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Asim Munir
appointed new

Army Chief

Appointments sealed after President

approves PM s nominees for COAS, CJCSC

President, PM
laud services

of outgoing
CJCSC

PMto pay_
two-day visit
to Turkiye

Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza

SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Uncertainty sur-
rounding key appointments in the
military ended after President Arif
Alvi on Thursday signed the sum-
mary and approved the appointment
of Lieutenant General Asim Munir
as the next chief of army staff and
Lt Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza as
chairman of the joint chiefs of staff
committee (CJCSC). Earlier in the
day, speculations ended after the
government announced that Lt
Gen Munir was selected by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif to become

Gen. Syed Asim Munlr

Information Minister Marriyum
Aurangzeb confirmed on Twitter
that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
using his Constitutional right, had
also named Lt Gen Sahir Shamshad
Mirza as CJCSC. The decision was
announced after PM Shehbaz held
a federal cabinet meeting earlier
today to mull over the high-profile
appointments after the allied parties
authorised him to pick the officers
for the top slots. PM Shehbaz’s
nominee for the army chief has also
been retained by the federal gov-
ernment under the Pakistan Army
Act, according to sources, as he
was about to retire later this month.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CJCSC) General Na-
deem Raza paid a farewell call on Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif here at the PM
House on Thursday. The prime minister
lauded the services of General Nadeem
Raza for the defence of the country. He
acknowledged the professionalism and
dedication of General Nadeem Raza and
also expressed best wishes for him. The
outgoing CJCSC expressed gratitude to
the prime minister for acknowledging his
services for the national defence and for
the institution of armed forces.

Later, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC) General Nadeem
Raza paid a farewell call on President Dr
Arif Alvi at the President’s House.

As the CJCSC, it was General Raza’s
last meeting with the president as the
federal government has named Lieuten-
ant General Sahir Shamshad Mirza as
the next Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee. General Raza — a high-
ly decorated officer — has been serving

Pakistan’s next army chief, replac-

ing General Qamar Javed Bajwa.

Ishaq Dar
lauds PM’s
decision

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-

ister for Fi-
nance and
Revenue,
Senator Mo-
hammad Ish-
aq Dar here
on Thursday
praised the Prime Miniser,
Shehbaz Sharif’s decision to
appoint Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) and Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
on seniority-cum-merit
bases. In a tweet, the min-
ister said the PM’s seniori-
ty-cum-merit based decision
to appoint Gen Syed Asim
Munir as Chief of Army
Staff and Gen Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza as Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Com-
mittee was praiseworthy.

Donor
Conference
in January

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Planning
and Devel-
opment Ah-
san Igbal on
Thursday
said the do-
nors conference to collect
funding for reconstruction
and rehabilitation activi-
ties in the flood-hit areas
was expected in the first
week of January. Presiding
over a meeting here re-
garding the strategic plan
for post-flood reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation at
National Flood Response
and Coordination Center
(NFRCC), minister said
roadshows would also be
held in major capitals of the
world for reconstruction
and rehabilitation projects.

Continued on Page 06
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DG ISPR slams
India’s unfounded
allegations

Indian General Officer’s lofty claims and
surreal ambition is mtellectually insulting

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD, Nov 24 (DNA):Director
General Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR DG) Major General Babar Iftikhar on
Thursday denounced the unfounded allega-
tions of so-called launchpads in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir by a senior official of the Indi-
an Army. In an ISPR news release here re-
ceived, the ISPR DG said the unwarranted
statement of a high-ranking Indian Army Of-
ficer concerning Azad Jammu and Kashmir
was an apt manifestation of Indian Armed
Forces’ delusional mindset and showcases
the vivid imprint of domestic political show-
boating on Indian military thought. Maj

General

founded

tions of so

and

to divert

{-
and gross human rights violations against

innocent, unarmed Kashmiris striving for
their right to self-determination, upheld by

sive use of
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tion from Indian
E Armys repres-

Babar

said the fallacious
remarks and un-
allega-

called

“launch-pads”
“terrorists”
' were an attempt

atten-

force

To jointly
inaugurate

MILGEM
Corvette Ships

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD, Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif will pay a two-day of-
ficial visit to Turkiye on No-
vember 25 at the invitation
of Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Alongside
President Erdogan, PM She-
hbaz Sharif will jointly inau-
gurate the third of the four
MILGEM Corvette Ships
for the Pakistan Navy's
PNS Khaibar at the Istanbul
Shipyard. The two leaders
will also hold wide-ranging
discussions encompassing
bilateral relations, regional
situation and other issues of
common interest.

The prime minister will in-
teract with leaders of the
Turkish business commu-
nity. The president of the
ECO Trade and Develop-
ment Bank (ETDB) will also
call on the prime minister
during his stay in Istanbul.
Pakistan and Turkiye enjoy
fraternal ties deeply em-
bedded in commonalities
of faith, culture and his-
tory and underpinned by
exceptional cordiality and
mutual trust. The MILGEM
project, based on joint col-
laboration between the two
countries, represents a sig-
nificant milestone in the
Pakistan-Turkiye strategic
partnership that continues
to progress on an upward
trajectory. The launching
ceremony for the first Cor-
vettefor the Pakistan Navy,
PNS Babur, was performed
in Istanbul in August 2021
while the groundbreaking
for the Second Ship, PNS
Badr, was held at Karachi in
May 2022. Frequent leader-
ship level exchanges are a
defining feature of the eter-
nal bonds of Pakistan-Turki-
ye friendship.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Army Staff (Designate) Gen. Syed Asim Munir and Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee (Designate) Gen. Sahir Shamshad Mirza called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in separate meeting. — DNA

No objection
over landing
of helicopter

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The General Headquarters
(GHQ) on Thursday formally informed PTI
that it has no objection over the landing
of Imran Khan's helicopter at the Parade
Ground in connection with the party’s No-
vember 26 Jalsa in Rawalpindi. However the
district administration has refused to grant

permission to the heli of the PTI chairman
Imran Khan. In a written letter, the mili-
tary’s leadership suggested the PTI to seek
permission from the Islamabad administra-
tion as the Parade Ground falls under its ju-
risdiction. Meanwhile, PTI leader Ali Nawaz
Awan sought the federal government’s
approval for the landing and departure
of Imran’s helicopter at Parade Ground.
Referring to the federal government’s

Continued on Page 06

Distt Admin disallows landing of
PTI chief heli in Parade ground

President meets
Imran Khan at
Zaman Park

ALt Hamza

LAHORE: President Dr Arif Alvi reached
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman
Imran Khan’s residence at Zaman Park to
take part in the party meeting on Thursday.
Earlier, the president departed from Nur
Khan Airbase thorugh a chartered plane
to meet the PTI chairman after the fed-
eral government’s announcement of the
appointment of new army chief and the
chairman joint chiefs of staff committee.

Continued on Page 06

Flood recovery plan key
to financial support: IMF

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s timely finalisation
of a recovery plan from devastating floods is
essential to support discussions and contin-
ued financial support from multilateral and
bilateral partners, the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) said on Wednesday.

Pakistan was already battling a full-blown
economic crisis, with decades-high inflation
and dwindling foreign exchange reserves,
when it was hit by floods earlier this year.
It had entered a $6 billion IMF bailout pro-
gramme in 2019, and the ninth review is cur-
rently pending. “The timely finalization of
the recovery plan is essential to support the
discussions, along with continuing financial

support from multilateral and bilateral part-
ners,” IMF resident representative Esther
Perez Ruiz said in a message to Reuters.
She added that IMF staff is continuing dis-
cussions with Pakistani authorities over
policies to reprioritize and better target
support toward humanitarian needs, while
accelerating reform efforts to preserve eco-
nomic and fiscal sustainability.

Devastating floods killed more than 1,700
people and inflicted billions of dollars of
damage. Pakistani authorities’ estimates
of the damage have varied from $10 billion
to $40 billion. Pakistan’s finance ministry
said last week that it would “expeditiously”
finish technical engagement with the IMF

Continued on Page 06

The PTI long march is likely to end up in a public meeting and that is it

Comment

Ansar M Bhatti

et me begin this piece by borrow-
ing the last paragraph of my arti-

le published in this newspaper
on Tuesday November 22, 2022 which
reads,” Pakistan has literally become
a laughing stock in the eyes of many,
especially our adversaries. The situa-
tion therefore demands better sense
to prevail. The leading political parties’
i.e PTI and PML N need to rise to the
occasion. They have to shelve their per-
sonal liking and disliking for the greater
interest of Pakistan. They must keep in
mind that they would not get anything if
things go out of control and non-politi-
cal forces are left with no option but to
make an immediate intervention”.
On Thursday, November 24 the Prime
Minister appointed the senior most Lt.

General Syed Asim Munir Shah as the
Army Chief and second in the seniority
list Lt. General Sahir Shamshad Mirza
as the Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee. Both of them now have
become the four star generals and will
have another three years to service the
force. The better sense finally prevailed
and the PTI leadership instead of creat-
ing any hurdles decided to accept this
decision or maybe they did not have any
other choice. Whatever may have been
the consideration behind the decision
to approve these appointments, one
thing is for sure that their move will help
achieve some sort of political stability al-
beit the economic stability will continue
to pose some serious challenges.
The PTI perhaps played smart by im-
mediately acceding to the Prime Min-
ister proposal regarding these two key
appointments. The PML N and allied
parties wanted the PTI leadership to sit
on this decision. In that case bad blood
would have been created between the

PTI leadership and the newly-appointed
military leadership. But to the disap-
pointment of the government ranks,
Imran Khan rather acted in a wise
manner and thus avoided any possible
face-off with the new military leader-
ship, at least for the time being.

As mentioned in my earlier article, the
PTI chairman in the beginning told his
confidantes that he would accept any-
body as the army chief but not Asim Mu-
nir. However afterwards he changed his
tone and tenor by publicly pronouncing
that he won’t mind whosoever is elevat-
ed to these highest offices. Now when
the dust has settled, it is time for some
musings. The incumbent army chief will
have a great onus on his shoulders. Since
Imran Khan had built a narrative as if
General Asim Munir had any soft corner
for the PML N therefore he may try to
corner the PTI. Independent sources
strongly believe that there was never a
connection between the newly-appointed
army chief and PML N leadership. A sen-

ior PML N leader, on the condition of not
being named, said that since Imran Khan
when he as prime minister had removed
Asim Munir from the post of DG ISI only
after months of his appointment as the
spy master, therefore PML N leadership
presumed as if after becoming the army
chief he might try to settle scores.

The only technical problem with the ap-
pointment of Asim Munir as the army
chief was his retirement date, but the
Cabinet during its meeting on Thursday
had frozen his retirement date, which
means even if the President would
have delayed the approval, Asim Munir
would still continue with his job. Anyhow
thanks to some saner elements those
things were not driven to that extreme.
Now the question is how would the PTI
react in public? One thing is for sure that
the party has decided not to stage any
sit-in Islamabad. The senior party lead-
ers said that the PTI leadership will now
try to have some political dialogue in
order to pave the way for the elections.

The senior leaders also told me that the
Saturday’s long march gathering may not
turn into a dharna, as earlier announced
by the party leadership. It will be just a
procession where Imran Khan would de-
liver his speech and announce his future
course of action. My understanding is
that Imran Khan will move cautiously
on this issue and may not take a hard
line regarding these appointments.
However he may express his and par-
ty’s wish that they would like to see
the new military leadership acting in
an absolutely impartial manner. And
for the military it should not be a prob-
lem because General Qamar Javed Baj-
wa in his last address had made it clear
that the army, as an institution, had
decided to keep away from politics.

Another challenge the new military
leadership will have to tackle is to man-
age cordial relations with especially
friendly countries such as Saudi Arabia

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Sindh
Ghulam Nabi Memon on
Thursday said Sindh Police
was making all-out effort
to curb crimes particular-
ly street crimes, killings
during robberies and drug
abuse. Majority of the crim-
inals were drug addicts, he
stated while addressing
the members of Overseas
Investors Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (OIC-
CI) during his visit to OIC-
CI office here. He told the
OICCI members that the
Sindh Police was moving
forward under a strategy
and plan of action utilizing
modern techniques to con-
trol street crimes and stop
drug business. The IGP
said police would not spare
anyone who cause life and
financial damage to citizens,
and ensure the eradication
of those evils from the soci-
ety through indiscriminate
police action. IGP Sindh
said indiscriminate actions
against the drug peddlers
were being ensured at the
provincial level.  Ghulam
Nabi Memon said compre-
hensive recommendations
containing amendments in
the Prohibition of Narcotic
Drugs Act were also being
sent to the Sindh govern-
ment, aiming to make the
existing law more effective.
He said the Sindh govern-
ment was providing full sup-
port for the upgrading and
capacity building of coun-
ter terrorism department
(CTD), rapid response force
(RRF) and Investigation
wing of Sindh Police. —~APP

Education
Card to ben-

efit 244,000

students

PESHAWAR: Chief Min-
ister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Mahmood Khan Thursday
said that the Education Card
would benefit 244,000 stu-
dents enrolled in government
colleges of the province. The
scheme includes waiver of
the entire tuition fee and
would cost approximately Rs
1 billion to the provincial ex-
chequer.

In a statement issued here,
the chief minister said that
the Education Card was a
unique project of the provin-
cial government which would
prove to be an encouraging
initiative in promoting higher
education in the province.
The chief minister stated
that investment in human
capital was of paramount im-
portance and was one of the
pivotal agendas of the incum-
bent government adding that
visible steps had been taken
in that regard to ensure pro-
motion of Higher Education
in the province. The chief
minister reiterated that the
reforms and initiatives of
the provincial government
had started yielding positive
results and public trust in
government educational in-
stitutions had been restored.
Mahmood Khan clarified that
a number of steps had been
taken to ensure that the ed-
ucational institutions in the
province were made fully
functional. In this regard, 76
colleges had been upgraded
whereas 37 new colleges had
been established in the prov-
ince to provide uniform access
to educational facilities. The
establishment of Pak-Austria
Fachhochshule Institute of Ap-
plied Sciences and Technology
at Haripur is another milestone
achieved by the provincial gov-
ernment towards promotion of
education in the sector of ap-
plied sciences as per contem-
porary needs.—APP

Governor KP asks traders
ntial of KP

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: A delegation of Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry led by President Ah-
san Zafar Bakhtawari visited Gov-
ernor House Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
to congratulate former Senator
and former President FPCCI Haji
Ghulam Ali on his appointment as
Governor, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Zubair Ahmed Malik Former Pres-
ident FPCCI & ICCI, Zafar Bakhta-
wari former President ICCI Khalid
Chaudhry former SVP ICCI and
others were in the delegation. Ir-
fan Igbal Sheikh President FPCCI,
Anjum Nisar & Mian Nasir Hyatt
Maggo former Presidents FPCCI,
Shahzeb Akram, Salman Chawla,
Sheikh Muhammad Aslam, Qurban
Ali, Mirza Abdul Rehman, Sohail
Altaf and others were also present
on the occasion to congratulate
Haji Ghulam Ali. Talking to the
delegations of the business com-
munity during a luncheon meet-
ing with them, Governor Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali
said that the business commu-
nity should develop unity in its
ranks to get their issues resolved.
He called for a national consen-
sus to steer the economy out of
the current crisis. He said that
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has excel-

to tap

ﬂ

i
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o

lent business and investment
opportunities in various sectors
including tourism, minerals, oil
& gas, agriculture & livestock,
infrastructure, hydropower, and
information technology, so the
business community of Islamabad
should tap investment potential
of KPK. Accepting the invitation
of Ahsan Bakhtawari, he assured
that he would soon visit ICCI to

pote

take forward the efforts for nation-

ready performed well as former

it '] '|

provinces to bring the economy

ISLAMABAD :National
Assembly Speaker Raja
Pervez Ashraf Thurs-
day recognizing role of
women in development
of the country said that
without integration of
women in legislation,
economy, and politics,
the development re-
mained a distant dreams.
He expressed these
views while addressing
the participants of the
“National Conference of
Women’s Parliamentary
Caucus” organized by
Women Parliamentary
Caucus ( WPC) in Pa-
kistan Institute of Par-
liament Serves ( PIPS).
The speaker congratu-
lated Secretary WPC
Shahida Rehmani for
arranging the confer-
ence as it is for the first
time that such an effort
has been made to gather
Women Legislators from
National and Provincial
Assemblies under one
roof.—APP

Int’l moot
in UET to
start on
Dec15

PESHAWAR:The De-
partment of Civil Engi-
neering, UET Peshawar
was holding the 2nd two-
day international confer-
ence on “Recent Advanc-
es in Civil Engineering
and Disaster Manage-
ment (ICCIDM-2022)”
from December 15 at
UET here. The confer-
ence is aimed to promote
research in the field of
disaster mitigation and
disaster management for
floods, earthquakes and
other natural disasters
in Pakistan.

