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COP27: PM highlights 
Pakistan’s climate 

change vulnerabilities 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif  Monday said that the international 
community must come together to create a 
common charter for the survival of the planet. 
The prime minister, in a meeting with the 
President of the United Arab Emirates Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan on the side-
lines of the COP 27 Summit here, welcomed 
the commitment of the international com-
munity, especially the Islamic world, to the 
goals and objectives of the COP 27 confer-
ence. The prime minister thanked the UAE 
leadership and people for their generous 
assistance to the flood victims in Pakistan.
He termed the commitment of COP 27 as a 
good omen to combat the effects of climate 
change.  Dealing with the effects of climate 
change was not for developing countries 
alone, he added. During the interaction,  
the two leaders agreed to work togeth-
er for common goals of mutual interest. 
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Ukraine 
warns of 

more attacks
DNA

K Y I V / WA S H I N G T O N : 
U k r a i n e ’ s 
P r e s i d e n t 
Vo l o d y my r 
Z e l e n s k i y 
w a r n e d 
against more 

potential Russian attacks on 
energy infrastructure, while 
the mayor of Kyiv urged res-
idents to consider preparing 
to leave temporarily if the 
capital lost water and power 
supplies. In regular night-
ly remarks, Zelenskiy said 
Russia was “concentrating 
forces and means for a pos-
sible repetition of mass at-
tacks on our infrastructure. 
First of all, energy.” More 
than 4.5 million consumers 
were already without power, 
he added, amid concerns 
that support for Ukraine 
could waver as the war’s 
impact on energy and food 
prices persists into winter.

British HC 
calls on 

Ahsan Iqbal
DNA

ISLAMABAD: British High 
Commission-
er to Islama-
bad Christian 
Turner Mon-
day called on 
the Federal 

Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment & Special Initiatives 
Ahsan Iqbal and discussed 
matters of mutual interest 
and bilateral cooperation in 
various fields. The Minister, 
while talking to the High 
Commissioner, said that 
Pakistan had long-standing 
historic ties with the Unit-
ed Kingdom and relations 
between the two countries 
needed to be further in-
creased for the mutual ben-
efit of the two sides.

Women play 
key role in 

development
DNA

PESHAWAR: Special As-
sistant to 
KP Chief 
Minister on 
Information, 
B a r r i s t e r 
Saif on Mon-

day said that women can 
play a key role in develop-
ment.  Addressing the par-
ticipants of a five-day elec-
tronic media workshop on 
“Freedom of Expression: 
Media Freedom and Safety 
of Journalists” that was or-
ganized by the Women Me-
dia Center in collaboration 
with the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, USA.

Briefs

SC takes notice 
of Swati’s leaked 

video matter
Khayam abbasi

 

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court of 
Pakistan has taken notice of PTI Sen-
ator Azam Swati’s alleged video leak 
case. When Senator Swati reached Su-
preme Court on Monday to meet Chief 
Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial, 
he got involved in a verbal spat with 
police officials who tried to stop the 
senator from entering the court with-
out permission. However, the CJP 
called for Swati and the latter went 
straight to the rostrum. Chief Justice 
of Pakistan Bandial told Swati that 
court’s human rights cell was look-
ing into his case. He remarked that 
everyone was sad on the leaked vid-
eo issue. He said that the SC cell had 
started investigation on the matter. 
The top judge, however, asked Swati: 

Continued on Page 06

SC intervenes
for the FIR
registration

special correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Mon-
day directed Inspector General of Punjab Po-
lice Faisal Shahkar to register a first informa-
tion report on the assassination attempt on 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan in Wazirabad.
On Monday night, an FIR was registered in 
City Police Station, Wazirabad. According to 
sources, the FIR was registered against arrest-
ed culprit Naveed on murder and terrorism 
charges. However, the FIR did not mention 
names of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Inte-
rior Minister Rana Sanaullah or Army Officer, 
who Imran Khan and PTI have been alleging to 
have been behind the murder attempt.
The orders were issued by the Supreme Court 
while hearing the contempt of court plea filed 
against the former prime minister by the govern-
ment over his long march to Islamabad. At the 
outset of hearing, Justice Bandial condemned 
assassination attempt on Khan’s life and asked 
his lawyer Salman Akram Raja whether an FIR 
was registered as of yet. “I am not aware about 
the FIR. An attempt was made to register an 
FIR but I don’t think it has been registered as 
of yet,” said Raja. At this, CJP Bandial lamented 
that it’s been more than 90 hours since the at-
tack took place and FIR was yet to be registered. 

Continued on Page 06

FIR registered in Wazirabad City PS 
against arrested culprit; has no mention 
of PM, Interior Minister or Army officer

PM greets 
Azerbaijan 

president on 
Victory Day

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan Shehbaz 
Sharif has congratulated 
President of the Republic 
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
on ‘Victory Day’ which 
signifies resilience, cour-
age and national cohesion. 
May the commemoration 
of this day usher in an era 
of lasting pease and pros-
perity in the Causasus re-
gion, PM Shehbaz said.

MBS likely to 
visit Pakistan 
this month
staff report

ISLAMABAD: Saudi crown 
prince Mohammad Bin Sal-
man is likely to visit Paki-
stan later this month, during 
which Pakistan hopes to get 
a $4.2 billion bailout package 
from Saudi Arabia. Diplomat-
ic sources privy to the mat-
ter said that Prince Salman 
is expected to visit Pakistan 
on November 21, adding 
that a special security team 
of Kingdom will arrive in Pa-
kistan to take a final look at 
the security arrangements 
regarding the prince’s visit.
Moreover, during the visit 
Pakistan hopes to get a $4.2 
billion bailout package, and 
numerous Pakistan-Saudi 
petroleum agreements are 
being finalised for signing.
The Saudi Kingdom will also 
assist in the establishment 
of a modern oil refinery in 
Gwadar at a cost of 10 bil-
lion dollars while the Chi-
nese companies will run the 
refinery’s operations after 
the completion of project.

comment

ansar m bhatti

P TI Chairman 
Imran Khan’s 
press talk on 

November 6, 2022 
can be regarded as 
a classic example of 
politicians’ helpless-
ness they have been 
faced with perhaps 
ever since the creation of this country. 
Despite being the head of the leading po-
litical party and a former prime minister 
he has not been able to get his First In-
formation Report registered (FIR). The 
irony of the fact is that he had to face 
this unseemly situation in the province 
where his own party happens to be at 
the helm of the affairs. The Supreme 
Court of Pakistan then had to intervene 
to get the FIR registered.
However, after this episode it became 
quite evident for Imran Khan and his 
party that Ch. Pervez Elahi appeared to 
be the Chief Minister sans authority. Or, 
he was playing on both sides of the wick-
et. This also remains a  fact the situation 
was still the same when Imran Khan 
was the prime minister but since at that 

time he and his government were enjoy-
ing the benevolence of ‘powers-that-be’ 
therefore all was considered well. The 
PTI used to take pride in the fact that 
it was on the same page with the Estab-
lishment, a nexus which, according to it, 
had brought ‘peace and stability’ in the 
country. Now they are at daggers drawn 
simply because the same page arrange-
ment is not available anymore.
Imran Khan, ever since his ouster, has 
been selling the idea that he won’t ac-
cept a weak government and would pre-
fer to sit in the opposition if he does not 
get a two-thirds majority in the coming 
elections.  Probably, he wants to make a 
point here that there is no reason in ac-
cepting the government if the chief exec-
utive has no powers. Here lies a contra-
diction between what he says and what 
he actually practices. He had pointed out 
in his press conference that the actual 
authority in Punjab lied somewhere else. 
If it would be a matter of weak control or 
no authority at all, then the non regis-
tration of his FIR was a good excuse for 
him to call it a day in Punjab. He would 
have got rid of the Punjab government 
soon after his own police refused to 
register his FIR. Ostensibly, his action 
would have earned him more respect 
and credibility. But he has not risen to 

the occasion simply because he knows 
the success of his long march largely 
depends upon the Punjab government. If 
he loses Punjab, it means he loses the 
trump card, making things difficult for 
him in terms of holding of early or even 
on time the general elections. 
All said and done, there are some en-
couraging aspects of Imran Khan’s re-
sistance as well. For sure, he will be re-
membered for putting up stiff resistance 
to the forces of the status quo. He needs 
full marks for becoming the voice to 
those who could never dare to challenge 
these forces. Many people genuinely be-
lieve that something good will come out 
of what is happening these days. 
But there is no dearth of people who 
are of the view that once the ‘same 
page’ arrangement stands revived, the 
forces of status quo shall again prevail 
and life would then go on as usual. At 
one point, nobody could even imagine 
that Nawaz Sharif and his party could 
come to power again. Same goes for 
the PPP as well. Both these parties are 
not just in power but they are sharing 
power, which is not less than a miracle 
keeping in view past animosity between 
these parties. So who knows that in the 
coming days PTI shall again be calling 
the shots and PML N and PPP would be 

on roads demanding justice for them!! 
Unfortunately this very vicious circle 
has been impeding Pakistan’s march to-
wards self-reliance and progress. 
As regards the crisis in question, the 
feasible way to get out of the quag-
mire turns out to be the elections. The 
outcome of the elections may not suit 
some forces but any unwarranted move 
to stop people from exercising their 
will, might further push things towards 
the precipice. If things go beyond con-
trol then possibility of intervention of 
the third force cannot be ruled out.  All 
stakeholders need to rise above their 
petty interests and join hands for the 
ultimate good of this country.
Imran Khan has conditionally agreed 
to the Prime Minister proposal to con-
stitute a full court commission to probe 
the Wazirabad firing incident. He is of 
the view that a fair inquiry cannot take 
place if three persons he had nominat-
ed including the PM, Interior Minister 
and spy agency official were not removed 
from their posts. This demand, for sure, 
will not be acceptable for the govern-
ment therefore the idea of formation 
of the full court commission may never 
see the light of the day. Even if such a 
commission is formed, there is a strong 
possibility that the probe will never be 

completed. The assassination of Bena-
zir Bhutto on December 27, 2007, still 
remains a mystery despite the fact that 
her own party remained in power for five 
years after her murder. 
As per the revised schedule, PTI long 
march will now reach Rawalpindi some-
where around November 20 or 21 when 
the Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister Muhammed bin Salman is due to 
visit Islamabad. If the MBS visit and the 
long march take place at the same time 
then a govt-PTI face-off will become im-
minent. Probably that is the reason the 
government has so far not approved any 
PTI sit-in or rally in Islamabad. Despite 
all ifs and buts, Saudi Arabia has always 
proved a friend indeed for Pakistan. It had 
extended maximum possible support to 
the PTI government as well despite that 
fact that PTI government and Saudi Ara-
bia relations always remained tense. How-
ever it does mean that the former ruling 
party should play any role to sabotage the 
visit simply because Saudis had estranged 
relations with the PTI government. The 
government on its part ought to engage 
with the PTI seriously and must not try 
to put out fire with petrol. This approach 
would only multiply our woes. A better 
sense needs to prevail for the country 
cannot afford any further escalation. 

Imran Khan needs to rise to the occasion

Wazirabad incident

PTI revises long 
march schedule

abid raza

LAHORE: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
has changed the schedule of its long march 
for a third time, announcing that the march 
would resume on Thursday from Wazirabad – 
exactly from the point he brushed with death.
PTI chief Imran on Sunday announced that his 
party will be returning to the streets to resume 
its long march on Islamabad, which was dis-
rupted after an attempt on his life, from Tues-
day (today). However, earlier Monday Imran 
announced that the march dubbed as ‘Haqeeqi 
Azadi March’ will resume on Wednesday, in-
stead of Tuesday as scheduled earlier.
Hours after his announcement, PTI leader 
Faisal Javed in a tweet announced that he 
party’s long march will resume on Novem-
ber 10, Thursday at 2pm from Wazirabad. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman and former prime minister Imran 
Khan, expressing his thoughts while meet-
ing with the delegation of the journalists, 

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan urges President Alvi 
to ‘act now’ to stop abuse of power

Protestors block 
Islamabad’s 

entry-exit points
shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) protestors have closed the 
entry and exit points of Islamabad in 
protest against PTI chief Imran Khan’s 
assassination attempt during a long 
march in Wazirabad. PTI workers have 
blocked the main highway in protest on 
the Motorway (M2) near the New Islam-
abad Airport. Protestors have closed 
Rawat, Shamasabad, Bakery Chowk, 
Khanna Pul, and Main Expressway 
near Koral and Thaalian by burning 
tires.  While the Taxila road from Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) to Islamabad has 

Continued on Page 06

Pak welcomes 
adoption of UN 
summit agenda

dna
SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Pakistan has 
welcomed the adoption by UN Climate 
Summit of its proposed agenda item 
“Matters relating to funding arrange-
ments for loss and damage”. This was 
stated by Pakistan’s ambassador to the 
United Nations and Chairman Group of 
77 and China, Mumir Akram in his re-
marks at the opening session of UN Cli-
mate Summit at Sharm el-Sheikh. The 
agenda item was proposed by Pakistan 
on behalf of the Group of 77 and China, 

Continued on Page 06

‘Will quit politics, if 
IK proves 4 bullets’

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior 
Rana Sanaullah Khan on Monday challenged 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chief that if 
it will prove that Imran Khan received four 
bullets, then he (Sanaullah) will quit poli-
tics forever.  Talking to journalists outside 
parliament, he said that the government is 
ready to be a part of investigations of attack 
on Imran Khan, if wishes so to nominate the 
Prime Minster and Interior Minister. 
He demanded fair medical checkup of Imran 
Khan from an impartial medical board for in-
vestigations and verification, if he received 
four bullet wounds. He said the institution 
of Pakistan Army is disciplined institute and 
no one can deviate from the official policy 

of the institution and if someone dares to 
do so, he or she will have to face the con-
sequences.  Regarding extension of Army 
Chief, the statement of Director General 
ISPR is sufficient, said the interior minister. 
He said the provincial government is insti-
gating chunk of people to protest and the 
Punjab police is facilitating the protesters. 
“Imran Khan took three names because he 
wants anarchy in the country” said Rana 
Sanaullah adding that using Judiciary and 
Pak army for personal politics is devastating 
for the country. He said accused of an attack 
on Imran Khan, Naveed was arrested with 

Continued on Page 06

Victory Day of azerbaijan

ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest Defence Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif, Israr Tareen 
Minister for Defence Production, Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov 

and others cutting cake to mark Victory Day of Azerbaijan. – DNA
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staff report

RAWALPINDI: The cur-
rent political and econom-
ic uncertainty of the coun-
try is very disturbing, the 
situation has reached such 
a level that urgent steps 
should be taken, the au-
thorities should consider 
this as an SOS call from 

the business community.
In a joint statement, the 
business representatives 
and chamber officials at 
the Rawalpindi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI), in an emergent 
meeting here on Monday, 
demanded that the cur-
rent uncertainty requires 
that all parties sit at the 
table and find a solution 

to pull country out of cri-
ses and bring normalcy so 
that trade activities can 
be restored. The meeting 
was chaired by President 
RCCI Saqib Rafiq and 
Group Leader Sohail Al-
taf, and Senior Vice Pres-
ident Muhammad Hamza 
Sarosh, Vice President 
Faisal Shehzad, Anjuman 
Tajran representatives 

Shahid Ghafoor Paracha, 
President Small Cham-
ber Tariq Jadoon, Shar-
jeel Mir, Nadeem Sheikh, 
Sheikh Hafeez, Taj Abbasi, 
Zahid Bakhtavari and oth-
ers were present. Presi-
dent Saqib Rafiq said that 
uncertainty has brought 
business and the entire 
economic system into a 
state of stagnation, with 

protests, sit-ins and long 
marches affecting the twin 
cities the most.
RCCI former president and 
group leader Sohail Altaf 
said that political mistrust 
and polarization have led 
the country to such a point 
that if timely measures are 
not taken, it is impossible 
to return, we have to think 
for the country beyond po-
litical affiliation. Shahid 
Ghafoor Paracha said that 
business activities are in 
decline, Taj Abbasi said 
that the country has to be 
taken out of confrontation. 
Nadeem Sheikh, Zahid 
Bakhtavari and Sheikh Ha-
feez while showing grave 
concern added that all the 
stakeholders should re-
alize their responsibility. 
Tariq Jadoon said that we 
all have to come together 
to get out of the crisis, 
Sharjeel Mir said that po-
litical tolerance has to be 
demonstrated.

