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AGENCIES
ISLAMABAD: Foreign
"™ Minister Bi-
* lawal Bhu-
~ tto Zaradri

has reached
Indonesia’s
Bali on of-
ficial visit. The foreign
minister will hold meeting
with his Indonesian coun-
terpart and will participate
in two multilateral events
including 15th Bali Democ-
racy Forum and an inter-
national conference on Af-
ghan women’s education.
In the 15th Bali Democ-
racy Forum, the foreign
minister would underscore
Pakistan’s commitment to
democratic values and the
importance of democra-
cy in responding to mod-
ern-day challenges.

Fazl wants
disbandment

of NAB

DNA
D I KHAN: Pakistan Demo-

r T cratic Move-
| | ment (PDM)
:‘g'ﬂ;"! President
Ny Maulana
- o ' Fazl-Ur-Re-
' [ hman has

said that National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) is a
controversial institution and
it should be abolished. He
said that he always pointed
out that NAB is being used
for retaliatory action against
politicians and to defame
them. While talking exclu-
sively to a private televi-
sion channel in Dera Ismail
Khan, the PDM chief said
that NAB’s 22-year progress
is in front of our eyes, add-
ing that the bureau failed to
create a legacy of unbiased
and effective accountability.

Shujaat
proposes
to mediate

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
Quaid
(PML-Q)
c hief
Chaudhry
- Shujaat Hus-
sain Wednesday proposed
to become a mediator be-
tween the PTI and the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led coalition gov-
ernment. “Damage to the
economy can be avoided if
politicians stay in contact.
If Imran Khan asks, I will
personally speak to Prime
Minister [Shehbaz Sharif] in
this regard,” he told media.
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Assemblies’
glissolution
in few days

Qureshi says P'T1 does not
want anarchy in the state and
wishes to 'end the differences'

AL Hamza

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Vice Chairman Shah Mahmood Qureshi said
party’s chairman Imran Khan has decided to
dissolve the Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) assemblies within the next few days.
“Today, the party and the party’s leadership
have given authority to Imran Khan [for the
assemblies’ dissolution]. Imran Khan now in-
tends to dissolve the assemblies soon so that
the process can be taken forward,” he said
Wednesday while addressing a press confer-
ence along with the party’s top brass.
Qureshi said as a result of Khan’s back-to-
back consultative meetings with the par-
ty’s lawmakers and local leadership, he is
“convinced” that the way forward is the disso-
lution of both assemblies and snap polls.

The PTI has been pressurising the coalition
government in the Centre to hold early elec-
tions in light of the “deteriorating economy”,
but the former has not heeded the demand.
Khan had last week said that he would delay
the dissolution of the assemblies if the gov-
ernment decides to hold general elections
in March, but the government rejected the
offer saying that polls will be held on time
— October 2023. In today’s presser, Qureshi
said: “We believe that even if the PDM’s (Pa-
kistan Democratic Movement) federal gov-
ernment is keeping its own interests above

Continued on Page 06

Marriyum slams
Imran over
‘dirty politics’

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb said on Wednesday that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman
Imran Khan who played politics on
religion, ran dirty campaign against
nation’s martyrs and compromised on
national interest when in power, was
now doing ‘dirty politics’ on Kashmir.
In a statement in reaction to Imran
Khan’s remarks, she said the person
who looted the Tosha Khana and sold
gifted watches was now doing “dirty
and shameless politics” in the name
of Kashmir. “Kashmir seller should
not tell Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif what to do about Kashmir prob-
lem”, she said while taking dig at
Imran Khan. She said Imran Khan
who did the antics of one hour protest
on Kashmir and changed the names
of road and chowks while in power,
was now playing an unholy game with

Continued on Page 06

COAS pays homage

to Father

of Nation

The COAS appreciated the troops
for their operational preparedness

Nazir SivaL / DNA

KARACHI: On his maiden visit to Karachi
after reigning the military’s top command,
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed
Asim Munir Wednesday visited the mauso-
leum of Quaidi-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah to pay homage to the nation’s founder,
the Inter-Services Public Relations said in
a statement. The newly-appointed COAS,
according to the military’s media wing, also
laid a floral wreath and offered fateha at the
Quaid’s tomb. During his visit to the metro-
politan, the army chief also visited the corps
headquarters where he was briefed on op-
erational, security and other matters of the
formation including assistance to civil ad-
ministration during the recent catastrophic
flooding in Sindh, particularly its rural areas.
The COAS appreciated the army and Rang-
ers’ troops for their operational prepared-
ness and for contributing their services for
the relief, rescue and rehabilitation of flood
during the time of calamity. He praised them
for reaching out to Sindh’s flood-stricken
population during unprecedented flooding
in the province. The army chief commend-
ed the formation, allied organisations, and

e LRI
law enforcement agencies for maintaining
a safe and secure environment in the prov-
ince, particularly across Karachi.

Upon his arrival, General Munir was re-
ceived by Corps Commander Karachi
Lieutenant General Muhammad Saeed.
This is the COAS’s first visit to Karachi
following his appointment as the coun-
try’s new army chief. General Asim was
handed over the command of the military
by General (retd) Qamar Javed Bajwa in a
ceremony held at the General Headquar-
ters in Rawalpindi on November 29.

ISLAMABAD: PM Shehbaz Sha

rif inaugurates 21st Asia Pacific ICT Alliance Awards. — DNA

Flood response
Japan
pledges

USD 38.9
million
Govt of Japan
provided USD

7 million in

September 2022

ANsAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: On Decem-
ber 2, the Government of
Japan announced its plan
to provide grant assistance
of USD 38.9 million to Paki-
stan as part of Japan’s sup-
plementary budget to deliv-
er life-saving aid to the flood
victims. The unprecedented
levels of flooding have trig-
gered a multi-dimensional
humanitarian crisis, leaving
the affected population with
increased health risks and
food insecurity, insecure
livelihoods, and height-
ened vulnerabilities to gen-
der-based violence.

The Government of Japan
will support the affected
population in various social
and economic dimensions
in partnership with WHO,
UNFPA, FAO, UNDP,
UNICEF, WFP, UNWOM-
EN, UNHCR, and IPPF in
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Balochistan, and Pun-
jab provinces, as well as
the Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory. For the total grant
assistance of USD 34.2 mil-
lion, the proposed areas of
support include emergency
medical assistance, food
distribution, agriculture
and livestock restoration,
livelihood recreation, and
gender-based violence risk
mitigation and response. In
order to ensure the rapid
rollout to reach the most
vulnerable, these projects
will commence in January
2023. The Government of
Japan will also provide sup-
port through JICA, equiva-
lent to USD 4.7 million, for
recovery from the floods
in  health, agriculture,
education, gender, and

Continued on Page 06

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad High Court (IHC) expressed re-
sentment over efforts for the release of Dr Aafia Siddiqui
detained in the US. Dr Aafia Siddiqui’s sister Fauzia Sid-
diqui appeared before the court. During proceedings, the
IHC expressed resentment over the efforts made by the
authorities for Aafia’s release and further directed the
authorities to raise the issue with American Ambassador
in Pakistan. Giving his remarks, Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq
Khan said that “They want to see how American Ambassa-
dor in Pakistan reacts to the matter.” The foreign ministry
presented their report on the case, to which Justice Ejaz
observed that no progress has been made after October 17.
Speaking to the representative of the foreign minister, the
judge said that the foreign secretary should be summoned
and tell the court that you cannot do anything, hence the
case should be dismissed. The foreign ministry represent-
ative told the court that mercy petition is still pending
with the US President s office. We are also using diplomat-
ic channel in this regard, he added. The court inquired if

Continued on Page 06

SC orders new JIT in
Arshad killing case

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Wednesday di-
rected the Federal Government to form a new joint
investigation team (JIT) comprising independent and
senior officers to probe Arshad Sharif's killing in Ken-
ya. A five-member SC bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial, Justice Ijaz Ul Ah-
san, Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail, Justice Sayyed
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi and Justice Mohammad Ali
Mazhar heard the suo moto notice case. During the
course of the proceedings, the report of the fact-find-
ing committee regarding the investigation into the
brutal murder of Arshad Sharif was submitted to the
court. The court rejected the special JIT already set
up by the government to probe the senior journalist's
murder. The chief justice ordered the government to
issue the notification of a new JIT comprising repre-
sentatives of the police, Inter-Services Intelligence,

Continued on Page 06

PM, Chinese envoy
review follow-ups on
recent agreements

PM reiterated his condolences on tragic
demise of former Chinese President

SHusaaT HamzA

ISLAMABAD: China’s Ambassador to Pa-
kistan Nong Rong on Wednesday called on
the Prime Minister. Welcoming the Ambas-
sador, the Prime Minister recalled his visit
to China on 1-2 November 2022, which had
demonstrated the abiding vitality of the
Pakistan-China All-Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership. On behalf of the gov-
ernment and people of Pakistan, the Prime
Minister reiterated his profound condolenc-
es on the tragic demise of former Chinese
President Jiang Zemin, noting that he was a
trusted friend of Pakistan whose loss would
be felt keenly. The Prime Minister and Chi-
nese Ambassador discussed major outcomes
of the recent high-level visit, agreeing on the
need for effective follow-up to translate un-
derstandings reached in Beijing between the
Prime Minister and China’s leadership into
tangible benefits for both countries and peo-
ples. Last month, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif had completed maiden visit to China.

Pakistan and China have reaffirmed commit-
ment to further strengthen and deepen bilateral
Allweather Strategic Cooperative Partnership

and enhance practical cooperation in all areas.
The resolve came during the joint statement
issued at the conclusion of the Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s two-day visit to China.

The statement said that Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif held in-depth discussion with the
Chinese leadership, including President and
the Prime Minister, on the bilateral relations
as well as regional situation and international
political landscape. The two sides agreed on
the importance of China-Pakistan All-weather
Strategic Cooperative Partnership amidst the
emerging global challenges. The meetings
were marked by traditional warmth, mutual
strategic trust and commonality of views. The
statement stated that the leaders reaffirmed
that close strategic ties and profound friend-
ship between China and Pakistan is time-test-
ed and resilient. Pakistan-China friendship is a
historic choice of both peoples that serves the
interests of the two countries. The Chinese
side reiterated that relations with Pakistan
will always be given the highest priority in
its foreign policy. The Pakistani side under-
scored that Pakistan-China relationship is the
cornerstone of its foreign policy and that the
Pakistani people always support the closest
friendship between the two countries.
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Stakeholders’ moot

on challenges faced
by Afghan refugees

PESHAWAR :A one-day stakeholders’
conference on political and socio-eco-
nomic challenges being faced by Af-
ghan refugees was held at the Institute
of Management Sciences which was
sponsored by Friedrich Naumann
Foundation, a German organization
working for the facilitation of Afghan
Refugees. The welcome remarks
for the ceremony were given by the
Director of the Institute of Man-
agement Sciences, Dr. Muhammad
Mohsin Khan, who set the pace for
participants and guest speakers by
raising some very thought-provoking
points. Dr. Babar Ali Shah, Profes-
sor of Peace and Conflict Studies at
the University of Peshawar, was the
guest speaker at the event. Shedding
light on the socioeconomic challeng-
es faced by Afghan refugees in Paki-
stan, he informed participants about
the unique geo-political location of
Afghanistan and also mentioned for-
eign invasions and domestic turmoil
as hindrances in the stabilization of
Afghanistan.

Ms. Saira Bano from UNHCR Pesha-
war discussed the educational inter-
ventions by international organiza-

tions for young Afghan refugees. She
discussed the duties and services that
UNHCR has already provided and will
continue to provide for Afghan refu-
gees. She went into detail about the
organized educational approach that
UNHCR is providing to the 34,000
primary-level Afghan students living
in refugee camps and encouraged
female students to participate. Dr.
Javed Igbal, Assistant Professor at
the Institute of Management Scienc-
es, talked about the state of urban
refugees in Khyber Pukhtunkhwa.
He stated the findings of a study they
recently conducted and came up with
concrete results and figures about the
number of Afghan refugees living in
urban areas, the provision of WASH
services to them, livelihood oppor-
tunities, educational attainment and
other aspects. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Director Pak-Afghan Joint
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PAJCCI), Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi said
good relations between Pakistan and
Afghanistan were imperative for en-
suring better law and order besides
the promotion of commerce and trade
in the region. He highly appreciated

15-day training programme arranged
by IMSciences for Afghan students
and said such initiatives will help a lot
in the socio-economic uplift of Afghan
refugees. Lastly, a panel discussion
was conducted which was participat-
ed by Dr. Amjad Ali Arbab (Chairman
MISFA), Saira Bano (Education Asso-
ciate at UNHCR), Dr. Hameedullah
(Deputy Commercial Attache in Con-
sulate General of Afghanistan), Dr.
Asif Ashraf Khan (Beyond Solutions),
Dr. Babar Shah (Professor University
of Peshawar), Mr. Rashid Aman (Pro-
vincial Chief SMEDA Khyber Pukh-
tunkhwa) and Zia ul Haq Sarhaddi
(Director Pak-Afghan Joint Chamber
of Commerce and Industry).

The panel discussion yielded some
fruitful recommendations for all sec-
tors and was followed by a questions
and answers session by the partici-
pants. The conference was conclud-
ed by Amir Amjad, senior program
manager at Friedrich Naumann Foun-
dation. He thanked all the esteemed
guests for their valuable inputs and
appreciated the role of the Institute
of Management Sciences in arranging
and organizing this conference.—~APP

INSPAD, TILTI and “Friedrich
Naumann foundation mull coop

DNA
ISLAMABAD: INSPAD- In-
stitute of Peace and Devel-
opment (think tank) and
American based interna-
tional Leadership Training
institute TILTI and Ger-
man based eminent think
tank “Friedrich Naumann
Foundation for Freedom
discussed cooperation and
mutual interests collabora-
tion in near future.

INSPAD President Dr Mu-
hammad Tahir Tabassum
discussed with CEO TILTI

Mr. James Liton and Head
of Programs & Amin Mr.
Muhammad Anwar of Frie-
drich Numman Foundation
of Freedom on matters in
detail and shows interest
to cooperate and collabo-
rate each other and make
agenda for peace, interfaith
harmony, dialogue and Ed-
ucation. Dr. Muhammad
Tahir Tabassum has said
that only through knowl-

edge, wisdom, practice
and training, the steps of
peace development can

be crossed and the build-

ing of society is possible.
As long as we have peace,
tolerance, and technology
among the youth. And they
will not organize the trend
of leadership education and
training, it is not possible to
cure the social deterioration.
In our institutions and officers
till now there is a process of
reverse development due to
which stagnation has arisen.
Secretary General Mrs Kish-
war Ageel, Secretary Media
Shahid Nauman and Secretary
Finance Muhammad Aqeel
Khan and Shahid Nauman Sec-

retary media were also with
him. He said that educational
complications are increasing
in the young generation, the
disease of immorality, drugs
and disrespect to elders is
taking root and its treatment
is not only the responsibility of
the government and educational
institutions but parents and in-
tellectuals for this. We have to
play our role. Government and
semi government organizations
should plan strategy for it. He
Emphasizing the need for co-
operation and collaboration of
like mind institutions.

Capacity
building
workshop for
state media
persons
concludes

PESHAWAR :A two-day ca-
pacity building workshop for
staffers of state media or-
ganisations conducted by In-
formation Service Academy
(ISA), Ministry of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Islama-
bad, concluded here at Radio
Pakistan on Wednesday. The
workshop was attended by
information officers, report-
ers, sub-editors, producers,
cameramen, accountants and
other staff members of the
Press Information Depart-
ment (PID) Peshawar, Radio
Pakistan, Pakistan Television
and Associated Press of Pa-
kistan (APP). ISA Director
General Saeed Ahmed Shai-
kh, PID Peshawar DG Ashfaq
Ahmed Khalil, Station Direc-
tor Radio Pakistan Peshawar
Iffat Jabbar, Deputy Director
ISA Muhammad Asif, PSDP
Accountant Saba Waheed, IT
Assistant PSDP Ayesha Bibi
shared their rich experiences
and viewpoints about observ-
ing social ethics in news re-
porting, office management
and Information Technology.
DG Saeed Ahmad said the
information should be thor-
oughly checked to ensure
it was based on facts and
accuracy before its release
and broadcast. He said that
all news related information
must be supported by strong
evidence and must not be am-
biguous. He said journalists
were like a mirror of the soci-
ety and were responsible for
portraying the real picture of
current issues, adding that
speculations.—APP

Book fair, food festival for
female students held at IIUI

ISLAMABAD :In connection with Extravaganza 2022, International Islamic University
(ITU) on Wednesday organised a book fair and food festival for the female students, inaugu-
rated here at the new campus by Deputy Commissioner Islamabad Irfan Nawaz Memon and
President Islamabad Bar Shoaib Shaheen. On the occasion, IIUI President Dr. Hathal Ho-
moud Alotaibi, Vice Presidents of the university, Deans, DGs, students advisors, provosts
and a large number of female students were also present. The chief guest visited the book
stall set up by the publishers hailing from different cities of the country.

Meanwhile, the guests also visited the stalls of the food set up by the female students of
more than 40 countries. DC Memon said that it was very encouraging that IIUI has provid-
ed a dedicated platform to female students to showcase their culture and talent. He said the
university management deserves appreciation for this long appreciable event to nurture the
students by involving them in constructive activities. Shoaib Shaheen said that IIUI has a
legacy of providing a peaceful milieu and diverse culture. He said on the campus more than
30,000 students were indeed ambassadors of the university who were being nurtured in an
ideal learning environment. He said the book fair was also an effort to bring youth closer to
reading habits. IIUI President Dr Alotaibi said that he was happy to see active participation
of female students in all the activities of Extravaganza 2022 including the book fair. He said
the university was keen to focus on the needs of society and we were making all out efforts
to bring youth towards the initiatives that may pay back to the society. He said the univer-
sity has a clear idea that youth were the biggest agent of change and this extravaganza was
its true example as in dozens of events we have brought various platforms for the young
talented students to shine and serve the society and humanity. —APP

ISLAMABAD: mbassador of Oman to
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Pakistan, Al-Sheikh Dr Mohammed Omer Ahmed

Al-Marhoon calls on President Dr Arif Alvi at Aiwan e Sadr. —- DNA

SWAT :Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister of Housing Amjad
Ali on Wednesday chaired a
review meeting on the ongo-
ing development projects in
PK-6 at Tehsil Municipal Of-
fice Brikot here. Tehsil Chair-
man Kashif Ali Khan also
participated in the meeting.
The heads and representa-
tives of the district depart-
ments briefed the provincial
minister about the fouryear
performance and ongoing
projects. The issued orders to
the concerned departments
were to ensure progress in the
development works on time
while continuously monitoring
the ongoing schemes and pro-
jects. He also stressed ensur-
ing transparency, including en-
suring progress in the projects.

