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Maryam 
seeks return 
of passport

DNA

LAHORE: PML-N Vice-Presi-
dent Maryam 
Nawaz on 
Wednesday 
approached 
the Lahore 
High Court 
(LHC), seek-

ing the return of her pass-
port. The application, which 
Maryam filed through Advo-
cate Amjad Parvez, argued 
that in 2019, the National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
had forced Maryam to sur-
render her passport in the 
Chaudhry Sugar Mills case, 
fearing that she would flee 
the country. Following the 
surrender of her passport, 
she was granted pre-arrest 
bail on Nov 4, 2019. 

Pak rejects 
Indian 

propaganda
StAff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan cat-
e g o r i c a l l y 
rejects the 
s t a t e m e n t 
by senior 
BJP leader 
and Chief 
Minister of 

Assam propagating for Hin-
dutva’s expansionist idea of 
so-called “Akhand Bharat.” 
The gratuitous assertion is 
nothing but a manifestation 
of the ‘Hindutva’ majoritari-
an agenda of the ruling BJP 
and its revisionist and expan-
sionist mindset that seeks to 
subjugate the identity and 
culture of its neighboring 
countries as well as its own 
religious minorities. It is 
also a reflection of the BJP’s 
jaundiced view of history and 
delusional thinking.

Pakistan  
to overcome 

challenge
SAifullAh

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Planning and 
Development 
Ahsan Iqbal 
has reaf-
firmed the 
government’s 
commitment 

to collectively overcome the 
challenge posed by floods. 
Chairing a meeting of Nation-
al Flood Response and Coor-
dination Center in Islamabad 
on Wednesday, he directed 
the relevant authorities to 
take steps on emergency ba-
sis to save the people from 
water borne diseases in the 
flood affected areas. He said 
the process of damage as-
sessment surveys should be 
accelerated for the rehabilita-
tion of flood victims. 

Briefs Pakistan 
looks ‘like 
a sea’: PM 
‘You wouldn’t believe the scale 

of destruction’ PM Shehbaz says 
as another 18 die of floods

NAziR SiyAl

SEHWAN: Parts of Pakistan seemed "like 
a sea", Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said 
on Wednesday, after visiting some of the 
flood-hit areas that cover as much as a 
third of the South Asian nation, where 18 
more deaths took the toll from days of rain 
to 1,343. As many as 33 million of a popu-
lation of 220 million have been affected in 
a disaster blamed on climate change that 
has left hundreds of thousands homeless 
and caused losses of at least $10 billion, 
officials estimate. "You wouldn't believe 
the scale of destruction there," PM Sheh-
baz told media after a visit to the southern 
province of Sindh. "It is water everywhere 
as far as you could see. It is just like a sea." 
The government, which has boosted cash 
handouts for flood victims to 70 billion Pa-
kistani rupees ($313.90 million), will buy 
200,000 tents to house displaced families, 
he added. Receding waters threaten a new 
challenge in the form of water-borne infec-
tious diseases, PM Shehbaz said. "We will 
need trillions of rupees to cope with this 
calamity." The United Nations has called 

Continued on Page 06

PM inspects 
Sagu Bridge

D I KHAN: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif here Tuesday in-
spected pace of work on Sagu bridge 
and appreciated the relevant author-
ities for the pace work on the pro-
ject. The Prime Minister visited its 
different sections and reviewed pace 
of work there. Maulana Fazalur Reh-
man, Central Ameer of Jamait Ulema 
Islam, Federal Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, Federal  Minister for Com-
munication Maulana Asad Mahmood 
and Prime Minister Adviser Engr 
Amir Muqam also accompanied the 
Prime Minister. The Prime Minis-
ter was told that work on the pro-
ject was in full swing and the bridge 
would be opened for traffic soon. The 
Prime Minister highly appreciated 
Pakistan Army’s role in completion of 

Continued on Page 06

Imran avoids 
‘clear’ apology 
Expresses regret over the words; says 
the remarks came out unintentionally

iRShAD Ali

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf Imran Khan on Wednesday submit-
ted his new answer to the Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) in contempt of court case with 
regard to his threatening remarks about a 
woman judge.  In his 19-page answer, Im-
ran Khan expressed regret over the words 
spoken about additional district and session 
judge Zeba Chaudhry and said that the re-
marks came out unintentionally. He didn't 
intend to hurt the sentiments of the judge. 
Imran Khan assured the court that in future 
he would act very carefully in such cases. He 

Continued on Page 06

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Commissioner Dera Ismail Khan Division briefing Prime  
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif regarding restoration work of Saggu Bridge  

over National Highway 50 (Dera Ismail Khan-Kuchlak). – DNA
 

‘Conspiracy 
being hatched’

ouR CoRReSpoNDeNt

CHISHTIAN: PTI chairman and for-
mer Prime Minister Imran Khan on 
Wednesday claimed that a conspiracy 
was being hatched to topple the PTI 
government in Punjab, alleging that 
his ministers in the province were 
being threatened to accept bribes by 

Continued on Page 06

Contempt case

Pak, Azerbaijan vow  
to deepen cooperation
The understanding was reached at a 
telephonic conversation between PM 

Sharif and President of Azerbaijan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Azerbaijan 
have reaffirmed strong resolve to further 
deepen and broaden bilateral cooperation 
in diverse areas including energy. The un-
derstanding was reached at a telephonic 
conversation between Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and President of Azerbai-
jan Ilham Heydar Aliyev on Wednesday.      
During the conversation, the Prime Min-
ister expressed gratitude for the generous 
assistance of two million dollars extended 
by Azerbaijan to the flood affected people 
of Pakistan.  He shared that Pakistan has 
been battling one of the most severe cy-
cles of torrential monsoon weather which 
resulted in loss of lives, livelihood and ex-
tensive damage to the infrastructure.

The Prime Minister said the destruction 
of infrastructure has severely limited the 
delivery of assistance and relocation of 
flood affected people. Speaking about 
the historic bilateral ties between Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan, Shehbaz Sharif said 
the two countries support each other at 
the United Nations, Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation and Economic Coop-
eration Organization.

Putin slams cubs in pitch for new global order
CeNtReliNe RepoRt

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has admitted some sectors of the 
Russian economy are suffering due to 
sanctions and political pressure, which 
he referred to as the "economic, finan-
cial and technological aggression of the 
West," but remained bullish on building 
new ties with Asia. Putin made the com-
ments in a landmark speech at the East-
ern Economic Forum in the far east city 
of Vladivostok on Wednesday. "Other 
challenges of a global nature that threat-
en the whole world have replaced the 
pandemic," the Russian president said. 
"I am speaking of the West's sanctions 
fever, with its brazen, aggressive attempt 
to impose models of behavior on other 
countries, to deprive them of their sov-
ereignty and subordinate them to their 
will." However, Putin added: "No matter 
how much someone would like to isolate 
Russia, it is impossible to do this."
During his speech, Putin said said Rus-
sia had been "grossly swindled" by a 
grain shipping deal that was reached 
with Ukraine in July. The deal, bro-
kered by Turkey and the UN, was in-
tended to shield the world's most vul-
nerable people from a looming food 
crisis. The Russian president claimed 
only two out of 87 ships went to poor 
countries, and said Russia had been 

unable to resume lucrative fertilizer 
exports which had been promised as 
part of the deal. Putin said he would 

now consider limiting the destinations 
for grain exports under the agreement. 
Ukrainian authorities hit back later on 

Wenesday, with presidential advisor 
Mykhailo Podolyak calling Putin's pro-
posal "unexpected" and "groundless." 

"The agreements signed in Istanbul 
... concern only one issue, and that 
is the transfer of cargo ships through 
the Black Sea," Podolyak told Reuters. 
"Russia can't dictate where Ukraine 
should send its grain, and Ukraine 
doesn't dictate the same to Russia."  
Russia is the world's largest natural 
gas exporter, and the second-largest 
oil exporter after Saudi Arabia.
Putin said Russia would renege on energy 
contracts if the Group of Seven (G7) coun-
tries imposed a price cap on Russian oil, 
threatening to cut the flow of gas to Eu-
rope. "Will there be any political decisions 
that contradict the contracts? Yes, we just 
won't fulfil them. We will not supply any-
thing at all if it contradicts our interests," 
Putin said. "We will not supply gas, oil, 
coal, heating oil — we will not supply an-
ything." Hours after Putin's comments, 
European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen told reporters: "We will pro-
pose a price cap on Russian gas... We must 
cut Russia's revenues which Putin uses 
to finance this atrocious war in Ukraine." 
Putin outlines new geopolitical order Putin 
used his speech to lay out a new vision for 
global cooperation following the February 
invasion of Ukraine — one in which Iran 
and other Middle Eastern countries could 
play a leading role. "Western countries 
are striving to maintain a former world 

Continued on Page 06

EU Commission chief lays out  
5 measures to tackle energy crisis

NewS DeSk

BRUSSELS: Brussels outlined on 
Wednesday (7 September) five pro-
posals to tackle the high energy 
prices gripping Europe, including a 
mandatory target for reducing elec-
tricity use, capping the revenues 
of energy firms, and recycling the 
money raised to help vulnerable 
households. The measures were an-
nounced by EU Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen and will 
be discussed with EU countries on 
Friday at an emergency meeting. 
“We are confronted with astronomic 
electricity prices for households and 
companies and with enormous mar-
ket volatility,” von der Leyen told 
journalists in Brussels. “Therefore, 
we will put forward a set of imme-
diate measures that will protect vul-
nerable consumers and businesses 
and help them adapt,” she added.

The first idea is for the European Com-
mission to propose a mandatory tar-
get for reducing electricity consump-
tion during peak hours. Brussels will 
work closely with EU governments to 
achieve this, von der Leyen said, with 
the exact target yet to be decided. Von 
der Leyen also laid out ideas for cap-
ping the price of energy, including a 
cap on revenue made by companies 
producing energy at low costs. “Low 
carbon energy sources are making 
unexpected revenues, which do not 
reflect their production costs. It is 
now time for consumers to benefit 
from the low costs of low carbon ener-
gy sources, like renewables,” von der 
Leyen said. A leaked draft proposal 
seen by EURACTIV suggests this cap 
could be 200 per megawatt hour.
EU countries would use revenues 
made from this price cap to help vul-
nerable households and companies 
cope. Fossil fuel companies could 
also be expected to help as oil and 

gas companies have made “massive 
profits”, according to von der Leyen. 
She wants a “solidarity contribu-
tion” from fossil fuel companies that 
would support vulnerable households 
and go towards investments in clean 
energy. The European Commission 
will also propose a cap on Russian 
revenues the country has made from 
selling energy to Europe. The Krem-
lin, however, has warned it will not 
supply energy to Europe if a price cap 
is imposed, and Germany remains to 
be convinced. “We remain sceptical 
when it comes to issues surrounding 
a gas price cap, but we are generally 
ready for talks in the European frame-
work,” a spokesperson for Germany’s 
economy ministry was quoted as say-
ing by Politico. Asked whether the Eu-
ropean Commission is considering a 
wider price cap on fossil gas, possibly 
on liquified natural gas, von der Leyen 
said the idea was “on the table”, and 
the EU executive is looking into it.

 

‘PTI leaders 
disown 
Khan’s 

statements’
khAyAm AbbASi

I S L A M A -
BAD, Min-
ister for 
Defence Kha-
waja Muham-
mad Asif on 
We d n e s d a y 
said the leaders and close as-
sociates of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) had disowned 
their Chairman Imran Khan's 
statements spewing hate 
against state institutions. 
Addressing a joint presser 
flanked by Federal Minister 
for Finance Miftah Ismail, 
the Minister lambasted the 
former premier for justifying 
his spiteful remarks against 
the senior leadership of the 
armed forces as his discourse 
on meritocracy.   
Khawaja said Imran Khan had 
earlier commented on the ap-
pointment of Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) and yesterday 
had made a new interpreta-
tion of his previous narrative.   
“He is doing it under a de-
liberate design to attack and 
assess reaction of the state 
institutions. First attack, 
make institutions controver-
sial and weak and observe 
their reaction then after some 
calculation say I just intend-
ed to discuss meritocracy 
through critical arguments,” 
the Minister said.  He added 
that throughout his politi-
cal career all appointments 
were made on merit in the 
tri-services of the country ‘ac-
cept one or two’. “The nom-
inations of four or five high 
ranking officers are sent from 
the leadership of the armed 

Continued on Page 06

 

Nasim Shah leads 
Pak to Asia Cup final
President, PM greet Pak team

SpoRtS DeSk

SHARJAH: Pakistan on Wednesday defeat-
ed Afghanistan by just one wicket in a tense 
match, which saw green shirts make their 
way into Asia Cup final. Naseem Shah hit 2 
consecutive sixes in last over to hand Paki-
stan the win. Afghanistan had set a 130-run 
target for Pakistan in their 20 overs after 

being asked to bat first by Babar Azam. 
Pakistan had won the toss and decided to 
bowl first, eyeing to keep their winning 
streak intact against Afghanistan as the 
two teams face each other in the Asia Cup 
Super 4s match at the Sharjah Cricket Sta-
dium. Afghanistan were off to a flying start 
and looked set to set a big score once their 

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: First humanitarian assistance flight from Jordan has landed at  
Jinnah International Airport Karachi ,Pakistan. – DnA

 

PBF demands 
competitive tariff 
rates from govt
Staff RepoRt

Faisalabad: Pakistan businesses 
Forum (PbF) Central Punjab, Vice 
Chairman Waheed Khaliq Raamay 
said almost 50 to 75 processing mills 
closed and almost 10 printing mills are 
closed in faisalabad region. similarly 
fifty thousand looms mills closed due 
to high price of electricity. Talking to 
media on Wednesday, he said mostly 
factories received bills at Rs 55 per 
unit which is unbearable. almost 300 
to 350 embroidery machines were 
closed till date. Waheed further said 
Pakistan’s electricity and gas tariffs for 
the Textile industry remain the high-
est in the region—rendering firms un-
competitive—despite the RCET tariffs 
being in play. The general industrial 
tariff remains at 0.15Usd/KWh, twice 
that in Vietnam and 1.5 times higher 
than bangladesh and india. likewise, 

Pakistan’s textile industry faces the 
highest gas/lNG tariff in the region. 
Pakistan’s textile industry is paying 9 
Usd/MMbtu, which is 3.5 times more 
than Uzbekistan, and 1.5 times bangla-
desh’s industrial tariff.
Pakistan’s textile industry must price 
its power inputs at a tariff lower than the 
regional average tariff of 0.072Usd/
KWh, to stay regionally competitive. 
The current RCET for electricity (from 
the national grid) is higher than the 
regional average. RCET is an impera-
tive across the whole value chain, not 
just for the value-added/exporting el-
ements—if upstream such as spinning 
firms cannot produce yarn at a compet-
itive rate, processing firms would lose 
their market competitiveness even with 
lower energy tariffs. We must under-
stand the entire textiles industry value 
chain, and not just the direct exporting 
parts, are equally dependent on RCET, 
being interdependent and more so as 

the up-stream value chain has a higher 
energy demand. PbF official has urged 
the government to continue with its 
various subsidies to support its plans 
to invest up to $7 billion for generating 
over 700,000 jobs and fetching $20 bil-
lion in exports, with a target to achieve 
$50 billion in exports by 2026.
The textile industry has already com-
mitted to establishing 1,000 garment 
plants. and each plant will consist of 
500 stitching machines at an invest-
ment of $7 million and will be able to 
produce garments for exports of $20 
million per annum, while generating 
employment for 700 workers.  it would 
therefore be prudent to restore the 
sRO 1125 ie, zero rating for the entire 
textile value chain to meet the working 
capital requirements. This policy meas-
ure in combination with the continua-
tion of RCET would be essential in en-
abling the textile sector to continue on 
its journey to achieving.

