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Govt fully
believes
inpress
freedom

DNA
ISLAMABAD:

Minister
for Infor-
mation and
Broadcasting
Marriyum
Aurangzeb
on Friday
said optimum steps for pro-
motion of journalism in the
country were being taken
as current coalition govern-
ment fully believed in the
freedom of press. During
a meeting with delegation
of Murree Press Club, she
said that restrictions were
imposed on the media by
previous government. She
said it was “the darkest peri-
od for the media” as journal-
ists voice was silenced and
their live programs were
halted by previous regime.
In the meeting, importance
of Murree from tourism
perspective, Murree Press
Club and other important is-
sues, were discussed in the
meeting. She said : “Murree
is a well-known hill station
of the country where mil-
lions of tourists come for
sightseeing.”

Khagan
opposes
video, audio
leaks

NAzIr SiyAL

KARACHI: Former prime
minister
and PML-N
leader Sha-
hid Khaqgan
Abbasi said
on  Friday
that he was not in the fa-
vour of leaking people’s
videos or audios. In an
interview with a private
news channel in Karachi,
he said there was nothing
to cheer about as such inci-
dents were a cause of con-
cern. Commenting on the
acquittal of PML-N Vice
President Maryam Nawaz
in Avenfield reference by
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC), he said this was
proof of the fact that the
National  Accountability
Bureau (NAB) had filed
thousands of ‘fake’ cases
against politicians, and

it was high time that the
former NAB chairman be
asked as to on whose or-
ders, he had done so.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.
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PM thanks
UAE for flood

reliet support =

Talking to Ambassador, PM says Pakistan
committed to further deepen ties with UAE

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the United
Arab Emirates, Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem
Al-Zaabi, called on Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif. The Prime Minister
reaffirmed the importance Pakistan attached
to its fraternal relations with the UAE and
extended best wishes for the continued pro-
gress and prosperity of the brotherly people
of the UAE. The Prime Minister highlighted
the extensive devastation caused by the re-
cent floods across Pakistan and the response
of the Government to address the dire sit-
uation. In this regard, the Prime Minister
expressed gratitude for the relief assistance
provided by the UAE for the flood-stricken
people and for establishing an air corridor to
provide humanitarian assistance.

The Prime Minister added that Pakistan was
committed to further deepen its relations
with the United Arab Emirates in all areas
of common interest. Pakistan and the UAE
enjoy close fraternal ties for five decades
that are rooted firmly in common belief and
shared values and culture. The UAE is Paki-
stan’s largest trading partner in the Middle
East and a major source of investments. It
may be mentioned here that the UAE hap-
pens to be the only country that had made
an air bridge to airlift relief goods from UAE
to various parts of Pakistan.

PM seeks
Japanese
Investment

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif says Pakistan wants Japanese in-
vestment in solar energy, clean drinking
water, wastewater and logistics sectors.
He was talking to a delegation of Japa-
nese companies in Pakistan led by Par-
liamentary Deputy Minister for Econo-
my, Trade and Industry of Japan Satomi
Ryuji who called on him in Islamabad
on Friday. The Prime Minister said Paki-
stan is rapidly moving towards harness-
ing renewable energy sources like solar,
wind and hydel, as the huge foreign ex-
change spent on importing oil, gas and
other expensive fuels is an unbearable
burden on our economy. He said Paki-
stan is starting a project to generate
10,000 megawatts of electricity from
solar energy on an emergency basis. For
this purpose, the govt has not only pre-
pared an effective investment plan, but
a pre-bid conference of all stakeholders
has also been organized.

CJP should not give
political advice: Baber

AL1 FUrQaN

ISLAMABAD: The central leader of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf and former Law Minis-
ter Dr. Babar Awan has said that Chief Jus-
tice Umar Atta Bandyal should avoid giving
political advice to political parties.

In a special interview given to VOA’s Ali
Furqgan in Islamabad, he said that ‘political
decisions are not made by courts but by po-
litical parties.” Babar Awan said, “At pres-
ent, Imran Khan is leading Pakistan’s big-
gest political struggle and his party has the
right to take the decisions in this regard.”
He said this while replying a question re-
garding PTI’s demand for investigations on
cipher by Supreme Court, while the Chief

Justice had asked PTI to go back to the
Parliament and play its role, Babar Awan
said that he thanks Chief Justice Umar Atta
Bandial for this advice, but political deci-
sions are not made by courts, but by polit-
ical parties. It should be noted that Chief
Justice Umar Atta Bandial while addressing
a conference last week said that Tehreek-e-
Insaf should go to the Parliament and play
its role by withdrawing their resignations.

PTI central leader has also rejected the
investigation conducted by the govern-
ment on cipher and demanded that the
matter should be investigated by the Su-
preme Court. He said that PTI would think
of returning to the National Assembly

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of France Nicolas Galey calls on State
Minister for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar. —- DNA

<7 L

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the Unitéd Aab Emiates, Hamad Obaid Ibrahim

Salem Al-Zaabi, calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. — DNA

" Petroleum )
prices
reduced

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Government
on Friday reduced petro-
leum prices for the next
fortnight, in the first major
announcement after Ishaq
Dar’s appointment as For-
eign Minister. The newly
appointed foreign minister,
while addressing a press
conference, announced that
the price of petrol will be
reduced by Rs 12.63, while
the diesel prices have been
reduced by Rs 12.13. Mean-
while, light diesel price
@ets reduced by Rs 10.78./

Palestinian
Flag Day
celebrated

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy
of the State of Palestine in
Pakistan celebrated the Pal-
estinian Flag Day, where the
flag of the State of Palestine
was raised in conjunction
with the playing of the Pal-
estinian national anthem.
The State of Palestine began
celebrating this day after
President Mahmoud Abbas
raised the flag of the State of
Palestine at the UN on Sep
30, 2015, following the ap-
proval of the General Assem-
bly on the 11th of the same
month to raise the flag at the
United Nations building and
headquarters in New York.

In his speech, Ahmed Jawad
Rabi’i, Ambassador of the
State of Palestine to Paki-
stan, stressed that the flag of
Palestine is baptized with the
blood of thousands of martyrs
and wounded and is a symbol
of the Palestinian struggle for
independence.In his speech,
he valued Pakistan's histori-
cal position in support of Pal-
estinian people's struggle for
freedom, independence and
the establishment of their
independent state with Jeru-

salem as its capital.

CENTRELINE REPORT

ZAPORIZHZHIA: President Vladimir Putin proclaimed
Russia’s annexation of a swath of Ukraine on Friday in a
speech at the Kremlin but the event was overshadowed by
one of Russia’s worst battlefield defeats of the war, with
one of its main garrisons surrounded. “People living in Lu-
hansk, Donetsk, Kherson region and Zaporizhzhia region
are becoming our compatriots forever,” Putin told a crowd
of officials in a ceremony in an ornate hall. “We will defend

Ukraine applies

for urgent NATO
membership

our land with all our strength and all our means,” he said,

calling on “the Kyiv regime to immediately cease hostilities
and return to the negotiation table”. Putin’s proclamation of
Russian rule over 15% of Ukraine - the biggest annexation
in Europe since World War Two - has been firmly rejected
by Western countries and even many of Russia’s close al-
lies. U.N. General Secretary Antonio Guterres called it an
illegal violation of the U.N. charter. It comes as Russian
forces have faced setbacks on the battlefield, with one of
the worst so far looming even as Putin spoke. Pro-Russian
officials acknowledged that Russian troops were on the
verge of encirclement in Lyman, their main garrison in

Continued on Page 06

News DEsk

KYIV: President Volodymyr Zelenskiy announced a
surprise bid for fast-track membership of the NATO
military alliance on Friday and ruled out talks with
President Vladimir Putin, striking back at Moscow
after it said it had annexed four Ukrainian regions.
Zelenskiy signed the NATO application papers in an
online video clearly intended as a forceful rebuttal
to the Kremlin after Putin held a ceremony in Mos-
cow to proclaim the four partially occupied regions
as annexed Russian land. "We are taking our decisive
step by signing Ukraine's application for accelerated

Continued on Page 06

Another audio of
Imran discussing
cypher surfaces

A voice believed to be that of Imran
can be heard talking with Qureshi

Knavam Asasi / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Another audio tape involv-
ing PTI chief Imran Khan, Shah Mehmood
Qureshi and Asad Umar discussing how to
deal with cypher was leaked on Friday. In
the purported leaked audio tape, Imran
kept on calling the transcript of the meet-
ing simply a letter, exhibiting his unfamili-
arity with the diplomatic jargon. After the
leak of Imran Khan's first cypher audio
tape, another purported tape emerged on
social media in which the former prime
minister was talking to then foreign minis-
ter Shah Mehmood Qureshi, then planning
minister Asad Umar and his then principal
secretary Azam Khan directing them what
they were required to do. In the audio tape,
a voice believed to be that of Imran Khan
can be heard talking with Qureshi. Imran
Khan tells Qureshi: “Shah ji, we want to
hold a meeting tomorrow. You, Asad Umar,

Continued on Page 06

Big dacoits given
NRO: Imran Khan

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Former prime minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan on Friday said that if
the poor steals, he is sent to jail and if
the powerful steals, he gets an NRO. Ad-
dressing students at Edward College on
Friday, the PTI chairman said that the
big dacoits have been given the NRO and
their cases quashed through a deal. Im-
ran Khan reacted to the acquittal of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz Vice Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz and her husband
Muhammad Safdar in the Avenfield ref-
erence, stating that laws were changed
that prevented their conviction in cor-
ruption and money laundering case.

Continued on Page 06
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DNA
PESHAWAR: Vice Pres-
ident Pak-Afghan Joint
Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (PAJCCI),
Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi has wel-
comed newly appointed
Chief Commissioner RTO

(Regional Tax Officer)
Peshawar, Aqgeel Ahmed
Siddiqui over assuming

his charge. According to
a press statement issued
here on Friday, Zia-ul-Haq
Sarhadi called on Chief
Commissioner RTO Pe-
shawar and congratulated
him over his appointment.
Additional Commissioner,
Bahadar Sher Afridi Head-
quarter was also present
on the occasion. During
discussion, Zia expressed
the hope that Aqeel
Ahmed Siddiqui will take
measures for facilitation of
business community.

He also apprised him
about working of Federal
Tax Ombudsman (FTO)
Dr. Asif Mehmood Jah
(Hilal-e-Imtiaz, Sitara-e-Im-
tiaz) in redressal of dif-
ferent problems faced by
business community. It
merits a mention here
that Zia Sarhadi also hold
position of Honorary Me-
dia Affairs Coordinator in
Federal Tax Ombudsman.
VP PAJCCI also held out
assurance of extending full
cooperation to RTO for
smooth functioning of tax
collection measures and
in maintaining close liai-
son between tax officers
and business community.
Speaking on the occasion,
Ageel Ahmed Siddiqui
thanked Zia Sarhadi for his
welcome visit and assured
him of full cooperation to
businessmen of KP.

Suicide bomb-
er killed in
blast: RPO

PESHAWAR:In an  ap-
parent suicide blast, the
bomber himself was killed
in fields near Choora po-
lice station in Mardan dis-
trict prior to Friday prayer.
Regional Police Officer
(RPO), Muhammad Ali
Khan during his visit to
the site of the blast near
police station Choora said
not someone else but the
suicide bomber was killed
in the blast as his explo-
sive-laden waist blew up
before he could reach the
target. He said police have
found human body parts
scattered in the fields.
The RPO said further de-
tails regarding the blast
were being collected add-
ing that investigation on
scientific lines would be
carried out ascertain the
identity of the suicide
bomber, his motive and
intended target. He said
thankfully no other cau-
sality was reported in the
blast.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: PISLAMABAD: Amir Jamate Islami Sirajul Haq and others meeting with the Chinese Ambassador Nong Rong. —DNA

Committee formed to
probe cipher ‘stolen’
from PM House

The committee will recommend what legal action the government
should take against Khan, the then principal secretary to prime
minister Azam Khan, and former ministers

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: The federal cabinet on Friday announced the
formation of a committee to investigate the diplomatic cy-
pher that it was told had been “stolen” from the records
of the Prime Minister’s House, a statement issued by the
premier’s office said. Former premier and PTI Chairman
Imran Khan, who was voted out through a no-confidence
motion, had brandished a “threat letter”, which was the cy-
pher, on March 27 at a public gathering before his ouster,
claiming that his government had been threatened by the
US and the Opposition was involved in the conspiracy.

The statement from the PM office, issued after the cab-
inet meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
said that the body was provided with a briefing on the
issue of diplomatic cypher where it was revealed that

the copy of the relevant document was missing from the
Prime Minister House's records. “The meeting was told
that although there is a record of the receipt of the cy-
pher sent to the former premier at the Prime Minister’s
House, its copy is not available in the record,” said the
statement. As per the law, the cable is a property of the
Prime Minister’s House, it added.

The statement said that the meeting termed the
“theft” of the letter a serious matter and, following
a detailed consultation, the cabinet formed a special
committee to launch an investigation. The committee
will recommend what legal action the government
should take against Khan, the then principal secretary
to prime minister Azam Khan, and former ministers.
The committee will include foreign, interior, laws min-
isters and representatives of all the coalition partners

of the government.

VP PAJCCI
welcomes new Chief
Commissioner RTO

DNA

PESHAWAR: Vice President Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi has
welcomed newly appointed Chief Commissioner RTO (Re-
gional Tax Officer) Peshawar, Ageel Ahmed Siddiqui over
assuming his charge. According to a press statement issued
here on Friday, Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi called on Chief Commis-
sioner RTO Peshawar and congratulated him over his ap-
pointment. Additional Commissioner, Bahadar Sher Afridi
Headquarter was also present on the occasion. During dis-
cussion, Zia expressed the hope that Aqeel Ahmed Siddiqui

will take measures for facilitation of business community.

He also apprised him about working of Federal Tax Om-
budsman (FTO) Dr. Asif Mehmood Jah (Hilal-e-Imtiaz,
Sitara-e-Imtiaz) in redressal of different problems faced
by business community. It merits a mention here that Zia
Sarhadi also hold position of Honorary Media Affairs Co-
ordinator in Federal Tax Ombudsman. VP PAJCCI also
held out assurance of extending full cooperation to RTO
for smooth functioning of tax collection measures and in
maintaining close liaison between tax officers and busi-
ness community. Speaking on the occasion, Aqeel Ahmed
Siddiqui thanked Zia Sarhadi for his welcome visit and
assured him of full cooperation to businessmen of KP.
Aqgeel Ahmed Siddiqui said businessmen can approach
him at any time for conveying any problem faced by them

and he will try his best to provide maximum relief to them.

BISP works
hard to
provide relief

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Benazir
Income Support Pro-

gramme is working hard
in the field to distribute
financial assistance of
Rs.25000 per family to
the flood affected fami-
lies across the country.
Federal Government has
taken timely measure in
the shape of Flood Re-
lief Cash Assistance for
provision of financial aid
to the affectees whereas
the Special Payments
Campsites established
in the flood hit areas are
also playing important
role to ensure smooth
and transparent dis-
bursement of cash to
the families.

So far a total of Rs.

57,911,325,000 has
been disbursed among
2,316,453 flood affected
familiesof = Balochistan,
Sindh, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Punjab and
GilgitBaltistan.
In Balochistan 172,910
flood affected fam-
ilies have received
Rs.4,322,750,000.
1,613,673 affected fami-
lies of Sindh have received
Rs.40,341,825,000. In
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
257,496 families have re-
ceived Rs.6,437,400,000
whereas 271,994 fami-
lies of Punjab have re-
ceived Rs.6,799,850,000.
In GilgitBaltistan 380
flood affected families
have also received Rs.
9,500,000.Today a total
of 72,155 flood affected
families have received fi-
nancial assistance from
different campsites es-
tablished in flood hit ar-
eas. A control room has
been established at Be-
nazir Income Support
Pogramme  headquar-
ters to ensure smooth
payments.