KP govt
approves
project im-
plementation
Policy 2022

PESHAWAR:The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa government
has approved the Project
Implementation Policy
2022 as a guiding policy
for all approved develop-
ment projects of the pro-
vincial government, ac-
cording to a notification
issued by the Planning
and Development Depart-
ment here on Wednesday.
It said that the Planning
Department would be the
custodian of the Imple-
mentation policy, adding
that the purpose of the
policy was to cover finan-
cial management.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Henny Fokel de Vries, Ambassador of the Netherlands to Pakistan called on Federal
Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.— DNA

Air University holds conference on Gyber Security

ISLAMABAD: The National
Centre for Cyber Security
(NCCS) at Air University
on Wednesday organized
the 3rd International Con-
ference on Cyber Warfare
and Security (ICCWS-22)
in order to provide a plat-
form for researchers and
professionals engaged with
contemporary research in
the emerging areas of cy-
ber security at national and
international levels.  Air
University has had the priv-
ilege of hosting an IEEE In-
ternational Conference on
Cyber Warfare and Security
since 2020. Vice Chancel-
lor, Air University Air Mar-
shal (Retd) Javaid Ahmed,
while expressing his view-
points, highlighted that the
cyber world is complicated
and constantly evolving.
Certainly, the cybersecu-
rity workforce needs to be

trained in a well-defined for-
mal way to meet and exceed
national cyber security re-
quirements. He mentioned
Air University as one of
the pioneer institutions in
Pakistan to initiate numer-
ous training programmes in
cyber security that are well
recognized by the Higher
Education Commission of
Pakistan. Chairman P@
SHA M. Zohaib Khan, while
addressing the ceremony
emphasized that Cyberse-
curity is a burning issue
not only in Pakistan but
across the globe. He was
appreciative of Air Univer-
sity’s various efforts and
the most recent initiative of
the National Cyber Security
Academy. He added pro-
grammes like these helps
in improving Pakistan’s cy-
bersecurity posture, both
nationally and international-

ly. He strongly recommend-
ed HEC to strengthen the
National Centre of Cyber
Security further and fully
support the Indigenization
and commercialization
efforts to help NCCS in
establishing the Pakistan
Cyber Security Industry.
Director, National Center
for Cyber Security Prof.
Dr. Kashif Kifayat, in his
speech added that he is
proud to lead NCCS which
has helped Pakistan move
up in the global rankings
for cyber security. This
center is a collaborative
platform that welcomes ad-
junct faculty members and
researchers from academ-
ic institutions, both locally
and internationally, who
specialize in industrial cy-
ber security. He empha-
sized the need to make the
future generations of Paki-

stan better prepared than
any of their predecessors to
handle fast-evolving cyber
threats. On the occasion,
Chief Information Securi-
ty Officer Asif Meenai and
Air Commodore (R) Afzaal
Ahmed Khan Director
ORIC also signed an MOU
between Air University
and Habib Bank Limited
(HBL). The MoU demon-
strates the parties’ intent
and willingness to work
together in areas of shared
interest, particularly in the
fields of big data, artificial
intelligence, cyber securi-
ty, and machine learning.
The two-day Internation-
al Conference includes a
number of presentations,
keynote speeches, pan-
el discussions, technical
hands-on workshops, pa-
per presentations, tech-
nical expert talks, and il-

luminating statements by
CEOs and CISOs of pres-
tigious companies. Several
national and international
keynote speakers from var-
ious countries, including
Estonia, Belgium, Qatar,
Malaysia, and the USA,
are also invited to deliver
cyber security talks at the
International Conference.
Through this, the ICCWS
offered students and pro-
fessionals from all over
the world an extraordinary
learning opportunity.
Practitioners from all over
the world shared their re-
search, ideas, methods,
and experiences connect-
ed to various aspects of
cyber-security, giving the
participants a fantastic op-
portunity to deepen their
understanding and effect
real change for Pakistan’s
future.—APP

Pakistan 1n dire need to
upgrade healthcare system

ISLAMABAD:  Expressing
grave concern over Pakistan’s
healthcare system, represent-
atives from AwazCDSPaki-
stan, Pakistan Development
Alliance and Global Call to
Action against Poverty (GCAP)
shared where Pakistan is
standing in terms of achieving
Universal Health Coverage.
They said in a joint statement
that Pakistan is far away in
achieving universal health cov-
erage unless GDP spending’s
on health sector enhanced at
least up to 8.2% from 2.8% to-
day. Pakistan’s healthcare sys-
tem is extremely under served
by both government and pri-
vate sector as we spend only
2.8% of GDP to provide pri-
mary and tertiary level health
services to 223 million people.

This is pertinent to mention
here that public spending of
GDP is less than half (0.9%) of
the private spending i.e. 1.9
%. This spending is lowest if
we compare with other peer
countries in the region. Chief
Executive, AwazCDS - Paki-
stan demanded that currently
number of healthcare provid-
ers are far less than needed.
For example Doctors rate
per 1000 population is 0.6
whereas the least require-
ment is 0.9. This leads to
greater vulnerability of poor
households to health shocks.
The number of other medical
professionals and personnel
such as nurses and midwives
should increase to almost six
times. According to the most
recent Citizens Scorecard

conducted by AwazCDS-Paki-
stan only 28.90% people are
satisfied by the health services
being provided both in public
and private sector, Zia added.
Pakistan progress on SDG 3
(good health and well-being for
all) is stagnating and need im-
mediate attention of public and
private sector.

He further highlighted that
there are numerous weak-
nesses in the health system
with respect to reproductive
health bill awaiting cabinet’s
approval, mental health policy
is obsolete and was revised in
2003 last time, weak monitor-
ing and feedback mechanism,
poor inter department coordi-
nation and ineffective budget
monitoring etc. are adding in
the challenges.—APP

SCCI calls for framing sustainable
economic policies with
consultation of stakeholders

PESHAWAR :President
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI),
Muhammad Ishaq under-
scored the need for fram-
ing sustainable policies in
consultation with business
community and stakehold-
ers to revive economy,
industry and business and
trade. “Country’s economic
future has been associated
with trade with Central Asian
Republic and African coun-
tries,” Ishaq stressed while
responding to various que-
ries that were made by mem-
bers of a delegation of 35th
Mid-career Management
Course of the National Insti-
tute of Management (NIM),
Islamabad here at the cham-
ber’s house on Wednesday.
Ms Seemi A Khan, a senior
faculty member/Directing
Staff NIM Islamabad headed

the delegation of senior of-
ficers. The SCCI senior vice
president Shahid Hussain,
former president Faiz Mu-
hammad Faizi, former vice
president Abdul Jalil Jan, ex-
ecutive members, Laal Bad-
shah, Manawar Khurshid,
Hamza Ibrahim Butt, Kashif
Amin, Naeem Qasmi, Min-
hajuddin, Waqar Ahmad,
Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Zahoor Khan, Rashid Igbal
Siddique, Ihsanullah, Fazal
Wahid, Saddar Gul, Abid-
ullah Yousafzai, along with
traders, industrialists, im-
porters and exporters were
present. Ishaq briefed the
participants on the occasion
through his multi-media pres-
entation regarding origin,
history, importance, future
plan and vision of the cham-
ber and initiatives that had
been made so far for promo-
tion of business, industry,

trade and economy. He dis-
closed the SCCI 2.0 vision/
programme will be formally
unveiled next month, which
aims to upgrade the cham-
ber as per growing modern
needs through digitization,
capacity building, improving
technical skills of workers
and resolving business com-
munity through use of mod-
ern tools/ways. In response
to a query, the chamber’s
president stressed the need
of enhancing trade with cen-
tral Asian republics and
brotherly Muslim coun-
tries. We have initiated
measures to improve and
strengthen relation with
CARs and friendly-Muslim
states in this regard, he
elaborated. He added joint
exhibitions will be held
shortly under a compre-
hensive plan for bilateral
trade promotion.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

December

Dec 01 / Romania
National Day

Dec 02 / UAE
National Day

Nov 07 / Russian
Federation
Socialist Revolution

Dec 02 / Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05 / Thailand
National Day

Dec 06 / Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07 / India
Armed Forces Flag Day

Dec 09/ Tanzania
National Day

Dec 11/ Oman
Armed Forces Day

Dec 12 /| Kenya
Independence Day

Dec 12 / Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16 / Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16 / Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18 / Qatar
National Day

Dec 18 / Niger
National Day

Dec 23 / Philippines
Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/ Japan
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122

Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596

Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

L]

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo.........cceu.... 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
........................ 9281092
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Hospitals
CMH......cccevveereannn 5611111
MH....cccoovvirriieiennnen. 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.....ccceeeuvennnee. 55563114
RGH......ccceeevens 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS......cccevvenee 9261170-79
Polyclinic 9218300-09

Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....covevtetrens 9221334-43
CDA....cooevereene 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Digital transformation to
help improve living standards

Amin said, “We pledge full support to Electronic Certification Accreditation Council
(ECAC) as an arm of the Ministry of IT to fully implement the mandate under 2002 ETO

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Information Technology and
Telecom, Syed Amin-Ul-Haque
here on Wednesday said the gov-
ernment was committed to the
digital transformation of Pakistan
as it would help improve the qual-
ity of life and economic well-being
of the masses by ensuring the
availability of modern, affordable,
and reliable digital services.

“Digital Pakistan is one of the flag-
ship programs of the government
of Pakistan initiated by the Min-
istry of IT and Telecom aimed at
enhancing the pace of economic
development of the country,” he
expressed these views while in-
augurating Public Key Infrastruc-
ture (PKI) for National Root Cer-
tification Authority. The minister
recalled that in order to establish
trust in cyberspace and safeguard
the public interest legally, Elec-
tronic Transactions Ordinance
(ETO) was promulgated in 2002
in Pakistan. “Under section 18 of
ETO 2002, Electronic Certifica-
tion Accreditation Council (ECAC)
has been established under the
Ministry of IT and Telecom” he
added. The minister said, “Elec-
tronic Certification Accreditation
Council (ECAC) has established
Public Key Infrastructure (PKI)
for National Root Certification Au-
thority for the government, public
and private sector entities. It will
be the first National Root Cer-

tification Authority to establish
trust and security in electronic
transactions, and communications
in the country. It will be globally
recognized through WebTrust au-
dit and highly secured PKI setup
for accreditation of Certification
Service Providers (CSPs).”

Amin-Ul-Haque also said, “Estab-
lishment of National Root Certifi-
cation Authority is a step towards
the achievement of “Accelerated
Digitization”. It’s a historic occa-
sion for the ECAC and the govern-
ment of Pakistan for achieving this
milestone which was committed
by the Government.” The Minis-
ter further said that Pakistan had
witnessed a dynamic revolution
in the sphere of e-commerce and
e-governance. “The use of Digital
Signatures in Pakistan is unpre-
dictable as it was unregulated due
to the non-existence of the Na-
tional Root Certification Authori-
ty, the monopolistic existence of
the Certification Authority in the
private sector, and the lack of en-
forceability and implementation in
the public sector by the appropri-
ate authorities.” However, he said,
there was enormous use of digital
signatures in Public and Private
Sectors in digital contract signing,
Webhosting, E-mails, E-voting of
intermediaries, E-filing, and E-of-
fice services, etc. Syed Amin-Ul-
Haque said; “Internationally, PKI
and overall Information Security
is a multi-billion-dollar industry.
Pakistan has the potential in the
form of its youth to participate in

this market and prove its mettle.
It will improve Pakistan’s econ-
omy; presently the rights of digi-
tal certificate consumers are not
sufficiently protected.” It is worth
noting that currently, all the certif-
icates used to secure these services
within Pakistan are imported certif-
icates either from Foreign Certifica-
tion Service Providers like VeriSign,
DigiCert, Entrust or Go Daddy etc.
or through their partners/resellers
in Pakistan which is a burden on
foreign reserves of the Country be-
sides security issues e.g. about 116
thousand websites and 1280 email
servers registered with PKNIC
making the import of only SSL cer-
tificates for these websites and mail
servers worth hundreds of millions
Rupees. He emphasized the role of
ECAC’s PKI will address all these
issues. The minister said the PKI
was the foundation of modern infor-
mation security that incorporates
technology and personal identity
in a way that it becomes capable to
fulfil security needs all around the
world, in all types of industries and
organizations, governments, and
in homes. ECAC with the support
of MoITT, has deployed Pakistan’s
National Root Certification Author-
ity based on PKI that will act as the
backbone for the digital economy
of the Country. “Ministry believes
this is an extremely positive devel-
opment and would indeed result in
economic prosperity for the nation
through the promotion of e-busi-
nesses, the creation of jobs for the
youth and numerous opportunities

for the IT industry and e-commerce
of Pakistan” he added. Amin said,
“We pledge full support to Electron-
ic Certification Accreditation Coun-
cil (ECAC) as an arm of the Ministry
of IT to fully implement the man-
date under the Electronic Transac-
tions Ordinance 2002 (ETO). The
minister noted that rapid growth
and Adoption of digital technologies
in all sectors of the economy is in-
evitable for the development of the
Country. Amin ul Haqu said nowa-
days, it is very difficult to imagine
any sector without digital technol-
ogy. “During the last two years of
the pandemic, we have seen our
dependence on digital technologies
has increased manifold” he added.
He said that while technology has
the advantages of ease of doing
things and managing various func-
tions, it also brings a number of
vulnerabilities and cyber threats.
“These threats are increasing day
by day with the development of
cyberspace damaging the Public
trust in the digital environment,”
the minister said. Amin said, “As
Pakistan embarks on its journey
towards becoming a truly Digital
Economy, the establishment of
regulatory frameworks for ensur-
ing data protection, establishing
trust, and maintaining the se-
curity of all digital transactions,
documents, and systems are thus
essential.” The minister appreci-
ated National Telecom Corpora-
tion for providing technical and
administrative assistance making
it happen on a fast track. While

addressing the participants of the
inaugural ceremony Additional
Secretary (Incharge) Ministry of
IT Mohsin Mushtaque Chandna
“Congratulated and appreciat-
ed the continuous efforts of the
Certification Council and its of-
ficers in establishing Pakistan’s
first WebTrust Audited National
Root Certification Authority. He
said Pakistan was in the process
of Socio-Economic digitization
in all sectors including e-Health,
e-Commerce, e-Justice, e-Agri-
culture, e-Energy, e-Education
and FinTech. Digitalization of
e-Commerce and FinTech is most
prominent, its size has grown
significantly in Pakistan over the
last few years, transforming the
way consumers interact with and
especially pay business. Online
transactions require a strong trust
anchor to be trusted by all the re-
lying parties. This trust anchor has
been built by the ECAC, to enable
trust in all the electronic trans-
actions using Digital Certificates
issued by Accredited Certification
Service Provider.”Speaking at the
occasion, Chairman ECAC Engr.
Mairaj Gul apprised the audience
that under the dynamic leadership
of Federal Minister Syed Amin Ul
Haq and Federal Secretary, ECAC
has accomplished this task to pro-
vide an anchor for trust and security
in the digital environment of Pa-
kistan. Chairman ECAC also high-
lighted the initiatives taken by Min-
ister Syed Amin ul Haque in IT &
Telecom sector during his period.

Citizens urged to help CDA

keep Islamabad clean

T
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Health activists for
banning innovative
tobacco products

ISLAMABAD:Society for Protection of the Rights of the
Child (SPARC) urged all the stakeholders to play their
role in protecting Pakistani Youth from harmful innova-
tive tobacco products. Health activists raised alarm on
the recent attempts by tobacco industry to get the heat-
ed tobacco products regularized. The activists men-
tioned that the potential harms of innovative products
such as nicotine pouches, e-cigarettes and heated to-
bacco devices, must be recognized and their sales and
promotion must be banned. Dr. Ziauddin Islam, Coun-
try Lead Vital Strategies, mentioned that contrary
to tobacco industry’s claims, innovative products are
harmful as they contain nicotine which serves as a
gateway to many other forms of substance abuse and

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In order to
keep Islamabad and clean
and green a, the citizens
of Islamabad should also
come forward voluntarily
along with CDA to play their
positive role in this regard.
Waqar Zafar Bakhtawari
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shared these views with the
participants who came to
clean the park in £-8/2.

He said that in the last few
years, CDA has developed
parks in the whole of Islam-
abad of international stand-
ards, now it is our responsi-
bility to make these assets
of the city green clean and

beautiful. He along with
friends and colleagues
started a self-cleaning cam-
paign by holding a broom
and tried to highlight this
awareness at the public lev-
el that we should not leave
everything to the govern-
ment and institutions.

He further said in his ad-

dress that as a first step we
are starting from f£8 and
f-7. He encouraged the res-
idents of f-8 and f-7 to come
forward in this campaign
and play their part. He said
that today we have started
in f-8/2 park and tomorrow
we will continue this work
at 3 pm in the park of -8/1.

