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Briefs

Army Ghief
reaches
Karachi

DNA

ISLAMABAD:

Gener-
al Qamar
Javed  Baj-
| wa, Chief of
Army Staff (
~ « COAS) has

' reached Ka-
rachi where he was briefed
about flood situation in
Sindh and Balochistan and
response measures to help
flood victims. COAS will
visit army troops busy in
rescue and relief efforts in
Sindh and Balochistan.
Army Flood Relief centre
has been established at
Headquarters Army Air
Defence Command Rawal-
pindi to oversee, coordi-
nate National Flood Relief
efforts across the country
in coordination with Mil-
itary Operations Directo-
rate . Flood Relief Centres
being established in vari-
ous parts of the country to
assist collection, transpor-
tation and distribution of
flood relief goods to flood
victims in various provinc-
es. Army troops are shift-
ing people to safer places,
providing shelter, meals
and busy in medical care
to flood affectees

Khan will
not tender

apology

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PTI's sen-
ior lead-
er Fawad
Chaudhry
. has said
| that former
prime min-
ister Imran
Khan will not tender an
apology to the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) in a con-
tempt of court case. The for-
mer information minister,
according to The News, also
stated that it is “really sad”
that a full bench is hearing
this case. In response to
a query regarding Khan's
remarks about the female
judge, Fawad questioned if
they [the court] should not
feel ashamed of such an act.
A larger bench of the IHC
earlier this week Tuesday
issued a show-cause notice
to Khan after taking up
contempt of court proceed-
ings against him for threat-
ening Additional Sessions
Judge Zeba Chaudhry dur-
ing a public rally.

Holiday Notice

The office of Daily Is-
lamabad POST shall re-
main closed on the eve
of Ashura on August 08
and 09 therefore there
will be no newspaper
on August 09 and 10.
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Flood situation

Shehbaz
sensitizes

diplomats

The Acting Ambassador of France
Yves Manville welcomes appointment
of Pakistan ambassador to France

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday interacted with members
of the diplomatic community in Islama-
bad to sensitize them about the damages
caused by floods across the country.

Another picture on Back Page

8 diplomatic representatives including the
UAE, France, Canada, Turkey, USA, UK,
UN, Kuwait spoke on the occasion and
assured the prime minister that they will
take up this issue with their respective
headquarters. The Acting Ambassador of
France Yves Manville while speaking on
the occasion assured the prime minister
that he will talk to his headquarters and in-
form them about the situation on ground.
He also congratulated the new designated
ambassador to France Ambassador Asim
Iftikhar, who was there along with the For-
eign Secretary and several ministers. As
part of efforts to mobilize all resources,
the prime minister met Islamabad-based
ambassadors, high commissioners &
senior members of diplomatic corps to

Continued on Page 06

PM announces
Rs 15 bln grant
for Sindh

NAZIR S1YAL

SUKKUR, The federal government
will provide a grant of Rs 15 billion to
the Sindh government to overcome the
heavy losses of lives and infrastructure
in the wake of the massive destruction
caused by flash floods. Talking to report-
ers flanked by Sindh Chief Minister Mu-
rad Ali Shah and federal ministers includ-
ing Bilawal Bhutto and Syed Khurshid
Shah here at Sukkur Barrage, the prime
minister said the situation demanded ris-
ing above politics and helping the flood
victims overcome their miseries. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who -earlier
took an aerial view of the inundated are-
as of Sukkur, Rohri, Khairpur, Faiz Ganj,
Kot Diji, and Thari Mir Wah, expressed
serious concern over the loss of lives
and infrastructure caused by the floods.

Continued on Page 06

‘Construction of
dams 1nevitable’

Instructs party volunteers to help flood victims

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan made
it clear that the sole solution to prevent
the catastrophes caused by flood was to
construct dams. Speaking to media in
D I Khan, during his visit to flood-hit ar-
eas districts Dera Ismail Khan and Tank
on Friday along with Chief Minister Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Mehmood Khan,
Imran Khan expressed grief over the loss
of lives and properties across the country
due to the massive floods. During the visit,
PTI Chairman met the flood victims and
reviewed the relief and rehabilitation ac-
tivities in the flood-hit areas. Imran Khan
stated that the authorities concerned were
currently estimating the damages in the
flood affected areas and the people would

P

be provided all possible help. PTI Chairman
said that the feasibility of Tank Zam Dam
has been done, as its construction would
not only help avert the damages caused by

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif briefing the

diplomats about the flood situation in Pakistan. — DNA

KP Finance
Minister
withdrew his
commitment
of providing
provincial
surplus for
this fiscal year

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa's Finance Minister
Taimur Khan Jhagra Friday
withdrew his commitment of
providing provincial surplus
for this fiscal year, putting the
International Monetary Fund's
(IMF) programme at stake.

News on Back Page

In a letter to Finance Minister
Miftah Ismail, Jhagra said that
the provincial government
had signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) in the
"greater national interest."
However, the KP finance min-
ister refused to implement
the IMF conditions and cited
several reasons for withdraw-
ing the commitment which
includes a budget allocation
for the former Federally Ad-
ministered Tribal Area (FATA),
commitment to monthly net
hydel profits (NHP) transfers,
monsoon flooding etcetera.

1. Perhaps most importantly, to
resolve the budget allocations for
ex-FATA, which, in the absence
of an updated NFC award, are
decided at the discretion of the
federal government.

2. To commit to monthly NHP

Continued on Page 06

EU provides EUR 10 min
for quality education

This is the second payment of a EUR 42 million
grant made available through budget support by
the European Union under the DEEP

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The European Union
is disbursing nearly PKR 2.2 billion
(EUR 10 million) to the Government
of Sindh to strengthen the imple-
mentation of provincial education
policies. This is the second payment
of a EUR 42 million grant made
available through budget support
by the European Union under the
Development through Enhanced Ed-
ucation Programme (DEEP). This
direct financial support creates op-
portunities to accelerate access to
quality education for all children in
the Sindh province, as a foundation
for future training and skills develop-
ment and engagement in productive
employment. The programme fully

aligns with the Sindh School Educa-
tion Sector Plan & Roadmap 2019-
2024 with a focus on priority reform
areas in governance, enrolment and
teaching quality. UNICEF provides
complementary technical assistance
to strengthen the Sindh School Ed-
ucation and Literacy Department’s
(SELD) responsive capacity and
systems to plan, manage and deliver
quality and equitable education.

The Sindh Minister of Education,
Mr. Syed Sardar Ali Shah, highlight-
ed,“Education continues to be one of
the key priority areas for Government
of Sindh. We aim at improving access
to equitable, inclusive and quality ed-
ucation for all to realize their fullest
potential and contribute to the devel-
opment of society and economy, thus
creating sense of nationhood, incul-

cating values of tolerance, social jus-
tice and democracy. SELD has come
a long way in remodeling the edifice
of education in collaboration with the
Donors, development partners and
civil society. The contribution of Eu-
ropean Union in the shape of Devel-
opment through Enhanced Education
with budgetary support allocation of
42 million Euros is quite commend-
able. This will not only help in carry
out the activities of Education Sector
plan 2019-24, but also bring forth the
quality education in Sindh.” “Educa-
tion and learning are fundamental
to development and growth. We wel-
come the latest reform implementa-
tion measures by the Government
of Sindh; these include the updated

Continued on Page 06

Rains death toll

crosses 930

NDMA predicts more
rains in the affected areas

SaArFuLLAH

ISLAMABAD: The torrential monsoon rains
across the country on Friday inflicted further
lives and property losses as the total death
count in various incidents reached 937 and
1343 individuals got injured since the onset of
the rainy season. The National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) issued a 24-hour
situation report released on routine basis that
accounted overall life, property, and infra-
structure losses incurred by the heavy rains
lashing out various parts of the country.

The heavy rains caused roof collapse in-
cident in Balochistan caused deaths of
four children including two children died
in Zhob and one child perished each in in
Duki and Chaghi whereas three children got
injured in Duki. In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
some 13 perished due to flash floods vari-
ous districts including four males in Lower
Kohistan, one female each in Lakki Marwat
and Lower Dir, five children in Upper Dir,
one child each in Swat and Lower Kohistan.
However, due to roof collapse one male in
North Waziristan, one female in Lakki Mar-
wat and a child passed away in Dera Ismail
Khan whereas seven individuals got injured

Continued on Page 06

KP govt declares
emergency

BUREAU REPORT

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa government has declared an emer-
gency in Swat after the scale of dev-
astation caused by extreme flooding
in the district reached out of control
following record rains. Provincial au-
thorities are facing difficulty in rescu-
ing affected families from hill stations
of Swat, Dir, and Chitral, Geo News
reported on Friday. The state of emer-
gency will be in effect until August 30
for relief efforts in flood-affected areas
of Swat, a notification by the KP relief
department stated. KP CM Mahmood
Khan has directed the Provincial Dis-
aster Management Authority (PDMA)
to expedite relief activities in the area
besides timely provision of grocery,
cooked food and other items to the
affectees. According to the district ad-
ministration, communication bridges
in Matta, Sukhra, and Lalko in Swat
have also been damaged.
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Ghani for action
against illegal
appointments

PESHAWAR: Acting Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mushtaq Ghani on Fri-
day directed syndicate of Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto Women Univer-
sity (SBBWU) Peshawar to take
action against illegal appoint-
ments in the varsity and sub-
mit its report to Senate within
30-day. Presiding over special |
senate meeting of SBBWU here,
the Acting Governor di-
rected the Syndicate to
look into the matter

of illegal appointment

in the light of the in-
quiry reports of the
Higher Education De-
partment, Governor
Inspection Team, Model Statutes of
the university and the University Act.

-

2

On the occasion the inquiry report of
the Higher Education Department re-
garding the violation of the powers
of the pro-vice chancellor of the
university and the illegal deci-
sions was also presented in the
meeting. The chairman Gov-
ernor Inspection Team gave a
detailed briefing to the senate
meeting regarding the details
and recommendations
of the inquiry re-
port.  Chancellor
SBBWU also ex-
ceeded the authori-
ty by ignoring merit
in various appoint-
ments.
The meeting related to the inquiry
report of the Department of Higher

Education was told that the Pro Vice
Chancellor also exceeded his author-
ity and made administrative appoint-
ments. In the Senate meeting, it was
unanimously decided to send both
the inquiry reports of the Governor
Inspection Team and the Department
of Higher Education to the Syndicate
of the said University and directed
the Syndicate to take action on the
inquiry reports. Chairman Governor
Inspection Team Ahmed Hasan, Spe-
cial Secretary Higher Education De-
partment Rashid Pineda Khel, Acting
Principal Secretary to Governor Sai-
ful Islam, representatives of Finance
and Establishment Departments,
High Education Commission, VC SB-
BWU and other members of Senate
were present in the meeting. - APP

Jahan Ara Watoo
appointed as VP PBF

ISLAMABAD: JahanAra Watoo, a pol-
itician and human right advocate has
been appointed as Vice President of
the Pakistan Businesses Forum (PBF).
She had been affiliated with Ministry
of Human Rights and also worked as
Regional Advisor in Saarc body. Be-
sides, she numerously attended differ-
ent courses in National Defence Uni-
versirty (NDU). On the appointment,
JahanAra Watoo said the establishment
of PBF was much needed for the real
advocacy forum towards government.
She highlighted the importance of effec-
tive public-private dialogue in planning
and implementation of economic
reforms, especially as government
planning around the world has be-
come participatory, collaborative
and market-oriented in nature. PBF Vice
President recommends to intended as
broad policy suggestions and brings to

the fore some points for deliberations
between public and private sector stake-
holders on how to build

strong, effective,
and sustain-
able TOs that
can contrib-
ute to the
eco- nom-
ic

growth and

development of Pakistan. Similarly from

the perspective of the public sector, the
government needs to set up institutional
mechanisms for publicprivate dialogue
where bureaucracy can effectively en-
gage the private sector on matters re-
lating to both short- and long-term eco-
nomic/ business policymaking and its
implementation.

She further said we PBF would en-
sure to overcome this bridge and initi-
ate a non political economic dialogue
with the stakeholders which is vital
for our economic transformation. On
flood situation; Wattoo demanded
that provincial governments should
provide financial assistance to flood
affectees under livestock and hous-
ing, immediately providing them
with tents, mosquito nets, mosquito
spray, food and drink equipment, dig-
ging drains and ensuring drainage of
water from villages and crops. ~APP

Flood badly affects
communication

system: Farah Shah

The provincial govt under the leadership of
chief minister was making a policy to counter
climate change in effective manner

ISLAMABAD: Spokesperson of Ba-
lochistan government Farah Azeem
Shah Friday said the heavy rains and
flood has badly affected the communica-
tion system and destroyed many roads,
bridges and railway track in the province
caused major difficulties to reach out all
affected areas. The power full floods
has disconnected Balochistan from the
rest of the country as all road and rail-
way network connecting Balochistan has
been damaged in most parts in the prov-
ince. The blocked road caused immense
trouble not only for the travellers but
also for local people, she said while talk-
ing to a private news channel.

The provincial government has issued
the direction to identify the losses and
damages and rescue the people on war
footing basis, she said adding that the
government has also released money in
order to help them immediately so that
they would not suffer difficulties. Farah
Azeem said that at least 250 people in-
cluding children and women have been
killed in rain incidents of Balochistan
and thousands were injured. She said
the provincial government under the
leadership of chief minister was making
a policy to counter climate change in ef-
fective manner.

Farah said, Balochistan government was tak-
ing efforts to provide relief items and reha-
bilitation of the flood-affected people within
limited resources. Farah said the district
administration and disaster management
authority was conducting survey to come

across the actual loss due to flood in the
area. She said the rescue teams were vigi-
lant for any emergency situation in region
round the clock and local administration was
facing a huge challenge to cope up with the
situation arising after the heavy downpour
and flash floods. The PDMA rescue teams
are present in the area and are providing res-
cue services to people stranded in the flood-
hit areas and the chief minister had directed
the immediate rescue of the people trapped
in flood water, she concluded.

Flash flood sweeps
away iconic hotel
in Swat valley

A number of hotels and restaurants have
been destroyed in the Swat valley due to
flash floods. In Kalam, a well-known ho-
tel was completely swept and the scenes
were recorded on a camera. In a video
that has gone viral, it could be seen that
the iconic Honeymoon Hotel begins to
crumble as water flow increases, and
then the red multi-storey structure is
washed away. In the video, people can
be heard shouting, “Astaghfirullah, Ast-
aghfirullah, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar,”
as the building collapses within seconds.
The destruction of another multi-storey
was also captured on camera. A number
of local tourists have reportedly been
stranded in Swat valley during flash
floods. - APP

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Minister for
Finance Taimur Salim
Jhagra on Friday hinted
at diverting the Annual
Development Programme
(ADP) for relief and re-
habilitation work in flood
affected areas.
Addressing a press con-
ference here at Peshawar
Press Club, he said the
provincial government
had talked to the World
Bank and other financial
institutions for provision
of aid to support the
flood-affected people.

He said that in case of the
shortage of funds, the gov-
ernment would divert the
ADP funds for rehabilita-
tion of the flood victims,
adding that the KP gov-
ernment had also written
to the federal finance min-
ister for provision of out-
standing dues under the
head of net hydel profits.
He claimed the response
of the KP government to-
wards rehabilitation and
reconstruction in flood-af-
fected areas would be
practical and more promi-
nent than the other affect-
ed provinces.