PESCO notifies
power suspension

PESHAWAR:The Peshawar
Electric  Supply Company
(PESCO) on Friday notified
that due to maintenance work
power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Jamrud
Grid Station on 1st, 2nd, 8th
and 9th October from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

It said due to the maintenance
work consumers of 11 KV
industrial Estate, Frontier
Tech Wood, PPI 1,2, PCB, Al
Hadeed Steel feeders will face
inconvenience. The power sup-
ply will also remain suspended
from 132 KV Peshawar Fort
Grid Station on 2nd October
from 8 am. to 9 am. result-
antly consumers of 132 KV
Peshawar Fort grid connected
11 KV feeders will face incon-
venience-Power Supply will
remain suspended from 132
KV Hayatabad Grid Station on
1st, 2nd, 8th and 9th October
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resultant-
ly consumers of 11 KV Green

Wood feeders will face incon-
venience. The power supply
will also remain suspended
from 132 KV Hayatabad Grid
Station on 1st, 5th, 11th, 18th,
24th and 29th October from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV Hayatabad
9,10,13 feeders will face incon-
venience. The power supply
will also remain suspended
from 132 KV Hayatabad Grid
Station on 3rd, 15th, 21st and
27th October from 9 am. to 3
p.m. resultantly consumers of
11 KV Khyber 1,2, IM Scienc-
es feeders will face inconven-
ience.

The power supply will remain
suspended from 132 KV Pe-
shawar Industrial Grid Station
on 3rd October from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. resultantly consumers
of 11 KV Nothia Payan, Nothia
, Sunehri Masjid, Shaheed
Abad, PAF and Ameen Colo-
ny feeders will face inconven-
ience. —APP

Wagar Bakhtawri takes
oath as Chakwal Chamber

if

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(ROADS DIVISION NO-V)

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tender are hereby invited on percentage basis from the approved contractors of Civil
Work and having valid Pakistan Engineer Council (PEC) License 2022-23 for the work:-

S.# Name of Work

NIT Cost

Earnest
Money

Date & Time of
Opening

Tender
Fee

Improvement/Rehabilitation of MRs and VRs
Roads in Sectors H-9, I-9 & I-10, Islamabad.

Rs. 99.838(M)

Rs.2,995,141/-

21-10-2022

(Box closed at
11:30 AM &
opened on
12:.00 Noon

Rs.5,000/-

www.ppra.org.pk

tender.

PID (I) No. 2107/22

Detailed terms & Conditions can be seen from CDA Website www.cda.gov.pk and PPRA

1. Application for issuance of tender documents on dated 14.10.2022 upto 4:00 PM must be
accompanied with valid copies of PEC License obtaining Tender Category C-4 and above for
the year 2022-23, NTN Certificate, CNIC, Registration of Firm / Partnership Deed / Sole
Proprietorship / Power of Attorney / Authority Letter from the contractor in favor of their
representative. No tender will be issued without showing all required document in “ORIGINAL”
” (All documents will be verified from concerned department, The Firms providing
unsubstantiated and or incorrect information are liable to legal action and or
disqualification at any stage).

2. Tender documents can be obtained from the office of Deputy Director Road - V, CDA located at
Old Naval Headquarter Room No.43, Sector G-6, Melody, Islamabad on cash payment as
mentioned above per set (Non-Refundable) during working hours on dated 20.10.2022 up to
04:00 P.M against written request which should be on letter head pad having name, address,
phone No’s and signature of the contractor. No tender will be sold on the date of opening of the

3. The prospective bidders are required to submit Bid Security (Deposit at Call) above mentioned
works in favor of Deputy Director Road-V, CDA, issued from any scheduled bank against firm’s
account. Name of Firm should be clearly mentioned on instrument (Deposit at Call). Tender
documents shall not be issued without Earnest Money.

4. The bit security of all bidders would be deposited in the CDA Bank Account and same may be
returned after the acceptance of the Contract with the successful bidder.

5. The bidders should have a good experience of Asphalt & Pavement works, must have executed
at least three works of similar nature in last two (02) financial years costing not less
thenRs.100.00(M) and should have their own Asphalt Plant, equipment and machinery required
for the work. Applications without such experience and ownership of Asphalt Plant/Machinery
will not be entertained

6. Certificate is required on judicial stam paper worth of Rs.50/ their firm are not involved any
litigations and nonrelation ship.

7. Tender bids will be received and opened on above date and time in the office of Director Roads
(South), CDA located at Room No.59, Ground Floor (Old Naval H/Qrts) Islamabad.

8. Tender rates on percentage basis should be filled in figures as well as in words.

09.  CDA reserves the right to accept or reject any / all tenders as per PPRA Rules. No conditional
tender will be entertained

Roads Division No-V,

Deputy Director

CDA, Islamabad
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CHAKWAL: Known Busi-
nessman and Industrialist
Waqar Zafar Bakhtawri
has taken oath as Pres-
ident Chakwal Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try (CCCI) for the year
2022-23. The newly elect-
ed President of Chakwal
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry ,while ad-
dressing his Oath-taking
ceremony said that as
the President of Chakwal
Chamber of Commerce,
he will fulfill his vision to
make Chakwal Chamber
of Commerce one of the
most advanced industrial
hubs in the world. He said
that commercial and eco-
nomic development is not
possible without being
connected to the mod-
ern global supply chain,
therefore, according to
his vision, he will make
the business community

|

of Chakwal an major play-
ers in the global market
by connecting the busi-
ness community of Chak-
wal to the global supply
chain, keeping in view
the modern industrial
and commercial princi-
ples. Meanwhile high
commissioners and am-
bassadors including Mr.
Khazar Farhadov,Am-
bassador of Azerbai-
jan, Mr.Mohamed Kar-
moune, Ambassador of
the Kingdom of Morocco
and the Dean of Africa,
Mr. Abioye Mohammed
Bello,the high commis-
sioner of NIGERIA,Mr.
Yerzhan Kistafin the
ambassador of Kazakh-
stan,Mr. Jemal Beker
Abdula, Ambassador
of Ethipoia, Mr. Tapas
Adhikari Ambassador of
Nepal, Ms Mary Nyam-
bura Kamal high com-
missioner of Kenya ,Mu-
hammad Zeeshan Hanif
, Deputy Commissioner

Chakwal and Business
leaders from Federation
Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
and all major chamber
participated in the Oath-
taking ceremony of Pres-
ident CCCI here.

On the occasion Presi-
dent CCCI said Chakwal
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry is playing
an important role in the
development of trade
and industrial activities
in the region, besides
promoting exports. In
this modern world bet-
ter 1institutions, trade
and investment are the
key ingredients for any
nation to become pros-
perous, he said. Waqar
Zafar said the promo-
tion of business, trade
and investment in the
country will ultimately
ensure political and eco-
nomic stability. He said
that it is vital for Paki-
stan to maintain and en-

hance cordial relations
with the international
world. The purpose of
today’s gathering is in
this regard to make bet-
ter cooperation between
our business community
members and the dip-
lomatic community, he
said.

President CCCI said
that currently, Pakistan
is having an economic
crisis however, we all
know that businesses
are facing unprecedent-
ed challenges and there
is a dire need to enhance
our relations with vari-
ous countries. He said
that many areas that
need to be addressed
through development
activities designed to
ensure a prosperous
economy. The business
and industrial sectors
are the backbone of the
country’s economy. He
said that the country
grows when the industry

grows, consequently, the
government should take
every step possible to
promote business and
industry by setting up
new industrial estates
and economic zones in
chakwal for the promo-
tion of exports and in-
dustrialization.  Wagqar
Zafar said the creation
of new industrial estates
and economic zones
Overseas Businessmen
will get more businesses
investment, more job op-
portunities will be creat-
ed in Chakwal.

He said that Chakwal has
immense potential for
tourism as it has Katas Raj
Temples , Kalar Kahar and
Number of beautiful lakes
and small dams. There
are unlimited tourism op-
portunities which need to
be developed. The Chak-
wal Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry will
cooperate with other
chambers.

Strategic business plan
prepared to revamp PIA

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Aviation Khawaja Saad
Rafique on Friday informed
Senate that a strategic
business plan has been pre-
pared to enhance revenues
of Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA).

Responding to the ques-
tions of Senators during
question hour in Upper
House of Parliament, he
stressed political stability
and continuity in policies to
achieve the long-term goals.
He said reform process
was continuing in PIA and
change would be visible
within a next few months.
He said the uncomfortable

seats of various aircrafts
were being replaced to fa-
cilitate passengers. Route
rationalization exercise
has been conducted under
which profitable routes
were being added.

Since May, 2022 the induc-
tion of 04 A-320 narrow
body aircraft along with
A-320 flight simulator was
underway.

These new aircrafts would
add to the revenue gener-
ation on new/ profitable
routes. Similarly, in-coun-
try availability of simula-
tor would substantially re-
duce the cost incurred on
training of the pilots from

abroad.

On August 1, 2022, one 777
aircraft grounded for nearly
eight months

has been made operation-
al. Similarly, work on one
A-320 and 777 aircraft was
underway for recovery dur-
ing one month.

He said the irresponsible
statement of former Minis-
ter for Aviation Ghulam Sar-
war Khan about pilots has
inflicted Rs 35 billion to Rs
40 billion losses to national
flag carrier. He said efforts
were underway to resume
our flights to the United
Kingdom and European
countries to generate rea-

sonable revenue to the PIA.
The minister said the gov-
ernment was also consider-
ing to outsource airports,
especially Islamabad Inter-
national Airport, to operate
them as per the internation-
al standard.

The Minister for Aviation
said there were a total of
41 airports, out of which
11 airports were non func-
tional and 30 airports were
functional right now.

The airports of Sukkur and
Dera Ismael Khan would be
given status of international
airports in view of their po-
tential. He said there was
also a proposal to introduce

small modern jets to cater
to domestic flights.
Highlighting the efforts
being underway to reduce
losses of PIA to turn it into
a profitable organization.
As a result of ban on the
European Union Air Safety
Agency (EASA)

coupled with the negative
impacts of Covid-19 on the
global aviation industry was
the reasons of losses.

As per Voluntary Separa-
tion Scheme (VSS), some
1,816 employees were re-
duced to the actual figure
of 10,926 due to which the
recurring expense has been
significantly reduced.—APP



National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

SEPTEMBER

Sept 01 / Libya
Revolution Day

Sept01 / Tanzania
Defence day

Sept01 / Uzbekistan
Independence Day

Sept 07 / Brazil
Independence Day

Sept 09 / DPR Korea
National Day

Sept 09 / Tajikistan
Independence Day

Sept 16 / Malaysia
Armed Forces Day

Sept 16 / Mexico
National Day

Sept 16/Papua New Guinea
Independence Day

Sept 18 / Chile
National Day

Sept 21 / Malta
Independence Day

Sept 23 / Saudi Arabia
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122

Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596

Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA..cieieeeen 9281092
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Hospltals
CMH.....ccoevtvireranns 5611111
MH....cocovivireneienne 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.....ccevervennee. 5556311-4
RGH....coverveveens 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....cccovenune. 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....oovevenne 9221334-43
CDA....ooveieene 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
5555864

....................... 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

South Africa keen to expand
ties with Pakistan: envoy

The High commissioner of South Africa to Pakistan
H.E Mthuthuzeh Madikiza visits IPC secretariat

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The High
commissioner of South Africa
to Pakistan H.E Mthuthuzeli
Madikiza paid an official visit
to the International Parlia-
mentarians’ Congress (IPC)
Secretariat Islamabad and
met the Secretary General
IPC - Senator Sitara Ayaz,
and Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral IPC - Mr. [jlal Ali Khan.
During the meeting, several
areas of multilateral interests,
such as economic, business
engagement, and trade and
development were discussed
in detail. HE Mthuthuzeli
Madikiza was affirmative to
strengthen the ties and em-
phasis enhancing the bilater-
al relations between Pakistan
and South Africa.

‘Pakistan must consider
engagement with Iran’

Ambassador Masood says that while Iran had paid a
hefty price for its various foreign policy adventurisms
western policies had not exactly succeeded

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Despite
heightening political fac-
tionalism, Iran was present-
ly looking for meaningful
partnerships in the region
and it was imperative for
Pakistan to make the most
of this opportunity, said
former Ambassador Riffat
Masood. She was address-
ing an in-house discussion

titled “Understanding the
Political Factions in Iran”
at the Institute of Regional
Studies (IRS). She said that
while Iran had been con-
fronting some serious polit-
ical challenges, worsening
economic conditions, espe-
cially rampant inflation lied
at the heart of the currently
unfolding political crisis.

Amidst the looming uncer-
tainties was a huge youth
bulge in Iran which was es-

sentially a generation that
had grown up under the
Revolution. Ambassador
Masood further added that
while Iran had paid a hefty
price for its various for-
eign policy adventurisms,
in the form of sanctions in
the past 40 years, western
policies had not exactly suc-
ceeded in breaking Iran’s
resilience as a country that
continues to remain a chal-
lenge for the US.

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels South and East Asia Aziz Boolani pre-
senting bouquets to the Thai artists who performed during the fundrais-
ing event.—DNA

Kashmir issue 1s essentially
a 75-year old liberation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Kashmir
issue is primarily a legiti-
mate war of liberation be-
ing fought by the people of
Kashmir with the support
of Pakistan, a fundamental
party to the conflict, for
the last 75 years. It is not
just a case of human rights
violation, and must be high-
lighted as such to validate
the applicability of interna-
tional laws of war and Indi-
an occupation’s actions as
war crimes. For this, a com-
mon narrative and unified
direction is crucial, along
with the implementation
of robust strategies. These
views were reflected during
the 20th meeting of the IPS-

WGK, a body of experts and
opinion leaders on Kashmir
affairs that meets regularly
after the illegal revocation
of the special constitutional
status of IIOJK by the BJP-
led Delhi regime on August
5, 2019.

The session, titled ‘Assault
on Kashmiri Identity and its
Likely Implications’, held to
discuss the Indian moves to
disempower Kashmiri Mus-
lims and their consequenc-
es, was chaired by Khalid
Rahman, chairman IPS, and
joined, among others, by
Ghulam Muhammad Safi,
veteran Kashmiri resist-
ance leader; Ambassador
(r) Syed Abrar Hussain, vice
chairman IPS, Dr Idrees
Abbasi, former secretary

law, Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir; Advocate Nasir Qadri,
director, Legal Forum for
Kashmir (LFK); and Raja
Sajjad Khan, director, KPRI.
The experts discussed how
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir have been pushed
towards disempowerment,
which is not just limited to
the political sphere. India is
attempting to systematically
disempower and marginal-
ize the Muslim majority, its
culture, and its political rep-
resentation. India has also
targeted Urdu and Kashmiri
languages, literature, and
even Kashmiri cuisine, in
addition to curtailing the
number of Muslims in bu-
reaucracy and electoral
constituencies.

PBF says 205,000 tons
of wheat seeds required

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Businesses Forum said over
205,000 tons of wheat seeds
would be required to tackle
with the needs of the farmers
of flood affected areas in the
country for sowing.

In this regard special ar-
rangements must made of
Rabi crops, particularly cul-
tivation of wheat in flood
hit areas in the country as
wheat was the major cash
crop and vital source to ful-
fill the dietary needs of local
population. The floods have
damaged more than 8 mil-

lion acres of crops including
rice, cotton, pulses, oil seeds
and vegetables, and inflicted
losses of over Rs320 billion.
Talking to press, PBF Vice
President JahanAra Wattoo
said despite agriculture sec-
tor devolved to provinces in
18th amendment still major
relief areas of the agriculture
sector still with the federal
government. She demanded
to reduce the power tariff, re-
gretting that the government
had raised the electricity to
Rs36 per unit. Government
may provide them electric-
ity at the discounted rate of
Rs5.35 per unit which farm-
ers got earlier.

Air pollutants
below
permissible
limits
SLAMABAD:The air qual-
ity of the federal capital on
Friday was clean as air pol-
lutants ratio recorded were
below permissible limits and
the air quality was recorded
healthy due to reduced vehic-
ular traffic on roads. The air
quality data has been collect-
ed by Pak-EPA which moni-
tors air pollutants ratio for 24
hours based on three inter-
vals of eight hours of data col
lection from different locations.
The PakEPA data revealed that
the air quality throughout the
three intervals of data monitor-

ing remained high.—APP

Rumi’s poetry elevates
man’s fear of death

RAWALPINDI: Cultural Councilor of the Embassy Islamic
Republic of Iran, Ehsan Khazaei on Friday paid tribute to the
great mystic Persian poet Maulana Jalal-al-Din Muhammad
Rumi on his 815th birthday and said his poetry elevated man’s
fear of death while calling human demise as a new beginning
of his life. Addressing special ceremony held at the Cultur-
al Consulate of the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to eulogise the great Persian poet here which was participat-
ed by students, media and academia, he said the verses and
knowledge of Maulana freed man from the fear of death as he
preached through his poetry that death was the start of man’s
life and not the end. So one should not fear death rather wait
for it as a new beginning of his life.

