stability on Afghan
soil. “Peaceful Afghanistan will open a
reliable path to broad and multifaceted
interregional cooperation and will act as
a link between the two parts of the SCO
space”, the Pakistani expert added.

In his detailed presentation/speech, Dr.
Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan, Director of
CSAIS, emphasized that Afghanistan and
Pakistan have great potential to connect
the Central Asian Countries and South
East Asia through amalgamation of Chi-
nese BRI and CPEC. In this context, the
planned construction of the Trans-Afghan
corridor among Pakistan, Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan will create unique opportuni-
ties for expanding not only interregional
trade and economic ties, but also ensuring
the rapid socio-economic growth of the
states of the two neighboring regions”,
Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan stated. The
Pakistani expert highlighted the govern-
ment of Pakistan huge investments for
the development of the transport sector
through the China Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridors (CPEC) program, the Central Asia
Regional Economic Cooperation (CAREC)
program and other initiatives. Pakistan has
been applying the Cluster Trading System
(CTS), Turks Trading System (TTS) and
last but not least, the Transport Interna-
tionaux Routier (TIR) to form a dynamic
and diversified transport system between
Uzbekistan. He concluded that sea routes
need to be opened for trade among SCO
member states. Pakistan and Uzbekistan
have already signed an agreement to en-
hance bilateral trade through Karachi
and Gwadar ports. A connectivity termi-
nal will be built in the city of Tirmuz in
Uzbekistan, which will connect Pakistan
with Central Asian countries including
Euroasain and European and maritime
markets. Shabir Ahmad Khan, Director of
the Center for Central Asian Studies at Pe-
shawar University, emphasized that global
trade is moving to the Asian continent and
there is significant economic development
in the SCO space and nearby regions.

Govt to launch
Murree bus
service for

three Eid days

RAWALPINDI: Punjab gov-
ernment would launch spe-
cial bus service to facilitate
tourists particularly during
three days of Eid ul Azha.
According to Deputy Com-
missioner (DC), Rawalpindi
Tahir Farooq, the Punjab
government under a plan
formulated to reduce traffic
load on the roads of Murree
which is the most attractive
and famous hill station of Pa-
kistan, would launch a special
bus service for three days
of Eid ul Azha. The bus ser-
vice would run between Bara
Kahu and Murree.

The service would start its
journey from Bhara Kahu,
Green Line Bus Stand and
families would be provided
travel facilities on priority
basis while the passengers
would be charged Rs 100 per
person, he added. The DC
informed that the bus service
would help reduce traffic load
in Murree. The families trav-
eling in the bus service would

liability on the national exchequer
and it was now fully powered by an in-
house 1 MW solar power plant, which
besides meeting its own needs had
contributed 112,000 KWh of surplus
energy to the national grid.

The president also expressed satis-
faction with measures being taken
to convert a few remaining parts of
the Secretariat to solar energy which
would further enhance electricity
savings and its contribution to the
national grid. Dr Alvi advised that
the staff should be educated and sen-
sitized to conserve and economize
utilities by simple measures such as
the utilization of natural light, turning
off unused electronics, setting ACs at
26 C, and conserving water usage in
daily routines. During the meeting,
the president urged all Governor
Houses, universities, and offices of
the ombudsmen to take practical and
time-bound measures to shift to solar
energy for financial savings and to
mitigate the energy woes of the coun-

President Alvi for emulating
Green Presidency Initiative

The president made these remarks while chairing a meeting on
Energy Conservation and Economization Strategy at Alwan-e-Sadr

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
on Friday expressed satisfaction over
the measures taken at the Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr to economize and conserve elec-
tricity, water, fuel and gas.

The president said the Green Pres-
idency Initiative was an excellent
precedent for the rest of the country,
and motivated others to mitigate the
energy woes and combat the danger-
ous effects of Climate Change. The
president made these remarks while
chairing a meeting on Energy Conser-
vation and Economization Strategy at
Aiwan-e-Sadr. During the meeting, it
was highlighted that both energy con-
servation and green energy produc-
tion measures under the Green Pres-
idency Initiative of the President had
so far saved approximately PKR. 108
million, and won international recog-
nition as the 1st ISO-50001 Certified
Presidential Office of the World.

The president noted with satisfaction
that Presidency’s various energy effi-
ciency projects had resulted in zero

try by contributing surplus energy to
the national grid. He also urged all
Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try around the country to transfer
businesses and industries under their
purview to solar energy in order to
reduce the cost of their inputs which
will make local products and services
competitive in both national and inter-
national markets. - APP

Dr Rana Abdul
Jabbar assumes
charge as acting

MD NTDC

ISLAMABAD: In pursuance of Ministry of Energy (Power
Division) notification, Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan
has taken over charge as acting Managing Director Nation-
al Transmission and Despatch Company (NTDC) on stop
gap arrangement. The NTDC spokesman said that Engr.
Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan did BSc/ BE from University
of Engineering & Technology Pakistan, MS Engineering
from University of Wollongong Australia and PhD. from
Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) Austral-
ia, said a press release. He rendered service over 30 years
of extensive experience of power sector. He has served in
power sector including NTDC on key appointments like
Deputy Managing Director (AD&M), GM (Project Deliv-
ery / GSC) North, GM (Technical), GM (TSG) and GM
Asset Management North. He also served as CEO FES-
CO, CEO IESCO, Chief Operating Officer Quaid-e-Azam
Solar Park and CEO AEDB. After assuming the charge,
MD NTDC conveyed a meeting of NTDC senior officers
here at WAPDA House. Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan
said that in compliance of directions of Ministry of Energy
(Power Division), NTDC would ensure uninterrupted pow-
er supply to distribution companies (DISCOs) during Eid
ul Azha. NTDC teams would remain alert at NPCC and at
all grid stations across the country, surprise visits will also
be paid by the management in this regard. - APP

also be provided free shuttle
service in Murree, the DC
added. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Businesses Forum (PBF)
Sunday hailed the Econom-
ic Coordination Commit-
tee (ECC) of the cabinet's
decision of allowing trade
with Afghanistan in Pak
Rupee saying that Pak-Af-
ghan trade is a potential
source for the creation of
livelihood for thousands of
people and can bring about
prosperity in the region.
PBF Senior Vice President,
Muhammad Riaz Khattak in
a statement said the feder-
al government took a major
decision to allow trade of all
products with Kabul in the
rupee via land routes owing
to the non-availability of
tradable currency through
banking channels which was
long-standing demand of the
business community and it
would also support our bal-
ance of payment.

The ECC approved a summa-
ry of the commerce ministry
amending the Import Policy
Order (IPO) to allow trade
with Afghanistan in rupees
for a period of one year. It
is believed the regime will
remain in place until the
restoration of regular bank-
ing channels in Afghanistan.
Afghanistan was the third
largest export destination
for Pakistani products, but
the trend changed in the past
couple of years. - APP
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Briefs

ECP terms

PTI's claim
‘of changes
in voter iists
propaganda

DNA

ISLAMABAD: While term-
ing the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s (PTI) claim of chang-
es in the voter lists of the 20
by-election  constituencies
a propaganda, the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) stated Friday that the
by-polls on the 20 Punjab
Assembly seats were being
held on the previous voter
lists. “The voter lists are fro-
zen after the announcement
of the election schedule to
facilitate the preparation of
the polling schemes,” the
ECP spokesperson said.
“No changes can be made to
the voter lists after the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule until the polls are
concluded in the constituen-
cy concerned,” he added.
“The statements that have
been made on media about
the voter lists are baseless
and contrary to the facts,”
he stated. “This is a pure-
ly propaganda technique
through which the public is
being misled,” he said and
vowed that transparent and
peaceful elections would be
ensured on the 20 Punjab
Assembly seats. It is to be
noted here that the ECP
issued the aforementioned
statement on Friday after
multiple press conferences
from the PTI leaders - Asad
Umar and Fawad Chaudhry,
in which they announced to
challenge the ‘pre-poll rig-
ging’ in the by-polls through
the induction of unknown
voters into the lists. Earli-
er in the day, the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) condemned ‘baseless
allegations’ being levelled
by former prime minister
and PTI Chairman Imran
Khan against the commis-
sion and Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sikan-
dar Sultan Raja.

PM prays
for Pak’s
prosperity

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
congratulated all pilgrims on
Hajj-e-Akbar (Exalted Hajj
which takes place on Friday)
and prayed that the Almighty
may shower His blessings
upon the Muslim Ummah
in general and Pakistan in
particular. In a series of mes-
sages posted on social media
platform Twitter, he appealed
to the fortunate pilgrims who
have a chance to perform
Hajj-e-Akbar, to offer special
prayers for humanity and to
seek relief from the miseries.
PM Sharif said this was a
blessed occasion to pray for
the prosperity of mankind
and its deliverance from
epidemics and diseases. He
prayed to Allah Almighty for
the freedom of the occupied
Palestine and Kashmir to
save the oppressed people.
“May Allah Almighty bring
Pakistan out of its debt sit-
uation with the blessings
of Hajj-e-Akbar and grant
us economic self-reliance,”
he said. He also urged
the nation to offer special
prayers for elevation in the
ranks of martyrs. There are
several lawmakers who are
performing Hajj this year,
including seven members of
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Quaid (PML-Q).

IGP pays
surprise visit
to Security
Division
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan paid a surprise visit to
the administration block and
different branches of the se-
curity division. He said that
IGP Islamabad along with
DIG (Security) Hassan Raza
checked the cleanliness of
the administration block
and different branches. The
IGP suspended Reader of
SP Diplomatic, Sub-Inspec-
tor Tarig Mahmood due to
lack of sanitation, cleanli-
ness and for not maintain-
ing official record while
ASI Muhammad Ashraf was
suspended for not wearing
proper uniform.

The IGP also sought expla-
nations from DSP Diplomat-
ic Farooq Niazi and the staff
officer of SP Diplomatic.

LI

MW

ok

o T

. - ."—' ; o~ - f.\-ﬁ —

L

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Italy Andrea-s, CEO Monal Group Lugman Ali Afzal, Edit
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and others posing for a picture on the occasion of National Day of Egypt. — DNA

Indigenous resources key
to solving energy crisis

‘Energy security 1s essential because the kind of disruption
we have seen 1s a potential threat to our economic well-being’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: “We should focus on all the
energy resources that can be produced on
our land,” said Minister of State for Petro-
leum Musadik Masood Malik while taking
to Gwadar Pro, adding that utilisation of
indigenous resources is the key to solving
Pakistan’s energy crisis over the long haul.

According to Gwadar Pro, Pakistan’s energy
sector is again hanging in balance due to in-
efficiencies, burgeoning circular debt, mas-
sive dependence on imported fossil fuels,
and the rise in global fuel prices. It's not the
first time that Pakistan was stuck in an en-
ergy crisis. What is worse, it is facing high
power shortages after the demands owing
to the summer months have increased rap-
idly as compared with the total electricity
generation. “Energy security is essential
because the kind of disruption we have seen
is a potential threat to our economic well-be-

ing. Exploration of the more indigenous and
renewable resources is the key to energy
security,” pinpointed Pakistan Economic
Survey 2021-22.

Responding to this, the minister said, “the
problem we are facing in Pakistan at the mo-
ment is that we have to import fuel on which
most of our power plants run. This import
puts a heavy burden on our treasury, on our
external sector, and also on the rupee which
depreciates.” That is why the government
is considering a fundamental transformation
of the energy system to achieve sustainable
development. That remains to be tested,
though. As per the Survey, historically Pa-
kistan’s economic growth is constrained by
bottlenecks in the energy sector. Pakistan’s
energy requirements are increasing and de-
mand for energy in the coming decades will
rise substantially. Energy demand on this
scale will put increasing pressure on energy
resources and distribution networks. This is
unsustainable without a fundamental trans-

formation of the energy system. Dependen-
cy on the dominant fossil energy resources,
especially oil is risky.