To a question regarding
the expected outbreak of
different diseases after
floods, Jhagra said that
the health system across
the province was fully alert
and ready to cope with any
emergency. - APP

LAHORE: Hafiz Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi, Special Representative fo PM on inter

A

faith harmony talking to media at Lahore. — DNA

Ashrafi for APC
to meet flash flood
situation 1n country

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister’s Special
Representative for Interfaith Harmony
and Middle East Hafiz Tahir Mehmood
Ashrafi on Friday said there should be
an immediate All Parties Conference
(APC) to meet the prevailing flash
flood situation in the country. Address-
ing a press conference, Ashrafi who is
also the chairman of Pakistan Ulema
Council said the current flood situation
required a united response from the po-
litical and religious parties. He said the
nation, philanthropists, volunteers and
political and religious parties’ workers
should come forward along with Paki-
stan Army to help the flood victims. He
also urged the Punjab Chief Minister
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi to play his role
with the national unity and consensus to
help the flood affected people.

In addition, Ashrafi said, "We thank
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates for the announcement

of financial support and investment in
the country.” He said the Arab-Islam-
ic countries were friends of Pakistan
adding they should not be involved in
the internal politics of the country. He
also clarified that the prime minister
and his delegation did not meet any
Israeli during the recent visit to Qatar.
The Pakistan’s stance on the Pales-
tine issue was very clear and laud and
no one could change it. The establish-
ment of an independent and autono-
mous Palestinian state was the inter-
pretation of the stance of Pakistan and
the Islamic world, he added. Ashrafi
urged the Arab, Muslim brotherly
countries and the world to play their
role to help the flood affected people
in Pakistan because the current flash
flood situation was more disastrous
than the past floods and natural ca-
lamities in the country.

He said the government of Pakistan

alone could not deal with this sad and
painful situation, where millions of
the people were affected by the flash
flood across the country. He said the
non-government organizations and
charitable bodies, carrying out wel-
fare activities in the country, should
be allocated areas for welfare activ-
ities so that they could serve their
countrymen effectively and efficiently.
He said the role of the Pakistan Army
in the current flood situation was com-
mendable. Ashrafi said the way, nation
unitedly fought for the end of terrorism
and extremism after the Army Public
School, Peshawar tragedy, it needed
the same spirit and courage, to cope
with the prevailing flood situation in the
country. He proposed all the political
and religious leaders to suspend their
political activities for one month and
help the flood victims with national and
religious spirit. - APP

- X >
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey, Dr. Mehmet Pacaci called on Federal
Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail at Finance Division. — DNA

Miftah Ismail welcomes
Turkish investment

On the occasion, Dr. Mehmet Pacaci shared that the Republic
of Turkiye has strong bilateral ties with Pakistan on various fronts

DNA

ISLAMABAD, AUG 26: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Revenue, Miftah
Ismail here on Friday welcomed Turk-
ish investments in various fields in
Pakistan and assured of full coopera-
tion and facilitation in this regard. The
minister was talking to Ambassador
of the Republic of Turkiye, Dr. Meh-
met Pacaci who called on him here,
according to press statement issued
by finance ministry. The meeting was

also attended by CEO Hayat Kimya
Pakistan, Fatih Ustunel, CFO Hayat
Kimya Pakistan, Onur Kilic, Chairman
FBR and other senior officers.

They exchanged views about the
long-standing religious, cultural, polit-
ical, economic and social ties between
Pakistan and Turkey. The Finance
Minister also highlighted the future
potential areas for strengthening re-
lations especially on business and in-
vestment fronts. Miftah apprised the
ambassador that present government
of Pakistan was undertaking multi-

ple structural reforms for facilitating
the foreign investment in Pakistan.
On the occasion, Dr. Mehmet Pacaci
shared that the Republic of Turkiye
has strong bilateral ties with Pakistan
on various fronts.

Recalling PM Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to
Turkey and his meeting with the Turk-
ish investors, the Ambassador briefed
the Finance Minister on extending
Turkish investment in various sectors
of Pakistan and stressed that Turkey
aims at enhancing and strengthening
the economic ties.

Timely delivery of justice vital: DPO

SaQiB MUSHTAQ

LODHRAN: The newly appointed District
Police Officer in Lodhran, Kashif Aslam,
has taken charge of his post and started
work. Request to continue After assuming
charge, DPO Mohammad Kashif Aslam
made a sudden visit to Model Police Sta-
tion City Lodhran, inspected the City
Police Station, Front Desk, Mall Khana.
Checked the list of accused in custody and
checked the records of Muharr office. Di-
rected to further improve service delivery
and perform duties diligently.

It is your duty and duty to show respect to
the soldiers who come to the police station.
Investigating officers should complete in-
vestigation of cases expeditiously and on
merit. SHOs ensure effective patrols so
that public safety is our top priority. On this
occasion, District Police Officer Lodhran
Muhammad Kashif Aslam, in a special con-
versation with Frontier Post, said that time-
ly delivery of justice to the citizens in the
police stations will be the top priority.

All resources will be used to defeat the
criminal elements and control the street

crime. Lodhran will make the police a
means of prosecution by developing mod-
ern information technology Citizens can
feel free to come to the offices of all of-
ficers, including mine, for redressal of

their grievances. The welfare of police
personnel while providing facilities to the
families of the martyrs are among the top
priorities. The protection of life and prop-
erty of the people and the establishment

of law and order are our responsibility,
which we will perform well.

The civil society of Lodhran also spoke to
Frontier Post regarding the appointment
of the newly appointed District Police Of-
ficer and said that the former DPO Abdul
Rauf Babar, for the first time in the his-
tory of Lodhran, has arrested more than
16 extremely dangerous gangs who killed
young daughters during the incident.
With the help of modern information tech-
nology, more than 16 robbers were killed
by their own accomplices in the police en-
counter, corruption was controlled to six-
ty percent, Lodhran. Measures like ensur-
ing free registration of FIRs in ten police
stations, immediate dismissal of corrupt
and irresponsible employees must be con-
tinued to ensure rule of law. Civil society
representatives further said that for the
first time in the history of Lodhran, po-
lice funds were not misused and no bogus
bills were passed. Ex dpo Abdul Rauf Ba-
bar Qaisrani also stopped this series. It is
hoped that the newly appointed District
Police Officer Kashif Aslam will ensure
the safety of the public by maintaining
this professional decorum.

Chinese CG
Zhao Shiren
meets IGP

LAHORE: Inspector General of Police (IGP) Punjab Fais-
al Shahkar Friday said that the Punjab police was ensur-
ing foolproof measures for the security of all foreigners,
especially Chinese citizens, experts and investors, who
came here for business or private purposes in different
districts of the province. The IGP said, “We are taking
all possible measures for the security of Chinese citi-
zens’ residences as well as working sites and offices”.
He said that the experiences of friendly country China
would be benefited to increase the efficiency of the police
force. Talking about the Special Protection Unit (SPU) re-
sponsible for the security of Chinese citizens, he said that
the specially trained personnel of SPU were performing the
security duties of Chinese citizens in all the districts of the
province with full zeal. The IGP added that full security
measures in this regard were being further improved with
effective supervision. He expressed these views during
a meeting with the Chinese Consul General (CG), Lahore
Zhao Shiren at the Central Police Office (CPO). In the
meeting, the security of Chinese citizens, experts and inves-
tors residing in Punjab was discussed. - APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

AUGUST

Aug 01/ CHINA
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01/ SWITZERLAND
National Day

Aug 01/ LEBANON
Armed Forces Day

Aug 01/ SYRIA
Armed Forces Day

Aug 4/ BUKINO FASO
National Day

Aug 09/ SINGAPORE
National Day

Aug 15/ DPR KOREA
Independence Day

Aug 15/ INDIA
Independence Day

Aug 15/ POLAND
Armed Forces Day

Aug 17/ INDONESIA
Independence Day

Aug 24/ UKRAINE
Independence Day

Aug 25/ URUGUAY
Independence Day

Aug 30/ TURKEY
Armed Forces Day

Aug 31/ KYRGYZ
Independence Day

Aug 31/ MALAYSIA
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines

Turkish Airlines

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

Departments
CDA....ccvevvee. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Dr. Arif Alvi appeals to

nation,

expatriates to aid flood victims

The President called upon all governments and institutions, NGOs and volunteers
to offer their expertise and leadership to rescue, evacuate, and rehabilitate
the affectees by providing them shelter, food and medical facilities

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi has appealed
to the entire nation, Over-
seas Pakistanis and the
international community
to come to the aid of flood
victims who are in dire
need of rescue, relief and
rehabilitation due to the
unprecedented rains and
floods which has destroyed
the lives and livelihood of
people across Pakistan.

He said that Pakistanis,
who had already displayed
remarkable  philanthrop-
ic spirit in the past, will
come forward once again
and contribute generously

in cash and kind to sup-
port the rescue and relief
efforts of the government
and other relevant organ-

izations. The President
called upon all govern-
ments and institutions,

NGOs and volunteers to
offer their expertise and
leadership to rescue,
evacuate, and rehabilitate
the affectees by providing
them shelter, food and
medical facilities.

The President also called
upon the media to motivate
the nation to donate the
essential items identified
by the government through
formal channels set up or
endorsed by the govern-
ment in an organized and

disciplined manner which
may include readymade
food packets, nutritious and
warm food, rice, dal, salt
and oil and items of daily
use, including matchboxes,
candle packets, kerosene
oil, solar lamps, polythene
sheets, groundsheets, floor
mats, tarpaulin, mosquito
nets and blankets to the af-
fected people to help them
rebuild their lives.

The President said that un-
precedented rains and re-
sultant floods had damaged
standing crops, affected
roads, bridges and embank-
ments, and disrupted com-
munication and transporta-
tion infrastructure, making
rescue and relief efforts an

uphill task.

The President urged the
international  community
to provide their expertise,
hitech technology, and re-
quired machinery to the
relevant government insti-
tutions to help restore infra-
structure and provide their
logistic and humanitarian
support to help relevant
government agencies cope
with the enormous task
of aiding the flood victims
across the country.

He expressed his confi-
dence that like in the past,
the nation would again
come to the aid of the
flood affectees and would
not rest until their com-
plete rehabilitation.

Camps established for relief
items' collection to flood-victims

Cash was not accepted in the camps, whereas only water
bottles, clothes, blankets, mattresses, tents and other
relief material may be deposited from 12pm to 12 midnight

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT)
administration has estab-
lished relief camps at var-
ious locations in the city
to mobilise philanthro-
pists to arrange relief

items for flood-victims.

The camps were set up at
F-9 Park, near Munchies at
F-6 Markaz and adjacent to
MCB Bank at F-8 Markaz.
People may deposit essen-
tial food items and relief

goods in these camps.

Cash was not accepted in
the camps, whereas only
water bottles, clothes, blan-
kets, mattresses, tents and
other relief material may
be deposited from 12pm to

12 midnight. Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad, Irfan
Nawaz Memon has appealed
the masses, philanthropists
to come forward and help
the rain and flood-affected
people. - APP

CTP launch
campaign
against
underage

drivers

RAWALPINDI: The Rawal-
pindi City Traffic Police
(CTP) on Friday launched
an operation against under-
age drivers and those not
holding driving licenses.
According to a CTP
spokesman, CTP on the
directives of Chief Traf-
fic Officer, (CTO) Rawal-
pindi  Naveed Irshad
launched a campaign and
took action in accordance
with the law against the
rules violators.

He informed that the licens-
es of rickshaws, Qingqi,
Suzuki vans, motorbikes,
and private vehicle drivers
would be checked during
the campaign. - APP

‘Khamoshiyan’ gets nod
of approval from netizens

Soon after release, the mesmerizing track by
Kashan Admani and Asad Rasheed, grabbed
fans as well as celebs’ attention, as audience
flooded YouTube comment section with likes
and comments appreciating captivating track

ISLAMABAD: Dream Sta-
tion Productions, finally
unveiled first soulful track
of Pakistan’s new-age crime
thriller ‘Carma’ featuring Ad-
nan Siddiqui alongside the
gorgeous Zhalay Sarhadi.
According to Dream Station
Productions official You-
Tube channel, “Khamoshi-
yan is a soulful love ballad
from the thriller Carma
highlighting the loneliness
and longing felt after the
loss of a relationship”.

Soon after release, the mes-

merizing track by Kashan
Admani and Asad Rasheed,
grabbed fans as well as cel-
ebs' attention, as audience
flooded the YouTube com-
ment section with likes and
comments appreciating the
captivating track.
Celebrities from Showbiz
fraternity including Kinza
Hashmi, Nadia Hussain,
Noor Hassan and many
more gave a huge shout-out
to much-talked-about film.
Directed and produced
by Kashan Admani, the

star-studded cast in-
cludes Adnan Siddiqui,
Zhalay Sarhadi, Navin
Waqgar, Osama Tahir,
Paras Masroor, Umer
Aalam, Arjumand Rahim,
Khaled Anam, Lili Case-
ley, Vajdaan Shah, Emaan
Khan, and Anum Gauhar.
After receiving an over
whelming response from
netizens, the track has
caused a stir of excitement
for much-awaited film re-
leasing nationwide on 2nd
September 2022. - APP

NHMP, OGRA to
formulate safety policy
for vehicles' carrying
hazardous material

ISLAMABAD: National Highways and Motorway Police
(NHMP) and Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
Friday agreed to formulate a robust policy for safe move-
ment of vehicles carrying hazardous material.

The decision to this effect was taken during a meet-
ing between Inspector General (IG) (NHMP), Khalid
Mahmood and Chairman (OGRA) Masroor Khan here.
The representative from the department of explosives
was also present on the occasion. It was mutually agreed
that joint team shall conduct checking on motorways and
highways to ensure that oil tankers, LPG bowsers, and
other vehicles carrying hazardous material abide by the
safety laws and regulations to avoid any untoward inci-
dent and safely move across the country.

It was decided that other stakeholders like All Pakistan Oil
Tankers associations shall be taken on board for use of lat-
est technology in oil tankers for safety.

IG National Highways and Motorway Police also briefed
on recent initiatives taken to ensure safety of commuters
on national Highways and Motorways. He appraised that
National Highways and Motorway Police has increased
safety briefing for oil tankers, LPG bowsers, and other
vehicles carrying hazardous material on National High-

ways and Motorways. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Officers and employees of the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting and its attached departments
on Friday decided to donate voluntarily in the Prime Min-
ister's Flood Relief Fund. On the Prime Minister's appeal,
employees from grades 1 to 16 of the Ministry of Informa-
tion and its attached departments will voluntarily contrib-
ute their one day's salary to the flood relief fund set up to
help the people affected by the recent rains and floods, said
a press release. All officers from Grade 17 to Grade 22
had decided to donate their 7 days salary to Prime Minis-
ter's Flood Relief Fund. The employees of the Ministry of
Information and its attached departments stand with the
government and the affected people in this difficult time.
All the employees and officers of the Ministry announced
to deposit the aid money in the Flood Relief Fund on the
appeals of the Prime Minister and the Federal Minister of
Information and Broadcasting for the rehabilitation of the
flood affected areas and to help the flood victims. - APP

PTA introduces 9999

SMS code for flood
relief donations

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) on Friday introduced a text-to-donate short code 9999
to enable the consumers donate their funds through mobile
phone text to support the flood victims. The consumers
would be required to write “fund” and send to the 9999 short
code to donate Rs10 to contribute to the relief and rehabilita-
tion activities in the flood-ravaged areas across the country.
The PTA has already issued a notification in this regard to
aware the masses about the easy donation method.