Maulana Jalal-al-Din Muhammad Rumi was born on Septem-
ber 30, 1207 in Balkh (present day Afghanistan) which was
part of the ancient Persian empire at that time. Ahsan Khaz-
aei thanked the participants for attending the class of Masnavi,
the famous poem of Maulana being composed in Konya, and
said it was an opportunity of increasing ones knowledge about
the teachings of Maulana while attending this platform.—APP

MSF extends
relief to flood
affected areas

ISLAMABAD:The interna-
tional humanitarian organisa-
tion ‘Médecins Sans Fronti res
(MSF or Doctors Without Bor-
ders)’ teams were responding
to urgent humanitarian needs
in the flood impacted prov-
inces of Sindh, Balochistan,
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as
Pakistan was facing the after-
math of the most destructive
floods in the country in the
last three decades. MSF Emer-
gency Medical Coordinator, Dr
Ahmed Bilal said, “Our emer-
gency teams, including some
staff who lost their own homes
to the devastating floods, have
set up mobile clinics.—APP

ISLAMABAD: The air qual-
ity of the federal capital
on Friday was clean as air
pollutants ratio recorded
were below permissible
limits and the air quality
was recorded healthy due to
reduced vehicular traffic on
roads.

The air quality data has
been collected by Pak-EPA
which monitors air pollut-
ants ratio for 24 hours based
on three intervals of eight
hours of data collection
from different locations.
The Pak-EPA data revealed
that the air quality through-
out the three intervals of
data monitoring remained
high as the pollutants were
below the permissible limits
of national environmental
quality standards (NEQS).
The hazardous air pollutant
particulate matter of 2.5
microns (PM2.5), which
was a lethal atmospheric
contaminant, remained 28
micro grammes per cubic
meter on average which is
lower than the NEQS of 35
mic-programmes per cubic
meter and denotes the air
quality unhealthy.

The PM2.5 is generated
through combustion of an

engine, industrial emis-
sions, burning garbage
or inflammable material

and dust blown up by fast
moving cars plying on
non-cemented patches of
the roads. Moreover, the
frequent forest fires in the
federal capital also created
high suspended particles,
dust and particulate matter
in the atmosphere.

The  nitrogen  dioxide
(NO2) and sulphur dioxide
(S02) were recorded be-
low permissible ratio as it
were recorded 4 and 16.3
micro-grammes per cubic
meter in past 24 hours in
the atmosphere against
the NEQS of 80 and 120
micro-grammes per cubic
meter respectively.—APP
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Briefs

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Business
leader and former executive
member of FPCCI Zafar
Igbal Butt has filed a peti-
tion in the Director General
Trade Organization (DGTO)
Office Islamabad, stating
that all the chambers, small
chambers and unclassified
chambers are violating rules
and regulations for personal
gains. None of the cham-
bers and trade associations
has uploaded the Articles of
Association on their website
or issued the schedule of ex-
ecutive members’ meetings
and minutes of meetings are
also kept secret from mem-
bers, he said.

Zafar Igbal Butt said that
gabza groups maintain
their hold over chambers
and trade organizations by
changing the minutes of
meetings just before the
annual elections. Under
the Right to Information
Act 2017, the applicant has
asked the DGTO to provide
him with details of show-
cause notices, fines collect-
ed from chambers and trade
organizations, and the rea-
sosn behind the withdrawal
of notices immediately after
issuing the notices.

Pak possess
surplus wheat

stocks
ISLAMABAD: The country
possessed surplus wheat

stocks as there was 7.1 million
tonnes of wheat available as
compared to the last year dur-
ing the month of September
which was 6.1 million tonnes
amid one million additional
procurement being done by
the government. An official
of the federal government
told APP that the National
Flood Response and Coordi-
nation Centre (NFRCC) was
carrying out one window op-
eration for the rescue, relief
and rehabilitation of the flood
victims.

The federal and provincial
departments, Pakistan Army,
UN agencies and NGOs were
working collectively and mak-
ing efforts to reach out mass-
es through better coordina-
tion, he added.

The food supplies across the
country were being ensured
in general and in flood-hit ar-
eas in particular, he said. The
official rejected any shortage
of wheat and said there was
no chance of it.

The wheat stock losses in
PASCO and Sindh and Bal-
cohistan governments’ silos
were also checked in flood-hit
areas—APP

Motorway police conduct
road safety seminar

SSP Headquarters
NHMP Syed Farukh
Raza also empha-
sized importance of
road safety .Zam-
urad Khan patron
in chief of Pakistan
Sweet Homes
appreciated the
cause and effort of
NHMP officers for
giving road sense to
Angels and fairies
of Pakistan sweet
home Islamabad.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National
Highways and motorway
police Islamabad conduct-
ed Road safety seminar
at Pakistan sweet home
Islamabad. Incharge Road
safety wing Atif Ghafoor
Bhatti briefed children of
sweet home about safety
tips as road Users.

SSP Headquarters NHMP
Syed Farukh Raza also
emphasized importance of
road safety .Zamurad Khan
patron in chief of Pakistan
Sweet Homes appreciat-
ed the cause and effort of
NHMP officers for giving
road sense to Angels and
fairies of Pakistan sweet
home Islamabad.
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Skilled, employable youth
only way out to meet future

challenges: Dr Shahid

MURREE: Chairman
Punjab Higher Education
Commission Dr Shahid Mu-
nir on Friday emphasised
that skilled and employable
youth was the only way out
for the country to overcome
its future challenges as it
was the world’s fifth most
populous country with more
than 60% of its population
under 30.

These words were ex-
pressed by the HEC chair-
man in the conference titled
“Paradigm Shift in Higher
Education-Hackathon plan-
ning for future” jointly or-
ganised by Kohsar Universi-
ty Murree and University of
Education Lahore in collab-
oration with Punjab Higher
Education Commission. Ad-
dressing the second day of
conference, Vice Chancellor
of the university said that
universities needed to offer
quality education relevant
to market needs.

He insisted that the uni-
versities should focus on

skill development among
youth, promote technolo-
gy-integrated education,
ensure development and
use of artificial intelligence

and robotics, cultivate
entrepreneurial minds,
strengthen  international
collaborations, personal-
ize education, teach data
science, and encourage

borderfree and globalized
education for students.

He said economies were
rapidly changing due to
technological advances that
necessitated new compe-
tencies for an intangible
knowledge economy. He
suggested universities must
monitor eleven mega trends
over the next half century
to shape a better world for
future generations.

Dr Munir said material rev-
olution, water scarcity, food
security, a borderless digi-
tal world, living with autono-
mous robots, reconfiguring
human purpose and poten-
tial, advances in health and

nutrition, new energy pro-
duction solutions, automat-
ic electric vehicles, climate
change, green technology,
and deference technologies
were among these trends.
Speaking on the occasion,
conference host Prof Dr
Syed Habib Bokhari said
every year, million of people
in Pakistan get displaced or
affected due to increasing
and intensified natural dis-
asters in the form of floods,
droughts, forest fires ex-
treme weather events.

Dr Bokhari said Pakistan
has diverse ecological areas
due to its extreme varia-
tions in altitude and latitude
and these ecological re-
gions can be well exploited
for Food Security, harvest-
ing energy through environ-
ment friendly means, con-
servation, and optimal use
of water resources.

He said in a nutshell, with-
out a strong research base
and prior preparedness, the
rapid.—APP

IRSA releases
133,900
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD:Indus  River
System Authority (IRSA)
Friday released 133,900
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
124,800 cusecs. Accord-
ing to the data released by
IRSA, Tarbela Dam has al-
ready attained its maximum
conversation level of 1550
feet and was 152 feet higher
than its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was record-
ed as 65,700 cusecs and
64,900 cusecs respectively.
The water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was
1189.70 feet, which was
139.70 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet.
The inflow and outflow of
water was recorded 14,100
cusecs and 24,000 cusecs
respectively. The release of
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa
and Sukkur was recorded
82,500, 62,000 and 33,900
cusecs respectively.Similarly,
from River Kabul, a total of
18,600 cusecs of water re-
leased at Nowshera and 4,100
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala.—APP

36 Pak students
avail Chinese
Scholarships

DNA

ISLAMABAD: At least 36
Pakistani students are all
set to leave for China to
avail Chinese Government
Scholarship (CGS) pro-
gram 2022, Gwadar Pro
reported on Friday.

In this regard, the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) hosted a pre-de-
parture ceremony in Is-
lamabad, and the students
were briefed on China, its
culture and the institutions
where they will start their
studies in bachelor’s and
master’s degrees.

Chinese Ambassador
Nong Rong congratulated
the students on availing
of the prestigious scholar-
ships and presented them
with souvenirs during the
ceremony. According to
HEC, so far, 193 Pakistani
students have been award-
ed scholarships under the
Chinese Govt Scholarship

Programme, including 40
in 2019, 58 in 2020, 59 in
2021, and 36 this year.
There are 274 Chinese
universities offering
scholarships under CGS
for international students
every year. Prior to the
ceremony, Mr. Rong called
on Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed wherein
the latter briefed the Am-
bassador on the long histo-
ry of academic collabora-
tion between Pakistani and
Chinese higher education
institutions. Mr. Ahmed
highlighted that Pakistan
and China have constitut-
ed clusters of universities
jointly working on various
disciplines. Chairman HEC
proposed the initiation of a
one-window operation by
launching a joint web por-
tal as a focal point for all the
Chinese scholarship oppor-
tunities available for Paki-
stani students, according
to an official statement.

‘Should drugs be decriminalized?

NawaL Hassan
LANGRIAL

or many years people
have misused drugs
in order to escape

from problems in their lives.
These drugs have formed
a huge part in their lives
resulting in serious health
problems as they are not ad-
ministered by a health pro-
fessional. Therefore, many
countries including Czech
Republic, Portugal and Ger-
many have decriminalized
certain drugs which are be-
lieved to cause harm to the
human body like marijuana,
cocaine and more (city wide
drug crises campaign, 2020).
Moreover, with the legali-
zation of marijuana in a few
states, Colorado and Wash-
ington State being the first
(David Kroman, 2020), the
decriminalization of drugs
has become a hot topic.

One of the arguments for
decriminalization is that it
would eliminate the illegal
black market and criminal
networks associated with
the drug trade. Other argu-
ments include moving the
problem away from police
and the criminal justice sys-
tem and focusing on its ad-
vantages regarding health.
Treating drugs illegal or as
a criminal offense and giv-
ing criminal punishment for
drug ownership is called de-
criminalization this indicates
that individuals who possess
decriminalized drugs get
arrested and face criminal
charges. (UNODC, 2015)
There are many reasons as
to why people get addicted
to drugs. Most of the drug
addicts come from homes
where they get neglected in
their childhoods. These peo-
ple take drugs in order to
suppress their sadness and

depression and feel good. A
lot of other people especially
children think that drinking
is fashionable and “cool”.
This action further develops
itself into addiction to alcohol
leading to binge drinking.
individuals who frequently
binge drink and don’t stop
for a long period of time can
result in develop different le-
thal health problems.

Firstly, I will discuss the
first perspective that “drugs
should be decriminalized”.
According to a article written
by Adeline Dixon it was re-
ported that in 2016 a 22-year-
old woman was charged with
manslaughter for killing a
man and one of his twin
daughters in a car crash
while high on legally-pur-
chased marijuana. (Adeline
Dixon, 2016) In most states
of the US the black-market
and illegal selling of drugs is
still taking place.

However, just because of
placing criminal charges on
some drugs has reportedly
decreased and also eliminat-
ed the illegal use of drugs
to some extent. Drugs and
crime are strongly related.
In 1991 the conducted BJS
State Correctional Facilities
conducted a survey asking
prison inmates if they were
on of drugs while committing
the crime and about 37% of
the offenders were reported
to have been influenced by a
drug (13 (U.S department of
justice, 1994). therefore, the
decriminalization leads to a
decrease in drugrelated gang
violence. It is reported to
eliminate gangs committing
violence too. Another reason
as to why drugs should be
decriminalized is the overuse
of drugs in Pakistan. Approxi-
mately six per cent of the pop-
ulation, or 6.7 million people
had substance including mis-
use of prescription drugs,

in the last year. Also, this is
slowly getting out of hand as
an estimated 860,000 or 0.8
per cent of the population in
Pakistan are regular heroin
users and 320,000 (0.3 per
cent) are opium users. Com-
bined, 1.06 million people
(1.0 per cent of the popula-
tion aged 15-64 years) are us-
ing opiates. (UNODC, 2013)
This case study was collected
and presented by dedicated
teams of field workers across
the country who interviewed
approximately 57,000 peo-
ple. Moreover, this report
was a result of a collaborative
research effort between the
Government of Pakistan’s
Ministry of Interior and Nar-
cotics Control, and the United
Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime therefore increasing the
reliability of the statistics giv-
en. Not decriminalizing drugs
or putting an end to illegal sell-
ing of drugs can destroy the
community and also the young
generation this also effects
their relationship with their
parents and also ruins their
social lives. According to a sur-
vey conducted by Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Ser-
vices Administration (SAMH-
SA) about 19% of underaged
children from 12-20 years have
been Drinking alcohol and an-
other 11% was binge drinking
(SAMSHA, 2019). In addition,
if drugs are easily available,
people who have a biological
inclination towards drugs will
result in them experimenting
with drugs without the fear of
getting prosecuted or arrested
for its ownership.

Decriminalizing drugs has
paid off in the Netherlands.
Banning illegal selling of her-
oin and other hard drugs has
allowed addicts to be treated as
patients. Resulting in very few
heroin addicts getting regis-
tered in rehabilitation centers,
while existing users are sup-

ported and have been helped
to get jobs (OECD, 2006).
According to an article called
‘What would it look like if
Canada decriminalized all the
drugs? The decriminaliza-
tion of drugs in Portugal has
bought down the number of
people who misused drugs
and prevented so many oth-
er people from getting blood
Bourne infections such as HIV
which is common in heroin us-
ers who use same needles for
injecting the drug. In 2001, 80
people died in Portugal from
what the doctor determined
it to be a drugrelated death.
By 2012, that number eventu-
ally was down to 16. (Tristin
Hopper, 2018) Now I shall talk
about why drugs shouldn’t be
decriminalized. Despite all the
advantages, one of the biggest
problem a government ap-
proaches while making such
changes is expense. It is re-
ported that in 2005 Australia
spent an estimate of $432-
$707 million per year on drug
law enforcement (Don weath-
erburn, 2014). all this money
could be used in education and
hospitals.

Furthermore, Decriminali-
zation of different types of
drugs can result in many
problems faced in healthcare
and hospitals as drugs are ex-
tremely common in different
treatments and are an impor
tant factor. A new survey of
research by Lars Osterberg,
M.D., a professional teacher
at Stanford College discov-
ered that getting a flu shot
or vaccination decreases the
risk of developing a heart
disease or stroke by 48%.
Also, a drug called statin can
be used to treat people with
fatal diseases which could
eventually take their life for
example heart issues and
different types of cancer. By
using this drug, the chance
of losing their lives by cancer

reduced by 15% compared
to those who weren’t taking
statins, agreeing to a 2012
Danish study published in
the New England diary of
medication. Quite basically,
statins are known to reduce
the amount of cholesterol
within the body, if all drugs
are stopped from being sold
people would not have access
to these drugs and a lot of
lives would be lost. A lot of
drugs that are considered il-
legal and harmful have a lot
of advantages and can help
save lives including cocaine,
which is considered extreme-
ly bad for health if one gets
addicted.

