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Ch Shujaat
foresees
nolis’ delay

DNA
GUJRAT President of Paki-

¥ stan Muslim

b . - Chaudhry
=Sy Shyjaat Hus-
h sain said on
Thursday he foresees delay
in next general elections, let
alone snap polls. In a state-
ment, Chaudhry Shujaat
stressed that all political par-
ties need to sit together over
economic issues and said the
CJP should chair a conference
on economy’s revival. Talking
about differences between
PML-Q leadership, the party
head said he has no intention
to expel Moonis Elahi from
the party and show cause no-
tices were only served to stop
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi from
taking a wrong step.

NA Speaker
defends his
decision

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National As-
L sembly Speak-
. er Raja Per-
W vaiz  Ashraf
= on Thursday
" defended his
. decision  to
accept the resignations of PTI
lawmakers, saying he only
did so after they were able to
“satisfy him” by proving that it
was a “voluntary decision and
not under pressure”. In an ap-
parent bid to scuttle the PTT’s
purported plan to bring a con-
fidence motion against Prime
Minister ~ Shehbaz  Sharif,
Ashraf on Tuesday had accept-
ed the resignations of 34 PTI
lawmakers alongside Awami
Muslim League chief Sheikh
Rashid, resulting in their
de-notification by the Election
Commission of Pakistan.

Eelections
only solution
to crisis

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League
N awaz
(PML-N)
Senior Vice
President
Shahid Kh-
agan Abba51 has said that
elections are the only solu-
tion to the current crisis,
media reported on Thurs-
day. Shahid Khagan Abbasi
favoured the organisation of
fresh elections in the coun-
try. The PML-N senior lead-
er said that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif can make
difficult decisions and each
political party would pay the
price for its decisions.
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Pak keen to

upgrade ties
with Russia

PM meets Russian Minister, exchanges
views on supplying oil and gas from Russia

SpeEciAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif has expressed Pakistan’s keen desire to
upgrade its bilateral cooperation with Russia
in trade, investment and economic matters.
He was talking to a delegation led by the
Russian Energy Minister Nikolay Shulginov,
which called on him in Lahore on Thursday.
Welcoming the delegation, the Prime Min-
ister highlighted the importance Pakistan
attaches to its relations with the Russian
Federation. He recalled his meeting with
President Vladimir Putin in Samarkand in
September 2022, and said that the meeting
had reached important decisions to further
strengthen Pakistan-Russia relations.

The Russian Energy Minister reciprocated
Prime Minister’s sentiments and delivered a
special message of Russian President Vladimir
Putin to the Prime Minister. In his message,
President Putin referring to Pakistan as Rus-
sia’s important partner in South Asia and the
Islamic World reiterated Russia’s strong inter-
est to deepen the bilateral relationship. Both
sides agreed on the importance of energy sec-
tor for the development of bilateral economic
and trade relations. In this regard views were
exchanged on supplying oil and gas from Rus-
sia to Pakistan on a long term basis. Matters
related to gas pipelines were also reviewed.
The Prime Minister provided guidance for
the work of 8th Round of Pakistan-Russia
Inter-Governmental Commission meeting
scheduled to be held in Islamabad.

Pakistan,
Russia finalize
consultations

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Russia
have finalized consultations to en-
hance cooperation in areas of mutual
interests, including energy, oil and
gas, trade and commerce, science
and technology, investment, indus-
try, economy and agriculture. These
consultations were held on the 2nd
day of 8th meeting of Inter-govern-
mental Commission on Trade and
Economic, Scientific and Technical
Cooperation of Pakistan and Russia
in Islamabad on Thursday. Both sides
have finalized the draft protocol of
these meetings. This draft protocol
will be agreed and signed at the ple-
nary session of 8th Session of Inter-
Governmental Commission of Pak-
Russia being held tomorrow. The aim
of these consultations is to enhance
the level of trade and cooperation be-
tween both states. Both sides shared

Continued on Page 06

Pak eyes

meeting

IMF conditions

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning, Devel-
opment, and Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal
said Thursday that the government would
meet the International Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) conditions for completing the pro-
gramme, however, vowed that the common
man would not be affected.

During his address at a meeting in Islama-
bad, the federal minister said the previous
government had “recklessly” agreed upon
the programme, therefore, the current ad-
ministration has no option but to continue it.
“We have to do a lot of adjustments, but we
will take decisions in the larger interests of
the state,” he said and added: “We will try to
put a minimum burden on the poor and com-
mon people.” The government faces an up-
hill task on the economic front amid a devalu-
ing currency, rising inflation, depleting forex
reserves, and a stalled IMF programme.
Despite the government’s repeated assuranc-
es that inflows would begin this month, their
claims have not yet materialised, resulting in
a market frenzy. The minister said Pakistan’s
economy was in a dismal state when the cur-
rent government took over, and given the
shortage of time, it had decided to take short-
term measures to turn the economy around.

Igbal stressed the need for mobilising all
available resources to increase productivity
and exports of the country to get rid of for-
eign loans permanently. “Pakistan’s produc-
tivity capacity is very low as compared to
the standard average”, he said, adding that
in the agriculture sector alone, the country
could earn billions of dollars by taking meas-
ures to increase the crops’ yield per acre.
For instance, he said, the per acre wheat
production in Pakistan can be increased by
up to 80% by improving onfarm manage-
ment. Similarly, he said, “our industrial pro-
duction possesses numerous inefficiencies
due to which we are not competitive with
the world”. The biggest challenge in 75
years, the federal minister said, is that Pa-
kistan’s productivity capacity could not be
integrated with the global markets.

Igbal pointed out that exportled growth is
important to resolve the balance of payment
issues, therefore, he stressed the need to
take all measures to earn maximum foreign
exchange reserves. “We have to do resource
mobilisation and also have to increase tax to
GDP ratio up to the global average of over
18% which is only at 9% in Pakistan”. He said
in the previous four years, the debt servicing
burden had increased to Rs 4500 billion, so
if the resources are not mobilised, the coun-
try’s tax would be spent on debt repayment.

Pakistan urges Iranto
hunt down terrorists

FO Spokesperson says Pakistan has shared
its concerns with Iranian authorities

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has called upon
the Iranian authorities to investigate the
cross-border terror attack in the Panjgur
district of Balochistan and bring the perpe-
trators to task. Foreign Office (FO) Spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, at her weekly
media briefing in Islamabad on Thursday,
said the terrorists used Iranian soil to tar-
get a convoy of security forces patrolling
along the Pakistan-Iran border. She said Pa-
kistan commits that its territory will not be
used for undertaking cross-border attacks
in Iran, and we expect the same from Iran.
Baloch added that communication channels
are active, and Pakistan has shared its con-
cerns regarding the attack with the Iranian
authorities. The Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), on Wednesday, reported that
four security personnel were martyred in
a terrorist attack carried out from “Iranian
soil”. The FO spokesperson, responding to
a question, said Pakistan wants pleasant

Continued on Page 06

Iranian Embassy
condemns
terror attack

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Iranian Embassy in
Islamabad on Wednesday condemned
a terrorist attack in Pakistan’s Ba-
lochistan Province that left four secu-
rity personnel dead earlier in the day.
The embassy in a statement said that
terrorism is a common problem facing
Iran and Pakistan, with both neigh-
boring countries being victim of that
“evil phenomenon.” The Iranian dip-
lomatic mission in Pakistan’s capital
also expressed sympathy with the fam-
ilies of the victims of the terror attack
that took place in Balochistan’sPan-
jgur district. According to Pakistan’s

Continued on Page 06

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif receives Russian delegation
headed by Shulginov Nikolay, Minister of Energy, ahead of their meeting. — DNA

The warning

comes on the

eve of a key
donor meeting

NEews DEsk

MOSCOW: The Kremlin on
Thursday warned of escala-
tion in Ukraine if the West
gives the pro-Western coun-
try more weapons capable
of striking Russia. “Poten-
tially, this is extremely dan-
gerous, it will mean bringing
the conflict to a whole new
level, which, of course, will
not bode well from the point
of view of global and pan-Eu-
ropean security,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told reporters. The warning
comes on the eve of a key
donor meeting as Western
countries consider sending
more powerful weapons
to Ukraine. On Friday, the
United States will gather
its allies at its airbase in
Ramstein for a new round
of talks on backing Ukraine
militarily. Peskov spoke af-
ter Moscow’s ambassador
to the United States Anatoly
Antonov said Russia would
retaliate if Ukraine uses
Western-supplied weap-
ons to target Russia or the
Crimea peninsula, annexed
from Ukraine in 2014.

Continued on Page 06

(India sets )
condition
for talks
with Pak

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In response
to Islamabad’s desire to nor-
malise bilateral ties with its
nuclear-armed neighbouring
country, India has yet again
set a condition before resum-
ing talks with Pakistan.
“India reiterated its position
on relations with Pakistan
and said that a ‘conducive
atmosphere free of terror’ is
needed for talks,” state-run
news agency quoted the Indi-
an foreign ministry’s spokes-
person as saying on Thurs-
day. Replying to a question
during a press briefing Arin-
dam Bagchi, the Indian for-
eign ministry’s spokesper-
son, said: “We have already
said that we have always
wanted normal neighbourly
relations with Pakistan.”

He added, “But there should
be a conducive atmosphere
which does not have terror,
hostility or violence. That
remains our position.”

The comments came four
days after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, during an
interview with Al Arabiya
news channel, asked his In-
dian counterpart Narendra
Modi to hold “serious and
sincere talks” — to resolve
the burning issues with
New Delhi, including Indi-
an Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

\Continued on Page 06 )

Imran Khan warns
against any delay 1n
general elections

Says caretaker setup of people of impeccable
credentials could hold polls fairly

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan made it clear that
any delay in the elections would not be tol-
erated come what may and added that only
the caretaker setup consisted of well-re-
puted and able people could perform this
important task in a befitting manner. Talk-
ing to members of PTI Parliamentary Com-
mittee, who called on him in Lahore on
Thursday, PTI Chairman said that PTI was
nominating personalities of best reputation,
ability and impeccable credentials. PTI Cen-
tral Senior Vice President Fawad Chaudhry
was also present in the meeting. During the
meeting, PTI Chairman vowed that the jeop-
ardizing the transparency of the elections
would be tantamount to enmity with the
country. In the meeting, they held detailed
consultation on important issues regarding
nomination of Caretaker Chief Minister
in Punjab. They also discussed names of

Continued on Page 06

ECP notifies
IK’s victory on
seven NA seats

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on Thursday declared
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan as the winner from the seven
constituencies in October’s by-elections by
condoning late submission of the details of
the by-election expenses by the deposed
Prime Minister. A five-member bench of
the Election Commission, headed by Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Sikander
Sultan Raja, announced the verdict it had
reserved on December 20 last. The verdict
stated that Imran Khan has submitted the
required details to the electoral body after

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Power Division Khurram
Dastgir on Thursday said
that the flood in 2022 was a
serious indication of climate
change and it was inevitable
to add more to water re-
serves in the country.
Addressing at a ceremony
here that there was a dire
need to prepare for such
situations in the future. The
flood caused severe damage
to power supply infrastruc-
ture for which the govern-
ment was making all-out
efforts to restore it, he said.
He said in most of the pow-
er supply infrastructure has
already been restored in the
effected area. Flood brought
havoc to areas of Sindh, Ba-
lochistan and South Punjab,
he said. The minister said
the flood not only affected
people but also destroyed
agricultural land and crops.
Drainage of water from the
flood-affected areas was a
difficult task but the govern-
ment utilized all available
resources in this regard, he
said. Dastgir said we have
to decide in which direction
we want to take the country.
The new generation will
have to contribute to the
development of the country,
he said.—DNA

CTD arrests

five suspects

LAHORE: Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
claimed on Thursday to
have arrested five sus-
pects from various parts
of Punjab. A team of CTD
conducted 13 combing and
search operations and in-
terrogated 664 suspects.
After biometric verification
of 355 people, law enforcers
arrested five suspects and
recovered explosive materi-
al and weapons. Six cases
were registered against the
arrested suspects in Nan-
kana, Rawalpindi, Chakwal,
Sargodha and Rahim Yar
Khan. Further investigation
was underway.—APP

Haleem calls on
IK; rejects local
body election

conduct, result

LAHORE: Opposition lead-
er and Member Provincial
Assembly of Sindh Haleem
Adil Sheikh Thursday met
with Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) chief Imran Khan
and announced rejection
of the extremely poor con-
duct and results of Sindh
Local Body elections sec-
ond phase. While discuss-
ing the political conditions
and the recent local body
elections of Sindh, Imran
Khan directed Haleem Adil
Sheikh to raise and high-
light this matter with full
force coordinating with the
provincial organization. In
the meeting, Imran Khan
and Sheikh strongly con-
demned the retaliatory
attacks against Tehreek-
e-Insaf officials, members
of National and Provincial
Assembly and PTI workers
from the Sindh Govern-
ment and also the filing of
fake cases and arrests of
PTI workers and officials
with the help of police and
administration. Haleem Adil
Sheikh said that he will not
allow the mandate of Sindh,
especially Karachi, to fall
prey to People’s Party’s bul-
lying and the incompetence
of the Election Commission.
First they eloped from the
elections and when it was
held, they came back as
mobsters and tried to rob
the mandate. We will fight
the wrong as much as we
can staying in the limits and
boundaries of the law and pro-
tect the vote of the public of
Sindh. — DNA

Over 200 investors atten
investment conference

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Investment
readiness conference was
held at Serena Hotel Islam-
abad. More then 200 inves-

tors belonging to various
sectors attended the event.
The event was organized
by KP Culture & Tourism
Authority. Director Gen-
eral CTA while addressing
the occasion elaborated the

concept of integrated tour-
ism zones and offered these
zones for private secror
investment. GM invest-
ments CTA Omair Khattak
gave detailed presentation
of integrated zones. Pres-

ident RCCI Saqib rafiq,
MD PTDC Aftab Rana, VC
Board of investment Engr
Said Mehmood, SVP ICCI
Mr fahd, Chief Economist
Go-KP Mr asghar khan
highlighted the efforts of

KP Government on the oc-
casion. Key note address
was given by Sardar Yasir
Ilyas Ex President RCCI
and CEO Centauras ap-
preciated the efforts of
KP CTA and extended full

support in making these
zones the next big invest-
ment opportunity on the
province. The investors
took keen interest in project
scope and pledged to invest in
tourism sector of the KP.

