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COAS talks
to Centcom
chief

w1 1n terrorism

telephonic
b conversation
= &2 with Paki-

. stan’'s Army
= -~ Chief Gener
s al Asim Mu-
nir, the United States (US)
Central Command (Cent
com) Wednesday expressed
condolences over the loss
of lives in Peshawar attack.
Centcom Commander Gen-
eral Michael Kurilla held a
telephonic conversation with
Chief of Army Staff General
Asim Munir, said a tweet.
General Kurilla expressed his
condolences to the families of
the victims of the terrorist
attack in Peshawar. The Pa-
kistan-US military leadership
also discussed counter-terror-
ism and border issues.

Elahi’s
residence
raided

GuLzAR NosHI

GUJRAT: The police on
Wednesday
morning raid-
ed the resi-
dence of for-
mer Punjab
chief minister
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi’s in
Gujrat, home reported. A
heavy contingent of police
raided Kunjah House, the
residence of Pervaiz Elahi
in Gujrat. Taking to Twitter,
Pervaiz Elahi confirmed the
raid and said that his em-
ployees were “searched” and
“harassed” by the police. He
also announced legal action
against the caretaker govt for
carrying out illegal raid at his
Gujrat residence. Taking to
Twitter, Elahi’s son Moonis
said that a heavy contingent of
police raided their residence.

Justice Isa
questions
talks with
terrorists

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senior Judge
of Supreme
Court  (SC)
Justice Qazi
Faez Isa has
remarked
L why the talks
are being held with the terror-
ists. He gave these remarks
during the hearing of the
case here Wednesday. He
observed we will fear from the
terrorists for how long. It is
said give this thing, that thing
to the terrorists. Hold talks
with the terrorists. Where is
state during this, he observed.
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PM blames
PTI for surge

Calls into question Rs 417 bln security
funding for KP after fresh terror wave

SHusaat Hamza /| DNA

ISLAMABAD: Following the ghastly attack on
the Police Lines mosque in Peshawar, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif Wednesday launched
a scathing attack on Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), asking who brought terrorists back
into the country. PM Shehbaz, giving a poli-
cy statement while presiding over the federal
cabinet meeting, questioned the “misuse” of
funds provided to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government to develop its counter-terrorism
capabilities. The premier said that the gov-
ernment has been giving funds to KP under
the NFC awards since 2010 which makes
the total amount of Rs417 billion.

The premier questioned where the “big
amount” was used, saying that the PTI
has ruled in the province for 10 years. He
said that everyone in the country is asking
the same question. “Who brought them
back? How did Pakistan’s peace was dis-
rupted again and how did KP come under
attack, once again?” he told the cabinet.
“Who said that they [terrorists] are jihadists
and that they are friends of Pakistan? Who
said that they have surrendered and will

Continued on Page 06

Punjab police foil
terror attack

DNA

MIANWALI: The Punjab police on Tues-
day night foiled a major ‘terrorist at-
tack’ at a police station in the Isakkhel
district of Mianwali, media reported.
In a statement, District Police Officer
(DPO) Mianwali said that a group of
20 to 25 heavily armed insurgents at-
tacked the Makerwal police station in
Isakkhel district. However, the DPO
said, the terrorists were forced to flee
after an exchange of heavy gunfire. “A
few terrorists also were also injured
in the retaliatory firing by the police,”
the official said. Meanwhile, Inspector
General Police (IGP) Punjab Dr Us-
man Anwar constituted a four-member
committee to probe the terror attack.
The four-member team includes Addi-
tional IG Training, DIG IT and officials
from Special Branch and Operations.