The Authority has asked all the cellular network operators
to update the National Disaster Management Authority re-
garding the received donations. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had appealed to the countrymen including the expa-
triates as well as the charity organizations to come up to aid

the distressed people. — APP

ISLAMABAD: A street vendors is selling clay made domestic stuff. — APP

Training course on halal products concluded

The authentication and confirmation of several products, including processed food
and other items of daily use, and their Halal nature is a growing challenge global-
ly along with the environmental contaminants, both biological and chemical, and
non-halal ingredients which are prohibited for Muslims, are a matter of concern

ISLAMABAD: A five-day training course
on “OIC/SMIIC Halal Products Stand-
ards and Testing” arranged by COMS-
TECH, OIC Standing Committee on Sci-
entific and Technological Cooperation
with other partners, to encourage the
harmonization of Halal standards used in
OIC countries concluded at Islamic Uni-
versity in Uganda, Kampala on Friday.
The course was organized in collabora-
tion with the Standards and Meteorology
Institute for Islamic Countries (SMIIC)
and Islamic University in Uganda.

The authentication and confirmation of
several products, including processed food

and other items of daily use, and their Halal
nature is a growing challenge globally along
with the environmental contaminants, both
biological and chemical, and non-halal ingre-
dients which are prohibited for Muslims,
are a matter of concern.

It is therefore, imperative for the Muslim
countries to establish Halal testing stand-
ards and laboratories to ensure the ‘Halal’
status of the consumer products.

In this context, the training course was
designed to train the participants from
African OIC member states about the pro-
cedures for adoption, implementation and
use of the OIC/SMIIC Halal Food Stand-

ards, mainly: OIC/SMIIC 1:2019 - gener-
al requirements for Halal food, auditing of
testing Labs in line with OIC/SMIIC 35 -
conformity assessment, general require-
ments for the competence of laboratories
performing Halal testing and the testing
procedures standards such as test method
for detection of porcine in food products
(meat, processed food and gelatin).

The objective of this training course
was to encourage the harmonization
of Halal standards used in the OIC
countries and internationally by aid-
ing in the adoption and use of the
OIC/SMIIC Halal standards.

The aim of the training was to transfer
knowledge and skills, and to develop the
human capital, while bridging the knowl-
edge gap and enlightening the compliance
requirements set forth by the regulatory
bodies in the OIC Countries.

The training was attended by the partici-
pants both in-person and online.

The Rector, Islamic University in Uganda,
Prof. Ismail Simbwa Gyagenda, welcomed
the participants and the experts. The Secre-
tary General, SMIIC, Mr. Thsan OVUT, the
Coordinator General COMSTECH, Prof.
Dr. M. Igbal Choudhary addressed the inau-
gural session of the training. - APP

—

ISLAMABAD” Prominent
Kashmiri academician and
Registrar  University of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(UAJK) Prof. Dr. Ayesha
Sohail left for United States
on Friday to attend Michi-
gan  State  University’s
Visiting International Pro-
fessional Program for “Pa-
kistan Women Leadership
in Higher Education”.
According to a press re-
lease, the program aimed
to train women leaders
in higher education to en-
hance their administrative
capabilities in attaining
senior leadership posi-
tions such as vice chan-
cellor, pro-vice-chancellor,
rector, or pro-rector. The
participants of the training
program will get the op-
portunity to network with
women leaders at U.S. uni-
versities throughout the
duration of the program.
For the program, 25 uni-
versity women leaders
from diverse academic and
leadership  backgrounds
across Pakistan have been
selected among 200 ap-
plicants following a three-
month selection process.
The International Profes-
sional Program has been
designed in collaboration
with the National Acade-
my of Higher Education
(NAHE) and being funded
by the U.S. Embassy in Is-
lamabad, Pakistan. - APP

ANF recovers
over 102 kg
narcotics;
arrests an

accused

RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting two operations
managed to recover over
102 kg of narcotics besides
netting an accused.
According to an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, ANF
Intelligence conducted a
raid on G.T.Road, in Akora
Khattak and recovered 102
kg narcotics including 84
kg charras and 18 kg opi-
um from secret cavities of
a truck. ANF also arrested
an accused namely Zaib Gul
resident of Mansehra.

In another raid, conducted
at a courier service office in
Lahore, ANF recovered Ice
drug ‘absorbed’ bed sheets
being sent to Australia. The
parcel was booked by Mu-
hammad Asad resident of
Muzaffarabad.

Separate cases have been
registered against the ac-
cused while further investi-
gations are under process.
The spokesman informed
that accomplices of the ac-
cused would also be sent
behind the bars. - APP

IESCO
issues power
suspension
notice

DNA

ISLAMABAD: According to
Islamabad Electric  Supply
Company (IESCO)’s spokes-
man, System Maintenance/
Development Work is in pro-
cess. Therefore power supply
of below mentioned feeders/
areas will be temporary sus-
pended as per given schedule:
On 27th August, From 06:00
AM to 02:00 PM, Beirut Gala,
Darbar Mai Totti, Chirohi,
Dana Bhal, Chirohi Dungi, Sri,
City, Kariala, Jandrot Dabsi,
Datot, Majajan, City.II, Feed-
ers, From 07:00 AM to 12:00
Noon, Bhara Kaho, NIH,
T&T, Golf City, Treat, Misryal
Road, Ameer Hamza, Radio
Pak, Milatabad, Peshawar
Road, Range Road, Shukrila,
Smoot, Kangar, Islampura,
Mandi Bhalwal. Feeders, On
28th August, From 09:00
AM to 01:00 PM, Abbaspura,
Zubair Shaheed, Civil Line,
ATM, Garmala, Gul Afshan,
Langarpur, Jaddah, Mashin
Mobhalla, Kachhari, Ajmal Sha-
heed, Sanghui, PTC. , Akram
Shaheed, Nathwala, Safdar
Shaheed, City Housing, CMH,
Jakhar, Sanaullah Shaheed,
Chip Bord, Kala Base, Chak
Daulat, Industrial, Pakhwal,
Boren, COD Kala, Bhagw-
al, Hisnot, Pediaal, Domeli
Feeders, From 07:00 AM to
12:00 Noon, H-8/2 feeders
and surroundings will be
closed. IESCO management
apologizes to its esteemed
customers for the power out-
age. If the work is complet-
ed ahead of time, the power
supply can be restored even
before the scheduled time.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
directed the power distribu-
tion companies to revise the
electricity bills of up to 200
consumed units within 24
hours adjusting the relief
under the fuel adjustment
charge (FAC) announced by
the government. The prime
minister, who chaired a high
level meeting to address the
issues faced by the power
consumers, also constituted
a committee on the matter.
He instructed that the staff-
ers of the distribution compa-
nies should work round the
clock to ensure the revision
of electricity bills. He asked
the authorities concerned to
cancel the leaves of all the
staffers and present him a
compliance report immedi-
ately. The prime minister
said that the banks should
also be directed to remain
open in the coming days to
enable the consumers pay
their revised electricity bills.
The meeting was told that
the implementation of the
relief package announced by
the prime minister was be-
ing ensured. The electricity
bills of around 16.6 million
were being corrected to pro-
vide them the relief under
fuel price adjustment.

The prime minister in-
structed the authorities
concerned to ensure the
execution of the relief meas-
ures announced by the gov-
ernment. - APP

Ahsan Igbal
chairs 66th
NLB meeting

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning Development &
Special Initiatives, Professor
Ahsan Igbal chaired 66th
meeting of the National
Logistics Board (NLB) here
on Friday. The meeting was
attended by Quartermaster
General, Director General,
NLC, Secretary Ministry
of PD&SI and other board
members. DG, NLC briefed
the participants about the
operational, administrative
and financial matters of the
organization with special ref-
erence to the accomplished
tasks and future develop-
ment plans of NLC.

The board was informed
that an additional 150 ve-
hicles have been booked
enhancing the fleet size
up to 900. Moreover, 200
additional  vehicles are
planned in FY-2022-23 that
would increase the fleet
size to 1100. Speaking on
the occasion, the minister
emphasized the importance
of public interest projects
particularly Karachi Green
Line and directed the con-
cerned stakeholders to ex-
pedite the projects.

“This is the public interest
project which will cater
thousands of commuters in
Karachi and it must be ex-
pedited, “ said the minister.
The minister further added
that all the bottlenecks in
this regard will be removed
immediately. He hoped that
NLC would continue to play
its role in boosting econom-
ic activities in the country.
The NLB also approved the
budget estimates presented
by NLC management for fi-
nancial year 2022/23. - APP

Pakistan’s 2
pc labor force
engaged in
gig economy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
nearly 2 percent of its labour
force engaged in the gig econ-
omy through online and loca-
tion-based services. Accord-
ing to a study conducted here
recently, an estimated half a
million workers in the coun-
try work in the location-based
platform economy, but it has
been encouraging a race to
the bottom regarding work-
ing conditions.

The new report “Pakistan
Ratings 2022: Labour Stand-
ards in the Platform Econo-
my” has been conducted by
Fairwork Foundation, Ox-
ford University UK and Cen-
tre for Labour Research,
Pakistan which reveals best
and worst practices in gig
economy. As per the study
details, seven of the most
popular gig economy plat-
forms in Pakistan have been
rated according to how fair-
ly they treat workers. Only
three companies were able
to earn a score, obtaining
one out of 10 each. The
study found that most of the
companies, failed to ensure
minimum standards of fair
work - such as ensuring all
workers earn above the na-
tional minimum wage. — APP

Data breach: Tension
within SECP escalates

Amir Khan was appointed chairman by the PTI government in 2019. Sources within SECP
claim Mubashir Sadozai, the current head of information security, doesn’t have requisite
IT qualification and was given this charge thanks to his closeness with the chairman

ISLAMABAD: Sensitive data of the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) has allegedly been stolen which has
resulted in a tug of war between the chair-
man and the relevant commissioner. The
latter claims she was kept in dark about the
breach. The commissioner has now written
to the finance minister for independent in-
quiry into the matter. The SECP regulates
the corporate sector and is custodian of pub-
lic and private information of the directors
and financials of companies registered in Pa-
kistan. The leaked database included private
information like the chief executive officers
of the companies, their identity cards, email
addresses, residential addresses and other
details including financial information.
When did this breach occur? It remained
undiscovered by the concerned head of
information security, Mubashir Sadozai.
The SECP came to know only when a news
website alerted the regulator by sending
queries on July 27. Nothing significant was
done other than issuing a statement that
the matter had been fixed.

The relevant commissioner, Sadia Khan,
claims she was not informed. She would
only come to know three weeks later when
a citizen, Zaki Khalid, who works on open-
source intelligence, brought this matter to
the attention of the government through
the Prime Minister portal. A hacker from
Estonia has claimed the responsibility
of stealing the data. This coincides with
an ongoing training on cyber security of
SECP officials being conducted by Estoni-

an trainers. The SECP said there was no
correlation between the two.

Upset at this breach, Sadia Khan, not only
lodged a protest within the SECP, she has
written a letter to Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail. “It is with a sense of deep concern
that I am writing to you to inform you about a
serious case of data leakage... | was informed
about the incident in the afternoon of August
18, 2022, through a junior officer... even
though the leakage of data took place on July
27, 2022... I requested a Commission meet-
ing which though convened [it] was cancelled
at the request of the Chairman.”

If the information being conveyed, she
writes further, about the extent of the data
leakage is correct, “the damage done from
this incident is unprecedented.” She has de-
manded an independent investigation of the
incident before the damage is irreversible,
both in terms of the sanctity of the data en-
trusted to us as well as the reputation of the
Commission, reads her letter. At present,
there are only two commissioners, Chair-
man Amir Khan and Sadia Khan. Three
seats are lying vacant.

Amir Khan was appointed chairman by the
PTI government in 2019. Sources within
SECP claim Mubashir Sadozai, the current
head of information security, doesn’t have
requisite IT qualification and was given this
charge thanks to his closeness with the
chairman. Chairman Amir Khan, however.
replied that the said IT person is acting in
charge only and was given this charge after
the incumbent resigned a year ago. Amir

Khan said the acting charge is given to
someone who has the most relevant back-
ground from existing pool within the SECP
as said person looks after e-services also. “I
didn’t know the said gentlemen until three
years ago”, Amir said, refuting the allega-
tion of any personal bias. The chairman also
added, “I was informed of the breach on
the 18th of August, which is 10-12 working
days after it took place. This is unfortunate.
The same day, however, Sadia Khan who is
also head of the information security, sec-
retary finance and policy board chairman
were informed. Same day press release was
issued.” However, The News understands
through documentary evidence that the
matter had been brought to the attention
of the Chairman Secretariat on July 27
through Musarrat Jabeen, Executive Direc-
tor of Chairman Secretariat. The chairman
may not have been informed.

Sadozai is not only the head of information
security; he holds several other charges. He
is registrar of companies as well as the head
of administration, finance and compliance
departments. Neither any inquiry has been
ordered against him or any other official.
The SECP chairman also added that full
time IT head will be joining soon as a year
long search involving several advertise-
ments and been completed. On the latest
leak, the SECP has downplayed the signif-
icance. “Please note that all of the data
so accessed unauthorisedly is public data
and otherwise available on payment of
fee. However we are also in process of hir-

ing private investigators to a certain the
level of breach and recommend actions to
prevent such a thing in future.”
The SECP response against this serious
breach is in contrast with the action it took
after a story by Ahmed Noorani about the
family of Lt Gen Asim Saleem Bajwa report-
ed dozens of the family’s companies regis-
tered with the SECP. Arsalan Zafar Hijazi,
a deputy director, was suspended on the
suspicion of sharing the information about
Bajwa’s companies notwithstanding the
fact it was otherwise public information.
The charges were framed and show cause
served within two weeks.
Asked whether Sadia Khan protested on
being kept uninformed, the SECP spokes-
person said she might directly be contact-
ed for her view. She was not available for
comments; however, another SECP official
said that Sadia refused to concur with the
response prepared on her behalf for sharing
with The News. Responding to the question
of why an incident report was generated
three weeks later when the matter was first
brought to the Commission notice on July 27,
the spokesperson said the Commission was
not then clear if any publicly available data
had been scrapped from the SECP website.
Previous government’s failure to fill key
positions has been continued by current
government also. It continues to impact the
SECP negatively as it ads to inefficiency,
confusing overlapping roles, and politicising
within the critical functions of the regulator.
- Courtesy The News

the national grid, NTDC said.

power generation recently.

by Habib Bank as well as Chinese banks.

grld to evacuate cheaper electricity.

( NTDC connects 330 )
MWs Thal Nova plant
with national grid

ISLAMABAD: The National Transmission and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) connected the fourth 330MWs mine-
mouth power plant built under China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) initiative at Thar coal Block II with
the national grid. “We successfully provided back feed
supply/seller’s interconnection facility for Thal Nova
power plant through 500kV Thal Nova-Matiari transmis-
sion line,” NTDC said according to a report published by
Gwadar Pro on Friday. The back feed supply energized
the power plant for testing its electrical equipment, the
statement added. After completion of the testing, the
power plant will start contributing cheaper electricity to

Thal Nova is one of the four 330MWs mine-mouth
power plants installed at Thar Block II under CPEC.
Engro Powergen Thar is already producing 660MWs
electricity from its 2*330MWs power plants since

2019 while the 330MWs Thar Energy Ltd. started

The Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC) will
supply coal to the Thal Nova power plant together with
the other three power plants. China Machinery Engi-
neering Corp. (CMEC) is the EPC contractor and minor-
ity shareholder of the project. The power plant will uti-
lize 1.9 million tons of coal to generate 2.24 billion units
of electricity per annum. The project has been financed

NTDC further said that it has connected all five power
plants at Thar coal Block I and Block II with the national

DNA

ISLAMABAD: “If steps
are taken by G7 countries
against China, the global
economy will be affected.
Because the interactions
and linkages between G7
countries and China are very
strong. The disturbance or
any rupture in these rela-
tions will affect many coun-
tries,” said Dr. Rashid Ah-
mad Khan, a political analyst
and an expert on South Asia,
Central Asia and Persian
Gulf security issues, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro on Friday.
After Nancy Pelosi’s visit to
Taiwan, the G7 group of in-
dustrialized nations and the
European Union issued a
statement full of accusations
against China. In response,
the spokesperson for the
Chinese Mission to the EU
mentioned that “gone are the
) days when the Chinese peo-

European countries to suffer
more from US manipulation

on them. European powers
are constrained because
Western Europe is still large-
ly dependent on the United
States economically and in
terms of security,” Rashid
said. The United States and
the European Union are
going to work together to
take concrete measures to
reduce their dependence on
Russian energy.