Food security vital for
Pakistan’s national security

ISLAMABAD: National se-
curity cannot be guaranteed
unless there is food security
in Pakistan. Urgent attention
needs to be given towards
reforming and modernising
the agriculture sector as
well as controlling popula-
tion growth. This was the
key message of the eminent
speakers at the seminar on
‘Food Security for Pakistan’
organised by the Centre for
Aerospace & Security Stud-
ies (CASS) in Islamabad.
Syed Fakhar Imam, Former
Federal Minister, Ministry
of National Food Security
and Research, Government
of Pakistan was the Keynote
Speaker, while other emi-
nent speakers included Dr
Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Exec-
utive Director, Sustainable
Development Policy Insti-
tute, Islamabad; Mr Ashfaq
Mahmood, Former Federal
Secretary for Water and Pow-
er, Government of Pakistan;
and Ambassador Shafgat
Kakakhel, Chairman Board
of Governors, Sustainable
Development Policy Insti-
tute, Islamabad. The seminar
was concluded by President
CASS Air Marshal Farhat

Hussain Khan (Retd), while
Dr Zia Ul Haque Shamsi Di-
rector at CASS moderated
the proceedings. Dr Zia Ul
Haque Shamsi, while deliv-
ering the Opening Remarks,
highlighted that Pakistan
being the fifth largest state
in the world, and a predomi-
nantly agri-based society, un-
fortunately faces serious con-
cerns of food insecurity for
various reasons. This was es-
pecially concerning because
while efforts were in hand to
improve farming processes
through modern methods,
better seeds development,
and resource management,
Pakistan still had a long
way to go in ensuring food
security for its growing pop-
ulation at an affordable cost,
he said. In his Keynote Ad-
dress on ‘Role of Agriculture
Sector and Food Security in
Pakistan’, Syed Fakhar Imam
pointed out that national se-
curity, international security,
and food security were all
interlinked and could not be
divorced from each other. He
lamented that of the five ma-
jor crops, wheat was grown
on 36% of the land which was
where the problem lay. Sadly,

Pakistan had failed to evolve
high-yield crop varieties. Mr
Imam argued that despite
having five major agri-univer-
sities and affiliated colleges,
they were not at par with in-
ternational standards and had
outdated curriculum. In his
view, population explosion
was also a major reason why
Pakistan had become an im-
porter of wheat. According to
the speaker, mechanisation,
modernisation, agricultural
extension, human resource
development and research
were key for strengthening
the agro-economy of Paki-
stan. Dr Abid Qaiyum
Suleri underlined that triple
C Crises ‘COVID, Conflict &
Climate Change’ were forc-
ing states across the globe
to question and rethink their
healthcare systems, econom-
ic policies, and ways of pro-
ducing and consuming food,
but Pakistan, had tetra-C cri-
ses given its ‘Complacency’.
He pointed out that even be-
fore Pakistan’s super floods
and Russia-Ukraine war, the
country was ranked 9th in
the list of countries facing
worst food insecurity. In his
assessment, the Punjab Food

Department released subsi-
dised wheat to flour mills in
April 2022, as opposed to its
earlier policy of releasing the
stocks in September, had re-
sulted in the current wheat
flour crisis as it allowed the
private sector to hoard its
reserves. Dr Suleri warned
that future generations of
Pakistan faced heightened
risk of malnourishment,
wasting, stunting as well
as low 1Q. He urged shift-
ing to precision agriculture
technologies; adopting cli-
mate-smart agri-practices;
integrating social safety
nets for farmers, including
weather index based insur-
ance; improving agri-insti-
tutional arrangements; of-
fering smart subsidies; and
solarization of tube wells,
among others. While
analysing the availability
of water for agricultural
needs, Mr Ashfaqg Mahmood
provided an overview of the
water resources of Pakistan
under the Indus Waters
Treaty and transboundary
waters. He informed that
glaciers, snow melt, and
rains were major sources of
water for Pakistan.—DNA

]

ISLAMABAD: Hamad Obaid Alzaabi, the UAE Ambassador in Islamabad, receivesd Hannu Ripatti,

the Ambassador of Finland, and discussed general situation in region and world and joint work
and bilateral cooperation between the two countries.—DNA

Rehabilitation of flood victims

PRCS organizes historic meya youth gathering

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Red
Crescent Society organizes
mega youth gathering and
marathon event of 5000
youth including students of
different institutions of twin
cities of Rawalpindi and Is-
lamabad for the relief and
rehabilitation of flood-af-
fected families. The event
was held at Jinnah Conven-
tion Centre here today.

Addressing the ceremony,
PRCS Chairman Sardar Sha-
hid Ahmad Laghari said that
the main purpose of this
event was to raise funds,
mobilize youth and volun-
teers and to channelize
their efforts for relief and
rehabilitation activities for
the flood-affected communi-
ties. He said the Red Cross
Red Crescent Movement
has 15 million volunteers
and PRCS has a batch of
750,000 trained volunteers.

“The volunteers associated
with the PRCS in the flood
affected areas have made
history and the role of vol-
unteers in rescue and relief
has been key”, he added.

Sardar ~ Shahid  Ahmad
Laghari said that PRCS has
provided humanitarian as-
sistance to over 2.3 million
people through health care,
Mobile Health Units, provi-
sion of food, non-food items,

tents, cooked food, health
and hygiene promotion. He
requested the participants
to join PRCS and play their
effective part for the reha-
bilitation of flood victims.
“What can be a greater
good than if someone’s day
is enlightened by your do-
nation, if someone gets a
warm quilt from the given
charity, the prayer coming
out of the trembling lips will

give you joy, your small part
can become someone’s hap-
piness”, he added.

The Guest of Honor, for-
mer Deputy Speaker and
Federal Minister for Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social
Safety Faisal Karim Kundi
said that the Red Crescent
has comforted the nation
in every difficult time. He
said equipping the youth
with training in first aid and

disaster management is the
distinction of the Red Cres-
cent. He said the current
leadership of PRCS has
shown its iron.

The Patron-in-Chief of Paki-
stan Sweet Homes, Zamard
Khan, in his speech, praised
the efforts of PRCS, de-
scribing the youth as a sym-
bol of change. He said that
the youth role in the rehabil-
itation of the flood victims
is highly commendable.
Chairman PRCS Gilgit-Bal-
tistan Brigadier (Rtd) Sal-
eem Mehmood, Chairman
PRCS Punjab Justice (Rtd)
Sheikh Ahmed Farooq also
addressed the participants.
Earlier, Secretary Gener-
al Obaid Ullah Khan in his
welcome speech thanked all
the participants and high-
lighted the history of Red
Crescent, and voluntary
services. —-DNA

Gender responsive
budget; essential tool
to empower women

ISLAMABAD: National As-
sembly Speaker Raja Per-
vaiz Ashraf on Wednesday
said that effective budget-
ing for Gender was one of
the most effective ways to
ensure that women’s needs
and rights. Addressing the
launching ceremony of
“Gender Responsive Budg-
eting Report” organised by
Women Parliamentary Ca-
cus (WPC) and Friedrich-
Ebert-Stiftung (FES) here,
he said that legislators in
Pakistan had been work-
ing to increase women'’s
participation in the budget-
ing process and to ensure
that gender considerations
were integrated into devel-
opment planning and im-
plementation. He stressed
the need to ensure that
gender responsive budget-
ing was integrated into all
levels of government and
that it was effectively im-
plemented and monitored.
The speaker appreciated
the efforts of Dr. Rehm-
ani’s efforts to launch to-
day’s summary paper on
Gender Responsive Budg-
eting in Pakistan. He said
that the party he belonged
to have been the staunch
believer of women emanci-
pation because empowered
women make empowered
nations. He said that his
party had always provided
unwavering support to pro-
mote meaningful participa-
tion of women in politics

and always advocated the
fact that, without them,
no democracy was a true
democracy. He urged all
participants to support the
implementation of gender
responsive budgeting in Pa-
kistan. Earlier, Dr. Shahida
Rehmani, in her inaugural
remarks, said that WPC
had been working dedicat-
edly to institutionalize the
gender budgeting process.
Women’s  Parliamentary
Caucus has launched the
summary paper on “Gen-
der Budgeting in Paki-
stan”. The purpose of sum-
mary paper for Women’s
Parliamentary Caucus is
to put forward key strate-
gies and methodologies for
implementation of Gender
Budgeting in Pakistan.
This paper will serve as a
source of inspiration and
guidance for further work,
especially for WPC but
also for other institutions
interested in promoting
a coherent approach in
Gender Budgeting work in-
cluding civil society. This
strategy paper is the first
step towards the process.
She highlighted that to bet-
ter understand the public
spending, we need a gen-
der lens to analysis it. In
addition, involving women
in the budget-making pro-
cess can ensure that their
perspectives and needs
are taken into account that
policies.—APP

MiaN RasHID ASGHAR

FAISALABAD: The 10th
convocation of Govt Col-
lege University was held at
Quaid-e-Azam Auditorium,
New Campus here today.
The Governor Punjab, Mu-
hammad Balighur Rehman
participated as the Chief
guest. Vice-Chancellor
GCU Professor Dr. Shahid
Kamal along with Univer-
sity Deans, Directors and
Principals took part in this
ceremony. Here 38262
male and female students
of different sessions of As-
sociate Degree, Master’s
Degree, LLB and BS Hon-
ors were awarded degrees.
249 students were
awarded gold medals for
achieving distinguished
positions in the academ-
ic field, while 7 students
were awarded gold med-
als in co-curricular activ-
ities. Whereas 8 Faculty
members and  officers
who retired from the uni-
versity, including former
controller of examinations
Prof. Dr. Mazhar Hayat
as controller of examina-
tions were also awarded
honorary certificates in
recognition of their ser-
vices. The Controller of
Examinations Raja Sha-
hid Javed, Professor Dr.
Mazhar Hayat and Depu-
ty Registrar Zeeshan Ah-
mad Khan proceeded with
the convocation process.
Governor appreciated the
efforts of the university
administration in high-
lighting the professional
skills of the students &
the Governor of Punjab
expressed that it is a mat-
ter of pride for me that
GC University Faisalabad
won the first position not
only in Punjab but also
globally in the “World
Times Higher Education
Ranking” He exhorted
the students that be a
part of positive activities
on the social media and
develop leadership within
yourself.

Attock police
arrests 4
gamblers

QAaz1 SnoaiB KHan

ATTOCK: Attock police
arrested four gamblers red
handed for organizing and
betting on cockfight match-
es here at the outskirts
village Shadipura within
the jurisdiction of Police
Station Pindibheb on Thurs-
day. Police said, on a tip,
a Police party raided the
crime scene and apprehend-
ed four gamblers identified
as lkhaq Hussain, Safdar
Khan, Sohail Ahmed and
Ghulam Kosar. Cocks, bet
money was also seized dur-
ing the raid. Later on, case
was registered and further
investigation are underway.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan 01 / CUBA
Revolution Day

Jan 01 / Palestine
Palestine Revolution Day

Jan 01 / Sudan
National Day

Jan 04 / Myanmar
Independence Day

Jan 06 / Iraq
Armed Forces Day

Jan 12 / Tanzania
Armed Forces Day

Jan 14 / Uzbekistan
Armed Forces Day

Jan 15 / Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20 / Mali
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20 / Laos
Armed Forces Day

Jan 25 / Thailand
Armed Forces Day

Jan 26 / Australia
National Day

Jan 26 / India
Republic Day

Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
9270601-20

Rawalpindi

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo.....ccccuue. 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
........................ 9281092

Hosbita]s

CMH.....cccocvvvirerann 5611111
MH....ooivirireneieene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....oovvveennee. 5556311-4
RGH...ooveveine 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.......c..c...... 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
S
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Departments
CDA....ccoverenn. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

-

ISLAMABAD: Boxing players exhibiting skills on the occasion of
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Armed Forces Day of Thailand. Chief guest Air Marshal Ifran Ahmed,
Ambassador of Thailand and others also witnessed the performance. — DNA

Ease of doing business
Islamabad Chamber demands
simplification of regulations

ICCI President says that the new environmental laws are creating more problems

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry said that the prevailing
complicated business regulations are a barrier to promote
business and investment activities in Pakistan and stressed
that the Board of Investment should speed up its process of
regulations reforms to promote ease of doing business in
the country. He said this while talking to a delegation of
Board of Investment (Bol) that visited ICCI led by Zulfiqar
Ali, Director General (Reforms) and briefed the business
community about the Pakistan Regulatory Modernization
Initiative to facilitate the business community.

ICCI President said that the new environmental laws are
creating more problems for the private sector as their com-
pliance is not possible, especially for old businesses and in-
dustries and stressed that Bol should work in consultation
with stakeholders to reform and simplify them.

Engr. Muhammad Azhar ul Islam Zafar, Vice President
ICCI said that Bol should take a focal person from every
chamber of commerce and associations for its Pakistan
Regulatory Modernization Initiative (PRMI) to bring

concrete reforms in the business regulations and a time-
line should be set up for this project.

Zulfiqar Ali, Director General (Reforms) and Adnan
Munir Director (Regulatory Modernization) Bol gave
a detailed presentation on PRMI to the business com-
munity. The said that Bol is establishing a Pakistan
Business Portal to provide one stop shop facility to
businesses for licensing, registration and no-objection
certificates through an online system linked to all rel-
evant government departments.

This project is likely to be completed by 2027. They said
that Bol has received over 230 proposals for reforms in
regulations out of which 115 reforms have been complet-
ed while more are process. They said that under PRMI
activities, mapping of all business regulations is being
done to analyze and eliminate unnecessary regulations
and simplify and automate remaining regulations in or-
der to facilitate the business community.

Ameer Hamza, Magsood Tabish, Muhammad Shabbir,
Muhammad Naeem Executive Members ICCI, Khalid
Chaudhry and Muhammad Naveed Malik former Senior
Vice Presidents ICCI also gave many useful proposals for
making regulations more business friendly.

Prioritising good governance
only way forward: Experts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The second
day of the Regional Dialogue
2023 hosted by IRS featured
discussions on contemporary
nontraditional challenges con-
fronting the region, climate
change and food security and
industrial development and
technological innovation. Dis-
cussing the potential areas of
development, Haroon Sha-
rif, former Minister of State
said that Pakistan needed to
aggressively focus on govern-
ance issues, low productivity
and the growing challenge of
underutilised youth faculties.
He stressed the need to invest
more in knowledge-based and
cultural aspects in addition to
augmenting CPEC infrastruc-
tural development in sync

with relevant policy and in-
stitutional frameworks.

Dr Sabina Durrani, DG Pop-
ulation Planning Wing while
deliberating upon the chal-
lenge of rising population
growth rates said that the
disharmony between availa-
ble resources and the current
growth rate was highly alarm-
ing and required multi-sec-
toral interventions on part of
governments in the region.
Health and population were
interlinked and while Paki-
stan did possess a reasonable
health infrastructure, low
budget allocation for its sus-
tenance was a major factor
behind the hiccups in the sys-
tem, she added. Dr Shumail
Daud Arain said that while
there was a clear burden on
the urban areas due to rea-
sons of better access and

DNA

KARACHTI: It is the religious
and constitutional duty of
all to lay out a roadmap for
the conversion of the finan-
cial system of Pakistan to
ribafree according to the
injunctions of Islam and
implement it accordingly.
All sectors of government
borrowing, external debts,
the banking sector, the
non-banking sector, capital
market, as well as legal and
regulatory framework need
to bring changes at strategic
as well as operational level.

This was underscored during
a session titled “Implement-
ing the FSC Judgement on
Riba: Addressing the How”,
jointly organized by the Insti-
tute of Policy Studies (IPS),
IBA-CIEF (Institute of Busi-
ness Administration’s Cen-
tre for Excellence in Islamic
Finance (IBA CEIF), and
Centre of Islamic Economics
(A division of Jamia Darul

Uloom, Karachi) at the IBA
City Campus.