It will specifically fo-
cus on the latest re-
search-based technologi-
cal trends in addressing
indigenous problems
such as the recent dev-

al unity. He assured that he would
support ICCI in all possible ways
in its efforts to promote the inter-
ests of the business community.
Speaking on the occasion, Ahsan
Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry said that Haji Ghu-
lam Ali is a prominent business
leader of the country and has al-

President FPCCI, therefore, his
appointment as Governor KPK
has given a new confidence to
the business community as they
hope that Haji Ghulam Ali will
play an active role for the better-
ment of the business community.
He emphasized that prominent
business leaders should be ap-
pointed as Governors in other

out of troubles. He said that Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa is rich in natural
resources and there are vast op-
portunities, especially to develop
tourism in the province, so he sug-
gested that the KPK government
should consider giving more at-
tractive incentives to investors,
which would attract more invest-
ment to the province.

astating floods that took
place in Pakistan, and
incorporating the out-
comes in the national
building codes of Paki-
stan and civil engineer-
ing practices. While the
conference will have
more than 100 research
papers.—APP

Developmental work
of CDA in full swing

Additionally
[-12/1 and

ISLAMABAD: On the direc-
tions of Chairman Capital De-
velopment Authority Captain
(R) Muhammad Usman You-
nis, Special attention is being
given to sector development in
Islamabad. In this regard, the
residual development work in
all sectors is being completed
while the hindrances in the
sector development are also
being removed.

In this regard, in line with the
directions of the Chairman
Capital Development Author-
ity Captain (R) Muhammad
Usman Younis, the develop-
ment works are beinh carried
out at fast pace in Sector I-12
of Islamabad by the concerned
departments. In this regard,
more than 18% of the devel-
opment works have been com-

[-12/

of these sub-sectors. Effective

Additionally,

the earthwork

the earthwork work in Sector
4 1s also going on at a fast pace

OPM
e\g\, S E/y)

with the victims to resolve
the problems of the victims of
relevant sector. In this regard,
an important meeting will also
be held with the affectees in
coming week and soon the
remaining development works
will be started. It should be
noted that the development
work in Sector I-12 was stalled
for a long time, but now special
attention is being paid to the
sector development. So that
the allottees can be given pos-
session of the plots. On this
occasion, Chairman Capital
Development Authority Cap-
tain (R) Muhammad Usman
Younis said that meeting the
housing needs in view of the
growing population is among
the top priorities of the organ-
ization so that those who have

pleted in sub-sectors I-12/2 and
[-12/3, while steps are being
taken to accelerate the pace
of work in the remaining parts

strategies are being adopted so
that all the obstacles in devel-
opment works can be resolved
at the earliest.

work in Sector [-12/1 and
1-12/4 is also going on at a fast
pace. While the Land Direc-
torate is in constant contact

been waiting for the construc-
tion of houses on their plots for
a long time their long dream
was fulfilled.

UNOPS for capacity building to ensure
rule of law 1n various departments

Pakistan Police force also faces same issue. Consequently
Govt of Pakistan has set a 10% quota for women in the police force

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Of-
fice For Projects Services Pakistan
organized a day-long workshop to
highlight the needs and issues of
Rule of Law in the ministries, pro-
vincial departments, and law en-
forcing agencies (LEAs) working
in the country. Inspector General
National Highways and Motorway
Police (NHMP) Khalid Mahmood
was the chief guest at the event,
said a press release issued by UN-
OPS. The event was attended by
senior officials and focal persons of
KP Police, Punjab Police, Frontier
Constabulary, ICT Police Islama-
bad, National Highway & Motorway
Police, Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA), National Police Academy
(NPA) Islamabad, National Coun-
ter Terrorism Authority (NACTA),
Pakistan, Pakistan Railway Police,
Balochistan Police, Sindh Police,
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Police,
and Gilgit-Baltistan Police.

The workshop was led by Sajjad
Afzal Afridi, IG Police (Rtd), who
is currently working as Rule of Law
Specialist with the UNOPS.

The participants and focal persons
of over 15 police departments dis-
cussed the need for better coordina-
tion, and sharing of best practices
amongst all the rule of law depart-
ments to ensure they continue with
their daily duties and provide criti-
cal services to the people.

Khalid Mehmood, IG NHMP said,
“In the aftermath of recent floods
in the country it is evident that sus-
tainable and resilient infrastructure
is the only way forward. Various
Police Departments in the country
are in dire need of green infrastruc-
ture, be it police stations, offices,
or training colleges. I am thankful
to UNOPS for providing us with this
platform where all the departments
have discussed and highlighted im-
portant issues like the need to have

better coordination amongst our-
selves.” It was also discussed that
the participation of women in pub-
lic sector jobs in Pakistan has been
hindered due to several factors, in-
cluding the lack of a women-friendly
work environment, unequal access
to professional opportunities, gen-
der disparity in educational and pro-
fessional development, and cultural
social issues. The Pakistan Police
force also faces the same issue.
Consequently, the Government of
Pakistan has set a 10% quota for
women in the police force.

Despite the government’s efforts
to increase female representation,
the current percentage of women
in the police force remains below
2%. Additionally, most of these
women are at the constable level,
with very few in Superintendent
positions. Shahzad Hassan, Of-
fice In-charge UNOPS Pakistan
said, “UNOPS Pakistan has al-

ready worked with the National
Highways and Motorway Police
and Sindh Police departments. We
have built hostels for the female
police officers and trainees, and
are well aware of the needs of
LEAs working in the country.

We are thankful to our donors
and look forward to continuing to
strengthen our relationship with
the law enforcement agencies in
Pakistan.”

UNOPS was already working in
supporting the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals: 3 Good health
and well-being, 4 Gender Equality,
6 Clean water and sanitation, 9
Industry Innovation & Infrastruc-
ture, 13 Climate action, 16 Peace
Justice & Strong Institutions, and
it is aligned with the Pakistan Gov-
ernment’s Vision 2025 and the
United Nations Sustainable Devel-
opment Framework for Pakistan
2023-2027.—APP

World Antimicrobial Awareness
Seminar organized at KMU

PESHAWAR :Institute of Ba-
sic Medical Sciences (IBMS)
and Public Health Reference
Laboratory (PHRL), Khyber
Medical University (KMU),
in collaboration with the
Dosti Welfare Organization
(DOSTI) and Global Educa-
tion Campaign (GEC), organ-
ized the World Antimicrobial
Awareness Seminar (WAAS)

2022 under the theme “Pre-
venting Antimicrobial Resist-
ance Together” on Thurs-
day at Multipurpose Hall
Khyber Medical University,
Hayatabad. In the seminar,
panelists highlighted global
issue of Antibiotics Resistiv-
ity. Antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) occurs when bacteria,
viruses, fungi, and parasites

change over time and no
longer respond to medicines,
making infections harder to
treat and increasing the risk
of disease spread, severe
illness, and death. As a result
of drug resistance, antibiotics
and other antimicrobial medi-
cines become ineffective, and
infections become increas-
ingly difficult.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

November

Nov 01 / Algeria
National Day

Nov 04 / Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07 / Russian
Federation

Socialist Revolution

Nov 09 / Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11 / Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14 / Jordan
Birthday of King Hussein

Nov 15 / Belgium
Kings Day
Nov 15 / Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15 / Northen Cyprus
National Day

Nov 18 / Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21 / Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22 / Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25 / Suriname

National Day

Nov 28 / Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28 / Albania
Flags Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121

Monal............. 0334-5421812
Airlines

Turkish Airlines......8494949
Emergency

Rescue (Police) 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo.....ccoune. 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA ..o 9281092
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Hospitals
CMH.....ccoevtvireranns 5611111
MH....cocovivireneienne 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.....ccevervennee. 5556311-4
RGH....coverveveens 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....cccovenune. 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International.4603666
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35 -
Departments
CDA....ccoverenn. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town.........9209224

RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD :The National University of
Science and Technology (NUST) again
brought laurels to the country by re-
ceiving the most modern PANDORA
instrument and access to the GEMS
satellite from NASA for real-time air

quality data monitoring.

The NUST not only received the US Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration’s (NASA) latest satellite rather
became part of the most modern geosta-
tionary orbit-based satellite observations
Environmental
Monitoring Spectrometer) of air quality
as the first institute of the entire region to
receive the equipment to record, collate,
and calibrate realtime air quality data,
the Head of Department Environmental
Sciences, NUST Institute of Environmen-
tal Sciences and Engineering (IESE) Dr
Muhammad Fahim Khokhar told APP on

(GEMS-Geostationary

NUST gets NASA’s
instrument, access to GEMS

Thursday while sharing the achievement.
Dr Khokhar said, “Air quality has become
a global issue with its impact on the soci-
ety, economy, industry, diplomacy, public
health and natural resources in addition
to environmental science.”

Especially, he said Asia with its rapid in-

crease in industrialization and population,
was regarded as an important source re-
gion of global scale emission. “Thus, it is
crucial to monitor the concentration of
relevant gases and aerosols over Asia in
high temporal and spatial resolution from
geostationary orbit satellite.”

He said that there was no such facility
available in the country to have 24/7 sat-
ellite-based data for air pollution.

The NUST’s Institute of Environmental
Sciences and Engineering (IESE) has
emerged as a globally trusted institu-
tion for high-level research projects and

the hard work of its faculty, especially,
The Pandonia
Global Network (PGN)’s Pandora is the
outcome of a programmatic shift by the
National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration (NASA) and European Space
Agency (ESA) towards establishing long-
term fixed locations focused on providing
long-term quality observations of the to-
tal column and vertically resolved concen-
trations of a range of trace gases. A major
joint objective is to support the validation
and verification of more than a dozen low-
earth orbit and geostationary orbit-based
UV-visible sensors. He added that the
prestigious global space agency NASA
trusted NUST with the responsibility to
become the focal point in the region for its
geostationary satellite and being part of
the PGN. The national varsity was earlier
secured from the DepartmentState-USe

Dr Fahim Khokhar said.

US lead by Duke University and Dr Mu-
hammad Fahim Khokhar (co-lead) to de-
velop low-cost air quality sensors.
NUST low-cost quality sensors have been
deployed across the country including Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi, he added. The
Pandora equipment received from NASA
comprised a Field Box, Spectrometer and
Sensor Head and costs around $55,000
dollars. Dr Khokhar informed that the
latest gadget was a very critical tool for
the students of BS, MS, MPhil, and PhD
students that would provide the students
an opportunity to get hands-on experi-
ence on the most modern equipment and
interact with global experts. The PGN
provides real-time, standardized, calibrat-
ed and verified QA/QC AQ data whereas
the PGN participants were primarily com-
prised of governmental and academic re-
searchers and technicians. —Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: A Inspector General,

"l of Law
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National Highways and Motorway Police, Khalid Mahmood

presenting shield to participants during workshop on “Towards a Better Service Delivery
in Rule of Law”.—APP

FGEHA
striving hard
to provide
modern
residential
facilities

ISLAMABAD :The pace of
different development pro-
jects, being executed under
the Federal Government
Employees Housing Author-
ity (FGEHA), has accelerat-
ed significantly to provide
modern residential facilities
to employees in the short-
est possible time. “There
are 3,432 apartments in
Chaklala Scheme while the
Skyline Apartments com-
prise a total of 3,945 units,”
an official in the Ministry
of Housing and Works told
APP. He said Minister for
Housing and Works Maula-
na Abdul Wasay was also
taking a “keen interest to
provide housing facilities to
the employees” and direct-

ed the officials concerned
to expedite the ongoing pro-
jects under the umbrella of
FGEHA including Kashmir
Avenue Apartments, G-13
Chaklala Heights and Sky-
line Apartments.

The official said the minis-
ter directed the staff on the
site to ensure “quality and
timely completion”, add-
ing construction works on
both schemes were going
at an accelerated pace. He
assured that the Authority
was striving hard to pro-
vide residential facilities to
the allottees in the short-
est possible time. Besides
those projects, the FGEHA
was also launching other
housing projects for em-
ployees and other segments
of society, he added.

For this purpose, he said
the advertisement for ex-
pression of interest for land
sharing had “already been
published in various leading
newspapers” of Lahore,
Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Karachi, Faisalabad, Mul-
tan, Quetta, and Pesha-
war.—APP

Around 88,317 tax cases
pending with courts

ISLAMABAD :Around
88,317 cases, involving
Rs2611.7 billion, have been
pending with different

courts of the country as on
October 31st, 2022, accord-
ing to Federal Board of Rev-
enue (FBR) data.

Among these pending cas-
es, 75,021 cases involving
Rs2382 billion are related
to Inland Revenue Ser-
vice whereas 13,296 cases
involving Rs229.7 billion
are to the Customs depart-
ment, according to break
up figures, as on October
31, 2022 Out of the Inland
Revenue cases, 5,386 cas-
es involving Rs 370 billion
are pending in Lahore High
Court whereas 3,271 cases
of Rs 95 billion are with the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Likewise, 2,580 cases of Rs
212 billion are with Sindh
High Court, 1,095 cases of
Rs 180 billion in Islamabad
High Court, 380 cases of Rs
9 billion in Peshawar High
Court whereas 62,298 cas-
es of Rs 1513 billion were
pending with Appellate Tri-
bunal.

On the other hand, among
the Customs cases, 203 of
Rs1.4 billion related are
pending with Islamabad
High Court whereas 5,468
cases of Rs 145.8 billion are
with the Sindh High court.
Similarly, 548 cases of Rs
5.2 billion are pending
with Lahore High Court,
676 cases of Rs 2 billion in
Peshawar High Court and
58 cases involving Rs2.5
billion in Baluchistan High

Court whereas, 4,911 cases
of Rs72.7 billion were pend-
ing in Appellate Tribunal
Customs. It is pertinent to
mention here that the Sen-
ate Standing Committee
of Finance and Revenue
in its recent meeting held
on November 23 had given
the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR) fifteen days to
submit the details of cases
pending in various courts of
the country. The Chairman
of the committee, Senator
Saleem Mandviwala had
expressed concern over the
delay in tax cases which he
said was causing huge rev-
enue losses. He had asked
the finance ministry to ana-
lyze these cases and bring
out the reasons for the de-
lay in decision.—APP

1more
dengue

Cases
reported

RAWALPINDI :Seven more
dengue cases were reported
in Rawalpindi during the
last 24 hours, raising the
tally of confirmed cases to
4,731.