Business Community wants urgent 
steps to end political uncertainty

Imran intends to 
push country to 
civil war: ANP

ISLAMABAD:  Turkish ambassador to Pakistan Prof. Dr. Mehmet Paçacı calls on Federal minister 
for religious affairs, Mufti Abul SHakoor. - DNA

our correspondent 
PESHAWAR:Awami National Party 
(ANP) Secretary General Mian Iftikhar 
Hussain on Monday said that PTI lead-
er Imran Khan made the incident of fir-
ing during PTI’s march controversial as 
he intended to push the country to civil 
war, chaos, and unrest. Addressing a 
press conference here, he condemned 
the incident of firing in the PTI gather-
ing in Wazirabad and demanded a trans-
parent investigation into the incident, 
adding that though they have political 
differences with Imran and his party but 
ANP never supported violence against 
anyone. He said that the use of force for 
political motives was not acceptable but 
the language used by Imran Khan was 
also not appropriate but rather tanta-
mount to pushing the country towards 
unrest and political turmoil. The ANP 
leader demanded a high-level investiga-
tion into the incident of firing and mak-
ing the facts public, adding leveling ac-
cusations and putting forward demands 
before the investigation was unjustified. 
Iftikhar said Imran Khan should realize 
that he could not become prime minis-
ter again by staging a protest and mak-
ing the institutions controversial for his 
political motives. “How is it possible 
that when Imran was the prime min-

ister everything was right but all of a 
sudden every institution including the 
Election Commission becomes contro-
versial after he was de-thrown by the 
parliament,” he questioned. He said all 
the political parties of the country de-
manded transparent re-election before 
the no-confidence move against Imran 
Khan but the PTI government was 
mocking the just demand of PDM.
He said that Imran Khan defamed de-
mocracy and disrespected the sanctity 
of the parliament during his govern-
ment while also victimizing political 
rivals. Now when Imran Khan has been 
ousted through a democratic process 
he was now claiming himself to be a 
supporter of democracy and made the 
state institutions controversial for po-
litical gains. Commenting on register-
ing of FIR in the firing incident, the 
ANP leader said despite remaining 
three – years in power, Imran Khan 
was still not aware of the law and con-
stitution, adding PTI was in power 
in Punjab and still, the FIR into the 
incident was not lodged. He said how 
could it be possible that without reg-
istration of FIR the investigation into 
the incident could be initiated and cul-
prits arrested. Referring to the leaked 
video of Azam Swati, the ANP central 
leader condemned the scam and said 
that the privacy of a person should 

not be breached for political motives, 
adding FIA in its forensic report has 
declared the video fake however an 
investigation should be conducted for 
the satisfaction of the affected person 
and his family. Regarding the assas-
sination of renowned journalist Ar-
shad Sharif, he said the investigation 
report should be made public. Mian 
Iftikhar further said ANP believes 
that every institution should work in 
its own constitutional ambit and Par-
liament should be allowed to take po-
litical decisions. Referring to unrest 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, he said the 
re-emergence of Taliban in different 
areas of the province was alarming 
as the people were being kidnapped 
for ransom while extortionists were 
openly demanding money from trad-
ers and the business community. 
He said ANP fully endorses holding 
dialogue with all forces but it should 
not be done without taking the par-
liament into confidence and keeping 
those who lost their loved ones in the 
war against terror in dark about the 
dialogue process.
He said ANP demands the terms and 
conditions related to dialogue with 
the Taliban should be made public 
and people should be informed that 
in which capacity did the KP govern-
ment spokesman attend the dialogue?

abid raza

LAHORE :Adviser to Prime 
Minister and Federal Min-
ister for National Heritage 
and Culture Division Engi-
neer Amir Muqam  said that 
Imran Khan was politicizing 
everything just to keep his 
politics alive. Addressing a 
press conference here on 
Monday, he said that it was 
very unfortunate that PTI 
chairman’s agenda was to 
destabilize the country. “In 
current political situation 
a question arises that what 
Imran Khan will get by cre-
ating chaotic situation and 
by tarnishing the image 
of country’s institutions.” 
Amir Muqam said Imran 
Khan was continuously 
misleading people and tell-
ing lies to them.
He further said that first 
he misguided people over 
cipher issue and later the 
murder of journalist Arshad 

Sharif was politicized which 
was condemnable. He said 
that Imran Khan was in hab-
it of leveling baseless alle-
gations and he did not care 
about the consequences. He 
said, “There should be an 
inquiry of firing incident so 
that people come to know 
real facts.” He said a point 
to be pondered is as to why 
Imran Khan had not visited 

public hospital in Wazira-
bad to get first aid, rather 
he preferred to go Shaukat 
Khanum for which he had to 
travel for about three hours.
He alleged that Imran Khan 
was using all negative tac-
tics just to gain sympathies 
of people and to get power. 
He said Imran Khan should 
understand that he was not 
serving the country by leve-

ling baseless allegations on 
the institutions. “In Punjab 
there is government of PTI 
but still they are pointing 
figures at others which 
is ridiculous”, he added. 
He said that appointment 
of new chief of army staff 
would be made as per law 
and the constitution and 
next general elections 
would be held on time. 
He said that Imran Khan 
should look at four years’ 
performance of his govern-
ment ,adding that he made 
life of  people more difficult. 
He said PML-N and its allies 
were putting in their efforts 
to ensure economic stability 
in the country,adding that 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif was making tireless 
efforts to raise the image 
of the country at interna-
tional level. To a question, 
he said, “PML-N believes in 
strengthening democratic 
process in the country.”

Imran Khan politicizing 
everything : Amir Muqam

NIH for strict 
measures 
to control 
seasonal 
influenza

dna
ISLAMABAD:The Na-
tional Institute of Health 
(NIH) has asked the 
health authorities and 
other stakeholders for en-
suring timely preventive 
and control measures for 
seasonal influenza.
According to NIH, health au-
thorities have been advised 
for adopting measures en-
compassing preparedness 
to deal with the increased 
workload expected in the 
outpatient and in-patient de-
partments during the next 
few months.
The institute has also is-
sued an advisory for the 
prevention and control of 
seasonal influenza in the 
wake of the expected up-
surge of influenza cases 
in different parts of the 
country.
The advisory discussed 
that influenza (season-
al f lu) can spread from 
person-to-person through 
coughing or sneezing or 
can contaminate hands 
or other surfaces. It 
said that patients with 
chronic diseases (such 
as asthma, diabetes, car-
diac and lungs diseases, 
etc.) pregnant women, 
elderly people, and chil-
dren under five years 
are at higher risk of de-
veloping severe or com-
plicated diseases.
The advisory said that 
vaccination is the most 
effective way to prevent 
infection and severe out-
comes caused by influen-
za viruses, particularly in 
high-risk groups.

Science, Technology varsity to be 
established in Kurrum District 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Overseas Pakistanis 
and Human Resource Devel-
opment Sajid Hussain Turi 
announced that a science and 
technology varsity would be 
established at Kurrum Dis-
trict of the ex-FATA area.
The minister said this Univer-
sity is a catalyst project for 
the people of tribal areas who 
had been deprived of their ba-
sic rights since the creation 
of Pakistan, said a press re-
lease here on Monday. Sajid 
Hussain Turi had a meeting 
with Chairman Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC) 
Professor Dr. Mukhtar 
Ahmed in this regard. It was 
decided in the meeting that 
one university will be estab-
lished in every district of 
ex-FATA (commonly known 
as the newly merged districts 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa so 
that the students of the area 
do not face any difficulties in 
obtaining higher education 
and they would not be de-
prived of their basic right of 
getting higher education}.
The progress and prosper-
ity of the region depended 
on quality education, the 

minister added. The ed-
ucated youth would have 
more opportunities in this 
era of competition. “Educa-
tion is a form of investment 
as it provides a stream of 
income just as any other in-
vestment would,” he assert-
ed. Turi said it has been an 
ardent desire that univer-
sities be established in all 
tribal districts, including 
Kurram district and today, 
he was happy to announce 
that Kohat University of 
Science and Technology 
(KUST) in Karam district 
was being established.
He further added that a for-
mal decision has been taken 
to establish a university in 
Parachinar, which would be 
inaugurated soon and ad-
missions in various fields of 
science, IT and arts would 
be announced from the new 
academic year. He said that 
classes initially would be 
held temporarily in Govern-
ment College No. 2 Para-
chinar, but in the previous 
government of Pakistan 
People’s Party, acres of land 
was purchased for the con-
struction of a magnificent 

building for the university, 
on which the construction 
would be started by the end 
of this year. He said that 
this university would be 
the first university in the 
history of tribal areas for 
which he was very excited, 
adding he was grateful to 
the then president Asif Ali 
Zardari and former prime 
minister Syed Yousuf Raza 
Gilani who announced 
funds to purchase land for 
Kurram University. 
He said that Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party has a special 
role in the development, 
health and education of 
tribal districts and under 
the patronage of Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, all efforts 
are underway to bring trib-
al districts into the national 
mainstream of the country 
through development in all 
sectors. He said that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has offered his full support 
for the development of the 
newly merged districts of 
FATA and emphasized that 
the rehabilitation of tribal 
areas was the top priority of 
his government.—APP

Kashmiris to accomplish 
martyrs’ mission: APHC
APHC spokesman said that Kashmiris would never forget 

the sacrifices rendered by the Jammu martyrs 75 years ago
news desK

ISLAMABAD: All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) paying rich 
tributes to the martyrs of the Jam-
mu massacre said that the Kashmi-
ri people will accomplish the mis-
sion of their martyrs at all costs, 
in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the forces of 
Dogra Maharaja Hari Singh, the In-
dian Army, and Hindu fanatics had 
martyred hundreds of thousands of 
Kashmiris in different parts of the 
Jammu region when they were mi-
grating to Pakistan during the first 
week of November in 1947.
APHC spokesman in Srinagar said 
that the Kashmiris would never 
forget the unprecedented sacri-
fices rendered by the Jammu mar-
tyrs seventy-five years ago. APHC 
leader Khawaja Firdous said that in 
1947, the Dogra forces and Hindu 

fanatics forced the Muslims to mi-
grate to Pakistan.
By deceiving lakhs of Muslims, 
they turned the Muslim majority 
of Jammu into a minority. APHC 
leader Yasmeen Raja in Srinagar 
described the massacre of Jammu 
Muslims in 1947 as the worst trag-
edy. She said that Hindu fanatics 
and sectarian organizations like 
RSS and Shiv Sena had washed the 
land of Jammu with the blood of in-
nocent Muslims. She deplored that 
in IIOJK, Indian forces and organ-
izations of Hindu extremists were 
still suppressing the voice of truth 
and justice. She said, “Today is a 
day of renewal for all of us and the 
sacrifices of these martyrs will not 
be allowed to go to waste.” Jam-
mu-based APHC leader Mir Shahid 
Saleem said that during the first 
week of November in 1947, the sec-
tarian elements massacred millions 
of Kashmiris brutally. He added 

that such barbarism is not found in 
civilized human history.
He said that the victims have not 
been able to get justice even after 
75 years of the gruesome massacre. 
APHC leaders Khadim Hussain and 
Syed Sabt Shabbir Qumi in a joint 
statement issued in Srinagar said 
that immediately after the illegal 
occupation of Jammu and Kashmir 
on October 27, 1947, the massacre 
of lakhs of unwashed Muslims in 
Jammu was the worst kind of Indi-
an state terrorism.
They said that due to the killing of 
lakhs of Muslims in Jammu, the ma-
jority of Muslims there was turned 
into a minority. Now, the fascist 
Indian government of Narendra 
Modi is playing the same game in 
the occupied territory. They added 
that the heinous process of killing 
Kashmiris had reached its peak and 
Indian forces are martyring Kash-
miris every day.—APP

dna

ISLAMABAD: Zong 4G, Pa-
kistan’s leading telecommu-
nication Network has joined 
hands with CreditBook, a 
prominent fintech start-up 
to provide their customers 
access to e-wallet servic-
es. This collaboration will 
allow Zong4G’s millions of 
customers to access Cred-
itBook’s mobile wallet, 
send balance through the 
application and earn com-
mission on each sale. Cred-
itBook has a retail network 
in over 400 cities thus, the 
partnership will provide 
Zong 4G’s customers with 
access to the expansive re-
tail network to recharge and 

purchase bundles anywhere 
in the country. “Our part-
nership with CreditBook is 
a testament towards pro-
moting our agenda of the 
digitized economy. It is also 
part of our wider digital 
transformation of Pakistan, 
aiming to support custom-
ers quickly and efficiently 
via cutting-edge self-service 
technologies.  Through 
our partnership, we are 
enabling our customers 
to have access to various 
e-wallet features, and offer-
ing convenience through 
fin-tech solutions, so they 
can recharge their balance 
and send balance.” Shared 
the spokesperson of Zong 
4G. CreditBook founded in 
2020, aimed to help micro, 

small, and medium-sized 
enterprises achieve better 
financial accessibility and 
outcomes, a segment that 
contributes massively to the 
economy but is often over-
looked.  With its many fin-
tech products, CreditBook 
is helping uplit and impact 
millions of businesses 
throughout Pakistan.
Zong 4G has always been 
a customer-centric brand. 
Through various packages 
and deals, the business focus-
es on making its customers’ 
lives easier. The company’s 
goal is to bring real digital 
innovation to Pakistan, and 
the entire Zong 4G team is 
dedicated to turning every-
one’s aspiration to “Let’s Get 
Digital’’ into a reality.

ZONG collaborates with 
CreditBook to provide 

e-wallet services

KDA and 
GDA ready to 
tackle snow 
emergency

ABBOTTABAD: Heavy 
snowfall continues on the 
third consecutive day in 
the upper parts of district 
Mansehra while the plain 
areas have received heavy 
downpours. Due to heavy 
snowfall, the intensity of cold 
has increased in the entire 
region. Snow is continuing on 
the mountains of Konish Val-
ley, Siran Valley and Kaghan 
Valley. Intermittent snowfall 
is continuous in tourist places 
of Sri Pai and adjacent areas 
including Batta Kundi, and 
Naran. Up till now, more than 
8 inches of snow has been 
recorded in Naran.  The staff 
of the KDA along with the 
heavy machinery is carrying 
tourists while locals are also 
busy supporting KDA in the 
rescue operation.—APP

       GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN 
        MINISTRY OF HOUSING & WORKS                                                                

                               FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY 10-MauveArea, G-10/4, Islamabad 
                                                                                             TENDER NOTICE  
Sealed tenders as per PPRA Rules single stage single Envelope procedure on Percentage  Rate Basis  invited from contractor 
/ Firms  having valid PEC registration 2022-23for the following work:_ 

                                            Name of Work Estimated 
 (N.I.T)  cost  (Rs.) 
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Cost  
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14/4, ISLAMABAD 

Rs.1,466,665/ 
Per Month 
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 Non- 

Refundable 

Terms and conditions 
1. Interested firms/Contractors may purchase the tender documents upon written application on original letter pad 

from the office of   the undersigned up to 24-11-2022 during office hours against cash payment of specified fee. 
2. Tender must be accompanied with call deposit Rs.300,000/- from any schedule bank of Pakistan in favor of Federal 

Government Employees Housing Authority, Islamabad.  
3. No tender will be entertained without call deposit of required amount. 
4. The submission of tender by the contractor implies that he is fully conversant with the site of work, scope of work, 

terms & conditions laid down in the tender documents. 
5. The tender documents may be submitted latest by 25-11-2022 & will be opened on the same date at 11-30 AM in 

the presence of bidders or their representative Conditional tender will not be acceptable. 
6. The contractor will have to produce original CNIC, Income Tax registration (NTN).at the time issuance of Tender 

Documents.     
7. Power of attorney, Partnership deed original, Non Judicial stamp paper worth Rs.10/- along with attested 

photocopies.  
8. Federal Governments Employees Housing Authority reserve the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders 

without any reason under rule 33 (1) of PPRA 2004. 
             The Advertisement is also available at www.ppra.org.pk and www.fgeha.gov.pk 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (Maintenance/W.S) 
FGEHA, Street No.137 Sector G-13/4  Islamabad  (Phone:-0519334302) 
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Science organizations to jointly 
celebrate World Science Day

ISLAMABAD: United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNE-
SCO) in collaboration with the Commission 
on Science and Technology for Sustainable 
Development in the South (COMSATS) and 
other science-based institutions will arrange 
an event to celebrate the World Science Day 
for Peace and Development on November 
16 (Wednesday). The Organization of Is-
lamic Cooperation Standing Committee on 
Scientific and Technological Cooperation 
(COMSTECH), the Economic Cooperation 
Organization Science Foundation (ECOSF), 
the Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) and 
the Pakistan Academy of Sciences (PAS), 
will be among the other partner organi-
zations. The event will consist of remarks 

on the work being done by the organizing 
institutions with regard to promoting basic 
sciences followed by a panel discussion of 
distinguished experts from different areas 
of basic sciences including Physics, Chem-
istry, Biology, Mathematics and Disruptive 
Technologies/ICT. According to an official of 
COMSTECH, the celebration will be organ-
ized at the COMSTECH Auditorium and live 
streamed as well at 0900 am (Pakistan Stand-
ard time). Scientists, students, teachers, re-
searchers, science communicators who work 
in science centres and science museums, 
independent science communicators and sci-
ence journalists, policymakers, independent 
think tanks, government officials and acade-
micians from the OIC member states. – APP
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AIOU to close 
admissions on Tuesday

ISLAMABAD :Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has 
set November 8  as the last day of its 2nd Phase admis-
sions for the semester Autumn, 2022. The programs of-
fered in the second phase includes Associate Degree (BA, 
B.Com), ADE, B.Ed, BS (ODL), Post Graduate Diploma 
Programs and Certificate Courses.
According to the Director Admissions, Syed Zia Husnain 
Naqvi, last date for new admissions was November 8, 
whereas continue students could register themselves till 
November 15. It is pertinent to mention here that initially 
the last date of admissions was 6th October, which was 
extended to 18th October without late fee charges to facil-
itate the students who could not deposit the admission fee 
due to rains and floods in the country. 
The date of admissions was once again extended till 
November 8 with late fee charges. Moreover, AIOU is 
commencing final examinations of different postgradu-
ate programs including MA/M.Sc, M.Com, MBA/MPA 
(Commonwealth of Learning), MLIS and M.Ed from No-
vember 9.  According to controller examinations, Mian 
Muhammad Riaz, roll number slips have been uploaded 
to students’ CMS accounts and the date sheet is available 
on the university website (www.aiou.edu.pk) for the pro-
grams.  The university have set up examination centers  
across the country to facilitate students at the nearest 
places of their residence. – DNA

Policy being framed to promote indigenous solar panels 

Police arrest 
five for 

possessing 
illegal 

weapons
RAWALPINDI:Rawalpindi 
district police on the direc-
tives of City Police Officer, 
Rawalpindi Syed Shehzad 
Nadeem Bukhari conducted 
raids in different areas and 
netted five accused for pos-
sessing illegal weapons. 
According to a police 
spokesman, Saddar Wah, 
Mandra, Saddar Baroni, 
Kalar Syedan and Patriata 
police conducted raids in 
their respective jurisdiction 
and rounded up Naseer, Na-
beel, Yousaf, Shehroz, and 
Akhlaq on recovery of four 
30 bore pistols, one 7mm 
rifle and ammunition. 
Separate cases have been 
arrested against all the 
accused while further in-
vestigations are under pro-
cess, he added. 
Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Operations Rawal-
pindi Waseem Riaz Khan 
said that strict action in 
accordance with the law 
was being taken against 
lawbreakers and operations 
against aerial firing and il-
legal weapon holders would 
continue.—APP

IRSA releases 
101,600 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD:Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Monday released 101,600 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
57,900 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the wa-
ter level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1524.24 
feet and was 126.24 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow 
in the dam was recorded as 
31,800 cusecs while the out-
flow was 50,000 cusecs. 
The water level in River 
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 
1153.15 feet, 103.15 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were 
recorded 9,500 cusecs and 
35,000 cusecs respectively.
The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa , Guddu and 
Sukkur was recorded at 
63,900, 41,100, 32,100 and 
9,400 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 8,500 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera and 2,600 cusecs was 
released from River Chenab 
at Marala.—APP

Diabetes 
centre holds 
awareness 

session 
dna

ISLAMABAD: The Diabe-
tes Centre Islamabad con-
ducts a free awareness and 
medical camp at Headstart 
School, GulMohar Campus 
H/11 Islamabad here today
A large number of students 
and faculty members attend-
ed the session.
Mr Shahzad Lodhi , Head 
Marketing and Commu-
nications TDC, said that 
Hospital’s  Chair Dr Asjad 
Hameed, CEO Mr Tahir M 
Abbasi and BODs have a 
resolve to make Pakistan a 
diabetes free country
Ms Shafaq Bushra, Nutri-
tionist TDC, explained the 
importance of healthy life 
style in her presentation
Principal, Headstart School, 
Ms Lubna Fareed appreci-
ated TDC’s efforts and dis-
tributed certificates of ap-
preciation among students 
along with TDC officials 
Faculty members actively 
participated in free Diabe-
tes’ screening camp.—APP

President 
phones family 
of Moazzam 

ISLAMABAD :President 
Dr Arif Alvi  Monday tele-
phoned the family members 
of Moazzam Shahzad Gon-
dal who was killed during an 
attack on Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf chief Imran Khan’s 
container during the long 
march in Waziristan last 
week. The president con-
veyed condolences to the 
grieved family members and 
prayed for his high ranks 
in paradise. The president 
also telephonically inter-
acted with Ibtisam Hassan, 
who saved the PTI chief by 
overpowering the armed as-
sailant during an attack on 
the container.—APP

Chairman CDA holds meeting 
to improve roads’ infrastructure

staff report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital De-
velopment Authority Captain (R) 
Muhammad Usman Younis presided 
over a meeting at CDA headquarters 
regarding further improvement of 
road infrastructure in the city here on 
Monday. The meeting was attended by 
officers of the concerned formations. 
On this occasion, Chairman Capital 
Development Authority Captain (R) 
Muhammad Usman Younis directed 
the concerned formations that the 
footpaths which are dilapidated should 
be repaired as soon as possible and 
made functional for the public. Sim-
ilarly, where there is a need to build 
new footpats , these should also be 
constructed so that all possible facil-
ities can be provided to the citizens. 
According to the details, the total 
length of the footpaths in the city of Is-

lamabad is 5630 km as planned, which 
are in different centers of Islamabad 
including marakiz,class-III shopping 
centers, along Seventh Avenue, Faisal 
Avenue, Ninth Avenue, constitution 
Avenue, Ataturk Avenue, Jinnah Av-
enue, Khayaban Iqbal, major roads, 
service roads and various streets. Out 
of which the total length of existing 
footpaths is 5247 km. In this connec-
tion 4400 km footpaths are in good 
condition while 847.13 km of footpaths 
are to be rehabilitated and repaired. 
Similarly, 383.10 km of new footpaths 
are to be constructed.
The construction of these footpaths will 
not only promote the walking culture in 
the city but will also significantly reduce 
the carbon and footprints. Further, the 
Chairman Capital Development Author-
ity issued instructions and asked the 
concerned departments to color-code 
speed and traffic signs on the curb 
stones of different highways of Islam-

abad. He further said that the existing 
two colors should be used for color cod-
ing of curb stones. Similarly, where the 
length of the road is longer, yellow and 
black colors should be used, and where 
the length of the road is less, only yel-
low color should be used. It Pertinent 
to mention here that the color coding 
of curb stones will help in determining 
the driving speed on every road of Is-
lamabad city. In this regard, a compre-
hensive plan has also been submitted 
to Chairman CDA for approval by the 
concerned departments. On this occa-
sion, Chairman CDA issued instructions 
and asked the Director Traffic Engineer 
to prepare the entire plan according to 
international standards and re-submit 
the plan for approval. Chairman Capital 
Development Authority Captain (R) Mu-
hammad Usman Younis further said that 
these measures will not only save fuel 
and time of the citizens but also help 
control environmental pollution.

