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Khan misled
hy some
PTl leaders

NEews DEsk

LAHORE: Former Punjab
Chief Min-
ister (CM)
and Paki-
stan Muslim

(PML Q) leader Chaudhry
PervaizElahi has asserted
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan was misled by some of
his party leaders, ARY News
reported on Thursday. Talk-
ing to journalists in Lahore,
PervaizElahi said that his
government had done a re-
markable job within a five-
month period, suggesting
that the assemblies should
have completed their terms.
“PML-N also wanted the as-
semblies to complete their
term,” he said.

Ishaq Dar’s
attempts
harmed Pak

SAIFULLAH
ISLAMABAD:

Pakistan
Muslim
League-
N awaz
(PML-N)

Miftah Ismail
Thursday slammed Finance
Minister Ishaq Dar and said
that the finmin doubted his
ability to keep the economy
afloat. “I don’t know why
Mr Dar was brought back
but Mr Dar thought that he
could run the country with-
out International Monetary
Fund (IMF),” Ismail said
while speaking during a TV
show. The former finance
minister said the attempt to
run the country without the
help of the Fund resulted in
harming Pakistan.

Fawad
records
statement

DNA

Pakistan

ISLAMABAD:
Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)

@ leader Fawad
t Chaudhry,
ﬂ who was ar-
4 rested from

Lahore on Wednesday, re-
corded his initial statement
to the Islamabad police on
Thursday. Kohsar Police
Station’s DSP and SHO
quizzed Fawad Chaudhry
about his statement, to
which replied “I said what
I felt. Nobody asked me to
do so0.” To another question,
the PTI leader said his mo-
bile phone was with him
when he was arrested.
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'Playing with fire'

President Alvi
warns against
Khan’s arrest

Says no contact with Establishment

for over a month;

denies any plans

to ask PM for trust vote

ABID Raza

LAHORE: President Dr Arif Alvi believes that
the government will be “playing with fire” if it
resorts to arresting Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan — as specula-
tions are rife after PTI Senior Vice-President
Fawad Chaudhry’s arrest. He added he nev-
er thought about asking the prime minister
to seek a trust vote nor was asked by Imran
Khan or any other PTI leader. In a conversa-
tion with senior journalists on Thursday, the
president, in response to a question about
Khan’s arrest by the incumbent government,
said: “It will be tantamount to starting a fire
[fuelling anarchy in the country].”

The president said that arresting the former
primer minister or any senior politician would
lead to “resistance”, hinting at instability if
the government tries to detain its opponents.
The president also deplored the manner in
which Fawad was presented in the Islama-
bad court and asked the officials to “have
some shame” as they covered his head with
a white sheet and also handcuffed him. “In-
stitutions shouldn’t need police to maintain
their respect. If someone has an issue with
me, then I will improve my performance
instead of asking the police to take ac-
tion,” he said. Despite persistent agitation
from the PTI since Khan’s ouster in April
last year, the president reiterated that the

Continued on Page 06

Imran chairs

huddle to
protest arrests

Bureau REPORT

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan chaired
on Thursday a meeting of the central
leadership to raise his voice against
the arrest of his stalwarts. The high-
light of the meeting was making strat-
egy over the possible arrests of the
PTI leaders. In the huddle, the polit-
ical situation and the party’s future
strategy were also underscored. The
PTI bigwigs expressed their reserva-
tions over “the attitude of the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP).”
The meeting also discussed develop-
ing a strategy to deal with “the ECP’s
delay in announcing election dates.”

Fawad Chaudhry, a former federal
minister, was arrested from his La-
hore residence in the wee hours of
Wednesday after he publicly “threat-
ened” the members of the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) and

Continued on Page 06

SBP foreign reserves
near rock bottom

PKR sinks to historic low against dollar

BusiNESs DESk

KARACHI: The State Bank of Pakistan’s
(SBP) foreign exchange reserves fell to a re-
cord low of $3.7 billion as the country grap-
ples with a severe economic crunch, striving
to revive the International Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) bailout programme to avoid a looming
debt default. In a statement, the SBP said as
of January 20, its reserves fell to $3,678.4 mil-
lion due to external debt repayments, which
will now provide an import cover of less than
a month — 0.73 month to be exact.

The net foreign reserves held by commercial
banks have also fallen to $5,774.8 million,
bringing the total liquid foreign reserves to
$9,453.2 million, the central bank’s state-
ment mentioned. Inflows have virtually
come to a grinding halt despite assurances
from friendly nations, as the lenders seem
reluctant to release funds before Pakistan
completes the IMF’s stalled programme.
As the coalition government desperately

Continued on Page 06

IMF team due by
end of month

COMMERCE REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: An International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) delegation will visit
soon be visiting Pakistan to hash out
the details of the stalled ninth Extend-
ed Fund Facility review, an official con-
firmed Thursday. Islamabad is dealing
with a severe economic crunch as the
foreign exchange reserves are at their
lowest levels in more than eight years
and the Pakistani rupee has dropped to
historic lows, with the government now
eyeing to revive the bailout programme
as it nears a default risk. “At the request
of the authorities, an in-person Fund
mission is scheduled to visit Islamabad
January 31-February 9 to continue the
discussions under the ninth EFF re-
view,” IMF Resident Representative in
Pakistan Esther Pérez Ruiz told media.

ISLAMABAD: US Ambassador to Pakistan Donald Blome calls on Prime Minister

Shujaat
removed
as PML-Q
president

DNA

LAHORE: The differences
between the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Q (PML-Q) fac-
tions widened on Thursday
as Tariq Bashir Cheema
and Chaudhry Salik Hussain
denounced the decision to
remove Chaudhry Shujaat
Hussain as the party pres-
ident, terming to be “un-
constitutional”. Earlier, it
was reported that the par-
ty’s general council elected
Chaudhry Wajahat Hussain
and Kamil Ali Agha as the
new PML-Q president and
secretary general, respec-
tively, during a meeting in
Lahore while Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi was retained
as PML-Q Punjab president.

Continued on Page 06
Punjab
Interim
cabinet

takes oath

DNA

LAHORE: An 1l-member
cabinet of caretaker Punjab
Chief Minister Syed Mohsin
Raza Naqvi took oath of
their offices on Thursday.

Punjab Governor Balighur
Rehman administered oath
to the caretaker cabinet
members. They included
health expert Dr Javed
Akram, former bureaucrat
Nasim Sadiq, senior jour-
nalist Amir Mir, cricketer
Wahab Riaz, Bilal Afzal, SM
Tanveer, Ibrahim Murad,
Tamkinat Karim, Dr Ja-
mal Nasir, Mansoor Qadir,
and Syed Azfar Ali Nasir.

Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. —- DNA

US to continue support: Blome

Pak attaches great
importance to ties

with the US: PM

Shehbaz Sharif thanks the United
States for its continued support

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has reaffirmed Pakistan’s resolve to
deepen economic and trade engagement
with the United States. He was talking to
US Ambassador Donald Blome, who called
on him in Islamabad Thursday.

The Prime Minister reiterated that Pakistan
attached importance to its longstanding ties
with the United States. Noting the recent
momentum in high-level bilateral exchang-
es, Shehbaz Sharif stressed that structured
and broad-based Pakistan-US engagement is
critical to advancing both countries’ shared
goals in both bilateral and regional domains.
The Prime Minister thanked the Unit-
ed States for its continued support for

Continued on Page 06

PM mulls political
strategy with allies

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Even though by-elections
in Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhawa
(KP) are yet to be announced, the three
key parties of the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) have already started
focusing on the upcoming polls and
leaders of the three major parties of
the coalition put their heads together
on Thursday. A summit meeting was
held between Prime Minister and Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)

Continued on Page 06

Israeli army kills nine
Palestinians 1n Jenin

NEews DESK

OCCUPIED WEST BANK: Israeli troops
have killed at least nine Palestinians in
one of the deadliest days in the occupied
West Bank since Israeli raids intensified at

tion. The dead included an elderly woman,
according to Palestinian officials. She was
identified as Magda Obaid by the Jenin hos-
pital authorities. Israeli forces, who with-
drew from Jenin after the killings, said they
were looking into reports of the woman’s
death. Meanwhile, Al-Agsa Martyrs’ Bri-

the start of last
year. The Pales-
tinian ~ Ministry

Palestine questions American

gade — an armed
militia  affiliated
with the Palestin-

of Health said Silence: News on Back Page ian political party

20 others were
wounded with live ammunition in the raid on
the Jenin refugee camp on Thursday, which
Palestinians have described as a “massa-
re”. Four of them were in critical condi-

Fatah - said the
dead included one of its fighters, Izz al-
Din Salahat. According to the health min-
istry, another person, Saeb Azriqi, 24,
succumbed to his injuries in a hospital.

Islamabad strongly condemns Quran desecration incidents in Sweden, the Netherlands
No backchannel diplomacy
with India: Hina Rabbani

Ansar M Buarti/DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office (FO) on Thurs-
day said Pakistan and the United States were in a
new process of re-engagement based on “productive
and cooperative” collaboration in diverse matters.
“We are undertaking discussions on different issues
including agriculture, climate change, investment,
energy, and other sectors and we also continue to
discuss all issues of concern to both sides,” FO
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said in re-
sponse to the statement of the U.S. that Pakistan
can buy Russian oil despite restrictions.

She further said Pakistan has expressed grave con-
cern over the desecration of Quran incidents in
Sweden and now in the Netherlands and conveyed
concerns to the governments of both countries.

US State Department’s spokesperson Ned Price at
a press briefing Tuesday afternoon had stated Paki-
stan could also take advantage of the concessions
Washington had given to other countries for buying
oil from Russia. The FO spokesperson said Pakistan
appreciated its close friendship with the United
States and was in a process of “re-engagement”.
Asked about the claim of Pakistan national Abdul
RehmanMakki that he was not provided an oppor-
tunity of defence over his listing by the United Na-
tions, she said the decision was made by the world
body under its listing procedure.

“Pakistan as a responsible member of the interna-
tional community follows the decision of the UN

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar on Thursday told
the Senate that there was no backchannel di-
plomacy going on with India. Responding to a
supplementary question of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s Senator Faisal Javed at the floor of
the upper house of the parliament, she said
since the government had come into the pow-
er, there was no backchannel diplomacy going
on between Pakistan and India.

Hina made it clear that if backchannel diploma-
cy was the result oriented, it should be done.
She said the messages, being received from In-
dia, were all conflagratory that was why; there
were no talks on any kind of trade between the
two neighboring countries. She expressed the
possibly of talks if there was any opportunity
and India comes to Pakistan’s demand. “It is
duty of the politicians to do the rights things
instead of coming in the way of diplomacy,”
she maintained. Balochistan Awami Paty’s
Senator Danesh Kumar, appreciating the Kar-

tarpur Corridor,
said there was
Hinglaj Mata
temple in Ba-
lochistan which
was almost five
thousand years ’
old adding that sy

Indian Prime v
Minister Naren-
dra Modi was
also its worshi-
per. He expressed the hope that if this arche-
ological site was promoted for religious tour-
ism between Pakistan and India, it would have
good impacts on the social conditions of the
people of this coastal area. He asked the minis-
ter for taking any peace-building initiative for
this ancient religious temple like the Kartar-
pur Corridor. Terming Kartarpur Corridor a
good precedence, Hina said this was obvious-
ly a positive suggestion and Pakistan had al-
ways played frontman role in the execution of

Continued on Page 06

and its institutions,” she said. If there was a back-
door diplomacy, brokered by the United Arab Emir-
ates between Pakistan and India, she dismissed any
such development taking place. “At this stage, no
dialogue is taking place between Pakistan and In-
dia,” she categorically stated.

The spokesperson said Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar, later this month,
would lead the Pakistan delegation to the UN Hu-
man Rights Council in The Geneva.

“On January 30, she will present Pakistan’s national
progress report under the Universal Periodic Re-
view (UPR) process at the Council,” she said. The
State Minister will outline the wide-ranging legal,
policy, administrative and institutional steps taken
by Pakistan to safeguard and advance human rights
over the last five years.

On consultations with Afghanistan, she said both
countries were in discussion on all matters includ-
ing the security of their diplomats and citizens.
She confirmed that Pakistan’s envoy to Afghanistan
UbaidurRehmanNizamani was still in Pakistan for
consultations after the attack on him in Kabul.
Regarding ongoing atrocities committed by India in
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, she said Pakistan
would continue to raise its voice on the continuing
grave human rights abuses in the valley.

“It will also continue to extend unstinted moral,
political and diplomatic support to the people of
Jammu and Kashmir in their quest for self-determi-
nation in accordance with the relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions,” she said.
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QAaz1 SHoaiB KHAN

ATTOCK: Attock District
Administration on Thursday
also formally conveyed the
authorities concerned of IES-
CO and SNGPL Islamabad to
disconnect their supply im-
mediately besides imposing
complete ban for issuance of
new connections to these 92
illegal housing societies oper-
ating within the revenue pur-
view of the inter provincial
bordering district.

Well placed sources of the
district administration Attock-
told that the Deputy Com-
missioner Attock Dr. Waqar
Hassan Cheema requested
theChiefExecutive Islamabad
ElectricSupplyCompanyLtd,
ManagingDirector Sui North-
ernGas Pipelines limited
Islamabad through formal let-
ters to disconnect their sup-
ply and impose ban on new
connections at the housing
societies declared “illegal”
by the district administration
Attock which are operating
in the different parts of the
district. Meanwhile, a copy
of the same letter was also
forwarded to the Director
General Federal Investigatio-
nAgency (FIA) Islamabad for
further legal action at their
end. The letter states that
“You are hereby requested
that the land mafia is loot-
ing innocent general public
through the illegal housing
societies, land sub divisions.

Police arrests
four criminals

QAaz1 SHoaiB KHAN

ATTOCK: Attock police ar-
rested four criminals on the
alleged charges of land grab-
bing, drug pushing and mur-
der within the jurisdiction of
three police stations include
New Air Port Fatehjang, Has-
sanabdal and Hazro here on
Thursday. Police said, land
grabber identified as Jahan-
zeb son of Abdul Ghaffar res-
ident of Gujar khan was inter-
cepted by the Police Station
New Air port Fatehjang for
trying to forcibly occupied
a piece of land owned by a
local complainant. Mean-
while, Hazro police arrested
two drugs peddlers named
Mohammad Aman son of
Akhtar Zaman from out-
skirts village Ghourghashti
for possession hashish of
1200 kg and Wagar Ahmed
son of Shabir Ahmed of Ja-
tial along with recovery of
1060 hashish from his pos-
session respectively. Like-
wise, Hassanabdal police
nabbed an alleged killer Is-
rar Hussain son of Ghulam
Hussain resident of village
Bhoighar involved in the
murder of his real brother
over a minor dispute.

£ INTERNATIONAL
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RAWALPINDI: President Rawalp1nd1 Chamber of Commerce, Sabigb Rafiq posing for a group photo along with the participants of the
meeting of the Standing Committee for Defense Procurement. —DNA

CPDI calls for discussion
on budget proposals

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: Centre for Peace and
Development Initiative (CPDI) on
Thursday released its third annual
report on the state of budget trans-
parency in Pakistan and called for
the budget proposals to be widely
discussed with civic groups, gov-
ernment agencies and key stake-
holders to address deficiencies in
the budgeting process at the fed-
eral and provincial levels.

It said that the participation of
citizens in the budgeting process
should be given legal protection
and the government institutions

should be obliged to consult with
the citizens during the various
stages of budgeting, especially the
role of the members of the assem-
bly during budgeting and its im-
plementation. In this regard, the
member organization of Citizen
Network for Budget Accountabil-
ity (CNBA) Saiban Development
Organization Mardan organized
a dialogue on transparent budget
preparations. The meeting was
attended by male and female
councilors, civil society and me-
dia. Mohammad Arif said that for
the last ten years CPDI had been
trying to improve the budgeting
process from the district level to

the federal level and to promote
transparency in it. CPDI Provin-
cial Coordinator Shams Al Hadi
and Muhammad Arif of Saiban
Development Organization said,
“Like last year, this year also the
process has been reviewed at the
federal and provincial levels.”