 

Inclusivity needed to deal with climate change
KaRaCHi: Federal Minister for Climate 
Change, sherry Rehman on Wednesday 
stressed on all inclusive holistic approach 
and coordination among all stakeholders 
to cope with the repercussions of climate 
change and saving natural eco-system 
from hazardous impacts of pollution.  she 
expressed these views while chairing a 
roundtable session on building a coalition 
to clean up the lyari River.  The session 
was also attended by Federal Minister for 
Maritime affairs syed Faisal subzwari, 
Chairman Karachi Port Trust (KPT) s.M 
Tariq Huda, officers from relevant depart-
ments and organizations, representatives 
of WWF-Pakistan, UNiCEF, multinational 
and national companies and public poli-
cy experts.  addressing on the occasion, 
sherry Rehman said that climate change 
was a global issue and individual efforts 
could not prove helpful so all the relevant 
government departments and public or-
ganizations, international organizations, 
trade and industrial communities and all 
other stakeholders have to play a proac-
tive role in a well coordinated manner. 
The federal minister said that unprece-

dented rains and floods have affected one 
third area of the country and millions of 
people and proved once again that Paki-
stan was the most vulnerable to climate 
change.  The entire country received ex-
tremely higher ratio of rains as compared 
with the annual average rains causing 
inundation of a vast area, she said and 
presented example of Pad Eidan town of 
Naushehro Feroze district of sindh where 
over 700 mm rain was recorded in just 
one day.  she further said that National 
and indus Highways, two main highways 
connecting the south to the Northern 
parts of the country, were under water 
while finding suitable places to set up tent 
cities for displaced population in sindh 
has become extremely difficult.  sherry 
opined that the monsoons were never like 
this as weather patterns has drastically 
changed. The monsoons were considered 
to be a pleasant season in entire south 
asia but now it became a symbol of disas-
ter and destruction, she added. 
in Pakistan it was the third consecutive 
year when mercury rose to record highs 
to place the country among the hottest 

places in the world while wild fires phe-
nomenon has also took place in the coun-
try, she observed adding that all these 
calamities were result of climate change.  
“We can not stop climate change but 
we can ensure efforts which were long 
overdue at our part,” the minister stated 
saying that though there were certain is-
sues of capacity and resources but every 
opportunity was important and the same 
must be utilized to improve the situation.  
Minister for climate change appreciated 
efforts for cleaning up lyari River and 
said that rivers of Karachi were on venti-
lator and lyari River has become a drain 
while local industries were dumping waste 
materials in rivers regardless of laws and 
rules resulting into destruction of river 
and marine eco-system.  detoxifying our 
rivers for maintaining bio-diversity was 
essential at the time though it might take 
many years to clean the rivers, she said 
and added that broad based partnerships 
were expected to play a crucial role in 
ensuring to develop solutions those can 
be scaled up by use of technology and in-
novation.  Federal Minister for Maritime 

affairs Faisal subzwari speaking at the 
occasion said that Karachi Port Trust was 
building a sewerage treatment plant with 
estimated cost of Rs. 8 billion to save the 
sea from pollution caused by drainage of 
industrial, municipal and biological waste. 
He said that ministry of maritime affairs 
was aware of serious implications of pol-
lution on marine life and mangrove for-
est and it was committed with the cause 
of preservation of marine ecology. He 
vowed to double the profitability of KPT 
within a year time without hurting the 
delicate ecology of the arabian sea.  
Chairman KPT Tariq Huda said that 
Karachi port connects overall national 
economy of Pakistan to the world and 
water security issue is a national securi-
ty issue and solution to it must neither 
denied nor delayed.  at the occasion a 
report on environment issues of lyari 
River was also launched which revealed 
that every month 9,000 tonnes of debris 
enter into the river almost entirely un-
cleaned while lyari harbour area was 
choked by accumulated debris leaving 
no space for flow of f lood water. – APP

scientists urged to make 
awareness of fertilizers

 
DNa

islaMabad:  Two-day’s conference 
was held at the National agricultural 
Research Centre, islamabad under 
the plan to increase the national pro-
duction of wheat and integrated use of 
fertilizers. Mr. Zafar Hassan, Federal 
secretary, Ministry of Food Protec-
tion and Research was the chief guest 
of the event. agricultural scientists 
from all over the country, officers of 
the department of agriculture Ex-
tension and farmers participated in 
the conference. in the beginning, dr. 
Muhammad Yaqoob, National Project 
director (Wheat) explained the aims 
& objectives of the Conference.
addressing the inaugural secession 
of the two-day national conference 
on "Efficient integrated nutrients 
management technologies for en-
hancing wheat productivity in Paki-
stan", Federal secretary Ministry 
of National Food security and Re-
search  Mr. Zafar Hassan said  that 
wheat was the main crop of the coun-
try, which was being grown over 22 
million acres to fulfill local dietary 
needs. He said that average output 
of wheat in the country was record-
ed at 30 mounds per-acre, which was 
lowest as compared the output of de-
veloped economies of the world.
He added that lower productivity 
of wheat was another challenge as 
it was insufficient to tackle with 

increasing demand of growing pop-
ulation, adding that under such cir-
cumstances, the responsibilities of 
local agriculture sector has further 
increased to maintain food safety 
and security. He further asked for 
enhancing the use of bio-fertiliz-
er in order to reduce dependency 
on costly imported fertilizers, be-
sides encouraging the production 
of organic agriculture products for 
profit maximization as well as pro-
tect the local eco-system and en-
vironmental degradation. Federal 
secretary expressed the hope that 
the outcomes of the conference 
would be helpful for formulation of 
a comprehensive policy to enhance 
per-acre output of wheat, by shar-
ing the knowledge and experiences 
of local as well as foreign experts.
speaking on the occasion, Chairman  
PaRC dr Ghulam Muhammad ali said 
that the council was making efforts to 

extend the outcomes of its research 
and development to the door steps of 
farmers, adding that efforts were on to 
ensure provision of high yielding seeds 
verities to growers. He also said that 
considering their experiences, the agri-
cultural scientists should tell the farm-
ers how to use fertilizers which not only 
reduces their expenditure on fertilizers 
but also increases their production as 
well as their productivity. increase the 
fertility of the land and make it environ-
ment friendly for us.
dy. director General of National agri-
cultural Research Center dr. shahzad 
asad thanked the Federal secretary 
of the Ministry of Food Protection 
and Research and all the participants 
of the ceremony and expressed hope 
that the Federal secretary will always 
continue to patronize us and in the 
same way agricultural scientists will 
play their role for the agricultural de-
velopment of the country. 

 

action plan ready  
to implement Climate 
Change Policy 2022

PEsHaWaR: The Forest and Environment 
department Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has pre-
pared a 50-page plan for implementation of 
Climate Change Policy 2022 in which rec-
ommendations have been included to save 
various sectors from the effects of climate 
change. according to the action plan of 
Forest and Environment department KP, 
all the provincial departments and institu-
tions would be tasked with a two to twenty 
years plan to cope with the impact of climate 
change, dealing with natural calamities and 
containing its effects on different sectors.
These tasks included preparation of a risk 
management system to save crops from ex-
traordinary weather conditions, floods and 
drought and access to the best fodder and 
food for animals besides taking steps for fill-
ing the knowledge vacuum regarding effects 
of climate change on provincial forests. like-
wise, the plan also has recommendations for 
capacity building of the Forest department 

and other relevant institutions to curb the 
cutting of forest trees and enhance forest 
carbon production under a modern strategy. 
The proposed action plan included up-grada-
tion of the principles for planning designs of 
the towns, minimizing the emission of green 
bio gases, use of state-of-the-art technology 
and effective methods for irrigation, promo-
tion and generation of hydro power produc-
tion in the province and awareness among 
people regarding imminent consequences 
of natural calamities in the wake of climate 
change. The plan also included recommen-
dations for assessment of health hazards 
in the result of climate change and imple-
mentation of a uniformed health policy, 
regular access to the clean drinking water, 
access to green and affordable electricity 
and economical persuasion and provision of 
subsidies for up-gradation industrial sector  
and technology to  minimize emission of 
green gases. – APP

 

HYDERABAD: A view tent basti established by district government  
in Hyderabad for flood affected families. – DnA 

Denmark to provide 120,000 
liters of clean water

islaMabad: ambassador-desig-
nate of denmark to Pakistan Jakob 
linulf said that denmark would pro-
vide a major drinking water facility in 
flood-affected areas of sindh, which 
could provide up to 120,000 liters 
of clean water a day. The ambassa-
dor told the media on Wednesday, 
“we are happy to welcome the dan-
ish Emergency Management agency 
team in islamabad. They will be op-
erating a clean drinking water facili-
ty in sindh. and they will be joined 
by another seven team members in 
Karachi tomorrow”. He added that 
this team would set up the water pu-
rification system in sindh and would 
operate in Pakistan for weeks. He 
said the advanced Emergency Team 
from denmark consisted of Erik bre-
um-Christensen (team leader), Johan 
Theil Nielsen and søren larsen.
The ambassador also extended den-
mark’s government’s sincere con-

dolences to the victims of the flash 
floods (currently more than 1,300).  
denmark’s key priority is to provide 
flexible and unearmarked funding to 
our humanitarian, strategic partners 
to allow them to respond quickly in 
times of urgent need, such as in the 
case of the ongoing flooding in Paki-
stan, he added.  denmark has also 
supported the UN’s (humanitarian) 
flash appeal for Pakistan with $1.33 
million to the UN Refugee Organi-
sation, UNHCR. This funding is pro-
vided in addition to our core annual 
funding for UNHCR’s work in Paki-
stan and the region of $ 6.7 million.  
UNHCR has already started its aid 
work and can expand its efforts with 
our support. He maintained that their 
focus is mainly on emergency relief 
- providing tents and blankets - and 
protecting vulnerable groups, includ-
ing women and children.
denmark is also the 6th largest 

donor to the UN’s Central Emer-
gency Relief Fund (CERF), which 
has already provided $ 3.07 mil-
lion almost two weeks ago (22.8 
million dKK) for the relief work in 
Pakistan. in addition, the danish 
Emergency Relief Fund, which the 
Ministry of Foreign affairs funds, 
has allocated almost 0.5 million 
Usd for emergency assistance, 
the ambassador added. He said 
denmark and Pakistan signed a 
Green Framework Engagement on 
august 31,  2022 and on august 
10, 2022, our countries signed an 
agreement for danish financing 
of sustainable infrastructure in 
Pakistan. These engagements will 
allow us to cooperate more closely 
regarding green transition, sus-
tainable development, and climate 
change mitigation. They will also 
assist with rehabilitation and re-
construction. – APP

 

Half million houses completely 
destroyed in sindh, says Memon
HYdERabad: Provincial Minister 
for information, Transport, Mass 
Transit and Focal Person Rain Emer-
gency sharjeel inam Memon said on 
Wednesday that 601 people have died 
in rains and floods in sindh while over 
0.5 million houses were completely de-
stroyed. addressing a press conference 
here at shahbaz Hall, sharjeel Memon 
said that there was an emergency situ-
ation across the country due to rains 
and floods and millions people have 
become homeless. He said that 11,558 

people have been injured in the flood 
in sindh while a total of 1,687,659 
houses have been affected.
as many as 941 talukas and 1104 union 
councils of the province have been af-
fected in the most devastating rains and 
floods in the country's history, while 
47072 cattles were  perished, sharjeel 
Memon said and informed that sindh 
Government had so far established 2031 
relief camps across the province for the 
flood victims. The information Minister 
said that at present Kotri barrage was 

currently flowing with the highest level 
of 640127 cusecs water, while the wa-
ter level in Manchar lake is at its high-
est peak of 123 Rl. He said that relief 
activities are going on throughout the 
province and till now 140620 tents and 
923255 mosquito nets have been distrib-
uted among the victims. sharjeel also re-
quested the Relief Organizations to keep 
in touch with the provincial disaster man-
agement authority (PdMa) do that they 
could be provided full security during the 
distribution of relief items. – APP

Khan's ego 
ruined economy, 

says Musadik
islaMabad: Minister of state for Petroleum dr Musadik 
Malik on Wednesday said the national economy and foreign 
policy were ruined due to the ego of imran Khan, who now-
adays claimed himself as a “savior” of the country. “it was 
the ego of imran Khan which severely damaged the econ-
omy and foreign policy of Pakistan and now it is becoming 
the cause of his (imran Khan) own destruction,” Musadik 
said while addressing a news conference.
Citing a proverb “the fish is the last to see the water”, he said 
it was only imran Khan who was not worried about his actions, 
as the whole nation knew what he was doing. it was quite sur-
prising that a person, who destroyed the country during his 
four-year rule, now considered himself a savior, he added. The 
minister recalled how imran Khan and his government had 
created energy and electricity crises in the country by patron-
izing the cartels and mafias.  Pakistan. he said, was was wit-
nessing up to 14 hours of load-shedding and facing a severe 
gas crises when the Pakistan Muslim league-Nawaz (PMl-N) 
came into power in 2013.  He said the PMl-N government, 
during its previous tenure, made extensive efforts to end the 
gas and electricity shortages. 11,000 megawatts of electricity 
was added to the national grid, while an lNG terminal with 1.2 
billion cubic feet capacity was installed. – APP

ECP issues 
notice to 

Imran, CM 
Mahmood

PEsHaWaR: district Mon-
itoring Officer (dMO) for 
by-election in Na-31 Pesha-
war-V shahabuddin has is-
sued notice to PTi Chairman 
imran Khan on the charges 
of using official resources 
for public meeting, and par-
ticipation of the public office 
holders including the KP 
chief minister in it. 
according to the code of 
conduct announced by the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan for the ongoing 
by-election, the public office 
holders can neither partici-
pate in such kind of political 
activities nor can use official 
resources , otherwise legal 
proceedings under elec-
tion laws would be initiated 
against them. – APP
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IK to face 
legal action, 

says Kaira
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister’s Adviser on Kashmir 
Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan 
Qamar Zaman Kaira warned 
that that legal action will 
be taken against former 
premier Imran Khan for 
‘using unethical language” 
and “leveling allegations” 
against state institutions.
The nation is well aware 
about the person who is 
spreading chaos in the coun-
try, he said while talking to 
a private news channel.
He alleged that the PTI 
chairman was attempting 
to destabilize the country 
by inciting “chaos and an-
archy”, adding, we will not 
allowed Khan to succeed in 
his nefarious designs.
“Imran Khan was pushing 
the country towards extreme 
polarization, he said, adding, 
the state, constitution and 
the respected institutions 
were being challenged by 
Imran Khan which would not 
be tolerated anymore. Re-
plying to a question, he said 
that legal action would be 
taken against Imran, add-
ing, every soldier and of-
ficer of the Pakistan armed 
forces were patriotic.
He mentioned that Paki-
stan’s armed forces had ren-
dered unmatched sacrifices 
for the security of the coun-
try. He said that it was unfor-
tunate that PTI leadership 
had run a negative campaign 
against Pakistan armed forc-
es adding that it attempts 
all these tactics to push the 
country towards default and 
bankruptcy for only political 
gains, he added. – APP

Five bids 
to smuggle 

wheat,  
flour foiled

RAWALPINDI: The Food 
Department Rawalpindi 
and district police have 
foiled five bids to smuggle 
wheat and flour besides 
seizing 2550 bags.  Ac-
cording to a district ad-
ministration spokesman, 
the authorities of the food 
department along with Na-
seerabad and Taxila police 
confiscated five vehicles 
loaded with 2550 bags. 
He informed that police 
arrested five drivers name-
ly Adil, Zaman, Ashraf, 
Zulfiqar and Manzoor for 
violating the ban on wheat 
and flour smuggling.  He in-
formed that the authorities 
concerned had been direct-
ed to strictly monitor dis-
trict exit points to control 
wheat smuggling. – APP

RDA inflows 
reach  $5 

billion mark 
in 24 months

ISLAMABAD: Inflow of 
remittances under Roshan 
Digital Account (RDA) rose 
to US $4.981 billion by the 
end of August 2022 as com-
pared to US $4.794 billion 
till end of July, according to 
a latest data released by the 
State Bank of Pakistan. 
The data showed that the 
inflows of remittances dur-
ing the month of August 
were recorded at $187 mil-
lion as compared to $188 
million in July and $250 
million in June, 2022. Ros-
han Digital Account (RDA) 
was launched by State Bank 
of Pakistan in collaboration 
with commercial banks op-
erating in the country. 
These accounts provide in-
novative banking solutions 
to millions of Non-Resident 
Pakistanis (NRPs), includ-
ing Non-Resident Pakistan 
Origin Card (POC) holders, 
seeking to undertake bank-
ing, payment and invest-
ment activities in Pakistan.
As per data, expatriate Pa-
kistanis from 175 countries 
had deposited the funds to 
456,732 accounts opened 
through RDA. – APP

IRSA releases 
273,900 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Wednesday released 
273,900 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with in-
flow of 288,300 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, Tarbela 
Dam has already attained its 
maximum conversation lev-
el of 1550 feet and was 152 
feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Water in-
flow and outflow in the dam 
was recorded as 163,700 
cusecs and 162,900 cusecs 
respectively. – APP
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Ethiopia keen to promote 
trade ties with Pakistan

Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, ICCI said that Pakistan has made a Look Africa 
Policy to explore huge untapped region of Africa for trade and exports and close co-op 
between Pakistan and Ethiopia would helpful in getting better access to African market

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jemal Beker, Ambassador of 
Ethiopia to Pakistan said that his country 
is keen to promote trade ties with Pakistan 
as increasing bilateral trade would be very 
beneficial to the people and economies of 
both countries. He said this while exchang-
ing views with Muhammad Shakeel Munir, 
President, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI) during his visit to 
Ethiopian Embassy.
The Envoy said that Ethiopia is importing 
many products from China & India and 
added that Pakistan has a good opportu-
nity to focus on the Ethiopian market to 
explore new opportunities of improving 
its exports. He said that Ethiopia is con-
sidering resuming direct flights with Paki-
stan that would improve people to people 
contacts and trade relations between the 
two countries. He said that Ethiopia is im-
porting 80% of pharmaceutical products 
and Pakistani pharma sector investors 
should set up JVs in Ethiopia to meet the 
needs of its market and export surplus to 
African countries.
He highlighted marble, pharmaceuticals, tex-
tiles and construction as potential areas of 
bilateral cooperation between Ethiopia and 
Pakistan. He said that ICCI should consider 

taking a business delegation to Ethiopia to 
promote connectivity with Ethiopian coun-
terparts and explore business collaborations. 

