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PM Shehbaz bars 
governor from
denotifying CM

Special correSpondent

LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
restrained on Thursday Punjab Governor 
BalighurRehman from denotifying Chief 
Minister ParvezElahi. The development 
comes after the legal team of Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) advised 
the party to refrain from denotifying Chief 
Minister PervaizElahi as the matter can 
be challenged in court. The legal team 
presented a suggestion during a meeting 
held at the Governor House. The meeting 
was attended by the senior leadership of 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N). 
The legal team said “how the chief min-
ister could be denotified, considering 
the fact that he did not refuse to take the 
vote of confidence.”  On the legal team’s 
recommendation, the prime minister has 
stopped Punjab governor from denotifying 

Continued on Page 06

RAWALPINDI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif inquiring about wellbeing of an injured 
soldier of CTD Bannu Operation during his visit to CMH Rawalpindi. – DNA

The PML-N leaders considered 
the constitutional options
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DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Jami-
at Ulema-e-Is-
lam (JUI) 
chief Maula-
na Fazlur 
Rehman said 
T h u r s d a y 

that the laws of National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) 
were against the universal 
principles of justice under 
which a citizen was arrest-
ed and asked to prove his 
innocence despite the fact 
the responsibility of proving 
accusation lay on the shoul-
ders of the complainant. 
While talking to a private 
television channel, the JUI 
chief said that the citizens 
of Pakistan were oppressed 
under the black laws of the 
NAB for 22 years, but the 
international human rights 
organisations and the civi-
lised world remained silent.

Ch Shujaat 
meets Asif 

Zardari
DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League 
Q u a i d 
( P M L - Q ) 
P r e s i d e n t 
C h a u d h r y 
S h u j a a t 

Hussain called on former 
President Asif Ali Zardari 
at Bilawal House on Thurs-
day night. According to the 
media, Chaudhry Salik Hus-
sain and Chaudhry Shafi 
Hussain were also present 
in the meeting. The media 
reported that the political 
situation of Punjab was dis-
cussed in the meeting.

Bilawal ‘s 
statement 
will start a 
new war

Saifullah

RAWALPINDI: AML chief 
S h e i k h 
Rashid said 
that Bilaw-
al Bhutto’s 
statement in 
US will be the 

beginning of a new war in the 
country. In his message on 
Twitter on Thursday, he said 
that Bilawal is giving an indi-
cation of the implementation 
of foreign wishes. “Along with 
the economic crisis, the polit-
ical crisis has also intesified.” 
Sheikh Rashid said that leav-
ing the assemblies is a right. 
“The dollar is expensive, the 
stock market continues to de-
cline, inflation is more than 20 
percent and there is no money 
for bills and medicines.

Briefs
Donors moot 
on Jan 9 for 
flood victims 

anSar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD:  The International donors 
conference to help the flood victims of Pa-
kistan is scheduled to be held in Geneva 
on January 09, 2023. The UN Secretary 
General AntónioGuterres and Pakistan 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif shall chair 
this conference. The President of France 
Emanuel Macron had proposed to hold this 
conference during his meeting with Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on the sidelines 
of the 77th Session of the UN General 
Assembly in New York. Macron had said 
that Paris will help the South Asian na-
tion in its current difficult situation.
Prime Minister of Pakistan Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif launched the Resilient, Re-
covery, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 
Framework (4RF) for Pakistan Floods. The 
report is prepared by the World Bank in 
consultations with the Pakistani authorities 
including the Ministry of Planning and De-
velopment spearheaded by Ahsan Iqbal.
The report is to be presented during the 
upcoming donors’ conference for the perus-
al of the participating countries. It is likely 
that various countries would pledge support 
for Pakistan. Sources privy to this develop-

ment are of the view that most of the aid is 
likely to be channeled through different UN 
agencies in order to ensure transparency.
Pakistan needed at least $16.3 billion for the 
post-floods rehabilitation and reconstruction, 
a new report of Post-Disaster Needs Assess-
ment (PDNA) revealed in October. The PDNA 
report, released by the representatives of the 
government and the international develop-
ment institutions, calculated the cost of floods 
at $30.1 billion – $14.9 billion in damages and 
$15.2 billion in losses. The figure is $2.2 bil-
lion less than initially announced by the gov-
ernment at a donors’ roundtable in the US. 
The scope of the report was limited to 94 
calamity-hit districts, excluding the areas 
that were affected by the floods but have 
not been declared as calamity-hit.
The U.N. had increased its international hu-
manitarian aid appeal to $816 million from 
$160 million for Pakistan after reviewing 
the scale of the disaster and fearing a surge 
in water-borne diseases, as well as growing 
food insecurity, could pose new challenges 
for the impoverished country. Even despite 
the UN call only 23 percent of the appeal was 
pledged for the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation work. Keeping in view the past experi-
ence, even at the Geneva donors conference 
Pakistan may not get enough support. 

France had proposed to 
hold this conference to help 

Pakistani flood affected people

PM enquires 
after injured 

officers, 
soldiers 

Injured soldier, 
Sepoy Haleem 
Khan embraces 

martyrdom

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan, Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif met officers 
and soldiers at CMH Rawal-
pindi who got injured during 
CTD complex Bannu Opera-
tion, said a statement issued 
by Inter Services Public Re-
lations Thursday. PM paid 
tribute to the courage and 
valour of troops who cleared 
CTD complex Bannu. The 
Prime Minister said writ of 
the state will be established 
at every cost and no one will 
be allowed to disrupt the hard 
earned gains of war on terror 
achieved through unparal-
leled sacrifices of the nation 
and the valiant armed Forces.
Meanwhile, a Pakistan Army 
soldier identified as Sepoy 
Haleem Khan, who was in-
jured during a clearance 
operation at CTD complex 
Bannu, embraced martyrdom 
on Thursday at CMH Rawal-
pindi. According to ISPR, the 
martyred soldier had received 
severe injuries due to terror-
ists’ fire during the clearance 
operation.  Shaheed Sepoy 
Haleem, 29, a resident of 
Hijira of Ponch district, was 
survived by three children. 
Paying tribute to the cour-
age and valour of troops who 
cleared CTD complex Bannu, 
the Prime Minister said that 
the martyrs and their families 
have rendered supreme sacri-
fices for ensuring safety and 
security of people of country. 
“Writ of state will be estab-
lished at all cost and no one 
will be allowed to derailed 
the hard earned gains of war 
on terror achieved through 
unparalleled sacrifices of 
Nation and valiant Armed 
Forces,” PM said.

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan 
on Thursday reiterated his call for 
holding early elections, urging the 
“establishment” and “judiciary” 
to play their role to avoid further 
economic destruction and politi-
cal instability in the country. “We 
are afraid that everything will get 
out of hand if [general] elections are not held soon,” he 
said while addressing his workers and supporters via video 
link from his Zaman Park residence in Lahore. Imran Khan, 
who was removed from power through a vote of no-confi-
dence in the National Assembly in April this year, also re-
minded his supporters about the PTI’s winning by-election 
despite alleged rigging. He added that his assassination 
was decided as a result of his party’s victorious stride. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI to thwart govt’s 
bid to delay LG polls

KhayaM aBBaSi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ham-
mered out a well-thought-out strategy to foil the im-
ported government’s nefarious design to use the par-
liament forum undemocratically to delay the local 
government polls in the federal capital.  The well-craft-
ed plan was finalized in a high level meeting of the 
party meeting held with PTI Central Secretary Gen-
eral Asad Umar in the chair here on Thursday. In the 
meeting, they decided to approach the court immedi-
ately and formally instructed the party’s legal team 
to prepare a constitutional petition in this regard. 

Continued on Page 06

Things to get out of hand 
sans snap polls, warns Khan
“This is everyone’s battle, but not of those 
whose money is lying abroad,” Khan said

Geneva to host conference

Banned TTP is our
redline:FM Bilawal
“We will not ignore if found that 
Taliban are not stopping TTP”

newS deSK

WASHINGTON: Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Thursday said the Afghan Taliban 
have been told that the banned TTP is Paki-
stan’s redline and Islamabad’s relationship 
with Kabul will be affected if the terrorist out-
fit is not controlled. Speaking to the media at 
the Pakistan Embassy in Washington, Bilawal 
Bhutto said, “We will not ignore if we found 
out that Taliban are not stopping TTP.”
The rising number of terror incidents has put 
the security apparatus in the country on alert 
as the Bannu hostage crisis sent shockwaves 
across the country. Over 120 policemen were 
martyred and over 125 others were wounded in 
different kinds of attacks on the police force in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the current year. 
The top Pakistani diplomat is in the US where 
he held meetings during which he met with the 
UN chief, chaired a G77 meeting and spoke 
at Atlantic Council in Washington. Expressing 
his concern over the deteriorating law and or-
der situation in the country due to rising TTP 
attacks from Afghan soil, Bilawal said if the 
Taliban carry out operations against the ex-
tremists, Pakistan will provide help if needed.

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan in 
touch with 

Afghanistan: FO 
Shujaat haMza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is in constant 
touch with the interim government of 
Afghanistan regarding the resurgence 
of terrorist incidents and cross-bor-
der violence, the Foreign Office said 
Thursday. “We have agreed to continue 
established institutional mechanism 
with Afghanistan to prevent such in-
cidents,” Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said at a 
weekly press briefing, in response to 
a question on the clashes between the 
security forces of Pakistan and Afghan-
istan in Chaman-Spin Boldak area. The 
spokesperson said Pakistan had reiter-
ated to the Afghan authorities that the 
protection of civilians was the responsi-
bility of both sides. “Pakistan remains 

Continued on Page 06

Elahi no more 
‘constitutional’ 
CM, says Rana 

DNA
 

LAHORE: Interior Minister Rana San-
aullah has declared that Chaudhry 
PervaizElahi is no more “constitution-
al” chief minister of Punjab as he had 
failed to obtain vote of confidence from 
the provincial assembly as directed by 
the governor. Talking to media in Lahore 
on Thursday, Rana Sanaullah warned “We 
are all prepared if they take any wrong 
step.” The interior minister maintained 
that there was no political crisis in Punjab. 

Continued on Page 06



APNS 
condoles 

with 
Shamsi Ali

LAHORE: “Sarmad Ali, 
President and Nazafreen 
Saigol Lakhani, Secretary 
General of the All Pakistan 
Newspapers Society have 
expressed profound grief 
on behalf of APNS Office 
Bearers over the sad de-
mise of father in-law of Mr. 
Javed Mehr Shamsi, Chief 
Editor, Daily Kaleem, Suk-
kur. The APNS offered 
condolence to the be-
reaved family and prayed 
that Almighty Allah rest 
the departed soul in eter-
nal peace and give them 
courage and patience to 
bear the loss. – DNA
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PTA hosts workshop on digital 
gender inclusion strategy

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority 
(PTA), in collaboration with 
UNESCO Pakistan, host-
ed the fourth consultative 
workshop for the develop-
ment of digital gender in-
clusion strategy. The work-
shop was held in Karachi. 
The workshop, organized at 

PTA’s Karachi Zonal Office, 
is the last in the series of 
consultative workshops that 
have been held to gather 
multi-stakeholder experts’ 
recommendations for a 
strategy to reduce digital 
gender divide in Pakistan. 
The consultative process 
will continue for another 

month through surveys and 
interviews. Director Wire-
less PTA and the head of 
PTA’s initiative for gender 
inclusion in ICTs, briefed 
the participants that these 
workshops have been con-
ducted to capture insights 
of experts and local commu-
nities from Punjab, Sindh, 

Balochistan and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. The workshop 
was conducted by Ms. Sadaf 
Khan, UNESCO consultant. 
Experts from various stake-
holder groups attended the 
workshop. Representatives 
from Global System for Mo-
bile Communications Asso-
ciation (GSMA), National 

Incubation Centre Karachi, 
Careem, telecom operators, 
academia, banking sector, 
social enterprises, women 
entrepreneurs, and non-gov-
ernmental organizations 
such Association for Pro-
gressive Communications 
(APC), Aurat Foundation 
etc. also participated.
PTA’s gender inclusion strat-
egy is being developed with 
support from UNESCO Paki-
stan. It aims to recommend 
specific amendments and 
additions in policies that can 
help achieve gender parity 
in use of internet, mobile 
phones and digital skills in 
line with International Tel-
ecommunication Union’s 
2030 goals. This strategy 
will help PTA, along with 
other public and private sec-
tor stakeholders, to tackle 
various barriers to women’s 
use of mobile and ICTs and 
bridge the digital gender di-
vide in Pakistan. – DNA

CCP takes notice of mobile apps 
offering micro personal lones 
Staff report

ISLAMABAD: The Competition Com-
mission of Pakistan (CCP) has taken 
notice of the various emerging con-
cerns regarding mobile applications 
on Google Playstore offering nano/mi-
cro personal loans to vulnerable cus-
tomers, mostly belonging to the lower 
to middle income class customers.
After the appearance of a news report 
in a leading newspaper, a preliminary 
probe was conducted, and it was not-
ed that these mobile applications on 
Google Playstore were offering na-
no-loans without fulfilling the legal 
requirements of Non-Banking Micro 
Finance Companies (NBMFC’s) law. 

The NBMFC law offers a framework 
to regulate nano-loans only above PKR 
10,000/-, whereas most of these appli-
cations are only offering loans smaller 
than this. As per the initial findings, 
these applications have well over 10 
million downloads by the general pub-
lic. The preliminary findings inter alia 
revealed that these mobile applications 
had contradictions between interest 
rate/processing fee charged from the 
borrower versus the rates advertised. 
There are also instances of faulty 
claims of data privacy and security, col-
lecting personal data on the pretext of 
offering loans, the discrepancy in repay-
ments, and credit range advertised vis a 
vis those actually offered.
The Commission is the first regu-

latory body that formally initiated 
an enquiry into the matter in Sep-
tember ’22, to probe possible viola-
tions by these mobile applications 
with regards to Section 10 of the 
Competition Act 2010, i.e., Decep-
tive Marketing Practices. 
Based on the preliminary findings, 
the enquiry committee is authorized 
to thoroughly probe and submit an 
enquiry report to the Commission 
with respect to any or all possible 
contraventions under the Act against 
all nano-loan mobile applications.
The enquiry committee has been 
working on the case rigorously, con-
sulting all the concerned stakeholders 
and seeking relevant information for 
deliberating the matter objectively.