Cocaine is also used as
treatment for irritable bowel
disease and other intestinal
dysfunctions. Metformin is
another drug which is com-
monly used for treatments.
Metformin makes a differ-
ence by expanding insulin
sensitivity and decreases the
liver’s generation of glucose,
subsequently bringing down
blood sugar levels. A 2012
survey of seven studies pub-
lished in the journal Breast
Cancer Research and Treat-
ment showed that metformin
is also connected to lowering
the chance of having breast
cancer by 17%. Ladies taking
metformin for at least three
years had a 25 percent low-
er hazard of developing the
cancer just because of their
improved insulin reactions
within the body. Metformin
also results in weight loss, so
weight management seems
to play a part, as well. (Jessi-
ca Girdwain, 2013) Lars Os-
terberg is a professor of med-
icine at the Stanford school
and is also a co-director of
Stanford Medicine Teaching
and Mentoring Academy
which proves the credibility
of the information. (Stan-
ford profiles n.d.) One of the

Most popular illegal drugs,
in any case, is cocaine. Co-
caine is reported to reduce
headaches; it was initially
used as an ingredient within
the refreshment Coca-Cola,
before it was made illicit.
Another drug, Heroine which
is considered illicit is com-
monly utilized in hospitals,
especially in palliative care.
Moreover, a drug called Ket-
amine Also known as ‘Special
K’, this sedate is commonly
utilized as a horse tranquiliz-
er. It’s also a frequent option
for sedate takers at music
celebrations and raves. But
a 2012 study found ketamine
works well with side effects
of chronic sadness or depres-
sion. Cannabis or marijuana
has long been known to sup-
ply torment help for persis-
tent illnesses. With that Can-
nabis also offers relief from
PTSD side effects, controls
sickness, and can minimize
a few indications of glaucoma
and Crohn’s infection (Shami
Sivasubramanian, 2016).
Shami Sivasubramanian has
worked for Australia’s top
broadcasters SBS and ABC,
viral news outlet Buzz Feed,
and across Australia’s official
marketing campaigns making
this a reliable source. (Linke-
dIn, n.d.) In addition, it is re-
ported that about 1.5 million
people in the United States
in 2013 were arrested for
just a small quantity of drugs
(U.S. Department of Justice,
2014). therefore, making
drugs legal results in de-
creasing the costs spent on
prisons as the population
in the prison decreases.
Making drugs legal would
eliminate drugs as a type
of crime unclogging court
system to be much more ef-
ficient, because there aren’t
enough judges to deal with
these crimes on a daily basis.
Acknowledging these facts

and statistics I find it rather
difficult to seal my personal
opinion regarding the topic.
Before researching about
this topic, I did not realize
how much advantages drugs,
which have been considered
dangerous like cocaine have.
Now that I have looked at
both perspectives of the argu-
ment as to if drugs should or
should not be decriminalized
or made illegal. To sum up
everything that has been stat-
ed so far, I think that drugs
should be decriminalized to
some extents as placing re-
strictions would help a lot.
The particular reason for this
circumstance is that drugs
can have a huge impact on
an addict, the addiction can
cause a lot of lives to be de-
stroyed including their fami-
lies. This also leads to a lot of
problems including addiction
and gang violence threaten-
ing many lives, now upon
in depth research I found
out many advantaged where
eliminating these drugs to
some extent would give a
positive impact and save lives
of many people who can’t
seem to leave their addiction
behind.

Furthermore, these people
can then go to rehabilitation
centers to be treated this
would result in improve-
ment of the quality of
their lives and the people
around them. With this is
affect the government can
spread awareness and edu-
cation throughout schools
with young children in or-
der to save the future gen-
erations from drug abuse
and also make them realise
that drugs are not always
the solution to their sad-
ness or depression. This
will hopefully decrease
the amounts of deaths and
problems caused by drug
influence.

_FHood
situation
reviewed at
a high level
meeting

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Morning ses-
sion of NFRCC held under
Deputy chairman NFRCC
Mr Ahsan Igbal. The Forum
discussed over all food and
medical resources in flood
affected areas and current
water situation particularly
in Sindh and Balochistan.
NFRCC asked federating
units to ensure availability
of health care staff in flood
affected areas and may in-
crease staff in most affected
areas from those locations
which are less affected. Mr
Ahsan Igbal directed NHA to
ensure maintenance of N-5
so as to keep supply routes
open .

Mr Ahsan Igbal also asked
Sindh and Balochistan to
present road map to deal
with areas still under water.
The forum was told that
there is lot of requirement
of food and other items in
most affected districts par-
ticularly women and children
are in dire need of special
food items including milk
and cereals for children and
supplement diets for wom-
en. As the winter are setting
in, a large population need
shelters and tentage. The
forum was told that the scale
and devastation caused and
the population affected need
huge quantity of supplies.
The forum urged that apart
from Govt resources, Peo-
ple of Pakistan and human-
itarian welfare organisa-
tions must be assisted so
they could easily reach to
relief camps and donate for
their brothers and sisters
in distress

PALSP Elects
Office

Bearers for
2022-23

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Association of Large Steel
Producers announced elec-
tion results and Mr. Saqib
Riaz Tata of Naveena Steels
has been elected as the new
Chairman of the
Associationfor the year of
2022-23. Mr. FaizanBhagani
of Faizan Steel was elected
as Senior Vice Chairman and
Usman Ali of Kamran Steels
and Hasan Farid of Pak Steel
were elected as Vice Chair-
menof PALSP for 2022-23.
The election results were
announced afterthe Annual
General Meeting of the As-
sociation and the tenure of
the new team begins from
1st October 22.

The new Executive Com-
mittee for the year 2022-
23 consists of 10 members
which includes Mr. Khurram
Javed - Mughal Steels, Mr.
Saqib Riaz Tata - Naveena
Steels, Mr. FaizanBhagani
- Faizan Steel, Mr. Usman
Ali - Kamran Steels, Mr.
Hussain Agha - Agha Steel
Industries Ltd, Mr. Shabaan
Khalid - Ittehad Steels, Mr.
Munawar Aftab Aziz - Aziz
Industries, Mr. Rafat Farid,
Pak Iron, Mr. Irshad Mowjee
- Razaque Steels (Pvt) Ltd,
Mr. Javed Igbal - Karachi
Steels (ex-officio member of
the Executive Committee).

Dr Farman
Ullha Wazir
appointed
as Pro VC of
SZABMU

ISLAMABAD:Vice Chan-
cellor Shaheed Zulfigar Ali
Bhutto Medical University
(SZABMU) Islamabad has
appointed Prof Dr Farman
Ullha (Professor of Physiolo-
gy) as Pro Vice Chancellor of
SZABMU. According to a no-
tification issued here Friday,
Vice Chancellor SZABMU
Prof. Dr Tanveer Khaliq in
the 24th meeting of the syn-
dicate has granted approval
for the charge of Pro Vice
Chancellor of SZABMU to
Prof Dr Farman Ullha Wazir.
Prof Dr Farman Ullha Wazir
has joined SZABMU in Sept.
2015 as Professor of Phys-
iology and remained dean
of medical sciences of the
university.  Before joining
SZABMU, Dr Farman Ullha
Wazir has served in differ-
ent medical colleges of Khy-
ber-Pakhtunkhwa including
Ayub Medical College Khy-
ber Medical College, Gomal
Medical College and Kohat
Medical College on various
positions for 26 years. Dr
Farman Ullha Wazir did his
PhD and postdoctorate in
Physiology from Tongji Med-
ical University China after
graduation from Ayub Medical
College Abbottabad.—APP



Nord Stream leaks

total of three leaks have been detected on Russia’s Nord
Stream pipelines, which transport natural gas to Europe,
n the same day, and were accompanied by “powerful un-
derwater explosions,” thus widely considered to be a “deliber-
ate act.” One obvious result is that Europe’s hope of receiving
Russian gas through the Nord Stream pipelines this winter has
completely vanished into thin air. The already complicated and
intertwined knot between Russia and the West has also been
made more difficult by this “accident.”
Analysts generally believe that this is a special manifestation of
the destructive spillover effect of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Who did it? No one claimed responsibility. There have been var-
ious speculations on international social media, but all have no
credible evidence, which, however, has further escalated tensions
among all parties concerned and increased mutual strategic sus-
picion among major powers, causing more problems under the
secondary disaster. In any case, the attack on major transnation-
al infrastructure for civilian use is very odious in nature. It has
also created a dangerous precedent since the outbreak of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict. Such a trend cannot be indulged. Both the Eu-
ropean Union and Russia have demanded that relevant agencies
conduct a comprehensive investigation and publicize the findings.
Since the incident occurred within the exclusive economic zones
of Denmark and Sweden, at the moment, Germany, Denmark and
Sweden are investigating on the cause of the accident. However, as
this incident involves many countries, it is necessary to ask relevant
international bodies to set up a joint investigation team so as to re-
store the truth, find out the perpetrators and make them punished
accordingly as soon as possible. The incident should be prevented
from becoming a Rashomon-style one. If Russia and European coun-
tries can cooperate in accident investigation, even if such cooperation
is extremely limited, it will be a green olive branch in the black storm,
which will help ease the confrontation and avoid the spiral of contra-
dictions.It also needs to be pointed out that, from the Bucha incident to
the North Stream incident, war and chaos are the main culprit behind all
these tragedies. It is hoped that the sound of the explosion on the North
Stream pipelines can awaken more people to join in the pursuit of peace,
so as to turn the North Stream incident into an opportunity to stop the
war and promote peace, rather than a fuse that worsens the situation.
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Europe ‘turning right’

boot that Europeans have been worrying about for a long time
has fallen on Italy’s ground, and the real challenge may just have
egun. Brothers of Italy leader Giorgia Meloni claimed victory in

the general election held on Sunday that has a high probability to in-
stall her as Italy’s first female prime minister. What has attracted more
public attention is Meloni’s far-right tendency. Some European and US
media outlets even dubbed her the “female Mussolini,” a label enough
to make some Europeans chilling. But labels are one-sided and can’t ex-
plain complex political realities. We should, and in fact can only, respect
the choice made by the Italians today, and on this premise, manage
relations with the new Italian government.
Many people have compared this election with the Brexit vote, both of
which have had a huge impact on European integration. As the Washing-
ton Post said, “Another taboo in Europe is about to be broken.” For the
European establishment elites, the more serious question is: will this be
the first domino in the collapse of traditional European politics? But after
all, this is an internal affair in Italy and Europe. No matter how strong
a shock it would cause in the Western world, the shock will continue to
weaken with the distance from the epicenter increasing. The outsiders
don’t have to have a strong empathy.
Meloni, 45, deliberately downplayed her far-right tendency using a rela-
tively conciliatory tone in her victory speech. She also vowed to “govern
for everyone.” This is a common practice for winners in Western election
politics and their policy choices after taking office are often inconsistent
with campaign slogans. However, radical positions such as “EU skepti-
cism” and “anti-immigrant” are Meloni’s political backgrounds and one of
the key reasons for her victory. It is difficult for her to make fundamental
adjustments in these regards.
For non-Western countries, including China, there is a running-in problem
for each other. But they can deal with it in a pragmatic, rational attitude,
and cope with it as it stands. During campaign, Meloni made negative
remarks over the Taiwan question and the Belt and Road Initiative, which
are deliberately amplified by Western public opinion. This is part of a se-
ries of her radical campaign language. We have noted her statements, and
we will continue to follow how she will act. On Monday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson said that it is hoped “the new Italian government
will continue to follow a positive and practical China policy.”
History has repeatedly proved that creating new crisis cannot solve cur-
rent difficulties, but it will instead bury bigger hidden dangers for the
future.
For Europe which is standing at crossroads, it faces a series of develop-
ment and security issues, such as refugee influx, energy crisis, economic
recession, that wait for urgent solution as its politics turns right. It needs
strategic autonomy, the courage to see truth from facts and choices that
accord to the trend to solve those issues. Italy is no exception to this.

Lots of talk but

Putin’s reservists

Dr M Ali Hamza

The Biden Administration
recently asked Congress for
$13.7 billion in additional
aid for Ukraine.Overall, the
US has pledged just under
45 billion in total aid (fi-
nancial, humanitarian, and
military

n its face value, Putin’s mobilisation of Russian

reservistspresents the scenario of shortage of will-

ing fighters for the country or the loss of military
human resource to an extreme extent. Both assumptions
appear to be very irrational. Establishing the premises to
support this conclusion requires an understand of certain
facts. Again, on its face value the war is between Russia
and Ukraine. Ukrainian army comprises of only 204000
individuals whereas Russian army is having 850000 ac-
tive-duty personnel and 2 million reserve personnel;that
makes it the fifth largest military in the world. Moreover,
The Russian Armed Forces possess the largest stockpile
of nuclear weapons in the world, surpassing the arsenal of
the United States. They operate the second-largest fleet of
ballistic missile submarines, and are one of only three mili-

taries; alongside China and the United States, that operate
strategic bombers. Russia is having 3 times more armored
vehicles, 5 times larger number of tanks, 10 times more
aircrafts, 20 times bigger naval fleet than Ukraine.In 2021,
Russia had the fifth-highest military expenditure in the
world at US$65.9 billion. So, there is no match of might
between these two countries.

Now, this arises a counter argument that beside having all
this superiority, Russia faced huge resistance and Ukraini-
an forces fought diligently. Seriously? It is important to note
that mostly entire western hemisphere providing a backup
to Ukraine. Russia is “de facto facing all of NATO,” the
USled Western military alliance that has shipped billions of
dollars of armaments to Ukraine to help fend off Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. The Biden Administration recently asked
Congress for $13.7 billion in additional aid for Ukraine.
Overall, the US has pledged just under 45 billion in total
aid (financial, humanitarian, and military). The next closest
donor is the European Union, which has pledged around 16
billion to Ukraine. The largest individual European donor
nation is the United Kingdom, at just over 6 billion.

At the same time,after Russian invasion of Ukraine, Ger-
many, Poland and then the entire European Union as well
as Canada announced to formally banRussian Television
(RT): the prominent international Russian channel, having
a global footprint. Moreover, independent service providers
in over 10 countries suspended broadcasting RT.Why? why
the world is kept away from Russian narrative? Is demo-
cratic global village not mature or ready enough to accept
Easterns’ freedom of expression, or they are incompetent
to counter the Russian reasoning? This seems unfair to
keep glorifying US/EU invasion in multiple countries since
2000 through media dictatorship and on the contrary pre-
senting the countries that differ, as devilish; a pure doctri-
nal, aristocratic and imperialist mind set. Anyways, getting
back to the main point, Ukraine would not be a free country
today without foreign support. And still all NATO forces are
incapable of brining Putin on table talk on their own terms.
So, who is showing real muscles?

When winters are knocking at the door, Russian gas& oil
has become indispensable for European Union.ThoughEU
is finding alternative supplies since February 2022, and it
may need to ship-in LiquidNaturalGas (LNG) in tankers
from producers like the US and Qatar. First the price hike
is unavoidable, and secondly energy experts believe that
there aren’t enough LNG terminals in Europe that can sup-
port importing LPG from the said countries. This will be a
problem for Germany, particularly. It is pertinent to men-

tion that Lithuania and Finland having about 80% depend-
ence on Russia oil, and many EU countries fulfil a signifi-
cant portion of their energy needs from Russian supplies.
Furthermore, it is important to ask that whether the trade
sanctions on Russia working?Quite the reverse, these sanc-
tions rather helped Russia by soaring energy prices. Russia
received an estimated 400bn ($430bn, £341bn) over the
past year from oil and gas exports to Europe.The EU says
its latest sanctions could cut the amount of oil it buys from
Russia by 90%. However, this will take months to come into
full effect, and even then, Russia will be able to sell oil else-
where in the world. In addition to that India and China have
both been buying more Russian crude in recent months.
At the same time, Argentina, Brazil, China, Georgia, Indo-
nesia, Mexico, Moldova, Serbia, Turkeyexpressed no inten-
tion of imposing sanctions on Russia. And few European
countries are revisiting their decision in terms of saying no
to energy trade with Russia. So, who has the better hand?
Most definitely Russia did not go for a blind, the cards are
opening, and hands are revealing.

Therefore, argument that Russia has lost to a degree where
it had to call the reservists (the reserved army), shows poor
grounding. Remember that Russian Military has branches
consist of the Ground Forces, Navy, and Aerospace
Forces, as well as three independent arms of service:
the Strategic Rocket Forces, Airborne Forces, and
Special Operations Forces.Russian law mandates one-
year drafting for all male citizens aged 18-27. This
also means that their entire population is trained to
fight in the severest war conditions. Moreover, not all
these individuals who are formally trained to take part
in war join army rather a small fraction. Rest of the
individuals enroll in other occupations. So, instead of
recruiting a fulltime soldier that adds up financially,
these reservists are called as a temporary fighter,
whenever needed. As winters are coming, and UN is
still unable to settle down matter and stop NATO ex-
pansion program, now Russia plans to stage the final
show. Though some say that it is the first real test
of support for Putin’s invasion and early signs do not
look good.But how can this western point of view ne-
gate the fact that in last 7 months, Russia alone is
standing on its point of view and have challenged the
entire west openly. This is not possible without the
internal support of its people. West should have by
now reconsidered its support to NATO expansion in
Ukraine. Still, it can be done, if Putin’s call for reserv-
ists is not taken as a joke.