The minister noted that the government
has been endeavoring to bring in trans-
formational changes in power system by
exploring alternate sources of energy in
the country. Government is also focus-
ing on renewable sources of energy to
make access to energy affordable. The
exploration of alternate and renewable
sources of energy will also help ensure
energy security and sustainability, he
added. For example, consumers are us-
ing solar panels on a small scale without
the support of the government, which
should allocate funds out of the subsidy
allocation in the budget. Therefore, Mu-
sadik Masood Malik explained, the PM
constituted a task force on solar ener-
gy initiatives with a vision to promote
sustainable and green energy. Members
of the task force included officials from

different ministries and departments.
Under the initiative, the government is
working on a comprehensive solar energy
package comprising tax waivers and con-
cessionary loans for consumers in a bid to
overcome the prolonged power outages that
have stalled life in the country.

The solar package will also include a short-
term plan for shifting government offices
to solar energy. It involves preparation of
a plan for helping small consumers switch
over to solar energy with the help of subsidy
or concessionary loans.

"If solar is installed on every roof, those
who suffer from heat and load shedding can
generate their own electricity at least for
the whole day; and if some surplus electrici-
ty is generated, they can sell it to the grid,"
Musadik Masood Malik further suggested.
Again he highlighted, "like, where we have
wind corridors, we can also set up wind-
mills. We should rely on indigenous resourc-
es rather than on imported fuel."

Pakistan marks 6th
anniversary of Wani

olution of the Kashmir dispute in ac-
cordance with the relevant United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions and
the will of the Kashmiri people.

On the other hand, the Kashmiris
have observed the 6th martyrdom
anniversary of popular youth leader,
Burhan Muzaffar Wani as Resistance
Day Friday. Burhan Wani, along with
two other associates, was killed by
Indian troops during a fake encoun-
ter in Kokernag area of Islamabad
district on this day in 2016., said a

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The government and
people of Pakistan on Friday paid
strong tribute to the life and legacy of
Kashmiri youth Burhan Wani for his
selfless contribution for his Kashmi-
ri brethren to attain their inalienable
right to self-determination. “While
paying homage to Burhan Wani as the
face of the indigenous Kashmir free-
dom movement, Pakistan once again
urges the government of India to
desist from indiscriminate use
of force and relentless target-
ing of Kashmiris especially
the youth,” the Foreign
Office said in a statement
issued here.

The Foreign Office said in &
a statement said, “Paki- &
stan once again urges the

government of India to
desist from indiscriminate
use of force and relentless
targeting of Kashmiris
especially the youth.”

The FO said Pakistan

also urged the inter-

national community to

play its due role for a

just and peaceful res-

report released by the
KMS, today. It said Bur-
han Wani is the face of
A Kashmiris’ resistance
against India’s illegal
occupation and the
people of Kashmir
will continue his mis-
sion as he lives in the
hearts of the Kashmi-
ri people.

' The report said that India
martyred Burhan Wani
but thousands of Bur
hans emerged, adding that
India could snatch Bur
hans physically, but it
can't kill the freedom
sentiment of the
Kashmiri people.

Burhan Wani an
icon of Kashmiris’
struggle: PM

ISLAMABAD:
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday termed
martyred Kashmiri
han Muzaffar Wani as a symbol of
Kashmiris’ courageous resistance
against the Indian occupation. On
the sixth martyrdom anniversary
of Wani, the prime minister paid
tribute to him and said the Indian
troops in Occupied Kashmir unjusti-
fiably tortured Wani and forced him
to pick guns instead of education.
PM Sharif said Burhan Wani was
the dear son of a Kashmiri moth-
er who used to teach Holy Quran
and of a teacher father who taught
students.He said Wani had written
a chapter of great sacrifice against
the illegal occupation of India and
added that even 0.9 million troops
could not deter the commitment of
such brave sons of soil. The prime
minister said for over 70 years, the
courageous Kashmiri people were
struggling for their right to self-de-
termination. - APP

Prime  Minister

ICTP chalks out
comprehensive

security plan for
Eid-ul-Azha

2500 police personnel
deployed to guard Eid prayer

youth Bur-

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The capital police has chalked out a compre-
hensive security plan to maintain peace and tranquility in
the district on the eve of Eid-ul-Azha, a police public rela-
tions office said. He said that following special orders of the
IGP Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan a comprehensive secu-
rity plan for Eid Ul Azha prayer has been issued. According
to the security plan, more than 1000 police personnel includ-
ing 4 SPs, 11 ASP/DSPs will shield Eid prayers to be offered
in 1032 mosques and 28 imam bargahas which have been
categorized according to their sensitivity. Likewise, more
than 100 police personnel will be deployed at Faisal Mosque
to provide security cover to the devotees.

All the mosques, imam bargahs, religious places, public
parks and other important places would be provided max-
imum security on Eid adding that DIG Operations Sohail
Zafar Chatha will monitor all the security arrangements in
the city while all security will also be monitored through
safe city cameras and special police squads. Likewise, 800
personnel of Eagle squad will be deputed in the city for pa-
trolling at all public and sensitive places while more than
150 personnel of special branch will do their duties during
Eid prayer. Similarly, 278 traffic officials including one SP
and 04 DSPs are deployed to maintain traffic flow in the city.

Faced with the increasingly serious disease burden in Pakistan,
advanced medical technology is an inevitable solution at present

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China-Pakistan medical Al
cooperation to boost local chronic disease
screening, Gwadar Pro reported on Friday.
Lately, at the first international “Medical
Conference and Exhibition for Next Gen-
eration Healthcare” held in Islamabad, Chi-
nese medical Al leader Airdoc Technology
and Pakistan’s well-known medical device
import and distribution company Dynamic
Medical Company (DMC) officially signed
a cooperation agreement to work together
to promote the application of Airdoc retinal
imaging Al products in Pakistan.

Special Technology Zones Authority Chair-
man Amer Hashmi, ex-Surgeon General
of Pak Army, Lt-Gen (r) Asif Mumtaz Suk-
hera, Health Services Academy VC Prof
Dr Shahzad Ali Khan, former Ambassador
to China Ms Naghmana A Hashmi, Advisor
to GoP on Health Dr Ghazna Khalid, and
numerous other professionals from public
health sector attended the conference.

One of the major objectives of this con-
ference was sensitizing the participants,
the general public and the government to
hereditary or genetic disorders, its timely
diagnosis and available treatments.

In his speech HAS VC Dr Khan said that Pa-
kistan is ranked among the countries having
high alert of genetic disorders, adding that
majorly the increased incidence and preva-
lence of the genetic disorders are associated
with lack of pre-natal testing facilities in the
country. “Faced with the increasingly seri-
ous disease burden in Pakistan, advanced
medical technology is an inevitable solution
at present.” Experts such as Ms Hashmi,
former Pakistani ambassador to China,
agreed that pre-marital testing and coun-
seling in Pakistan’s health care system will
effectively relieve the heavy burden of ge-
netic diseases through technological inter-
vention. Initiating research evidence-based
interventions for genetic diseases in Paki-
stan will open another dimension of trade
i.e. Pak-China Health Corridor.

At the meeting, Yang Yaquan, representa-

tive of Airdoc’s overseas business depart-
ment, gave a keynote speech on “Artificial
Intelligence Solutions for Early Screening
of Chronic Diseases”, introducing that a se-
ries of chronic diseases such as high blood
pressure, diabetes, coronary heart disease
has a genetic predisposition.

The retina is the only part of the human
body that can directly observe blood ves-
sels and nerves non-invasively, thus by
observing the subtle changes of blood
vessels and nerves on the retina, people
can glimpse the clues of more than 200
common chronic diseases. The applica-
tion of Al technology has made this test,
which has a solid medical theoretical
foundation, more efficient and accessi-
ble, making large-scale early screening
of chronic diseases possible.

The reporter learned that Airdoc will pro-
mote a portable fundus camera in Pakistan,
which looks like a VR glasses, is very con-
venient to carry, and can be driven by ordi-
nary power banks. After the user completes
retinal photography according to the voice

prompt, it only takes about 1 minute to re-
ceive an assessment report containing doz-
ens of health risks. The product has been
applied to domestic and foreign medical,
general health, eye health management and
other scenarios, serving over 10 million us-
ers. If the product can be promoted to the
medical and health system of Pakistan, it
will be beneficial for the early prevention of
local related diseases It is worth mentioning
that DMC in institutional collaboration with
the Health Services Academy (HSA) and
their Chinese partners plans to set up a Ge-
netic Reference Laboratory and Research
Center for genetic disorders in Islamabad.
CEO, DMC, Mr. Owais Mir mentioned
during the closing remarks that this con-
ference will create an enabling environ-
ment for all medical technology-based
research and innovation in Pakistan and
this is only the beginning. More aware-
ness on mass level coupled with federal
govt.’s support will bring plan to action in
the form of genetic labs, DNA sequencing
interventions, data mining and more.

Bike lifter
arrested:
four stolen
motorcycles
recovered

RAWALPINDI: Police have
arrested a bike lifter and
recovered four stolen mo-
torcycles from his posses-
sion. According to a police
spokesman, a team under
the supervision of SHO,
Sadigabad Police Station
managed to net an accused
namely Muzamil who was a
bike lifter, street criminal
and allegedly involved in
several cases registered in
different police stations.
Police recovered four sto-
len motorcycles and other
items from his possession.
A case has been registered
against the accused while
further investigation is un-
derway, he added. Super-
intendent of Police, Rawal
Babar Javed Joya appreciat-
ed police team and directed
to net the accomplices and
facilitators of the bike lift-
er and street criminal. He
also directed the police of-
ficers to accelerate the on-
going operation against car
and bike lifters and street
criminals. — APP

Diabetes
harm main
organs:
Renowned
Physicians
DNA

RAWALPINDI: Renowned
General Physicians and Di-
abatologists of twin cities
gather here at a local Hotel
in Rawalpindi to hear an
exclusive talk of Dr Asjad
Hameed, Chairman, The
Diabetes Centre, senior Di-
abatologist and Endocrine
specialist on ‘ Limbs for
Life. The session was or-
ganized by a national lead-
ing pharmaceutical. While
giving his talk, Dr Asjad ap-
prised the participants of a
continuous rise in number
of patients with diabetes in
Pakistan.

‘Pakistan has 33 million
people with diabetes at the
moment and ranks third in
world’ Dr Asjad said while
quoting statistics from In-
ternational Federation of
Diabetes — IDF Diabetes
harm main organs of body
as heart, brain, eyes, limbs.
‘ In worst case scenario,
patient limbs have to be
amputed making him or
her crippled and burden
Dr Asjad Hameed said he
is waging a war against this
menace for last a decade
. He urged upon Federal
Minister of Health to make
‘Control diabetes’ a nation-
al debate and take concrete
measures to tackle this life
threatening menace.

HEC asks
students to
submit data

online
DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani students, who had

failed to return to China
for the completion of their
courses following lifting
of the coronavirusrelat-
ed restrictions, have now
returning to the country
thanks to the policy of the
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) under which
they have been asked to
get themselves registered
for the purpose online. The
first batch of students has
already arrived in China.

The HEC has directed the
students to upload their
exact data by July 21, 2022
which will then be shared
with the Chinese authorities
in order to expedite their re-
turn to their universities.

10 air quality
index devices
installed at
highways

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
police have installed 10 air
quality index measurement
meters at main avenues
of the city with an aim to
reduce air pollution by en-
suring strict action against
smoke emitting vehicles, a
police public relations of-
ficer said. To implement
the vision of the Prime
Minister of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan Mian
Shahbaz Sharif and as per
instructions of the Fed-
eral Minister for Interior
Rana Sanaullah Khan, re-
forms in Islamabad capital
police is underway.