Vertical construction
indispensable for solving scarcity

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Ministry of
Housing and Works Iftikhar Ali Shall-
wani has said that the encouragement
of vertical construction was indispensa-
ble for solving residential scarcity being
faced in the country. “The construction
sector has immense potential in this
regard. The use of modern technology
in the construction sector can bring in-
novation,” he said while talking to APP.
Iftikhar Shallwani said the Ministry is
trying to start more residential projects
for government employees and common
citizens with the support of the private
sector. About the objectives First Ever

International Expo on Housing Sector,
he said the Ministry is trying to develop
the construction sector with the objec-
tive of providing a roof to government
employees and people with average in-
come. He said the Ministry in collabo-
ration with the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry has completed
all the preparations for organizing the
first of its kind, “International Housing
Expo”. Iftikhar Shallwani said the expo
would start on December 8 and con-
clude on December 11 in which eight
sessions of mutual discussion would be
organized and more than 50 experts

would deliver their opinions.
that no reliance would be made on gov-
ernment resources and its financial sup-
port will be acquired through sponsors
and partners. The secretary said that
international countries have overcome
housing problems by encouraging verti-
cal construction. “We also want to build
high-rise buildings in slum areas which
will provide slum dwellers with paved
roofs,” he added. He said the initiative
would augment the growth of the hous-
ing sector in the country and would help
contribute in the growth of economic de-
velopment in broad terms. —~APP

He said

may cause serious health and mental health issues
among youth. These products are claimed as cessa-
tion products but in fact, are new forms of addiction.
The research claiming that they’'re less harmful than
cigarettes are all funded by tobacco industry. The inde-
pendent research has warned about their harms.

Inclusion of youth
will determine future

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Zahid Latif Khan Chairman Asian Insti-
tute of Eco civilization Research and Development said,
“inclusion or exclusion of youth will determine the future,
success or failure of the regional connectivity, at a webi-
nar on China-Pakistan-Afghanistan youth cooperation for
shared destiny organized by Asian Institute of Eco civili-
zation Research and Development in collaboration with
Fudan University, China, Peshawar University Pakistan and
Polytechnic University Afghanistan.—DNA

Ethiopian Envoy praises Pak for ‘Engage Africa Policy’

DNA

Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the
Federal Democratic Republic
of Ethiopia to the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan H.E. Jemal
Beker Abdula on Wednesday
appreciated the government
of Pakistan for timely rolling
out its “Engage Africa Policy’
to explore areas of mutual
economic interest within the
African continent through
robust economic develop-
ment and trade. “It is my
firm belief that the current
century belongs to Africa
which is emerging as a major
destination for all the big in-
vestors around the world due
to rapid pace of development
and progress there,” the am-
bassador said while speaking
at the Islamabad Conclave
2022. “Gone are the days
when Africa was portrayed by
the world as a gloomy and un-
derdeveloped place, marred
by civil wars and backward-
ness,” he said, adding the
situation had been changed

in the continent altogether.

He said Africa had under-
gone a lot of transformation
shaping its own destiny and
emerging as a land of oppor-
tunities. Since the beginning
of 21st century, he said there
had been a remarkable im-
provement in the governance
style of African countries and
political stability had become
a hallmark of the continent
with more democratic ac-
countability and transparency
within the governments. He
said by 2050, a quarter of the
world’s populations would be
in Africa which would shape
the planet earth’s future. “Af-
rica’s unprecedented popula-
tion growth will have impact
on geopolitics, global trade,
work force, and other domi-
nant prospects,” he added.

Giving some recommenda-
tions for reaping the fruits
of “Engage Africa Policy”, he
called for establishing the in-
stitutional linkages between
Pakistan and the African
countries to boost bilateral,
regional and multilateral co-

operation for strengthening

political, security, economic,
social, and cultural ties. “Itis
also imperative for the Paki-
stani government to strength-
en its relations with Ethiopia
which is a gate way to Africa
and connect the former with
the latter,” he remarked. He
said Ethiopia was playing
a leading role in pan-Africa
since the colonial period
and still had a strong legacy
in shaping the political, so-
cio-economic and regional
integration while striving to

achieve agenda 2063 of the
Africa Union. Ethiopia, he
said, was the founding mem-
ber of the League of Nations,
UN, OAU, African intercon-
tinental free trade agree-
ment and promoting free
movement of people, goods
and services across the

continent. He said his coun-
try also owned the largest
Pan-Africa Airlines with the
name of Ethiopian Airlines.
He said Ethiopia attached
great importance to advanc-
ing the bilateral relationship

with Pakistan, and “opening
of our mission in Islamabad
reflects our commitment in
this regard.” He said both
Ethiopia and Pakistan shared
similarities in many ways as
both were heirs of ancient
civilizations, influential
diaspora and share social,
cultural and political val-
ues. It had a federal system
like that of Pakistan which
held elections at regular
intervals. He said Ethiopia
was on upward trajectory
registering a double-digit
economy which had trans-
formed the livelihood and
well-being of its citizens.
It had developed a home-
grown economy as a result
of the reforms initiated in
2018 led by Prime Minister
of Ethiopia H.E. Dr, Abiy
Ahmed, who envisioned to
make the country a beacon of
Africa’s Prosperity. “Current-
ly, the bilateral trade between
the two countries is minimal
and amounts to 78 million US
dollars, however, my target is
to take it to 200 million US

dollars by the end of 2023,”
he vowed. He said his coun-
try was powering its pro-
gress through cheap, clean
and environmentfriendly
energy which was also being
exported to other countries
in the continent including
Djibouti, Kenya and Sudan,
connecting regional integra-
tion through energy. “My
country has almost com-
pleted the Ethiopian Grand
Renaissance Dam which is
being built on the Nile Riv-
er and set to produce 6,500
MW of clean electricity that
can be sold at cheap price to
neighboring countries and
other regions.

He said a one-window facil-
ity was on the cards where
the investors would have all
the facilities for import and
export under one roof.
Ethiopia has been offering
multiple incentives to the
investors who would be
exporting the products to
other destinations after en-
suring their manufacturing
in the country, he added.

Ombudsman
summons
relevant
authorities
of energy
sector

ISLAMABAD:Federal Om-
budsman, Ejaz Ahmad
Qureshi has summoned Sec-
retary Energy and Chief Ex-
ecutives of DISCOs against
high number of complaints.
The meeting was presid-
ed by federal ombudsman
which was attended by Sen-
ior Officers of WMS, Secre-
tary Power Division Rashid
Mahmood Langrial, Chief
Executives of IESCO, LES-
CO and PESCO. The meet-
ing was informed that dur-
ing the year 2022 more than
56,000 complaints were
registered by the citizens
against power sector compa-
nies. To review the perfor-
mance of these companies
and to address deficiencies
therein which are causing
huge hardship to people,
because the consumers are
already paying high charg-
es beyond their capacity
to pay. The meeting noted
that the federal ombudsman
office provided speedy relief
to the common man within
60 days without any cost.
This reduces the burden on
our civil courts and NEPRA.
It was informed that com-
plaints involving big sums
related to industrial and
commercial consumers are
referred to civil courts and
NEPRA. Consequently, the
poorest sector of the socie-
ty has easy access to Wafaqi
Mohtasib’s 17 Regional Of-
fices, spread throughout the
country. —APP

Around
9,986 acres
Railways land
under illegal

occupation

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Railways’ major portion of
around 9,986 acres of land
worth billion of rupees was
found under illegal occupa-
tion of private, individual
and different government
departments across the
country. “Around 3,287
acres were occupied in
Punjab, 832 acres under
encroachment in Khyber
Pukhtunkhwa, 5,180 acres
in Sindh and 687 acres
land was occupied in Ba-
lochistan,” an official of the
Ministry told APP. However,
he said Pakistan Railways
had retrieved as many as
955 acres of its land worth
Rs 19, 603 million during
various anti-encroachment
operations across the coun-
try in the last five years.
“Around 476 acres were re-
trieved in Punjab, 133 acres
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
327 acres in Sindh and only
19 acres in Balochistan,”
he said. The official said
in light of the Supreme
Court’s orders, the anti-en-
croachment operations for
retrieval of encroached rail-
way land all over the railway
network were initiated and
a joint procedure order was
issued to all divisional su-
perintendents. APP

Nawaz will
come to
Pakistan

soon: Former
Minister

Sheikh Aftab

FaisaL. MunIr

ATTOCK: Former Minister
for Parliamentary Affairs
and PML-N Leader Sheikh
Aftab Ahmed has said that
Nawaz Sharif is coming to
Pakistan very soon. The na-
tion will give him a historic
welcome. The coalition gov-
ernment is trying to solve
the country’s problems. If
Nawaz Sharif’s path had
not been blocked, today the
Pakistan would have stood
among the developed coun-
tries. He said present govt
was taking country towards
stability and development
while opponents were try-
ing to take it towards de-
struction. Talking to report-
ers at attock on Wednesday,
he said the Imran Khan’s
government sank the raft
of the economy. Muslim
League (N) always fought
for democracy and did not
hesitate to make the biggest
sacrifice for the country. He
said that I met Nawaz Sharif
and Maryam Nawaz on the
occasion of my visit to Lon-
don. Nawaz Sharif will come
to Pakistan soon.
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US continues to assist
Pakistan 1in Covid fight

Health Minister, Mr. Abdul Qadir
Patel, in a ceremony at the Minis-
try of National Health Services
in Islamabad. In his remarks,
Mr. Patel said, “We are thank-
ful to the U.S. government for
their continued support dur-
ing COVID-19 and especially
during the recent floods.” He
also expressed that these ef-
forts reflect the strong bilat-
eral relations between the two
countries. Addressing the Min-
istry of Health officials at the
ceremony, Ambassador Donald
Blome remarked, “Today’s do-
nation is not just about COV-
ID-19. It is an investment into

TwiN CITIES

4 stolen
motorcycles
recovered

RAWALPINDI :Police on
Wednesday claimed to have
arrested an accused who
was involved in motorcycle
theft and recovered four sto-
len bikes from his posses-
sion. According to the police
spokesman, Bani police held
Faizan, involved in motorcy-
cle theft and recovered 4
stolen motorcycles from his
custody. Police have regis-
tered a case against him and
further investigation was in
progress. SP Rawal Babar
Javed Joya appreciated the
performance of police team
and said that accused will be
brought to court with solid
evidence, such elements
who deprive the citizens of
their valuable assets cannot
escape from the grip of the
law. Meanwhile, Rawalpindi
police have arrested 29 pro-
fessional beggars during the
operation. The professional
beggars were held from dif-
ferent areas of the city. SSP
Operations Rawalpindi said
that operations will be con-
tinued against professional
beggars in the future.—APP

CDNS

Briefs

RAWALPINDI :Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan
while conducting two coun-
ter-narcotics operations
seized over 96 kg of drugs
and arrested a female drug
smuggler, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman
here on Wednesday. He
informed in an operation
at Lahore International
Airport, ANF recovered 89
heroin-filled capsules from
the possession of a wom-
an resident of Sahiwal who
was going to Bangkok on
flight no TG346. In anoth-
er operation conducted
on Coastal Highway near
Pasni, ANF seized 96 kg
charas. Cases have been
registered at respective
ANF Police Stations and
further investigations are
under process.—APP

Condolence
meeting held
at MolIB

technical assistance provided
will train public-sector staff
working at intensive-care units
on how to effectively use the
equipment. The U.S. govern-
ment has provided more than
79 million doses of COVID-19
vaccines to Pakistan including
16 million pediatric doses, one
million COVID-19 rapid diag-
nostic tests, and critical health
supplies and training to health
workers. These efforts are
supported by the more than
$80 million the U.S. govern-
ment has provided to assist the
Pakistani people in the fight
against COVID-19.

at the beginning, and we will con-
tinue to find ways to support Pa-
kistan as it recovers and rebuilds
from disasters — whether that
is a global pandemic like COV-
ID-19 or a flooding disaster like
Pakistan has just experienced.”
The U.S. government donation
provides thousands of essential
supplies and equipment for ox-
ygen therapy that the Ministry
of Health requested. The U.S.
government will also develop a
web-based information system
that will allow real-time surveil-
lance of patient oxygen levels,
as well as strengthen Pakistan’s
medical oxygen systems, while

POWERCHINA helps Zf‘;fa?;nsﬂﬁvgggﬁg
flood-hit people of Pak |

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. govern-
ment, through the U.S. Agency
for International Development
(USAID), donated $7.5 million
worth of medical oxygen supplies
to the Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations and Coor-
dination. The support will also
provide training to 163 hospitals
throughout Pakistan to increase
their capability to treat patients
suffering from severe COVID-19
and other lung conditions.

This U.S. government support
was received by the Federal

Pakistan’s long-term health
system. This assistance ~- that
started at the very outset of
COVID, continued throughout
the pandemic, and is now ad-
dressing the lasting effects of
the floods on health - is a prime
example of the long history of
U.S. assistance to Pakistan.
The United States were there

ISLAMABAD: China Mo-
bile’s Zong 4G is providing
digital equipment to students
at Pak-China Gwadar Middle
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ISLAMABAD :A condo-
lence meeting was held on
Wednesday in the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting to offer Fateha for
the soul of Senior Parlia-
mentarian Begum Najma
Hameed, the maternal aunt
of Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb. Secretary Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Shahera Shahid, Additional
Secretary 1&B Sohail Ali
Khan, Managing Director
Associated Press of Paki-
stan Akhtar Munir, Chair-
man Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority
Saleem Baig, Director Gen-
eral Information Service
Academy Mubasher Tau-
qeer, Press Registrar Tariq
Khan, Director General Ra-
dio Pakistan Tahir Hassan,
Principal Information Of
ficer Mubashir Hassan and
other senior officers of the
Ministry participated in the
condolence meeting.

The meeting prayed to Al-
lah Almighty to rest the de-
parted soul in eternal peace
and grant courage to the
bereaved family to bear this
loss with fortitude.—APP

393
candidates
pass CSS

€xam

ISLAMABAD :Federal Pub-
lic Service Commission
has announced results of
Central Superior Services
(CSS) Competitive Exam-
ination 2022, and a total
of 393 out of 20,262 ap-
peared candidates passed
the examination. A total of
32,059 candidates applied
to appear in the exams, but
20,262 candidates appeared
in it. A total of 393 candi-
dates passed the examina-
tion and the overall passing
percentage was 1.94. The
result of rejected candi-
dates shall remain withheld
as per Rule 16 (6) of CSS
Competitive ~ Examination
Rules, 2019. According to
the press note, the result
of the remaining candidates
who could not pass may be
checked at FSPC’s website
www.fpsc.gov.pk. Candi-
dates who have passed the
written examination will be
intimated about the sched-
ule of medical examination,
psychological assessment
and viva voce. However,
they are advised to stay
informed by visiting FPSC
website regularly.—APP

10 1llegal arm
holders held

RAWALPINDI :Police have
arrested 10 illegal arm hold-
ers and recovered arms, am-
munition, knife and sticks
from their possession here
on Wednesday, informed po-
lice spokesman. According
to the details, Ganjmundi
police arrested Daniel and
recovered 01 pistol of 30
bore from his possession.
Similarly, Waris Khan police
recovered 01 pistol of 30
bore from Usama Anwar.
While, Bani police nabbed
Sher Ali and recovered
knife while iron rod was
recovered from Rafiq. Wah
Cantt police recovered
01 pistol of 30 bore from
Afzal. Saddar Wah police
recovered 01 pistol of 30
bore from Ismail. Rawat
police recovered 01 pis-
tol of 30 bore from Haq
Nawaz and same police
recovered 01 pistol of 30
bore from accused Kaftan.
Chontra police recovered
01 pistol of 30 bore from
Hasnain Shah. Kotli Sat-
tian police recovered 01
pistol of 30 bore from An-
war-ul-Haq.—APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: POWERCHI-
NA has said it has donated
funds, repaired roads and
agricultural infrastructure
and helped local employ-
ees overcome the disaster
following this year’s dev-
astative floods and heavy
monsoon rains. Since mid-
June, under the influence of
the monsoon season, many
provinces in Pakistan have
been hit by unprecedented-
ly severe floods. POWER-
CHINA said in a statement
on Wednesday that it has
also played a leading role
in donating money to the
flood-affected people in
Pakistan, and received pos-
itive response and strong
support from the Associa-

tion. Giving details of the
aid and relief activities, it
said the first batch of do-
nations was raised on 26
August for the flood-affect-
ed Pakistani brothers to
rebuild their homes. After
the first timely donation,
as the disaster continued to
worsen, in response to the
call of the Pakistani govern-
ment, POWERCHINA made
a further donation of USD
104,000 to the Prime Min-
ister’s Flood Relief Fund on
October 21. POWERCHI-
NA also participated in a
second round of donations
to the Chinese Embassy
and APCEA. The Chinese
staff, enthusiastically and
spontaneously donated
tents worth about 2 million
rupees and officially hand-
ed over to the Islamabad

Women Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry and to a
Balochistan-based party at
the Chinese Embassy in Paki-
stan on December 1. In the
face of the sudden flooding,
Diamer Basha Dam Project
was also seriously affected
by the flooding. The pro-
ject department responded
quickly to the flooding, and
after surveying the affected
site, formulated a relief plan
and sent a rescue team with
excavators and other large
machinery and equipment
to participate in the rescue
and relief work, helping local
villagers to clean up the col-
lapsed road sections, to re-
move the hazards off the road
and backfill the irrigation
canal foundation. After four
days of reconstruction, the
8 km collapsed roads were

cleared and the main road
to the nearby villages was
restored, thus helping the
locals to get out of the trou-
ble. Affected by secondary
disasters such as landslides
and triggered by floods,
many sections of the Kar-
akorum Highway, the main
road to and from the project
construction site, were either
eroded or actively closed, and
the construction and logisti-
cal materials required for the
project could not be delivered
to the site for quite some
time. The project manager
said, “The tougher it is, the
more courageous we have to
be.” Despite the extremely
difficult times, the project is
still actively assuming social
responsibility, demonstrating
the responsibility and com-
mitment of a “great power”.
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School in order to give female
students the opportunity to
learn more about technology

and its effective use, Gwadar Pro reported on Wednesday.
Under the initiative, the students are getting a projector and
screen, printing facilities, and digital learning materials. The
Pak-China Gwadar Middle School, also commonly known as
Fageer Middle School, is located in Gwadar’s Fageer Colony.
This school is part of a Chinafunded initiative aimed at de-
veloping a high-quality educational system in the area. We
have a mission to ensure the complete digitalization of Pa-
kistan. Through our inclusive approach, we are ensuring all
our children- especially young girls— be provided with quality
digital education to ensure their future competitiveness in an
increasingly fastpaced technological world,” according to a spokes-
person of Zong 4G. The management of the Pak-China school
appreciated this, citing that only a handful of their stu-
dents had used a computer before and thanked Zong for
setting up a digital lab for their students. “Zong’s Digital
Lab has helped the Pak-China School transform into the only
non-profit digital school of Gwadar. Our students are very
keen on learning digital technology and they look forward to
their newly commenced computer lessons. We would like to
thank Zong for their consistent support . —DNA