This means that a country
that imported zero units
of Russian natural gas has
convinced the 27-country

ple were bullied and pushed
around by foreign powers.
Taiwan affairs are purely
China's internal affairs and
are within the scope of Chi-
na's sovereignty. Today’s
world is no longer in an era
when Western powers can
run amok as they please.”
“It seems that the US has ma-
nipulated the G7 into toeing
its line. As a result, the devel-
oped countries will suffer. if

they talk about sanctions or
steps against China or they
lower the level of coopera-
tion with China, it will affect
them more in comparison to
China,” said Rashid. “Now,
the US is facing difficulties
of keeping European lives to-
gether. In order to keep Eu-
rope on its side, America is
somehow fighting and quar-
reling with other powers. It
mobilizes and forces Europe

block, which rely on Russia
for around 40 % of its gas de-
mand, into cutting back on
imports, According to Chi-
nese broadcaster CGTN.
According to data from the
International Energy Agen-
cy, the month of June has
become the first month in
history in which EU had
imported more gas via
LNG from the US than via
pipeline from Russia.

CDNS achieve Rs160b
through fresh bonds

The CDNS has attained
the target of issuing
Rs1,250 billion fresh

bonds from July 1, 2021

to June 30, 2022

ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS) on Friday attained
the target of issuing Rs160 billion fresh
bonds in the current fiscal year 2022-23
from July 1st to August 25, 2022.

The Central Directorate of National Savings
(CDNS) has set a saving target of Rs1.5 tril-
lion for the current financial year (2022-23)
which will promote savings culture in the
country, the senior official of CDNS told
APP here on Friday. At this time, the cur-
rent market trend in the country and the
ambitious target was set to further improve
the savings culture, he said.

Replying to a question, he said the CDNS
surpassed its annual target in previous
fiscal year 2021-22 and set a historic re-
cord of Rs1,250 billion savings till June
30, 2022. For the first time in its history,
CDNS crossed Rs1,000 billion fresh de-

posits and achieved the target of Rs1,250
billion by June 30, 2022. The CDNS has
attained the target of issuing Rs1,250 bil-
lion fresh bonds from July 1, 2021 to June
30, 2022. It had set an annual gross re-
ceipt target of Rs980 billion from July 1 to
June 30 of the previous fiscal year 2020-
21 to promote savings in the country.
The senior official said the CDNS had set
Rs250 billion annual collection target from
July 1 to June 30 for the year 2020-2021 as
compared to Rs352 billion for the previous
year (2019-20) during the same period to
enhance savings in the country.

The CDNS had set Rs352 billion annual col-
lection target for the year 2019-20 as com-
pared to Rs350 billion for the previous year
(2018-19), he said. Replying to a question,
he said the National Directorate of National
Savings (CDNS) had reviewed and set a tar-
get of Rs60 billion in Fiscal Year (2022-23)
for Islamic investment to introduce the new
products in the market. In this year 2022-
23, CDNS would achieve the investment
target of Rs60 billion, he said. He said that
the CDNS had entered the Islamic finance
market in August 2022, and offering Islamic
finance to its customers. - APP

Reema Khan
sends pulses
racing with
latest bridal

shoot

ISLAMABAD: Top-notch
Pakistani actress, director,
producer and television
host Reem Khan never fails
to impress her huge fan fol-
lowing with back-to-back hit
projects and stunning looks.
The knock-out beauty con-
tinues to win over social
media with her captivating
photos and videos.

The Powerhouse of talent
has greatly contributed in
the showbiz industry, the
lady herself is a complete
institution, as she has a
long list of accomplish-
ments. Many Nigar Awards
and Pride of Performance
Awards have been given to
her. Recently, the all-round-
er left millions of fans
awestruck as she shared a
stunning photo of herself
in bridal attire on her social
media handle. - APP

PM constitutes body for
redressal of electricity
consumers’ grievances

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb said on Friday that the prime
minister has set up a high-level committee to redress
the grievances of electricity consumers. In a tweet, she
said that instructions have been given to include the an-
nounced relief in the bills of electricity consumers up to
200 units within 24 hours. The PM had directed with-
in 24 hours the bills of the consumers under the relief
should be reduced. The minister said that the staff of the
DISCOs would work 24 hours to correct the electricity
bills and all staff leaves have been canceled for correct-
ing the bills. Banks would remain open on weekend to
deposit bills of the consumers, she said. - APP

IRSA releases
448,200 cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System Authority (IRSA) on Fri-
day released 448,200 cusecs water from various rim stations
with inflow of 475,200 cusecs. According to the data released
by IRSA, Tarbela Dam has already attained its maximum
conversation level of 1550 feet and was 152 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and outflow in the
dam was recorded as 261,600 cusecs each. The water level
in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 1180.30 feet, which was
130.30 feet higher than its dead level of 1,050 feet. - APP

The secretary housing
extended an invitation to
Ms Wendy Gilmour to
attend upcoming first
Int’l Housing Expo-2022

ISLAMABAD: Canadian High Commission-
er Ms Wendy Gilmour on Friday appreci-
ated the efforts of incumbent government
for providing low cost housing to the vul-
nerable and poor segments of the society.
She said the Canadian companies would be
encouraged to explore low cost housing op-
portunities in Pakistan. The envoy was talk-
ing to Secretary Ministry of Housing and
Works Secretary Iftikhar Ali Shallwani in a
meeting here at his office.Various bilateral
issues especially promoting Pakistan-Cana-
da long-standing relationship and exploring
low cost housing opportunities in Pakistan
came under discussion in the meeting. The
secretary housing extended an invitation to
Ms Wendy Gilmour to attend the upcom-
ing first International Housing Expo-2022,
which she accepted. Ms Wendy said she
was glad to know that Canadian companies
would attend the expo. - DNA

Nation
should unite
to cope with

calamity

ISLAMABAD: Defense Minis-
ter Khawaja Muhammad Asif
on Thursday said the whole
nation should unite at this
hard time of natural calamity
and play their role for relief
and rehabilitation of flood-af-
fected people by setting aside
their political differences.
Talking to private news chan-
nel, he said the federal govern-
ment was diligently perform-
ing their duties to provide
relief to the flood-hit people
whereas there was more ca-
pacity to bring improvement
in the relief activities.

The torrential rains had
wreaked havoc in the coun-
try and atleast 30 districts
of Sindh, almost the entire
Balochistan, and south
Punjab were facing an un-
precedented humanitarian
disaster. Khwaja Asif said
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif is likely to
visit the flood-affected ar-
eas of Sindh, Balochistan
and South Punjab on Friday
a day after his arrival from
Qatar to review the rescue
and relief operation.

The abnormal devastating
monsoon rains in the coun-
try caused loss of livestock
and destruction of crops
that will increase inflation
and bring food insecurity.
He said Imran Khan is using
all the resources of flood-hit
province for his own propose
and he has no concern about
the flood-affected people but
he was busy in holding public
rallies just for his own vest
ed interest. The two most
populated provinces were in
facing political and economic
instability due to stubborn
behaviour of Imran Khan
and he was mercilessly wast-
ing the resources of the prov-
ince for filling cases against
the PDM leaderships. - APP

Overseas
ministry to
send workers
abroad for

free: Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Overseas Pakistan-
is and Human Resource
Development Sajid Hussain
Turi has decided to send Pa-
kistani workers and profes-
sionals abroad for free.
Chairing a high level meet-
ing here Friday, he directed
the digitization of the Pro-
tector Office to make the
process of Protector faster,
transparent and easier. Fees
ranging from 50 thousand to
100,000 rupees are being
abolished from Pakistani
workers and professionals
for services, he informed.
During the meeting, the
minister was briefed by
Federal Secretary, DG Bu-
reau of Immigration, DG
Overseas Employment Cor-
poration and other senior
officers. Th minister said
that the Ministry will soon
send the summary of fee
abolition to the Cabinet for
approval. Protector offices
will be established soon in
Bannu, Abbottabad, Sukkur,
Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad
Kashmir, he said and added
that the licenses of overseas
promoters pending for three
years were also issued.

A summary would be pre-
pared soon to fill the vacant
posts so that the efficiency
of the institutions can be
improved, he added. He
said that strict action would
be taken against officials
involved in illegal activities
and corruption. The minis-
ter stressed the Community
Welfare Attachés to improve
their performance for the
welfare of overseas Paki-
stanis. However, an online
meeting of all community
welfare attachés will be held
every fortnight to review
the performance. - APP

CDA removes
illegal sites
from various

areas of city

ISLAMABAD: Enforcement
teams of CDA under the su-
pervision of DG Enforcement
conducted an anti encroach-
ment operation in Tarnol
area on Friday. Assistant
Commissioner (Saddar) pro-
vided Magisterial cover to
the operation. Enforcement
teams conducted operation
at 26 Number Chungi, Tarnol
Phattak and Fateh Jang road
and cleared all temporary and
permanent encroachments
from the areas.Meanwhile
Assistant Commissioner
(Secretariat) alongwith
Directorate of Muncipal
Administration (DMA) con-
ducted operation against
temporary encroachments
on Park Road, Bahria En-
clave/Kuri Road. During the
operation various encroach-
ments were removed and
demolished. - APP



SCO outlines steps to
enhance cooperation

T he Shanghai Cooperation Organisation Defence Ministers’ Meet-

ing held in Tashkent, Republic of Uzbekistan outlined further

steps to enhance defence and security cooperation among the
member states. According to a joint communique issued after the meet-
ing, as usual, the ministers came together in a friendly and constructive
atmosphere to engage in an exchange of views on the topical interna-
tional and regional security matters. The participants noted that at-
tempts to ensure one’s own security at the expense of other countries
were unacceptable. The developments currently unfolding around the
world demonstrate that the emergence of a just multipolar world or-
der based on the universally recognised principles of international law,
multilateralism, as well as equal, shared, indivisible, inclusive and sus-
tainable security cannot be reversed. The ministers praised the high
level of mutual understanding among SCO member states and agreed to
continue their cooperation to improve security and stability across the
SCO space, including in terms of overcoming the negative consequences
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The defence ministers believe that settling the situation in Afghanistan
without delay is one of the key factors in preserving and strengthening
security and stability within the SCO space.In view of the current socioec-
onomic and humanitarian situation in Afghanistan, the defence ministers
called on the international community and the SCO member states to step
up their efforts to help the country overcome the socioeconomic and hu-
manitarian crisis it is facing. The ministers firmly condemned attempts to
revise the causes and outcomes of World War II, and to rehabilitate Nazi
criminals and their accomplices, as well as promote neo-Nazi ideas. The
ministers decided to hold a joint military counter-terrorist command post
exercise Peaceful Mission 2023 in the Russian Federation on responding
to new tactics used by international terrorists. Russia suggested that dur-
ing this exercise, the interested parties focus on countering unmanned
aerial vehicles, ensuring information security, and preventing terrorist
attacks involving chemical and biological weapons. The SCO’s ties with
other international organisations are becoming instrumental in strength-
ening regional security. In this connection, Russia suggested considering
the possibility of inviting military units from other international organi-
sations, as well as troops and observers from friendly countries to take
part in the Peaceful Mission exercise. The SCO heads of State and Gov-
ernment will meet in the Uzbek city Samarkand next month to discuss a
variety of issues. Pakistan will also take part at the highest level. Given
the potential of the SCO Pakistan needs to fully cash in on this potential
by forging deeper partnerships with the member states.
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Flood devastations

or the past one month, the people of Pakistan have been under the grip of

the disaster, which is the heavy and continuous rains and the resulting flash

floods, which have destroyed the settlements of the villages. Economic cri-
sis can be dealt with in one way or the other, but dealing with heavenly and earthly
disasters is not a human task. At present the situation is that two-thirds of the
country is under the influence of rains and floods. Many areas including Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Balochistan, Sindh, most districts of South Punjab and Azad Kashmir
have been affected by this punishment. Due to heavy rains and floods, the worst
damage happened in Balochistan province. Although the provincial government is
playing an active role in helping the flood affected people with the support of the
relevant government institutions, but due to the lack of an organized system, the
government aid could not reach the people, while at some places the victims even
protested. However, as always, this time also the most appreciable role played by
the Pakistan Army relief teams in Balochistan and now seems to be engaged in
rehabilitation and resettlement of the victims.
According to PDMA Sindh, 263 people have lost their lives since the onset of mon-
soon. 701 people were injured in various accidents. A meeting of the Disaster Man-
agement Ministerial Committee was held under the chairmanship of Chief Minister
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, in which the relief activities in the flood-affected
areas were reviewed. In the meeting, it was decided to increase the financial assis-
tance for the families of those who died due to floods and rains. The Chief Minister
said that the damage to houses, crops and livestock will be repaired. He said that the
government will give 1 million rupees to the next of kin of each person who died in
the flood, while declaring the affected areas as calamities and waived off water and
tax. He said that in the current situation, the Punjab government will spare no effort
to help its affected brothers and sisters. The most painful aspect of the scenario of
flash floods and torrential rains in various provinces and districts of Pakistan is that
our politicians (including both the government and its opponents) who claim public
service. ) are nowhere to be seen. If you look at it, it was a kind of minor resurrection
that took place in other regions of the country including Balochistan. Of course, no
human or organization can compete with God’s wisdom and power, but the same God
has given man wisdom, understanding and consciousness, which provides guidance
to excel in all kinds of trials and tests. Monsoon rains, floods and floods in rivers are
not an event that happens after years in human history, but events of this kind are
seen more or less every year. However, in some years their intensity and seriousness
becomes less and in some years more. Due to the destruction of thousands of acres
of crops, including wheat and rice, they will not be able to produce, due to which the
gap between the demand and supply of agricultural commodities will increase great-
ly. Therefore, in view of the domestic needs, we will have to import commodities
from foreign countries. So now is the time for the government to plan on priority ba-
sis to deal with the challenges. There will be a need for proper coordination between
the federal and provincial governments. Since this is a matter of collective interest
and national nature, the political parties should keep the political interests above the
threshold and take such steps keeping the collective interest at the forefront so that
we do not have to go through any more tests.

The UAE, an ideal investment destination

Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi

SMEs, and private investors alike.
In the World Competitiveness Year-

The UAE does not impose
income tax on individuals and
investors, with the exception of
oil companies and branches of
foreign banks. As a country with
a free economic model since
inception, it allows individuals
and investors to freely repatriate
their profits in entirety

ith a stable and secure business envi-

ronment and investorfriendly legisla-

tion, the UAE is an ideal destination
for global investment. At the crossroads of major
growth centers across the Middle East, Asia, and
Africa, the UAE offers opportunities to quickly
scale up operations to serve regional and inter-
national markets. Foreign investors can bene-
fit from the UAE’s logistics expertise and role
as a regional hub for the Middle East, as well
as its strong network of economic agreements,
including 101 agreements on the avoidance of
double taxation and 67 bilateral investment trea-
ties. Investing in the UAE ensures sustainable
future growth for multinational corporations,

book 2021, the UAE ranked 9th glob-

ally, scoring high in government and
business efficiency, economic perfor-
mance, and infrastructure. Moreover,
in the Global Competitiveness Report
2020, the UAE ranked second world-
wide in ICT adoption, flexible work
arrangements, digital skills, and digital
legal framework.