Democracy and messy
politics 1n West

HE UK and the US have recently been overwhelmed by waves of polit-

ical turmoil, and various negative events in political circles have been

frequently reported. The event that has grabbed the most attention is
UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Thursday agreeing to resign after a wave
of staffers quit their posts. The no-confidence vote among Conservatives in
early June suggested that Johnson has become very unpopular in his own party.
Resignations from more than 50 ministers in recent days indicate he has become
utterly isolated. “Another important trigger is his poor performance in diploma-
cy, especially the increasingly tense UK-EU relations, and improper handling of
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which has resulted in soaring inflation. Complaints
about Johnson among ordinary British can be heard everywhere. His internal
and external difficulties are the fundamental cause of his decision to resign,” said
Song Zhongping, a Chinese military expert and TV commentator.
In the US, Britain’s closest ally, some politicians are still focusing on the 2020
election results. A grand jury investigation into Donald Trump’s efforts to
overturn the 2020 election in Georgia is still ongoing. The Republican Party
of Texas in June adopted a resolution that rejects President Joe Biden as the
winner of the 2020 election. The direct trigger of the current political chaos in
Britain and the US is the incompetence of its elected leaders, which has drawn
widespread criticism from the public and officials. But their plight cannot be
addressed by changing their leaders, as the root of the mess is structural. On
a global scale, a rising East and falling West has been an unstoppable trend.
The West represented by the UK and the US is indeed on the decline, and the
decline in quality of their leaders is just a manifestation of this.
Furthermore, their so-called democratic political system also plays a big role in
creating the political chaos both countries are seeing. “The primary problem
in their system is political parties taking turns in power. In this system, the
relations between the parties are not cooperative, but cut-throat,” Song said,
“In many internal and domestic affairs, the parties even set traps for each other,
resulting in these affairs ending in a mess and becoming unresolvable.”
Once elected, the ruling party tends to break promises they made to voters dur-
ing election campaigns. As an inevitable consequence, the public in the UK and
US have lost confidence in their leaders. Democracy in itself is a good thing.
It is one of the universal core values and principles for all human beings. But
the democracy of the UK and the US is a bad thing. Their democratic practice
is a mess, resulting in democracy being marred beyond recognition. The US
vigorously promotes itself as a “beacon of democracy,” an example worthy of em-
ulation by other countries. This is just a narrative Washington has fabricated to
consolidate its hegemony and leadership across the world, which is being proved
to be increasingly absurd through its own practice. Democratic practices in the
US and the UK have tarnished the name of democracy and disappointed people’s
expectations of it. It is democratic practice filled with confusion and risk.
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Gwadar Port needs
special attention

PART from its excellent location, Gwadar Port is very

suitable and important for global trade in terms of de-

fense, politics and economy. We have to ensure the deliv-
ery of imported goods from the upper and northern regions of
the country through this port. Therefore, it is very important
to have an excellent and functional network of roads and railway
lines from Gwadar to the upper parts of the country.
The port of Gwadar is a large port of warm water and deep sea on
the Arabian Sea in the province of Balochistan, located at the mouth
of the Persian Gulf. Due to this port, Pakistan’s geostrategic position
has gained special importance in the entire region. It could mobilize
other industrial and commercial sectors, including trade transport
between South Asian, West and Central Asian states, and the installa-
tion of oil and gas pipelines. During the time of General Ayub Khan,
a plan was made to make Gwadar a modern port but this plan could
not be implemented in practice. After years of silence, construction
of the port began in 2002 under former President General Pervez
Musharraf. After its completion, it was inaugurated in 2007. In 2013,
the contract for the port was awarded to a Chinese company, after
which the Chinese government decided to invest in it. An agreement
was reached in 2015, after which work on the project began, ushering
in a new era in the form of this magnificent port.
What a pity that China devised a breakwater project to protect the
port of Gwadar from hurricanes and provided a grant of 44 445 mil-
lion and an easy loan of 48 484 million for this purpose but four years
later Despite this, no formal work has been done on this project. Sur-
prisingly and sadly, when the necessary funds were available for this
project and there were no other obstacles, the implementation of this
project was delayed. Which not only harmed Pakistan but also China
expressed strong resentment. Earlier, during the tenure of General
Ayub Khan, when the work for this port was announced, sometimes
due to non-availability of funds and sometimes due to domestic and
external pressure, the work was hampered, but now due to non-avail-
ability of funds Even if the problem is solved, who is responsible for
not implementing this plan? An investigation was necessary to de-
termine responsibility for this national loss. Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif has now taken notice of this criminal negligence and ordered
an inquiry into it and directed the Chairman Prime Minister’s Inspec-
tion Commission to submit a report in this regard within a week.

Munich Olympics give way to Soccer v. Jihad: P-2

James Dorsey

Turkish-American soccer
blogger John Blasing
said the fan disrespect
represented “a nationalist/
Islamist undercurrent
within Turkish society that
has occasionally raised
its head with disastrous
consequences, and one
that now wants to equate...

OLITICAL Grievances V. Religiosity: The jihadist di-

lemma posed by soccer as a recruitment and bonding

tool on the one hand and a convenient target on the
other was symbolized by expressions in stadia of the appeal
of jihadist groups like the Islamic State that reflects more
often than not domestic political grievances or a conspira-
torial worldview rooted in puritan interpretations of Islam
such as Wahhabism rather than an ideological commitment
to jihadism. The dichotomy was evident when Turkish fans
twice in late 2015 disrupted moments of silence for victims
of Islamic State attacks in Ankara and Paris. Boos and jeers
were also heard during a minute’s silence in Dublin at a
Euro 2016 play-off between Ireland and Bosnia and Herze-
govina. The interruptions demonstrated the kind of intoler-
ance bred by religiously-cloaked authoritarianism in coun-
tries like Turkey and Saudi Arabia that fails to ensure that
all segments of society have a stake in the existing order.
The Turkish fans shouting of Allahu Akbar, God is Great,
during moments of silence at the beginning of two soccer
matches represented more than simple identification with
the jihadist group or evidence of a substantial support base
in Turkey. It signalled a shift in attitudes among some seg-
ments of Turkish society as a result of 12 years of rule by
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, one of modern Turkey’s
most important leaders that increasingly has been infused
with notions of ‘us’ and ‘them.’” In Turkey, them often refers
to Kurds, who account for up to 23 per cent of the popula-
tion. Kurds were prominent among the 102 victims in An-
kara in October 2015 and an earlier Islamic State attack in
July of that year in the south-eastern Turkish town of Suruc.
The Suruc attack sparked renewed hostilities between the
Turkish military and the insurgent Kurdistan Workers’ Par-
ty (PKK), which has waged a low-intensity war in southeast
Turkey since 1984 in which tens of thousands have died.
Erdogan’s polarization persuaded Diyarbakir Biiyiiksehir
Belediyespor, the Kurdish club in Diyarbakir, a city that
is viewed as the capital of Turkey’s predominantly Kurd-
ish southeast, to change its name in 2015 to Amed. Amed
is the long-banned Kurdish name of Diyarbakir. The club
also adopted as its identity the colours of the Kurdish
flag, yellow, red, and green of the Kurdish flag. The move
constituted part of Kurdish resistance to long-standing
restrictions on the use of their languages and expres-
sions of ethnic or national identity.
The Turkish fan’s provocative disrespect for innocent vic-
tims of political violence resembled tweets by conservative
followers of Wahhabism, Saudi Arabia’s austere interpre-
tation of Islam described by dissident Saudi scholar Mad-

awi Al-Rasheed as “militarized religious nationalism.” On
Twitter, these Saudis projected the downing of a Russian
airliner in 2015 and that year’s attacks in Paris, including
a stadium, as legitimate revenge for atrocities committed
by French colonial rule in Algeria and Russia in its wars in
Afghanistan, Chechnya and Syria.

Turkish fan disrespect for the victims of IS violence “re-
flects an alarming sense of estrangement from the victims
and the communities to which they belong. This lack of em-
pathy could well stem from the callousness of excluding ‘the
other’ (and possibly lead to one’s own sense of exclusion
being transformed into radical hostility expressed in violent
action) ... The whistles and chants, which continued during
the Greek national anthem, demonstrate how Turkey’s po-
litical culture has changed since President Erdogan’s Jus-
tice and Development Party (AKP) came to power in 2002,”
said Al-Monitor columnist Kadir Gursel.

Supporters of Nacacililar Konyaspor, a club in the con-
servative Anatolian city of Konya, expressed that sense
of estrangement in their justification of their disruption of
the honouring of the victims during a soccer match. They
published a video on their Facebook page that asserted
“the moment of silence was not allowed in Konya.” It de-
scribed the Ankara victims who died while participating in
a peace march as “peace-loving traitors.”

Like many incidents of expression of sympathy for jihadism
or jihadist activism, the Turkish soccer manifestations are
shrouded in controversy that stems from governments in
various Islamic countries viewing the militants as a force
to be utilized for their own political purposes rather than a
reflection of societal problems that need to be addressed.
In the case of Turkey, which has long been accused of turn-
ing a blind eye to the Islamic State in the hope that it would
check the revival of Kurdish nationalism in neighbouring
Syria, Cumhuriyet newspaper reported that the youth wing
of Erdogan’s ruling party whose members had been grant-
ed free access to the stadium had instigated the booing of a
moment of silence for the 130 victims of the Paris attacks
at the beginning of a match in Istanbul. Two of Cumhur-
riyet’s top journalists were indicted in November 2015 on
charges of espionage for disclosing that trucks belonging to
the Turkish intelligence agency MIT had been used to ferry
weapons to Islamist opposition groups in Syria.
Turkish-American soccer blogger John Blasing said the fan
disrespect represented “a nationalist/Islamist undercurrent
within Turkish society that has occasionally raised its head
with disastrous consequences, and one that now wants to
equate all Kurds and leftists with the labels ‘terrorists’ and
‘traitor.” It is, for lack of a better term, a dangerous latent
Islamo-fascism lying just beneath the surface of Turkish so-
ciety. It is the same undercurrent that expresses itself in
the Turkish state’s ambivalence towards ISIS,” a reference
to the Islamic State’s former name.

The alleged government connection to the Turkish incidents
like a French decision in the wake of the Paris attacks to tem-
porarily ban fans from travelling to their team’s away from
home matches recognized the mobilization aspect of the
sport that jihadist leaders see. French fears were grounded
in a degree of alienation among segments of youth with an
immigrant background that has prompted them to refuse to
support the French national team in a manifestation of their
sense that there is no equal place for them in French society.
French fears were also rooted in a history of immigrant soc-
cer violence irrespective of whether the French team wins or
not dating back to France’s winning of the World Cup in 1998
with a team that brought together a generation of players
who all had their origins outside France and was widely seen
as a symbol of successful French integration of minorities.
Days earlier, police in France and four other European coun-
tries had arrested 100 people of Algerian descent associated

with the Groupe Islamique Arme (GIA), a militant Islamist
group fighting in Algeria’s civil war in the 1990s that left at
least 100,000 people dead.

Eleven years later, some 12,000 youths of Algerian de-
scent poured into Paris Champs Elysees for celebrations
to celebrate Algeria’s defeat of Egypt in the Sudanese cap-
ital of Khartoum rather than support France which was
preparing for a crucial World Cup qualifier against Ireland.
The celebrations degenerated into clashes with police
prompting a student to tell Andrew Hussey, a scholar who
has charted French-North African relations and the soccer
politics of French communities of North African origin: “I
can’t believe it. I've never seen anything like it. It’s not
just about football. It has to be about something else.”
Hussey argued that the riots were not simply about per-
ceived racism in France but harked back to French colo-
nial rule that viewed Algeria as an integral part of France
but treated Algerians as second-class citizens.

It is those societal divisions that the Islamic State targeted
with its attack on the Stade de France and its alleged plots
in Germany. In doing so, the group was seeking to exploit
a perception of prejudice, discrimination and abandonment
that stretches far beyond France and is not restricted to
communities that feel disenfranchised and hopeless. Iron-
ically, that may have failed with French and other Muslims
far more assertive in their condemnation of the Paris at-
tacks than of the assault in January 2015 on French satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo and a Jewish supermarket.
However, mixed with the abhorrence felt by French Mus-
lims at the carnage in Paris was a sense among many soc-
cer fans that Muslims are being stereotyped and targeted
whether at home or in countries far and near. That sense
evident across Europe is reinforced by Europe’s military and
law enforcementfocused response to jihadism and Islamist
militancy. Said a French taxi driver of Algerian descent who
supports Paris Saint-Germaine: “Nothing justified what hap-
pened. These people are beasts. But France and others can’t
go round the world bombing countries and leaving ordinary
people to pick up the pieces. It’s logical that there would be a
reaction. This, however, was not the way to do it.”