The session was addressed
by Ahmed Ali Siddiqui, direc-
tor, IBA-CEIF, Omar Mustafa
Ansari, secretary general, Ac-
counting and Auditing Organ-
ization for Islamic Financial
Institutions (AAOIFI), Mufti
Irshad Ahmad Ajjaz, chair-
man, Shariah Advisory Com-
mittee, State Bank of Pakistan
and Securities & Exchange
Commission of Pakistan, Far-
rukh Raza, CEO, Islamic Fi-
nance Advisory & Assurance
Services (IFAAS) Group, Dr.
Imran Usmani, vice chairman
Shariah Supervisory Board,
Meezan Bank, and Khalid
Rahman, chairman, IPS.

The experts highlighted
that all of these financial
and related sectors already
have the capacity to convert
existing non-Islamic proce-
dures and means to Islamic
standards by reinforcing the
appropriate ways and means
to implement the Federal
Shariat Court judgment.

facilities, the disintegration
of the health system had
led to increased govern-
ance and fiscal problems.
While discussing the grow-
ing challenge of food insecu-
rity , Abhas K. Jha, Practice
Manager Climate Change
and Disaster Risk Manage-
ment, South Asia Region
World Bank, said that Pa-
kistan bore the potential
to become an agricultural
powerhouse by repurposing
subsidies and using resourc-
es to support transforma-
tive on-farm investments.
Other worthy speakers from
the three sessions from day
2 of the Dialogue included
Ms Aisha Khan, Ms Florence
Rolle, Mr Arif Goheer, Ms
Afia Salam, Mr Ahsan Javed,
Dr Salma Malik and Mr Java-
id Igbal among others.

AlOU issued
around 2.5
lac degrees,
certificates
in 2022

ISLAMABAD: AIOU has is-
sued certificates and degrees
to almost 2.5 lac students
enrolled in various programs
from matriculation to Ph.D in
the calendar year 2022, and
more than fifty thousand cer-
tificates and degrees were ver-
ified as well. According to the
AIOU, it is an honor for uni-
versity that hundreds of thou-
sands of students graduate
every year and are able to play
a role in the socioeconomic
development of the country.
AIOU admin has prepared
an academic calendar and the
heads of all departments are
instructed to manage all the
academic activities as per that
calendar. - APP

WB contradicts
reports of delaying
loans for Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank on Thursday termed re-
ports in some sections of media claiming delay in ap-
proving loan for Pakistan as “unfounded” and baseless
saying that it was not delaying approval of any loan for
the country. “The press reports that refer to a World
Bank decision to delay approval of potential Bank op-
erations in Pakistan are unfounded”, Country Director
of the World Bank for Pakistan Najy Benhassine said
on his official Twitter handle.

Earlier, reports in some sections of media had
claimed that the Washington-based lender had de-
layed the approval of two loans for Pakistan worth
$1.1 billion until the next fiscal year for some pend-
ing steps on the country’s energy debt and tariffs.
However, Behassine made it clear that all the dates
for approval of loans were already scheduled.

“The tentative Board approval dates of all of our pro-
posed operations, as well as their amounts, are indica-
tive, and the World Bank decides on the timing for shar-
ing project proposals for Board consideration following
due process and based on the proposed projects’ readi-
ness”, the WB Country Director added. - APP

IMCG
Bhara Kahu
holds Inter
collegiate

competitions

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Model College for Girls
(IMCG) Bhara Kahu hosted
Inter Collegiate competitions
of “Qirat” and “Embroidery”
. Students from various girls
colleges participated in the
competitions. A renowned
religious scholar Qari Gulzar
Ahmed Madni was the Chief
Guest of the event.

In the Qirat competition
Aneela Andaleeb from IMCG
F-7/2 was crowned the win-
ner by securing 1st position.
Javeria Igbal from IMCG
1-14/3 and Sadia Saeed from
IMCG F-7/4 grabbed 2nd
positions. Faseeha Asif from
IMCG [1-10/4 and Ayesha
Arshad from IMCG Bhara-
khu secured 3rd position
in Qirat competition. In the
Embroidery Competition 1st
position was secured by Am-
ina Khan from Federal Gov-
ernment College of Home
economics & Management
Sciences  F-11/1. Nadia
Bibi from IMCG Bharakhu
and Irum Fazl from IMCG
G-10/4 secured second posi-
tion. Bibi Fatima from IMCG
F-7/4 secured 3rd position.

NA to meet
on Jan 27

instead of
Jan 20

ISLAMABAD: The National
Assembly session will be held
at the Parliament House in Is-
lamabad on Friday (Jan 27) at
11 am instead of Friday (Jan
20). According to a notifica-
tion issued by the National
Assembly Secretariat here
Thursday, the National As-
sembly Speaker has resched-
uled the session in exercise
of the powers conferred to
him by the relevant rules.
Besides legislative business,
the House will discuss mat-
ters of national and interna-
tional importance. - APP
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Briefs

IHG adjourns
appeals
regarding LG
polis till
Jan 26

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday adjourned hear-
ing till January 26, on intra
court appeals with regard to
the local body elections in
federal capital.

A division bench headed by
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq
heard the appeal of Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) against the decision
of single member bench.
Additional Attorney Gener-
al Aamir Rehman, Addition-
al Attorney General Mu-
nawar Dogal, petitioner’s
counsel Ali Nawaz Awan
and others appeared before
the court. The chief justice
remarked that the court of
hearing only urgent cases,
adding that the main cause
list had been canceled as he
was not feeling well. Justice
Aamer Farooq asked the
respondents to exchange
the documents with them-
selves and the court would
fix the case for next week.
The court also accepted the
miscellaneous application of
the federation for submis-
sion of more documents.
The court adjourned further
hearing of the case till Janu-
ary 26. The single member
bench had ordered the ECP
to conduct elections on De-
cember 31, while setting
aside notification for post-
poning the polls.—APP

‘ljazat’
weaves magic

on social

media

ISLAMABAD: Falak Shabir,
known for his charismat-
ic personality and soulful
tracks has woven magic on
social media as he dropped
a brand new, remixed ver-
sion of the mega-hit track
‘Ijazat’. Rose to unprece-
dented fame with back-to-
back hit tracks like Rog,
Yaar Mila De, Judai and
many more, the heartthrob
never failed to impress his
huge fan following. This
time around, the starlet
left netizens in awe, as he
unveiled the spellbinding
remix of his much-loved
song ‘Ijazat’ following one
of the most interesting
trends in today’s music
industry. Turning to his
official Instagram account,
Shabir shared an enchant-
ing reel donning a black
suit along with the cap-
tion “Ijazat revamped is
out now” followed by the
tracks YouTube link.
Adding a distinctive touch
to the already catchy beat,
the latest version managed
to garner thousands of
views, likes and comments
from Shabir’s fans as well
as showbiz bigwigs. “This
song simply revives the
old memories,” a fan com-
mented. Another comment
read, “This song reminds
me of my college days. Al-
ways gives me nostalgia.”
On the professional front,
Shabir is all tuned up for elec-
trifying live concerts in major
cities of Pakistan throughout
the months of January and
February.—APP

Pak wheels
car Mela
postponed
in capital

ISLAMABAD: Long await-
ed Pak Wheels Car Mela,
which was scheduled to
take place on January 22
on Sunday, has been post-
poned due to unforeseen
circumstances.

Talking to APP, an offi-
cial of PakWheels, Shan
Gill said,”The car show of
Islamabad has been post-
poned while the Lahore’s
Car Mela will be held on
January 29, as per plan.”
He said,”The new date for
the event has not yet been
announced, but the organ-
izers will provide updates
as soon as they are availa-
ble.” Meanwhile, he said,”-
Car lovers can enjoy the
car show at Lahore as it is
one of the most highly-an-
ticipated events in the Pa-
kistani automotive scene,
which attracts thousands
of visitors from all over the
country.” He said,”The
event features a wide
range of vehicles on dis-
play, including classic cars,
muscle cars, sports cars,
and luxury vehicles.” He
acknowledged, “Many car
enthusiasts are expressing
their disappointment at
the postponement of the
event and looking forward
to the new date being an-
nounced.”—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Women posing for a picture on the occasion of the Armed Forces Day of Thailand.—DNA

BISP disburses huge sums
among Kafalat beneficiaries

DNA
ISLAMABAD:Benazir
Income  Support Pro-

gramme (BISP) has dis-
bursed an amount of Rs.
30,601,739,000 among
4,371,677 beneficiaries
across the country under
the quarterly payments
of the Benazir Kafalat
programme. Till January
19, around 55.43 percent
quarterly payment amount
has been paid to the bene-

ficiaries through the desig-
nated banks and retailers,
following a smooth and
transparent procedure. Ac-
cording to the BISP, those
deserving women who still
have not received their
quarterly payment of Rs.
7000 may visit their near-
est payment center to re-
ceive the amount. Around
7.7 million families would
receive over Rs. 55 billion
in the first tranche of Be-
nazir Kafalat payments.
The beneficiaries have

been advised to receive
their full installment of Rs
7,000 and get the payment
receipt by the quarter con-
cerned in any case.

To facilitate the benefi-
ciaries, BISP has set up a
special control room for
the redressal of public
complaints regarding the
disbursement of Benazir
Kafalat payments. The
control room has been set
up on the special direc-
tives of the Federal Minis-
ter for Poverty Alleviation

and Social Safety, Shazia
Marri, to ensure transpar-
ency in the distribution of
the first quarterly install-
ment for the year 2023.

BISP has asked the ben-
eficiaries to immediately
report to BISP’s toll-free
helpline 080026477 and
contact the nearest BISP
Tehsil Office if a person
demands any kind of de-
duction or fee for pay-
ment. The message sent
by BISP would come from
8171 only and no message

from any other number or
code should be trusted, as
it is faked and fraudulent.
The beneficiaries facing
problems regarding receiv-
ing the payments could
register their complaint
on Whatsapp numbers for
Punjab: 03255365520,
Sindh: 03449118336 and
Balochistan: 03255365469
while the complainants
from Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and Gilgit Bal-
tistan could contact at

03255365476.

The beneficiary women
and transgenders of Islam-
abad, Punjab, Sindh and
Balochistan have start-
ed receiving this money
from Payment Centers or
Biometric ATMs designat-
ed by Habib Bank; while
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan, the
amount is being disbursed
through Payment Centers
or Biometric ATMs of
Bank Al-Falah.

NDMA chief for multi sectoral
need assessment survey

ISLAMABAD: Chairman,
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA),
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik on Thursday
stressed the multi-sectoral
need assessment survey
during the pre-disaster
phase and the strength-
ening of District Disaster
Management  Authorities
(DDMAs) to protect vulner-
able groups from adverse
impact of disasters.

The NDMA organised an
interactive session with Hu-
manitarian Partners at Na-
tional University of Scienc-
es and Technology (NUST

presided by  Chairman
NDMA, where members
of Pakistan Humanitarian
Forum (PHF) and Nation-
al Humanitarian Network
(NHN), as well as repre-
sentatives of international
non-governmental organisa-
tions (INGOs), participated
in the meeting.

The Chairman NDMA
shared the Remodeled Na-
tional Preparedness and

Response framework with
participants. He highlight-
ed that National Disaster
Management Think Tank
and Emergencies Opera-
tions Center would be the

cornerstone of remodelled
framework to transform
the climatic emergency re-
sponse from reactive to pro-
active mode.

He also underlined the need
of a technology-based early
warning system, the com-
mon operating picture for
early warnings and conduct-
ing simulation exercises to
mitigate the impact of natu-
ral calamities. At a human-
itarian front, he called for
coordination among NGOs
and INGOs with National
Volunteers to steer disaster
management and response
in the country. The session

aimed at strengthening co-
ordination and collaboration
across the disaster manage-
ment cycle with focus on
disaster risk reduction for
combating the vulnerabilities
of natural hazards. It also dis-
cussed the key identified areas
pertaining to the implementa-
tion of climate resilience and
adaptation in Pakistan. The
participants appreciated the
determination of NDMA to
synergise efforts and organ-
ise dialogue with academia
and relevant stakeholders for
active participation for the re-
modelling of disaster manage-
ment in Pakistan. —APP

Higher tobacco taxes
a key revenue source

ISLAMABAD :There’s a dire need to adopt a sustainable Na-
tional Tobacco Control Policy which ensures that no anti-child
move is made now or in the future. These views by shared in a
dialogue organized by the Society for the Protection of Rights
of the Child (SPARC) with policymakers to stress the need of
implementing strict tobacco control measures to save Pakistani
children and youth from the tobacco pandemic. Key legislators
from all political parties attended this event and supported the
notion of increasing tobacco taxation and implementing other
measures. Dr. Ziauddin Islam - Former Technical Head/Direc-
tor, Tobacco Control Cell, Ministry of NHSR&C shared that in
Pakistan, smokers have reached up to 31 million. 466 people
die daily in Pakistan due to tobacco-induced diseases such as
cancer, diabetes, heart disease, stroke, and chronic lung dis-
eases. Around 1200 Pakistani children between the ages of
6-15 years start smoking every day. To overcome this loss of
life and healthcare resources, Tobacco Healthy Levy Bill which
is pending since 2019 must be approved immediately. The
policymakers agreed that Health Levy Bill must be presented
in Parliament and implemented across the country as it is a
sustainable solution to decrease tobacco consumption.—APP
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ISLAMABAD : Students of Islamabad model college for girls F6/2 performlng in comedy drama competition held in connec-
tion with intercollegiate ceremony on Thursday.—DNA

Flood
victims need

essential
health

services

ISLAMABAD: United Na-
tions International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) has urged the
international community
to invest in building human
capital and resiliency, par-
ticularly in rural Sindh and
Balochistan where much of
the devastation occurred
due to recent floods.

“These vulnerable com-
munities need reliable
access to essential ser-
vices such as healthcare,
nutrition, education, pro-
tection, hygiene, and sani-
tation, especially those in
remote and underserved
communities, “UNICEF
Representative in Paki-
stan, Abdullah Fadil said
at a press briefing at the
Palais des Nations in Ge-
neva.—APP

HEC announces LAW-GAT test to enroll with Bar Council

ISLAMABAD ‘The Higher
Education Commission (HEC)
has announced Law Graduate
Assessment Test (LAW-GAT) for
eligibility to seek enrollment as
an advocate with Bar Council.
According to official sources, as per
eligibility criteria persons having
passed Bachelor’s degree in Law
or equivalent from a university
recognized by HEC/PBC are
eligible to apply for the test. The
test will consist of Multiple-Choice
Questions (MCQs), while revised
curriculum of Law GAT Test can
be downloaded from: https://
www.hec.gov.pk/english/services/
students/etc/ Documents/
Curriculum-LAW-GAT-test.pdf.
The Law-GAT Test will be
tentatively held on February 12,
2023. Any change in test date, due
to unavoidable circumstances,
shall be communicated to
candidates through www.hec.gov.
pk and http://etc.hec.gov.pk.