Geopolitics of great powers

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

In short, President Xi is using
the Russia-Ukraine war to
push into a “new era that will
destroy or weaken the US
alliance.

ussia’s invasion of Ukraine is the most catastrophic

event for the world order since World War II. The

world is passing through a new era of geopolitics.
The world needs a new strategic approach to ensure uni-
ty and consensus to deter future aggression. History has
shown that aggression is like an infectious disease that
is difficult to control, especially when it starts to spread.
Vladimir Putin is not alone in wanting to destroy the World
Order that was put in place to maintain world peace, but
Communist Party General Secretary Xi Jinping has also
outlined his vision and predicted that supporting Putin’s
aggression could advance China’s geopolitical and politi-
cal interests. Sadrshi is confident that Putin will succeed,
but the strong resistance of the Ukrainian people, the
bold leadership of VolodymyrZelensky and the Western
response are also surprising. Zelenskiy has reason to
be satisfied that key European countries are opposed to
President Xi’s aggressive deterrent design. China is try-
ing to replace the US alliance system with a network of
“partnerships”. However, in order to create a new world
order, you must tear down the old world order. China and
Russia believe that the US is playing the role of an ar-
rogant player. This thought is being born in many parts
of the world including China. The People’s Republic of
China blames all the violence and destruction in Europe
on Washington. Russia supports the Chinese principle
and affirms that Taiwan is part of China and opposes any
form of Taiwan independence. Russia’s aggression against

Ukraine has shown that the world must take seriously
what Xi and Putin are saying, especially when they speak
their own language. Both countries are determined to de-
stroy the US alliance by force if necessary. . Xi and Putin
imply that US unity has been achieved at their opposition,
and they will oppose it. Statements by top Chinese diplo-
mats should not be dismissed as mere propaganda. This is
a clear warning to Washington to abandon its strategy in
the Indo-Pacific and Beijing reserves the option of resist-
ance. From this perspective, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
sets a precedent. Besides, Beijing has also warned small
countries like Ukraine to stay away from US intrigues. Ac-
cording to Beijing, sympathy for Ukraine is fine because
it is not fine to be used as a pawn in Washington’s efforts
to maintain geopolitical hegemony. These messages are
being heard even in those countries, which remain neu-
tral in international politics. Russia and China continue
to oppose any attempt by foreign powers to undermine
security and stability in their respective regions. China and
Russia also oppose further expansion of NATO and contin-
ue to demand that the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
abandon its Cold War ideological practices. China and Russia
also oppose the formation of a bloc in the Asia-Pacific region
and are wary of the negative impact of the US Indo-Pacific
strategy on peace and stability in the region. The two coun-
tries also remain deeply concerned about the Tripartite Se-
curity Partnership between Australia, the United States and
the United Kingdom, which provides for deep cooperation
among its members in areas of strategic stability, particularly
in the nuclear field. Both countries believe that such actions
contradict the goals of security and sustainable development of
the Asia-Pacific region and increase the risk of an arms race in the
region, which also poses a serious threat to nuclear proliferation.
President Xi and Putin’s opposition to the Biden administration’s
new Australia-UK-US (AUKUS) initiative has targeted violations
of non-proliferation treaties. This opposition is echoed in coun-
tries outside the West. Australia, Korea, Singapore and Taiwan are
committed to supporting Ukraine. The Philippines and Indonesia
also voted to condemn Russia, but India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and Vietnam did not. Most of the Southeast Asian countries
have been supporting NATO, Ukraine and the United States.
Countries in the Indo-Pacific, such as Saudi Arabia, have also
not supported coalition efforts against Russia. Such neutral-
ity and indifference is a growing problem in international
affairs and undermines counter-terrorism efforts. There
is a growing perception in the West that a new Cold War is
beginning, but most of the world does not see things that
way. Undoubtedly, Asian countries face a greater threat than
China and Russia, but in the absence of a comprehensive
diplomatic campaign led by the United States, Washington
cannot support Taiwan in the Taiwan crisis. Many analysts
believe that if China invades the democratic island of Taiwan,
many countries will sit on the coast. Such a drive by Beijing
to erode Taiwan’s international identity could also be dan-

gerous because if a dispute erupted, it would signal Taiwan’s
diplomatic isolation as a province that China is taking back.
In contrast, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine provoked a Western
response. China also has strong economic ties with each of
these countries. The US will need those to defend Taiwan,
and it often uses its diplomatic and other tactics to keep
them at bay. Many countries and US allies do not necessarily
agree with all Chinese statements about Taiwan and justify
their neutrality. On the other hand, Washington also needs
active diplomatic efforts to dispel the perception among its
allies that China will not remain neutral if it starts a war. U.S.
diplomacy must highlight that China is reneging on its com-
mitment to peace and endangering the stability of peace and
stability in the region, even as it is committed to maintaining
peace under the Taiwan Relations Act.And Washington must
also be convinced that it cannot distance itself from countries
or regions that are hostile to China and Russia. However, the
US has also given China and Russia the opportunity to have
considerable influence in important regions such as the Per-
sian Gulf. Both the lack of a US trade vision for Southeast Asia
and the lack of a security system are obstacles to building a bloc.
But Washington only sees how quickly military aid can be deliv-
ered and how quickly the right weapons systems can get into
the right hands in a crisis. In Asia, and especially in the Taiwan
Strait, Washington acts as if a crisis is brewing and has to provide
immediate assistance to its partners.

Washington does not need to provoke China, but both states
should make promises and work for peace. Lessons need to be
learned from the failed deterrence efforts in Ukraine. It should
be noted that the prevention of war in Ukraine has failed. The
US also had no military ties to Ukraine, so it could not directly
help Ukraine except through rhetoric. Although the US armed
Ukraine with disproportionate weapons that could destroy a ma-
jor Russian weapons system, it did not stop Putin from going to
war. On the other hand, Taiwan also faces a threat from China and
a similar approach would not work to deter China because the US
is not militarily engaged with the island. The U.S. should prepare
Taiwan’s military to work together as an ally to counter various
threats of oppression. But that requires careful alliance manage-
ment, as Washington continues to practice with other potential
alliance partners. China relies on global markets for everything
from technology and energy to food and agriculture, precious met-
als, minerals and capital. Indeed, China’s dependence on the glob-
al economy has prevented it from helping Russia evade sanctions.
Washington will have to maintain strong ties with all major suppli-
ers in China. In short, President Xi is using the Russia-Ukraine
war to push into a “new era that will destroy or weaken the US
alliance. Putin has taught the world that rhetoric Exploitation and
intimidation can wreak havoc. Washington should also devise a
strategy to highlight Beijing’s continuing threats to peace and
security in Asia, thereby sparing thousands of innocent people
from the effects of war. It is time for both countries to come
down from the mountain and stand side by side. Although it is
difficult to do, but by doing this, Asia can be saved from war.

little action as
global crises grow

Ishtiag Ahmed
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Hollow talk and empty prom-
ises by world leaders on crit-
ical global issues like climate
change, poverty, hunger and
disease are the norm at inter-
national gatherings. The 77th
session of the UN General
Assembly, which concluded
on Tuesday, turned out to
be no different. Even worse,
its thematic general debate
on finding “transformative
solutions to interlocking chal-
lenges” was overshadowed by
the war in Ukraine, leaving
the world more divided than
ever. This divide complicates
the urgent task of dealing
with the unprecedented rise
in global energy prices and
food shortages, which are a
consequence of this war. The
progress on persisting global
crises such as climate change
— whose disastrous implica-
tions are increasingly visible
in continental heat waves,
crippling droughts and cata-
strophic floods — also looks
bleak. On other global issues
like gender equality, the trend
is visibly in reverse. Ongoing
protests in Iran over the hijab
follow the familiar tale of the
denial of women’s rights in
Talibanled Afghanistan and
elsewhere.

For seven decades, the
USSoviet Cold War and the
subsequent US unilateralism
distracted the UNGA from
performing its obligatory func-
tions. The least it could do was
to keep the global focus on per-
sisting conflicts like Palestine
and maintain the fragile peace
in conflict zones. In 2000, the
Millennium Development
Goals were launched to tackle
key global issues. But the re-
sults were far from impressive.
It was against this backdrop
that the UNGA unveiled the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development in 2015. The pro-
gress on SDGs is also less than
satisfactory, as the rich nations
have been unwilling to provide
the mandatory support to their
poor counterparts. Under the
Trump administration, the US
even withdrew from the Paris
climate accord and refused to
fund UN bodies like the World
Health Organization. Last year,
President Joe Biden renewed
the US’ commitment to mulk
tilateralism by rejoining the
climate agreement and resum-
ing funding to UN institutions.
Consequently, UNGA 76,
held last September, revived
hope of viable progress on the
SDGs. “Our Common Agen-
da,” the report released by UN
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres ahead of that session,
called for “multilateralism with
teeth,” while offering more ro-
bust approaches to crisis man-
agement and the mitigation of
persisting security conflicts
and emerging nontradition-
al threats. On the occasion,
the US and other Western
countries also appeared to

be willing to meet their obli-
gations under Agenda 2030.
Multilateralism was in action
a couple of months later at the
26th UN climate change con-
ference in Glasgow, where the
member states renewed their
commitment to realize the
Paris accord’s goal of limiting
the global temperature rise to
2 degrees Celsius — ideally 1.5
C — by reducing carbon diox-
ide emissions to zero by 2050.
From the issue of gender eq-
uity in Talibanled Afghanistan
to the cause of humanitarian
relief in warravaged Syria, the
world was willing to respond
to the UN’s calls for help. Its
collective resolve to combat
the COVID-19 global pandem-
ic also bore fruit. A year later,
however, and the emerging
spirit of international camara-
derie is nowhere to be seen.
The war in Ukraine, Europe’s
most serious conflict since the
Second World War, has opened
fissures among major powers
in a way not seen since the
Cold War. Its consequences
are all-pervasive. The US and
other Western nations, which
produce the bulk of green-
house gases, are committed
under the Paris Agreement to
help such fragile nations. But
their priorities have shifted in
the wake of the Ukraine war.
This unfortunate reality was on
full display at UNGA 77, where
the US and its European allies
were more interested in set-
tling scores with Russia than
heeding the pleas of Guterres
or the bulk of more than 150
leaders from Africa, Asia and
South America for a better and
safer world, and what it must
entail. China has its own axe to
grind with the Biden adminis-
tration, which has ramped up
hostility against Beijing. Its re-
cent provocation over Taiwan
suggests as much. Meanwhile,
Russia is indirectly at war with
NATO, whose members are
funding and arming Ukraine.
Climate change, in particular,
poses an existential threat to
humanity. But it is difficult to
imagine that the upcoming UN
climate change conference in
Egypt will bridge the growing
gulf between its disastrous ef-
fects and our commitment to
climate action. How the war
in Ukraine ends, and the rival-
ry between the great powers
evolves, will determine if the
world emerges from this dark
era or descends further into
it. At least for now, the gap
between rhetoric and reality in
the international response to
resolving critical global issues
does not appear to be narrow-
ing.

e Ishtiag Ahmad is a for-
mer journalist who has
been vice chancellor of
Sargodha University in Pa-
kistan and Quaid-e-Azam
Fellow at the University of
Oxford.
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LAHORE: England beat Pa-
kistan by 8 wickets to lev-
el the 7 match series 3-3.
The final T20 will decide
the series. English batters
comprehensively and easily
chased down the target of
170 set by Pakistan.

Earlier, Babar Azam
equalled India star Virat
Kohli’s record of the fast-
est man to 3,000 runs in
cricket’s shortest format
as Pakistan scored 169-6 in
the sixth Twenty20 inter-
national against England in
Lahore on Friday. The Pa-
kistan skipper, who hit an
unbeaten 59-ball 87 for his
27th half century, reached
3,000 T20I runs in 81 in-
nings as he anchored the
home team’s total after they
were sent in to bat.

Azam hit three sixes and
seven boundaries and add-
ed 48 for the fourth wicket
with Iftikhar Ahmed (31)
and 47 for the third with
Haider Ali (18). Sam Cur-
ran (2-26) and David Willey
(2-32) were the successful
England bowlers. Pakistan,
who lead the seven-match
series 3-2, handed a T20I
debut to 21-year-old wick-
etkeeper/batsman Moham-
mad Haris as they rested
Mohammad Rizwan. Fast
bowler Haris Rauf was also
rested, making way for
Shahnawaz Dahani. Eng-
land rested the pace duo
of Mark Wood and Chris
Woakes to bring in Reece
Topley and Gleeson. The
last match is also in La-
hore on Sunday.

Putin
proclaims...

From Pack 01

the north of Donetsk prov-
ince. Defeat there could
open the way for Ukraine
to recapture swathes of
the territory that Putin has
now declared to be part of
Russia. The war’s brutali-
ty was further hammered
home just hours before Pu-
tin’s speech when missiles
struck a convoy of civilian
cars preparing to cross
the frontline from Ukraini-
an-held territory in Zapor-
ozhzhia province.

Reuters saw a dozen bod-
ies amid blasted cars in a
scene of carnage. Ukraine
said 25 people had been
killed and 74 wounded.
“The enemy 1is raging
and seeking revenge for
our steadfastness and his
failures,” Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
skiy wrote on Telegram.
“Bloodthirsty scum! You
will definitely answer. For
every lost Ukrainian life!”

Ukraine

‘Transparency’ in JCPOA
draft interpretation essential

The Iranian official underscored that “one of the dimensions of
strengthening the text was transparency, in such a manner that
when text 1s published, 10 interpretations should not come out of it”

DNA

TEHRAN: Iran’s Minister
of Foreign Affairs Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian has said
the nuclear deal draft the
US sent to Iran “contained
a lot of ambiguities,” and
required that Iran made fur-
ther elaboration for ‘trans-
parency’ to be achieved.

In an exclusive interview
with Iranian news agency,
the Iranian FM commented
on several topics, including
the JCPOA, the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war, prison-
ers exchange between Iran
and the US and the mes-
sages sent via Foreign min-
isters of several countries
including Iraq.

He also touched briefly
on the meeting between
the President of Islamic
Republic of Iran Ibrahim
Raesi and his French
counterpart Emanuel Ma-
cron at the sideline of the
United Nations General
Assembly in New York
among other issues.

During his trip, Amir Ab-
dollahian met with 17 of his
counterparts from Europe,
West Asia, Latin America,
and Africa. This is in addi-
tion to participating in 13
meetings that President
Raisi had with presidents
and prime ministers on the
sidelines of the United Na-
tions General Assembly.

Touching on Washington’s
response to the proposals
for the revival of the 2015
nuclear deal and the remov-
al of anti-Tehran sanctions,
which Iran said it careful-
ly examined, the Iranian
minister said, “After we re-
ceived the comments of the
American side, we saw that
in terms of some issues that
are key and fundamental for
us, the text provided by the
US “could be interpreted
but has a lot of ambiguities.”
Amir-Abdollahian pointed out
that in response to the US
comments on the draft, Iran
tried to “strengthen” this
text to further clarify it, in
such a way that the “balance”
in the text does not change.

“We did not change the con-
tent; the framework of the
agreement was maintained,
however, while maintaining
our red lines. Therefore this
text needed strengthening,”
he told IRNA.

The Iranian official under-
scored that “one of the di-
mensions of strengthening
the text was transparency,
in such a manner that when
the text is published, 10
interpretations should not
come out of it.”

Moreover, he highlighted
that the majority of those

who read the text should
feel that they have a single

understanding and inter-
pretation of it. Four days
of Vienna talks between
representatives of Iran and
the five remaining parties
to the JCPOA to salvage the
deal culminated on August
8 with a modified text on
the table. The Vienna talks
had resumed on August
4 after several months of
impasse, and expertlevel
negotiations were held be-
tween Iran and the P4+1
group of countries.

Further commenting on
the nuclear deal, Iran’s FM
said, “The important thing
for us is that we have not
negotiated just for the sake
of negotiating. We negotiat-
ed in order to reach a point
where the sanctions will be
lifted and we will be able
to take advantage of the
economic benefits of the
JCPOA, which the Islamic
Republic of Iran has not re-
ceived so far since 2015.”

