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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz
: -’ Sharif on Fri-
3 day stressed
" the need to
strengthen
: institutions
for eradicating corruption
from the country by following
the golden principles of Islam
and ensuring the supremacy
of law. In his message on the
occasion of World Anti-Cor-
ruption Day, the prime minis-
ter said the occasion marked
the renewal of the pledge to
root out this scourge consid-
ering it a major obstacle in
the way of development and
prosperity. PM stressed that
corruption, in any country,
could lead to economic and
administrative ~ destruction.
He also emphasized the need
for doing away with the prac-
tice of using corruption as a
tool for political victimization.
The prime minister regretted
that the previous government
jailed political opponents
on the basis of frivolous cor-
ruption allegations. Terming
corruption as a major nation-
al issue, he said instead of
merely using it for political
sloganeering and point scor-
ing, serious efforts should be
made for its eradication.

World needs
to change its
opinion: FM

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal

“ari in an in-
"~ terview with

' = ' a newspaper
emphasized

on the world to change its
opinion about Pakistan. Ac-
cording to a private news
channel, Bilawal gave a spe-
cial interview to “The Straits
Times” during his visit to
Singapore on Friday. Answer-
ing different queries, Bilawal
said Singapore and other
ASEAN countries can benefit
immensely from the talent of
Pak youth in Information and
Technology (IT) related activ-
ities and other activities.

Bilawal said many freelanc-
ers in Pakistan are provid-
ing services in IT, telecom,
e-commerce, data analytics,
financial services, music,
and health. He said online
commerce is on the rise in
Pakistan as the Pakistani
e-commerce market had ex-
panded by 45 percent in 2021
and now it is expected to gen-
erate $7.67 billion in revenue
in 2022. FM said Pakistan
is ASEAN’s oldest sectoral
dialogue partner and wants
to upgrade its full dialogue
partnership with this plat-
form. FM said Pakistan gives
importance to its relations
with Singapore bilaterally
and in the context of ASEAN
as there is a lot of potential
for cooperation between Sin-
gapore and Pakistan in trade.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor
. J

SC declares
Reko Diq
deal legal

CJP announces 13-page short
opinion on presidential reference

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC)
on Friday declared an agreement signed
between the Pakistan government and two
international firms — Antofagasta PLC and
Barrick Gold Corporation — in March for
the revival of the long-stalled Reko Diq
mining project as legal.

The verdict was pronounced by a five-mem-
ber SC bench, headed by Chief Justice of
Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial, on a presiden-
tial reference that sought the SC’s opinion
on whether a 2013 judgement by the apex
court prevented the federal and provincial
governments from entering into the imple-
mentation agreement afresh. In the 13-page
short order, the court said: “The process
for the reconstitution of the Reko Diq pro-
ject has been undertaken transparently and
with due diligence. The agreements are be-
ing signed by authorities duly authorised
and competent to do so under the law.”
It added that expert advice on financial,
technical and legal issues was sought
from local and independent international
consultants to ensure transparency and
fairness in the project.

The court further observed that the
agreements under which the terms for
consultancy were settled were also consti-
tuted after “due deliberation and have not
been found by us to be unconstitutional
or illegal”. The court order stated that the

proposed Foreign Investment (Protection
and Promotion) Bill, 2022 and any amend-
ments to it would not violate the Constitu-
tion or the law, provided that the relevant
resolutions were passed by the Sindh and
Balochistan assemblies and by the National
Assembly after following due process. “We
also note that the proposed [bill] will not
only pave the way for the implementation of
the Reko Diq project in its present form but
will also facilitate and encourage direct for-
eign investment in similar mining projects
and other high capital-intensive industries
in which direct foreign investment is re-
quired to be encouraged through guar-
antees assured by laws and regulatory
measures,” the court order reads, add-
ing that the bill was not rendered “per-
son-specific” just because the Reko Diq
project was the first to be identified as a
“qualified investment” under its terms.
Regarding the questions posed by Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi on the project, the court
observed that while it was settled law that
disposal of public assets through a com-
petitive process was the ordinary rule, “it
is not an invariable rule”.

The order said the Constitution did not
forbid the disposal of public assets other
than through a competitive process as long
as the alternative process had legal sup-
port and was rationally justified, pointing
out that these conditions were met in the

Continued on Page 06

Dissolution
at all costs,

this month
says Imran

Asks workers to get ready for elections

ArLr Hamza
LAHORE: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran

- Khan has asked his
| workers on Friday to
Y ready themselves for
the general elections.
In his video message,
Imran Khan said
that the country is
destroyed when the powerful steal billions
of rupees and send the country s money
abroad, which weakens the country. Talking
about the white collar crime, Imran went
on to say that with the NAB amendments,
to cope with the challenges of white collar
crime becomes impossible.

Taking a jibe at the coalition government,
the former premier said that the thieves had
been imposed on the country, adding them-
selves obtained the license of plundering.
Giving his take over the country’s progress,
Imran Khan said the country continues to
develop as long the rule of law exists, add-
ing to expose the cases of big corruption
will one pave way for country’s progress.

Continued on Page 06

Big blow to
Imran in PM
defamation case

DNA

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) has
upheld the verdict of the lower court that
had abolished former premier Imran Khan’s
right to defend in a Rs 10 billion defamation
case filed against him by Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif. The LHC dismissed the
pleas filed by Imran Khan seeking nullifi-
cation of the verdict of the lower court in
Rs 10 billion defamation case filed against
him by Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif.
The lower court, in a verdict, had abol-
ished Khan’s right to defend.

In a hearing held today, the LHC Judge Justice
Chaudhry Muhammad Igbal upheld the verdict
of the lower court and dismissed Khan’s plea.
In the plea, it was stated that Khan raised ob-
jections on the Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s
questions which were rejected by the court.
The court abolished Khan'’s right to defend upon
his failure to answer the questions of Shahbaz.

I

ISLAMABAD The Ambassador of People ) Republlc of China Nong Rong calls on Pre51dent Dr

Chinese envoy
calls on Dr.

Arif Alvi

SHusaaT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Friday said that
the China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor was a strategic
project having economic,
financial, logistics and con-
nectivity value for Pakistan
and China as well as region-
al and other countries.

The president, in a meet-
ing with China’s Ambas-
sador in Pakistan Nong
Rong, who called on him,
at Aiwan-e-Sadr, said Paki-
stan would welcome other
countries to partner and
benefit from this project.
He said that full operation-
alization of CPEC and the

Continued on Page 06

Sindh police
take Swati in
custody

DNA

QUETTA: PTI Senator Azam
Swati was handed over to
the Sindh police in Quetta on
Friday, his lawyer said, hours
after the Balochistan High
Court directed the police to
quash all five first informa-
tion reports (FIRs) registered
against him in the province
over his controversial tweets
against top military officials
and release him if he was not
booked in any other cases.
Swati’s lawyer Advocate Igbal
Shah confirmed the develop-
ment. PTT leaders lashed out
at the news with the party’s
provincial president Qasim
Suri saying the party was in
the process of quashing the
remaining FIRs against Swati
after the BHC order.

Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

PML-N ready

to ‘welcome’
Nawaz Sharif

Rana Sanaullah challenges the PTI chief
to dissolve Punjab Assembly

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Rana San-
aullah said on Friday that the party has be-
gun preparations to “welcome” former pre-
mier Nawaz Sharif, as his return would tip
the results in the party’s favour if an elec-
tion were to be held in Punjab. “We have
begun preparations to welcome Nawaz from
today,” the minister — who is also the PML-
N’s provincial president — said at a press
conference in Lahore alongside Punjab In-
formation Secretary Azma Bokhari.

Nawaz has been living in London since
November 2019 after he was allowed to
leave the country for medical treatment.
Addressing press conference, Sanaullah
challenged the PTI chief to dissolve the
Punjab Assembly, saying: “We have decid-
ed to fight and prepare for the elections.”

Continued on Page 06

PoL prices may
be reduced by
up to Rs30

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: As global oil prices fall, petro-
leum product prices in Pakistan may also be
reduced by up to Rs30, Petroleum Division
sources revealed on Friday. According to
the sources, petrol is currently being pur-
chased at $76 to $77 per barrel. Levy charg-
es on petrol are Rs50 per litre, while sales
tax on all petroleum products remains zero.
The current price of petrol in the country
is Rs224.8 per litre. The price revision

Continued on Page 06

Croatia stun Brazil

Brazil’s World Cup
dreams shattered
even as Neymar
makes history

SporTs DESK

DOHA: Croatia on Friday defeated Brazil (4-
3) on penalties to advance into FIFA World
Cup Semi Finals. The game went goalless in
normal time, with frustrated Brazilians mak-
ing various attempts at goal. However, during
additional extra time, both the teams scored
to end the AET with 1-1 score.

He dropped down to midfield and played
two excellent one-twos the first with Rodry-
go and then with Pedro at the edge of the
area to break into the box. Neymar then
held off Sosa before rounding the keeper
and smashing it into the roof of the net to
break the deadlock. Neymar was buried
in a mountain of Brazil players and substi-
tutes when he celebrated his goal, and was
then individually hugged by everyone. The
match took a dramatic turn in 116th min-
ute when Croatia levelled the match after
Bruno Petkovic’s goal. It was a special goal
for Neymar as it brings his tally for the na-
tional team level with Brazilian great Pele.
This win came as a huge shock as Brazil
were the frontrunner favourites of this
World Cup. Croatia lost the final of World
Cup 2018 to France.

US Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary Elizabeth Horst visits Pakistan

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Principal Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary for South and Central
Asia Elizabeth Horst visited Islamabad
December 89 to discuss U.S. support
for Pakistan’s flood recovery with gov-
ernment leaders. She also spoke with
members of Pakistan’s civil society
to discuss initiatives to combat gen-
der-based violence, as well as strategies
to ensure underserved communities are
represented in flood recovery efforts.

The United States has provided more
than $97 million to support flood relief,
food security, and disaster preparedness
in Pakistan this year. PDAS Horst’s
visit was part of an ongoing effort to ex-
plore further ways to support Pakistan’s
flood recovery and resilience, including
through the U.S.-Pakistan Green Alli-
ance. The U.S.-Pakistan Green Alliance
is a framework to address shared chal-
lenges relating to agriculture, energy,

water, and other environmental issues;
to strengthen climate resilience; and

to foster inclusive economic growth.
These issues are even more critical in

between our countries.

the aftermath of the devastating floods.

During her visit, PDAS Horst met with
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar, Minister of Climate Change
Sherry Rehman, Minister of Planning, De-
velopment, and Special Initiatives Ahsan
Igbal, and Chief of Staff of the National
Disaster Management Authority Brigadier
Naik Nam. Her discussions underscored
the U.S. government’s commitment to
working with Pakistan to support its flood
recovery efforts, improve access to renew-
able energy, respond to climate change,
and address challenges that stand in the
way of expanding trade and investment

PDAS Horst also held a discussion with
civil society leaders with expertise on
humanitarian relief, women’s rights,
children’s rights, and minority rights.
She stressed the U.S. position that hu-
manitarian relief and flood recovery
should be inclusive. For 75 years, the
United States has valued our long-stand-
ing bilateral partnership with Pakistan.

As Pakistan continues to recover from
the floods, our support for affected com-
munities will remain steadfast. Earlier in
October, the United States said it would
give an additional $30 million in humani-
tarian aid to Pakistan to support victims
of recent catastrophic flooding in the
South Asian nation. It brings the total
disasterrelated assistance from Wash-
ington to Islamabad this year to $97
million. U.S. Ambassador Donald Blome
announced the new funding during a trip
to southern Sindh province, one of the
country’s worst-hit regions.

“We have been here for the people of
Pakistan since the beginning, support-
ing the most vulnerable communities.
With these new funds, the United States
will expand upon its existing response,
enabling USAID to reach more than 1.8
million people in Pakistan,” Blome said.
Pakistani and United Nations officials
say torrential seasonal rainfall, made
worse by global climate change, has trig-
gered floods across Pakistan.
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Pak committed
to achieve SCO’s
objectives: Tarar

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Law and Justice Azam Nazeer Tarar
on Friday said that Pakistan remained
committed to upholding Shanghai Co-
operation Organization’s (SCO’s) devel-
opment strategy objectives.

The minister expressed these views
while addressing the 9th Ministers of
Justice meeting of the SCO held here
virtually. He said that SCO represented
the ambitions of the Member States
to build prosperous and sustainable
partnerships for promoting common
values, interests, and opportunities.
The objectives of the SCO were in com-
plete harmony with the foreign policy
goals of the Government of Pakistan,
which focus on peace, stability, and
development, he added. Azam Nazeer
said that Pakistan remained committed
to upholding these shared objectives in-
cluding playing an effective role in the
promotion of cooperation in the field
of law and justice. He said that SCO is
also a dynamic platform to forge ties
with regional partners and Pakistan
would continue cooperation on forensic
activities, legal services, and suprem-
acy of rule of law in order to achieve
the goals of this august forum. He said
that Pakistan believed that the future
of our region, and the world, would fea-
ture unprecedented interdependence
and enhanced cooperation. Accord-

ingly, promoting friendly relations and
strengthening regional cooperation
through enhanced connectivity and
people-to-people contacts would help
us achieve and confront common objec-
tives and challenges. The minister said
that the coincidence of double hazards
of floods and COVID was a challenging
problem. Since the beginning of 2020,
many regions around the World espe-
cially the SCO region had been expe-
riencing this double hazard of serious
flooding and the pandemic. Pakistan
too was badly affected by COVID and
the recent flooding. Around 33 million
people, including approximately 16 mil-
lion children, have been affected by this
year’s unprecedented heavy monsoon
rains in Pakistan, which led to the de-
struction of homes, farms, and critical
infrastructure including roads, bridges,
schools, hospitals, and public health fa-
cilities. He said it was imperative that
the SCO Member States should forge
partnerships, revise environmental
legal frameworks and formulate com-
bined strategies to effectively combat
the crises caused by the pandemic and
the environmental challenges.

At the heart of this approach must be
sustained education and communica-
tion, especially among the users of
natural resources, about the laws and
procedures that are needed and that
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are set in place to facilitate effective
enforcement and compliance.

He said that forensic science had be-
come a critical element of the criminal
justice system as forensic scientists ex-
amine and analyze evidence from crime
scenes and elsewhere to develop ob-
jective findings that could assist in the
investigation and prosecution of perpe-
trators of crime or absolve an innocent
person from suspicion. He said that
the development of the legal systems
including legal education of the SCO
Member States was also an important
aspect and Pakistan looked forward
to cooperating in the promotion and
development of the Organization’s le-
gal system. Accordingly, Pakistan was
actively participating in the activities
of the Expert Working Groups on fo-
rensic activities and legal Services
including the draft SCO Convention
on Legal Assistance and Legal Rela-
tions in Civil Cases. He said that the
last decade had seen an increase in
respect for the rule of law. Pakistan is
also determined to achieve the objec-
tives of the SCO Development Strat-
egy until 2025 through a series of
actions that include increasing inter-
action with fellow SCO Member States,
strengthening regional and bilateral
cooperation, and establishing mutually
beneficial contacts.—APP
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ICCIA’s 5th BOE event on
green entrepreneurship held

Nazir SIvaL

KARACHI: The Islamic Chamber of
Commerce, Industry & Agriculture (IC-
CIA) organized its 5th “Best of Entre-
preneurship Pakistan (BOE)” round in
partnership with Islamic Corporation for
the Development of the Private Sector
(ICD), Federation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry, FPCCI and
hosted by Karachi School of Business and
Leadership (KSBL). Under the theme of
“Green Entrepreneurship in Pakistan:
Challenges, and opportunities”, the event
aimed to highlight the opportunities the
green economy presents for the future en-
trepreneurs as well as existing businesses
and hear their challenges in realizing their
plans. 21 speakers, representing national
and international entities, shared their ex-
periences, best practices, and highlighted
challenges along their journey to enrich
the discussion. These will provide a strong
basis to develop policy recommendations
that are needed to support the growth and
investment in this extremely important
area in Pakistan as well as within the inter-
governmental bodies to contribute to the
voice of the global south private sector that
is the most affected area within the climate
crisis. Highly informative presentations
and lessons learned were shared with an
audience that included entrepreneurs and
professionals who are focused on sustain-
able and environmentfriendly business
practices. University students, aspiring
entrepreneurs, and business enthusiasts

were also part of the event. The morning
session of the event discussed two of the
most important areas within the climate
context: Energy and Plastic. In the Energy
segment, green transitioning of the sector
was discussed by a panel of multinationals
as well as local businesses including Mr.
Mujtaba Khan of Reon Energy, Mr. Zain
Hak, Vice President/Global Head - of
Agriculture & Forestry, Chairman of the
Board SPL PLC, Shell, and Mr. Hashim
Raza, CEO K-Solar. The second panel was
dedicated to the Plastic consumption and
how the businesses are moving towards re-
ducing their contributions to our landfills,
sea, rivers, and the environment at large.
The panel included representation from
Academia including including Dr. Yasir
Nawab, Associate Professor / Dean SET,
National Textile University and Ms. Shiza
Aslam, Head of Circular Plastic Institute,
KSBL and the private sector including
Mr. Khawaja Bilal Hussain, Senior Vice
president, Head of Strategy, Sustainability
and Business Development, Engro, Mr.
Shariq Vohra, Former President, Karachi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry &
Executive Committee Member of FPCCI
and Mr. Waleed Bin Ayub, Sr. Packaging
& Sustainability Development Manager at
Unilever. The afternoon session of the day
focused on entrepreneurial journeys to
create interest in the university students
and aspiring or new entrepreneurs so they
understand what it takes to start and run
a business. Speakers included Mr. Farhan
Adil Mehboob, Director S.Mehboob & Co,

Mr. Ahmad Shabbar, Founder, Director and
CEO of Garbage Can, Mr. Kumayl Khalee-
li, CEO of Zephyr Power. All stressed on
the need for perseverance, measurement
of impact and the leadership that is need-
ed from the youth to secure their future.
Other notable personalities such as, Mr.
Mubashar Hameed, Rector, Karachi
School of Business Leadership (KSBL),
Mr. Amjad Rafi, Senior Member FPCCI,
Dr. Mirza Ikhtiar Baig, Chairman, Baig
Group and Honorary Consul General
of Republic of Yemen in Pakistan, Syed
Muhammad HabibUllah, Assistant Di-
rector Youth Affairs, Sports & Youth Af-
fairs Department, Government of Sindh,
Mr. Hamza Nisar Kushtiwala (Author of
BEHIND THE GREEN), Mr. Andeel Ali

(Head of M&E department at the Nation-
al Incubation Center, Karachi), and Syed
Muhammad HabibUllah, Assistant Direc-
tor Youth Affairs, Sports & Youth Affairs
Department, Government of Sindh also
spoke at the BOE.