“As a result, a report based on
Budget transparency situation in
Pakistan 2023 has been released,”
he said. “This report consists of
two parts, the first part deals with
requests for information sent to
various federal ministries and
provincial departments in which
information was sought about var-
ious stages during the budgeting

process. “Around 150 requests for
obtaining information were sent
to the selected federal ministries
and provincial departments to
check transparency in the pro-
cess, in which 38 requests were
sent to the Federal Capital, 112
requests to Balochistan, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh
provinces. “Not a single response
to all these requests was received
within the stipulated time, which
is very disappointing,” he de-
plored. The second part of the
report examines the comprehen-
siveness of the budget documents
and the participation of citizens in
budgeting and gave first position

to KP, second to Punjab, third to
Sindh and fourth to Balochistan.
The report demanded that the pro-
vincial and federal governments
should ensure the implementation
of access to information laws and
remove obstacles in the way to
promote budget transparency and
also extend the period of discus-
sion and approval on the budget so
that It can be discussed at length.
It further said that along with this,
legal protection should be given to
consultation with relevant stake-
holders, especially citizens, and a
transparent and open budget pol-
icy based on providing maximum
information should be formulated.

Australian High Commissioner
visits Global Education Expo

DNA

ISLAMABAD: With the world
moving back to normal, it is
heartening that the borders of
all the top study destinations
have reopened. It is the best
time that the students gearup
and start preparing them-
selves to realize their dreams
to study at top ranked interna-
tional universities. With over
5000 alumni and 300,000+
IELTS registrations, AEO Pa-
kistan over the past two dec-
ades has established itself as
Australian & Global Education
Specialists, the most trusted
IELTS Official Test Centre
and the preferred official OET

Test Centre in Pakistan. AEO
Pakistan operates as the offi-
cial Liaison office for over 40
leading Australian Universi-
ties/Institutions and facilitates
the enrolment of international
students at these Universities
/ Institutions. Since 2002, AEO
Pakistan has been conducting
Australian Education Expos
providing an excellent oppor-
tunity to Pakistani students
planning to Study in Australia.
Over the years thousands of
students have benefitted from
AEO expos held twice annu-
ally, across all major cities of
Pakistan. This January once
again AEQ’s 43rd Global Edu-
cation Expo is being organized
across 10 major cities of Paki-

stan ie., Lahore, Islamabad,
Karachi, Multan, Sialkot, Fais-
alabad, Abbottabad, Peshawar,
Bahawalpur and Hyderabad.
The AEO expo is providing an
ideal platform to prospective
students across the country,
to get free expert advice and
counselling about how to ap-
ply to study in at top ranked
international universities in
Australia, USA, Canada and
UK. Representatives of more
than 20 universities/institutes
are participating at the expo
providing golden opportunity
for Pakistani students to get
free guidance and counseling
for their future study endeav-
ors. Information about IELTS
test and preparatory classes

is also being provided at the
expo. After Lahore and Sialkot,
the third & forth event of the
series was successfully held
today in Islamabad at Serena
Hotel and Faisalabad at Hotel
One.Hundreds of students
along with their parents par-
ticipated at the expo with
great interest and excitement
to enroll for admissions at top
ranked Australian and other
leading International Universi-
ties. The participants appreci-
ated AEQO’s effort in provision
of a perfect platform offering
free counselling sessions with
official representatives of in-
ternational universities to ex-
plore the options of enrolling
for a degree of their choice.

Enhancing economic trade with
Russia, prime prlorlty of Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan

Russian Business Forum or-
ganized by TDAP, Ministry of
Commerce in the collabora-
tion with FPCCI on the side-
line of the 8th session of the
Pakistani-Russian  Intergov-
ernmental Commission on
Trade, Economic, Scientific,
and Technical Cooperation at
Islamabad. The Russian dele-
gation includes about 15 busi-
ness companies including the
representatives of the Mos-
cow Chambers of Commerce
and Industry. In his welcome
address Mr. Amin Ullah Baig,
Vice President of FPCCI &
Incharge of the Capital Of-
fice, said that there is a huge
trade and investment poten-

tial between Pakistan and
Russia. “Enhancing econom-
ic trade and investment re-
lations is a prime priority of
Pakistan. Mr. Mohsin Sheikh
Chairman of FPCCI Pakistan
Russia Business Forum said
that Russia valued its rela-
tions with Pakistan and both
countries had a “good level
of cooperation and aimed to
enhance it further.” He said
there is a “great potential
between both economies
that needed to be explored
more. In his brief pres-
entation, he said that we
need trade routes to Central
Asia and in this respect, we
have been discussing with
Russians to sign an MoU

with their NGO to move for-
ward. He emphasizes and
advocates barter trade with
Russia and currency swap
agreement ” Mr. Ahsan Ali

and Technical Cooperation

Mangi, Additional Secretary
(Trade Diplomacy) Ministry
of Commerce, Muhammad
Naseer DG TDAP Islam-
abad, President Moscow

Chamber, Chairman Rus-
sia Pakistan Business Fo-
rum & others have also
shared their views on the
occasion.—DNA

Educational Boards equipped with modern
facilities are essential, says Rana Tanveer

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister of Education & Profes-
sional Training Rana Tanveer
Hussain while addressing the
inauguration ceremony of
Student Facilitation Center
equipped with modern facil-
ities and Online Attestation
Portal at the Secretariat of In-
ter Board Committee of Chair-
man (IBCC) said that without
revolution and innovation in
the education system of the
country, the development and
stability is not possible.

The ladder of development of
nations is education, despite
the economic situation of the
country, education is the first
priority of the government.
IBCC’s Student Facilitation
Center equipped with mod-
ern facilities and Attestation

Portal will be a milestone for
resolving student problems.
IBCC is solving the problems
of students by bringing positive
changes in the system day by
day. With the inauguration of
online attestation portal stu-
dent don’t need to visit IBCC.
In addition, Federal Board

has installed a self operated
machine “KISOK” at IBCC
facilitation center, which bene-
fits the students of FBISE and
they don’t have to visit Federal
Board for verification of their
documents and to get sealed
envelope. They can also pay
their fee and generate applica-

Printing o

5 migration /

tions through KISOK.

On this occasion, Secretary
IBCC Dr. Ghulam Ali Malah
said that educated youth will
lead Pakistan on the path of
development, most of the
country’s population is youth
who have the right to be
educated. IBCC is working

hard to solve the problems
of the student and bringing
automative reforms within
the organization. The initia-
tive of QR based attestation
and equivalence certificates,
the students don’t have to
visit IBCC for verification
purpose. The can verify their
documents from anywhere
around the world within no
minute. In addition to this,
the inauguration of state of
the art Facilitation Center the
students will benefit from it.
IBCC is also bringing digital
payment module in all their
processes, with the addition
of this facility the student
don’t need to stand in the long
queues for submission of their
fee, they can submit it through
mobile banking etc. Dr. Malah
added that the development of
IBCC is not possible without
the support of Government.

Sohail successfully
defends his Phd thesis

ISLAMABAD: Sohail Aftab
has defended his PHD The-
sis successfully with distinc-
tion as he obtains Summa-
Cum-Laude. He did his PHD
research from University of
Hamburg, Germany being a
scholarship holder of Ger-
man Academic Exchange
Service (GAES) under the
supervision of a prominent
privacy law scholar Profes-
sor Dr. Marion Albers. His
thesis topic was “Protecting
the right to privacy in Paki-
stan” learning from theoret-
ical approaches and Europe-
an Experiences”.

Under his thesis, Mr. Sohail
Aftab has undertaken an
extensive content analysis
of Pakistani media and has
highlighted media’s intru-
sive practices in its cover-
age of sexual violence and
issues related to children
and women. Similarly top-

ics like grief journalism and
coverage in the course of
legal proceedings have also
been highlighted.

He has attempted to estab-
lish that privacy is strongly
connected to human dignity
and this basic right is ef-
fectively protected in the
European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) as well as
in its member states of
Germany and the United
Kingdom. His thesis pre-
sents a law reform propos-
al in the form of privacy
law legislation. He has also
annexed a template legisla-
tion based on this finding.
It is hoped that his thesis
is not only a contribution
to the body of knowledge
but it will also provide val-
uable guidelines to policy
makers in Pakistan for the
protection of the crucial
right of privacy.—DNA

3- member
Iragi police
delegation
meets IGP
Puniah

LAHORE: Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Punjab
Dr Usman Anwar met a
three-member Iraqi police
delegation at the Central Po-
lice Office on Thursday and
promised all possible co-
operation from the Punjab
police to impart training to
the Iraqi police to increase
its efficiency. The visiting
delegation is led by Lieuten-
ant General Inspector Abdel
Khaleeq Badri, and consist-
ed of Major Muhammad
Raheem and Major Zaidoun
Yassin Hadi. The delegation
was briefed about the train-
ing curriculum of the Pun-
jab police and preparation
of police uniforms. Issues
of mutual interest including
professional training and ca-
pacity building of the police
force were also discussed
during the meeting. The
IGP directed the Additional
IGP Training to share re-
cruitment course, capacity
building programmes and
other training courses of
the police force with the
Iraqi delegation. He said
the Punjab police were en-
gaged in providing services
to citizens along with pro-
tection of life and property
of the citizens as well as
traffic management, secu-
rity of sensitive places and
foreigners. The IGP Punjab
emphasised sharing exten-
sive experience of Punjab
police with Iraqi police and
also impart them expertise
& knowledge about the
latest skills in the field of
training. —APP

Kashmiris
observe
Black Day
on India’s
‘Republic
Day’

ISLAMABAD:  Kashmiris
across the Line of Control
and the world over observed
Indian Republic Day, on
January 26, as Black Day to
protest against the contin-
ued denial by India of their
right to self-determination
in accordance with the Unit-
ed Nations Security Coun-
cil (UNSC) resolutions. In
Indian Illegally Occupied
Kashmir (IIOJK), the day
was marked by a complete
strike whereas protest ral-
lies and demonstrations
were held in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Pakistan and
world-over. The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) had given a call for
observing Black Day and
was supported by other free-
dom-loving organizations and
leaders. In IIOJK, the Indian
authorities had turned the
whole territory into military
garrison and had intensi-
fied checking and frisking
in Srinagar city and other
parts of the valley.—APP

freelirle MOVERS

PACKING, SHIPPING & FREIGHT FORWARDING

& Dreight Jowwarding
& Lond, Sea & Ain reight
& Custom Clearance
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& Dine Ant Handling

@ /ot Relocation
& Warehousing
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Head Office
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan 01 / CUBA
Revolution Day

Jan 01 / Palestine
Palestine Revolution Day

Jan 01 / Sudan
National Day

Jan 04 / Myanmar
Independence Day

Jan 06 / Iraq
Armed Forces Day

Jan 12 / Tanzania
Armed Forces Day

Jan 14 / Uzbekistan
Armed Forces Day

Jan 15 / Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20 / Mali
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20 / Laos
Armed Forces Day

Jan 25 / Thailand
Armed Forces Day

Jan 26 / Australia
National Day

Jan 26 / India
Republic Day

=
Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo..........c..... 114
PIACargo.....cccune. 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

Hospitals
CMH.....ccoocvvvirerann 5611111
MH....ooivirirenieieene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ.....cccocenunenee. 5556311-4
RGH...oovevveine 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.......c.c...... 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

O ropi”

i G
Departments
CDA....couveeeen. 922133443
CDA....ccoveeeeen. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town.........9209224

RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

CDA chief directs to start
‘Purple Line Metro Bus’

CDA demolishes 6,295 illegal structures in markets. The Directorate of Enforcement,
Capital Development Authority (CDA) has demolished around 6,295 illegal structures in
the markets, roads, green belts and sidewalk tracks in the federal capital during last year

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) Capt. (r) Noor ul
Amin Mengal Thursday directed the official
concerned to take immediate steps to start
the ‘Purple Line Metro Bus Service’ on In-
ter-Junction Principal (IJP) Road.

The decision was taken during a meeting re-
garding Metro bus service chaired by him.
Speaking on the occasion chairman said
that the route of the Blue Line bus service
should be extended up to Rawat to facilitate
maximum commuters. Mengal also direct-
ed to start Metro bus service on more new
routes and extend the jurisdiction of the ex-
isting bus services so that standard travel
facilities can be provided to the citizens.
He said that the Silver Line bus service
should be started from the Taramri area
and all the new metro bus services should
be aligned with the existing metro bus ser-
vice operations. Moreover, the chairman
has issued instructions that steps should
be taken to run electronic buses on a gov-
ernment-to-government basis on the routes
of Metro Bus Services. It was also decid-
ed that the students and citizens above 60
years of age would be given 50 percent dis-
count on the buses, while children below 10
years of age to be provided free traveling
facilities. Member Engineering, Syed Mun-
awar Shah, Member Administration, Amir
Abbas Khan and other senior officials of re-
lated departments attended the meeting.
CDA demolishes 6,295 illegal structures in

markets. The Directorate of Enforcement,
Capital Development Authority (CDA) has
demolished around 6,295 illegal structures
in the markets, roads, green belts and side-
walk tracks in the federal capital during the
last year. “During the operation, around
10,262 items of encroachers have also been
confiscated, subsequently these articles
are auctioned. Besides, fines worth Rs.
4.082 million has also been recovered from
trespassers as a penalty,” an official in the
CDA told APP. He said the Directorate of
Enforcement has launched as many as 1,142
anti-encroachment operations carried out
across the board in the Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT) during the last year.

v

The official said the Directorate was vigor-
ously undertaking anti-encroachment opera-
tions on regular basis throughout Islamabad
in order to curb the illegal constructions in
the ICT. He said the continuous operations
were being carried out on day to day basis
24/7 for retrieval of state land from land
grabbers and encroachers. The official said
the matter was being dealt by the Directo-
rate of Municipal Administration working
under the administrative control of Munic-
ipal Corporation, Islamabad (MCI).

About the steps taken for the protection of
citizens, provision of emergency medical as-
sistance and water facility on hiking tracks,
he said the forest guards keep patrolling

throughout the day in all the trails and hik-
ing tracks of Margalla Hills, National Park.
Moreover, he said the forest guards were
equipped with wireless sets which were con-
nected to centralized control room of Envi-
ronment Wing, CDA whenever any medical
emergency or any untoward situation aris-
es at any trail or hiking track; these forest
guards directly communicate with central-
ized control room system, where control
room further call to rescue teams to attend
medical emergency. It is also intimated that
any type of water pipelines and provision of
electricity in Margalla Hills National Park
is prohibited to avoid any hazard to wildlife
except notified villages, he added.

PTI's slogans of
change nothing hut
hollow assertions

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan Siddiqui Thursday lamented

that the nearly four years performance of Pakistan Tehreek-

e-Insaf (PTI) has proved that their slogan of change was
nothing but a hollow assertion as their deeds did not match
their acts. Speaking on a point of order in Senate, he said
the entire leadership of PTI swung into action to speak in

support of former President Pervez Musharraf immediate-

ly after his conviction by the court instead of questioning
him about his sources of income and rampant corruption
done (by him) during his tenure.

Regretting the treatment meted out to former Minister for

Information and Broadcasting Chaudhary Fawad Hussain,
he said he was dejected to watch handcuffed Fawad on
TV channels despite having serious differences with him

(Fawad). He said PTI victimized its opponents during near-

ly four years of rule and this practice should be ended now.
Siddiqui said social media was comparing the arrest of Fawad
with him which was totally wrong as there was no FIR registered

against him and he was arrested late night without any charg-

es. Whereas Fawad was arrested on threatening ECP officials.