Renewal of GSP Plus is 
on positive way: FPCCI 

Mr. Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, President of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FPCCI) said that EU – Pakistan relations have a strategic aspect that covers all 

the relevant areas including counterterrorism, trade, climate change and GSP Plus Scheme 

dna

ISLAMABAD:  A Parliamen-
tary delegation of the Euro-
pean Union visited FPCCI 
Capital Office in Islamabad. 
The delegation comprises 
MEP Hervć Juvin, Identity & 
Democracy Group (France), 
Member of the Committee of 
International Trade (INTA) 
and Subcommittee on Secu-
rity and Defence, MEP Ms. 
Virginie Joron, Member of 
the Committee on the Inter-
nal Market, Consumer Pro-
tection and Committee on 
Legal Affairs MEP Mr. Mick 
Wallace, Left Group (Ire-
land), Member of the Com-
mittee on Environment, Pub-
lic Health and Food Safety 
and Subcommittee on Secu-
rity and Defence, MEP Ms. 
Clare Daly, Left Group (Ireland), Member 
of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs and Vice Chair-Delega-
tion for relations with Afghanistan. and Ms. 
Roxana Cristea.
Pakistan is gold but unfortunately, the 
victim of propaganda stated by Mr. Hervc 
Juvin, leader of the EU Parliamentary del-
egation. He said the GSP Plus scheme of 
the European Union for Pakistan will be 
ended this year while they have started fa-
vorable working on the further renewal of 
the scheme from January 2023 with diver-
sification of potential sectors of Pakistan’s 
economy. Mr. Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, President 
of the Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) said that 
EU – Pakistan relations have a strategic 
aspect that covers all the relevant areas 
including counterterrorism, trade, climate 
change and GSP Plus Scheme. He further 

said that GSP Plus status holds significant 
importance for Pakistan’s economy as it 
has played a vital role in the expansion of 
multilateral trade. He quoted the statistics 
and informed that in 2021 Pakistan’s to-
tal volume of trade with the EU was US$ 
13.289 billion out of which our exports were 
US$ 7.63 billion which is 29.4% of our total 
exports and our trade balance with the EU 
is positive. However, the existing GSP Plus 
scheme is confined to the textile sector but 
it should be enhanced to other sectors also, 
he added. He highlighted various potential 
sectors including pharmaceutical, surgical, 
sports goods, agricultural sector, minerals 
and mines, and gems stone and said that 
Pakistan needs foreign investments under 
joint ventures in these sectors. He also 
highlighted the potential in the tourism 
sector of Pakistan and invited investors for 
investment.  He further said that Pakistan 
is a gateway to the central and south Asian 

market, CPEC is very important for Paki-
stan and Gwadar is a gold mine of our country. 
He told that CPEC has special economic zones 
and we invite European investors to take benefit 
from this profitable investment in Pakistan The 
President of FPCCI further said that Pakistan 
has 51% women population and we are working 
on it to convert them into a real working force 
for the development of our country. The FPCCI 
supports businesspersons and in this regard 24 
women’s Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
in different parts of the country under its um-
brella.
During the meeting, it was told that the EU 
member states are importing 90% of the phar-
maceutical products from India and on the rec-
ommendation of the committee; we have to 
diversify our suppliers. It would be a good 
opportunity for Pakistan’s Pharmaceutical 
sector to explore the EU market. President 
FPCCI ensured the delegation that in this 
regard he will lead a business delegation of 

Pharmaceutical companies to EU Countries 
very soon to tap this business opportunity.   
The meeting was also attended by President 
Rawalpindi Chamber Mr. Saqib Rafique, So-
hail Altaf, former President RCCI and Mr. 
Hamza Sarosh, Senior Vice President  at 
FPCCI Capital Office, Islamabad. 
The business leader of Rawalpindi Chamber 
of Commerce and former Vice President of 
FPCCI Sohail Altaf said that Pakistan also 
has good human resources and there is 70% 
youth population with excellent English 
conversant. During the Covid pandemic, 
Pakistan adopted good governance, con-
trolled, and managed it very well which 
was appreciated by the whole world. He 
further said that during this pandemic 
era, the government had given various 
concessions to the Construction sector 
that links almost 40 other sectors but now 
all such concessions has been withdrawn 
due to the IMF program.

    November 
Nov 01 / Algeria

                      National Day

Nov 04 / Italy

Armed Forces Day

Nov 07 / Russian 
            Federation                       

Socialist Revolution
 

Nov 09 / Cambodia

National Day

Nov 11 / Poland

Independence Day

Nov 14 / Jordan

Birthday of King Hussein

Nov 15 / Belgium

Kings Day

Nov 15 / Brazil

Republic Day

Nov 15 / Northen Cyprus

     National Day

Nov 18 / Morocco

Independence Day

Nov 21 / Bangladesh

Armed Forces Day

Nov 22 / Lebanon

Independence Day

Nov 25 / Suriname

National Day

Nov 28 / Mauritania

National Day

Nov 28 / Albania

Flags Day

ISLAMABAD: Engineering 
Development Board (EDB) 
is in process of formulating 
a Solar Panel Manufactur-
ing Policy to promote local 
production and meet power 
needs, rapidly increasing 
with each passing year.
The solar panel manufactur-
ing policy would be linked 
with national solar energy 
policy being prepared by 
Ministry of Power and Re-
newable Energy Task Force. 
The glass and aluminium 
frames used for solar panels 
can easily be manufactured 
in Pakistan owing to strong 
presence of this allied in-
dustry within the country.
As per official information, 
the demand for solar panels 
is soaring and there was a 

need to promote manufac-
turing at a local level to help 
promote industry and save 
precious foreign exchange. 
Apart from above policy, the 
Board is also in process of 
formulating Agricultural 
Implements Manufacturing 
Policy and Steel and Petro-
chemicals. 
Meanwhile, when contacted 
official sources on Monday 
said in order to establish 
new industries, meet local 
demand and increase pro-
duction of export quality 
goods, EDB/Ministry of 
Industries and Production 
have also framed Mobile 
Device Manufacturing Poli-
cy  and Auto Industry Devel-
opment and Export Policy 
(2021-26) including incen-

tives for Electric Vehicles. 
Under Mobile Device Man-
ufacturing Policy, 30 mobile 
manufacturers have been 
issued licenses to start lo-
cal manufacturing of mobile 
devices by setting up local 
facility while under Auto 
Development Policy (2016-
21), a number of new man-
ufacturers have established 
manufacturing/assembling 
of new brands of vehicles. 
The sources said around 
11 new EV manufacturers 
in 2-3 wheelers (electric 
bikes and rikshaws) have 
invested.  The policy offers 
various incentives to these 
manufacturers in taxes and 
duties etc. 
Moreover, the sources said 
Green Field Technology 

was another initiative for 
both import substitution 
and export enhancement. 
Under this scheme, dif-
ferent incentives in terms 
of taxes and duties are 
given to companies who 
bring new technologies 
that can introduce inno-
vative product design and 
reduction in production co
st.                            Green 
field Licenses are recom-
mended by EDB to such 
companies after physical 
verification of their man-
ufacturing facilities.  EDB 
has approved nine cases of 
green field status. 
EDB is facilitating busi-
nesses to increase pro-
duction and exports and in 
this regard, it is involved 

in Annual Budget Exercise 
to help Engineering Indus-
try by rationalizing cost 
of doing business under  
principles of cascading tar-
iff regime. 
Similarly, under export 
facilitation scheme of the 
government, the duties 
and taxes on imports of 
raw material and compo-
nents which are used to 
manufacture export quali-
ty goods are already at 0% 
which also includes Duty 
and Tax Remission for Ex-
ports (DTRE).
EDB is conducting Input/
output ratios as required 
by FBR under these 
schemes. The exporters 
who are not availing the in-
centives of above scheme 

are facilitated by providing 
Duty Draw Back (DDB) on 
their inputs used for man-
ufacturing of exportable 
products. 
In order to export value 
added goods, EDB is work-
ing in coordination with 
Ministry of Commerce to 
revise the rates of Draw 
Back on Local Taxes and 
Levies (DLTL) while to 
enhance the production 
of export quality goods, 
Engineering Development 
Board has conducted de-
tail studies to increase 
the competitiveness of 
Domestic Fan Industry 
and Surgical Instrument 
Industry of Pakistan and 
study on Cutlery industry 
is in pipeline.—APP

Railways plan to 
restore closed sections 

in Balochistan
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways is planning to restore all 
the closed sections in Balochistan province which could not 
only generate revenue for the department but also facilitate 
the masses. “The decision will facilitate the local people of the 
province and also boost the business activities for the small 
business owners,” an official in the Ministry of Railways told 
APP. He said that Minister for Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique 
had also taken keen interest in this regard and asked the con-
cerned official of the department to make a plan for restoration 
of different sections to generate income in the province. To a 
question, he said that Pakistan Railways had also planned to 
start rehabilitation work of 33-kilometer track through sleeper 
renewal between Quetta-Bostan and Quetta-Chaman section. 
“The track will not only facilitate the passengers, but also con-
nect three major cities of the province,” he said. He said rail-
way network in Balochistan province mainly consisted of Quet-
ta Division having Dera Allah Yar-Sibi-Quetta, Quetta-Chaman, 
Sibi-Khost, Spezend-Dalbandin-Taftan, Bostan-Zhob which 
were closed for the last 15 years.—APPISLAMABAD: Chairman CDA Capt Usman presiding over a high level meeting. – DNA 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is tackling challenges brought 
by climate change, and its automobile industry is also 
facing supply chain problems. New energy vehicles 
and smart vehicles can be the new directions that Pa-
kistani companies can look to, this was noted at the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution and Smart Mobility Fo-
rum held within the China International Import Ex-
po(CIIE) in Shanghai by UNIDO ITP NETWORK and 

CIIE bureau, according to a report published by Gwa-
dar Pro on Monday. The forum was under the theme 
of “Smart mobility: reshape the future.” 
“The automotive sector is one of the world’s most inter-
connected markets, whose supply chains involve many com-
panies spread across the globe. The pandemic hit the au-
tomotive supply chain disruptions especially hard. But the 
industry survives and is changing for the better，” addressed 
Gerd Muller, director general of the United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organization, on the forum. 
He believes that the disruption of the supply chain 
might give the best timing for the revolution of auto 
manufacturing, which involves digital transformation 
and green transition. On the forum, representatives 
from auto manufacturing companies including BMW 
Brilliance, Ford Motor China and Beijing Benz shared 
their experience of carbon reduction. In this year’s 
CIIE, they all brought their latest version of electric 
cars. Electrification is the most significant step on 
auto manufacturer’s green transformation journey.
Moreover, Beijing Benz has established 220，000 
square meters of solar panels, which can produce 38 
million-kilowatts electricity per year. 30% of the ma-
terial used in the manufacturing section of BMW Bril-
liance is recycled material. Ford has exchange meet-
ings with their suppliers regularly to improve their 
environmental protection ability. The experience is 

worth learning for all auto manufacturing companies 
around the world. In addition to low carbon emissions, 
the experts also discussed the digitalization of auto-
mobiles. Rick Mo, head of the Green and Smart Mobil-
ity Unit in Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC), 
believes that the development of the EV industry is 
the base of smart mobility. “Intelligence is based on 
training, and training is based on data. Compared with 
traditional gasoline cars, electric cars can provide 
more data, such as data of motor, battery, and control 
systems in the cockpit. By putting the collected data 
into AI models for simulation training, smart cars can 
be more intelligent.”
“5G provides advanced, high-speed connectivity that 
enables new user experiences including cloud-based 
video streaming and online gaming. C-V2X brings more 
advanced, safe and efficient road infrastructure, based 
on which brand-new transportation networks, vehicles, 
and services can be created. These new technologies 
also pave the way for autonomous driving to make cars 
safer, more productive and more convenient,” said Jim 
Cathey, chief commercial officer of Qualcomm incorpo-
rated. Smart mobility involves the development of smart 
manufacturing and the iteration of new energy, and it is 
also an important part of the smart city. The forum gave 
us an insight into the fast-developing auto industry. What 
will cars be like in the next decade? Let’s wait and see.

New energy vehicles can be new directions 

Briefs 20 more 
diagnosed 

with dengue 
virus in RWP

RAWALPINDI, Nov 07 (AP-
P):As many as 20 more den-
gue cases were reported in 
Rawalpindi during the last 
24 hours, raising the tally 
of confirmed cases to 4,504.  
District Coordinator Epi-
demics Prevention and Con-
trol(DCEPC), Dr Sajjad Me-
hmood on Monday said that 
96 patients were admitted 
to the city’s allied hospitals, 
including 43 to the Benazir 
Bhutto Hospital (BBH), 28 
to the District Headquar-
ters Hospital(DHQ) and 25 
to the Holy Family Hospital 
(HFH). 
He informed that out of the 
total admitted patients, 81 
tested positive, with 56 be-
longing to Rawalpindi. The 
health official said that the 
district administration, in 
collaboration with allied de-
partments, had registered 
3,011 FIRs, sealed 676 
premises, issued Challans 
to 7,850, notices to 13,754, 
and imposed a fine of Rs 
10,435,628 on violations 
of anti-dengue SOPs from 
January 1 to date in various 
areas of the district.
Dr Sajjad added dengue 
cases were decreasing 
with changing weather 
conditions and hoped that 
in the coming days, the 
dengue cases would end 
as the weather turns cooler, 
which was not suitable for 
the survival of the dengue 
parasite.—APP

Commuters 
face hurdles 
due to vans 

shortage 
ISLAMABAD :The intercity 
Hiace stop of G-9 Markaz 
faces a shortage of vans, 
which compels women, stu-
dents and other commuters 
to wait in long queues on 
weekends. Talking to APP, a 
passenger Muhammad Fais-
al said that the Hiace stop 
faces a “shortage of vans 
from Thursday to Saturday”, 
adding it was the responsi-
bility of the management to 
arrange an alternative when 
vans are in short supply.
He said this Hiace stop was 
important as it “provides 
transportation services” 
from Islamabad to Abbot-
tabad, Mansehra, Haripur 
and Peshawar.
He bemoaned that the 
shortage of vans on week-
ends had “become a rou-
tine matter” and during 
rush hours, “ticketing staff 
leaves the desk” rather than 
managing the situation. 
Saba Abbasi, another com-
muter said that “females 
have to wait for a long time” 
citing the lack of a proper 
queue system.
She said it was an ethical 
responsibility of the trans-
porters to facilitate the pas-
sengers with proper seating 
arrangement and manage 
a queue system on a first-
come, first-served basis.
A driver Imran told APP 
that the drivers from other 
routes were reluctant in 
offering their services in 
times of rush hour due to 
high charges. When con-
tacted by the management 
of the Hiace stop, a staffer 
Samar Khan told APP that 
there were 26 vans for Hari-
pur, while 35 to 40 vans pro-
vide services on daily basis 
on the routes of Abbottabad, 
Peshawar and Mansehra. 
He said on weekends hostel 
students, employees and 
people who reside in Islam-
abad, travel to their home-
towns which creates “a load 
that is difficult to manage”.
He said the management 
was aware of the issue and 
in time of rush hours try 
to resolve the issue by ar-
ranging and requesting vans 
from other routes.—APP

ANF seizes 
over 126 kg 
narcotics; 

arrests two
RAWALPINDI:Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) on Monday 
seized over 126 kg of nar-
cotics in three operations 
conducted in different areas 
and arrested two accused. 
According to ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, ANF 
in an operation at Islama-
bad International Airport 
recovered 69 heroin-filled 
capsules from the posses-
sion of a passenger, a res-
ident of Waziristan, going 
to Dubai via flight PK-181. 
In another operation at 
Islamabad International 
Mail Office, ANF recovered 
2,720 grams of heroin and 
780 grams of Ice drug from 
a parcel being sent to Bah-
rain. In the third operation, 
ANF seized over 123 kg of 
charras from the secret cav-
ities of a double cabin vehicle 
near Pattoki Toll Plaza.—APP

Afghan, Pak pine nuts and 
dried apricot attract visitors

 2nd Pak property exhibition  
from December 23 : Barlas

 A large number of prominent builders, developers, various business 
community associated with the allied construction industry from 

across the country will participate in the three-day exhibition
ISLAMABAD` The meet-
ing organized by Pakistan 
Association of Exhibition 
Industry was chaired by 
Khursheed Barlas, in 
which after mutual consul-
tation with all stakehold-
ers, taking into considera-
tion the political situation 
of the country, the second 
Pakistan International 
Property Exhibition and 
Convention, which is from 
18 to 20 November. was to 

be held at the Pak-China 
Friendship Centre. After 
the unanimous decision, 
the new dates of the Sec-
ond Pakistan International 
Property Exhibition have 
been announced, which will 
be held from December 23 
to 25 at the Second Paki-
stan International Property 
Exhibition and Convention, 
Pakistan-China Friendship 
Center.A large number of 
various business commu-

nity associated with bank 
projects and tourism in-
dustry including prominent 
builders, developers, allied 
construction industry from 
across the country will par-
ticipate in the three-day exhi-
bition. It is one of the most 
important investment fairs 
that will boost Pakistan’s 
economy, creating great op-
portunities to attract invest-
ment from national to inter-
national levels.—DNA

 dna
ISLAMABAD: Afghan, Pa-
kistan pine nuts and dried 
apricot got wholesale or-
ders at the China Interna-
tional Import Expo (CIIE), 
it was reported by Gwadar 
Pro on Monday. On the 
5th of November, CIIE 
kicked off in Shanghai. In 
the food and agricultural 
products, a special booth 
in the corner attracted 
a lot of visitors. “This is 
the first time that we’ve 
participated in the CIIE, 
and we have already got 
some wholesale orders on 
the first day,” said Yousof 
Sadat, an Afghan exhibitor 
on CIIE who can speak flu-
ent Chinese. “This year, 
we brought dried apricot, 

saffron crocus, pine nut, 
etc. The most popular 
products are dried apri-
cot and pine nut. I believe 
there will be more custom-
ers and orders in the next 
few days.” 
“I think that Afghan prod-
ucts are still not well-
known in China, while the 
CIIE provides us a platform 
to show our products. Chi-
nese market is gradually 
knowing and recognizing 
us. At present, we still have 
three or four containerized 
products on the way here.” 
he added. “China and Af-
ghanistan have a very 
good partnership, we will 
do more business between 
the two countries.”Nida 
Mohammad Popal, boss of 
Yousof and the owner of 
the dry fruit business, also 

expressed his appreciation 
to China’s openness.  “Chi-
na is a very good market for 

Afghan products and trans-
portation takes no time.  In 
addition, because our gov-

ernment changed, a lot of 
countries don’t give visas 
to us. China is still open to 

us. I also do a lot of import 
from China to Afghanistan, 
like fertilizer.” 
In July, Chinese State Coun-
cilor and Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi held talks with 
Amir Khan Muttaqi, acting 
foreign minister of the Af-
ghan interim government.  
Wang stressed that China is 
ready to push for dovetailing 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
with Afghanistan’s nation-
al development strategies, 
support the extension of 
the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) to Af-
ghanistan and share China’s 
development opportunities. 
Pakistan also has a large 
production of high-quality 
apricot and pine nut. It is 
potential that in the future, 
we will also see Pakistani 
dry fruit on CIIE. 