Continued on Page 06
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LAHORE: Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan Neil Hawkins

called on Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Imran Khan. — DNA

Imran slams govt
for shifting blame

Says he isn’t in power anymore; will
not take words on Zardari back

BureAU REPORT

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan Wednesday slammed
the government for shifting blame over rising
terrorism and berating his party for its pol-
icy towards the outlawed Tehreek-e-Taliban
(TTP). The government has claimed it was
the PTI government’s policy to negotiate with
the TTP that eventually led to the outlawed
group’s strengthening in the country. “I am
not in power anymore. Had I been in the gov-
ernment, then I would have been answerable,”
the PTI chief hit out at the centre during his
address to the nation, while also claiming that
terrorism was under control during his tenure.

Continued on Page 06

Australian High
Commissioner
meets Imran Khan

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Australian High Commission-
er to Pakistan Neil Hawkins called on
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Im-
ran Khan on Wednesday. They had de-
tailed discussion on bilateral issues and
matters of mutual interest. Discussions
were also held on Australian projects in
Pakistan, especially projects related to

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Ham

ad Obaid Alzaabi the Ambassad

or of UAE in Islamabad, meets Ishaq Dar,

Minister of Finance & Revenues, and discusses matters of common interest and ways
to enhance bilateral cooperation between the two countries. — DNA

FBI search Biden’s
home 1n Delaware

The investigation relates to a wider
probe into classified documents

Dar briefs envoy
about government
economic plans

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Hamad Obaid Ibra-
him Salim Al-Zaabi during a
call on meeting with Feder-
al Minister for Finance and
Revenue here Wednesday,
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, said
his country was keenly in-
terested to augment its in-
vestment in new sectors of
Pakistan economy.

He said UAE was fully
cognizant of the develop-
ment-oriented economic
policies of the country being
undertaken by the present
government. On the occa-
sion, Dar stated that Paki-
stan and UAE were engaging
in various areas including
energy, refinery, petroleum
and trade, however, still a lot
of potential is unexplored.

Continued on Page 06

Ch. Fawad
released
from jail
StAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan

" Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)
senior lead-
er Fawad
Chaudhry
was released
from prison on Wednesday
evening after an additional
sessions court granted bail
to him in a sedition case.
The bail was granted against
a surety bond of Rs20,000.
“I said in court as well. I
stand by all that I said, and
I will not back down,” the
PTI leader said upon his
release, surrounded by PTI
workers gathered outside

Continued on Page 06

NEws DESK

DELAWARE: The FBI is searching President
Joe Biden’s home in Rehoboth, Delaware as
part of an investigation into classified docu-
ments, his lawyer says. In a statement, Mr
Biden’s attorney said the search was “planned”
with the president’s “full support”. Media
has reported that the investigation relates to
a wider probe into the handling of classified
documents. The FBI has not commented on
the search. As it was consensual, no search
warrant was sought. Mr Biden’s lawyer, .~
Bob Bauer, said the search was car-
ried out “without advance public
notice” in the interests of “oper-
ational security and integrity”.

The search is the latest in a se-|

ries carried out at various loca- |
tions, following the discovery of
classified documents at the Penn t
Biden Center - an office space - in :
Washington DC in November. This

was not made public at the time. Ad-
ditional documents were discovered |
at another of Mr Biden’s homes in
Wilmington, Delaware, in subse-
quent searches conducted
in December and January.
The precise number of

classified records recovered remains unclear
- although at least a dozen were discovered dur-
ing the January searches alone.

Mr Biden has said his team did “what they
should have done” by alerting officials immedi-
ately, and that they are “co-operating fully and
completely” with the investigation. Following
the first of January’s searches, Mr Biden told
reporters the files were in a locked garage. “It’s
not like they are sitting in the street,” he said.
The announcement of the search comes one
day after special counsel Robert Hur officially
began his duties overseeing the probe into the
documents. After the initial batch of docu-
ments was discovered in November, at-
torneys for Mr Biden immediately no-
\tified the office of the White House
counsel on 2 November. The files
. were handed over to the National
5 Archives the following day. Justice
department officials were also im-
mediately notified about the subse-
quent discoveries. Richard Sauber,
special counsel to the president, de-
scribed the documents discovered in
November as “a small number”. Pres-
ident Donald Trump and former Vice
President Mike Pence have also
been embroiled in controver-
sy over the handling of

" classified documents.