Features of the UAE’s economy include
its strategic location, strong financial
reserves, large sovereign wealth funds,
solid international relations, consistent
government spending on infrastruc-
ture, digital transformation, and inno-
vation, progressive policy of economic
diversification, multi-specialty free
zones, and increased foreign direct in-
vestment. To further the development
of a sustainable, diversified, and com-
petitive knowledge-based economy, the
UAE is focused on facilitating invest-
ments in a number of priority sectors.
Moreover, the UAE offers its vibrant
expatriate community the flexibility
to do business anywhere in the coun-
try, including in its many free zones, industrial
areas, and commercial buildings. The UAE’s
investment-friendly business regulations allow
100 percent foreign ownership in 122 econom-
ic activities across 13 sectors, and the country
regularly hosts high-profile conferences, inter-
national exhibitions, and trade and investment
events. The UAE also offers various incentives
to investors with the aim of increasing the num-
ber of small and medium enterprises and start-
ups in the country, with the government simulta-
neously eliminating barriers that hinder the flow
of investments. Incentives include the following:
100% Company Ownership Investors of all na-
tionalities can establish and fully own companies

in the UAE. This change came about based on
the provisions of Federal Decree-Law No. 26 of
2020 on Commercial Companies, under which
a foreign company wishing to open a branch
and practice its activities in the UAE does not
require the presence of a UAE national agent.
40 Free Zones for Company Incorporation More
than 40 free zones allow tax exemptions and
100% ownership for foreign investors. The UAE
also offers investors flexibility in selecting the
most appropriate zone in which to establish their
business. Free zones are located throughout the
UAE, enabling investors to engage in a wide va-
riety of economic activities. No Income Tax and
Full Profit Transfer

The UAE does not impose income tax on in-
dividuals and investors, with the exception of
oil companies and branches of foreign banks.
As a country with a free economic model since
inception, it allows individuals and investors
to freely repatriate their profits in entirety.
Golden Visa for Investors The UAE adopted
a new visa system by granting long-term res-
idence visas for durations that range from 5
to 10 years. Available to investors, entrepre-
neurs, and talented individuals, these visas al-
low expatriates and their family members the
ability to live, work, or study in the UAE while
enjoying the benefits of extended residency.
Conclusion In addition to a desirable invest-
ment climate, the UAE also boasts a stable
and secure environment that more than 200
nationalities call their home. Over 1.5 million
Pakistanis reside in the UAE, which ranked
first in the Arab world in the World Happiness
Report 2020. As the second-safest country
in the world (Global Finance Index 2021) and
second-largest economy in the GCC and Arab
world, the UAE remains the preferred destina-
tion in which to live and invest.

The writer is UAE Ambassador to the Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan

Taliban takeover of Kabul and TTP:
Hard policy options for Islamabad

Mustansar Siam and Nirmal Muneer

ed impetus to the religiously inspired
elements. On August 30, 2021, the
Pentagon announced that the last US

The Taliban takeover of
Kabul left hard policy options
for Islamabad when it was
extensively celebrated in
Pakistan among religiously
motivated groups. Islamabad
was required to convince the
Afghan Taliban to squelch TTP.
However, Pakistan’s ambivalent
approach towards Tehreek
Taliban Pakistan paved the
way for the resurgent group to
reorganize itself. Resultantly,
TTP escalated terror activities
in late 2021 and started
challenging security forces

demanding the reversal of the
FATA merger with Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa

ince the war on terror has announced, the
region has undergone various tumultuous
changes that caused political instability and
economic slowdown and provided the much-need-

flight carrying troops had left Afghan-
istan, concluding its longest war. Keep-
ing aside the debate about who won in
Afghanistan, it is a fact that the US and
its ally’s long stay in the country has
fundamentally jolted its socio-econom-
ic and socio-politico fabric. Resultantly,
generations grew up knowing nothing
other than the culture of guns, violence
and bombs.
The Taliban’s defacto rule in Afghanistan
faced various strategic, security, econom-
ic and ideological challenges. Additionally,
the US withdrawal and Taliban takeover
brought significant challenges to the for-
eign policy establishment of Pakistan and
regional diplomacy. Tehreek e Taliban Pa-
kistan lost momentum in 2018 when Noor
Wali Mehsud appeared as its new emir. The
terrorist organization was at its weakest
point because it had almost lost all its ter-
ritories in Pakistan and faced several inter-
nal organizational issues. Later, TTP, under
Noor Wali Mehsud, reorganized and rede-
fined his goals demanding an independent
state in Pakistan’s tribal areas. Muhammad
Amir Rana, Pakistan’s leading security an-
alyst and director of PIPS, estimated that
TTP aspirations were aimed at seeking its
lost legitimacy among the tribes what they
learned from the Pashtun Tahafuz Move-
ment (PTM) nationalist agendas. Howev-
er, the interesting point is about the demand of TTP,
which is less religious and more political.
The Taliban takeover of Kabul left hard policy op-

tions for Islamabad when it was extensively cele-
brated in Pakistan among religiously motivated
groups. Islamabad was required to convince the Af-
ghan Taliban to squelch TTP. However, Pakistan’s
ambivalent approach towards Tehreek Taliban Pa-
kistan paved the way for the resurgent group to
reorganize itself. Resultantly, TTP escalated terror
activities in late 2021 and started challenging se-
curity forces demanding the reversal of the FATA
merger with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. On July 26,
eight Pakistani clerics were sent to Afghanistan to
break the deadlock led by Mufti Taqi Usmani. Yet,
the delegation failed to convince TTP to back from
their demand of the reversal of the FATA merger.
Pakistan’s security policy establishment failed to
handle outlawed TTP as it is negotiating from a
position of strength. This new facet of TTP given
recent developments indicates the reasons behind
their definite stance: (a) failure to convince Afghan
Taliban to squelch TTP, (b) ambivalent approach
towards outlawed terror organization, (c) state’s
shifting policies and narratives, and (d) failure to
counter TTP localization policy and nationalistic as-
pirations. The comeback of TTP in Waziristan will
have serious repercussions on the internal stability
and peace of the country. Neither Pakistan’s econ-
omy can afford such instability, security, or foreign
policy establishment, nor the country’s nationals if
TTP joins hands with the Islamic State-Khorasan
province, which will make it more powerful. Paki-
stan’s security policy establishment needs to out-
reach TTP and redefine its strategy to deal with the
outlawed terror organization.

Mustansar Siam is a writer, columnist,
political commentator and research scholar
at the Department of Political Science,
Government College University, Lahore.

Europe’s fragile
unity 1s fast
passing 1ts

tipping point

Sal Ahmed

In France, the climate
emergency has left water
levels in some rivers at
an all-time low, putting
nuclear power plants out
of commission, which need
water to cool their systems.
In Germany, low water levels
in the Rhine river mean
traffic of industrial goods
has slowed, and barges can
only carry a quarter of their
capacity to ensure they are
grounded on river beds

s Europe is hit by a drought, the worst in 500

years, there’s surprising wisdom coming to the

dry shores, reminding Europeans that their
long-held grandeur might fast evaporate into a delu-
sion. “If you see me, then weep,” reads an inscription
on a ‘hunger stone’, which recently appeared after
water levels fell in the Elbe river in Germany. Found
in European rivers, ‘hunger stones’ are markers from
another time and age indicating water levels during
previous historic droughts - they warn of famine and
hardship, which is likely to follow when these stones
become visible. In what appears to be a Biblical
prophecy coming true, Europe has been gripped by
massive wildfires, the worst drought in 500 years and
record-breaking summer temperatures. The food and
energy crises as a direct result of the Ukraine conflict
are making things worse.
In France, the climate emergency has left water levels in
some rivers at an all-time low, putting nuclear power plants
out of commission, which need water to cool their systems.
In Germany, low water levels in the Rhine river mean traffic
of industrial goods has slowed, and barges can only carry a
quarter of their capacity to ensure they are grounded on riv-
er beds. This has quadrupled shipping costs on the Rhine.
As the Russia-Ukraine conflict hits the six-month mark,
there’s further hardship coming the way of Europe in the
form of an exacerbated energy crisis and divided loyalties
between member countries. Germany has already moved
onto stage three of its gas emergency plan, which means
the country will not have enough gas to provide for both in-
dustry and households. The German government, obligated
by law to provide gas to households, is likely to ration gas
supply to the industry.
While it is not clear to what extent hot water, electric-
ity and heating will be available in countries like Ger-
many, Austria, Italy or Hungary, it is abundantly clear
that the crisis in Europe is pressing at the seams of
European unity. Most European politicians, mindful
of public backlash in their own backyards, are likely
to not introduce strict gas usage regulations on their
own people so that Germans can have a more comfort-
able winter. But Germany’s waning economy is visible
all across Europe. Rampant inflation in the Eurozone
is further widening the cracks in the EU. Should the
European Central Bank raise interest rates, it could
plunge southern Europe into a new sovereign debt cri-
sis akin to the 2010 upheaval. However, should that
happen, many in southern Europe are not sure wheth-
er Germany will be able to bail them out again.
Germany’s industrial base is getting weaker and the pop-
ulation poorer; thousands of tenants have been reaching
out to the renters’ association, asking them to lobby the
government to subsidise energy costs. In the summer,
the German government introduced a populist nine
Euro monthly train ticket valid for country-wide travel
for three months only. That promotion stops at the end
of August, and there are calls to extend it indefinitely,
but the finance minister said there is no budget for that.
In these conditions, if Germany has to bail out Europe-
an countries, there will very likely be mass protests in
the country, putting further pressure on the government
and European unity. It is now a well-assumed idea that
European solidarity is already past its tipping point. But
could the energy crisis coupled with the climate crisis
and global economic slowdown push it to breaking point?
The answer is quite possibly, yes.

Source: TRT World
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POA hails PM decision for
revival of departmental sports

Feder-
Coor-
man

From PaGe 01

transfers based on the MoU
signed between the federal
government and the Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa in 2016. Inciden-
tally, this MoU was signed
during the previous PML-N.
3. For the federal govern-
ment to immediately re-

doctors and the NOC for reasons best
known to them by keeping them from
meeting the Prime Minister”, Khalid said
adding that there is whole team behind
each athlete and each of these dedicated

al Minister of Inter Provincial
dination (IPC) Ehsan ur Reh-
Mazari for facilitating the
athletes and recogniz-
ing the contributions of

ing
de-

ates the Prime Minister for restor-
sports in the governmental
partments that provide athletes
with employment opportuni-
ties, training facilities and

sensitize them about scale
of human tragedy,” the AFzAL JAVED

prime minister wrote on
Twitter. During the meet-

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Olympic Asso-
ciation (POA) has expressed its gratitude

ing, the representatives of
the Economic Affairs Divi-
sion and the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) briefed about cur-
rent status of the challenge
and response. The prime
minister said that the on-
going rain spell had caused

for the announcement of the lifting of the
ban on departmental sports by Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif, saying that the Prime
Minister has taken a big step for the revival
of sports. According to Secretary General
of Pakistan Olympic Association Muham-
mad Khalid Mahmood, the entire family of
Pakistan Olympic Association thanks Prime

other support that enable

athletes to focus on their

athletic development.

He said that all medal-

ists are associated with
the Army Sports Direc-
rate and WAPDA Sports
Board and their con-

X

these athletes along
with his resolve to
recognize the signif-
icance of all stake-
holders working hard
ensure international
ticipation of national

“We how-

t
par-

members contribute in an unmeasurable
manner to help the athlete in achieving
the best possible result. He said that
not to recognize the efforts of these per-
sonnel along with the officials of Army
Sports Directorate, WAPDA Sports Board
and other departments as well as the vol-
unteers working in the National Sports

vive the National Finance
Commission (NFC), so that
these issues can be resolved
more permanently.

4. For the federal govern-
ment to also commit to
immediately engage and
resolve other financial is-

devastation across the coun- = Minister Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif  tinuous support Federations is regrettable as all such of- | sues with the Government
try. The losses, though yet for motivating and extending personal pa- to these athletes has ficials were not made part of the program | ©of Kh}_’ber Pakhtunkhwa.
to be documented, are com- | tronage to the national athletes who have played a significant at the Prime Minister Secretariat. Their ’Ifhgse include bUt. are not
parable to the flash floods of recently represented Pakistan at the Com- role in enabling presence would have encouraged them in limited to; clearing out-

2010, he added. He thanked
the international commu-
nity for their sympathies,
condolences and pledges

monwealth Games and Islamic Solidarity
Games. “This interaction will be a source
of great encouragement for all the Pakistani
athletes”, he said adding that POA appreci-

them to give their best

bring laurels for Pakistan.

The Olympic Family of Paki-
stan appreciates the efforts of

to-
t

o
athletes.
ever disappoint-
e d that the Pakistan
\ Sports Board
(PSB) once again
0

has tried to under-
mine the efforts of the
all-stakeholders like the

Coaches, Federations, the

their resolve to work harder and given an
opportunity to the Prime Minister to get
a broader picture for the sports develop-
ment in Pakistan.

of support. “Together we
will build back better,” he
commented. According to
the PM Office, the inter-
national organizations and
financial institutions had
announced an immediate
assistance of more than
$500 million for the flood
victims on the prime minis-
ter’s appeal. Prime Minister

Benzema sets sights on
Ballon d’Or and World Cup

Shehbaz Sharif also held a
meeting with international
donors to sensitize them
about the prevailing situ-
ation.The representatives
of the World Bank, Asian
Development Bank, interna-
tional financial institutions,
development partners and
donors attended the meet-
ing. The officials of China,
the United States and the
European Union, agencies
of the United Nations and
World Health Organization
also part of the meeting.

PM...

From PacGe 01

Shehbaz said the grant by
the federal government
would help the Sindh gov-
ernment carry out relief
and rehabilitation activi-
ties. He said the coalition
government would make
collective efforts to alleviate
the sufferings of the flood
victims, adding that it would
leave no stone unturned to
facilitate the people who
faced unprecedented loss in
the wake of floods. He men-
tioned that over 900 people
died due to floods in the
last few months, while the
situation incurred a heavy
toll on crops and livestock

NEews DESK

ISTANBUL: For Karim Benzema,
the UEFA men’s player of the year
prize is unlikely to be the last rec-
ognition he receives for his role in
Real Madrid’s memorable run to
Champions League glory last sea-
son. The Ballon d’Or will surely fol-
low in October, before he heads to
the World Cup in Qatar with France
in November and December with
the aim of completing a truly re-
markable career renaissance.

It is not long ago that Benzema, who
will turn 35 the day after the World
Cup final in December, was a pari-
ah, frozen out of the France team
for five and a half years because of
his involvement in a blackmail scan-
dal over a sextape involving his for-
mer teammate Mathieu Valbuena.
The Lyon native went on trial late
last year and was handed a one-
year suspended prison sentence
along with a fine of 75,000 euros
($74,659). In June he decided not
to appeal his conviction, eager to
turn the page and keep the focus on
football. Benzema scored an aston-
ishing 44 goals in 46 games for Real
last season, including 27 in La Liga
as he ended the campaign as the top
scorer in Spain’s top flight by a dis-
tance. But his very best form came
in the Champions League, in which
he was also the leading marksman
with 15 goals in just 12 appearanc-
es. Wearing the captain’s armband,
Benzema scored five times in the

group stage for Carlo Ancelotti’s
side, but the best was to come in
the knockout rounds.