The blurry lines between hardcore jihadists and soccer fans
for whom the Islamic State constitutes primarily a symbol
of resistance as well as the mix of rejection and a degree
of empathy were also evident in a one-minute video clip on
YouTube that left little doubt about support for IS among
supporters of storied Moroccan soccer club Raja Club Ath-
letic. A video clip on the Internet showed fans of the Cas-
ablanca club that prides itself on its nationalist credentials
dating back to opposition to colonial French rule and its
reputation as the team of ordinary Moroccans chanting:
“Daesh, Daesh,” the Arabic acronym for Islamic State and
“God is Great, let’s go on jihad.” The clip appeared to re-
affirm the Islamic State’s widespread emotional appeal to
a segment of youth across the Middle East and North Af-
rica rather than a willingness to actually become a foreign
fighter in Syria or Iraq. “We have a high rate of unemploy-
ment. Young people want politicians to think about them...
Some of them can’t understand... They are too impatient,”
Moncef Mazrouki, the former president of Tunisia, the Arab
country with the largest number of Arab foreign fighters in
Syria and Iraq, said in an interview with Al Jazeera.

While Raja Athletic’s management failed to respond to the vid-
eo on its official website and Facebook page that has more than
3.1 million followers, supporters of the club sought to minimize
the clip’s significance. Writing on their Facebook page with its
118,830 likes, supporters quipped: “We are terrorists... Our
goal is to bomb other clubs. We do not want land or oil, we want
titles” below a mock picture of Islamic State fighters with the
inscription, “Raja’s Volunteer Championship.” The supporters
asserted elsewhere on their Facebook page that “we will not

start to argue and beg people to believe that this is a sarcastic
action and a joke.” Some supporters dismissed the video as a
public relations stunt. They insisted that they were demand-
ing reform, not radical change. To emphasize the point, the
supporters posted two days after the appearance of the video
an image of Osama Bin Laden with the words: “Rest in Piec-
es Motherf*****r.” The Islamic State’s appeal as a symbol for
Moroccan youth is rooted in the gap in perceptions of King
Mohammad VI. The monarch, unlike most of the region’s
rulers, neutralized anti-government protests in 2011 by en-
dorsing a new constitution that brought limited change but
kept the country’s basic political structure in place. As a
result, foreign media have described Mohammed VI as the
King of Cool. Moroccans however have seen little change in
their economic, social and political prospects while journal-
ists and activists face increased repression.

Conclusion

The 1972 Black September attack on the Olympic Village
in Munich represents an era of political violence that has
been superseded by religious militancy. Militants in the
1970s and the 1980s were driven by secular nationalist
grievances and aspirations. Perpetrators of political vi-
olence saw their actions as a way to force governments
and international public opinion to pay attention and
recognize the legitimacy of their cause. They accepted
the risk of dying but retained hope that they would sur-
vive the attacks they carried out. Arguably, Palestinian
attacks in Israel, Europe and elsewhere and the hijacking
of aeroplanes moved their aspirations centre stage.

By contrast, jihadist perpetrators of political violence that tar-
gets sports were seeking to exploit existing societal wedges
and aggravate social tensions to attract frustrated Muslim
youth and converts. Osama bin Laden’s 9/11 attacks succeed-
ed in undermining multi-cultural policies in relatively ethni-
cally and religiously homogeneous European societies that
struggled with migration from other continents, ethnicities,
and religious backgrounds. In doing so, the attacks reshaped
global politics and attitudes towards large numbers of people
fleeing political and economic collapse as “the other”—instead
of viewing them as victims of misconceived Western policies
that backfired in countries governed and mismanaged by cor-
rupt politicians and political and economic structures.
Analysis of the different goals and approaches leads to the
conclusion that groups like the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO) and various of its constituent elements success-
fully used violence in Munich and operations since to create
political opportunities for fulfilling their aspirations and gar-
nering mass support. By contrast, jihadists successfully ex-
ploited tensions, recruited marginalized youth, spread fear,
and sparked revulsion but proved unable and/or uninterested
in creating opportunities for solutions to social, economic,
and political problems and failed to win hearts and minds
among significant segments of Muslim youth.

Launched 12 years ago, The Turbulent World of Middle
East Soccer, offers, to borrow a phrase from an early propri-
etor of The Observer, ‘the scoop of interpretation.” The col-
umn continues to have significant impact. It is republished
by news websites, blogs, and newsletters across the globe.
Maintaining free distribution is key to maintaining the col-
umn’s impact. However, to do so, I rely on those readers
who value the column and its impact by voluntarily becom-
ing paid subscribers. If you are able and willing to support
the column, please become a paid Medium member or sub-
scriber by clicking on Substack on the subscription button
and choosing one of the subscription options. If you prefer,
you can also make a donation Thank you for your contin-
ued interest, readership, and support. This chapter is an
updated version of a working paper originally published by
the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies and the
submitted-non-edited version of an article in Israel Affairs.

Kashmiri Youth: The torchbearers of struggle for independence

Nayeem Maqbool

The medical services were
attacked and obstructed,
which led to a serious impact
on the injured and general
population. Frequent and
long periods of curfews and
communication blockades
had a major impact on
Kashmiris and their access
to medical facilities, and also
had a cumulative impact on
students and their right...

N the age of youth, when the youth movements have
got worldwide attention, the role of youth in socio-eco-
nomic development and nation building processes has
increased at a global level. The Kashmir dispute is one of
the serious issues in the world where youth have assumed
central importance by providing their best efforts to shape

ideology in one or other way. The people of Kashmir are
struggling for their right to “self-determination” on differ-
ent fronts. On each front, the youth of Kashmir are playing
an active and important role.

On July 8, 2016, BurhanWani, a 22-year old freedom fighter,
was martyred by Indian occupational forces in the Koker-
nag area of Islamabad district in IOJK. This angered the
people of Kashmir and led to mass protests against his kill-
ing throughout the erstwhile state. His death strengthened
the discourse of the freedom movement and proved that
the people of Kashmir support freedom lovers who carry
the mission of secession from the Indian occupation. Indian
occupying forces used force against peaceful protests, re-
sulting in a large number of extrajudicial killings, injuries,
and a wide range of human rights violations. The occupied
territory has experienced several waves of protests since
1989, but after the killing of BurhanWani, more people were
seen participating in protests, including more young people
and women. After the killing of BurhanWani, thousands of
people were detained under draconian laws, and the de-
tainees or arrested persons were not informed about the
detention or charges levelled against them. Not only adults,
but also minors, were arrested and booked under the PSA
without their age being verified.

The medical services were attacked and obstructed,
which led to a serious impact on the injured and gen-
eral population. Frequent and long periods of curfews
and communication blockades had a major impact on
Kashmiris and their access to medical facilities, and also
had a cumulative impact on students and their right to
education. Mobile and internet services were suspended
and restrictions were imposed on freedom of expression.

The media and journalists were also targeted.

Due to the curfew and innocent killings in 2016, schools,
colleges, and universities were closed in the Kashmir
valley. 130 school days were lost in the single academ-
ic year of 2016, and 1.4 million children were at home.
There have been a huge number of arson attacks on
schools in 2016. More than thirty schools were damaged
by Indian forces in the dead of the night. Later, various
schoolboys were accused of burning schools and were
booked under PSA. Some of them were minors.

In addition, various schools were under the use of the
military and various schools were occupied by the cen-
tral reserve police force (CRPF) and this endangered
the lives of students and teachers in 2016. India not only
violated the international laws related to free and com-
pulsory education but also violated its own Act (Right
of children to free and compulsory education Act 2009),
which disrupted access to education and made educa-
tional institutions and schools vulnerable to attacks.
The Indian armed forces started Operation Calm Down
in IQJK following the killing of young commander Burhan-
Wani. In September 2016, four thousand additional troops
were deployed in IOK as a part of Operation Calm Down to
suppress and oppress the innocent people of Kashmir who
have been demanding the right of self-determination since
1947. Operation All Out was also started in 2017 following
the killing of young BurhanWani in 2016. The operation is
carried jointly by the army, police, CRPF, BSF, and Indian
intelligence agencies to kill the Kashmiri youth who are
fighting for the right of self-determination.

In 2008-2009, the Kashmiri younger generation actively
participated in the protests on the Amaranth land issue

and the rape and murder of two women in the northern dis-
trict of Kashmir. In 2010, 5000 youngsters were arrested,
including hundreds of minors. Students of Indian occupied
Kashmir also played an important role in the awakening of
the Kashmir dispute through protests and demonstrations
portrayed in their painting, writing, and conversation. Many
political and religious parties have youth wings that work in
education and social services to promote freedom in Indi-
an-occupied Kashmir. Many current freedom fighter lead-
ers are among the founders of student organizations. Now
the government of India is not allowing students to function
in universities and colleges.
The story of the Kashmiri youth is directly related to bro-
ken promises. Since 1989, unprecedented pressure has been
seen on the youth of Kashmir. The atrocities have had a seri-
ous impact on the generation that saw the turmoil that began
in 1989. Unresolved disputes pushed the younger genera-
tion to gun culture and also to the streets to protest. Before
starting armed struggle, the younger generation also made
many attempts to take the Kashmir conflict to centre-stage,
but the government of India betrayed and foiled them. Today,
the younger generation of Kashmir are different from other
regions of the South Asian States. A continued feeling of liv-
ing under siege in their own home land and having to curb
the movement by force has led to dejection. It forced young
people to get together to take on occupational forces and po-
lice on a large scale. The Indian forces are conducting fake
encounters to get rewards and promotion. All this has also
triggered a large scale of violence.
— Nayeem Magqgbool is Political analyst
& PhD Scholar of International Relations at
International Islamic University, Islamabad
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Indonesia being the busiest
tourist destination and hav-
ing enormous expertise in
this particular field can help
Pakistan develop the tourism
sector. Talks between both
the countries are already
under way and it is expected
that both sides shall be able
to benefit from each other’s
experience in this field.

The Indonesian ambassador
during his another meeting
with the business people
claimed that there are sig-
nificant  opportunities to
strengthen bilateral trade
between Indonesia and Paki-
stan. Along with the import of
palm oil, he emphasized that
we should also improve our
mutual trade cooperation in
the textile, pharmaceutical,
herbal medicine, spices and
other important areas.

Speaking about Indonesia’s
ban on the export of palm
oil, Tugio stated that his
nation temporarily imposed
restrictions due to the price
spike that made palm oil
unavailable on the domes-
tic market and made it ex-
tremely difficult for locals
to purchase cocking oil. He
said, “The restriction was
lifted, and palm oil export
to the entire world has re-
sumed, including the imme-
diate supply of 10 contain-
ers of palm oil to Pakistan.”

Eid: PM
Shahbaz
felicitates...

From Pace 01
Pakistan and the UAE en-
joy close fraternal ties for
five decades that are rooted
firmly in common belief,
shared values, and culture.
The UAE is Pakistan’s
largest trading partner in
the Middle East and a ma-
jor source of investments.
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif also called
Amir of the State of Qatar
Sheikh Tamim Bin Ham-
ad Al Thani and extended
greetings on the occasion of
Eid-ul-Azha. The prime min-
ister conveyed his best wish-
es to the people of Qatar.
The Amir of Qatar warmly
reciprocated the greetings
and extended best wishes to
the people of Pakistan.
Both the leaders expressed
satisfaction over the excellent
state of bilateral relations and
resolved to carry forward the
robust political and econom-
ic cooperation that existed
between the two countries.
The two leaders agreed to
maintain close contact and
work together on all issues of
common interest. Qatar and
Pakistan enjoy close and cor-
dial relations rooted firmly in
shared faith, mutual under-
standing and commonality of
interests. Qatar is home to
200,000 Pakistani diaspora
that is playing a positive role
in the development of the
State of Qatar.

NCOC
orders Covid
testing for...

From Pack 01
Establishment (CHE) for
smooth testing of inbound
pilgrims and allocate ded-
icated spaces at airports.
Amid rising cases of Covid
within the country, Minister
for National Health Services
Abdul Qadir Patel appealed
to the people to stay in-
doors during Eid holidays
and observe precautionary
measures. Talking to the
media in Islamabad, he said
the positivity ratio of coro-
navirus cases is over four
per cent in the country. He
said the government has is-
sued the standard operating
procedures (SOPs), which
were evolved earlier, to pre-
vent the spread of the virus.