Decision to buy
cheap petro products
from Russia lauded

Chairman of National Business Group Pakistan, President
Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance, and former provincial minister
Mian Zahid Hussain on Wednesday said the decision to buy
cheap petroleum products from Russia is correct which will
support our weak economy. This will reduce the burden on
the country’s exchequer, thereby reducing the current ac-
count deficit and inflation, he said. Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the price of petroleum products will also be reduced
for the consumers, electricity will also become cheaper and
the people will get relief. Talking to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business leader said that despite Russia’s
attack on Ukraine and US sanctions, European countries,
Saudi Arabia, India, and many other countries are contin-
uing to trade with Russia, but we have waited for eleven
in this regard. Now, without wasting any more time, the
import of crude oil, petrol, and diesel should be started,
while the possibility of importing other essential commodi-
ties should not be delayed, he said. Mian Zahid Hussain said
that a long-term contract to import LNG with Russia is also
essential. He said that the government has announced the
import of cheap petroleum products from Russia, but the
price details have not been released.—DNA

A [l

Heritage Fareena Mazhar.—DNA

receives Rs
405b through
fresh bonds by
December 02

ISLAMABAD :The Central
Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) on Wednesday
achieved the target of is-
suing Rs 405 billion fresh
bonds in the current fiscal
year 2022-23 from July 1st
to December 02, 2022.
The CDNS has set a saving
target of Rsl.5 trillion for
the current financial year
(2022-23) which will pro-
mote the savings culture in
the country, the senior offi-
cial of CDNS told APP here.
At this time, the current
market trend in the country
and the ambitious target has
been set to further improve
the savings culture, he said.
Replying to a question, he
said the CDNS surpassed
its annual target in the pre-
vious fiscal year 2021-22
and set a historic record of
Rs1,250 billion in savings till
June 30, 2022. For the first
time in its history, CDNS
crossed Rs1,000 billion in
fresh deposits and achieved
the target of Rs1,250 billion
by June 30, 2022. He said the
CDNS had attained the tar-
get of issuing Rs1,250 billion
fresh bonds from July 1, 2021
to June 30, 2022. It had set an
annual gross receipt target of
Rs 980 billion from July 1 to
June 30 of the previous fis-
cal year 202021 to promote
savings in the country. The
senior official said the CDNS
had set Rs 250 billion annual
collection target from July 1
to June 30 for the year 2020-
2021 as compared to Rs 352
billion for the previous year
(2019-20) during the same
period to enhance savings in
the country.—APP

Asar Humayn

Dark nights at sea can be
scary. When you see a light
closing in, you are not sure
whether it is a menacing war-
ship, a harmless fishing boat
or a benign merchant ship. If
it is wartime, many dangers
lurk hidden in the cloak of
darkness. On 9th Dec 1971,
a similar situation existed.
The moon was to rise after
9:30 pm and it was pitch
dark. Pakistan and India had
been at war since 3rd Dec.
Two Indian Navy anti-subma-
rine frigates KHUKRI and
KIRPAN were patrolling near
Diu Head searching for their
prey, the Pakistan Navy sub-
marines.Submarines and na-
val ships are old adversaries.
This rivalry was joined by
aircraft as a potent weapon to
kill submarines in World War
I. World War II saw many
epic battles between subma-
rines and submarine-hunters.
The war at sea in the Atlantic
was characterised by U-boats
playing havoc with the allied
supply lines. In the Pacific,
Allied and Japanese sub-
marines made their name.
Admiral “Bull” Halsey of the
United States Navy speaking
well after the war, observed,
“If I had to give credit to the
instruments and machines
that won us the war in the
Pacific, I would rank them
in this order; submarines
first, radar second, planes
third, and bulldozers fourth.”
As compared to the Unit-
ed States, Royal, Japanese,
and German navies of WW
II, Pakistan Navy is a small
force. In 1971, the Indian
Navy was 5 times bigger
than Pakistan Navy. Nev-
ertheless, we can proudly

claim a similar feat by our
small submarine forcedur-
ing the 1971 Indo-Pak war.
On this night, the time was
8:19 PM. A massive explo-
sion under the Indian Navy
Ship KHUKRI doomed the
anti-submarine frigate and
sent her to a watery grave.
An E-15 acoustic homing
torpedo fired by HANGOR
found its markand hit the
ship’s magazine full of ex-
plosives. PNS HANGOR’s
daring action etched the
fateful moment in the annals
of naval warfare.

World War II saw U-boats;
Japanese and Allied subma-
rines sinkingmany warships.
HANGOR’s historic action
took place about 26 years
and 6 months after subma-
rine attacks in the closing
stages of World War. We can
recall 2 successful actions by
submarines. On 29th April
1945, at about 10 PM, the
U-boat U-286 hit anti-subma-
rine frigate HMS Goodall (K
479) with a Gnat (German
Naval Acoustic Torpedo) in
the entrance to the Kola In-
let near Murmansk (Russia).
The magazine exploded,
blowing away the forepart
of the vessel and killing the
commander. One hundred
twelve crew members died.
The abandoned ship had to
be scuttled by gunfire. This

was the last confirmed
U-boat success in the North
Atlantictheatre. The war

in the Pacific continued
awhile longer.At 00:15 AM
on 30thJuly, the USS In-
dianapolis (CA 35) Heavy
Cruiser was torpedoed by
the Imperial Japanese Navy
submarine I-58 and sank in
12 minutes. The cruiser
was heading for the Philip-
pines after delivering parts

of the nuclear bomb that
was dropped on Hiroshima
on 9th August. The ship was
struck by 2 straight running
torpedoes. Of 1,195 crew-
men aboard, approximately
300 went down with the
ship. Like the sinking of
KHUKRI, both these sink-
ings occurred in the dark
of the night. PN Submarine
HANGOR had arrived in Pa-
kistan in December 1970.
PN Dockyard, Karachi, only
had only rudimentary repair
and logistic support for these
newly acquired platforms. A
similar state existed in PN
Torpedo Depot that supplied
the submarines’ main weap-
on - torpedoes. However,
the gathering war clouds
after March 1971 urged
all-around dedication, zeal,
and application. Everyone
in the logistics chain rose
to the task at hand. All the
Daphne class submarines -
HANGOR, SHUSHUK and
MANGRO - remained fully
operational and warready.
PNS HANGOR carried out a
reconnaissance patrol off the
Indian coast during August
1971, thus, gathering valua-
ble experience and data.

India unleashed an unde-
clared war on the eastern
front on 21 Nov 1971. Within

24 hours of this aggression,
PN submarine HANGOR
sailed from Karachi. Despi-
teserious machinery defects,
she continued to pursue her
mission. The courageous
commanding officer Com-
mander Ahmad Tasnim SJ
was leading a motivated and
brave crew of 53 officers and
men. In the face of daunting
risks, they repaired their sub-
marine close to the enemy
waters. During this perilous
period, HANGOR dodged
several enemy hunters both
surface ships as well as air-
craft. When the war was de-
clared on 3rdDec, HANGOR
was ready in her assigned
area near Bombay. Paki-
stan government had only
permitted attacks on men
of war and not on unarmed
merchant ships. (This was
in stark contrast to the In-
dian Navy’s policy of attacks
even on unarmed mer-
chant vessels). HANGOR
signalled the deployment
of the Indian Navy units to
Naval Headquarters. Af-
ter intercepting this radio
communication, the Indians
were alerted, evaded this
position and deployed an-
ti-submarine forces to find
the Pakistani submarines.
The vigilant attack team

of HANGOR soon real-
ised that the enemy war-
ships were not anywhere
near. So, they requested
Pakistan Navy Headquar-
ters to shift their patrol
area, to seek battle with
the enemy. By 8thDec,
HANGOR was patrolling in
her assigned area.The re-de-
ployment proved fruitful
and HANGOR started to
track enemy ships.After the
sunset at 6 PM on 9th Dec,
Commander Ahmad Tasnim
started steering to intercept
the enemy frigates. The
submarine crew was full of
confidencethat their desire
to seek battle with the ene-
my would soon be fulfilled.
In less than 2 hours, the
enemy frigates came with-
in torpedo range, and the
attack team of HANGOR,
on their commander’s or-
der launched the first
torpedo at 7:57 PM. This
torpedo did not find its
target. The Indians claim
that KHUKRI and KIRPAN
were alerted by this torpe-
do and KHUKRI started
to search for and attack
the prowling submarine.
However, this manoeuvre
brought the ship within
HANGOR’storpedo range
again. HANGOR fired a

second E-15 homing tor-
pedo on the approaching
KHUKRI at 8:14 PM and
the rest is memorable his-
tory. Within 5 minutes the
torpedo homed on to its
target and broke KHUKRI
in two parts. The ship
sank within 2 minutes.One
hundredand  ninety-four
of her crew including her
commanding officer Cap-
tain M N Mulla perished.
Most of them had no
time to escape the sinking
ship. As per normal tactics,
HANGOR should have start-
ed her withdrawal from the
battle because her position
was now wellknown. Not
the redoubtable HANGOR;
her valiant commanding of-
ficer and the crew continued
their attack and fired a third
torpedo which hit KIRPAN at
considerable range. After this
debacle, the Indian Navy did
not dare repeat its attacks on
Karachi or Pakistani naval forc-
es. Thus, HANGOR’s action
thwarted the Indian Navy‘s fur-
ther aggressive designs.

After getting rid of the two
Indian Navy anti-submarine
frigates, HANGOR came un-
der repeated counterattacks
by aircraft and ships. The
crew of HANGOR counted
156 attacks during the next
72 hours. However, she evad-
ed the enemy. Commander
Tasnim who was decorated
with a second Sitara-e-Jurrat
(8] bar) dedicated his award
to all members of his gallant
crew. HANGOR’s attack
was not a one-sided affair.
The Indian Navy, which did
not venture out at sea in the
1965 war due to the fear
of PN submarine GHAZI,
had bolstered her anti-sub-
marine by the 1971 war.
The Indian Navy inducted

anti-submarine patrol air-
craft  Super-Constellation
and the French Alizé. She
had acquired 5 Petya class
anti-submarine  corvettes.
She had also improved her
sonar and anti-submarine
weapons. However, the
proficient crew of HANGOR
delivered a deadly attack
using her sonar and passive
ranging equipment giving
no chance to the 2 anti-sub-
marine frigates. The Paki-
stan Navy submarines dur-
ing the 1971 war reported
many close encounters with
the Indian Navy anti-subma-
rine aircraft. Nevertheless,
the training and alertness of
PN submarine crews saved
them from any unfortunate
mishap. The memorable
success of HANGOR lifted
the prestige of the Paki-
stan Navy as a professional
force. When CaptainAhmad
Tasnim (S] and Bar) used to
visit naval bases in France
as Defence and Naval At-
taché, the French navy
officers and men revered
him and greeted him as
a hero. HANGOR now
rests as a museum piece
in Pakistan Maritime
Museum, Karachi. The
51st anniversary of this
remarkable achievement
will renew the interest
of the Pakistani nation in
HANGOR. This momen-
tous victory will contin-
ue to motivate Pakistan
Navy’s manpower and
especially its submarin-
ers to achieve and match
this triumph. They will
carry the battle honours
of HANGOR in the forth-
coming HANGOR class
submarines and maintain
anintimidatinglegacy, In
Sha Allah.
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Russian dissent: a seed
to be nurtured

V ladimir Putin’s failure to complete his initial war aims in Ukraine

is so complete, it is unclear to what end Russia fights on, except

to protect the president from the humiliation of admitting defeat.
Since the Kremlin’s territorial ambitions have been checked, Russia’s
offensive capabilities have been directed more at terrorising civilians
and degrading Ukrainian infrastructure. The plan is to plunge the coun-
try into freezing darkness through the winter in the hope of depleting
the will to resist. There is no sign of that working. Mr Putin’s failure to
understand the resilient character of Ukraine as a proudly independent
nation was the foundational error of his war. The Russian president
has also miscalculated when measuring his own people’s appetite for
war. It looked voracious in the opening weeks, when state propaganda
channels had little difficulty whipping up a bellicose fervour. But
hundreds of thousands have also fled the draft, probably more than
the number successfully recruited (exact figures are a shrouded
in official secrecy). Many of those who report for duty have been
appalled by the lack of equipment, training or purpose for their de-
ployment. Those who see themselves as cannon fodder make unmo-
tivated soldiers. Despairing videos lamenting their plight circulate
widely online. It is hard to measure the public mood in a quasi-to-
talitarian regime, but the evidence points to war fatigue. A leaked
private poll conducted for a Russian state security agency last week
showed 25% of respondents wanting the military campaign to con-
tinue and 55% wanting peace talks. In February, Mr Putin’s inva-
sion commanded about 80% support. There is also evidence that the
Kremlin is losing full-spectrum dominance of the information space.
Russians are now the world’s biggest users of virtual private net-
works — online services that can circumvent state censorship of the
internet. It would be premature to imagine that Mr Putin’s position
is much weakened. He has levers of coercion to compensate for any
decline in enthusiasm for his rule. But the signs of brittleness are
still encouraging as evidence of some potential appetite among Rus-
sians, inside and outside the country, for a different kind of politics.
Cultivating that interest, supporting the exiles, and recognising and
amplifying the difference between the Russian people and their crimi-
nal leadership will be increasingly important in the months and years
to come. While Mr Putin’s defeat in Ukraine is a strategic and moral
imperative for European democracies, and normalisation of relations
with Moscow seems like a remote prospect, the ambition cannot be
abandoned altogether. For that ambition to be plausible, the seeds of a
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Myanmar’s military: in
power but not in control

n February 2021, Myanmar’s army ended its decade-long,

grudging tolerance of limited democracy by launching a

coup, detaining Aung San Suu Kyi and other elected ci-
vilian politicians. Since then, its ruthlessness has only in-
creased. The number of political prisoners has soared to
more than 13,000. The junta has resumed executions for
the first time in decades. The UN human rights chief, Volker
Tiirk, said last Friday that the regime was using the death
penalty to crush political opposition, expressing shock that
130 people have been sentenced to death by military courts
behind closed doors. Many of the 1,700 people who have
stood trial have been denied access to lawyers or relatives.
Not one has been acquitted. The pandemic, war in Ukraine and upris-
ings elsewhere have meant that the world has largely stopped paying attention
to events in Myanmar, where the military is literally pursuing a scorched earth
policy. It has razed villages that it accuses of supporting the opposition and has
bombed hospitals, schools and even a concert. An estimated 1.3 million people
are displaced and living in horrific conditions. It continues to add to the raft of
convictions and prison terms for Aung San Suu Kyi. Rights groups report extra-
judicial killings by soldiers and militias. The assumption at first was that the mil-
itary, long expert in suppressing stirrings of dissent and democracy, would soon
reassert control. Even when some protesters took up arms - and the pro-democ-
racy national unity government backed a “defensive war” - it seemed a hopeless
endeavour, given their lack of money, equipment and training. Yet the resistance
has been not only remarkably protracted but - under the circumstances - sur-
prisingly effective. Each fresh abuse by the regime gives opponents reason to
fight on - no one believes it will compromise. Elections are promised next year,
but the power seizure resulted from the military’s repeated failure to win at the
ballot box, and opponents are all locked up. The regime made a vague attempt
at PR by releasing 6,000 or more prisoners last month, including a former British
ambassador, Vicky Bowman. But some were detained again on the same day, and the
total number of those held soon rebounded. Sanctions should remain carefully tar-
geted at those in the regime and their families. Though supporters of the democracy
movement praise the UK for taking the lead internationally, they believe much more
must be done. They make a strong case for cutting off the supply of aviation fuel —
used by the military even when it has supposedly been destined for civil flights. The
junta’s increasing brutality, however, is a sign of fear as well as further evidence of
its viciousness. Some of those struggling for democracy now speak not of a coup, but
an attempted coup; thanks to the resistance, they say, it has not yet succeeded. They
need more support to ensure that it does not.

different Russia must be nurtured wherever they grow.