ICCIA highlighted that the BOE series
is a platform that has been designed to
bring the relevant stakeholders together
and will continue to enlighten, educate,
and inspire young entrepreneurs to con-
tribute to a greener Pakistan and the
world through regular rounds and series
to touch base on common challenges
and needs. It is the platform to intro-
duce the sectors of the future that Pa-
kistan needs to consider as part of its
strategic vision in building a resilient
and sustainable economy.

Role of teachers vital for democracy

The gatekeeping role of
teachers - at different levels
of education - to inoculate de-
mocracy against the threats
from extremism, inculcate
the democratic values of
peace and harmony in youth
as leaders of tomorrow, and
develop their critical thinking
skills as an inherent com-
munal capacity against/ to
refute extremist narratives,
figured prominently in the
discussions among Quet-
ta-based faculty members.
Representing different uni-
versities across Quetta, the
faculty members converged
at the Quetta Press Club for
the Balochistan Chapter of
Paving Pathways to Social
Cohesion, an initiative by
the Center for Research and
Security Studies (CRSS).
The Center screened four
original short films during
the workshop, one each on i)
Equality, Diversity and Toler-
ance Perspectives, ii)) Women
Rights and Empowerment,
iii) Challenges to Peacebuild-
ing, and iv) Rule of Law and

Accessible Justice. In the
discussions based on the
shortfilms, the participating
faculty members noted that
the differences, a difference
of understanding, &amp;
misunderstandings, if not
resolved timely and respect-
fully, can lead to devastating
outcomes. No democracy
can be successful without
the socio-political ideals like
equality, humanity and equal
opportunities for all mem-
bers of the society regardless
of their socio-political, ethnic,
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cultural, and religious back-
grounds. The

extension of acceptance
and respect towards the
minorities should not be
determined by the choice
of majority groups, instead,
by the constitution and the
milestones like the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). We can be born to
Muslims or to the believers
of any other faith, that&#39;s
not our choice, but we do
have a choice to deal with the
people from different back-

2 g

grounds respectfully. “We are
making doctors, engineers,
and honing and producing
other expertise in the socie-
ty in an effort to respond to
the market needs, but are we
creating good human beings
as something that our society
needs?”, questioned partici-
pants. So many discriminato-
ry attitudes living in the soci-
ety are not merely because of
religious differences, but hap-
pening in the cultural realm;
the motivators are varied and
diverse.—Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan Qamar
Zaman Kaira and Federal Minister for Human Rights Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada addressing a

press conference. —DNA

Turkish
Ambassador
calls on KP
Governor

PESHAWAR :Turkish Am-
bassador to Pakistan Prof Dr
Mehmet Pecaci here on Fri-
day called on Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Ghulam
Ali. Honorary Consul Gen-
eral of Turkey in the province
Salim Saifullah was also pres-
ent in the meeting. They dis-
cussed the further strength-
ening of bilateral relations
and cooperation between the
two countries, especially the
people of KP. The Governor
said,”Turkey is our brotherly
Islamic country and people
of both the countries are
bound with each other in
a strong relationship of love
and friendship.” He expressed
the gratitude to the Turkish
government and people for
helping Pakistan during the
recent floods and in the past.
He emphasized on promoting
trade activities between the
two countries to benefit each
others experiences and capa-
bilities. “I myself have visited
Turkey with a trade delegation
and I recognize the potential
for the development of indus-
try in Turkey,” the Governor
said. He also suggested estab-
lishment of PakTurk medical
and engineering colleges and
universities in Pakistan as like
PakTurk School. —APP

JSMU
receives NOC

from HEC for
two new PhD

Programs

KARACHI: Higher Education
Commission has issued No
Objection Certificate (NOC) to
Jinnah Sindh Medical Universi-
ty for launching two new PhD
programmes in Basic Medical
Sciences and Dental Health
Sciences. Professor Amjad
Siraj Memon, Vice-Chancellor
of Jinnah Sindh Medical Uni-
versity, expressed gratitude
over the issuance of NOC by
HEC and said that by starting
new PhD programmes, the
shortage of highly qualified
healthcare professionals re-
quired in the health sector will
be met. The Higher Education
Commission said in the letters
issued to the JSMU that HEC
has no objection in starting a
PhD in Dental Health Sciences
and Basic Medical Sciences
with the relevant faculty mem-
bers including Professor Dr
Syed Muhammad Kefi Igbal,
Professor Dr Muhammad
Khalil Khan, Professor Dr
Irfan Qamruddin, Professor
Dr Syed Mehboob Alam,
Professor Dr Saadia Akram
and Associate Professor
Dr Farah Jawed with effect
from Spring 2023. In the let-
ters, the University is advised
to comply with the policies laid
down by HEC regarding MS/
MPhil and PhD. —-DNA

Govt. asked to establish Housing Bank
to promote low costing housing in Pak

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Many dig-
nitaries visited the 1st In-
ternational Housing EXPO
22 on its second day being
organized by the Ministry of
Housing & Works in collabo-
ration with Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Indus-
try. Capt. (Retd) Muhammad
Safdar PNL-N leader and
former MNA, H.E. Chakkrid
Kraichaiwong  Ambassador
of Thailand, H.E. Nguyen
Tien Phong, Ambassador of
Vietnam, H.E. H.E. Khazar
Farhadov Ambassador of
Azerbaijan and H.E. Ms. Dil-
shad Senor, Ambassador of
Northern Cyprus.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry

and Iftikhar Ali Shallwani,
Secretary, Ministry of Hous-
ing & Works took the visiting
dignitaries to various stalls
put up for display in the
EXPO. The visiting guests
took great interest in the
products and projects dis-
played in the EXPO and high-
ly appreciated the Ministry of
Housing & Works and ICCI
for organizing such a wonder-
ful EXPO. Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari briefed the Capt. (Retd)
Muhammad Safdar about the
importance of establishing a
new industrial estate in the
region to promote industriali-
zation and investment and he
assured that ICCI should give
him a proposal and he would
try to get its approval from
the Prime Minister of Paki-
stan. On the second day, pan-
el discussions were also held

on the sidelines of the EXPO.
The first session was held
on “Low Cost Housing and
Financing Frameworks with
panellists Muhammad Azhar
ul Islam Zafar Vice President
ICCI, Najeeb Haroon Chair-
man PEC, Maj Gen (Retd)
Amer Aslam Khan, Acting
Chairman NPHDA, Dr. kam-
ran Shams CEO Akhuwat
Islamic Microfinance, Dr.
Athar Mansoor, Consult-
ant Public Policy Business
School Hong Kong Universi-
ty of Science & Technology,
Hassan Junaid, Head Islam-
ic Business Pakistan Mort-
gage Refinance Company,
Jamshaid Meher’homji CEO
Trellis Housing Finance
Company, Ch. Abdullah
UPDL and Shoji Hasegawa
DRR Expert JICA as Key-
note Speaker.

Experts call for raising
awareness about animal
rights, protection

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan will
mark International Animal
Rights Day (IARD) on Sat-
urday by raising awareness
about animals’ rights, and
persuading people to extend
kindness and respect to all
sentient creatures. Various
departments, both public
and private, especially ani-
mal rights organizations and
activists will highlight the
importance of the day while
print and electronic media
will disseminate massages
regarding the IARD’s sig-
nificance. “We need to sen-
sitize our youth and create
awareness through digital
and traditional media about
the importance of animal’s
rights and protection of their
natural habitat for safeguard-
ing this planet and environ-
ment,” noted Environment
Activist and President Sus-
tainable Tourism Foundation,
Pakistan Rana Aftab while
talking to APP. In connection
with TIARD being observed
on December 10, Rana Aft-
ab termed lack of awareness

about the animal’s rights as
one of the big reasons for
the inhuman treatment met-
ed out to animals across the
globe. “These animals are
part of our web of life and we
need to protect them for the
healthy environment and sur-
vival of human life.” He urged
the need of proper implemen-
tation mechanism of the rules
and regulation and pointed out
the need to disseminate the
information about the animal
rights in national language.
“Unawareness make people
kill many animals which are
important to maintain the nat-
ural cycle of the ecosystem.”
He said that the departments
working on wild life conser-
vation, national parks and
wilderness areas have very
limited staff and cannot man-
age the proper preservations
of wild life. “Due to this, illegal
hunting of animals is carried
out by influential while the
situation is better in those ar-
eas where community is being
involved for the protection of
animals.” The northern areas
where local community pro-

vides protection to wild life has
sufficient number of animals
with their natural habitat, he
said while urging to engage
local communities along with
the departments to protect
the animal’s life. He said that
incentive-based programs
like trophy hunting should be
launched across the country
which not only help generate
revenue and discourage illegal
hunting but also increase the
interest of the local communi-
ty through increasing their in-
volvement. He told that the 70
percent of revenue of trophy
hunting is shared with the local
community while 30 percent
share goes to government.
Talking about the rights of the
animals, Rana Aftab was of
the view that both domestic
and wild animals have rights
and “we need to educate
out masses about these
rights. Provision of proper
medical facilities, natural
habitat, safety and food
to the domestic animal
including pet and those
involved in labour are the
basic rights, he added.—APP

World community should stop
India from HR violations

ISLAMABAD :Minister for
Human Rights Riaz Pirzada
on Friday reiterated Paki-
stan’s call to the world com-
munity to stop India from
its blatant human rights
violations in the Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK). Ad-
dressing a news conference
along with PM Advisor on
Kashmir Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira regarding the

International Human Rights
Day on 10th December, the
minister said that India
should immediately stop
gross human rights viola-
tions while withdrawing
its troops from IIOJK and
lift all restrictions imposed
here. He expressed the re-
solve that Pakistan would
continue its support with
the Kashmiri people who
are facing Indian atroci-

ties. Addressing the news
conference Qamar Zaman
Kaira said that the world
must fulfill its responsibil-
ity to uphold the sanctity
of law and human rights in
the Indian Occupied Kash-
mir and Palestine.

He said Pakistan stands
steadfast with its Kashmi-
ri brethren and will raise
voice at all international
forums.—Agencies
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lunch for
Minorities




National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

December

Dec 01 / Romania
National Day

Dec 02 / UAE
National Day

Dec 02 / Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05 / Thailand
National Day

Dec 06 / Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07 / India
Armed Forces Flag Day

Dec 09/ Tanzania
National Day

Dec 11/ Oman
Armed Forces Day

Dec 12 /| Kenya
Independence Day

Dec 12 / Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16 / Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16 / Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18 / Qatar
National Day

Dec 18 / Niger
National Day

Dec 23 / Philippines
Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/ Japan
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA ..o 9281092
T I R
LI R
L] ,‘;l’:_;t t-.i' -{-_3_ w .
Hospitals
CMH.....ccoevtvireranns 5611111
MH....cocovivireneienne 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.....ccevervennee. 5556311-4
RGH....coverveveens 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....cccovenune. 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

v, '1@53%@
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Departments
CDA....ccoverenn. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town.........9209224

RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Int’] symposium on post-COVID
higher education challenges

Prof. Choudhary said that science responded to the pandemic by deciphering the virus
in just four months and providing vaccine in the shortest possible time to save lives

DNA

ISLAMABAD:
TECH): COMSTECH,
(COMSTECH Consorti-
um of Excellence CCoE),
IUCPSS (The largest net-
work of public universities
of Pakistan), American In-
stitute of Pakistan Studies,
and The Hollings Centre
for International Dialogue
organized an International
Symposium on Post COV-
ID Higher Education Chal-
lenges and Way Forward
at COMSTECH on Friday.
Vice Chancellors/Rectors
of Muslim Universities from
Uganda, Nigeria, Kenya,
Tanzania, Kazakhstan, and
Pakistan participated in the
symposium. The Coordina-

(COMS-

tor General COMSTECH,
Prof. Dr. M. Igbal Choud-
hary said in his welcome
address that the topic of
today’s symposium is both
relevant and important.
He said that the COVID
pandemic impacted the
world very profoundly. He
said that the pandemic has
exposed the world that no
one is out there to help to
combat pandemic, one has
to solely rely on one’s own
capabilities. Prof. Choud-
hary said that science re-
sponded to the pandemic
by deciphering the virus
in just four months and
providing vaccine in the
shortest possible time to
save lives. He informed that
the next pandemic is being
predicted in just four years-

time, so we have to prepare
for that in advance. Prof.
Choudhary said that the
education has been given
least importance. We are
technologically illiterate and
our competency in the use
of technologies is not at par.
He said that we have to adopt
new normal by learning and
using new technologies. He
said the idea of this symposi-
um is to discuss, debate and
understand the challenges
faced by the higher education
and find appropriate ways to
mitigate them. Pro-Rector
Superior University, Prof. Dr.
Mohammad Nizamuddin said
in his keynote address that
we need to conduct study
to find how higher educa-
tion sector responded to the
pandemic. He said that the

quality of higher education
delivery effected during the
pandemic, because we were
not prepared. He said in one
aspect the higher education
sector was benefited by the
COVID pandemic and that
was the initiation of hybrid
system of education delivery
and adoption of the tech-
nologies. Prof. Nizamuddin
recommended to strive for
technological advancement,
building community centers
and making access to higher
education easy for everyone.
He appreciated the online
education system and rec-
ommended to adopt the on-
line education system. The
chief guest of the conclud-
ing session of the symposi-
um was the chairman stand-
ing committee on foreign

affairs, senator Mushahid
Hussain Sayed. He said like
other parts of the world,
COVID-19 has severely af-
fected higher education sector
in South Asia, highly populat-
ed and unique geographical
region of the world, which ac-
counts for 25% of the world
population having the highest
proportion of youth under the
age of 18 years. Mr. Sayed said,
in Pakistan, about 47 million
students have been affected
including 2 million students en-
rolled in more than 230 univer-
sities and more than 120 sub
campuses. He said that the uni-
versities across the region had
to face multiple challenges dur-
ing and post COVID period. He
said that a dire need is being
felt to bring higher education
leadership/vice  chancellors

across the globe on one plat-
form not only to deliberate on
post COVID higher education
challenges but also suggest
solutions through learning
from best regional and global
practices in key fields of online
teaching, assessment, mental
health issues and required new
skills & educational pathways
for students. He appreciated
the organization of this sympo-
sium as the objectives of this
symposium are the need of the
hour to achieve them as early
as possible. National Coordi-
nator TUCPSS, Mr. Murtaza
Noor said that the purpose
of today’s symposium is to
bring all stakeholder close
together to discuss and find
solutions to the challenges
being faced by higher edu-
cation section after COVID.
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Governmunt of Pakistan

Minister of Federal Education and Professional Training Rana Tanveer Hussain chaired the launching ceremony of addition
of supplementary reading material on animal rights module in curriculum for young children today. —-DNA

NIH asks
health
authorities to

take measures

ISLAMABAD: The National
Institute of Health (NIH)
has asked the health author-
ities and other stakeholders
to ensure taking preventive
and control measures for
seasonal influenza. Accord-
ing to NIH, health author-
ities have been advised
for adopting measures en-
compassing preparedness
to deal with the increased
workload expected in the
outpatient and in-patient
departments during these
days. The institute has also
issued an advisory for the
prevention and control of
Seasonal Influenza in the
wake of the expected up-
surge of influenza cases in
different parts of the coun-
try. The advisory discussed
that Influenza or seasonal
flu can spread from person
to person through coughing
or sneezing or can contam-
inate hands or other sur-
faces. It said that patients
with chronic diseases such
as asthma, diabetes, cardiac
and lungs diseases, etc. and
pregnant women, elderly
people—APP

IT Parks to expand
Pakistan’s digital landscape

ZAHOOR AHMED

ISLAMABAD: With digital
growth going through a rap-
id revolution, the country is
inching towards establishing
a vibrant network of Informa-
tion Technology (IT) parks to
expand its digital landscape.
As the modern-day electron-
ic gadgets have influenced
the entire lifestyle, these IT
parks would provide young
professionals a launching pad
to execute their innovative
ideas and contribute to econ-
omy more efficiently.