The most popular products are dried apricot and pine nut. I believe 
there will be more customers and orders in the next few days

IPC delegation set 
to visit Zimbabwe

dna
ISLAMABAD: A two-Mem-
ber delegation of the Inter-
national Parliamentarians, 
Congress (IPC) is set to 
travel to Victoria Falls-Zim-
babwe to attend the 44th 
Conference and 78th Ses-
sion of the Executive Com-
mittee of the African Parlia-
mentary Union (APU)
07th November 2022:In 
October 2021,International 
Parliamentarians Congress 
(IPC) received “Observer 
Status” in the 76th Session 
of the Executive Commit-
tee of the African Parlia-
mentary Union (APU) by 

the Chairperson of APU 
in Djibouti. IPC and APU 
arecontinuously working to-
wards the development and 
strengthening of bilateral 
and multilateral relations 
among the various coun-
tries and to spread harmony 
and security in the African 
region through the platform 
of APU and IPC together. 
In the same context, IPC is 
invited to the 44th Confer-
ence of Speakers of Nation-
alParliamentary Assemblies 
and the 78th Session of 
Executive meeting of APU, 
which is taking place in Vic-
toria Falls – Zimbabwe on 
9th -10th November 2022. 

Students likely to suffer 
amid discontinuation of ADP
ISLAMABAD :The discon-
tinuation of the Associate 
Degree Programme (ADB) 
at Islamabad Model College 
for Boys, Sihala by the au-
thorities is likely to deprive 
the students of the facility 
as well as spoil the untiring 
efforts and resources behind 
launching this programme.
The programme, as per the 
official source, has been dis-
continued on the directives 
of the Federal Directorate of 
Education due to low num-
ber of inspiring candidates. 
The college received only 
11 admission applications, 
the source added. Professor 
Farhan Azam, Senior Vice 
President of the Federal 
Government College Teach-
ers Association (FGCTA), 
said: “Since ADP is a new 

programme, it will take 
some time to increase the 
enrollment. Currently the 
number of applicants is low 
but this will increase in fu-
ture.” “Shutting down the 
programme is not a solution. 
Depriving the students of 
this facility who come from 
extremely poor families of vil-
lages nearby, whose meager 
incomes are not enough to 
allow them to send their sons 
to the colleges of the city 
downtown, is not fair. The 
residents (students) of the Si-
hala sector of Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory are not locally 
able to obtain associate de-
gree, as this is the only boys’ 
college in this area which is 
offering AD Programme”, he 
said. He continued: “Current-
ly the college is affiliated with 

the University of Gujrat and 
students of ADP pay around 
Rs10,000 annually. The col-
leges situated in the urban ar-
eas of Islamabad are affiliated 
with Quaid-i-Azam University 
and charge  Rs 28,000 per 
semester (six months) fee 
which is five times more than 
the fee of Sihala College.”
“Paying the higher fee of urban 
area colleges is beyond the 
economic reach of students 
of this poor locality. Local stu-
dents, particularly from rural 
areas of Sihala, are incredibly 
poor and they cannot afford 
to study in the main colleges 
of Islamabad. Equal access to 
education is an important idea, 
but it is not in case of poorer 
living in rural area of Sihala,” 
he said, adding, the students 
from a poor background had 

a hard time now. President of 
FGCTA, Dr Rahima Rehman 
said, “Slogans regarding pro-
motion of education are raised 
from every nook and corner 
but closure of the facility for 
students of Sihala is proof of 
the authority’s indifference 
towards cause of education.” 
This college was inaugurated 
in 2009 and started interme-
diate classes with the ambition 
to cater the educational need 
of rural population. Later on 
degree classes were started 
after getting affiliation with 
Gujrat University. By closing 
this program this degree col-
lege will be downgraded to in-
termediate colleges and poor 
students of the area will have 
to say good bye to higher edu-
cation after getting interme-
diate certificate.—APP

SCBAP hails 
Justice 

Minallah’s 
elevation  

to SC
ISLAMABAD:The Supreme 
Court Bar Association of Pa-
kistan on Monday welcomed 
the recommended elevation 
of Justice Athar Minallah to 
the Apex Court and the ap-
pointment of Justice Aamer 
Farooq as the new Chief Jus-
tice of Islamabad High Court 
as cleared by the Parliamen-
tary Committee on the ap-
pointment of Judges.
Whilst the SCBA maintained 
its stance that elevation to 
the Supreme Court must be 
made on the basis of senior-
ity until an objective criteria 
for elevation on merits was 
formulated, read the press 
release issued by SCBAP.
The SCBAP expressed its 
concern on the proceedings 
of the Parliamentary Commit-
tee whereby it had deferred 
the recommended elevation 
of Justice Shahid Waheed of 
the Honorable Lahore High 
Court and Justice Hasan 
Azhar Rizvi of the Honoura-
ble High Court of Sindh to 
the Apex Court for further 
consideration.—APP

‘Khan’s 
negative 

politics will 
be exposed’ 

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leader Rana Mashhood on 
Monday lashing out at Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chair-
man Imran Khan Niazi said 
that he (Imran) had been 
doing politics of agitation 
and leveling baseless accu-
sations against his political 
opponents which was de-
plorable.
“Khan had first deceived 
masses in the name of 
change and religion and was 
now misleading with his lie-
based propaganda,” he said 
while talking to a private 
news channel.
PTI leadership has promot-
ed intolerance and violence 
in politics and society, he 
said, adding, Niazi has been 
caught spitting lies and his 
true face has been exposed 
before the nation.
Replying a question he said 
the coalition government 
could not be overthrown 
through such negative pol-
itics and Khan’s nefarious 
agenda against the current 
government would be de-
feated soon.—APP

1 –year old 
abducted child 

recovered
RAWALPINDI:The police 
arrested a man involved in 
abduction of 1-year-old child 
in the jurisdiction of Gujjar 
Khan police station here on 
Monday, informed police 
spokesman. Gujjar Khan Po-
lice held Kidnapper Aslam 
Masih and handed over the 
rescued child to his parents.
The father of the child told 
police that Aslam Masih 
came to home and abducted 
the child in our absence.
When contacted, the ac-
cused continued to be eva-
sive. SP Saddar Muhammad 
Nabil Khokhar appreciated 
the performance of police 
team and said the arrested 
accused would be challaned 
with solid evidence and 
would be punished. The 
accused is being further in-
vestigated. He made it clear 
that it was prime duty of po-
lice to protect the lives and 
properties of people.—APP

CTP devise 
plan to 

maintain flow 
of traffic 

RAWALPINDI:City Traffic 
Police (CTP) Rawalpindi has 
devised a special traffic plan 
to maintain flow of traffic 
during the protest on various 
highways by a political party. 
According to CTP spokes-
man, traffic is being diverted 
to alternative routes due to 
the protest. The additional 
personnel have also been 
deployed along with diver-
sion arrangements to keep 
the traffic flow at the protest 
sites. Due to the Murree 
Road protest, traffic is being 
diverted from both sides to 
alternative routes.
The traffic is also being di-
verted from Gulzar e Quaid 
and Old Airport Road to 
alternative routes. On the 
occasion, Chief Traffic Of-
ficer Rawalpindi Naveed 
Irshad had issued strict 
orders to all the officials, 
including the circle and sec-
tor in-charges, to maintain 
the flow of traffic during the 
protest.—APP

Dipping mercury 
increases demand 

of dry fruits 
ISLAMABAD As the cold winds of winter season have 
started blowing after the first rain spell of the season, the 
demand of popular winter delights has registered a signifi-
cant increase with majority of citizens buying variety of dry 
fruits. It is the regular tradition for most of the people to 
consume different dry fruits during the winter season due 
to the much-needed nutritional value. Most of the families 
consider eating dry fruits during the family gatherings and 
interactions as an essential tradition while these are served 
with tea or ‘qehwa’ for the regular guests in some areas of 
the country as a gesture of hospitality and protocol. How-
ever the prevailing internationally induced inflation has in-
creased the prices of different food items in Pakistan along 
with impacting the purchasing capacity of the people.
The prices of the dry fruits including peanuts, almonds, 
pine nut, walnuts, pistachio, apricot, cashew, dried figs, 
raisin have witnessed an upward trend since the 
last few years while pine nut 
has left the others b e -
hind in terms of 
rising prices.  Mu-
hammad Nawaz, 
a dry fruit sell-
er at Karachi 
company said 
that he sells al-
monds (without 
shell) at Rs. 2,000 
per kg, pine nut at Rs. 6,500 
per kg, walnut at Rs. 600, pistachio (Irani) for 
Rs. 3,000, dry apricot for Rs. 1,000, dried figs for Rs. 1,400 
and raisin for Rs. 900, dates for Rs.600 and cashews for 
Rs. 2,300.  Talking to APP, Hajira Khatoon, a customer at a 
dry fruits shop at Aabpara Market said, “It has become our 
routine from the last many years to buy the whole stock of 
dry fruits especially peanuts, almonds and walnuts for the 
season as the family members especially children like to 
eat these with tea”. Keeping in view the health benefits of 
dry fruits, I always buy dry fruits in bulk but the exorbitant 
rates of dry fruits have limited our purchasing capacity.
Ahmed Ali, a government servant said, “Since the prices of 
dry fruits are surging every season, it seems that this will 
become a commodity of a certain segment of society that 
would be able to afford buying these.” He said that earlier 
they were habitual of eating dry fruits with green tea daily 
but now they cannot afford to buy these due to high rates. 
He said every kind of dry fruit has its own nutritional value 
like almonds are good for eyes and walnuts for the brain.  It 
is surprising that many of the dry fruits in spite of local pro-
duction are costly and out of reach of a common man.—APP

ISLAMABAD: SAPM, Romina Khurshid Alam meets with acting High Commissioner of Canada, 
Paul Godbout to discuss key initiates taken by the SDGs Secretariat.—DNA
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What’s at stake  
in US elections

Heated debates  
not enough 

Midterm elections in the United States are often presented as a referen-
dum on the party in power, and that message appears to be resonating this 
fall. But voters need to consider the intentions of the party that hopes to 
regain power, too, and what each vote they cast will mean for the future of 
this country. Eight Republican senators and 139 Republican representatives 
sought to overturn the results of the 2020 election on the basis of spurious 
allegations of voter fraud and other irregularities. Many of them are likely to 
win re-election, and they may be joined by new members who also have ex-
pressed baseless doubts about the integrity of the 2020 election.  It will also 
be the first time that the U.S. electoral machinery will be tested in a national 
election after two years of lawsuits, conspiracy theories, election “audits” 
and all manner of interference by believers in Donald Trump’s lies about the 
2020 election. That test comes alongside the embrace of violent extremism 
by a small but growing faction of the Republican Party.
The greatest danger to election integrity may, in fact, come from the 
results of state and local races that will determine who actually conducts 
the election and counts the votes in 2024. In the weeks that followed 
the 2020 election, Mr. Trump and his supporters saw their efforts to 
deny the election results and prove rampant voter fraud thwarted by two 
things: first, their inability to produce credible evidence that such fraud 
had occurred and, second, an election infrastructure that was defended 
by honorable public servants who refused to accept specious claims of 
wrongdoing. A Republican-controlled Senate would, however, be able to 
block President Biden from filling vacancies on the federal bench and on 
the Supreme Court. It would become more difficult to obtain confirma-
tions for executive branch officials, as well.  At some point in the next 
year, the government is expected to hit the limit of its authorized borrow-
ing capacity, or debt ceiling. To meet the commitments Congress already 
has authorized, it will need to raise that limit. 
Some senior Republicans have called for repealing another key piece of 
the August legislation, known as the Inflation Reduction Act: a measure 
that limits drug costs for seniors on Medicare, including a $35 monthly 
cap on payments for insulin. Democrats could make it more difficult for 
Republicans to pursue these goals by raising the debt limit or changing 
the rules in the weeks between the election and the end of the year. 
Undoubtedly, there is more work to be done on these and other issues, 
including the health of the economy and the broken state of immigration 
policy. Voters need to decide which party they trust to do that work. But 
the 2022 elections are also an opportunity for every American to do their 
part in defending the integrity of American elections. The task of safe-
guarding our democracy does not end with one election, and it requires 
all of us to play a role. Our nation’s governance depends on it.

The United Nations’ COP 27 climate change conference, which started in the 
Egyptian resort city of Sharm El-Sheikh on Sunday, provides perhaps the last 
chance for leaders from around the world to get their act together and find 
ways to curb global warming. Yet there have been worries about whether they 
will actually be able to turn the pledges they made at COP 26 in Glasgow, 
Scotland, last year into actions, given the differences that still exist among 
them on some key points as well as the multiple challenges the world faces 
today — ranging from high inflation, food shortages to the energy crisis.
A United Nations report at the end of October said government pledges 
to cut greenhouse gas emissions put the planet on track for a 2.8 C tem-
perature rise this century — after the “woefully inadequate” progress to 
curb warming. This falls far short of the pledge countries have made to 
limit global temperatures to 2 C above pre-industrial levels. Also, despite 
the wide-ranging climate pact reached in Glasgow last year, additional 
government commitments since COP 26 will remove only less than 1 per-
cent of estimated global greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, according to 
the UN Environment Programme, making it almost impossible to avert 
the looming climate cataclysm. “As COP 27 gets underway, our planet is 
sending a distress signal,” UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said 
on Sunday when commenting on the latest UN report suggesting that the 
past eight years were the warmest on record, with an acceleration in sea 
level rise, glacier melt and heat waves.
All this requires all countries to shoulder their due responsibilities and 
summon their collective will to deliver on promises because we could 
well be drinking in the last chance saloon. Yet so far the developed coun-
tries have failed to provide the $100 billion each year to help developing 
countries address climate change — as they promised in 2009. This has 
damaged the mutual trust between the global North and South and made 
the reaching of any new agreements in this regard even more difficult. 
The United States, as the world’s largest carbon emitter in history, has 
dragged its feet on fulfilling its climate obligations. Although the US ad-
ministration has made tackling the climate crisis a top priority after Pres-
ident Joe Biden reversed the course of his predecessor Donald Trump 
by rejoining the Paris Agreement, the US Congress has approved a mere 
$1 billion in international climate finance for 2022 — falling far short of 
the pledge the US made to provide $11.4 billion by 2024. This failure 
by Washington to scale up financing for the world’s poorest and most 
climate-vulnerable countries has been viewed as a “betrayal”. The 
actions needed to curb the global rise in temperature call for a 
fundamental change in perspective and some tough decisions being 
made. But the past eight years have run down the clock, and there 
can be no more delay in biting the bullet.
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I srael’s colonial democracy has given birth to a po-
tentially more extreme type of ‘Jewish state’ akin 
to a more sophisticated and modern version of the 