He was detained in 6*8 cell in Adiyala jail under the worst con-

ditions, that too with hardened criminals. He said not a single
member of PTI had sympathized with him when he was sent to
Adiyala jail under the charges that he didn’t turn up before police

to provide the required information of his tenant, despite the fact

that the house in question was owned by his son. - APP

India has no right to call
1itself a republic: Mushaal

RAWALPINDI: Mushaal Hussein Mul-
lick wife of Jailed Kashmiri Hurriyat
Leader Mohammad Yasin Malik said
that the apartheid and supremacist
Indian state had no right to celebrate
its Republic Day in the bleeding Kash-
mir, which was turned by notorious
Narendra Modi regime into garrison

city and a slaughter house.

Speaking at a seminar titled ‘Occupa-
tion of Kashmir: Negation of Indian
Claims as Democracy’ here on Thurs-
day organized by YFK-International
Kashmir Lobby Group at Department
of Anthropology Pir Mehr Ali Shah
Arid Agriculture University, she said
that the RSS-inspired fascist govern-
ment unleashed a wave of state ter-
rorism and brutalities to suppress the
dissenting voices. However, Mushaal,
Chairperson Peace and Culture Organi-
sation, stated that they could not damp-
en the courage of the brave Kashmiri
people, who, she said, would continue
their freedom struggle until getting the
birthright to self-determination.

It is pertinent to mention here that
Kashmiris on both sides of the Line
of Control and across the world ob-
served Indian Republic Day, as Black
Day in protest against India’s con-
tinued denial of Kashmiris’ right to
self-determination. The Chairperson
went on to say that it was shameful for
India to call itself a republic despite
the illegal occupation of Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), which was converted into a
world largest tortured cell. Mushaal
said that the notorious Indian authori-
ties usurped fundamental rights of the
Kashmiris, as top Kashmiri leader-
ship including Yasin Malik were put in
jails in fake and fabricated cases just
to silence their voices. She lamented
that India was committing the worst
atrocities and usurped all legal and
constitutional rights of Kashmiris but
the international community, UN bod-
ies and human rights organization still
called it the largest democracy, which
was disgusting. The hurriyat leader

stated that India was not a largest de-
mocracy but a world most fascist and
apartheid state, where living a life not
only for Kashmiris muslims but for all
other minority communities a night-
mare, who were subjected to inhuman
and barbaric acts. She said that the
Kashmir dispute was still unresolved
and pending with the United Nations
due to the world powers and UN bod-
ies’ apathy and callous attitude to-
wards Kashmiris.

Mushaal vowed that despite the
atrocities of the Indian troops, the
Kashmiri people would not give up
their struggle and would continue it
till taking the freedom struggle to its
logical end. She said the current sit-
uation of IIOJK was a big challenge
for the international community and
urged the world powers to help set-
tle the lingering Kashmir dispute
according to the UN resolutions and
aspirations of the Kashmiri people
to avoid the world worst looming hu-
manitarian and human crises. - DNA

KSA-Pak agree to enhance

bilateral trade volume

Syed Naveed Qamar highlighted the
need to enhance co-op in the field
of trade and investment between
the countries and emphasized
the need for closer economic ties

ISLAMABAD: The King-
dom of Saudi Arabia (KSA)
and Pakistan on Thursday
discussed matters of mu-
tual interests and agreed
to enhance bilateral trade
volume between the two
countries. Nawaf Saeed
A. Almalkiy, Ambassador
and Commercial Attache
of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan
called on Federal Minister
for Commerce Syed Naveed

Qamar here, said a press re-
lease issued by the Ministry
of Commerce. Syed Naveed
Qamar highlighted the need
to enhance cooperation in
the field of trade and invest-
ment between the countries
and emphasized the need
for closer economic ties.

He said that the Embassy
of the Kingdom of Sau-
di Arabia in Islamabad is
making its utmost efforts

to promote the economic
relationship between the
two countries and thanked
Nawaf Saeed A. Almalkiy
for his efforts in this regard.
The Ambassador and Com-
mercial Attache expressed
his satisfaction over the
existing level of economic
cooperation between Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia and
expressed the desire to fur-
ther expand economic coop-
eration in all areas.

The two sides agreed to con-
tinue their cooperation in
order to further strengthen
the economic relationship
between the two countries
and to explore new areas of
cooperation. - APP

IESCO
issues power
suspension
programme

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Electric Supply Company
(IESCO) on Thursday is-
sued a power suspension
programme for Saturday for
various areas of its region
due to the transfer of power
lines/installation of a new
tower on Bhara Kahu flyo-
ver. According to an IESCO
Spokesman, the power sup-
ply of different feeders and
grid stations would remain
suspended from 132 KV grid
stations Murree, Minhasa,
Desto, Sambli Barmal from
08:00 AM to 04:00 PM. Due
to this Pindi Point, Barian,
Public Health, Upper Topa,
Shah Dara feeders. - DNA

Media workshop
concludes

ISLAMABAD: Radio News Network holds a three-day work-

shop on natural disasters and environmental reporting in
collaboration with DW Academy (DWA) and Radio News
Network (RNN) has come to an end. In this workshop, se-
lected journalists reporting on environmental issues from
Sindh, Punjab, KPK Balochistan and Gilgit-Baltistan were
taught and briefed on the skills of constructive reporting
on natural disasters and Climate change and were given
an opportunity to hear the opinions of experts regarding

climate change .

Atif Tauqeer, Atif Baloch and Dina Sel-

beck from DW Academy explained to the journalists the
methods of reporting on various environmental topics
and the principles of being constructive and as well as,
the importance of scientific data in constructive reporting
was also explained. The participants were divided into dif-
ferent groups and engaged in various practical activities.
Dina Sibulak said that the world is threatened by climate
change and Pakistan is the eighth affected country, where
there will be more problems due to the increase in tem-
perature in the future. Therefore, there is a need for more
awareness in Pakistan on this issue. - APP

14 ahsconders
held

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
capital police have arrested
14 absconders involved in
heinous crime during the
last 48 hours, a police public
relations officer said. He said
that, following the special di-
rections of Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Islamabad Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan, special
tasks were assigned to all
police officials to ensure the
arrest of proclaimed offend-
ers and courts absconders
involved in heinous crimes.
While all SDPOs and SHOs
were directed to launch a mas-
sive crackdown against pro-
claimed offenders and court
absconders. During the crack-
down against the absconders
and proclaimed offenders, the
Islamabad capital police team
of Tarnol, Shahzad Town,
Sabzi Mandi, Golra, Indus-
trial Area, Koral, Margalla,
Kohsar, Aabpara, and Ramna
police station arrested 14
absconders and proclaimed
offenders during the last 48
hours. IGP Islamabad said
that no one is above the law
and arrests those involved in
heinous crimes and illegal ac-
tivities. Safety to the lives and
property of the citizens is the
foremost priority of Islamabad
capital police. No laxity will be
tolerated in this regard.

Eight outlaws
arrested; drugs
recovered

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
capital police apprehend-
ed eight outlaws including
five absconders from dif-
ferent areas of the city and
recovered drugs from their
possession, a police public
relations officer said.

He said that, following the
special directions of Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan, the Islamabad capital
police has intensified crack-
down against the criminal
elements in order to elimi-
nate the crime from the city.
Following these directives,
the Noon police team ar-
rested an accused namely
Saeem Khan and recovered
510 gram hashish from his
possession. Likewise, the
Nilore police team arrested
an accused namely Arif Ul
Haq involved in illegally sell-
ing petrol. Similarly, the Lohi
Bher police team arrested an
accused namely Waseem in-
volved in illegally gas refilling.

Campaign for
registration
of house

servants

ISLAMABAD: According to
details, following the special
orders of Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Islamabad
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, the
Islamabad Capital Police’s
“Knock the Door” campaign
for the registration of em-
ployees and tenants is in full
swing, a police public rela-
tions officer said.

He said that, during this
campaign, various teams
of Islamabad capital police
are going to the streets and
door-to-door to ensure the
registration of tenants and
domestic workers as well as
to inquire about the prob-
lems faced by the citizens. In
this regard, the Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
Islamabad has registered a
data of 983 employees of 581
houses from Shalimar police
station jurisdiction. - DNA

Women empowerment through ﬂl!lllill literacy vital: Shazia

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Poverty Alleviation
and Social Safety, Chair-
person BISP, Ms. Shazia
Marri on Thursday said the
women empowerment and
education through Digital
literacy would revolution-
ise Pakistan’s economy and
GDP at an unprecedented
level. The Federal Minister
was the Chief guest on the
occasion flanked by SAPM
on Finance, Mr. Tariq Baj-
wa, CEO, NRSP Dr. Rashid
Bajwa, and Chairman NRSP,
Shoaib Sultan Khan.

The National Rural Support
Programme (NRSP) organ-
ised the closing ceremony of
national workshop to dissem-
inate the results of Internet
Dost and Internet Zabardast
projects supported by Goog-
le.org the philanthropic arm
of Google. Addressing the

ceremony the Minister said
this is definitely a revolution
that Pakistan needs through
digital literacy and training
on internet’s positive and
constructive usage. The
*SAPM* after listening to
the success stories of the
two female beneficiaries of
Internet Dost project said
these two smart and talent-
ed women of Pakistan Agsa
Abbasi and Kaneez Fatima
told us their success stories
achieved through the initia-
tive of Google and NRSP.

“You have changed the
lives of your families and
communities and I am
thankful to you for coming
here after facing all odds.”
Ms. Marri also presented
her example as a woman
bringing change in her con-
stituency by winning the
National Assembly (NA)
by-election through direct
vote and brought a revolu-
tion against the prevailing

old taboos and ill mindset.
“Google is the IT sector of
the world and want to ap-
preciate it’s role as it has
emerged as a household
name in the world,” the
Minister said. Appreciating
the testimonials of the pro-
ject beneficiaries, she said,
“T am proud of the language
of women in the testimoni-
als which shows a visible
change among them.”

She empha51sed that the role

of a father is crucial for build-
ing strong women to change
societies. “We know to excel
despite problems and chal-
lenges as the women in Pa-
kistan face huge challenges
and problems and it’s not
easy for them to reach this
level.” She also requested
NRSP and Google to have
such ceremonies in the rural
areas of project sites, so that
the local masses could ob-
serve and learn from them.

. Marri mentioned that
the Article 34 of the Consti-
tution says, “The state will
have to bring women in all
strata of state.”

The IMF study claims that
Pakistan GDP may rise to
33% if women workforce
number is leveled with that
of men. Moreover, the ILO
study claims a GDP increase
upto 9% amounting $139 bil-
lion if 25% women workforce
was increased as par with

men, she noted. “Women
equality will benefit country’s
progress and women empow-
erment will lead to contribu-
tion in it’s GDP growth. It’s
the potential that scares a
typical mindset which needs
to be defeated. We need to
join heads for a resilient Pa-
kistan in all spheres,” she
ended. Rashid Bajwa, CEO
NRSP in his remarks said
the NRSP about a year back
on February 8th, 2022 cele-
brated safe internet day and
launched Internet Dost ini-
tiative. “The NRSP is well
aware of the digital growth
and it’s access to the masses.
However, mobile banking,
and digital marketing have
enermous opportunity for
Pakistani youth to progress.”
These statistics suggest
that the digital divide from
geographic and digital per-
spective is real and the
digital divide explains the
risks and challenges of ru-

ral population, he said. Mr.
Bajwa underlined that it
had enormous potential to
increase learning, skills and
business opportunities for
unemployed masses.

The NRSP CEO said inter-
net indeed is a tool for en-
hancing skills and opportu-
nities whereas based on our
digital literacy interventions
we are about to introduce
transfer banking in NRSP
projects. “It will transform
the banking set-up in Paki-
stan. It has been success-
fully piloted by NRSP. We
have highest representation
of the government and we
extend our support for gov-
ernment endeavours in this
area,” he said. Tariq Bajwa,
SAPM on Finance said the
article 25 of the Constitution
of Pakistan discusses equal
rights for all and Article 20
and 23 discuss full partici-
pation of women which we
lack in every effort.
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Pakistan post
holds online
open court
on Jan 26

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Post
conducted an online Khuli
Katchery (open court) in all
postal circles on Thursday
from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
to resolve the complaints of
its customers. According to
official sources, the initia-
tive was taken on the special
directives of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and the Min-
istry of Communications
and Postal Services for ad-
dressing the complaints of
the users and improving the
services of the department.
During the online interac-
tion, the Director General
of Pakistan Post listened to
the complaints of the postal
clients through online zoom
meetings.  The Director
General also issued orders
to authorities concerned
for resolving the grievances
and providing all possible fa-
cilities to them.—APP

Early
elections
panacea to all

1ssues

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the
House in Senate Dr Shahzad
Waseem  on  Thursday
claimed that the solution
to all the problems being
confronted by the country,
“rests in holding free, fair
and transparent elections.”
Speaking on a point of order
in Senate, he criticized the
government for arresting
Pakistan Tehreek -e-Insaf’’s
leader Chaudhary Fawad
Hussain. Syed Yousaf Raza
Gillani urged the opposition
to avoid criticizing constitu-
tional institutions especially
Election Commission of
Pakistan and caretaker set
up.—APP

NPO to
organise
webinar on
‘Production
& Operation

Management’

ISLAMABAD: The National
Productivity Organization
(NPO) will conduct a train-
ing course on “Produc-
tion and Operation Man-
agement” on January 31
(Tuesday). Production and
operation management
is defined as the process
which transforms the in-
puts/resources of an or-
ganization into final goods
(or services) through a
set of defined, controlled
and repeatable policies,
according to a NPO doc-
ument. The objective of
the webinar includes in-
creasing profitability, in-
creased product quality,
ensures you comply with
government regulations,
increased customer sat-
isfaction, helps in waste
reduction, and increased
teamwork. The workshop
will also provide informa-
tion about productivity
measurement techniques,
productivity improvement
techniques, production
planning and control, mate-
rial requirement planning
(MRP), time and motion
study, work ergonomics,
forecasting, quality control
and management. The we-
binar has been designed for
senior management, middle
management, team leaders
and supervisors.—APP

Police search
142 houses
in different

areas

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
District Police, on special
directives of City Police
Officer (CPO) Rawalpin-
di on Thursday searched
142 houses and 21 shops
in the jurisdiction of dif-
ferent police stations.
According to a police
spokesman, heavy police
contingents, Elite Force,
Special Branch personnel
and Ladies police under
the supervision of senior
police officers conducted
a search operation and
searched 142 houses and
21 shops, besides check-
ing the particulars of 38
tenants. Over 145 per-
sons were also checked
during the operations con-
ducted in Airport, Dhami-
al, and Rawat police sta-
tions, he added.

Senior Superintendent of
Police, Operations, Rawal-
pindi Waseem Riaz Khan
said that search operations
were being conducted to
net criminals and other
lawbreakers.—APP

ISLAMABAD Group photo of Pr1nc1pal of Model .College for Glrls Fld/2 Prof. Sabah Falsal w1th the bartlclpants durlng Self Groomlng -
Contest at Model College for Girls F10/2 in connection with Intercollegiate Ceremony. —APP

Australian envoy hails
relations with Pakistan

As we mark another anniversary of nationhood in Australia, we also mark another year
of shared experience and friendship with Pakistan — 75 years young and going strong

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Austral-
ian High Commissioner to
Pakistan Neil Hawkins re-
flects on relations with Paki-
stan on Australia Day. In his
Australia Day messages, he
said: “Australia Day (today)
is a wonderful opportunity
to reflect on the relation-
ship between our two great
countries. In my seven
months travelling around
Pakistan, I've learned more
about Australian cricketers
than I did while in Austral-
ia! But it has also allowed
me to experience the depth
of talent - of both men and
women - that exists here in
Pakistan. My job is all about
people. I've come to appre-
ciate the amazing diversity
across the many commu-
nities in Pakistan. But this
diversity comes with a

F=tie

warmth and generosity that
is unique to this country.