Pirzada inaugurates 
resource center for 

Autistic children

ISLAMABAD:  Participants of International Maritime Symposium (IMS), on the topic Geo-economic 
Dimensions of Indian Ocean Region Ocean Region posing for a group photo. — DNA

Staff report 

ISLAMABAD: The Honor-
able Federal Minister for 
Ministry of Human Rights 
Islamabad Mian Riaz Hus-
sain Pirzada inaugurated 
the Resource Centre for 
Autistic Children at Rehabil-
itation Centre for the Chil-
dren with Developmental 
Disorder, H-8/4, Islamabad 
under the Directorate Gen-
eral of Special Education 
(DGSE) on 21stDecember, 
2022. Representatives of 
M/O Human Rights, Govt. 
officials, renewed NGOs, 
social workers, parents, 

representative of Planning 
Commission and staff of 
this centre attended the 
ceremony. While talking to 
audience Chief Guest Mian 
Riaz Hussain Pirzada said 
that the children with Dis-
abilities are facing the chal-
lenges of accessibility, ed-
ucation, rehabilitation and 
inclusion in main stream.  
Mr. Pirzada appreciated the 
efforts of Director General 
Special Education,  Sheikh 
Azhar Sajjad for Children 
with Disabilities and said 
that the Ministry of Human 
Rights is working on priori-
ty basis for these children. 
The worthy Minister was 

happy on the occasion of in-
auguration of Autistic Unit 
and said that through such 
facilities inclusion of chil-
dren with disabilities in main 
stream will change their life. 
The worthy Minister empha-
sized the need of expansion 
of such services and provi-
sion of state of the art facili-
ties to the children with Au-
tism. He further talked about 
the need of new avenues and 
projects for facilitation of Per-
sons with Disabilities across 
the country under Ministry 
of Human Rights.
Sheikh Azhar Sajjad Director 
General of Special Education 
in his welcome address said 

thatthe Resource Centre for 
Autistic Children was initi-
ated as PSDP Development 
Project and today it has 
been shifted to Non- Devel-
opment on permanent foot-
ings.He further talked about 
that the number of Children 
with Autism Spectrum Dis-
order (ASD) is increasing 
day by day, therefore he em-
phasized on the need of es-
tablishment of more autism 
units to fulfill the needs of 
Children with Autism Spec-
trum Disorder. He appreci-
ated the role of Ministry of 
Human Rights for catering 
the needs of children with 
special needs.

dna

ISLAMABAD: Nation-
al Institute of Maritime 
Affairs (NIMA), Islam-
abad organised two-day 
International Maritime 
Symposium (IMS), on 
the topic “Geo-econom-
ic Dimensions of Indian 
Ocean Region (IOR) - Op-
portunities for Region 
and Beyond” on 20 and 21 
December 2022. Experts 
from home and abroad 
presented their views 
about the geo-economic 
importance of IOR. The 
focus of second day pro-
ceeding was on maritime 
security in the context of 
regional connectivity. 
Air Marshal Zahid 
Mahmood, vice chief of 
Air Staff was the chief 
guest. Whereas Vice Ad-
miral Abdul Aleem (Retd) 
moderated the session 
discussion. Vice Admi-
ral (Retd) Iftikhar Rao 
spoke about the Maritime 
Threats &amp; Challeng-
es in Regional Perspec-
tive. He talked about the 

Malacca strait choke point 
and its importance to the 
world, especially to
China. He also empha-
sized that Gwadar is a 
commercial port and its 
security is vital for eco-
nomic dividends.
Dr. Christian Beuger, 
of University of Copen-
hagen, talked about the 
Security ofSealines of 
Communications (SLOCs) 
and emphasized collabo-
rative strategy in IOR to 
meet the non-convention-
al threats, particularly to 
SLOCs. He opined that 
Pakistan is in a position 
to take the lead in this 
regard. While deliver-
ing talk, Prof. Dr. Azhar 
Ahmed, of Bahria Univer-
sity, was of the view that 
Geo- Economics is an in-
strument to achieve objec-
tives of Geo-Politics. 
He underscored that 
without political stabil-
ity no country can pro-
gress. Air Marshal Zahid 
Mahmood highlighted the 
importance of maritime 
security and its linkage 
with national security. He 

emphasized on the need 
of developing operation-
al strategies to meet the 
maritime security threats. 
Dr. Hassan Daud Butt, of 
Bahria University, spoke 
about the need of regional 
connectivity, both on land 
and over sea. 
Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain Syed, key note speak-
er, while deliberating on 
the current global secu-
rity scenario, opined that 
it is the most dangerous 
decade after World War 
II. World is witnessing 
historic changes; econom-
ic and global powers are 
emerging from East. He 
was of the view that next 
war is expected to be at 
sea and not on land, there-
fore, Pakistan needs to en-
sure fool proof maritime 
security. 
The message of Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan was also 
read out during the session. 
While emphasizing the Mar-
itime Security of Pakistan, 
PM opined that Pakistan is 
heavily dependent on its sea 
lines of communications be-
cause over 90% of Pakistan’s 

trade and almost 100% ener-
gy imports are through sea. 
Therefore, any disruption in 
maritime trade has serious 
repercussions for the na-
tional security. The govern-
ment is well aware of this 
imperative and is providing 
all out support to maritime 
security apparatus especial-
ly to Pakistan Navy. 
Vice Admiral Faisal Ra-
sool Lodhi, Vice Chief of 
the Naval Staff was the 
chief guest of the closing 
session. He emphasized 
that effective security is 
essential to protect the 
expanding maritime eco-
nomic activities in Paki-
stan, region and beyond. 
Pakistan, therefore, 
needs proactive diploma-
cy, well considered eco-
nomic policies and risk 
management as impor-
tant ingredients to har-
ness and sustain the pace 
of development and po-
tential growth. The sym-
posium was well attended 
by maritime profession-
als, security experts, ac-
ademia, think tanks and 
media personnel.

Pakistan needs to ensure 
fool proof maritime security

The worthy Minister emphasized the need of  
expansion of such services and provision of state 

of the art facilities to the children with Autism

The government is well aware of this imperative and is providing all out 
support to maritime security apparatus especially to Pakistan Navy
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NUMS, South Korean 
Research Center to set up 
vaccines production unit 

RAWALPINDI: NUMS and South Korean biopharmaceutical company Research and Develop-
ment of Eyegene Inc have agreed in principle on setting up preventive vaccines production 
units in Pakistan on the basis of Public Private Partnership to further enhance cooperation be-
tween the two institutions. This understanding was reached during a meeting of Vice Chancellor 
NUMS Lt Gen Wasim Alamgir HI(M) with Dr Seo-Hyun Kim,Head of R&D Center of Eyegene 
Inc and their teams,  in South Korea, said a message received from Seoul here on Thursday.  
The Vice-Chancellor also visited the R&D center and was given a detailed briefing by Professor 
Dr H. Christian Hong Chief Scientific Officer Renhain Therapeutics. He met scientists and re-
searchers working on the development of mRNA and other vaccines at the center.  Both sides 
also identified other potential areas of collaboration including conduct of clinical trials for vari-
ous therapeutic vaccines for the mutual benefit of the two countries, said the message. Earlier 
NUMS also entered into collaboration with the South Korean International Vaccine Institute 
(IVI) and the School of Medicine Gachon University to collaborate in indigenous development of 
vaccines through transfer of technology and by building capacity of Pakistani scientists. Lt Gen 
Wasim Alamgir during his visit to South Korea held separate meetings with DG of International 
Vaccine Institute (IVI) South Korea Dr Jerome H.  Kim and with Kee-Jong Hong PhD, Director 
General and Prof. School of Medicine of Gachon University, an understanding was reached for 
collaboration in this regard, said a message received here from Seoul on Thursday. – APP

Emirati CG for awareness of 
Thalassemia across Sindh

DNA

KARACHI: An event organized by H.E. Bak-
heet Ateeq Al Remeithi, Consul General 
of the UAE, Karachi in collaboration with 
Dr. Asim Qidwai, Founder & CEO, Afzaal 
Memorial Thalassemia Foundation, for 
the Awareness of Thalassemia across the 
Province. CG Bakheet Al Rehmeithi said to 
provide his continuous support to AMTF 
for Thalassemia Free Pakistan, while Dr. 
Qidwai gave the message to the youth to 

“get yourself screened against Thalassem-
ia before marriage”. Dr. Qidwai said to add 
Thalassemia Awareness Campaign in the 
curriculum of school textbooks. Sindh In-
formation Minister Sharjeel Inam Memon, 
Local Government Minister Syed Nasir 
Hussain Shah, Officials from Sindh Blood 
Transfusion Authority, Sindh Ministry of 
Health, and Board Members & High Offi-
cials from AMTF, Mr Ateeq-ur-Rehman, Re-
han Yaseen, Anis-ur-Rehman, Rashid Aziz, 
Abdullah Abid, Ubaid-ur-Rehman, and Zain 
Bashir attended the event. 

PRCS 
always help 
humanity in 
time of need
ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Red Crescent Society 
(PRCS) is the only human-
itarian organization that 
always ensures to help and 
facilitate humanity in times 
of need through active re-
sponses.  This was stated by 
the Chairman PRCS Sardar 
Shahid Ahmed Laghari while 
addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of the newly con-
structed prefabricated struc-
ture of the Basic Health 
Unit (BHU) Chagmalai in 
District South Waziristan.
The Basic Health Unit was 
established with the support 
of the Pakistan Red Crescent 
(PRCS), Norwegian Red Cross 
and PRCS of the Merged Are-
as. Shahid Laghari said it was 
the first-ever visit of any PRCS 
head to South Waziristan. He 
said that the 08 rooms of BHU 
building were constructed at a 
cost of Rs 11 million and this 
health unit will facilitate the 
local communities by provid-
ing of free health services.  He 
informed that male and female 
doctors, psychologists, LHVs, 
child facilitators, and hy-
giene promoters have been 
appointed to ensure the pro-
vision of best health servic-
es at grass root level. – APP
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Reducing population 
growth help resilience 
against climate impacts
ISLAMABAD :Experts at a dialogue on Thursday said re-
ducing population growth to a sustainable level can help 
strengthen resilience against climate change impacts as 
rapid population growth aggravated vulnerabilities of poor 
people, especially children and women. “Pakistan con-
tributes less than 1 percent to global CO2 emissions, 
yet it has suffered enormous human and economic loss-
es due to climate-related disasters,” said Chairperson 
Board of Governors, Sustainable Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI), Ambassador Shafqat Kakakhel in his 
keynote address at a dialogue arranged by the Popula-
tion Council on “Climate & Population at COP27” on 
the occasion of 23rd annual conference of the Popula-
tion Association of Pakistan (PAP) in a news release. 
He said that population was not included in the agenda 
of COP27, yet Pakistan floods provided a compelling 
background in terms of minimizing the devastation of 
climate change by reducing the population to sustain-
able levels.  He said that the world population has 
reached the mark of 8 billion on November 15 and 
2022 was also sixth hottest year of the planet earth. Con-
centration of Carbon dioxide (CO2) in the atmosphere has 
now reached levels 50% higher than the start of industrial 
revolution. The event was attended by government offi-
cials, researchers, planners, policymakers, donors, civil 
society and development partners. The forum provided an 
opportunity to learn and contribute to the debate about the 
role of the population in climate change going forward. —APP

CDA conducts 
anti-

encroachment 
operation  
with DMA

ISLAMABAD :The adminis-
tration of Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) carried out 
extensive encroachment 
operations at Simly Dam, 
Barakahu, and the fruits 
and vegetables market on 
Thursday. In a coordinated 
anti-encroachment opera-
tion, the ICT administra-
tion, Capital Development 
Authority (CDA), and DMA 
(Municipal Administration 
Directorate) demolished 
unlawful buildings and en-
croachments on the double 
road of the Simly Dam, Bar-
akahu, and adjoining areas.
According to an ICT press 
release, the operation was su-
pervised by Deputy Commis-
sioner Irfan Nawaz Memon, 
as all the unlawful structures 
were destroyed in order to 
keep the area’s traffic mov-
ing freely. Furthermore, ICT 
teams also carried out an an-
ti-encroachment operation at 
a fruit and vegetable market, 
where they detained 3 offend-
ers, impounded 6 carts that 
were obstructing the main 
double road, and recovered 
23 kg of plastic bags.—DNA

Traders’ 
delegation 

calls on 
coordinator 

to FTO
ISLAMABAD: The business 
community on Thursday 
urged the government to 
strictly check the smuggling 
and hoarding of dollars for 
flourishing local trade and 
business activities.  Talking 
to a delegation of industrial-
ists and traders led by Engi-
neer Kashif Ali, Coordinator 
to Federal Tax Ombudsman 
Meher Kashif Younis said 
that shortage of dollars 
in market manipulated by 
unscrupulous elements 
creating unnecessary cha-
os, which was harmful to 
business activities, said a 
press release issued here. 
He said that efforts to curb 
the tendency of smuggling 
dollars should beefed up 
and recovered dollars 
should be forfeited to na-
tional kitty.—APP

OPF Housing 
Scheme to be 

built in 
Raiwind

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Overseas Pakistan-
is and Human Resources 
Development, Sajid Hussain 
Turi has laid down the Foun-
dation Stone of a multi-sto-
ries building for Overseas 
Pakistanis at OPF Hous-
ing Scheme Raiwind Road, 
Lahore.  The building will 
comprise 21 floors for shop-
ping malls, shops and other 
commercial activities, said 
a press release. Addressing 
this occasion, Federal Min-
ister Sajid Hussain Turi said 
that all efforts are being made 
to resolve issues being faced 
by Overseas Pakistanis.  He 
said that a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC) will be issued 
enabling Overseas Pakistanis 
to work in any place in the 
country. He further said that 
efforts are underway for the 
reservation of quotas 
for children of Overseas 
Pakistanis in all univer-
sities and to send them 
abroad for higher stud-
ies as well. Federal Min-
ister said more projects 
are being launched for 
laborers.—APP

AIOU 
organizes 
Christmas 

event 
ISLAMABAD :A magnifi-
cent event was arranged 
here at Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) to show 
solidarity with the Univer-
sity’s Christian employ-
ees which was presided 
over by the Vice -Chan-
cel lor,  Prof .  Dr.  Nasir 
Mahmood.  The event 
was largely  at tended 
by Chris t i a n  e m p l oy -
e e s  a n d  t h e i r  fami ly 
members.  Pr incipal 
Of f icers were also pres-
ent on the occasion. In 
the ceremony, Christmas 
cake was cut. On this 
occasion, the Christian 
community expressed 
good wishes for the de-
velopment and prosperity 
of the country.—APP

ICCI for deciding business 
timings after consultation 
He demanded that the government should focus on finding an amicable solution of this 

problem by holding talks with all the stakeholders and avoid imposing unilateral decisions

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
presiding over a meeting of ICCI Traders Committee. Khalid Chaudhry Convener Committee, Asad Aziz, 
Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, Akhtar Abbasi and others are also in picture.—DNA

President calls for enhanced  
engagements the Baloch people

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days
    December 
Dec 01 / Romania
                      National Day

Dec 02 / UAE
National Day

Dec 02 / Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05 / Thailand
National Day

Dec 06 / Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07 / India
Armed Forces Flag Day

Dec 09/ Tanzania 
National Day

Dec 11/ Oman
     Armed Forces Day

Dec 12 / Kenya
Independence Day

Dec 12 / Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16 / Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16 / Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18 / Qatar
National Day

Dec 18 / Niger
National Day

Dec 23 / Philippines 
Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/ Japan
National Day

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

Hotels & 
Restaurants
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ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President, Is-
lamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) 
said that the government 
wants to conserve energy, 
which is a good initiative, 
however, he called upon 
the government to take a 
final decision on the busi-
ness timings in consulta-
tion with traders, who are 
real stakeholders in the 
matter. He said this while 
presiding over a meet-
ing of the ICCI Traders 
Committee. Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari said that the 
economy of the country is 
in a very bad state at the 
moment due to which busi-
ness activities are shrink-
ing. He said that due to 
the dollar crisis, the busi-
ness community is facing 
serious difficulties in im-
porting raw materials and 
goods. He demanded that 
the business hours should 
be finalized in consultation 
with the Chambers of Com-
merce, trade associations 
and the business communi-
ty so that with a unanimous 
decision, energy can be 
saved and business activi-
ties can also be protected 

from further damage. A res-
olution was passed in the 
meeting unanimously call-
ing upon the government 
to take the Chambers of 
Commerce and trade asso-
ciations into full confidence 
before taking any decision 
on business hours.
Group Leader Khalid Iqbal 

Malik said that due to short-
age of dollars, the coun-
try’s imports have almost 
stopped due to which large 
industrial units are closing 
down. In such a situation, 
the government should 
avoid taking unilateral de-
cisions and try to formulate 
a comprehensive strategy 

on an emergency basis 
to revive the economy in 
consultation with all stake-
holders. He suggested that 
a big convention of traders 
of the federal capital should 
be convened to prepare con-
sensus proposals for pres-
entation to the government 
for the revival of business 

activities. Convenor Trad-
ers Committee and former 
Senior Vice President ICCI 
Khalid Chaudhry said that 
traders use the most expen-
sive electricity during the 
evening peak hours as they 
have to pay around Rs.55 
per unit during these hours. 
He said that the government 

wants to save energy, which 
is a good initiative, but the 
government’s revenue of 
electricity bills may de-
crease due to reduction 
in power consumption 
during peak hours. He 
demanded that the gov-
ernment should focus on 
finding an amicable solu-
tion of this problem by 
holding talks with all the 
stakeholders and avoid 
imposing unilateral deci-
sions. ICCI former SVP 
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, 
Restaurant Associa-
tion President Khur-
ram Khan, Jinnah Su-
per Market President 
Asad Aziz, Secretary 
General Abdul Rehman 
Siddiqui, E-11 Market 
President Zahir Abba-
si,  Abpara Market Sec-
retary General Akhtar 
Abbasi, I -8 Market Sec-
retary General Zahid 
Qureshi, and represent-
atives of various other 
markets also spoke at the 
occasion and demanded 
the government should 
take decision in consul-
tation with stakeholders 
to serve the business and 
economic interests of the 
country, which will yield 
positive results.

 ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Thursday called 
for enhancing engagement 
with the people of Ba-
lochistan at the grassroots 
level and prioritise invest-
ment in human resource de-
velopment for prosperity of 
the people. The president, 
talking to the students of 
Cadet College, Kohlu, at Ai-
wan-e-Sadr who are on edu-
cational visit to the Capital, 
called for fully developing 
and benefiting from the ma-
rine and land-based natural 
resources of the province to 
deliver economic growth.He 
said that the national and 
provincial leadership had 
a responsibility to develop 
strong political relation-
ships with the people of the 
province through increased 
interactions and confidence 
building. He especially 
emphasized engaging the 
youth of the province to 
motivate and enable them 

to play their role in provin-
cial and national develop-
ment.    President Alvi said 
that Balochistan was a min-
eral-rich province and that 
Reko Diq and other such 
projects in future could 
make Balochistan prosper 
in a short period of time. 
He said that Balochistan’s 
natural resources could be 
fully developed by bench-
marking best global practic-
es, discouraging corruption 
and corrupt practices, and 
utilizing human resourc-
es optimally with definite 
goals, KPIs and time-lines. 
He termed eliminating nep-
otism, uprooting corruption 
in all of its forms, promot-
ing merit, and transparen-
cy as essential for building 
a strong and prosperous 
nation. The president said 
that political stability, curb-
ing corruption, strengthen-
ing institutional framework 
and focusing on skill devel-

opment could lead the prov-
ince towards rapid progress 
and development. He re-
gretted that due to various 
reasons Pakistan could not 
achieve its rightful place in 
the comity of nations.     Re-
plying to a question, the 
president said that political 
stability and continuation 
of policies were keys for 
achieving financial and 
socio-economic stability, 
and promoting trade and 
investment in the country. 
He said that all stakehold-
ers should set aside their 
enmity, ego and extreme 
behaviours, keep the 
greater national interest 
supreme and develop con-
sensus through democrat-
ic means for holding free, 
fair and impartial elections 
to let people choose their 
representatives. Answering 
a question, the president 
said the students should 
continue the pursuit of 

knowledge throughout their 
lives, hone their skills con-
tinuously, and set the right 
priorities for themselves 
while keeping their mor-
al, ethical and family val-
ues intact.
He advised them to main-
tain humane behaviour and 
observe humility in their 
conduct as they would not 
only advance in their ca-
reers but would also get 
happiness and satisfaction 
in life.   The president ap-
preciated the Cadet Colleg-
es of Pakistan for producing 
quality graduates, who after 
graduating, were serving 
the Pakistan Armed Forces 
and in other fields as physi-
cians, engineers and busi-
nessmen.  The Cadet College, 
Kohlu was announced in 2006 
and the first batch of Cadets was 
inducted in 2016 that passed 
out in 2022. At present total 
strength of cadets is 298 with 34 
faculty members.—APP

NA Speaker felicitates Christian Community
ISLAMABAD :National As-
sembly Speaker Raja Pervez 
Ashraf on Thursday greeted 
the Christian community 
on the joyous occasion of 
Christmas and expressed 
solidarity with the commu-
nity on behalf of the parlia-
ment on this festival of joy.
Participating in the cake-cut-
ting ceremony on the eve 
of Christmas, he said that 
Pakistan stands with the 
Christian community in 
their days of joy equally. 
Employees belonging to the 
Christian community in the 
National Assembly, Senate 
and Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) participat-
ed in the event. Member 
National Assembly Asia 
Azeem was also present at 
the event. The Speaker said 
that the role of the Christian 

community is of key impor-
tance in the development of 
Pakistan and their services 
in the key institutions of Pa-
kistan are commendable.
 Speaker Raja Parvez Ashraf 
stated that the Constitution 
of Pakistan provides equal 
rights to the minority com-
munity living in the coun-
try.  The government is 
determined to ensure equal 
rights for all minorities ac-
cording to the Constitution 
of Pakistan and the princi-
ples of Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah.
The guests present at the 
ceremony paid respect and 
gratitude to the National 
Assembly Speaker for or-
ganizing the auspicious 
ceremony and celebrating 
the happiness of Christmas 
with them.—APP

Ministerial 
delegation of 
Somailia calls 

on Kaira
ISLAMABAD :A Ministerial 
delegation of Somalia headed 
by Minister for Interior, Fed-
eral Affairs & Reconciliation 
Ahmed Moalim Fiqi Ahmed 
called on Advisor to the 
Prime Minister on Kashmir 
Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan 
Qamar Zaman Kaira here on 
Thursday. 
he meeting discussed the 
issues of mutual interest 
with particular reference 

to the issues pertaining to 
the governance system and 
federalism.  The delegation 
comprised of the Ministry of 
Interior, Federal Affairs and 
Reconciliation (MOIFAR), 
Ministry of Justice and States 
of Somalia, which is on seven 
days study tour of Pakistan, 
said a press release. The pur-
pose of the visit is to learn 
from Pakistan’s experience 
regarding 18th amendment, 

National Finance Commis-
sion, Council of Common 
Interests and process of 
consensus building and rec-
onciliation involved in this 
respect. Highlighting the 
importance of National Fi-
nance Commission, Council 
of Common Interests and 
18th amendment, the Advi-
sor said that above consti-
tutional setups have proved 
very fruitful in strengthen-
ing the Federation of Paki-
stan.  He also briefed the 
delegation regarding due 
process of reconciliation 
and consensus building in-
volved in this process.  He 
said that fair distribution of 
power between the centre 
and the federating units was 
the backbone of a strong 
Federation.  The feeling of 
inclusiveness is key to build 
a state on strong footings 
which ultimately leads to 
the prosperity of a country, 
he added.  The Advisor also 

highlighted the delegation 
of powers to Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir and Gilgit Bal-
tistan territories in recent 
years.  Qamar Zaman Kaira 
said that Pakistan Peoples 
Party has always been a 
staunch advocate of dele-
gation of power to the prov-
inces.  He took pride that 
Pakistan People Party owns 
the credit of passing the 
18th amendment as a result 
of which maximum powers 
have been delegated to the 
provinces.  He stressed the 
need of inclusiveness of all 
communities, tribes and 
clans in a federation which 
is only possible through the 
process of devolution and 
fair distribution of power 
among the federating units.  
The Minister also highlight-
ed the long-standing issue 
of Jammu and Kashmir and 
said that support of Somalia 
was very crucial in this re-
gard. _APP

PBM’s projects for 
social protection, poor 

empowerment in full swing
ISLAMABAD :The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PBM) has launched 
numerous projects across the country for social protection 
aimed to improve the lifestyle and livelihood opportunities for 
the poor and marginalized segment of society.  Talking to APP, 
an official of Bait-ul-Mal said that almost 163 Women Empow-
erment Centers (WECs) were established in the country with 
the objective to make widows and orphan girls self-reliant and 
provide them financial security to change their living stand-
ards. The PBM was imparting training through these centers 
to enhance the skills and efficiency of the beneficiaries.  He 
said the PBM had taken initiatives and established some 159 
Schools for Rehabilitation of Child Labor (SRCLs) all over the 
country to pull out the children from being unskilled labour 
and educate them for future challenges.  In these schools, the 
children involved in Child Labor were being enrolled and given 
free education, books and other study material up to primary 
level, he added.  He said the PBM through Individual Financial 
Assistance (Medical) had been providing hearing aids, artificial 
limbs, education, general and also sewing machines to those 
workers earning Rs30,000 a month.   An official informed that 
PBM had set up 51 Orphanages under the title Sweet Homes 
throughout the country intended to develop modern approach 
towards the welfare of orphans.—APP



Port Qasim power 
company won CSR 

stalwart award 
ISLAMABAD: The National Electric Power Regulatory 
Authority (NEPRA) has awarded Port Qasim Electric 
Power Company (Pvt) Ltd (PQEPC) with the CSR STAL-
WART Award and Power with Prosperity Award for play-
ing a vital role to transform the socio-economic landscape 
of Pakistan. According to a tweet from the Embassy of 
China, PQEPC won the awards from NEPRA in 2022, 
“ranking first among all independent power generation 
companies”, Gwadar Pro reported on Thursday.  Through 
the CSR vision of NEPRA, the authority is transforming the 
socio-economic landscape of the country by bringing about 
the most efficient and fair business practices to ensure af-
fordable, reliable, and sustainable power services with the 
active engagement and development of local communities. 
According to the Private Power & Infrastructure Board of 
the Government of Pakistan, Ministry of Energy (Power 
Division)’s website, PQEPC falls in the subcategory of the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Sinohydro 
Resources Ltd. China is the main sponsor. The gross capaci-
ty of the company is 1,320 MW and the net capacity is 1,214 
MW. It used Steam Turbines technology. —DNA
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Briefs
IRSA 

releases 
60,300 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Thursday released 60,300 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
41,500 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, 
water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1489.70 
feet and was 91.70 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,398 feet. Water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 18,500 cusecs 
while outflow as 27,000 
cusecs.  The water level 
in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1117.50 feet, 
which was 67.50 feet higher 
than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 9,700 
cusecs and 20,000 cusecs 
respectively.  The release 
of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was 
recorded 30,200, 27,700, 
20,800 and 7,100 cusecs 
respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 8,300 
cusecs of water released at 
Nowshera and 2,000 cusecs 
released from River Chenab 
at Marala.—APP 

Govt releases 
Rs 4.21b for 
IT project 

ISLAMABAD :The govern-
ment has released funds 
amounting to over Rs 4.21 
billion to execute Informa-
tion Technology related 
projects during the first 
four months of the current 
fiscal year under the Public 
Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP 2022-23).
According to official data 
available with APP, the 
government has authorized 
the utilization of develop-
ment funds amounting to 
Rs 4,211.21 million out of a 
total allocation of 5,731.70 
for various ongoing and new 
projects of the Ministry of 
Information Technology and 
Telecommunication.
Out of the total authorized/
disbursed amount, the total 
amount spent on the de-
velopment projects during 
the corresponding period 
(July-October) stood at 
3,487.32 million. Accord-
ing to the disbursement 
mechanism of the Planning 
Division, the development 
funds allocated in the fed-
eral budget are released at 
the rate of 20 percent in 
the first quarter (July-Sep-
tember), followed by 30 per 
cent each in the second and 
third quarters, and the re-
maining 20 per cent in the 
last quarter (April-June) of a 
fiscal year.—APP 

18 anti-social 
elements 

held
RAWALPINDI, Dec 22 
(APP):Rawalpindi Dis-
trict Police on Thursday 
managed to net 18 law-
breakers including drug 
peddlers, bootleggers and 
illegal weapon holders and 
recovered 10kg charras, 
20 liters liquor, 10 liquor 
bottles, two pistols, ammu-
nition, cash of Rs 145,000 
and other items from their 
possession. According to 
a police spokesman, Rat-
taamral, Waris Khan, New 
Town, Naseerabad, Morgah 
and Gujar Khan police held 
Atif, Usman, Faiz Ahmed, 
Adnan, Nasir, Sohail, Na-
beel, Mualam, and Azdar 
and recovered 10 kg char-
ras from their possession. 
In other raids, City, West-
ridge, Gujar Khan, Dhamial, 
Kalar Syedan, Airport and 
Patriata police rounded up 
Fayyaz, Numan, Zeeshan, 
Ali Raza, Shehzad, Asad 
Qamar, Sakar, and Khizer 
Hayat on recovery of 20 
liters liquor, two bottles 
of liquor, two 30-bore pis-
tols and ammunition. The 
spokesman informed that 
Waris Khan police also 
arrested two fraudsters in-
volved in looting the citizens 
in the name of winning prizes 
in a lucky draw. Police also 
recovered cash Rs 145,000, 
two mobile phones and other 
items from their possession.  
Meanwhile, Rawalpindi po-
lice in their ongoing oper-
ation against professional 
beggars conducted raids in 
different areas and netted 26. 
Separate cases have been 
registered against all the 
accused while further in-
vestigations are underway.  
Senior Superintendent 
of Police Operations said 
no one would be allowed 
to violate the law and the 
violators would be treated 
with iron hands.  He direct-
ed the police officers to ac-
celerate ongoing operations 
against drug peddlers, boot-
leggers and illegal weapon 
holders.—APP

PNCA holds 
musical 

charity show 
for flood 
victims 

tomorrow
ISLAMABAD :Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) will hold a charity 
musical show by various art-
ists here tomorrow (Decem-
ber 23) to help and support 
flood victims. The show is 
being organized by PNCA 
in collaboration with Art 
Aid and Hunerkada College 
of Visual and Performing 
Arts while those who will 
perform include renowned 
Opera Singer, Saira Peter, 
Nouman Lashari, Jia Nou-
man, Nadir Abbass and 
Rajea Iman. Saira Peter is 
a British-Pakistani soprano 
officially recognised as the 
world’s first Sufi Opera sing-
er. She is the Director of NJ 
Arts London, a multicultur-
al performing arts centre 
opened in 1998 by Sir Cliff 
Richard OBE. She is also 
the founder of Saira Arts 
Academy in Karachi. Peter 
gave solo western classical 
performances in the UK, 
USA, Germany, Turkey and 
Pakistan. —APP

ANF seizes 
huge quantities 

of drugs
ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Nar-
cotic Force (ANF) has re-
covered a huge quantity of 
drugs during a nationwide 
crackdown against smug-
glers of contraband items. 
According to a spokesper-
son, ANF recovered 53 cap-
sules filled with heroin from 
the stomach of the accused 
who was traveling to Sharjah 
from Islamabad Internation-
al Airport on flight No. PA-
212. In another operation, 
the force seized over 1 kg 
of meth ice from the trolley 
bag of the accused who was 
going to Bahrain from Fais-
alabad Airport on Flight No. 
FZ 372. The ANF recovered 
about 1604 liters of banned 
chemicals in 2 separate op-
erations near Chaman By-
pass.  In an operation near 
Hazar Ganji Chowk Quetta, 
the force seized about 50 
kg of hashish from the bus. 
The drugs were hidden on 
the roof of the bus.—APP 

Efforts would 
be made 

to resolve 
overseas issues
ISLAMABAD :Federal Min-
ister for Overseas Pakistan-
is and Human Resources 
Development, Sajid Hussain 
Turi has laid down the foun-
dation stone of a multi-sto-
rey building for Overseas 
Pakistanis at OPF Housing 
Scheme Raiwind Road, said 
a press release issued here 
on Thursday. The building 
will comprise 21 floors for 
shopping malls, shops, and 
other commercial activities.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Federal Minister Sajid 
Hussain Turi said that all 
efforts are being made to 
resolve issues being faced 
by Overseas Pakistanis. He 
said that a No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) will be 
issued enabling Overseas 
Pakistanis to work in any 
place in the country. He 
further said that efforts 
are underway for the res-
ervation of quotas for chil-
dren of Overseas Pakistanis 
in all universities and to 
send them abroad for high-
er studies as well. Federal 
Minister said more projects 
are being launched for lab-
orers. He said that by next 
month five thousand more 
flats will be handed over to 
laborers.—APP

Lok Virsa 
holds 

Christmas 
festivity 

ISLAMABAD, Dec 22 (AP-
P):National Institute of Folk 
and Traditional Heritage, 
Lok Virsa will hold colorful 
Christmas festivity here 
on December 23 featur-
ing art and craft activities. 
The Christmas celebra-
tions will have an opening 
ceremony with colorful 
performance at Heritage 
Museum, congregation of 
Christian community, erec-
tion of Christmas tree, dis-
tribution of sweets by Santa 
Claus, Christmas songs, folk 
songs, folk dances, artisans 
at work exhibition etc. The 
event is being organized by 
Lok Virsa, National Heritage 
and Culture Division in col-
laboration with U.P Church 
and Saint Thomas Church. 
Meanwhile, Lok Virsa will 
also hold Quaid e Azam 
Day Celebrations on De-
cember 25 to pay rich trib-
utes to the founder of the 
nation.—APP

US rate hikes to affect
Pakistan’s economy: Report

This is mostly due to the rupee’s devaluation and the country’s  
efforts to borrow to build up its foreign exchange reserves

dna

ISLAMABAD: Rising inflation 
rate in the US is expected to trig-
ger global repercussions, especial-
ly in developing economies, such 
as Pakistan, that are deeply linked 
to the US economy in terms of 
exports and the Greenback.  The 
Pakistani rupee is pegged to the 
U.S. dollar, hence its value has de-
creased, albeit a few other factors 
have also contributed to the ru-
pee’s downfall, said Yasir Masood, 
an Islamabad-based Political Econ-
omist in an article carried by Gwa-
dar Pro on Thursday. He stated 
that in recent months, the rupee 
has fallen by over 36% against 
the dollar, with the dollar’s rise 
accounting for about 12% of the 
rupee’s depreciation. Pakistan’s 
foreign reserves have been signifi-
cantly drained in recent years due 
to a number of factors, including 
a drop in exports and remittanc-
es, rising imports of oil and food 
items, debt repayment, supply 
disruptions, and reduced reserves 
due to foreign exchange liquidity 
disparities. Growing concerns 
about continuing the uncertain 