Applicants who register through
HEC online registration process
will download their Roll Number
Slip through  http://etc.hec.
gov.pk a week before the test
date. Email/SMS will be sent to
registered applicants for test date,
time and venue. The candidates
are required to provide valid
email/mobile number while filling
online application form. A print of
Roll Number Slip, original CNIC
and deposited fee challan will be
required to enter in test centre.

The examination will be
conducted at the following
test centres 1i.e Bahawalpur,
Hyderabad, Lahore, Quetta,
D.I. Khan, Islamabad, Multan,
Sargodha, Faisalabad, Karachi,

Peshawar, Sukkur and Gilgit. The
applicants may select any test
centre from the list available in
the application form. HEC asked
students to note that said test will
be held on any of above centre

if minimum 250 applicants will
select that centre. Please also note
that test centre once selected will
not be changed after registration.
Applicants are directed to visit
the following link: http://etc.hec.
gov.pk for online registration.
In case of any difficulty during
online registration, please visit
onlinehelp.hec.gov.pk. It is
pertinent to mention here that the
Honourable Supreme Court vide
its Order dated March 6, 2018
has directed restoration of the
Law Graduate Assessment Test
(Law-GAT) by the Pakistan Bar
Council (PBC) through the Higher
Education Commission (HEC).

The objective of the Assessment
Test is to ensure proper scrutiny
and evaluation of a law graduate
desirous to join the legal
profession so that only competent
individuals possessing necessary
basic knowledge of law may enter
the legal profession for practicing

law. Therefore, a law graduate
only becomes eligible to apply to
a Bar Council for enrolment as an
Advocate if he/she qualifies the
Assessment Test to be conducted
by HEC, Pakistan having been
so authorised by PBC, pursuant
to the aforementioned Order
of the Honourable Supreme
Court and read with Section
26 (cc) of Legal Practitioners
and Bar Council’s Act 1973
and rules of the PBC.

The students are asked to
download bank Fee Challan
while registering for the test
at http://etc.hec.gov.pk. (Fee
Challan is only available on ETC
online registration portal). All
candidates are required to upload
paid and scanned Fee challan,
duly stamped by an HBL branch,
while completing the application
form of ETC online registration
portal to submit the application.
The test fee is non-refundable and

non-transferable. It is mandatory
to bring original applicant copy
of paid fee challan on the test day
along with your original CNIC/
original Passport; else candidate
will not be allowed to sit in the
examination. The last date for
online registration is January
30, 2023(4pm). At least 50%
score is required to pass the
Law Graduate Assessment Test
(Law-GAT) for the students.
Applicants will have to meet
other criteria, if any, as per Rules
and Regulations of the Pakistan
Bar Council. Applicants will have
maximum of five chances to
clear the test. HEC will conduct
the test on a quarterly basis. The
candidate must get any queries/
complaints resolved before the
closure of the web registration
portal. Queries/Complaints
handling beyond the registration
deadline is denied by the system
due to logistics/security reasons.

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday rejected the re-
quest of PTI's leader She-
hbaz Gill seeking to stop
the special prosecutor from
working in sedition case.
Chief Justice Aamir Farooq,
hearing the case, remarked
that the trial in sedition
case was yet to start, adding
that the court would try to
conclude Gill’s plea as early.
At the outset of hearing,
Aleem Abbasi Advocate
argued that the interior
ministry had made the ap-
pointment on the recom-
mendation of chief commis-
sioner. He said that it was
the right of petitioner to
hire an advocate of his own
choice but the prosecutor
couldn’t be appointed on his
will. The court remarked
that the petitioner’s stance
was that private lawyer
couldn’t be hired in issues
of government.—APP

Securing life,
property of
citizens top

priority

ISLAMABAD: Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP)
Operations Malik Jamil Za-
far Thursday warned the of-
ficers that no laxity towards
safety and security of the
citizens would be tolerated
and strict disciplinary action
would be initiated against
officials showing negligence
towards official duty.
Following the special direc-
tions of Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Islamabad
Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, SSP
Operations Malik Jamil Za-
far chaired a crime meeting
to review the crime situa-
tion in the capital, said a
news release. All the Zonal
DPOs, SP Plan and Pa-
trolling, SDPOs and SHOs
attended the meeting. The
meeting reviewed the over-
all crime situation in the
capital. He further directed
all officers to arrest the of-
fenders involved in heinous
crimes, vehicle and motor-
bike lifters especially those
involved in murder cases
adding that the ratio of chal-
lan of the cases and recover-
ies should be increased.

Imran given
time to
answer in
Tyrian white

case

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Thursday granted time to
the counsel of Imran Khan
for submission of initial com-
ments in a petition seeking
disqualification of PTI's
chief for hiding information
about his alleged daughter
Tyrian White. Chief Justice
Aamer Farooq heard the
petition filed by a citizen
Sajid Mehmood seeking dis-
qualification of Imran Khan.
At the outset of hearing, Im-
ran Khan’s lawyer Salman
Akram Raja adopted the
stance that they wanted to
submit the answer but the
registrar office had raised
objections. The office had
stated that Imran Khan had
to come in personal capacity
for biometric verification.The
chief justice remarked that
there were many outlets
available now for biometric
verification. The court asked
the lawyer to ensure biome-
tric of his client and submit
receipt. Salman Akram Raja
said that his client was no
more a member parliament
as he had submitted his resig-
nation.—APP
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US should make Iran
nuclear deal a priority

E nternational efforts aimed at reviving the Iranian nuclear deal were

largely stalled in 2022, and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s

remarks on Tuesday that the United States no longer considers
reaching an agreement with Iran over its nuclear program a priority
paint a gloomier picture for the prospects of the multilateral agree-
ment. At a news conference in Washington alongside United Kingdom
Foreign Secretary James Cleverly, Blinken again put the blame on the
Iranian side, alleging that Iran had long rejected the possibility of reviv-
ing the 2015 agreement, and warned Teheran of “consequences” for its
actions. Obviously, the Joe Biden administration is allowing the US’ polit-
ical differences with the Islamic state to overshadow international nego-
tiations on keeping the nuclear deal alive. When US President Joe Biden
took office in January 2021, he announced he had decided to reverse his
predecessor’s decision to withdraw from the Iran deal, formally known
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, and would rejoin it through
rounds of indirect negotiations with Iran, alongside other relevant par-
ties, starting in Vienna in April 2021. But the Vienna talks were suspend-
ed in March due to political discord between Teheran and Washington
and were only resumed after a five-month hiatus in August. In the most
recent round of talks, the European Union put forward the final text of
its draft proposal for reviving the JCPOA. Indirect exchanges of views
between Washington and Teheran on the EU proposal have so far failed
to produce any favorable outcome. Worse, new developments in the in-
ternational arena and inside Iran itself have been driving the two parties
even further apart. Not only Iran’s close ties with Russia but also the
protests in Iran have drawn the ire of Washington. The latest US stance
on the Iran deal sent a worrying signal that the US is backpedaling from
its previous commitment that it would rejoin the multilateral agreement.
The now-they-are-on, now-they-are-off talks in Vienna have already raised
international concerns that the Iran nuclear deal is now dead in the wa-
ter. But the Iranian foreign minister said on Tuesday that an agreement
on the revival of the nuclear deal is within reach if the US stops setting
new conditions and acts realistically. As the party which imperiled the
international agreement in the first place, the US should put inter-
national denuclearization above its political calculations and engage
with sincerity in talks with Iran. For the process of reviving the Iran
deal to go smoothly in the new year, the bickering parties should
honor the commitments they have agreed to and refrain from taking
reckless and unilateral moves so as to create the right conditions for
the talks to achieve a breakthrough and yield positive results.
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Washington’s tech
curbs harmful to all

Ithough US President Joe Biden has discarded almost all the pol-

icies of his predecessor, one that his administration has picked

up the baton on is the attempt to squeeze the space for China’s
development of high-technology. The Biden administration has ramped
up those efforts. In October, it introduced measures aimed at nobbling
China’s ability to make its own advanced microchips. It has also stepped
up the pressure it has been putting on Japan, the Netherlands and other
allies to expand export restrictions to China. The Dutch company ASML,
the world’s largest lithography enterprise, is at the center of these ef-
forts. Under pressure from the United States, ASML, which owns the
world’s largest lithography enterprise, has had to suspend exports of
its extreme ultraviolet lithography equipment and export only earlier
generation equipment with less accuracy instead. Although Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte claimed that he has not felt pressured by Wash-
ington to adopt more restrictions on semiconductor exports to China,
that pressure is being applied nonetheless. According to a Bloomberg
report, US officials have been lobbying the Dutch authorities to further
expand the scope of the ban on the exports of EUV equipment to include
the latest generation deep ultraviolet lithography equipment. In a televi-
sion interview two days before Rutte’s meeting with Biden, Dutch Trade
and Development Cooperation Minister Liesje Schreinemacher admit-
ted that the Dutch government had been talking “with the Americans
for a long time”, but Washington “couldn’t say that because they have
put pressure on us for two years”, now that it had introduced its new
restrictions, the Netherlands had to agree, “we will not”. Nonetheless,
Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida reportedly had “very produc-
tive” talks last week on semiconductor-related export controls on China,
when he met with Biden in Washington on Jan 13. Japan’s Ambassador
to the United States Koji Tomita said after their meeting that it was
a complicated issue that required coordination with the industry, but
that both Japan and the US expected progress on the issue in coming
weeks. And following his conversation with Biden, Rutte said that “step
by step we will be able to reach a good outcome in cooperation”. Which
should serve as a reminder to China that it cannot pin its hopes on
others. It must reinforce its resolve to secure self-reliance in science
and technology. Contrary to what the US seems to believe, China
is not trying to usurp the US’ technological hegemony per se. The
country’s sights are firmly set on the global frontiers of science and
technology as that serves national economic development and thus
people’s well-being. In doing so, that will also produce benefits for
the world. Collaboration and cooperation are the driving force for sci-
entific progress, the US attempts to dictate who can have dealings with
who are vandalous spanners being thrown into the works.

The Biden presidency at two years:
Halfway point of a forever war

Belén Fernandez

However, Dubose said,
Biden was still “failing
humanity” in his handling
of the humanitarian crisis
on the US border — where
families were “still being
separated” and where
Biden was unlikely to
“creatively use executive
authority to improve
the lives of hundreds of
thousands of immigrants
living in limbo, with their
backs to political violence
and starvation in their
countries and their faces
looking to US for some
relief”. Obviously, relief
is the least the US could
provide after creating
much of that violence
and starvation in the
first place

(zlobal

Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg

Degrading Daesh-K’s
capabilities would be in
the interest of the Taliban
and, as such, they may
be willing to cooperate
with or at least acquiesce
to international efforts
against the group. Such
cooperation, albeit at
arm’s length, could open
the way for work against
other terror groups
operating or sheltering in
Afghanistan. That, in turn,
could lead to dealing with
other pressing issues,
including the Taliban’s
There hz.ls beqn no respite frorp terrorism.for

Afghanistan in 2023, but despite the formida-
ble security challenges, Taliban leaders have
contributed to the country’s instability by escalat-

ing their draconian measures at home and increas-
ing its isolation and estrangement from the rest of

of the United States, Joe Biden pledged

to make Roe v Wade “the law of the land”.
While the 1973 landmark ruling that legalised
abortion nationwide was of course technically
already the law of the land, its protections had
been successively sabotaged in accordance with
the national predilection for trampling on hu-
man rights. Fast forward to June 2022, a year
and a half into the Biden presidency, and the
US Supreme Court overturned Roe v Wade -
a move that disproportionately harmed poor
minority women and effectively aborted any
pretences to progressivism on the domestic
landscape. Then in October, Biden promised
to push to codify Roe into law if Democrats re-
tained both houses of Congress in the November
midterm elections. Oops. Now, as Biden hits the
halfway mark of his term in January 2023, how
has he fared in terms of his other promises to
the American left? Granted, this can be a tricky
subject for consideration, since any minor devia-
tion from the dominant right-wing US discourse
and devotion to neoliberal dystopia is often cast
as radical leftism. Take, for example, the radical
leftist idea that we should not burn ourselves
and the planet to death with climate change. Al-
though Biden’s pro-climate agenda initially gave
the world some hope that the apocalypse was not
absolutely imminent, Republican legislators are
dutifully labouring to reverse any optimism. The
Supreme Court has further rained on the parade
by essentially ruling in favour of greenhouse gas
emissions. The conservative majority court has
also stymied Biden’s student loan relief project,
the fate of which is currently up in the air. In
November 2021, the nation’s top judicial body
ended the Biden administration’s moratorium
on evictions, which had been implemented in
the context of the coronavirus pandemic. And
yet Biden’s failures on the “left” cannot be en-

E n 2020, during his campaign for president

tirely deflected onto his right-wing detractors in
Congress and on the Supreme Court. He is also
part and parcel of a US political system that is
perhaps best defined as a corporate plutocracy
disguised as democracy. As the nominal figure-
head of the whole arrangement, Biden inevitably
acts to preserve elite power. Recently, he single-
handedly betrayed railroad workers fighting for
paid sick leave — despite his previous promise
to be “the most pro-union president” in history.
Nor is there any lack of hypocrisy surround-
ing Biden’s sworn commitment to ending the
“forever wars” of the US. After all, there is a
vast chasm of difference between saying you
have ended war and continuing to saturate the
planet with US bases and military personnel.
The chasm is especially vast when you unleash
classified rules authorising illegal lethal force
abroad, outside recognised war zones. As Hina
Shamsi, director of the National Security Project
at the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),
observed in October: “President Biden prom-
ised to end America’s forever wars, but this
secret new extrajudicial killing policy will only
entrench them.” Then there are the “forever
wars” on the domestic front, such as over gun
control — an issue Biden was supposed to con-
front with guns blazing, you might say.

The January shooting of a Virginia teacher by a
six-year-old student is merely one of the latest
indications that Biden is failing dismally to
right the wrongs of the US - or to steer the
country ever-so-slightly to the left.

There is also the old “forever war” on asylum
seekers, which has seen Biden out-Trump his
transparently sociopathic predecessor Donald
Trump even while promoting more humane im-
migration reform. According to Biden himself,
he does not “like” Title 42 — a Trumpian policy
that, using COVID-19 as a pretext, permits the
US to summarily expel asylum seekers from US

territory without allowing them to apply for asy-
lum as required by international law.
But while Biden’s ostensible efforts to suspend
Title 42 expulsions have thus far been thwarted
by US courts, the president announced on Janu-
ary 5 that asylum seekers from Cuba, Haiti, and
Nicaragua who arrive “illegally” in the US will be
summarily expelled and denied the right to seek
asylum - a manoeuvre that is possible thanks to
none other than the supposedly “disliked” Title
42. Beyond Cubans, Haitians, and Nicaraguans,
of course, there are a whole lot of people victim-
ised by the institutionalised xenophobia of the
US - a country that has unilaterally endowed
itself with the right to transcend international
borders militarily and economically while simul-
taneously militarising itself against the fallout.
When I asked Lou Dubose, the former longtime
editor of The Washington Spectator, to comment
on Biden’s performance vis- -vis the American left
at the halfway mark of his term, he reckoned that
Biden had “exceeded” the perennially low expec-
tations of a US president. However, Dubose said,
Biden was still “failing humanity” in his handling of
the humanitarian crisis on the US border - where
families were “still being separated” and where Bid-
en was unlikely to “creatively use executive author-
ity to improve the lives of hundreds of thousands
of immigrants living in limbo, with their backs to
political violence and starvation in their countries
and their faces looking to US for some relief”. Ob-
viously, relief is the least the US could provide af-
ter creating much of that violence and starvation
in the first place. Some sort of relief would also
no doubt be appreciated by the poor and work-
ing-class folks in the US itself who are eternally
brutalised by their own government. But with
two more years of Biden, the US’s forever war
on humanity is far from over - and there is no
relief in sight.