US backs Pakistan’s
anti- terrorism efforts

The United States stands with
Pakistan in condemning all forms
of violence, says Antony Blinken

NEews DEsk

WASHINGTON: The United States on
Wednesday again extendedsupport to Paki-
stan’s efforts to combat terrorism “in all its
forms andmanifestations” after the suicide
blast in Peshawar claimed over a 100lives.

This was stated by US Secretary of
State Antony J. Blinken in astatement on
Wednesday. “The United States strongly
condemns the January 30 bombing at a

mosquein Peshawar’s Police Lines dis-
trict,” the statement said. “We extend
our deepest condolences to the families
of the many who losttheir lives as a re-
sult of this senseless act of terrorism,”he
added. He noted that since the attack tar-
geted police officers, “it only compounds
the tragedy” because they had dedicated
their careers to protecting and serving
their fellow citizens. “The United States
stands with Pakistan in condemning all
forms of violence against civilians.”

‘Cahal of 9’ responsihle for country’s woes: Maryam

Says PML-N to steer country out of all PTT inflicted crises

CENTRELINE REPORT

BAHAWALPUR: PML-N Senior
Vice-President Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday held a “cabal of five” respon-
sible for the country’s current predica-
ment as she kickstarted a reorganisation
tour to shape her party’s narrative, days
after her return to the country following
a nearly four-month sojourn in London.
Among the “cabal”, she said, were PTI
Chairman Imran Khan, former chief jus-
tices of Pakistan Saqib Nisar and Asif
Saeed Khosa. She did not name the oth-
er two, simply referring to them as the
two “crutches” of Imran. But it is evi-
dent that she was referring to the former
COAS Gen ® Qamar Bajwa and former
ISI Chief Lt. Gen ® Faiz Hameed.

The senior PML N leader Shahid Kh-
agan Abbasi while speaking in a TV
show on Wednesday stated that Maryam
was right when she named these five
people. Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) chief organiser and senior vice

J(J—'

president Maryam Nawaz has said the
“gang of five” has reached its logical end
and her party will steer the country out
of problems. Maryam, while mentioning
zero load shedding during her father and

miliate others.

'Minus-Imran' only through
vote power: Rana Sanaullah

BAHAWALPUR: Federal Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah said on
Wednesday that through vote power Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman Imran Khan would be knocked out of the political arena
in next general elections. Addressing a workers’ convention in Ba-
hawalpur, Rana taking a dig at the deposed premier said that Imran
Khan made people fool through his popularity mantra, adding that in
recent long march calls, the whole nation witnessed the humiliation
he faced in Islamabad. He added that the country would face more
disasters if the PTI chief remains in politics. “We will knock Imran
out of the political arena through vote power,” added the minister.
Blaming Imran Khan for “political victimisation” against PML-N,
Sana said that in PTI’s tenure, the party’s top guns were in jail bea-
cuse they came into power just to take political revenge and to hu-
“In worst times, Maryam Nawaz took responsibility
and kept the party united against Imrani goons,” said Rana. Rana
Sanaullah while urging the masses to have faith in PML-N leadership
amid soaring inflation and fuel crisis said that the country is in its
worst crisis due to the previous government but under the leadership
of Nawaz Sharif, PML-N would leave no stone unturned to pull the
country out of the quagmire as he did in 2013 to 2018. — DNA

former prime minister Nawaz Sharif’s
tenure, stressed that the PML-N was
making Pakistan stand on its feet again.
She said the sugar was sold at Rs50 per
kg during the PML-N supremo’s tenure.
Turning her guns towards PTI chairman
and former prime minister Imran Khan,
the PML-N chief organiser said the incum-
bent government was bound to increase
the price of petrol due to Imran Khan’s
agreement with the IMF. She claimed that
the PML-N government had saved Paki-
stan from the brink of devastation. “It was
easy for us to go to the polls, but instead
we chose the difficult path to bring the
country back on track,” she added.