District Coordinator Ep-

idemics Prevention and
Control(DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood on Thurs-

day said that 33 patients
were admitted to the city’s
allied hospitals, including
15 to the Benazir Bhutto
Hospital(BBH),14 to the
District Headquarters
Hospital, and four to the
Holy Family Hospital(H-
FH). He informed that out
of the total admitted pa-
tients, 22 were confirmed
cases, with 16 belonging to
Rawalpindi.—APP

Seafood exgorts

S

39.6
million in

% to

4 months

ISLAMABAD: The exports of fish and fish preparations
increased by 39.65 percent during the first four months of
the current fiscal year as compared to the corresponding
period of last year, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported. The country earned $134.596 from seafood ex-
ports during July-October (2022-23) against the exports of
US $96.384 4 million in July-October (2021-22), show-
ing growth of around 39.65, PBS reported.

In terms of quantity, the exports of fish and fish prepa-
rations increased by 40.93 percent by going up from
36,088 metric tons last year to 50,859 metric tons in
first four months of last year.

On year-on-year basis, the seafood exports increased by
38.65 percent to $54.662 million in October 2022 from
the exports of $39.425 million during October 2021.
The exports also witnessed 38.74 hike in terms of quan-
tity by going up from 14,544 metric tons last year to

20,179 metric tons this year.

On month-on-month basis, the seafood exports in-
creased by 30.62 percent when compared to the ex-
ports of $41.848 million in July September, according

to the PBS data.

In terms of quantity, the fish exports went up by 36.73
percent in October 2022 compared to the exports of
14,758 metric tons in July 2022.

The overall food exports from the country were record-
ed at $1493.859 million during July-October (2022-23)
against the exports of $1432.712 million recorded during
July-October, showing growth of 4.27 percent).

It is pertinent to mention here that the overall merchan-
dize exports during the first four months of the current
fiscal year increased by 0.94 per cent to $9,549 million
as compared to the exports of $9,460 million during the
corresponding period of last year.

On the other hand, the imports of the country decreased
by 16.21 per cent during the period under review going
down from $25,084 million last year to $21,018 million

during the current year.

Based on the figures, the trade deficit was recorded at
$11,469 million this year against the deficit of $15,624
million last year, showing a decline of 26.59 per cent, ac-

cording to the data.—APP

[ RCCT’s 4th Pak-UK )
trade & Investment
Conference on Nov 28

partner of Pakistan.

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The fourth Pak-UK trade and invest-
ment conference organized by the Rawalpindi Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) is starting
in Birmingham from November 28. Saqib Rafiq, the
president of the chamber, while giving details, said
that the Rawalpindi Chamber is organizing this con-
ference in collaboration with the Greater Birming-
ham Chamber of Commerce (GBCC).

The main purpose of the trade conference is to in-
crease bilateral cooperation in various sectors, espe-
cially IT services, food, poultry, garments, textiles
and machinery. He said that Britain is a major trading

Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) will also be
signed with the local chamber of Commerce, compa-
nies and Trade associations.

Saqib Rafiq said that after getting out of FATF’s gray
list, the UK government has also removed Pakistan
from its list of “High Risk Third Countries. This will
build more confidence and attract more Foreign Di-
rect Investments (FDIs) in Pakistan.

J

US, UK, China remained top three
destinations of Pakistani exports

ISLAMABAD :The United States (US)
remained the top export destination of
Pakistani products during the first four
months of the current fiscal year (2022-
23), followed by the United Kingdom
(UK) and China. Total exports to the
US from July-October (2022-23) were re-
corded at US$ 2132.689 million against
the exports of US$ 2096.444 million
during July- October (2021-22), showing
growth of 1.72 percent, according to the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). This was
followed by the UK, wherein Pakistan ex-
ported goods worth US$ 685.614 million
against the exports of US$ 745.751 mil-
lion last year, showing a decrease of 8.06
percent. China was the third top export
destination, where Pakistan exported
goods worth US$ 678.386 million dur-
ing the months under review against

the exports of US$ 763.572 million dur-
ing last year, showing a decline of 11.15
percent, SBP data revealed. Among
other countries, Pakistani exports to
Germany stood at US$ 605.778 million
against US$ 536.227 million last year,
showing an increase of 12.91 percent
while the exports to UAE were record-
ed at US$ 499.040 million against US$
532.488 million last year. During July-Oc-
tober (2022-23), the exports to Holland
were recorded at US$ 564.836 million
against US$ 437.312 million whereas
the exports to Afghanistan stood at US$
176.019 million against US$158.721
million. Pakistan’s exports to Italy were
recorded at US$ 401.020 million against
the exports of US$ 327.871 million
while the exports to Spain were record-
ed at US$ 450.245 million against US$

316.495 million last year. Whereas, the
exports to Bangladesh stood at US$
294.859 million against US$ 244.324
million. Similarly, the exports to France
during the months under review were
recorded at US$ 209.851 million against
US$ 163.961 million while the exports to
Saudi Arabia stood at US$ 147.053 million
against US$ 127.196 million. Pakistan’s
exports to Turkiye were recorded at US$
118.416 million during the current year
compared to US$ 103.683 million last year
whereas the exports to Canada stood at
US$ 163.221 million against US$ 125.404
million, and exports to Poland were US$
120.988 million against US$ 112.263
million whereas the exports to Austral-
ia stood at US$ 101.225 million during
the current year against US$ 90.823
million during last year.—APP

IWMB confi

ISLAMABAD :The Islama-
bad Wildlife Management
Board (IWMB) team on
Thursday raided a clothing
store in F-6 sector of the fed-
eral capital and confiscated
outfits made from wild ani-
mal hides. According to the
IWMB spokesperson, the
team had impounded warm
clothing made from the
skin of wild animals, which
was prohibited as per the
law, including Mink, Fox,
Tiger and Rabbit. The ap-
parels included sweaters,
hats, jackets, neck wear
and other accessories. He
added that poaching of
wildlife was a punishable
offense in the Federal Cap-
ital.—APP

scates wild animal skin clothes
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41,122
Coronavirus
cases
reported; 1771
died in RWP

RAWALPINDI :As many as
47,722 Coronavirus-positive
cases had been recorded,
while 1,777 had lost their
battle for life since the pan-
demic in the district.

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of District Health Au-
thority, Dr Ansar Ishag, told
APP that among people who
died from this fatal disease,
1,341 were Rawalpindi resi-
dents, while 436 belonged
outside districts.

He informed that 46,369 pa-
tients had been discharged
after recovery, with 42,739
belonging to Rawalpindi and
3,630 from other districts.
The CEO added that one
more patient was diagnosed
with the deadly Coronavirus
in the Rawalpindi Canton-
ment area during the last 24
hours. “Presently, 12 con-
firmed patients are quaran-
tined at homes, and no one
at health facility”. Dr Ansar
further said that 7,006,011
people, including 44,790
health workers, had jabbed
themselves against the
lethal Coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) across the district
since the vaccination admin-
istering drive launched on
March 10, 2021.

He updated that during the
last 24 hours,1,002 samples
were collected, of which
1,001 were declared neg-
ative, while the positivity
rate was recorded at 0.1
percent.—APP

Railways to
recelve 46
new coaches
from China
by December
end

ISLAMABAD, Nov 24 (AP-
P):Pakistan Railways would
receive the first batch of 46
new coaches from China by
the end of December, next
month which would not only
upgrade the current rolling
stock but also provide mod-
ern traveling facilities to the
passengers.

“Out of the total 230 coach-
es, 46 will be provided as
completely built units and
the remaining 184 to be
manufactured in the county
by the department’s engi-
neers and technical staff un-
der the supervision of the
Chinese experts,” an official
told APP. He said the coach-
es would have the capacity
to run at the train’s speed
of 160 kilometers per hour
and the teams of Pakistan
Railways were in China for
the inspection of the proto-
types of the coaches as well
as the modern high-capacity
wagons. The official said the
experts of China were also
proving training to the tech-
nical staff of Pakistan Rail-
ways on the manufacturing
of such rolling stock.

He said Pakistan Railway
was planning to upgrade
the dilapidated track as the
Khanpur-Kotri section was
not fit for high-speed train
operation while most of the
Main Linel (ML-I) parts
were fit for the 120km per
hour train operation.—APP

Experts’
meeting on
‘Climate
Resilient

Wheat Crop

ISLAMABAD:Three-day
meeting on “Climate Resil-
ient Wheat Crop Improve-
ment for Food Security” con-
tinued for the second day on
Thursday with national and in-
ternational experts from OIC
member countries devising a
way forward to ensure food
safety through developing
climateresilient wheat crop
varieties through adopting
modern technologies. The
speakers deliberated upon
the problems and strategies
of wheat cultivation and the
development of climatere-
silient wheat varieties. The
meeting, being organized
by COMSTECH, was being
held at the COMSTECH
Secretariat, with the partic-
ipation of representatives
from Pakistan, Kazakhstan,
Turkiye, Tunisia, Azerbaijan,
and Morocco. A number of
international organizations in
agricultural research in arid
or saline conditions, namely
the Permanent Interstate
Committee for Drought Con-
trol in the Sahel (CILSS), As-
sistance to States for Control
of Animal Diseases.—APP
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Industrial

area police

arrests 264
accused

ISLAMABAD :Industrial
area police of Islamabad
have arrested 264 outlaws
during the last five months
involved in criminal cases
of heinous nature and re-
covered looted items worth
27.34 million from them.

Police said that Industrial
Area police teams conduct-
ed a massive crackdown
against the criminal ele-
ments and succeeded in
apprehending 264 criminals
during the last five months.
Police teams also recov-
ered looted items worth
Rs. 27.34 million from them
including gold ornaments,
vehicles, motorbikes, and
mobile phones. Police also
recovered narcotics from
them while it also complet-
ed investigations on 421
cases and submitting their
challans in relevant courts.
Moreover, police also re-
covered nabbed 223 pro-
fessional beggars and their
handlers during the last
five months. IGP Islamabad
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan has
appreciated this perfor-
mance. He said that it is
the prime responsibility of
the police to provide relief
to the citizens and every
possible effort would be
made to ensure it.—APP

RCB’s board
meeting
reviews
different

schemes

RAWALPINDI :Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board (RCB)
President/Station Com-
mander Brig. Salman Nazar
on Thursday presided over
the monthly board meeting
to review the overall pro-
gress of different schemes.
The meeting was attended
by RCB’s Executive Of-
ficer Imran Gulzar, Vice
President Malik Maneer
Ahmed, elected members,
Hafiz Hussain Ahmed, Ma-
lik Tahir Ayub, Haji Zafar
Igbal, Malik Mansoor Afsar,
Ch. Shakoor Ahmed, Malik
Saghir Ahmed, minority
member Khurram Shehzad
Gul and others.

The meeting, besides dis-
cussing in detail the agen-
da items, also analysed the
income and expenditures of
the RCB and approved 100
residential building plans.
To a question, the RCB
spokesman replied that
RCB’s  anti-encroachment
drive was in full swing in the
Cantt area.

During the operation, the
spokesman said that the
anti-encroachment team
had demolished several il-
legally constructed sheds
saying that notices had also
been served to the owners
warning them to “remove
encroachments without any
further delay”. Moreover,
he said that “eight truck-
loads of different items”
including hand carts, tables,
and chairs had been seized
from different vendors and
shopkeepers who had ille-
gally set up their stalls on
pathways and roads in dif-
ferent areas.—APP

ANF seizes
over 54 kg
drugs

RAWALPINDI: Anti Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan on
Thursday seized over 54 kg
of drugs, 3795 liters prohib-
ited chemical and arrested
five accused while conduct-
ing five counter-narcotics
operations throughout the
country According to an
ANF Headquarters spokes-
man, ANF in an operation
at Bacha Khan International
Airport Peshawar recovered
four charras-illed capsules
from the possession of a
passenger, resident of Ban-
nu. In another operation,
ANF seized 21.6 kg charras
from secret cavities of a car
intercepted on Ring Road
Peshawar and rounded up
two accused, residents of
Peshawar, who were trying
to smuggle charras from Pe-
shawar to Mansehra.

The spokesman informed
that ANF Balochistan re-
covered nine kg charras
from the possession of
two accused arrested from
Quetta Airport Road. In
two other operations, ANF
Balochistan also seized
24 kg charras and 3795
liters prohibited chemical
from Quetta and Chaman
areas.
Separate cases have been
registered at respective
ANF Police Stations under
CNS Act 1997 while further
investigations are under
process, he added.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan Yerzhan Kistafin met Professor, Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, the Chairman of Higher Education
Commission. - DNA

Combination of 7 unique
features make Swat ideal

He advised tourists to bring warm clothes and sweaters while
coming to Upper Swat these days in the wake of chilly weather

ISLAMABAD :Known as Switzerland of
Pakistan, the beautiful valley of Swat has
a combination of seven distinctive features
that is hard to find together in any tourist
destination of Pakistan and was all set to
attract an influx of tourists and adventure
sports enthusiasts during the winter sea-
son. Besides being home to primitive Gand-
hara civilization, the Swat’s unique features
including ice skiing, river rafting, adventure
sports, snow-clad mountain peaks, trout-
fish, and the Swat motorway has made it an
ideal destination for winter tourism.

These distinctive characteristics, which
are second to none in any other district of
the country, draw adventure sportsmen,
archeologists, water rafters, mountaineers,
snowfall lovers, foodies, and eco-tourists
throughout the year following the construc-
tion of the Swat Motorway that opened up
Malakand division for winter tourism.

The 150-kilometer-long freshwater of the
river Swat originating from different gla-
ciers and lakes including Mahodand and Ga-
bral mountains offers unique opportunities
for adventure sports enthusiasts to explore
in a single trip along with loved ones.
Fazagut, Fatehpur, Barikot, and Chakdara
are most suitable for water rafting in riv-
er Swat and if developed on modern lines
could attract a large number of tourists

during winter. Bestowed with more than
50 high-altitude small and big lakes, Swat’s
Mahodand lake is an exceptional source of
attraction for tourists enjoying its blue- wa-
ters and boats riding amid cold breezes and
snowfalls. “I came from Nowshera to enjoy
Swat’s trout fish and explore the mesmer-
izing natural beauty of Kalam, especially
of Mahudhand lake,” said Riaz Khan, a for-
mer PST teacher while talking to APP. Im-
pressed by the beauty of Mahudand and Ga-
brial lakes, he said its unique charm, clean
air and nearby birds chanting valleys take
tourists into a lap of serenity.

He advised tourists to bring warm clothes
and sweaters while coming to Upper Swat
these days in the wake of chilly weather.
Besides its famous Deodar trees and pre-
cious wildlife, the Swat’s snow-clad tall
mountain ranges of Falakser, Mankial and
Elum peaks offer great challenges to moun-
taineers and trekkers to explore especially
during winter. Likewise, its extensive plains
and orchards that bear fruits and vegetables
carried a unique comparative advantage.
Attracting Buddhists, monks and archaeolo-
gists from across the world throughout the
year, the Swat’s archaeological treasures
and ancient artifacts housed at Saidu Sharif
Museum become a distinctive feature tak-
ing tourists to the glorious history of Swat.