He proposed that ICCI should sign an 
MoU with Ethiopian Chamber of Com-
merce to promote business linkages be-

tween the private sectors of both coun-
tries and assured that his Embassy would 
facilitate Pakistani entrepreneurs in ex-
ploring the Ethiopian market for business 
and investment.
Speaking at the occasion, Muhammad Sha-
keel Munir, President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry said that Pakistan 
has made a Look Africa Policy to explore 
huge untapped region of Africa for trade 
and exports and close cooperation between 
Pakistan and Ethiopia would helpful in get-
ting better access to African market. 
He said that many Pakistani products in-
cluding marble & granite, pharmaceuticals, 
cement, leather, rice and sports goods can 
find a good market in Ethiopia and stressed 
that Ethiopia should focus on Pakistan for 
imports. He said that Pakistan and Ethiopia 
should consider negotiating a preferential 
or free trade agreement to promote trade 
relations up to their actual potential. 
He said that both countries should encour-
age regular exchange of trade delegations 
to explore all potential areas of mutual co-
operation. He said that ICCI has already 
taken its delegations to Azerbaijan and 
UAE and would also consider taking a dele-
gation to Ethiopia. He further said that ICCI 
would like to work closely with the Ethiopi-
an Embassy to promote business relations 
between Pakistan and Ethiopia. 
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The UNHCR 
Representative and 
Director General 
of PDMA Syed 

Salman Shah signed 
a memorandum 
to handover the 

items for immediate 
distribution to the 

flood victims
ISLAMABAD: The United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has 
handed over thousands of tents and other 
emergency relief items to the Sindh gov-
ernment which will benefit hundreds of 
thousands of flood-affected people in the 
province.  The first three of nine scheduled 
flights arrived in Pakistan on Monday – 

with the other six scheduled this week, said 
a statement issued 
here.  The UNHCR 
trucks carrying re-
lief items were 
also on the road 
from Uzbeki-
stan, with more 
convoys sched-
uled. Emer-
gency relief 
items are being 
transported from 
Peshawar and had 
already reached 
Sukkur Humanitarian 
Response Facilities, 
the statement added.
“A total of 18,800 tents, 
310,000 blankets, 76,000 buckets, 
5 6 , 5 0 0 
jer r ycans, 
6 7 , 5 0 0 
plastic tar-
p a u l i n s , 

112,000 sleeping mats, 150,000 mosqui-
to nets, 140,000 solar 

lamps, 24,700 kitch-
en sets, 32,000 

sanitary napkins, 
4,500 soap and 

3,500 dignity 
kits are being 
given to the Pro-
vincial Disaster 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Authority Sindh, 

the UNHCR said. 
UNHCR’s Assistant 

Representative for 
Protection Leyla Nug-
manova called on Sindh 

Chief Minister Syed Murad 
Ali Shah. The CM’s team 

briefed the UNHCR officials 
about the cur-
rent situation 

i n v a r i o u s 
flood-affected 
districts and 

the damages caused by floods. The UNHCR 
Representative and Director General of PDMA 
Syed Salman Shah signed a memorandum to 
handover the items for immediate distribution 
to the flood victims. 
The Sindh CM welcomed the UNHCR’s contri-
bution, terming it timely and important. “The 
world is yet to understand the scale of this dis-
aster and devastation by floods,” he said.  Leyla 
Nugmanova said, “UNHCR is lending all pos-
sible support to Pakistan in this hour of need.   
“Based on our forty years of partnership and 
Pakistan’s extraordinary generosity for refu-
gees, we cannot let the country and its people 
handle this colossal tragedy alone. 
“The world has to understand what the 
people in Pakistan are going through and 
has to step in to help fast,” she added. The 
UNHCR has been part of the monsoon re-
sponse since July when the agency started 
to provide relief items and assistance for 
refugees and host communities. In addition, 
the UN Refugee Agency directly provided 
tents to the flood affected refugees and host 
communities through its partners. – APP

UNHCR hands over relief items to Sindh govt
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The UNHCR Representative and Director General of PDMA Syed Salman Shah signed 
a memorandum to handover the items for immediate distribution to the flood victims

LAHORE: Ambassador of Canada, Wendy Gilmour met PMLN Vice President 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif at her residence in Jati Umrah. – DNA

Pakistan to celebrate 
Int'l Literacy Day today

ISLAMABAD: International 
Literacy Day will be cele-
brated worldwide including 
Pakistan on September 
08, 2022 under the theme 
“Transforming Literacy 
Learning Spaces”.
On International Literacy 
Day, UNESCO will raise 
awareness and concern for 
literacy problems that exist 
within our own local com-
munities as well as globally.
The Day will be an oppor-
tunity to rethink the funda-
mental importance of liter-
acy learning spaces to build 
resilience and ensure quali-
ty, equitable, and inclusive 
education for all.
At the global level, a two-day 
hybrid international event 
will be organized on 8 and 
9 September 2022, in Côte 
d’Ivoire. The International 
Literacy Day global cele-
bration lies at the heart of 
regional, country and local 
levels. As such, this year's 

outstanding programmes 
and literacy practices will 
be announced through the 
2022?UNESCO Interna-
tional Literacy Prizes award 
ceremony. 
Audrey Azoulay Direc-
tor-General of UNESCO in 
her message on Interna-
tional Literacy Day 2022 
state that school closures 
and disruptions caused by 
the pandemic have likely 
driven learning losses and 
drop-outs. Through the cel-
ebration of International Lit-
eracy Day, UNESCO calls on 
all actors in the field of edu-
cation and beyond to re-think 
the role of literacy.
Since 1967, International 
Literacy Day (ILD) cele-
brations have taken place 
annually around the world 
to remind the public of the 
importance of literacy as 
a matter of dignity and hu-
man rights, and to advance 
the literacy agenda towards 

a more literate and sus-
tainable society. Despite 
progress made, literacy 
challenges persist with 771 
million illiterate people 
around the world, most of 
whom women, who still lack 
basic reading and writing 
skills and are faced with in-
creased vulnerability.
Rapidly changing global 
context took a new meaning 
over the past years, ham-
pering the progress of glob-
al literary efforts. In the 
aftermath of the pandemic, 
nearly 24 million learners 
might never return to for-
mal education, out of which, 
11 million are projected to 
be girls and young women. 
To ensure no one is left 
behind, we need to enrich 
and transform the existing 
learning spaces through an 
integrated approach and 
enable literacy learning in 
the perspective of lifelong 
learning. – APP

Electricity units 
allowed to DISCOs, 

WAPDA, NTDC, 
GENCOs employees
ISLAMABAD: Employees of all power distribution companies 
(DISCOs), National Transmission and Desptach Company 
(NTDC),  WAPDA and generation companies (GENCO) are 
allowed electricity units according to their pay scales and each 
employee consumes its allocated quota within a financial year.  
Officials sources told that the electricity units were not free rath-
er was a taxable to the employees and was a part of their salaries 
pay package. Each employee paid his/her bill when the allowed 
quota of units was exhausted and no further units were allowed 
till the end of financial year, they said.  They said the said facility 
was also provided to the retired officers/officials as per entitle-
ment. The cost of electricity to employees was borne by their 
respective organizations-DISCOs/GENCOs/NTDC/ WAPDA 
etc to the CPPA. They said once the entitled quota consumed, 
the employees paid their bills like other consumers.  Sharing 
the entitled allowed units details, the sources said grade 1-4 
employees were allowed 100 units per month, grade 4-10 em-
ployees 150 units and grade 11-15 employees 200 units. Simi-
larly, 300 units were allowed to grade 16 per month, 450 units 
to grade- 17, 600 units to grade-18, 880 units to grade-19, 1100 
units to grade-20 and 1300 to grade-21-22 officers. – APP

Pak committed to reduce 
air pollution, says Sherry

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change 
Senator Sherry Rehman on Wednesday said despite 
contributing less than 1% of global greenhouse gas 
emissions, Pakistan was committed to improving air 
pollution and reducing emissions.  In her message on 
International Clean Air Day, the Minister said Pakistan 
at present stood at the forefront of the global environ-
mental emergency where air quality and air pollution 
was one of the major environmental issues. 
Minister Rehman said, "Our cities and villages face air pollu-
tion. Pakistan is currently going through the ravages of cli-
mate catastrophe." She said the country was living through 
a devastating year of environmental disasters. Ministry of 
Climate Change in Pakistan was engaged in fighting air pol-
lution on priority basis through its Clean Air Programme. 
The objective of the program, she said was to coordinate 
activities and initiatives of major polluting sectors including 
industries, waste management companies and others. 
The Ministry of Climate Change was working with various 
sectors to reduce dark carbon emissions, Sherry Rehman 
said, adding, "The Climate decade of our reckoning is now 
and not in 2050. This is a new normal and a dystopic one. 
So whatever goes down in one country effects the other."
"Climate change has no borders, the effects of climate 
change on one country will affect other countries as well," 
Sherry Rehman said. She suggested that all countries 
should make a coordinated and collective global effort to 
clean up their air. "Climate Change has no boundaries and 
we share the air that we breathe. Pakistan looks forward to 
working with all countries to invest in a clean and healthy 
future", Sherry Rehman concluded. – APP

Bookie held 
for betting 
on cricket 
matches

RAWALPINDI: Police held a 
bookie red-handed while mak-
ing betting on cricket matches 
in the precincts of New Town 
Police Station.  According to 
a police spokesman, on the 
special instructions of CPO 
Rawalpindi, district police 
were carrying out a success-
ful drive against social crimes 
specifically gambling.  In this 
regard, police officials had 
been assigned the task to 
keep check against gambling 
on National Cricket Cup 
matches in the city, he added.  
SHO New Town Police Station 
along with his team acting on 
a tip-off raided and arrested a 
gambler red-handed and also 
seized two mobile phones, he 
said and informed the gam-
bler was identified as Huzafia.  
New Town police registered a 
case against the gambler un-
der Prevention of Gambling 
Act and shifted the detainee 
gambler to police station for 
further investigation. – APP



Pakistan stands with 
China amid quake 
disaster: President
President Alvi said he was deeply 

saddened and grieved to hear about 
the devastating earthquake that hit 
Sichuan province in southwestern 
China, resulting in loss of precious 
lives and destruction of property

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Wednesday, ex-
pressing grief over the loss of lives in China following the 
earthquake in its Sichuan area, said Pakistan will stand 
with China in difficult times. “I assure you that the peo-
ple of Pakistan and the government of Pakistan stand 
with the Chinese people and the government of China 
with the same spirit as the Chinese people are standing 
with the victims of unfolding super floods,” he said in a 
message of condolence for the Chinese people.
President Alvi said he was deeply saddened and grieved 
to hear about the devastating earthquake that hit Sichuan 
province in southwestern China, resulting in the loss of 
precious lives and destruction of property.
“On behalf of the people of Pakistan, and myself, I wish 
to convey my deepest condolences to the Chinese leader-
ship and my heartfelt sympathies to the people of Sichuan, 
over the loss of 66 precious lives in the recent earthquake, 
which has also caused damage to communication infra-
structure and other properties,” he said. The president 
extended his sincere condolences to the families who lost 
their loved ones and offered his prayers for the speedy 
recovery of the injured. He hoped that the missing people 
would soon be reunited with their families and that the peo-
ple of the earthquake-hit areas would rebuild their homes 
and resume normal life as soon as possible. He expressed 
confidence that the Chinese leadership and people of Chi-
na were fully capable to win the battle against this natural 
calamity with their proven abilities and resilience. – APP
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Sayed Sajid Shah Bokhari

I N 1965, in a Ministerial conferenceon 
Educationit was decided to eradicate 
illiteracy and  pull the world from the 

quagmire of ignorance.The decision was 
tough and challangable because more than 
half of the world had no access to education. 
The world body of UESCO  after realization 
understood the dilemma and went further 
to announce on 26th October, 1966 that 8th 
September will be marked  as World Liter-
acy Day. Since then every year with a new 
thematic area the literacy day is celebrated 
all over the world with Great Spirit and zeal.
However to achieve targets the developed 
and underdeveloped countries adopted their 
own policies to coup with the challenges. The 
Developed countries took strong decision to 
convert the illiterate societies, communities 
in to literate one and made education as core 
body of their social ,political and economic  
pathway. It was also realized that everyone 
possess potential but it should reached to 
climax and that’s only possible through joint 
efforts. So the richest countries should help 
the poorest one,the strongest should help 
the weakest nation  and that will be the only 
way to eradicate illiteracy from the world. 
The UNESCO started technical and finan-
cial support from the very beginning how-

ever,the countries which had no policy,plans 
and frames for promoting literacy rate or ig-
nore ruined themselves.Every year new the-
matic area and slogan is adopted.For the year 
2022, slogan Transforming literacy learning 
spaces has been adopted. More than 56 
years ago the universal declaration of human 
rights asserted that everyoneshould have 
right to education. This was in fact the re-
alization by the nation to understand the 
global challenges due to illiteracy and tak-
ing steps to develop a frame work for the 
future generation to make them strong, 
sustainable and prosperous. 
The realities identified in the conference 
describe that more than 100 Million Chil-
dren,including 60 Million Girls have no ac-
cess to primary education.More than 960 
Million Adults,two thirds of who are women 
are illiterate and functional literacy is a sig-
nificant problem in all countries, industrial-
ized and developing. However the problem 
of illiteracy in developing countries is great 
menace. It was realized then that only liter-
ate people with just reading and writing will 
have no importance in personal life until they 
may got the modern concepts and innovation 
in education.Is it not astonishing that in to-
day’s world of science  more than one third 
of the world’s adults have no access to the 
printed knowledge,new skills and technolo-
gies to improve the quality of their lives and 

help them shape,and adopt to social and cul-
tural change.The major threat found in the 
circle of education was 100 Million children 
and countless adults who usually failed  to 
compete basic education programme espe-
cially the women folk. 
As a matter of fact millions more satisfy the 
attendance requirements but do not acquire 
essential knowledge and skills.It was realized 
by the world that illiteracy not only causes 
dependence,it deprives people of the devel-
opment of their fullest potential of partici-
pation in decision makingat different levels 
and ultimately rises to breed oppression 
and exploitation. Democratic institution and 
values can hardly flourish in a society where 
half of its population is illiterate and most of 
the people cannot access to information and 
reading newspaper even.
Learning how to read and write opens the 
doors to so many possibilities.it increase 
knowledge,give information increases job 
opportunities, reduce violence and under-
stand the life cycle.It was a time when the 
ability to read,write,speak and listen were 
considered effective parts of communica-
tion. Now like previous definition means 
reading simple paragraph would not be 
enough.Now is a period where 21st century 
skills could be used as a matter of indivis-
ible and national development indicators.
The competency to understand, collabo-

rate,critical thinking,problem solving and 
digital literacy with technological informa-
tioncould be essential parts of human devel-
opment and it needs efforts on the part of 
each stakeholders in society.
The advanced countries in the world have 
got the real essence of education because 
they have had a mechanism for enhancing 
the skills of human.Just imagine The Finl-
nd,Norway,Japan,Germany,Sweden,US,Uk, 
Switzerland ,Litiva, Lithonia,Russiahad got 
the literacy ratio between 98 to 100.They 
had got a miracle and secret of develop-
ment and technologies in the field of inven-
tion,innovations and strongest economical 
and political background.On the other hand 
the poorest countries could be found at the 
edge of chaos,anarchy,war and destruction.
Especailly the Muslim world who posses 
literacy ration between 28 and 34 like Be-
nin,Guinea,Tanzania,Chad,Niger,South 
Sudan,Afghanistan,congoare nearest to 
collapse.Just imagine 57 Muslim countries 
have 26% literacy ratio which is surprising 
and astonishing.Until the Muslim countries 
and specially Pakistan may not adopt a pol-
icy to raise its literacy ratio from 60% to 90 
% development is impossible.in the coming 
decades it will be in fact a disturbance fac-
tor for destabilization and lowest level of 
social, economic, political background and 
chaos, anarchy will be our destiny.