Pakistan

logs 693
new cases

From Pace 01
Punjab and 45 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Another 379
patients recovered from Cov-
id-19 in Pakistan in the last
24 hours (Thursday), bringing
the total number of recoveries
to 1,501,886. The total num-
ber of active cases in the coun-
try was 9,346 as of Friday. As
many as 584,802 coronavirus
cases have so far been con-
firmed in Sindh, 509,269 in
Punjab, 220,253 in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, 136,513 in Islam-
abad, 35,611 in Balochistan,
43,428 in Azad Kashmir and
11,769 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Russia lauds Indonesia’s
role at international forums

The foreign ministers of the Group of 20 (G20) countries attended the FMM in Bali
amid tensions between West and Russia over Ukraine. Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov was in attendance despite objections from Western and Japanese leaders

ANTARA

BALI: Speaking on the sidelines of the
G20 Foreign Ministers’” Meeting (FMM)
here on Friday, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov lauded Indonesia’s role at
various international forums. “I see Indo-
nesia’s position as a responsible country,
which understands the importance of es-
tablishing a dialogue based on interna-
tional law and the principle of equal state
sovereignty,” he said. The position taken
by Indonesia is very appropriate in its ca-
pacities as a member of the United Nations
(UN), G20 President, and upcoming chair
of the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) in 2023, he added.

The foreign ministers of the Group of 20
(G20) countries attended the FMM in Bali
amid tensions between the West and Rus-
sia over Ukraine. Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov was in attendance despite
objections from Western and Japanese

of Ukraine.

leaders. German Foreign Minister Annalen-
aBaerbock, British Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, and US Secretary of State, Antony
Blinken were among those present at the
meeting held on July 7 and 8, 2022.

Blinken, who refused to have a dialogue
with Russia, invited the G20 countries to
put pressure on Moscow to end its invasion

However, Russia did not appear to be
swayed by the attitude of the US and its al-
lies. “It is not us who are ignoring dialogue
but the United States. If they don’t want to
talk, that’s their choice,” Lavrov said.
Indonesia is holding the G20 Presiden-
cy, themed “Recover Together, Recover
Stronger,” this year.

The G20 members comprise Argentina,
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France,
Germany, Japan, India, Indonesia, Italy,
Mexico, Russia, South Africa, Saudi Arabia,
South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom,
the United States, and the European Union.
Spain is a permanent guest.

Abbas, Haniyah hold first
face-to-face meeting in years

NEews DEsk

JERUSALEM: Palestinian
Authority (PA) President
Mahmoud Abbas has met
publicly with the political
chief of the Palestinian Ha-
mas resistance movement
Ismail Haniyah for the first
time in more than five years
in Algeria, raising hopes for
reconciliation talks between
the two rival factions.

The meeting was held late on
Tuesday in the Algerian capi-
tal of Algiers on the sidelines
of the country’s 60th inde-
pendence anniversary, with
Algerian President Abdelm-
adjidTebboune in attendance.
Algerian and Palestinian me-
dia outlets published photos
of the pair shaking hands
at the meeting which was
presided over by Tebboune.
Algerian state television also
aired footage of the meeting,
describing it as “historic.”
The encounter between
the “Palestinian brothers”

came after years in which
the two “did not sit at the
same table together,” the
Algerian presidency said in
a statement, without elab-
orating on the outcome of
the conversation between

Abbas and Haniyah. The
PA’s delegation included
Majed Faraj, the head of
the intelligence services,
among other officials.

Haniyah and Abbas last
met face-to-face in October
2016 in the Qatari capital
of Doha, in the last efforts

to reconcile Palestinian Ha-
mas and Fatah resistance
movements. In the past
few months, Algeria has
hosted several Palestinian
delegations in an attempt
to revive intra-Palestinian

reconciliation. In Decem-

ber, President Tebboune
launched an initiative to
end the rift between the ri-
val Palestinian parties.

Since then, Palestinian
delegations have report-
edly been flying to Algeria
regularly to prepare for a

national conference ahead
of an Arab League summit
set to be hosted by Algeria
in November.

Following the 2006 legis-
lative elections, Fatah and
Hamas formed a short-lived
national unity government.

A year after Hamas defeat-
ed Fatah in the parliamen-
tary polls, the latter was
driven out of the Gaza Strip
as it attempted to replace
the Hamas-led government,
which resulted in several
weeks of fighting.

Hamas has been the de-facto
ruler in the besieged coastal
enclave since 2007, while Fa-
tah has been in power in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank.
Many efforts have failed to
end the rift between the two
Palestinian factions. Abbas
called Palestinian legislative
elections for May 2021, but
he nixed it just weeks ahead
of the polls, blaming Israel
for not promising to allow
residents of the occupied
East al-Quds to vote.

ICC starts countdown
for T20 World Cup 2022

MELBOURNE: ICC started the countdown for this year’s mega T20 World
Cup, scheduled in October-November in Australia. Australian international
stars Aaron Finch, Georgia Wareham and Tayla Vlaeminck along with cricket
legends Shane Watson, WagarYounis and MorneMorkel teamed up with other |
Australian personalities to not only start the countdown but also launched the
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup Trophy Tour, driven by Nissan. The Trophy Tour
is set to visit 35 locations in 13 countries across four continents, more than
ever before. The men’s T20 World Cup trophy will make stops in Fiji, Finland,
Germany, Ghana, Indonesia, Japan, Namibia, Nepal, Singapore and Vanuatu
for the first time, taking the sport to more fans in different countries to get a
glimpse of T20 cricket’s ultimate prize. Australia, who beat NZ last year to win
their maiden T20 World Cup, will defend the title this year at home. - DNA

VIENNA: Pakistan ambassador to Austria, Aftab Ahmad Khokhar talks with Austrian
Federal Chancellor Karl Nehammer. Both sides discussed ways to deepen bilateral
relationship with Pakistan. — DNA

Novak Djokovic
storms into 8th
Wimbledon final

LONDON: Novak Djokovic will get a chance to win a sev-
enth Wimbledon singles title Sunday against Nick Kyrgios of
Australia. Djokovic beat Cameron Norrie of Britain in four
sets Friday afternoon, overcoming some early match incon-
sistency and withstanding both a strong start from Norrie
and a raucous hometown crowd on Centre Court to win the
semifinal, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-4. It was the only semifinal match
played Friday. On Thursday, Rafael Nadal withdrew from the
tournament with a tear in his abdominal muscle. Nadal’s de-
cision not to play after he aggravated the tear in his five-set,
quarterfinal victory over Taylor Fritz gave Kyrgios a free
pass into his first Grand Slam final and ended hopes for
a showdown between Djokovic and the Spanish champion,
who have won a combined 42 Grand Slam titles but have
played each other for the trophy at Wimbledon just once.
On a sun-splashed, 80-degree day that meteorologists in
London were calling a heat wave, Norrie, a steady, never-say-
die lefty, was the better player early and into the first games
of the second set, going toe-to-toe and trying to out-rally the
best rallier in the world. Djokovic struggled with his serve
and to find his trademark precision on his groundstrokes.
He also doesn’t much care for playing in the heat. Midway
through the first set, with Norrie pushing ahead, Djokovic
settled into his chair and draped a towel over his head as
the packed Centre Court crowd roared for a countryman
with a home just up the road. Norrie, who lives so close to
the All England Club he cycled to the grounds earlier in the
tournament, smacked an ace to win the set, pumped his fist
and basked in the sound. - Agencies

Labuschagne, Smith
guide Australia to
298-5 1n second Test

DNA

GALLE: MarnusLabus-
chagne and Steve Smith
both hit centuries to give
Australia opening day hon-
ours against a Covid-hit Sri
Lanka in the second Test on
Friday. The tourists reached
298 for five at stumps after
electing to bat first in their
bid to clinch the two-match
series in Galle.

Smith, on 109, and wicket-
keeper-batsman Alex Carey,
on 16, were batting at close
of play after debutant left-
arm spinner PrabathJayas-
uriya took three wickets.
Smith smashed fast bowler
KasunRajitha for a cracking
cover drive to bring up his
28th Test hundred as he
raised his bat to an applaud-
ing dressing room.

It was the former captain's
first hundred since January
last year during the third
Test against India in Sydney.
Labuschagne, who made
104, and Smith put on 134
runs for the third wicket to
take the attack to the oppo-
sition bowlers after Australia
lost their openers in the first
session. Labuschagne re-
corded his seventh Test cen-
tury and his first away from
home in an attacking knock
before Jayasuriya got him
stumped at the stroke of tea.

Jayasuriya took his spin
charge into the final session
to get Travis Head bowled
for 12, and Cameron Green
trapped lbw for four. But
Smith and the left-handed
Carey anchored the innings
from there to deny any
more wickets to the hosts.
Carey, who made 45 in Aus-
tralia's crushing opening
win last week, once again
made his intent clear early
in his knock with a reverse
sweep for four off Jayasuri-
ya. Earlier, Sri Lanka struck
with their lone pace bowler
KasunRajitha, sending back
David Warner for five in the
fifth over of the day.
Off-spinner Ramesh Mendis
cleaned up Usman Khawaja
for 37 before lunch but La-
buschagne stood firm and
hit back with boundaries.
Labuschagne, who survived
a missed morning stumping
on 28 by NiroshanDickwella,
and Smith both handled the
spinners with ease until their
stand ended. The hosts hand-
ed Test caps to spinners Ma-
heeshTheekshana and Jayas-
uriya along with allrounder
KaminduMendis  after a
coronavirus outbreak in their
team. Ramesh, who took four
wickets in the previous match,
and Jayasuriya bowled a ma-
jority of the 90 overs while Th-
eekshana, a mystery spinner,
and Rajitha got the rest.

Ressa’s position at the head of the Rappler news site meant getting, by her own
estimate, up to 90 abusive online messages per hour at one point towards end of 2016

MANILA: Philippine Nobel
Peace Prize winner and
veteran journalist Maria
Ressa has battled multiple
legal cases and online abuse
in her campaign for press
freedom. The former CNN
correspondent co-found-
ed investigative news site
Rappler in 2012, bringing
together multimedia report-
ing and social media savvy
to offer an edgy take on
Philippine current events.

Ressa, 58, has been a vo-
cal critic of former presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte and
the deadly drug war he
launched in 2016, drawing
what media advocates de-
scribe as a grinding series

of criminal charges, probes
and online attacks against
her and Rappler.

She was named a Time Per-
son of the Year in 2018 for
her work on press freedom,
but a series of arrests and
a conviction for cyber libel
further grew her interna-
tional profile. In October,
Ressa and Russian journal-
ist Dmitry Muratov were
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for their efforts to
“safeguard freedom of ex-
pression”. Rappler has had
to fight for survival after
Duterte’s government ac-
cused it of tax evasion and
violating a constitutional
ban on foreign ownership.

Days before Duterte
stepped down on June 30,
Philippine authorities or-
dered the news organisa-
tion to shut down. Though
Duterte’s government said
it had nothing to do with
any of the cases against
Ressa, press freedom ad-
vocates disagreed.

Throughout the campaign
against her, Ressa, who is
also a US citizen, has re-
mained based in the Phil-
ippines and continued to
speak out against Duterte’s
government despite the
risks. “What we have to do
as journalists is just hold
the line,” she said after the
Nobel Prize was announced.

Ressa has been on bail
pending her appeal against
the 2020 cyber libel con-
viction. On Friday, Rappler
said she and a former col-
league had lost the case and
were considering their legal
options. It is one of seven
cases she is fighting.

The cyber libel law was intro-
duced in 2012, the same year
Rappler was founded. Res-
sa’s position at the head of
the Rappler news site meant
getting, by her own estimate,
up to 90 abusive online mes-
sages per hour at one point
towards the end of 2016.
The threats came in the
months after Duterte took
power and launched his

narcotics crackdown, which
rights groups estimate has
killed tens of thousands of
people. Rappler was among
the domestic and foreign
media outlets that pub-
lished shocking images of
the killings and questioned
the crackdown’s legal basis.
International Criminal
Court judges have since au-
thorised a full-blown investi-
gation into a possible crime
against humanity during the
bloody campaign.

It was an entirely new set of
dangers for Ressa, who was
a veteran of conflict zones
before co-founding Rappler.
As CNN’s former bureau
chief in Manila and Jakar-

ta, Ressaspecialised in ter-
rorism, where she tracked
the links between global
networks like Al-Qaeda and
militants in Southeast Asia.
The Princeton graduate
later returned to the Philip-
pines to serve as news chief
at the nation’s top broad-
caster, ABS-CBN, which
also fell foul of the Duterte
administration. Duterte has
been succeeded by the son
and namesake of former
dictator Ferdinand Marcos.
After last week’s order for
Rappler to shut down, Res-
sa remained characteristi-
cally defiant. “We continue
to work, it is business as
usual,” Ressa said.