The most celebrated monk from Thailand,
Arayawangso along with 20 disciples has
recently visited different Buddhist sites of
Swat including Saidu Sharif Museum and
Stupa besides Buthkara Buddhist monas-
tery which impressed him a lot. He said
Swat was very important in terms of Bud-
dhist history in Pakistan and must be visit-
ed by followers of Bhuddism from all around
the world to explore. Another striking fea-
ture of Swat is skiing sports being played
at Malam Jabba every year during winter.
Trout fish also attract foodies amid heavy
snowfall at Kalam, Madain and other areas
of the district. Malik Lugman, senior plan-
ning officer, KP tourism department told
APP that a mega project costing Rs238 mil-
lion was prepared for organizing different
winter sports and tourism events in various
districts including Swat. He said Kalam’s
winter gala and tour-de-cycle race would
be organized in December-January in Swat
while first-ever sports rafting at River Swat
would be held besides an international para-
gliding event at Saidu Sharif. He said a youth
leadership conference and skiing event at
Malam Jabba were also planned. To reduce
tourists’ load at Kalam, Malam Jabba and
Bahrian, he said new tourists spots would
be developed at Sola Tanar, Puchar and Jar-
go valleys while walking tracks would be de-

veloped to promote ecotourism in Swat. To
maintain natural beauty and avoid pollution
at tourist spots in Swat, he said camping
pods would be established at new tourists’
destinations besides Kalash culture events
in Chitral. To link new tourist destination
with Swat Motorway, he said that Rs4.8 bil-
lion were being spent on development and
construction of new roads while tourism
police was made operational at Malakand
and Hazara divisions to facilitate tourists.
Lugman said the tourism budget has been
swelled to Rs8.6 billion during 2022-23
while work on the world bank’s assisted KP
Integrated Tourism Project costing Rs17 bil-
lion was underway in the province. He said
that the construction of 15 jeepable tracks
was also proposed in Malakand and Hazara
divisions. He said the six tourist facilitation
centers were established and work on seven
others started. He said that a Rs 365 million
project for feasibility studies for the identifi-
cation of new tourist spots was planned. To
promote ecotourism in southern districts of
KP, he said that a road to Sheikh Badin tour-
ist resort located at the confluence of DI
Khan and Lakki Marwat districts would be
constructed with an estimated cost of Rs3
billion while a tourist wing for merged areas
was being established to monitor and over-
see tourism-related activities there.—APP

AIOU organizes
seminar on water

NSU, ETPB
sign MoU for

lease of land

ISLAMABAD :National
Skills University (NSU) and
ETPB signed an Memoran-
dum of Understanding for
lease of land for development
of a campus of NSU in Murid-
ke, Sheikhupura. The MoU

Gwadar Port: de-
silting operation to
start next month

ISLAMABAD: With a view to restoring Gwadar Port’s
operational depth, de-silting activity is highly likely to be
initiated next month. If all goes well, the entire opera-
tion will be completed within six months hopefully by June

problems of Pak

ISLAMABAD: Australia is
keen to collaborate with
Allama Igbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) on water
resources management in
Pakistan. We want to work
with the students and fac-
ulty members of this major
university of Pakistan to
improve the water system
of Pakistan,” said Dr. Im-
ran Khalid, Head, Pakistan
Water Security Initiative
Project in a seminar on the
topic of “Water problems
of Pakistan” at the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Sciences, AIOU.

Dean, Faculty of Sciences,
Prof. Dr. Irshad Ahmed
Arshad presided over the
seminar. Chairperson,
Department of Environ-
mental Sciences, Dr. Sofia
Khalid, hosted the event.
Dr. Zahidullah and Dr.

Samia Qadeer attended
seminar. Syed Shuja Haid-
er and Farah Nadeem rep-
resented Pakistan Water
Security Initiative Project.
This project is being run
mutually by WWF Paki-
stan, Water Management
Institute Pakistan, Hydrol-
ogy and Risk Consulting,
Australia.

Dr. Irshad Ahmed Arshad
said that apart from co-
operation for water prob-
lems and solutions in
Pakistan, there is also a
need to design and run
awareness campaigns at
the national level. While
congratulating Dr. Sofia
Khalid, he said that such
activities will raise aware-
ness among children
about water issues and
water conservation. Dr.
Sofia Khalid introduced
the Department of Envi-
ronmental Sciences. She
said that we are offering

MSc and four-year BS
programs in Environmen-
tal Science very success-
fully, but as per the pol-
icy of Higher Education
Commission, the MSc
program is being discon-
tinued whereas MPhil
and P. HD programs will
be offered soon.

Dr. Imran Khalid said
that an agreement was
signed between the gov-
ernment of Pakistan and
Australia to strengthen
cooperation between the
two countries on the man-
agement of urban water
resources. He said that
Australia is taking steps to
solve the water problems
of Farash Town Islamabad
and James Town Rawal-
pindi under the ‘Pakistan
Water Security Initiative
Project (2021-2025)’., 475
rainwater harvesting sys-
tems and water filtration
plants have been installed.

was signed in the presence of
Federal Minister for Federal
Education and Professional
Training Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain and Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Mufti Abdul Sha-
koor, said a press release on
Thursday. Senior officials of
the ministry also attended the
signing ceremony. Rana Tan-
veer Hussain said”One of the
top priorities of this govern-
ment is to enhance the provi-
sion of technical and vocational
training, both in terms of qual-
ity and in terms of reach.” He
emphasized on the importance
of technical and vocational
training and said “Throughout
the world it has played a vital
role in uplifting the common
man.” He said that we have
examples from the most de-
veloped world where technical
and vocational training has
played a critical role in inte-
grating unemployed popula-
tion into society as produc-
tive members. —APP

2023. The de-silting procedure and planning have gained
traction as two processes of bidding including technical
proposals and financial proposals are planned to be con-
cluded within two weeks, Gwadar Pro reported on Thurs-
day quoting Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) Project Direc-
tor (Maintenance of Dredging) Mr Nadeem. After the
procedural formality culminates, the successful firm will
be awarded the contract for dredging work to reclaim the
lost depth of all berths of Gwadar Port. On a question, Mr.
Nadeem said, two firms including one local company and
one Chinese company participated in the bidding process
and which will be deemed qualified as per set rules and
regulations selected formally. Another GPA official told
Gwadar Pro, that it is the second time that bidding has had
to be initiated. This time the bidding opened on Novem-
ber 11. Currently two companies joined the bidding. The
previous bidding process opened on August 16 and soon
it had to be cancelled due to some technical reasons. Last
time six companies including a Chinese enterprise came
forward. The total cost of dredging, he said, will be deter-
mined per cubic meter considering the scale of operation
and the size of the area to be cleared from siltation. On a
query, he said that around Rs. 1 billion has already been
allocated for the dredging process in the current budget
2022-23. “The Gwadar Port Authority (GPA) has invited
firms or contractors having sufficient experience in the
relevant field, financially sound and suitably qualified in
maintenance dredging of the navigation channel in accord-
ance with prescribed tender documents” he added.—DNA

UNOPS holds workshop for capacity building

ISLAMABA: United Nations Office for
Partnership Services (UNOPs) on Thurs-
day organized a workshop for the capacity
building of Rule of Law Departments in
which focal persons of over fifteen de-
partments discussed the need for better
coordination and sharing of best practices
among the departments. Speaking on the
occasion, the chief guest, Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) of National Highways and Motor-
way Police (NHMP) Khalid Mahmood said
that steel strong departments along with
positive behaviour could bring revolution
in the society. He said that reforms and
implementation of policies were difficult
in Pakistan due to resistant behaviours.
He said implementation of policy in other
countries took no time and it was diffi-
cult to execute the plans due to cultural

attitude issues in Pakistan. The IG said a
majority of the Pakistani population was
comprised of youth and it was vital to
train the youngsters for yielding a pros-
perous future for the country. Speaking
on the occasion, a Resource Person and
former Inspector General of Police Sajjad
Afzal Afridi explained to the participants
regarding the mechanism of coordina-
tion, working of donor agencies, proposal
submission and welfare work of UNOPS.
Explaining the projects in the pipeline,
Sajjad Afzal Afridi said that the up-gra-
dation of two training facilities and re-
furbishment of building infrastructure to
improve safety and security at outposts
was in the draft projects for Frontier Con-
stabulary. He said the draft project for
the Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Po-

lice included the up-gradation of the po-
lice training school to college level while
Motorway Police’s draft projects included
the establishment of a female-officers in-
clusive driving training school for NHMP
employees, furnishing of women’s police
hotels that were established by UNOPS
and furnishing of female accommodation
at various beats.

He informed the participants that the
draft projects of the digital forensic fa-
cility, the cyber terrorism investigation
unit and cryptocurrency along with the
dark web investigation unit were also in
pipeline for Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA). Speaking on the occasion, the
participants insisted on understanding
cultural values and ground realities while
making the proposals and plans. The

participants said that law enforcement
departments could not have equal female
representation without facilitating the
staff members and improving the work-
ing environment. Earlier, the officials of
UNOPS in their detailed presentation
said that their mission was to help people
build better lives and countries achieve
peace and sustainable development.

The workshop was attended by senior of-
ficials and focal person of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Police, Punjab Police, Frontier
Constabulary, ICT Police, NHMP Police,
Federal Investigation Agency, National
Police Academy, National Counter Terror-
ism Authority (NACTA), Pakistan Railway
Police, Balochistan Police, Sindh Police,
Gilgit-Baltistan Police, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Police.—APP

Theatre
training
highlights
disability
ISSUeS

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts
(PNCA) here Thursday
completed the two-week
theatre training of young
and amateur theatre actors
and students to highlight is-
sues related to persons with
disabilities, environment,
and social issues.

Improving access to in-
come-generating activities
for young adults with and
without disabilities in se-
lected low-income areas of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad,
the workshop was organ-
ized by Pak Women, CBM,
and Human and Social De-
velopment in collaboration
with PNCA.

The participants will also
perform in a street theatre
play to highlight issues of
persons with disabilities and
create awareness of their
rights. Various sessions of
the workshop guided young
and budding actors and per-
forming art lovers about the
theoretical and practical
steps of acting.

PNCA along with senior art-
ists and theater experts pro-
vided institutional support
to the theatre lovers of Paki-
stan and promotion of street
theatre as well, said Waqar
Azeem, Program Organizer
and mentor while talking to
APP. The topics and content
of the workshop included an
introduction to the theatre,
universal principles of act-
ing, history of theatre and
art of street theatre, the
relationship between acting
and dancing, acerbating and
miming, Acting and overact-
ing economy of gesture and
voice, tools of acting, dif-
ferent limbs of body - their
extremities and balance,
body gustier movement and
effect, balance and grace
exercise, voice control, into-
nation and effect, breathing
and use of throat, imagi-
nation, evolving of script,
three different schools of
thoughts (realism, sym-
bolism and absurd), other
tools like light, sound, set
and makeup and how to
use them in street theatre,
preparation of play project
and presentation of play.
The participants also learnt
types of voice, use of throat
and breathing, Melody
voice, monologue, dialogue,
general log , lecture, public
address, recording of voice,
tahtullafaz, Imagination of
an actor, different schools
of thought, realism and
symbolism, how a story de-
velop by an imaginary idea.
Exercises for enhancing the
potential of actors were also
part of the sessions.—APP

Senate Body
for expediting
transactions
completion
of privatized

entities

ISLAMABAD:Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Privat-
ization here on Thursday
called upon the Privatiza-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan to expedite efforts for
completing the transactions
of privatized state-owned
enterprises to protect and
safeguard national interest.
The committee, chaired
by Senator Shamim Afri-
di, discussed the status
of government entities
already privatized but the
transactions have not been
completed and was briefed
on the privatization of the
Convention  Center, be-
sides current status of the
Pak-China Fertilizer Com-
pany. The committee was
apprised that the Privatiza-
tion Commission had so far
completed 178 privatization
transactions and generated
privatizations proceeds of
Rs 7,649,114 million.—APP

IWMB teams
confiscate
endangered
animal skin

clothes

ISLAMABAD :The IWMB
team on Thursday raided a
clothing store in F-6 sector
of the federal capital and
confiscated outfits made
from wild animal hides.
According to the IWMB
spokesperson, the team had
impounded warm clothing
made from the skin of wild
animals, which was prohibit-
ed as per the law, including
Mink, Fox, Tiger and Rab-
bit. The apparels included
sweaters, hats, jackets, neck
wear and other accessories.
He added that poaching of
wildlife was a punishable
offense in the Federal Cap-
ital.—APP
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Washington’s economic
hegemony hits dead end

T HAT Dutch Foreign Trade Minister Liesje Schreinemacher has

voiced resistance to following Washington’s attempts to cut off

China from semiconductor technology sends a message that the
united front the United States has sought to forge to maintain its hegem-
ony in the technology sphere is shaky or even beginning to crumble. The
Dutch trade minister told lawmakers on Tuesday that the Netherlands will
make its own decision regarding ASML’s chip gear sales to China amid
trade rule talks with the US and other allies. She also told lawmakers at
the parliament in the Hague, “It is important that we defend our own in-
terests — our national safety, but also our economic interests.” European
Union negotiators are reported to be working on a number of contentious
trade issues with Washington. Countries, most vocally France, have said
the measures could damage European economies and have raised the
possibility of filing a complaint with the World Trade Organization.
The Netherlands is home to ASML Holding NV, which dominates the
market for one-of-a-kind, cutting-edge chip-making equipment that has be-
come a focus of the US government’s attempts to limit China. However,
China is the third-largest market for the Dutch company, representing
14.7 percent of its global sales, to say nothing of the great potential of the
Chinese market. Currently, ASML cannot ship its advanced extreme ul-
traviolet lithography systems (EUV) to China because it cannot obtain an
export license from the Dutch government, thanks to pressure from the
US. Alan Estevez, US undersecretary of commerce for industry and secu-
rity, will travel to the Netherlands this month to discuss export controls.
Whatever the result of the talks, it is becoming increasingly clear that
it will be difficult for Washington to persuade European countries into
following its unilateralism at the cost of their own economic interests.
The world is not what it used to be. It has become more democratic and
pluralistic. It is unfair and unjustifiable for the US to take it for granted
that countries will do its bidding when it shows scant concern for their
interests. As far as the global economy is concerned, what Washington
has been doing in its economic sanctions in the name of national secu-
rity has seriously disrupted the globalized industry chains and supply
chains, which has caused economic losses for many companies and coun-
tries. Washington’s way of politicizing economic activities has become a
scourge for the development of the global economy.
If Washington continues to place its geopolitical objectives before
everything and to pressure other countries into acting as its accomplice,
an increasing number of countries, including its allies in Europe, will turn
their back on it to defend their own interests and safeguard the global
economic order from being derailed. Unethical and unfair, Washington’s
economic hegemony is reaching a dead end.
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Scotland: a crisis
1S brewing

RULING by the supreme court that the Scottish government cannot

call its own referendum on independence is unsurprising, but still im-

portant. When Nicola Sturgeon asked the court to adjudicate on the
matter, she must have expected it to thwart her plan for a “consultative” pleb-
iscite next October. The first minister is probably relieved to be spared the
obligation to go through with that vote. Instead, she can focus on making the
next UK general election a de facto referendum on independence - a propo-
sition with no basis in constitutional law, but a mechanism for nationalists to
campaign on something other than her party’s record in government. The first
minister conceded on Wednesday that the SNP could not “dictate the basis on
which people cast their votes”. But by making separation from England the
central plank of her party’s campaign, she hopes to win on a scale sufficient to
make that demand irresistible. The supreme court case was part of that cam-
paign from the start — a gambit to restore political momentum for the national-
ist cause, where the countervailing force is the drag of a long incumbency. The
SNP does not want voters to judge it by its management of the public services
that come under the remit of devolved government.
Ms Sturgeon is less interested in the substance of the court’s arguments
than the platform they provide for her to claim that UK institutions and
law are set up to obstruct the will of the Scottish people. Her case rested
on two propositions. First, a consultative referendum, making no claim to
constitutional effect, would legally fall within the scope of devolved powers.
Second, it would express a right to national self-determination under inter-
national law. There is a contradiction there, since the claim to be asserting
self-determination implies defiance of repression by a colonising power, in
which case the referendum’s ambition would clearly be more than consulta-
tive. In any case, the court rejected both arguments. It found that the SNP’s
draft bill had major political ramifications for the union, regardless of any
recusal from constitutional impact. It also judged that Scotland’s position
within the UK is not meaningfully comparable to the plight of a people
blighted by foreign occupation and denied political representation, as all
but the most extreme nationalists must recognise.
Ms Sturgeon is not an extremist. In her response to Wednesday’s judgment, she
yielded to the authority of the court, making it clear that the fault, as she saw
it, lay in the laws that the judges were interpreting and the absence therein of
a mechanism of unilateral secession. She accepts that the rules say Scotland
needs permission from Westminster to hold a referendum, but she calls the rules
unfair. Ms Sturgeon intends to demonstrate such demand for separation that a
Westminster government using its constitutional power of obstruction would ap-
pear to be in egregious violation of democratic principle. If unionists do not want
to be caught in that position, they need something more than a legal veto over a
referendum. They need the political arguments that can win one.