‘Islamic state’. But unlike ISIL which was conceived in 
and defeated by war, Israel is the only nuclear power in 
the Middle East today.
The fanatics, fascists, and far-right fantasists, who 
won this week’s elections in Israel, are about to 
form the most openly extreme government in the 
country’s history. It is sure to include the Jewish 
state’s new rising star Itamar Ben-Gvir — a vio-
lence-spewing, Palestinian-hating radical on whose 
support the government will stand.
A majority of religious nationalists and ultraortho-

dox parties in government, the first in Israel’s his-
tory, would want to transform the Jewish state to-
wards a theocracy that lives by the Halacha (Jewish 
law) and finish colonising the entirety of Palestine, 
come what may.
But could they? What can they do in reality that 
their predecessors have not done already, in terms 
of exacting death and destruction, and further ex-
panding the illegal Jewish settlement in Palestine?
Benjamin Netanyahu, who will likely form and 
lead the new coalition government, knows from 
his experience as Israel’s longest-serving prime 
minister that there is a limit on how far Israel 
can go before it starts to meet fierce Palestini-
an and Arab resistance. Any further, and Israel 
could also lose support in Europe and the United 
States; support that is indispensable to its secu-
rity and regional standing.
He has previously preferred incremental steps to 
radical measures that could alienate Israel’s main 
backers and its new regional partners. Netanyahu 
may therefore try to curb his partners’ eagerness 
to annex the occupied West Bank and ethnically 
cleanse it of its Palestinian inhabitants.
But then again, it is doubtful whether he will be 
able to tame these religious fanatics, knowing 
all too well they have a hold over the survival of 
his premiership; his only guarantee to stay out 
of prison, after having been indicted for serious 
corruption charges.
I think the genie is finally out of the bottle.
The elections have opened a Pandora’s box that 
may well take Israelis to the dark side. They have 
exposed the fragility of Israel’s peculiar liberality 
as a colonial state, and unmasked the pervasive fa-
naticism among the majority of the electorate after 
decades of unfettered military occupation.
The unruly pronouncements of Netanyahu’s scan-
dalous new partners reflect the prevailing beliefs 
among the majority of Israel’s right-wing parties, 
including his own Likud, that have ruled the coun-
try for the past few decades. But now that they are 
boasting of Jewish supremacy out in the open, it is 
harder for Netanyahu’s hasbara to conceal their — 
or his — racism from the rest of the world.
After all, it was Bibi, as Netanyahu is known, who 
back in August midwifed the union of two or three 

small fanatic parties, to ensure they maximise the 
number of their seats and join his future coalition 
government. They did exceedingly well: The Re-
ligious Zionist Party won 14 seats. Its legislators 
include Ben-Gvir.
Netanyahu’s two other coalition partners, the ul-
traorthodox Jewish parties, Shas and UJT, which 
are as socially regressive and politically fanatic, 
won 18 seats. Together with the 32 far-right Likud 
members, they command a comfortable like-mind-
ed majority of 64 seats in the 120-member Knesset.
Emboldened by the new mandate, the ever-smug 
Netanyahu could skip the incremental strategy that 
he embraced thus far, in favour of a maximalist 
agenda. Domestically, that could include him try-
ing to control the judiciary and other levers of the 
state, and further marginalising Israel’s Palestinian 
minority. Regionally, it could involve annexing oc-
cupied territories and bombing Iran’s nuclear facil-
ities, at the risk of facing international backlash and 
a war. But will he?
Perhaps the answer lies in his recently published 
autobiography, written with re-election in mind. In 
this 733-page monstrosity, Bibi: My Story, Netanya-
hu repeatedly underlines the Iranian nuclear threat 
to Israel’s security and the need to take it out once 
and for all, and insists on the marginality of Pales-
tine for normalising relations with the Arab world.
Like a broken record, he repetitively dismisses the 
“centrality of Palestine” to resolving the Arab-Isra-
el conflict, and condemns all forms of nuclear di-
plomacy and any type of normalisation of relations 
with Iran as na，ve and reckless.
He makes it clear that he is unabashed Machiavel-
lian; that he worships power — hard power — and 
believes superior military power is the only way to 
achieve peace or security. A cruel narcissist, he is 
ready to do anything and everything to stay in of-
fice, including betraying his closest allies and part-
ners.Like all populists, he is rather delusional and 
conspiratorial. Although he is the longest-serving 
prime minister in the history of the state, Netan-
yahu claims in the book that throughout his career, 
the elites, the press, the judiciary, and the deep 
state — even American presidents — have been 
out to get him. Bibi, the book, is all about chutz-
pah: Where Netanyahu — the victim of countless 

conspiracies — tells tantalising tales about Bibi the 
victor and vanquisher of all living enemies, real and 
imagined. But since the book is rife with lies, ex-
aggerations and other mischaracterisations, it is a 
sure bet he is lying about himself and his family 
too, leaving the reader to read between and beyond 
the lines.
In that way, one may deduce what this tenaciously 
ambitious political animal stands for, but it is dif-
ficult to discern who he is; the real from the ficti-
tious, the hallow from the hollow. It is as if there is 
nothing really there; nothing beyond the carefully 
packaged character and cliches.
Lacking all empathy, he will not let anyone or any-
thing get in his way. Experience does not humble 
Netanyahu. On the contrary: With each chapter, 
he becomes cockier and more confident, talking 
about himself walking among the greats, shuttling 
between Washington and Moscow, as if he is the 
prophet of Israel, leader of a superpower — as if he 
is invincible.
That state of mind, coupled with his new victory, 
may well entice Netanyahu to act ever more ag-
gressively in Palestine, and towards Iran and the 
region, in order to get Israel to reign supreme in 
the Middle East.  As he sees it, the United States 
is stupid and President Joe Biden is amenable and 
weak; the Arabs are divided and their leaders are 
cynical; the European Union is preoccupied with 
Ukraine and Russia at war; and China is busy with, 
well, China. But I have got news for Bibi and his 
“baboons” – as the opposition referred to his 
supporters. Any such overreach is an assured 
blunder that risks a major blowback militar-
ily, politically and on other fronts. Palestine 
will always remain a sacred symbol of injus-
tice to the Arabs and central to resolving 
their conf lict with Israel, despite the fact 
that a few leaders have turned their back 
on Palestinians to appease Washington. And 
last but not least, hubris invites disaster; any 
bombing of Iran’s nuclear facilities will only 
strengthen its regime and lead to a regional 
war with incalculable repercussions for Israel, 
the US and the Middle East. Always remember: 
The higher the rise the harder the fall.
—Courtesy: Al Jazeera

B uilding effective and efficient teams has always 
been the dream of every organization because it 
is generally believed that teams can achieve more 

than individual contributions utilizing same facilities and 
technological interventions. We usually observe prover-
bial examples of creatures other than the human beings 
exhibiting spirit of the teamwork, one of those we will dis-
cuss little later in this article. But here is an interesting 
example of ants which exhibit iconic self-disciple, we can 
certainly learn from them to carry out our work devot-
edly without anyone watching over us. With this ability, 
the ant is able to do its work dutifully irrespective of any 
prevailing circumstance and don’t run away from difficult 
or unpleasant tasks.Thestory of ant in the Qurān tells us 
interesting aspect of comprehension and understanding 

of ants, “Then, when they reached the Valley of the Ants, 
an ant said, ´Ants! enter your dwellings so that Sulayman 
and his troops do not crush you unwittingly.´” It means 
their self-control is based on certain awareness which 
we still need to explore.  Anyhow, according to the 
Stockholm University, “Humans possess many cog-
nitive abilities not seen in other animals, such as a 
full-blown language capacity as well as reasoning 
and planning abilities. Despite these differences, 
however, it has been difficult to identify specific men-
tal capacities that distinguish humans from other ani-
mals. Researchers have now discovered that humans 
have a much better memory to recognize and remem-
ber sequential information.”  The iconic v-formation 
flying of geese presents interesting behaviors that 
help geese to be more effective and efficient team 
members. While flying together when each bird flaps 
its wings is actually creating lift for their fellow birds 
allowing them to fly with fewer efforts. Geese take 
turns leading, according to Chris Spencer, “Doing 
this ensures everyone’s skills, talents, knowledge or 
experience are used and no single person fields all 
the hard work. In an effective team, it is everyone’s 
responsibility to function as both leader and support-
er.” He further argues, “Geese can be heard honking 
loudly while they fly. Scientists speculate that this 
honking is a way to communicate with and encourage 
the flock on their long flights. The geese in behind 
honk at the ones in the front, to encourage them to 
maintain their speed and keep flying towards their 
goal. Encouragement helps your team to be engaged, 
supportive and constantly moving towards success.
The purpose for your team is more than just what 
your goal is; it includes the culture of the group. 
Let your team members be a guide to new mem-
bers in learning the mission, culture and goal 
of the group. Encourage your team members to 
share experiences and learning that they have 
come across in their work and encourage new 
members to learn from their comrades.” But hu-
man teams have always been under scrutiny due 
to several challenges. Human beings have differ-
ent perspectives, varied interest, variety of per-

sonality characteristics, array of ambitions and 
innumerable suspicions. It is probably the out-
come of human ability to remember life events 
and recognize consequences that surround hu-
man personality with different fears ceasing him 
extend heart and soul to collectiveness. 
The good thing is that experience, reflectionand 
analysis enabled human being to determine key 
factors for the success of teams in our organization-
al lives. Despite the fact that when we think about 
teamwork there is an assortment of thoughts which 
floods our minds both positive such as working to-
gether, achieving common goals, and having fun; 
and negative including personality conflicts, difficult 
communication, and time-consuming meetings. We 
need to understand that a team is a group of peo-
ple who are mutually dependent on one another to 
achieve a common goal entailing both certain advan-
tages and a few disadvantages. Advantages include: 
better ideas and decisions, high quality outputs, 
everyone’s involvement in the process, increased 
ownership by team members, understanding other’s 
perspectives, better implementation and more infor-
mation. There may be some disadvantages such as 
devoting more time, frequent meetings, little longer 
to take decisions due to varying team dynamics, lack 
of individual recognition, stress due to conflicts and 
disagreements among team members, role ambi-
guity and group think etc. Where all aspects need 
special attention generally by all team member and 
particularly by the team leader, however, conflicts 
and group think are probably significant difficulties 
which teams encounter. If managed appropriately, 
conflicts are in factessential to a team’s creativity 
and productivity.Botheffective and ineffective teams 
experience conflict, the difference is that effective 
teams look at conflicts positively and manage con-
structively.Healthy conflicts force a team to find 
productive ways to communicate differences, seek 
common goals, gain consensus and encourages a 
team to look at all points of view, then adopt the best 
ideas from each. In this manner conflicts increase 
creativity by forcing the team to look beyond cur-

rent assumptions and parameters.A phenomenon 
called ‘group think’ can limit innovation.Group think 
generally occurs when a team has been very suc-
cessful and begins to believe that it will never fail. 
The team begins to dothings on the suggestion of a 
single member, without question.Unfortunately, you 
won’t know that group think is occurring until a dis-
aster occurs e.g., Space Shuttle Challenger’stragedy 
on January 28, 1986which was the consequence of 
the ‘group think’. Open and clear communicationis 
probably the most important element to upheld the 
spirit of teamwork; probably every problem faced by 
a team can be traced back to poor communication. 
Good communication is the key to keeping a team 
informed, focused, and moving forward; while lis-
tening is the key to maintain decent communication 
among team members.  Effective decisionmaking, 
utilizing methods such as consensus, majority rule, 
expert decision, authority rule with or without dis-
cussion and minority rule etc., facilitates teams to 
perform better. A bit of expertise in using tools for 
effective decision making like force-field analysis, 
pair-wise ranking matrices and multi-voting tech-
niques can provide sound basis for quality decisions 
in a team. Valuing diversity, ensuring participation 
and building trust can be considered cornerstones to 
sustain and endorse the spirit of teamwork in any set-
ting. But trust is not built overnight, it demands hon-
esty & candidness, accessibility & openness, positiv-
ity & tolerance, and reliability & uprightness among 
all members of team particularly in dyadic relation-
ships of team leaders. Sometimes people instantly 
develop trust but some other times people wait for 
their evaluations, look at the histories of individ-
uals, put people into tests and then accord their 
trusts. Therefore, the spirit of team demands from 
all team members including the leader to build all 
their procedures, expectations and interpersonal 
relationships on trust to developthriving teams. 

— The writers is Associate Professor Manage-
ment Sciences Head, Center of Islamic 
Finance COMSATS University (CUI) La-
hore Campus.

Perhaps the answer lies in his 
recently published autobiog-

raphy, written with re-election 
in mind. In this 733-page mon-
strosity, Bibi: My Story, Net-
anyahu repeatedly underlines 
the Iranian nuclear threat to 
Israel’s security and the need 
to take it out once and for all, 
and insists on the marginality 
of Palestine for normalising 

relations with the Arab world.
Like a broken record, he re-
petitively dismisses the “cen-
trality of Palestine” to resolv-
ing the Arab-Israel conflict, 
and condemns all forms of 

nuclear diplomacy.

Anyhow, according to the Stock-
holm University, “Humans pos-
sess many cognitive abilities not 
seen in other animals, such as a 
full-blown language capacity as 
well as reasoning and planning 

abilities. Despite these differenc-
es, however, it has been difficult 
to identify specific mental capaci-
ties that distinguish humans from 
other animals. Researchers have 
now discovered that humans have 
a much better memory to recog-
nize and remember sequential 

information.”  

Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi
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PARIS: Danish teenag-
er Holger Rune shocked 
six-time champion Novak 
Djokovic to clinch his first 
Masters title in Paris on 
Sunday after coming from a 
set down to win 3-6, 6-3, 7-5.
Rune, 19, became the 
youngest winner of the 
Paris tournament since an 
18-year-old Boris Becker in 
1986 after beating five top-
10 players in as many days 
– the first to do so in the 
same tournament.
He is the fifth first-time 
Masters winner this season 
and will be the first Danish 
man to break into the top 
10 on Monday. “It means 
everything to me, a perfect 
way to finish the week,” said 
Rune. “It was an incredible 

tournament.”
After winning the title in 
Stockholm either side of 
runner-up finishes in Sofia 
and Basel, Rune began his 
run to a fourth straight fi-
nal by saving three match 
points in the opening round 
to beat Stan Wawrinka.
He then took down Hubert 
Hurkacz followed by Andrey 
Rublev before seeing off 
Carlos Alcaraz as the world 
number one retired with in-
jury while trailing by a set 
in the quarter-finals. Rune 
snapped Felix Auger-Alias-
sime’s 16-match winning 
streak to set up the clash 
with Djokovic, who had not 
lost at Bercy since his de-
feat to Karen Khachanov in 
the 2018 final.
“For somebody who is so 
young to show this compo-
sure and maturity in the big 

match like this is very im-
pressive. He’s had a week of 
his life,” said Djokovic.
The Serb came into Sun-
day’s final having won 21 of 
22 matches since the start 
of Wimbledon, which he 
won for the seventh time in 
July to match Pete Sampras.
He broke for a 3-1 lead as 
Rune served back-to-back 
double faults in the biggest 
final of his career to date.
Djokovic comfortably held 
out to pocket the open-
ing set and looked to have 
Rune on the ropes when he 
surged 40-0 ahead on his 
opponent’s serve in the first 
game of the second set.
But Rune battled back su-
perbly to thwart Djokovic 
and then swung the momen-
tum in his favour by imme-
diately breaking to go 2-0 up 
the following game, which 

proved enough to force a de-
cider. The 16-year age gap 
between the pair was the 
biggest in a Masters final 
since Rafael Nadal, then 19, 
defeated 35-year-old Andre 
Agassi in Montreal in 2005.
Rune’s inexperience resur-
faced when he double-fault-
ed attempting a big second 
serve to hand Djokovic a 3-1 
edge, but the Dane showed 
his remarkable character to 
break back straight away.
Instead it was Djokovic who 
cracked when the pressure 
was highest, spearing a fore-
hand wide to present Rune 
with the chance to serve 
for the trophy. Rune with-
stood six break points in 
a marathon final game be-
fore securing the title after 
two hours and 34 minutes 
to complete an incredible 
week in the French capital.

Rune upsets Djokovic to win Paris Masters
Rune snapped Felix Auger-Aliassime’s 16-match winning streak to set up the clash with 
Djokovic, who had not lost at Bercy since his defeat to Karen Khachanov in 2018 final

Briefs
SC intervenes 

for the FIR 
registration

From PAge 01
The delay in the registration 
of the FIR means that the 
police investigation has not 
begun as of yet. “If the po-
lice did not investigate, the 
evidence may have been de-
stroyed at the crime scene. 
This way the evidence of the 
case will be controversial 
and will be unacceptable in 
court,” said the CJP.
At this point, IG Shahkar 
appeared before the bench.
“I have heard about your 
achievements at the inter-
national level, register the 
FIR and inform us about it,” 
the CJP to told the cop. He 
also directed the province’s 
top cop to keep on working, 
assuring that if someone 
would intervene the court 
would look into it. The top 
judge of the country also 
directed the Punjab Police 
chief to assign an honest 
officer to investigate the at-
tack on Imran Khan.
“We have seen your resigna-
tion. The court assures you 
that no one will intervene in 
actions taken by you as per 
the law,” said the CJP.
At this, the IG informed the 
court that Punjab Chief Min-
ister Pervez Elahi had some 
objections to the registra-
tion of the case.
Investigators in Kenya
The chief justice also spoke 
about the letter written by 
slain journalist Arshad Sha-
rif’s mother to the chief jus-
tice. “HRC is investigating 
Arshad Sharif’s mother’s 
letter,” said the CJP. He 
added that the court will 
see the fact-finding com-
mission’s report on Arshad 
Sharif’s murder.
The contempt case
The delay in the registration 
of the FIR on Imran Khan’s 
attack, Azam Swati’s alleged 
video and Arshad Sharif 
were taken up by the CJP 
during the hearing of the 
contempt plea filed against 
the PTI chief.    On October 
13, the federal government 
filed a contempt of court 
plea against PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan in the Supreme 
Court over his long march 
call to Islamabad.

SC takes 
notice of 
Swati’s...
From PAge 01

“You didn’t stay at the SC 
guest house?” The PTI sen-
ator replied that the CJP was 
right as he stayed at the Quet-
ta Federal Lodge.The CJP as-
sured Swati that the court was 
looking into his case and the 
matter would be investigated 
as per the law. CJP Bandial 
further remarked that the 
court started proceedings on 
the petition filed by slain jour-
nalist Arshad Sharif’s mother. 
“We have sought report from 
the committee which went to 
Kenya to investigate the mur-
der,” the judge remarked add-
ing that the court could not 
start investigations on its own.
May Allah grant you pa-
tience, the CJP said to Swa-
ti.  Hearing this, the senator 
broke down and told the 
CJP that he could not show 
the leaked video sent to his 
family to anyone except the 
judges. On this, CJP Bandial 
told Swati that he need not 
to show this video to any-
one. He said he would direct 
the concerned institutions 
to remove this video from 
the internet. He remarked 
that his case was investigat-
ed by its human rights cell. 
He said he felt sorry for 
what happened to him.
“You don’t know who your en-
emies are. We don’t know who 
did this to you. It’s very diffi-
cult to find truth nowadays. 
Truth hides beneath several 
layers of lies,” the CJP re-
marked adding that though his 
(Swati) case was being investi-
gated by the human rights cell 
but ‘if you say we will call you 
again later today’. 

Pakistan 
welcomes...

From PAge 01
during inter-sessional work 
at Bonn, Germany, in June 
this year. It envisages com-
pensating developing na-
tions for mounting damage 
linked to climate change.
The agenda item on ‘loss 
and damage’ was the only 
one out of eight additional 
items proposed by various 
groups, which was adopted 
by consensus. All the rest 
were dropped due to lack 
of consensus. The adoption 
of agenda is recognition of 
the fact that countries, like 
Pakistan, which confront 
climate-induced disasters, 
should not be left to fend 
for themselves.