We have a long history to-
gether. Australia was one of
the first countries to formal-
ly recognise the new nation
of Pakistan in 1947. Now

more than 100,000 per-

sons of Pakistani origin call
Australia home and make a
valuable contribution to our
multicultural and vibrant
society. And we're delight-
ed that many Pakistani

students choose to study
in Australia’s high-quality
educational institutions
in a safe, supportive and
tolerant environment. Aus-
tralians are known as caring
and practical people, and

tackling climate change is a
shared priority for our two
countries. Following the
devastating floods, Austral-
ia committed A$5.2 million
through the UN to help Pa-
kistanis in need. I was hum-
bled to meet some of these
villagers near Sehwan,
Sindh recently. Australia
drew on our own experienc-
es of devastating fires, to
help efforts to tackle forest
fires in Balochistan in 2022.
Moreover, our agricultural
scientists are also cooper-
ating to address food and
water security issues.

I'm often asked what the
highlight of my stay has
been so far. I could men-
tion the awesome scenery
around Skardu, hiking near
Khaplu or in the Margallas,
visiting the old town of La-
hore, the Mohatta Palace
in Karachi, or the lovely Pe-
shawar Museum or eating

Sajji at Lehri’s in Quetta.
For the most memorable,
I would probably have to
come back to cricket. True,
it was a privilege and thrill
to meet the Pakistani men’s
cricket team captained by
Babar Azam and the wom-
en’s cricket team captained
by Bismah Maroof - both
impressive people as well as
outstanding cricketers. Pro-
moting gender equality is a
central pillar of our foreign
policy. So I don’t think I will
forget the energy, enthu-
siasm and commitment of
the Girls’ Under-19 cricket
team. Stars in the making
which augurs well for Paki-
stan’s future.

As we mark another anni-
versary of nationhood in
Australia, we also mark an-
other year of shared expe-
rience and friendship with
Pakistan - 75 years young
and going strong.

‘ Bad housing policy -The Trojan |
horse of economic demise

It is a global reality now that can be seen in many countries. If we
want to move this forward and progress then we will have to create
a conducive environment for this growth to be possible

In 2008, the US witnessed a boom in housing demand. This was mainly due to an increase in jobs that were located
in urban centers such as Seattle, with professions in IT and such. But the government did not have a clear housing
policy for this inflow of labor force. People who self-identified with the idea of Socialism and the Not in my backyard
crowd did not allow for the development of a housing policy which is central to development. The following year
brought the biggest economic meltdown in the US after the great depression of the 1920s. Today, in Pakistan the
urban centers are getting crowded, with a lot of technically skilled labor. This new lot of workers in IT and related
industries need housing. Pakistan’s rural areas from the 50s onwards witnessed a lot of rural development promot-
ing agriculture and food security. Now, the trend has shifted a lot from traditional professions to more modern
and technical professions. This is due to the plethora of education institutes and higher education; with
universities imparting skills. Now, we have a lot of skilled workers in modern fields of IT and other technical
fields. These people are arriving in cities to make their contribution and earn a living. Therefore, the same
trend that was seen in developed countries such as the US during the late 2000s is in a sense repeating itself
in Pakistan. However, if we compare the two countries, the US has got a heavily regulated real estate system,
whereas, Pakistan’s real estate sector has got a traditional capitalist mindset. Nonetheless, Pakistan should
capitalize on this trend and always support an open housing policy for this need to be fulfilled. Everywhere,
countries have mostly, moved away from highly regulated real estate systems, another example would be Ro-
mania. The country stayed under the socialist system until 1990. However, the reforms have worked miracles
as more than 90 percent of the people now own houses. This would not have been possible under the former
system. Even Russia itself has become one of the biggest capitals of real estate in the 21st century. The de-
veloped countries in the world right now have better real estate’s prospects, such as Dubai, Canada, and the
USA. The lesson to learn here is that functional markets promote development as well as knowledge. It is the
marketplace where ideas are exchanged and developed. Without a market setting, there can be no way to de-
velop and sustain a progressive trend. The economic downfall during the Covid-19 pandemic is a clear example
of how adversely development and progress are affected if markets close down. For functioning markets, labor
needs to be present which is not possible without housing facilities. Private real estate is the best provider of
standard living for the shifting labor force in modern times. It is a global reality now that can be seen in many
countries. If we want to move this forward and progress then we will have to create a conducive environment
for this growth to be possible, and for that, we must avoid making any bad housing policies.—Waqas Asmat

PTDC advises tourists
to take precautionary
measures

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (PTDC) on Thursday has advised the tourists visiting
hilly areas of the country during the current snowy season
to take extra precautionary measures to ensure personal
and collective safety and avoid any untoward situation in
extreme weather conditions. The PTDC along with other
concerned authorities have asked the visitors to dress in
layers, wear a warm hat or cap, scarf and gloves or mit-
tens to protect body heat from wind-chill or extreme
cold. The tourists were asked to not keep the vehicle
engine running continuously and do not switch on heat-
ers for more than 10 minutes in an hour. The official
of PTDC urged the travelers to keep vehicle windows
slightly open for fresh air or ventilation and ensure that
vehicle’s exhaust pipe is not blocked by snow, ice or
debris and check once every hour to keep your exhaust

cleared in snowy conditions,”

it said. The travelers

must check for the latest weather or travel advisories
issued for your area and take appropriate pre-caution-
ary measures before going out.

The travelers have been advised to avoid traveling in
low visibility conditions and during icy road conditions
if possible. Before traveling ensure your vehicle is prop-
erly serviced, including heater, brakes, radiator and

replacing worn out tyres”,

it said. The guideline ex-

horted to keep essential supplies in your vehicle when
traveling for use in emergencies including additional
warm clothing, warm blankets, first aid kit, water-proof
matches or lighter, windshield ice-scraper, booster ca-
bles, basic toolkit, bag of sand or cat litter (to provide
traction on ice or snow), wheel chains, spare wheel or
repair kit, dry food or fruits and drinking water.—APP

Pakistan
earns
$391.740
million hy
exporting
transport
seruices

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
earned US $391.740 mil-
lion by providing different
transport services in var-
ious countries during the
first five months of the
current fiscal year (2022-
23) as compared to the cor-
responding period of last
year. This shows a growth
of 31.93 per cent as com-
pared to $296.940 million
earned through the provi-
sion of services during the
corresponding period of the
fiscal year (2021-22), the
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) reported. During
the months under review,
the exports of sea transport
services witnessed an in-
crease of 211.84 per cent,
going up from $35.630 mil-
lion last year to $111.110
million during the months
under review. Among the
sea transport services, the
exports of freight services
increased by 255.27 per
cent from $24.100 million
last year to $85.620 million
whereas the exports of oth-
er sea transport services
also increase by 121.08 per
cent from $11.530 million
to $25.490 million current
year, the PBS data revealed.
The exports of air transport
rose by 6.63 per cent going
up from $254.790 million
last year to $271.670 mil-
lion during July-November
(2022-23).—DNA

Govt brought

back country

from brink of
bankruptcy

ISLAMABAD: Minister
of State for Finance and
Revenue Dr Aisha Ghaus
Pasha on Thursday in-
formed the Senate that the
incumbent government suc-
cessfully brought back the
country from the verge of
bankruptcy, owing to good
management policy.
Replying to a Calling Atten-
tion Notice raised by Sania
Nishtar regarding the cur-
rent status of the economy,
the short and long term
distortions creating the
unprecedented challenges
for a poor man, the min-
ister said the government
had a plan to improve the
economic situation. The
government inherited frag-
ile economy and economic
situation since its inception
besides devastating floods
which directly affected 33
million people, she added.
The minister said all com-
mercial banks were directed
to open LC for import of
food items, medicines and
fuel and added only import
of luxury items had been
curtailed. —~APP

Early
elections
panacea to

all 1ssues

ISLAMABAD: Leader of
the House in Senate Dr
Shahzad Waseem on Thurs-
day claimed that the
solution to all the prob-
lems being confronted
by the country, “rests
in holding free, fair and
transparent elections.”
Speaking on a point of
order in Senate, he crit-
icized the government
for arresting Pakistan
Tehreek -e-Insaf’’s lead-
er Chaudhary Fawad
Hussain. Syed Yousaf
Raza Gillani urged the op-
position to avoid criticizing
constitutional institutions
especially Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan and caretak-
er set up.—APP

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Overseas Pa-
kistanis Foundation (OPF)
in line with the vision of
honorable Prime Minster of
Pakistan is developing the ca-
pacity of returnee migrants
and providing them with
trade-specific toolkits as an
In-Kind support to help them
start sustained self-employ-
ment. In this connection,
a ceremony was organized
in Islamabad under OPF’s
Pak - German Facilitation
& Reintegration Centre
(PGFRC) where toolkits
were handed over to 170 re-
turning migrantsin the fields
of culinary arts, fashion de-
signing, information technol-
ogy, motorcycle mechanic,
solar technician, electrician,
plumber, carpenter, and ma-
son received their toolkits
alongwith Loader Rickshaws,

Passenger Rikshaw and Mo-
torcycles for self-employ-
ment.These returnee mi-
grants had also completed
a comprehensive business
development training from
PGFRC in their selected
trades. Federal Minister
for Overseas Pakistanis &
Human Resource Devel-
opment, Mr. SajidHussain-
Turi was the chief guest at
the ceremony. Dr. Amer
Sheikh, Managing Director
OPF, Dr. Sebastian Paust,-
Head of Development Coop-
eration, Embassy of Federal
Republic of Germany, Mr.
Tobias Becker, Country
Director, GIZ, members of
Senate and National Assem-
bly Standing Committees
on Overseas Pakistanis
& HRD, Members, OPF
Board of Governors, senior
government officials, repre-
sentatives of international

organizations and civil so-
ciety representatives also
attended the ceremony.

Mr. SajidHussainTuri, Fed-
eral Minister for Overseas
Pakistanis & Human Re-
source Development said
that today’s ceremony is
a testament to the com-
mitment of Government
of Pakistan which consid-
ers overseas Pakistanis as
its roaming ambassadors
abroad and is actively en-
gaged in resolving their
reintegration issues in Paki-
stan. Ministry of OP&HRD,
under the leadership of
Honorable Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Mr. Shahbaz
Sharif through OPF is work-
ing in a focused manner on
this issue. Dr. Sebastian
Paustfrom the German Em-
bassy, Mr. Tobias Becker
Country Director GIZ, and
Dr. MansoorZaib Khan, GIZ

Pakistan reiterated that PG-
FRC is playing a critical role
in enhancing the capacity
of returnee migrants and

iLI\l!A"[\ a

Cooperatign

reducmg unemployment
rate in Pakistan. The re-
turnee Pakistani migrants,
who received their Tool-Kits

expressed their gratitude
to the Ministry of Overseas
Pakistanis & HRD/OPF and
the government of Pakistan

Foundation (OPF) and
d Reintegration C

for supporting them to make
a new start and achievesus-
tainable self-employment in
Pakistan.

™
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Quad members
grinding their own axes

The Chinese Foreign Ministry has urged India and Japan to

do more to enhance mutual trust in the regional security

sphere and act in the interest of peace and stability in the
region. The urging came after the Indian Air Force and Japan Air
Self-Defense Force started their first joint aerial exercise, Veer
Guardian 2023, at Hyakuri Air Base, Japan. The 15-day drill is a
poisoned fruit of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, which the
United States has formed with the two countries plus Australia
with the aim of containing China, something it makes no bones
about. Given New Delhi’s reluctnce to throw its weight behind
the US on the Ukraine crisis, Washington should be happy to see
that Tokyo is helping to pull New Delhi closer to its side through
the bilateral drill. India’s attitude toward the US’ invitation to
join its fight club has always been lukewarm. Being a member of
the Quad, as well as a member of BRICS and the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization, it pays special attention to raising its own
profile through balanced diplomacy. By agreeing to take part in
the drills, New Delhi is continuing to stick to its balanced diplo-
macy, but as observers say, it is also part of its efforts to explore
the possibility of diversifying its weapon sources. India can gain
first-hand experience through the drill with Japan about how the
US warplanes perform. The air force of Japan depends heavily on
the US for weapons, intelligence and supplies. On the other hand,
Japan will not waste the opportunity to gain firsthand knowledge
of the capabilities of the Russian stealth jets of the Indian Air Force,
such as the Russian SU-30 MKI, that are taking part in the exercise.
Although the drill was settled months ago during the Quad meeting
in Tokyo last year, its timing is apparently well calculated to serve the
Fumio Kishida government’s agenda as it came at the same time as
Kishida’s visits to the US and other Western allies, in which security
cooperation was a focus. Japan is trying hard to prove to the US its
use value as both a spear and a shield. In exchange, it looks forward
to the US granting it more space to normalize its status at an early
date, preparing for the rerise of militarism upon which hinges its
smoldering empire ambitions. That means despite its small size, the
US-orchestrated bilateral air force drill provides both sides a grinder
on which to sharpen their own axes, but the US should know that will
not necessarily serve its interests in the long run.
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Spring of China’s
economy will come earlier

he National Bureau of Statistics of China on Tuesday released

the 2022 economic data, showing that the country’s GDP grew

by 3 percent. Under repeated shocks of extreme pressure from
multiple factors in the past year, China’s economic performance has
exceeded market expectations, among which, agriculture, high-tech
manufacturing and equipment manufacturing all performed well. Em-
ployment and prices were generally stable, high-quality development
achieved new results, and the economic output reached a new level.
Regarding this achievement, even the US and Western public opinion,
which has always been harsh on China, has basically not made irrespon-
sible remarks so far. Everyone understands what it means and how hard-
won it is. Compared with the long and arduous journey that the Chinese
economy traveled in 2022, people are now paying more attention and
looking forward to the vigorous vitality it has displayed in 2023. Yi
Kang, director of the National Bureau of Statistics, said the entire
Chinese economy will definitely improve in 2023. Recently, both at
the policy level and the market level, there have been strong positive
signals. With the optimization of epidemic prevention and control
measures, social production and life have been revived. The tourism
market across the country heated up sharply during the New Year’s
Day holiday. In the upcoming Spring Festival, data shows that domes-
tic travel bookings have increased by more than 70 percent year-on-
year, while international travel has soared 260 percent. At present,
international institutions generally believe that the Chinese economy
will resume its upward trend from the end of 2022. Public opinion is
more concerned about the difficulties that the private economy and
small, medium and micro enterprises are currently facing. The cen-
tral government attaches great importance to this issue. The Central
Economic Work Conference held at the end of last year emphasized
that policy and public opinion support should be provided to encour-
age and support the growth of the private economy and private enter-
prises. Difficulties are of course inevitable. Over the past 40 years of
reform and opening-up, the Chinese economy has created countless
miracles, and the word “miracle” itself implies a breakthrough in dif-
ficult times. In other words, China’s development has never been
easy, but history has repeatedly proved the advantage of the Chinese
system and the infinite creativity of the Chinese people. Since the
world has greater confidence and expectations in the determination
and ability of China’s economy to overcome difficulties, we should
have this confidence even more.