When Mr. Xi comes to town

James M. Dorsey

At the same time,
China’s framing of the
crackdown as a fight
against extremism,
terrorism, and
separatism legitmises
the clampdown by
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE on any expression
of political Islam. For
Mr. Gargash, the UAE
diplomatic advisor,
the Gulf’s ties to the
United States and China
fit neatly into a box.
“Our trade relations
increasingly look to
the East, while our
primary security and
investment relations
are in the West,” Mr.
Gargash said. The
official did not mention
increasingly close
political ties to China.

o are multiple agreements to be

signed during Chinese President

Xi Jinping’s visit to Saudi Arabia
this week, his first venture beyond
East and Central Asia in three years.
No doubt, Mr. Xi’s reception will be on
par with the welcoming of Donald J.
Trump when he headed to Saudi Arabia
in 2017 on his first overseas trip as US
president. At the same time, it will con-
trast starkly with the more downbeat
response to Joe Biden’s hat-in-hand
pilgrimage to the kingdom in July. Mr.
Xi Jinping and Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed Bin Salman’s timing is perfect.
The visit allows Gulf states, with Saudi
Arabia in the lead, to further diversify
their foreign relationships and hedge
their bets as the world moves from a
unipolar to a bipolar, if not multipolar,
order. In addition, Mr. Xi’s visit boosts
the positioning of Mr. Bin Salman and
his kingdom as undisputed leaders
of the Muslim world. Like when Mr.
Trump was in town five years ago, Mr.
Bin Salman has ensured that Mr. Xi's
visit will involve bilateral talks and mul-
tilateral gatherings with Gulf and Arab
leaders. Even though Mr. Xi and Gulf
leaders project the Chinese president’s
visit as a milestone rather than the
latest of regular high-level gatherings,
neither seeks to fundamentally alter
the region’s security architecture with
the United States as its guarantor. On
the contrary. While eager to strengthen
and expand relations with China, Gulf
states see Mr. Xi’s visit as a vehicle to
pressure the United States to spell out
and formalize its security commitment
to the region at a time when America
has made China and the Indo-Pacific
its main strategic concern and has not
lived up to the region’s expectations.
Speaking three weeks before the Chi-
nese leader’s visit, Anwar Gargash,
the diplomatic adviser of United Arab
Emirates President Mohammed bin
Zayed, insisted that “our primary stra-
tegic security relationship remains une-
quivocally with the United States... Yet,
it is vital that we find a way to ensure
that we can rely on this relationship for
decades to come through clear, codi-
fied, and unambivalent commitments.”
Mr. Xi has no problem with that. On

the contrary, China is not interested
and perhaps incapable of replacing the
United States militarily in the Gulf. So
while it may want the United States out
of East Asia, the same need not be valid
for the Middle East. That allows Mr. Xi
and his Saudi and Arab counterparts
to focus on the nuts and bolts of their
meetings. High on Mr. Xi's agenda is
the export of its model of authoritari-
anism, involving one-person rule, a sur-
veillance state, and the ringfencing of
the Internet. It’s a model that appeals
to men like Mr. Bin Salman and UAE
and Egyptian presidents Mr. Bin Zayed
and Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi. The appeal re-
mains, even if Mr. Xi’s proposition has
lost some of its shine as a result of his
faltering zero-tolerance Covid-19 policy
that has slowed economic growth, hin-
dered the country’s private sector that
is also hobbled by punitive state inter-
ventions, and sparked an anti-govern-
ment protest that has forced the Chi-
nese leader to abandon core elements
of his effort to control the pandemic.
Moreover, Middle Eastern leaders will
have noticed that China’s firewall failed
to prevent Internet users from dis-
covering that a majority of spectators
at World Cup matches in Qatar were
unmasked. Nor were Chinese censors
able to prevent an avalanche of video
clips of nationwide protests against
strict Covid-19 rules from flooding the
country’s tightly policed social media.

In addition, Gulf efforts to diversify
their economies and reduce depend-
ence on fossil fuel exports centre on a
free-market economy and a private sec-
tor driven by innovation and creativity
rather than the kind of state-controlled
capitalism envisioned by Mr. Xi. That
has not prevented China from advanc-
ing its control and governance systems
with investments and partnerships in
Middle Eastern telecoms, corporate
communication  systems, cyberse-
curity, and smart cities in countries
stretching from Morocco to the Gulf.
Chinese involvement runs the gamut
from building 5G systems and data cen-
tres to providing cloud services and de-
veloping artificial intelligence systems.
Investments in technology and knowl-
edge transfers enable Arab autocracies

to enhance their surveillance capabili-
ties and Internet control. Furthermore,
countries like Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
the UAE have looked for inspiration in
China’s restrictive cybersecurity leg-
islation. Days before Mr. Xi’s visit to
Saudi Arabia, China’s foreign ministry
released a report on ‘Sino-Arab Coop-
eration in a New Era’ that, according to
Chinese media, misleadingly asserted
that China “never seeks any geopoliti-
cal self-interest.” China probably meant
to say that it is not seeking to challenge
the US position in the Gulf any time
soon but intends to be the region’s ma-
jor partner economically and in terms
of technology, a focal point of US-Chi-
nese rivalry. Speaking last month at
a regional security conference, senior
Pentagon official Colin Kahl spelt out lim-
its to Gulf-China technological Coopera-
tion that the United States would seek to
impose. “If our closest allies and partners
cooperate too deeply with China on the
security side, it’ll create security risks for
us. Getting into certain networks that cre-
ate real cyber vulnerabilities and risks for
us. Infrastructure that generates real in-
telligence risks for us, and networks that
touch our military networks that create
real risk for us, or a presence in certain
countries that allow surveillance of our
forces and what we're doing in ways that
presents a threat to us,” Mr. Kahl said. Al-
though Chinese 5G projects in Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE and elsewhere in the region
have progressed despite US objections,
Mr. Kahl left unaddressed whether they
threatened to cross his threshold.

The Chinese foreign ministry report
identified technology, agriculture, and in-
vestment as focal points of Chinese-Arab
economic cooperation. During his visit,
Mr. Xi was likely to also angle for con-
struction contracts for Mr. Bin Salman’s
US$500 billion futuristic Red Sea city of
Neom, as well as involvement in devel-
oping a Saudi defense and automotive
industry.

For its part, Saudi Arabia will want to
attract Chinese investment in its mining
sector. Khalid Al Mudaifer, the kingdom’s
deputy mining minister, said he is seek-
ing US$170 billion by 2030. In a bid to
exploit strains in Saudi- and potentially
UAE-US relations and uncertainty about

America’s reliability as a security part-
ner, the Chinese report asserted that
“China has always believed that there is
no such thing as a ‘power vacuum’ in the
Middle East and that the people of the
Middle East are the masters of the future
and destiny of the region.” Mr. Xi arrived
in the kingdom as a US district court in
Washington dismissed a lawsuit against
Mr. Bin Salman and 20 others for the
2028 killing of journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi. The court based its decision on a find-
ing by the US government that Mr. Bin
Salman enjoyed sovereign immunity.

On another note, the Chinese report
predicted that China and the Arab world
would continue to support each other’s
counterterrorism and deradicalisation
policies. In stressing counterterrorism
and deradicalisation, the report suggest-
ed that Gulf silence, and in the case of
Saudi Arabia, endorsement of Mr. Xi’s
brutal crackdown on Turkic Muslims
in the north-western Chinese province
of Xinjiang, reflected a more complex
balance of power in the Chinese-Gulf re-
lationship. In other words, Gulf acquies-
cence is more than simply wanting to en-
sure that the region stays on China’s right
side or seeking to shield autocracy from
criticism as the preferred political system
in both parts of the world. Because the
crackdown targets Islam as a faith, not
just Turkic Muslims as a minority, Gulf
support offers China badly needed Mus-
lim endorsement, particularly from Saudi
Arabia, the custodian of Islam’s two ho-
liest cities, Mecca and Medina. In doing
S0, the support enhances Gulf leverage in
relations with China. At the same time,
China’s framing of the crackdown as a
fight against extremism, terrorism, and
separatism legitmises the clampdown
by Saudi Arabia and the UAE on any
expression of political Islam. For Mr.
Gargash, the UAE diplomatic advisor,
the Gulf’s ties to the United States and
China fit neatly into a box. “Our trade
relations increasingly look to the East,
while our primary security and invest-
ment relations are in the West,” Mr.
Gargash said. The official did not men-
tion increasingly close political ties to
China, like in the case of Xinjiang or the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, and that is
where things potentially get messy

Target Kidnaping in the Philippines

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

These are mostly young
people, in their 20s, with
little job prospects in Chi-
na,” said Ben Lee. Some
are lured to the Philip-
pines with the promise of
high-paying jobs in pres-
tigious tech companies,
but upon arrival they dis-
cover they will be working
for an online gambling
platform and paid a frac-
tion of what they were
promised, he added.

hinese women are reportedly being

targeted in a new wave of gambling-re-

lated kidnappings in the Philippines,
alarming Beijing’s ambassadors in Manila
and the local Filipino Chinese community.
The Philippine Daily Inquirer reported that
the Chinese Embassy has also investigated
and verified specific cases to protect the
legitimate rights and interests of Chinese
citizens in the country.The victims are
“mostly Chinese women, and recently Cam-
bodian and Vietnamese,” said Teresita Ang-
See, founding president of the Movement for
the Restoration of Peace and Order (MRPO).
Several organized crime syndicates focusing
exclusively on kidnap for ransoms operate in
and around the National Capital Region. Some
criminal groups target workers or customers
of POGO companies, Chinese nationals, East
and South Asian expatriates, shortterm
travelers, and members of the Chinese-Fili-
pino business community and their families.
Criminal abductions of Westerners occur less
frequently, though the threat remains. Most
victims are rescued by authorities or released
unharmed relatively quickly after the abduc-
tors receive a ransom payment. In the past
three years, the Philippines has emerged as a
major hub for online gaming, according to Fil-
ipino officials, attracting more than 100,000
Chinese nationals who work in virtual casi-
nos catering to players back in China where
gambling is illegal. The online casinos gener-
ate tax revenue and desperately needed jobs
in Manila’s crowded downtown area. But at
the same time, they’ve pushed up rents and
created new challenges for the Philippine Na-
tional Police. Online gaming platforms allow
players to gamble remotely. They sign up,
choose a game and it is played over a lives-
tream in another jurisdiction. Manila has be-
come the number one hotspot worldwide for
online gaming, in front of Malta, the Isle of
Man and Curacao, according to David Lee, a

lawyer at Taiwanese firm Lin & Partners who
specializes in gaming laws. “The Philippines
pioneered online casinos in the early 2000s,
when Cagayan, a province to the north of the
country, started awarding licenses to a hand-
ful of operators,” explains Ben Lee, the found-
er of GamiX, a Macao-based consultancy firm
focused on the gaming industry in Asia. “But
they really took off in 2016, when President
Rodrigo Duterte came into office.”

Duterte handed the right to issue offshore
gambling licenses to the Philippine Amuse-
ment and Gaming Corporation (PAGCOR), a
government entity that operates casinos and
regulates the industry. “It began to aggressive-
ly develop the industry by awarding dozens
of licenses,” said lawyer David Lee. Chinese
businessmen were quick to seize the opportu-
nity and the number of POGOs mushroomed.
Last November, Manila expelled hundreds
of Chinese nationals who had been arrested
in a series of raids against online gaming op-
erations and other cybercrimes in Palawan
province, for allegedly working illegally in the
country, according to CNN Philippines. Many
Chinese nationals working in the Philippine
casino industry are attracted by the promise
of jobs not available at home, experts say.
“These are mostly young people, in their 20s,
with little job prospects in China,” said Ben
Lee. Some are lured to the Philippines with
the promise of high-paying jobs in prestigious
tech companies, but upon arrival they discov-
er they will be working for an online gambling
platform and paid a fraction of what they
were promised, he added. “The workers fre-
quently have their passports confiscated, are
crammed 10 to a room meant for three to four
people and have to work 12-hour shifts, with
only one day off per month,” said Pitlo. On the
job, they are expected to approach prospec-
tive players in social media chat groups and
convince them to give online gaming a try, ac-
cording to Lee. Once players are hooked, they

are encouraged to wager increasing amounts
of money, he added. POGOs cater to foreign
customers and thus employ foreign nationals
as customer service representatives to “effec-
tively invite players and attend to their needs
and concerns,” the PAGCOR spokeswoman
said. Most of these foreigners are Chinese
nationals, she said. “But we can’t categorically
say they are based in China or are targeting
players in China,” she added. “They might be
catering to Mandarin speaking people in other
countries “In their free time, their Chinese em-
ployees often gamble at the casinos and end up
in debt,” explained Elmer Cereno, a spokesman
for the Philippine National Police-Anti Kidnap-
ping Group. “They are then approached by loan
sharks who offer to lend them money. “When
they fail to pay it back, the loan sharks kidnap
them and try to get ransom from their relatives
back home, he said. On October 2019, police
rescued two Chinese POGO workers, whose
families had been asked to pay ransoms ranging
between 68,000 yuan and 80,000 yuan (about
$9,800 to $11,500) for their release, according
to a summary of the case seen by CNN. They
had been abducted from a hotel six days ear-
lier and held by five Chinese nationals in an
office building in Taguig, a suburb south of
Manila. Between January 2017 and October
2019, Philippine police dealt with 65 cases of
kidnap-forransom involving POGO workers
or casino customers, leading to the arrests
of 132 people, according to an official tally
provided to CNN by the Philippines police.
“Almost all the victims and perpetrators were
Chinese nationals,” said Cereno. Manila has its
own concerns about the industry, with top offi-
cials suggesting that the influx of Chinese work-
ers could turn to spying, posing a risk to national
security. “You would also start getting worried
when a whole building, a condominium tower
is occupied by only one nationality where you
might not be able to guard their activities,” Phil-
ippine National Security Adviser Hermogenes

Esperon, Jr. said in July 2019.

The recent kidnapping cases led by Chinese
are getting worse and worse! A Chinese nation-
al who is working in Philippine just released a
guess how much to kidnap a Filipino Chinese to
remind everyone to be wary of being used as a
“walking peso”; Unexpectedly, because of the
incentive of the high kidnapping reward, these
scum without convergence, but intensified, is
bound!. The worst areas of kidnapping are now
concentrated in Makati and Pasay, as these two
places have a large number of gaming parks and
homes, such as 1322, TechZone, and some bars
popular with Chinese people. As long as you
dare to step out of your house, the chance of
being randomly kidnapped in the street is very
high! And this rampant army of kidnappers is
said to be from Cambodia up to a thousand peo-
ple! Some abductees said they were scared to
escape: “On July 22, I am Angelina, angel city
is in the van slammed to a car, get in the car
after I had a meal with blindfold my eyes, with
handcuffs handcuff me, after 15 minutes I was
taken to a village, in after they took me 80000
pesos, and my We Chat borrow money from
friends and relatives, with my pay treasure
to loans, After two days of signed, they per-
secute me and forced me to record video to
their borrowing 1 million yuan for commercial
turnover, he ask my family to 1 million yuan,
with a gun on my head, my family have got
560000 yuan, the last is powerless, they open
video beat me in front of my family, If you
don’t pay off a million dollars, 100,000 for
one hand.”Here has been more than one
victim broke the news, kidnappers from the
northeast, Hunan, we do not say that the re-
gion is black, but vigilance is better! Now in
the Philippines, no Chinese can be trusted.
Chinese Embassy in Manila urged Philippine
agencies to strengthen law enforcement.
It also reminded Chinese citizens to “stay
away from immoral activities” and avoid on-
line gambling and telecom fraud.
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From Pack 01
the state’s and not think-
ing about holding general
elections, then new govern-
ments should be formed
in both provinces before
Ramadan.” The former
foreign minister said PTI
does not want anarchy in
the state and wishes to
“end the differences” that
have taken place in the last
eight months, hinting at the
party’s worsening relations
with the establishment.
Qureshi said that the PTI
leadership, including Khan,
believe that the incumbent
government has lost the
trust of the business com-
munity as well as the agricul-
turists. “The growth figures
are dropping — whether it
be industrial production,
private sector investment,
or any other indicator —
which shows that the econ-
omy is deteriorating.”
Cash-strapped Pakistan is
currently waiting for funds
from the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) as cata-
clysmic floods, depleting
foreign exchange reserves
and depreciating currency
adversely affected the eco-
nomic situation in Pakistan.
In the meeting today, the
party also appreciated the
Supreme Court’s decision
to take suo motu notice of
senior journalist Arshad
Sharif’s murder, PTI’s vice
chairman said. Qureshi said
a fact-finding report has also
been presented before the
five-member SC bench. “We
believe that justice should
be done in this case and the
human rights violations that
have been taking place were
unprecedented.”

Marriyum
slams Imran
over ‘dirty
politics’

From Pace 01

the national interests. She
said that the Prime Minis-
ter of Azad Kashmir, at the
instigation of Imran Khan,
indulged in a regrettable act
during the Mangla Dam re-
furbishment project ceremo-
ny. Imran Khan, for the sake
of bolstering his sinking pol-
itics, stooped to a mean and
reprehensible trick of giving
a negative colour to an event
of Azad Kashmir and Paki-
stan’s progress.

What else can be expect-
ed from an “artisan” who
harmed national interests
by changing the minutes of
the cipher, she said while
referring to the so called
foreign intervention claim
of Imran. The minister
lamented that Prime Minis-
ter of Azad Kashmir neither
cared about his position
and nor did he care about
the sensitivity of the Kash-
mir issue. She said it was
not appropriate to use the
Kashmir issue for personal
and political interests.

IHC orders
to include US
Ambasador
in Aafia Case

From Pace 01
they had written a letter to
American Justice Depart-
ment inquiring about Dr
Aafia’s mental and physical
health. He further asked if
Pakistani Ambassador in
the US could assist. The
court while ordering for-
eign ministry representa-
tive to submit report with
Foreign Minister and For-
eign Secretary’s signature
in the court and adjourned
the hearing till January 20.
In 2003, Siddiqui was want-
ed by the FBI for question-
ing for possible ties to al
Qaeda and was detained
by Pakistani authorities,
according to U.S. media re-
ports at the time.

U.S. officials alleged that
when the Afghan police
captured Siddiqui in July
2008, she was carrying
two pounds (900 grams)
of sodium cyanide, which
releases a highly toxic gas,
notes that referred to a
mass casualty attack, and a
list of U.S. landmarks.
Siddiqui was never
charged with links to ter-
rorism. The FBI agents,
U.S. soldiers, and inter-
preters said that as they
were about to interrogate
her at an Afghan police
compound in Ghazni, Af-
ghanistan, she grabbed a
rifle and began shooting at
them. None of them were
wounded, but Siddiqui was
shot in the abdomen when
they returned fire.

Bangladesh stun India
to clinch ODI series

All-rounder was unbeaten on 100, adding 148 runs for the seventh wicket alongside
former captain Mahmudullah (77) after Indian bowlers left them reeling on 69-6

DNA

DHAKA: Bangladesh stunned India by five
runs during the second one-day interna-
tional (ODI) of the series on Wednesday in
Mirpur. With the win, the Tigers took an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-match se-
ries. Indian skipper Rohit Sharma’s heroics
were in vain as India failed to chase down
a target of 272 runs. It must be noted
that Rohit Sharma injured his hand while
taking a catch and went off the field for
scans. He was later seen with a heavily
bandaged thumb in the dressing room.
However, Sharma came out all guns blaz-
ing to play an impressive unbeaten knock
of 51 runs in 28 balls. Although, his innings
was not enough to take his side over the
line. India were restricted to 266-9 in their
allotted 50 overs with Ebadot Hossain
claiming figures of 3-45. Shreyas Iyer and
Axar Patel also scored fifties for the visi-
tors. Earlier, Mehidy Hasan Miraz hit his
maiden ODI century to help Bangladesh
recover and post 271-7 against India.