—Courtesy: Al Jazeera

action needed to counter rising
violence 1n Afghanistan

the world. On Jan. 11, terrorists attacked a target
near the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Kabul, killing
and injuring scores of civilians. The terrorist group
Daesh, through its local Khorasan branch, immedi-
ately claimed responsibility. Earlier, on Jan. 1, it also
claimed responsibility for a suicide attack on Kabul
airport. During 2022, there appeared to be at least
one shooting or explosion every week in Kabul alone,
according to announcements by the Taliban, although
experts believe that the tally was higher, as the group
may underreport such incidents as they undermine
their claims of bringing peace to the country. One of
Daesh-K’s key targets are foreigners, especially those
whom it perceives as potential investors.

There have been universal condemnations of these
terrorist acts. After the Jan. 11 attack, the UN Securi-
ty Council convened immediately and called for hold-
ing “perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors
of these reprehensible acts of terrorism accountable
and bring them to justice.” It urged all states, in ac-
cordance with their obligations under international
law and relevant UNSC resolutions, to “cooperate ac-
tively with all relevant authorities in this regard.” Be-
cause of the bloody history between the Taliban and
Daesh-K, which go back to at least 2015, it is expected
that the Taliban will try to investigate the group’s at-
tacks and punish the culprits, but many are skeptical
about the Taliban’s capacity to get the job done. They
also doubt their willingness to go after other terrorist
groups known to have an active presence in Afghan-
istan, including Al-Qaeda and Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki-
stan. The Taliban have maintained that they will not
allow foreign actors to use Afghan territory against
any other country, but there are well-grounded fears
that they lack the capacity to halt Daesh-K terrorism.
Because of internal disagreements and for historical
reasons, it is also doubtful that the Taliban are will-
ing to shut down groups such as Al-Qaeda and TTP,
even if there are some in the movement who favor
such action. During the past two months, more than
100 attacks have taken place that are believed to have

been carried out by TTP, including a suicide attack in
Islamabad and the brazen capture of the Counter Ter-
rorism Department in Bannu, about 300 km south-
west of the Pakistani capital. Al-Qaeda’s affiliates are
still active in Yemen, Africa and elsewhere, inspired
by the mother organization sheltering in Afghanistan.
It is difficult for the world community to cooperate
with the Taliban, even covertly, in the fight against
terrorism because of the group’s own conduct since
seizing power in August 2021. Their systematic vio-
lations of basic rights, especially the rights of wom-
en to education and work, make it difficult to make
any deals with them. They have repeatedly broken
promises to respect basic rights and freedoms, and
instead have increased their restrictions on women
and created a hostile environment against them.
Their ban on women’s participation in humanitarian
work is not only discriminatory, but quite danger-
ous in a country where the overwhelming majority
of the population is in need of assistance and most
of the relief workers before the ban were women.
Harassment and physical abuse against women,
especially those expressing their views on their ex-
clusion from the workplace and from schools, have
increased since the Taliban came to power. One of
the latest attacks on women was the assassination
on Sunday of Mursal Nabizada, a former member of
Afghanistan’s parliament. She and her guard were
killed at her home in Kabul, police said. No one has
been charged with the killing. Nabizada stayed in
the country after the Taliban dissolved parliament in
2021, when many other politicians fled. In addition,
the Taliban have also failed to form a truly inclusive
government to include non-Taliban, which constitute
a majority of the population, if you add women to Af-
ghanistan’s sizable ethnic, religious and political mi-
norities. Opposition to the Taliban’s rule appears to
have grown significantly. Calls for armed resistance
have also grown, threatening to further destabilize
the country and increase the suffering of ordinary
Afghans. In their own special ways, the Taliban and

the terror groups are holding Afghanistan hostage and
making it difficult for the rest of the world to extend
help, bring peace and stability, or provide humanitari-
an assistance to the beleaguered country. But despite
these difficulties, the world should not abandon Af-
ghanistan’s 40 million people. Fighting terrorism is
one of the important things that the world community
can do, starting with Daesh-K.
Since quitting Afghanistan in 2021, the US has used
“over-the-horizon” security capabilities to deal with
terrorist threats from Afghanistan, as in the assas-
sination of Al-Qaeda leader Ayman Al-Zawahiri last
July. It has not sought to cobble together a coalition
akin to the Global Coalition Against Daesh, which
was set up in 2014 and still operates against the ter-
ror group in Iraq and Syria, where it is committed to
“degrading and ensuring Daesh’s enduring defeat,”
according to its official mission statement. Extend-
ing the geographical mandate of the 85-member
global coalition to deal operationally with Daesh-K
appears to be more practical than creating a new
body. Beyond the military campaign in Iraq and Syr-
ia, the coalition has publicly committed to tackling
Daesh’s financing and economic infrastructure; pre-
venting the flow of foreign terrorist fighters across
borders; supporting stabilization and the restoration
of essential public services to areas liberated from
Daesh; and countering the group’s propaganda.
In theory, Daesh-K would fall under these general
objectives, but the coalition has not extended its
military operations there. Degrading Daesh-K’s
capabilities would be in the interest of the Tal-
iban and, as such, they may be willing to coop-
erate with or at least acquiesce to international
efforts against the group. Such cooperation, albe-
it at arm’s length, could open the way for work
against other terror groups operating or sheltering
in Afghanistan. That, in turn, could lead to dealing
with other pressing issues, including the Taliban’s
treatment of women and minorities.

—Courtesy: Arab News
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Briefs

From Pack 01
satisfaction on the ongoing
consultations. The Russian
side opined that significant
progress has been made on
various areas which would
ultimately pave the way for
deepening and strengthen-
ing relations between Paki-
stan and Russia.

Pak urges

Iran to hunt
down...

From Pack 01

relationships with all its
neighbours, including In-
dia, and seeks to settle all
issues, including Kashmir,
through dialogue. However,
India’s unabated hostility
and retrogressive moves
have vitiated the environ-
ment and hindered the pro-
cess of peace and collabora-
tion, she added.
She said the onus remains
on India to create enabling
circumstances for mean-
ingful talks adding that the
reversal of India’s illegal
and unilateral actions of
5th August 2019 in the ille-
gally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir is key to the initi-
ation of dialogue. She said
Pakistan would appreciate
it if the international com-
munity persuades India to
take such measures.

Iranian
Embassy
condemns...

From Pace 01
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions, militants “targeted
a convoy of security forces
patrolling along the border.”
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif strongly condemned
the incident, saying “nation
pays homage to the sacri-
fices of their martyred sol-
diers in line of duty”.

Imran
Khan warns
against...

From Pace 01
Ahmed Nawaz Sukhera,
former Punjab Chief Sec-
retary Naveed Cheema
and Naseer Khan for care-
taker chief minister in
detail. It was said that af-
ter the final consultation,
Chairman PTI would send
two names to the parlia-
mentary committee.

PTI Chairman said that
the country cannot afford
any delay in the elections,
adding that holding free,
fair and transparent elec-
tions was the most seri-
ous matter and only the
caretaker government
with the best reputation
and capacity could per-
form this responsibility in
the best possible manner.
Imran Khan said that PTI
was nominating people of
best repute for the impor-
tant position. He said that
it would be foolishness to
allow the group afraid to
face the public to do more
wrongs. He said that the
constitutional require-
ment to establish caretak-
er governments should be
fulfilled seriously so as
the people could be giv-
en the right to make de-
cisions through elections
without any further delay.

ECP notifies
IK’s victory
on seven
NA seats

From Pace 01
which it decided to notify
him as the winning candi-
date on all the seven Nation-
al Assembly seats.

Earlier, Imran Khan had
not submitted the details
of the by-election expenses
incurred in NA-22, Mardan,
NA-24, Charsadda, NA-31,
Peshawar, NA-108, Fais-
alabad-VIII, NA-118, Nan-
kana Sahib-II and NA-239
Korangi, Karachi I, on Oc-
tober 16 while the election
on NA-45,Kurram was held
on October 30.

The ECP had taken no-
tice of the PTI chief’s
failure to submit the de-
tails of election expenses
for the constituencies he
had contested in Octo-
ber 2022. The ECP had
stayed the issuance of
victory notification of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan
on all National Assembly
(NA) seats he won.

Australian Open-2023

Djokovic through as second
seeds Ruud, Jabeur bow out

There was also early American success in the women’s draw when Katie
Volynets stunned ninth seed Veronika Kudermetova 6-4 2-6 6-2 to become

first US qualifier to reach the third round since Lindsay Davenport in 1993

DNA

MELBOURNE: Injury-hampered Novak
Djokovic moved into the third round of the
Australian Open on Thursday as the path
to a 22nd Grand Slam title opened up for
him with the premature exit of second seed
Casper Ruud. Ruud’s second-round exit
came a day after Djokovic’s great rival Rafa
Nadal, the top seed, had been evicted after
suffering a hip flexor injury that will side-
line him for up to two months.

Nine-times Melbourne Park champion Djok-
ovic was delayed only slightly by an inspired
second set from French qualifier Enzo Coua-
caud in his 6-1 6-7(5) 6-2 6-0 victory but was
troubled by his heavily-strapped left thigh.
With world number one Carlos Alcaraz
absent injured, Djokovic will fear few op-
ponents on the blue courts where he is un-
beaten since 2018 but only if his hamstring
holds out. “I have to take it day-by-day. I am
worried. I cannot say that I'm not. I have
reason to be worried,” said the Serbian. “My
physio and medical team have been doing
everything possible so that I can be able to
play every match. There’s not much more to
talk about. There’s two choices: leave it or
keep going. So I'm going to keep going.”
Women’s second seed Ons Jabeur also de-
parted after an error-strewn performance
against former French Open finalist Mar-
keta Vondrousova, but there were wins for
title contenders Aryna Sabalenka, Caroline
Garcia and Belinda Bencic. Ruud was simply
outplayed for all but a few games of his 6-3
7-5 6-7(4) 6-2 loss to 22-year-old Brooksby
over nearly four hours on Rod Laver Arena.
“I didn’t feel like I played particularly bad,” said
Ruud. “He just ended up winning many of the

longer rallies and had sort of an answer to all
the questions that I asked him.” Brooksby’s
win was followed by lucky loser Michael Mmoh
stunning German former world number two
Alexander Zverev 6-7(1) 64 6-3 6-2 to make it
eight American men in the third round.

“I think we all push each other to really get
better, regardless of each guy’s situation,”
said Brooksby. “I think that’s shown in a lot of
the guys having strong results lately.” Eighth
seed Taylor Fritz was unable to join the Amer-
ican charge as he was upset 6-7(4) 7-6(2) 6-4
6-7(6) 6-2 by Australian Alexei Popyrin, while
Danish ninth seed Holger Rune despatched
Californian Maxime Cressy 7-5 6-4 6-4.

There was also early American success in

the women’s draw when Katie Volynets
stunned ninth seed Veronika Kudermetova
6-4 2-6 6-2 to become the first U.S. qualifi-
er to reach the third round since Lindsay
Davenport in 1993. Shelby Rogers, howev-
er, was no match for Belarusian Sabalen-
ka, who recovered from a slow start to
power past the American 6-3 6-1. French
fourth seed Garcia likewise came through
a potentially tricky tie against former U.S
Open finalist Leylah Fernandez 7-6(5) 7-5,
while Bencic continued her fine form with
a 7-6(3) 6-3 win over American Claire Liu.
Magda Linette joined fellow Pole and top
seed Iga Swiatek in the third round with a
3-6 6-3 6-4 upset of 16th seed Anett Kon-
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taveit, while Croatian Donna Vekic downed
18th seed Liudmila Samsonova 6-3 6-0.

Jabeur, though, was a shadow of the play-
er who reached the finals at Wimbledon
and the U.S. Open last year, making 50
unforced errors in her 6-1 5-7 6-1 loss to
Vondrousova. Andrey Rublev continued to
carve his way through the men’s draw with
a 6-2 6-4 6-7(2) 6-3 win over Emil Ruusu-
vuori, the third-set sethback coming after a
row with the umpire over whether the fifth
seed was swearing in Russian. He will next
face Briton Dan Evans, who beat Jeremy
Chardy 6-4 6-4 6-1 after the Frenchman
also fell out with the chair official when a
ball dropped from his pocket during a rally.

U19T120 World Cup
Eyman Fatima stars as
Pak qualify for Super Six

POTCHEFSTROOM: Pakistan bowl-
ers displayed a combined effort to halt
Zimbabwe to 97/6 before openers Ey-
man Fatima and Shawaal Zulfiqar led
the side to a perfect 10-wicket victory

to book their spot in the Super Six.
After opting to bat first, Zimbabwe en-
dured a ruthless bowling attack from
Pakistan and thus, could only amass
97/6 in their allotted 20 Overs.

Amid a dismal display with the bat,
Zimbabwean captain Kelis Ndhlovu
put on a brave fight with a 35-ball 42
while the rest of the batters could not
contribute significantly to the total.
Anosha Nasir was the pick of the
bowlers for the Green Shirts as she
picked up 2/21 while Areesha Noor
and Laiba Nasir struck out a batter
each. Set to chase a mere 98, Pakistan
openers scripted a perfect run chase
as they completed the pursuit with a
match-winning 100-run partnership.
Eyman remained the core aggressor of
the unbeaten partnership as she struck
a quickfire half-century before finishing
on 62 not out in just 35 balls, hitting a
dozen boundaries including two sixes.
Meanwhile, her companion Shawaal
played an anchoring 32-run knock and
made sure a perfect run chase for Pa-
kistan. Following this victory, Pakistan
stormed into the Super Six of the in-
augural mega event. In the Group C
fixture, New Zealand outclassed West
Indies by 10 wickets to finish on top of
the standings, while West Indies held
on to the second spot. — Agencies

India beat New Zealand
by 12 runs in thrilling
0DI series opener

HYDERABAD: India claimed a thrilling 12-run victory
over New Zealand after Shubman Gill scored a double
century and Mohammed Siraj picked up four wickets as
they kicked off their one-day international series in Hy-
derabad on Wednesday. The 23-year-old opener scored
208 off 149 balls, smashing an incredible 19 fours and
nine sixes as he helped India set New Zealand a target
of 350. Apart from Gill, the rest of India's batting order
struggled to add runs, with captain Rohit Sharma mak-
ing the second-highest contribution with 34. Big-hitting
Virat Kohli could only manage eight runs. New Zealand
opener Finn Allen made 40 but the rest of the batsmen
did very little until Michael Bracewell produced a batting
masterclass after coming in at number seven. - Agencies

PTI rejects Sindh
polls, wants heads

rolled in ECP

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Thurs-
day rejected the recently held local government elections
in Sindh’s Karachi and Hyderabad division over alleged rig-
ging and demand resignation of members of the electoral
body. PTI Secretary General Asad Umar, in a press con-
ference, said that the second phase of LG polls, in which
the PPP emerged victorious, should be declared null and
void, demanding fresh elections in Sindh.