Swedish hypocrisy: Silencing Anne Frank

critic,

enabling the Quran burning

Tallha Abdulrazaq

Worse yet, it has in fact
adopted the opposite
position and sought to not
only antagonise Tiirkiye,
but to insult almost two
billion Muslims around
the world. Stockholm’s
stance is made even
more repugnant by the
fact that, while it waves
the banner of freedom of
expression when allowing
the demonisation and
insulting Muslims, it had
no similar sentiments when
choosing to crack down on
those who were deemed to
be offensive to the Jewish
community just months
ago. This demonstrates
how Swedish officials pick
and choose when they want
to be free

wedish officials pick and choose when
they want to be free speech absolutists,
and when they decide a horrific red line

as finally been crossed. One of the first social
skills you are taught as a child is to know how
to behave in a manner that endears people to-
ward you so that you can make friends while si-
multaneously advancing your own interests and
those of the group you are in. Shockingly, and
despite being one of the oldest nation-states in
Europe now desirous of NATO membership, it
seems as though Sweden has dramatically failed
to learn this lesson. Worse yet, it has in fact
adopted the opposite position and sought to not
only antagonise Tiirkiye, but to insult almost two
billion Muslims around the world. Stockholm’s
stance is made even more repugnant by the fact
that, while it waves the banner of freedom of ex-
pression when allowing the demonisation and
insulting Muslims, it had no similar sentiments
when choosing to crack down on those who were
deemed to be offensive to the Jewish community
just months ago. This demonstrates how Swed-
ish officials pick and choose when they want to
be free speech absolutists, and when they de-
cide a horrific red line has finally been crossed.
Last October, Rebecka Fallenkvist, an official
within the Sweden Democrats, came under fire
from both Israeli officials and members of the
Jewish community more broadly after making
derogatory and offensive posts on social media
about Jewish teenage diarist Anne Frank. Frank
was murdered by the Nazis in the Bergen-Bels-
en concentration camp during the Holocaust in
1945, and her diary, written while hiding in an
Amsterdam attic, documents what life was like
under German persecution. Rather than making
excuses for their colleague who attacked a teen-
age Holocaust victim as “immoral”, or claiming
freedom of expression, the Sweden Democrats
- the largest member of the right-wing governing
bloc and the second largest party in the Swedish
parliament, the Riksdag - rightly took decisive
action and suspended Fallenkvist. The party

went further still, condemning her words as be-
ing “insensitive and inappropriate”, and pledging
an investigation. Mere months later, and another
genocidal bigot is on the prowl, this time in the
shape of Rasmus Paludan. Yet again targeting the
Muslim community, Paludan, under the guise of
protesting against Tiirkiye’s demands that Swe-
den takes Ankara’s national security priorities
seriously, made an application to the Swedish au-
thorities to sign off on his demonstration in front
of the Turkish Embassy in Stockholm where he
made it clear he will desecrate and burn a copy
of the Quran. Once more, the banner of freedom
of expression was unfurled, as the Swedish au-
thorities gave Paludan the greenlight to continue
his persecution and demonisation of Muslims,
already a vulnerable minority across the world.

Stockholm is acutely aware of how Muslims
are the victims of numerous farright atrocities
stoked by such stunts, including that of the
Christchurch massacre in New Zealand where
dozens of Muslims were murdered by white su-
premacist Brenton Tarrant who was inspired by
another Scandinavian anti-Muslim murderer, An-
ders Breivik. Naturally, this did not seem to both-
er the Swedes. They allowed Paludan, a man they
had previously banned from entering their coun-
try on the basis of his hate speech, to burn the
Islamic holy book and inflame social and commu-
nal tensions in the process. Why did Stockholm
allow this to happen, knowing not only Ankara,
but the entire Muslim world would be gravely
insulted? Why did Sweden do this, knowing Tiir-
kiye holds the key to their accession to NATO?

The answer lies in their inherent Islamophobia
that they simply cannot bottle up for too long. The
mask of European civility, one way or another,
always inevitably slips and reveals the ugly face
of racism and supremacist attitudes that lie be-
neath. In geopolitical terms, and after the shock
of Russia’s incursion into Ukraine almost a year
ago, Sweden made an urgent application to join
NATO to protect its country from any potential
aggression. Clearly, Stockholm thought Moscow

was going to steamroll its way through Ukraine
and control Kiev within a short space of time.
To that end, and knowing Tiirkiye would need to
accept its application for it to accede to NATO
unless it changed its behaviour, Sweden agreed
to take Turkish security concerns seriously and
even started deporting some terror suspects into
Turkish custody. Moreover, and perhaps after
seeing Russia has failed to conquer Ukraine as
originally anticipated, and while facing increasing
public pressure from leftist groups and others,
the Swedish authorities have become more blasé
about their approach to NATO membership, and
have allowed their true feelings towards Tirkiye
and the Muslim world to rise to the surface once
again. However, and if you're Sweden and you are
going to pick a champion of free speech to march
forth and insult your “enemies”, you might want
to pick a better candidate than Paludan. Not only
is the man a far-right nut who has expressed gen-
ocidal ideas towards Muslims, but he is someone
who has had restraining orders issued against
him for stalking young men, has been convicted
of racist hate speech, and was exposed by Danish
newspaper Ekstra Bladet as having paedophilic
tendencies by talking about sexually explicit sub-
jects in front of teenage boys — something he did
not view as being inherently wrong, even as he
denied knowing their age. I am certain most nor-
mal people would rather have a more straight-
laced individual as their champion, rather than
a sexual predator. But, perhaps, the Swedish
authorities find such vile individuals more palat-
able to their vaunted European values more than
the sentiments of billions of Muslims around the
world, including those who live in countries like
Tiirkiye, a country Sweden now wants its people
to lay their lives on the line for them in case they
are attacked. But, and going back to childhood
lessons, perhaps it is time for Stockholm to take
stock of its own actions before asking others to
sacrifice their lives for its safety.

—Courtesy: TRT World

Normalizing hate and Islamophobia in Europe

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson condemned
the desecration, as have
most governments, and
the event led to protests
around the world, harming
Sweden’s reputation
and its relations with
the Muslim world. More
immediately, the incident
may delay Sweden’s bid
to join NATO and further
sour its relationship
with Turkiye, which had
already been angry at
Sweden’s harboring of
Kurdish activists. While
European countries
struggle to contain the
violence perpetrated by
anti-immigrant criminals,
including anti-Muslim
groups

farright activist Rasmus

n Saturday,
@ Paludan set fire to a copy of the Holy

Qur’an in front of the Turkish Embassy in
the Swedish capital, Stockholm. He was allowed
to do so by the police, who surrounded him
while he deliberately carried out this act. It was
not an isolated incident, as the Swedish-Danish
national is a repeat offender. He had previously
been convicted for racist abuse. He has com-
mitted similar acts before, provoking violent
protests in Sweden last year, when he went
on a tour of the country and publicly burned
copies of the Qur’an. Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson condemned the desecration, as
have most governments, and the event led to
protests around the world, harming Sweden’s
reputation and its relations with the Muslim
world. More immediately, the incident may de-
lay Sweden’s bid to join NATO and further sour
its relationship with Turkiye, which had already
been angry at Sweden’s harboring of Kurdish
activists. While European countries struggle to
contain the violence perpetrated by anti-immi-
grant criminals, including anti-Muslim groups,
and deal with the root causes of their violence,
little is done to contain their hate speech or Is-
lamophobia. While the overwhelming majority
of Europeans reject their violent tactics, their
rhetoric is moving from the fringes to the main-
stream. Rantings against Islam are gradually
becoming common in political campaigns and
everyday discourse. This process threatens to
normalize hate speech, especially Islamopho-
bia, in many parts of Europe. Confusing in-
citement with freedom of speech has made it
difficult to address this growing threat. Howev-
er, while freedom of expression is a universal
value enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, international agreements have
attached duties associated with its exercise.
The International Covenant on Civil and Polit-

ical Rights, the main human rights instrument
adhered to by most countries, seeks to address
that balance. While it holds that “Everyone
shall have the right to freedom of expression,”
it adds that the exercise of such a right “car-
ries with it special duties and responsibilities. It
may therefore be subject to certain restrictions,”
including “for the protection of national security
or of public order or of public health or morals.”
Many countries have included such safeguards
in their national laws. While opposition to illegal
migration or excessive legal migration is normal
and falls within freedom of speech and legitimate
political discourse, desecrating the Qur’an deni-
grates the faith of about 2 billion people around
the world who have nothing to do with these local
issues. In the case of Sweden, it has also inflamed
ethnic animosities within the country and damaged
its reputation and the exercise of its foreign policy,
threatening its key security interests. The timing of
Saturday’s incident in Stockholm is curious when
taking into consideration the geopolitical dimen-
sions, such as the war in Ukraine, the changing na-
ture of Sweden’s relationship with NATO and the
talks with Turkiye on that subject. Such timing rais-
es a question about outside influence on Sweden’s
Islamophobes and possible foreign manipulation.
Kristersson condemned the burning of the Qur'an in
Stockholm as “deeply disrespectful.” He tweeted on
Saturday: “Freedom of expression is a fundamental
part of democracy. But what is legal is not necessarily
appropriate. Burning books that are holy to many is a
deeply disrespectful act.” He expressed sympathy “for
all Muslims who are offended by what has happened
in Stockholm today.” Muslim countries and others
expressed outrage at the incident, indicating a uni-
versal rejection of the desecration of the Qur’an as
a form of protest or political expression. Muslim
governments expressed astonishment that the
Swedish authorities had allowed it to take place,
stressing that freedom of expression must be ex-

ercised in a responsible manner. Hundreds of pro-
tests have been held worldwide since the incident.
Hate groups such as Patriotic Europeans Against
the Islamisation of the Occident, known as Pegida,
have done similar things and agitated against Islam
and Muslims in other European countries, includ-
ing burning a copy of the Qur’an in Amsterdam on
Tuesday. Since Pegida was founded in Dresden,
Germany, in 2014, its extremist views have crept
into mainstream political discourse and the far
right has made significant political gains in several
European countries, including Sweden. Pegida and
similar groups have repeatedly incited against Mus-
lims, stoking irrational fears of being overrun by
immigrants, especially Muslims. At times, they use
Qur’an burning as a lightning rod and a tool to at-
tract attention, rally support, recruit new followers
and incite violence. Overwhelming majorities in
European countries, as elsewhere, still reject
hate groups and especially abhor their incendi-
ary tactics, but they have been helpless to stop
the growing popularity of their divisive rhetoric.
It has been an uphill battle for moderates to con-
tain the rise of such groups, as they have gradually
attached themselves to political movements that
have made significant inroads in European legisla-
tures. However, while Europe tries to grapple with
this festering problem within its borders, it would be
useful to put it on the agenda for dialogue with Mus-
lim countries and organizations. Just as it is important
to double down on efforts to fight hate crimes and pur
sue legal means to deal with the excesses of hate speech,
it is becoming necessary to discuss Islamophobia
seriously in political dialogues to enhance mutual
understanding and find remedies for this problem.
Such discussions are also needed to guard against
any ruptures in relations, temporary or otherwise,
because of Islamophobic incidents, and to mini-
mize their exploitation for political ends.

—Courtesy: Arab News
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Briefs

FROM Pace 01

former prime minister was

“not against” table talks. “If
politicians do not want to
sit and negotiate, then what
can I do? Imran Khan is not
against negotiations, howev-
er, there was no response
from the government [when
asked to sit on the table],”
he said. The president said
that Khan was even ready to
reconsider early polls as he
wanted the government to
begin negotiations.
As confusion surrounds the
staging of elections in Pa-
kistan’s biggest province,
President Alvi said he spoke
to Punjab Governor Baligh
Ur Rehman about issuing a
date for the polls. “The gov-
ernor told me that had he
signed on the summary to
dissolve the elections, only
then would he have issued a
date for the elections,” the
president mentioned.
President Alvi said the gov-
ernor told him that he would
not be partaking in “uncon-
stitutional” moves. He added
that the PTI chief also fears
the polls might be put off.
The Punjab Assembly was
dissolved on January 14 after
the governor refused to sign
the dissolution summary for-
warded to him by then-chief
minister Parvez Elahi.

Imran chairs
huddle to
protest...

From Pace 01
their families in a media talk
a day earlier.He was then
taken to Islamabad, where
the capital’s police were
granted a two-day remand
of the PTI leader in the se-
dition case. His arrest drew
strong criticism within the
federal government’s ranks
— which, although, has de-
nied involvement.

SBP foreign
reserves
near rock...

From Pace 01
seeks to revive the ninth Ex-
tended Fund Facility review,
it had requested the Fund to
send a delegation for a visit. In
response, IMF Resident Rep-
resentative in Pakistan Esther
Pérez Ruiz told Geo.tv that
an in-person Fund mission is
scheduled to visit Islamabad
from January 31-February 9
to continue the discussions
under the ninth EFF review.
“The mission will focus on
policies to restore domestic
and external sustainability,
including to strengthen the
fiscal position with durable
and high quality measures
while supporting the vulnera-
ble and those affected by the
floods; restore the viability of
the power sector and reverse
the continued accumulation
of circular debt; and reestab-
lish the proper functioning
of the FX market, allowing
the exchange rate to clear
the FX shortage.”

SBP Governor Jameel Ah-
mad had last Wednesday
said that the country ex-
pects inflows from “next
week”, however, no physical
funds have been received so
far — except for a $2 billion
rollover by the Abu Dhabi
Fund for Development.
Financial pundits have
stressed the government
to complete the IMF pro-
gramme to pave the way for
further inflows as they warn
that a delay in reviving the
Fund’s programme could
be catastrophic for the eco-
nomically distressed nation.
British publication Finan-
cial Times has also warned
that Pakistan’s economy
is at risk of collapse with
the government’s “failure
to revive” the IMF deal.
According to the report,
rolling blackouts and a
severe foreign currency
shortage are making it
difficult for businesses to
continue operations.

Pakistan
attaches
great...

From Pace 01
Pakistan’s postflood recon-
struction and rehabilitation
efforts, including at the re-
cently held International
Conference on Resilient Paki-
stan in Geneva. Ambassador
Blome said the United States
would continue to support Pa-
kistan’s postflood recovery
as well as the Government’s
efforts for economic devel-
opment and reform.

Australian Open-2023

Sabalenka, Kazakhstan’s

Rybakina march into final

Wimbledon champion Rybakina defeated Azarenka and
become first Kazakhstam female in AO singles final

DNA

MELBOURNE: Aryna Sa-
balenka and Elena Rybakina
will clash in Saturday’s Aus-
tralian Open women’s final
after both won in straight
sets in the last four in Mel-
bourne. Wimbledon cham-
pion Rybakina defeated
two-time Melbourne winner
Victoria Azarenka 7-6 (7/4),
6-3 at a blustery and chilly
Rod Laver Arena in Mel-
bourne on Thursday.
Belarusian Sabalenka then
marched into the champion-
ship match with a 7-6 (7/1),
6-2 win over Magda Linette.
The 24-year-old Sabalenka
will be a slight favourite to
win the title, for what would
be her first major crown,
and promises to be a bruis-
ing showdown between two
hard-hitters. “I'm super hap-
py, super happy that I was
able to get this win,” said
the fifth seed after reaching
her first Grand Slam final.
“Magda’s an unbelievable
player. She played really

great tennis.” Sabalenka
has been in the form of her
life since arriving in Austral-
ia. She won the Adelaide In-
ternational warm-up tourna-
ment and has now extended
her unbeaten streak to 10
matches, not losing a single
set in any of them.

But it was Poland’s Linette,
contesting her first major
semifinal aged 30, who
was out of the gate fastest,
breaking to love in the open-
ing game and holding for an
early lead. Sabalenka was
being made to work hard
and showed all her new-
found patience to get back
on terms with a break of her
own, to love, for 2-2 and the
set went to a tiebreak.
Sabalenka timed her moment
perfectly to up the aggression,
and the decibel level, racing
to 40 with a scream. An ace
that barely clipped the line
stretched it to 50 and she
closed out comfortably after
51 minutes, having smacked
20 winners to just seven from
Linette. “I would say that I
didn’t start really well,” admit-

| SABALENKA

ted Sabalenka. “And then on
the tiebreak I kind of found
my rhythm and just started
trusting myself, started going
for the shots. It was great ten-
nis from me in the tiebreak.”
Sabalenka showed no sign of
letting up in the second set,

ELENA‘
AKINA

breaking Linette and with a
scream of “Come on!” holding
for a 3-1 advantage. A second
break took her within sight
of the finish line, which she
raced across in lhr 33min.
Fifth seed Sabalenka’s maiden
Grand Slam final appearance

will be against the Wimbledon
champion, who earlier beat
Victoria Azarenka in straight
sets. “I'm super happy, super
happy that I was able to get
this win,” said the Belarusian,
who had been hoping to play
her compatriot Azarenka in
Saturday’s showpiece.