On a related note, Amir-Ab-
dollahian said the US clearly
states that “what we agree
on will be valid until the end
of the Biden administration,
and that the US will not have
guarantees for the next ad-
ministration.” He reiterated
that the guarantee issue is
very important to Iran in ne-
gotiations on the revival of
the 2015 nuclear deal. Earli-
er on August 31, Amir-Abdol-
lahian also highlighted the
importance of guarantees at
a press conference held in
Moscow, where he said Iran
needs guarantees “from the
other party to have a sustain-

able deal.”

According to the Iranian of-
ficial, one of the issues that
are seriously considered by
most parties is where are
these talks heading and
where would things end up.
“We are serious about reach-
ing an agreement and we
will not hesitate to reach
a good, strong and stable
agreement. We will continue
our efforts, we will not leave
the negotiating table, and
it is the American side that
must show now, whether it
has the necessary courage
to make a decision on this
issue or not?” Also, Amir-Ab-
dollahian strongly criticized
the fact that the US should
make it clear whether it
seeks to maintain security
across the region and reach
an agreement, or thinks it
could simultaneously exploit
‘made-up’ scenarios where
foreign players try to meddle
and cause chaos and unrest,
in reference to the latest for-
eign exploitation of unfortu-
nate death of Mahsa Amini
in police custody.

Top seed Ruud stunned
~at ATP Korea Open

SporTts DESK

SEOUL: The top seed
Casper Ruud suffered a
shock loss in the quar
terfinals of the lone ATP
Tour tournament in South
Korea on Friday, falling
to the unseeded Japanese
player Yoshihito Nishioka
in three sets. Nishioka, #
world No. 56, defeat- f
ed the second-ranked
Ruud 6-2, 3-6, 6-2, in

ol

the  biggest
upset of the Eugene Korea
Open at Olympic Park Ten-
nis Center in Seoul. The
26-year-old from Japan is
two victories away from his
second career ATP title.
In the semifinals on Satur-
day, Nishioka will play Al-
eksandar Kovacevic of the
United States, who elimi-
nated fellow American Mac-
kenzie McDonald with a
4-6, 6-3, 6-2 victory in their
quarterfinal match Friday.

Nishioka
took the
first set

'**; over Ruud,
+the  final-

ist at the
French

Open and the U.S. Open
this year, with stunning
ease. Nishioka broke Ruud
at the start and quickly went
up 4-1 before closing out
the set with an ace. Ruud
responded in the second
set by winning four of the
final five games. In the de-

ciding set, Nishioka had his
first break of the set to go
up 4-2 and didn't lose anoth-
er game the rest of the way.
He held his serve after go-
ing to deuce twice for a 5-2
lead, and one of the ATP's
shortest players relied on a
couple of gorgeous volleys
in the clinching game.

"Today, I played very ag-
gressive. If I stayed back, it
would be very tough," Nish-
iokasaid. "SoItried tobe a
bit inside the court and

play
aggressive,
tried to get to the
net and use drop vol-
leys. It worked. A couple of
games were very tough in
the third set, but I still tried
to put pressure on him."
Ruud said he was tinkering
with his game, stepping
more into the court than
he normally does, in search
of some long-term improve-
ments of his game.

After dropping the first set

playing in a different way,
Ruud went back to his nor-
mal style to take the second
set. But the Norwegian re-
turned to his experimental
mode for the final set, em-
phasizing the process over
the result. "Even though
the second set went well,
I still wanted to try to im-
prove some things. I chal-
lenged myself to step more
into the court and forced
myself to play more this
way," he said. "Even though
it didn't go well, I'd still like
think it's going to improve

% and help my game for the
& future." The other semifi-

nal match in the singles
will pit Denis Shapov-
alov of Canada against
Jenson Brooksby of the U.S.
Shapovalov, the fourth seed,
beat Radu Albot of Moldova
6-2, 6-2, in the quarterfi-
nals Friday. Brooksby, the
eighth seed, had a walkover
from the quarters after his
scheduled opponent, No.
2 seed Cameron Norrie,
withdrew due to an undis-
closed illness.
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SINGAPORE: Lewis Hamilton went quickest Friday in first
practice for the Singapore Grand Prix, edging out Max Verstap-
pen who is on the verge of retaining his world championship.
The British driver initially complained about his Mercedes hav-
ing no "driveability" over team radio before scorching round
the Marina Bay Circuit in 1min 43.033sec, 0.084sec ahead
of Red Bull's Verstappen. It was the first time Hamilton had
topped the timesheets in any session this year, giving him hope
of being able to score a first victory and maintain his run of
winning a race in every season since his 2007 debut. Charles
Leclerc, who can prevent Verstappen from sealing the champi-
onship in Singapore by finishing higher than eighth in Sunday's
race, overcame early brake problems in his Ferrari before set-
ting the third-fastest time, 0.402sec behind Hamilton.

Fourth was Red Bull's Sergio Perez, fifth was George Rus-
sell in the second Mercedes and sixth Carlos Sainz, who
complained of set-up problems in his Ferrari. Verstappen
celebrated his 25th birthday with a cake in the Red Bull
team hospitality before the session only to see Hamilton,
who has won four times previously in Singapore, spoil the
Dutchman's party. It had not looked likely early in the ses-
sion as Verstappen reeled off a series of fastest laps with
Hamilton at one point three seconds off the pace.
Verstappen is running away with the title battle but must
win Sunday's race and see his closest rivals falter to clinch
with five races to go, or the fight will move on to Japan next
week. Single-lap pace in qualifying is crucial at Singapore,
where pole position is a huge advantage on the 23-turn Ma-
rina Bay Circuit that affords few opportunities to overtake.
Brakes are all-important on the tight track and Leclerc
had problems with his on his first lap. It forced him
back to the Ferrari garage and he only emerged with
37 minutes of the hour-long session remaining. Russell
also had an issue with slowing down, going wide at
turn 10 but being able to pull up just in time to prevent
him ploughing head-on into the barriers. - APP

IPC Minister to

CJP should
not give
political...

From Pace 01
only if the bench composed
of the judges of the supreme
court is constituted for in-
vestigation of the cipher.
However, at the same time,
baber suggested that that
PTI should not return to
the current assembly as it
would be better to go to the
assembly with a fresh man-
date after new elections.
On a question regarding
delay in long march despite
Imran Khan’s announce-
ment, Babar Awan said that
it depends on party’s polit-
ical strategy to decide time
to announce a decision.
He said that the long march
under the leadership of
Imran Khan is not too late
as it is being continuously
consulted with the top lead-
ership and decisions have
been taken in this regard.
Talking about the disclosure
of the leaked audio of Imran
Khan in the context of for-
eign conspiracy, he said that
the cipher was proved as a
fact by the leaked audio.
Babar Awan said that there
is nothing in Imran Khan’s
audio leak that contradicts
our position, but it is an ad-
ditional proof that our gov-
ernment was overthrown
through a conspiracy.
PTI chief’s legal advisor Ba-
bar Awan claimed that there
is no threat to Imran Khan
from the current legal and
police cases. He said Imran
Khan'’s legal problems have
been resolved and serious
cases filed against him are
dismissed by the court or
he is on protection bail.

Another
audio of
Imran...

From Pace 01
Azam Khan, foreign secre-
tary and I will attend the
meeting. We will tell the
meeting that we will secret-
ly have to write the minutes
of our own choice. Azam
Khan is suggesting writing
minutes of the letter.

We should keep its photo-
copy. This letter came on
8th but the meeting was
held on 7th. We must not
mention America’s name
in any case. No one should
utter America’s name.” On
this, a voice believed to be
that of Asad Umar chipped
in correcting Imran that it
was not a letter rather it was
a transcript of the meeting.
The purported voice of
Asad asked Imran: “Are
you deliberately calling it a
letter? It’s not a letter, it’s
transcript of a meeting.” To
which the purported voice
of Imran replied “It’s that,
transcript of the meeting.
Letter or transcript are the
same things.”

The PTI chief further said
“The public won’t understand
the transcript. We have to say
like this in public rallies.” Ear-
lier, in the first audio tape of
Imran Khan leaked on Sept
28, he could be heard direct-

applies for f‘ “ 5
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ing his then principal secre-
tary that they should play
with the cypher issue with-
out taking the name of the
United States. “Let’s play
with it and make it foreign
plot,” Imran Khan said.

Big dacoits
given NRO:
Imran Khan

From Pace 01 ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coor-
accession to NATO,” Zelen- dination (IPC) Ehsan ur Rehman Mazari would inaugurate
skiy said in the video on the the National Women's Basketball Championship starting
Telegram app. The video from October 3 here at Pakistan Sports Complex. Top
showed Zelenskiy in com- eight teams from around the country would be in action
bat fatigues announcing the in the five-days championship to be hosted by Federal
membership bid and sign- Basketball Association (FBBA) under the umbrella of Pa-
ing a document flanked by kistan Basketball Federation (PBBF). “All arrangements
his prime minister and the have been completed for the championship where top
speaker of parliament. eight teams taking part in the event have been divided
The announcement was like- into two pools”, said championship organizing secretary
ly to touch a nerve in Mos- and Federal Basketball Association General Secretary
cow which casts the NATO Ouj-e-Zahoor. Ouj-e-Zahoor said Pool "A" comprise de-
bloc at home as a hostile fending champion Pakistan Wapda, Karachi, Rawalpindi
military alliance bent on and Quetta while Pool "B" includes teams from Pakistan

encroaching on Moscow’s Army, Lahore, Islamabad and Peshawar. - APP
sphere of influence. Before

From Pace 01
“They made two changes to
the law,” he began, adding,
“the first change is that if
any fund comes from out-
side the country will not be
admissible as evidence - if

= e B - Ve :
GILGIT: Canadian High Commissioner to Pakistan Gilmour Wendy paid a visit to Gilgit. She visits

Women Sports Gala and also interacted and played with the practicing Girls Hockey Team. — DNA

Russia sent its armed forces
into Ukraine in February,
Moscow was demanding le-
gally binding guarantees that
Ukraine would never be ad-
mitted to the U.S.-led trans-
atlantic defence alliance.

In his video speech, Zelen-
skiy accused Russia of re-
writing history and redraw-
ing borders “using murder,
blackmail, mistreatment
and lies,” something he said
Kyiv would not allow.

He said however that Kyiv
remained committed to
the idea of co-existence
with Russia “on equal, hon-
est, dignified and fair con-
ditions”. “Clearly, with this
Russian president (that)
is impossible. He does
not know what dignity and
honesty are. Therefore, we
are ready for a dialogue
with Russia, but with an-
other president of Russia,”
Zelenskiy said.

Zelenskiy said that while
Ukraine waits for consen-
sus among NATO member
states, it could be protected
under draft security guaran-
tees proposed by Kyiv and
known as the Kyiv Security
Compact, which Moscow
has rejected as an idea.

‘Democracy on the hallot as Brazil holds divisive vote

“The stakes are huge... Democracy is on the ballot,” said political analyst
Michael Shifter of Inter-American Dialogue think tank, calling Bolsonaro
“the most anti-democratic president” since the military regime

RIO DE JANEIRO: After a
polarizing campaign, Brazil
votes for its next president
Sunday in a combative heav-
yweight bout threatening to
test its young democracy:
far-right incumbent Jair Bol-
sonaro versus leftist former
leader Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva. Lula, the charismatic
but tarnished ex-metalwork-
er who led Brazil through
an economic boom from
2003 to 2010, leads in the
polls, seeking to stage a
stunning comeback four
years after being jailed on
controversial corruption
convictions - since annulled
by the Supreme Court.

Bolsonaro, the pugnacious
ex-army captain whose pop-
ularity has suffered from
the carnage of Covid-19
and a sputtering economy,
is gunning for a come-from-
behind win and has strongly

hinted he would not accept
a loss. He has repeatedly
alleged, without evidence,
that Brazil’s electronic vot-
ing system is plagued by
fraud. Lula enters the home
stretch leading Bolsonaro
50 percent to 36 percent,
according to the latest poll
from the Datafolha insti-
tute, released Thursday.
The figures, which exclude
voters planning to cast
blank or spoiled ballots, put
Lula on the cusp of winning
outright and avoiding a run-
off on October 30.

Lula is pulling out all the
stops for a first-round victo-
ry, crisscrossing the coun-
try and summoning the
star power and sex appeal
of celebrity supporters like
pop superstar Anitta and
singer-songwriter Caetano
Veloso to convince waver-
ing Brazilians to cast a “tac-

tical vote” for him.

“What'’s at stake is democra-
cy versus fascism,” the grav-
elly voiced 76-year-old told a
cheering crowd decked out
in the red of his Workers’
Party (PT) at a rally last
month. It is a line heard of-
ten these days in the sprawl-
ing country of 214 million
people, deeply divided after
four years of Bolsonaro’s
social media polemics, an-
ti-establishment attacks,
disregard for deforestation
in the Amazon and no-holds-
barred battle on behalf
of his “Bible, bullets and
beef” coalition - Evangelical
Christians, security hardlin-
ers and the powerful agri-
business sector.

Leading mass marches
and motorcycle rallies by
supporters draped in the
green and yellow of the flag,
Bolsonaro has tapped the

popularity of his telegen-
ic, devoutly Christian first
lady, Michelle, and got a
high-voltage endorsement
of his own Thursday from
football superstar Neymar.
With Bolsonaro, 67, hav-
ing vowed his re-election
bid can only have three
outcomes - “prison, death
or victory” - the election
could be turbulent for Lat-
in America’s biggest coun-
try, which emerged from
two decades of military
dictatorship in 1985. “The
stakes are huge... Democ-
racy is on the ballot,” said
political analyst Michael
Shifter of the Inter-Amer-
ican Dialogue think tank,
calling Bolsonaro “the most
anti-democratic president”
since the military regime.
Some degree of unrest and
violence “is probably like-
ly,” he told AFP. The “mil-

lion-dollar question” is ex-
actly what shape this unrest
would take, said Guilherme
Casaroes, a political scien-
tist at the Getulio Vargas
Foundation. Bolsonaro, who
is openly nostalgic for the
dictatorship, has given the
military a big role in his gov-
ernment and enthusiastical-
ly courted its support.

But defense experts say
an all-out military coup is
unlikely. A Bolsonaro court
challenge or bid to delay the
runoff election are stronger
possibilities, analysts say.
More troubling is what
Casaroes calls the “Capitol
riot scenario”: a Brazilian
version of the turmoil un-
leashed by supporters of
former US president Don-
ald Trump - Bolsonaro’s
political role model - when
he refused to accept elec-
toral defeat. Gun owner-

ship has boomed under
Bolsonaro’s firearm-friend-
ly policies: since he took
office on January 1, 2019,
the number of registered
gun owners has more than
quintupled to 673,000.
That, combined with die-
hard support for Bolson-
aro among some sectors
of the military and police,
is making observers nerv-
ous in Brazil and beyond.
The White House warned
against violence Tuesday,
saying the United States
will be watching “closely.”
Brazil’s 156 million voters
will also be electing the low-
er house of Congress, one-
third of the Senate and gov-
ernors and state legislators
in all 27 states. Polls open
at 8:00 am and close at 5:00
pm (1100-2000 GMT), with
results expected some two
hours later. - APP

someone has stored their
ill-gotten  wealth  abroad
and are bringing it into the
country then that is not ad-
missible.”

He said that the rulers loot-
ed the country for 10 years,
multiplied the loan by four
folds and later got the NRO
through a deal. “I will never
accept this government. I
will not return after the call
for protest,” he declared.
Imran Khan said that the
foundation of the State of
Madina was laid on the rule
of law and justice. “No one
is above the law in a civi-
lized society. The gap be-
tween the poor and the rich
is increasing rapidly,” he
maintained.