From Pace 01
suffered a relapse of ulcera-
tive colitis - the intestinal dis-
ease had led to his resigna-
tion in 2007. But as the son
of former foreign minister
Shintaro Abe, and grandson
of former Prime Minister
NobusukeKishi, Abe be-
longed to political royalty
and was still considered a
powerful figure in Japanese
politics. He was known for
his hawkish foreign policy
and a signature economic
strategy that popularly came
to be known as “Abenomics”.
Abe was shot in neck during
attack, fire department says
Former Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe sustained
wounds on the right side of
his neck and left clavicle af-
ter being shot, Nara city Fire
Department has confirmed.
Officials earlier said Abe was
shot in the neck in chest,
causing significant internal
bleeding, and he is now re-
ceiving a blood transfusion in
attempts to save his life, his
brother said. Abe was shot at
a political campaign event in
western Japan earlier while
giving a speech, and has been
described as being in “grave
condition”.Security officials
at the scene tackled the gun-
man, and the 41-year-old sus-
pect is now in police custody.
Shinzo Abe: Japan’s long-
est-serving prime minis-
ter Shinzo Abe smashed
records as Japan’s long-
est-serving prime minister,
championing ambitious eco-
nomic reform and forging
key diplomatic relationships
while weathering scandals.

President,
PM term
Abe’s death

‘a great loss’

From Pace 01
former Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe,” the prime
minister said in a tweet.

PM Sharif recalled that Abe
made invaluable contribu-
tions to the Pakistan-Japan
relationship. “Our prayers
are with bereaved family. At
this difficult time, we stand in
solidarity with the people of
Japan,” he said. Former Jap-
anese prime minister Shinzo
Abe was shot dead this morn-
ing while campaigning for
a parliamentary election in
the Nara region. Shinzo Abe
served as Prime Minister of
Japan and President of the
Liberal Democratic Party
from 2006 to 2007 and again
from 2012 to 2020. He was
the longestserving prime
minister in Japanese history.

Imran
‘softens’ his
viewpoint...

From Pace 01

will the economy flourish. He
said: “If I would speak to the
neutrals there would be only
one stance — free and fair
elections.” The PTI Chair
man said that nobody is ready
to speak to the leaders of this
“imported government”, as-
serting that he will never join
hands with the “thieves” even
if he has to sit on the Oppo-
sition benches. “It is better
to be in the Opposition than
to have a dialogue with PPP,”
he said. Khan warned that if
by-polls in 20 constituencies
of Punjab are rigged, then
it may harm the country.
“What do I have to do? I can
wait but it is the country that
will suffer,” he maintained.

Shazia
Marri slams
PTI chief...

From Pace 01
himself has turned out to
be a source of financial and
moral dishonesty, said a
statement. Ms Marri added
that there is famous maxim
of Hazrat Ali that power and
wealth reveal the true na-
ture of man so that all the
shapes of Imran Khan re-
flect his criminal mentality.
She said that former Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari rightly
said that NAB and economy of
the cannot run parallel while
Imran Khan needs mental
treatment. She vehemently
said that Imran Khan brought
worst  economic  policies
which destroyed the coun-
try’s economy and which was
unprecedented in the history
of the country. She added
that President Asif Ali Zardari
has saved the country second
time by ouster of Imran Khan
and If Imran Khan was al-
lowed to remain more time
in power, the country would
have reached at bankruptcy.



01

BuUsINESS / WORLD

Ishimahad POST

Saturday, July 09, 2022

Briefs

PARIS: Rampant exploita-
tion of nature is a threat to
the billions of people across
the world who rely on wild
species for food, energy and
income, according to a new
report from United Nations
biodiversity experts pub-
lished Friday. From fish-
ing and logging to the use
of wild plants in medicines
and perfumes, societies
across the planet are deeply
dependent on species that
have not been tamed or
cultivated in farming, with
annual global legal and ille-
gal trade in the hundreds of
billions of dollars.

But as humans drive alarm-
ing biodiversity loss — and
climate change threatens
to accelerate the destruc-
tion - the UN’s science
advisory panel for biodi-
versity, known as IPBES,
called for “transformative
changes” in our relation-
ship with wild species.
“Billions of people in all re-
gions of the world rely on
and benefit from the use
of wild species for food,
medicine, energy, income
and many other purposes,”
it said, adding that overex-
ploitation and environmen-
tal degradation threaten re-
sources, particularly for the
most vulnerable.

The report, which took four
years to produce and has
been written by 85 experts
from different specialist
fields, comes as the UN
steers a crucial international
process to lay out a frame-
work for protecting nature in
the coming decades. - APP

Russia city
councillor
jailed for

7 years

MOSCOW: A Moscow court
on Friday sentenced a city
councillor to seven years
in prison for denouncing
President Vladimir Putin’s
Ukraine intervention, an
AFP reporter said. Alex-
ei Gorinov, 60, was found
guilty of spreading “know-
ingly false information”
about the Russian army.
Gorinov is the first elected
member of the opposition
to be sentenced to jail for
criticising Moscow’s mili-
tary campaign in Ukraine.
He appeared in court with
a poster that read: “Do you
still need this war?”.

Court bailiffs used their
hands in an effort to cover
the poster from cameras,
before Gorinov removed it
himself. His wife Alla cried
in court as the sentence was
read out, and some support-
ers stood up to applaud him,
before being removed from
the courtroom.

Gorinov is accused of dis-
crediting the Russian army
under strict legislation that
rights activists say is part of
Moscow’s increasing efforts
to snuff out the last vestig-
es of dissent. He spoke up
against Moscow’s military
intervention in Ukraine dur-
ing a work meeting in March
that was recorded on video
and is available on YouTube.
During his speech, he ques-
tioned plans for an art com-
petition for children in his
constituency while “every
day children are dying” in
Ukraine. - APP

Indonesian envoy for promoting
trade through product diversity

Encourages the implementation of “V
pIEahorerChamberiorcommer

DNA

LAHORE: Ambassador of Indonesia to
Pakistan, Adam Mulawarman Tugio, has
said that Indonesia can play a significant
role in providing economic and trade op-
portunities to Pakistan and connectivity
with ASEAN’s potential market. “There
is the need for mutual trade expansion
with Pakistan beyond traditional prod-
ucts and focus on other sectors, and si-
multaneously for Pakistan to expand its
presence into the ASEAN market”, the
Indonesian Ambassador said during a
meeting at the Lahore Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, which was chaired
by LCCI President Mian Nauman Kabir.
Ambassador Tugio further stated that
trade connectivity and regional econo-
my are vital for global economy through
which the conclusion of FTA will bring
benefit to improve economy growth of
their member countries. “Including ex-
ploring the potential of Islamic Economy
since one-quarter of the world’s popu-
lation is Muslim, and therefore actions
must be taken to capitalize on the ben-
efits of D-8 cooperation between eight
Muslim countries where Indonesia and

Pakistan are proud members together
with Bangladesh, Egypt, Iran, Malaysia,
Nigeria, and Turkiye”

The envoy claimed that there are sig-
nificant opportunities to strengthen
bilateral trade between Indonesia and
Pakistan. Along with the import of palm
oil, he emphasized that we should also
improve our mutual trade cooperation in
the textile, pharmaceutical, herbal med-

icine, spices and other important areas.
Speaking about Indonesia’s ban on the
export of palm oil, Tugio stated that his
nation temporarily imposed restrictions
due to the price spike that made palm oil
unavailable on the domestic market and
made it extremely difficult for locals to
purchase cocking oil. He said, “The re-
striction was lifted, and palm oil export
to the entire world has resumed, includ-

ing the immediate supply of 10 contain-
ers of palm oil to Pakistan.”

In his remarks, Mian Nauman Kabir,
President of the LCCI, urged the two
Islamic nations to further develop their
trade and commercial ties, particularly
in the fields of pharmaceuticals and sur-
gical equipment. He stressed the need
for cooperative ventures between Paki-
stan and Indonesia to develop bilateral

ision East Asia” policy

trade. Kabir said the Pakistan-Indonesia
bilateral trade and economic relations can
be further strengthened by exchange of
business to business delegations, organ-
izing of joint trade exhibitions and taking
equal benefits from each other’s experi-
ences. Ambassador Tugio further added
that the first “Indonesia Corner” will be
established at the University of Peshawar,
with a subsequent location is expected in
Lahore to strengthen cultural ties and
collaboration in the education sector.
The envoy also stated that the Indone-
sian Embassy, in partnership with the
National Institute of Folk and Traditional
Heritage (LokVirsa), will host “A Night at
Museum” cultural exhibition to show cas-
ing the confluence of civilisation between
Indonesia and Pakistan.

Mr. Tugio informed the president of the
LCCI that every effort would be made
to assist the business sector in foster-
ing closer trade and economic ties.
LCCI Senior Vice-President Mian Re-
hman Aziz Chan, Vice-President Haris
Ateeq, Former presidents Engr. Sohail
Lashari and members of the LCCI’s ex-
ecutive committee, traders, importers
and exporters were also present in a
large number on the occasion.

Azerbaijan, Hungary
eye medical co-op

BAKU: Azerbaijani Health Minister TeymurMusayev and
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Hunga-
ry Viktor Szederkenyi discussed bilateral medical coop-

CPEC development
needs new momentum

India’s
hullet train
project chief
sacked over

eration at a meeting held at the ministry. Welcoming the
guests, Musayev stressed the fruitful relations between
Azerbaijan and Hungary in the health and social protection
sectors, noting the successful cooperation in medical sci-
ence. “Scientists and medical specialists of both countries
regularly participate in conferences and symposiums held
in the field of medical science in Azerbaijan and Hungary,”
he said. Emphasizing the dynamic development of rela-
tions in the pharmaceutical industry, the minister noted
that some medical institutions in Azerbaijan are equipped
with high-quality Hungarian-made medical devices.
“Besides, most of the glucometers and reagents distrib-
uted to patients under the State Program to Combat Dia-
betes Mellitus are high-quality Hungarian-made devices,”
he added. Furthermore, Musayev expressed hope for the
further successful development of the cooperation.

In turn, Szederkenyi recalled that in 2020, a Memoran-
dum of Understanding on cooperation in the sphere of
healthcare and medical science was signed between the
Ministry of Health of Azerbaijan and the Ministry of Hu-
man Resources of Hungary. The ambassador also noted
that new opportunities have been created for interaction
in the field of medical education. During the meeting,
the sides also exchanged views on cooperation between
Hungary and Azerbaijan in the fight against the COVID-19
pandemic, the implementation of the Memorandum of Co-
operation in the field of healthcare and medical science,
and the proposals of the Hungarian side on technology in
the field of oncology, as well as other issues. - DNA
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LAHORE: Zhao Shiren,
Consul General China in La-
hore has said that China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is more than a gift
that China gave to Pakistan,
it must be deemed as a joint
venture, a shared undertak-
ing, a common endeavor.

The current circumstance
requires us to have a sense
of urgency and inject new
momentum into the CPEC
development. While ad-
dressing a key note speech
at the conference on “Sig-
nificance of the Belt and
Road Initiative in Regional
Connectivity”, Zhao said
that Solidarity, stability and
security (3s) in the hosting
country ensures the timely
and quality implementation
of CPEC. A three-day in-
ternational conference was
organized by the Punjab

University Regional Inte-
gration Centre (RIC) in col-
laboration with the Chinese
Embassy at Al-Raazi Hall.
Zhao said that foreign in-
vestment, trade and the ex-
pedition of CPEC projects
preconditions on social uni-
son, predictable and stable
policy, and safe and busi-
ness-friendly environment.
China develops its brother-
ly relations with Pakistan
not only for the sake of the
government, but is more for
the people, the country and
the nation, he said.
Government and party
might change quite often,
while people and nation pre-
vail. No matter which politi-
cal party is in power, we are
of the view that the iron-clad
relations and CPEC will sus-
tain, he noted.