The world nations includ-
ing Pakistan felt the vitality
of information technology
more than all times during
the COVID-19 epidemic with
the people keeping in touch
across the globe even when
restricted to homes.

People often, if not always,
rely on IT tools in different
walks of life from economy
to banking, education to po-
litical campaigns, governance
to healthcare and shopping to
routine communication. “We
need to be compatible to rest

of the world in communica-
tion skills. Therefore, we es-
pecially our young generation
needs to be well equipped
with latest communication
techniques,” said Minister
for Information technology
and Communication Syed
Amin-ul-Hasnat. “The IT
parks, we are establishing
would prove to be a launching
pad not only for acquiring lat-
est skills but also contribute
towards narrative building
to counter malicious prop-
aganda against our mother-
land,” he said. The minister
remarked that software tech-
nology parks would not only
generate employment oppor-
tunities for IT professionals
but also attract millions of
dollars in foreign exchange.
“On completion, these parks
would also boost IT industry
and exports and pave way for
an innovative future.”

Currently, work on Rs 41 bil-
lion IT parks in Karachi and
Rs 13.72 billion in Islamabad
is underway that would pro-
vide jobs to around 35,000
IT professionals from across
the country. “The IT Park

in Karachi is the largest of
its kind in Pakistan aimed at
benefitting not only citizens
of Karachi and Sindh but also
the IT professionals and com-
panies across the country,”
the minister said.

The Karachi IT Park was ap-
proved by ECNEC on June 4,
2021 at a capital cost of USD
186.658 million including
USD 158.416 million from
Korean Exim Bank as a loan
and USD 28.242 million local
share. This is an eleven-sto-
rey self-contained building
with covered area of 106,449
square meters having capaci-
ty to provide office space to
approximately 225 start-ups
and small to medium enter-
prises besides ancillary facil-
ities like testing laboratories,
classrooms, industry-academ-
ia linkage centers and audi-
toriums. The government
has invited private sector to
actively participate and play
a frontline role to make IT
parks and other related pro-
jects “a big success story.”
“We are ensuring to equip
these IT parks with latest in-
frastructure, technology and

telecommunication tools for
developing knowledge-based
enterprises,” said an official
of the IT ministry. He said
the range of services offered
by the parks would not be lim-
ited to enterprises and ten-
ants of the parks but also for
companies outside the parks.
“These parks would boost
knowledge-based economy
and entrepreneurship with
the use of advanced technol-
ogies.” The foundation stone
of IT Park in Islamabad was
laid in Chak Shahzad during
May this year by the Minister
for IT and Telecommunica-
tion under “Digital Pakistan
Vision,” to be completed in
30 months at a cost of Rs
13.72 billion. The park would
help meet infrastructure re-
quirement for IT sector and
facilitate technology transfer
through industry and aca-
demia linkages, support
technology =~ commerciali-
zation, links tertiary edu-
cation and production and
promote research and de-
velopment besides enhanc-
ing IT exports and industry
competitiveness.

Farhan Saeed to
headline electrifying
concert at Karachi
On work front, Saeed has been

riding high on success for his
much-loved film ‘Tich Button

ISLAMABAD :Top-notch Pakistani

artist Farhan

Saeed, known for his multi-talented roles of singing,
songwriting, and acting, gears up to make winters
unforgettable for his Karachi fans with an electri-
fying live concert on Dec 10th, 2022. Turning to
his official Instagram account, the ‘Suno Chanda’
sensation left netizens in awe as he shared a video
message stating “Karachi come with your family
and enjoy Soulfest because you don’t have to miss
it” Furthermore, the vocal powerhouse also treated
his huge fan following with a captivating poster, re-
vealing the schedule for his upcoming concerts along
with the caption “December! Let’s go” followed by a
heart emoticon. According to the shared poster, the
heartthrob will headline a concert at Soulfest Kara-
chi on Dec 10th while on 13th and 21st Dec, Saeed
will cast a musical spell on his international fans with
live Dubai and Oman concerts, bringing a mix of his
fascinating tracks along with much-loved Coke Studio
performances. Ending 2022 with powerful vocals and
vibrant energy, the all-rounder has marked Dec 24th

and 26th for his Islamabad fans.

Shortly after the

announcement, fans started bombarding the com-
ment section showing love and excitement for the
highly-anticipated concerts while wishing the best of
luck to the superstar. On the work front, Saeed has
been riding high on success for his much-loved film
‘Tich Button’, as the blockbuster surpassed the 100
million mark at the global box office.—APP

They said that the world community must put pressure on New Delhi to
give the Kashmiris their inalienable right to self-determination

ISLAMABAD: In India Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) has condemned the
upsurge in systematic gen-
ocide, extrajudicial killings,
denial of religious, social,
and political rights, arbi-
trary arrests and torture
of innocent Kashmiris by
brutal Indian troops. The
APHC spokesman in a state-
ment issued in Srinagar on
the eve of Human Rights
Day deplored that the op-
pressed people of Kashmir
were not enjoying even a

bit of this Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights,
adopted by the United Na-
tions General Assembly on
the 10th of December in
1948. He said the spirit of
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights does not per-
mit any member country to
suppress the fundamental
rights of the people, espe-
cially the right to self-deter-
mination. He stressed that
the oppressor like India,
involved in heinous war
crimes against the people,
demanding their inaliena-
ble rights, should face trial

in the International Court
of Justice and International
War Tribunal. APHC leaders
Zamrooda Habib, Yasmeen
Raja, Farida Behenji, Bilal
Siddiqi, Dr Musaib, Ghulam
Muhammad Khan Sopori
and Maulana Sajad Hussain
Falahi in their separate
statements in connection
with the Human Rights Day,
drawing attention of the
world to continued human
rights violations and illegal
detentions of thousands of
Kashmiris, including APHC
Chairman Masarrat Aalam
Butt, Shabbir Ahmed Shah,

Muhammad Yasin Malik,
Aasiya Andrabi, Nayeem
Ahmad Khan and other po-
litical prisoners and youth
languishing in different jails
of India and IIOJK. They
said that the unprecedented
sacrifices of the Kashmi-
ri people would never go
waste but would bring pos-
itive results. The interna-
tional community must now
break the silence and play
its due role in putting an
end to human rights viola-
tions in IIOJK. Meanwhile,
the illegally detained Chair-
man of the International Fo-

rum for Justice and Human
Rights Jammu and Kashmir,
Mohammed Ahsan Untoo in
a massage from Kot Bhal-
wal Jail, Jammu, said that
Human Rights Day will be
observed all over the world,
tomorrow, but there seems
to be no end to the Indian
atrocities on people of occu-
pied Kashmir. Expressing
serious concern over the
continued human rights
abuses by the Indian forc-
es’ personnel he urged the
world community to take
notice of the brutalities by
Indian troops in the occu-

pied territory. Meanwhile,
APHC-AJK leaders Syed Ai-
jaz Rehmani, Shaikh Yaqgoob
and Syed Manzoor Shah in
their separate statements
said that denial of the
right to self-determination
to the Kashmiri people is
the worst rights violation.
They said India claims to
be the largest democracy
in the world but has de-
prived the Kashmiris of
their democratic rights
and has also not fulfilled
its promise of holding a
plebiscite in Jammu and
Kashmir.—APP

Govt to allow
prisoners to
get medical

education

ISLAMABAD :Minister for
National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordina-
tion Abdul Qadir Patel on
Friday directed the Pakistan
Medical Commission (PMC)
to make arrangements for
the inclusion of young pris-
ons in the next admission
test of medical and dental
colleges. In a statement, the
minister said that from next
year these prisoners would
also be allowed to get admis-
sion in nursing, allied health
sciences, MBBS, and other
disciplines of their choice.
He said that all public sec-
tor medical universities and
health institutions would be
bound to give admission to
those aspiring prisoners
who are in jail as this is
their basic right to get edu-
cation. He said that instruc-
tions have been issued in
this regard to the PMC. He
said that the objective was
to respect the rights of the
prisoners and allow them
to avail equal opportuni-
ties in education so that
they could play a positive
role in society.—APP

Craft show
by women

artists today

ISLAMABAD :Empowering
women empowering com-
munities - a two-day craft
festival will start here on
December 10 featuring a va-
riety of arts, crafts, and po-
etry renditions on women’s
voices. The event is being
organized by Nomad Gallery
in collaboration with Serena
Hotel under cultural diploma-
cy to mark December 10 as
Human Rights Day. Nomad
Gallery has been committed
to the promotion of art and
culture, crafts development,
human rights, and peace.
Based in the capital, Islam-
abad, many renowned and
emerging, national and inter-
national artists have exhibit-
ed at Nomad which maintains
a permanently represented
collection. They work with
various communities from
all provinces of Pakistan and
home-based workers produc-
ing handicrafts to showcase
a versatile range of products.
Nomad works to address so-
cial issues in the empower-
ment of Women and Youth
which includes “minorities”
rights and representation in
addition to under-privileged
communities under its ‘Art
and film for Social Change, Ac-
tivism and Peace” programs
focusing on Human Rights
and Women’s Rights through
awareness-raising and eco-
nomic empowerment, train-
ing, seminars, festivals, and
workshops.—APP

Festival
of women
entrepreneurs
today

ISLAMABAD :Wecamp is
all set to kick off the two-
day festival to support and
celebrate women entrepre-
neurs through Art, Craft,
and Food 100 women entre-
preneurs here on December
10 and 11. The festival will
take place at the Pakistan
National Council of the Arts
(PNCA) jointly organized by
atomcamp and wecamp in
collaboration with the Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP), the Minis-
try of Commerce. The festi-
val will help women entrepre-
neurs grow their businesses
and expand their market out-
reach. This year, special fo-
cus has been paid to reaching
marginalized communities
of women. Accordingly, we-
camp has partnered with The
SEED Program to expand
opportunities to twenty wom-
en entrepreneurs from KPK
at the festival. The festival
is open to all walks of life.
Citizens of Islamabad and
Rawalpindi must visit the fes-
tival to support and celebrate
home-based women entrepre-
neurs, Laiba Ahmad - CEO
and Co-founder of wecamp
said while talking to APP.
“I am incredibly proud of
the work wecamp is doing
to facilitate the financial
empowerment of women in
Pakistan. Our women en-
trepreneurs are beacons of
inspiration for their resil-
ience in business in face of
all social norms and expec-
tations. These women are
immensely talented and
I urge everyone to visit
them at our festival; listen
to their stories and share
the pride they take in their
work,” she said.—APP
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Dar efforts
to reduce
political
tension
commendable

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
National Business Group
Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and In-
tellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain
on Friday said Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar’s efforts
to reduce the political tem-
perature in the country are
commendable. The political
tension between different
parties has turned into en-
mity and the current level
of hostility is worrying for
the people, he said. Mian
Zahid Hussain said that the
political enmity is destroy-
ing the country’s economy
which is a cause of great
concern. Talking to the
business community, the
veteran business leader said
that if the political conflict
continued, the confidence
of the business community
will continue to decrease and
the economy will sink.He said
that the ruling party is trying
to reduce political tensions in
the country and in this con-
text Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar has met President Arif
Alvi twice in seventeen days
so that the government and
PTI negotiations can be start-
ed. It will reduce tensions and
the government will be in a
better position to provide re-
lief to the people, manage the
economy, restore agriculture,
help the flood victims and re-
establish the reputation of
Pakistan. He said that Pres-
ident Arif Alvi’s attitude is
also positive, but so far the
opposition leaders are not
showing positive signs. The
government wants uncondi-
tional talks with the PTI in
which pressure tactics will
not be allowed.

Flour
supplied
to over 80
points in Rwp
dist
WAH CANTT :District
Food Controller Rawalpin-
di Sufian Asif Awan has
said that over 80 truck-
ers point has been estab-
lished to supply flour to
the masses on daily basis
at their door steps in var-
ious markets and bazaars
across the district. He was
briefing newsmen about
the anti-wheat smuggling
activities by the food de-
partment at Brahma-Bhat-
tar toll plaza near here on
Friday. On this occasion,
Assistant Food Control-
ler Abid Ijaz Khan office
bearers of traders’ associ-
ation Rawalpindi district
and Taxila chapter were
also present. Ruling out
paucity of flour or artifi-
cial shortage of the basic
commodity in the district,
Mr Awan has said that with
the recommendation of the
concerned assistant com-
missioners of the relevant
tehsils, flour is being sup-
plied to as many as 2200

shops on daily basis across
the district.—APP

First ever
literature-based
museum

on cards

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
is working on the novel
idea of establishing the
country’s first ever litera-
ture-based museum on Pa-
kistani languages with the
aim to protect and promote
the unique literary asset of
all the regional languages
of Pakistan. The “Literary
Museum of Pakistani Lan-
guages” will provide infor-
mation about all the regional
languages being spoken in
the length and breadth of the
country in form of scripts,
booklets, audios and video
documentary display, said
Asim Butt, Director PAL while
talking to APP here Friday. He
said that the Literary Museum
will not only highlight the un-
noticed narratives and history
of multilayered local norms
and values of the country but
would attract the scholars’ and
foreign guests to explore local
culture and linguistics. Beside
preservation and promotion of
unique linguistic taste of Paki-
stani culture and linguistics,
this museum will provide an
opportunity to the visitors to
seek information about scripts,
history, alphabetical informa-
tion, folk tales and prominent
literature of the regional lan-
guages of Pakistan.—APP

Ethiopia for utilization
of transboundary water

Ambassador said the NBI produced a draft agreement called CFA after a decade-long exten-
sive negotiation among the riparian countries with the help of WB, UNDP, and other donors

DNA

ISLAMABAD” Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Federal Dem-
ocratic Republic of Ethiopia
to the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan H.E. Jemal Bek-
er Abdula has said that his
country fully adhered to
the international rule of
equitable and reasonable
utilization of transhoundary
water. “As far as, the Nile
River water is concerned,
Ethiopia is determined to
follow international rules,
treaties and conventions,
but we do not recognize any
treaty to which Ethiopia is
not the party,” the ambassa-
dor said while delivering a
lecture on international wa-
ter law, hydro-politics and
hydro-diplomacy at a work-
shop titled “Winter School
for International Law”.

The “Winter School for In-
ternational Law” was host-
ed by the Islamabad Policy
Research Institute (IPRI) in

collaboration with the Re-
search Society of Interna-
tional law. At the outset of
his lecture, the ambassador
elucidated the terms of hy-
dro-politics and hydro-diplo-
macy and shed light on this
subject’s evolution in the
last couple of decades.

He also informed the au-
dience about the existing
international water laws
and treaties, the United
Nations Watercourse con-
vention, and theories re-
garding the use of shared
transboundary water re-
sources. Around the world,
he said three-quarters of
UN Member States shared
rivers or lake basins with
their neighbors. “There are
more than 270 shared river
basins, which provide fresh-
water for almost 40% of the
globe’s population, includ-
ing the Nile, the Indus, the
Ganges, the Euphrates-Ti-
gris, and the Mekong.”

As regards the inter-state
relations of the African
continent in the context of

shared water resources, he
said the Nile River was the
longest transboundary river
in the world whose water
was shared among 11 coun-

tries including Tanzania,
Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi,
The Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Kenya, Ethi-
opia, Eritrea, South Sudan,
Sudan, and Egypt.