IMF rescue package, and political 
instability have further compound-
ed the problem. This has led to a 
significant current account deficit, 
which the central bank has been 
unable to handle with the meagre 
foreign exchange inflows at its dis-
posal. In addition, investors have 
also pulled out funds from the 
market amid uncertainty over do-
mestic economic policy. To make 
matters worse, due to sluggish 
global growth, Pakistan received 
less government development 
assistance this year than project-
ed.  Pakistan is therefore unable 
to prevent diminishing foreign 
reserve holdings, and attract ad-
equate assistance from foreign 
lenders. Even if these other fac-
tors are rectified, dollar strength, 
owing to U.S. interest rate hikes 
would continue to affect the value 
of the Pakistani currency. Due to 
a steep reduction in oil prices, 
the rupee has recently risen to 
roughly 224 rupees to the dollar, 
from a high of 240 rupees to the 
dollar a few months ago. Theoret-
ically, rate hikes by state-owned 
banks might increase yields on 
government bonds and bills, but 
economic volatility has deterred 

foreign investment amid these 
uncertainties. Equivalent to U.S. 
dollars, Pakistan’s total external 
stayed at USD 127 billion over 
the past year due to improved 
relations between Pakistan, In-
ternational Financial Institutions 
(IFIs) and Washington. However, 
Pakistan’s overall external debt 
increased by Rs 6.8 trillion or 35% 
year on year to Rs 26.5 trillion at 
the end of September this year. In 
a single year, the external debt of 
the federal government, excluding 
IMF loans, rose to 18 trillion ru-
pees. External debt surged by Rs 
1,300 billion in net amounts.  This 
is mostly due to the rupee’s deval-
uation and the country’s efforts to 
borrow to build up its foreign ex-
change reserves. The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) reported that 
Pakistan’s IMF debt reached Rs 
1.7 trillion by September, up 44% 
from a year earlier. This is despite 
the IMF spending USD 2 billion 
less than planned during this pe-
riod. Total domestic debt held by 
the federal government rose to 
Rs. 31.4 trillion, up Rs. 5 trillion 
(19% annually) to reach this level.
The central bank also reported 
that an average currency rate at 

the end of September 2022 was 
228 rupees to the U.S. dollar, 
down 57.4% in a year. This has had 
a significant impact on the gov-
ernment’s external debt. To put it 
differently, increases in the cost of 
servicing debt directly result from 
rising Debt Mountains. 
In barely a quarter of the current 
financial year, debt service has 
topped 1 trillion rupees. Accord-
ing to the government’s updated 
estimates, the debt service could 
reach Rs 4.7 trillion. Apart from 
this, Pakistan is currently expe-
riencing a severe dollar shortage 
and cannot use dollars to handle 
inbound cargo. As international 
debts are paid, domestic dollar in-
flows have plummeted and foreign 
currency funding has dropped 
to its lowest level in four years.  
According to  SBP, Pakistan now 
has USD 6.7 billion in foreign ex-
change reserves and USD 12.6 
billion in total assets. In addition, 
Pakistan has to pay more than 
USD 30 billion in overseas liabil-
ities this fiscal year. Meanwhile, 
exports, remittances, and foreign 
direct investment are the three 
primary sources of dollars brought 
into the country, and all three 

have experienced negative growth 
over the past several months.
After successive governments  ex-
acerbated current account deficits 
through high imports compared 
to exports, the Central Bank of 
Pakistan has adopted aggressive 
measures like reducing commer-
cial banks’ ability to finance high-
end import products and cutting 
development spending on new 
projects to stemming capital 
outflows and making up for 
sluggish remittances amid ris-
ing currency rate volatility.
Principally, improving economic 
sector efficiency and productiv-
ity can help Pakistan’s foreign 
reserves recover. By pursuing 
higher economic competitiveness, 
Pakistan would be able to attract 
more international investment. 
To that end, it should implement 
structural reforms in trade, in-
vestment, and labour laws that in-
crease the ease of doing business 
and the regulatory environment 
for private sector development. 
Encouraging energy-saving 
technologies and diversifying 
energy sources could lower 
energy costs and promote eco-
nomic sustainability over time. 

ISLAMABAD: A Chairman CDA Capt  ( R)  Usman Younis cutting cake along with the Christian community to celebrate Christmas.— DNA

RAWALPIND: Rawalpindi 
District Police on Thursday 
finalized a security plan for 
Christmas under which all 
churches have been divided 
into three categories and 
over 3200 police personnel 
including Elite Force com-
mandos would be deployed 
to ensure foolproof security.
According to a Police 
spokesman, no one would 
be allowed to park vehi-
cles in 100 feet radius of  
Churches. Walk-through 
gates would be installed at 
the entrance of the Church-
es and the visitors would 
be checked through metal 
detectors. Best possible se-
curity arrangements would 
be ensured to avoid any un-

toward incident in the city, 
he said. The security duty 
at public places including 
parks would be made more 
effective, he said adding, 
that security had also been 
tightened at the entry and 
exit points of the city and 
special checking was ordered 
for this special occasion. He 
said, the City Police Officer 
(CPO) Rawalpindi Syed She-
hzad Nadeem Bukhari had 
directed the SPs, DSPs and 
SHOs to ensure effective 
patrolling in their respec-
tive areas. Plain-clothed and 
well-equipped policemen 
would perform duties near 
Churches and public places, 
he added. The security of 
the churches would be mon-

itored through closed-cir-
cuit television (CCTV) cam-
eras while a control room 
would be set up where all 
the departments concerned 
would work jointly to keep 
an eye on the security ar-
rangements. Sharpshooters 
would also be deployed on 
the rooftops of different 
buildings, he added.
The City Traffic Police 
(CTP) would make ar-
rangements for parking 
vehicles for the visitors of 
the churches and the park-
ing lots would be set up 
nearly 100 feet away from 
the churches. The Police 
and other law enforcement 
agencies have divided 159 
churches of the district 

into A, B and C categories. 
Additional security person-
nel would be deployed at 
the churches falling in 
A-category. The worshi-
pers would be checked at 
three points. The roads 
adjoining the entry points 
of the churches would be 
sealed with barbed wires 
while elite commandos and 
sniper shooters would be 
deployed at rooftops. The 
Police vehicles equipped 
with cameras would also re-
main stationed outside the 
churches. The senior police 
officials would make sur-
prise visits to churches on 
Christmas to check security 
arrangements and deploy-
ment, he added.—APP

Police finalize foolproof security 
arrangements for Christmas

OGDCL carries out 
221 Line-km 2D 
seismic surveys 

ISLAMABAD :Oil and Gas Development Company Limited 
(OGDCL), during the first quarter of the current fiscal year, 
carried out 221 Line-km 2D and 21 Square-KM 3D seismic 
surveys in its various operational areas to discover hydro-
carbon reserves. “The acquired 221 Line km of 2D seis-
mic data and 21 Sq. km of 3D seismic data represents 
49% of total 2D and 17% of total 3D seismic data acqui-
sition in the country respectively,” the company said in 
its first quarterly financial report for 2022-23. Moreo-
ver, the OGDCL using in-house resources processed/
reprocessed 1,065 Line km of 2D seismic data, besides 
carrying out an additional 135 Line km of geological 
fieldwork in Nowshera. On the drilling front, the com-
pany spud one exploratory well namely Shahpurabad-1 
(1Q 2021-22: 3 wells). It also completed the drilling and 
testing of two wells pertaining to the previous fiscal 
year. “Total drilling recorded during the three months 
stood at 11,392 meters.” The company mentioned in 
the report that its exploration activities had been se-
verely affected by the torrential rains and flood and se-
curity concerns, adding “the planned 3D seismic survey 
of 210 Sq. km was affected by torrential rains, whereas 
2D seismic survey of 84 Line km had to be deferred due 
to security concerns in Zin and Lillah blocks. However, 
the Company is making all efforts to recover the deferred 
seismic activities within the current fiscal year. During the 
period under review, the OGDCL contributed around 46 per 
cent, 30 per cent and 36 per cent towards the country’s total 
oil, natural gas and LPG production respectively.—APP ISLAMABAD:  Christian youngsters busy in decoration for upcoming Christmas and New Year’s celebrations at G-7.—APP
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NATO’s existence 
detrimental to peace

Russia-Ukraine  
conflict serves US

T he United States Ambassador to the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization, Julianne Smith, has accused Russia and China of em-
ploying a set of strategies to weaken the alliance. She said that 

there is no doubt that Russia and China are trying to split the alliance 
partners. She should be reminded of the role NATO has played in the 
past couple of decades. She should also be told to compare what China 
has done for world peace and development and what NATO has done 
to disrupt both. With the disbanding of the Warsaw Pact in 1991, there 
was actually no need for the continued existence of NATO. The role it 
has continued to play has proved to be detrimental to world peace and 
development. Had it not been for its military intervention, the blood-
shed in Bosnia in the early 1990s would have been avoided. Many in-
nocent civilians were killed in the war in Afghanistan in which NATO 
got heavily involved. Had it not been for its expansion in East Europe, 
there would not have been increasingly fierce confrontation between 
Russia and Ukraine, and thereafter the military conflict between the 
two countries currently underway. At its summit in Madrid in June, it 
even listed China among its strategic priorities for the first time. In the 
document adopted at the summit, China was said to pose “systemic 
challenges” because of its “military ambitions, its confrontational rhet-
oric toward Taiwan and its increasingly close ties with Russia”. Aside 
from its participation in UN peacekeeping missions, China has never 
been involved in any military conflict in the past several decades. 
China has spared no efforts in developing partnerships with as many 
countries as possible for economic and trade cooperation, and it has 
tried in its diplomacy to ease tensions and seek the settlement of 
differences through talks. It has done nothing to warrant such an 
antagonistic portrayal by NATO. NATO is pointing a finger at China 
simply because of its ambitions to expand to the Asia-Pacific. It 
needs “an enemy” in the region to justify its presence. The rhetoric 
about a “potential threat” from China is merely the fabrication of an 
“enemy” to justify its aggressive moves to maintain the West’s glob-
al hegemony under the leadership of the United States. By claiming 
that China is seeking to undermine the rules-based international 
order that Western countries engineered, adhere to and believe 
in, NATO is just stirring up an ideological confrontation between 
NATO and China, and thus fueling the Cold War mentality in the 
West. But what NATO is doing to justify its existence and expansion 
will only add to the global uncertainty. It has become a leading source 
of instability and impediment to peace and development.

J ust prior to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s arrival in 
Washington on Wednesday, the White House announced $1 billion 
in weapons and equipment from Pentagon stocks for Ukraine, 

including Patriot missiles, and $850 million in funding through the 
Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative, part of which is to be used to 
fund a satellite communications system. Claiming that these are “criti-
cal new and additional military capabilities to help Ukraine defend itself 
from Russia’s ongoing brutal and unprovoked assault”, US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said they “underscore our enduring commitment to 
the people of Ukraine”. Well no. What they underscore is the administra-
tion’s commitment to prolonging the hostilities. As Biden admitted in his 
joint news conference with Zelenskyy, even before the conflict began, the 
US provided Ukraine with a steady stream of military hardware, including 
air defense systems and artillery, ammunition, “and so much more” — which 
signaled its intent. For as Biden said, the US views the conflict as part of 
something much bigger — that being “the competition for the 21st century”, 
as he said in his introduction to his administration’s National Security Strat-
egy. Like the US, France also announced this week that it had provided more 
military assistance to Ukraine, with French President Emmanuel Macron 
saying in an interview aired on Tuesday the country had sent arms, including 
rocket launchers, and air defense batteries to Ukraine. But the French lead-
er gave a more measured assessment of the crisis than Biden’s admission 
that the US views it as a means to reinforce its hegemony. The French lead-
er said that Russia would require security guarantees as part of a negotiated 
end to the conflict and only Ukraine should define the terms of any armistice 
with Russia, not the country’s Western backers. To those criticizing that 
position, he said they should “explain what they are proposing”, which, as 
he said, is total war. Macron has previously struck a practical note, saying on 
Dec 3 that Europe needs to prepare its future “security architecture”, one 
that is inclusive and takes into consideration “security guarantees” for Rus-
sia. He said that NATO had to address Russia’s concerns about the alliance 
coming “right up to its doors” and the deployment of weapons that could 
threaten it. That echoes China’s insistence that it is NATO’s unrelenting 
expansion eastward that has pushed Russia into a corner by worsening 
its geopolitical and security environment and its long-standing call that 
both sides’ security concerns should be addressed. A cease-fire and a 
negotiated settlement would not only be the best choice for Russia and 
Ukraine, but also for Europe. But 10 months into the conflict and Biden 
has made it clear why the crisis will continue. The US is waging a proxy 
war against Russia and it will not rest until it has achieved its aims.

Qatar was just the beginning as Middle East 
eyes Asian sports

Economic development plan and trade liberalization 
is the need of the hour 

Amina Abdul Ghafoor
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T his decade and beyond could be the era of Mid-
dle Eastern sports. It may not have sunk in 
yet, but the Qatar World Cup was the kickoff 

rather than the finale. Qatar and Saudi Arabia will be 

this decade’s focal points of Asian sports. By 2030, 
Egypt and Turkey could become part of the global 
sports-hosting mix. That doesn’t mean that Arab and 
Berber North Africa will be sidelined. On the contra-
ry, barely two months after emerging as a World Cup 
superstar, Morocco will host the FIFA Club World 
Cup in February. Qatar will host the Asian Cup a 
bit later in 2023. Saudi Arabia is certain to host the 
2027 Cup. Doha is back in the picture as home to the 
2030 Asian Games; in 2034, it’s Riyadh’s turn. Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt are considered FIFA favourites for 
the 2030 World Cup should they decide to bid for 
the tournament together with Greece. A Moroccan 
pitch for the 2030 World Cup is also within the realm 
of possibilities. In between, somewhat incongruously, 
Saudi Arabia, better known as a desert kingdom, will 
host the 2029 Asian Winter Games in its futuristic 
yet-to-be-completed $500 billion city of Neom on the 
Red Sea. Moreover, Saudi Arabia is also bidding for 
the rights to the 2026 AFC Women’s Asian Cup.
Further afar, Qatar and Saudi Arabia are separately 
considering bidding for the 2036 Olympics but could 
join forces. Egypt and Turkey are mulling their sepa-
rate candidacies. All players will have learnt lessons 
from the human and worker rights criticism Qatar 
confronted in the 12-year runup to the tournament 
that just ended. The indications are that so have hu-
man rights activists. Saudi Arabia and Egypt, unlike 
Qatar, two of the world’s worst human rights violators, 
are likely to be gluttons for punishment. However, for 
activists, the litmus test will be whether they subject 
the 2026 hosts of the World Cup – the United States, 
Mexico, and Canada -- to the same level of criticism 
that Qatar experienced. Leaving aside the biased and 
bigoted nature of some of the discussion about the 
Qatar World Cup that didn’t spare Lionel Messi’s 
triumphal lifting of the trophy on behalf of the victo-
rious Argentinian team because Qatari Emir Tamim 
bin Hamad Al Thani honoured him with a traditional 
Arab cloak, the tournament fuelled a long-standing 
debate on whether autocracies that violate human 
rights should be granted hosting opportunities that 
allow them to project themselves on the international 
stage in a different light. The flurry of bids and tour-
naments to be hosted in the Middle East and the by 
and large celebratory aftermath of the Qatar World 
Cup proves that the criticism of the Gulf state did 
little to make Qatar or other regional autocracies 
rethink the risk of exposing themselves. At the end 
of the day, the World Cup achieved what the Qataris 
wanted. That is likely food for thought for activists for 

whom the tournaments constitute a golden opportu-
nity to justifiably pursue the campaign for worker and 
human rights in the Middle East and North Africa, 
provided they learn from mistakes made with Qatar. 
That is not to distract from the gains achieved by ac-
tivists’ pressure for migrant workers and the laudable 
effort of human rights groups and others that did not 
allow themselves to be sucked into culture wars. That 
is true, even if they failed to distance themselves for 
much of the past 12 years from critics who seemed 
more driven by prejudice and bigotry than genuine 
concern for the plight of the underdog. Arab states 
could set a new benchmark for activists and restruc-
ture FIFA if Saudi Arabia tries for a second time 
to carve a new regional federation out of the world 
soccer body’s two largest constituent elements, the 
Asian Football Confederation (AFC) and the Confed-
eration of African Football (CAF). Eager to be the 
regional hub for sports and everything else from 
business to entertainment and innovation, Saudi Ara-
bia attempted in 2018 to create a South West Asian 
Football Federation. The kingdom, as well as AFC 
members Bahrain, Yemen, Oman, Kuwait, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, 
Maldives, Sri Lanka, and Pakistan, initially signed up 
for the federation. However, the initiative collapsed 
within months. Riding on the wave of the Qatar World 
Cup’s success, a potential new move to create an 
Arab soccer federation would potentially see 12 Mid-
dle Eastern associations depart the 47-member AFC 
and leave the seven North African associations that 
fall under the 54-member the Confederation of Afri-
can Football (CAF) little choice but to join their Arab 
brethren. A renewed attempt to create a South West 
Asian body would leave North Africans with the op-
tion to remain in CAF but potentially deprive the AFC 
of an additional seven associations. Sports journalist 
John Duerden quotes a senior AFC official predicting 
in 2015 during the Asian Cup in Canberra that “by the 
end of the next decade, there will be a split in Asian 
football from east to west.” Broaching the notion of an 
Arab split, Mr. Duerden noted that the string of tour-
naments hosted by Gulf states had exacerbated al-
ready strained relations between Arab and East Asian 
federations, including those of Japan and South Ko-
rea, that have long accounted for a significant chunk 
of AFC revenues. It didn’t help that Qatar secured 
the rights to the 2023 Asian Cup after China had to 
back away from hosting the tournament because of its 
zero-tolerance Covid-19 policy. The Korean Football 
Association (KFA) responded positively to an AFC 