Government should make
policy deliverable based on
consensus, while political
parties have to put national

interests before their parti-
san ones, he mentioned in
the remarks. He also told
that CPEC is more than a
gift that China gave to Pa-
kistan, it must be deemed
as a joint venture, a shared
undertaking, a common en-
deavor. And the Pakistani
people have the (co)-owner-
ship of the projects.

While implementing the
Belt&Road Initiative, we
Chinese always seek ex-
tensive consultation, joint
contribution and shared
benefits with partners and
stakeholders. This principle
also applies to the CPEC.
Ownership means taking
the driver seat, boldness
and responsibilities. Zhao
said. We invite Pakistani
brothers to converge our
development strategies and
have close policy dialogues.
We spare no effort to make
CPEC more resilient, vi-
brant and mutually benefi-

cial. After of all, the future
of CPEC is ultimately in
Pakistanis’ hand, we hereby
ask for more initiatives from
our Pakistani partners, he
elaborated. He mentioned
that we must bring all stake-
holders on board and launch
a CPEC-related publicity of-
fensive in particular.

In addition to creating a
favorable policy, security
and business environment,
a friendly public opinion is
required to cement CPEC
growth. CPEC, like the BRI,
has won along its way more
and more friends and part-
ners from the region and
around the world, it is also
met with a handful of oppo-
nents and adversaries.

As CPEC is transforming
from Phase I to Phase II
and renewing pace, some
false narratives, negative
propaganda and vicious ru-
mors are also on the rise,
Zhao addressed.

Ending war in Ukraine global

responsibility: Indonesian FM

ANTARA

NUSA DUA, BALI: Indo-
nesian Foreign Minister
RetnoMarsudi on Friday un-
derlined the global respon-
sibility for ending the war in
Ukraine, which has posed a
new challenge besides the
COVID-19 pandemic.

"It is our responsibility to
end the war and solve our
differences on the negotiat-
ing table rather than on the
battlefield," she said at the
opening of the G20 Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting (FMM)
in Nusa Dua, Bali.

As part of efforts to end the
war, President JokoWidodo
(Jokowi) has undertaken in-
tensive communication with
other state leaders and at-
tended several international
events, such as the G7 and

BRICS summits. He also em-
barked on a peace mission to
Kyiv and Moscow last week
to reaffirm the core of Indo-
nesia's free and active foreign
policy, which has always pri-
oritized peace and humanity.
At the foreign ministerial
level, Marsudi has also been
holding dialogues with her
counterparts to share Indo-
nesia's views as well as echo
the voices of developing

ermany approves
“Nordic NATO bidl

AGENCIES

BERLIN: German law-
makers in the Bundestag
ratified on Friday Sweden
and Finland’s accession to
NATO. Parliaments of the
Western military alliance’s
30 members must all ratify
the accession protocol for
new members to join.

The Bundestag became the
latest legislature to approve
the process after Canada,
Estonia, Denmark and Nor-
way. Finland and Sweden
moved from decades of neu-
trality to join NATO when
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
started. The process in the
Bundestag was “extremely
fast,” DW’s political corre-
spondent Nina Haase said.
Haase said, citing unnamed
sources, that Germany had
intended to become the
first country to ratify the ac-
cession, but other countries
were faster. “But neverthe-
less, the signal remains the
same... [Germany] is firmly
behind the idea of Finland

and Sweden joining NATO,”
she added.

The decision had the back-
ing of parties from across
the political spectrum. The
governing coalition parties
(consisting of the center-
left SPD, environmental-
ist Greens and neoliberal
FDP), as well as the opposi-
tion conservative CDU and
the far-right AfD, all voted in
favor. Only members of the
Left Party abstained.
“Today we are strengthen-
ing the democratic values
of NATO,” said German
Foreign Ministry official
Tobias Lindner during the
parliamentary debate ahead
of the vote. Jenny L Malm-
qvist, the deputy head of
mission at the Swedish em-
bassy in Germany, told DW
it was an “honor” to have
been invited to witness the
“historic” vote.

“There is a before and after
the 24th of February [when
Russia invaded Ukraine].
And we are hoping, of
course, in giving all our
support in financial and hu-

manitarian and also military
means to Ukraine.”

NATO has formally invited
the two Nordic countries to
join the alliance, but as the
ratification requires unan-
imous approval of all 30
members, Turkey’s approv-
al is still uncertain.

Ankara had threatened to
block the accession, and
has so far delayed the rati-
fication process.

Turkey has accused Finland
and Sweden of supporting
what it deems terrorist or-
ganizations, including the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), the Kurdish YPG mi-
litia active in northern Syria
and the Gulen movement.
The PKK is considered a
terrorist organization also
by the US, the EU and
Canada, but the two other
groups are not. Turkey, Fin-
land and Sweden reached
a deal, which, according to
Turkey, entails that Ankara
will back their membership
bids on the condition that
they extradite dozens of
people deemed “terrorists.”

countries, who are grappling
with the impact of the food
and energy crises triggered
by the war in Ukraine.
"That's why let us try our
best to strengthen mutu-
al trust and respect and
uphold all the foundations
and principles we have built
since 1945 when the UN
was established," she said.
The UN Charter mandates
member states with main-

taining global peace and
security in  accordance
with the principles of in-
ternational justice and law,
developing international
friendship, and establishing
international cooperation to
resolve international issues.
"It is our responsibility to
build a bridge rather than a
wall to promote common in-
terests rather than personal
interests and become a part
of the solution," Marsudi said.
The Russia-Ukraine war will
be under the spotlight at the
G20 FMM, which will discuss
two main issues-strength-
ening multilateralism and
food and energy resilience.
Russia's invasion of Ukraine
since February 24, 2022,
has sparked much criti-
cism, with Western coun-
tries providing Kyiv with
arms supplies and money.

Peace march kicks off
to honor victims of
Srebrenica genocide

SARAJEVO: A three-day peace march set to commemorate the
27th anniversary of the genocide in Srebrenica kicked off in
Bosnia and Herzegovina on Friday. Traditionally, thousands of
people from all over the world come to the Bosnian town of Ne-
zuk every year to participate in the march. The participants will
march for three days, and spend the nights in designated areas.
The march is expected to conclude at a cemetery in Potocari, a
village in eastern Bosnia-Herzegovina, northwest of the Srebren-
ica town, where a funeral prayer and burial ceremony will be
held for 50 newly identified victims. “The number of people reg-
istered for the march is 2,000. However, we expect 4,000-5,000
people to attend the march as people can join the march without
registration,” said HamdijaFejzic, the head of the Srebrenica
Commemoration Ceremonies Organization Board.

Meanwhile, Tarik Salkunic, a student from Sarajevo Univer-
sity, said he participates in the march to keep spreading the
word about what has happened in Srebrenica. “The peace
march should be talked about all the time. It is very impor-
tant to remember what has happened,” said Salkunic. Since
2005, thousands of people have attended the "Mars Mira"
(Peace March) following the same route used by the Bos-
niaks when they were fleeing the Srebrenica genocide. Also
on Wednesday, the 11th "Vukovar-Srebrenica Marathon"
started from Croatia's capital Zagreb to remember and hon-
or the innocent victims of the Serb forces' attack on Croatia
and Bosnia and Herzegovina. - DNA

corruption
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NEW DELHI: Authorities
have terminated the servic-
es of an official who was in
charge of the Indian govern-
ment’s bullet train project
over charges of corruption,
officials said Friday.
According to an order is-
sued by the National High
Speed Rail Corporation
Limited (NHSRCL), chair-
man and managing director
SatishAgnihotri’s services
were being terminated with
immediate effect.

Projects Director Rajendra
Prasad has been authorized
to serve on the post for
three months from the date
of assumption of the charge
or until further order.

“The competent authority
has approved the termina-
tion of office of SatishAgni-
hotri. He has been directed
to be relieved with immedi-
ate effect,” reads the letter
of the railway board as quot-
ed in the local media.

Flooding kills
3 in eastern
Afghanistan

DNA

GARDEZ: At least three
people died and two more
went missing as heavy rain
and flash floods hit parts
of Afghanistan’s eastern
Paktia province, the state-
run Bakhtar news agency
reported Thursday, Xinhua
reports. MawlawiNisar Ah-
mad, the head of National
Disaster Management Au-
thority office in the prov-
ince, said the downpour
and flooding affected the
provincial capital Gardez,
and the SayedKaram, Dand-
e-Patan and Ahmad Khil
districts. Hundreds of hec-
tares of farmland and scores
of houses were damaged
or swept away in the flash
floods, the report said.
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WEB DESK

BALI: Saudi Arabia’s For-
eign Minister Prince Faisal
bin Farhan met with his Chi-
nese counterpart on Friday
on the sidelines of the G20
summit in Bali, Indonesia,
the official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) reported.
The ministers reportedly
“dealt with a host of region-
al and international issues”
such as “enhancing security
and stability in the Middle
East,” according to SPA.
The pair also reportedly dis-
cussed how to enhance co-
operation between the coun-
tries. The Saudi ambassador
to Indonesia Isam al-Thaqafi
and the Director General of
the foreign minister’s office
Abdulrahman al-Dawood also
attended the meeting.

This is not the first time of-
ficials from the two countries
have met this year to discuss
expanding bilateral relations.
The Kingdom’s Assistant
Minister of Defense for Ex-
ecutive Effairs Khaled bin
Hussein al-Biyari, met with
China’s Defense Minister
Wei Fenghe on the sidelines
of the Shangri-La Dialogue, in
June this year, SPA reported.
During the meeting the offi-
cials discussed bilateral rela-
tions in the defense and mil-
itary sectors as well as other
topics of mutual interest.

EU sends
PPE worth
EUR 1M to

Ukraine

DNA

KYIV: The European Union
handed over personal pro-
tective equipment worth
EUR 977,000 to the State
Border Guard Service of
Ukraine. “As part of the EU
Support to Strengthening
Integrated Border Manage-
ment in Ukraine (EU4IBM),
border guards received per-
sonal protective equipment,
including helmets and bullet-
proof vests, for a total sum
of more than EUR 977,000,”
the State Border Guard
Service wrote on Telegram,
Ukrinform reports.

It is noted that procure-
ment is currently underway
to meet other needs of the
services, including the pur-
chase of additional personal
protective equipment, die-
sel generators, cameras,
etc. Meanwhile, Russian
President said that Western
nations made a mistake by
imposing energy sanctions
on Russia, and if they per-
sist with further restrictions
it will be a catastrophe for
global markets.

“Sanctions restrictions on
Russia cause much more
damage to those countries
that impose them,” Putin
said on Friday at a meeting
with government officials
that was broadcast on Rossi-
ya 24 TV. “Further use of the
sanctions policy may lead to
even more severe, without
exaggeration, even cata-
strophic consequences for
the global energy market.”

Khursheed
asks Imran to
quit politics
DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) leader
and Federal Minister for
Water Resources Syed
Khursheed Shah on Fri-
day demanded of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan to
leave politics after the
emergence of harassment
scandal of a woman by the
former NAB chairman.

In his reaction to the former
NAB chairman scandal, Khur-
sheed Shah said the head of
entire nation bowed in shame
after learning that the victim
woman, Tayyaba Gul, was
kept in the PM House dur
ing the tenure of previous
government. He demanded
of former prime minister Im-
ran Khan to immediately step
down as PTI chairman.
“Imran has no right to take
part in politics after this
serious allegation. First, he
should face the transparent
investigation. State is like a
mother and the importance
of PM House is like a shel-
ter home for the daughters
of the nation,” the minister
held. “What would be the
biggest allegation other
than this to soil the name
of the state and country’s
politics,” he added.