“Those who think the PML-N is afraid of
going into elections should know that we
are in the field. I promise you that we will
not only contest the next elections but will
secure sweeping victory,” Maryam said.
Maryam urged party workers to become
a voice of PM Shehbaz and Nawaz Sharif
on social media. Nawaz Sharif crushed
terrorists with operation Zarb-e-Azb but
the terrorism had once again resurfaced.
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Wikipedia services
degraded over
unlawful content

Turkish officials at the time had said that the ban was needed
as Wikipedia had failed to remove content accusing its
government of assisting terrorist groups

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) on Wednesday
“degraded” the services of the expan-
sive online encyclopedia, Wikipedia, in
the country claiming that the censor-
ship was on “account of not blocking/
removing sacrilegious contents”, and
warned of blocking the site if it fails
to comply with the directions.

In a statement, the telecommuni-
cation authority said that it had ap-
proached and urged Wikipedia to
block or remove “sacrilegious” con-
tents by issuing a notice under ap-
plicable law and court order(s). “An
opportunity of hearing was also pro-
vided,” the statement added, “howev-
er, the platform neither complied by
removing the blasphemous content
nor appeared before the Authority.”
As a result of the “intentional failure”
on part of the platform to comply with
PTA directions or to appear before it,
its services were “degraded” through-

out the country for 48 hours.

Moreover, directions to block/remove
the reported contents had also been
given. The statement further stated
that in the case of non-compliance
by Wikipedia to remove the objec-
tionable content, the platform will be
blocked within Pakistan for a longer
time. “Restoration of the services
of Wikipedia will be reconsidered
subject to blocking/removal of the
reported unlawful contents. PTA is
committed to ensuring a safe online
experience for all Pakistani citizens
according to local laws,” the state-
ment asserted. Taking to Twitter, the
PTA wrote: “Press Release: PTA has
degraded Wikipedia services in the
country on account of not blocking/
removing sacrilegious contents.” It
must be noted that this is not the first
time that the encyclopedia has been
blocked in the country or in other
countries. The PTA had earlier is-
sued notices to tech giant Google and
the online encyclopedia Wikipedia
for disseminating “sacrilegious con-

tent” through the platforms in 2020.
In a press release, the regulator said
that it was acting against Google af-
ter receiving “complaints regarding
misleading search results associated
with ‘Present Khalifa of Islam’ and
unauthentic version of Holy Quran
uploaded on Google Play Store”. The
PTA also said that it had received com-
plaints against Wikipedia for “hosting
of caricatures of Holy Prophet (PBUH)
and dissemination of misleading, wrong,
deceptive and deceitful information
through articles portraying Mirza Mas-
roor Ahmad as a Muslim”. The PTA said
that they have served Wikipedia with a no-
tice after “extensive communication” to
remove the “sacrilegious content to avoid
any legal action”. Before that, in 2017,
Turkey had banned the platform citing a
law allowing it to ban access to websites
deemed obscene or a threat to national
security. Turkish officials at the time had
said that the ban was needed as Wikipe-
dia had failed to remove content accusing
its government of assisting terrorist
groups. The ban was lifted in 2020.

Police
nabbed 10
criminals
QAaz1 SHoaiB KHAN

ATTOCK: Attock police
nabbed 10 criminals involved
in different cases include
gambling, theft, court ab-