The all-rounder was unbeaten on 100, add-

ing 148 runs for the seventh wicket along-
side former captain Mahmudullah (77) after
the Indian bowlers left them reeling on 69-
6. Mehidy hit eight fours and four sixes in
his 83-ball knock, reaching his hundred on
the final ball of the innings. India “s Moham-
med Siraj led the attack after he removed
the openers and fellow quick Umran Malik,
who also took two, soon joined forces to
push Bangladesh onto the backfoot. Mys-
tery spinner Washington Sundar struck
three times in seven deliveries including
the key wickets of Shakib Al Hasan (eight)
and Mushfiqur Rahim (12).

But Mehidy, who went past his previous ODI
best of 81 not out with two successive fours
off Umran, joined Mahmudullah to thwart
the opposition attack and rebuild the in-
nings. Mehidy hit a couple of sixes en route
to his third ODI fifty and soon after Mahmud-
ullah got his 27th half-century. The duo
then shifted gears with regular bound-
aries. The partnership was the highest
seventh-wicket stand against India by any
team in 50-over matches and was finally
broken when Umran, a tearaway quick,
got Mahmudullah caught behind.
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CNS all Pakistan squash

c’ship

held at Pakistan Navy Ro-
shan Khan Jahangir Khan
Squash Complex, Karachi.
Commander Karachi Rear
Admiral Mian Zakirullah
Jan graced the occasion as
Chief Guest and declared

Sports DESK

KARACHI: The opening
ceremony of 1st Chief of
the Naval Staff All Pakistan
Squash Championship was

2022 co

mmences

o every alternate year. The
event will prove to be instru-
mental in promoting Squash
at National level and will
also provide an opportunity
to domestic players to show
their professional acumen.
The tournament director
also appreciated the play-
ers, officials, sponsors
and Commander Karachi
for their support and pres-
ence during this mega
event. The Championship
will be held from 6-10 De-
cember 2022 and will com-
prise of 54 matches.

Top national players will be
seen in action during the
event. Players from across
the country comprising 28

the Championship open.
Earlier during his welcome
address Tournament Direc-

Men and 28 Women are par-
ticipating in this Champion-
ship. The opening ceremo-

tor Commodore Tauqeer
Ahmad Khawaja said that
the National Squash tour-
nament will be organized

ny was attended by a large
number of civil & military
dignitaries, sponsors and
senior squash players.

Griezmann
flourishing in new

role for France

DOHA: While Kylian Mbappe dominates the headlines for
France, Antoine Griezmann’s performances in a new mid-
field role have also been crucial for the holders on their
run to Saturday’s World Cup quarter-final against England.
Griezmann had a difficult start to the season at Atletico
Madrid and has not scored in Qatar, leaving Mbappe and
Olivier Giroud to provide the goals as France seek to be-
come the first team in 60 years to successfully defend the
World Cup. It all seems a world away from Euro 2016,
when Griezmann was the tournament top scorer with six
goals as France, the hosts, reached the final only to lose in
extra time to Portugal. That was seen as just the start for
an exciting team known as the “Griezmann Generation”
but it was the emergence of Mbappe that helped them go
one step further and win the 2018 World Cup.

Griezmann has since adapted and become more of a sup-
port player to France’s biggest star. Now the clinical fin-
isher who averages almost a goal every second game for
Atletico is part of a midfield three at international level. It
is a case of needs must for coach Didier Deschamps, who
lost the key midfield pair of Paul Pogba and N’Golo Kante to
injury prior to the tournament, before forward Karim Ben-
zema withdrew after arriving in Qatar. As a result, France
have lined up in a 4-3-3 at this World Cup, with Ousmane
Dembele and Mbappe flanking Giroud in attack, while
Griezmann operates to the right of a midfield three with
Aurelien Tchouameni and Adrien Rabiot. “My role is quite
free,” said Griezmann, who has 42 goals for his country but
none now in 13 appearances going back to November last
year. “With three players in front of me, I have more pos-
sibilities and more choices. Maybe I am not as close to the
opposition area. I am not going to have 50 shots on goal
per game but I am not worried about scoring goals. - DNA

DOHA: FIFA President Gianni Infantino has heaped mas-
sive praise on the FIFA World Cup 2022 group stage, la-
belling it as the “best ever”. Sensational upsets occurred
during the tournament’s initial round, with Saudi Arabia’s
victory over Argentina constituting the first significant
shock. Morocco defeated Belgium and tied with Croatia
to win their pool, while Japan also defeated Germany and
Spain to win their group. The last 16 included teams from
Africa, Asia, and North America. Infantino claimed that
there has never been a tournament more dramatic as the
last round of matches, where qualification for the last 16
came down to the wire in some of the groups.

“I have seen all the matches, indeed, and put very simply
and very clearly, this has been the best group stage of a FIFA
World Cup ever. So, it’s very promising for the remainder
of the FIFA World Cup,” Infantino said. “The matches have
been of great, great quality in beautiful stadiums - we knew
that already. However, as well, the public who was there was
incredible. Over 51,000 on average.” Moreover, the round of
16 of the FIFA World Cup also saw a major upset on Tues-
day as Morocco stunned Spain on penalties to qualify for the
quarter-final, where they will clash with Portugal.

On Wednesday, Infantino expressed his satisfaction with
the number of fans packing the nation’s stadiums and fan
zones and his prediction that the final TV viewership num-
bers would surpass five billion. “At the end [of the day, we
simply want to give some joy and some smiles to people all
over the world,” he added. “That’s what football is about,
that’s what the World Cup is about, and that’s what should
also happen from now until the end. We have already seen
some great action on the field, which, [ultimately], is the
most important part of what you do.” - DNA

England crush West Indies
to secure ODI series win

DNA

LONDON: England thrashed West Indies
by 142 runs to secure a dominant one-day
international series win in Antigua. Chasing
261, the hosts were bowled out for 118 with
Lauren Bell taking her best international
figures of 4-33. Bell and Kate Cross, who
took 2-35, tore through a fragile West Indies
batting line-up as the hosts slipped to 49-5
inside the first 10 overs of their chase. It
was another extremely one-sided encounter,
with England taking an unassailable 2-0 lead
in the three-match series. England's 260 all
out looked below par at the halfway stage,
after they chose to bat first on a flat pitch
on which they scored 307 two days ago. So-
phia Dunkley made 55 and Amy Jones was
left stranded on 70 not out as West Indies
put in a much-improved display with the ball
and in the field - captain Hayley Matthews
leading the way with 3-50. Opener Emma
Lamb was run out for 25 on her return to
the side as she replaced Alice Capsey, who
has returned to the UK after breaking her
collarbone in the first ODI. But the hosts'
batting crumbled once again, with Rashada
Williams' unbeaten half-century the only
contribution of more than 20. Bell took
two wickets in the first over, including the
prized wicket of Matthews, to spark a dra-
matic West Indies collapse, and spinners
Sophie Ecclestone and Charlie Dean took

two wickets apiece to complete the win.

Luka Modiric: Croatia’s Gﬂlllllllﬂl‘ in his last World Gup

Modric is still the heartbeat of the team g
expects the 37-year-old to be involved at jf4

DOHA: Luka Modric said before arriving in
Qatar that this World Cup would likely be
his last major tournament and he has again
orchestrated another deep run for Croatia.
The veteran midfielder’s side will face their
biggest challenge yet when they take on
Brazil in the quarterfinals on Friday.

The five-time champions sent out a warning
to their fellow title hopefuls with a wonder-
ful first-half display in their 4-1 victory over
South Korea in the last 16. But Croatia, the
2018 World Cup finalists, are likely to pose
a far tougher test for the Selecao - seven of
their past eight major tournament knockout
ties have gone to extra time. Modric is still
the heartbeat of the team and coach Zlatko

Dalic has said he expects the 37-year-old to in his home
be involved at next year’s Nations League nation after a
finals. But the Real Madrid midfielder does  16-year inter-

not see himself playing at a fifth World Cup,
20 years after his first, in 2026 in the Unit-
ed States, Canada and Mexico. “I’'m aware
that I'm of a certain age and that this is my
last competition in the Croatian national
team,” he told FIFA before the tournament.
Modric still toils selflessly in midfield but
was clearly fading when he was substituted

appearances.

in extra-time of Croatia’s last-16 win'%g
over Japan on penalties. The Balkan Ji
nation will be counting on him to dig %8
deep again, though, as he looks to i
replicate the form that helped Croa-
tia reach the final in Moscow in 2018,
where they lost 4-2 to France.
“When you see people
like Luka Modric run-
ning and dying on
the pitch, it gives us
younger players ex-
tra energy to run,” &
said full-back Jo- i
sip Juranovic.
Modric is a hero

national career
in which he
has made 159

trophy cabinet includes five
Champions League titles with
Real Madrid. Modric broke
Lionel Messi and Cristiano

|

His

/ according  to
those close to
him. “It happened
a million times that
we were going to train-
ing as the shells were fall-
|ing, and we were running
| to shelters,” said child-

_and coach Zlatko Dalic has said he
next year’s Nations League finals

Ronaldo’s 10-year grip on
4\ the Ballon d’Or in 2018,
when he also won the World
Cup player of the tournament
& award. Modric grew up dur-
¥ ing Croatia’s war of independ-
ence, between 1991 and
1995, during which
his hometown, Za-
dar, and the sur-
rounding region

hood friend Marijan Buljat, who trained and
played with Modric while growing up.

“It is certainly one of the factors that con-
tributed... that drove him to become one of
the best in the world.” Modric’s grandfather,
after whom Luka was named, was killed by
Serb forces, the house was burned out and
the family fled to Zadar, 40 kilometres (25
miles) away. “I'm sad that he (grandfather)
didn’t get to see at least something of what
I've achieved,” Modric told FIFA. It was in

were heavily = Zadar that Modric, born in 1985, began his
L, VR shelled by Serb  footballing odyssey, catching the eye.
ﬁm forces. Those “I heard about a little hyperactive boy con-
experiences stantly playing with a football in the corri-
shaped Modric’s  dor of a refugee hotel, even going to sleep
character and with it,” said Josip Bajlo, who was then
made him men-  coach at NK Zadar. Modric left Zadar as a
| tally strong, teenager for Dinamo Zagreb and moved to

Premier League club Tottenham in 2008,
where he stayed for four years before mov-
ing to Spain. Trees now grow inside the
roofless ruin of his grandparents’ house, in
the hinterland of the coastal town of Zadar.
“Mines - Keep out!” warns a sign next to
the house, lying on a mountain road wind-
ing through the Modrici hamlet. - APP

SC orders
new JIT
in Arshad
killing case

From Pace 01

Intelligence Bureau, and
Federal Investigation Agen-
cy. The CJP observed that
the court wanted the inves-
tigation to be conducted
by senior and independent
officers. The JIT members
should be experts in under-
standing the case and bring-
ing evidence from other
countries, and if necessary,
support from international
organizations including the
United Nations should be
provided by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, he added.
He ordered that all the in-
formation should be shared
with the family of Arshad
Sharif. The chief justice said
the court wanted to ensure
that competent and quali-
fied officers do their work
according to the law.
A journalist told the court
that the police did not be-
have properly with Arshad
Sharif’s family. On this, the
chief justice said that the
court would look into the
matter after hearing the
stance of Arshad Sharif’s
mother. The Additional At-
torney General said the in-
vestigation team received in-
formation from the Kenyan
authorities. A meeting was
held with the three Kenyan
police officers who had fired
bullets while the fourth offi-
cial was injured, he added.

Japan
pledges USD
38.9 million

From Pace 01
resilient disaster manage-
ment, thereby contributing
to “Build Back Better” in
Pakistan. The Government
of Japan provided USD 7
million as an emergency
grant to address the imme-
diate impact of the floods
in September 2022. The
Government of Japan, with
a long-standing partnership
with Pakistan, stands ready
to support the people of Pa-
kistan to overcome the on-
going humanitarian crisis.

Pakistanis are
passionate for
food, reveals
Google

ISLAMABAD: International
search engine Google has
published its Yearly Search
report which epitomized the
biggest developments in Pa-
kistan for 2022. Pakistan’s
passion for food was reflect-
ed in the search categories,
with desi cuisine dominating
the rankings. The searches
showed that Pakistanis have
had a wide range of inter-
ests during the course of the
year, with a focus on politics,
well-known figures, govern-
mental projects, current
events, entertainment, tech-
nology and of course food.
According to an APP report,
Pakistanis were contrib-
uting to Beijing’s diverse
food culture as well. People
in Pakistan celebrated all
significant holidays in 2022
with ease despite COVID-19
limitations and used Google
to look out for contempo-
rary recipes and a variety
of culinary items. Pakistani
restaurants present one of
the tastiest cuisines in the
world based on a long histor-
ic tradition and cooking ex-
cellence. Pakistani cuisines
are not only popular among
native customers but also
liked by Chinese people.
Similarly, a private TV chan-
nel reported that the Royal
Nawaab chain of restau-
rants in the UK offers over
100 dishes at its sprawling
two locations in London and
Manchester. No other Indi-
an, Pakistani or Bangladeshi
restaurant anywhere in the
UK or Western Europe of-
fers this range of buffets to
its customers. - APP

China
launches new

test satellite

ISLAMABAD: China suc-
cessfully sent a new test
satellite into space from the
Jiuquan Satellite Launch
Center in northwest China
on Wednesday. The VHF
Data Exchange System
(VDES) test satellite was
launched by a Kuaizhou-11
Y2 carrier rocket at 9:15
a.m. (Beijing Time) and en-
tered the planned orbit.
The satellite will be mainly
used for communications
tests and key technologies
verification of the VDES
and the automatic identifi-
cation system (AIS), ecns.
cn reported.

It was the 23rd flight mis-
sion of the Kuaizhou-11
rockets, according to the
launch center. - APP
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WASHINGTON: A US fed-
eral judge has dismissed a
lawsuit against Saudi Ara-
bia’s crown prince and de
facto ruler, Mohammed bin
Salman (MBS), over his
role in the 2018 murder of
dissident journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, after Washing-
ton decided to provide him
with immunity in the case.
US District Judge John D.
Bates gave the order on
Tuesday despite what he
called “credible allegations”
of the crown prince’s in-
volvement in Khashoggi’s
murder. Bates expressed
uneasiness in making the
decision, but said he had
no power to reject the US
government’s official stance
that the prince had immuni-
ty as a foreign head of state.
The federal judge said that
the suit filed by the ‘slain’
journalist’s widow had
“strong and “meritorious”
argument that the prince
was behind the murder, but
Washington’s finding that
bin Salman was immune left
him no choice but to dismiss
the prince as a plaintiff.

He also dismissed the two
other Saudi plaintiffs, say-
ing the US court lacked
jurisdiction over them. The
civil lawsuit was filed in 2020
by Hatice Cengiz, the fiancée
of Khashoggi, and Democra-
cy for the Arab World Now
(DAWN), a human rights
organization he founded be-
fore his death, in the federal
district court of Washington
DC. It said Khashoggi, a US
resident and Washington Post
columnist, was tortured, mur-
dered, and dismembered on
the orders of bin Salman.
Agencies

Killer of anti-
apartheid
hero Hani

freed on

parole

JOHANNESBURG  :South
Africa on Wednesday re-
leased on parole Janusz
Walus, a farright Polish im-
migrant who in 1993 shot
dead anti-apartheid hero
Chris Hani, after a postpone-
ment due to an attack inside
prison. Justice and Correc-
tional Services Minister
Ronald Lamola “has placed
offender... Walus on parole
under strict conditions with
effect from Wednesday,”
the government said in a
statement. A spokesman
confirmed that this meant
Walus had been released, in
line with a decision by the
Constitutional Court.