World Literacy Day (8th September)

Briefs
Nation 

indebted 
to PAF’s 

warriors: PM
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Wednesday paid tribute to 
the pilots of the Pakistan Air 
Force (PAF) for rendering 
immense sacrifices in the 
1965 war and defending the 
country’s aerial frontiers.
“The defenders of the coun-
try’s aerial frontiers always 
proved that any malice 
shown by the enemy would 
be thwarted effectively,” he 
said in a tweet on PAF Day.
Nation on September 7 ob-
served the 57th Air Force 
Day across the country to 
pay homage to the martyrs 
of the PAF for sacrificing 
their lives in defence of 
the homeland.
PM Sharif said Pakistanis 
were grateful to Squadron 
Leader Sarfraz Rafiqui, 
Flight Lieutenant Younas 
Hassan, Flying Officer Mu-
hammad Afzal, Squadron 
Leader Muniruddin, and 
all martyrs of the PAF. 
“With their great sacrific-
es, these heroes crushed 
the nefarious designs of 
the four times bigger ene-
my,” he said. – APP

Meezan bank 
launches 

online payment 
gateway

ISLAMABAD: Meezan 
Bank, Pakistan’s leading 
Islamic bank has launched 
Point of Sale (POS) pay-
ment and online payment 
gateway services to en-
hance its digital retail of-
fering and fast-track the 
country’s digital ecosys-
tem.  The Bank will act as 
a link between merchants, 
issuers and payment net-
works by offering them 
state-of-the-art POS ma-
chines and making cash-
less transactions avail-
able over the counters, 
enabling retailers to ben-
efit from the adoption of 
digital payments, said a  
news release issued here 
on Wednesday. 
The POS machines sup-
port acceptance of local 
and international cards, 
card and mobile tap pay-
ments and integration 
with the retailer system. 
With the launch of POS 
and e-Commerce Acquir-
ing services, Meezan Bank 
will now be able to digitize 
payments for a large num-
ber of unserved retail cus-
tomers who prefer Islamic 
banking. A ceremony was 
held at Meezan Bank’s 
Head Office to acknowl-
edge the contribution of 
the key individuals in this 
project. This ceremony 
was attended by Ariful Is-
lam - Deputy CEO, Meezan 
Bank and other senior 
team members.  – APP
 

PAF observes 
Sept 7 as 

Martyrs’ Day
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Air Force on Wednesday 
observed September 7th as 
Martyrs’ Day at all PAF Bas-
es throughout the country. 
The day started with special 
Du’aa and Quran Khawani 
for the Shuhada (martyrs) 
of 1965 and 1971 Wars and 
those who laid down their 
lives in action since the 
creation of Pakistan, a PAF 
news release said.
Chief of the Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu was the 
Chief Guest during a Mar-
tyrs’ Day Ceremony held at 
Air Headquarters, Islama-
bad.  Addressing on the occa-
sion, the Air Chief said that 
PAF has proud history of 
sacrifice, valour and profes-
sionalism. Brave sons of the 
soil have always responded 
to nation’s call and marked 
glories with their blood dur-
ing 1948, 1965 & 1971 Wars, 
Ops Sentinel and Operation 
Swift Retort. Pakistan Air 
Force has evolved due to 
great legacy of our forefa-
thers and we are striving 
hard for the advancement in 
space, electronic warfare, cy-
ber, niche technologies and 
indigenous defence capabili-
ty to ensure our sovereignty 
and territorial integrity”. 
Air Chief appreciated the 
efforts of PAF personnel for 
relief and rescue operations 
during the recent floods. He 
further expressed solidarity 
with Kashmiri brothers and 
sisters in their indigenous 
and just struggle for self-de-
termination. To pay homage 
to the martyrs, the Air Chief 
laid floral wreath at the Mar-
tyrs’ Monument and offered 
“Fateha”. Principal Staff Of-
ficers, Officers, Airmen and 
PAF Civilians attended the 
ceremony. – APP

Int’l Day of 
Democracy 

on Sep 15
ISLAMABAD: International 
Day of Democracy will be 
marked on September 15 
(Thursday) to raise public 
awareness about democracy.  
The International Day of De-
mocracy aims to raise public 
awareness about democra-
cy - its meaning and impor-
tance. Various activities 
and events are held around 
the world to promote de-
mocracy on this date.
Many people and organiza-
tions worldwide, including 
government agencies and 
non-government organiza-
tions, hold various initia-
tives to promote democracy 
on the International Day of 
Democracy.  Events and ac-
tivities include discussions, 
conferences and press con-
ferences involving keynote 
speakers, often those who 
are leaders or educators 
heavily involved in sup-
porting and endorsing 
democratic governments 
and communities.
Leaflets, posters and flyers 
are placed in universities, 
public buildings, and plac-
es where people can learn 
more about how democracy 
is linked with factors such 
as freedom of expression 
and a tolerant culture. Or-
ganizations, such as the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU), organize activities 
such as public opinion sur-
veys about democracy and 
political tolerance.
There has been a campaign, 
known as the Global Democ-
racy Day Initiative, which in-
volves a petition being made 
to the UN and heads of states 
to officially adopt October 18 
as Global Democracy Day to 
support International Day of 
Democracy. 
The UN general assembly 
decided on November 8, 
2007, to make September 
15 as the annual date to 
observe the International 
Day of Democracy. The as-
sembly invited people and 
organizations, both govern-
ment and non-government, 
to commemorate the Inter-
national Day of Democracy. 
It also called for all govern-
ments to strengthen their 
national programs devoted 
to promoting and consoli-
dating democracy. The as-
sembly encouraged regional 
and other intergovernmen-
tal organizations to share 
their experiences in pro-
moting democracy. – APP

HEC, Huawei 
to organize 

online training 
ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) and Huawei Technol-
ogies (Pvt.) Ltd Pakistan to 
organize an eight-day long 
online training for 30 to 
40 outstanding Pakistani 
students in the field of ICT 
tentatively from September 
26, 2022 onward for a week 
period. HEC and Huawei, 
in that regard, are inviting 
applications from potential 
Pakistani undergraduate 
students under the “Huawei 
Seeds for the Future Pro-
gramme 2022”.
According to the Assistant 
Director Learning Oppor-
tunities Abroad Higher 
Education Commission 
Pakistan, Under the sub-
ject program, in the last 7 
years, 130 students were 
selected from varsities 
across Pakistan by HEC 
and 55 of them were sent 
by Huawei to China for two 
weeks training on culture 
and advance ICT skills.
Same like last year, due to 
Covid-19, HEC & Huawei 
has again planned to organ-
ize online training this year.
HEC Official informed 
that the deadline to apply 
for this program is 18th 
September 2022. The 
selected students will be 
able to obtain valuable 
cutting-edge ICT knowl-
edge (5G, Cloud, AI, etc.) 
developed by Huawei’s 
Headquarters and experi-
ence a cross-cultural com-
munication virtually. ??
As per eligibility criteria, 
the candidate must be a 
Pakistani/AJK national 
& permanent resident of 
Pakistan/AJK. Dual na-
tionality holders are not 
eligible. – APP

ANF recovers 
462 kg hashish
ISLAMABAD: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) has re-
covered 462 kilograms of 
hashish from a secret com-
partment in a truck near 
York Toll Plaza Dera Ismail 
Khan and arrested two ac-
cused. According to ANF 
spokesperson, the accused 
were trying to smuggle 
hashish from Balochistan to 
Peshawar and Punjab.
A case has been registered 
against them under the An-
ti-Narcotics Act and further 
investigation was started by 
the force. – APP

Painting exhibition held 
to mark Defence Day

Colonel (r) Syed Muhammad Safi said that the people fought the war of 1965 
alongside the Pakistan Army. “We will not hesitate to make any sacrifice to defend 
our beloved motherland, to maintain its independence and sovereignty,” he added

RAWALPINDI: Punjab Arts Council(PAC) Wednesday organ-
ized a painting exhibition to mark Defence Day and pay trib-
ute to martyred sons of soil. Colonel (r) Syed Muhammad Safi 
and Naheed Manzoor were the chief guests of the exhibition. 
Paintings of martyrs, ghazis, tanks, armoured vehicles and war-
planes of the Pakistan Air Force were placed in the exhibition.
Speaking on the occasion, Colonel (r) Syed Muhammad Safi 
said that the people fought the war of 1965 alongside the Pa-
kistan Army. “We will not hesitate to make any sacrifice to de-
fend our beloved motherland, to maintain its independence and 
sovereignty,” he added. Naheed Manzoor said that the Defense 
Day and martyrs’ sacrifices reminded the armed forces and na-
tion’s unparalleled courage and bravery.
The armed forces and the nation crushed the enemy’s evil in-
tentions, and the day of September 6  had become a  symbol 
of unwavering determination, patriotic spirit, and great sacri-
fice in our history. “I salute the martyrs who sacrificed their 
lives for the country’s defence.” Director Arts Council Waqar 
Ahmed said that September 6 was a memorable day in our na-
tional history; this day retells us of the unprecedented unity 
and determination of the Pakistani nation.
He added that the entire nation defeated the enemy’s aggres-
sion on the side of Pakistan forces. – APP

Ismaili Imamat donates 
$10 million to Pakistan 

flood relief efforts
Prince Rahim 

said I am deeply 
concerned about 

impact of the 
current floods 
in Pakistan, 

which have been 
intensified  

by effects of  
climate change

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ismaili Imamat has 
announced it will be donating US$10 
million to support relief efforts follow-
ing the severe flooding in Pakistan.  
$5m will be donated directly to the 
Government of Pakistan while a fur-
ther $5m will be provided to the Aga 
Khan Development Network (AKDN) 
agencies in the country, which are en-
gaged in the relief efforts.

The donation comes following a 
discussion on Sunday between the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan,Mr. 
Shahbaz Sharif,and Prince Rahim 
Aga Khan,Chair of AKDN’s Environ-
ment and Climate Committee and 
eldest son of His Highness the Aga 
Khan, the 49th hereditary Imam of 
the Shia Ismaili Muslims.  
Prince Rahim said“I am deeply con-
cerned about the impact of the cur-
rent floods in Pakistan, which have 
been intensified by the effects of cli-
mate change. These floods, and the 
many other weather events we are 
experiencing around the world, re-
quire us all—governments, business-
es, communities, and individuals—to 
redouble our efforts to combat the 
climate crisis which threatens to en-
gulf us.The institutions of the Ismaili 
Imamat have been mobilised to sup-
port the government in its relief and 
rehabilitation efforts.”
During the discussion, the Prime Min-
ister expressed appreciation on behalf 
of the people and Government of Paki-
stan for the unwavering support of the 
Ismaili Imamat and the AKDN institu-
tions.  He also expressed his deepest 
respects for the work that the AKDN 

institutions have been delivering in Pa-
kistan since its independence. 
The Aga Khan Agency for Habitat and 
FOCUS are AKDN’s lead response 
agencies for relief efforts. To date over 
8,000 people have been successfully 
evacuated from affected areas while 
more than 4,000 families have been 
provided with food packages since the 
start of the flooding. Healthcare camps 
have been set up in several parts of the 
country by the Aga Khan University 
and Aga Khan Health Service where 
over 2,000 flood affected people have 
been given assistance. 
HBLBank and Jubilee LifeInsur-
ance, both part of the Aga Khan 
Fund for Economic Development 
portfolio, have been active support-
ers in the relief efforts providing 
food rations and waterproof tents 
to over 12,000 families. Addition-
ally, social safety payments by the 
Government of Pakistan are being 
disbursed to over 1 million people 
through HBL’s Konnect platform.
AKDN Helicopter operations have 
also been assisting in rescue missions 
and supporting the delivery of food 
items and medicines to remote areas 
in Chitral and Gilgit-Baltistan.

ISLAMABAD: Jemal Beker Abdula, the Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan called on to Khawaja 
Saad Rafique, Federal Minister for Railways and Aviation in his office. – DNA

Railways incur 
Rs90m losses per 
day due to floods

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways had been suffering losses 
of around Rs90 million per day due to unexpected monsoon 
rains and flash floods across the country. “The relentless 
monsoon rains and floods have not only destroyed the many 
railway tracks, but also damaged the bridges which discon-
nected Sindh and Balochistan with other parts of the coun-
try,” sources in the Ministry of Railways told APP.
They said during the last month, Quetta was disconnected 
from the rest of the country after bridge collapse at Mach 
Station, which had resulted in the cancellation of seven im-
portant trains between Karachi and Quetta. Pakistan Rail-
ways had also announced the suspension of the operations 
of five express major trains on the Main Line-I (ML-I) a few 
days ago until the rehabilitation of railway tracks, they said.
They said the main line of Pakistan Railways was under 
the flood-water between Tando Masti Khan-Gambat and 
Mehrabpur-Lakhro sections. Similarly, the track was sub 
merged at various spots in Balochistan. The sources said 
that furthermore, Pakistan Railways had already asked 
the passengers who want their tickets refunded can con-
tact the respective reservation offices. They said that 
the flood water would drain in the next 7 to 10 days, 
which would allow for the rehabilitation and eventual 
resumption of operations while the freight van opera-
tions have been resumed on a few tracks at a slow pace 
of 10-20 kilometers per hour. – APP
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Helping the flood victims The Hundred: 
a short format T HE friendly countries have stepped up their efforts to 

help flood victims in Pakistan as another flight from 
the United Arab Emirates carrying relief goods for the 

flood-stricken people of Pakistan arrived here at Nur Khan 
Airbase on Wednesday. So far, 19 flights from the UAE have 
landed in Pakistan carrying food, medical supplies and tents 
etc.  This is in continuation of the humanitarian air bridge es-
tablished between Pakistan and the UAE.
“Pakistan is thankful to the Government and people of UAE 
for showing support and solidarity in these times of grave 
crisis,” the Foreign Office spokesperson said in a state-
ment. On Tuesday, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had also 
thanked the UAE government for its continued support to 
the flood victims including the establishment of humanitari-
an corridor between the two countries. 
The water level in Manchhar Lake on Wednesday record-
ed a slight decrease. According to official figures, the wa-
ter level had dropped to 122.3 foot-reduced level (RL) at 
noon from 122.5RL at 6am.
Meanwhile, Indus River remained in high flood at Kotri barrage 
with around 58,3882 flowing downstream at noon against up-
stream discharge of 604,127 cusecs. Only a marginal drop was 
seen at upstream discharge at Kotri barrage on Wednesday. 
After causing widespread destruction in the country’s north, 
floodwaters have converged in Sindh in the south, where the 
Dadu district has been particularly affected.
Dadu DC Syed Murtaza Ali Shah estimates that over 1.2 million 
people have been affected by rains and floods since July 7 in 
the district. He said that 201 relief camps had been set up in 
the district, where flood-affected people were being provided 
meals twice a day. Hundreds of others, he said, were living in 
the streets and they, too, were being provided food. Separately, 
the European Union (EU) said it was coordinating incoming aid 
offers to help the country face the ongoing emergency at the 
request of Pakistani authorities. “The European Civil Protec-
tion Mechanism is deploying one liaison officer to help coordi-
nate the arrival of further aid,” it said in a statement.

Y OUR starter for 10. The finals of the men’s and women’s Hundred 
competition were held at Lord’s last Saturday. Who won? Have to hur-
ry you. Have you got it? Award yourself 10 points if you said the Oval 