The ambassador said dur-
ing the last two centuries,
several treaties were con-
cluded in respect of the
Nile River, which Egypt
has been invoking to justify
their ‘right’ to the use of the
waters of the Nile River. He

said Ethiopia was not the
party to any of these trea-
ties, however, it directly and
actively participated in the
Nile Basin Initiative (NBI)
forum which was estab-
lished in 1999 to “achieve
sustainable socio-economic
development through equi-
table and reasonable utili-
zation of, and benefit from
the shared Nile Basin water
resources.” The ambassa-
dor said the NBI produced
a draft agreement called
the Cooperative Framework
Agreement (CFA) after a
decade-long extensive nego-
tiation among the riparian

countries with the help of
WB, UNDP, and other do-
nors. The Comprehensive
Framework Agreement en-
tailed, reflected, and con-
tained the international wa-
ter laws and principles such
as equitable, reasonable, and
fair utilization of water, do no
harm rule, the obligation to
protect the ecosystem, the
principle of cooperation, and
the obligation to share infor-
mation and exchange data
that end the monopoly of
Nile River and begin the new
era of cooperation. He said
the upper riparian countries
of the Nile River including
Ethiopia, Tanzania, Kenya,
Uganda, Rwanda, and Burun-
di had signed the CFA and
agreed to utilize more of the
Nile’s water resources based
on the international water
laws, instruments, and prin-
ciples mentioned above. To
this end, Ethiopia has taken
a decisive measure of confi-
dence restoring by establish-
ing an International Panel of
Expert, and a National Inde-

pendent Scientific Research
Group (Egypt, Ethiopia, and
Sudan) to conduct scientific
studies on the impacts of
the Dam in which Ethiopia
accept the outcome of the
study. The ambassador said
Ethiopia had built the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
in line with international
water laws, the UN water-
course convention, NBI,
CFA, and the Declaration of
Principles (2015). It was the
largest hydro dam in Africa
and 10th in the world which
would eventually generate
6500MW of clean energy.
He said the Grand Ethiopi-
an Renaissance Dam would
be a game changer for the
entire African region as it
would promote regional
integration through the
transfer of clean energy. It
would also hold sedimenta-
tion in the countries such
as Egypt and Sudan and
also help avert drought and
flood low riparian states with
huge storage capacity while
it also reduces evaporation.
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ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Foreign Affairs Hina RAbbani Khar in a meeting with the newly appointed Foreign

Secretary Dr. Asad Majid.—DNA

Food festival

at PC
Rawalpindi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In celebration
of the vibrant Pearl-Continen-
tal culture, Pearl-Continental
Hotel Rawalpindi is going to
host a three-day event called
PINDI EATS from the 16th-
18thof December 2022 from
03:00 PM-11:00 PM. After
the great success of the
Bukhara Grand Food Festival
held in 2021, this year, we will
be offering the best variety of
delicious cuisines and appetiz-
ing dishes to our diners from
the specialties of Pearl-Conti-
nental Hotels. The beautiful
outdoor setting, coupled with
delicious food offerings from
our acclaimed restaurants in-
cludes Dumpukht, Kashmiri
Cuisine, Khyber Hujra, Tai-
Pan, Jason’s Steakhouse and
Bukhara. Along with food
offerings, a variety of kids
activities such as jump-
ing castle, face painting,
magic show, etc. will also
be a part of this three-day
event. Other activities will
include live music, a lucky
drawand kiosks catering to
ethnic products.

64th “Gwadar Day” celebrated
to mark merger of Gwadar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: 64th “Gwa-
dar Day”, an epic memory of
the transfer of Gwadar from
Oman to Pakistan, was cele-
brated with traditional fervor,
offering people to refresh
the watershed moment that
is now changing the physical
layout of Gwadar from a small
fishing town to a rising logis-
tic hub in the region, Gwadar
Pro reported on Friday. Peo-
ple commemorate Gwadar
Day every year on 8th De-
cember to mark the merger
of Gwadar with Pakistan by
holding various functions and
events in Gwadar. In the his-
torical context, Gwadar was
formally handed over to Paki-
stan in 1958 by Oman. Initial-
ly, a naval platoon led by then
Lt Iftikhar Ahmed Sirohey of
the Pakistan Navy landed at
Gwadar and unfurled Paki-
stan’s flag. Various activities

were held at Gwadar under
the auspices of the Pakistan
Navy and Commander Coast
(COMCOAST). Earlier, the
day began with an impressive
flag-hoisting ceremony held
at PNS Akram, Gwadar. The
Gwadar Day celebrations
were aimed at rekindling
awareness about the history
of Gwadar among the mass-
es. A large audience, includ-
ing civil dignitaries, military
officials, and local notables,
also witnessed the activities.
Gwadar is a Balochi word
that means ‘The Door of
Wind’. Though located on
the southwestern coast of Ba-
lochistan, the area is on the
convergence of three strate-
gically important zones of the
world which are oil-rich Mid-
dle East, Central Asia with
surplus natural resources,
and South Asia having great-
er economic potential. Gwa-
dar is situated on a natural
hammer-head shape tombolo

peninsula forming two almost
perfect, but naturally curved,
semi-circular bays on either
side. Historically before Gwa-
dar was recognized as part of
Pakistan, the area was in pos-
session of Oman from 1783
to 1958. The strategic value
of this location as a deep
water port was identified by
the United States Geological
Survey when the territory
was still under Omani rule.
Pakistan bought the area of
Gwadar from Oman while
Oman previously was also un-
der British rule. British had
concluded an agreement with
the Sultan of Oman on March
20, 1891, in which the final
pledge was, “never to cede,

sell, mortgage or otherwise
give in occupation any of his
dominions or dependencies
to the British government”.
However, the Pakistani Gov-
ernment continued to raise
the issue with the British.
In 1958, after learning that
the Indians are also trying
to acquire Gwadar land, the
Government of Pakistan
intensified its efforts and
succeeded in concluding an
agreement with the British
Government on August 1,
1958. At this time, the Brit-
ish Government was already
under pressure in a move by
UNSC where it was blamed
for armed aggression by
the UK against the inde-
pendence, sovereignty,
and territorial integrity
of the Imamate of Oman.
The Sultan of Muscat was
also in dire need of funds
to continue his campaign
against the Imam.

-

KARACHI: Ms Shazia Marri Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety presiding
over a meeting with officers at DG office Central Zone Benazir Income Support Program.—DNA

2-day “China’s intangible
cultural heritage
exhibition” held

ISLAMABAD: The two-day exhibition of China’s intangi-
ble cultural heritage held in Lahore’s art gallery, where a
large number of art enthusiasts gathered, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Friday. The Chinese Consulate in Lahore organ-
ized the exhibition, which was themed “Chinese Culture and
Traditional Crafts.” On the occasion, Zhao Shiren, Chinese
Consul General in Lahore, stated that “the exhibition is a
stater of promoting deeper cultural harmony among the
peoples of Pakistan and China because the more we are
integrated knowing each other’s heritage, craftsmanship,
culture, as well as intangible intellectual wealth, the better
we will be doing in lockstep.” In order to strengthen such a
cultural bond between Pakistan and China, the consulate will
continue to hold such thematic exhibitions in the future, he
added. He stated that next year will be the China-Pakistan
Year of Tourism and Exchanges, and that China will host the
Gandhara Art Exhibition in Beijing. “I hope that this small
exhibition will serve as a good starting point for the China-Pa-
kistan Year of Tourism and Exchanges, and that our people’s
hearts will beat together,” he said. “Cultures are diverse,
and civilizations differ. They are not, however, designed for
conflicts or confrontation. Cultures and civilizations’ ultimate
goal is dialogue, tolerance, peaceful coexistence, harmony,

and shared growth. -DNA

HEC calls for appli-
cations for Innovator
Seed Funds 2022

ISLAMABAD :The Higher Education Commission (HEC),
Pakistan has called for applications for Innovator Seed Fund
(ISF) - 2022 from Pakistani students under the initiative
“Turn Your Entrepreneurial Idea into a Successful Enter-

prise’.

HEC, in that regard, has invited innovative start-

ups owned by students, alumni, and/or faculty members/
researchers (from Public & Private Sector Universities/De-
gree Awarding Institutions) to apply for the Innovator Seed
Fund (ISF) Grant. According to official sources from HEC,
ISF, envisioned for the development of innovation and start-
up ecosystem in Pakistan, is a flagship initiative of HEC un-
der the Higher Education Development in Pakistan Project
(HEDP). The sources said that ISF is anticipated to support
the development of fledgling startups having innovative ide-
as through the provision of seed funding grants, to trans-
form them into successful and sustainable enterprises. The
grant package includes up to USD 35,000 in seed funding,
stretched over startups’ proposed budgetary requirements
for activities including but not limited to entrepreneurial
training, legal/financial / marketing training, and support,
among other services, they added. As per eligibility criteria,
the lead applicant must either be a student, alumni, and/or
faculty member/researcher of the Higher Education Institu-
tions (public and private). He/She must have endorsement
from one of the HEC Established 35 Business Incubation
Centers across Pakistan. The candidates must also have an
SECP-registered business concept, ensuring the legal sta-
tus and promising potential of the startup.—APP

RAWALPINDI :One more
dengue case was reported
in Rawalpindi during the
last 24 hours, raising the
tally of confirmed cases to
4,764. District Coordinator
Epidemics Prevention and
Control (DCEPC), Dr Sajjad
Mehmood, Friday said that
six patients were admitted
to two city hospitals, includ-
ing four to the Holy Family
Hospital (BBH), and two to
the District Headquarters
Hospital (DHQ).

He informed that out of
the total admitted patients,
three belonged to Rawalpin-
di, two to Islamabad, and
one from Abbottabad.

From December 2 to date,
the health official said that
the district administration,
in collaboration with allied
departments, had regis-
tered seven FIRs, sealed
one premise, issued Chal-
lans to 18, notices to 433,
and a fine of Rs 186,000
imposed on violations of
anti-dengue SOPs in various
areas of the district.

During indoor surveillance,
Dr Sajjad informed that
1,261 anti-dengue teams
checked 33,350 houses in
the last 24 hours and found
dengue larvae at 34 homes.
Similarly, he added that 512
teams, during outdoor sur-
veillance, inspected 14,880
spots and detected larvae at
two places.—APP

ANF seizes
over 23 kg
drugs

RAWALPINDI :Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan
while conducting four coun-
ter-narcotics operations
seized over 23 kg drugs,
400 litres of prohibited
chemical, 634 intoxicated
tablets, 51 heroin-filled
capsules and  arrested
two accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Friday. He said
that ANF recovered 634
intoxicated tablets during
an operation near Zeroline
Torkham Border. In another
operation at Faisalabad Air-
port, ANF recovered 51 her-
oin-filled capsules from the
possession of a passenger
resident of Swabi, going to
Bahrain on flight no GF-791.
ANF and Sindh Rangers in
a joint operation managed
to recover 1.7 kg heroin, 14
kg charras, over one kg Ice
drug and seven kg weed. In
the fourth operation, ANF
seized 400 litres of prohib-
ited chemical, concealed
in bushes from Winder
area in Balochistan. Sepa-
rate cases have been reg-
istered at respective ANF
Police Stations and further
investigations are under
process.—APP

AIOU
announces

results of
Matric, FA

ISLAMABAD :Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has announced the results
of Matric, F.A and I.Com
programs offered in the
spring semester 2022. Ac-
cording to controller ex-
aminations, results have
been uploaded to the CMS
portal of students. It is per-
tinent to mention here that
university has denied the
false and baseless news on
social media regarding the
admissions of MA/MSc pro-
grams and stated that as per
the policy and guidelines of
the Higher Education Com-
mission, admissions in MA/
MSc programs is halted.
Moreover, admissions for
the spring semester 2023
will start from January 15,
in which candidates who
have passed BA (Associate
Degree) are eligible for ad-
mission in the fifth semes-
ter of B.S.—APP

Police arrest
two POs

RAWALPINDI :The Rawal-
pindi Police on Friday ar-
rested two proclaimed of-
fenders (POs) wanted in
different cases registered
in Dhamial and Rwp Cantt
Police Stations.
According to a police
spokesman, two POs
namely Wahab and Kam-
ran were sent behind the
bars. Meanwhile, Murree
police rounded up two ac-
cused namely Waqas and
Abdul Mateen over viola-
tion of the sound system
act. He said that Rawal-
pindi district police were
taking stern action in
accordance with the law
against the lawbreakers,
adding, the operations
would continue and all
the POs would be sent be-
hind the bars.—APP



05
Harry and Meghan

F aced with the Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s six-part Netflix doc-

umentary series, many will dismiss them as a distraction at a dif-

ficult time for the nation. In one perspective, that is a completely
fair response. If you weigh the anger and hurt felt by two exceptionally
wealthy and entitled people living in California against the struggles
and deprivation facing millions of underpaid Britons grappling with a
daunting cost of living crisis and unable to afford a Netflix contract,
there can only be one conclusion. It is the underprivileged many who
have the deeper grievances against contemporary Britain, not the su-
per-privileged few like Harry and Meghan. The disjunction between the
world of the royals and ex-royals on the one hand and the world of ordi-
nary people on the other feels particularly glaring and cruel this week.
The documentaries are being launched in a battened-down, battered
country in which 3 million families cannot afford to heat their homes
as the winter weather turns Arctic across a continent blighted by war.
It is a country in which more than 7 million people are waiting for
treatment from the National Health Service. It is one facing prolonged
industrial disruption over low wages.
And yet it is not as simple as that. As in the past, the royal family is
still a looking glass in which Britain can see itself. The picture it sees
is often distorted. But it is almost never irrelevant. The picture is
also changing after a long period of predictability. That has been par-
ticularly obvious this year, following the Queen’s death and funeral,
and the succession of Charles III. The documentaries say a lot about
the Sussexes’ views of the royal family and its failings. At their core is
a critique of the monarchy’s reactionary and conservative attitudes to
women, foreigners and minority women in particular, embodied by its
inability to accept Meghan in all three respects. The critique is some-
times a bit light on direct evidence. Its editing techniques are likely
to be attacked. But the recent scandal triggered by Lady Susan Hus-
sey’s comments was evidence that the Sussexes’ critique rings true.
But the monarchy and the royals are not the only target of the docu-
mentaries. Much of the Sussexes’ anger and indignation is focused
on the British media, which they view with implacable hostility and
contempt, often with very good reason. The royals have to live with
constant media intrusion, including phone hacking. Meghan is surely
right to say, at one point, that she was, in effect, left to be the prey
of stalkers, as Diana, Princess of Wales, whose tragedy looms over
this series, was before her. It is not just the royals who need to be
compelled to learn from these films. So do the media, too much of
which remains blind to its own failings as well as to its role in the sad
personal stories that these documentaries ultimately reveal.
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US must be
clear-eyed of risks

he meeting in Bali, Indonesia, between Chinese President Xi Jinping
and United States President Joe Biden on the sidelines of the G20

Summit was significant in that it provided an opportunity for the two
countries’ leaders to clarify their respective government’s positions and bot-
tom lines in dealing with bilateral relations. That the meeting took place at all
revealed a shared interest in avoiding misjudgment and instilling stability and
predictability into the recently volatile relationship. Yet, just as the Chinese
leader told his counterpart, it takes efforts from both sides to maintain con-
structive engagement.

What is happening in Washington regarding Taiwan, however, clearly goes
against the kind of healthy, manageable China-US interaction the two leaders
expressed they aspired to in Bali. During their face-to-face talks, the Chinese
president reiterated to his US counterpart that Taiwan stands at the core of
China’s core national interests, constitutes the foundation of the political founda-
tion of China-US relations, and is thus the first redline that must not be crossed.
Citing Biden’s repeated claim of commitment to not supporting independence
for Taiwan, he urged the latter to honor his words with deeds.

Yet just weeks after saying that the US government is committed to the one-China
policy, it does not seek to use the Taiwan question as a tool to contain China, and
hopes to see peace and stability across the Taiwan Straits, the Biden administration
signed off on the sale of a fresh package of arms worth more than $425 million to the
island, mainly spare aircraft parts for Taiwan’s military. This may not seem like such
an “escalation” in US arms sales to Taiwan that the package itself would result in a
conspicuous blow to the already frayed ties. No matter how Beijing protests, Wash-
ington will continue insisting there’s no change to its “one-China policy”. But as it is
outright interference in China’s domestic affairs at a sensitive time, it is damaging to
overall bilateral ties. More important, this is only a small token of US military sup-
port for the island compared to what is to happen. The “Taiwan Enhanced Resilience
Act”, which is included in the National Defense Authorization Act the US Senate
and House Armed Services committees just unveiled, is expected to be approved by
Congress and signed into law this month. This will mark a conspicuous escalation in
US military intervention in Taiwan affairs, which will deal a heavier blow to the two
countries’ relations. The proposed legislation promises up to an annual $2 billion in
military grant assistance for Taiwan from 2023 to 2027 to boost the island’s military
capabilities. At a time when Western politicians are creating a hullabaloo about an im-
minent mainland “invasion” of Taiwan, and independence seekers on the island are
becoming increasingly bold in their efforts to push the envelope, the US moves are
adding fuel to the fire. If Washington is serious about crisis management, it must see
the dangerous potentials of such stunts and practice restraint. The “China challenge”
they are clamoring about may blind them to the truth on the ground and lead them
onto a perilous track of confrontation that is in neither country’s interest.