Time has come for UK to revisit its ties with EU

Mohamed Chebaro

The problem with the
Conservative Party’s leaders
is that they do not want
to own up to anything.
From their small state
and austerity plan that has
harmed the country since
2010 to the referendum to
leave the EU, which threw
the country into a period
of unprecedented political
chaos, leading it to change
four prime ministers since
2019 and have four finance
ministers in the last year
alone. From the abstract
meaning of their motto of
“Take Back Control” to the
total lack of vision as to
how they wanted to build a
“Singapore on Thames,” not
to mention of course nearly
exploding the economy with
a “fairy-tale” mini-budget...

DO not believe politics will change in

the UK anytime soon, despite the shift

in the public mood, which has been
leaning toward believing that Brexit was
the wrong step for the national interests of
the country, its unity, economic prosperity
and social cohesion. No one is talking here
about abandoning Brexit all together and
rejoining the EU, but at least some sani-
ty might have emerged within parts of the
country and the Conservative Party leader-
ship, which has hinted that trying to recov-
er some of the billions of pounds the UK
has lost as a result of its hard Brexit might
not be that bad an idea after all.
Brexit-supporting Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak had to appease his party when he
told business leaders this week that life
outside the EU was “delivering enormous
benefits and opportunities.” But many of
those in attendance and the rest of the
country question what the Conservative
PM, ministers and MPs mean when they
make such statements. To date, none of
the Conservative advocates of Brexit have
succeeded in pointing to any such benefits
and opportunities, which is the elephant in
the room that no one in government dares
mention. Sunak’s comments followed a
Sunday Times report that “senior govern-
ment figures” were planning to “put Brit-
ain on the path toward a Swiss-style rela-
tionship” with the EU. Switzerland has far
closer ties with the bloc through bilateral
agreements that allow it access to the sin-
gle market and a high degree of free move-
ment through paying into EU coffers.
Previously, Chancellor Jeremy Hunt, him-
self a Remainer, had spooked the euroskep-
tics in his party when he said he was eager
to remove the “vast majority” of trade bar-
riers with the EU. Hunt, who managed to
rebalance the books and calm the financial
markets after Liz Truss’ disastrous mi-
ni-budget of cutting taxes and borrowing

money to stimulate growth, was not speak-
ing from the void, as polls and experts have
been indicating a cooling of attitudes in the
UK toward the validity of Brexit.

For a start, recent polls have shown that
public opposition has grown to the hard
form of Brexit pursued by successive
Conservative governments since British
voters opted by a 52-48 margin to leave
the bloc in a 2016 referendum. Accord-
ing to polling expert John Curtice, 57
percent of people would vote to rejoin
the bloc and 43 percent to stay out if a
new referendum were to be held. The
divorce deal struck by the UK and the
EU in 2020 has brought customs checks
and other border hurdles for goods,
along with passport checks and other
annoyances for travelers. With infla-
tion at its highest rate for decades
and amid forecasts of potentially the
longest ever recession in the country,
a YouGov poll last week suggested 56
percent of people in Britain now think
it was wrong to leave the EU. Some 32
percent, however, are still in favor.

A recent assessment by the Office for
Budget Responsibility, the UK’s respect-
ed spending watchdog, which stated that
Brexit has had a “significant adverse im-
pact” on trade, might have played a role in
these polls, especially since it was followed
by comments by the Bank of England and
business leaders blaming Brexit for reduc-
ing overall trade volumes and denting trad-
ing relationships with the EU.

The problem with the Conservative Par-
ty’s leaders is that they do not want to own
up to anything. From their small state and
austerity plan that has harmed the country
since 2010 to the referendum to leave the
EU, which threw the country into a period
of unprecedented political chaos, leading it
to change four prime ministers since 2019
and have four finance ministers in the last

year alone. From the abstract meaning of
their motto of “Take Back Control” to the
total lack of vision as to how they wanted
to build a “Singapore on Thames,” not to
mention of course nearly exploding the
economy with a “fairy-tale” mini-budget
that badly dented the hard-earned position
of the UK as a key investment destination.
The Conservative government and its sup-
porters prefer to blame the current reces-
sion on global forces and say that it was
“made in Russia,” while people are facing
the brunt of the cost-ofliving crisis with
weakened public services and a starved
health sector due to years of governing by
a party whose sole aim was to get the UK
out of the EU, without a vision of what to
do on the day after. The Conservatives do
not want to admit that Brexit has been a
factor that has “contributed to 4% produc-
tivity drop, 15% trade drop, 6% food price
increase, lower wages, workforce shortag-
es & highest inflation in G7,” as the Green
Party MP Caroline Lucas tweeted recently.
No one, of course, could discount the im-
pact of COVID-19 or the Russian invasion
of Ukraine, but the Tory Brexit has been a
major cause of Britain’s recent economic
woes, as confirmed by statistics released
this week that show that, compared to
pre-pandemic levels, the US has record-
ed more than 4 percent in growth and the
eurozone is at 2.1 percent, while the UK’s
economy has shrunk by 0.4 percent. I think
the country deserves a sane discussion,
away from the boosterism and lying of the
Boris Johnson era, that could ultimately ad-
mit that Brexit started with many lies and
the shortest route to putting things right
might, unfortunately, require a review
of hard Brexit and the consideration of a
Swiss-style arrangement or a Norwegian
one with the UK’s closest trading partner
and neighbor, the EU.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Climate Change; Impact on Pakistan

Muhammad Faisal Yousafzai

Pakistan is dependent
on Indus River because
of farming and without
external significant
assistance it would be
impossible for the Pakistan
or any third world country
to resolve it. Indus River is
like giving life with one hand
and taking it on the other
hand. Even till now, due to
these floods many people in
Baluchistan and Sindh are
out of reach to clean water
and food as well as medical..

al challenge. It refers to change the atmosphere,

resulting in a new weather. Here changes means
‘industrial revolution’” which has changed the whole
structure of the world. Due to these changes brought
by industrial revolution we had and will face serious
problems like heavy rainfalls, floods, storms, heat
waves etc. if we look to the causes of climate change,
we came up with two reasons one is natural causes,
which includes volcanos, tectonic plate movement,
earth’s orbital variation etc. while the second cause
is human activities. According to scientists approxi-
mately 95 percent cause of climate change is human
activities, which includes deforestation, wasting of
food and water and use of huge amount of fossil fuels.
Due to these activities huge amount of green house
gases generates and this in results create green house
effect or global warming, and this global warming is
the major cause of climate change.
Its consequences are not local but global, it will affect
all of us without any distinctions, no matter who you are
and what position or chair you are setting it will destroy
our beautiful earth as well as all human beings the best
example is COVID-19. Till now many of us think that
the sky has a limitless capacity to absorb all those gases
which is created as a byproduct from industries or use
of brown coal etc. however in reality it’s just a thin shelf
which continue to crack under the blunt hammer of our
daily use of fossil fuels. Pakistan came among those top
20 countries which had and will be the most affected
country by climate change. As everyone knows that Pa-
kistan is an agricultural country where mostly means of
her GDP based on agriculture sector.
Due to heat waves and devastating floods of this year
most of the agriculture areas had been destroyed or un-
der water. On the other hand, Pakistan is overpopulat-
ed county its population is approximately 231,097,328
this year, and mostly belongs to middle class and very
few are above the poverty line. It is said thatit is impos-
sible for the government of Pakistan to safeguard her
citizen from the catastrophe caused by climate change

E N contemporary world climate change is a glob-

because the government has a deficit economy even
unable to provide jobs to every graduate and there
are many other issues in which government id unable
to cope. Climate change doesn’t only mean that the
temperature will rise up, glaciers will melt but it also
means increased in migration, food and water security
crisis, human trafficking, drug smuggling etc. it will be
like a domino effect which slowly and gradually affects
every aspect of human beings.

By September, one third of the country was under wa-
ter, there has been more than 1,700 deaths, 150 bridg-
es, 1 million homes, 18,000 schools were destroyed
etc. Pakistan is a country who is facing crisis in educa-
tional sector now facing flood which pushed the coun-
try more behind. After Antarctica and Arctic Circle the
third largest glacier is Himalayas, which is located on
the head of Pakistan. The Indus River was approximate-
ly 1,500 years older and southern Pakistan came under
its proximity. When Himalayan glaciers melt the water
broke out into the Indus River and through Pakistan it
falls into the Arabian Sea. The annual flows amount is
nearly 79 billion cubic meters of water.

Pakistan is dependent on Indus River because of
farming and without external significant assistance
it would be impossible for the Pakistan or any third
world country to resolve it. Indus River is like giving
life with one hand and taking it on the other hand.
Even till now, due to these floods many people in Bal-
uchistan and Sindh are out of reach to clean water
and food as well as medical facilities that’s to those
organizations which help Pakistani government to
some extant to control this scenario. Pakistan came
under the umbrella of third world countries which
lacks good infrastructure, medical facilities, political
turmoil and had a deficit economy. Pakistani govern-
ment needs financial, medical, expertise assistance
but unfortunately Pakistan had and would be unable
to repay those financial and other debts that’s why
the government of Pakistan insist for aids as well as
expertise to implement the standards that are likely
to be set. For wealthy state these challenges would

be colossal, however for Pakistan these floods are
about the chain of disasters. According to Pakistan
ex-finance minister “Pakistan flood loses estimated at
40 billion dollars”.

Infrastructure damages, crops destructions and wa-
ter borne diseases will only worsen the existing prob-
lems like financial crisis, political unrest etc. climate
change is a global issue we never tackle it in isolation.
It needs collective affective measures. The third
world countries had a small role in countering or find-
ing the solution of climate change which include warn
it’s public so that they can evacuate easily, stop using
fossil fuel, brown coal, reduce food and water wasting
and most important can empower her women’sbe-
cause educated women prefer less Childs and that will
help government to have limited population, to which
government will be able to give good education, medi-
cal facilities, jobs etc. however it would not be enough
because country like Pakistan contribute less than 1
percent to climate change and huge contributors are
those of industrialized countries. The industrialized
country would be a greater role in countering these
issues which includes that the leaders of the indus-
trialized nations shall have to replace their priorities
from profit or national interest to the well being of all
the humankinds and for the succeeding generations.

The must look for the system which is safer for
the environment and to shall have to shift towards
renewable energies. In this situation we are in a
position where 99.9 percent told us to take those
tablets, if not you shall die and, in that case, we
don’t have a choice we should have to take these
tablets. When it comes to climate change, we still
don’t have any specific tablets what we have are the
planes which might decrease the carbon emissions
in atmosphere and most important we are having
hope as well as willingness to devote ourselves to
counter these non-traditional threats and safe our
next generation from these disasters. In the end we
will be two options either we change our life style
or climate change is going to do it for us.
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Briefs

Key
appointments:

All’s well that
ends well

From Pace 01

UAE and China for Paki-
stan’s economic well-being
is directly linked to smooth
relations with these coun-
tries. One should hope
that these friendly coun-
tries would also welcome
these appointments and
move forward for a shared
and prosperous future for
the people of these coun-
tries.

All said and done, unfortu-
nately there are certain el-
ements, even in the media,
that are trying to pitch PTI
and the new military lead-
ership against each other.
They are making all our
efforts to prove that Gen-
eral Asim Munir managed
to become the army chief
despite stiff resistance and
opposition from the PTI
leadership. Even if that
may be the case, it does
not look prudent to add
fuel to fire when things
are already settling down.
These hawks, no matter
which party they belong
to, need to be discouraged.
The country is already
at the verge of default.
Any further confrontation
would only prove a recipe
for disaster.

The PTI under the given
circumstances would need
a face saving, which is
possible only if the govern-
ment agrees to announce
elections. After latest de-
velopments, it seems diffi-
cult for the PTI to get its
demands fulfilled through
any coercive means. After
Imran Khan’s bids to mend
fences with the USA, he
probably would like have
tension-free ties with the
military establishment as
well, which for many ana-
lysts, appears to be a judi-
cious move.

Asim Munir
appointed...

From Pack 01

Following the PM’s deci-
sion, the summary for the
new appointments was
sent to the President’s
Secretariat. But uncertain-
ty surrounding the presi-
dent’s approval on the key
appointments took centre
stage after the head of the
state departed to Lahore
to hold a meeting with PTI
Chairman Imran Khan on
the key appointments.All
eyes were on the meeting
as Imran Khan, in an inter-
view Wednesday night, had
said that he and President
Alvi would play “legally
and constitutionally” on
the matter.

While the government had
hoped that there would be
no hiccups in the signing
of the summary. “All the
matters have been settled
in line with the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan and hope-
fully the president will
not create a controversy,”
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif had said. He also stat-
ed that the signing was a
test for President Alvi.

President,
PM laud...
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as the country’s 17th
Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staff Committee since No-
vember 2019. Expressing
his best wishes for the
outgoing CJCSC, the pres-
ident lauded his services
for national defence.

Bid to ban
bullfighting
abandoned in

France
PARIS: A bid to ban bull-
fighting in France was

abandoned Thursday in
parliament, spelling relief
for lovers of the traditional
blood sport and dismay for
animal rights’ activists. The
577-seat national assembly
had looked set to vote on
draft legislation that would
have made the practice
illegal. But after lawmak-
ers filed more than 500
amendments, many of them
designed to take up parlia-
mentary time and obstruct
the vote, the MP behind
the bill withdrew it. “I'm
so sorry,” Aymeric Caron,
a leftwing MP, vegan and
animal rights’ campaigner,
told the national assembly
as he announced the deci-
sion. - APP

Embolo gives Swiss 1-0
victory over Cameroon

Embolo, born in Yaounde but raised in Basel, struck three minutes
ck to put Swiss top of group

after restart from a Xherdan Shaqiri cut-ba

SporTts DESK

AL WAKRAH: Switzerland edged Cameroon
1-0 courtesy of a goal against the run of
play by apologetic Breel Embolo versus the
country of his birth for an opening win in
World Cup Group G at the Al Janoub Sta-
dium on Thursday. While it was a good day
for the Swiss it was a bad one for African
football, whose teams in Qatar have yet to
score a goal in the tournament. Apart from
Cameroon, Tunisia as well as Morocco and
Senegal all failed to find the net in their
opening matches. Ghana are in action later
on Thursday against Portugal.