“Magda’s an unbelievable
player. She played really
great tennis,” added the
24-year-old. Sabalenka came
into the match as many ob-
servers’ favourite for the
Melbourne crown but she
had never won a Grand
Slam semifinal in three
previous attempts. She had
led world number one Iga
Swiatek 4-2 in the third set
of their US Open semi-final
in September before a spec-
tacular meltdown where she
lost 16 of the last 20 points.
That sort of mental baggage
in tennis is always lurking,
especially for someone as
emotional as Sabalenka,
who has admitted to being
stymied by nerves in the
past. But the world number
five has been in the form of

her life since arriving in Aus-
tralia. She won the Adelaide
International warm-up tour-
nament and has now extend-
ed her unbeaten streak to 10
matches, not losing a single
set in any of them. Sabalen-
ka has been exuding a calm-
er, more assured, persona
on court, without losing any
of her famed aggression.

It was this new version of
Sabalenka that was to un-
dergo a severe examina-
tion early against Poland’s
surprise-package Linette.
Linette had enjoyed a dream
run to her first Grand Slam
semifinal at the age of 30,
already knocking out four
seeded players on the way
including world number four
Caroline Garcia of France.
The Pole was out of the gate
fastest, breaking to love in
the opening game and hold-
ing for an early lead. Sabalen-
ka was being made to work
hard and showed all her new-
found patience to get back
on terms with a break of her
own, to love, for 2-2 and the
set went to a tiebreak.

Dembele strike sends Barcelona
into Copa del Rey semi-finals

BARCELONA:  Ousmane
Dembele's second-half
strike gave Barcelona a 1-0
win over 10-man Real Socie-
dad in their Copa del Rey
quarter-final on Wednesday,
stretching their unbeaten
streak to 12 games. Real So-
ciedad came into the match
on the back of nine consecu-
tive wins in all competitions
and almost scored in the
29th minute when Japa-
nese youngster Take Kubo's
strike hit the bar.

But their hopes of inflicting
a surprise defeat on Barca
at the Camp Nou were hit
when forward Brais Men-
dez was shown a straight
red card in the 40th min-
ute for a wild challenge on
Sergio Busquets. Barcelo-
na were the better side for
most of the match after that
but only scored once thanks
to a brilliant counter-attack
by man-of-the-match Dem-
bele in the 52nd minute.
The electric winger ran

through the right channel
after receiving a perfectly
placed long pass from his
France team mate Jules
Kounde and lashed an un-
stoppable rightfoot strike
into the top corner. Socie-
dad should have equalised
seven minutes later but
Alexander Sorloth missed
a sitter, skying a shot from
inside the six-yard box from
a Kubo cross. After Gavi vol-

leyed against the crossbar

from a great cross by Dem-
bele in the 68th minute,
Real made a late push and
could have scored on at least
three occasions, with Barca
keeper Marc-Andre ter Steg-
en making a string of saves
to secure the win. "It was
a struggle for us after they
were one-man down because
they closed down well and
defended relentlessly," Bar-

ca defender Ronald Araujo
told Movistar Plus.

"I'm sure (coach) Xavi will
give us a slap on the wrist, we
probably should have closed
out the game earlier. Now we
need to correct the mistakes
and move forward. I'm happy
because we won at home and
we continue on a good run."
Osasuna joined Barcelona in
the semi-finals after they beat
Sevilla 2-1 later on Wednes-
day thanks to an extra-time
goal by Abde Ezzalzouli.
Chimy Avila opened the
scoring for the hosts in the
71st minute but Youssef En
Nesyri equalised in the 94th
minute, taking the match to
extra time. Substitute Ez-
zalzouli scored the winner
nine minutes into extra time
on a counter-attack, slotting
a rightfoot shot inside the
right post. In the other quar-
terfinals, Real Madrid face
Atletico Madrid and Valen-
cia meet Athletic Bilbao on
Thursday. - Agencies

Man Utd crush Forest
in League Gup final

NOTTINGHAM: Marcus Rashford scored a dazzling solo goal as
Manchester United beat Nottingham Forest 3-0 in the first leg
of their League Cup semifinal on Wednesday to virtually book
a place at Wembley next month. The England man, enjoying a
purple patch following the World Cup, netted his 18th goal of
the season in the sixth minute to silence an expectant crowd
at the City Ground. New United loan signing Wout Weghorst
scored his first goal for the club just before half-time, to put the
visitors in total control, and Bruno Fernandes added gloss to the
scoreline late on. Erik ten Hag's men are hot favourites to reach
Wembley as they seek to end their six-year trophy drought, with
either Newcastle or Southampton lying in wait. "I'm happy with
the performance and I think over 90 minutes we controlled it,"
Ten Hag told Sky Sports. But he highlighted a disallowed Forest
goal in the first half, warning his side could not afford to let oppo-
nents back into the match when they were in charge.

The Dutchman was careful to avoid any hint of complacen-
cy ahead of the second leg at Old Trafford on February 1.
"We have to play one game and we have to do the same.
We have to prepare, we have to make a good game plan
and the players have to be focused,” he said. Former Ajax
boss Ten Hag has revitalised United in his first season in
charge but will be desperate to win silverware to appease
the hungry fans. Brazil midfielder Casemiro was back in the
United starting line-up after being suspended for Sunday's
3-2 Premier League defeat at leaders Arsenal, which left
United fourth in the table. Forest, with new boy Danilo in
the starting line-up, came into the match full of confidence
after just one defeat in their past seven Premier League
matches had lifted them to 13th in the table. - APP

Sports DESK

LAHORE: It's hard to believe that Babar Azam even
further elevated his game during 2022 as the inspi-
rational skipper broke more individual records and
ensured Pakistan's star continued to shine brightly.
Babar was the only player to breach the 2000-run
mark during the calendar year across all formats, and ,_ 4
he did it in style as he broke past that milestone in style
while amassing a whopping 2598 runs at an imposing _
average of 54.12. His haul of eight hundreds and f
17 fifties during the calendar year was Ba-
bar's best of his career to date and there's
no doubt the dynamic right-hander is cur-
rently at the top of his game.

“It is an honour for me to win this award.
I can’t express my happiness in words
because I'm now part of an elusive list
of legends who have won this award,”
“My family, teammates
and fans deserve credit for this award
since they have always supported
me,” he added. The 2021 ICC Men's
ODI Player of the Year continued to
rule in the 50-over format, scoring
679 runs in nine matches. It is a testa-

Azam said.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Defending champion Pakistan Army will
compete against Navy in the opening match of the Inter
Departmental National Basketball Championship start-
ing from today (Friday) here at Liaquat Gymnasium, Pa-
kistan Sports Complex Islamabad. Defending champion
Pakistan Army, POF, Railways, Navy will join group A in
the tournament while Pakistan Air Force, Wapda, Police
will comprise Group B. “Pakistan Basketball Federation
(PBBF) has finalised all the arrangements to conduct a
successful five-day championship under the supervision
of the Federal Basketball Association (FBBA)” said PBBF
Associate Secretary Ouj E Zahoor. Ouj E Zahoor said that
the inaugural match of the championship will be played
between the defending champion Pakistan Army and Navy
while POF and Railways, WAPDA and Police teams will
compete in the first round of the championship. He said
that the semi-finals of the championship will be played on
January 30, while the final will be held on January 31.
SCHEDULE:
January 27 (Day-1): Army vs Navy;
POF vs Railways; Wapda vs Police
January 28 (Day-2): Army vs Railway;
PAF vs Police; POF vs Navy.
January 29 (Day-3): Army vs POF;
PAF vs Wapda; Railway vs Navy.
January 30 (Day-4): Semi Finals
January 31 (Day-5): Final

Babar Azam wins Sir
Grarfield Sobers trophy

ment to his consistency that he registered scores of
50 or more in eight of those innings. He continues
to hold on to his top spot in the MRF Tyres ICC
Men's ODI Player Rankings and it was no surprise
to see the 28-year-old crowned the ICC Men's ODI
a Player of the Year for a second consecutive year.
¥ Babar also enjoyed a tremendous year in Test crick-

' et, despite team results not always going his way. He
accumulated 1184 runs from just nine matches and
did the bulk of the heavy lifting for Pakistan in the
longer format. Babar was grateful to ICC for
the recognition and aims to continue per-
forming at the same level in future. “Win-
ning this award gives me confidence and
I will try to continue performing in the
| same manner in the future as well. I also
want to thank the ICC for considering
me as a suitable choice for this award,”
he said. It was also a memorable year
for Babar as captain in the white-ball for-
mats — Pakistan won all three ODI series
they played, losing just one match out of
nine at the hands of Australia. In the T20I
format, he led Pakistan to the ICC Men's
T20 World Cup final - their first since 2009 -
as Babar's side finished runners-up behind
eventual champions England.

Australia beat Pakistan to clinch women's T201 series

It must be noted that Australia won the first T20I of the series by eight wickets as well. The
home side also Whltewashed Pakistan in a 3-match ODI series during ongoing tour as well

DNA

HOBART: Australia out-
classed Pakistan by eight
wickets in the second T20I
in Hobart to take an un-
assailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match women’s se-
ries. After deciding to bat
first, Pakistan could only
score 96-7 in their allotted
20 Overs. Opener Muneeba
Ali top-scored for Pakistan
with a 43-ball 33, hitting
four fours. Meanwhile,
captain Bismah Maroof re-
turned undefeated on 29
off 28 balls with the help
of two fours. For Austral-
ia, leg-spinner Alana King
clinched two wickets for 10
from two overs. In reply, the
hosts achieved the target in

the 13 over with eight wick-
ets in hand. Wicketkeep-
er-batter Beth Mooney was
the highest scorer for Aus-
tralia with 46 off 29 balls,
laced with six fours and one
six. Pakistan off-spinner
Nida Dar ended up with
match figures of two for 27
from four overs.

It must be noted that Aus-
tralia won the first T20I of
the series by eight wickets
as well. The home side also
whitewashed Pakistan in
a three-match ODI series
during the ongoing tour as
well. Pakistan and Australia
will now feature in the third
and final T20I of the series
at the Manuka Oval in Can-
berra on 29 January. Beth
Mooney made a successful
return to the top of the or-

der to steer Australia to an
eight-wicket victory over Pa-
kistan in the second T20I at
Blundstone Arena. Mooney,
who did not bat in the series
opener in Sydney as she
managed soreness, struck
46 off 29 balls as Australia
reeded in their target of
97 in 12.4 overs, taking an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-game series. After
skipper Bismah Maroof won
the toss and elected to bat,
Pakistan were restricted to
7-96, with opener Muneeba
Ali top-scoring with 33 from
43 balls. Alana King (2-10)
led the way as Australia’s
bowlers shared the wickets,
and the overs - with Meg
Lanning using all nine op-
tions at her disposal, with
the Australian skipper and

wicketkeeper Mooney the
only players who did not de-
liver an over.

Lanning was later forced to
depart for 31 off 32 when
she was struck on the pads
by a Nida Dar full toss, with
the Pakistan spinner’s deci-
sion to review the original
decision paying off.

But Mooney was joined by
newly crowned T20I Player
of the Year Tahlia McGrath
and the pair made short
work of the remainder of
the chase. Mooney found
the boundary six times and
cleared it once in her 46 off
29 balls, only to fall with
the hosts eight runs shy of
victory, while McGrath was
unbeaten on 14 from nine
deliveries as Australia iced
victory in 12.4 overs.

From Pace 01

such peace-building projects
and it would keep on doing
so. She said absolutely,
there was no harm in looking
in detail this specific propos-
al. Pakistan should continue
to project such things, she
added. She said currently,
the hostility was coming
from the other side of the
border which was a due to
hostile government over
there. Pakistan was asked to
normalize its relations with
India on the international
forums time and again. “To
them our response is that
they should look at the mes-
sages we have received from
India,” she added.
The minister said banning
the BBC documentary in
India put a big question
mark on its credibility it pro-
fessed of being the biggest
democracy of the world. She
was of the view that the bor-
der should remain peaceful
as “it is our intention to
continue to engage with In-
dia whatever platform is re-
quired to be able to do that.”
Pakistan was the country
which had always learned
from its history and it did not
believe in generating more
dead bodies on certain con-
flicts because more blood-
shed was not in the interest
of this region, she added.
The minister mentioned
that Director Generals of
Military Operation of both
sides reached an agreement
of ceasefire adding that be-
fore entering into this under-
standing, the two countries
had a ceasefire understand-
ing in 2003 but India did not
respect the accord and vio-
lated it 13,500 times leading
to the death of 310 citizens
and injuring at least 1,600.
She further said the latest
agreement had substantial-
ly decreased cross-border
incidents and expressed the
hope that despite of all that
Pakistan would continue the
‘journey to peace’.

PM mulls
political
strategy...

From Pace 01

President Shehbaz Sharif,
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) Co-Chairman Asif Ali
Zardari and Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM)
President and JamiatUle-
ma-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) chief
MaulanaFazlurRehman  at
the PM House. The troika
discussed the evolving polit-
ical situation in the country
after the dissolution of the
two provincial assemblies of
Punjab and KP and the by-
polls on the vacant seats of
the national assembly.
They also discussed the es-
tablishment of interim cab-
inets in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The meeting
was also attended by Fed-
eral Finance Minister Ish-
aq Dar, Economic Affairs
Minister AyazSadiq and
Railways Minister Khawaja
SaadRafique, PPP leader
Senator Salim Mandviwala
and PPP’s DrAsim Hussain.
This is the first meeting
meeting between three
leaders from the PML-N,
PPP and the JUI-F since
the dissolution of the as-
semblies and setting up
of interim governments in
KP and Punjab.

Shujaat
removed...

FroMm PacGe 01

The development also
comes days after Shujaat
sent a show-cause notice
to Elahi and suspended
his membership over his
comments regarding the
party’s possible merger
with the PTI. Addressing a
press conference in Islam-
abad, Cheema — who was
‘replaced” with Agha — said
the move was “unconstitu-
tional” as the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
was currently hearing a case
regarding intra-party polls.
“It is the first time in the
country’s history that a polit-
ical party’s decision is being
made in such a botched man-
ner by gathering the people
of two to three districts of
Lahore,” he said, reiterating
that Shujaat was the party
chief. “We are the incumbent
government’s allies.” “We
strongly condemn this move.
At least, I personally was
not expecting that he (Ela-
hi) would do something like
this”, Cheema said. He al-
leged that there was a “huge
story” behind the move and
all would be revealed at the
right time. He pointed out
that Elahi’s faction within
the party were “not daring
to merge with the PTI”,
saying that there were a
“few things not allowing
them to take this step”.
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Briefs

ALGECIRAS: The southern
Spanish city of Algeciras
was reeling Thursday, a day
after a machete-wielding
assailant stormed into two
churches killing a verger
and badly injuring a priest.
Spanish prosecutors im-
mediately opened a terror
probe following the inci-
dent near the city’s port on
Wednesday evening. The
attacker was arrested at the
scene, with a police source
identifying him as a 25-year-
old Moroccan man.

“Just after 7:00 pm (1800
GMT), a man entered the
church of San Isidro in Al-
geciras, where, armed with
a machete, he attacked the
priest, leaving him seriously
wounded,” an interior minis-
try statement said.
“Subsequently, he entered
the church of Nuestra Se-
nora de La Palma in which,
after causing damages, he
attacked the verger.”

The verger, Diego Valencia,
“managed to get out of the
church, but was caught by
the attacker outside and
sustained mortal injuries,”
it said, identifying the weap-
on he used as a machete.
The two churches are sever-
al hundred metres apart and
located in an area very close
to the port in this town of
around 120,000 residents.
The emergency services
said the priest had sus-
tained injuries to the neck.
His parish identified him as
74-year-old Antonio Rodri-
guez and said he had been
celebrating the Eucharist
at San Isidro church when
he was attacked, describing
his condition as “serious but
stable”. —APP

‘Otoniel’
pleads guilty
in US

WASHINGTON: A former
Colombian drug trafficker
pleaded guilty Wednesday
to charges in the US includ-
ing engaging in a continuing
criminal enterprise.
Besides charges of running
a multibillion dollar drug
organization and overseeing
a paramilitary group known
as the Clan del Golfo, or
Gulf Clan cartel, Dairo Anto-
nio Usuga David, alias “Ot-
oniel,” also pleaded guilty
to related drug distribution
charges, according to the
Justice Department.