Invincibles won the women’s crown and another 10 points if you knew Trent 
Rockets were the men’s winners. The Invincibles and the Rockets – not yet 
names that trip off the tongue like Man United and Arsenal, or, to take a US 
baseball analogy, the almost universally recognised Red Sox and Yankees.
The competition was supposed to revolutionise English and Welsh 
cricket, making it fit for the snazzy, dynamic sporting world of the 21st 
century, and for an audience with ever shortening attention spans. Yet, 
in its second year, it has been struggling to establish itself. Running 
alongside the start of the football season has not helped: Man United 
and Arsenal are global mega-brands; the Trent Rockets are … well, who 
knows what they are, other than a bunch of pretty good cricketers in 
a stripy yellow kit, who vaguely represent the cricketing traditions of 
the east Midlands? When the Hundred was launched, the heritage of 
18 counties, which had in many cases been in operation for more than 
100 years, was shoehorned into eight new “franchises”. 
Bashing the Hundred has, though, become a little tiresome and predict-
able. Yes, it is a horribly simplified version of a wonderfully complex 
game; yes, the commentators, with their endless bigging up of some 
very ordinary cricket are annoying; yes, the rise of short-form franchise 
cricket across the world threatens the traditional game. But at least it 
has got the sport back on to terrestrial TV, and at the same time given a 
boost to the women’s game. The Hundred was invented to address crick-
et’s increasing marginalisation, and the middle-aged accountants and 
retired colonels who adore the labyrinthine plot twists of a Test match 
have to recognise those challenges: struggling counties; an ageing de-
mographic; the posh, public school image of cricket (many state schools 
have unfortunately given up on the game); the failure to bring players 
from south Asian backgrounds into the first-class game.
Cricket is not a perfect world being wrecked by the beastly Hundred; the 
Hundred is a garishly imperfect attempt to solve deep-seated problems in 
a sport which, ever since it made its Faustian pact with Rupert Murdoch’s 
Sky in 2006, has been losing its place in the national conversation. The 
accountants and retired colonels can afford a Sky subscription to watch 
England and South Africa play the final – and deciding – Test of their series 
at the Oval later this week. But what about the kid in the not-very-well-off 
household in Nottingham who might wonder what cricket is all about? How 
does he or she get to grips with the true glory of the game? The instant 
dazzle of Trent Rockets may not be the answer, but, if you are denied access 
to “real” cricket on TV, it might be better than nothing.
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P AKISTAN is not even among top 100 
countries which are subject to max-
imum rainfall. The country at the 

hundredth slot receives rain double to Paki-
stan according to the data of last 60 years 
average. But the scale of devastation during 
floods in Pakistan always remains miserable. 
When we talk about the extent of destruc-
tion we don’t consider the element of mis-
management the whole nation is subject to 
at the moment. 
In these times flood is a kind of disaster 
which doesn’t knock your doors with sur-
prise, there is always sufficient information 
available prior to the floods. We were ex-
pecting the same kind of calamity, we issued 
alerts, we ensured announcements, we iden-
tified danger zones, we forced evacuations; it 

means we were fully aware of the severity of 
expected floods.
But we still failed to save precious lives de-
spite hours before they were swept by the 
merciless flood waves. We remained unsuc-
cessful in extending quick response to the 
victims. Principally if we were aware of the 
emergence of the flood then it would have 
been appropriate to have helicopters and 
evacuation boats ready with search lights, 
life jackets and other necessary equipment 
to execute rapid rescue operation on the 
entire expected route of the flood. I think, 
there is absolutely nothing as ‘quick rescue 
response’ even in the procedures of armed 
forces of Pakistan. 
We didn’t notice any visible quick response 
from armed forces during first two days of 
the flood. Army is a disciplined yet extremely 
capable organization in the Country to han-
dle catastrophe of this scale but they can’t 
respond as long as there is any established 
mechanism to provide quick and immediate 
rescue operation. 
After two days there was visible rescue op-
eration by the armed forces which saved sev-
eral lives. If there had been any mechanism 
for quick rescue operation in the armed forc-
es we could have probably saved even more 
lives including those five young friends and 
an old age person in KPK who lost their lives 
in two different incidents during the flood. 
Still miseries of people in the South of the 
Country on a usual route after weeks of 
flood’s initial emergence are making a mock-
ery of the abilities of institutions established 
for disaster prevention and management. 
We all feel saddened looking at buildings and 
hotels washed away by the flood but none of 
us identified departments and authorities re-
sponsible to ensure safe constructions. Why 
relevant departments failed to stop these 
constructions. Did they issue any warning 

to these buildings? If they didn’t then there 
is a huge question mark on their abilities to 
ensure safe constructions in vulnerable sites 
on riverbanks and areas subject to excessive 
land sliding.
We all shared several videos of vehicles swept 
away in the flood but no one demanded to 
penalize people and departments who are re-
sponsible for road safety, to put visible signs 
and water gauges with clear instructions not 
to enter in the stream of prohibited scale. 
Number of dams has been breached in Bal-
uchistan but there is not even a single voice 
to condemn the entire process and design to 
build such vulnerable water reservoirs which 
eventually aggravated the degree of devasta-
tion while consuming exceptional resources 
for these structures.
The glaring mismanagement is also evident 
while looking at the tenders of National Dis-
aster Management Authority (NDMA). We 
all started listening about unprecedented 
monsoon season in Pakistan from May on-
wards this year but NDMA failed to notice 
this phenomenon. Detail of tenders from 
May onwards by the NDMA at their web-
site suggests engagement of the authority 
in renovation & maintenance of premises 
& vehicles, tax consultancy, procurement of 
almirah& jerry cans by the end of July 2022. 
It was August when destructions of flood 
lost their peaks the NDMA issued an ‘emer-
gency’ tender for family tents, look at the 
emergency of our disaster management 
authority that when NGOs such as Al-Khid-
mat and Edhi have already reached at every 
depth and breadth of the Country, when re-
lief goods have already reached from Turkey, 
UAE, China and Qatar, when masses have al-
ready extended their support to the victims 
then our specially established institution is-
sues ‘emergency’ for family tents on August 
27, 2022. Now the question is that will these 

tents be delivered within stipulated time be-
cause market is already short of tents, the 
answer is probably not. 
The fate of this procurement seems the 
warehouse and if we don’t, and we pray we 
don’t, experience this degree of flood in near 
future the whole purchase will perhaps go in 
vain, which is a clear example of mismanage-
ment that prevails in our institutions lead-
ing to the sufferings of this scale in case of 
any calamity. I intentionally didn’t mention 
the name of a country at hundredth slot in 
terms of rains because people start taking 
about the development status while com-
paring countries. Let’s take the example of 
Rajasthan which witnessed record rains this 
monsoon in decades, but the CM appeared 
in media and said that we stored enough wa-
ter however five reservoirs still have the ca-
pacity to store further water. 
According to estimates we lose water of 
worth 15 billion USD every year in addition 
to destructions repeatedly over the years but 
failed to build dams to store water to avoid 
severe floods, to produce less expensive 
electricity, to cultivate more agriculture land 
to meet food shortages and above all to en-
sure sustainability and security of Pakistan. 
We need to reflect and determine that if we 
suffered to a catastrophe or our mismanage-
ments at every level from the government, 
administration and masses at large to hinder 
strategic decisions to protect our mother-
land. Besides relief and rehabilitation activ-
ities we should focus on establishing affec-
tive & efficient institutions and processes 
to avoid any mismanagement in case of ca-
tastrophe of scale in future.  

– The writer is Associate Professor 
Management Sciences Head, Center of 
Islamic Finance COMSATS University 

(CUI) Lahore Campus. Email: 
drabdussattar@cuilahore.edu.pk

W HEN Iran and six global powers an-
nounced a nuclear deal in the summer 
of 2015, there was substantial global dip-

lomatic optimism. The pact, officially known as 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
capped Iran’s nuclear programme and provided 
the country relief from many of the sanctions im-
posed over the previous decade.
The United States, however, withdrew from 
the agreement during the presidency of Donald 
Trump. Now, after almost a year and a half of ne-
gotiations, the US — under President Joe Biden 
— and Iran appear on the brink of a new under-
standing to revive the fledgling accord.
As always in such high-stakes diplomacy, there are 
last-minute niggles to navigate. Iran has demand-
ed that the International Atomic Energy Agency 
end an investigation into safeguards in place at 
the country’s nuclear facilities, as a precondition 
for the deal. Meanwhile, the world is waiting to 
hear back from Iran, which is reviewing US re-
sponses to a European Union-drafted text for a 
revived nuclear deal. Yet, even if Iran and the US 
manage to strike a fresh agreement, the hope and 
momentum of 2015 will be difficult to resurrect. 
The optimism back then was about more than just 
the terms outlined in the text. The deal represent-
ed a triumph for conflict resolution and created 
a new esprit de corps among diplomacy-focused 
politicians around the world. Importantly, it was 
seen as a harbinger of a new era of moderation in 
the long-tortured US-Iran relationship.
The environment in 2022 is considerably darker. 
Hanging over proceedings is the knowledge that 
any commitment made by the US can only be 
counted upon as long as the administration that 
made it is in office. That reduces the incentive for 
all sides to meaningfully build on the agreement.
From Tehran’s perspective, any potential econom-
ic benefits for Tehran are in doubt if it can’t trust 
that the deal will last beyond 2024. Meanwhile, 
Iran’s nuclear programme has advanced to the 

point where it no longer needs a year for a nucle-
ar breakout — the timeline that was the basis for 
Washington’s demands in the original negotiations.
So while the text of the agreement remains un-
changed, both sides will have to settle for a di-
minished version of the benefits they success-
fully bargained for in 2015. Ultimately, what this 
agreement — if it comes to fruition — will yield is 
a stripped-down version of the JCPOA, with little 
hope of advancing towards a more comprehensive 
accommodation.
That’s no coincidence. When the two sides first set 
about trying to revive the deal last year, many ar-
gued that there should be a “less for less” interim 
agreement reached first. Some said that this would 
help reduce tensions and improve the atmosphere 
for negotiations, while others in Washington saw 
this approach as a means to halt Iran’s ambitions 
while retaining parts of the sanctions regime.
Unlike in 2015, a new deal won’t be an historic 
trust-building opportunity — just the opposite, in 
fact. Still, both sides will see a key gain there.
While the complicated and hostile entanglement 
between Washington and Tehran is set to continue, 
the agreement represents an opportunity for both 
sides to devote more of their attention elsewhere.
Iran has already resolved to look East, particu-
larly for its economic aspirations. This is both a 
result of sanctions and economic practicalities. 
Even with a deal, lingering restrictions on busi-
ness with Iran and the precedent Trump set will 
mean that Western firms are unlikely to flood 
the Iranian market any time soon. Tehran knows 
that. On the other hand, the centre of the global 
economy continues to move eastward, driven by 
Asian economies, especially China.
To be sure, Iran under President Ebrahim Raisi 
will want to make sure it doesn’t become over-re-
liant on China. However, while the administration 
may court economic interactions with Europe, it’s 
clear to most where Iran’s actual opportunities lie.
Meanwhile, reduced tensions with Iran will allow 

the Biden administration to finally downgrade 
the Middle East in America’s strategic calculus. 
Before Biden was even inaugurated, his senior 
foreign policy aids were telling seemingly any 
reporter who would listen that the Middle East 
was a “distant fourth” in their ranking of regions 
to focus on behind the rest of Asia, Europe and 
even the Americas.
The “war on terror” and Washington’s historic fixa-
tion with the Middle East have so far distracted the 
US from what it has — since the Obama administra-
tion — formally acknowledged as its biggest stra-
tegic challenge: its competition with Russia and 
China. While a reconstituted JCPOA does not mean 
that the US will forget the Middle East entirely, it 
will give the Biden administration the freedom to 
redirect more of America’s capacities to a new era 
of great power competition.
Any real opportunity for more meaningful dis-
course and compromise between the US and Iran 
will likely arrive only once it is clear that a future 
Republican president won’t abandon a deal. Look-
ing at the current slate of possible GOP nominees 
for the presidential election in 2024, that’s not a 
very hopeful prognosis.
Still, any future US president contemplating the 
abandonment of a revised nuclear deal would have 
to contend with new realities and a more complex 
international environment as the American mo-
ment of unrivalled primacy fades and more pow-
erful adversaries than Iran challenge the potency 
of Washington’s economic arsenal. Would it make 
sense to unsettle the little calm that an agreement 
with Iran would bring?
For the moment, it’s impossible to know how a fu-
ture American administration might answer that 
question. That’s why, rather than hope for a more 
civil bilateral relationship, we are left with a guar-
antee of continued confrontation in the region, pol-
icies defined by leverage seeking and one-upman-
ship, and likely another decade of this hostile saga.

– Courtesy: Al Jazeera

The glaring mismanagement 
is also evident while looking 
at the tenders of National 

Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA). We 

all started listening about 
unprecedented monsoon 
season in Pakistan from 

May onwards this year but 
NDMA failed to notice this 

phenomenon. Detail of 
tenders from May onwards 

by the NDMA at their 
website suggests...

Iran has already resolved to 
look East, particularly for 
its economic aspirations. 
This is both a result of 

sanctions and economic 
practicalities. Even with a 
deal, lingering restrictions 
on business with Iran and 
the precedent Trump set 
will mean that Western 

firms are unlikely to flood 
the Iranian market any 

time soon. Tehran knows 
that. On the other hand, 
the centre of the global 
economy continues to 

move eastward, driven by 
Asian economies, especially 

China. To be sure, Iran 
under President Ebrahim 
Raisi will want to make 
sure it doesn’t become 
over-reliant on China
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Pakistan... 
From Page 01

for $160 million in aid to 
help the flood victims. 
Many of those affected are 
from Sindh, where Paki-
stan’s largest freshwater 
lake is dangerously close to 
bursting its banks, even af-
ter having been breached in 
an operation that displaced 
100,000 people. National 
disaster officials said eight 
children were among the 
dead in the last 24 hours. 
The floods were brought by 
record monsoon rains and 
glacier melt in Pakistan’s 
northern mountains. With 
more rain expected in the 
coming month, the situation 
could worsen further, a top 
official of the United Na-
tions refugee agency (UN-
HCR) has warned. Already, 
the World Health Organiza-
tion has said more than 6.4 
million people need human-
itarian support in the flood-
ed areas. The raging waters 
have swept away 1.6 million 
houses, 5,735 km (3,564 
miles) of transport links, 
750,000 head of livestock, 
and swamped more than 2 
million acres (809,370 hec-
tares) of farmland. Pakistan 
has received nearly 190% 
more rain than the 30-year 
average in July and August, 
totalling 391 mm (15.4 inch-
es), with Sindh getting 466% 
more rain than the average.

PM inspects...
From Page 01

communication and roads 
infrastructure projects in 
the flood hit areas. The 
Prime Minister also waved 
to floods victims accommo-
dated in tents there. The 
bridge was washed away by 
the recent flash floods in D 
I Khan. It was the second 
visit of the Prime Minister 
to D I Khan after the recent 
flood besides visited Tank, 
Nowshera, Charsadda, Swat 
and Kohistan where he per-
sonally inspected rescue 
and relief operations. – App

‘PTI...
From Page 01

forces that are appointed 
by the Prime Minister after 
necessary consultation,” 
he mentioned. The close 
associates of Imran Khan 
in his party were abstain-
ing from commenting on 
his statements, he said, 
adding, “They are avoiding 
from commenting on it and 
a day earlier President of 
Pakistan who has been nom-
inated by PTI disassociated 
himself from what Imran 
Khan had said.”  He sought 
Imran Khan to prove when 
there was any appointment 
of the armed forces’ chiefs 
was done without merit. 
“The current COAS was 
appointed by our previous 
government and he en-
dorsed his appointment. 
In three years, he (Imran 
Khan) has applauded the 
current COAS perhaps the 
most appreciated by him.” 
He alleged that Imran Khan 
as prime minister used to 
remain absent from many 
important meetings chaired 
by the COAS that were of 
critical nature.  Khawaja 
added that Khan had left 
many core issues of political 
and security nature on the 
COAS to handle. After los-
ing power he was criticising 
the military leadership and 
deliberately creating doubts 
about the next inline COAS.   
He made a flurry of queries 
on Imran Khan asking him, 
“Was Buzdar’s appointment 
on merit? Or the appoint-
ment of Chief Minister 
KP was on merit? What he 
(Imran Khan) has done on 
merit?  BRT inquiry was si-
lenced. Is that merit? Tosha 
Khana diamonds case? 180 
million pounds sent here 
by National Crime Agency, 
UK with its letter in the 
name of Supreme Court and 
was sent in Bahria Town’s 
liability account. Is that 
justified? Sohawa Univer-
sity land was procured and 
only 38 students were being 
enrolled and there was no 
such university on ground. 
Is that merit? Is selling the 
Toshah Khana gifts at F-7 
shop merit?”  He quoted the 
maxim of law saying, “Who 
comes into equity must 
come with clean hands.” 
He continued, “Does this 
man has clean hands? No 
he had not. Does he probe 
medicines, sugar and wheat 
scams? He did not probe 
any.”   He commented that 
Imran Khan after his oust-
er through no confidence 
motion started claiming US 
and others for conspiring it. 
“You have accused US for it 
and then hired a lobbyist on 
US$25,000 to appease the 
US. Is that merit?” 

Putin...
From Page 01

order that is beneficial only 
to them, to force everyone to 
live according to the infamous 
rules that they themselves 
invented and regularly vio-
late, rules they are constant-
ly changing for themselves 
depending on the current 
circumstances,” the Russian 
president said. This was also 
reflected in the attendees at 
the summit in Vladivostok, 
who included Armenian 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan and senior Chinese legis-
lator Li Zhanshu.

Imran... 
From Page 01

said he had never given or 
would give such a statement 
in the future that would have 
an affect on pending court 
case. He further wrote that 
I couldn’t even think of run-
ning a malicious campaign 
against the judiciary and 
prayed the court accept his 
explanation. Courts always 
recognize the Islamic prin-
ciples of forgiveness and 
tolerance, he said, adding 
that those Islamic principles 
would also apply to this case 
as well.  The answer said the 
court gave me an opportunity 
to submit a supplementary 
reply but it was used for po-
litical points scoring. Chair-
man PTI Imran Khan has 
submitted a 19-page reply in 
the Islamabad High Court.  It 
should be noted here that on 
August 31, the larger bench 
of IHC had declared Imran 
Khan’s interim response un-
satisfactory and ordered him 
to submit the answer again by 
September 8. 

‘Conspiracy...
From Page 01

“Mr X and Mr Y”. Address-
ing a rally in Chishtian, he 
said that PTI’s Punjab law-
makers were being offered 
bribes worth millions of 
rupees. “And Mr X and Mr 
Y are threatening them to 
accept these bribes.” Im-
ran implied that the Pun-
jab government would be 
toppled via a no-trust vote 
and subsequently showed a 
series of past statements by 
PML-N leaders where they 
could could be heard say-
ing that the establishment 
played a “third party” role 
in the no-confidence move-
ment against him earlier 
this year. “So if the no-con-
fidence vote succeeds in 
Punjab, then according to 
them [the PML-N], it will be 
done by the establishment,” 
he said. Elaborating on his 
claim further, the PTI chief 
stated that the “conspiracy 
was being hatched” to bring 
PML-N supremo Nawaz 
Sharif back to the country.
However, Imran said that he 
was unfazed by Nawaz’s re-
turn. “I am waiting for you 
to come back. And when you 
do, it is my promise that the 
nation will welcome you in 
a way which has never been 
seen before in the country.” 
But, the PTI chief contend-
ed, “while the nation is reel-
ing from floods and there is 
an economic crisis, you are 
playing these political gim-
micks”. “Don’t you have any 
care for the country and its 
people? You are destroying 
everything.” Imran also criti-
cised the suspension of You-
Tube service across Pakistan 
during his Peshawar rally 
yesterday, saying that the gov-
ernment was cracking down 
on journalists supporting PTI 
and channels showing his 
speeches out of fear.