PTI revises 
long march 

schedule
From PAge 01

slammed the bigwigs of the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP), 
saying that it is not possible 
to go for the compromise 
with Nawaz Sharif and Asif 
Ali Zardari. Talking about 
his long march, Imran said 
that the march would only 
be ended, after ‘achieving 
its destination’ and by get-
ting the date of the elec-
tions as the entire nation is 
geared up. The former pre-
mier further stated the sol-
diers, who are performing 
their national duties at the 
borders are like his sons.
Giving his take over the 
appointment of the Army 
Chief, Imran said, “I have 
no issue with the appoint-
ment of the COAS as the 
Pak Army belongs to us 
and it is not possible to go 
against the army.”
Earlier, the PTI chief had 
written a letter President 
Arif Alvi and asked him to 
stop the abuse of power as 
well as the violation of laws 
and the Constitution. “I 
have no concerns over the 
army chief’s appointment”, 
Imran Khan told journalists.

Protestors 
block 

Islamabad’s 
entry-exit...

From PAge 01
also been blocked. The closed 
roads by PTI workers at vari-
ous places in Rawalpindi have 
caused problems for the citi-
zens. The movement of traf-
fic has been disturbed in the 
federal capital due to closures 
at various points. On the oth-
er hand, the Islamabad po-
lice, in a tweet, has said that 
troops of the capital police 
and the Rangers have been 
sent to Lahore and Peshawar 
after protesters blocked the 
Islamabad motorway. In an-
other tweet, the capital police 
said that it would take action 
against those who would be 
involved in staging protests 
without permission in the 
federal capital.
A statement from the capital 
police has alerted the citi-
zens including students and 
patients that they may face 
inconvenience in transit as 
the leaders of a political par-
ty have announced to block 
roads. The police have also 
appealed to contact ‘15’ be-
fore starting travel and get 
updates about the situation 
on the roads. Earlier, it has 
been decided to arrest the 
main leaders of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) prior 
to PTI resuming long march 
to the capital, which the 
Law Enforcement Agencies 
(LEAs) believe will cause the 
closure of internal and exter-
nal routes of Islamabad.

COP27: PM 
highlights 

Pakistan’s... 
From PAge 01

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said that 
Pakistan and the European 
Union were important part-
ners in achieving common 
goals. He met with Euro-
pean Union Commissioner 
Ursula von der Leyen on the 
sidelines of COP 27.  The 
prime minister appreciated 
the spirit of the European 
Union countries to help the 
flood victims in Pakistan, 
PM Office Media Wing said 
in a press release.
The prime minister further 
said that effects of climate 
change that developing coun-
tries were facing today, the 
whole world would have to 
suffer tomorrow. Unity was es-
sential to combat the effects of 
climate change, he stressed. 
The prime minister also ap-
preciated the cooperation of 
the European countries in re-
moving the name of Pakistan 
from FATF’s grey list. He said 
that there was a lot of scope 
for increasing bilateral trade 
between the EU and Pakistan. 
Later, Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif met 
with the UN Secretary-Gener-
al on the sidelines of the COP-
27 Summit. – APP

‘Will quit 
politics, if 

IK proves...
From PAge 01

the help of workers of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf and the 
real accused of an attack on 
him is Naveed.  He PTI wast-
ed enough time and it’s too 
late for long march however 
the government is ready to 
receive them and had com-
pleted all arrangements by 
November 4th. – APP

Biden aide, Russian officials 
held de-escalation talks: Report
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin reiterated earlier statements by Moscow 
officials last month that Ukraine intends to deploy a “dirty bomb” during 

Moscow’s ongoing military operation in the ex-Soviet republic
news desK

WASHINGTON: White House Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake Sul-
livan has reportedly held secret 
talks with top Russian officials in a 
bid to reduce the risk of escalating 
the Ukraine war into a nuclear con-
flict. Citing unnamed US and allied 
officials, The Wall Street Journal re-
ported Sunday that the top aide to 
US President Joe Biden on nation-
al security affairs held confidential 
discussions in recent months with 
Kremlin aide Yuri Ushakov and 
Russian Security Council Secre-
tary Nikolai Patrushev that were 
not publicly disclosed.
The conservative newspaper, how-
ever, added that its sources did 
not disclose information about the 
dates of the talks or the number of 
calls. The White House refused to 
comment on the report, reacting 
to inquiries about the talks only 
with a statement -- attributed to 
National Security Council spokes-
person Adrienne Watson -- that 

“people claim a lot of things.”
The development comes days af-
ter Sullivan visited the Ukrainian 
capital Kiev and pledged Washing-
ton’s “unwavering and unflinch-
ing” support for the embattled 
Ukrainian government.
The US has so far committed 
nearly $20 billion in military assis-
tance to Kiev since January 2021, 
including rocket and air defense 
systems intended to help counter 
Russia’s superior military might. 
This is while the sales of US weap-
onry and other military hardware 
to Europe are skyrocketing as a 
result of the Ukraine conflict, with 
European countries vowing to 
expand their supplies by $230 bil-
lion, the Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 
said last week. Since the Ukraine 
war began in late February, coun-
tries in the European Union have 
pledged to ramp up their arsenals 
by some $230 billion, with Germa-
ny alone planning to modernize its 
military to the tune of $100 billion 
this year, media reports said Sat-

urday citing SIPRI.
The US arms industry, which pro-
duces and exports more weapons 
than any other country — selling 
over 39 percent of the estimated 
$210 billion annual global arms 
sales from 2017 to 2021 — has been 
the biggest beneficiary, the report 
noted. Few high-level contacts 
between American and Russian 
authorities have been disclosed in 
recent months, with Washington – 
which has served as the top sup-
plier of weapons to Kiev and has 
openly campaigned for escalating 

the war effort against Moscow -- 
insisting that any talks on ending 
the Ukraine conflict must be held 
between the two warring sides.
The reported secret contacts 
also come amid reports hinting at 
plans by the two warring sides to 
use nuclear weapons.
While the Ukrainian president 
urged his Western backers to in-
itiate a “preventive” nuclear at-
tack against Russia, Moscow has 
accused Kiev of planning to use a 
radioactive “dirty bomb” against 
territories held by Russia.
Russia’s President Vladimir Pu-
tin reiterated earlier statements 
by Moscow officials last month 
that Ukraine intends to deploy 
a “dirty bomb” during Moscow’s 
ongoing military operation in 
the ex-Soviet republic.
“We are aware of Ukraine’s plans 
to use a dirty bomb,” Russia’s In-
terfax news agency cited the head 
of state as telling a meeting of the 
intelligence chiefs of several for-
mer Soviet countries in Moscow.
Putin added that the risk of con-

flict in the world and the region 
was high and that security had to 
be heightened around key infra-
structural sites.
Russian defense minister Sergei 
Shoigu told the Russian pres-
ident that the exercises were 
practicing “delivering a massive 
nuclear strike by strategic offen-
sive forces in response to an en-
emy nuclear strike.” Throughout 
recent weeks, Russian officials 
have repeatedly accused Ukraine 
of planning to use the bomb.
Dirty bombs, which are also 
known as Radiological Dispersal 
Devices (RDD), are not as potent 
as nuclear weapons, but can dis-
perse radioactive materials across 
the targeted areas upon explosion.
Kiev, however, has denied hav-
ing such a plan while the US 
and other Western nations have 
claimed that Moscow could be 
planning to launch such an at-
tack itself as a pretext to esca-
late the conflict. Russia in turn 
has accused the West of “en-
couraging provocations.”

WTA Finals: Sabalenka 
stuns world No.1 Swiatek

sports desK

FORT WORTH: Aryna Sabalen-
ka toppled world number 
one Iga Swiatek 6-2, 2-6, 
6-1 on Sunday to set 
up a title clash with 
Caroline Garcia a t 
the season-end- i n g 
WTA Finals. S e v -
e n t h - r a n k e d S a -
balenka avenged a three-
set defeat to Poland's Swiatek 
in the semi-finals at the US 
Open, where Swiatek went 
on to capture her second 
Grand Slam title of the year 
after her victory at Roland 
Garros. Sixth-ranked Garcia 
of France had powered past 
Greece's Maria Sakkari 6-3, 
6-2 in the other semi-final.
Sabalenka, who called it a 
"miracle" that she qualified 
for the event after her 
mid-season struggles, f i r e d 
23 winners, including a dozen 
aces, with just 19 un- forced errors. 
Swiatek, whose re- markable sea-
son included eight singles titles, saw 
her 15-match win- ning streak against 
top 10 play- ers end. She had 26 
winners and 26 unforced errors as 
her usually fearsome forehand was un-
character- istically unreliable.  Swiatek 
had been broken just once as she won all 
three of her round-robin matches, but was 
b r o - ken three times in the opening set 

Sunday as Sabalenka took charge. 
Swiatek seemed to have re-set, how-

ever, racing to a 4-0 lead in the second 

before Sabalenka managed to fend off a break point 
to hold for 4-1. Although Sabalenka broke to cut the 
deficit to 4-2, Swiatek regained the break and swiftly 
served it out to knot the match at one set apiece. As 
in their US Open clash, Sabalenka went up an early 
break in the third. This time, however, she was able 
to make the advantage stand up, breaking again for a 
5-1 lead and closing it out in impressive style with an 
ace and a service winner. On Monday, Sabalenka and 
Garcia will renew a rivalry that has seen them split 
their four encounters 2-2. Garcia, who has powered 

up the rankings with three titles this season, put 
on a clinic against Sakkari, wrapping 

up the win in 75 minutes. She 
gained the decisive break 

in the first for a 4-2 
lead and closed 

out the set with a love game, 
then powered to a 4-0 lead in 

the second.
Garcia's first double 
fault of the match gave 
Sakkari a break point in the 

sixth game, but Garcia responded 
with an ace and grabbed a 5-1 lead with a 

stinging backhand that kissed the side-
line. Sakkari held to force Garcia to 

serve it out, and she polished it off 
on her second match point when 

Sakkari sent a service return 
i n t o the net. Garcia, who could only 
kneel to catch her breath after a thrill-
ing three- set win over Daria Kasatkina 
on Saturday to capture the last semi-final 
spot, had plenty of energy for a skipping, 
leaping celebration on the court at Dickies 
Arena in Fort Worth. The event was moved 
to Texas due to contin- uing pandemic-relat-
ed issues with the Chi- nese city of Shen-
zhen, which was initially due to host, as 
well as the WTA's dispute with China 
over the status of player Peng Shuai. 

Greta Thunberg says 
she's ready to hand 

over megaphone
STOCKHOLM: Four years 
after launching her "School 
Strike for the Climate", Swed-
ish activist Greta Thunberg 
is ready to pass the baton to 
those on the front lines of 
climate change, she said in 
an interview on Monday. "We 
should also listen to reports 
and experiences from people 
who are most affected by the 
climate crisis. It's time to 
hand over the megaphone to 
those who actually have sto-
ries to tell," the 19-year-old 
told Swedish news agency 
TT. After urging the public 
in recent years to "listen to 
the science", Thunberg said 
the world now needed "new 
perspectives".
In the past four years, Thun-
berg's one-person strike 
outside the Swedish parlia-
ment has evolved into to a 
massive global movement 
engaging millions of youths 
and unleashing a torrent of 
debate on the dangers of 
climate change. Thunberg 
said she initially believed 
an urgent debate on the 
climate was needed to save 
the world for future gener-
ations. But over time, she 
said, she has come to under-
stand that the climate crisis 
is already having devastat-
ing consequences on peo-
ple's lives. "So it becomes 
even more hypocritical 
when people in Sweden for 
example say that we have 

time to adapt and shouldn't 
fear what will happen in the 
future", she said.
Thunberg has previously 
said she would skip the 
COP27 talks starting Mon-
day in Sharm El-Sheik, 
slamming it as a forum for 
"greenwashing". She told 
TT her talks with world 
leaders have left her pessi-
mistic about their ability to 
make progress on the issue.
"Some of the things world 
leaders and heads of state 
have said when the micro-
phone is off are hard to be-
lieve when you tell people", 
she said. "Like, 'If I had 
known what we were agree-
ing to when we signed the 
Paris Agreement I would 
never have signed', or "You 
kids are more knowledgea-
ble in this area than I am'", 
she said. "The lack of knowl-
edge among the world's 
most powerful people is 
shocking". – APP

DNA

TEHRAN: Iran and Afghan-
istan will conclude a deal 
“soon” under which the Is-
lamic Republic will import 
Afghan coal, minister of 
commerce and industries in 
the transitional Taliban gov-
ernment Nuruddin Azizi has 
said. “Talks with the Iranian 
side for the export of coal 
have progressed and a con-
tract will be signed in this re-
gard soon,” Fars news agen-
cy quoted him as saying.
Azizi said the exports will 
help improve trade balance 
between the two countries 
which is in Iran's favor.
Iran is Afghanistan’s largest 
trading partner, with around 
$2 billion in bilateral trade 
each year, nearly a third of 
Afghanistan’s total trade 

volume. Afghanistan has an 
estimated 73 million tonnes 
of proven coal reserves with 
a capacity to produce 1.8 
million tonnes a year. The 
country hopes that untapped 
mineral deposits valued at $3 
trillion could help bankroll its 
impoverished economy after 
years of US-led occupation. 
Those resources include iron 
ore, copper, lithium, oil gas 
and gems, but the challenge 
of exploiting them in a coun-
try at war and with little min-
ing infrastructure is daunting 
for most investors.
China acquired a 30-year lease 

on the Mes Aynak copper 
mine for around $3 billion in 
2008 but the project has been 
plagued by delays due to con-
tractual wrangling. Back in 
March, Iranian Minister of In-
dustry, Mine and Trade Reza 
Fatemi-Amin said he had held 
talks with the Taliban govern-
ment to help exploit iron ore 
mines in Afghanistan.
“Afghanistan is rich in min-
eral reserves. A huge de-
posit of an Iranian iron ore 
mine named Sangan, which 
is situated in Khaf lies in 
Afghanistan. Thanks to its 
facilities and high-tech know-

how, Iran can help exploit 
the iron ore in Afghanistan. 
This will be mutually ben-
eficial. We are following up 
the negotiations with the 
Afghan party to gradually 
build processing capacities 
in Afghanistan. We can swap 
Iranian goods for the ore we 
exploit in Afghanistan,” Reza 
Fatemi-Amin noted.
A contract was signed with 
an Iranian company for the 
extraction of lead and zinc in 
Afghanistan’s Ghor province, 
the press office of the provin-
cial governor said in Septem-
ber. Iran sees Afghanistan's 
development as a boon to its 
own. The constant principle 
for Iran has been develop-
ment of its neighbor irre-
spective of who rules the 
country, because underde-
velopment and insecurity in 
Afghanistan also affect Iran.

Taliban minister 
sees coal deal 

with Iran ‘soon’

Juve see signs of 
rebirth in Inter win

MILAN: Juventus' long crisis showed signs of being over on 
Sunday after their 2-0 win over fierce rivals Inter Milan put 
them in sight of Serie A's top four, while Felipe Anderson fired 
Lazio to a 1-0 Rome derby triumph. Juve have spent almost the 
entire season lurching from one disaster to another but Adrien 
Rabiot's brilliant first-time finish five minutes after the break 
and a late deflected shot from youngster Nicolo Fagioli earned 
them a fourth straight league win. Massimiliano Allegri's side, 
who were without Serbia striker Dusan Vlahovic and a raft of 
other players, are fifth in Italy's top flight and two points off 
Lazio – who they face next weekend – and Atalanta in the final 
two Champions League places. "We've had some difficulties... 
there's desire and determination to do everything for your 
teammate and never give up," Rabiot told DAZN after netting 
his fifth goal of the season. Inter are a point behind Juve in 
seventh after their fifth defeat of the season, which came after 
they wasted a clutch of opportunities. Rabiot's opener came 
following superb play from the impressive Filip Kostic and five 
minutes after Hakan Calhanoglu had a piledriver tipped onto 
the bar by Wojciech Szczesny, one of a series of chances Inter 
had to take the lead before going behind. – APP
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ASTANA – As the election 
campaign period continues in 
Kazakhstan until Nov. 18, its 
focus is primarily on social ob-
ligations, said political expert 
Daniyar Ashimbayev. 
Approximately 12 million peo-
ple are eligible to vote in the 
Nov. 20 presidential elections. 
Photo credit: semeynews.kz
“Apparently, there is a certain 
set of explicitly populist slo-
gans that the electoral head-
quarters have agreed not to 
bring up for discussions, such 
as credit amnesty and the pri-
vatization of rental housing. 
Considering the rising number 
of fake news on these topics in 
social networks, it is obvious 
that the topic is painful,” said 
the expert.   “Huge efforts 
made in previous years to di-
versify and develop the econ-

omy have had no effect in the 
form of sustainable enterprises 
with permanent employment 
and stable income,” he said, 
highlighting that this also con-
tributed to the critical depend-
ence of the consumer market 
on imports, an issue that has 
been repeatedly raised by the 
country’s leadership. 
Ashimbayev noted that since 
January the course bends to-
wards the comprehensive de-
monopolization of political and 
economic power in the country. 
Policies are shifting in the transi-
tion to more adequate economic 
planning, forcing the oligarchy 
to stop exporting capital to in-
vesting in the national economy, 
protection of the economy from 
international sanctions, and the 
increased involvement of foreign 
investors in domestic projects.