Embolo, born in Yaounde but raised in Ba-
sel, struck three minutes after the restart
from a Xherdan Shaqiri cut-back to put the
Swiss top of the group. The 25-year-old re-
fused to celebrate the goal on his 60th inter-
national appearance, lifting his hands in the
air and frowning as the small group of Swiss
fans cheered wildly at Al Janoub Stadium.
“We know his story. I told him before the _
game ‘Breel, friendship until the start,
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then they are your opponents,” Switzerland |

coach Murat Yakin said. “Football write
such stories but he completed his mission. I
am very happy with his performance.” ol
Serbia play Brazil in the other group match st
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later on Thursday. The Swiss goal came
after Cameroon had dominated the first
half, missing several good chances to take

the lead. The Indomitable Lions, who elim-
inated Algeria in a playoff to qualify for the
tournament, had outplayed Switzerland in

the first 45 minutes with quick combina-

tions, speed and power as their opponents
remained toothless up front.
They carved out their first chance after 10
minutes with Bryan Mbeumo testing goal-
keeper Yann Sommer before Karl Toko
Ekambi sent his rebound over the bar. The
Swiss were in trouble again a little later with
inform forward Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting
winning possession to charge into the box
only for Sommer to block his effort.
In search of their first win at a World Cup
in 20 years, Cameroon were bolder, tak-
ing on their opponents in one-on-one situ-
ations, while the Swiss rarely managed to
get into the African side’s box. Switzerland,
who reached the last 16 in the two previ-
ous World Cups, struck at the start of the
second half with veteran Shaqiri cutting
| into the area and Embolo tapping in what
| proved to be the winner. An almost identi-
| cal move just past the hour almost saw the
Swiss score again but Ruben Vargas’s shot
was pushed wide by keeper Andre Onana to
keep his team in the game.

Trump slams Supreme Court
for rejecting his request

DNA

WASHINGTON:  Former
President Donald Trump
has lashed out at the Su-
preme Court for unani-
mously rejecting his last-
ditch effort to block a
congressional committee
from obtaining his fed-
eral income tax returns.
The court on Tuesday
ended a three-year battle
and cleared the way for a
Democratic congression-
al committee to examine
Trump’s tax returns.

The court's ruling means
that the Treasury Depart-
ment may quickly hand over
six years of tax records from
Trump and some of his com-
panies to the House Ways

and Means Committee.
Trump responded to the
decision on Wednesday,
denouncing the top court,
three of whose justices he
appointed when he was in
office. “Shame on them!”
Trump wrote in a post on
his Truth Social account.
“Why would anybody be
surprised that the Su-
preme Court has ruled
against me, they always
do! The Supreme Court
has lost its honor, pres-
tige, and standing, & has
become nothing more
than a political body, with
our Country paying the
price,” he wrote.

Trump has nominated a
third of the justices, but his
nominees have uniformly
ruled against his requests

regarding his finances and
attempts to withhold docu-
ments from congressional
investigators.

The court decision imme-
diately raised speculation
about whether the records
Trump has so far guarded
would at some point be-
come public.

Back in 2020, the New York
Times published damning
information about Trump’s
wealth and taxes after ob-
taining tax information
about the then president
going back two decades.
According to the docu-
ments, Trump paid barely
any federal income tax. But
he has not faced any conclu-
sive legal consequences up
to now. He said once that he
was “smart” by not paying

income taxes, arguing that
if he did, the money would
be “squandered.”

Earlier this month,
Trump declared his in-
tention to seek the White
House again in 2024. One
is related to the docu-
ments taken from the
White House and found
at Mar-a-Lago, while the
other concerns the Jan. 6,
2021, attack on the Capi-
tol. On January 6, Trump
gave a provocative speech
to his supporters, refusing
to concede his election
loss to Joe Biden, and the
crowd proceeded to march
on Capitol Hill, breaching
the perimeter, attack-
ing security guards, and
sending lawmakers run-
ning for their safety.

Croatia send
Spain crashing
out of Davis Cup

DNA

MALAGA: Marin Cilic on Wednesday led Croatia into
the Davis Cup semi-finals, knocking out six-time cham-
pions Spain who were missing Carlos Alcaraz and Ra-
fael Nadal, the world's two top-ranked players. World
number 17 Cilic, a former US Open champion, fought
back to defeat 13th-ranked Pablo Carreno Busta 5-7,
6-3, 7-6 (7/5) as Croatia booked a semi-final clash
against Australia. Earlier Wednesday, Borna Coric had
set the 2005 and 2018 champions on their way, defeat-
ing Roberto Bautista Agut 6-4, 7-6 (7/4).

Cilic, 34, who made his Davis Cup debut back in 2006,
dropped the first set, gave up a break in the decider and
was 14 down in the tiebreak before triumphing after three
hours and 13 minutes on court. His 20 aces helped alleviate
the damage caused by 15 double faults as the 10,000-strong
home crowd at the Palacio de Deportes was stunned into
silence by Croatia who were runners-up to Russia in the
2021 final. "It was incredible battle," said Cilic.

However, he admitted that the absence of US Open cham-
pion Alcaraz and 22-time Grand Slam title winner Nadal
played into the hands of Croatia who had lost all of their
three previous Davis Cup meetings with Spain. "It would be
much different. Rafa has been during all his career a leader
of the team. He's one of the best Davis Cup players ever.
"Carlos, fantastic season for him. Such a pity for him to get
injured." Spain captain Sergi Bruguera lamented his team's
exit. "I think luck had a little bit of influence, and Cilic had a
little bit more today," he insisted. Coric, the world number
26, fired 14 aces past his 21st-ranked rival who he had al-
ready defeated on his way to the Cincinnati Masters title in
the summer. Bautista Agut had been on a seven-match win-
ning streak in the Davis Cup, a run stretching back to 2019.
"] just think in general I was playing very smart. When I
needed to attack, I did attack. When I needed to make a
defence, I was defensive," said Coric. "I also mixed up the
rhythm, as well, which is very important against him. I was
just very pleased with my game, to be honest."

Kane fit to

face USA:
Southgate

DOHA: Gareth Southgate says England captain Harry
Kane is fit to face the United States on Friday after his
World Cup injury scare. Kane suffered an ankle injury
in the second half of England's 6-2 win against Iran in
their Group B opener in Doha on Monday. The Totten-
ham striker, who has a long history of ankle problems,
was sent for a scan on Wednesday, sparking fears he
might be set for a spell on the sidelines. But England
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford had eased those concerns
when he revealed Kane took part in training on Wednes-
day. And Three Lions boss Southgate on Thursday said
Kane would be available for selection against the USA in
their group game at the Al Bayt Stadium. "Harry is fine.
He has worked slightly separately from the group but all
good for Friday night," Southgate told the BBC. "He had
a scan to make sure everything is fine." Southgate also
said Harry Maguire was feeling better after the Manches-
ter United centre-back was substituted having become ill
in the closing stages of the Iran match. - DNA

ISLAMABAD: German ambassador to Pakistan, Alfred Grannas enjoying
the FIFA World Cup with Pakistan made football. - DNA

SHPL appoints Azam Jamil
as Country Head for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: As a part of its mis-
sion to develop Pakistani tourism and
national identity, Siddiqi Hospitality
(Pvt.) Limited, welcomes Azam Jamil
to the company as Country Head.

“A nation’s growth and well-being of
its citizens depends on its global rep-
utation,” said Azam. “Human capital
development is key to Pakistan’s pro-
gress. The right guidance, coaching,
and leadership can empower our youth
to change the course of the nation and
I believe SHPL is the perfect platform

to bring about this change. A leader-
ship opportunity is a gift and if it con-
tributes to Pakistan, it’s a blessing.”

“This step marks a new chapter for
the tourism industry,” Junaid and
Zubair Siddiqi, co-founders of SHPL
said in a joint statement. “Azam
brings with him forty years of ex-
perience in the fields of hospitality,
tourism, and management. Guided
by Azam’s vision and leadership,
we plan to reform and elevate Pa-
kistan’s image globally and herald

a new era for Pakistani tourism.”
Azam Jamil is a dynamic and highly
accomplished professional. He has
excelled as the Operating Officer
of the Hashoo Education Division,
Corporate Director for Sales &
Marketing at Serena Hotels South
& Central Asia and later, as the
Corporate Director for Training
and Development. Azam holds
the honour of being the first
Asian elected to the Board of
Best Western in Colorado, USA.
In Pakistan, he was responsible
for the conception and execu-
tion of two gold-standard hospi-
tality schools under the Hashoo
and Akhuwat banner. - APP

ADC Sohail Khan praised the district administration and Regional Sports Officer Malakand
for holding the colourful festival. He said that Swat has always been a peaceful place and
such festivals would always be organized as we will not allow anyone to destroy the peaceful
atmosphere in District Swat, having 70 percent of the tourism potential of Pakistan

PESHAWAR: The three-day
Swat Sports and Culture
Festival organized by the
District Administration and
Regional Sports Office Swat
got underway with a color-
ful and grand opening cere-
mony at FizaGhat Mingora,
Swat. Additional Deputy
Commissioner  (General)
Sohail Ahmed Khan was the
chief guest of the opening
ceremony of the three-day
festival on this occasion.

Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (Finance) Abdul
Latif, Regional Sports Of-

ficer Swat Kashif Farhan,
Youth Officer Farhad Ali,
senior officials of the local
district administration, hun-
dreds of local and foreign
tourists and local people
were also present.

A large number of peo-
ple and artists were also
present during the musi-
cal show before the chief
guest cut a ribbon during
the formal inauguration
of the Sports and Culture
Festival in District Swat.
Speaking on the occasion,
ADC Sohail Khan praised

the district administration
and Regional Sports Officer
Malakand for holding the
colourful festival. He said
that Swat has always been
a peaceful place and such
festivals would always be
organized as we will not
allow anyone to destroy
the peaceful atmosphere
in District Swat, having 70
percent of the tourism po-
tential of Pakistan.

He invited the people
across the country to
come to Swat Valley for
the three-day festival and

also promised them full
protection and security.
Apart from musical activ-
ities, various stalls have
been set up in the festival,
children’s play area has
been arranged, music has
also been arranged. The
culture of Swat and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has been
highlighted in the festival.
The aim of the festival is to
promote winter tourism.
This is the first festival of
its kind in Swat after the
devastating floods. After
the flood and the recent

terrorist incident, the gov-
ernment and the district
administration of Swat had
decided to organize a festi-
val to end the atmosphere
of fear. A music night was
organized on the occasion
of the opening ceremo-
ny, in which artists from
local and other districts
performed their art well,
which was well appreciat-
ed by the audience.

Talking to the media, RSO
Kashif Farhan said that the
Swat Festival would prove
to be important in the pro-

motion of tourism with tour-
ists from all over the coun-
try coming to Swat to enjoy
and economic activities will
be promoted at the local
level. He said that last year,
Malam Jabba and Gabin Jab-
ba Snow Sports Festivals
were held, this year also
many sports, cultural and
other activities will be or-
ganized. He said that steps
are being taken to promote
tourism in Swat and provide
all possible facilities to tour-
ists, which are showing pos-
itive results. - APP

DG ISPR
slams India’s
unfounded
allegations...
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International Law and en-
shrined in UN Security
Council Resolutions.

“The Indian General Of-
ficer’s lofty claims and
surreal ambition is intellec-
tually insulting. Pakistan
military is a force for good
and a proponent of region-
al peace and stability. This
desire for peace, however,
is matched with our capa-
bility and preparation to
thwart any misadventure
or aggression against our
territory, an assertion com-
prehensively validated on
numerous occasions, includ-
ing recently in the Balakot
episode,” he added.

In the interest of peace for
the region, he said the In-
dian military would do well
to abstain from irrespon-
sible rhetoric and vitriolic
communication to shore up
electoral support for their
political masters’ regressive
ideology.

No objection
over landing
of helicopter..
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alert, the PTI leader said
that Imran Khan’s life is in
danger and use of a helicop-
ter is vital to ensure his safe
participation in the party’s
November 26 jalsa.

There is no justification for
creating hurdles in the land-
ing of Imran Khan’s helicop-
ter at Parade Ground after
GHQ’s NOC.

Meanwhile, the plaster to
support PTI chief Imran
Khan’s fractured leg has
been removed, his physician
Dr Khalid Niazi said.

Dr Niazi said that the
wounds on the upper part
of Khan’s lower right limb
have almost healed, while
the wounds on the lower
part will take a week to heal.
He added that Khan can
now wash his leg and put
weight on it as well. Follow-
ing the development, doc-
tors allowed Khan to travel.

President
meets Imran
Khan at....
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Meanwhile, a consultative
meeting of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ership was held under the
chairmanship of PTI supre-
mo Imran Khan at Zaman
Park. Along with other
party members, the senior
leaders of PTI including
Asad Umar, Shah Me-
hmood Qureshi and Fawad
Chaudhry also present on
the occasion.

Former prime minister and
Pakistan = Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman Imran Khan
has said that President Dr
Arif Alvi will discuss mat-
ters relating to summary
for appointment of Army
Chief. Speaking to a private
channel on Wednesday, he
said that he is in contact
with President Dr Arif Alvi
on matters pertaining to
summary for appointment

of Army Chief.
Imran Khan said that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif

held consultation with a
fugitive on Army Chief’s
appointment and he is the
chairman of a party and the
President will surely talk to
him over the summary.

The former PM said, “If
someone thinks that he will
bring his army chief to un-
leash violence, then the na-
tion will stand against him,
adding that Shehbaz Sharif
was fully involved in the Wa-
zirabad attack and Nawaz
Sharif would also know but it
is now up to Tasnim Haider
how the police would present
evidence in the court.”

Flood
recovery plan

key....
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as part of the ninth review

of the programme, but a
firm date for the review
completion is yet to be an-
nounced. The funds will be
a lifeline for the South Asian
nation, which is struggling
to convince international
markets and ratings agen-
cies that it has the funds to
meet external financing re-
quirements, including debt
repayments. Pakistan has
a $1 billion international
bond repayment due early
next month. Its total foreign
reserves with the central
bank stood at $7.9 billion as
of last week.
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ISLAMABAD: A high-pow-
er delegation constituted
by Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif would soon vis-
it Russia to negotiate any
possibility of long-term
cooperation to acquire
gas and oil, Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Pe-
troleum Division Hamid
Hameed said Thursday.
Responding to question of
legislators during Question
Hour, he said right now Rus-
sia had not offered to supply
gas to Pakistan.

He, however, said the gov-
ernment of Pakistan had
written a letter to Russian
authorities on last month,
conveying interest to the
Russian side to procure two
to three cargoes of liquefied
natural gas (LNG) for the
month of December 2022
and January next year at dis-
counted price and deferred
payment facility.

He said the Russian side
had expressed its inabili-
ty to provide the same for
these months. Replying
to another question, Ha-
mid Hameed said that 229
fields were producing oil
and gas in the country. He
said that a total of 16 new
reservoirs of oil and gas
were discovered during
the last year. He said that
some blocks for explora-
tion of oil and gas under
sea would be offered for
auction next year.

Ukraine war
to end at
negotiation
table

DNA

ANKARA: The Rus-
sia-Ukraine war will end at
the negotiation table, not
on the battlefield, Tiirki-
ye’s foreign minister said
Wednesday, highlighting the
country’s efforts to mediate
an end to the conflict.

“One way or another, this
war will end on the table.
We do not think it will end
with military gains on the
ground. Even so, there is a
risk of war that could last for
decades,” Mevlut Cavusoglu
said at a conference on Tiir-
kiye’s enterprising and hu-
manitarian foreign policy in
the capital Ankara.