“When sentenced, Usuga
David will face a mandatory
minimum term of 20 years
in prison and up to life in
prison,” said the depart-
ment in a statement. “As
part of the plea agreement,
Usuga David also agreed
to pay a $216 million for-
feiture money judgment.”
The former drug lord is also
accused of carrying out acts
of violence against law en-
forcement, military person-
nel and civilians in Colom-
bia and elsewhere.

“With today’s guilty plea,
the bloody reign of the most
violent and significant Co-
lombian narcotics traffick-
er since Pablo Escobar is
over,” said United States
Attorney Breon Peace.
Usuga David was extradited
from Colombia to the East-
ern District of New York in
May 2022.— APP

US growth
slows in 2022

as downturn

fears loom

WASHINGTON: The US
economy grew at a slower
pace in 2022, the Com-
merce Department said
Thursday, as activity eased
in the final months of the
year and recession fears
loomed. Economic activi-
ty has been moderating as
the US central bank hiked
the benchmark lending
rate seven times last year,
in hopes of cooling demand
and reining in costs as in-
flation surged. The prop-
erty sector has slumped
followed by declines in
manufacturing and retail
sales. Against this back-
drop, the world’s largest
economy expanded 2.1
percent for all of 2022,
down from the figure in
2021, according to Com-
merce Department data.
“The increase in real
GDP in 2022 primari-
ly reflected increases
in consumer spending,
exports,” and certain
forms of investment,
said the department in
a statement. But for the
October to December
period, US gross domestic
product exceeded expecta-
tions to rise at an annual
rate of 2.9 percent.—DNA

Businessmen at forefront
in disaster management

Sri Lanka preparedness partnership delegation visits ICCI

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of Sri Lanka Preparedness
Partnership led by Ms.
Chandrika Kularathna vis-
ited Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and
interacted with the busi-
ness community to learn

about their experiences
to cope with the disaster
management activities.

The representatives of Sri
Lankan Disaster Manage-
ment Centre, Asian Pre-
paredness Centre, Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce,
Sabaragamuwa Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
and other organizations
were in the delegation.
Addressing the delega-
tion, Faad Waheed, Senior
Vice President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry briefed the
Sri  Lankan delegation
about the contributions
of the business commu-

nity to reduce the risks
of disasters. He said that
the business community
has always been at the
forefront in collaboration
with disaster management
authorities of the govern-
ment to provide relief to
the people and businesses
in disaster-hit areas. He
said that the business com-
munity made useful con-
tributions to mitigate the

miseries of affected peo-
ple and businesses during
major disasters in Pakistan
including Covid-19, 2005
earthquake, floods of 2010
and 2022. He also briefed
them about the initiatives
of industries to make their
production activities envi-
ronment-friendly in order
to reduce the risks of cli-
mate-induced  disasters.
He said that ICCI has ar-

ranged ambulance service
to facilitate members in
case of disasters and oth-
er tragedies. He stressed
that the private sectors
of Pakistan and Sri Lanka
should develop close coop-
eration to learn from each
other and develop new dis-
aster-resilient strategies.

Brig. (Retd) Sajid Naeem
of Pakistan Resilience Part-
nership (PRP) said that

Pakistan has established
strong public-private part-
nerships and platforms to
ignite the momentum for
building business resilience.
He said that the objective of
PRP is to enhance the part-
nerships, and coordination
among government, local
humanitarian & civil soci-
ety organizations, private
sector, media and academ-
ia to contribute towards

strengthening the disaster
preparedness and emergen-
cy response capacity at na-
tional and local levels. Ms.
Chandrika Kularathna Head
and other members of Sri
Lankan delegation said that
the key objective of their
visit to Pakistan is to inter-
act with SMEs and learn about
their preparedness for conti-
nuity of businesses post-dis-
asters. They showed keen
interest in learning about the
disaster management sys-
tems in Pakistan so that they
could take advantage of them
to reduce risks of disasters in
their home country.

Rizwana Asif President Is-
lamabad Women Chamber
of Commerce, Malik Sohail
Hussain former Senior Vice
President ICCI and Sana
Zulfigar of PRP also spoke
at the occasion and high-
lighted the role of the pri-
vate sector in reducing
the risks of disasters in
the country through var-
ious initiatives.

Iran announces retaliatory
sanctions on EU, UK entities

ForeiGN DEsk

TEHRAN: Iran on Wednes-
day announced sanctions
against 34 individuals and
entities from the European
Union and the United King-
dom, days after Brussels
and London imposed a fresh
round of sanctions targeting
Iranian officials and organi-
zations. The ministry said
the individuals and entities
were designated because of
“supporting terrorism and
terrorist groups, instigat-
ing and encouragement to
terrorist acts and violence
against Iranian people, in-
terference in domestic af-
fairs of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, fomenting violence
and unrest in Iran, dissem-
ination of false information
about Iran and participation
in the escalation of cruel
sanctions against Iranian
people as an economic ter-
rorism.” Among the 22 EU
individuals and three enti-
ties who face the travel ban
and asset freeze include the
Paris mayor Anne Hidalgo,
the publishing manager of
Charlie Hebdo magazine
Laurent Sourisseau, notori-
ous journalist Bernard-Hen-

ri Levy, as well as Danish
farright politician Rasmus
Paludan. The ministry
also announced sanctions
against a British entity and
eight individuals, including
the attorney general for
England and Wales Victoria
Prentis, former head of MI6
spy agency Richard Dear-
love, and head of the British
Army Patrick Sanders.

Tehran slammed London
and Brussels for support-
ing, facilitating, and failing
to counter the destructive
acts of the sanctioned
individuals and entities,
noting that such measures
are in contravention of
international obligations
regarding the fight against
terrorism. The EU and
UK sanctions, read the
statement, are “obvious
violation of fundamental
principles of international
law set forth in the United
Nations charter.” It came
two days after the Euro-
pean Union announced
sanctions on more than
30 Iranian officials and
organizations connected
to recent deadly riots in
the country, which were
triggered by the death of
a young Iranian woman,

Mahsa Amini, last Sep-
tember. The sanctions tar-
geted a number of senior
Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) officials as
well as senior managers
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB).

Tensions between Iran and
the European Union have
dramatically risen amid
the European Parliament’s
push to list the IRGC as a
“terrorist  organization”,
following a non-binding
vote last week. EU foreign
policy chief Josep Borrell,
however, clarified on Mon-
day that the bloc cannot list
the IRGC as a “terrorist”
entity without an EU court
ruling. Iran’s foreign min-
istry spokesperson Nass-
er Kan’ani in remarks on
Tuesday condemned the
new sanctions imposed by
the EU and the UK, warn-
ing that retaliatory meas-
ures would follow. “The
Islamic Republic will soon
announce a list of new sanc-
tions against the human
rights violators of the EU
and England,” he asserted.
“The action of the Europe-
an Union and the British
regime is a sign of their
mental inability to properly

understand the realities of
Iran.” In a tweet on Wednes-
day, the spokesperson said
the West is angry with IRGC
because the force has con-
fronted the “apartheid Zi-
onist regime.” “The reason
behind US anger at IRGC,
spread of lies & baseless al-
legations against it is clear;
IRGC is a pillar of Iranian
national power, has humil-
iated apartheid #Zionist
regime & disrupted US
domineering strategies in
the region,” he wrote. Iran
sanctioned dozens of EU
and British officials on De-
cember 12, 2022, over their
support and instigation of
recent deadly riots and also
for their meddlesome state-
ments. Back in December,
EU foreign ministers agreed
to impose new sanctions on a
number of Iranian individuals
and entities over an alleged
crackdown on recent protests
and drone deliveries to Russia
for use in the Ukraine war.
The 27-nation bloc imposed
sanctions on 20 individuals
along with entities - including
the IRIB - over alleged human
rights abuses, while four more
people and as many entities
were blacklisted over the
issue of drones.

Switzerland
imposes new raft of
sanctions on Russia

GENEVA: The Swiss Federal Council enacted further
sanctions against Russia on Wednesday, adopting the
latest measures introduced by the European Union in re-

I«

sponse to Moscow’s

military aggression in Ukraine.”

“In response to Russia’s ongoing military aggression
against Ukraine and its continued destabilizing actions
that undermine Ukraine’s territorial integrity, sovereignty
and security, the EU adopted new measures against Russia
on 16 December 2022 as part of a ninth package of sanc-
tions,” said the council in a statement. Switzerland is not
part of the EU, but its economy is closely intertwined with
its neighbors. At the end of February last year, then-Pres-
ident Ignazio Cassis had announced that Switzerland was
adopting the same financial sanctions by the EU against
Russian President Vladimir Putin and other officials for
Russia’s war on Ukraine. The Federal Department of
Economic Affairs, Education and Research (EAER) set
about amending the annexes of the relevant ordinance
within its competence and approved, among other things,
the sanctioning of around 200 additional individuals and
entities. The Federal Council comprises seven members,
each of whom heads a government department and comes
from four different major parties, also referred to as “the
government,” and which is likened to a cabinet in other
countries. The sanctions came into effect on Wednesday
at 6 p.m. local time (1700GMT). The sanctions include
bans on services in product testing, advertising, market
research, and opinion polling services and new controls
and restrictions on the export of various goods. These in-
clude dual-use goods, goods for military and technological
enhancement, or for the development of the defense
and security sector, or goods that contribute to the en-
hancement of Russian industrial capacity. In addition,
the government will extend the export ban on goods for
the aerospace industry to include engines for aircraft
and drones. Likewise, Switzerland will ban new invest-
ments in the Russian mining sector.—APP

France to withdraw
its troops from
Burkina Faso

PARIS: France will withdraw its troops from Burkina Faso
within a month, local media reported Wednesday.

Burkina Faso on Monday requested that France withdraw
its military, which was deployed to help local forces battle
insurgents linked to the al-Qaeda and Daesh/ISIS terror-
ist organizations. The West African country said it has
decided to end a military pact that allowed the presence
of French troops because it is in line with the transition
government’s vision for the Burkinabe people to defend
their country. It noted, however, that the request does
not mean the end of diplomatic ties between the two
countries. A French diplomatic source revealed that the
request regarding the agreement of 2018 on the status
of the French forces in the country will take effect next
month, French radio broadcaster Europe 1 reported. "We
will respect the terms of the agreement and proceed with
the request,” the source said. Relations between France
and Burkina Faso have been low since soldiers seized
control of the African country in September last year. Sev-
eral demonstrations have been reported against the French
military presence in the country on perceptions that it has
been ineffective against the terrorism that has been raging

in the country since 2015.

Previously, authorities in Burkina Faso also demanded "a
new interlocutor” to replace the French ambassador.—APP
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PARIS: Pakistan ambassador to France Asim Iftikhar Ahmad meets Diplomatic Advisors for French Ministry of
Energy Transition and Ministry of Ecological Transition. Both sides exchanged views on immense potential for
collaboration on renewable energy, climate change and sustainable development—DNA

AUCKLAND: Former New Zea-
land Prime Minister Jacinda Ard-
ern “stood by us” in delivering
empathetic leadership, leaving
her successor with “big shoes to
fill,” according to relatives of the
victims of the 2019 Christchurch
terrorist attack. “The news
of her resignation (last week)
came as a shock to many of us
and took us a while to process,”
Hamimah Ahmat, chair of the
Sakinah Community Trust, a
group of relatives of those who
lost their lives in the horrific at-
tacks, told Turkish News agency
on Wednesday. “Many of us are
grateful for her compassion, and
empathetic leadership. She was
approachable, stood by us, and
most importantly showed us how
a leader should support people
going through tough times - with
kindness,” said Ahmat. On March
15, 2019, using semiautomatic
weapons and livestreaming the
attack, Brenton Tarrant, an Aus-
tralian white supremacist, killed

51 people and injured 40 more at
the Al Noor Mosque and the Lin-
wood Islamic Centre in the city of
Christchurch. Ahmat’s husband
Zekeriya Tuyan is one of the wor-
shippers lost in the terror attack,
which shook the whole world. In
2020, Tarrant was sentenced to
life in prison without the possi-
bility of parole, in the first such
ruling ever handed down in the

island nation. His appeal of the
sentence is currently pending. “It
was unfortunate for (Ardern) that
the terrorist attacks happened
under her leadership,” Ahmat
told Anadolu hours after Labour
Party leader Chris Hipkins was
sworn in as Ardern’s successor
following her surprise resig-
nation. Hipkins has “big shoes
to fill,” said Ahmat. “I look for-

ward to a prime minister who
will lead with similar humility
and authenticity, and a Cabinet
that will continue the work”
addressing the causes and long-
term impact of the attack, she
said. “The government is the
custodian of our security, so
they have a moral obligation to
hold agencies to account for the
broken systems that allowed the
March 15 terrorist attacks to
happen,” she added. Ardern, 42,
announced her resignation last
week, saying she no longer had
“enough in the tank” to contin-
ue the nation’s top job. Though
giving up the premier post, Ard-
ern is set to serve as a member
of Parliament until April. ‘Long
way to go’ Ahmat said Ardern’s
government responded to the
terror attack in many ways,
including changing gun laws,
and the introduction of the
Christchurch Call, under which
governments and tech compa-
nies seek to eliminate violent

extremist content online, be-
sides the Royal Commission of
Inquiry into the terror attacks.
“After the release of the report,
the government swiftly agreed
in principle to implement all
44 recommendations contained
in the Royal Commission of In-
quiry and is in fact currently ac-
tioning many of the recommen-
dations,” said Ahmat, but added:
“This is still work in progress and
we have a long way to go.” Lauding
Ardern for acting quickly to perma-
nently ban a variety of weapons,
Ahmat said some 51,000 firearms
were handed to the police out of an
estimated 170,000 in circulation at
the time, yet leaving “a significant
proportion of them ... still in the
hands of gun owners.”“Still, this is
a start and a sharp contrast to at-
tempts by countries like the United
States, where their gun legislation
has failed,” she added. Ahmat declined
comment on Tarrant’s appeal, saying
simply of the racist, Islamophobic mass
murderer: —Agencies

LIMA: Peru's President
Dina Boluarte has called
for dialogue as anti-govern-
ment protests continue to
shake the country. Demon-
strators are demanding her
resignation, immediate elec-
tions and the dissolution of
the country’s Congress.
The protests follow the im-
peachment of former Pres-
ident Pedro Castillo last
month after a failed attempt
to dissolve Congress.
Although Wednesday’s pro-
tests were mostly peaceful,
around 50 people have been
killed so far during demon-
strations which started in
early December.

Boluarte said the deadly vi-
olence experienced recently
should be solved with peace
and democracy:

“The political crisis that
Peru is experiencing could
transit through the path of
violence, death and destruc-
tion, or it can be solved in
peace, dialogue and democ-
racy, in the way the OAS
and our region has always
favoured,” she said.

One demonstrator said peo-
ple on the streets are calling
for justice for those who
died in protests outside the
capital Lima:

“This is what we are re-
questing, justice for all the
brothers who have lost their
lives,” said Juana Quispe,
“and we also request no
more massacres in the
town of Juliaca, in the Puno
department, we are strug-
gling.”—DNA

Russian
envoy slams
Germany
over Leopard

tanks

MOSCOW: Germany’s deci-
sion to send Kyiv Leopard
2 tanks takes the war in
Ukraine to a new level, the
Russian ambassador to Ber-
lin said on Wednesday.
“This extremely dangerous
decision takes the conflict
to a new level of confron-
tation and contradicts the
statements of German poli-
ticians about Germany’s un-
willingness to get involved
in it,” Sergey Nechayev said
in a statement, published on
the embassy’s website.