World Cup 2022: Palestine beats
Israel on football’s big stage

Dima Khatib

Morocco’s players raised
the Palestinian flag on
the pitch to celebrate
defeating Canada and

making it to the round of
16 and then again when
they scored a historic
victory against Spain to
qualify for the quarter-

finals. Moroccan fans have
also been seen celebrating
at Doha’s iconic Souq

Wagqif, singing the famous

Rajawi chant: Our heart is

sad for you Our eyes have
been tearing for you for

years, Oh belovew Palestine
Where are Arabs

[j Es he FIFA World Cup in Qatar is still underway, but
there is already one early winner: Palestine. It is
scoring in the hearts and minds of fans from across

the world. Looking at the abundant number of Palestinian

flags, seeing the Palestinian armbands and bracelets, and
hearing the “free Palestine” chants at the stadiums, fan
zones, in the streets and on social media, one may think
that Palestine is among the 32 countries whose teams
have participated in this World Cup. Indeed, some Latin

American media outlets have branded it the “33rd coun-

try” at the tournament. But the Palestinian national team

is not playing, so why is Palestine so ubiquitously present?

It is because the World Cup is much more than a sporting

event. It is a huge gathering of people from around the

world coming together to share their passion for football
and celebrate diversity and human solidarity. This year’s
edition of the World Cup is the first one ever to be held
in an Arab country. Hence, it has been more accessible -
geographically, logistically and culturally - to people from
the region than any previous World Cup. It has also given
people from the region space to gather in large numbers
without the usual fear of repression.

As a result, Palestine has automatically taken
centre stage, uniting Arabs in a joyful and cel-
ebratory atmosphere and reaffirming their com-
mitment to the Palestinian cause. In this rare
Arab vox populi moment, supporting Palestine
appears to be an expression of freedom, a sym-
bol of resistance not only against the continu-
ous occupation of Palestine but also against the
neo-colonial order of repressive Arab regimes.
It brings memories of powerful moments dur-
ing the attempted revolutions from more than a
decade ago when Arabs also flew the Palestinian
flag and chanted “free Palestine” alongside their
demands for freedom and dignity. Indeed, the
Palestinian flag is a sign of Arab political agency
and has been a constant feature in the stands at
football matches. We saw a big one unfurled at
the Tunisia-Australia match on November 26 and
then another one at the Morocco-Belgium match
a day later. The giant flag kept coming back in
subsequent matches.

At the Tunisia-France game, a Tunisian fan waving
the Palestinian flag ran onto the field and did a few
flips in the air before being forcibly escorted out
by security; his feat inspired “Falastin, Falastin!”
(Arabic for Palestine) chants in the audience. Mo-
rocco’s players raised the Palestinian flag on the
pitch to celebrate defeating Canada and making it
to the round of 16 and then again when they scored
a historic victory against Spain to qualify for the
quarter-finals. Moroccan fans have also been seen
celebrating at Doha’s iconic Souq Waqif, singing
the famous Rajawi chant: Our heart is sad for you
Our eyes have been tearing for you for years, Oh
beloved Palestine Where are the Arabs, they are
sleeping Oh, the most beautiful of all countries, re-
sist May God protect you... A number of matches
have also seen Palestinian flags raised at the 48th
minute, accompanied by pro-Palestinian chants, to
remind the world of the Nakba (catastrophe) Pal-
estinians experienced in 1948 when hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians were dispossessed and
turned into refugees for life. But it has not been

just Arabs expressing their support for Palestine.
“Free Palestine, Free Palestine”, Brazil fans were
heard chanting on the Doha metro, as they head-
ed to their match against Cameroon. Fans from all
over the world have been happy to accept and wave
Palestinian flags given away by Palestinians in the
streets of Doha. Israeli media and citizens were
allowed to attend the World Cup under FIFA re-
quirements, although Israel and Qatar do not have
formal diplomatic ties. The Israeli government
probably thought the tournament was an incredible
opportunity to demonstrate once again that it is
able to overcome the decades-old Arab policy of not
engaging with the Israeli colonial state. But it did
not turn out that way. Fans have overwhelmingly
rejected Israeli media. Dozens of viral videos have
circulated on social media showing Israelis trying
to talk with fans and utterly failing. Lebanese, Sau-
di, Moroccan, Egyptian, Jordanian, Qatari, Yemeni,
Tunisian, Palestinian, but also Japanese, Brazilian,
Iranian, and other fans have been caught on cam-
era adamantly refusing to engage. “You are not
welcome here”, a Saudi Arabia fan tells an Israeli
journalist in one video. “Even though this is Qatar,
it is still our country. There is no Israel, only Pal-
estine.” In another video, a few England fans line
up behind an Israeli reporter appearing ready to
talk. He asks them “is it coming home?” “It is com-
ing home,” they respond. “But more importantly
Free Palesteeeeen!” one of them shouts into the
microphone before they walk away. Apparently, it
got so bad for the Israeli media that some of its
reporters started to pretend they were from oth-
er countries, like Portugal, Germany and Ecuador.
Others continued to try. “We have peace, huh? You
signed peace, you signed on the peace agreement,”
implored one Israeli journalist, desperately trying
to convince Morocco fans to talk to him. As they
walked away, they shouted: “Palestine, no Israel.”
Indeed, in 2020, Morocco, along with Bahrain, the
UAE and Sudan, signed agreements to normalise
diplomatic relations. That allowed Israelis to travel
to the UAE - among others things - where they
had a warm reception. This experience may have
misled them to think they would be welcome in the
region, but that is not the case. The Israeli media
has been busy talking about Israelis feeling like
persona non grata in Qatar, being kicked out of
restaurants and taxis as soon as they say they are
from Israel. There seems to be a growing realisa-
tion in Israel that normalisation efforts may not be

as successful as they may have thought. Arabs have
known it all along: normalisation and peace deals
are only valid on paper with governments that do
not represent the people. Their hearts remain with
Palestine until Palestinians become free, which
will only happen when the rest of the region is also
free. The survival of the Israeli apartheid state is
essentially dependent on dictatorial anti-democrat-
ic regimes that turn a deaf ear to the voices of their
people on all things freedom, including Palestine.
The viral videos of Israeli misadventures in the
World Cup seem to have receded. Israeli diplomats
have reportedly expressed discontent with how Is-
raeli citizens have been treated and called on FIFA
and Qatar to ensure the safety and comfort of its
journalists.

Complaints from the Israeli media have been re-
ceived with mockery, with some pointing to the
long list of Palestinian journalists Israel has abused,
arrested and killed, including Al Jazeera’s report-
er Shireen Abu Akleh. Her portrait could also be
spotted at the tournament. This strong Palestinian
presence, growing day after day in the World Cup,
has served as a reminder to the global communi-
ty that the situation in Palestine is intolerable and
cannot be ignored. As the World Cup proceeds,
Palestinians are being killed, displaced, deported,
intimidated and arrested with no solution on the
horizon. A coalition of far-right parties has taken
over the Israeli government, threatening to esca-
late apartheid violence against the Palestinians
even more. In the World Cup, the Palestinians have
also seen an opportunity to strengthen their Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions movement (BDS).
While Ukraine and its supporters have managed to
get FIFA and UEFA (Union of European Football
Associations) to suspend the Russian national
team and football clubs from competing in their
tournaments over Russian aggression, the Pales-
tinian efforts to get the same treatment for Is-
rael over its occupation of Palestinian land have
so far failed. Still, Palestinians and their allies
have succeeded in making this boycott happen at
FIFA’s biggest event in their own way: from the
bottom up. While it remains to be seen how this
powerful show of solidarity will translate into po-
litical action, this World Cup will definitely be
remembered for a clear-cut historic victory: Pal-
estine vs Israel 1-0.

— Courtesy: Al Jazeera

What does Xi's Saudi Arabia trip mean for the region?

EncGIN Koc

Xi’s travel confirms that
China’s influence is
growing in the Gulf and
allows MBS to show the US
that Riyadh has a confident
superpower supporter
and is not desperate for
Washington’s largesse.
Much is at stake for the
Crown Prince, and Xi’s
trip could help Saudi
Arabia gain respectability
and credibility on the
global stage. In July,
Biden undertook his
first trip to the Middle
East to attend the
‘Jeddah Security and
Development Summit’

Chinese President Xi Jinping’s three-day official
trip could have a significant bearing on Washing-
ton and Riyadh’s strained ties. Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping will be in Saudi Arabia on a three-
day official trip from December 7, his first visit
to the world’s biggest crude oil exporter since
2016. The trip will see him attend bilateral meet-
ings with Saudi King Salman and Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman - a summit with the
six-member Gulf Cooperation Council and the
much-talked-about China-Arab summit. Coming
just a few months after US President Joe Biden
toured Israel and Saudi Arabia, the timing of Xi’s
trip and the signals from it contain a lot for Saudi
Arabia and China as well as the entire region. As
relations between Saudi Arabia and the US con-
tinue to deteriorate, Xi is anticipated to receive a
bells-and-whistles welcome designed to strength-
en ties between Beijing and Riyadh and boost
China’s status as a strategic ally of the kingdom.
Additionally, this visit will send out a strong message
to key players in global politics. The visit is timely and
significant because Saudi Arabia got a massive cri-
tique over its de facto role in OPEC+ and the group’s
decision to cut oil production. It was the last straw on
the camel’s back vis-a-vis Saudi-US relations. Beijing
has always considered the Middle East a unique re-
gion that provides ample resources and opportunities
- from crude and natural gas reserves to high-income
financial markets and important ports for interna-
tional logistics, technological investments, and arms
sales. At the same time, Beijing has also found a level
playing field to develop its own geopolitical influence
in the region. From the 25-year cooperation agree-
ment with Iran, the strengthening of strategic
energy ties with the Gulf states, the China-GCC
free trade agreement, and technological invest-
ments in the Gulf, the region has indeed turned

out to be a cradle to nurture China’s growing
global ambitions. Moreover, the Middle East has
an unchallenged location in Xi’s pet project, the
ambitious One Belt One Road initiative.

Not to mention the fact that due to Beijing’s increased
domestic demand and rapid industrial reforms, its po-
sition changed to a net oil importer. Being dependent
on Gulf oil, China has different policies towards the
region than the US. During this visit, China may try to
sign energy agreements with Saudi Arabia and other
oil-exporting Arab countries under more favourable
terms. Xi may also reach agreements involving the
sales of strategic weapons like drones that will give
Saudi Arabia an advantage over Iranian influence in
the Yemen conflict. Riyadh has numerous reasons
to have stronger relations with Beijing related to
regional and global politics. China is the top buyer
of Saudi Arabian oil, and the country has purchased
Chinese weapons such as drones and warplanes.
Saudi Arabia, which surpassed Russia as the larg-
est oil exporter to China, accounted for 87 billion
dollars worth of bilateral trade in 2021.

Xi’s travel confirms that China’s influence is growing
in the Gulf and allows MBS to show the US that Ri-
yadh has a confident superpower supporter and is not
desperate for Washington'’s largesse. Much is at stake
for the Crown Prince, and Xi’s trip could help Saudi
Arabia gain respectability and credibility on the global
stage. In July, Biden undertook his first trip to the
Middle East to attend the ‘Jeddah Security and De-
velopment Summit’. The US President laid out his
vision for the trip by writing a piece in the Washing-
ton Post and declared that “the main aim of this vis-
it was to reorient — but not rupture - the long-term
partnership with the Kingdom”. He added that it
aimed to counter Russia’s aggression and “put our-
selves in the best possible position to outcompete
China through the exclusionary approach”.

But Riyadh did not share Washington’s enthusiasm.
During Biden's visit to Jeddah, MBS even did not
join the official welcoming ceremony for the US
President. Instead, he sent the Mecca Governor to
the airport to welcome Biden and his team. In
comments at the end of the summit, Biden told a
press conference, “We will not walk away and leave
a vacuum to be filled by China, Russia or Iran ...We
will seek to build on this moment with active, prin-
cipled, American leadership.” But the Saudi Min-
ister of State for Foreign Affairs, Adel al Jubeir,
criticised Biden’s arguments on China. “We build
bridges with people; we don’t see one (China) as
exclusive of the other,” the minister said during an
interview with CNBC. “China is our largest trading
partner. It's a huge market for energy and a huge
market in the future. And China is a big investor in
Saudi Arabia — the United States is, of course, our
number one partner when it comes to security and
political coordination, as well as investments and
trade between the two countries.”

The mistrust Riyadh had for Washington had never
been so pronounced. In contrast, the warmth be-
tween Saudi Arabia and China has only gotten more
intense in the recent past. And Xi's visit will signif-
icantly impact regional politics, particularly the icy
relations between Saudi Arabia and the US. The esca-
lating rivalry between the US and China for geopoliti-
cal dominance in the Middle East and worldwide also
enables Saudi Arabia to benefit from its relationships
with both countries without losing either one. Though
the trip might not be a watershed moment, it will still
impact regional political dynamics in the Middle East.
Undoubtedly, US policymakers will closely observe
the trip’s outcome as it could determine the future of
bilateral ties between Riyadh and Washington.

— Courtesy: TRT World
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Reko Diq project. The order
further stated that provin-
cial assemblies alone had
the exclusive legal compe-
tence to deal with mines
and mineral development,
therefore, they were “com-
petent to alter, amend or
repeal any existing law” re-
garding these areas.

The court said that the Ba-
lochistan cabinet had ap-
proved the decision to enter
the project agreement and
an apex committee headed
by the prime minister and
involving relevant stake-
holders had negotiated the
agreement terms.

“Prima facie, the agree-
ments cannot be faulted
for lack of due diligence
on the part of state author-
ities,” the order said, adding
that the agreements were
backed by the law. “We have
also been informed that
the provincial assembly of
Balochistan was given a
detailed in-camera briefing
and was taken into confi-
dence regarding the entire
project and the terms and
conditions of the proposed
settlement between the
parties were accepted with-
out any objections being
raised.” The court further
remarked that it also had
been assured that the agree-
ments contained no exemp-
tions from environmental
laws and required Barrick to
act in accordance with both
international environmen-
tal standards and domestic
laws.

President
hails CPEC
as a.....

From Pace 01

planned Special Economic
Zones (SEZs) was an impor-
tant milestone and urged
the Chinese IT sector to
invest in SEZs and benefit
from Pakistan’s cost-ef-
fective human resources,
liberal investment regime,
and cyber data protection
policy and tax incentives.
During the meeting, the
president emphasized the
need to fully operationalize
road linkages between Chi-
na and Gwadar port in all
weather conditions, around
the year, to fully utilize their
capacity and achieve their
fullest potential. He further
said that Pakistan had taken
tangible steps to ensure the
safety and security of Chi-
nese workers and nationals
who were contributing to
the development of various
strategic projects.

PML-N ready
to ‘welcome’
Nawaz...

From PaGe 01

Sanaullah further said the
PML-N supremo’s return
would decide the results
of the election in Punjab
and predicted that the PTI
would face defeat. “We are
democratic people and are
in favour of letting assem-
blies complete their tenure.
But we are not afraid of
PTT’s harmless threats.”
With regard to the party’s
election  campaign, the
PML-N leader said the par-
ty has divided the nine divi-
sions of Punjab into three
parts, adding that commit-
tees have been formed to
meet party leaders and
nominate two candidates
in each constituency within
two weeks. “The commit-
tees will consist of senior
PML N parliamentarians.
They will meet the sitting
MPAs and those interested
in contesting the election.
They will visit every constit-
uency and finalise two candi-
dates from each constituen-
cy within two weeks.”

The committees will then for-
ward their recommendations
to the party higherups who
would then make a decision
on the candidacies, he said.
He further said that commit-
tees would also be formed
at the union council level
for Nawaz’s return. “PML-N
workers, under the union
council name and banner,
will reach Lahore to welcome
Nawaz Sharif. “This welcome
will also decide the fate of the
election. When the election
is announced, Mian Nawaz
Sharif will return back to lead
the party in the [Punjab] elec-
tions.” The minister asserted
that general elections would
take place in October 2023.
“But if one assembly or both
are dissolved, the provincial
elections will take place
within 90 days”.

Pak dominate 2nd Test
after Abrar’s spin magic

Pakistan skipper took just 57 balls to reach his fifty and has already stroked nine fours and a six.

SporTSs DESK

MULTAN: Pakistan reached
107-2 on the opening day of the
second Test against Pakistan in
Multan on Friday. At stumps, the
home side trailed by 174 runs
with Babar Azam and Saud Sha-
keel unbeaten on 61 and 32 runs
respectively. The Pakistan skip-
per took just 57 balls to reach
his fifty and has already stroked
nine fours and a six. On his home
ground, Imam fell for a duck on
the second ball he faced after
edging one to wicketkeeper Ollie
Pope on the bowling of veteran
pacer James Anderson. Imam'’s
fellow opener Abdullah Shafique
also went back to the hut after
scoring 14 runs. The right-hand-
er nicked one to Pope, on the
bowling of spinner Jack Leach,
after looking to defend with a
straight bat.