Andrei Chebotarev, director at 
the Alternativa Center for Cur-
rent Research, said that the 
presidential candidates have 
to convince voters not just to 
vote for any one of them, but 
to participate in these elec-
tions at a minimum.  “Political 
opposition of Kazakhstan has 

once again missed the strate-
gic opportunity by refusing to 
participate in the presidential 
election by nominating and 
supporting its candidate,” he 
wrote in a social media post. 
Expert Zhanna Tulindinova 
said that the fact that the up-
coming elections have two 

female candidates – Saltanat 
Tursynbekova and Karakat 
Abden – is a clear sign of in-
creased women’s empower-
ment in Kazakhstan. She also 
noted that the public space is 
becoming more open for dis-
cussion of the most acute issues 
pertaining to female empower-
ment.  “The family and women’s 
issues, which were previously 
hidden behind closed doors, are 
now discussed openly as serious 
socially significant issues, and 
not something embarrassing 
that the families should deal with 
in their own way. These prob-
lems include domestic violence, 
various forms of economic and 
social coercion of women, child 
poverty and poverty in families 
with many children,” she said.
Addressing these issues will be 
more effective with more wom-

en having their voice heard in 
the decision-making process. 
Political scientist Jabrail Markh-
iev said that he assumes the 
upcoming elections will be held 
fairly and openly. 
“It is fair to assume that the 
upcoming elections will be held 
as openly as possible, because 
otherwise Tokayev’s reformism, 
which was highly praised by 
the international organizations 
and their representatives, will 
be discredited. I am sure that 
there may be both positive and 
negative phenomena, which will 
be detected during the elections, 
corrected and consolidated by 
the time of parliamentary elec-
tions [in the first half of 2023]. 
And the very fact of the begin-
ning of a new political era is 
undeniable and encouraging,” 
he said. —APP

Kazakh election campaign focused on social issues

Briefs
Iran to 

introduce 
visa-free 

regime for 
Kazakhstanis
ASTANA. KAZINFORM 
«Kazakhstanis may visit 
Iran without visa every six 
months,» Kazakh MFA’s of-
ficial representative Aibek 
Smadiyarov told a briefing.
The Government of Iran 
starting from November 
11, 2022 will introduce a 
visa-free travel scheme 
for Kazakhstanis to boost 
and strengthen relations 
between the countries. It 
will let Kazakhstanis stay 
in the territory of Iran up 
to 14 days. Besides, such 
an agreement was signed 
between Kazakhstan and 
China. The Government of 
Kazakhstan signed a decree 
as of July 7 this year to intro-
duce a visa-free scheme for 
the nationals of Iran, China 
and India to build favorable 
climate, widen business ties 
and further realize Kazakh-
stan’s tourist potential. It 
lets nationals of the said 
countries to stay in Kazakh-
stan up to 42 days in a total 
without visas within 180-day 
period each up to 14 calen-
dar days.—DNA
 

Ukraine 
urged 

to show 
‘openness’ 
with Russia

WASHINGTON: The US ad-
ministration has “privately” 
encouraged Ukrainian lead-
ers to signal an openness 
to negotiate with Russia, 
according to The Washing-
ton Post.
US officials, speaking 
on condition of anonymi-
ty, have warned that the 
“Ukraine fatigue” among 
some allies could worsen if 
Kyiv continues to shut down 
negotiations, the daily re-
ported on Saturday.
The request by American 
officials is not aimed at 
pushing Kyiv to the negoti-
ating table, but they called 
it “a calculated attempt” to 
ensure that Ukraine “main-
tains the support of other 
nations facing constituen-
cies wary of fueling a war 
for many years to come.”
US officials told the daily 
that Ukraine’s position on 
negotiations with Russia 
was wearing thin among al-
lies that are worried about 
the economic effects of a 
protracted war.
Earlier this month, Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said Ukraine 
is only prepared to enter 
negotiations with Russia if 
its troops leave all parts of 
Ukraine, including Crimea 
and the eastern areas of 
Donbas, de facto controlled 
by Russia since 2014, during 
an interview to Czech televi-
sion. Last month, Zelenskyy 
signed a decree that de-
clares Russia’s annexation 
of parts of Ukraine null and 
void, and also signed anoth-
er decree earlier on Sept. 
30 that stated the “impossi-
bility of negotiations” with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.—Agencies

Ukrainian, 
EU leaders 
discuss aid

KIEV: Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy held 
a phone conversation with 
European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen to 
discuss financial assistance 
to Ukraine, the grain deal 
and strengthening sanctions 
against Iran.
“Discussed macro-financial 
aid to Ukraine for the current 
year & 2023 with President 
of the European Commission 
Ursula von der Leyen. Noted 
the importance of continuing 
the grain initiative for world 
food security. Discussed in-
creasing sanctions & oppos-
ing actions of Iran, which sup-
ports aggression,” Zelenskyy 
said on Twitter.
Meanwhile, von der Leyen 
announced that the EU will 
propose a financial support 
package for Ukraine for 
2023, without specifying a 
specific date. “Good to stay 
in close touch with Zelen-
skyy. Positive developments: 
we will propose this week 
the financial support package 
for Ukraine in 2023. The EU 
will be at Ukraine’s side for 
as long as it takes,” von der 
Leyen said on Twitter. Ear-
lier this week, Türkiye and 
the UN managed to convince 
Russia to revert its decision 
to withdraw from the grain 
deal signed this summer, 
marking the end of a tense 
standoff that threatened to 
exacerbate the global food 
crisis.—Agencies 

3 arrested in 
suspected 

far-right 
assault in 

Berlin
BERLIN: German police 
arrested three people in 
Berlin following a suspected 
far-right attack, a local daily 
reported Sunday.
Two suspects, aged 17 
and 42, hit two teenag-
ers in the leg with an iron 
bar and stole their mobile 
phones during the assault 
which took place Saturday 
afternoon in Berlin’s Buch 
district, according to Ber-
lin-based Tagesspiegel.
The victims flagged down 
a police vehicle that hap-
pened to be in the vicinity 
and reported the incident.
The two assailants as well 
as a 19-year-old onlooker 
showed the Hitler salute, 
police said.
The 19-year-old also racially 
insulted a police officer, po-
lice further said.
The three men were arrest-
ed as investigations into 
robbery, dangerous bodily 
harm, insult and the use of 
symbols belonging to uncon-
stitutional organizations are 
ongoing. The radicalization 
among right-wing extrem-
ists, and surge in violent 
attacks in recent months, 
have raised serious con-
cerns among authorities.
“The far-right is the biggest 
threat to our democracy and 
the biggest extremist threat 
to people in our country,” 
Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser was quoted as saying 
earlier this year.—DNA

Serbs leaving 
Kosovo’s 

institutions 
is historical 

change
BELGRAD: The announce-
ment by Kosovar Serbs that 
they have withdrawn from 
all central and local institu-
tions in Kosovo is a histor-
ical and tectonic change, 
Serbia’s president said Sun-
day. Aleksandar Vucic made 
the remarks during a guest 
appearance on private sta-
tion TV Pink. They referred 
to the decision by Serbian 
representatives to withdraw 
from the assembly, govern-
ment and all Pristina insti-
tutions as well as suspend 
their participation in the 
police and judiciary.
“This is neither the first nor 
the last time that Serbia is 
attacked on the issue of 
Kosovo...We are certainly 
talking about major politi-
cal, almost tectonic chang-
es,’’ said Vucic.
Vucic said that on the night 
between June 29 and 30, he 
prevented “unprecedented 
bloodshed” in the north of 
Kosovo because the Serbs 
had erected barricades and 
members of the special 
units of the Kosovo police 
were ordered to tear them 
down. ‘’After 11 hours of 
difficult talks, the Serbs 
from the north told me that 
because you are begging, we 
will remove the barricades. 
There is no end to the mad-
ness in Pristina, and all this 
is supported by two great 
powers,’’ he said. The Euro-
pean Union’s foreign policy 
chief, Josep Borrell, urged 
Kosovo to immediately start 
taking steps to establish the 
Community of Serb Majori-
ty Municipalities.—Agencies

Al-Shabaab 
terrorists 

attack 
Somalia 

military base
MOGADISHU: Suspected 
al-Shabaab militants have 
attacked a Somali military 
base in the central Galgadu-
ud region days after the area 
was captured by government 
forces from the Takfiri terror-
ist group.
The army repelled Monday’s 
attack on the base housing 
national and local troops in 
Qayib, a village captured from 
al-Shabaab last week, defense 
ministry spokesman Abdul-
lahi Ali Anod was quoted as 
saying by state news agency 
SONNA. The attack began 
with two suicide car bombs 
at around 5:00 a.m. local 
time (0200 GMT), followed 
by hours of heavy fighting, 
Ahmed Hassan, a military 
officer in the nearby town of 
Bahdo, told Reuters.
Hassan said there were no 
immediate reports of casual-
ties following the raid.
The attack comes days after 
twin bombings outside the 
education ministry in Mog-
adishu killed at least 120 
people. Al-Shabab claimed 
responsibility for the Octo-
ber 29 bombings, the deadli-
est terrorist incident in the 
country since a truck bomb 
killed more than 500 peo-
ple at the same location five 
years ago.—DNA

Russia calls on Baku, Armenia 
to refrain from escalation

Relations between two former Soviet republics have been tense since 1991, when  Armenian 
military occupied Nagorno-Karabakh, a territory internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan
MOSCOW: A top Russian 
official called on Azerbaijan 
and Armenia to refrain from 
steps toward escalating ten-
sions, as Baku and Yerevan 
accused each other of open-
ing fire on border settle-
ments. “We continue to call 
on both sides to refrain from 
dangerous actions and steps 
that could lead to escalating 
tensions on the line of con-
tact,” Russian Presidential 
spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told reporters during a 
briefing on Monday. The 
statement came as the for-
eign ministers of Azerbaijan 
and Armenia are expected 
to meet in Washington un-
der the “initiative and par-
ticipation of US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken,” a 
statement from the Azerbai-
jani Foreign Ministry noted.
Peskov further noted the 
significance of the joint 
statement agreed on with 
Azerbaijan and Armenia 

during the Oct. 31 trilat-
eral talks in the Russian 
city of Sochi. “Indeed, the 
statement adopted follow-

ing the results of the tri-
lateral meeting in Sochi 
emphasized the intention 
of the parties, Azerbaijan 

and Armenia, to settle (the 
disputes) exclusively by 
political, diplomatic, and 
peaceful means,” Peskov 

expressed. During the 
briefing, Peskov also prom-
ised to announce this week 
the travel plans of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
to the Indonesian city of 
Bali to attend the G-20 
summit, adding that Putin 
does not plan to go to the 
East Asia Summit, which 
will be held in November.
Separately, Peskov reit-
erated Russia’s openness 
for negotiations with 
Ukraine, though indicat-
ing that “they are now 
impossible due to Ky-
iv’s refusal.”  Leaders of 
Azerbaijan, Russia, and 
Armenia agreed to reaf-
firm their commitment to 
a comprehensive normal-
ization of Baku-Yerevan 
relations, and to ensure 
peace, stability, security, 
and sustainable economic 
development of the South 
Caucasus after the trilater-
al talks in Sochi.

During the talks, the lead-
ers agreed to refrain from 
the use or threat of force 
to discuss issues and re-
solve them “solely on the 
basis of mutual recognition 
of sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and inviolability 
of borders, in accordance 
with the UN Charter and 
the Alma-Ata Declaration 
of 1991,” a joint statement 
said. Relations between 
the two former Soviet re-
publics have been tense 
since 1991, when the Ar-
menian military occupied 
Nagorno-Karabakh, a ter-
ritory internationally rec-
ognized as part of Azerbai-
jan. In fall 2020, in 44 days 
of clashes, Baku liberated 
several cities, villages, and 
settlements from Armeni-
an occupation, ending in 
a Moscow-brokered truce. 
The peace agreement is 
celebrated as a triumph in 
Azerbaijan.
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Baku, Yerevan to expedite 
border delimitation

BAKU: The third meeting of the commissions on the delimitation of the state 
border between Azerbaijan and Armenia was held on November 3, Azernews re-
ports, citing the Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry. The meeting was chaired by the 
vice-premiers of Azerbaijan and Armenia Shahin Mustafayev and Mher Grigory-
an respectively in Brussels. Secretary General of the European External Action 
Service Stefano Sannino confirmed the readiness of the European Union to be 
conducive to the normalization of relations between Azerbaijan and Armenia. 
“The parties, taking into account the agreements reached in different formats 
at the level of the leaders of Azerbaijan and Armenia, continued to discuss de-
limitation issues and considered organizational and procedural issues,” he said. 
The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry stated that the parties agreed to expedite work 
on agreeing on the procedure for their activities, as well as to determine the 
date and venue for the fourth meeting of the commissions in the working order. 
To recap, the first meeting between Deputy Prime Ministers of Azerbaijan and 
Armenia Shahin Mustafayev and Mher Grigoryan took place on May 24 at the 
interstate border of the two countries in the format of joint work of commissions 
on delimitation and demarcation issues. The second meeting of the commissions 
took place on August 30 in Moscow. — Agencies

Over 75000 Canadian Sikhs 
voted in Khalistan referendum
ISLAMABAD :Despite vocal 
protest by Narendra Modi’s 
government and fierce 
opposition from Canadian 
Hindutva groups, in a mas-
sive turn out more than 
75,000 Canadian Sikhs vot-
ed in Khalistan Referendum 
Phase II in Mississauga, 
for the secession of Punjab 
from India to create an inde-
pendent Sikh homeland.
While the voting opened at 
9:00 am under the super-
vision of Punjab Referen-
dum Commission (PRC), 
Sikh men and women from 
Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA) lined up since 6am 
to cast their votes at the 
Paul Coffee Arena, Missis-
sauga, a Canadian Govern-
ment owned and operated 
facility, says a message 
received here from Tronto. 
The November 6 Khalistan 
Referendum voting drew a 
counter protest by a hand-
ful of Canadian Hindus who 
carried Hindutva symbols 
and were sloganeering that 
under Modi’s leadership 

they will make India a “Hin-
du Country”.
Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, 
the SFJ General Counsel 
stated that “today Canadian 
democracy won and Modi’s 
fascism lost because Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
Government stood with the 
Sikhs’ right to freedom of 
expression in the face of 
immense pressure from all 
Indian quarters”.
The New York based lawyer 
said: “After 110,000 votes 
on September 18th voting, 
75,000 plus Canadian Sikhs 
once again proved their 
resolve to liberate Punjab 
from Indian occupation to 
create Khalistan in line with 
aspirations of thousands 
of Sikh martyrs who have 
laid down their lives for the 
cause.” The second phase 
of Khalistan Referendum 
was announced by Sikhs 
For Justice (SFJ) after over 
110000 Canadian Sikhs par-
ticipated in the first phase 
of Khalistan Referendum on 
18 September 2022 and sev-

eral thousands were unable 
to cast their votes due to a 
huge turnout and closure of 
the voting process at 5PM.
The Khalistan advocacy 
group Sikhs For Justice, 
which is spearheading the 
Khalistan Referendum cam-
paign aimed at garnering 
support at the international 
level for separation of Pun-
jab from India and declaring 
it a separate homeland for 
Sikhs, had started prepara-
tions for the second phase 
of referendum soon after 
the September 18th voting.
In the wake of Sept 18 
voting, India and Canada 
have been at war. The gov-
ernment of Justin Trudeau 
issued the travel advisory 
exactly four days after India 
issued an aggressive advi-
sory on September 23 for 
its students either living in 
Canada or planning to travel 
to Canada, telling them that 
Canada had become a hub 
of Khalistan supporters and 
anti-India activities. 
In an unprecedented move, 

Canada advised its citizens 
to avoid all travel to areas 
in states of Gujarat, Punjab 
and Rajasthan, which share 
a border with Pakistan due 
to the “presence of land-
mines” and “unpredictable 
security situation”. India’s 
External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Arindam 
Bagchi said India had raised 
with Canada serious con-
cerns on the Khalistan Ref-
erendum voting on 18 Sep-
tember in Brampton.
India’s External Affairs 
Ministry termed the Khal-
istan Referendum conduct-
ed by the SFJ as a “farcical 
exercise” and added that 
India had deeply objected 
that “politically motivated 
exercises by extremist ele-
ments” are allowed to take 
place in a friendly country 
like Canada. India became 
agitated after Canada told 
India that any peaceful and 
legitimate activity by Canadi-
an Sikhs will not be stopped 
and the Canadian govt will not 
get involved.—APP

Parliamentary delegation 
visits Pakistan’s embassy

dna

BUENOS AIRES: The 
parliamentary delegation 
attending the 43rd annual 
session of the Forum of 
Parliamentarians for Glob-
al Actions (PGA) held in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
headed by National Assem-
bly Deputy Speaker Zahid 
Akram Durrani, who on 
Monday visited Pakistan’s 
embassy there. Pakistan’s 
Ambassador Dr. Muham-

mad Khalid Ijaz welcomed 
the parliamentary delega-
tion along with the top offi-
cials of the embassy, said a 
statement, received here.
On this occasion, Ambas-
sador to Argentina Dr. 
Muhammad Khalid Ejaz 
informed the delegation 
that Pakistan and Argenti-
na were enjoying a strong 
cordial relationship, and 
the embassy was working 
to strengthen bilateral re-
lations and cooperation in 
various fields between the 

two countries. The deputy 
speaker along with mem-
bers of the delegation ap-
preciated the performance 
of the ambassador and 
staff for strengthening the 
bilateral relations. Besides 
Deputy Speaker Zahid 
Akram Durani, the delega-
tion comprises of Federal 
Minister for Commerce 
Syed Naveed Qamar, mem-
bers of the National As-
sembly Rana Qasim Noon, 
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry 
and Mohsin Dawar.

S. Korea President 
apologizes for 

Halloween crush

SEOUL: South Korean Pres-
ident Yoon Suk-yeol issued 
Monday a formal apology for 
the deadly Halloween crush 
in Seoul that killed 156 peo-
ple late last month. Yoon also 
pledged to hold to account 
any officials found to be re-
sponsible for sloppy respons-
es and to reform police and 
safety management systems. 
The Oct. 29 crush killed 156 
people, mostly in their twen-
ties and thirties, and injured 
another 197 when revelers 
flooded the narrow alleyways 
of the popular nightlife dis-
trict of Itaewon to celebrate 
the first COVID-19 curbs-
free Halloween festivities in 

three years. Yoon offered the 
apology during a meeting to 
review safety rules, as the 
country continues to mourn 
the victims. An investigation 
is underway into authorities’ 
responses to the accident.
“I do not dare to compare my-
self to the parents who lost 
their sons and daughters, but 
as the president who ought to 
protect the people’s lives and 
safety, I am heartbroken,” 
he said. “I am sorry and 
apologetic to the bereaved 
families who are suffering an 
unspeakable tragedy, and to 
the people who share the pain 
and sorrow.” Police have faced 
stringent public criticism and 
scrutiny over their responses 
during the tragedy, having dis-
patched just 137 officers to the 
area despite estimating in ad-
vance as many as 100,000 peo-
ple would gather. Last week, 
transcripts of several emergen-
cy calls made in the hours lead-
ing up to the accident showed 
that people had warned of a 
potential crush.—APP

China denounces 
British minister’s 

potential Taiwan visit
BEIJING: Beijing voiced its anger Monday after a British 
minister confirmed he will visit Taiwan this week for trade 
talks and meet President Tsai Ing-wen.
China views democratically-governed Taiwan as its own 
territory and strongly objects to any official interactions 
between Taipei and foreign governments, believing it is a 
show of support for Taiwan’s separateness from China.
Britain’s Department for International Trade said Greg 
Hands, minister of state for trade and also a member of 
parliament, would meet Tsai and co-host the 25th annual 
U.K.-Taiwan Trade Talks during his two-day visit.
“Visiting Taiwan in person is a clear signal of the UK’s com-
mitment to boosting UK-Taiwan trade ties. Like the UK, 
Taiwan is a champion of free and fair trade underpinned 
by a rules-based global trading system,” his office said in a 
statement. Speaking in Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian said China resolutely opposed any 
form of official exchanges between a country with whom it 
has diplomatic ties and Taiwan. “We urge the British side 
to stop any form of official exchanges with Taiwan and stop 
sending wrong signals to separatist forces for Taiwan inde-
pendence,” he said. Hands will also meet Taiwan’s top trade 
negotiator John Deng and Economy Minister Wang Mei-
hua, his office added. Taiwan’s Economy Ministry declined 
to comment, saying that the meetings it was arranging were 
closed to the media. Taiwan views Britain as a like-minded 
democratic partner and has been heartened by London’s 
concerns over recent Chinese war games near the island 
and support for its participation in international organiza-
tions, most of which Taiwan is locked out of due to China’s 
objections. Britain, like Taiwan, is also bidding to join the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, or CPTPP. Members agreed in February 
that Britain can proceed with its application, as it looks for 
new trading relationships after leaving the European Union.
China has applied to join as well. Britain has no formal 
diplomatic ties with Taiwan but the two have close eco-
nomic and informal relations and Britain maintains a de 
facto embassy in Taipei.—Agencies 