He said that today the na-
tion is immersed in the
worst inflation. “The rulers
passed the bill to devour
Rs1,100 billion. It is Jihad
to fight against cruelty and
injustice,” he added, Media.
“The other, all around the
world to catch white-collar
crime, if [ am in government
and my assets increased dis-
proportionately to my in-
come, then it is my respon-
sibility to declare where
I got the money, but they
changed this law,” he said
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BANGKOK: Thailand’s sus-
pended prime minister Prayut
Chan-O-Cha can resume of-
fice, the country’s constitu-
tional court said Friday, ruling
that he has not exceeded his
eight-year term limit. The for-
mer army chief, who came to
power in a 2014 military coup,
was suspended last month
while the court examined a
legal challenge mounted by
opposition parties who argued
he had reached his term limit
in power. Bangkok authorities
were on alert for demonstra-
tions after the ruling, as sev-
eral protest groups had earlier
said they would take to the
streets if Prayut won the case.
“The constitutional court
rules by a majority that the
respondent’s premiership
has not reached the eight-
year limit,” said judge Pu-
nya Udchacon, reading the
ruling. “The cabinet under
the premiership of the re-
spondent is counted from
April 6, 2017.”

Under the 2017 Thai consti-
tution, a prime minister can-
not serve more than eight
years in office, but Prayut’s
supporters and critics disa-
greed about when his term
began. The ruling counts
Prayut’s term from when
the new army-scripted con-
stitution came into force
and means he can stay in
office until 2025 - depend-
ing on an upcoming nation-
al poll, which must be held
within months. - APP

Hurricane
Ian heads

to Carolinas

FORT MYERS: Forecasters
expect Hurricane Ian to
cause life-threatening storm
surges in the Carolinas on
Friday after unleashing dev-
astation in Florida, where it
left a yet unknown number
of dead in its wake. After
weakening across Florida,
Ian regained its Category 1
status in the Atlantic Ocean
and was headed toward the
Carolinas, the US National
Hurricane Center said Fri-
day. “Flooding rains (are)
likely across the Carolinas
and southwestern Virginia,”
the NHC added.

The storm, one of the most
powerful ever to hit the
United States, left hundreds
of people in need of rescue
in Florida, Governor Ron
DeSantis said, warning it
was too early to get a clear
picture of the death toll.
“We absolutely expect to
have mortality from this
hurricane,” he said Thurs-
day. DeSantis said concrete
information about casualty
numbers could be expected
“in the coming days.”
President Joe Biden, after a
briefing at the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA) headquarters, said
“this could be the deadliest
hurricane in Florida histo-
ry.” The numbers “are still
unclear, but we're hearing
reports of what may be
substantial loss of life,” he
said Thursday. Biden later
declared an emergency in
South Carolina, ordering fed-
eral assistance in response
efforts, according to a White
House statement. - APP

Rich nations
to face climate
pressure at

pre-COP27

KINSHASA: Environment
ministers from some 50
countries gather in DR Con-
go on Monday for the pre-
COP27 climate talks, with
rich countries expected to
come under pressure to con-
tribute more to fight global
warming. The informal talks
in the central African coun-
try’s capital Kinshasa come
ahead of the COP27 climate
summit in Egypt, from No-
vember 6-18. Ministers and
other delegates are expect-
ed to discuss points that
could lead to impediments
at the main summit.

But no formal announce-
ments are expected at the
pre-COP27 in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo,
the country’s climate nego-
tiator Tosi Mpanu Mpanu
told AFP. A Western dip-
lomat, who requested ano-
nymity, said that since the
COP and pre-COP are both
being held in Africa “the
emphasis will certainly be
on support from industrial-
ised countries to countries
in the south”. The theme
was also present during the
2021 COP26 climate talks
in Glasgow, which ended
with a pledge to keep global
warming at 1.5 degrees cen-
tigrade compared to pre-in-
dustrial levels. - APP

Alvi thanks Saudi Arabia
for helping flood victims

ppreciated the role played by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
in the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) to highlight the issues
of Palestine and Kashmir as well as the matters related to Afghanistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi has
said that Pakistan and Saudi Arabia en-
joyed long-standing fraternal ties rooted
firmly in the common religion, shared val-
ues and culture and have stood by each
other through thick and thin regardless
of the changes in leadership. He stated
that the people and the Government of
Pakistan deeply appreciated the support
provided by Saudi Arabia during diffi-
cult times especially the help provided
by it during the recent catastrophic cli-
mate change-induced super floods in the
country. The President expressed these
views while talking to the Ambassador of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA), Mr
Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad Al Malikiy, who
called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today.

The President said that Pakistan and Sau-
di Arabia had enjoyed close political ties
over the years, however, both countries
needed to take meaningful and effective

T T

steps to significantly increase the existing
bilateral trade volume of US$ 4.6 billion
in the year 2021-22 as it did not fully re-
flect the depth of bilateral relations be-
tween the two brotherly countries.

played by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
in the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC) to highlight the issues of
Palestine and Kashmir as well as the

matters related to Afghanistan.

He also appreciated KSA’s support in pro-
viding an air bridge for delivering relief as-
sistance to the flood affectees in Pakistan
and the role played by the Saudi Embassy in
Islamabad and the King Salman Humanitar-
ian Aid and Relief Centre in providing relief
assistance to the flood victims.

While highlighting the colossal loss of
lives, livestock and infrastructure, the
President said that the devastating floods
had affected more than 33 million people
all across Pakistan, killed more than 1500
people, over 1 million livestock were lost,
and damage to the economy was estimat-
ed around US$ 30 billion.

The President also highlighted the human
rights violations in the Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir and expressed
the hope that the international communi-
ty would play its due role in ending these
violations and urging India to agree to a
peaceful resolution of the Jammu & Kash-
mir dispute in the light of various United
Nations Security Council resolutions.

EU to cut power use,
levy energy companies

SOFIA: Bulgaria on Sunday holds its fourth general election
in 18 months with a crippling energy crisis linked to the
Ukraine war looming over the European Union’s poorest
nation. The Balkan country has been dogged by political
instability since early 2021, when the conservative GERB
party of three-time premier Boyko Borisov lost power after
almost a decade following massive anti-corruption demos.
But the embattled 63-year-old is back in the electoral
race, crisscrossing the country on the slogan “Stronger
than the chaos”. He is tapping on voter fatigue and has
slammed the “lack of experience” of his liberal successor
Kiril Petkov to take GERB back on top, with poll surveys
predicting it will garner about 25 percent of the votes.
Petkov, a 42-year-old Harvard graduate and former en-
trepreneur, cobbled a precarious four-party coalition gov-
ernment at the end of 2021. But the war in Ukraine broke
out and Bulgaria’s refusal to pay for Russian gas in rubles
saw Gazprom cut deliveries in April. - APP

Ukraine says Russian
strikes on civilian
convoy kill 23

KYIV: Ukraine on Friday blamed Moscow for shelling a con-
voy of civilian cars in the southern Zaporizhzhia region that
killed at least 23 on the front line. Zaporizhzhia regional gov-
ernor Oleksandr Starukh said the strikes had also injured 28
people, "all civilians, local people." A pro-Kremlin official in
Russian-occupied region of Zaporizhzhia blamed Kyiv and de-
nied the Russian army was behind the attack. "The regime in
Kyiv is trying to portray what happened as shelling by Russian
troops, resorting to a heinous provocation,” Vladimir Rogov
said on social media, accusing Ukrainian troops of carrying out
a "terrorist act". The Zaporizhzhia governor said Russian forc-
es "launched a rocket attack on a civilian humanitarian convoy
on the way out of the regional centre". "People were standing
in line to leave for the temporarily occupied territory, to pick
up their relatives and to take away aid," he said on social media.
Governor Starukh also posted a photograph, showing two rows
of crumpled cars and several corpses lying nearby. - APP

BRUSSELS: EU ministers
on Friday agreed cuts to
peak-hour power consump-
tion and windfall levies on
energy companies in an
urgent effort to bring down
sky-high energy prices.

The decision, announced by
the Czech Republic in its
role holding the EU presi-
dency, aims to mitigate en-
ergy costs sent soaring by
Russia's war in Ukraine and
as the northern hemisphere
winter looms. European
households and businesses
are already staggering under
surging energy bills, fuelling
record inflation that in the
eurozone has hit 10 percent.
Extra drama has been in-

jected with several unex-
plained leaks this week of
Russia-Germany undersea
gas pipelines, Nord Stream
1 and 2, that were widely
seen as "sabotage".
The EU minis-
ters' agree-
ment came a
day after Ger-
many - the
bloc's export
powerhouse
that had long
been depend-
ent on Russian
gas - announced a
200-billion-euro (about $200
billion) energy aid package
to shield its consumers.

Other EU countries have de-

ployed smaller-scale national
measures with the same
aim, but several demanded
European-level concertation,
in part to clamp down on
energy-buying com-
petition between
EU peers. The
two measures
adopted were
proposed by
the European
Commission.

The EU exec-
utive  believes
it can raise 140
billion euros from
the levies on non-gas elec-
tricity producers and on en-
ergy majors that are raking
in outsized profits from the

global energy demand.

Its plan to cut power usage
foresees a reduction of "at
least five percent" during
peak hours, according to a
commission document seen
by AFP. Missing from the an-
nounced measures, however,
was an idea espoused by 15
EU countries - among them
France, Spain, Italy, Greece,
Malta and Poland - for a price
cap on imported gas. The en-
ergy crisis, which had been
brewing even before the war
in Ukraine, took on greater
magnitude when Russia se-
verely curtailed natural gas
supplies to Europe in retali-
ation for Western sanctions
over its invasion. - APP

" Sweden lifts arms export
embargo to Tiirkiye

DNA

ANKARA: The Swedish authority
tasked with controlling exports of war
materials said Friday it has authorized
the resumption of exports of military
equipment to Tiirkiye, reversing a ban
in place since 2019. The policy rever-
sal is linked to Sweden and Finland’s
bid to join NATO, of which the Nordic
countries sought membership earlier
this year following Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. But their bid faced a hur-

Qlle as Tiirkiye raised objections over

their support for the PKK terrorist
organization and its Syrian wing, the
YPG. Any bid to join NATO requires
unanimous backing from each of its
30 members. Ankara requested the
lifting of the arms export restrictions
after Sweden and Finland applied to
join the military alliance in mid-May,
which still needs ratification from
Tiirkiye. Inspectorate of Strategic
Products (ISP) said on Friday it had
resumed giving permissions for mili-
tary exports to Tiirkiye. “The govern-
ment has made the assessment that a
Swedish membership in NATO is the

best way to protect Sweden’s and N\
the Swedish people’s security,” the
ISP said in a statement. “Sweden’s
application for NATO membership
to a large degree strengthens the de-
fense and security policy arguments
for approving exports of war materi-
als to other member states, including
Tiirkiye,” the authority said. The ISP
said it had approved exports relating
to “electronic equipment,” “software”
and “technical assistance” to Tiir-
kiye in the third quarter but did not
reveal which companies or products
had been given the go-ahead, citing
confidentiality. “Taking into account
the altered defense and security policy
conditions, ISP has, after a full review
decided to grant a permit for follow-up
deliveries from the Swedish defense in-
dustry to Tiirkiye,” the authority saidj

ISLAMABAD: German Ambassador to Pakistan Alfred Grannas
calls on Naval Chief Admiral Amjad Khan Niazi. —- DNA

Eurozone inflation
jumps to record 10%

BRUSSELS: Eurozone consumer prices skyrocketed by a
record 10 percent in September, official data showed on Fri-
day, as inflation reached double digits on the back of soaring
energy prices caused by Russia's war on Ukraine.

Stoked by a staggering 40.8 percent rise in energy prices,
the yearly inflation rate in the 19-country single currency
area hit its highest level since records began, according
to Eurostat. The historic level of inflation will encourage
the European Central Bank to stay on its current path
of rate hikes, in an effort to cool prices despite the risk
of triggering economic recession in Europe. The ECB
is desperate to prevent inflation from taking root in the
economy and is taking measures that will reduce demand
and could therefore slow growth.

In an urgent effort to tame prices, European Union en-
ergy ministers agreed on Friday to peak-hour power con-
sumption and to impose windfall levies on energy compa-
nies. The leap to 10 percent followed a 9.1 percent rise
in August and doused hopes that inflation would begin
to ease as energy markets stabilise seven months after
Russia launched its invasion of Ukraine. Making matters
more complicated for policymakers, the eurozone's pow-
erhouse economies showed widely divergent inflation
rates, with Germany seeing price hikes of 10.8 percent
and France at 6.2 percent. - APP

The growth was already under pressure due to unstable economic conditions in the rest of
the world and due to the necessary fiscal consolidation, high rates of interest, and inflation

ISLAMABAD: In the backdrop of
international price hike and recent
exceptional floods, the economic
outlook for Pakistan in the current
fiscal year (2022-23) is likely to
remain below the target, says ‘Eco-
nomic Update and Outlook for Sep-
tember 2022’ released by finance
ministry here on Friday. “The eco-
nomic outlook for Pakistan in the
current fiscal year has become un-
certain and will likely remain below
the target,” says the report adding
the macroeconomic imbalances
may ease with the expected slow-
down in the economic growth.

It says, in March 2022, interna-
tional oil and food prices broke out
the upper bound of the margins
observed in the last two decades,
which impacted significantly infla-
tion in Pakistan. “Even if inter-
national commodity prices would
mean-revert in the near future,
domestic inflation may still suffer

from delayed adjustments and sec-
ond round effects. Also, the depre-
ciation of the rupee continues to
exert upward pressure on domes-
tic prices,” it says.

At the same time, recent excep-
tional floods have destroyed hu-
man, physical, and livestock capi-
tal and deprived many families of
their assets and incomes. Besides
the cost in terms of lost lives and
capital, these events will certain-
ly affect the creation of gross
value added and hence economic
growth. The growth was already
under pressure due to unstable
economic conditions in the rest
of the world and due to the nec-
essary fiscal consolidation, high
rates of interest, and inflation.
According to the report, the fis-
cal deficit is budgeted to reduce
to 4.9 percent of GDP, while the
primary balance is a surplus of
Rs 153 billion. The budget for

FY2023 was prepared to achieve
the goals of stabilizing economic
growth, increasing revenues, ra-
tionalizing expenditures through
prudent expenditure manage-
ment, enhancing exports, and pro-
tecting the vulnerable segments
of society through relief measures
and pro-poor initiatives.

However, the economy of Paki-
stan has been affected severely by
widespread destruction brought
by extreme flooding. Consequent-
ly, there will be a detrimental im-
pact on the government’s fiscal
situation from both the revenue
and expenditure sides.

The trade deficit in goods and servic-
es declined marginally in July as both
exports and imports gained strength,
it says adding the exports are expect-
ed to stabilize. According to Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS), during Ju-
ly-August FY2023, exports increased
by 3.3 percent to $ 4.7 billion ($ 4.6

billion last year). Remittances are ex-
pected to stabilize at around current
levels. This together with the ex-
pected path of the trade balance
and other primary and secondary
income transactions would guide
the current account balance.

According to the report, the agri-
cultural outlook was still not clear
as the output of both important
and other Kharif crops has suf-
fered significantly due to recent
floods and unprecedented heavy
monsoon rains. The stay of water
in the cropping area may also af-
fect the sowing of Rabi crops.

Meanwhile, the Inflation has
started reverting as the MoM
price increases have been on a
declining path during the last two
months. Though the YoY inflation
has shown significant acceleration
from June till August. CPI inflation
is recorded at 26.1 percent during
Jul-Aug FY2023 as against 8.4 per-

cent in the same period last year.
CPI inflation for August FY2023 is
recorded at 27.3 percent as com-
pared to 8.4 percent in the same
month last year. Therefore, Paki-
stan’s external environment faces
rising challenges keeping in view
the geopolitical conflicts as well as
global and domestic uncertainties.
In Jul-Aug FY2023, workers’ re-
mittances were recorded at $ 5.2
billion ($ 5.4 billion last year), de-
creased by 3.2 percent, however
continued to remain above the $2
billion mark since June 2020.

The Large-Scale Manufacturing
was affected by monetary tighten-
ing, and uncertainty in the finan-
cial market while flood has further
aggravated the supply chain dis-
ruptions and dragged down it to
negative growth of 1.4 percent in
July FY2023 against 4.4 percent
growth in the corresponding peri-
od last year. - APP

Italy’s
inflation
hits highest
in 37 years

DNA

ROME: Italy’s annual infla-
tion hit 8.9% in September,
the highest in nearly 37
years, up from 8.4% in Au-
gust, according to prelimi-
nary estimates of the Italian
National Institute of Statis-
tics (ISTAT) on Friday.

The figure is above the mar-
ket forecast of 8.7%.