Earlier, England were dis-
missed for 281 in their first
innings after deciding to bat
first. Ben Duckett (63) and Ol-
lie Pope (60) scored brisk fif-
ties for the touring side, who

are 1-0 up in the three-Test
series. For Pakistan, mystery
spinner Abrar Ahmed bagged
7-114 on his remarkable Test
debut. The 24-year-old became
the 13th Pakistan cricketer to
bag a five-wicket haul on Test
debut. England, who won the
first match in Rawalpindi by
74 runs, are on their first Test
tour of Pakistan since 2005.
Pakistan have made three chang-
es for the second Test as they look
to level the series. The hosts are
already without pace spearhead
Shaheen Afridi, who misses the
series following an appendicitis
surgery, and further injuries have
forced them to make three chang-
es. Fast bowlers Naseem Shah
and Haris Rauf are out, along with
top-order batter Azhar Ali. The
home side have replaced them
with  allrounders Mohammad
Nawaz and Faheem Ashraf and un-
capped spinner Abrar Ahmed.
England had announced their play-
ing 11 on Thursday, bringing in
fast bowler Mark Wood for injured
all-rounder Liam Livingstone. The
final Test is scheduled in Karachi
from December 17. Lineups:

England: Zak Crawley, Ben Duck-
ett, Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Harry
Brook, Ben Stokes (captain), Will
Jacks, Ollie Robinson, Jack Leach,

Mark Wood, James Anderson

Pakistan: Imam-ul-Haq, Ab-
dullah Shafique, Babar Azam
(captain), Saud Shakeel, Mo-

hammad Rizwan, Agha Salman,
Mohammad Nawaz, Faheem
Ashraf, Zahid Mahmood, Abrar
Ahmed, Mohammad Ali

Moroccan fans scramble
for World Cup flights

nals, has been gripped by excitement
at the team's World Cup performance,
with victories over highly ranked Spain
and Belgium. A source at Morocco's
soccer federation said it had agreed
with RAM that fans seeking tickets
on the additional flights should have
tickets for the Saturday match and a
Hayya card - Qatar's temporary entry
visa for World Cup visitors. However,
several fans at a RAM office in Rabat
said they were able to get air tickets

WEB DESK

RABAT: Moroccans scrambled on Fri-
day to get seats on the seven addition-
al flights that state carrier Royal Air
Maroc (RAM) has announced to help
soccer fans get to Qatar for the World
Cup quarter final against Portugal.

Morocco, the last African country left
in the tournament and the first Arab
country to ever reach the quarter fi-

city council.

with only the Hayya card and hoped to
buy match tickets on arrival in Doha.

Ousama Ouaddich, waiting outside the
Rabat RAM office in the rain on Thurs-
day night, said he had managed to buy
a ticket for the match but did not yet
have a flight. "It's frustrating. We need
more airplanes,” he said. At home, the
main fan zones with big screens are
at a Casablanca stadium and in Mar-
rakech, where a screen has been put
up in the Jmaa al-Fnaa square, a UN-
ESCO world heritage site. During the
match against Spain, the Jmaa al-Fnaa
was hung with flags and throbbed to
the chants of 30,000 fans, said Abdel-
makel El Mansouri a member of the

"We are expecting a similar or higher
number of fans during the game against
Portugal," he said. Fans attending the
Casablanca stadium zone need to get
there three hours early for a place, one
of the organisers said. Across the coun-
try, shops and stalls are doing a roaring
trade in flags, national team shirts and
Tshirts. "Looking at how many T-shirts
I have sold, I wish the World Cup lasted
forever,” said Zouhir Sabir, a shop keeper
in the old centre of Rabat. The price of
clothes with national symbols had risen
about 30% due to high demand, he said.

Western states incite
violence in Iran: FM

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian has
once again decried Western double standards regarding human
rights and women as well as interference in the domestic affairs of
the Islamic Republic, saying those actions have provoked violence
and terrorism in the country. Amir-Abdollahian made the remarks
in a phone call with Dutch Deputy Prime Minister and Minister

Int’l moot on
reporting on
Child Labour held

ISLAMABAD: The International Conference on Ethical
&amp; Quality Reporting on Child Labour provided journal-
ists, students, academia, lawyers, bureaucrats, child rights
organizations and other participants an opportunity to
share experiences and lessons learnt regardingquality and
ethical reporting on child labour.

The international conference was jointly organized by Group
Development Pakistan (GDP) and the International Labour Or-
ganisation (ILO) - which is a specialised agency of the United
Nations (UN), whose mission is the promotion of decent work
for women and men - under Asia Regional Child Labour (ARC)
Programme, with the financial support of United Kingdom'’s
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO). The
international conference was part of the project Under which,
GDP trained around 65 media professionals (out of whom 22
women) from Peshawar, Islamabad, Lahore, Quetta and Kara-
chi on the concept of child labour, relevant international com-
mitments, national legal/policy framework and major devel-
opments, role of media in prevention and elimination of child
labour, guidance on investigating and quality reporting related
to child labour issues in an ethical, rights and evidence-based
manner. To further promote ethical journalism and assess the
training impact, a media competition was organized to encour-
age the trained journalists to produce and publish media
pieces on child labour: more than 30 pieces were produced
and published, and top three stories were awarded prizes,
and their work was recognized. In the opening remarks, Mr
Tomas Stenstrom, Officer in Charge, ILO Office for Pakistan
welcomed the participants and congratulated the partners,
donors and participants for organizing a conference on the
importance of media’s role in curbing child labour. - DNA

France coach warns

WEeB DESK

Stadium in the desert north

of Doha.

England of Mbappe threat

chance," he admitted. "The
further on you go the greater

of Foreign Affairs Wopke Hoekstra on Friday, referring to the
riots across the country following the death of a young Irani-
an woman in police custody in September. Efforts by certain
Western officials and circles, the Iranian minister said, to in-
cite the Iranian youth and women and the instrumental use of
the media are diplomatically “unconstructive.”

The Iranian foreign minister said rioters and perpetrators
of the acts of terror and those who used weapons against
the police forces would undoubtedly face justice in accord-
ance with the judicial law of the Islamic Republic. Protests
broke out in several Iranian cities after the September 16
death of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who died at hospital three
days after she collapsed at a police station in Tehran. An in-
vestigation attributed her death to her medical condition, dis-
missing allegations that she had been beaten by police forces.
Despite Iranian officials’ clarification on the circumstances
surrounding her death, violent street protests ensued, cul-
minating in attacks on security officers and acts of vandalism
against public property and sanctities. — Agencies

DOHA: France coach Didier
Deschamps is confident Ky-
lian Mbappe can still make
the difference in Saturday's
World Cup quarterfinal show-
down with England even if
the opposition put their focus
on stopping the superstar
forward. Mbappe is the top
scorer at the tournament
with five goals in four games,
including a brace in the 3-1
win over Poland in the last 16,
and England will need to find
a way of countering the Paris
Saint-Germain striker. But
the holders have formidable
quality around Mbappe, with
Olivier Giroud, Ousmane
Dembele and Antoine Griez-

mann all impressing in Qatar
too. "I imagine England will
take measures like our four
previous opponents did but
Kylian has the ability to make
the difference," Deschamps
told reporters on Friday
ahead of the clash at Al Bayt

"Even in the last game, when
he wasn't at his best like in
the first two, he was still
decisive, but if we can share
around the danger that stops
too many precautions being
taken against Kylian. "But
Kylian will always be Kylian,
with the ability to be deci-
sive at any moment." The
pressure is intensifying for
both sides, but Deschamps
has won the World Cup as
a player and a coach and
the 54-year-old encouraged
France not to let the occa-
sion get the better of them.
"As is the case for us and all
teams who reach the knock-
outs, you don't have a second

the quality, but the demands
are higher too and so is the
excitement. "This is the next
stage but there is no stress,
no need to hold back. It is
magnificent to play a World
Cup quarterfinal." While
France are the defending
champions, England appear
to be growing as a team on
the back of their run to the
semifinals in Russia four
years ago and the final of
Euro 2020. France goalkeep-
er and captain Hugo Lloris
-who has spent nearly a dec-
ade in the Premier League
with Tottenham - was full
of praise for Gareth South-
gate's England.

Ardern said. “Our relationships in the Pacific region are family relationships because we are family,
we are of the Pacific.” She said those relationships were built at a community level

AGENCIES

WELLINGTON: Reflecting on her
five years as New Zealand’s lead-
er, Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
said China has undoubtedly be-
come more assertive in the region
over that time, but cautioned that
building relationships with small
Pacific nations shouldn’t become
a game of one-upmanship. In a
joint interview Thursday with The
Associated Press and the Austral-
ian Associated Press, Ardern said
China has changed in recent years
under President Xi Jinping.

“I think if I stand back and look at
the region as a whole and some of
the changes that we’ve seen with-
in our region, you do see a more
assertive China,” Ardern said.
“And look, there’ll be a whole host
of reasons for that. Their integra-
tion into the regional economy,
the growth of China, the growth
of its middle class, a whole range
of reasons,” she said. “But you
have also seen a more assertive
approach on a number of different
issues and relationships. So that
undoubtedly has changed over my

time in office.”

China this year made some bold
geopolitical moves in the Pacific,
first by signing a security pact
with the Solomon Islands and
then attempting — without success
— to get 10 Pacific nations to sign
a sweeping agreement covering
everything from security to fish-
eries. Those moves have deeply
worried some Pacific nations and
Western democracies including
the United States. But Ardern
rejected criticism that New Zea-
land didn’t make its presence
felt enough this year as Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi toured
Pacific nations courting influence.
“I think if you take a measure of a
relationship as solely being: When
was the last time you had a politi-
cian visit? That is not the measure
of a relationship,” Ardern said.
“Our relationships in the Pacific
region are family relationships
because we are family, we are of
the Pacific.” She said those rela-
tionships were built at a communi-
ty level. “So I think we have to be
really cautious about treating our
relationships as if it’s somehow
one-upmanship,” Ardern said.

“You've got to be consistent in
your presence, and New Zea-

land has been.” Asked if she was
recommending that farmers and
other exporters find markets

outside of China, which buys
more than one-quarter of New
Zealand’s exports, Ardern said it
was a question of resilience.

“We've actually, from the moment
we came into office, been focused
on what has been previously char-
acterized as diversification, but
what I would say is resilience,”
Ardern said. “We saw through
COVID that actually, regardless
of the reason, if you see change in

a marketplace where you've had
a dominant market for any goods
or services, that can be prob-
lematic,” she said. “If you have
a supply chain issue, then it can
cause a whole range of issues. So
this, for us, is about resilience.”
New Zealand’s Indigenous Maori
continue to be disproportionately
represented in negative statistics
ranging from child poverty to in-
carceration rates. Asked about her
record with Maori, Ardern said
her government has been mak-
ing progress. “We’ve just come
through, or are in the middle of,
an enormous economic crisis, and
yet we’ve got some of the lowest
Maori unemployment that we've
seen,” Ardern said. She said
Maori wanted good healthcare,
decent educational opportunities
and housing for their communities
— all things that her government
was working on providing. But
Ardern also acknowledged she has
faced backlash on some conten-
tious Indigenous issues. Those in-
clude everything from settlements
negotiated under New Zealand’s
founding document, the Treaty
of Waitangi, to a push to teach

more Maori history and language
in schools. “Change is always dif-
ficult,” Ardern said. “Change will
always bring opposition. But actu-
ally, I'm proud of what we’ve done.
It is always important to try and
keep bringing people with you.
And every time you do make those
steps, there will be those who dis-
agree with that.”

Ardern faces a general election
next year as she seeks a third
term in office. She has gone
from winning a landslide victory
of historic proportions two years
ago to now being behind her con-
servative rivals in the polls. “Pol-
itics is all about fixing problems.
We’ve had a few more problems
than most that we’ve needed to
fix,” Ardern said. She said she
expects the election race will
be focused on the economy, as
recessions hit nations around
the world. “Right now, people
feel a sense of anxiety. They
feel a sense of anxiety about
the unknown of what’s in front
of us,” Ardern said. “I do think
it’s important that we acknowl-
edge: Yes, it has been challeng-
ing and it will be.

Pol prices
may he
reduced hy
upto...

From PacGe 01

of petroleum products will
occur on December 15. Ac-
cording to officials, the Oil
and Gas Regulatory Author-
ity (OGRA) will complete its
proposal by December 15
and will then forward the
national fuel requirements
to the Petroleum Division.
The premier and finance
minister will then debate
OGRA’s recommendations.

Dissolution
this month
at all ...

From PacGe 01

PTI chairman Imran Khan
said on Thursday that he
was the prime minister and
never called former army
chief retired General Qamar
Javed Bajwa his boss and
the new army chief should
not follow the policies of
his predecessor. Speaking
to the YouTubers at Zaman
Park on Thursday, he said
that he had never thought
about appointing General
Faiz Hameed as the Army
Chief but propaganda was
hatched against him. The
former prime minister said
that Punjab Chief Minister
Parvaiz Elahi has fully en-
trusted him and will do as
he want.

PM lauds
efforts by
NFRCC

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday appreciated the fab-
ulous teamwork by the Na-
tional Flood Response and
Coordination Center and
other institutions for relief
and rehabilitation of mil-
lions of distressed flood-hit
people across the country,
by utilizing all available re-
sources. The prime minis-
ter, addressing a ceremony
held to acknowledge the
efforts by the NFRCC and
others during the flood re-
lief operations, appreciated
the leadership of Planning
Minister Ahsan Igbal and
NFRCC’s head Major Gen-
eral Zafar Igbal. He said the
Center had made efforts
for the suffering flood-hit
people who had lost around
1700 of their dear ones,
houses and crops to the
floods which also damaged
the road and power supply
infrastructure.

He said many villages had
lost road connectivity but
the Pakistan Army, Pakistan
Navy, Pakistan Air Force,
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, provincial
authorities and  govern-
ments carried out the uphill
task of supplying ration to
the stranded people and
restoring their access. The
prime minister particularly
appreciated the role of for-
mer NDMA Chairman Lt.
General Akhtar Nawaz, Cli-
mate Change Minister Sher-
ry Rehman, Poverty Allevia-
tion Minister Shazia Marri,
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
and provincial chief min-
isters. He also spoke high
of the “remarkable job” by
Information Minister Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb for high-
lighting the catastrophic
situation within Pakistan
as well as internationally,
by capturing the “critical
moments” which impacted
international viewers.

Air Marshal
Ghumman
calls on IT

Minister

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chief
of the Air Staff, National
Aerospace Science and
Technology Park (NASTP)
Air Marshal Abbas Ghum-
man called on Federal Min-
ister for IT and Telecom-
munication Syed Amin Ul
Haque here on Friday.
During the meeting, they
discussed matters related
to IT and establishment of
the center of excellence for
gaming and animation in
NASTP Sierra, Karachi.

Air Marshal Abbas Ghum-
man apprised the minister
that the gaming and anima-
tion technologies were exten-
sively employed in aerospace
sector for development of
flight simulators, tactical sim-
ulators and training. He said
the NASTP Sierra was giving
preference to the IT compa-
nies working in the gaming
and animation domain to de-
velop a flourishing ecosystem
inside Sierra Park.
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Gangs
control about
60% of Haiti’s

capital

NEW YORK: Close to 60% of
Haiti’s capital is dominated
by gangs whose violence and
sexual attacks have caused
thousands to flee their
homes, the U.N. humanitar-
ian chief in the Caribbean
nation said Thursday. Ulrika
Richardson said that has left
nearly 20,000 people in the
capital facing “catastrophic
famine-like conditions” as
a cholera outbreak spreads
throughout Haiti. Richard-
son painted a grim picture
of a country in a downward
spiral, with half its popula-
tion in urgent need of food
assistance as the number
of cholera deaths has risen
to 283. She said close to
12,000 people have been
hospitalized with the dis-
ease since Oct. 2, and there
are now a total of more than
14,000 suspected cholera
cases in eight of the coun-
try’s 10 regions. She said
all but 1,000 of the 20,000
Haitians facing starvation
are in the capital, Port-au-
Prince, mainly in the Cite
Soleil slum controlled by
the gangs. Richardson said
insecurity has led to “mas-
sive displacement,” espe-
cially in the capital, where
155,000 people have fled
their homes.

She said at a news confer-
ence that the gangs are us-
ing “very terrifying levels of
sexual violence as a weap-
on” to keep people under
control, instill fear and pun-
ishment. She said gang bat-
tles over territory and their
criminal actions are tearing
society apart and escalating
insecurity. —APP

Power cuts
hit several
Paris districts

PARIS: Several districts in
the French capital Paris
plunged into darkness due
to a power outage, local me-
dia reported Thursday.
Citing public energy sup-
plier Enedis, the BFMTV
news channel reported that
many streets in Paris’s 1,3,
4 and 5 arrondissements
were affected by power
cuts around 11 p.m. local
time (2200GMT), and the
central district of Paris was
left in darkness. The may-
or of Paris Centre, Ariel
Weil, confirmed the general
breakdown on Twitter.
“Power cuts have just taken
place in the 4th and 5th ar-
rondissements,” he said.
Later, Weil added: “I con-
firm a general breakdown
but @enedis confident of
a rapid return to normal
everywhere.” According
to broadcaster Franceinfo,
Paris firefighters confirmed
that citizens had contacted
them due to the power cuts
in the four regions. Noting
that the incident seems to
be related to a transformer
failure on Enedis’ side, fire-
fighters signaled that the
situation was improving.
Around 125,000 households
were affected at the height
of the incident, the RTE
Group, the manager of the
electricity transmission net-
work, said on Twitter.