Economy should be
recognized as fifth
pillar of state: FCCI

sconders, kite suppling at the
outskirts areas of police sta-
tions Injra, Hazro, and Attock
Khurd here on Wednesday.
Police said that Hazro police
arrested a thief named as Ab-
dul Khaliq son of Abbul Wahid
of Akora Khattak along with
recovery of booty amount of
Rs.28 lacs taken away from
the house of complainant Esa
Khan of Qutba Kamra Cantt.
Meanwhile, Injra police in-
tercepted six gamblers iden-
tified as Mohammad Tayyab,
Mohammad Aziz, Ameer
Khan, Abdul Rehman, Mo-
hammad Aqil, Mohammad
Arshad along with stake mon-
ey of Rs.692000 as well as
two court absconders known
as Fakhar Uddin son of Ma-
basar din and Anees son of
Khyal Mehra from Mukhad
road colony. Such as, Attock
Khurd police arrested a kite
supplier Mohammad Safdar
son of Umer din of Madrota
on the charge of possessing
282 kites, chemical wire 16,
electric firki 06, old bunddle
of newspapers 03 carrying in
raksha.

Swabi Police
kill two
master-mind

terrorists

PESHAWAR: In an intel
ligence-based operation
against terrorists, Swabi
Police have killed two mas-
ter-mind terrorists and arrest-
ed another one beside two
suspects, said a press release
issued on Wednesday. On a
tip regarding the presence of
terrorists, Swabi Police along
with intelligence agencies
carried out a joint operation
at Hund. During the opera-
tion, two terrorists identified
as Izharullah alias Shiraz son
of Attaullah resident of Aso-
ta Sharif and his accomplice
Zeenat alias Saqib, resident
of Bajaur were killed while
another terrorist was arrest-
ed along with two other sus-
pects. Terrorist Izharullah
alias Shiraz was wanted by
both Swabi Police and Coun-
terTerrorism  Department
(CTD) in connection with ter-
rorism related cases.—APP

FAISALABAD: In a globally
changing scenario, the econ-
omy had gained importance
and now it should be recog-
nized as the fifth pillar of state
to drag out the country from
economic upheavals, said Dr.
Khurram Tariq, President
Faisalabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (FCCI).
Addressing a delegation of
under training officers of the
32nd Senior Management
Course (SMC) at National In-
stitute of Management (NIM)
Peshawar, he introduced Fais-
alabad and FCCI in addition
to responding to the multi-
farious questions from the
participants and said that pre-
dominantly Faisalabad had
an agro industrial base which
made tremendous progress
during the first century of its
inception. He said that basic
responsibility of the FCCI was
to project and get resolved
the problems confronted by
its members through proac-
tive business advocacy. He
particularly highlighted the
philanthropic aspect of Fais-
alabad and said he was in Kot

Addu last Saturday where
FCCI intends to build one
hundred houses for flood
affectees in the first phase of
its massive rescue plan. He
also mentioned that series of
relief activities and said; “We
worked systematically and
provided ration and woollies
to the displaced persons and
now we are going to construct
500 houses out of which first
hundred would be provided to
the flood victims of Kot Addu.”
He said that FCCI has an am-
bitious plan to develop a new
civilian airport which could be
used as a multi-transport mod-
el for the entire country. He
said that secondary runway of
the existing Faisalabad Inter-
national Airport was nearing
completion which would be
inaugurated by the end of this
month. The FCCI President
said that wide bodied planes
could land on the runway
which would further attract
international airlines to start
their flights from this emerg-
ing hub of industry, business
and trade. He also aspired to
develop Faisalabad into a cen-

tre of Information Technology
(IT) for which efforts had al-
ready been initiated to provide
an ecosystem. Responding to
a question, Dr Khurram Tariq
said that generally four pillars
had been identified but now
the economy had emerged as
the most powerful pillar of any
state which provides financial
support to the remaining four
pillars. Commenting on the
current economic scenario,
he said that political un-
certainty and inconsistent
policies had played havoc
with the economy which
was in dire straits. He said
that business leaders from
all over the country had
decided to raise their voice
for the formal recognition
of the importance of this
fifth pillar with its practi-
cal involvement in policy-
making at the highest level.
Responding to yet another
question, the FCCI Pres-
ident said that Pakistan’s
share in world textile trade
was only one percent as we
failed to switch over to the in-
novations. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: Canadian High Commissioner, Leslie Scanlona called on the Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq at Economic Affairs Division.—DNA

Utility
Stores
announce
increase
in prices

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In order to
improve demand and sup-
ply and ensure uninterrupt-
ed supply of branded items,
prices of certain branded
items have been increased
at all utility stores across
the country. However, this
increase is from branded
companies, which is due
to factors like market vol-
atility/rising  trend.Utility
Stores Corporation does
not manufacture or pro-
duce itself but purchases
from reputed and certified
branded companies of the
country.