inquiry on whether it would want to replace China 
but suggested that Qatar made a better financial of-
fer. “Qatar has promised huge financial support, such 
as the participation of additional sponsors by its own 
companies in the AFC, which is currently suffering 
from a loss due to COVID-19, a large-scale broadcast-
ing rights contract with its own broadcasting compa-
ny, and support for operating expenses of the Asian 
Cup,” the South Korean association said in a state-
ment in October. The KFA said the Qatari maneuver 
was part of an “unconventional offensive and support 
of Middle Eastern countries trying to take the lead 
in Asian football.” The Koreans further asserted that 
the prospect of Saudi financial support for the AFC 
had secured the kingdom hosting the 2027 Asian Cup. 
Saudi Arabia is the only candidate after India, which 
the AFC also shortlisted, withdrew its bid. Arab in-
fluence in Asian and African soccer governance has 
long been undeniable. The AFC is headquartered in 
Egypt, traditionally one of African football’s best per-
formers at the national and club level. Potentially ex-
panding Egypt’s influence, Egyptian-born billionaire 
Mohamed Mansour, the British Conservative Party’s 
incoming treasurer, who Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi recently gave a board membership, last 
week disclosed plans to buy an English soccer club. 
Mr. Mansour already has a majority stake in the top-
tier Danish club FC Nordsjaelland and intends to in-
vest in the US football market. Similarly, except for 
two years, Arabs have presided over the AFC for the 
past two decades. First, it was Qatari national Moham-
med bin Hamam from 2002 until 2011 when he was 
ousted as part of the power struggles and corruption 
scandals that rocked global soccer governance. The 
AFC’s current president, Salman Ebrahim Al-Khalifa, 
a member of Bahrain’s ruling family, has been in of-
fice since 2013 and is set to be elected unopposed in 
February for a fourth term. Mr. Al-Khalifa manages 
the group primarily from Bahrain, even though the 
AFC is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur. Finally, Qa-
tar showcased its influence in global soccer when it’s 
two most famous employees, Mr. Messi and Kylian 
Mbappé, who both play for a Qatar-owned Paris Saint 
Germaine, squared off in Sunday’s France Argenti-
na final of the Gulf state’s World Cup. Said Mr. Du-
erden: The Qatar World Cup “has been a celebration 
of shared Arab football culture… With the Arab Cup 
successfully reborn last year….and the Arab Champi-
ons League being pushed, there is more and more of 
a sense that a MENA (Middle East and North Africa) 
confederation already exists informally.”

A common disease that afflicts management 
and government administration the 
world over is the impression that “our 

problems are different”. They are different 
to be sure, but the principle that will help 
to improve the quality of product and ser-
vice are universal in nature”.  W. Edward 
Deming  Economy of Pakistan is hot topic since 
we have made our multi-dimensional National 
security policy. NSP has been a great achieve-
ment in Pakistan’s history but we still need to 
put some extra effort to achieve our goals as 
mentioned in NSP. One of the goals is “the eco-
nomic development of Pakistan. It is one thing 
Pakistani Government always put on table. How-
ever, Pakistan cannot deny the fact that they re-
quire an action plan on board with true spirit of 
its implementation. Their government needs to 
look at their economic indicators with the lens of 
an economist. Being an economist, they will see 
that the whole world is struggling to keep their 
economies on track and it is a piece of cake nei-
ther for the world nor for Pakistan. Pakistan only 
lacks in setting their priorities right. Economy 
has never been the priority of any political party 
rather they prioritize their political and personal 
interests over national interests. This led them 
to soaring inflation and economic crisis. They 
plan to come out of immediate economic crisis 
temporarily nonetheless they are required to do 
long term planning for economic future of 229m 
people. Unfortunately, due to increasing polari-
zation and Pakistan’s political turmoil keep roll-
ing their economy as well which is a big hurdle 
in the way of economic reforms and its sustain-
ability. According to Uzair Younus a senior fel-
low at The Atlantic Council, Pakistan’s economy 
was flourishing at the turn of the century, when 
compared with India, Bangladesh, and Vietnam. 

Twenty years later, it is at the bottom of the 
group. An immediate action plan is the dire need 
of the hour.  In the era of the twenty-first centu-
ry, power has been associated with the economy. 
A stronger economy means a higher status in the 
international community. States are struggling 
for a better economic system. An economic plan 
helps states to realize their economic needs, vi-
sion, and to take control to shape their economic 
future. It also helps to bring together community 
residents with public and private sectors, togeth-
er public and private sector should choose eco-
nomic development goals and outline how to 
develop these goals. Economic Development 
Plan summaries the economic vision, mission, 
and goals of your community, economic strat-
egies and specific actions that will be taken. 
It should be aligned with your existing plan (if 
you have one) or any other development plans. 
It will help public and private entities under-
stand the economic priorities.  “Failing to plan is 
planning to fail” EDP starts with a critical anal-
ysis of Pakistan’s current economic indicators. 
What is the need of the time, what to achieve, 
who will achieve economic goals, how much time 
is required and through this we will know when 
we will be able to have a sustainable economy. 
These questions will help Pakistan to adopt eco-
nomic models accordingly. According to our eco-
nomic and country current situation we can 
chose Friedman’s core-periphery model. The 
main theme of the core-periphery model is in-
equalities and injustices lie in the towns, prov-
inces, states, or even in the international com-
munities. This model focuses on tendencies 
of economic activities to concentrate around 
some pivotal points and to address the uneven 
socio-economic development. Core is the area 
(towns, cities, provinces, or states) which are de-

veloped because of some favorable reasons. Pe-
riphery is the underdeveloped areas (rural are-
as). It has four stages of development, first stage 
is pre-industrial society, second stage is the De-
velopment of core and periphery, third stage is 
the Dispersion of economic activities in periphery 
regions and the fourth stage is the emergence of 
spatial integration. Pakistan can grow its economy 
in short span of time if they act timely and rightly 
by developing its periphery areas. China used 
this model for its development. They devel-
oped core areas and periphery areas gradually 
to develop economy. Later the development 
goes horizontal from core areas to periphery 
areas. In the last stage, all regions are integrat-
ed and equally developed. Pakistan can follow 
the same for its economic growth. Pakistan 
and China are already having strong economic 
ties, Pakistan can utilize these terms for de-
veloping its economic plan. Pakistan’s policy 
makers should play their role to avoid econom-
ic pitfall. Pakistan needs to take a step ahead of 
rhetorical strategy and to shift its focus towards 
trade liberalization, in-house industrializations, 
women empowerment, agricultural reforms, tax 
reforms, for the improvement of economic indica-
tors and to sustain a continuous improvement plan 
for trade liberation across the globe. They have to 
have an economic development plan, measure the 
needs, implement economic reforms, keep review-
ing the plan, sustain, and improve. These economic 
reforms need to be pushed through with urgency. 
They have the best economist in home. Inaction 
or a strategic documented rhetorical plan is not 
an option for a government as this can put the 
economic future of 229m people at stake. 

—The writer is Senior Engineer Projects & 
Operations

James M. Dorsey
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SAO PAULO: Brazilian foot-
ball great Pele will spend 
Christmas in hospital, his 
medical team and family 
said Wednesday, as he re-
ceives treatment for wors-
ening cancer as well as 
kidney and heart problems. 
The 82-year-old “requires 
greater care related to renal 
and cardiac dysfunctions,” 
said the Albert Einstein 
Hospital in Sao Paulo. It 
also reported a “progres-
sion” of his cancer, but said 
Pele was not in intensive 
care. Considered by many 
to be the greatest foot-
baller of all time, Pele was 
hospitalized in Sao Paulo 
on November 29 for what 
his medical team called a 
re-evaluation of his chemo-
therapy treatments, which 

he has been receiving since 
having surgery to remove a 
colon tumor in September 
2021.
Doctors have also diag-
nosed Pele -- whose real 
name is Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento -- with a respira-
tory infection. Earlier this 
month, Pele’s daughters 
Kely Nascimento and Fla-
via Arantes sought to reas-
sure fans about his health, 
denying reports that Pele 
had been placed in end-of-
life care as supporters held 
a vigil outside the hospital. 
They said Wednesday on 
Instagram that they would 
be spending Christmas with 
their father at the hospital.
“Our Christmas at home 
has been suspended,” they 
wrote. “We decided with the 
doctors that, for various rea-
sons, it would be better for 
us to stay here with all the 

care that this new family at 
Einstein gives us!!”
Accompanied by a picture 
of them smiling, the sisters 
thanked Pele’s fans for their 
support and wished them a 
happy festive season. “We 
are going to turn this room 
into a Sambodrome (just 

kidding), we will even make 
caipirinhas (not kidding!!),” 
they joked, referencing Bra-
zil’s famous cocktail.
The siblings promised an 
update next week. Pele 
dazzled from an early age 
and took the 1958 World 
Cup by storm when he 

was 17 years old, netting a 
hat trick in the semifinals 
and two more goals in the 
final, catapulting his own 
career and launching the 
soccer dynasty of the Bra-
zilian national team. Pele 
scored more than 1,000 
goals in one of the most 
storied careers in sport. 
He is the only player in 
history to have won three 
World Cups (1958, 1962 
and 1970).
In recent years, the man 
dubbed “The King” has 
faced deteriorating health 
and his public appearanc-
es have grown rare. He 
has dealt with his ailments 
with trademark good hu-
mor, remaining active on 
social media. Pele posted 
regularly during the Qa-
tar World Cup, including 
a message of congratu-
lations to captain Lionel 

Messi after Argentina took 
the top prize. “Congratula-
tions to Argentina! Diego 
(Maradona, who died on 
November 25, 2020) is 
probably smiling now,” he 
wrote. Pele also watched 
from hospital as star play-
er Neymar equalled his 
goal record of 77 with 
the “Selecao.” Pele has 
received messages from 
well-wishers all over the 
world, also recently from 
French striker Kylian 
Mbappe who called on fans 
earlier this month to “pray 
for the King.” It was with 
Mbappe that Pele made 
one of his last public ap-
pearances, in April 2019, 
in Paris, for a promotional 
event. World Cup host na-
tion Qatar also showed its 
support for Pele, lighting 
up buildings with a “Get 
well soon” message.

Pele to spend Christmas in hospital as cancer worsens
In recent years, “The King” has faced deteriorating health and his public appearances have grown rare. 

He has dealt with his ailments with trademark good humor, remaining active on social media

Briefs
Things to get 
out of hand 
sans snap...

From PAge 01
The PTI chief said that even 
though his party has gov-
ernments in two provinces 
and rules over 66% of the 
country, it has decided the 
dissolution of the Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
assemblies. Last week, the 
former premier announced 
that the dissolution of as-
semblies in both provinces 
would be done on Friday 
(tomorrow). “This is every-
one’s battle, but not of 
those whose money is lying 
abroad,” Khan said, pointing 
at the Pakistan Democratic 
Movement-led government 
in the Centre. He added 
that the nation rejected the 
“gang of thieves”.
“I want to remind the nation 
that his toppled PTI govern-
ment took the country to-
wards economic progress,” 
the deposed prime minister 
said. He went on to say that 
one man’s decision toppled 
his government, deeming 
it “cruelty”. “One man has 
enmity [towards PTI]. He 
decided to end the party. 
He decided to end Imran 
Khan,” Khan said without 
naming the person he was 
referring to. The PTI gov-
ernment gave the highest 
growth rate in Pakistan’s 
history when the economy 
was progressing, he added. 
“The country’s wealth in-
creased by 5.7% and 6% in 
the third and fourth year. 
The country had never pro-
gressed to this extent.”
Khan said that he had nev-
er seen the nation go into a 
dark time in his 70 years of 
life. “Our country is getting 
stuck in quicksand.”
He said that he is addressing 
those Pakistanis who have 
not laundered their money 
abroad rather than those 
who have looted the coun-
try. Prior to Imran Khan’s 
address, PTI’s Focal Person 
for Economy HammadAzhar 
took a jibe at Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah saying 
that while he was trying to 
seal the Punjab CM House, 
PTI supporters sealed the 
governor’s house and has 
taken the governor hostage 
by “staging a huge protest”.

PTI to 
thwart govt’s 
bid to delay 

LG polls
From PAge 01

The PTI completed the 
planning to thwart the at-
tempts of the federal gov-
ernment to escape from 
the elections. During the 
meeting, they decided to 
file an application in the 
Islamabad High Court to 
become a party in the peti-
tion filed by PML-N seeking 
postponement of local body 
elections. PTI Islamabad 
President Ali Awan, Raja 
Khurram Nawaz and Chief 
Election Management Cell 
Shahzad Gul along with le-
gal team and media team 
representatives were pres-
ent in the meeting.
During the meeting, they 
discussed the imported gov-
ernment’s attempt to use 
the parliament undemocrat-
ically after federal cabinet 
for their nefarious designs 
to delay the LG polls in Is-
lamabad in detail.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Asad Umar stated that the 
PTI was fully prepared for 
local body elections to in-
flict a crushing defeat on 
the cabal of thieves.
He said: “We will not let the 
imported government run 
away from the LG polls and 
they would be taken to the 
people’s court in any case.”
Asad Umar expressed satis-
faction over the PTI’s’ LG 
election campaign.

Banned 
TTP is our 
redline:FM 

Bilawal
From PAge 01

He said that there was no 
new agreement on coopera-
tion with the US for anti-ter-
rorism.  “We urge to release 
frozen funds for the Afghan 
people not for the Taliban. 
They [Taliban] promised 
with US and the world to 
take action against extrem-
ist groups,” said Bilawal.
In response to a question, 
the foreign minister said 
that the building owned 
by Pakistan in Washington 
must be sold as the condi-
tion of the property is bad. 
“Taxes and other expenses 
are high on it. But I am not 
in favour of selling the ho-
tel in New York.”

Najam Sethi wants to make 
domestic cricket stronger

In the next 3-4 months, we will make the necessary changes on the ground to revive departmental 
and regional cricket. The board will be made of elected representatives from four departments

dna
LAHORE: Chairman of the Pakistan Crick-
et Board’s (PCB) management commit-
tee, Najam Sethi, has said that the basic 
agenda of the governing body is to bring 
reforms into domestic cricket and make 
it a big brand like the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL). In a massive development 
on Wednesday, Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif approved Sethi as chairman of the 
cricket’s governing body, replacing Ram-
iz Raja. A 14-member committee, headed 
by Sethi, was established by the govern-
ment, which is led by the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N), to oversee PCB 
operations for 120 days prior to the 2014 
constitution’s election period.
In an interaction with media in Lahore, 
the former PCB chairman said: “In the 
next 3-4 months, we will make the nec-
essary changes on the ground to revive 
departmental and regional cricket. The 
board will be made of elected represent-

atives from four departments and each 
number of regions, alongside two nom-
inees from the prime minister. There 
will then be elections, and the board will 
function as it used to. This is our agenda, 
which is for domestic cricket reform.”

Sethi said making Pakistan’s domestic crick-
et is a big challenge. “We need to fix our 
domestic cricket structure. In the last four 
years, there’s been a famine. How many 
new players domestic cricket has provided 
to the national team in the last four years? 

It looks like the PSL is supplying cricket-
ers because very few are coming through 
from domestic cricket, and even if they do, 
they don’t get enough chances. This is a 
big challenge for us. Just as we made PSL 
a big international brand, we also need to 
make domestic cricket stronger,” he said. 
Talking about New Zealand’s upcoming 
tour for the Test series, he said that the 
committee hopes for the series to happen 
in a good atmosphere. “I just want to say 
that a cricket team has been announced 
for the series. I don’t know whether it’s 
appropriate or not to make changes. We 
will discuss and see; we haven’t made any 
decision yet,” he added.
Pakistan are scheduled to take on New 
Zealand in first Test match, starting 
on December 26 at the National Bank 
Cricket Arena. The second Test be-
tween the two sides will be staged at the 
Multan Cricket Stadium from January 3 
to 7. After the conclusion of the Test 
series, the Black Caps will play three 
ODIs from January 10 to 14 in Karachi.