He will serve two years un-
der community corrections
in line with the parole re-
gime upon which he is re-
leased,” the statement said.
Last month’s court decision
sparked fierce protests from
the ruling African Nation-
al Congress (ANC) and its
ally in the struggle against
apartheid, the South African
Communist Party, which Hani
had led. Walus was being held
at the Kgosi Mampuru II Cor-
rectional Centre in Pretoria
prior to the court’s announce-
ment. But a week after the
ruling, he was stabbed by an-
other inmate while queueing
for food. -DNA

Mozambique
ex-president’s
son jailed

MAPUTO :A Mozambican
court on Wednesday sen-
tenced two ex-spy bosses
and the son of a former
president to 12 years each
for their part in a corruption
scandal in which the gov-
ernment sought to conceal
huge debts, triggering finan-
cial havoc. The former head
of security and intelligence,
Gregorio Leao; the head of
the security service’s eco-
nomic intelligence division,
Antonio do Rosario; and
ex-president Armando Gue-
buza’s son Ndambi Guebuza
were among 19 defendants
accused in the country’s
biggest graft scandal. Eight
defendants were acquitted
while the rest were handed
terms ranging between 10
and 12 years in a verdict
that took the judge a week
to read out. “The crimes
committed have brought
consequences whose effects
will last for generations,”
said Judge Efigenio Bapti-
sta, addressing a packed
courtroom located on
the grounds of a high-se-
curity jail in the capital
Maputo. The scandal
arose after state-owned
companies in the impover-
ished country illicitly bor-
rowed $2 billion (1.9 billion
euros) in 2013.—DNA

Germany busts far-right cell
plotting to ‘overthrow state’

Suspects were aware that their plan “could only be realised by using mili-
tary means and violence against state representatives,” prosecutors said

FRANKFURT: German po-
lice staged nationwide raids
on Wednesday and arrested
25 people suspected of be-
longing to a far-right “terror
cell” plotting to overthrow
the government and attack
parliament. Around 3,000
officers including elite an-
ti-terror units took part in
the early morning raids and
searched more than 130
properties, in what Ger-
man media described as
one of the country’s largest
police actions ever against
extremists. The raids tar-
geted alleged members of
the “Citizens of the Reich”
(Reichsbuerger) movement
suspected of “having made
concrete preparations to
violently force their way
into the German parliament
with a small armed group”,
federal prosecutors said in
a statement. Those arrest-

ed are accused of having
formed “a terrorist group
by the end of November
2021 at the latest, which
had set itself the goal of
overcoming the existing
state order in Germany and
replacing it with their own
kind of state”, they said.
Two of the 25 arrests were
made abroad, in Austria
and Italy. The prosecutors
in Karlsruhe said they had
identified a further 27 peo-
ple as suspected members
or supporters of the terror
network. “The accused are
united by a deep rejection
of state institutions and
the free, democratic basic
order of the Federal Repub-
lic of Germany,” they said.
The Reichsbuerger move-
ment includes neo-Nazis,
conspiracy theorists and
gun enthusiasts who reject
the legitimacy of the mod-

ern German republic. Its
followers generally believe
in the continued existence
of the pre-World War I
German Reich, or empire,
under a monarchy and sev-
eral groups have declared
their own states. Long dis-
missed as malcontents and
oddballs, the Reichshuerger
have become increasingly
radicalised in recent years
and are seen as a growing
security threat. The inves-
tigation gave “a look into
the abyss” of far-right terror
from the movement, Interi-
or Minister Nancy Faeser
said in a statement. Accord-
ing to prosecutors, the ter-
ror cell suspects believe in
Reichsbuerger and QAnon
conspiracy theories and are
“strongly convinced” that
Germany is run by a “deep
state” that needs to be top-
pled. The suspects were

aware that their plan “could
only be realised by using
military means and violence
against state representa-
tives,” prosecutors said.

They allegedly planned to
appoint one of the arrested
suspects, identified by local
media as aristocrat and busi-
nessman Prince Heinrich
XIII Reuss, as Germany’s
new leader after the coup.
Heinrich XIII had already
sought to make contact with
Russian officials to discuss
Germany’s “new state or-
der” after the coup, prose-
cutors said. There was how-
ever “no indication that the
contact persons responded
positively to his request.”
A Russian woman named
only as Vitalia B., who was
among those arrested on
Wednesday, is suspected of
having facilitated those con-
tacts, prosecutors added.

The Russian  embassy
in Berlin said it did “not
maintain  contacts  with
representatives of terror-
ist groups or other illegal
entities”, according to a
statement carried by Rus-
sian news agencies. As
part of the preparations
for the coup, members of
the alleged terror cell ac-
quired weapons, organised
shooting practice and tried
to recruit new followers,
particularly among the mil-
itary and police, according
to prosecutors. Former
soldiers are believed to be
among the members of the
recently established terror
group, they said. An ex-MP
for the farright AfD party,
, was also among those ac-
cused of being part of the
plot, according to German
media reports.

Justice  Minister Marco

Buschmann praised on
Twitter the dismantling of
the “suspected terror cell”,
saying it showed that Ger-
many was able to defend
its democracy. Germany’s
domestic intelligence ser-
vice estimates that the Re-
ichsbuerger scene consists
of around 20,000 people. Of
those, more than 2,000 are
deemed potentially violent.
Germany considers far-
right terrorism the biggest
threat to its security fol-
lowing a spate of attacks
in recent years. In April,
police foiled a plot by a far-
right group to kidnap the
health minister. The group
was affiliated with the Re-

ichsbuerger movement
and the so-called “Querden-
ker” (Lateral Thinkers)

group that opposed the gov-
ernment’s coronavirus-re-
lated shutdowns.

Largest-ever Pak-Australia
parliamentary friendship

DNA

CANBERRA: The largest-ev-
er Australia-Pakistan Parlia-
mentary Friendship Group
with 38 members has been
established at the 47th Par-
liament of Australia.

The group comprises mem-
bers from both the Houses
of the Australian Parlia-
ment - the Senate and the
House of Representatives
with representation from all
the Australian States. The
Parliamentary = Friendship
Group is chaired by Maria
Vamvakinou MP from the
ruling Australian Labor
Party (ALP), while Rowan
Ramsey MP from the oppo-
sition Liberal Party is the
vice chair. The other mem-
bers of the group include
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Richard
Marles MP, President of
the Senate Senator Susan
Lines, Speaker of the House
of Representatives Dugald
Milton Dick, MP; former
Foreign Minister Senator
Marise Payne and former
Defence Minister Sena-

|

tor Linda Reynolds. High
Commissioner to Australia
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri in
a statement said the estab-
lishment of Pakistan-Aus-
tralia Parliamentary Friend-
ship Groups highlights the
significance of friendly and
cooperative relations be-
tween the two countries.

He said in addition to pro-

group established

22

moting parliamentary coop-
eration, these groups will
also help further strength-
en bilateral relations and
expand cooperation in mul-
tiple areas. Pakistan and
Australia have maintained
friendly and cooperative
relations since the estab-
lishment of diplomatic ties
between the two countries

soon after Pakistan gained
independence in 1947. The
bilateral cooperation over
the past 75 years has ex-
tended to the areas of pol-
itics; trade and investment,
defence and security, science
and technology, social and
economic development, ed-
ucation, agriculture, sports,
tourism, and the environment.
The two countries have estab-
lished multiple institutional
mechanisms to discuss ongo-
ing cooperation and explore
new avenues of future col-
laboration. The presence of
over 100,000 strong Pakistani
Diaspora in Australia acts as a
strong bridge between the two
countries and their peoples. In
Pakistan, both the Senate and
the National Assembly have
separate  Pakistan-Australia
Parliamentary Friendship
Groups. Senator Anwaarul
Haq Kakar is the Convener
of the Group in the Senate,
while Speaker of the National
Assembly Raja Pervez Ashraf,
MNA is the President and
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb, MNA is
the Convener.

EU freezes
cooperation with
Israeli police

Last September, Israel and the
EU signed a draft agreement to
improve the transfer of intelli-

gence information

JERUSALEM: The European Union has frozen coopera-
tion with the Israeli police due to concerns regarding the
upcoming government’s policy, according to Israeli media
on Wednesday. Last September, Israel and the EU signed
a draft agreement to improve the transfer of intelligence
information. The deal, however, needs approval by the
European Parliament. “The EU informed Israeli Ambas-
sador Haim Regev that it will, for the time being, stop pro-
moting a draft agreement for intelligence cooperation be-
tween the Israeli police and the European Police Agency,
Europol,” Haaretz newspaper said, citing well-informed
sources. Regev was handed the suspension decision last
Friday, according to the newspaper. Israeli officials told
Haaretz that the decision is the first European indication
that the change in Israeli policy in the occupied West Bank
will harm cooperation with the EU. On Monday, the head
of the EU’s Law Enforcement Cooperation Unit, Rob
Rosenberg, said “the final agreement may include minor
exceptions” limited to “the situation of material threats
and the need to protect the civilian population.” Accord-
ing to Haaretz, the emerging agreement is expected to
include a clause preventing Israel from using any informa-
tion it receives from Europe in the Palestinian territories
occupied in 1967. International law views both the West
Bank and East Jerusalem as “occupied territories” and
considers all Jewish settlement-building activity there as
illegal. Israeli Prime Minister-designate Benjamin Netan-
yahu agreed to offer far-right politician Itamar Ben-Gvir
the portfolio of the national security minister in the new
government, a move that sparked regional and interna-

tional concerns.—DNA

Tiirkiye hails US move
to exclude conditions
on F-16 sale

ISTANBUL: Tiirkiye on Wednesday hailed the recent US
move to exclude certain provisions in the final text of the US
defense budget on the sale of F-16s to Ankara. Speaking at
a joint press conference with his Moldovan counterpart
Nicu Popescu in Istanbul, Foreign Minister Mevlut Ca-
vusoglu said: “In the end, the absence of a negative
element (in the bill) is a positive development. We wel-
come this.” Amendments introduced in the US House
of Representatives, making sales of F-16 fighter jets
to Tiirkiye contingent on a series of conditions were
removed in the final defense spending bill. Approval
of this bill and completion of purchases would serve
“everyone’s interest,” Cavusoglu said, adding that the
process needs to be finalized “as soon as possible.” The
move came after two amendments introduced by Dem-
ocratic senators, Bob Menendez and Chris Van Hollen,
tying F-16 sales to Tiirkiye on some conditions were
removed from the Senate version of the annual US

defense spending bill.

The amendments sought

to impose several restrictions on the sale of F-16s
and modernization kits to Tiirkiye, including not
to use the fighter jets to violate Greek airspace
and requiring the Biden administration to certify that
the sale would be in national interest.

After the Senate passes the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, it will be made into a joint text with
a previous version passed within the House of Repre-
sentatives before it is sent to President Joe Biden’s
desk to be signed into law.—Agencies

Baku (;alls on WOI'.ld to take .action
against Armenian vandalism

BAKU: Azerbaijani Hu-
man Rights Commissioner
Sabina Aliyeva called on
international and national
communities to take le-
gal responsibility against
Armenia in regard to the
destruction of Azerbaijani
graves in the liberated Zan-
gilan District, Azernews
reports per Ombudswom-
an’s Office. A video of
deliberately destroyed by
Armenians of Azerbaijani
graves and tombstones
in a cemetery was posted
on social networks, the
statement elaborated. “We
strongly condemn the de-
struction and desecration
of religious monuments
and cemeteries in the
liberated territories of
Azerbaijan, as well as the
mining of these territo-
ries, and once again call on
regional and international
organizations, and nation-
al human rights institu-

tions to take the necessary
measures to establish in-
ternational legal responsi-
bility against the military
and political leadership of
Armenia guilty of commit-
ting such numerous acts of
vandalism,” the ombuds-
woman said. Further, she
stated that all these facts
convincingly prove that
Armenia’s military-politi-
cal leadership carries out
a policy of hatred, enmity,
intolerance, and vandalism
against Azerbaijan on eth-
nic and religious grounds
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for many years.

She pointed out that the bru-
tal destruction of the graves
of Azerbaijanis is a gross vi-
olation of the requirements
of the 1954 Hague Conven-
tion on the Protection of
Cultural Property in Time
of Armed Conflict, the 1972
UNESCO Convention on
the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Herit-
age, and the 1954 European
Cultural Convention. Dur-
ing Armenia’s three-decade-
long occupation, some 900
cemeteries with over a mil-

el

lion graves were decimated.
Azerbaijani gravestones
were even used to build
stairs to Armenian homes.
Car plates of killed and dis-
placed Azerbaijanis were
used to decorate public re-
strooms. Overall, during the
30-year-long occupation 927
libraries with 4.6 million
books, 700 historical mon-
uments, and 22 museums
with 100,000 exhibits were
looted and destroyed by
Armenia. The latter looted
and erased more heritage
than ISIS terrorists in Iraq
and Syria. It is the worst
cultural genocide of the XXI
century, the ombudswoman
said. To erase all traces of
Azerbaijani culture and his-
tory, Armenia systematical-
ly destroyed cultural and
historical monuments. Out
of 67 mosques, 65 were
desecrated and destroyed.
Many mosques were turned
into pigsties.—Agencies

TEHRAN: Iranian President Ehrabim Raei-
si has lambasted the United States for its
hostile and seditious plots against the Is-
lamic Republic, stating that Washington
does not want the country to be strong and
prosperous, and indeed spares no effort to
wreak havoc and destruction on it. Raeisi
made the remarks at Tehran University on
Wednesday on the occasion of the National
Day of University Student, which falls on
December 7 every year and marks the anni-
versary of the murder of three students of
the same university on December 7, 1953
by Iranian police forces in the deposed and
US-backed Pahlavi era. “Americans are rum-
maging around for destruction. They want
Iran to be in ruins rather than to be strong
and robust. They are seeking to have Iran
destroyed just like Syria and Afghanistan.
They have, however, made miscalculations
as erudite and well-informed Iranian men
and women will not allow them to imple-
ment such a scheme,” the Iranian president
pointed out. He added, “They (Americans)
wanted to block our country’s progress; but

we did not let them do so. They proclaimed
we would not be able to trade with our
neighbors unless we acceded to the Finan-
cial Action Task Force (FATF). This is while
we have expanded our interactions with
regional countries and have even activated
regional commercial infrastructure, such
as the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO).” Raeisi went on to highlight that
almost 35,000 people have been maimed
during the 20-year-long US war in Afghani-
stan, expressing surprise that US officials,
irrespective of such a high figure, are still
making bogus allegations about attempts
to offer world nations hope and joy. The
Iranian president also described the US
government as the most authoritarian and
dictatorial administration of all, hailing the
National Day of University Student as a man-
ifestation of the fight against the world’s su-
per dictator, the United States. He strong-
ly denounced the US over creation of the
Daesh Takfiri terrorist group, and supply
of weapons to the terrorists to murder 15
people — including a child and his parents

— and injure 26 others in an attack on the
revered Shah Cheragh holy shrine in the
southern Iranian city of Shiraz on October
26. Elsewhere in his remarks, Raeisi reject-
ed claims that the riots in Iran are a product
of the country’s economic situation, adding
that people refused to support the rioters
after they became aware of the real inten-
tions behind the unrest. He said the incum-
bent Iranian administration will continue
to listen to the grievances of protesters,
including students, adding that he has been

engaged in constant dialogue with students
and the elites of the country since taking of-
fice in August 2021. Foreign-backed riots have
hit various Iranian provinces since 22-year-old
woman Mahsa Amini died at the hospital on
September 16, three days after she collapsed
at a police station. An investigation has attrib-
uted Amini’s death to her medical condition,
rather than alleged beatings by the police.
The violent riots, meanwhile, have claimed
the lives of dozens of people and security forc-
es, while also allowing terrorist attacks across

the country. In the last two months, the ter-

rorists have set fire to public property and tor-
tured several Basij members and security forc-
es to death. On October 26, a Daesh-affiliated
terrorist attacked the Shah Cheragh shrine
in the southern province of Fars before the
evening prayers, killing at least 15 pilgrims
— including a woman and two children — and
injuring 40 others. At least seven people were
also killed after terrorists opened fire at peo-
ple and security forces at a crowded market in
Khuzestan province’s Izeh around sunset on
November 16.—Agencies

LONDON: Britain and the
US on Wednesday forged
a new energy deal that will
enable the US to export
more gas to the UK amid
the war-driven energy crisis.
British Prime  Minister
Rishi Sunak and US Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced
an “energy security and
affordability  partnership”
aiming to reduce Russian
energy exports, stabilize
energy markets, and step up
collaboration on energy effi-
ciency, nuclear, and renewa-
bles. Although the UK was
not dependent on the large
volumes of Russian gas pri-
or to the Russia-Ukraine
war, it was hurt by price
hikes on global markets
as its European neighbors
rushed to fill their storage
facilities and competed for
other supplies. “Under the
deal, the US will strive to ex-
port at least 9-10 billion cubic
metres of liquefied natural
gas (LNG) over the next year
via UK terminals, more than
doubling the level exported
in 2021 and capitalising on
the UK’s leading import in-
frastructure,” according to
a written statement. “Stand-
ing up to (Russian President
Vladimir) Putin, together,”
Sunak said on Twitter. “Togeth-
er the UK and US will ensure
the global price of energy and
the security of our national
supply can never again be
manipulated by the whims
of a failing regime.” He said
the deal will bring down
prices for British consumers
and help end Europe’s de-
pendence on Russian energy
once and for all. The leaders
also agreed to work on green
investments, saying the part-
nership will include interna-
tional investment in clean
energy technologies, from
offshore wind to carbon cap-
ture. —Agencies

US to
increase
military

presence in
Australia

WASHINGTON: The US
is set to further strength-
en its military presence in
South East Asia, with the
Pentagon chief saying the
country will boost the ro-
tational presence of its of
air, land and sea forces in
Australia amid growing ten-
sions with China. Lloyd Aus-
tin announced on Tuesday
after annual talks between
the two allies. “What we’ve
agreed to do is to increase
rotations of air, land and sea
forces, these are rotational
forces obviously, to Austral-
ia,” he said without provid-
ing details on when there
would be an increase in
the rotations or how many
troops, ships and aircraft it
would involve. The United
States is planning to deploy
up to six nuclear-capable
B-52 bombers to an air base
in northern Australia amid
heightened tensions with
China. Thousands of US
Marines rotate through Aus-
tralia’s Northern Territory
annually for training

and joint military exercises.
The US sees Australia as a
vital partner in its efforts to
push back against China in
the Indo-Pacific as analysts
say Canberra could have a
crucial logistical role to play
in the defense of Taiwan
against any move by Beijing
to reclaim the strategic is-
land.—DNA

155 injured
in train
collision near

Barcelona

BARCELONA :More than
150 people were lightly
injured Wednesday when
one train ran into the back
of another at a station near
Barcelona, authorities and
Spain’s Renfe rail operator
said. The SEM regional
emergency services said the
train had been moving very
slowly when the collision
occurred just before 8:00
am (0700 GMT), with most
people suffering bumps
and bruises. A total of 155
people sustained minor
injuries, of which 39 were
taken for further examina-
tion at local health centres
or hospitals, the SEM said
on Twitter. “There was a
collision between two trains
at 7:50 am at the Montcada
i Reixac-Manresa station, on
the line heading into Barce-
lona, that’s to say one train
ran into the back of anoth-
er,” a spokesman for the
state rail operator told AFP.
A regional fire service
spokesman told reporters
said the moving train had hit
a stationary train at Montca-
da station, which lies some
10 kilometres (six miles)
north of Barcelona. -DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia is
committed to avert Pakistan’s
current economic crisis wors-
ened by the recent flood
disaster, as this is crucial for
achieving political stability
and safeguarding national
security, said Kingdom’s for-
mer ambassador to Pakistan,
Dr Ali Awadh Asseri.