Nasim...
From Page 01

openers started to hit the ball 
over the park. However, Haris 
Rauf dismissed the explosive 
Rahmanullah Gurbaz in the 
fourth over and Mohammad 
Hasnain removed Hazratul-
lah Zazai to bring two new 
batsmen to the crease. Once 
the openers were dismissed, 
Babar brought in Mohammad 
Nawaz and Shadab Khan who 
put pressure on Afghanistan 
with their tight bowling. The 
pressure eventually got to Ka-
rim Janat and Ibrahim Zadran 
who were struggling to mid-
dle the ball. In the 12th over, 
Nawaz dismissed Janat to put 
Afghanistan three down. From 
then on, regular dismissals by 
the bowlers and tight bowl-
ing by the Men in Green put 
Afghanistan in check. It was 
only two boundaries by Rashid 
Khan in the last over that 
pushed Afghanistan to 129-6 
and helped them set a 130-run 
target for Pakistan.
For the Men in Green, Haris 
ended up with two wick-
ets while Nawaz, Shadab, 
Hasnain, and Naseem took 
one wicket each. For Af-
ghanistan, Ibrahim Zadran 
was their highest run scorer 
who ended up with 35 runs 
off 37 balls.

Global effort needed to 
confront climate change

DNa

CANBERRA: As unmatched flooding has 
displaced millions and led to the deaths 
of more than 1,200 people, Pakistan’s top 
diplomat in Canada is calling for an interna-
tional effort to help address the immediate 
crisis and to help his country’s recovery. 
The flooding, which has been caused by an 
atypically heavy monsoon season and the 
melting of Himalayan glaciers, has affected 
at least 33 million people, with one-third of 
the country submerged at one point. The 
World Health Organization said last week 
that more than 6.4 million people are in 
“dire need of humanitarian aid.” “These are 
floods of biblical proportions,” Pakistani 
High Commissioner Zaheer Janjua told Ca-
nadian newspaper in interview.
He said there is a need to address the imme-
diate needs that the flooding has caused, as 
well as to assist in longer term rehabilitation 
and rebuilding. He said the initial estimates 
show that repairing damage will cost more 
than $10-billion, but noted a full assessment 
will only be possible when the flooding starts 
to recede. “It is a task which Pakistan alone 
cannot fulfill. We do need the international 
community’s support,” he said, noting that 
Pakistan is “very happy and grateful” with 
Canada’s commitments so far. Internation-
al Development Minister Harjit Sajjan an-
nounced last week that Canada was providing 
$5-million in humanitarian assistance, on top 

of funds provided in the Emergency Disaster 
Assistance Fund and contributions to the 
UN Central Emergency Response Fund. In a 
press release, Sajjan said the funding is part of 
Canada’s “initial response” to the flood-
ing, and Canada will “continue to look 
at ways we can support those affect-
ed.” International Development 
Minister Harjit Sajjan has pledged 
an ‘initial response’ of $5-million 
to help Pakistan. The Hill Times 
photograph by Andrew Meade
Janjua said the conversations 
that he has held with Sajjan, 
Global Affairs, Parliamentarians, 
and the Pakistani Canadian dias-
pora community have 
been positive.* Pa-
kistan has a list 
of 40 items that 
it is asking for 
to assist in the 
immediate re-
covery, rang-
ing from 
temporary 
s h e l t e r s 
and toi-
lets, to 
w a t e r 
r e s c u e 
ve h i c l e s 
and dewatering pumps. It also seeking 
more than a dozen medicines, including an-
tibiotics and anaesthetic ointments. Janjua 

said he hopes that Canada will help assist 
Pakistan recover from the flooding over 
the long term. “Time is of the essence,” he 

said. “It should’ve been done yesterday, 
but of course, everything has a way 

of being done and the sooner the 
better.”
He said Parliamentarians with 
links to Pakistan and the Paki-
stani Canadian community have 
a special role to play in address-
ing the crisis by keeping the 
“flame alive.” “I have no doubt 
that they will do that,” he said.* 
The Canada-Pakistan Friendship 
Group is led by Liberal MP Sal-

ma Zahid. Janjua said 
the unprecedented 

flooding shows the 
need to confront 
climate change 
globally. “We 
believe that 
this is a climate 
change-induced 
calamity that 
has befallen 

us,” said the 
high com-
missioner, 
n o t i n g 

that Paki-
stan is low on the list of carbon-emitting 
countries, but is among the most vulnera-
ble to the effects of climate change. “These 

rains and floods are a manifestation of that,” 
he said, remarking that all countries should 
be meeting commitments made under the 
Paris climate accords. “Climate change 
is a clear and present danger. And if it is 
not addressed, I’m afraid Mother Earth is 
going to react,” he said. “This reaction was 
demonstrated in these rains and floods, and 
we wish that powers that be and people who 
matter would pay much more attention to 
climate change than it is being given now.” 
He said the agreements that have been 
reached have to be preserved and the in-
ternational community has to move forward 
from there. “We can’t just rest on the laurels 
that we have. We have good building blocks. 
We have a good foundation, and we should 
further build on that and move on,” he said. 
“We can’t be complacent. There’s no room 
for complacency. I think enough damage 
has been done. If we don’t address it and 
if we don’t grab the bull by the horns, I am 
afraid that we will have much more catastro-
phes like we are facing now and worse.” 
Janjua said it is crucial that attention on the 
situation doesn’t dissipate when flood wa-
ters start to recede. “Something else may 
grab the attention of the world—some other 
event may take place—but we don’t need to 
lose focus on this calamity,” he said. He said 
the “million-dollar question” is whether at-
tention can be sustained on the crisis. “It 
can’t be shoved under the carpet,” he said. 
“We need to maintain focus and we hope fo-
cus will be mandated.”  

 

Mbappé leads PSG to victory over Juventus
 

ageNcies 

PARIS: Kylian Mbappe produced two lethal 
first-half finishes as Paris Saint-Germain got 
their latest bid for Champions League success 
off to a winning start by beating Juventus 2-1 
at the Parc des Princes. Mbappe's two goals 
were stunning, the first coming after an out-
rageous scooped assist by Neymar inside five 
minutes and the second at the end of a 
superb move midway through t h e 
first half. PSG were cruis-
ing at half-time before 
being given a wake-up 
call early in the second 
half as substitute Weston McKennie 
headed Juventus back into the game.
Yet Juve are a faded force compared to just a 
few years ago and came to the French capital 
without several key players, including former 
PSG star Angel di Maria. They could not find 
an equaliser and the Parisians claimed their 
first three points in Group H. "I was very 
pleased with the team," said PSG coach Chris-
tophe Galtier. "Winning in difficult circum-
stances can only make us stronger."
Mbappe, along with Galtier, had come in for 
stiff criticism in France in the 24 hours leading 
up to this game for laughing when a question 
was put to him in the pre-match press confer-

ence about his club's decision to travel for last 
weekend's league visit to Nantes by private 
jet rather than take a more environmentally 
friendly train. The World Cup winner's perfor-
mance here suggested none of the neg-
ative headlines had remotely bothered 
him, as Mbappe confirmed exactly 
why PSG were so desperate to keep 
him at the end of last season when he 
seemed set to depart for Real Madrid. 
"We knew before this game that we 
had weaknesses but we 

are working 

to improve," Mbappe told 
broadcaster Canal Plus.
He signed a new deal in 
Paris to 2025 with the 
aim of leading his home-
town team to a first 
Champions League 
title after a decade 
of disappointing de-
feats and occasional 
humiliations at the 
business end of the 
competition. "I have a 

new role in the side now. The coach wants 
me to be someone who can hold the ball up, 
to get in behind and also that I act as a link 
between Leo and Ney. I am trying to adapt 

to that new role while also scoring goals." 
He needed just five minutes to get the 
breakthrough on a balmy evening after 
linking up brilliantly with Neymar, one 
of his rivals for the limelight in PSG's 
squad of superstars.
Mbappe, coming in from the left, sup-

plied Neymar before continu-

i n g 
into the box to meet the Brazilian's 

delightful return pass with a volley 
across goalkeeper Mattia Perin into 

the far corner. Juve actually very 
nearly equalised in the 19th minute 

when Arkadiusz Milik's header from 
Juan Cuadrado's cross was parried by 
Gianluigi Donnarumma. It was 2-0 just 
three minutes later, as Mbappe played 
an electrifying exchange with Achraf 
Hakimi this time before sending an-
other first-time strike past Perin.
With Marco Verratti and summer 
signing Vitinha robbing balls in 

midfield, Lionel Messi slipping in between 
the Juve defence and midfield to play intelli-
gent passes, and Mbappe seeking to deploy 
his electrifying pace, PSG looked impressive. 
But Juve coach Massimiliano Allegri sent on 
McKennie for the ineffective Fabio Miretti at 
half-time, and the United States international 
reduced the deficit in the 53rd minute. Le-
andro Paredes played a short corner on the 

left to Filip Kostic, and his cross was 
headed home by McKennie 
with Donnarumma caught in 
no-man's land.
Mbappe had squandered a 
great chance to make it 3-0 mo-

ments before that when he 
chose to shoot into the side-netting rather 
than pick out Neymar at the back post. The 
home side then had Donnarumma to thank 
for a fine save to keep out a Dusan Vlahovic 
header, but a bigger margin of victory for 
PSG would not have been undeserved, with 
Perin keeping out a late Neymar volley. "We 
could have got a positive result. But PSG are 
an extraordinary team with fantastic players, 
and they had several chances too," admitted 
Allegri. Mbappe has nine goals in six games 
for his club this season, and has scored eight 
in his last seven Champions League appear-
ances. If he keeps playing like he is just now 
then this could well be PSG's year at long last. 

Jabeur becomes first 
female Arab to reach 

US Open semis
 

sPorts Desk 

NEW YORK: Tunisia’s Ons Jabeur has 
become the first African and Arab fe-
male tennis player to reach the semi-fi-
nals of the US Open. Jabeur, who also 
claimed a notable first in July as the 
first woman from Africa to reach the 
final at Wimbledon, sealed a 6-4, 7-6 
win over Australia’s Ajla Tomljanovic 
on Tuesday. The 28-year-old will now 
face Caroline Garcia in the semi-finals 
after the in-form 17th-seed dispatched 
the 18-year-old Coco Gauff 6-3, 6-4 in 
Tuesday’s other quarter-final. Jabeur 
said she had been infused with belief 
since reaching the Wimbledon final, 
where she was beaten in three sets by 
Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina.
“I believe more in myself,” Jabeur 
said. “After Wimbledon, it was very 
positive. Even though I lost the final, 
I knew I had it in me to win a Grand 
Slam. And here I am in the semi-finals 
of the US Open.” Jabeur is known af-
fectionately as the “Minister of Happi-
ness” by fans in Tunisia for the joy that 
her progress on court has brought to 
her homeland. “We have a lot of courts 
[in Tunisia], especially in hotels,” 

Jabeur told Al Jazeera on the sidelines 
of the Qa- tar Total Open 
in 2020. “So, I started 
playing because my 
m u m used to go 
t h e r e and she loved 
t e n n i s and her love 
for tennis made me also 
love ten- n i s , 

which 
is un-
believ-
a b l e . 
I ’ m 
grate-
f u l 
f o r 

her to introduce me to this amazing 
sport.” On Tuesday, she admitted she 

had let her frustration get the better 
of her when she banged her racquet in 
frustration several times after cough-
ing up multiple service breaks in the 
second set.
“I think I’m gonna be fired from my job 
as Minister of Happiness,” she joked. 
“It is tough to manage my frustration. 
I apologise for my behaviour. I really 
wanted to keep calm but the racquet 
kept slipping away from my hand.” The 
win was the world number five’s 43rd 
this season, trailing only world number 
one Iga Swiatek. Jabeur had reached 

the quarter-finals at the 2020 Aus-
tralian Open and 2021 Wimbledon 
Championships, with her recent 
runner-up finish proving a break-
through. “I think the fact that I 
broke that barrier of being in the 
quarter-finals all the time, that 
did help with my confidence,” 
she said. “Knowing that I could 
make finals in Grand Slams real-
ly helped my game, just trying to 

build that experience to go into sec-
ond weeks in grand slams. It was very 
tough coming here, you know, just the 
hard court season like wasn’t that great 
for me. So I was trying to build more and 
more confidence on hard courts. 

 

ISlAMABAd: Ambassador of Japan WAdA Mitsuhiro exchanging views with  
Khawaja Saad rafique, Federal Minister for railways and Aviation. – dNA

Khachanov 
downs Kyrgios to 
reach semi-final

NEW YORK: Karen Khachanov set-up a US Open semi-fi-
nal duel with Casper Ruud on Tuesday when he battled 
past “devastated” Nick Kyrgios in a big-hitting five-setter, 
shattering the Australian crowd-pleaser’s dreams of a 
maiden Grand Slam title. Russian 27th seed Khachanov 
triumphed 7-5, 4-6, 7-5, 6-7 (3/7), 6-4 over the Wimbledon 
runner-up to make the last-four at a major for the first 
time. Earlier Tuesday, Norwegian fifth seed Ruud defeat-
ed Italy’s Matteo Berrettini 6-1, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) to make his 
second Slam semi-final of 2022 having finished runner-up 
to Rafael Nadal at the French Open.
Khachanov fired 30 aces and a total of 63 winners past 
Kyrgios. “I did it, guys. Finally, you are showing me some 
love,” Khachanov told the mostly pro-Kyrgios crowd on Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium. “It was a crazy match I was expecting 
it would be like this. I’m ready to run, to fight to play five 
sets. We played almost four hours and that’s the only way 
to beat Nick.” The Russian said he had “nothing to lose” 
when he faces Ruud on Friday. “I would like to win it,” said 
Khachanov who lost to the Norwegian on clay in Rome in 
2020 in their only previous meeting.
“But as deep as you go the expectations rise up. I did 
the step forward, I made my first semi-final and I think I 
have nothing to lose. “I just want to go for it and be ready 
for the next match and hopefully it will be a good one.” 
Kyrgios, who had knocked out defending champion Daniil 
Medvedev in the last-16, hit 31 aces in his 75 winners. 
However, his unforced error count of 58 was almost dou-
ble the 31 of Khachanov. “I’m devastated. It’s heart-break-
ing for me and everyone,” said Kyrgios. “I feel like I have 
let so many people down.” After Kyrgios had levelled the 
contest just after midnight with a dominant tiebreaker, he 
allowed Khachanov to break for a 1-0 lead in the final set. 
Kyrgios then failed to convert break points in the second 
and fourth games and his chance was gone. – Agencies

Chelsea sack 
manager Tuchel 

News Desk

LONDON: Chelsea on Wednesday sacked manager Thom-
as Tuchel just seven games into the new season, hours af-
ter they suffered a chastening Champions League defeat at 
Dinamo Zagreb. The former Borussia Dortmund and Paris 
Saint-Germain boss leaves Stamford Bridge after a tumultu-
ous period at the club, which included a Champions League 
triumph and the end of Roman Abramovich's reign. Chelsea 
said they would move "swiftly" to appoint a replacement, with 
former Tottenham and PSG boss Mauricio Pochettino and 
Brighton manager Graham Potter among the early favour-
ites. "On behalf of everyone at Chelsea FC, the club would 
like to place on record its gratitude to Thomas and his staff 
for all their efforts during their time with the club," the Pre-
mier League club said in a statement.
"Thomas will rightly have a place in Chelsea's history after 
winning the Champions League, the Super Cup and Club 
World Cup in his time here." The Stamford Bridge club, 
bought by Todd Boehly's consortium in late May, defended 
the timing of the decision, which is understood to have 
been made before the loss in Croatia. 
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TEHRAN: Iranian President Ebra-
him Raisi said on Wednesday that 
Tehran and Jakarta’s good rela-
tions in various fields can lead to 
the development of constructive 
cooperation between the two 
states at regional and internation-
al levels. President Raisi met and 
held talks with Indonesia’s Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court Mu-
hammad Syarifuddin here in Teh-
ran on Wednesday.
Describing the relations between 
Iran and Indonesia as friendly and 
progressive, President Raisi noted 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 
will to develop relations with Indo-
nesia in all areas is serious and the 
current level of relations between 
the two states is not proportional to 
the capacities in the two countries.
He highlighted that the good rela-
tions between Tehran and Jakarta 
in various fields can lead to the de-
velopment of constructive cooper-
ation between the two countries at 
regional and international levels.
Referring to Indonesia’s active ap-
proach in international organiza-
tions, President Raisi emphasized 

the strengthening of cooperation 
between the two states in inter-
national institutions and forums 
as one of the areas of cooperation 
between Iran and Indonesia.
Syarifuddin, for his part, described 
the relations between the two coun-
tries as friendly, cordial, and pro-
gressive. Expressing his country’s 

interest in boosting the level of re-
lations between the two countries in 
various fields, he urged cooperation 
and using the experiences of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in the field 
of legal and judicial technologies. 
Earlier, Chief Justice of Iran Gho-
lam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei has un-
derlined the need for expansion of 

judicial cooperation and exchange 
of legal experiences between the 
Islamic Republic and Indonesia.
The Judiciary chief met with Indo-
nesia’s Chief Justice of Supreme 
Court Muhammad Syarifuddin 
and his entourage in Tehran on 
Wednesday. The Iranian chief jus-
tice expressed gratitude to the 

Indonesian government and judi-
ciary system for their cooperation 
with the Islamic Republic in re-
cent years, saying that Jakarta and 
Tehran have good relationship for 
more than 70 years and that the 
ties have improved in recent years.
The trips by the Indonesian pres-
ident and other high-ranking offi-
cials to Iran as well as the Iranian 
president and other authorities to 
Indonesia along with holding meet-
ings at different levels have played 
a key role in enhancing relation-
ships between the two great Islam-
ic countries, Mohseni Ejei noted.
As to agreements in legal and judi-
cial fields between the two states in 
recent years, he expressed hope for 
the implementation of the accords 
as soon as possible. Indonesia is the 
most crowded Muslim country in 
the world and Iran enjoys a remarka-
ble position in the West Asia region; 
so, both countries can cooperate in 
different arenas and help introduce 
the beloved Islam to the world pub-
lic opinion and prevent distortion of 
its image by extremists, he added. 
The arrogant powers and their ex-
tremist pawns attempt to portray a 
fake image of Islam and the great 
Prophet to the world, he warned. 