When raw material pric-
es increase, production
charges increase and
transportation charges
increase, the product
cost also increases due
to which the prices have
to be revised. So that de-
mand and supply improve
and availability of these
products is possible.

It should be noted that the
prices of these items were
kept stable for the last seven
to eight months. A spokes-
man for Utility Stores Cor-
poration has added. That
subsidy is still being given
on certain items under the
Prime Minister’s relief pack-
age at all utility stores across
the country. These items
include flour, sugar, ghee,
pulses and rice Despite
the increase, Utility Stores
Corporations are active in
ensuring the public supply of
quality goods at affordable
prices compared to the
general market.

LAHORE: February 01 - Visitors taking keen interest in painting during the exhibition by Association

of Pungab National Exhibition at Alhambra.— APP

Islamic
financial system
provide better
services

LAHORE: Islamic financial system has
potential to provide better banking and
financial services than the conventional
system, provided it capitalizes on its own
inherent strengths and avoids following
the conventional system. Pakistan China
Joint Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PCJCCI) President Moazzam Ghurki ex-
pressed these views during a think tank
session held at PCJCCI Secretariat on
Wednesday. He added that business and
commercial activities should be coherent
with the Shariah Corridor and Islamic fi-
nancial laws. Growth of Islamic banking
in the country had been over 30 percent
in the last few years, which was certainly
above the average global growth rate of
Islamic banking and finance. If this trend
continues, then one should expect that
in the next three years Islamic banking

assets would at least double from its cur-
rent size of Rs 926 billion, he maintained.
Referring to the Global Islamic Finance Re-
port, Moazzam Ghurki said that Pakistan
ranked number nine in the world in terms
of development of Islamic financial servic-
es industry in the country. He mentioned
that the country was second largest Islamic
market (population wise) after Indonesia,
and could become the most important
player in Islamic banking and finance, if it
attained 20 percent market share. PCJCCI
Vice President Hamza Khalid said, “Time
has come where we should look ahead
and concentrate on developing innovative
products which are more towards perfec-
tion and purity rather than only towards
permissibility by Shariah.” He stressed the
need for strong role of Shariah Advisors in
making the Islamic banking more Shairah
compliant. Moazzam Ghurki added that at
present, there were more than 600 Islamic
banking branches throughout Pakistan and
19 Islamic banking institutions were offer-
ing Islamic commercial banking services.
According to a report, he said, Pakistan
comes after Iran, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Indonesia and Sudan. - APP

JI announces
protest march
against inflation

ISLAMABAD: The Jamaat-e-Islami would hold three-day protest
march against inflation from Febr ary 10, announced the JI sec-
retary general Amirul Azeem, saying the party has set to resist
the government moves to impose the IMF conditions on poor
masses. The JI Emir Sirajul Haq, he told the press conference
at Mansoorah on Wednesday, will lead the march from Lahore to
Islamabad. Azeem demanded general elections instead of polls
in two provinces, saying the government lost credibility to rule.
The PDM and the PPP's unity government, he said, was brought
to power and if it continued, only elite would survive.