He scored a stunning hat-trick in 17
second-half minutes in the spectac-
ular last-16 comeback win over Paris
Saint-Germain, and another away to
Chelsea in the quarterfinal first leg.
It was also his extra-time goal in the
return leg of that tie that nipped a
Chelsea comeback in the bud, and
he then scored three more goals
over both legs of the semifinal
against Manchester City, including
an extra-time spot-kick in the return
leg at the Santiago Bernabeu which

secured Real’s spot in the final.
“Football is difficult, there are mo-
ments when you are dominated and
have to hang in there. At Madrid we
never give up,” said Benzema.

He was not the standout player in
the final itself, with Vinicius Junior
scoring the only goal of the game
and goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois in
inspired form at the other end.
Courtois was also nominated for the
UEFA prize, along with Manchester
City’s Kevin De Bruyne, but there
was little question of anyone other
than Benzema being crowned.
“What is most important to me is
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win the UEFA Super Cup

long international exile.

to win collective trophies. If you do
things well on the field, individual
awards will follow,” said Benzema.

This season has already started
with Benzema - who was a prodi-
gious young talent at hometown
team Lyon before moving to Real
aged 21 in 2009 - scoring as
Real beat Eintracht Frankfurt to

sinki. The Ballon d’Or should be
next, and then Benzema will set
his sights on the World Cup, a
trophy he missed out on winning
with France in 2018 during his

Maria Khan
tolead
Pakistan in
SAFF C'ship
DNA

LAHORE: Maria Khan
will lead Pakistan in the
South Asian Football Fed-
eration (SAFF) Women
Football Championship,
slated to start on Septem-
ber 6 in Nepal. After con-
ducting trials and training
camp in Lahore later on,
Pakistan's 23-member
squad was named by the
normalization committee.
Led by Maria, Pakistan's
squad includes Mali-
ka-e-Noor (VC), Alina Is-
pahani, Anmol Hira, Atiqa
Nasir, Ghazala Amir,
Hajra Khan, Khadija Ka-
zmi, Maliha Nasir, Marvi
Baig, Mishal Bhatti, Na-
dia Khan, Nisha Ashraf,
Nizalia Siddiqui, Rameen
Fareed, Roshnan Ali, Sa-
har Zaman, Sara Khan,
Shani Shahida, Shanzay
Nazir, Suha Hirani, Syeda
Mahpara and Zulfia Nazir.
Team management: Adee
Rizki (Coach), Walid Khan
(Assistant Coach) and Ah-
sanullah Khan (GK Coach)
Pakistan, India, Bangladesh
and Maldives are placed in
group A whereas hosts Ne-
pal, Sri Lanka and Bhutan
are in group B.

Schedule

Sept 7 - vs India

Sept 10 - vs Bangladesh
Sept 13 - vs Maldives

in Hel-

as well. He directed the re-
lief and rescue staff to be
available round-the-clock
on duties to help the flood
victims. He announced the
disbursement of Rs 25,000
per household through Be-
nazir Income Support Pro-

Wasim Jr ruled
out of Asia Cup

gramme (BISP) starting
Friday and onwards and said

DNA

in one week, around Rs 28
billion would be given to
the affected people. Also,
medical camps are on the
alert to extend treatment to
patients in the flood-hit are-
as, he added. He said Nestle
Pakistan had donated 100
tonnes of clean drinking wa-
ter, of which 80 tonnes and
20 tonnes were to be sup-
plied to the flood victims of
Sindh and Balochistan, re-
spectively.

EU provides...

FroMm PaGe 01

school clustering policy and
continuous professional de-
velopment model for teach-
ers as well as the increased
digitalization of monitoring
systems”, commented the
Ambassador of the European
Union to Pakistan, Dr. Riina
Kionka. “A lot, however, still
remains to be done with an
estimated 6 million children
who are still out of school, of
which over half are girls.

LAHORE: Fast bowler Mohammad Wasim Jnr. has been
ruled out of the ACC T20 Asia Cup due to a left side
strain. He had picked up the injury while
bowling in Pakistan’s prac- tice session on
Wednesday. The bowler was assessed
by the team medical £ staff, and MRI
scan in Dubai con- firmed the
diagnosis.

The findings
were discussed
with the
Medical
E  mittee,

PCB
Advisory Com-
while an inde-
ent review
a specialist
physiothera-
was also
The medical
closely mon-

team  will
itor Wasim’s
rehabilita- tion and his return
to competi- tive cricket will be
reassessed before the England tour to Pakistan. Mean-
while, Hasan Ali, has been named as Wasim’s replace-
ment, which is subject to the Event Technical Commit-
tee’s approval. As soon as the ETC approves Hasan as a
replacement player, the bowler will depart for the UAE.
Hasan Ali was sought as a replacement player by the
team management and the request was accepted by the
chief selector. Hasan had been working on his bowling
in the National High Performance Centre for the past
three weeks and is presently in Rawalpindi, preparing

LAHORE: The Pakistan Junior League
received another shot in the arm as
more than 140 players completed their
registrations for the tournament through
their respective cricket boards as well as
clubs and professional representative
submissions.  The Pakistan Cricket
Board has received a great response
from cricket boards around the world
who wholeheartedly appreciated and
backed this unique concept of provid-
ing emerging cricket stars a world-class
platform for displaying their talent and
skills. South Africa and New Zealand
cricket boards while offering their sup-
port for the PJL were not in a position to
nominate players for the first season as
the event dates clash with the academic
examinations of their eligible players.

PCB has received player entries from
eight Test playing (ICC full member)
boards which include Afghanistan, Aus-
tralia, Bangladesh, England, Ireland, Sri
Lanka, the West Indies and Zimbabwe.
Besides the Test playing nations, the
PCB has also received player nomina-
tions from Austria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Nepal, The Netherlands, Sau-
di Arabia, Singapore, Scotland and the
UAE. Meanwhile, through the PJL social
media campaign more than 2500 videos
were submitted by aspiring cricketers

The videos are being assessed by PCB
coaches and the final list of players se-
lected from the campaign who would
be added to the draft will be shared in
due course. Players born on or after 1
September 2003 are eligible for the PJL
2022 edition. The inaugural edition of
the PJL will be held at the Gaddafi Sta-
dium, Lahore from 6 to 21 October.
The final list of players eligible for the
draft including foreign nominations will
be shared before the draft. PJL Tour-
nament Director Nadeem Khan said on
Friday : “We want to thank the cricket
boards that have backed this unique
concept that will potentially redefine
the junior cricket landscape not only
in Pakistan but around the world. “The
Pakistan Cricket Board is fully focussed

for the National T20, which commences on 30 August.

from all over Pakistan.

Flood-hit hockey turf
restored in two days

After removing the mud and
filth, the turf appeared like new

PESHAWAR: The recently inaugurat-
ed hockey turf hit by heavy flood two
days earlier, has been fully restored,
Deputy Commissioner Swat Junaid
Khan told APP here on Friday. He said
due to heavy rain, the flood is increas-
ing and it badly damaged the areas
including the site of the turf, but with
quick response of TMA teams, hock-
ey players and officials of the district
administration, 2 to 3 feet of mud was
removed along with flood water from
the turf.

He said after removing the mud and
filth, the turf appeared like new. The
deputy commissioner also visited the
site of the newly laid hockey turf that
cost Rs 99.540 million with a double
floor pavilion for spectators. He said

the debris and flood water dumped on
the turf surface were immediately re-
moved and now it was ready.

He said, “The turf needed watering,
which required electricity so the most
suitable place was the city. We can
hold national or international level
events and that was the reason behind
laying the hockey turf at Makan Bagh,
the area which is already famous for
various sporting facilities.” The con-
struction of the hockey ground with
synthetic turf facility is part of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government’s
efforts to promote hockey by expand-
ing facilities in the province, he said,
adding, “The hockey ground will hold
national and international competi-
tions in Swat. We have taken more

measures to ensure the safety of our
people, including those developed for
the youth and for the promotion of
sports in Swat.”

Regional Sports Officer Kashif Farhan
appreciated the officials of the district
administration, TMAs and the hockey
players who worked day and night for
the restoration of the turf and making
sure it is playable again. Kashif said,
“The only plain area inside the city
was selected for laying of artificial turf
because there is no place whatsoever
in Swat where there are no hilly areas.
Swat is a valley and it is famous for var-
ious streams, waterfalls, nullahs, and
hilly areas. “We can not lay such facil-
ities in a village, rather provide such
facilities in the cities to ensure facil-
ities to maximum number of youth.”
He also shared the flooded photos of
the turf and photos of the lush green
surface after completing the cleaning
process in just two-days. — APP

on delivering a quality event that will not

More than 140 foreign
players register for PJL

only provide a platform to teenage stars
but will also inspire millions of children
as well as aspiring cricketers in their ear-
ly to mid-teens. “This event is a poten-
tial game changer for youth cricket and
the strong nominations list received by
the PCB is an indication of the interest
of the cricketing world in the PJL.”

“We appreciate the efforts of the
IPC Minister Ehsan ur Rehman
Mazari who has already expressed
his resolve to work with all stake-
holders for the promotion of Sport
in the country”, Khalid Said adding
that POA is looking forward to this
meeting with the Honorable Minis-
ter IPC in the coming weeks once
he returns from his commitment
and involvement with the flood re-
lief operations. - APP

standing liabilities to the
Pakhtunkwa Pakhtunkhwa
Energy Development Or
ganisation (PEDO); resolv-
ing the issues of energy
wheeling; resolving the
issue of WACOG, and the
availability of natural gas
to the province in line with
Article 158; the financing
of PESCO to develop trans-
mission and distribution
infrastructure in the prov-
ince; and the commitment
of the federal government
to not delay execution of
provincially funded PESCO
and TESCO projects; and
not substituting the Federal
Excise Duty with the Petro-
leum levy without provincial
consent, as this amounts
to unilaterally reducing the
size of provincial transfers
from the total quantum of
federal collections.

Rains death...

From PacGe 01

including a male in D.I. Khan,
a female and four children
in North Waziristan and one
male got injured due to flash
flood in Lower Kohistan. In
Punjab’s District Rajanpur, a
female died due to drowning
in high flow waters. In Sindh,
13 people perished including
two men and two children
died in Shaheed Benazira-
bad, two men and a child
perished in Mitiari, a man
died in Tando Allah Yar, three
women died in Noushero
Feroze and two children died
in Dadu died during various
incidents. There was no inci-
dent or loss to report in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit
Baltistan and Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT). In Gilgit
Baltistan (GB), three roads
were blocked including the
Mujawir Road at Ishkoman
Immit Valley, Hisper Valley
Road and Ahmadabad Valley
due to flash flood where res-
toration work was in progress
as heavy machinery and staff
were deployed on site.

‘Construction ...

FroMm PaGe 01

flood but would also help
store the rainwater, which
could become a valuable
asset. He said that a dam
should be built on Mount
Sulaiman  Hill.  Imran
Khan said that the PTI
government was  plan-
ning to build 10 dams
across the country. “We
can easily store water if
we had dams,” he added.
Imran Khan said that rains
have caused large-scale
damage across the country
including KP. Chairman PTI
directed that Punjab and KP
governments to provide im-
mediate relief to the flood
victims. He said flood victims
should be helped without
discrimination. He said that
Sindh and Balochistan were
the most affected by rains
and floods, adding that the
flood-hit families would not
be left alone in this trying
time. He directed the party’s
volunteers to help and serve
the flood affected people.
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Sadrists call
for judiciary
to suspend
parliament

BAGHDAD: Populist Shiite
cleric Moqtada Sadr’s camp
on Friday refiled a petition
for Iraq’s judiciary to sus-
pend parliament to clear
the way for fresh elections
amid a months-long po-
litical deadlock. A source
within the judiciary said it
would give its response on
Tuesday to the second such
motion within a month sub-
mitted by the Sadrists.

At weekly Friday prayers
near parliament attended
by thousands of Sadr sup-
porters, an aide to the cleric
urged the justice system to
pay heed to his calls.

“I will give you some ad-
vice,” Mohaned al-Mussawi,
a Sadr loyalist, said in a ser-
mon on Friday. “We expect
the judiciary to confirm the
(people’s) rights and give
hope to the people”.

“We will not abandon our
rights,” he added.

The judiciary already said
last Sunday that it lacks the
authority to dissolve parlia-
ment as demanded by Sadr,
who is engaged in a standoff
with Shiite political rivals.
Followers of Sadr, in defi-
ance of the rival pro-Iran Co-
ordination Framework, have
for weeks been staging a sit-
in outside Iraq’s parliament,
after initially storming the
legislature’s interior. On
Tuesday, the Sadrists also
pitched tents outside the
gates of the judicial body’s
headquarters in Baghdad
for several hours. - APP

4 more grain
ships leave
Ukraine

DNA

ANKARA: Four more ships
have left Ukrainian ports
under the Istanbul grain
export deal, the Turkish
National Defense Ministry
said on Friday. A ministry
statement said shipments
from Ukrainian ports are
continuing as planned.
“Five  ships  inspected
(in Istanbul) also left for
Ukraine,” it added.

Tiirkiye, the UN, Russia,
and Ukraine signed an
agreement in Istanbul on
July 22 to resume grain ex-
ports from the Ukrainian
Black Sea ports of Yuzhny,
Chornomorsk and Odesa,
which were halted due to
the Russia-Ukraine war,
now in its seventh month.

A Joint Coordination Center
with officials from the three
countries and the UN has
been set up in Istanbul to
oversee the shipments.

On Thursday, Ukrainian
Infrastructure Minister
Oleksandr Kubrakov said

that since the first ship left
Ukraine under the deal on
Aug. 1, a total of 39 ships
with more than 850,000
tons of agricultural products
have left ports.

Child
marriages
on the rise
in Tanzania

DNA
DAR ES SALAAM: Despite
multiple interventions,

child marriages are rising
in Tanzania, exposing young
girls to sexual exploitation
while denying them the
right to education, officials
have warned. Girls as young
as 14 are being forced into
marriage as the rising cost
of living pushes families to
the edge of survival.

In Tanzania’s northwestern
Shinyanga region, the worst
affected by drought, child
marriages have doubled in
just one year, officials said.
Deus Mhoja, a social wel-
fare officer at the Shinyan-
ga District Council, said 42
incidents of child marriag-
es have been reported be-
tween January and August
this year compared to 19
documented in 2021.

“We have been shocked by
this trend. It suggests the
situation elsewhere is even
worse, as poor parents are
desperate for money,” Mho-
ja told Anadolu Agency.
Tanzanian police last week
rescued a 15-year-old girl
who was due to be mar-
ried off in Shinyanga with
200,000 Tanzanian shil-
lings ($86) and 10 cows
paid as dowry.

The marriage ceremony,
scheduled to take place on
Aug. 16 in the northwest-
ern village of Manyada, was
foiled by the police.

The girl, whose dreams of
becoming a doctor had been
crushed, had no choice but
to heed her father’s wishes.

President Macron wants
to mend ties with Algeria

Algerian President Abdelmad;jid Tebboune had on Thursday hailed “promising
prospects for improving the special partnership” between the two countries

ALGIERS: French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron paid his respects at a European ceme-
tery in Algeria on Friday, the second day of a
visit aimed at turning a “new page” in often
difficult ties. The three-day trip comes after
months of tensions between France and its
former North African colony, which earlier
this year marked 60 years of independence
following 132 years of French rule.

Accompanied by French military officials,
Macron on Friday laid a wreath at a mon-
ument to those who “died for France”, in
the mixed Christian-Jewish Saint Eugene
cemetery which was the main burial ground

in colonial times.