Pakistan in 
touch with 

Afghanistan...
From PAge 01

committed to maintaining 
its fraternal relations with 
Afghanistan and ensuring 
that peace is maintained,” 
she said. She mentioned 
that Pakistan continued to 
engage with international 
players including the neigh-
bouring Afghanistan to 
ensure that the terrorism 
emanating from Afghan soil 
could not affect it.
She hoped that the Afghan 
authorities would work to-
wards fulfilling the commit-
ments made to Pakistan to 
not allow their territory to be 
used against its neighbour. 
Asked if Pakistan was using 
China’s leverage to counter 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) in the backdrop of the 
country’s engagement with 
Afghanistan, Baloch said Pa-
kistan and China were close 
strategic partners and “We 
consult each other on all 
matters of interest including 
counter-terrorism and on the 
situation in Afghanistan.”
To a question about the 
number of foreign visits by 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto after assuming of-
fice, she shared a list of the 
countries as — Saudi Arabia 
(twice), United Arab Emir-
ates (twice), United States 
(thrice), China (twice), 
Switzerland, Iran, Uzbeki-
stan (twice), Cambodia, Uz-
bekistan, Germany, Egypt, 
Indonesia and Singapore.
In response to the delay in 
disbursement of salaries to 
Pakistan’s missions abroad, 
the spokesperson said the 
process had been restored 
that faced suspension due to 
a “very complicated” issue 
pertaining to the Ministry of 
Finance, the State Bank, and 
the international channels. 

PM Shehbaz 
bars 

governor...
From PAge 01

CM Elahi for now and or-
dered more consultation on 
the matter. Punjab Gover-
nor BalighurRehman, Fed-
eral Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah, Prime Minister’s 
Advisor Malik Ahmed Khan, 
Federal Minister Khawaja 
Saad Rafique, and other im-
portant leaders participated. 
In the meeting, the PML-N 
leadership considered the 
constitutional option regard-
ing the de-notification of the 
Punjab Chief Minister. The 
meeting also discussed the 
overall political situation of 
Punjab while the security of 
the Governor’s House has 
been tightened and more 
security forces including 
Frontier Constabulary (FC) 
arrived outside there. It is 
worth mentioning that Pun-
jab Governor has termed 
the PA speaker’s ruling ‘un-
constitutional’ against his di-
rection to the Chief Minister 
to take a vote of confidence 
from the Punjab Assembly. 
Punjab Chief Minister Per-
vaizElahi had not taken the 
vote of confidence as per the 
direction so now the Punjab 
Governor is considering us-
ing the constitutional option 
of de-notifying him. 

Elahi no 
more... 

From PAge 01
Pervaiz Elahi was no more 
chief minister as the Punjab 
assembly session called by 
the governor did not take 
place. He said the Consti-
tution allows the governor 
to convene the assembly 
session. “How will Article 6 
be enforced?” he asked. The 
minister further said that 
whenever the assembly ses-
sion would be held if would 
elect a new chief minister.
Responding to a question, 
Rana Sanaullah said Hamza 
Shehbaz will be their can-
didate for the chief minis-
ter slot. To another query, 
Rana Sana said the PML-N 
is making preparations to 
welcome party Quaid Nawaz 
Sharif back to the country.  
He further said Nawaz Sha-
rif will himself announce the 
date for his return.
Replying to another question, 
the interior minister said fo-
rensic analysis of the leaked 
audios of PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan should be conducted. A 
new political crisis looms in 
Punjab as neither was the 
Punjab Assembly session con-
vened, nor did the chief minis-
ter take the vote of confidence 
despite the directions of the 
Punjab governor. According 
to the PML-N sources, Pun-
jab Governor BaligurRehman 
may de-notify Chief Minister 
Chaudhry PervaizElahi for not 
taking the vote of confidence. 
It is to be noted here that de-
spite the announcement of In-
terior Minister Rana Sanaul-
lah, notification to de-notify 
the chief minister could not 
be issued last day.

Meet Antonela, woman 
who never left Messi’s side

weB deSK 
LONDON: The GOAT (Greatest of 
All Times) in the world of sports, 
Lionel Messi, has decided to draw 
the curtains over his football career 
after becoming the world champion. 
The Argentina football sensation an-
nounced through his country’s media 
agency Diario Deportivo Ole that the 
Qatar FIFA World Cup was not just 
his last world cup, but also his final 
stint at the game. Argentina won the 
FIFA World 2022 finals on Sunday, 
December 18, in an exemplary fash-
ion, beating France 4-2 in a penalty 
shootout after Messi scored twice in 
a 3-3 draw that featured a hat-trick for 
France’s Kylian Mbappe.
Now, as the Barcelona team sensa-
tion retires after over two decades, 
let’s take a look at how his love story 
with his spouse, Antonela Roccuzzo, 

fuelled not just his career but also 
carved the great personality he is 
today. Messi and Antonela met each 
other as five-year-olds. Antonela was a 
friend of Messi’s cousin and they fre-
quently met to play. Messi was quite 
an introvert but he always came out of 
his shell for Antonela. The two played 
with other kids on the streets of Ar-
gentina and became best friends in the 
process. They remained in touch ever 
since. Messi was 11 when he was diag-
nosed with a growth hormone disorder 
that could hinder his dream of playing 
football professionally. His father, 
Jorge Messi, left no stone unturned to 
get him enrolled in an under-14 soccer 
team. Messi left for Spain after the 
under-14 FC Barcelona division signed 
him. While there was no looking back 
for him professionally, Antonela lost 
her best friend in a car crash, and Mes-
si booked a flight back to Argentina to 

be with her. The friends reunited, a 
love story bloomed and with that, so 
did Messi’s football career.
The couple announced in June 2012, 
that they were pregnant with their 
first child. Antonela gave birth to 
their son, Thiago Messi in Novem-
ber 2012. The duo welcomed their 
second child, Mateo, in September 
2015, and their third child in March 
2018. They named him Ciro. Antone-
la decided to peruse dentistry while 
doing her bachelor's in humanities 
and social sciences. However, she 
left school so that she could be clos-
er to Messi, who was living in Barce-
lona at the time for his career. Messi 
and Antonela got married on June 
30, 2017, in their hometown, Rosa-
rio, in Argentina. They got married 
at the City Center hotel, with over 
260 guests, which included some of 
Messi’s teammates from his football 
team. Their wedding ceremony was 
touted the ‘wedding of the century’.
As Messi plays his career-best football 
in his farewell world cup matches, An-
tonela is right there cheering for him 
on, as always. She keeps sharing sig-
nificant moments from each of Messi’s 
games on her social media. In a recent 
press conference after his team’s win 
at a quarter-final match, Messi told re-
porters, “My family is always present. 
My spouse and my children are there 
no matter what and seeing them hap-
py today is the most wonderful thing.” 
After Argentina won the FIFA World 
Cup 2022, Antonela, proud of her hus-
band’s hard work, penned a heartfelt 
note to congratulate him. She said, 
“I don’t even know how to voice that 
greater pride we feel for you.

Squash Legend Jehangir Khan calls 
on IPC Minister Ehsan u Mazari
afzal javed

 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
squash legend Jahangir 
Khan called on Federal 
Minister for Inter-Provin-
cial Coordination (IPC) 
Ehsan ur Rehman Mazari 
to improve the standard of 
the squash game. During 
the meeting, Jahangir Khan 
expressed his concerns 
about the declining qual-
ity of squash, which was 
also attended by Federal 
Secretary ICPC Ahmed 
Hanif Orakzai and Director 
General Pakistan Sports 
Board (PSB) Muhammad 
Ibrar.  Federal Minister Eh-
san Mazari said that steps 
should be taken to improve 
the squash game. He add-
ed that suggestions will be 

made to regain the lost glo-
ry in squash.  Ehsan Mazari 
said that all stakeholders 

have to work together for 
the development of sports. 
The federal minister also 

assured Jahangir Khan of 
all possible support for the 
development of squash.

New Zealand squad 
arrive in Pakistan 
for Tests and ODIs

SportS deSK

KARACHI: New Zealand’s cricket team returned to 
Pakistan on Thursday to play two Tests and three one-
day internationals, a year after abandoning their tour 
over a security threat. The arrival of the Kiwis comes 
just days after England whitewashed Pakistan at home 
in a three-match Test series that has seen the hosts’ 
cricket board chief sacked. New Zealand sparked deep 
frustration in Pakistan in September last year when 
they failed to show up at Rawalpindi Stadium and an-
nounced they were flying home.
They rescheduled the visit after Australia’s successful 
tour in March, which was followed by two visits by Eng-
land. The current 15-man New Zealand squad is led by 
veteran fast bowler Tim Southee and they will begin the 
tour with the first Test in Karachi on Monday. The sec-
ond Test is in Multan from Jan 3, followed by one-day 
internationals on Jan 10, 12 and 14 in Karachi.
Pakistan announced a 16-man squad for the Test series 
on Wednesday, with a recall for fast bowler Hasan Ali. 
Spearhead Shaheen Shah Afridi misses out with a knee 
injury. The Test series against New Zealand will provide 
Pakistan with a chance to improve on their performance 
after a humiliating defeat at the hands of England. New 
Zealand cut short a tour in 2002 when a bomb blast 
outside their Karachi hotel killed 14 people including 
French naval staff. They returned in 2003 but avoid-
ed the mega port city. Pakistan then became a no-go 
destination for international cricket in 2009 when the 
Sri Lankan team bus was attacked, forcing Pakistan 
to play home games at neutral venues, mostly in the 
United Arab Emirates. But international cricket has 
gradually returned since 2015 following major security 
improvements and this year has been a big home sea-
son with visits by Australia, England and New Zealand.

New Zealand squad: 

Tim Southee (captain), Michael Bracewell, 
Tom Blundell, Devon Conway, Matt Henry, Tom 
Latham, Daryl Mitchell, Henry Nicholls, Ajaz 
Patel, Glenn Phillips, Ish Sodhi, Blair Tickner, 
Neil Wagner, Kane Williamson, Will Young

Lewandowski wins 
Golden Foot Award

BARCELONA: Barcelona's Polish star Robert Lewandowski 
has been honored with the 2022 Golden Foot Award at a 
ceremony held in Monaco. Before accepting the prestigious 
award at the Grimaldi Forum on Wednesday, Lewandowski, 
34, had his footprint molded. "I am very happy. I am very 
proud. And for me, it's a huge honor to win this award, Gold-
en Foot. Because I know that everything what I am doing 
and I did. I know how hard I have to work for this," Le-
wandowski said in a video before the ceremony.
"Also, what is important in our lives (is) that we are trying 
to do and to be also the good," he told the ceremony. Le-
wandowski, a longtime Bayern Munich forward who helped 
it win multiple German Bundesliga titles, in 2020 earned a 
UEFA Champions League trophy with the club. This July he 
left Bayern Munich to join Barcelona. Also on Wednesday, 
Türkiye's Fatih Terim, who previously coached the Turkish 
national team, Galatasaray, Italy's Fiorentina and AC Milan, 
won the Golden Foot award in the legends category. Terim 
secured the 2000 UEFA Cup with Galatasaray, and bagged 
eight Turkish top-tier Super Lig titles as head coach.
He was Türkiye head coach in the UEFA EURO 96, 2008, 
and 2016. The Terim-led Türkiye played in the semifinals 
in the EURO 2008. The Golden Foot is a prestigious 
international award that is given to football figures and 
players for their athletic achievements and personality, 
and can only be won once. – Agencies 
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RAWALPINDI: Officers of the 
ninth Mid-Career Manage-
ment Course of Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Civil Service vis-
ited the Rawalpindi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 
The delegation visit of thirty 
four members of the manage-
ment course was organized by 
the Kashmir Institute of Man-
agement. The delegation was 
headed by Brigadier Retired 
Syed Akhtar Hussain Shah. 
Chamber President Saqib 
Rafiq briefed the course partic-
ipants on the ongoing activities 
of the Chamber. Senior Vice 
President Muhammad Hamza 
Sarosh, Vice President Faisal 
Shahzad, former Presidents 
Raja Amer Iqbal, Malik Shahid 

Saleem and Executive Mem-
bers and Secretary General 
Irfan Manan Khan were also 

present on the occasion.  
The delegation was informed 
about the function and role of 

the chamber. Later the del-
egation also visited different 
departments of the chamber. 

The delegation appreciated 
the active role of Rawalpindi 
Chamber in promoting busi-

ness activities, awareness, 
promoting industry-academia 
linkages and policy advocacy.

Officers of AJK civil service visits RCCI 

Briefs
Under 1% 
of Israeli 

probes yield 
prosecution

JERUSALEM: Israeli sol-
diers accused of harming 
Palestinians in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
over the last five years have 
been indicted in less than 
1% of the hundreds of com-
plaints against them, an Is-
raeli rights group reported. 
The watchdog argued that 
Israel’s military systemati-
cally fails to conduct a credi-
ble prosecution of itself.
Between 2017 and 2021, 
the Israeli military received 
1,260 cases of alleged of-
fenses by Israeli soldiers 
against Palestinians, in-
cluding 409 cases involving 
the killing of Palestinians, 
according to military data 
obtained by the group Yesh 
Din and released Wednes-
day after a freedom of infor-
mation request.
The Israeli military opened 
248 criminal investigations 
into instances of possible 
misconduct in response 
to those complaints — just 
21.4% of the total, Yesh Din 
said. Only 11 investigations 
during that five year period 
have yielded indictments. 
In those cases, Israel’s mil-
itary prosecutors acted with 
leniency toward convicted 
soldiers, the group added, 
with those sentenced for 
killing Palestinians serving 
only short-term military 
community service.
“This conduct demonstrates 
the military law enforce-
ment system’s complete 
disregard for Palestinians’ 
lives (and) precludes any 
possibility of deterrence,” 
Yesh Din said.—APP

Iranian 
intelligence 

says 4 Israeli 
Mossad 

teams caught
ISTANBUL :Iran’s Intelli-
gence Ministry has claimed 
it captured four teams work-
ing for Israel’s spy agency 
Mossad, which has alleg-
edly been preparing a ter-
rorist act during the recent 
demonstrations. In a state-
ment Thursday, the min-
istry said that four teams 
consisting of Mossad spies 
were caught, according to 
the Tasnim News Agency.
“The Zionist regime aimed 
to direct the operation 
teams and carry out many 
combined terrorist acts 
by taking advantage of the 
uprisings that broke out in 
various parts of the country 
in past weeks,” the state-
ment added. All the spies 
were caught without having 
carried out any activities, it 
said.No details on the num-
ber of agents arrested were 
given Tensions between the 
two arch foes have escalated 
since the killing of Iran’s top 
nuclear scientist Mohsen 
Fakhrizadeh in November 
2020 on the outskirts of 
Tehran, which Iran blamed 
on Israel. A number of secu-
rity-related incidents have 
been reported across Iran 
since then, including at the 
underground Natanz nucle-
ar facility in central Iran’s 
Isfahan province, which has 
been targeted many times.