His remarks came soon
after Germany announced
on Wednesday that it would
send 14 Leopard 2A6 battle
tanks to Ukraine and allow
its allies to export them to
do the same. “On Jan. 25,
2023, the German govern-
ment approved the delivery
of heavy Leopard 2 battle
tanks to the Kyiv regime.
Other countries armed with
such equipment are allowed
to re-export it to Ukraine.” In
his statement, Nechayev add-
ed that the move showed that
Germany and its closest allies
were not interested in a diplo-
matic solution in Ukraine, but
instead were “set on its per-
manent escalation” and “un-
limited pumping” of Ukraine
with “new deadly weap-
ons.”“The ‘red lines’ are in
the past,” he asserted, refer-
ring to previous statements
by Western politicians that
some kinds of arms could not
be given to Ukraine to avoid
further escalation.—APP

Bomb blast in
Nigeria kills
27 herders

KANO: A group of 27 Fulani
herders was killed Wednes-
day and several others were
wounded when a bomb ex-
ploded in the village of Ruku-
bi on the border between Na-
sarawa and Benue states in
central Nigeria, police said.
Nasarawa state police spokes-
man Ramhan Nansel said the
local police command was
working in collaboration with
other security agencies and
the state government to de-
termine the circumstances
that led to the bombing and
to arrest the perpetrators.
“It is unfortunate that such a
thing happened. Twenty-sev-
en of the herdsmen were
killed after a bomb exploded
in the Doma Local Govern-
ment Area. The police and
other security agencies are
working around the clock to
understand what led to the
attack and track down those
involved,” Nansel said. Na-
sarawa Governor Abdullahi
Sule commented on the blast,
vowing to ensure that those
behind the killings are ap-
prehended and face justice.
He urged all Fulani people
across the state to remain
calm, saying the state gov-
ernment was working with
authorities in Benue State to
find a lasting solution to the
incessant attacks on people
along the Nasarawa-Benue
border. —Agencies
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BEIRUT: Scores of protest-
ers Thursday scuffled with
riot police in Beirut as they
tried to break into the chief
offices of Lebanon’s judiciary,
after officials moved to crip-
ple the probe into a massive
port explosion that wreaked
havoc on the capital city.
Lebanon’s chief prosecutor
Ghassan Oweidat Wednes-
day ordered the release of
all suspects detained in the
investigation into the deadly
2020 port blast in Beirut and
filed charges against the judge
leading the probe, Tarek Bitar.
Bitar on Monday resumed the
investigation based on his le-
gal interpretation, following a
13-month halt over legal chal-
lenges raised by politicians
accused in the probe. He also
charged over a dozen senior
political, judicial, and security
officials, including Oweidat.
The recent developments
have led to a standoff be-
tween the two judges, who
each claim the other is
breaking the law, crippling
the country’s judiciary, as
its cash-strapped institutions
continue to decay. The probe
has stalled for years, as it
threatens to rattle Lebanon’s
ruling elite, which is rife with
corruption and mismanage-
ment, and has helped push
the country into an unprece-
dented economic meltdown.

Rashid
suggests
Imran to stage
train march

DNA

LAHORE: Awami Muslim
League (AML) chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed suggested on
Thursday Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan to stage train
march from Karachi.
Speaking to the media,
Mr Ahmed lamented the
rupee’s “consistent depre-
ciation against the US dol-
lar.” Mr Ahmed schooled
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
over the depreciation of
the rupee, saying the latter
vowed to bring the green-
back below Rs200.
Underscoring the need to
end the menace of mon-
ey laundering, Mr Ahmed
stressed the need to get rid
of the money launderers.

Court seeks

detailed
answer from

ECP in LG

polls case

ISLAMABAD: A division
bench of Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Thursday
sought arguments from law-
yers and detailed answers
from Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on the intra
court appeals about the local
body elections in Islamabad.
A twojudge bench comprising
Chief Justice of IHC Aamer
Farooq and Justice Saman
Raffat Imtiaz heard the ICAs
against the order of single
member bench. At the outset
of hearing, Additional Attor-
ney General Munawar Dogal
said that Additional Attorney
General Aamer Rehman was
busy in other cases while the
office of the attorney general
of Pakistan was vacant. - APP

Pakistan, Kazakhstan agree

to enhance trade relations

Syed Naveed Qamar observed that Pakistan will host the next session of the
Joint Working Group on Trade in the coming months to discuss issues in
bilateral trade and undertake measures for enhancing economic integration

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Kazakh-
stan for Pakistan, Yerzhan Kistafin called
on Federal Minister for Commerce Syed
Naveed Qamar here on Thursday and
agreed in principle to sign Kazakhstan-Pa-
kistan Transit Trade Agreement. The
two discussed potential opportunities for
trade and cooperation between Kazakh-
stan and Pakistan, including the conclu-
sion of several transit trade agreements,
said a press release issued here. The
Minister remarked that the government
is keen to further strengthen bilateral
economic and trade ties between the two
countries, and expressed confidence that
the two sides would expedite the process
of concluding the agreements.

Syed Naveed Qamar observed that Pa-
kistan will host the next session of the
Joint Working Group on Trade in the
coming months to discuss issues in bi-
lateral trade and undertake measures
for enhancing economic integration.

The minister remarked that the MoU
between KAZAKH INVEST&QazTrade
from Kazakastan and Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan (TDAP) and

Board of Investment (BOI) from Pakistan
signed on 23rd December, 2022 will fur-
ther enhance Trade and Investment ac-
tivities between the two sides. Ambassa-
dor Kistafin appreciated the Minister for
his support and expressed optimism that
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the agreements would be finalized soon.
Besides this agreement, the Ambassador
also showed keen interest in Pakistani
sports goods, furniture, and tourism.

Subsequently, Syed Naveed Qamar, invit-
ed the Ambassador as “Guest of Honor”

- N
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on the 18th Trade Fair of the OIC member
states scheduled to be held from 16-18th
June, 2023 in Lahore with the theme of
women entrepreneurship. He also invited
Kazakh Government to establish a “Spe-
cial Pavilion” at the OIC’s Trade Fair.

ISLAMABAD Chief of the Naval Staff, Admlral Muhammad Amjad N1a21 calls on PM Shehbaz Sharif. - DNA

EU looks to boost returns
of migrants denied asylum

STOCKHOLM: EU interior ministers on
Thursday discussed how to return irregu-
lar migrants to their home countries more
effectively - with some arguing for limiting
visas to uncooperative nations.
"Returning those who have been denied
asylum in Europe is a really important is-
sue," said Maria Malmer Stenergard, migra-
tion minister for Sweden, which hosted the
meeting as current holder of the EU pres-
idency. European Commission statistics
show that in 2021, out of 340,500 orders for
migrants to be returned to their countries
of origin, only 21 percent were carried out.
"We have a very low return rate," noted EU
home affairs commissioner Ylva Johansson.
"We can do significant progress here to in-
crease the numbers of returns and have it
more effective and quicker," she said.
The Swedish EU presidency believes coop-
eration could be improved with countries
outside the EU whose citizens make up sig-
nificant numbers of irregular migrants.
Malmer Stenergard said it was "crucial”
that EU member states use the full weight
of their governments - including leveraging
development aid - to press third countries
on the returns issue. The EU funds various
reintegration programmes in countries that
| readmit their citizens who have been de-

nied asylum in Europe. These are separate
from deportations or forced returns based
on a court or administrative order, which
are often carried out under escort and typ-
ically do not include in-country assistance.
The EU has had a mechanism in place
since 2020 to use visa issuance as a lever
against countries that refuse to take back
their nationals or decline to issue them
with the necessary travel papers. But so
far that measure has only been applied
to Gambia, for whose citizens getting a
Schengen visa is more difficult and cost-
ly. The commission in 2021 proposed the
mechanism be extended to Bangladesh
and Iraq, but that has not happened.
Johansson said after a November visit to
Bangladesh that the threat of the visa sanc-
tion has prompted Dhaka to become more
"politically open" to accepting irregular mi-
grants back from Europe.

EU leaders in December 2021 called for
"all relevant tools" to be used to push mi-
grant-originating countries to cooperate on
readmissions, including access to develop-
ment aid, trade and visas. France backed
a carrot-and-stick approach, with its junior
minister for citizen affairs, Sonia Backes,
saying in Stockholm that first "constructive
dialogue" should be used. - APP

Ukraine hit by missiles day
aiter West's offer of tanks

MonNITORING DESK

KYIV: Russia launched a wave of mis-
siles at Ukraine on Thursday, a day
after Germany and the US pledged
tanks to aid Kyiv’s fight against the
invasion. One person died and two
others were injured after strikes hit a
building in Kyiv, the city’s mayor said.
Officials also reported strikes on two
energy facilities in the southern re-
gion of Odesa. The barrage came as
Russia said it perceived the tank offer
as “direct” Western involvement in the
conflict. In what was a sustained and
wide-ranging attack, the head of the
Ukrainian army said Moscow launched
55 air and sea-based missiles on
Thursday. Valery Zaluzhny added that

47 of them were shot down,

20 around Kyiv. Earlier, Ukraine’s air
force said it had downed a cluster of

Iranian-made attack drones

in the south of the country.

A 55-year-old man was killed and two
others wounded when non-residential
buildings in the south of the capital

were struck, officials reported.

into darkness. After

largest private power producer.

including

effective battle tanks available.
launched

by Russian forces from the Sea of Azov

The offensive was a continuation of
Russia’s months-long tactic of tar
geting Ukraine’s infrastructure. The
freezing winter has seen power sta-
tions destroyed and millions plunged
Thursday’s
strikes, emergency power cuts were
enforced in Kyiv and several other
regions to relieve pressure on the
electricity grid, said DTEK, Ukraine’s

A day earlier, German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz promised to provide Ukraine
with 14 Leopard 2 tanks, following
weeks of international pressure. They
are widely seen as some of the most

The heavy weaponry is expected to ar-

rive in late March or early April. Pres-
ident Joe Biden later announced the
US would send 31 M1 Abrams battle
tanks, marking a reversal of longstand-
ing Pentagon arguments that they are
a poor fit for the Ukrainian battlefield.
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky welcomed the move but urged the
speedy delivery of the tanks. He also
appealed to the West to send long-
range missiles and fighter jets. But
for tanks to be “game-changer”, 300
to 400 of them would be needed, an
adviser to Ukraine’s defence minister
told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme.
“The sooner we defeat Russia on the
battlefield using Western weapons,
the sooner we will be able to stop this
missile terror and restore peace,” Yu-
riy Sak said. Speaking on the same
programme, Nato Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg said sending tanks to
Ukraine would make a big difference
to the country’s ability to win the war.

Palestine condemns
American silence
over killings in Jenin

DNA

RAMALLAH: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates of the State of Palestine con-
demns in the strongest terms the bloody and
barbaric incursion committed by the Occu-
pation forces since this morning against our
people in Jenin and its Camp, which has so far
left at least 9 Martyrs and a number of injuries
among the Palestinian citizens, disregarding all
human values and Principles as they besieged
the Camp and closed it all its enterences and
live bullets with the aim of Extrajudicial and
Cold-blooded killing, preventing Medical Staff
and Ambulances from reaching the wounded,
leaving them bleeding while they are on the
ground to death, and attacking Jenin Hospital
and patients with gas bombs, in a chilling image
that the Media trusted in the sight and hearing
of the International Community. It expresses
the arrogance of the Occupation and its insist-
ence on escalating the situation in the arena of
conflict, which threatens to blow it up complete-
ly. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Palestine
wonders: If Int'l Community and the American
Administration do not move now, in light of
these brutal scenes and crimes committed by
the Occupying Forces, then when can it move
to triumph over its Principles and Positions
and preserve what remains of its Credibility?

Zero tolerance against
abusing state institutions

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Malik Muhammad Ahmed Khan here
on Thursday said that the government would observe zero tolerance against individuals
abusing or hurling threats to the state institutions and creating hatred among its person-
nel. Addressing the media persons, he castigated Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan for instigating political polarization, dividing the society and promoting hatred
among the people for his pity political gains. He said that PTI was the party of only 30
members and the rest was provided to it by former National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
Chairman Javed Igbal, who himself admitted this as reported by columnist Javed Chaud-
hary. Javed Igbal admitted that he was tasked to provide at least 40 (prominent) persons to
Imran Khan’s PTI. He said that he was astonished to note that his friend Fawad Chaudhary
has hurled such disturbing threats to an institution. Chief Election Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja was appointed by Imran Khan, he expressed. He said Imran Khan accused Don-
ald Lu, General Qamar Javed Bajwa and now he accused Mohsin Raza Naqvi for toppling
his government. He criticized former state minister Farrukh Habib for obstructing police
from official duties. Caretaker Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi was appointed after following a
constitutional process, he added. PTI had started sullying campaign against Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) after their refusal to launch Electronic Voting Machine (EVM)
and CEC’s principal stance on Daska election riggings by Buzdar government. — APP

14-member caretaker
KP cabinet takes oath

PESHAWAR: The 14-member caretaker provincial cabi-
net of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Thursday took oath here
at the Governor House. KP Governor Ghulam Ali admin-
istered the oath from the members of the cabinet and
felicitated them and conveyed best wishes. The cabinet

Taliban to set
new rules on
women's aid
work, UN says

WEB DESK

KABUL: Taliban ministers
have told a senior UN official
they plan to draw up new
guidelines to allow Afghan
women to work in some hu-
manitarian operations. Mar-
tin Griffiths told the BBC
he had received “encourag-
ing responses” from a wide
range of Taliban ministers
during talks in Kabul, even
if last month’s edict banning
Afghan women working for
NGOs is not reversed.

With Afghan women playing
a crucial role in delivering
aid, there is concern the
ban is endangering urgent
life-saving humanitarian op-
erations in the country.
“It's worth remembering
that, this year, Afghanistan
is the biggest humanitarian
aid programme in the world
ever,” Mr Griffiths, the
UN’s Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral for Humanitarian Af-
fairs, told me in Kabul.

The aid arithmetic is stag-
gering. This year, agencies
will try to reach 28 million
Afghans, more than half the
population, including six
million who are, Mr Grif-
fiths says, “knocking on
famine’s door”.

This year is Afghanistan’s
coldest winter in a decade,
and it’s been cruel. In the
past two weeks, more than
126 Afghans have perished
in freezing temperatures,
collapsing from hypother-
mia, or overcome by toxic
fumes from gas heaters.
And winter’'s icy blast
strikes a people already liv-
ing, perilously, on the edge.
Providing aid to Afghanistan
is of epic proportions too.

More than
160 Afghans
die in bitterly

cold weather

KABUL: More than 160
people have died from the
cold in Afghanistan this
month in the worst winter
in more than a decade, au-
thorities said on Thursday,
as residents described be-
ing unable to afford fuel to
heat homes in temperatures
well below freezing.

“162 people have died due
to cold weather since Jan-
uary 10 until now,” said
Shafiullah Rahimi, a spokes-
person for the Minister
of Disaster Management.
About 84 of the deaths had
taken place in the last week.
The coldest winter in 15
years, which has seen tem-
peratures dip as low as -34
degrees Celsius (-29.2 de-
grees Fahrenheit), has hit
Afghanistan in the middle of
a severe economic crisis.
Many aid groups have par-
tially suspended operations
in recent weeks due to a
Taliban administration rul-
ing that most female NGO
workers could not work,
leaving agencies unable to
operate many programmes
in the conservative country.
In a snowy field in the west
of the Afghan capital, chil-
dren rummaged through
rubbish looking for plastic
to burn to help their fami-
lies, unable to afford wood
or coal. — Agencies

members included Abdul Halim Qasuriya, Syed Masood
Shah, Hamid Shah, Advocate Sawal Nazir, Bakht Nawaz,
Fazl Elahi, Adnan Jalil, Shafiullah Khan, Haji Ghafran,
Khushdil Khan Malik, Taj Muhammad Afridi, Muham-

mad Ali Shah, Justice (R) Irshad Qaiser, Shahid Khan

Khattak. Chief Secretary Dr Shehzad Bangash, Inspec-
tor General of Police Moazzam Jah Ansari, Commis-
sioner Peshawar Riaz Mehsud, heads of administrative
departments and other political and social personalities
participated in the oath taking ceremony. - DNA
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