Pointing to the high-level
tripartite meeting held be-
tween Tirkiye, Ukraine,
and Russia at the Antalya
Diplomacy Forum, Cavu-
soglu said: “There are new
realities in the new condi-
tions, compared to March.
It has become more com-
plex. It is not that easy, but
we should not lose hope.”
On  separate two-day
peace talks between Rus-
sian and Ukrainian dele-
gations held in Istanbul
later in March, Cavusoglu
said: “Actually, when we
gathered together in Is-
tanbul, the parties were
very close to a cease-
fire. But then, the magic
hands touched and we
saw the sides move away
from the tables.”
Stressing the importance of
Tirkiye’s policy of balance
on the Russia-Ukraine war,
he said President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan is the only
leader in NATO able to meet
equally with his Russian and
Ukrainian counterparts.

Air pollution

killed 238,000
Europeans
prematurely

DNA

PARIS: Fine particle air pol-
lution led to 238,000 prema-
ture deaths in the European
Union in 2020, the bloc’s
environmental watchdog
said Thursday, a slight rise
from the previous year. At
the same time, the overall
rate for EU countries in 2020
was 45 percent lower than in
2005, the agency said, noting
that “if this rate of decline is
maintained, the EU will reach
[its] zero pollution action plan
target before 2030.”

Across the 27-nation bloc
that year, “exposure to
concentrations of fine
particulate matter above
the 2021 World Health Or-
ganization guideline level
resulted in 238,000 prema-
ture deaths,” the European
Environment Agency said
in a new report. That was
slightly more than those
recorded in 2019 in EU, de-
spite a fall in emissions due
to Covid curbs. Fine par-
ticulate matter, or PM2.5,
is a term for fine particu-
lates that are typically the
by-product of car exhausts
or coal-fired power plants.

Anwar Ibrahim gets sworn
in as Malaysia’s 10th PM

Ibrahim’s rise to power marks a stunning comeback for a man who at
the peak of his political career was suddenly sacked and jailed by the
government of former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohammad in the 1990s

DNA

KUALA LUMPUR: Ma-
laysia’s opposition leader
Anwar Ibrahim was sworn
in as the country’s 10th
prime minister on Thurs-
day, following a days-long
post-elections deadlock,
local media reported. The
swearing-in ceremony took
place at Kuala Lumpur’s Na-
tional Palace. Ibrahim, 75,
was appointed prime min-
ister by King Sultan Abdul-
lah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa
Billah Shah five days after
the 15th general elections,
which panned out with a
hung parliament, leaving
it up to the monarch to
choose the party with the
most constituencies.

Though Ibrahim-led Alliance
of Hope, or Pakatan Hara-
pan (PH), has secured most
seats in parliament in the
Nov. 19 general elections,
it is still short of forming a

government on its own. The
PH secured 82 seats, while
former Prime Minister Mu-
hyiddin Yassinled National
Alliance or Perikatan Na-
sional (PN) got 73 seats.

It is, nonetheless, unclear
which party or alliance
Ibrahim will choose to
form the government,
which has to face a slew
of challenges lying ahead,
ranging from economy to
political stability. Earli-
er in the day, Malaysia’s
Council of Rulers decided
to back Ibrahim, a former
deputy prime minister,
as the country’s new pre-
mier, the Malaysiakini
news website reported.

On Tuesday, the king met
with the two leaders and
proposed a unity govern-
ment, which Yassin re-
jected. Later that day, the
monarch summoned eight
other council members
for a meeting to end the
deadlock. Support from

I

' Another

. the National Front, or Ba-

risan Nasional (BN), with
30 lawmakers, is seen to
be a decisive factor in the
new setup.

bloc Sarawak

Parties Alliance, or

, Gabungan Parti Sarawak

(GPS), with 23 seats, had
indicated it would support
the Yassin-led group but
was indecisive. To be the
leader of the parliament,
any party or alliance must
secure the support of at
least 112 lawmakers in a
222-seat house.

Ibrahim’s rise to power
marks a stunning comeback
for a man who at the peak of
his political career was sud-
denly sacked and jailed by
the government of former
Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad in the 1990s.
Once seen as a highly-po-
tential replacement for Ma-
hathir, he fell out with the
former “iron man” over the
handling of the Southeast

Asian country’s economy
during the famous Asian fi-
nancial crisis. Subsequently,
he was convicted and jailed
on corruption and sodomy
charges, which were wide-
ly believed to be politically
motivated. His conviction
was overturned in 2004, but
he was sentenced to prison
again in 2015 on a similar
fresh charge.

He was pardoned by the
king after Mahathir rec-
onciled with him on the
heels of a massive cor-
ruption scandal involving
then-Prime Minister Najib
Razak in 2018. Mahathir
and Ibrahim, later, joined
hands and defeated Razak’s
party in the 2018 elections,
bringing the former to the
Prime Minister’s Office
again. However, the top job
slipped from his hand again
when a deal in which then-
95-year-old Mahathir would
hand over power to Ibrahim
fell through in 2020.

Pakistan, Greece
agree to promote legal

migra
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ATHENS: Pakistan and
Greece have agreed to pro-
mote legal migration path-
ways, combat illegal migra-
tion and resolve the issues

related to the Pakistani ex-
patriates in Greece.

The agreement was reached
in the meeting between
Minister for Overseas Pa-
kistanis Sajid Hussain Turi
and Minister of Migration
and Asylum of the Hellenic

Republic, Greece, Notis Mi-
tarachi. Both sides also re-
affirmed their commitment
to continue working toward
the resolution of issues of
mutual concern.

The Minister thanked the
Greek government for its

tion pathway

g

support in flood relief and
rehabilitation efforts in Pa-
kistan. Sajid Hussain Turi
is currently on his ten-day
visit to various countries
to explore employment for
overseas Pakistanis and re-
solve their grievances.

Maduro to resume
talks with opposition

BOGOTA: The Venezuelan government and political
opposition will resume talks on Friday after having sus-
pended them for a year. The announcement was made
Wednesday by Colombian President Gustavo Petro, who
has been a key player in achieving the approach.

"On November 25 and 26, talks between (Venezuelan Pres-
ident Nicolas) Maduro's government and the Venezuelan
opposition will resume," Petro wrote on his Twitter account.
Although the details of the meeting are still unknown,
Petro announced a few days ago that the talks would in-
clude the future of political prisoners and the lifting of
US sanctions for humanitarian purposes.

US President Joe Biden’s administration has sent delega-
tions to the Venezuelan capital Caracas to discuss easing
Washington’s sanctions, a move that would help US oil gi-
ant Chevron expand its operations in Venezuela. However,
Washington said that this would only occur if the two sides
made progress in political talks.

The talks, which will take place in Mexico under the me-
diation of Norway, will also cover Venezuela’s 2024 pres-
idential elections, which the opposition has said it does
not trust as Maduro has already announced that he plans
to remain in power until 2030. - APP

PARIS: France will mobilize international support for
Ukraine in December, President Emmanuel Macron an-
nounced early on Thursday, as Russian missiles struck
multiple regions, including the capital Kyiv, on Wednes-
day. “With winter approaching, we will mobilize interna-
tional support for Ukraine on December 13 to help that
country remain resilient and to guarantee its energy ac-
cess,” Macron said on Twitter. He said major strikes
inflicted on Ukraine during the day before left much of
the country without water or electricity. “These strikes
against civilian infrastructures are war crimes and can-
not go unpunished,” Macron said.

“We will not forget Moldova, which was also affected by
water and electricity cuts,” he further said, as Moldovan
President Maia Sandu blamed Russia for widespread black-
outs in her country on the same day.= Macron recently said
he plans to speak with his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin. The French leader also accused Russia of spreading
disinformation to promote its “predatory project” in Afri-
ca. On Nov. 1, following a phone call with his Ukrainian
counterpart Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Macron said he will co-
chair a conference to support Ukraine’s civilians through-
out winter on Dec. 13 in Paris. Explosions were reported
on Wednesday in Odesa, Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhia, and
Kyiv regions of Ukraine amid air raid alerts sounding across
country due to possible Russian strikes. - DNA

Emperor Charles V's
secret code cracked

NANCY: A team of researchers has cracked a five centu-
ry-old code which reveals a rumoured French plot to kill
the Holy Roman Emperor and King of Spain Charles V.
Charles was one of the most powerful men of the 16th
century, presiding over a vast empire that took in much
of western Europe and the Americas during a reign of
more than 40 years. It took the team from the Loria re-
search lab in eastern France six months to decipher the
letter written in 1547 by the emperor to his ambassador in
France. The tumultuous period saw a succession of wars
and tensions between Spain and France, ruled at that time
by Francis I, the Renaissance ruler who brought Leonardo
da Vinci from Italy. The letter from Charles V to Jean de
Saint-Mauris had languished forgotten for centuries in the
collections of the Stanislas library in Nancy. - DNA

Sanctions Will stoke
more hostility, North
Korea warns South

PYONGYANG: North Korea
has condemned South Ko-
rea’s push to impose more
sanctions on Pyongyang,
warning Seoul that such
measures will only fuel more
hostility. On Thursday, Kim
Yo-jong, the sister of North
Korean leader Kim Jong-un
and vice department direc-
tor of the Central Commit-
tee of the Workers’ Party of
Korea, lashed out at the ad-
ministration of South Kore-
an President Yoon Suk-yeol
for seeking more independ-
ent sanctions on the North.

In a statement carried by
the North’s official KCNA,
Kim’s sister branded Yoon
and his cabinet a “faithful
dog” to the United States
and called them a bunch of
“idiots” who are parroting
Washington, warning that
such punitive measures and
pressure against Pyongyang
would add to the North’s
“hostility and anger.” “As
soon as the US talked about
its ‘independent sanctions’
against the DPRK, South
Korea parroted what the
former said,” Kim Yo-jong

said in the English-language
statement, using an abbre-
viation for the North’s offi-
cial name, the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea.
“This disgusting act shows
more clearly that the South
Korean group is a ‘faithful
dog’ and stooge of the US,”
she further said, adding,
“If they think that they can
escape from the present
dangerous situation through
‘sanctions,” they must be
really idiots as they do not
know how to live in peace
and comfort.” Kim Yojong

also described Seoul as a
“running wild dog on a bone
given by the US” and a “serv-
ant” attached to its “master.”
Her remarks came just two
days after South Korea’s For-
eign Ministry said it was re-
viewing “independent” puni-
tive measures against North
Korea, noting that sanctions
on the cyber sector were
among those considered if
Pyongyang pushes ahead
with a nuclear test. - DNA

“There are still differences on the price cap level. We need to proceed bilaterally,”
Reuters quoted an unnamed diplomat as saying. “The next meeting of ambassadors
of EU countries will be either tomorrow evening or on Friday,” diplomat added

DNA

BRUSSELS: Member states of the Euro-
pean Union have failed to reach an agree-
ment on a proposed price cap for Russian
sea-borne oil, planning to keep negotiat-
ing about the matter. Representatives of
the bloc’s 27 governments failed to agree
on a Group of Seven (G7) proposal to set
the price ceiling in the range of $65-$70
per barrel during talks in the Belgian cap-
ital of Brussels on Wednesday.

They announced plans to continue talks
on Thursday. “There are still differences
on the price cap level. We need to pro-

ceed bilaterally,” Reuters quoted an un-

named diplomat as saying on Wednesday.
“The next meeting of ambassadors of EU

countries will be either tomorrow evening
or on Friday,” the diplomat added.

The European Commission proposed that
the ceiling be set at $65 per barrel. How-
ever, Poland, Lithuania, and Estonia op-
posed the proposal, saying such a price
would be too “generous” and would leave
Moscow with too high a profit as produc-
tion costs are about $20 per barrel.

On the other hand, some other coun-
tries with major shipping industries like
Greece and Malta argue that the cap was
better to be set at around $70.

“We’re looking for ways how this can work
and how one can find a common basis so
that this can be implemented in an ideally
pragmatic and efficient way while at the
same time avoiding that this could lead to
excessive disadvantages for the countries
of the European Union,” German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz said on Wednesday.
“But for my part, I want to say that I'm
pretty confident that we’ll get this done

soon,” he stressed.

The G7, including the United States, as
well as the whole of the EU plus Australia,
intend to impose a punitive price cap on
sea-borne exports of Russian oil on Decem-
ber 5, as part of sanctions against Moscow

over its military operation in Ukraine that
began on February 24. Around 70-85 per-
cent of Russia’s crude exports are carried
by tankers rather than pipelines, and the
idea of a price cap, spearheaded by Wash-
ington, is to ban shipping, insurance and
re-insurance companies from handling car-
gos of Russian crude oil across the world,
unless it is sold at or below the price set by
the G7 and its allies. Since the onset of the

offensive, the United States and its Euro-

pean allies have imposed waves of econom-
ic sanctions against Moscow while supply-
ing large consignments of heavy weaponry
to Kiev. The Kremlin says the sanctions
and the supplies will prolong the war.

Pak greatly
values ties

with China:
Subzwari

DNA

BEIJING:
Minister
for  Mar-
itime  Af-
fairs Syed
Faisal Ali
Subzwari

said  that ‘ A0 ‘;
Pakistan greatly values its
close collaboration with Chi-
na in multiple sectors includ-
ing technology transfer, ac-
cording to a report published
by Gwadar Pro on Thursday.
Addressing the opening cer-
emony of the Second North
Bund Forum 2022 held in
Shanghai, Syed Faisal Ali
highlighted the importance
of close bilateral cooper-
ation in the shipping and
maritime industry, adding
that the country is looking
to develop digital and green
ports to better leverage its
location and enhance its po-
sition as a transit and tran-
shipment hub in the region.
The Consul General of Paki-
stan in Shanghai and other
officials also attended the
forum. With the theme of
‘Green, Intelligent and Re-
silient Global Shipping &
Aviation through Global Part-
nership’, the Forum aims to
deliberate on the promotion
of international cooperation
in the shipping and maritime
industry and propose ways
for working together to build
a more resilient and reliable
supply chain service network
and jointly promoting the
smooth operation of the in-
ternational shipping industry
amid the lingering pandemic
impact and fluctuations in the
global economic landscape.

South Korean
truckers
strike again

DNA

SEOUL: Thousands of union-
ized truck drivers in South
Korea have begun a strike,
demanding a permanent
minimum pay system for
all truckers in the industry.
Truck drivers, who brought
the country to a halt with an
another strike earlier this
year, went on strike at major
ports and container depots
on Thursday, threatening to
disrupt manufacturing and
fuel supplies for industries.
The truckers are demand-
ing that the government
make permanent a measure
known as the Safe Freight
Rate that guarantees mini-
mum cargo rates for truck
drivers to prevent danger-
ous driving and overwork.
The union is also asking the
government to support all
truckers across the indus-
tries, including oil tankers.
Despite the last strike in
June, which caused the
South Korean economy
more than $1.6 billion in
lost output, the ruling Peo-
ple Power Party rejected all
union demands other than to
extend the Safe Freight Rate
for another three years. The
truckers union is holding 16
rallies across the country,
including at a port in Ulsan
that houses Hyundai Motor’s
main manufacturing plant,
threatening to strain the
global supply chain.