Google ‘must
remove’
inaccurate
information

BRUSSELS: Europe’s top
court said Thursday that
Google must remove all
data that is proven to be
false by users.

“The operator of a search
engine must dereference
information found in the
referenced content where
the person requesting deref-
erencing proves that such
information is manifestly
inaccurate,” said the Court
of Justice of the EU.

In the judgement, the court
stated that proof regarding
the content removal do not
require a judicial decision
against the publisher of
the website. “The Court
points out that the right to
protection of personal data
is not an absolute right but
must be considered in rela-
tion to its function in socie-
ty and be balanced against
other fundamental rights,
in accordance with the
principle of proportionali-
ty,” it added.

The ruling was related to
the case in which two man-
agers of a group of invest-
ment companies requested
Google to dereference re-
sults of a search made on
the basis of their names,
which provided links to
certain articles criticiz-
ing that group’s invest-
ment model.—DNA
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TOKYO: Pakistan’s Ambasador to Japan Raza Bashir Tarar in a meeting with visiting delegation of Gujranwala Chamber of Commerce & Industry.
Ambassador-designate, Raza Bashir Tarar emphasized the importance of finding indigenous solutions to energy, waste management & water treat-
ment challenges faced by business communities in Pakistan.-DNA

Romania blasts Austria
for ‘inexplicable’ move

BUCHAREST: Romanian
President Klaus Iohannis
has blasted Austria for sin-
gle-handedly blocking his
country’s accession into the
EU’s passportfree Schen-
gen Area, calling the move
“inexplicable,”  “regretta-
ble” and “unjustified”.

“A single member state
chose to ignore these real-
ities and block European
unanimity, in an inexplica-
ble way that is difficult to
understand for the entire
European Union,” Iohannis
said in a reaction statement,
a translated copy of which
was shared with Euronews.
“The regrettable and unjus-
tified attitude of Austria in
(Thursday’s) meeting risks
affecting European unity
and cohesion, which we
need so much, especially in
the current geopolitical con-
text,” he added, referring to
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

In a high-stakes meeting of
interior ministers in Brus-
sels, Austria was the only

country that opposed Roma-
nia’s - and Bulgaria’s - ad-
mission into the Schengen
Area, which has abolished
border checks between the
vast majority of EU mem-
ber states. The Netherlands
endorsed Romania’s bid but
was against Bulgaria’s over
rule-of-law concerns.
Admitting new Schengen
members requires a unan-
imous vote. On the other
hand, both Austria and the
Netherlands approved Cro-
atia’s candidacy, a country
that entered the European
Union six years after Roma-
nia. Croatia will join Schen-
gen as of January 2023.
Thursday’s negative out-
come was a heavy political
blow for Bucharest, which
had gathered strong sup-
port from the European
Commission, the European
Parliament and most EU
countries, including the
bloc’s two heavyweights,
Germany and France.

The Commission has re-

peatedly insisted Romania
is ready to be part of Schen-
gen after having fulfilled
all technical and legal con-
ditions, including border
management and police
cooperation. “The citizens
of Bulgaria and Romania
deserve to be fully part of
the Schengen area,” Ylva
Johansson, European Com-
missioner for home affairs,
said on Thursday. But none
of this was enough to over-
come Austria’s veto.

Vienna argues that a new
influx of asylum-seekers
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through the Western Bal-
kans route is a reason
strong enough to postpone
Schengen enlargement.

The country says it has re-
ceived 75,000 unregistered
migrants this year, a num-
ber that poses a “security
issue that we cannot wipe
away”, according to Austri-
an Chancellor Karl Neham-
mer. “The European asylum
system has failed,” Neham-
mer said last month. “The
Schengen expansion will
not take place like this.”

In the days prior to the

vote in Brussels, President
Iohannis and other Romani-
an officials tried to counter
Austria’s arguments, saying
there was no “uncontrolled”
flow of migrants passing
through the country and
that Romania was well pre-
pared to defend Schengen’s
external borders.

Iohannis and Nehammer,
who belonged to the same
political family, the cen-
tre-right European People’s
Party (EPP), met as recent-
ly as Tuesday, during an
EU-Western Balkans sum-
mit in Tirana, Albania.
“(The) lack of consensus
regarding Romania’s ac-
cession to Schengen, due
to Austria’s opposition, is
profoundly unfair for our
country and for Romanian
citizens,” Iohannis said on
Thursday, after the nega-
tive outcome. “Romania de-
served to receive a favour-
able vote.” In his reaction
statement, Iohannis thanked
all the member states who

backed his country’s long-
stalled Schengen bid and
vowed to act “responsibly” to
strengthen the EU’s internal
security. “Dear Romanians,
Romania does not stop here!”
the president wrote. “Schen-
gen accession is our strategic
objective and we will not stop
until we achieve it.”

It's unclear when a new
vote on Schengen will take
place, as Austria’s concerns
touch upon a broader issue
of shortcomings and failures
within the area rather than
upon Romania’s and Bulgar-
ia’s own readiness. Sweden
will replace the Czech Re-
public at the helm of the EU
Council’s rotating presidency
in early January and will be
tasked with setting the agen-
da of ministerial meetings.
Schengen enables cross-bor-
der travel without the need
to carry a passport or pass
through border controls. It
currently encompasses 26
countries, including 22 EU
member states.—Agencies

New Peru president
vows to finish term

LIMA, Peru: Peru’s first
female president is push-
ing to cement her hold on
power, saying she expects
to complete the term of
her ousted predecessor and
buck the trend of presiden-
tial failures blighting the
Andean nation. Yet, even as
Dina Doluarte made the call
Thursday, some politicians
already were calling for
early elections in an indica-
tion of continued political
rancor. Boluarte, who was
elevated from vice presi-
dent to replace leftist Pedro
Castillo as the country’s
leader Wednesday after he
angered many by trying to
dissolve the legislature be-
fore an impeachment vote,
said she should be allowed
to hold the office for the
remaining 3 1/2 years of
his term. “The constitution
is the magna carta that all
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Peruvians must obey,” and
it calls for the presidential
term to run until July 28,
2026, she said at her first
news conference, held a day
after Castillo was voted out
of office and arrested on
charges of rebellion just 17
months into his term.

After being sworn in as
president Wednesday, Bolu-
arte called for a truce with
legislators who dismissed
Castillo for “permanent
moral incapacity,” a clause
of the constitution that ex-
perts say is so vague it al-
lows the removal of a pres-
ident for almost any reason.
It was also used to oust
President Martin Vizcarra,
who governed in 2018-2020.
“I know that there are voic-
es that are calling for early
elections. That is democ-
racy,” Boluarte said. But
she added that there is a

need for stability in Peru, a
strongly polarized country
that has had six presidents
in the last six years.

“In coordination with all
organizations, we will be
looking at alternatives
to reorient the country’s
course,” she said. Seek-
ing to avoid being added
to the list of canned pres-
idents, Boluarte quickly
began to show herself in
public working as Peru’s
new head of state. She met
with groups of conserva-
tive and liberal lawmakers
at the presidential palace.
Before that, she danced an
Andean dance after watching
a Roman Catholic procession
of the Virgin of the Immac-
ulate Conception. Analysts,
however, predicted a tough
road for the new president, a
60-year-old lawyer and politi-
cal neophyte. Jorge Aragon,

a political science professor
at Peru’s Pontifical Catholic
University, said a Boluarte
government “is going to be
very complicated, if not im-
possible.” Noting that Bolu-
arte has no legislative base
of support, Aragén said she
faces the hard task of trying
to forge ties with numerous
blocs in a fracious Congress.
A poll by the Institute of Pe-
ruvian Studies in November
suggested most Peruvians
might want a ballot before
2026, with 86% of those sur-
veyed saying they preferred
early presidential and con-
gressional elections if Castil-
lo should be removed.

But Patricia Zdrate, head of
the institute’s opinion studies
area, said Thursday that Bo-
luarte might be able to hold
on if members of Congress
don’t want to risk early elec-
tions.—Agencies

Violent attacks threaten
Nigeria’s upcoming
2023 elections

ABUJA, Nigeria: Violent attacks targeting Nigeria’s elec-
tion commission offices are raising concerns about the
security of the West African country’s upcoming elections
in February. In the latest attack, assailants in southeastern
Imo state set fire on Sunday to an office of Nigeria’s Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission. Nearly 50 of the
commission’s offices already have been destroyed since
Nigeria’s last election in 2019, according to local reports
compiled by The Associated Press. Nigeria — Africa’s most
populous nation with more than 210 million people — is con-
fronted by several security problems including an Islamic
extremist insurgency linked to the Islamic State group in
the northeast, rebels in the northwest, and secessionists in
the southeast. The security threats are expected to be ob-
stacles to peaceful elections on Feb. 25, say analysts.

“It is going to be the election that is most challenged when
it comes to security in Nigeria’s recent history,” Bulama
Bukarti, a senior fellow with the Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change, told The Associated Press. “It is a high-
stakes election: a make-or-mar election for Nigeria and its
neighbors.” Electoral violence including protests challeng-
ing official results has often hit Nigeria’s elections. At least
800 people died in post-election violence after the 2011
polls. In the southeast, where most of the attacks on elec-
tion infrastructure have occurred, violent separatists want
to create an independent state of Biafra, more than 50 years
after a rebellion failed to achieve a separate state.
Authorities have accused members of the leading pro-Biafra
group known as the Indigenous People of Biafra of killing
security forces and sometimes their own people from the
Igbo ethnic group, Nigeria’s third-largest.—_APP

ANKARA: 1t is difficult for
Tirkiye to establish a com-
mon future with countries
that secretly or openly sup-
port the terrorist groups that
Tirkiye is fighting, President
Recep Tayyip Erdoan said
Friday. Ankara has the poten-
tial to play a key role in resolv-
ing the issues that Europe
faces, Erdo an said, adding,
but, first of all, Europe needs
to change its approach to-
wards Tiirkiye in all matters
in line with the spirit of alli-
ance and partnership. “It is
clear that it is difficult for us
to dream of a common future
with a Europe that protects
the terrorists, takes sides
against us in every issue and
secretly and openly supports
the terrorist groups which
Tirkiye is fighting against.
Not to mention the implicit
embargoes imposed on us,”
Erdo an told the TRT World
Forum 2022 in Istanbul. “We

are a country that preferred
to walk with Europe after
World War II. Despite all
the sacrifices we have made,
we will never forget that we
were left alone in our fight
against terrorist groups that
threaten our unity. Thou-
sands of trucks of weapons
and ammunition were sent
to terrorist groups in north-
ern Syria. The country that
sent it is a NATO ally.” The
PKK is a designated terrorist
organization in the United
States, Tiirkiye and the Eu-
ropean Union and Washing-
ton’s support for its Syrian
affiliate, the YPG, has been
a major strain on bilateral
relations with Ankara. The
U.S. primarily partnered with
YPG terrorists in northeast-
ern Syria in its fight against
the Daesh terrorist group.
On the other hand, Tiirkiye
strongly opposed the PKK/
YPG’s presence in northern
Syria. Under the pretext of

fighting Daesh, the U.S. has
provided military training
and given truckloads of mil-
itary support to the PKK/
YPG, despite its NATO ally’s
security concerns. Underlin-
ing that one cannot support
one terrorist group to defeat
another, Tiirkiye has con-
ducted its counterterrorism
operations throughout, re-
moving a significant number
of terrorists from the region.
Tirkiye did not tolerate

those who supported Greece
in the Aegean and Mediter-
ranean and encouraged their
provocative actions, Erdo an
also said. “We are together
in NATO, but you are arming
the Greek islands with weap-
ons and aircraft, and we still
have not worked out the F-16
(fighter jets) issue with you,”
he added. Erdo an said Tiirki-
ye will not give up on dialogue
so that the Cyprus issue can
be resolved on a fair basis

with new and concrete steps.
Tiirkiye and Greece are at
odds over several issues, in-
cluding competing claims
over jurisdiction in the East-
ern Mediterranean, over-
lapping claims over their
continental shelves, mari-
time boundaries, airspace,
energy, the ethnically split
island of Cyprus, the status
of the islands in the Aegean
Sea and migrants. Tiirkiye,
a NATO member for over
70 years, has complained of
repeated provocative actions
and rhetoric by Greece in the
region in recent months, includ-
ing arming islands near Turkish
shores that are demilitarized
under treaties, saying that such
moves frustrate its good faith
efforts for peace. “No one can
any longer afford to turn a blind
eye to the problems in any part
of the world, withhold their
support or postpone their
contributions to the solution.

All must share the burden
for the welfare of humanity’s
common future. In this spirit,
we work to sincerely fulfil our
responsibilities  regarding
regional and global issues,”
Erdo an also said. Tiirkiye
continues its efforts to solve
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine
war, Erdo an also said, add-
ing that toward this end he
will soon hold talks with his
counterparts on both sides
of the conflict.

“In order to resolve this
crisis, I will have talks
with (Russian President
Vladimir) Putin on Sunday.
Likewise, there will be one
with (Ukrainian President
Volodymyr) Zelenskyy,” Er-
do an told the TRT World
Forum. Erdo an said
Tiirkiye wants to further
strengthen the grain cor-
ridor deal Tiirkiye helped
forge this summer.—DNA

US keeps eye
on China’s
Space
activities
BEIJING: The U.S. is
closely monitoring Chinese
activities that potentially
threaten American assets in
space as debris rapidly accu-
mulates in low Earth orbit,
the head of United States
military operations in space
said Friday. Commander of
U.S. Space Command Army
Gen. James Dickinson also
cheered the overwhelm-
ing passage in the United
Nations of a resolution
that countries not conduct
direct-ascent  antisatellite
tests that create vast fields
of space debris, which en-
danger satellites and space
stations. Of the four coun-
tries that have conducted
such ASAT tests, the United
States was the only one that
voted in favor, while China
and Russia voted no and In-

dia abstained.

“We can’t continue to con-
tribute to the debris that
we find in the space do-
main,” Dickinson said in a
telephone news conference
with reporters in Asia. Most
of that debris lies in crucial
low Earth orbit, which has
become “congested, com-
petitive and contested,” he
said.

Even tiny shards of metal
can pose a danger and the
number of objects is grow-
ing rampantly. Space Com-
mand is now tracking more
than 48,000 in near Earth
orbit, including satellites,
telescopes, space stations
and pieces of debris of all
sizes, up from 25,000 just
three years ago, Dickinson
said.—DNA

Bill to strip
Harry,

Meghan of
titles

LONDON: A UK Conserva-
tive Party politician has said
he is planning to introduce
legislation that could poten-
tially strip Prince Harry and
Megan Markle, the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex, of
their royal titles.