Iran calls for boosting bilateral ties with Indonesia

Briefs
Baltics to 

restrict entry 
of Russians

DNA
RIGA: Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia have agreed to 
restrict the entry of Rus-
sian citizens travelling from 
Russia and Belarus, their 
foreign ministers said on 
Wednesday (7 September).
The three Baltic member 
states expect the entry ban 
to be in place by mid-Sep-
tember after it gets formal 
approval from national gov-
ernments, Latvian Foreign 
Minister Edgars Rinkevics 
said. “In the last couple of 
weeks and months, the bor-
der crossings by Russian citi-
zens holding Schengen visas 
have dramatically increased. 
This is becoming a public 
security issue, this is also an 
issue of a moral and political 
nature,” he told reporters 
after the meeting in Kaunas.
The countries will turn back 
all Russian citizens with visas 
attempting to enter the EU’s 
Schengen open border area. 
Exceptions will be made for 
Russian citizens crossing the 
border for humanitarian and 
family reasons, lorry drivers 
and diplomats.
The announcement comes a 
day after the European Com-
mission backed a proposal 
for new hurdles for Russian 
travellers seeking EU entry 
visas that could take effect 
as soon as next week, fol-
lowing a political agreement 
between the bloc’s foreign 
ministers last week. 

Tunisia 
opposition to 
boycott polls

DNA
TUNIS: Tunisia’s main 
opposition alliance said 
Wednesday its members in-
cluding the once-powerful 
Ennahdha party would boy-
cott December polls to re-
place a parliament dissolved 
by President Kais Saied.
The vote is set for nearly a 
year and a half after Saied 
suspended the Ennah-
dha-dominated assembly 
and sacked the government, 
later pushing through a 
constitution enshrining his 
one-man rule. “The Nation-
al Salvation Front has defini-
tively decided to boycott the 
upcoming elections,” said 
Ahmed Nejib Chebbi, head 
of the front which is made 
up of parties and move-
ments opposed to Saied.
He said the move was in re-
sponse to an electoral law 
written “by Saied alone”, 
part of a “coup against con-
stitutional legitimacy”.
Saied’s power grab was wel-
comed by many Tunisians 
tired of what they saw as a 
fractious and corrupt system 
established after the 2011 rev-
olution. But opposition forces 
say his moves, culminating in 
a new constitution confirmed 
by a widely boycotted July 
referendum, amount to a re-
turn to autocracy in the only 
democracy to have emerged 
from the Arab Spring.
 

French 
senators 
arrives in 
Taiwan

DNA
PARIS: A group of French 
lawmakers landed in Tai-
pei on Wednesday, the 
first high-level European 
delegation since China 
conducted huge war drills 
to protest a visit to the is-
land by US House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. Democratic 
Taiwan exists under con-
stant threat of an invasion 
by authoritarian China, 
which claims the self-ruled 
island as part of its terri-
tory to be seized one day 
-- by force if necessary.
Beijing lashes out at any 
diplomatic action that might 
lend Taiwan legitimacy, and 
has responded with growing 
anger to visits by Western 
officials and politicians.
The delegation of five 
French lawmakers is be-
ing led by Senator Cyril 
Pellavat, Taiwan’s foreign 
ministry said, adding it 
was the fourth visit by 
French politicians in the 
past 12 months.
Last month China sent war-
ships, missiles and fighter 
jets into the waters and 
skies around Taiwan in a 
show of opposition to Pelo-
si’s presence, its largest and 
most aggressive exercises 
since the mid-1990s.
Pelosi, a veteran Beijing 
critic, was the most senior 
US politician to visit Taiwan 
in 25 years. She was fol-
lowed by multiple separate 
US delegations in August.

Belgian 
unions 

threaten 
strike 

agencieS

BRUSSELS: Belgian unions 
will strike on 9 November if 
solutions to the purchasing 
power crisis are not found 
quickly, the chair of the CSC 
Christian union Marc Lee-
mans tweeted. The current 
situation is becoming “un-
tenable” for many people, 
Leemans tweeted. He ex-
pects solutions to come out 
of the consultations between 
the country’s employers 
and governments’ repre-
sentatives. However, “if no 
solution is found, the CSC 
will call a general strike on 9 
November,” Leemans added.
The federal and regional 
governments already held 
consultations with employ-
ers’ organisations on Mon-
day and consultations with 
the trade unions are to fol-
low on Wednesday.
This announcement comes 
amid the energy and sub-
sequent cost of living crisis 
facing European households. 
In Belgium, the inflation rate 
increased to its highest level 
in 46 years with 9.94% in Au-
gust, compared to 2.44% in 
2021 and 0.74% in 2020. The 
country’s three largest trade 
unions – CSC, FGTB and 
CGSLB – call on the Federal 
government to find solutions 
soon, as many people can not 
keep up with the cost of living.
Economist Bruno Colmant 
warned that around “40% of 
the population were at risk 
of falling below the poverty 
line” in light of the energy 
crisis, which he claimed to 
be “much more serious than 
covid”, in an interview on 
a Belgian TV channel RTL-
TVI on Sunday. The eco-
nomic burden weighing on 
the State and households 
will give rise to “civil diso-
bedience,” he added.

23 dead in 
Vietnam 
karaoke 
bar fire

HANOI: The death toll from 
a fire that tore through a 
karaoke bar in southern 
Vietnam has risen to 23, an 
official said Wednesday.
The blaze engulfed the sec-
ond floor of the building on 
Tuesday night, trapping cus-
tomers and staff as dense 
smoke filled the staircase 
and blocked the emergency 
exit, reports said.
Many crowded onto a bal-
cony to escape the flames, 
which grew quickly as they 
caught the wooden interior, 
while others were forced 
to jump from the building, 
state media added.
Photos showed plumes of 
smoke billowing out of the 
bar -- located in a crowded 
residential neighbourhood 
in Thuan An city, north 
of commercial hub Ho Chi 
Minh City in Binh Duong 
province -- as firefighters 
on cranes tried to extin-
guish the blaze. “We are 
still searching for more 
victims but the death toll 
so far is 23, and 11 people 
injured,” Mai Hung Dung, a 
top official with the ruling 
Communist Party in Binh 
Duong, told media. – APP

Search for 
stabbing 
suspect 
widens

DNA
JAMES SMITH CREE NA-
TION: Police on Wednesday 
widened their search for the 
second suspect in a deadly 
stabbing spree in western 
Canada, as a shattered Indig-
enous community ventured 
out of lockdown to mourn 
its dead. The Sunday attack 
in the James Smith Cree Na-
tion Indigenous community 
and the town of Weldon -- the 
motive for which remains un-
known -- killed 10 people and 
wounded 18.
A manhunt for two brothers 
believed to be responsible 
for one of the worst incidents 
of mass violence in Canada 
has taken police from the re-
mote Indigenous community 
across a vast Prairies region, 
to Saskatchewan province’s 
capital Regina 300 kilome-
ters (185 miles) to the south, 
and back.
It turned up the body of one 
of the brothers, 31-year-old 
Damien Sanderson, on 
Monday in a grassy field 
in the Cree community. 
Authorities said he very 
likely had been killed by 
his fugitive sibling, Myles 
Sanderson, 32. The com-
munity locked down late 
Tuesday after reports of a 
possible sighting of the old-
er Sanderson, as police in 
heavily armed vehicles and 
a helicopter swooped in.

Turkiye President faults 
West’s policy towards Russia
During Erdogan’s visit – the second stop on a three-nation Balkan tour – Türkiye and 
Serbia signed seven agreements in such areas as the economy, industry, and technology, 

including a protocol allowing passport-free travel for nationals on both sides
newS deSk 

BELGRADE: The West is fol-
lowing a “provocation-based 
policy” towards Russia, 
but Moscow should not be 
underestimated, Türkiye’s 
president said on Wednes-
day. “I can clearly say that 
I do not find the attitude of 
the West (towards Russia) 
right. Because there is a 
West that follows a policy 
based on provocation,” Er-
dogan told a news confer-
ence with his Serbian coun-
terpart Aleksandar Vucic in 
the capital Belgrade.
Since the outbreak of the 
war in Ukraine this Febru-
ary, Türkiye has stressed it is 
following a “balanced” policy 
that has yielded dividends, 
such as the historic deal in 
Istanbul this July unblocking 
grain exports from Ukraine. 
Erdogan added that it does 
not seem the Russia-Ukraine 
war will end “anytime soon,” 
adding: “I say to those who 
underestimate Russia, you 
are doing it wrong. Russia 
is not a country that can be 
underestimated.”
The Turkish president 
also reiterated Ankara’s 
balanced policy between 
Russia and Ukraine to 

help solve the crisis. The 
Turkish policy of keeping 
lines of diplomacy open 
with Russia has also result-
ed in Türkiye hosting the 
highest-level meetings of 
officials from Moscow and 
Kyiv since the war begin.
During Erdogan’s visit – the 
second stop on a three-na-

tion Balkan tour – Türkiye 
and Serbia signed seven 
agreements in such areas as 
the economy, industry, and 
technology, including a pro-
tocol allowing passport-free 
travel for nationals on both 
sides. Erdogan hailed the 
deal that enables citizens of 
both countries to travel with 

just national IDs, predicting 
that it would take “excel-
lent” bilateral relations to 
the next level.
“After the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus, Azer-
baijan, Georgia, Ukraine 
and Moldova, Serbia will be 
the sixth country where it 
is possible to travel recip-

rocally using ID cards with 
chips,” he said.
He said that in 2021 Tür-
kiye and Serbia reached a 
bilateral trade volume of $2 
billion, adding: “I believe 
that we will continue to 
work with the same deter-
mination to reach our com-
mon goal of $5 billion.”

Vucic, for his part, welcomed 
Turkish investments in Ser-
bia, saying that both coun-
tries aim to raise the bilat-
eral trade volume. He added 
that Serbia wants to buy Bay-
raktar drones, the acclaimed 
Turkish-made UAVs seen as 
pivotal in conflicts ranging 
from Karabakh to Ukraine.
Thanking President Erdo-
gan for his “frankness” and 
the importance he attaches 
to the region, Vucic said, 
“We show respect and in-
terest to Türkiye, make you 
feel at home here. I recom-
mend that everyone should 
go to Türkiye. I think that 
everyone should see what 
this great country has 
achieved under Erdogan’s 
leadership.” About the re-
cent tension between Ser-
bia and Kosovo, Erdogan 
said: “We are very pleased 
that Serbia and Kosovo 
have reached an agreement 
on border crossings using 
IDs.” Kosovo declared its in-
dependence from Serbia in 
2008, with most UN mem-
ber states, including the 
US, UK, France, Germany, 
and Türkiye, recognizing it 
as a separate autonomous 
country from its neighbor.
Serbia continues to see 
Kosovo as its territory.

Germany has plans to 
avoid energy shortage

BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz on Wednesday assured the 
country that his government has plans 
to avoid energy shortage this winter, 
amid growing tensions with Russia.
Addressing lawmakers during a 
budget debate, Scholz said his co-
alition government started to look 
for alternatives to Russian gas, im-
mediately after it came to power in 
December, foreseeing that Moscow 
may cut gas supplies to Europe.
“We’ve decided to build LNG termi-
nals in the North Sea, we’ve expanded 
capacities of pipelines from Belgium 
and Netherlands, and now also from 
France, we started preparing our-
selves at a time when nobody was 
even talking about this,” he said.
The chancellor dismissed criticism 
from the opposition parties, and ar-
gued that the government is doing 
everything to prevent an emergency 
situation this winter.
Scholz said the country’s gas storage 

facilities are already filled to around 
85%, and one of the planned LNG ter-
minals will be opened as early as Jan-
uary 2023. He also noted that several 
coal-fired power plants are reactivated 
to save gas for the winter.
Schloz’s left-liberal coalition govern-
ment introduced a package of ener-
gy-saving measures this month to de-
crease consumption by 20% and fill up 
gas storage facilities to 95% by Nov. 1.
Last week, Russia temporarily halt-
ed gas deliveries to Germany via 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline, and 
Moscow argued that the Western 
sanctions were hampering the main-
tenance work for turbines.
Before the war in Ukraine, Russia 
was supplying 55% of Germany’s 
natural gas, but the government 
has managed to reduce that reli-
ance to 26% in June, according to 
official figures. Berlin is hoping to 
reduce this figure to a maximum of 
10% by 2024 summer. – Agencies

Pak-Sino trade volume expected 
to double in 3-5 yrs: Envoy
DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan, China 
trade volume is expected 
to reach in double figures 
in next 3-5 years, said Paki-
stan Ambassador Moin ul 
Haque. "Last year Pak-Sino 
trade volume hit a record 
level. We expect that in the 
next 3 to 5 years, we can 
double this level," he said 
in an interview with China 
Economic Net (CEN).
The recent 6-day long Chi-
na International Fair for 
Trade in Services (CIFT-
IS) was successfully held 
in Beijing. It witnessed 
an active engagement of 
Pakistani officials, ex-
perts, merchants and so 
on. "Every year CIFTIS 
is growing and becoming 

bigger and bigger. I think 
this is China's strength 
- innovations, new tech-
nologies, new approach-
es, new development..." 
Moin ul Haque expressed 
his excitement.
Ghulam Qadir, Commer-
cial Counsellor of the Em-
bassy of Pakistan in China, 
told the reporter, "This 
fair is a wonderful oppor-
tunity for Pakistan and oth-
er countries to represent 
themselves and showcase 
their unique products.  
In terms of services, this 
is one of the areas where 
we are focusing more and 
where we are trying to 
carve out a win-win solu-
tion for enterprises of 
both countries."
"China is already Paki-
stan's largest trading part-

ner and last year our trade 
volume hit a record level. 
We expect that in the next 
3 to 5 years, we can double 
this level." 
Moin ul Haque told CEN, 
adding that both countries 
are working together to ex-
pand bilateral trade, espe-
cially to boost Pakistan's 
exports to China.
The ambassador pinpoint-
ed, "Our cooperation in 
trade in services is cur-
rently a weak area, so us-
ing this platform of CIFT-
IS, we hope to improve our 
bilateral trade in trade, 
like logistics, financial ser-
vices, e-commerce."
"Surely we are looking for-
ward to our participation 
not only in CIFTIS, but also 
in other trade fairs, like 
China International Import 

Expo to be held in Novem-
ber," he further said.
"We welcome Chinese firms 
to invest in Pakistan," Ghu-
lam Qadir said, adding that 
"There is so much to be 
done, and we are looking 
forward to it."
Themed "cooperate for bet-
ter development, innovate 
for a greener future," the 
2022 CIFTIS is co-hosted 
by Ministry of Commerce, 
China and the Beijing mu-
nicipal government. 
It is a crucial platform for 
China to expand open-
ing-up, deepen cooperation 
and pioneer innovation, 
which has made a positive 
contribution to promoting 
the development of the 
global services industry 
and services trade, the 
CEN's report added.