Turkey hikes 
minimum 

wages to fight 
inflation

ISTANBUL Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on Thursday announced 
the third major minimum 
wage hike in a year to try 
and combat a historic jump 
in consumer prices ahead 
of crunch elections. More 
than 40 percent of Turkey’s 
workforce earns the lowest 
income allowed by law. Erdo-
gan relied on support from 
the working classes to rise 
to power nearly two decades 
ago -- and will need it again 
to secure re-election in polls 
which are due by next June. 
But Turkey’s poor have been 
hit the hardest by an eco-
nomic crisis that has seen 
the official annual inflation 
rate reach 85 percent. On 
Thursday the Turkish leader 
said the country would boost 
the monthly take-home pay 
to a minimum of 8,500 liras 
($455).The minimum wage 
stood at 2,826 liras in Decem-
ber 2021, which at the time 
was slightly less than $300. It 
was raised to 4,253 liras last 
January and then to 5,500 in 
July. Turkey’s latest economic 
crisis started when Erdogan 
-- a lifelong opponent of high 
interest rates -- pressured the 
central bank to bring down 
chronically high consumer 
prices by lowering borrow-
ing costs.—DNA

Europe 
should limit 
dependence 

on US for 
security

PARIS: France’s president 
said European countries 
should be more decisive in 
the NATO alliance and re-
duce their “reliance on the 
US,” according to reports 
on Wednesday.
Speaking to reporters 
aboard the French presiden-
tial plane on his return from 
an international summit in 
Amman, Jordan, Emmanuel 
Macron said “he doesn’t see 
his push to develop Europe-
an defense as an alternative 
to NATO,” according to the 
Wall Street Journal.
The daily quoted Macron 
saying that a stronger Eu-
rope would allow the con-
tinent to become more 
autonomous within the mil-
itary alliance, acting “inside 
NATO, with NATO but also 
not depending on NATO.”
“An alliance isn’t some-
thing I should depend on. 
It’s something that I should 
choose, something I work 
with,” the daily quoted Ma-
cron as saying. “We must 
rethink our strategic au-
tonomy.” “Europe needs 
to gain more autonomy on 
technology and defense ca-
pabilities, including from 
the US,” he said. His re-
marks came in the wake of 
Ukraine’s President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy meeting with 
US President Joe Biden in 
Washington and addressing 
the Congress on Wednes-
day, thanking it for provid-
ing his country with finan-
cial aid and calling their 
money “not charity” but “an 
investment.” Earlier, Biden 
announced a $1.85 billion 
military aid package for 
Ukraine.—Agencies 

Russia’s 
former space 
chief injured 
in Ukraine

MOSCOW: The former 
head of Russia’s space agen-
cy, Dmitry Rogozin, said 
Thursday he was injured 
by shelling in Donetsk, a 
Russian-controlled city in 
eastern Ukraine, and will 
require surgery.
Rogozin is an ardent sup-
porter of President Vladimir 
Putin’s February offensive 
in Ukraine and is leading a 
team of military advisors to 
pro-Russian forces fighting 
alongside Moscow’s troops.
The outspoken official -- 
known for his Twitter spats 
with US billionaire and 
SpaceX CEO Elon Musk 
-- was removed from his po-
sition at Roscosmos in July.
Rogozin said on his Tele-
gram channel Thursday that 
he suffered a back “injury” 
after a metal fragment was 
lodged above his right shoul-
der blade and will be need-
ing surgery.
The incident took place 
on Wednesday evening in 
a hotel in Donetsk, where 
Rogozin was staying with a 
local official and a group of 
advisors, TASS news agen-
cy reported. Russian inves-
tigators said that the strike, 
which had left others dead 
and injured, was carried 
out with “high-precision 
munitions, presumably... 
a Caesar” French artillery 
system. —APP

‘Serpent’ 
serial killer  
expected  to 

be released in 
Nepal

KATHMANDU :French se-
rial killer Charles Sobhraj, 
who committed a string of 
murders across Asia in the 
1970s and was portrayed in 
the Netflix series “The Ser-
pent”, was expected to walk 
free from prison in Nepal 
on Thursday. Nepal’s top 
court ruled Wednesday that 
Sobhraj, 78, who has been 
in jail in the Himalayan re-
public since 2003 for two 
killings in the 1970s, should 
be released early on health 
grounds. Prison officials 
told AFP they would hand 
Sobhraj over to immigration 
authorities after receiving 
the relevant court papers. 
The court ordered that he 
be deported within 15 days. 
Sobhraj needed open heart 
surgery in 2017 and his re-
lease was in keeping with the 
law allowing the compassion-
ate discharge of bedridden 
prisoners who had already 
served three-quarters of their 
sentence, the verdict added.  A 
French citizen of Vietnamese 
and Indian parentage, Sobhraj 
began travelling the world in 
the early 1970s and wound 
up in the Thai capital Bang-
kok.   Posing as a gem trader, 
he would befriend his victims, 
many of them Western back-
packers on the 1970s hippie 
trail, before drugging, rob-
bing.—APP

Tackling global challenges 
require a collective approach
The Speaker appreciated the support of the Belgium people and government 

for being 1st country to support Pakistan in flood rehabilitation initiatives
Staff report

ISLAMABAD: National As-
sembly Speaker Raja Per-
vez Ashraf Thursday said 
that the world is facing 
global climate challenges 
and only collective effort 
can transform these chal-
lenges into opportunities. 
Talking to Ambassador of 
Belgium Charles Delogne 
at Parliament House, he 
said that Pakistan has 
been facing severe impacts 
of global climate change as 
there has been severe de-
struction of properties and 
loss of lives of common 
people. 
Speaker said that enhanc-
ing parliamentary inter-
actions and economic 
cooperation is vital for the 
prosperity of people and 
their well-being. He said 
that the official visit of 
the 7 members Belgium’s 
Parliamentary delegation 
in Pakistan from 16th to 
20th January 2023 would 
enhance parliamentary 

cooperation between both 
nations.  He also said that 
the Pakistani economy is 
agriculture-based and flash 
floods have destroyed the 
agriculture sector. 

The Speaker appreciated 
the support of the Belgium 
people and government for 
being 1st country to sup-
port Pakistan in flood reha-
bilitation initiatives. 

The Speaker stressed on 
the need to further develop 
contact between the busi-
ness communities of both 
countries to tap the massive 
economic potential in Paki-

stan.  He said, “Pakistan at-
taches great importance to 
its relations with Belgium 
as these relations are based 
on close people-to-people 
contacts,”Convener Paki-

stan-Belgium Parliamenta-
ry Friendship Group MNA 
Ms. Asia Azeem was also 
present in the meeting. It 
is pertinent to mention that 
Seven member Parliamen-
tary delegation of Belgium 
would visit Pakistan from 
January 16, 2023 to Jan-
uary 21, this year. While 
talking about Belgium’s 
Parliamentary delegation 
to Pakistan, Speaker said 
that this would further 
strengthen ties between 
both nations. The Ambas-
sador of Belgium in Paki-
stan appreciated Speaker of 
National Assembly Raja Per-
vez Ashraf for his warm wel-
come.  He appreciated the 
comprehensive schedule of 
seven members Belgium’s 
Parliamentary Delegation 
to Pakistan.  He said that 
both Belgium and Pakistan 
share the same cultural and 
language diversity. He 
also said that Belgium 
was the first country to 
support Pakistan, especial-
ly in flood relief efforts.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Belgium Mr. Charles Delogne called on Speaker National Assembly 
Raja Pervez Ashraf at Parliament House. —APP

People-to-people exchange 
within  SCO boosts prosperity

dna

BEIJING: “Promoting 
mutual trust and learning 
between our peoples, espe-
cially our younger genera-
tion within the framework 
of Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) will 
undoubtedly contribute to 
overall progress and pros-
perity of our countries,” 
said Moin ul Haque, Paki-
stani ambassador, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro.
At the Forum on SCO Coun-
try People-to-People Ex-
change 2022 held by China 
Center for International 
People-to-People Exchange 
of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Qingdao Municipal 
People’s Government, and 
Secretariat of SCO, the am-
bassador stated that SCO 
has become an influential, 
constructive force in global 

affairs and an example of 
new type of international 
relations based on visual 
respect. Peace and develop-
ment are the shared goals 
of all member states in 
this context. “Pakistan as a 
member state of SCO, has 
contributed constructive-
ly and proactively towards 
these goals,” the envoy 
added, “we have proposed 
a number of initiatives such 
as setting up the SCO spe-
cial working group, to pur-
sue the development of sci-
ence, and technology under 
the framework.” According 
to Xi Ru, Deputy Director 
General, Department of In-
ternational Cooperation and 
Exchanges, Ministry of Ed-
ucation, China, three years 
ago, the China Center for 
International People-to-Peo-
ple Exchange and the Qing-
dao Education Bureau joint-
ly established the first batch 

of experimental zones for 
people-to-people and cultur-
al exchanges between China 
and other countries.  Nearly 
200 schools have joined the 
program to build schools 
featuring people-to-people 
and cultural exchanges, and 
have vigorously carried out 
programs such as interna-
tional friendship school 
pairing. On the occasion, 
Deputy Secretary General 
of SCO Sohail Khan under-
lined that people-to-people 
exchanges are an integral 
part of state-to-state relations 
and one of the key directions 
of SCO cooperation.  He 
said, “the SCO countries see 
great potential in university 
cooperation within the SCO 
framework as a reliable plat-
form for training highly 
qualified personnel.” Du 
Kewei, Director General of 
the China Center for Inter-
national People-to-People 

Exchange, Sun Xiaoyun, 
Deputy Director General 
of Department of Educa-
tion of Shandong Province, 
Wang Bo, Deputy Mayor of 
Qingdao, Hao Guoxin, Dep-
uty Director of the Admin-
istrative Committee of SCO 
Demonstration Area, other 
officials and approximately 
245 representatives from 
schools in Qingdao attend-
ed the forum.  The forum 
also witnessed the release 
of 2022 Qingdao Initiative 
on Educational and Peo-
ple-to-people Exchanges 
and Cooperation among 
SCO countries, the sign-
ing of SCO Sister Schools 
cooperation agreement, 
the opening of the Qing-
dao Education Research 
Center for People-to-Peo-
ple Exchange, and the in-
auguration of the Qingdao 
International Education Ex-
change Week.

Taliban’s ban on women 
at university against Islam

ANKARA: Türkiye rejects 
and is “saddened” by the new 
ban on higher education for 
young women in Afghanistan, 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu said on Thursday. 
“This prohibition is neither 
Islamic nor humanistic. We 
reject such a ban,” Cavusoglu 
said at a news conference 
with his Yemeni counterpart 
Ahmed Awad BinMubarak 
in the capital Ankara. Cavu-
soglu’s remarks came after the 
Taliban-run Higher Education 
Ministry on Tuesday issued 
a decision to ban young wom-
en from university education 
until further notice. Afghani-
stan’s ban on female students 
truly upsets Türkiye and is a 
“serious concern,” Cavusoglu 
said, calling on the Taliban to 
reverse its decision. “What 
harm does women’s education 
do to Afghanistan, and what is 
the benefit of this ban? ... Our 
religion Islam is not against ed-
ucation, on the contrary, it sup-
ports education. “We expect 
the Taliban to abandon this 
decision. Türkiye will continue 
to provide education and schol-
arships to our Afghan sisters,” 
Cavusoglu added. Turning to 

Yemen, Cavusoglu said Türki-
ye strongly supports Yemen’s 
territorial integrity, sovereign-
ty, and political integrity. “The 
humanitarian crisis in Yemen 
has reached a serious point. 
More than half of Yemeni peo-
ple are facing a food crisis. We 
continue to stand by Yemen in 
these troubled days. In Türkiye 
we ground 37,000 grains from 
Ukraine into flour and sent 
them to Yemen,” he added. 
Yemen slipped into a deadly 
civil war in 2014 when Houthi 
rebels captured much of the 
country, including the capital, 
Sanaa. A military coalition led 
by Saudi Arabia entered the 
war in early 2015 to restore 

the government to power. The 
eight-year conflict in Yemen 
has created one of the worst 
humanitarian crises in the 
world, with millions risking 
starvation. “We also empha-
sized the importance of return-
ing to the cease-fire in Yemen. 
We will continue to contribute 
on every platform for the unity 
and peace of Yemen. Innocent 
people are the most affected 
by the war,” said Cavusoglu. 
BinMubarak, for his part, 
thanked Türkiye for its support 
to the Yemeni people amid the 
ongoing civil war. He said that 
the Yemeni government has 
done its part to reach a cease-
fire in the country.—Agencies

He said that the Yemeni government has done its 
part to reach a cease-fire in the country

Orban calls for EP 
to be dissolved 

Russia’s full-scale invasion in Ukraine “only had losers so 
far”, Hungary’s prime minister said on Wednesday, stating 
that “both sides and the European economy” have all tak-
en a hit from Moscow’s aggression and using the opportu-
nity to blast Brussels for the sanctions once again.
The nearly three-hour news conference, held annually, is 
nearly the only occasion of the year when Victor Orban 
fields questions from the international media or critical 
Hungarian outlets. The illiberal right-wing leader, who 
won a fourth straight term in office in April, has en-
gaged in frequent battles with the EU, which accuses 
him of violating democratic norms and overseeing 
large-scale official corruption. But on Wednesday, 
Orban blasted the European Parliament for recent 
revelations of a cash-for-favours corruption scandal 
that allegedly involves Qatar and borrowed a phrase 
from former US President Donald Trump, saying it 
was time to “drain the swamp” in Brussels. The scan-
dal, Orban said, had drawn into question the credibility 
of the institution and that he supports abolishing the 
body as it currently exists. Orban also called for the 
European Parliament members to be delegated by na-
tional parliaments instead of being elected. “The Hun-
garians would like for the European Parliament to be 
dissolved in its current form,” Orban said. “The degree 
to which the reputation of the European Parliament in 
Hungary has been damaged is easy to answer: not at all, 
because it couldn’t have been any lower.” Wednesday’s 
news conference came as the EU has frozen more than 
€12 billion in funding to Hungary over concerns that 
Orban’s government has cracked down on judicial inde-
pendence, overseen official corruption and abridged 
minority rights. In September, the European Par-
liament declared that Hungary could no longer be 
considered a democracy and would become “a hybrid 
regime of electoral autocracy” under Orban’s leader-
ship — a charge his government has rejected. During the 
press conference, Orban blamed the keyed-up relations on 
“Hungarophobia” within the bloc instead.—APP

UNSC adopts 
resolution urging end 
to Myanmar violence

UNITED NATIONS:  The U.N. Security Council approved its 
first-ever resolution on Myanmar on Wednesday, demanding an 
immediate end to violence in the Southeast Asian nation and 
urging its military rulers to release all “arbitrarily detained” 
prisoners including ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi and to re-
store democratic institutions. The resolution reiterated the call 
by the 15-member council for the country’s opposing parties 
to pursue dialogue and reconciliation and urged all sides “to 
respect human rights, fundamental freedoms and the rule of 
law.” The council vote was 12-0 with three abstentions, China, 
Russia and India Britain’s U.N. Ambassador Barbara Wood-
ward, whose country sponsored the resolution, said it is the 
first adopted by the U.N.’s most powerful body since the coun-
try, formerly known as Burma, joined the United Nations in 
1948. It is the result of the military overturning the results of a 
democratic election and seizing power on Feb. 1, 2021, plung-
ing the country into a series of cascading crises with “negative 
consequences for the region and its stability,” she said. “Today 
we’ve sent a firm message to the military, that there should be 
a no doubt we expect this resolution to be implemented in full,” 
Woodward said. “We stand with the people of Myanmar. It is 
time for the junta to return the country to them.” U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony J. Blinken applauded the adoption of the 
resolution as an important step but said the Council had more 
work to do “to advance a just solution” to the crisis. “The Secu-
rity Council should leverage this opportunity to seek additional 
ways to promote a return to the path of democracy, advance 
accountability for the regime’s actions.—APP

US$5 
billion trade 
volume can 
be achieved 

easily
dna

KARACHI: Consul Gener-
al of Iran Hassan Nourian 
has said that despite good 
political relations and deep 
cultural history, the trade 
volume between Iran and 
Pakistan was not satisfac-
tory as it currently stood 
at around US$1.5 billion 
per annum while both gov-
ernments were targeting 
trade volume of US$5 bil-
lion which can be achieved 
easily. “Recently Iranian 
government has taken 
some good steps in order 
to increase bilateral trade 
particularly signing of two 
MoUs, of which the first 
MoU has been signed for 
setting up Joint Business 
Council between Iran and 
Pakistan while the second 
one was inked in connec-
tion with arbitration of 
commercial disputes”, he 
said, adding that at the 
same time, KCCI and Is-
fahan Chamber have also 
signed an MoU for improv-
ing cooperation between 
the business communities 
of the two countries.



Pakistan, Indonesia 
sign $1mln grant 

agreement for floods
ISLAMABAD: On behalf of the Government of Paki-
stan, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
signed the grant agreement amounting to US$ 1 mil-
lion with the Government of the Republic of Indonesia 
for addressing the impact of severe floods in Pakistan.  
NDMA Chairman Lt Gen Inam Haider Malik and Indo-
nesian Ambassador Adam Mulawarman Tugio signed 
the document, a news release said. This grant shall be 
utilized in the recovery and rehabilitation of the most 
vulnerable population to meet the basic need of food, 
nutrition, and shelter in the aftermath of the 2022 Pa-
kistan Floods. A portion of the grant could be employed 
for resilience and disaster preparedness interventions in 
Pakistan.  The NDMA Chairman expressed his gratitude 
to the government and people of Indonesia for showing 
solidarity and extending humanitarian relief assistance 
for flood affectees in Pakistan.  He urged to invest in 
building the capacity of emergency response and pre-
paredness through sharing experience and collaborat-
ed training programmes for disaster management re-
gimes. He also conveyed his deepest condolences for 
the losses during the recent earthquake in Indonesia 
and wished for the earliest recovery.  The Indonesian 
Ambassador reiterated to continue the support of vul-
nerable communities in the flood-affected areas by 
the Government of Indonesia and laid stress on the 
international community to help Pakistan in the re-
habilitation phase after the devastating floods.
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ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-
ral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi called-on 
Naval Leadership of Royal Moroccan Navy 
during an official visit to Morocco. Upon 
arrival at Royal Moroccan Naval Headquar-
ters, Chief of the Naval Staff was received 
by Naval Chief of Royal Moroccan Navy 
Vice-Admiral Mostapha El Alami and was 
presented Guard of Honour.  During meeting 
with Naval Chief of Royal Moroccan Navy, 
matters of bilateral naval collaboration and 
regional maritime security were discussed. 
The Naval Chief underscored Pakistan Navy 
initiative for ensuring maritime security in 
the region through Regional Maritime Se-
curity Patrols (RMSP) and participation in 
Combined Maritime Force. The Naval Chief 
invited host navy to participate in Exercise 
AMAN and PIMEC-23 to promote Blue 
Economy and highlighted the importance 
of enhancing cooperation between armed 
forces of both countries through bilateral 
exercises and training programs. Inspector 
of the Royal Moroccan Navy acknowledged 
Pakistan Navy efforts and commitment in 

support of collaborative maritime security 
for maintaining peace and stability in the 
region. Later, Naval Chief called-on Com-
mander Northern Maritime Sector and vis-

ited various installations, training unit and 
Royal Moroccan Navy Ship where he was 
given detailed briefing on roles, capabilities 
and training facilities of Moroccan Navy.  