French soldiers sang the Marseillaise as ci-
cadas buzzed in the background.

He later visited the Jewish part of the cem-
etery, accompanied by prominent French
Jews. Later in the day he is set to meet
young Algerian entrepreneurs and discuss
creating a French-Algerian incubator for
digital start-ups, as part of a visit his office
says aims to “rebuild and develop” relations
with a view to the future. Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune had on Thursday
hailed “promising prospects for improving
the special partnership” between the two
countries. During their joint press confer-
ence on Thursday evening, Macron - the

cron

ing
France”.

space.
Ma-

Tebboune withdrew his
country’s ambassador in
response and banned
French military air-
craft from its air-
But

first French president to be born since Al-
gerian independence in 1962 - said that “we
didn’t the choose the past, we inherited it”.
“We must look at it and recognise it, but we
have a responsibility to build our future for
ourselves and our youth,” he said.

Ties between Paris and Al-
giers have seen repeated
crises over the years.
They had been par &
ticularly tense since
last year when Ma-
questioned,
Algeria’s existence
as a nation before
the French occupa
tion and accused thdH
government of fomen ¥
“hatred

towart

cron’s office said he “regretted” the misun-
derstandings caused by his comments, and
his aides believe both sides have moved on,
noting the resumption of normal diplomat-
ic relations and overflights to French army

bases in sub-Saharan Africa.

on France’s co-
in Algeria.
include the

ing eight-

depend-

war which

hun -

of thou-
mostly
rians, dead.
Analysts say Macron’s
comes as Algeria ||
seeking a bigger role
the region, buoyed
surging en-

N

The French president announced Thursday
» evening that the two countries would set
up a joint French-Algerian commis-
Wsion of historians to study archives
lonial

This would
\ devastat-

ergy prices that have filled the coffers of
Africa’s top natural gas exporter.

Macron’s office has said gas is not a ma-
jor feature of the visit - although the head
of French energy firm Engie, Catherine

MacGregor, is in Macron’s delegation.
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The war in Ukraine has sent European na-
tions scurrying to end their dependence
on Russian hydrocarbons, giving Algeria
- Africa’s biggest gas exporter with direct
pipelines to Spain and Italy - renewed clout.
Last month, Italy’s Eni, US major Oc-
cidental, France’s Total and the Algeri-
an group Sonatrach signed a $4 billion,
25-year oil and gas production-sharing
contract that will provide Rome with
“significant volumes of natural gas”,
Tebboune said at the time.

The deal is “good for Italy, it’s good for
Europe and it improves the diversification
of Europe,” Macron told reporters on Fri-
day, dismissing suggestions that Italy and
France were “in competition.” on Thurs-
day Tebboune said he and Macron had dis-
cussed how to bring stability to Libya, the
Sahel region and the disputed territory of
Western Sahara. On Friday he is also set to
visit the iconic Grand Mosque of Algiers be-
fore heading to second city Oran for a stop
focused on the arts. - APP

LONDON: Rights groups have hailed the UK govern-
ment's decision to intervene in the Rohingya case be-
fore the International Court of Justice (ICJ). “The UK
government’s decision to intervene in the (Rohingya)
case sends a strong message of solidarity to the Ro-
hingya people five years since the genocidal attacks
in Rakhine state,” said Kyaw Win, executive director
of the London-based Burma Human Rights Network
(BHRN). “International justice can have a preventa-
tive effect and stop future atrocities by the brutal jun-
ta in Burma,” Win said in a statement.

According to BHRN, 60 countries, including Canada, the
Netherlands, UK, and all 57 members of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), supported the case. Aman-
da Milling, the British minister for Asia, confirmed the
UK's intention to intervene in the IC] case between the
Gambia and Myanmar on Thursday. On July 22, the IC]
rejected Myanmar's preliminary objections to Gambia's
case filed in November 2019 under the International
Genocide Convention for alleged genocide against ethnic
Rohingya in Rakhine State, with a focus on military oper-
ations launched in October 2016 and August 2017.

In January 2020, the ICJ unanimously issued provisional
measures of protection for the Rohingya people, requiring
Myanmar to ensure that the military and other security forc-
es do not commit acts of genocide. On Thursday, the Rohing-
ya, who the UN calls the world's most persecuted people,
and their allies commemorated five years of "Genocide Re-
membrance Day" and their forcible exodus from the Rakhine
state. According to BHRN data, nearly 600,000 Rohingya
people are still trapped in the Rakhine state "under a system
of discriminatory laws and policies that amount to crimes
against humanity and ongoing genocide." - DNA
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Indonesia has managed

~ to tackle inflation

Complete vaccination
mandatory for travelers

JAKARTA: Foreign nationals traveling within Indonesia (PPDN) aged 18 years and
above are now required to receive complete COVID-19 vaccination or two doses of
the coronavirus vaccine. This requirement has been laid down in the Task Force
Circulation Letter No. 24 of 2022 on PPDN during the COVID-19 pandemic, which
was issued on August 25, 2022. According to Point 3b of the circular received on
Friday, complete vaccination is mandatory for foreign nationals, aged 18 years and
above, undertaking travel within Indonesia. The letter also lays down an addition-
al requirement, described in Point 3¢, which states that domestic travelers aged
6—17 years returning from international travel will be exempt from the vaccination
mandate. Task force will also slap a penalty in accordance with the law on those
who forge medical certificates, which are a requirement for travel. — (Antara)

ANTARA

JAKARTA: Coordinating
Minister for Economic Af-
fairs Airlangga Hartarto has
said that Indonesia has man-
aged to better handle do-
mestic inflation compared
to other countries.

"The world's challenges
do not stop here: we are
entering the perfect storm
named 5C. The 5C is a COV-
ID-19 pandemic that has not
yet been completed. Next is
the conflict in Ukraine and
Russia that has an impact
on Indonesia,” he observed
at the University of Pelita
Harapan (UPH) Festival
here on Friday.

The next challenge would
be climate change, then
commodities or rising com-
modity and energy prices,
as well as the rising cost of
living, he said. In the United
States, inflation has reached
8.5 percent, while inflation
in European countries has
crossed 9 percent. Mean-

while, inflation in Singapore
has reached 9 percent.

"Well, in Indonesia, inflation
until June 2022 was still
4.9 percent. Indonesia has
succeeded in dealing with
inflation, supported by the
government's budget in the
state budget," he explained.
He said that for 2022, the
budget for fuel subsidies
has been set at Rpb502
trillion, and the budget

for handling COVID-19 at
Rp600 trillion to Rp900
trillion per year.

In the next 10 years, In-
donesia will reap a demo-
graphic bonus, Minister
Hartarto added. Indonesia
will enjoy the demographic
bonus until 2035.

"Our history records that In-
donesia's per capita income
was US$2 thousand, while
now it is US$4 thousand.

We must move out of the
middle-class category in the
next few years by increasing
the per capita income. This
is a challenge for you, the
students,” he said.
According to Hartarto, one
of the efforts that can be
taken to change the situa-
tion is digital transforma-
tion. And students, he said,
have an important role in
digital transformation.
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High Commission and met with Wendy Gilmour, High Commissioner of Canada to Pakistan. — APP

Azerbaijani troops
stationed in Lachin
city of Karabakh

BAKU: The Azerbaijani army has been deployed to the strate-
gic city of Lachin in Karabakh, the country’s President I[lham
Aliyev announced on Friday. "Today, on 26 August, we - the
Azerbaijanis - have returned to the city of Lachin," Aliyev said
on Twitter. "Azerbaijan's Army is now stationed in the city of
Lachin. The villages of Zabukh and Sus were taken under con-
trol," he added. Aliyev also congratulated all the residents of
Lachin and the people of Azerbaijan on this occasion. "Long
live Lachin! Long live Azerbaijan!" the president said. A video
on social media showed that Azerbaijan's flag has been raised
on a building in the city center of Lachin.

Accompanied by a group of soldiers, Maj. Gen. Kanan
Seyidov, the commander of the army corps, said that the
Azerbaijani army has taken full control of the city of La-
chin, as well as Zabukh and Sus villages, in line with the
directives of the president. Lachin lies on the route between
the city of Khankendi in Karabakh and Armenia. Russian
peacekeepers and the Armenian population have left the
areas along the route known as the Lachin Corridor, where
Lachin, Zabuh, and Sus are located. The area was tempo-
rarily put under Russian control in line with the tripartite
declaration signed by Moscow, Baku and Yerevan on Nov.
10, 2020, following 44 days of the second Karabakh War
between Azerbaijan and Armenia. - DNA

Mehrihan Aliyeva — symhol of kindness, humanism

The Heydar Aliyev Foundation, which started operations under the leadership of First Lady Mehriban
Aliyeva in 2004, provides unparalleled services towards the realization of the ideas of Heydar Aliyev
and the recognition of the rich heritage of statehood of this genius personality in the entire world

DNA

BAKU: The First Vice-Pres-
ident of the Republic of
Azerbaijan Mehriban Aliye-
va celebrates her birthday.
Founder of “Azerbaijani Cul-
ture Foundation” and “Azer-
baijan - Heritage” magazine,
which is published in three
languages (Azerbaijani,
English and Russian) in or-
der to widely promote the
Azerbaijani culture Mehrib-
an Aliyeva was elected as
President of Azerbaijan
Gymnastics Federation in
October 2002.

Mehriban Aliyeva has head-
ed the Heydar Aliyev Foun-
dation since 2004, which
was founded to study the
rich political legacy and pro-
mote the national statehood
ideas of national leader of
Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev.
In August 2004, Mehriban
Aliyeva was named Good-
will Ambassador of UNES-

CO for her role in protec-
tion and development of
Azerbaijan’s intangible folk
literature and national mu-
sical legacy.

In December 2004, Mehrib-
an Aliyeva was elected as a
member of the Executive
Committee of NOC at the
4th General Assembly of
the National Olympic Com-
mittee (NOC) of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan.

Mehriban Aliyeva has been
a member of the New
Azerbaijan Party’s Political
Council since 2004, and
deputy chairman of the
party since 2013 and was
elected as a Member of Par-
liament at the third, fourth
and fifth convocation of the
Milli Mejlis of the Republic
of Azerbaijan respectively in
2005, 2010 and 2015.
Having received an academ-
ic degree of PhD in Philos-
ophy in 2005, Mehriban
Aliyeva was also named
Goodwill Ambassador of

ISESCO for her outstand-
ing contribution to human-
itarian area, including the
development of dialogue
among civilizations and

cultures, promotion of Is-
lamic cultural legacy and

for her tremendous role
in addressing problems of
children with special needs
in November 2006, At the
4th Congress of the World
Azerbaijanis held in Baku in
June 2016, Mehriban Aliye-

va was elected as a member
of the World Azerbaijanis
Coordination Board.

On February 21, 2017,
Mehriban Aliyeva was ap-
pointed as First Vice-Pres-
ident of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. This terminat-
ed her power as a Mem-
ber of Parliament of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on
March 6, 2017. Mehriban
Aliyeva, who is the author
of many projects aimed at
the social wellbeing of the
people, carries the name
of the First Lady with
honor and presents to the
world the proud image of
the contemporary Azerbai-
jani woman. Azerbaijan’s
First Lady is an exemplary
image of the woman for
Muslim women.

The Heydar Aliyev Founda-
tion, which started opera-
tions under the leadership
of First Lady Mehriban Al-
iyeva in 2004, provides un-
paralleled services towards

the realization of the ideas
of Heydar Aliyev the Nation-
al Leader of Azerbaijan and
the recognition of the rich
heritage of statehood of this
genius personality in the
entire world. Revival and in-
creased scale of Azerbaijani
people’s traditions of chari-
ty have been possible based
directly on the personal ex-
ample provided by the Pres-
ident of the Heydar Aliyev
Foundation. She is national
with all of her decisions: she
serves the progress of her
motherland and works tire-
lessly for the sake of devel-
opment of his country’s cul-
ture, education and sport.
The schools, healthcare and
medical facilities that were
built or renovated even in
the most outlying parts of
Azerbaijan through the Hey-
dar Aliyev Foundation can
be an example of this. A lot
of programs and projects
have been implemented for
this purpose.

DNA

WASHINGTON: The United
States said Friday it will cre-
ate a position of Arctic ambas-
sador to step up diplomacy as
Russia and China increase
their presence in waters
opened up by climate change.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken will soon name an
ambassador-at-large who will
engage with other Arctic
nations, indigenous groups
and other stakeholders,
State Department spokes-
man Vedant Patel said.

“An Arctic region that is
peaceful, stable, prosperous
and cooperative is of critical
strategic importance to the
United States and a priority
for Secretary Blinken,” Patel
said. Warming has been ris-
ing in the Arctic at levels well
beyond the rest of the planet,
raising the prospect that once
impenetrable waterways will
open up for both commercial
and military vessels.

Russia has been stepping up
its presence near the North
Pole, both with submarines
and warplanes, while China
has been building Arctic
research stations, widely
seen as a prelude to a larg-
er presence. Blinken, at an
Arctic Council meeting last
year in Iceland, said that
nations in the region had a
“responsibility” to ensure
“peaceful cooperation.”
The announcement of the
new position of US ambas-
sador-at-large comes as sev-
eral days of talks open in
Greenland on Arctic affairs.

Moderna

sues Pfizer,
BioNTech

WASHINGTON: Moderna
said Friday it is suing rival
vaccine makers Pfizer and
BioNTech, alleging the part-
ners infringed on its patents
in developing their Covid-19
shot administered to hun-
dreds of millions around the
world. The lawsuits set up
a high-stakes showdown be-
tween the leading manufac-
turers of Covid-19 shots that
are a key tool in the fight
against the disease.
“Moderna believes that Pfiz-
er and BioNTech’s Covid-19
vaccine Comirnaty infringes
patents Moderna filed be-
tween 2010 and 2016 cover-
ing Moderna’s foundational
mRNA technology,” the US-
based biotech firm said in
a statement. “This ground-
breaking technology was
critical to the development
of Moderna’s own mRNA
Covid-19 vaccine, Spikevax.
Pfizer and BioNTech copied
this technology, without Mod-
erna’s permission, to make
Comirnaty,” Moderna added.
US-based Pfizer said it has
not received the lawsuit and
declined to speak further,
while Germany’s BioNTech
did not immediately reply to
a request for comment.

The mRNA technology used
in the Moderna and Pfiz-
er-BioNTech shots differs
from that in traditional vac-
cines, which rely on inject-
ing weakened or dead forms
of a virus to allow the im-
mune system to recognize it
and build antibodies.
Instead, mRNA vaccines
deliver instructions to cells
to build a harmless piece of
the spike protein found on
the surface of the virus that
causes Covid-19. After creat-
ing this spike protein, cells
can recognize and fight the
real virus, hailed as a major
advancement in develop-
ment of vaccines. - APP

: ’
Thailand’s un-
employment
rate falls
in Q2
BANGKOK: Thailand’s un-
employment rate dropped to
1.37 percent in the second
quarter of 2022 from 1.53
percent in the previous quar-
ter, official data showed on
Friday. The rate was the low-
est since the COVID-19 pan-
demic started in the country,
fuelled by the continuing
economic recovery, the Of
fice of the National Econom-
ic and Social Development

Council said in a report.

The number of people in
the labor force amounted
to 39 million in the second
quarter of 2022, represent-
ing a 3.1 percent year-on-
year increase mainly due to
a growth in non-agricultural
employment, such as in re-
tail and transportation, ac-
cording to the report.