The much-delayed LG polls were held in Karachi and Hy-
derabad on Jan 15 as the MQM-P and PPP wanted the ECP
to put off the elections due to security concerns and de-
limitation issues. Mr Umar said the rigging was started in
morning of the election day as video posted on social media
showed election staff stamping ballot papers. He claimed
balloting material was also sent to some polling stations
with delay. “We will not accept the elections in any way,”
the PTI bigwig resolved. He said the LG polls were delayed
several times as the PDM wanted to steal mandate, adding:
“A dangerous game was played in Karachi”.

The PPP bagged most seats in Karachi, Hyderabad
and other parts of Sindh in the second phase of the
LG election. It sprang a surprise in Karachi where it
secured 93 seats followed by the Jamaat-e-Islami (JI)
with 86 seats and the PTI 40 as the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) released the consolidated
results of the 235 union councils in Karachi division.
On Wednesday, workers of the Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) and the PTI clashed outside the office of the
Keamari deputy returning officer (DRO) following the
controversial results of the LG elections.

Olise’s strike forces
Man Utd draw

LONDON: Erik ten Hag criticized Manchester United’s
lack of killer instinct after Michael Olise’s superb stop-
page-time free-kick rescued a 1-1 draw for Crystal Palace
on Wednesday. Ten Hag’s side led through Bruno Fer-
nandes’ first half strike at Selhurst Park as they looked to
record their longest winning streak in 14 years.

But Olise halted United’s run at nine successive victories
in all competitions when he smashed a breathtaking set-
piece past David de Gea in the final seconds. It was a major
blow for United, who had hoped to climb to second place in
the Premier League and put pressure on leaders Arsenal
ahead of their visit to the Emirates Stadium on Sunday.
“When you’re winning with two minutes to go and Palace
don’t create anything except one from a corner and one
from the free-kick, you don’t expect to drop points,” Ten

Hag said. “We have to invest more to get that second goal
and then not be in that situation that a lucky moment costs
you. “In the second half we had a lot of space to kill them
and go for the second goal. “I never saw we really went for
the second goal. It’s difficult to say why. I have to criticise
my team. Go for the second.” Having beaten City 2-1 in the
Manchester derby on Saturday, United left freezing south
London disappointed not to make it 10 in a row.

Instead, United moved up to third, level on points with
champions Manchester City and eight adrift of Mikel Ar-
teta’s table-toppers. City would go three points clear of
United if they beat Tottenham on Thursday. United, who
haven’t won the title since 2013, can still put a little pres-
sure on Arsenal if they beat the Gunners in north London.
“We have to take the lesson. You can’t change it (the end
of the winning run). We're looking forward,” Ten Hag said.
“Look to Arsenal and make a proper plan. The players have
to make sure they’re ready.” Palace beat United on the
final day of last season at the dismal culmination of Ralf
Rangnick’s lacklustre reign as interim boss. ~Agencies

EU horder chief pledges transparency, no illegal pushbacks

“Frontex 1s well equipped to actually support the member states,” she said,
adding that the agency last year carried out the return of 25,000 people

BRUSSELS: The new exec- tional refugee protection

investigating them or not hansson said the increase

Bangladesh was put on a tex of aerial surveillance to

utive director of European
Union border agency Fron-
tex pledged Thursday to en-
sure that illegal pushbacks
of migrants trying to reach
Europe wouldn’t take place
under his watch.

Hans Leijtens was appoint-
ed as a replacement for
Fabrice Leggeri, who re-
signed last year following
media allegations that the
agency was involved in that
practice. A report by EU
anti-fraud watchdog OLAF
into Frontex later conclud-
ed that employees from
the agency were involved
in covering up pushbacks
of migrants from Greece to
Turkey. Pushbacks — forc-
ing would-be refugees away
from a border before they
can reach a country and
claim asylum — are consid-
ered violations of interna-

agreements, which say peo-
ple shouldn’t be expelled
or returned to a country
where their life and safety
might be in danger because
of their race, religion, na-
tionality or being members
of a social or political group.
“Pushbacks by Frontex of-
ficers are not legal. They
are forbidden,” Leijtens
said during a news confer-
ence with Ylva Johansson,
the EU commissioner for
home affairs. “I'm respon-
sible for the fact that my
people don’t participate
in ... pushbacks.” Leijtens
will start his new job on
March 1. According to the
OLAF report made public
in October, top managers
at Frontex committed “se-
rious misconduct and other
irregularities” in covering
up pushback incidents, not

handling them correctly.
Leijtens said “there is noth-
ing secret about Frontex”
and that he would promote
a nothing-to-hide attitude
while improving transpar-
ency and putting an end to
“defensive attitudes.”

“We can’t do our work when
we are not trusted,” he said.
Leijtens’ nomination comes
as the EU’s 27 member
countries struggle to make
progress in discussions over
a long-delayed overhaul of
the bloc’s asylum system
proposed by the EU’s ex-
ecutive arm more than two
years ago. The number of
attempts by migrants to
enter the EU without au-
thorization reached around
330,000 last year, the high-
est number since 2016, the
EU’s border and coast guard
agency said last week. Jo-

is mainly due to the arrivals
of citizens likely not in need
of international protection,
who need to be returned to
their country of origin.
“Frontex is well equipped
to actually support the
member states,” she said,
adding that the agency last
year carried out the return
of 25,000 people.
Johansson added that she
will next week present a
new strategy on returns
next week before a summit
of EU leaders in Febru-
ary. She also exhorted EU
countries to step up their
cooperation with Frontex
for a better management
of returns. Johansson cit-
ed a rise in arrivals to the
EU by Bangladeshis, with
most of them not in need
of international protec-
tion. She said that after

list of visas sanctions, lo-
cal authorities improved
their cooperation and are
now open to taking back
their citizens.

“But we are also in a situa-
tion where member states
only do readmission re-
quests for approximately
10% to 20% of the return
decisions” she said. “And
when Frontex are flying the
planes to Bangladesh (...),
they are not full. When we
have a political momentum
with a third country, it’s im-
portant that we work togeth-
er: (the European) Commis-
sion, Frontex, all member
states, to really make these
returns happen.”
Johansson and Leijtens
were also asked about re-
ports from nongovernmen-
tal organizations, which
argue that the use by Fron-

enable the EU-trained Liby-
an coast guard to intercept
boats carrying migrants
makes the agency complicit
in the abuse that refugees
are exposed to once they
are returned to Libya.
Johansson responded that
Frontex’s priority is to save
lives and should obviously
warn coast guards if they
spot a vessel in danger.
“When it comes to Libya,
there is a special challenge
because of the conditions
in Libya,” she said. “That’s
why we don’t want to leave
people there.”

Johansson said that the
EU is working with the
United Nations and the Af-
rican Union to make sure
that refugees are taken out
of camps located in Libya
and resettled in better lo-
cations elsewhere. - AP

From Pace 01
“It should become obvious
to everyone: no matter what
weapons the Americans or
NATO supply to the Zelen-
sky regime, we will destroy
it,” he said, referring to
Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky. “It is simply
impossible to defeat Rus-
sia,” he said in comments
released by the embassy.
He said that US rhetoric
over Ukraine was becom-
ing “more and more bel-
ligerent.” By insisting that
Crimea was part of Ukraine
and saying that Kyiv can
use US weapons to protect
its territory Washington “is
essentially pushing the Kyiv
regime to commit terror acts
in Russia,” Antonov said.
Separately, former pres-
ident Dmitry Medvedev
warned that the West’s con-
tinued support for Ukraine
could lead to nuclear war.
“A nuclear power losing in
a conventional war can pro-
voke the outbreak of a nu-
clear war,” he wrote.
“Nuclear powers have not
lost major conflicts on
which their fate depends.”
Peskov said Medvedev’s
comments were in line with
Russia’s nuclear doctrine.

India sets
condition
for talks...

From Pace 01

“My message to the Indi-
an leadership and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is
that let us sit down [at] the
table and have serious and
sincere talks to resolve our
burning issues like Kash-
mir,” the premier said.

PM Shehbaz said that fla-
grant human rights viola-
tions were taking place day
in and day out in IIOJK, add-
ing that the neighbouring
country had usurped any
semblance of autonomy giv-
en to Kashmiris according
to Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution. The autonomy
was revoked in August 2019.
The premier also said that
the minorities in India “are
being persecuted”. “This
must stop so that message
can go around the globe that
India is ready to have talks.”
PM Shehbaz said Pakistan
and India “are neighbours
and have to live with each
other”. The ties between the
two nuclear-armed nations
halted in 2019 after the Modi
administration revoked the
special status of IIOJK and
has since been continuing
its unabated terrorism in the
Himalayan valley.

Bayern
Munich
travel to...

BERLIN: Bayern Munich
manager Julian Nagels-
mann admitted on Wednes-
day he wanted to stop the
league getting “exciting
again” with a win away at
the resurgent RB Leip-
zig on Friday. Four points
clear on top of the table,
Bayern are hoping for a
record-extending 11th
straight Bundesliga title.
Despite brave challenges
from Freiburg and Union
Berlin, the familiar failings
of Borussia Dortmund and
Bayer Leverkusen have left
Leipzig as Bayern’s most
likely challengers for the
title. “If we win the game,
a nine-point lead (ahead of
RB) would be a good cush-
ion. If we should lose, it
(the league) is very excit-
ing again and then we will
be under more pressure to
act in the Bundesliga than
if we were to win,” Nagels-
mann said on Friday.

“So it’s an important game.”
The match pits Germany’s
two most inform sides
against each other in what
has emerged as perhaps the
biggest rivalry in the Bun-
desliga in recent seasons.
Six of the teams’ 12 league
clashes against each other
have come with the sides sit-
ting first and second on the
ladder. While Bayern have
lost only once in all compe-
titions and are strong favour-
ites for both the title and
Friday’s clash, RB have lost
just twice since local Leipzig
lad Marco Rose took over as
head coach in September.
The Red Bulls’ record at
home is even more imposing,
with six wins and one draw
from seven league matches
this season. Bayern have won
five, drawn two and lost one of
their eight games away from
home. Neither side will be at
full strength however, with
several key players missing.
Bayern captain and goalkeep-
er Manuel Neuer and defend-
er Lucas Hernandez both
suffered long-term injuries,
while forward Sadio Mane
will not be back until at
least February. - Agencies
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15 Armenian
soldiers
die infire at
military base

YEREVAN: A fire at a mili-
tary base in Armenia early
Thursday killed 15 soldiers
after they used gasoline for
heating, the Defense Minis-
try said. The blaze quickly
swept through a military
barrack in the village of
Azat, in Gegharkunik prov-
ince, eastern Armenia.
Authorities said that seven
soldiers were injured, and
three of them remained in
grave condition. Armenian
Defense Minister Suren
Papikyan said at a Cabinet
meeting that the fire erupt-
ed because soldiers used
gasoline to fuel a stove in
violation of fire safety rules.
He said that the unit’s com-
mander and about a dozen
other officers were also
fired. Armenian Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinyan also
fired Gen. Vagram Grigory-
an, who was in charge of a
group of forces in the region
that includes the unit where
the fire occurred. Prosecu-
tors opened a probe into
the fire. The Gegharkunik
region borders Azerbai-
jan, which has been locked
in a decadeslong conflict
with Armenia over Na-
gorno-Karabakh, which is
part of Azerbaijan but has
been under the control of
ethnic Armenian forces
backed by Armenia since
a separatist war there end-
ed in 1994. In six weeks of
heavy fighting that began
in September 2020, the
Azerbaijani military routed
Armenian forces and moved
deep into Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, forcing Armenia to
accept a Russia-brokered
peace deal in November
that year. —~APP

‘US should
deploy
nuclear

weapons in
S. Korea’

WASHINGTON: A US think
tank has suggested that
Washington should consider
the deployment of nuclear
weapons in South Korea
in the future amid growing
tensions in the region, local
media said on Thursday.

The Washington-based
Center for Strategic and In-
ternational Studies (CSIS)
has also recommended that
the US and South Korea
begin holding tabletop ex-
ercises to that end, Yonhap
News Agency reported.
“The allies should consider
tabletop planning exercises
for the possible redeploy-
ment of US nuclear weap-
ons to South Korea,” the
agency said, citing the latest
CSIS report. “This planning
should be explicitly pre-de-
cisional. The timeline and
scope of weapons ... should
be left deliberately ambigu-
ous,” it added. The report
comes after South Korea
said last week that Wash-
ington and Seoul intend
to hold tabletop joint mili-
tary exercises next month
in the scenario that North
Korea uses a nuclear weap-
on. Later, Pentagon Press
Secretary Air Force Brig.
Gen. Pat Ryder vowed that
the US remains committed
to defending South Korea
in case of any “aggression”
from North Korea as Seoul
falls under the extended de-
terrence umbrella. —~APP

S. Africa to
hold joint
naval drills

with Russia,
China

South Africa, which has
resisted taking sides fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, announced Thurs-
day it will stage 10-day joint
maritime drills with Russia
and China next month.

“As (a) means to strengthen
the already flourishing rela-
tions between South Africa,
Russia and China, a multina-
tional maritime exercise be-
tween these three countries
... will take place,” the army
said. The exercises dubbed
“Mosi,” which translates to
“smoke” in the local Tswana
language, are scheduled for
Feb. 17 to 27, off the port
city of Durban and Richards
Bay. It will be the second
such exercise involving
the three naval forces, the
South African National De-
fence Force said. The first
was held in November 2019
off the coast of Cape Town.
More than 350 South Af-
rican army personnel will
take part “alongside the
Russian and Chinese coun-
terparts.—APP

Ankara, Baku sincere
for peace with Yerevan

Tirkiye is one of the most active countries working to ensure a perma-
nent cease-fire between Ukraine and Russia

NEews DESK

WASHINGTON:  Tirkiye
and Azerbaijan are “sin-
cere” in their efforts to
normalize relations with
Armenia, Foreign Minis-
ter Mevliit Cavuso lu said
Wednesday, adding that
Ankara expects reciprocal
steps from the Yerevan side
as well.“I can easily say this
on behalf of brotherly Azer-
baijan. Tiirkiye and Azer-
baijan are sincere about
normalization,” Cavuso lu
told an event where he met
Turkish American commu-
nity members in Washing-
ton, D.C. In his remarks at
the Turkish Embassy resi-
dence, Cavuso lu recalled
that Ankara has formed
various mechanisms with
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan
and Georgia on the East-
West Middle Corridor. “I
hope Armenia will take
part in this process, it will
take sincere steps toward
peace. Unfortunately, we
have seen backward steps
toward negotiations recent-

ly,” he said. Cavuso lu said
that during his meeting with
his U.S. counterpart Antony
Blinken, the top Ameri-
can diplomat told him that
Armenian Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian was also
“sincere” about the nor-
malization process. “But we
want to see this through ac-
tion, not words,” he added.
Relations between the for-
mer Soviet republics of
Armenia and Azerbaijan
have been tense since 1991,
when the Armenian military
illegally occupied Karabakh,
a territory internationally
recognized as part of Azer-
baijan and seven adjacent
regions. Clashes erupted
on Sept. 27, 2020, with the
Armenian Army attacking
civilians and Azerbaijani
forces, violating several hu-
manitarian cease-fire agree-
ments. During the 44-day
conflict, Azerbaijan liberat-
ed several cities and around
300 settlements and villag-
es that Armenia had occu-
pied for almost 30 years.
Tiirkiye was a key backer of
Azerbaijan during the 44-

day Karabakh War between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
The fighting ended with a

Russian-brokered agree-
ment on Nov. 10, 2020,
which was seen as a victory
for Azerbaijan and a defeat
for Armenia. However, the
cease-fire has been broken
several times since then.