EU economy 
grows by 4.2%

DNA
BRUSSELS: The EU economy grew 
by 4.2% year-on-year in the second 
quarter of the year, and 0.7% on a 
quarterly basis, above market ex-
pectations. According to Eurostat's 
data on Wednesday, the eurozone 
economy also expanded by 4.1% and 
0.8% over the same period.
Among member countries, Ireland 
posted the highest annual GDP rise 
with 10.8% while Germany and Slo-
vakia saw the minimum increases 
with 1.7%. On a quarterly basis, Por-
tugal (minus 2.1%), Estonia (minus 
1.3%), Latvia (minus 1%), and Lith-
uania (minus 0.5%) posted negative 
GDP growth rates, while Romania 
posted the highest one with 2.1%.
The employment rate grew by 
0.4% in both the eurozone and 
the EU in the second quarter ver-
sus the previous quarter, while 
2.7% in the eurozone and 2.4% in 
the EU on a yearly basis.

Pak-China collaboration 
to boost home appliance 

industry: Report 
ISLAMABAD: Home appliance in Pakistan is a huge mar-
ket of 200 million people while its industry size is not big 
enough as compared to the market, "said Faisal Afridi, Pres-
ident, JW Group(partner with Haier & MG) in Pakistan.
The electrical appliance industry in Pakistan is growing 
rapidly with an output value of around $1.1 billion, which, 
however, still cannot meet the local demands. Pak-China col-
laboration in this industry is a key source for introducing 
the best quality electronics appliances in Pakistan. It can 
also assist Pakistan in achieving its industrial progress, ac-
cording to a report carried by Gwadar Pro on Wednesday.
"In Pakistan, different local and Chinese brands have tried 
to provide electronic products at a reasonable price to Pa-
kistani consumers by adopting the roadmap of assembling 
and manufacturing.  A part of this effort is also being con-
tributed by our company. We have launched LED TVs of 
Hisense, microwave ovens and water dispensers of Midea 
in Pakistan," said Imran Ghani, CEO, Tri-Angles Electron-
ics Private Limited, which is the distributor of Hisense 
and Midea in Pakistan. "In Pakistan, power cuts are quite 
common. We are the first manufacturer to make fully auto-
matic washing machines in Pakistan. But when power shuts 
down, the machine cannot automatically restart." General 
manager of Haier Pakistan Industrial Park Hu Ganggang 
introduced one typical example of the localization of home 
appliance products in Pakistan.  – DNA

Albania cuts ties with 
Iran over 'cyberattack'
TIRANA: Albania broke diplomatic ties with Iran on Wednes-
day over an alleged cyberattack against the government this 
summer, prompting rebuke from Washington, which vowed 
to hold Tehran accountable for targeting its NATO ally.
Albania and Iran have been bitter foes for years, stemming 
from Tirana's hosting of the Iranian opposition group the 
People's Mujahedeen of Iran (MEK) on its soil.
Prime Minister Edi Rama on Wednesday accused Iran of 
directing a cyberattack against Albanian institutions on July 
15 in a bid to "paralyse public services and hack data and 
electronic communications from the government systems".
It was the first time Tirana spoke about the alleged attack, 
and Rama said his country cut ties with Iran over it.
"The Council of Ministers has decided on the severance of 
diplomatic relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran with 
immediate effect," said Rama. "The said attack failed its 
purpose. Damages may be considered minimal compared 
to the goals of the aggressor. All systems came back fully 
operational and there was no irreversible wiping of data."
The prime minister went on to say that Iranian diplomats 
and embassy staff had 24 hours to leave the country. Fol-
lowing the announcement, Washington lambasted Iran 
for the alleged cyberattack, vowing to provide support to 
its ally in the Balkans. "The United States strongly con-
demns Iran's cyberattack against our NATO ally, Alba-
nia," National Security Council spokeswoman Adrienne 
Watson said in a statement. – APP



Xi and Putin to meet in 
Uzbekistan next week

BEIJING: Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin will meet next 
week during a regional summit in Uzbekistan, a Russian 

diplomat said Wednesday, in what would be the Chinese 
leader’s first trip abroad since the early days of the pan-
demic. “In less than 10 days, our leaders will meet at 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit” 
in Samarkand, Russian Ambassador to China Andrey 
Denisov said in comments shared with AFP. “We are 
planning a serious, full-fledged meeting between our two 
leaders and are working on a detailed agenda with our 
Chinese partners,” Denisov said, adding that the leaders 
“have a lot to talk about both on bilateral issues and in-
ternational problems”. Beijing’s foreign ministry did not 
immediately confirm the meeting, with a spokesperson 
saying at a regular press briefing that “there is no infor-
mation to provide” on the matter. The ministry later said 
in a statement that “the leaders of China and Russia main-
tain close exchanges through various means”. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Member of the UK’s 
House of Lords, Lord Qurban Hussain 
has questioned the British government’s 
proposed trade deal with India, asking 
how it would meet Britain’s foreign policy 
and international principles considering 
the “one of the worst” human rights re-
cord of the South Asian country.
“Looking at India’s record on human 
rights through the eyes of renowned inter-
national human rights organisations such 
as Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch and Genocide Watch, India is seen 
to be one of the worst human rights of-
fenders in the world,” Lord Qurban said in 
a debate at the British parliament.
Forcefully and convincingly contesting the 
British government’s proposal of trade 
agreement with India, he said according 
to the 2022 Amnesty International report, 
the Indian government had drastically in-
tensified the repression of rights in Jammu 
and Kashmir in the three years since the 
change in the status of the region.
He said he was eager to see the UK’s trade 
links with other countries, including India, 
improved, but he always believed that “our 
trade must be linked with human rights.”
He said the Amnesty International report 
noted how civil society at large, and jour-
nalists, lawyers and human rights defend-
ers in particular, had faced relentless inter-
rogations, arbitrary travel bans, revolving 

indoor detentions and repressive media 
policies. The access to appeals or justice 
via the courts and human rights bodies has 
also been blocked.
Amnesty has also said that “civil society and 
media in Jammu and Kashmir have been 
subjected to a vicious crackdown by the 
Indian government, which is determined to 
stifle dissent using draconian laws, policies 
and unlawful practices in their arsenal… By 
harassing and intimidating critical voices, 
authorities are targeting all credible, in-
dependent sources of information in and 
about Jammu and Kashmir.”
He also quoted a 2022 Human Rights 
Watch report saying, “Indian authorities in-
tensified their crackdown on activists, jour-
nalists, and other critics of the government 
using politically motivated prosecutions in 
2021 … BJP supporters engaged in mob at-
tacks or threatened violence, while several 
states adopted laws and policies to target 
minority communities, particularly Chris-
tians, Muslims, Dalits, and Adivasis.”
Lord Qurban said the Genocide Watch’s 
2022 report, an expert, who is said to have 
predicted the massacre of the Tutsis in 
Rwanda years before it took place in 1994, 
warns that genocide of Muslims in India 
could be about to take place. Gregory Stan-
ton, the founder and director of Genocide 
Watch, warned that genocide could very 
well be happening in India. – APP

UK Lord questions 
trade deal with India

Briefs
Israel root 

cause of 
instability: 

Lebanese FM
 

DNA
BEIRUT: Lebanon’s caretak-
er Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Emigrants, Abdallah Bou 
Habib, has described Israel 
as the root cause of insecu-
rity and instability across the 
Middle East, stating that the 
Tel Aviv regime adamantly in-
sists on its hostile policies in 
the region. Bou Habib made 
the remarks at the 158th 
regular session of the Arab 
League Council at the foreign 
ministerial level in the Egyp-
tian capital city of Cairo.
He stated that Lebanon 
suffers from Israeli incur-
sions and acts of aggres-
sion against its sovereignty 
almost on a daily basis. 
The regime presses ahead 
with its aggressive and ten-
sion-making hostile policies 
and violates the Lebanese 
airspace to strike targets 
inside Syria in the absence 
of a deterrent regional or 
international force.
“Israel still refuses to with-
draw from occupied Leb-
anese territories of Kfar-
chouba and Ghajar under 
the United Nations Security 
Council resolution 425 and 
1701,” the Lebanese foreign 
minister said, arguing that 
the international commu-
nity’s silence and inaction 
have emboldened the regime 
to further infringe upon Leb-
anon’s sovereignty.
Bou Habib added, “Israel 
also continues its hostile 
policies against Palestini-
ans in the occupied lands, 
with an intent to abort any 
initiative aimed at the final 
resolution of the Palestinian 
issue. This clearly shows 
that the Zionist regime is 
the root cause of insecurity 
and instability in the region.

Oil slides to 
7-month lows 
on economic 

woes
DNA

LONDON: Oil prices fell by 
more than $3 on Wednesday 
to their lowest since Russia 
invaded Ukraine on demand 
fears stoked by looming re-
cession risks and downbeat 
Chinese trade data.
Brent crude futures were 
down $3.40, or 3.66%, at 
$89.43 a barrel by 1338 
GMT, touching their lowest 
since February 3, and falling 
below $90 a barrel for the 
first since February 8.
US West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude fell by $3.42, or 
3.94%, to $83.46, reaching 
its lowest since January 24 
as recession fears moved 
back into the spotlight.
“The spectre of a de-
mand-sapping recession 
across the Western world 
is closer to becoming real-
ity as soaring inflation and 
rising interest rates dent 
consumption,” said PVM 
analyst Stephen Brennock.
Credit rating agency Fitch 
on Tuesday said that the 
halting of the Nord Stream 
1 pipeline has increased 
the likelihood of a reces-
sion in the eurozone.

Ex-Pentagon 
Chiefs warn 
of political 

interference 
in Military

DNA
WASHINGTON: Former 
Pentagon chiefs warned 
that the deep divisions in 
US politics are putting un-
wanted pressure on the 
armed forces and expressed 
concern that civilian politi-
cal interference in the mili-
tary could worsen.
Eight former defense sec-
retaries and five ex-joint 
chiefs chairmen signed a 
statement on 16 “Best Prac-
tices of Civil-Military Rela-
tions” that came after sever-
al years — particularly under 
former President Donald 
Trump — in which the Pen-
tagon became enmeshed in 
political machinations.
“We are in an exceptionally 
challenging civil-military en-
vironment,” they wrote.
“Politically, military pro-
fessionals confront an ex-
tremely adverse environ-
ment characterized by the 
divisiveness of affective 
polarization that culminat-
ed in the first election in 
over a century when the 
peaceful transfer of political 
power was disrupted and in 
doubt,” they said.
“Looking ahead, all of these 
factors could well get worse 
before they get better.”
The statement, published 
by the defense-focused War 
on the Rocks website, did 
not cite any examples to 
illustrate civil-military ten-
sions. But it did make ref-
erence to the challenge to 
the 2020 election results by 
Trump and his supporters 
that led to the violent Jan-
uary 6, 2021 assault on the 
US Capitol.
The Pentagon has been 
accused of stalling the de-
ployment of National Guard 
troops to confront the at-
tackers.
Also during the Trump 
years, military personnel 
were asked to help in a 
number of non-traditional 
activities, including building 
a border wall and guarding 
the border against undoc-
umented migrants, and 
helping police cities hit by 
violent protests.
In one incident, Trump 
had then-defense secretary 
Mark Esper and General 
Mark Milley, who is still the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, walk alongside him 
in front of the White House 
after police cleared the 
street of people protesting 
the murder of Black man 
George Floyd by police.

Inflation rate to come 
down from next month
The finance minister said the PTI government had put the country’s economy on 
the verge of default and Pakistan was on fourth number of the defaulting states

DNA

ISLAMABAD, Terming the hike in elec-
tricity and petroleum prices a result of 
unwise policies of the previous govern-
ment of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf (PTI),  
Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah 
Ismail Wednesday hinted at slowing down 
the inflation rate from next month. 
“The nation would have to bear the high-
er rates for one more month”, he said 
while addressing a press conference here 
along with the Defence Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif.  He said former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan did not follow the 
commitment made with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMD) especially with re-
gard to subsidies on electricity, gas and 
petroleum products. 
He said the previous government had com-
mitted to the IMF that the government 
would not give any amnesty to the business-
men and subsidies on petroleum, gas and 
electricity but going against the commit-
ment, then government offered amnesty in 
February 2022 and then providing subsidy 
on electricity on petroleum products and 
the electricity. He said this was the reason 
why the rates of electricity and petroleum 
products sky rocketed now.

The finance minister said the PTI govern-
ment had put the country’s economy on 
the verge of default and Pakistan was on 
fourth number of the defaulting states.  
However, he said due to the prudent poli-
cies of the current coalition government, 
the country had come out of crisis. Miftah 

Ismail said Imran Khan government did 
not work on the renewable energy includ-
ing the solar energy. “Had he worked on 
the installation of solar energy, the rates 
of the electricity would be much lower 
now”, he said adding that if the electricity 
load shedding is reduced to zero, the pric-

es would further increase which the gov-
ernment might not afford.  To a question, 
the minister maintained that the prices of 
petroleum products were directly linked 
to the international market therefore, he 
was unable to predict the future prices. 
He said due to floods, shortage of some 
commodities including tomatoes and 
onion was witnessed due to which the 
prices increased but now they were 
coming down.  To another question, he 
said the government was in contact with 
the IMF with respect to the devastation 
caused by the recent floods. 
He said the damage needs assessment of 
the floods had not finalized yet, and the gov-
ernment was working with the World Bank 
to provide the reliable and occurate assess-
ment of losses in recent floods. 
Replying to a question with respect to trade 
with India, the minister informed that the 
All Pakistan Textile Mills Association (APT-
MA) was asking the federal government to 
allow import of cotton from India but the 
minister said it the government had not tak-
en any decision in this regard. 
He said the commodities such as tomatoes 
and onion were being imported from Af-
ghanistan and if the market gets stable with 
this import, the government would not need 
to import the commodities from India.
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Pakistan appreciates 
UAE’s assistance

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates in 
Islamabad Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salim Al Zaabi on Tues-
day called on former President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari, 
Chairman PPP and Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
at Bilawal House. Both Asif Ali Zardari and Bilawal Bhut-

to Zardari thanked the UAE Ambassador for his country’s 
assistance to the flood-affected people in Pakistan. On the 
occasion both sides exchanged views on further strengthen-
ing bilateral relations. Asif Ali Zardari noted that whenever 
Pakistan faced tough times, UAE stood by it. “ – DNA

Fazal lauds PM for 
personally overseeing 

relief operations 
D I KHAN: Central Amir of Jamiat Ulema Islam (F), Maulana 
Fazalur Rehman here Tuesday highly lauded Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif for personally overseeing the res-
cue and rehabilitation operations in flood hit areas of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Addressing a function regarding reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation operations in DI Khan also attended 
by the Prime  Minister, Maulana Fazalur Rehman said that 
despite of the busy schedule, the Prime  Minister has paid 
the second visit to flood hit D I Khan district and oversaw the 
relief and rescue operations including the under construction 
Shagu bridge that was destroyed by the floods.
Lauding the Government departments and relief organisa-
tions of political parties, Fazalur  Rehman said that food and 
non food items as well as cash assistance were provided to 
flood victims besides stranded people were rescued after 
washing away of the Shagu bridge. He urged for provision 
of tents to all those floods victims whose houses were de-
stroyed. He said that construction of small dams were inev-
itable to control floods in D I Khan. Maulana Fazalur said 
that construction of Choudhan, Tank Zam and Nawab Haid-
er dams would help control floods of Koh e Sulaman and 
others areas and would save D I  Khan from flash floods.
He said damage assessment survey in D I Khan and 
its report would soon be submitted to government for 
consideration. He also sought expediting of reconstruc-
tion works on roads connectivity projects in Kohistan, 
Swat, Dir, DI Khan and Tank districts. Federal Minister 
for Communications and Postal Services Maulana Asad 
Mahmood and Prime Minister Adviser for Political and 
Public Affairs Engr Amir Muqam were also present. The 
JUIF Chief appraised the Prime  Minister floods devas-
tations and rehabilitation operations in D I Khan. – APP

PM Shehbaz decides not 
to retain any foreign gift
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday decided not to retain any 
foreign gifts and ordered that all precious gifts, received by him during his foreign vis-
its, would be permanently displayed at PM House. According to an official source, “The 
Prime Minister does not wish to retain any of the gift Items presented to him during 
his visits to Saudi Arabia and UAE dated 28 – 30 April, 2022.” The prime minister 
also decided that as a policy, all precious gifts be taken on charge by Toshakhana and 
consequently be permanently displayed at Prime Minister House. The gifts would be 
displayed in secure display cabinets, equipped with alarm system, under responsibility 
of the Toshakhana. The source said that in the first phase, five such cabinets dedicated 
to each country including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Turkey and 
China be prepared to showcase the gifts received from respective countries. The prime 
minister also instructed to put on display the gifts he had received during his visit to 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE on April 28-30, 2022. The gifts included one wrist watch (A. 
LANGE & SOHNE Datograph Fly back- No.242655), pair of cufflinks (Chopard), One 
Pen (Chopard), One Ring (Chopard) and One Rosary/Tasbeeh (Chopard). The gifts also 
included a wrist watch “Rolex” (model No. 326259TBR-Sr No.(85C423E3). The two 
diamond studded wrist watches deposited by the prime minister valued Rs 270 million 
with one valuing Rs 100 million and the other Rs 170 million. – APP