Lebanon fails
again to elect
president

DNA

BEIRUT: Lebanese lawmak-
ers on Thursday failed for a
seventh time to elect a new
president as the country
grapples with a deepening
political and economic crisis.
The voting session was at-
tended by 110 lawmakers of
the 128-member parliament.
Michel Moawad, a candidate
backed by the Lebanese Forc-
es party, got 42 votes, well
short of the figure needed to
win the first round, while 50
lawmakers cast blank ballots.
Speaker Nabih Berri set the
next voting session for a
week from now, on Dec. 1.
A candidate needs two-thirds
of the vote (86 lawmakers) in
the 128-member parliament
to get through the first stage,
while an absolute majority is
needed in subsequent rounds.
Former President Michel
Aoun left office on Oct. 31 af-
ter completing a six-year term,
without lawmakers agreeing
on a successor. Since 2019,
Lebanon has been facing a
crippling economic crisis that,
according to the World Bank,
is one of the worst the world
has seen in modern times.
The country has been with-
out a fully functioning gov-
ernment since May, with
Prime Minister Najib Mikati
and his Cabinet having lim-
ited powers in their current
caretaker status.
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Briefs

BEIJING: China is willing to
work with the Pakistani side
to deepen cooperation in mil-
itary training, joint exercises
and military technology be-
tween the two militaries and
contribute new strength to
maintaining regional peace
and stability, Chinese De-
fense Ministry Spokesman,
Wu Qian said on Thursday.
“We are willing to work with
the Pakistani side to earnest-
ly implement the important
consensus reached by the
leaders of the two countries
and maintain the momen-
tum of high-level exchanges
and visits between the two
militaries, deepen coopera-
tion in military training, joint
exercises, military technolo-
gy and other fields,” he said
during his briefing held here.
He said that the Chinese side
would also work with the
Pakistani side to continue
to push bilateral pragmatic
cooperation in various fields
to a new level, inject new
impetus into the all-weather
strategic cooperative part-
nership between the two
countries, and contribute
new strength to maintaining
regional peace and stability.
The spokesman remarked
that China and Pakistan
were good friends, good
partners and good brothers.
“Under the strategic guid-
ance of the leaders of the
two countries, the two coun-
tries have always support-
ed each other and forged
ahead, demonstrating the
“iron core” friendship be-
tween China and Pakistan,”
he added. - APP

UN rights
chief says ‘full-
fledged’ crisis

underway

in Iran

WEB DESK

NEW YORK: Iran is in a “full-
fledged human rights crisis”
as authorities clamp down
on antiregime dissidents,
according to the United Na-
tions High Commissioner for
Human Rights Chief Volker
Turk. Turk called for “inde-
pendent, impartial and trans-
parent investigative process-
es” into violations of human
rights in Iran during a special
session of the UN Human
Rights Council on Thursday.

The Islamic Republic has
been gripped by a wave of
anti-government  protests
sparked by the death of Mah-
sa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurd-
ish Iranian woman detained
by the morality police in
September allegedly for not
wearing her hijab properly.

Authorities have since un-
leashed a deadly crackdown
on demonstrators, with re-
ports of forced detentions
and physical abuse being
used to target the country’s
Kurdish minority group. In
a recent CNN investigation,
covert testimony revealed
sexual violence against pro-
testers, including boys, in
Iran’s detention centers
since the start of the unrest.

Two dead as
storm closes
schools, cuts

road to Mecca

RIYADH: At least two peo-
ple died on Thursday as
heavy rains hit western
Saudi Arabia, including the
coastal city of Jeddah, de-
laying flights and forcing
schools to close, officials
said. “Two deaths have been
recorded so far, and we call
on everyone not to go out
unless necessary,” the Mec-
ca regional government said
on its Twitter page.

The Mecca region includes
Jeddah, the kingdom’s sec-
ond-largest city of roughly
four million people, and
Mecca city, the holiest city
in Islam where millions per-
form the hajj and umrah pil-
grimages each year.

The road connecting the two,
which many pilgrims use to
reach Mecca, was closed on
Thursday once the rains be-
gan, state media reported,
although it was later reo-
pened, authorities said. The
state-affiliated Al-Ekhbariya
channel showed footage of
worshippers at the Grand
Mosque in Mecca circling
the Kaaba - the cubic struc-
ture that is the focal point of
Islam - under a heavy down-
pour. - Agencies
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ISLAMABAD' Minster Shahza Fatima Khawaja, Ambassador of Bosnia Sakib Foric, and others cutting cake to celebrate National Day
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. A large number of guests hailing from various walks of life attended the reception. — DNA

Afghans sedating hungry
children and selling organs

At a local pharmacy, we found that you can buy five tablets of the drugs
being used for 10 Afghanis (about 10 US cents), or price of a piece of bread

MonrtTorING DESK

KABUL: Afghans are giving their hungry children medi-
cines to sedate them - others have sold their daughters and
organs to survive. In the second winter since the Taliban
took over and foreign funds were frozen, millions are a step
away from famine. “Our children keep crying, and they
don’t sleep. We have no food,” Abdul Wahab said.

“So we go to the pharmacy, get tablets and give them to our
children so that they feel drowsy.” He lives just outside Herat,
the country’s third largest city, in a settlement of thousands
of little mud houses that has grown over decades, filled with
people displaced and battered by war and natural disasters.
Abdul is among a group of nearly a dozen men who gathered
around us. We asked, how many were giving drugs to their
children to sedate them? “A lot of us, all of us,” they replied.

Ghulam Hazrat felt in the pocket of his tunic and pulled out
a strip of tablets. They were alprazolam - tranquilisers usu-
ally prescribed to treat anxiety disorders. Ghulam has six
children, the youngest a year old. “I even give it to him,” he
said. Others showed us strips of escitalopram and sertraline
tablets they said they were giving their children. They are
usually prescribed to treat depression and anxiety.

Doctors say that when given to young children who do
not get adequate nutrition, drugs such as these can cause
liver damage, along with a host of other problems like
chronic fatigue, sleep and behaviour disorders. At a local
pharmacy, we found that you can buy five tablets of the
drugs being used for 10 Afghanis (about 10 US cents), or
the price of a piece of bread. Most families we met were
sharing a few pieces of bread between them each day.
One woman told us they ate dry bread in the morning,
and at night they dipped it in water to make it moist.

The UN has said a humanitarian “catastrophe” is now un-
folding in Afghanistan. A majority of the men in the area
outside Herat work as daily wage labourers. They have
been leading difficult lives for years. But when the Talib-
an took over last August, with no international recognition
for the new de-facto government, foreign funds flowing into
Afghanistan were frozen, triggering an economic collapse
which left the men with no work on most days. On the rare
day they do find work, they make roughly 100 Afghanis, or
just over $1 (£0.83). Everywhere we went, we found people
being forced to take extreme steps to save their families
from hunger. Ammar (not his real name) said he had sur-
gery to remove his kidney three months ago and showed us
a nine-inch scar - stitch marks still a bit pink - running across
his abdomen from the front of his body to the back. He’s in
his twenties, in what should have been the prime of his life.
We're hiding his identity to protect him.

Saudi Arabia’s
non-oil exports
increased by 13.1

RIYADH: The General Authority for Statis-
tics (GASTAT) released today on its official
website the International Trade report for
September 2022. The Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia’s overall merchandise exports
increased by 30.9% in September 2022,
compared to September 2021. The value of
exports amounted to SAR 124.7 billion in
September 2022, up from SAR 95.2 billion
in September 2021. This increase originat-
ed mainly from oil exports, which rose by
SAR 30.3 billion or 43.4% in the same peri-
od. Non-oil exports (excluding re-exports)
increased by 9.7%, compared to Septem-
ber 2021, increasing to SAR 21.6 billion
from SAR 19.7 billion in September 2021.
Non-oil exports (including re-exports) de-
creased compared to August 2022 by SAR
2.4 billion or 8.8%, while declining by 0.8
billion (-3.7%) if re-exports are excluded.
Merchandise imports increased by 26.9%
(SAR 12.7 billion) in September 2022. The
value of imports amounted to SAR 60.0 bil-
lion in September 2022 compared to SAR
47.3 billion in September 2021. Imports
also decreased compared to August 2022
by SAR 3.5 billion or 5.4%. According to
the International Trade report for the Third
Quarter (Q3) 2022, the overall merchan-
dise exports increased by 46.1% in Q3 2022
compared to Q3 2021. The value of exports
amounted to SAR 399.7 billion in Q3 2022,
up from SAR 273.6 billion in Q3 2021. This
increase originated mainly from oil exports,
which rose by SAR 117.1 billion or 57.3% in
the same period. The share of oil exports
in total exports increased from 74.6% in Q3
2021 to 80.4% in Q3 2022. Compared to Q2
2022, total merchandise exports decreased
by SAR 30.8 billion or 7.1%. - APP
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ISLAMABAD Ambassador of Ethiopia Jemal Bekar Abdula calls on FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari. — DNA

FM Bilawal meets the Qatari
and Ethiopian Ambassadors

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Peoples
Party, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari met Qatar’s ambassador to Paki-
stan, Sheikh Saud bin Abdul Rahman bin
Faisal Al Thani. FM Chairman Bilawal
congratulated the Ambassador on Qatar
organising the FIFA World Cup 2022. The
Ambassador of Qatar invited FM Chairman

Bilawal to watch the FIFA World Cup in Qa-
tar. FM Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said that Pa-
kistan values its relations with Qatar. The
historic relations between the two coun-
tries are based on Islamic brotherhood,
mutual trust and cooperation.

Jemal Beker, the first Resident Ambassador
of Ethiopia to Pakistan also met FM Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari. During the meeting, FM Bi-
lawal welcomed Ethiopia for opening its em-
bassy in Pakistan and welcomed the renewal

of diplomatic relations between Pakistan and
Ethiopia. The Foreign Minister welcomed
the launch of direct flights in collaboration
with Pakistan's national airline, PIA and
Ethiopian Airlines. The Ambassador of Ethi-
opia thanked the Government of Pakistan,
especially the Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, for providing support in
opening the embassy. Ethiopia opened its
embassy in Pakistan during the tenure of
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

That equates to three Covid deaths in every million in China, compared with 3,000 per million in
US and 2,400 per million in the UK, although direct comparisons between countries are difficult

NEews DESK

BEIJING: China has recorded its highest num-
ber of daily Covid cases since the pandemic
began, despite stringent measures designed
to eliminate the virus. Several major cities in-
cluding the capital Beijing and southern trade
hub Guangzhou are experiencing outbreaks.
Wednesday saw 31,527 cases recorded com-
pared with an April peak of 28,000. The
numbers are still tiny for a country of 1.4
billion people and officially just over 5,200
have died since the pandemic began.
That equates to three Covid deaths in every
. million in China, compared with 3,000 per mil-

lion in the US and 2,400 per million in the UK,
although direct comparisons between coun-
tries are difficult. While China’s zero-Covid
policy has clearly saved lives, it has also dealt
a punishing blow to the economy and ordinary
people’s lives. The country slightly relaxed
some of those restrictions a few weeks ago. It
cut quarantine for close contacts from seven
days in a state facility to five days and three
days at home, and stopped recording sec-
ondary contacts which allowed many more
people to avoid having to quarantine.

Officials have also sought to avoid enforcing
blanket lockdowns of the kind endured by the
largest city, Shanghai, earlier this year. But
faced with a renewed surge in cases in Bei-

jing, as well as the first deaths from the virus
in months, officials have already implement-
ed some restrictions in several districts, with
shops, schools and restaurants closed. The
central city of Zhengzhou is also to enforce
an effective lockdown for 6 million residents
from Friday, officials announced.

It follows violent protests at a vast industrial
complex belonging to iPhone manufacturer
Foxconn. The firm has apologised for a
“technical error” in its payment systems.
Other stories of suffering and desperation
have been shared online where they have
fuelled public resentment. Last week, re-
ports that a baby in Zhengzhou died because
her medical care was delayed by Covid re-

strictions prompted a huge outcry. Among
some of the most severe responses to Covid
this year: In January, in the tourist hub city of
Xi’an, population 13 million, some residents
were forced out of their homes in a midnight
eviction and bussed to quarantine facilities,
while disturbing claims surfaced of people
unable to get crucial medical attention In
March, the lockdown announced in Shang-
hai was meant to last less than a week but
its 25 million residents stayed home for two
months In September, residents in locked
down Chengdu found themselves trapped in
their apartments during an earthquake. Else-
where, rescue workers were required to do
a Covid test before they could save anyone.
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French
lawmakers
to vote on

banning

bullfighting

PARIS: French MPs are ex-
pected to vote for the first
time Thursday on whether
to ban bullfighting after a
national debate that has
pitched animal rights’ de-
fenders against fans of the
traditional blood sport.
Though public opinion is
firmly in favour of outlaw-
ing the practice, the bill is
expected to be rejected by a
majority of lawmakers who
are wary about stirring up
the bullfighting heartlands
in the south of the country.
There is also a chance that
the legislation, proposed by
a vegan left-wing lawmaker,
fails to be presented for a
vote in the National Assem-
bly at the last minute.

“We need to go towards a
conciliation, an exchange,”
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron said on Wednesday,
adding that he did not expect
the draft law to pass. “From
where I am sitting, this is not
a current priority.” His gov-
ernment has urged members
of the ruling centrist coali-
tion not to support the text
from the opposition France
Unbowed party, even though
many members are known to
personally favour it.

During a first debate on the
parliament’s law commis-
sion last week, a majority
voted against the proposal
by MP Aymeric Caron, who
denounced the “barbarism”
of a tradition that was im-
ported from Spain in the
1850s. “Caron has antag-
onised people instead of
trying to smooth it over,”
a lawmaker from Macron’s
party told AFP on condition
of anonymity. - APP

Indonesian
rescuers
race to find

dozens
missing

CIANJUR: Indonesian au-
thorities deployed heavy ma-
chinery, helicopters and thou-
sands of personnel Thursday
in a desperate effort to lo-
cate dozens trapped in rub-
ble by an earthquake that
killed 272 people, as hopes
of finding survivors faded.
Some have been pulled alive
from the hulk of twisted met-
al and concrete in dramatic
rescues in the town of Cian-
jur in West Java, including a
six-year-old boy who spent
two days under the wreck-
age without food or water.
Officials said 39 people were
still missing and believed
trapped, including a seven-
year-old girl, as rescue efforts
were delayed by hammering
rains and aftershocks. But
the rescue of the young
boy Azka alive, captured
on video, gave relatives
and rescuers some hope.
“Once we realised Azka
was alive everybody broke
into tears, including me,”
28-year-old local volunteer
Jeksen Kolibu told AFP on
Thursday. “It was very mov-
ing, it felt like a miracle.”

In the worst-hit district of
Cugenang, scores of rescue
workers drilled on Thursday
through big slabs of con-
crete and removed roof tiles
at a destroyed house where
they believed a young girl
was buried. - APP

Spanish PM
sets sights
on int’l role

MADRID: Spanish Prime
Minister Pedro Sanchez will
on Sunday become president
of an international socialist
grouping, a potential spring-
board to a major post on the
world stage. A year before
a general election in Spain,
which polls suggest he will
struggle to win, Sanchez is
the only candidate to head
the Socialist International
(SI) - an umbrella group of
132 centre-left parties from
around the world.

The telegenic 50-year-old
will take over the reins of
the SI, which is gathering in
Madrid this weekend, from
former Greek prime minister
George Papandreou. “While
symbolic... this post could be
a way (for Sanchez) to regain
credit among voters by pre-
senting himself as influential
on the world stage,” said Pab-
lo Simon, political science
professor at the Carlos III
University “But it also could
be that he plans on capitalis-
ing on this network of inter-
national contacts” which the
post offers to “play a promi-
nent role later” in a top global
body, he added. - APP
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