Recent tensions are said to
have ignited because of pro-
tests by Azerbaijani environ-
mental activists in the La-
chin region over the illegal

exploitation of natural re-
sources by Armenia in Kara-
bakh. Armenia has called on
Russian peacekeepers de-
ployed to monitor the peace
deal to unblock the Lachin
corridor, the lifeline road
connecting Karabakh to
Armenia. Speaking on the
ongoing Russian invasion of
Ukraine, Cavuso lu under-
lined that it is not solely in
the hands of Tiirkiye to end
the war but that Ankara’s ef-
forts were continuing.

“At the beginning, we had
made quite a progress. The
sides approached a cease-
fire, as you know. They had
announced it themselves, but
now the war prolonged, the
conditions changed and be-
came more complex. Unfor-
tunately, there are different
areas to negotiate now.”
Tiirkiye is one of the most ac-
tive countries working to en-
sure a permanent cease-fire
between Ukraine and Russia.
Its delicately balanced act
of assuming a mediator role
by keeping communication
channels with both warring
sides open provides a glim-
mer of hope in diplomatic
efforts to find a solution and
achieve peace in Ukraine.
With the unique position of
having friendly relations with
both Russia and Ukraine,
Tiirkiye has won widespread
appreciation for its push to
end the war.

Since the beginning of the
conflict, Ankara has offered
to mediate between the two
sides and host peace talks,
underlining  support  for
Ukraine’s territorial integrity

and sovereignty. While Tiirki-
ye has opposed international
sanctions designed to isolate
Moscow, the country has also
closed its straits to prevent
some Russian vessels from
crossing. In a breakthrough,
Russian and Ukrainian dele-
gations met for peace talks
in Istanbul on March 29,
2022. Tiirkiye also hosted
Russian and Ukrainian for-
eign ministers in Antalya
earlier in March. On the
other side, Cavuso lu said
that Tiirkiye also strives for
an end to the Syrian war.
“As Tirkiye, we want peace
in the region. Recently, we
launched a process with the
Syrian regime for a political
solution, namely the reviv-
ing of the political process
to reach a result. The Turk-
ish and Syrian defense min-
isters held landmark talks
in Moscow last month to
discuss border security and
other issues. In November,
Erdo an said a meeting with
Assad was a possibility after
cutting diplomatic ties with
Damascus throughout the
11-year conflict.

Ambassador Masood for tech sector
linkages with city of Irvine, California

WASHINGTON: Farrah N.
Khan, an American of Pa-
kistani descent, who is the
Mayor of Irvine, a city in the
U.S. state of California, held
a meeting with Pakistan’s
Ambassador Masood Khan
Wednesday during which
she highlighted Irvine’s sig-
nificant progress in sectors
such as tech, meditech and
artificial intelligence.

The family of Ms. Khan,
52, migrated to the United
States when she was three
years old. In November
2022, the Lahore-born Ms.
Khan became the first wom-
an of colour and the first
Muslim to lead the large
American city. She is now
serving her second term.
The Ambassador, while con-

gratulating her on success-
ful political career, said that
her leadership qualities and
successes make Pakistan
and the Pakistani diaspora
in the United States proud,
according to a press release
of the Pakistani embassy.
He said the recent Pun-
jab-California Sister Prov-
ince Agreement provides
a model to establish do-
main-specific state-to-prov-
ince, city-to-city economic
linkages between Pakistan
and the United States.

“The tech startups of Paki-
stan, manned by enterpris-
ing youth, and a vibrant tech
sector of Irvine could forge
strong partnerships for not
only meeting the economic
needs of the two sides but

also to strengthen peo-
ple-to-people  exchanges,”
the Pakistani envoy added.

Referring to his recent visit
to California and signing of
the Punjab-California sister
state-province agreement,
the Ambassador termed the
agreement as historic which
would bring Punjab, the
largest populated province
of Pakistan, and the state of
California, the largest state
of the US, closer and would
open up vistas for enhanc-
ing economic interaction
between the two countries.

Ms. Farrah Khan thanked
the Ambassador for warmly
receiving her and highlight-
ed tech, meditech and artifi-
cial intelligence as the ma-
jor sectors in which Irvine

was witnessing significant
progress.

Higher education and ad-
vanced learning in the latest
technologies was another
promising area for enhanc-
ing mutual collaboration,
she said. Farrah Khan also
highlighted the valuable
contributions being made
by the Pakistani diaspora
towards the socio-economic
development of Irvine and
the state of California.

The Ambassador invited
Mayor Farrah Khan to visit
Pakistan along with a busi-
ness delegation for pro-
moting cooperation be-
tween the chamber and
industry and to strength-
en people-to-people link-
ages.—APP

Turkish, Saudi
investors visit
Gwadar Free Zo_n_e

ISLAMABAD: In a major de-
velopment, Turkey and Saudi
Arabia are mulling significant
in the Gwadar
Free Zone (North) with a mag-
nitude of incentives as well as
conducive business and trade

investments

B

activities in 2023. GPA official told Gwadar Pro that a repre-
sentative of Turkish multinational corporation Nysan is visiting
Gwadar Port on 18th January (Wednesday) with an objective to
seek commerce & trade opportunities and potentials of estab-
lishing a warehouse in the Free Zone. Nysan Industrial Tech-
nology Group is a leading brand from Turkey operating glob-
ally. The Nysan Group deals in tyres, lead acid batteries, auto
spare parts, CNC robotic machinery, lubricants and filters.
Gwadar port which serves the primary purpose of tranship-
ment offers lucrative prospects to potential investors. Another
group consisting of senior office bearers of the Pakistan-Saudi
Business Chamber, Lahore chamber and Pakistan Transport
Council are also visiting on Wednesday. —-DNA

Canada summons
Russian envoy

TRENTON: Canada’s foreign affairs minister summoned
the Russian ambassador Wednesday to answer for a mis-
sile strike in Ukraine that killed dozens of civilians.

The missile hit an apartment building in the city of Dni-
pro on Saturday, killing at least 45 people, including six
children.“We do not accept the sheer brutality of Russia’s
recent attacks against civilians,” Melanie Joly told a press
conference. The strike on the nine-story building also de-
stroyed 72 apartments, leaving 400 residents homeless,
while 23 units received extensive damage, according to
the Dnipro City Council. Joly said Canada and its allies
will hold Russia responsible for attacks on civilians in
Ukraine. “We will ensure that those responsible for the
horrific scenes in...Ukraine answer (for) their crimes,”
she said. Russia denied the Dnipro attack, with Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov saying his country does
not target residential buildings. He blamed a Ukrainian
air defense missile for the attack. Russia rained cruise
missiles on Ukraine and Ukraine’s military said it does
not have the capability to intercept the type of missile
that struck the nine-story apartment building. Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau called the strike on the apart-
ment building “despicable, abhorrent and completely
unacceptable.” He said last week that Canada will pur-
chase a CAN$406 million (US$300 million) surface-to-air
missile defense system for Ukraine.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Ramez Alraee, Syrian ambassador to Pakistan calling
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani at Parliament House. —DNA
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20 January - National Mourning Day

DNA

BAKU: On the night of Jan-
uary 19-20, 1990, as a result
of military aggression of the
units of the Soviet Army
and special forces, as well
as contingents of internal
troops against Azerbaijan,
civilians, including chil-
dren, women, and elderly
were massacred in the
cities of Baku, Sumgayit,
Lankaran and Neftchala
by order of the USSR lead-
ership. As a result of the
occupying forces’ military
aggression 150 civilians
were killed, 744 were seri-
ously injured, and 4 people
went missing. The Soviet
army sent to the country
in order to forcefully sup-
press the mass protests
of the Azerbaijani people
and the national independ-
ence movement started in
response to the discrimi-
nation policy of the USSR
leadership against the
people of Azerbaijan, the
deportation of hundreds
of thousands of Azerbai-
janis from their histori-
cal lands in the territory
of present-day Armenia,
and Armenia’s unfounded

territorial claims against
Karabakh, committed an
unprecedented massacre
against the civilian pop-
ulation grossly violating
international law and the
Constitution. On January
21, 1990, immediately af-
ter the tragic events, at
the Permanent Mission
of Azerbaijan in Moscow,
National Leader Heydar
Aliyev, demonstrating his
solidarity with the Azerbai-
jani people, strongly con-
demned the crime commit-
ted against the Azerbaijani
people, demanded political
and legal assessment of
the massacre, and punish-
ment of the perpetrators.
At the special session of
the MilliMajlis (Parlia-
ment) held in February
1994 the brutal killing of
innocent people on 20
January 1990 was quali-
fied as military aggression
and a crime, and in March
1994 a decision “On the
tragic events committed
in Baku on 20 January
1990” was adopted. 20
January was declared the
National Mourning Day.
20 January tragedy had a
decisive influence on the
formation of the national

identity of Azerbaijan and
became a turning point in
the restoration of the in-
dependence of Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijani people, who
were subjected to military,
political, and moral aggres-
sion of the Soviet regime
33 years ago, showed com-
mitment to their historical
traditions of struggle. On

that tragic day, the sons
of the motherland, who
gave their lives in defense
of justice wrote a brilliant
page in the heroic chroni-
cle of our people. On Jan-
uary 20, 1990, which was
marked in our history as a
day of tragedy, as well as
of national pride, the Azer-
baijani people conveyed

to the world that they de-
serve to live free, sover-
eign and independent.

Despite the fact that 33
years have passed, the
events of 20 January, one
of the most terrible crimes
committed in the 20th
century, in which all inter-
national legal documents
were grossly violated, were
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not given an internation-
al legal assessment. The
leadership of the former
Soviet Union is directly
responsible for this crime.
According to international
law, the 20 January trage-
dy should be qualified as
a crime against humanity,
and its instigators and per-
petrators must be punished.
Today, the souls of our he-
roic martyrs who gave their
lives for the independence
of Azerbaijan, as well as for
the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of our country are at
peace. Under the leadership
of the Victorious Command-
erinChief, the courageous
Azerbaijani Army liberated our
territories, which were under
occupation for 30 years, and
the territorial integrity of Azer-
baijjan was restored. Actions
against the independence,
sovereignty, and territorial
integrity of Azerbaijan will
continue to be adequately
countered. We once again com-
memorate with deep sadness
the dearest memory of our
compatriots who sacrificed
their lives for the territori-
al integrity of our country,
the freedom of our people,
and the independence of
our state.

Lulafires 13
more military
officers

BUENOS AIRES: Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva dismissed 13 more
military officers Wednesday
over the Jan. 8 attacks on
government buildings in the
capital. The soldiers were
part of the Institutional Se-
curity Cabinet overseeing
and assisting the president
in matters related to nation-
al security and defense.
Lula on Twitter under-
scored the importance of
the armed forces in relation
to border control, uphold-
ing the constitution and in
defending Brazilians but
insisted that “we cannot
politicize the military.” The
move comes a day after 40
soldiers overseeing security
for Lula at the president’s
official residence in Bra-
silia, the Alvorada Palace,
were relieved of their du-
ties, while another 16 had
been assigned to other are-
as. They remain part of the
armed forces but will per-
form other duties, the G1
news portal reported. The
changes follow allegations
by Lula that supporters of
former President Jair Bol-
sonaro were aided by secu-
rity forces during the inva-
sion and ransacking of the
Planalto Palace, or Presi-
dent’s office, the National
Congress and the Supreme
Federal Court following
collusion between the
armed forces and military
police.—APP

Workers in
Peru call
for national

strike

BOGOTA: Workers in Peru
have called a national strike
for Thursday to demand
the resignation of Presi-
dent Dina Boluarte. The
General Confederation of
Peruvian Workers (CGTP),
the union that is leading the
strike, is also demanding an
immediate call for general
elections and the holding
of a Constituent Assembly.
Demonstrators have been
told to meet at Lima’s
Plaza 2 de Mayo at 4 p.m.
local time (2100GMT),
which is why several trade
unions and social organi-
zations have marched to
the capital city to join in.
Boluarte spoke Tuesday
about the protests that
are set to take place. “We
don’t want more blood.
They have said that rivers
of blood will flow. We do
not want it,” she said. “I
call on people to take to
the streets of Lima, but
calmly and peacefully.” On
Wednesday, the Ombuds-
man’s Office requested
that both security forces
and demonstrators march
in a peaceful manner. In a
press release, it called on
public institutions to “con-
tribute to the protection of
the fundamental rights of
citizens.” The CGTP has
denounced that the police
are preventing demon-
strators from carrying out
protests. The government
on Sunday declared a state
of emergency for 30 days in
some regions, which author-
izes the army to intervene
to maintain order.—DNA

US sees
Tiirkiye ‘as a
reliable ally’

WASHINGTON: The US
sees Tiirkiye as “a reliable
ally,” the White House said
Wednesday, as the two na-
tions’ top diplomats met in
Washington, D.C.

White House spokeswom-
an Karine Jean-Pierre
made the remarks in re-
sponse to a question about
Sweden and Finland’s
NATO bids. A reporter
asked if President Joe
Biden considers Tiirkiye
“a reliable NATO ally,” cit-
ing “an impasse” over the
accession of the Nordic
nations to the military alli-
ance. “We do see Turkey as
a reliable ally,” Jean-Pierre
responded. The Biden ad-
ministration also hailed
US relations with Tiirkiye,
with State Department
spokesman Ned Price say-
ing, “We have a very con-
structive relationship with
Turkey.” “We are grateful
for the role that Turkey
has played in helping to
address many of the most
pressing challenges of our
time,” said Price.

Earlier, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken met
with Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Mevlut Cavusoglu
as part of the Tiirkiye-US
Strategic Mechanism.