The working hours have also
increased steadily, approach-
ing the pre-pandemic level,
the report said. However, the
agency noted that employ-
ment in both the construction
industry and hotel/restaurant
industry has decreased due
to economic uncertainties
and slow recovery of the tour-
ism industry. - APP
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ISLAMABAD: The registrar
office Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday formally
sent show-cause notice to
the address of PTI's Chair-
man Imran Khan in a con-
tempt case pertaining his
threatening remarks about
woman additional session
judge. According to the
notice, Imran Khan gave
threatening and disgraceful
statement against woman
judge in his speech. The
PTI chief had given the
statement when the case
was being heard by ITHC.

It seemed that the PTI head
had given this statement to
influence the court proceed-
ing and get favorable ver-
dict. Imran Khan had tried
to create hurdle in way of
justice through his speech,
it added. The show-cause
notice had asked the PTI
chairman to appear before
court on August 31, in per-
sonal capacity and explain
that why a contempt of
court proceeding shouldn’t
be initiated against him.

It may be mentioned here
that a larger bench headed
by Justice Mohsin Akhter
Kayani and comprising of
Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb and Justice
Baber Sattar had ordered
to serve a show-cause no-
tice to PTI head. - APP

India deports
Emmy-
nominated
US journalist

DNA

NEW DELHI: The family of
an American journalist of In-
dian-origin has alleged that
he was deported to New
York soon after he landed in
Delhi on Wednesday night.
Angad Singh, who produc-
es documentaries for Vice
News, was on a personal
visit to India, his mother
Gurmeet Kaur said. Mr Sin-
gh, who has made documen-
taries on India’s Covid crisis
and farmers’ protests, was
not given any reason why
he was being sent back. The
Indian government is yet to
comment on the issue.
“Angad sent a message after
he landed at the interna-
tional airport in Delhi,” Ms
Kaur told BBC Punjabi’s
Arshdeep Kaur. “Around
15 minutes later, he sent
another message that immi-
gration officials had confis-
cated his passport. Then, he
was deported,” she added.
Mr Singh’s family says that
his work focuses on people’s
movements in various coun-
tries and that he has made
documentaries on protests
in many countries, including
in Sri Lanka, Hong Kong,
Myanmar, India and Paki-
stan. In India, he covered
protests by farmers against
agricultural laws - which
were later repealed by the
government - and made a
documentary on Shaheen
Bagh, an iconic protest site
in Delhi that became a sym-
bol of the widespread agita-
tion against the country’s
controversial  Citizenship
(Amendment) Act.

Air strike
hits capital of

Tigray region

DNA

ADDIS ABABA: An Ethiopi-
an air strike hit the capital
of Tigray on Friday killing
four people, including two
children, rebel spokespeo-
ple and humanitarian sourc-
es said, as the government
vowed to “take action”
against military targets in
the war-torn region.
Reports of an air strike
on Mekele came just days
after ground fighting re-
sumed between govern-
ment forces and rebels
after a five-month lull,
ending a truce and dashing
hopes of peace talks.
Kibrom Gebreselassie,
chief clinical director at
Mekele’s Ayder Referral
Hospital -~ the region’s
largest medical facility -
told AFP that four people
had died “by the time they
arrived (at) the hospital”.
“Two of the dead are chil-
dren,” he said in a message,
adding that nine others were
injured in the bombing.

‘
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SUKKUR: PM Shehbaz Sharif interacts with flood affected families of Sukkur at Flood Relief Camp in Government Comprehensive School. — DNA

Extrajudicial killing: Pak
summons Indian diplomat

Pakistan seeks a credible post-mortem report to determine the cause of death

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Friday sum-
moned the Indian Charge d’Affaires in
Islamabad to foreign ministry to lodge a
strong protest on the extra-judicial killing of
a Pakistani civil prisoner by Indian Occupa-
tion Forces in a fake encounter in the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

The Indian forces had extrajudicially killed Pa-
kistani prisoner, Muhammad Ali Hussain, who
had been jailed in Kot Bhalwal Prison in the
IIOJK since 2006. The Indian diplomat was
told that Hussain’s death under mysterious

circumstances at a location away from the pris-
on, had once again substantiated Pakistan’s
long-standing position that Indian Occupation
Forces in the IIOJK are routinely involved in
undertaking choreographed attacks and ex-
trajudicial killings of Pakistani and Kashmiri
prisoners.He was also reminded of the case of
Zia Mustafa, another Pakistani prisoner, who
was murdered by Indian authorities in a simi-
lar fake encounter last year.

It was underscored that the narrative be-
ing spun that Muhammad Ali Hussain had
allegedly attacked the security forces and
attempted to escape when he was being tak-
en to a suspected weapons’ smuggling site

was not only fallacious but deceptive, the
Foreign Office spokesperson said.

He said the reality was that Hussain’s death
was nothing but cold-blooded murder. Paki-
stan’s serious concerns over the safety, se-
curity and well-being of other Pakistani pris-
oners in Indian custody were also raised.
While outright rejecting the implausible
explanation proffered in the case of Mu-
hammed Ali Hussain, Pakistan has de-
manded that the Indian government must
immediately share the details of this par-
ticular incident.Pakistan sought a credible
post-mortem report to determine the cause
of death and undertake a transparent in-

vestigation to bring to account whoever is
responsible for the murder of the Pakistani
prisoner.“Government of India has also
been called upon to ensure prompt and ex-
peditious repatriation of the mortal remains
of the deceased to Pakistan, as per the wish-
es of his family,,” the spokesperson added.
Pakistan also reiterates its call to the inter-
national community to hold India account-
able for its gross and systematic violations
of international humanitarian law and en-
sure that Pakistani and Kashmiri prisoners
under Indian custody are not expended as
cannon fodder in the execution of India’s
nefarious designs in the IIOJK.

China conducts fresh
military drills around Taiwan

BEIJING: China has reportedly conducted military exercises around Taiwan as ten-
sions grow over US provocations, including visits by top American officials to Taipei.
Chinese state broadcaster CCTYV, citing a spokesman for China’s People’s Liberation
Army Eastern Theatre Command, reported on Friday that the drills are part of the
routinized military operations put in place in response to the new situation in the Tai-
wan Strait. Recent visits by US officials to Taiwan have provoked China’s anger, with
Beijing calling them Washington’s direct interference in its internal affairs. China has
repeatedly warned that any threat against its territorial integrity is playing with fire
and will be faced with the Beijing government’s firm response. The military drills
were carried out while Taiwan is pressing ahead with a plan to significantly increase
its military budget for the next year. Taipei on Thursday unveiled a military budget
of $19.41 billion — nearly 15 percent of total government expenditure — for 2023,
proposed by Taiwanese president Tsai Ing-wen’s cabinet. The proposed budget needs
approval by the island’s parliament. According to Taiwan’s Directorate-General of
Budget, Accounting and Statistics, the total budget includes funding for new fighter

jets and other equipment to enhance naval and air capabilities.

Russia destroys
US-made howitzer

MOSCOW: Russia’s Defense Ministry says its
forces have destroyed a US-made M777 howit-
zer gun which Kiev forces had used on a daily
basis to shell the Russian-controlled Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear plant located in southeast-
ern Ukraine. “During the last 24 hours, the
Zaporizhzhia nuclear power plant was shelled
twice by Ukrainian troops with large-caliber
artillery pieces. As a result of the shelling,
four munitions exploded in the area of the
oxygen and nitrogen station, and one more in
the area of the special building No. 1, ” Igor
Konashenkov, an official representative of

- DNA

the Defense Ministry, said at a daily briefing
on Friday. Konashenkov noted that the Rus-
sian units managed to pinpoint and destroy
the position of the US-made howitzer used
by Ukrainian forces, from where the nucle-
ar power plant came under artillery gunfire.
The Russian ministry spokesman added that
the howitzer had been positioned west of the
town of Marganets in Ukraine’s Dnipropetro-
vsk region. Moscow has reprimanded Kiev
for ordering Ukrainian forces to stage artil-
lery attacks striking the nuclear power plant,
describing the move as “nuclear terrorism.”
Zaporizhzhia, Europe’s largest nuclear power
plant, came under Russian control in March,
though it is still operated by Ukrainian techni-
cians working for Energoatom. - DNA

Vienna talks at final
stages, says Iran FM

NEews DEsk

TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian says talks to revive
the 2015 nuclear deal and remove sanctions
against Tehran are at the “final stages” but
the United States needs to adopt a realis-
tic approach. In a meeting with President
of Zanzibar Hussein Mwinyi on Friday,
Amir-Abdollahian said the outstanding issues
in talks to revive the deal, known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), can
be resolved if the US acts realistically. The
United States, under former president Don-
ald Trump, abandoned the agreement in May
2018 and reinstated unilateral sanctions that
the agreement had lifted.

The talks to salvage the agreement kicked
off in the Austrian capital of Vienna in April
last year, months after Joe Biden succeeded
Trump, with the intention of examining Wash-
ington’s seriousness in rejoining the deal and
removing its anti-Iran sanctions. Despite nota-
ble progress, the US indecisiveness and pro-
crastination caused multiple interruptions in
the marathon talks. Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raeisi said on Sunday that his administration
would not give up on the nation’s rights in any
negotiations, in a clear allusion to the ongoing
talks on the JCPOA revival.

He said the Iranian administration “will not

tie people’s livelihood to any external factor
and will persevere in its effort to solve the
problems facing the country and people.”
Elsewhere in the meeting, Amir-Abdollahi-
an, who is on a three-nation tour of Africa,
submitted an official invitation from Iran’s
President Raeisi to Mwinyi to visit Tehran.
He said Iran is one of the world’s leading
countries in medicine, hi-tech industries,
and other sciences, adding that Tehran is
ready to share its know-how and technolo-
gy with African countries. The top Iranian
diplomat also voiced Iran’s readiness for co-
operation in oil and gas extraction. For his
part, Mwinyi expressed Zanzibar’s interest
in investment and trade with Iran, saying
his country enjoys great capacities in ma-
rine industries and fisheries.

“They (Qatar) also showed their interest to invest in Paklstan s capital market”

KuayAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and
Revenue Miftah Ismail Friday said the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) would
release the tranche (worth US$1.17 bln) to
Pakistan after its board meeting on Monday.
Addressing a press conference here, the
minister said Pakistan had already fulfilled
all the requirements of the IMF and it is
very likely that the board would approve
the release of tranche on Monday (August
29). He said now the $4 billion gap had
been bridged as Qatar, UAE, and Saudi Ara-
bia had also assured new investments and
facility of getting oil on deferred payment
for Pakistan. The minister said the visit of
PM to Qatar remained successful as Qatar
had agreed to make $3 billion investment in
Pakistan’s various sectors.

Further he also made it clear that there
was not discussion or agreement of selling
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) or
Roosevelt Hotel to Qatar saying that it was
interested in getting only the management
control of Pakistan’s big airports.

Qatar is also taking interest to invest in
Pakistan’s sea ports, LNG plants for which
the prime minister had advised to hire
an international advisor to get the actual

price estimation, he said adding that Qatar
was also interested to invest in large scale
solar firms. “The government is intended
to install solar power plants with capacity
of 8000 MW, as the solar energy would
help generating cheaper electricity for the
consumers”, he added.

“They (Qatar) also showed their interest to

invest in Pakistan’s capital market.” The
minister informed that Saudi Arabia had an-
nounced $1 billion investment in Pakistan
along with providing oil on deferred pay-
ment. Similarly, he said UAE had also an-
nounced to invest primarily in government’s
shares worth $1 billion. With respect to the
public concerns over extra electricity bills

this month, the finance minister said the
prime minister was very much worried over
hike in the electricity bills.

On IMF pressure we had to raise the pric-
es of electricity for all kinds of consumers,
he said adding that in May, the electricity
demand was on peak due to unprecedented
hot weather condition and for this reason
the government had to run even the most
expensive power plants run by the furnace
oil which cost around Rs 59 per unit.

He said the impact of that month’s fuel
price adjustment (FCA) was showed in cur-
rent month. He said on the PM’s advice,
he talked to the IMF that Pakistan govern-
ment would protect those consuming up to
200 units of electricity a month. He said
the IMF had agreed to the Pakistan’s re-
quest in this regard. Miftah Ismail added
that 56% or 17.1 million out of around 30
million electricity consumers would be ex-
empted from the fuel adjustment. He said
the government would have to bear Rs 20
billion cost in this regard.

He asked the such consumers not to pay the
current bills as a new bill would be issued
soon in which there would be no FCA.

He informed that the PM had formed anoth-
er committee which would deliberate upon
giving FCA exemption to those consuming
200 to 300 units of electricity.

Rupee
extends

losses
against
dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan ru-
pee on Friday depreciated
by Rs 1.24 against the US
dollar in the interbank trad-
ing and closed at Rs 220.65;
against the previous day’s
closing of Rs 219.41.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP),
the buying and selling rates
of dollars in the open mar-
ket were recorded at Rs 228
and Rs 230 respectively.
The price of Euro increased
by 74 paisa and closed at Rs
220.04 against the last day’s
closing of Rs 219.30.

The Japanese Yen gained
one paisa to close at Rs 1.61,
whereas an increase of 34
paisa was witnessed in the
exchange rate of the British
Pound, which was traded at
Rs 260.11 as compared to
its last closing of Rs 259.77.
The exchange rates of Emir-
ates Dirham and Saudi Riyal
increased by 37 paisa each
to close at Rs 60.07 and Rs
58.75 respectively. - APP

Ambassador
of Somalia

calls on ITIUI

President

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of the Federal Republic of
Somalia, Shirwa Abdullahi
Ibrahim called on Dr. Hath-
al Homoud Alotaibi, Presi-
dent, International Islamic
University, Islamabad (ITUI)
at his office at Faisal Masjid
campus on Friday.

During the meeting issues
pertaining to mutual inter-
ests including promotions of
education and enhancement
of educational ties between
higher education institu-
tions of both countries were
discussed. The Somalian
Ambassador lauded IIUI
for its services to promote
higher education and also
appreciated the universi-
ty’s vision of disseminating
peace and tolerance.

He assured that he will be
happy to strengthen bilat-
eral educational ties be-
tween IIUI and Somalian
universities. He said IIUI
is a source of attraction for
a large number of students
in Somalia. He thanked the
IIUI President for taking a
very good care of the Soma-
lian students at ITUIL

IIUI President apprised
the Ambassador of the uni-
versity’s scope, vision, new
strategic plan, international
students, recent activities
and history. He said ITUI
is eager to welcome and fa-
cilitate more Somalian stu-
dents. He opined that ITUI
has a diversified cultural
environment where a large
number of countries be-
ing represented by foreign
students. Dr. Hathal also
briefed honorable Ambassa-
dor about the role of IIUI in
maintaining peace and qual-
ity higher education. - APP

Iran slams
Israel refusal
to join NPT

DNA

TEHRAN: A senior Iranian
diplomat has denounced Is-
rael’s continued refusal to
join the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT),
stressing that establishing
a Middle East region free
of nuclear weapons is of ut-
most importance.

Iran’s ambassador and per-
manent representative to
the United Nations, Majid
Takht-Ravanchi, made the
remarks while speaking
to reporters on Friday on
the sidelines of the Tenth
Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nucle-
ar Weapons held at the UN
headquarters in New York.
“The issue of the Middle
East as a region free of nu-
clear weapons is one of the
important discussions... be-
cause the Israeli regime, as
the only possessor of hun-
dreds of nuclear warheads, is
not ready to join the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and
place its nuclear facilities
under the supervision of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency,” he said. He added
that Israel’s refusal to join
the NPT comes as some
countries are cooperating
with the regime and have
always supported it. He not-
ed that Iran seeks to reach
a consensus with the partic-
ipants at the current NPT
review conference but it has
principles and certain meas-
ures must be carried out.
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