“The speed-up of the growth
on annual basis of all-item
index was mainly due to the
prices of food including al-
cohol (from 10.1% to 11.5%),
for both processed food in-
cluding alcohol (from10.4%
to 11.7%) and unprocessed
food (from 9.8% to 11%),”
ISTAT said.

Energy price inflation, while
remaining high, fell slightly
(from 44.9% to 44.5%), for
both regulated energy prod-
ucts (47.9% to 47.7%) and
non-regulated energy prod-
ucts (41.6% to 41.2%).

On a monthly basis, con-
sumer prices went up 0.3%,
picking up from an 0.8%
jump in the previous month.

German city
to switch off
street lighting

DNA

BERLIN: The city of Achim
in the German state of Low-
er Saxony announced Friday
that there will be no more
street lighting at night.
With this measure, Achim
is following the example of
other cities in an effort to
save energy, as gas supplies
from Russia have been in-
terrupted due to tensions
and recent explosions on
the Nord Stream pipelines.
Mayor Rainer Ditzfeld said
this move will likely draw
criticisms, but they had to
take this decision.

“We, the politicians and the
administration, are aware
that the decision to shut
down can be seen controver-
sially. But it is made with the
best of intentions and makes
the greatest possible contri-
bution in this form,” he told
local media. According to a
statement by the city council,
street lights will be switched
off from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m. on
Sundays to Fridays.

On weekend nights, lights
will be out from 1 a.m. to
5 a.m. This would result in
a savings of about 46%, the
city council said. Cross-
walks in public areas and a
tunnel at the train station
will continue to be illuminat-
ed. However, it is not only
cities and communities that
are coming under pressure
in the wake of the energy
crisis, but also industry.

A survey by the employers’
associations Nordmetall
and AGV Nord showed that
almost 25% of companies
in the metal and electrical
industry in northern Ger-
many would have to stop
production in the event of a
gas emergency. In addition,
according to the survey,
around half of the compa-
nies would have to put em-
ployees on short-time work-
ing. 26% of respondents
even said they would have to
cut staff in such a situation.

Norway
police arrest
95 rioters

DNA

COPENHAGEN: Norwe-
gian police have arrested
95 rioters who had behaved
“violently” and “aggressive-
ly” during an unannounced
demonstration against the
Iranian embassy in Oslo.

Operations manager of Oslo
police district, Bjorn Gunnar
Nyseter, told NTB that a total
of 85 of the 95 people arrest-
ed on Thursday were taken
to the detention center. Nine
of them were arrested for
damage to the embassy area
and/or violence against the
police, including in the form
of stone-throwing, he added.
The Norwegian police are
also set to go through some
video material from the
demonstration for further
investigations. Meanwhile,
Gjermund Stokkli, an official
with Oslo police, confirmed
that tear gas had been used
to control the crowd. No inju-
ries to police personnel have
been reported, he said, add-
ing that there has been dam-
age to the facade and fences
belonging to the embassy.

The riots began at around 2
PM on Thursday in front of
the embassy, where many
of the rioters were behaving
violently and aggressively,
according to Norwegian me-
dia. Several rioters also tried
to get into the embassy but
the police controlled the sit-
uation by deploying a “signif-
icant” number of officers.
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RAWALPINDI: A soldier
embraced martyrdom when
terrorists from inside Af-
ghanistan across the inter-
national border, opened fire
on Pakistani troops in Khar-
lachi are of Kurram District
on Thursday. According to
ISPR, Pakistani troops re-
sponded in a befitting man-
ner and terrorists suffered
heavy casualties.

However, during the fire
exchange, Sepoy Jamshed
Igbal having fought gallant-
ly, laid down his life in de-
fence of the motherland.
Pakistan strongly condemns
the use of Afghan soil by ter-
rorists for activities against
Pakistan and expects that
the interim Afghan Govern-
ment will not allow conduct
of such activities, in future.
Pakistan Army is determined
to defend Pakistan’s borders
against the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices
of our brave soldiers further
strengthen our resolve.

Palestinians

mourn boy,
7, who died
from ‘fear’

MonITORING DESK

JERUSALEM: A throng of
men clutching the body of a
seven-year-old Palestinian boy
marched through a town in
the occupied West Bank to-
wards the child’s final resting
place on Friday, a day after
his parents say he died from
fear of armed Israeli soldiers.
Rayan Suleiman, with bright
eyes and a backpack embla-
zoned with an animated rac-
ing car, was walking home
from school on Thursday
when his family said he and
his brothers were chased by
Israeli soldiers.

After the boys bolted home,
the troops banged furious-
ly on the door and threat-
ened to arrest them. Just
moments later, Rayan, the
youngest of the three broth-
ers, was dead. Rayan’s cous-
in, Mohammed Suleiman,
told Al Jazeera that upon his
arrival at his house, Rayan
was chased by the soldiers
who were yelling at him.
“The soldiers shouted at
him that he’s [a] stone
thrower,” he said. “He ran
away from one side, and the
soldier met him from the
other side [of the house].
Rayan saw the soldier
in front of him, and was
shocked and dropped dead
out of fear,” he said.

Hadeel Salman, a neighbour
and witness, said Israeli
soldiers were “going in all
directions looking for any
child they could find”.

“The soldiers even sum-
moned my young brother
- they told him he threw
stones at them and needed
to be arrested,” Salman told
Al Jazeera. “He insisted he
had nothing to do with it.”
The story spread across the
West Bank, providing an
emotive focus for fury over
Israel’s military tactics.

UK will never
recognize
the ‘sham

referendums’

LONDON: The UK said on
Friday it “will never recog-
nize” the referendums on
joining Russia recently held
in four Ukrainian regions.
Prime Minister Liz Truss
said she spoke with Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy to underline the
UK’s support against “Rus-
sia’s sham referendums.”
Truss said in a statement
that Russian President
Vladimir Putin has “once
again acted in violation of
international law with clear
disregard for the lives of the
Ukrainian people he claims
to represent.” “The UK will
never ignore the sovereign
will of those people and we
will never accept the regions
of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kher-
son and Zaporizhzhia as an-
ything other than Ukrainian
territory,” she said.

“Putin cannot be allowed
to alter international bor-
ders using brute force. We
will ensure he loses this il-
legal war.” On Sept. 23-27,
Ukraine’s separatist regions
of Donetsk and Luhansk and
Russian-controlled parts of
Zaporizhzhia and Kherson
held referendums on joining
Russia. - Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif is being briefed on Bara Kahu Bypass. — DNA
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Heavy gunfire,
soldiers
in Burkina
Faso capital

OUAGADOUGOU: Soldiers are on the streets
and heavy gunfire has been heard near the
main military camp and residential areas of
Burkina Faso’s capital. A large blast also rang
out on Friday near the presidential palace
where soldiers took up positions. Soldiers
were seen along the main avenue leading
to the presidential palace, administrative
buildings and the national television station,
which stopped broadcasting. Journalists said
state television instead showed a blank screen
saying “no video signal”. Several main roads
in Ouagadougou were blocked by troops. A
spokesman for the military govt that seized
power in January was unreachable. It was
not clear yet if this was a coup attempt, but it
bore the hallmarks of other power grabs that
have swept across West and Central Africa
over the past two years. No public announce-
ment about the motivation behind the troop
movements in Ouagadougou was given. “This
smacks of a coup attempt,” said Eric Humph-
ery-Smith, senior Africa analyst at risk intel-
ligence company Verisk Maplecroft. “While
gunfire around military barracks could be due
to some form of mutiny, the closure of the na-
tional television station bodes ill.” - Agencies

Kabul blast

kills

NEws DESK

KABUL: At least 23 people were killed
and dozens of others injured in a suicide
attack at an education institute in the Af-
ghanistan’s capital Kabul, police said Fri-
day. According to reports, the explosion
took place at the Kaaj education centre.
Students were taking a practice universi-
ty entrance exam at 7:30 a.m., local time
when the blast first took place, Kabul Po-
lice Spokesman Khalid Zadran said in a
statement. Abdu Ghayas Momand, a doctor
from Ali Jinah Hospital, where some of the
victims have been taken, said 23 people had
been killed and 36 more injured.

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid con-
demned the attack in a tweet on Friday.
“The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan calls
the attack on Kaj training centre in the 13th
district of Kabul a big crime, strongly con-

Pak condemns
terrorist attack

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has condemned in
the strongest terms, the dastardly terror-
ist attack on an educational institution in
Dasht-e-Barchi Kabul Friday, in which pre-
cious innocent lives were lost and many
were injured. The Foreign Office said on
Friday that the government and people of
Pakistan extend their profound and heart-
felt condolences to the bereaved families
and pray for early recovery of the injured.
“We stand in complete solidarity with our
Afghan brethren in the fight against the
scourge of terrorism,” the statement said.
PM Shehbaz Sharif also condemned the
attack, tweeting: “Deeply grieved at the
loss of young lives in a horrific suicide at-
tack at a learning center in Kabul. —- DNA
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demns it, and expresses the deepest sympa-
thy to the families of the victims of this inci-
dent. Serious measures will be taken to find
and punish the perpetrators,” he added.
The official death toll is likely to rise. There
was no immediate claim of responsibility for
the attack at the Kaaj Higher Educational
Center in the west of the city. Many of those
living in the area are Hazara, an ethnic mil-
itary targeted in past attacks launched by
the militant group Islamic State, the chief
rival of the Taliban since their takeover of
Afghanistan in August 2021, among others.
“This heinous act claimed the lives of
dozens of adolescent girls and boys and
severely injured many more,” UNICEF
said in a tweet. “Violence in or around
education establishments is never accept-
able. Such places must be havens of peace
where children can learn, be with friends,
and feel safe as they build skills for their
futures,” the UNICEF remarked.
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf receiving Ambassador
of the Republic of Indonesia Adam Mulawarman Tugio at Parliament House. — DNA

Annexation of
Ukrainian regions
changes ‘nothing’:

Ukraine’s FM

DNA

KYIV: The Ukrainian foreign minister said
that the annexation by Russia of four regions
— Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zapor-
izhzhia - where so-called referendums were
held this week changed “nothing” for his
country and the world. He said that Russia
did not even control all of those areas, add-
ing that Ukrainian forces were actually “pro-
gressing well” in the Donetsk region, in par-
ticular around the railway hub of Lyman. He
added that the annexation meant that talking
to Vladimir Putin now made no sense.

Asked about the Russian claim that a dead-
ly missile strike this Friday in the region of
Zaporizhzhia was carried out by Ukraine,
Kuleba called this “a lie” and said there was
“clear evidence” that Russia is responsible,
calling it a mere continuation of its “terrorist
tactics” in the whole country. He urged the
world not to be afraid of the threat by Russia
to use tactical nuclear weapons, calling it an
“act of desperation”. For the first time since
the onset of the war, Kuleba criticised the
new EU sanctions package being discussed,
saying it did not “correspond to the level of
threat that Russia’s attempted annexation
and continued aggression poses to Europe”.

Adam M. Tugio Ambassador of Indonesia said that the business community of Pak should focus on
ASEAN countries for trade and exports as it was a huge market for business and investment activities

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) has opened
an ASEAN Facilitation Desk to facilitate
the business community in exploring op-
portunities of trade, exports, business and
investment with ASEAN countries.Nguyen
Tien Phong Ambassador of Vietnam to
Pakistan and Chairman ASEAN Commit-
tee in Islamabad inaugurated the ASEAN
Desk as Chief Guest. Adam M. Tugio Am-
bassador of Indonesia, Chakkrid Krachai-
wong Ambassador of Thailand, Win Myint
Ambassador of Myanmar, Deddy Faisal Bin
Ahmad Salleh Deputy Head of Mission of
Malaysia and Abdul Mubdi Osman Depu-
ty Head of Mission of Brunei Darussalam
were also present at the occasion.
Speaking at the occasion, Nguyen Tien
Phong Ambassador of Vietnam to Pakistan
and Chairman ASEAN Committee in Islam-
abad congratulated ICCI for opening ASE-
AN Desk as it would play a positive role to
improve trade and investment relations be-
tween Pakistan with ASEAN countries.

He said that Pakistan and ASEAN have huge
potential to increase trade ties that should
be realized to achieve economic benefits.

Adam M. Tugio Ambassador of Indonesia

said that the business community of Paki-
stan should focus on ASEAN countries for
trade and exports as it was a huge market
for business and investment activities.

He said that ASEAN missions in Pakistan
would help them in exploring new avenues
of trade promotion with ASEAN Region.
The diplomats of Thailand, Myanmar, Ma-
laysia and Brunei Darussalam also spoke
at the occasion and said that ASEAN was a
very promising region for business relations
and urged that Pakistani business communi-
ty should capitalize on these opportunities.
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President,
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry briefed the ASEAN countries diplo-
mats about the purpose of opening ASEAN
Facilitation Desk at ICCI. He said that the
Desk would provide business related infor-
mation to the business community and help
them in promotion trade and economic rela-
tions with ASEAN market. Jamshaid Akhtar
Sheikh Senior Vice President, Muhammad
Faheem Khan Vice President ICCI, Zafar
Bakhtawari former President and others
also spoke at the occasion. They stressed
for the need of direct flights of all ASEAN
countries with Pakistan that would help in
promoting trade, tourism, people to people
contacts, business and investment relations
between Pakistan and ASEAN region.

PM lays
foundation
stone of Bhara
Kahu bypass

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif laid foun-
dation stone of Bhara Kahu
bypass in Islamabad on Fri-
day. The 5.4 kilometer long
bypass including 1350 me-
ters long overhead bridge
will be completed in three
months. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the Prime Minister
directed National Logistics
Cell to complete the project
within three months instead
of its earlier tentative time
of four months. He directed
that quality of the project
should be ensured.

The Prime Minister said this
project will facilitate the tour-
ists from all over Pakistan and
people of twin cities of Rawal-
pindi and Islamabad. He said
last government ignored
projects which were started
by the government of Nawaz
Sharif. He said project of met-
ro bus service to airport was
on halt but it was resumed by
the incumbent government.
Shehbaz Sharif said last gov-
ernment only deceived the
public instead of introducing
projects for public welfare.
Shehbaz Sharif has said that
the false narrative of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf leader
Imran Khan declaring the
incumbent government a
‘product of conspiracy’ had
totally busted and urged
the nation to distinguish be-
tween truth and fraud.
“Imran Niazi wasted five
months of the nation by con-
cocting lies and propaganda
about his successor govern-
ment, however his own audio
leaks exposed his fraudu-
lence,” he said. The prime
minister said Imran Khan
blamed the politicians as trai-
tors, however in reality, it was
he who betrayed the nation.

Court confirms

Imran
Khan’s bail

ISLAMABAD: A local court
of Islamabad on Friday con-
firmed the interim bail of
former prime minister Imran
Khan in a case of violation of
Section 144 registered by the
Aabpara Police Station. Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)’s
Chairman Imran Khan ap-
peared before the court of
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Zafar Igbal in the
pre-arrest bail case.

At the outset of hearing,
the court remarked that the
prosecution had to present
the evidence regarding al-
legation on Imran Khan of
provoking the protesters.
Imran Khan’s counsel Dr
Babar Awan told the court
that it was 21st first infor-
mation report (FIR) regis-
tered by the Islamabad Po-
lice against his client.

After listening to arguments,
the court confirmed the in-
terim bail of Imran Khan.
The PTI chairman also vis-
ited the court of Judicial
Magistrate Zeba Chaudhry
to formally tender apology
on his threatening remarks
about her. However, he was
informed that the said judge
was on leave. At this, Imran
Khan asked the court reader
to convey his apology to the
judicial magistrate. - APP

‘Study in
KSA’ to serve
students from

160 countries

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s
new ambitious education-
al program titled ‘Study in
Saudi Arabia’ aims to benefit
male and female students
as well as academics and re-
searchers of 160 countries
from all over the world. The
Council of Ministers took a
landmark decision to issue
longterm and shortterm
educational visas, targeting
male and female students,
researchers and academics
from across the world for
their higher studies.

Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of
Education has clarified that
the educational visa scheme
aims to attract students hav-
ing outstanding talents as
well as to raise the quality
of the educational process
and outputs of research and
innovation, Saudi Gazette
Reported. The scheme tar-
gets to present Saudi Ara-
bia as an attractive global
educational destination, in
addition to raising the lev-
el of classification and effi-
ciency of Saudi educational
institutions worldwide, and
increasing the Kingdom’s
contribution to spreading
the values of moderation
and the Arabic language
teaching. - APP
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