“This is clear from Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man’s personal resolve for
not only addressing Paki-
stan’s immediate financial
needs but also guaranteeing
long-term investments in the
energy sector,” he said while
speaking on Wednesday at
the Islamabad Conclave or-
ganised by the Institute of
Strategic Studies, Islamabad.
“I have no doubt that Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has
the ability, courage and will
to take Pakistan forward.
And, he can count on the
Saudi nation and its leader-
ship for whatever support
is needed for economic
and political stability,” said
Dr Asseri, who is currently
a board member at RAS-
ANAH, the premier Saudi
think-tank on Iranian affairs.
The second round of Islam-
abad Conclave, titled “75
Years of Independence:
Achieving Comprehensive
National Security,” includes
several prominent speakers
from home and abroad in
five working groups. Dr As-
seri spoke on “Enhancing
Pakistan’s Economic Out-
reach to Saudi Arabia and
the GCC.” - APP

Palestinian
killed after
roadside fight:

withesses

HUWARA:  Eye-witnesses
have firmly disputed an Is-
raeli officer’s self-defence
claims after chilling footage
showed him firing close-
range fatal shots at a Pales-
tinian man in the occupied
West Bank. Ammar Hadi Mu-
fleh, 22, was killed Friday in
Huwara, near Nablus in the
northern West Bank, and vid-
eo from the scene shows him
in an altercation with an Is-
raeli police commander, who
then shot him several times.
Multiple Palestinian  wit-
nesses denied Mufleh was
armed with a knife or tried
to grab the officer’s weapon,
as Israel has claimed, giving
a different account of what
led to the widely condemned
incident. One witness, Ab-
dullah al-Sattaria, 30, told
AFP he was travelling from
his home in Jericho to an en-
gagement party in Tulkarm,
and had stopped at a shop in
Huwara. He is seen in the
video several metres (feet)
from Mufleh when the fatal
shots were fired. - APP

Indonesian
suicide
bomber

kills one

BANDUNG: A suspected
militant, angered by Indo-
nesia’s new criminal code,
killed one other person and
wounded at least 10 in a sui-
cide bomb attack at a police
station in the city of Bandung
on Wednesday, authorities
said. The suicide bomber was
believed to be affiliated with
the Daesh-inspired group
Jamaah Ansharut Daulah
(JAD) and had previously
been jailed on terrorism
charges, Indonesian police
chief Listyo Sigit Prabowo
told a news conference.

The police chief said the
attacker, identified as Agus
Sujatno, was released in late
2021 and investigators had
found dozens of documents
protesting the country’s con-
troversial new criminal code
at the crime scene. “We found
dozens of papers protesting
the newly ratified criminal
code,” he said. West Java po-
lice chief Suntana earlier told
Metro TV that authorities had
found a blue motorbike at the
scene, which they believed
was used by the attacker.

Attached to the bike was a
note carrying a message
decrying the new criminal
code as “an infidel product,”
Suntana said. Todd Elliott,
a senior security analyst at
Concord Consulting in Ja-
karta, said it was likely the
attack had been planned for
some time and was an ideo-
logical rejection of the coun-
try’s new laws. - Agencies

Eyes on Belarus as Ukraine’s
neighbour moves troops

President Alexander Lukashenko, who relied on Russian troops to put down a
popular revolt two years ago, has allowed Belarus to serve as a staging ground for
Russia’s invasion of their neighbour, but has so far kept his own army from joining it

DNA

KYIV: Russia’s ally Belarus said on Wednes-
day it was moving troops and military hard-
ware to counteract what it called a threat
of terrorism, amid signs Moscow could be
putting pressure on its loyal client to open a
new front in the war against Ukraine.
President Alexander Lukashenko, who re-
lied on Russian troops to put down a pop-
ular revolt two years ago, has allowed Bela-
rus to serve as a staging ground for Russia’s
invasion of their neighbour, but has so far
kept his own army from joining it.

But recent weeks have seen increasing
signs of involvement in Belarus from Mos-
cow, culminating on Saturday when Russia’s
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu flew unan-
nounced to the capital Minsk. He and Be-
larusian counterpart Viktor Khrenin signed
ammendments to the two countries’ securi-
ty cooperation agreement, without disclos-
ing the new terms. Thousands of Russian
troops have been deployed in Belarus since
October, Ukraine says, and Belarus author-
ities have increasingly spoken of a threat of
“terrorism” from partisans operating from
across the border. Lukashenko has ordered

his military to compile information about
reservists by the end of this year.

In the latest move, on Wednesday, the Bela-
rus Security Council, quoted by state news
agency BelTA, said troops and hardware
would be moving in the country over the
next two days. Access to some roads and
transport links would be restricted, and im-
itation weapons would be used for training,
it said. It gave no details about the number
of troops or types of hardware that would be
moved, the location of roads and transport
links that would be shut, or of the nature
of the training exercises. Residents in the
capital Minsk said there were no outward
signs of unusual activity there.

In the past, some Western diplomats have
been skeptical that Belarus would join the
war, noting that it had a comparatively small
military, and that Moscow would be wary
of provoking public opposition that would
weaken Lukashenko for little gain.
Ukrainian officials have also said they
think Russia did not have enough troops
in Belarus to assault from there yet, and
action near the border could be intended
instead as a decoy. The Institute for the
Study of War think tank said this month it
believes Belarus is conducting an “infor-

mation operation aimed at fixing Ukrain-
ian forces on the border”. But some an-
alysts say the flurry of activity in recent
weeks could also be a genuine sign Bela-
rus might send troops.

“Belarus has actually been preparing to
join the war on the Russian side for a
few months. Every capability that they
would need to go to war has been tested,”
Konrad Muzyka, a Belarus expert with
Poland-based defence think-tank Rochan
Consulting, told Reuters, describing drills
on mobilising troops and even running
the post office in war time. “We cannot
exclude the possibility that a decision
has been made that Belarus could join
the war. I don’t know whether this has
happened, but from a military indicators
point of view, everything is pointing to-
wards Belarusian armed forces taking a
more belligerent stance.”

Within Ukraine, officials were working on
Wednesday to restore power after damage
in the latest barrage of Russian missile
strikes, launched on Monday hours after
apparent Ukrainian drone strikes on two
airbases deep inside Russia.

Ukraine has not directly claimed responsi-
bility for the drone strikes but has celebrat-

ed the apparent demonstration of newfound
capability to penetrate hundreds of kilo-
metres into Russia’s air defences.

Russia launched its “special military op-
eration” in February saying Ukraine’s
close ties with the West posed a security
threat. Kyiv and its allies say the invasion
was an illegal war of aggression. Tens of
thousands have died in the war, including
at least 6,700 civilian deaths counted by
the United Nations. Russia denies inten-
tionally targetting civilians or committing
atrocities on occupied territory.

In the latest international documentation
of such allegations, the U.N. human rights
office released a report on Wednesday de-
tailing 441 civilians it said were killed by
Russian forces in executions and attacks
early in the war in the northern Kyiv,
Sumy and Chernihiv regions. The actual
number of victims in the three regions
was likely to be much higher, the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) said. The report looked at the
period from the invasion’s start on Feb. 24
until early April, when Russian forces were
driven from those areas. The Russian for-
eign and defence ministries did not imme-
diately respond to requests for comment.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Nawaf Bin Said Al-Malki calls
on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Muhammad Ishaq Dar. - DNA

LHC disposes
of contempt
case after Asad
Umer’s apology

RAWALPINDI: The Lahore High Court
(LHC) Rawalpindi Bench on Wednesday
disposed of the contempt of court case
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Asad Umer after his unconditional
apology. During the hearing, Asad Umer
appeared before the Court headed by
Justice Jawad Ul Hassan of the LHC’s
Rawalpindi bench along with his lawyer,
Advocate Faisal Chaudary. PTI leader
apologized to the Court for his remarks
in the public meeting in Rawalpindi and
said that” We respect the Judiciary and
will keep on respecting it.

He added that he had no intention to tar-
get any Judge or Judiciary. In his state-
ment, the Justice remarked that the Court
has the videos of his speech, adding the
matter was not of the contempt of court
but the allegations against institutions
and their representatives. The Justice
also told the PTI leader that Article 50 of
the Constitution allows the right to move-
ment and Article 60 right to democracy
but not a criticism of institutions.

Umar responded that “If I crossed any line
with my statements, then I apologize,”
On Asad Umer’s unconditional apology,
the bench disposed of the contempt case
against the PTI leader. Earlier, the La-
hore High Court(LHC)Rawalpindi bench
on December 5 had sought a reply from
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Asad Umar for his criticism against the ju-
diciary in his November 26 speech at his
party’s Rawalpindi public meeting. - APP

Ishaq Dar discusses
economy with Saudi,
Dutch envoys

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Nawaf Bin Said Al-Malki called
on Federal Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Muhammad Ishaq Dar on Wednesday.
Finance Minister Dar extended warm wel-
come to the Saudi Ambassador and high-
lighted the historical, religious, cultural
and long-standing bilateral ties between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. It was shared
that both states enjoy exceptional relation-
ship on various front including economy and
trade, said a press release issued here.

The finance minister apprised the ambas-
sador about the ongoing postflood recon-
struction and rehabilitation program.

Ishaq Dar thanked the ambassador on ex-
tending the term of US$ 3 billion deposit in
SBP by Saudi Fund for Development (SFD).
Separately, Ambassador of the Netherlands
to Pakistan, Henny Fokel de Vries also called
on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar. SAPM on Fi-
nance Tariq Bajwa and other senior officers
from Finance Division participated in the
meeting, said a press release issued here. The
Finance Minister welcomed Henny Fokel de
Vries and highlighted the bilateral relations
between Pakistan and Netherlands. - APP

Georgia: Democratic US Senator
Warnock beats Trump-backed rival

WEB DESK

ATLANTA: Democrat Raphael Warnock
won re-election to the U.S. Senate in a hard-
fought Georgia runoff on Tuesday, strength-
ening his party's razor-thin majority as he
fought off a challenge by Republican former
football star Herschel Walker. Warnock's
projected victory was narrow. With 99% of
the estimated vote counted, he led Walker
by 50.8% to 49.2%, according to Edison Re-
search. The result cements Georgia as a bat-
tleground state certain to play a prominent
role in the 2024 presidential election. Dem-

ocrats have now won three Senate races in
the past two years in the former Republican
stronghold, and Democratic President Joe
Biden carried the state in 2020.

"Let's celebrate for a little while on this
mountain. Let's dance because we deserve
it. But tomorrow we go back down into the
valley to do the work," Warnock, a Baptist
preacher, told a cheering crowd of support-
ers. Walker's defeat is also a setback for
Donald Trump as he seeks the Republican
nomination to run for the White House
again in 2024. The former president en-
dorsed Walker and dozens of other high-pro-
file Republicans in this year's midterm elec-

tions, but he ends with a mixed record in his
most competitive contests.

Walker's campaign was plagued by repeat-
ed gaffes. A vocal anti-abortion advocate,
he was also dogged by reports that he paid
for multiple former girlfriends to have abor-
tions, allegations that he denied.

Warnock highlighted those concerns in
campaign appearances and a barrage of
television ads that made the race the most
expensive of the 2022 midterm season, with
more than $400 million spent. "I'm not go-
ing to make any excuses now, because we
put up one heck of a fight," Walker told sup-
porters as he conceded on Tuesday.

Over 300 shops gutted after
massive fire in Capital

ISLAMABAD: A fire broke out Wednesday
on stalls at a Sunday Bazaar in the federal
capital’s Peshawar Mor in H-9 Sector, Geo
News reported. The extent of the fire was
so massive that it rapidly engulfed shops
leaving over 300 burnt. No causalities have
been reported following the incident.
Rescue sources said that the blaze is report-
ed to have caught the bazaar’s gate number
seven at Srinagar Avenue section engulfing
and damaging several shops, which sell
carpets and second-hand clothing for the
winter season — many of which have been
reportedly burnt to ashes.

The Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad

(MCI) and the city’s fire brigade depart-
ment are engaged in extinguishing the
fire, while the capital police and district
administration were also present at the
site of the incident, including the federal
capital’s deputy commissioner.

At least 10 fire engines are busy dousing
the fire. Meanwhile, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah has taken notice of the in-
cident. He has directed the city’s deputy
commissioner to personally monitor the
situation and ensure all resources in put-
ting out the fire. The minister has sought
the incident’s report from the district ad-
ministration of Islamabad.

The Metropolitan
Corporation Islamabad
(MCI) and the city’s
fire brigade department
are engaged In
extinguishing the
fire, while the capital
police and district
administration were
also present at the
site of the incident,
including the federal
capital’s deputy
commissioner

Ki to attend Ghina-Arab summit, visit Saudi Arabia

RIYADH: Chinese President Xi Jinping arrived in Saudi
Arabia on Wednesday on a visit Beijing hailed as its big-
gest diplomatic initiative in the Arab world, as Riyadh ex-
pands global alliances beyond a longstanding partnership
with the West. The meeting between the global economic
powerhouse and Gulf energy giant comes as Saudi ties with
Washington are strained by U.S. criticism of Riyadh’s hu-
man rights record and Saudi support for oil output curbs

before the November midterm elections.

The White House said on Wednesday that Xi’s visit was
an example of Chinese attempts to exert influence and
that this would not change U.S. policy towards the Mid-
dle East. “We are mindful of the influence that China is
trying to grow around the world,” White House National
Security Council spokesperson John Kirby told reporters.
Xi was met on arrival by Riyadh governor Prince Faisal
bin Bandar Al Saud, Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud and the governor of sovereign wealth fund
PIF, Yasir al-Rumayyan, Saudi state media said, airing foot-
age. Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman is expected to
offer Xi a lavish welcome, in contrast with the low-key
reception for U.S. President Joe Biden whose censure of

Saudi Arabia’s de facto ruler formed the backdrop for a
strained meeting in July. The Saudi cabinet was meeting
on Wednesday to approve the 2023 state budget of the
world’s top oil exporter. Xi’s trip includes direct talks with
Saudi Arabia, a wider meeting with Gulf Arab states and a
summit with Arab leaders which will be “an epoch-making
milestone in the history of the development of China-Arab

relations”, foreign ministry spokesperson Mao Ning said.
Beijing hopes it will make a strong statement on strength-
ening “unity and cooperation”, Mao added.

For Riyadh, frustrated by what it sees as Washington’s grad-
ual disengagement from the Middle East and a slow erosion
of its security guarantees, China offers an opportunity for
economic gains without the tensions which have come to
cloud the U.S. relationship. “Beijing does not burden its
partners with demands or political expectations and re-
frains from interfering in their internal affairs,” Saudi col-
umnist Abdulrahman Al-Rashed wrote in the Saudi-owned
Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper. Unlike Washington, Beijing
retains good ties with Riyadh’s regional rival Iran, another
supplier of oil to China, and has shown little interest in ad-
dressing Saudi political or security concerns in the region.

Saudi Arabia, birthplace of Islam, had supported China’s
policies in Xinjiang, where the U.N. says human rights abus-
es have been committed against Uyghurs and other Mus-
lims. Growing Chinese influence in the Middle East has
unnerved the United States. China, the world’s biggest en-
ergy consumetr, is a major trade partner of Gulf oil and gas
producers. Saudi Arabia is its top oil supplier. - Agencies

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
deeply regretted non-is-

suance of visa to its blind
cricket team by India for
participation in the third
T-20 World Cup Cricket
Tournament for the Blind.
The statement came after
Pakistan Blind Cricket Coun-
cil (PBCC) said India had
denied the team the visas
for the tournament which
is taking place in the neigh-
boring country from Dec 5
to 17. Earlier this week, the
Cricket Association for the
Blind in India (CABI) had
confirmed that Pakistan
cricket team for the visual-
ly impaired would soon be
granted visa to come to India
for the third T20 World Cup
for the Blind scheduled from
December 5-17.

Mahantesh GK, President
of CABI was quoted as con-
firming that Pakistan and
India are set to square off
at the Siri Fort Ground on
December 7. Earlier, there
were some issues with re-
gard to the participation of
the Pakistan team due to
the delay in the issuance
of visas. However, Paki-
stan Blind Cricket Council
(PBCC) said India had de-
nied the team the visas for
the tournament and “this
unfortunate incident had
left the Pakistan blind crick-
et team in the lurch.”
Foreign Office spokesperson
said as a result of the Indian
decision, Pakistani players
would be deprived of the op-
portunity to participate in an
international sporting event
of special significance. This
reflects India’s insensitivity
towards promotion of sports
meant for differently-abled
persons. “The sports events
must not be politicized, we
have conveyed our disappoint-
ment to the Indian side,” the
spokesperson added.

Steps taken
to ensure
electoral

transparency

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikan-
dar Sultan Raja says steps
have been taken to ensure
transparency in the elec-
tions. Addressing an event
in Islamabad Wednesday in
connection with National
Voters Day, he said action
has also been taken against
those elements who tried
to resort to lawlessness
and irregularities during
the electoral process.

He said as a result of these
steps, the confidence of
people on elections, dem-
ocratic process and the
election commission has
increased. The Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner said an
effort has also been made
to ensure implementation
of election code of conduct
by taking across the board
action against its violators.
Sikandar Sultan Raja said
the election commission
supports the use of technol-
ogy in the electoral process.
But the technology should
be such on which all the
stakeholders have consen-
sus, people can easily exer-
cise their right to franchise
and secrecy of vote could be
ensured. He said we have
not opposed the EVMs or
the voting right of overseas
Pakistanis but there should
be a method for this. He
said we cannot make the
general elections controver-
sial in any haste.

CM Elahi
holds talks

with Punjab
governor

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Chief
Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi arrived Wednesday at
Governor’s House to meet
Punjab Governor Muham-
mad Baligur Rehman.

As per the official sources,
both the governor and the
chief minister discussed the
issues of mutual interest
and current political situa-
tion in the country.

A meeting between the chief
minister of Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Quaid (PML-Q)
and the governor of Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) is very important
amid calls for the dissolu-
tion of Punjab Assembly.
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