Bob Seely, an MP for the
Isle of Wight, told the PA
news agency he considered
tabling a bill early next year
to amend the 1917 Titles
Deprivation Act. If passed
by parliament, the resolu-
tion would grant the Privy
Council the right to demote
the royal couple’s status.
The Tory MP’s statements
come after the release of a
new Netflix documentary,
Harry & Meghan, in which
the royal couple chronicle
their relationship from the
moment when Markle - an
American national of mixed
racial heritage and a former
actress on the popular TV
series, Suits — started dat-
ing the prince in London
six years ago. The Sussexes
made a variety of controver-
sial claims throughout the
series, such as branding the
Commonwealth ~ “Empire
2.0.”-APP

UK sanctions
10 Iranians

LONDON: Britain on Fri-
day announced wide-rang-
ing sanctions against 30
targets worldwide, includ-
ing officials in Iran accused
of pursuing “egregious sen-
tences” against anti-regime
protesters. The sanctions
against the 10 people con-
nected to Iran’s judicial and
prison systems came after
the clerical regime’s first
execution of one such pro-
tester, which has triggered
global condemnation. “This
includes six individuals
linked to the Revolutionary
Courts that have been re-
sponsible for prosecuting
protestors with egregious
sentences including the
death penalty,” the govern-
ment in London said. Two of
the Iranians now subject to
a UK travel ban and assets
freeze are former directors
of the notorious Evin prison
in Tehran: Ali Chaharmahali
and Gholamreza Ziaei. The
sanctions, timed to mark
world days for anti-cor-
ruption and human rights,
hit individuals across 11
countries - “the most that
the UK has ever brought
together in one pack-
age”, the foreign ministry
said. They include five
people from Russia and
Russian-held Crimea amid
the ongoing invasion of
Ukraine, which has attract-
ed successive waves of UK
sanctions against Moscow.
Others on the list, accused
of violating human rights, are
from Nicaragua, Pakistan and
Uganda. The UK also high-
lighted orchestrated sexual
violence in sanctioning two
local officials in South Sudan,
one jihadist group in Mali and
three junta entities in mili-
tary-ruled Myanmar. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: A fresh sur-
vey Friday revealed that
police continue to occupy
the top rung of the corrup-
tion ladder in the country
followed by tendering &
contracting, judiciary, and
education —which climbed
to 4th since the last poll car-
ried out in 2021. These are
the findings of Transparen-
cy International Pakistan’s
(TIP) National Corruption
Perception Survey (NCPS)
2022. The NCPS 2022 re-
leased at 01:00 am on Friday
also showed no confidence
in anti-corruption entities
including National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB). At
the national level, the ma-
jority of people considered
anti-corruption institutions’
role as “ineffective” in curb-
ing corruption in Pakistan,
the report said. 01: The
provincial breakdown of the
three most corrupt sectors
reveals the following: In
Sindh, education remained
the most corrupt sector,
police was seen as the 2nd
most corrupt, while tender-
ing and contracting was the
3rd most corrupt. In Punjab,
police remained the most
corrupt sector, tendering and
contracting were seen as the
2nd most corrupt, while the
judiciary was the 3rd most
corrupt.—DNA

Rupee
depreciates
for fifth
straight

session

KARACHI: The Pakistani
rupee Friday registered
losses against the US dollar
for the fifth straight session
in the interbank market as
the central bank-held for-
eign exchange reserves fell
over 10% week-on-week.
The local unit closed at
224.40 against the green-
back after losing 0.01% com-
pared to Thursday’s close
of 224.37, data released by
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) showed. The devel-
opment comes after foreign
exchange reserves held by
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) plunged to an alarm-
ing level after falling 10.45%
to a fouryear low. The
foreign currency reserves
held by the SBP were re-
corded at $6,714.9 million
as of December 2, down
$784 million compared with
$7,825.7 on November 25,
data released by the central
bank showed. The reserve
crisis has raised fears that
the country might not be
able to meet its foreign debt
payments, however, SBP
Governor Jameel Ahmad
believes that Pakistan can
repay its debts. In the latest
episode of the SBP podcast
series, Ahmad reiterated
that all debt repayments
were on track and that
country’s foreign exchange
reserves were expected to
increase in the second half
of the current fiscal year.

Spain, France
Hydrogen
pipeline to
be ready ‘by
2030’

ALICANTE:An ambitious
underwater pipeline to bring
green hydrogen from the Ibe-
rian Peninsula to the rest of
Europe will be completed by
2030 and will cost some 2.5
billion euros, the leaders of
France, Spain and Portugal
said Friday. The H2Med
project comes as Europe is
scrambling to reduce its de-
pendence on Russian energy
following Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine. It is also seen
as helping Europe transi-
tion away from fossil fuels
to cleaner energy. The pipe-
line between Barcelona and
Marseille - also known as
BarMar - will carry two mil-
lion tonnes of hydrogen per
year, or 10 percent of Eu-
ropean consumption, once
it goes online, said Span-
ish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez. “It is going to be the
first major hydrogen corridor
in the European Union,”
Sanchez said. The project will
cost around 2.5 billion euros
($2.6 billion), he said at a joint
press conference with French
President Emmanuel Macron
and Portuguese Prime Minister
Antonio Costa.—DNA

Av1r Hamza/DNA

LAHORE: Embassy of Hungary
organized an exhibition on Is-
lamic Architectural Heritage of
Hungary in collaboration with the
College of Art and Design, Univer-
skity of the Punjab, at their historic

Grand Hall. The exhibition is con-

ceived with an idea of highlight-
ing the architectural work of the
17th century by Ottoman Turkish
Empire, that is well preserved till
today. Speaking at the inaugura-
tion Bela Fazekas: Ambassador
of Hungry to Pakistan, mentioned
that there are hardly any Europe-
an countries; apart from Spain, in
which Muslim memories comple-

ment the range of architectural
styles. This is why special atten-
tion is paid to these works of art.
“Today Turkey and Hungry are
having very cordial relations and
a huge number of tourists come
from Turkey and around the world
to see mosques, minarets, tombs,
and hammams those were built by
the finest artists of the time, and

Lahore: Islamic architectural
heritage of Hungary exhibited

Ambassador Bela Fazekas says during the Turkish Ottoman times there were
around 300 Turkish words used on a daily basis by Hungarians, and even today,
there are around 70-80 words in the Hungarian language from Ottoman times
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Hungry has well maintained the
art”, he said. Mr Fazekas contin-
ued saying that “during the Turk-
ish Ottoman times there were
around 300 Turkish words used
on a daily basis by Hungarians,
and even today, there are around
70-80 words in the Hungarian lan-
guage from Ottoman times. Most
of these words are connected to

clothing, food, warfare and place
names”. Principle of the college
Prof. Dr. Sumera Jawad, explained
the students about the value and
contribution of Muslimarchitec-
tural art in Europe and precisely
in Hungry. Teachers, students,
journalists and people from differ-
ent walks of life visited the gallery

and appreciated the initiative.

Russia shells
eastern front; war
aims appear to shift

MoNITORING DESK

NEAR BAKHMUT: Russian forces have shelled the en-
tire front line in the Donetsk region in eastern Ukraine,
Ukrainian officials said, part of what appears to be the
Kremlin’s scaled-back ambition to secure only the bulk
of territory it has claimed. The fiercest fighting was near
the towns of Bakhmut and Avdiivka, the region’s gover-
nor Pavlo Kyrylenko said in a television interview. Five
civilians were killed and two wounded in Ukrainian-con-
trolled parts of Donetsk over the previous day, he said
early on Friday.”The entire front line is being shelled,”
he said, adding that Russian troops were also trying to
advance near Lyman, which was recaptured by Ukrain-
ian forces in November, one of a number of battlefield
setbacks suffered by Russia in the past few months. In
Bakhmut and other parts of the Donetsk region that
neighbours Luhansk province, Ukrainian forces coun-
tered with barrages from rocket launchers, a Reuters
witness said. “The Russians have intensified their efforts
in Donetsk and Luhansk,” Ukrainian presidential adviser
Oleksiy Arestovych said in a video post. “They are now
in a very active phase of attempting to conduct offensive
operations. We are advancing nowhere but, rather, de-
fending, destroying the enemy’s infantry and equipment
wherever it tries to advance.” In an early Friday report,
the Ukrainian general staff said its forces had attacked
Russian positions and troop assembly points in at least
half a dozen towns in the south of Ukraine. Russian
losses amounted to about 240 wounded, with three am-
munition depots and about various military equipment
destroyed, it added.

Sweden, Finland
very close to joining
NATO: Blinken

WEeB DESK

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken,
has said he’s confident that NATO candidates Sweden and
Finland will become members very soon. Blinken was speak-
ing at a joint press conference with his Swedish and Finnish
Counterparts in Washington DC. The US Secretary of State
thinks perspective is important when new members join the
alliance, despite a couple of countries still opposing the ac-
cession of the two Nordic countries: “All 30 allies signed
the accession protocol, 28 of the 30, of course, have rati-
fied them. And we are working toward the additional rati-
fications. Turkey and Hungary. And I am convinced, based
on everything I know, that we will soon be able to call both
countries formally are our allies.” Turkey argues that NATO
hopefuls have been too lax in ignoring threats to Turkey from
Kurdish militants and other groups that it considers terrorist.
But both Finland and Sweden say they have been fulfilling
Turkey’s demands. Sweden last week extradited Mahmut
Tat, who is wanted by Ankara for membership in the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party. Both European countries rethought and
abandoned their traditional military non-alignment shortly
after neighbouring Russia invaded Ukraine in February.

New UN rights chief vows t(;

engage Beling on

NEews DESK

NEW YORK: United Nations human
rights chief Volker Turk says he is
determined to engage with China on
a damning report published by his
predecessor that alleged government
mistreatment of the Uighurs and oth-
er mostly Muslim groups that may
amount to crimes against humanity.
Turk made the comments during a
media briefing in Geneva on Friday,
referring to the report released by
Michelle Bachelet just minutes be-
fore her tenure ended earlier this
year. “The report that was issued
on 31 August is a very important
one and has highlighted very serious
human rights concerns,” said Turk,
who took over the role in October.
“I will personally continue engaging
with the authorities. I'm very deter-
mined to do so,” he said, adding that
“hope springs eternal”. The remarks
were Turk’s first public comments on
the matter. Before the long-delayed
report’s release, Bachelet had said
she faced “tremendous pressure to
publish or not to publish”, includ-

ing “substantial input” from Beijing
on the report in the waning days of
her tenure, as well as a letter signed
by countries including North Korea,
Venezuela and Cuba that called for
publication to be halted. The find-
ings brought UN endorsement to
long-running allegations from advo-
cates, campaigners and survivors
who have accused Beijing of detaining
more than one million Uighurs and
other Muslims in camps and forcibly
sterilising women, among other charges.
The report highlighted “credible” alle-
gations of widespread torture, arbitrary
detention and violations of religious
and reproductive rights. It called for the
world to give “urgent attention” to the
human rights situation in the Xinjiang
region in western China. For its part,
Beijing broadly rejected the findings and
accused the UN of becoming a “thug
and accomplice of the US and the West”.
China, one of the five veto-wielding per-
manent members of the UN Security
Council, also indicated it would cease
cooperation with the UN human rights
office in the wake of the report’s release.
Beyond China, Turk referenced several
other human rights challenges facing his

office during Friday’s news conference.
He decried “the continued systematic
exclusion of women and girls from vir-
tually all aspects of life” by the Taliban
government in Afghanistan, which took
control of the country in August 2021
amid the withdrawal of USled foreign
troops. He called the Iranian govern-
ment’s announcement of the first public-
ly known execution related to continuing
protests in the country “very troubling”.
Anti-government unrest has persisted in
Iran following the death in police custody
of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini, who was ar-
rested by the country’s morality police in
capital Tehran for allegedly not adhering to
the government’s dress code for women.
The rights chief also said he was “appalled”
by a massacre last month in which the UN
said at least 131 civilians were killed by
M23 rebels in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). He said the DRC was on
his list of countries to visit next year. The
DRC government has put the death toll
of the November attack at about 300.
Meanwhile, Turk called the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, from where
he recently returned after an offi-
cial visit, an ongoing “human rights
emergency”.

Griner back in U.S.

as Russia’s Bout
lands 1in Moscow

said the swap ended what he described as months of “hell”

WASHINGTON: Basketball star Brittney Griner landed in
the United States on Friday after 10 months in Russian de-
tention following a prisoner swap with arms dealer Viktor
Bout who flew home hours earlier to embrace his family
on the airport tarmac in Moscow.“They say she’s in very
good spirits, appears to be in good health,” White House
spokesman John Kirby told MSNBC in an interview citing
U.S. officials on the ground in San Antonio, Texas, where
she arrived just before dawn. Securing Thursday’s swap, af-
ter months of painstaking negotiations, was a rare instance
of U.S.-Russian cooperation after Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine, although the Kremlin was quick to say it did not
show improving relations. Russia’s state media trumpeted
the swap as a win for Moscow, after the release of a man
who the U.S. Department of Justice has described as one of
the world’s most prolific arms dealers who had sold weap-
ons across the globe to terrorists and America’s enemies
for decades. Bout always denied the charges. U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden, in announcing her release on Thursday,

for Griner, 32, a two-time Olympic gold medalist and star
of the Women’s National Basketball Association’s Phoenix
Mercury. “So happy to have Brittney back on U.S. soil. Wel-
come home BG!,” U.S. Special Presidential Envoy Roger
Carstens, the chief U.S. hostage coordinator, said in a post
on Twitter. WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert, in a
CNN interview, credited U.S. negotiators, adding: “Brittney
really deserves to be home. She was wrongfully detained
and we're happy that she’s reuniting with her family today.”
Griner, who flew into San Antonio before dawn on Friday,
had been arrested on Feb. 17 at a Moscow airport after
vape cartridges containing cannabis oil, which is banned
in Russia, were found in her luggage. As Griner flew back
home, Bout arrived in Moscow and hugged his mother
and wife after stepping on to the tarmac, television imag-
es showed. He said it was difficult to describe his feelings
in an interview with the state-run news outlet RT. He also
said he had not encountered much anti-Russian sentiment
during his imprisonment in the United States.—Agencies

Finland mulls arms exports to Turkey

“There have been some discussions with Finnish industry about exports from Fin-
land to Turkey. There are some preliminary talks. I’d say it would be possible in
the near future to have some exports,” he added.

NEews DEsk

HELENSKI: Finland’s defence minister
Antti Kaikkonen on Thursday expressed
hope that Turkey would promptly ratify
his country’s NATO membership, claim-
ing that Helsinki would consider grant-
ing arms export permits to Ankara on a
case-by-case basis.In an interview with
Reuters after meeting his Turkish coun-
terpart Hulusi Akar in the Turkish capital,
Kaikkonen said he was unable to predict
a timetable for Turkey’s ratification of
Finland’s NATO membership application.
Nevertheless, a leading politician from
Turkey’s ruling AK party said that the
country was in “no rush” to ratify Swe-
den and Finland’s NATO bids, and that
ratification depended on when they met
Ankara’s requests. Both Nordic countries
asked to join NATO following Russia’s in-

vasion of Ukraine in February, but long-
time member Turkey refused to support
their request until a certain demands
were met, including a tougher stance
against Kurdish militants and removing
a ban on arms sales. “In the memoran-
dum of understanding signed in Madrid,
it’s written that there’s no arms embar-
go (on Turkey) and that is the state of
play at the moment. We make decisions
on a case-by-case basis,” Kaikkonen
said. Earlier this week, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu claimed that
Finland must lift an arms embargo on
Turkey as a condition to securing the
country’s support. “There have been
some discussions with Finnish industry
about exports from Finland to Turkey.
There are some preliminary talks. I'd
say it would be possible in the near fu-
ture to have some exports,” he added.

RAWALPINDI: Former inte-
rior minister Sheikh Rashid
said on Friday controversial
audio leak were spread de-
liberately to divert public
attention from the econom-
ic crisis in the country. The
AML chairman issued the
statement a day after an al-
leged audio of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s wife
Bushra Bibi and PTI leader
Zulfi Bukhari leaked online
wherein they discussed the
prospect of selling a watch
received by Mr Khan during
his tenure as the premier.
Saying the PDM govern-
ment was unable to run the
country, Mr Rashid warned
that issues being faced by
the country continued to
deepen. He said early elec-
tions were the only solution
to the political and econom-
ic instability. “How can
a poor person survive
when prices of onions
and potatoes have soared
to Rs300 and Rs200 per
kilogramme in the coun-
try?” he asked. He also
warned of looming food cri-
sis in the country. —DNA

Google
registered as
company in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: American
tech giant Google has reg-
istered itself as a company
with the Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP), official
documents stated. The
tech giant has registered
itself with the SECP as in
line with the “Removal and
Blocking of Unlawful Online
Content (Procedure, Over-
sight and Safeguards) Rules,
2021”, social media compa-
nies had to open offices in
the country.

Minister for Information
Technology and Telecom-
munication Syed Aminul
Haque said following the
registration of the American
multinational ~ technology
company, other social media
platforms will also establish
offices in Pakistan. “TikTok
will soon set up its office
in Pakistan. Companies re-
main reluctant due to the
lack of trust and inconsist-
ent policies,” he said while
maintaining that his minis-
try will offer complete sup-
port to foreign companies.
Pakistan’s government, as
per social media rules, has
made registration mandato-
ry for companies and Goog-
le registered itself as a com-
pany in this context.—DNA

PML-N top
leaders term
Imran Khan

liar, fraudster

ISLAMABAD: Interior Min-
ister and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader Rana Sanaullah has
termed former prime min-
ister and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Imran
Khan as a fraudster. The
minister said that Khan is
a watch thief but he used to
publish fake news of corrup-
tion against Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif. An apology
from the British tabloid
“Daily Mail” is proof that
Khan was the mastermind
of that propaganda. He
said that Khan used Daily
Mail to blackmail Shahbaz,
adding that Khan is unable
to show his face to anyone
after this humiliation. It has
been proved that Khan is a
liar, he said.

He said that according to the
constitution a liar and thief
cannot become a leader. He
suggested the PTI leaders
should remove Khan from
the seat of chairman and
appoint any noble person.
On the other hand, former
prime minister and PML-N
leader Shahid Khagan Ab-
basi has said that PTI chief
Imran Khan is a liar. He said
that an apology from the
British publication “Daily
Mail” has confirmed that
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif was not involved
in any corruption, adding
that it has also revealed
Khan’s propaganda.

He said that Khan labeled
others as thieves to hide
his robberies. He said reli-
gious scholars should give
a statement on it wheth-
er a liar can be a leader.
He said that Khan always
claimed that he struggled
for 22 years but, in real-
ity, he just practiced the
politics of lies and accusa-
tions.—DNA
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