West presses Russia at
G20 with call to end war

Blinken shunned a meeting with Lavrov and instead accused Russia of triggering a global
food crisis, demanding Moscow allow grain shipments out of war-battered Ukraine

Putin warns West of
sanctions catastrophe

MOSCOW: Western nations made a mistake by imposing energy sanctions on Rus-
sia, and if they persist with further restrictions it will be a catastrophe for global
markets, said President Vladimir Putin. “Sanctions restrictions on Russia cause
much more damage to those countries that impose them,” Putin said on Friday at a
meeting with government officials that was broadcast on Rossiya 24 TV. “Further
use of the sanctions policy may lead to even more severe, without exaggeration,
even catastrophic consequences for the global energy market.” The price of Brent
crude has jumped by over a third and benchmark European gas more than doubled
since the start of the year after the West imposed several waves of sanctions against
Russia in retaliation for its invasion in Ukraine. The resulting energy supply crunch
has hampered global economic growth and increased inflation, raising the risks of
recession. While the goal of these measures was to reduce the inflow of petrodollars
into the Kremlin’s coffers and force Putin to stop the war, Russia has responded by
redirecting its oil exports to India and China, capping gas flows to Europe. — Agencies

NEews DESK

BALIL The United States and Western allies
pressured Russia at G20 talks in Indonesia
Friday over its “unprovoked and unjustifiable
war of choice” in Ukraine, but Moscow’s en-
voy remained defiant. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and Russian counterpart
Sergei Lavrov joined colleagues for day-long
talks in their first meeting since the outbreak
of war, with the host immediately telling
them the conflict must end through nego-
tiations. Before the meeting on the resort
island of Bali, Blinken met his French and
German counterparts and a senior British
official to discuss “Russia’s unprovoked and
unjustifiable war of choice” in Ukraine, the
State Department said in a statement.

They “reviewed ways to address the glob-
al food security concerns that have result-
ed from Russia’s deliberate targeting of
Ukrainian agriculture”, it said.

Blinken shunned a meeting with Lavrov and
instead accused Russia of triggering a global
food crisis, demanding Moscow allow grain
shipments out of war-battered Ukraine.

“To our Russian colleagues: Ukraine is not
your country. Its grain is not your grain. Why
are you blocking the ports? You should let the
grain out,” Blinken said in the closed-door
talks, according to a Western official pres-
ent. Lavrov earlier told reporters he would
not “go running” after Washington for talks.

“It was not us who abandoned contact, it was
the United States,” he said, adding that no
ministers walked out of the talks. “Our West-
ern partners are trying to avoid talking about
global economic issues,” he added.

Lavrov was absent as Ukrainian Foreign
Minister Dmytro Kuleba addressed the
meeting virtually in the afternoon session
of the talks, three diplomatic sources told
AFP. The gathering was overshadowed by
the shooting of former Japanese Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe at a campaign event on Fri-
day, with Japanese premier Fumio Kishida

saying he is in a “very grave condition”.
Blinken voiced alarm and called it a “very
sad moment” after the attack on a longtime
ally of Washington and Japan’s longest-serv-
ing premier. Indonesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi, chair of the meeting, said
Jakarta conveyed its “deepest sympathies”
to Japan. Before the news emerged, she ad-
dressed the war in a speech to the ministers
including Lavrov. “It is our responsibility to
end the war sooner than later and settle our
differences at the negotiating table, not the
battlefield,” Marsudi said.

A US official indicated Washington did not
want to embarrass Indonesia at the meeting
by walking out on Lavrov. But there will be
no family photo of the G20 ministers as is
customary, an Indonesian government offi-
cial told AFP. The hosts have addressed US
concerns about Lavrov attending in part
by inviting Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky to the G20 summit in November.
Blinken arrived at the Mulia hotel on Friday
where he could be seen talking with South
Africa’s foreign minister before entering
the same room as Lavrov, who he last met
in January. Russia’s top diplomat was seat-
ed between the Saudi Arabian and Mexican
foreign ministers as the meeting began.

He was later seen strolling and chatting to
Indian Foreign Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar before he met with Blinken.

In his meeting with Delhi’s envoy, Blinken
said many of the G20 member countries
had criticised Moscow over its campaign in
Ukraine. “What we've heard today already, is a
strong chorus from around the world... about
the need for the aggression to end,” he said.
Blinken’s efforts to have a powerful Western
stance against Russia at the meeting were di-
luted after British Foreign Minister Liz Truss
pulled out following Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s resignation as leader of his party on
Thursday. She flew out of Indonesia on Friday
morning and was replaced by former British
ambassador to the European Union Sir Tim
Barrow, a British official told AFP.

Airblue expands operations
with inaugural Skardu flight

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Airblue expands its operations and
launches its regular flights to Skardu, after successful
training and proving flights to the destination. This is
another great milestone achieved by the airline.

Airblue affirms vigilant planning with strict compliance to
all protocols and SOPs at every step of the journey to en-
sure Passengers’ Comfort and Convenience & Safety.
Speaking about the new sector launch, Airblue Manag-
ing Director Mr. Aslam Chaudhary commented “We are
very proud to achieve this milestone. This sector flights
shall open up a steady stream of domestic as well as in-
ternational tourists in and out of Skardu, resulting in an
exponential growth in the tourist based economy of the
region. Moreover, we are positive that our careful prepa-
rations made at every step of passengers’ journey shall
build up our passengers’ confidence to travel with more
convenience and with complete peace of mind”

Airblue, a private sector airline with headquarters in Is-
lamabad, started its operations in 2004 and has complet-
ed it’s 18 years of service as Pakistan’s second largest
and fastest growing airline with the Youngest Aircraft

Fleet. Airblue, recognized for its quality services, oper-
ates a fleet of Airbus A320 &A321 family aircraft includ-
ing two A321neos. It provides frequency-driven scheduled
air service to Domestic and International destinations.

Palestinian, Israeli
leaders speak

before Biden visit

JERUSALEM: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
held rare meetings and calls with Israeli leaders in an
effort to calm tensions and coordinate security measures
days before US President Joe Biden’s first visit to the re-
gion. Israel’s President Isaac Herzog and Prime Minister
Yair Lapid had separate calls with Abbas on Friday, offi-
cial statements said, following a meeting between Abbas
and Israeli Defense Minister Benny Gantz in the occu-
pied West Bank city of Ramallah on Thursday.

Lapid and Abbas discussed “continued cooperation and
the need to ensure quiet and calm,” the prime minis-
ter’s office said, in the first call between the two since
Lapid took over as caretaker prime minister in Israel
last week ahead of elections on Nov. 1. Gantz said on
Twitter that Thursday’s meeting “was conducted in pos-
itive terms” and the two discussed civilian and secu-

rity challenges in the region. “We agreed to maintain
close security coordination and to avoid actions that
may cause instability,” Gantz said. Abbas “stressed the
importance of creating a political horizon, respecting
signed agreements and stopping actions and measures
that lead to the deterioration of the situation,” Hussein
Al-Sheikh, a senior Palestinian official, said in a tweet.
Abbas also stressed the importance of having a “calm at-
mosphere before Biden’s visit, which we welcome.”

It was the third known meeting between Abbas and Gantz
since August last year. Simmering tensions between Israel
and the Palestinians grew more intense following the May 11
killing of Palestinian-American journalist Shireen Abu Akleh
during an Israeli army raid in the West Bank city of Jenin.
Palestinians say Abu Akleh was shot deliberately by an Is-
raeli soldier. Israel denies this. The US State Department
said on Monday that Abu Akleh was likely killed by gunfire
from Israeli positions but it was probably unintentional.
The Palestinian Authority exercises limited self-rule in
parts of the West Bank. US-brokered talks aimed at es-
tablishing a Palestinian state in Israeli-occupied territory
collapsed in 2014 and show no sign of revival.

The Palestinian militant group Islamic Jihad condemned
Thursday’s meeting in a statement. - DNA

“There are one million here today, but if the Saudis
allowed more, 10 million would have come,”

MOUNT ARAFAT: Huge crowds of
robed Muslim pilgrims prayed on
Saudi Arabia’s Mount Arafat on
Friday, the climax of the biggest
hajj pilgrimage since the pandemic
forced drastic cuts in numbers two
years in a row.

Groups of worshippers, many hold-
ing umbrellas against the fierce sun,
recited verses from the Koran on the
rocky rise, where the Prophet Moham-
med is believed to have given his final
sermon. Prayers on Mount Arafat are
the highlight of the pilgrimage, capped
this year at one million people includ-
ing 850,000 from abroad.

Pilgrims, many in white robes, chanted
“Oh God, here I am” as they reached

Mount Arafat on foot or in buses from
their nearby tents.

After sunset, they will travel the short
distance to Muzdalifah, where they
will sleep under the stars before per-
forming the symbolic “stoning of the
devil” ceremony on Saturday.

“T am so happy to be here... This is the
biggest hajj in the coronavirus era, but
it isn’t big enough yet,” Egyptian pil-
grim Saad Farhat Khalil, 49, told AFP.
“There are one million here today, but
if the Saudis allowed more, 10 million
would have come,” he added.

Entry roads were packed with wor-
shippers as helicopters buzzed over-
head and volunteers handed out bot-
tles of water and collected rubbish in

green plastic bags. The hajj, usually
one of the world’s largest annual re-
ligious gatherings, is among the five
pillars of Islam and must be undertak-
en by all Muslims with the means at
least once in their lives.

In 2019, as in previous years, some
2.5 million Muslims from around
the world took part, a figure that
dropped to a few thousand in 2020
and 60,000 in 2021. A number of
world leaders have participated this
year, including Mauritania’s presi-
dent and Indonesia’s vice president.
State media on Friday reported that
Chechen strongman Ramzan Kady-
rov had arrived in the kingdom to
perform the hajj. - APP

Saudi Arabia allows
direct entry of

WEB DESK

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia announced it would allow Lebanese
citizens to directly enter the Kingdom without the need to
spend 14 days in quarantine in a third country before visiting,
a Saudi official said. Saudi ambassador to Lebanon Waleed
Bukhari posted on Twitter the ease of restrictions on Leb-
anese visitors to the Kingdom. “Lebanese citizens can fly
directly to the Kingdom without spending 14-day quarantine
outside Lebanon,” said Bukhari. All passengers departing
from Lebanon were previously required to stay outside Leb-
anon not less than 14 days before entering Saudi Arabia if
vaccinated outside the Kingdom as part of COVID-19 precau-
tionary measures. The ease of restrictions comes as Saudi
Arabia permitted over one million pilgrims to perform Hajj
this year in the largest gathering since the pandemic struck.

900 firefighters battle
massive fire in France

PARIS: Hundred of firefighters backed by water-dropping
planes battled a large forest fire Friday in southeastern
France that has forced the evacuation of nearby villages.
Thirteen firefighters have been injured in Bordezac — the
village where the fire started. Overall, 18 firefighters have
been injured amid several forest fires that have burned for
days in the region, according to France Info. Unfavorable
weather — drought, heat and strong winds — are complicat-
ing efforts to contain the blaze in the Gard region but its fire
service said prospects were “more favorable” Friday. Other
smaller fires have been extinguished. - Agencies
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WASHINGTON: U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden will sign an
executive order on Friday
to help safeguard women'’s
access to abortion and
contraception after the Su-
preme Court last month
overturned the Roe v Wade
decision that legalized abor-
tion, the White House said.
Biden, a Democrat, has been
under pressure from sup-
porters, particularly progres-
sives, to take action after the
landmark decision, which
upended roughly 50 years of
protections for women’s re-
productive rights. The presi-
dent’s powers are constrained,
because U.S. states can make
laws restricting abortion and
access to medication, and the
executive order is expected to
have limited impact.

Biden will direct the Health
and Human Services De-
partment to take action to
protect and expand access
to “medication abortion”
approved by the Food and
Drug Administration, the
White House said.

Experts have said a pill used
to terminate early pregnan-
cies is unlikely to become
available without a prescrip-
tion for years. States that
already restrict the medica-
tion would not be affected
by the presidential order.
He will also direct the de-
partment to ensure women
have access to emergency
medical care, family plan-
ning services, and contra-
ception, including intrauter-
ine devices (IUDs). Biden’s
attorney general and White
House counsel will convene
pro bono attorneys and oth-
er organizations to provide
legal counsel for patients
seeking an abortion as well
as abortion providers.

Britain’s
Queen ‘deeply
saddened’ by
death of Abe

LONDON: Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth said she was
“deeply saddened” by the
death of former Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
on Friday. “My family and
I were deeply saddened to
hear the news of the sud-
den and tragic death of for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe,” said the 96-year-old
monarch, who added she
had fond memories of meet-
ing Abe and his wife during
their 2016 visit to Britain.

“I wish to convey my deep-
est sympathy and condo-
lences to his family and to
the people of Japan at this
difficult time.” — Agencies
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