It is expected that visit of Naval Chief will 
further augment and expand defence ties 
between the two countries in general and 
navies in particular.

Naval Chief visits Morocco, meets military leadership

Briefs
‘ICT, LG 

Amend Bill  
2022’ sails 
 through NA

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Assembly (NA) on Thursday 
approved the passage of the 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
Local Government (Amend-
ment) Bill 2002, aimed at 
increasing the number of 
Union Councils from 101 to 
125 and seeking direct elec-
tion for the post of mayor 
and deputy mayor. The bill 
was moved by State Min-
ister for Law and Justice 
Shahadat Awan.  Accord-
ing to the amendments, 
the number of Union 
Councils (UCs) would be 
enhanced from 101 to 125 
within the Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory to cater for 
the existing population of 
the federal capital.   The 
mayor and deputy mayor 
shall be directly elected 
as joint candidates by the 
voters. Under the amend-
ment, the federal govern-
ment has been authorised 
to increase or decrease 
the number of union coun-
cils from time to time. “If 
the office of the mayor 
of local government falls 
vacant during the term of 
the council for any reason, 
the Election Commission 
shall hold a fresh election 
to the office of the head of 
the local government.” Ac-
cording to the statement of 
Objects and Reasons, Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT) 
Local Government Act was 
promulgated in 2015 to 
establish an elected Local 
Government System to de-
volve political, administra-
tive, and financial authority 
in order to promote good 
governance and effective 
service delivery through 
the institutionalized partic-
ipation and involvement of 
people  in day to day  gov-
ernance.—APP

Myanmar 
junta FM 

meets ASEAN 
counterparts

 
newS deSK

BANGKOK: Three South-
east Asian foreign ministers 
and a regional envoy tasked 
with solving the Myanmar 
crisis met with the junta’s 
top diplomat at an “infor-
mal” meeting in Thailand 
on Thursday, the Thai gov-
ernment said. The meeting 
came shortly after the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council 
adopted its first resolution 
on Myanmar, demanding 
“an immediate end to all 
forms of violence”. The As-
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) has led 
diplomatic efforts to resolve 
the turmoil that has gripped 
Myanmar since the military 
seized power last year.
There has, however, been 
little progress on a “five-point 
consensus” agreed with the 
junta in April 2021, which 
calls for an immediate end 
to violence and dialogue be-
tween the military and the 
anti-coup movement. There 
was “candid and construc-
tive” discussion between 
the foreign ministers of 
Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, 
Vietnam and Cambodia, 
Thai foreign ministry 
spokesperson Kanchana 
Patarachoke said. —APP

IHC clubs 
petitions 
about LG 
elections

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Thursday clubbed the iden-
tical petitions with regard to 
the local body elections in 
the capital and served notic-
es to the respondents for Fri-
day.  Chief Justice Aamer Farooq 
heard the petitions regarding 
increase in the number of union 
councils, changes in voter lists 
and seeking to postpone LG 
elections.  At the outset of 
hearing, Attorney General 
for Pakistan Ashtar Ausaf 
Ali argued that the petition-
er had not challenged the 
notification regarding the 
increase in the number 
of UCs. Director General 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan told the court 
that a new notification 
had been issued related 
to the UCs and the ECP 
had also issued order on 
it stating that the loca l 
body e lect ion in  fed -
era l  capi t a l  would be 
t aken place as per its 
schedule. —Agencies

Elderly Covid 
patients 

fill hospital 
wards  

in China
CHONGQING, China :El-
derly patients lined the 
wards of hospitals in major 
cities in China Thursday as 
the country battled a wave 
of Covid cases. The virus is 
surging across China in an 
outbreak authorities say is 
impossible to track after the 
end of mandatory mass test-
ing. Attached to a breathing 
tube under a pile of blan-
kets, an old man racked with 
Covid-19 lay groaning on a 
stretcher in the emergency 
department of a hospital in 
central China. A paramedic 
at Chongqing Medical Uni-
versity First Affiliated Hos-
pital, who confirmed the old 
man was a Covid patient, 
said he had picked up more 
than 10 people a day, 80 to 
90 percent of whom were in-
fected with coronavirus.
“Most of them are elderly 
people,” he said. “A lot of 
hospital staff are positive as 
well, but we have no choice 
but to carry on working.”
The old man waited half an 
hour to be treated, while in 
a nearby room AFP saw six 
other people in sick beds 
surrounded by harried doc-
tors and relatives. 
They, too, were mostly el-
derly and, when asked if 
they were all Covid patients, 
a doctor said: “Basically.”
Five were strapped to res-
pirators and had obvious 
breathing difficulties.
Millions of elderly people 
across China are still not 
fully vaccinated, raising con-
cerns that the virus may kill 
the most vulnerable citizens 
in huge numbers. —DNA

Governor 
cannot  

de-notify  
CM: Speaker

 
LAHORE: Punjab Assem-
bly Speaker Sabtain Khan 
has said the No-Confidence 
Motion has been filed against 
Chief Minister Chaudhry Per-
vaiz Elahi so the assembly 
cannot be dissolved tomor-
row (Friday). Punjab Speak-
er talked to media persons 
here in Lahore on Thursday 
evening. Speaker Sabtain 
Khan said Governor Punjab 
Balighur Rehman cannot 
de-notify the Chief Minister 
because the governor can-
not call a new session in the 
ongoing assembly session. 
Highlighting the legal as-
pects of the de-notification 
of the Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, 
Speaker Sabtain asked the 
Governor of Punjab not to 
issue illegal orders. Sabtain 
Khan said No-Confidence Mo-
tion has just been received 
by the Speaker’s Office and 
notice is yet to be given and 
there are chances that the 
matter may go up to the first 
week of January. He further 
stated that the governor’s 
allegations against Punjab 
Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi 
were not related to the gover-
nor. He also confirmed that a 
letter was ready to be sent to 
President Dr Arif Alvi but has 
been put on hold for now. PA 
Speaker said they want to 
dissolve Punjab Assembly 
and go to the people in elec-
tions.—DNA

MEP in 
Qatar-linked 
graft case 
protests 

innocence
BRUSSELS: The Greek 
MEP at the centre of a graft 
scandal linked to alleged 
bribes from Qatar rocking 
the European Parliament 
insisted she was innocent 
on Thursday and asked to 
be released from pre-trial 
detention. Eva Kaili, 44, is 
“cooperating in an active 
manner” with the Belgian 
investigation and request-
ing release under electronic 
surveillance, her lawyer, An-
dre Risopoulos, said outside 
the Brussels courtroom. 
The Belgian judge, who was 
only deciding custody terms 
and not weighing the case 
itself, was expected to give 
a decision later in the day. 
Kaili, a former newsreader 
booted from her post as par-
liamentary vice president 
after police raids earlier 
this month, has become the 
public face of the alleged cor-
ruption case. Qatar officials 
have insisted that the Gulf 
monarchy played no role in 
any wrongdoing.   Another 
of Kaili’s lawyers, Michalis 
Dimitrakopoulos, on Wednes-
day told reporters she feels 
miserable. —Agencies

 Pak to help Somalia build 
national registration system

The core objectives of the study tour are to learn from the process of consensus building on  
constitutional development regarding the 1973 Constitution and 18th Amendment introduced in 2010 –  

with focus on key processes defining the federal structure in post-independence context
dna

ISLAMABAD :United Nations Development 
Program UNDP-Pakistan and UNDP-Soma-
lia have organized a first-ever Somalia-Pa-
kistan Ministerial Study Tour on Federal-
ism, Devolution and State-Building from 
December 20 to 27, 2022. The Ministry 
of Interior, Federal Affairs and Reconcil-
iation (MOIFAR) of Somalia has sent the 
delegation of honorable ministers rep-
resenting both Federal Government and 
Federal Member States including repre-
sentatives of Banadir Regional Admin-
istration (BRA).  His Excellency Ahmed 
Moallim Fiqi, Federal Minister, Ministry 
of Interior, Federal Affairs and Recon-
ciliation, Federal Republic of Somalia is 
leading the study tour.  The core objec-
tives of the study tour are to learn from 
the process of consensus building on 
constitutional development regarding the 
1973 Constitution and 18th Amendment 
introduced in 2010 – with focus on key 
processes defining the federal structure 
in post-independence context.  The other 
objective is to learn about the composi-
tion, scope and functioning of Council of 
Common Interests (CCI) with special ref-
erence to the management of inter-govern-
mental relations and dispute resolution be-
tween and among Federal and sub-national 
governments. Another objective is to learn 
about the mechanism of fiscal equalization 
and fiscal federalism introduced through 

7th National Finance Commission (NFC) 
Award. Other important objectives include; 
learning about the framework(s) of demo-
cratic devolution introduced through local 
governance systems and structures; and 
policy, legislative and institutional dimen-
sions of strengthening social contract be-
tween citizens and state.  Zafarullah Khan, 
a famous expert on federalism, moderated 
the discussion. Yesterday, at NADRA head-
quarters, inaugural session was organized, 
and a warm welcome was extended to 11 
members from various ministries and states 
of Somalia.  The visiting team was taken to 
NADRA regional office at Blue Area where 
and citizen registration office at G-11, Islam-
abad. While at the headquarters, they were 
acquainted with the NADRA processes of 

citizen registration databases, the technolo-
gies being used, monitoring and administra-
tive processes, security measures, and also 
expansion of NADRA databases in other 
areas such as social protection, immuniza-
tion, and health benefits for the vulnerable 
and deserving population. Naeem Khan, 
DG Africa, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Gov-
ernment of Pakistan said that Pakistan is an 
interesting place to study and it has trave-
led a long way in institutional development. 
He emphasized on the need of improved 
trade ties between Somalia and Pakistan 
and cooperation in the area of coastal area 
management.  Kaiser Ishaque, Assistant 
Resident Representative, Assistant Resi-
dent Representative, UNDP, Pakistan, said 
Pakistan has a successful model of consti-

tutional development.  Amjad Bhatti, Chief 
Technical Specialist, UNDP, Somalia em-
phasized on the South-South cooperation 
model because there are many political and 
cultural similarities between the countries 
of the South. Aliona Niculita, Resident 
Representative, UNDP said that UNDP 
has historical ties with Pakistan and has 
worked on many issues such as federal-
ism, devolution, climate change, gender 
equality, rule of law and others. Deputy 
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs, Ahmed Abdirehman Hassan, 
shared his desire to not only listen what 
people say, but also experience feder-
al life in Pakistan and visit offices and 
places.  Hodain Osman, Advisor to the 
President of Somalia, said that she is 
interested in fiscal distribution, equali-
zation, and revenue sharing modalities, 
and looking forward to learning from Pa-
kistan’s experience.  Muhammad Tariq 
Malik, Chairman NADRA, shed light on 
NADRA’s experience of creating evidence 
of identity of people and treating identity 
card as social contract between a citizen 
and the state. It helped people get access 
to social benefits and other entitlements.  
Ahmed Moallim Fiqi, Hon’ble Federal 
Minister, Ministry of Interior, Federal Af-
fairs and Reconciliation, Federal Republic 
of Somalia, said that they want to learn 
from the 75 years of Pakistan’s experi-
ence about constitutional development 
so that state-building efforts in Somalia 
can benefit from it.
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ISLAMABAD: Indonesian Ambassador, Adam Tugio calls on Chairman NDMA, Lt. Gen.  
Inam Haider Malik. —DNA
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ANKARA: Saudi Arabia strongly con-
demned the Taliban’s nationwide ban 
on women attending private and pub-
lic universities. The Saudi foreign 
ministry expressed “astonishment 
and regret” at Afghan women being 
denied a university education. In a 
statement late on Wednesday, the min-
istry said the decision was “astonishing 
in all Islamic countries”. They became 
the latest Muslim-majority countries to 
do so after Qatar, which has served as 
a mediator between the United States 
and the Taliban, criticised the decision. 
There has also been domestic opposition 
to the ban, with a dozen women staging 
a protest in the streets of Afghanistan’s 
capital, Kabul, on Thursday, chanting for 
freedom and equality. “All or none. Don’t 
be afraid. We are together,” they chant-
ed. Several high-profile cricketers have 
also condemned the decision on social 
media. Rashid Khan, the former cap-
tain of the national team, tweeted that 
women were the foundation of socie-

ty. “A society that leaves its children 
in the hands of ignorant and illiterate 
women cannot expect its members to 
serve and work hard,” he wrote. The 
Taliban retook control of the country in 
August 2021 after being removed from 
power by a US-led military coalition 
two decades earlier. Afghan society, 
while largely traditional, had increas-
ingly embraced the education of girls 
and women after the Taliban had been 
removed from power. Initially, the Tal-
iban had promised a more moderate 
rule respecting rights for women and 
minorities but has since implemented 
its own strict interpretation of reli-
gious law. Since retaking power, it has 
banned girls from secondary education 
and barred women from most fields of 
employment. Women are also banned 
from parks and gyms. Meanwhile, Tür-
kiye rejects and is “saddened” by the new 
ban on higher education for young women 
in Afghanistan, Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu said on Thursday. “This prohibition 
is neither Islamic nor humanistic. We reject 
such a ban,” Cavusoglu said at a news con-
ference with his Yemeni counterpart Ahmed 

Awad BinMubarak in the capital Ankara. Ca-
vusoglu’s remarks came after the Taliban-run 
Higher Education Ministry on Tuesday is-
sued a decision to ban young women from 
university education until further notice. 
Afghanistan’s ban on female students truly 
upsets Türkiye and is a “serious concern,” 
Cavusoglu said, calling on the Taliban to re-
verse its decision. “What harm does women’s 
education do to Afghanistan, and what is the 
benefit of this ban? ... Our religion Islam is 
not against education, on the contrary, it sup-
ports education. “We expect the Taliban to 
abandon this decision. Türkiye will continue 
to provide education and scholarships to our 
Afghan sisters,” Cavusoglu added. Turning 
to Yemen, Cavusoglu said Türkiye strongly 
supports Yemen’s territorial integrity, sover-
eignty, and political integrity. “The humani-
tarian crisis in Yemen has reached a serious 
point. More than half of Yemeni people are 
facing a food crisis. We continue to stand by 
Yemen in these troubled days. In Türkiye we 
ground 37,000 grains from Ukraine into flour 
and sent them to Yemen,” he added. Yemen 
slipped into a deadly civil war in 2014 when 
Houthi rebels captured much of the country, 
including the capital, Sanaa.  

Pakistan, Turkiye 
celebrate 75 years  
of diplomatic ties

 
ANKARA: A Cultural Night was organized in Ankara by 
Pakistan Embassy in collaboration with Turkish Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tour-
ism and Pakistan International Airlines to commemorate 
75th anniversary of the establishment of Diplomatic 
Relations between Pakistan and Turkiye. The event was 
graced by Chairman Pakistan Turkiye Parliamentary 
Friendship Group Mr. Ali Sahin as chief guest. Governor 
Ankara Mr. Vasip Sahin, parliamentarians, dignitaries, 
representatives of diplomatic corps, media and large 
number of Pakistani community attended the event.
 Speaking at the event, Member Turkish Parliament 
Mr. Ali Sahin stated that from Balkans War to the epic 
battle of Canakkale, we have continued our efforts to 
strengthen our relationship with the strength we derive 
from culture of brotherhood and solidarity. He empha-
sized that Pakistan and Turkiye share a unique bond of 
brotherhood, as every Turkish child is born with love for 
Pakistan and every Pakistani child is born with love for 
Turkiye. In his address, Pakistan’s Ambassador to Turki-
ye Mr. Yousaf Junaid stated that the relationship between 
the two brotherly states is 75 years old, whereas the re-
lationship between the two nations go well beyond the 
establishment of republics.—DNA

Saudi Arabia condemns 
Taliban’s university ban

Don’t be afraid. We are together,” they chanted. Several high-profile 
cricketers have also condemned the decision on social media