3 Egyptian 
journalists 

start hunger 
strike 

CAIRO: Three Egyptian 
journalists said Monday 
they had begun hunger 
strikes to demand au-
thorities free Alaa Abdel 
Fattah, a jailed political 
dissident who has been 
refusing food and now 
water too. British-Egyp-
tian Abdel Fattah, 40, a 
major figure in the 2011 
revolt that toppled long-
time president Hosni 
Mubarak, stopped drink-
ing water on Sunday to 
coincide with the open-
ing of the COP27 cli-
mate summit in Egypt. 
“We have stopped eating 
now because Alaa Abdel 
Fattah is in danger of dy-
ing,” journalist Mona Selim 
told AFP during a sit-in at 
the journalists’ union in 
Cairo. She was speaking 
alongside Eman Ouf and 
Racha Azab, the two col-
leagues who have gone 
on hunger strike with her. 
Selim said that the three 
are also demanding the 
“liberation of all prisoners 
of conscience” in Egypt. 
They number more than 
60,000 in Egypt, according 
to rights groups -- jailed un-
der the rule of President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi. – APP



Resolve conflicts 
in Parliament, not 

in courts: IHC CJ
ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) Athar Minallah on 
Monday advised the country’s political 
leadership against bringing their con-
flicts to courts and rather strengthening 
the Parliament by resolving those issues 
in democratic ways. He expressed these 
views while addressing a full court refer-
ence organized in his honour.
On this occasion, the nominated Chief 
Justice of Islamabad High Court Aamer 
Farooq and other judges, district and ses-
sion judges, judicial officers, Additional 
Attorney General Manoor Iqbal Dougal, 
Advocate General Islamabad Jahangir 
Jadoon, Vice Chairman of Islamabad Bar 
Council and members of Islamabad High 
Court and District Officials of Bar Associa-
tions, and others participated.
Addressing the full court, Justice Minallah 
said, “Our tragedy is the state has failed 
to shoulder its responsibilities. Half of our 
life was spent in dictatorships, while the 
courts in their rulings have time and again 
reiterated there is no supremacy of law 
and that law is only for the elite.”
He said that the IHC was not like any oth-
er high court as it represented the feder-
ation. He said that the implementation of 
the law was linked to a change of mindset 
and the political leadership could strength-
en the execution of the Constitution.
It was the responsibility of the political 
leadership to resolve their issues in the 
legislature instead of dragging them to 
courts of law, he added. He said that the 
judiciary’s performance could be gauged 
by how much trust the public had in the 
legal system. He said, “We have taken an 
oath to protect the Constitution.”
He said that implementation of the Con-
stitution could only happen when the 
mindset changes. The political leader-
ship could strengthen implementation 
of the Constitution, he added. – APP
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WASHINGTON: Joe Biden and Donald Trump headline a 
frantic last day of campaigning Monday on the eve of a mid-
term election that will shape the rest of the US president’s 
term -- and could pave the way for a White House comeback 
by his predecessor. After months of divisive campaigning, 
Biden and Democrats face a gargantuan struggle to hang on 
to Congress, in a race that he has cast as a “defining” mo-
ment for American democracy -- though kitchen-table issues 
like inflation have largely dominated voters’ minds.
Republicans appear set to snatch a majority on Tuesday in 
the lower House of Representatives, and many Democrats 
fear the Senate also slipping away in a defeat that would 
see Biden’s foes in near total charge of legislation during 
his next two years as president. Polls show most Americans 
are anxious about the economy and feel the country is on 
the wrong track, emboldening Republican candidates in dis-
tricts that once looked out of reach. With all 435 seats in 
the House of Representatives up for grabs alongside a third 
of the 100-member Senate and a slew of state posts, Dem-
ocrats were putting a brave face on their prospects. “The 
party in the White House usually loses during midterms but 

the reality is we still have a very strong pathway, not just to 
keeping the Senate but really picking up seats,” Senator Cory 
Booker told ABC. Democratic candidates have been lent star 
power on the campaign trail by the party’s most popular el-
der statesmen, including presidents Barack Obama and Bill 
Clinton. Republicans have tapped a narrower roster of their 
own big hitters, with the spotlight turning in recent weeks to 
Trump -- who has been teasing a probable new presidential 

run in 2024. Biden and Trump go head-to-head on election 
eve. The president holds a rally in Maryland while Trump will 
campaign in a turbulent US Senate race in Ohio.
Trump has had a significant role in the midterms, shaping the 
Republican field through endorsements and hinting at anoth-
er presidential run at campaign rallies. He is due to speak in 
Ohio on Monday. With narrow control of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, Biden’s Democrats helped him 
to fulfill campaign promises to boost clean energy, fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic and finance the rebuilding of crumbling 
roads and bridges. Despite Biden’s warnings about democracy, 
many of his fellow Democrats have emphasized more practical 
matters, such as their work to lower prescription drug prices 
and defend the Social Security safety-net program. While Dem-
ocrats also campaigned on abortion rights, opinion polls show 
that has faded as a top voter concern. Biden’s unpopularity 
has made him an unwelcome guest in many of the most com-
petitive states, where Democratic candidates have declined 
to appear with him or say whether they would back him for 
re-election. Instead, his travels have been confined to Demo-
cratic strongholds in the final days before the election. – APP

Biden, Trump rally troops on eve of crucial midterms
Trump has had a significant role in the midterms, shaping the Republican field 
through endorsements and hinting at another presidential run at campaign rallies

Briefs
Pak, Turkiye 

have common 
religion, 

Sufi values
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Religious Affairs and 
Interfaith Harmony Mufti 
Abdul Shakoor on Monday 
said Pakistan and Turki-
ye had common religion, 
creed and values of Sufis. 
In a meeting with Turkish 
Ambassador Dr Mehmet 
Pacaci, the minister dis-
cussed the matters of mu-
tual interest and said the 
people of both the coun-
tries had love and respect 
for each other.
Abdul Shakoor said Turki-
ye had actively helped Pa-
kistani brothers in the try-
ing times, adding that the 
people of this region and 
religious scholars had giv-
en full financial and moral 
support for the stability of 
the Ottoman Caliphate. 
He said the policy and 
views of the Turkish gov-
ernment regarding human-
ity and welfare of the Mus-
lim Ummah were valuable.
The Turkish ambassador 
said Turkiye considered it 
an obligation to help Paki-
stani brothers and sisters 
in the difficult times.
He desired that Turki-
ye and Pakistan should 
achieve the common goals 
of development and pros-
perity together. He also 
called for furthering re-
lations between the two 
countries both at govern-
ment and public levels. 

China keeping 
a close eye 

on Pakistan’s 
situation

 

DNA
BEIJING: Chinese Foreign 
Ministry Spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said on Mon-
day that China is keeping 
a close eye on Pakistan’s 
political situation. “China 
and Pakistan are all-weath-
er strategic cooperative 
partners. We have been 
supporting each other for 
common development and 
in joint efforts to over-
come difficulties,” he said 
during his regular briefing 
in response to a question 
about the debt assistance 
provided by China and oth-
er financial assistance.
“China has done its ut-
most to help Pakistan sta-
bilize its financial situa-
tion. We have been doing 
so, and we will continue 
to do so,” he said.
As per media reports, dur-
ing Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif’s recent official 
visit to Beijing, the Chinese 
leadership promised to roll 
out $4 billion in sovereign 
loans, refinance $3.3 billion 
commercial bank loans and 
increase currency swept by 
about $1.45 billion.
To a question about Paki-
stan’s current political situ-
ation, he said that China had 
notedthe relevant reports. 

Twitter to ban 
unlabelled 

parody 
accounts 

web desK

CALIFORNIA: Elon Musk 
says Twitter accounts en-
gaging in impersonation 
without clearly specifying 
they are a parody will be 
permanently suspend-
ed. Twitter previously 
issued a warning before 
suspending accounts, but 
there would now be no 
warning, he announced.
A number of accounts that 
changed their name to 
Elon Musk and mocked 
the billionaire have already 
been suspended or placed 
behind a warning sign.
Twitter’s billionaire new 
owner took over the com-
pany late last month.
At the end of last week he 
laid off around half of the 
company’s workforce.
He has also confirmed 
plans to allow users to buy 
blue-tick, verified status.
Detailing the new policy on 
parody accounts, Mr Musk 
tweeted: “Previously, we 
issued a warning before 
suspension, but now that 
we are rolling out wide-
spread verification, there 
will be no warning.”
He added that “any name 
change at all will cause 
temporary loss of verified 
checkmark”.

Russian 
businessman 

confesses 
interfering 
in US polls

MOSCOW: Influential Rus-
sian businessman Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, who is linked to 
President Vladimir Putin 
and sanctioned by Washing-
ton and European countries, 
admitted on Monday to in-
terfering in US elections.
“Gentlemen, we interfered, 
we are interfering and we 
will interfere,” Prigozhin, 
who has been accused of 
running a “troll factory” to 
influence the outcome of 
votes in several Western 
countries, said in a state-
ment quoted by his team.
“Carefully, precisely, surgi-
cally and the way we do it, 
the way we can,” Prigozhin 
quipped. Prigozhin, 61, re-
sponded to a request to com-
ment on a Bloomberg report 
saying Russia was interfering 
in the US midterm elections.
The announcement was pub-
lished on the last day of cam-
paigning on the eve of a mid-
term election that will shape 
the rest of US President Joe 
Biden’s term -- and could pave 
the way for a White House 
comeback by Donald Trump. 
In September, Prigozhin con-
firmed he had founded the 
Wagner mercenary group 
whose members have been 
at the forefront of Moscow’s 
offensive in Ukraine.
The high-profile announce-
ment was interpreted by 
many analysts as evidence 
Prigozhin was eyeing a pos-
sible political role in Russia.
For years, the Wagner group 
had been suspected of play-
ing a role in realising Mos-
cow’s overseas ambitions, 
with the Kremlin denying 
any links. Its presence has 
been reported in conflict 
zones including Syria, Libya, 
Mali, and the Central African 
Republic, where it has been 
accused of abuses and cap-
turing state power. – APP

Security forces 
kill terrorist 
in Khyber 
District

DNA
 

RAWALPINDI: A terrorist 
of a banned outfit was killed 
and three others were ar-
rested in injured condition 
in exchange of fire with the 
security forces in district 
Khyber on Monday.
According to Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the 
security forces were con-
ducting a search operation 
in the area when terrorists 
opened fire on them.  These 
terrorists were wanted for 
attacking government offi-
cials and law enforcement 
authorities. A huge cache of 
arms and ammunition were 
also recovered from the pos-
session. The killed terrorist 
remained actively involved 
in terrorist activities against 
security forces. 

Curbs lifted 
in New Delhi; 

air quality 
‘very poor’

Web Desk

NEW DELHI: Primary 
schools will reopen in In-
dia’s capital New Delhi 
this week and curbs will be 
lifted on certain construc-
tion activities, authorities 
said on Monday, after pol-
lution levels improved to 
the ‘very poor’ category 
from ‘severe’. Residents 
in the capital have been 
waking up in recent weeks 
to hazy mornings with the 
sky a shade of grey.
A thick layer of smog en-
velops the city in winter 
as cold, heavy air traps 
construction dust, vehicle 
emissions and smoke from 
crop stubble burning in 
neighbouring states, caus-
ing a surge in respiratory 
illnesses among its 20 mil-
lion people. The air quality 
index in nearly all monitor-
ing stations in the city was 
between 300 to 400 or in 
the “very poor” category on 
Monday, which experts say 
leads to respiratory illness 
on prolonged exposure.
However it was an improve-
ment on last week’s reading 
of 400-500 in the index, 
which is described as “se-
vere”. “Directions for work 
from home amended and 
offices functioning at full 
capacity from today,” Delhi 
state environment minister 
Gopal Rai told reporters. 
Primary schools will reopen 
on Wednesday.

UN chief warns world 
on path to ‘climate hell’

Guterres called for a “historic” deal between rich countries and emerging economies 
that would aim to reduce emissions and keep the temperature rise to the more 

ambitions Paris Agreement target of 1.5 degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial era
SHARM EL SHEIKH: Humanity is in “the 
fight of our lives” as climate change in-
tensifies droughts, floods and heatwaves, 
UN chief Antonio Guterres warned world 
leaders Monday at talks in Egypt on curb-
ing global warming. In the midst of a 
barrage of international crises battering 
economies and shaking international rela-
tions -- from the Covid pandemic and Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict to weather extremes 
-- Guterres said the international commu-
nity faces a stark choice. “Cooperate or 
perish,” he told leaders at the UN COP27 
summit in the Red Sea resort of Sharm 
el-Sheik. “It is either a Climate Solidarity 
Pact, or a Collective Suicide Pact.”
Guterres called for a “historic” deal be-
tween rich countries and emerging econ-
omies that would aim to reduce emissions 
and keep the temperature rise to the more 
ambitions Paris Agreement target of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above the pre-industrial era. 
He said the target should be to provide 
renewable and affordable energy for all, 

calling on the top emitters, 
the United States and Chi-
na, in particular to step 
up their efforts. On the 
current trajectory, the 
UN chief said, “we are 
on a highway to climate 
hell with our foot still 
on the accelerator”.
At around 1.2C of warm-
ing so far, impacts are 
already accelerating on 
all fronts.  Major droughts 
in the Horn of Africa have 
pushed millions to the edge 
of starvation, while dead-
ly floods in Pakistan 
swamped farm-
land and 
d e -

stroyed infrastructure, causing 
more than $30 billion in dam-

age and losses according to 
the World Bank.
Meanwhile, the global com-
munity is lagging behind 
both on efforts to cut plan-
et-heating emissions and 
payments to vulnerable 
countries to help them build 
resilience and green their 
economies. On Sunday, de-
veloping nations won a small 
victory when delegates agreed 
to put the controversial issue 

of money for “loss and 
damage” -- aid 

for the 
im-

pacts already being felt -- on the summit 
agenda. Guterres said it was a “moral im-
perative” for richer polluters to help vul-
nerable countries, which often are the least 
responsible for climate change.
He said the Ukraine war and an array of oth-
er crises facing the world may capture much 
attention, but stressed that many of these 
are linked to “growing climate chaos”.
The UN chief also addressed the massive 
biodiversity loss that has seen human ac-
tivity drive the planet’s sixth mass extinc-
tion crisis, threatening the food we eat, 
water we drink and air we breathe. 
“Let’s not forget that the war on nature 
is in itself a massive violation of human 
rights,” Guterres said.  The climate fight 
“will be won or lost in this crucial decade 
on our watch,” he said. And as the glob-
al population is estimated to hit 8 billion 
this month, Guterres reminded the world 
leaders gathered in Egypt that the deci-
sions they make now and in the years to 
come will reverberate for generations.
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“FM Bilawal Bhutto 
reffirmed Pakistan’s 

support for Iraq’s 
territorial integrity 
and sovereignty. He 
acknowledged Iraq’s 
success in the fight 
against terrorism”

Babar Awan claims Imran 
Khan was shot by AK-47

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan’s legal advisor 
Babar Awan on Monday claimed that the for-
mer Prime Minister has been shot by an AK-
47. PTI leader Faisal Javed appeared before 
the anti-terrorism court (ATC) in the case of 
violation of Section 144 and interference in 
the car government. The court asked Faisal 
Javed that how is he doing now? How are the 
wounds? To which the PTI leader said that 
he has fever but he is feeling better. Faisal 
said that the bullet only touched his skin 
due which he was wounded.
Imran Khan’s lawyer Awan told the court 
that PTI leaders were accused of blocking 
the road, raising slogans against the gov-
ernment, alleging in the case that public 

property was damaged, in the case, it was 
accused of spreading fear with sticks and 
slogans, which government vehicle was 

damaged? It was not written in the case, 
the PTI was only booked for standing on 
the road. He said that Imran Khan was 
hit by two bullets, former Prime Minister 
Khan was shot by AK-47 and 9 mm bullet 
hit Shaheed Moazzam. 
Later, while talking to the media out-
side the court, Babar Awan said that 
people are advising that 5,000 people 
should be killed. He further questioned 
that who killed the FIA’s witnesses and 
the investigation officers were killed in 
which period?
"Do we have any interest in the police 
coming to our homes, what was sent 
to Azam Swati s daughter, why were 
the granddaughters forced to leave the 
country? The FIA says in a few hours 
that the video is fake, the FIA should 
not play the game of fire," he said.

Isolated rain 
thunderstorm 
likely in GB, 

KP, Balochistan
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Meteorological De-
partment (PMD) on Sunday forecast mainly 
dry weather in most parts of the country dur-
ing the next 24 hours. However, isolated rain-
wind/ thunderstorm (snow over hilly areas) 
is expected in Gilgit Baltistan, upper Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. According to 
the synoptic situation, a westerly wave was still 
affecting most upper and western parts of the 
country and may persist in western parts till 
Tuesday. During last 24 hours, rain-wind/ thun-
derstorm occurred at upper/ central Punjab, 
Islamabad, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, 
Gilgit Baltistan, Balochistan and lower Sindh. 
Rainfall recorded in Punjab was: Murree 36 
mm; Rawalpindi (Shamsabad 27, Chaklala 25, 
Kachehri 21); Islamabad (Zero Point 24, Bokra 
18, Airport, Saidpur 17, Golra 14). – APP

FM Bilawal holds meeting 
with Iraqi counterpart

DNA

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: On the sidelines of 
the 13th annual meeting of Sir Bani Yas Fo-
rum in Abu Dhabi on Monday Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar 
met the Foreign Minister of Iraq, Dr. Fouad 
Hussein. The Ministers exchanged views 
on bilateral relations, as well as regional 
and global issues of common interest. They 
reaffirmed the long-standing  ties of amity 
and cooperation between the two countries, 
rooted deep in shared faith, common values 
and cultural affinities; and reiterated the de-

sire to further strengthen bilateral relations 
in all fields, the foreign office said.
FM Bilawal reffirmed Pakistan’s support for 
Iraq's territorial integrity and sovereignty. 
He acknowledged Iraq's success in the fight 
against terrorism and appreciated the resil-
ience of Iraqi people in their efforts to over-
come challenges and rebuild the country.
Matters pertaining to Pakistani Zaireen 
visiting Iraq and people-to-people contact 
between the two countries also came under 
discussion. While appreciating the meas-
ures taken by the Iraqi government for the 
well-being of the Zaireen, the Foreign Min-
ister requested his counterpart for further 
facilitation in visas and travel, particularly 

during Ashura Muharram and Arbaeen.
The Ministers also exchanged views on 
ways to expand  commercial cooperation 
and improve connectivity between the two 
countries.  Both sides reaffirmed their re-
solve to continue collaborating closely to 
further strengthen bilateral ties and coordi-
nate at the mutlilateral fora. 

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets with UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guetteres on the sidelines of the COP-27 Summit. – DNA