The mechanism  was
launched last April follow-
ing a meeting between
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and President
Joe Biden on the sidelines
of the G-20 summit in
Rome.—APP
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New Zealand
PM Jacinda
Ardernto
resign next
month

DNA

AUCKLAND: Jacinda Ard-
ern is quitting as New Zea-
land prime minister ahead
of this year’s election saying
she no longer has “enough
in the tank” to lead. The
shock announcement comes
as polling indicates her La-
bour Party party faces a
difficult path to re-election
on 14 October. Ms Ardern
choked up as she detailed
how six “challenging” years
in the job had taken a toll.

Labour MPs will vote to find
her replacement on Sunday.
Ms Ardern, 42, said she
had taken time to consider
her future over the summer
break, hoping to find the
heart and energy to go on in
the role. “But unfortunately
I haven’t, and I would be
doing a disservice to New
Zealand to continue,” she
told reporters on Thursday.
Ms Ardern will step down by
7 February. If no would-be suc-
cessor garners the support of
two-thirds of the party room,
the vote will go to Labour’s
lay membership. Ms Ardern
became the youngest female
head of government in the
world when she was elect-
ed prime minister in 2017,
aged 37. And a year later she
became the second elected
world leader to ever give birth
while in office, after Pakistan’s
Benazir Bhutto in 1990. She
steered New Zealand through
the Covid-19 pandemic and
its ensuing recession,
the Christchurch mosque
shootings, and the White
Island volcanic eruption.

Number
of Covid
patients on

decline in
China

BEIJING: China has passed
the peak period of severe
COVID-19 patients at hos-
pitals and fever outpatients,
as well as patients in the
emergency department,
Guo Yanhong, an official
with the National Health
Commission (NHC) said on
Thursday. The number of
daily patients visiting fever
clinics peaked on December
23 and has been going down
since, Guo said, adding that
by January 17, the number
has dropped 94 percent, low-
er than that on December 7,
when the NHC released ten
optimization measures for
COVID-19 control, he told a
press conference.
According to Guo, the num-
ber of patients visiting emer-
gency wards on January 17
also dropped 44 percent
from the peak on January
2. The number of hospi-
talized patients peaked on
January 5 and then dropped
44.3 percent by January 17,
CGTN reported. Guo said
the outpatient departments
in hospitals across the coun-
try are returning to normal,
with COVID-19 patients cov-
ering only 0.5 percent of all
visitors on January 17. For
the inpatient department,
the proportion of non-COV-
ID-19 patients went up dras-
tically to 85 percent, Guo
told reporters. - APP

Zardari gets

relief in
another case

DNA

ISLAMABAD: An accounta-
bility court in the federal cap-
ital on Thursday sent back a
corruption reference against
former president and PPP
co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari
to the National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB). Accounta-
bility court Judge Rana Nasir
Javed announced the verdict
reserved after hearing argu-
ments from both sides. The
judge said the corruption ref-
erence did not fall under the
jurisdiction of the account-
ability court after amend-
ments to the NAB laws.

The Thatta Water Supply is
a supplementary reference
in the fake bank accounts
and mega money-laundering
scam references, filed by
the NAB against Zardari and
others. The anti-graft buster
is conducting probe in light
of the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict in a case related to the
money laundering of billions
through fake accounts case.

Army Chief’s extension a
wrong precedent: Qaiser

The former NA speaker says that the extension of the tenure of former army
chief was not only a decision of PTI but a joint decision of all political parties

A1 Furqan / VOA

ISLAMABAD: Former speaker of the National Assembly
and leader of Tehreek-e-Insaf Asad Qaiser says that exten-
sion in Army chief tenure is a wrong precedent adding that
parliament should revoke this legislation as institution is
important not the person. In an interview with VOA’s Ali
Furqan former speaker termed the decision of extension
given to former Army Chief General Qamar Bajwa a big
mistake but extension was a collective decision of all po-
litical parties. He says that he does not want to talk about
the circumstances under which this legislation was enact-
ed, but the tradition of military chief extension is wrong.

He said that the extension of the tenure of former army
chief General (retd) Qamar Javed Bajwa was not only a

decision of PTI but a joint decision of all political parties.
Discussing the current political situation Asad Qaiser says
that the decision to go back to the assemblies will be re-
visited as the speaker accepted the resignation of 34 PTI
lawmakers after their announcement to join the parliament.
He says PTI leadership will sit on Friday to decide whether
to rejoin the parliament or not but categorically says that
there is no discussion with the government at any level.

Asad Qaiser says that when his party announced the deci-
sion on the government’s invitation to return to the National
Assembly, the Speaker accepted the resignations of 34 PTI
members. They say that this proves that the Speaker Na-
tional Assembly’s offer to PTI to return to Parliament was
only a political statement and in fact the government does
not want PTI to return to the House. On the question wheth-
er President Arif Alvi will ask Prime Minister to take a vote

of confidence, Asad Qaiser replied that there is an opinion
within the party that the President should ask Shehbaz Sha-
rif to take the vote of confidence, but he said that it is the
prerogative of President Alvi whether he does so or not. On
the question that PTI’s resignation decision from the Nation-
al Assembly Asad Qaiser says that it was a decision taken
in consultation with the party leadership and that time his
government was removed by an ‘external conspiracy’. He
says that they thought that after resigning from Parliament,
general elections would be held soon, but as PTI’s resigna-
tion was not accepted even after several months, the party
decided to return to Parliament. He said that decisions have
to be changed according to the situation and in the current
circumstance the leader of the opposition has an important
role in the formation of the caretaker government, therefore
it was decided to go back to the assembly and play a role.

LAHORE: Leader of the Opposition in Senate Dr. Shehzad Waseem
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calls on PTI Chairman Imran Khan. — DNA

Govt firm to revive IMF
programme: Ayesha Ghous

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Finance and Revenue,
Ayesha Ghaus Pasha here on Thursday highlighted that the
government wants to continue programme with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) in such a way that the common
man should not bear the burden of tough decisions to be
made as per the Fund’s condition. Speaking to the media
here after attending the Senate Standing Committee on Fi-
nance, Mrs. Pasha said that the government’s economic team
is having meetings with the Prime Minister to focus on its
program with the IMF. She said the Prime Minister was not
in favor of taking tax measures across the board that could
put an extra burden on the poor and common people.

To a question, she did not give any date when to start talks
with the IMF team but she said that the government was
firm to go with the program after having a detailed workout.
She said the government would try to convince the IMF
about the worst situation in Pakistan after the disastrous
floods last year. “The people are already suffering due to
the disastrous flooding and they are not in a position to
afford any further measures”. Earlier, briefing the Senate
Committee on Finance she informed that Pakistan is go-
ing through an extraordinary situation. A representative of
the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Association briefed the
committee that the pharmaceutical industry has a poten-
tial of $6 billion. He said that this industry imports 93% of

raw materials and the remaining 7 percent is also ordered
from India, however, the LCs are 100% closed.

He said that we have made advance payments but still the
LCs are not open adding that all the banks are saying that
they don't have dollars. Replying to a pharma representa-
tive, the State Minister said that you should not say such
things on such a platform, adding that Pakistan is going
through an extraordinary situation. Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Finance and Revenue met under the chairman-
ship of Senator Saleem Mandviwala. Mrs. Pasha requested
to understand that normal economic conditions cannot be
provided yet and that we have inherited the current account
deficit. She said that we have given instructions to the
banks to open necessary Letters of Credit (LC’s).

If LCs are not open, it does not mean that the country is go-
ing bankrupt, she added. LCs related to essential food items,
energy, pharmaceuticals exports, and agricultural products
will be opened, she added. The State Minister said that we
are trying our best to increase foreign exchange reserves
but it takes time. The Committee directed the State Bank to
immediately open LCs in the pharmaceutical industry. The
committee also consider the matter of Exemption of FED/
Sales Tax to Industrial Traders of Ex-FATA and instructed
the special secretary of finance to arrange a meeting with
the state minister of the chamber of representatives. - APP

EU parliament

head publishes
list of gifts

STRASBOURG: The speaker of the European Parliament,
Roberta Metsola, has disclosed the many gifts she has re-
ceived on behalf of the institution in the past year, as the
scandal-hit institution seeks to rebuild credibility. The Eu-
ropean Union assembly has been rocked by a graft scandal
that broke last month involving MEPs allegedly taking cash
bribes to defend the interests of Morocco and Qatar. Met-
sola has promised more transparency and accountability,
and this week vowed to impose new rules to tackle foreign
corruption. Among Metsola’s long list of gifts published on
the parliament’s website are a dried sausage, champagne,
a scarf, books, chocolates and a blue statuette of a sheep.
The gifts were registered in a public document published
on January 12, 2023. However, internal rules stipulate that
elected representatives must declare gifts by the end of the
month following the month in which they received them.

“There are no ‘undeclared gifts’. All gifts made to the in-
stitution have been declared internally and are kept by the
institution, not by the president,” parliament spokesman
Jaume Duch told AFP. “The unprecedented transparency
on publicly declaring the institutional gifts initiated by presi-
dent Metsola aims to improve the existing practice on these
institutional gifts.” Alberto Alemanno, EU law professor at
HEC Paris Business School, said on Twitter: “The EU Par-
liament President, being the sole enforcer of ethics rules
under the current system, must be exemplary in her con-
duct. “Yet another story showing a pattern of misconducts
making her culturally and politically unfit for the job of fixing
Qatargate,” he added. Nicholas Aiossa, of NGO Transpar-
ency International, welcomed Metsola’s and other elected
members’ moves to reveal gifts and travel but said they
“speak to a broken system”. “The issue is that there are
rarely sanctions given for not adhering to the rules,” he told
AFP. “We need ethical rules that are written down and not
based on tradition.” Individuals caught up in the corruption
scandal include Greek socialist MEP, Eva Kaili, who was
one of Metsola’s vice-presidents at the time of her arrest in
December. The measures Metsola announced on Monday
include restricting parliamentary access for former MEPs;
registering outside individuals who lobby, meet or speak at
the parliament; a public MEPS’ registry of gifts and travel
received; and punishment for breaches. - Agencies
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JENIN: Israeli troops killed two Palestinians Thursday in the
flashpoint West Bank city of Jenin, the Palestinian health minis-
try said, with the army saying they responded after being fired
upon. The ministry said Jawad Farid Bawaqna was killed by a
bullet to the chest, while Adham Mohammed Bassem Jabareen,
28, was hit in the upper abdomen by Israeli fire. “Counter-ter-
rorism activity in the Jenin (refugee) camp, armed Palestinian
gunmen fired heavily at the security forces, who responded
with live fire”, said the Israeli army said. The army said that
“explosive devices were also hurled at the forces”, and that
troops arrested a “wanted individual suspected of involvement
in terrorist activity”, seizing an M 16 assault rifle as well as mili-
tary equipment, explosive materials and ammunition. A soldier
was “lightly injured during the operation and evacuated to a
hospital for further medical treatment,” it added.

The Islamic Jihad militant group said Jabareen was a mem-

ber. Bawaqna was a sports teacher and youth leader in Jenin
refugee camp, the province’s deputy governor said. There
were conflicting reports on Bawaqna’s age, with the health
ministry saying he was 57, and the Palestinian official news
agency Wafa reporting he was 58. Farid Bawaqna, Jawad’s
son, said his father was shot dead while trying to move Jaba-
reen’s body. “My father called me from the top of the house,
and told me to ‘get down, there is a young man who was
martyred at the door of the house, come so we can drag
him,”” he told AFP. The deaths raise the number of Pales-
tinians killed in the occupied West Bank this month to 17,
including civilians and militants, according to an AFP tally.
The majority were killed by Israeli forces. A surge in vio-
lence in 2022 made it the deadliest year in the West Bank since
United Nations records began in 2005. At least 26 Israelis and
200 Palestinians were killed across Israel and the Palestinian
territories last year, according to AFP figures. The majority of
deaths were in the West Bank, although the toll also includes
49 Palestinians killed in a three-day conflict in Gaza.

Bilawal,
Belgian FM
discuss
bilateral
matters

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Thursday met
Foreign Minister of Bel-
gium Hadja Lahbib and dis-
cussed bilateral, regional
and global issues of mutual
interest. Bilawal appreciat-
ed the support extended
by the government of Bel-
gium for the flood-affected
people of Pakistan. Both
sides expressed the re-
solve to further strengthen
economic, trade, invest-
ment and cultural cooper-
ation. Bilawal Bhutto also
met Axel Van Trotsenburg,
Managing Director Oper-
ations of World Bank and
discussed its engagement
with Pakistan. - DNA

New polls possible in

N.Ireland if stalemate
continues: UK

DUBLIN: Fresh elections could be held in Northern Ireland if a deadline passes without
the resumption of power-sharing government in Belfast, a senior British minister indicat-
ed on Thursday. Northern Ireland Secretary Chris Heaton-Harris said he would "assess
carefully all options" if there is no change to the political stand-off sparked by a row over
post-Brexit trading rules. "The restoration of the devolved institutions in Northern Ire-
land is an absolute priority for my government," Heaton-Harris wrote in the Irish Times
before a British-Irish conference in Dublin. "If this stalemate continues, sadly, I will have
to do more," he added. Northern Ireland has been without a devolved government for
almost a year because of a walk-out by the pro-UK Democratic Unionist Party (DUP).
The DUP collapsed the power-sharing executive with pro-Irish nationalist party Sinn
Fein in February 2022 because of its opposition to the Northern Ireland Protocol. The
protocol, signed between London and Brussels as part of the UK's Brexit divorce from
the European Union, governs trade in the British province, and keeps Northern Ireland
in the European single market and customs union. The DUP wants the deal overhauled
or scrapped entirely, arguing it casts Northern Ireland adrift from the rest of the UK
and makes a united Ireland more likely. It had been due to share power with Sinn Fein,
who became the biggest party in the assembly after elections last May. - APP

Two cops
martyred in
terrorist attack

DNA

PESHAWAR: At least two police-
men were martyred and another

PPP 1nvites JI
for dialogue
once again

sustained injuries in a terrorist
attack on a police check-post in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Khyber
Agency Thursday. According
to the local police, terrorists
opened fire on the check-post
in Tekhta Beg and used explo-
sive material in the attack, after
which the police station caught
fire. The exchange of fire be-
tween the police force and terror-
ists still continues. Immediately
after the attack, the traffic on the
Pak-Afghan highway closed and
a heavy contingent of police was
dispatched to the check-post. The
police said that the injured officers
were being shifted to Hayatabad
Medical Complex, Peshawar.

DNA

KARACHI: Sindh Minister Saeed Ghani once again
invited Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) for a dialogue. “The
situation will worsen by fighting in the streets,”
he said while addressing a press conference in
Karachi. “You can protest but be peaceful. Move
according to the procedure where you have ob-
jection,” he added. “The JI'’s concerns regarding
six constituencies will be addressed,” he stated.
He advised the JI to sit and talk instead of giving
threats of violence. “The behavior of the JI is not
appropriate. Dialogue is the solution to all prob-
lems,” he pointed out. “Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) wants to spread chaos in the entire country.
The people of Karachi have rejected Imran Khan’s
narrative,” he maintained. He also said that the
results of the local bodies’ elections were not a
surprise for Pakistan People’s Party (PPP).
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