He also demanded release of the "Gwardar Rights Movement"
leader Maulana Hidayatur Rahman and his colleagues. He said
the march agenda included the protection of the rights of the
people of Balochistan. He said the ECP and the provincial
governments must complete the local government institution,
allowing representatives of the people to exercise their legal
powers. Azeem said the judiciary failed to protect the rights of
the weak in the country. He said the people in the government
were getting clean chits against their past crimes . - DNA

Canadian High Commissioner
calls on Minister EAD

ISLAMABAD: Ms Leslie
Scanlona, Canadian High
Commissioner called on
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq Feder-
al Minister for Economic
Affairs at the Ministry of
Economic Affairs today.
Secretary EAD and other
senior officers from Eco-
nomic Affairs Division at-
tended the meeting.
Minister for Economic
Affairs warmly greeted
the Canadian High Com-
missioner and highlighted
long-standing bilateral ties
between Pakistan and Can-
ada.

The Federal Minister ap-
prised that Canada hosts
a diversified Pakistani
community which is com-
mendably encouraging for

both countries. The Fed-
eral Minister for Econom-
ic Affairs appreciated the
assistance of the Canadian
government and thanked
the Canadian High Com-
missioner for standing
with Pakistan in this hour
of need.

It was shared that Canada
has always been a source
of support for Pakistan.
While discussing the over-
all volume of trade be-
tween both countries, the
Federal Minister shared
that a lot of potential re-
mains to be explored for
further enhancing and
deepening the ties.
Canadian High Commis-
sioner Ms Leslie Scanlona
shared that Canada has un-

dertaken a number of bilat-
eral as well as multilateral
projects in Pakistan. It was
further apprised that Can-
ada is looking for elevating
the trade and economic
relation in various sectors
in Pakistan for reaping the
fuller potential of trade exist-
ing between both countries.
The higher officials from
both sides were on the same
page for bolstering futur-
istic collaborations for the
good of economies, cultural
exchange and mutual assis-
tance to achieve a significant
comparative advantage.
In conclusion, both sides
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to remain engaged
to further boost bilateral
relations.—Online

Govt taking all steps
for improvement of
administrative matters

FaisarL Munir/ DNA

ATTOCK: Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division Liaquat
Ali Chatta said on Wednes-
day here that The Punjab
government was taking all
possible steps for the im-
provement of administrative
matters. He directed the
authorities concerned to
speed up the construction
work on development pro-
jects in district Attock.

He presided over a meeting
which was attended by of-
ficers of all the departments
of the district. Deputy Com-
missioner Attock Dr Hassan
Wagqgar Cheema, Additional
Deputy Commissioner Rev-
enue Aitzaz Aslam Martha,
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner General Zulfiqar

Ahmed, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Finance
and Planning Waqgar Akbar
Cheema and officials of ed-
ucation, health, revenue, lo-
cal administration, agricul-
ture, roads, public health,
buildings, forest, and mines
department were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Mr. Hassan Waqar Chee-
ma Deputy Commissioner
Attock gave a briefing to
the Commissioner and in-
formed about the histori-
cal, geographical, tourism,
mining and agricultural
importance of Attock dis-
trict. The Commissioner
was informed that 118 on-
going schemes including
26 of Highway department,
22 of Building department,
seven Public Health, three
Small Dams and two of

sports department would
be completed at a cost of
Rs 26376.82 million in the
district under annual devel-
opment program.

Dr. Hassan Wagar DC told
that Attock district was at
number one position in price
checking activities and the
administration was also tak-
ing strict action in accord-
ance with the law against
wheat and flour smugglers.
The Commissioner was
briefed about dengue, coro-
na, polio and other important
issues. The Commissioner
Rwp Division during the visit
also inspected the construc-
tion work of Haji Shah Road
and directed the authorities
to accelerate pace of con-
struction work and complete
development projects within
shortest possible time frame.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

FEBRUARY

Feb 04 / Sri Lanka
National Day

Feb 06 / New Zealand
National Day

Feb 06 / Uganda
Defece Forces Day

Feb 11 / DPR Korea
National Day

Feb 16 / Lithuania
National Day

Feb 18 / Gambia
National Day

Feb 19 / Nepal
National
Democracy Day

Feb 23 / Brunei
National Day

Feb 23 / Guyana
National Day

Feb 23 / Russian
Federation
National Army Day

Feb 23 / Tajikistan
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25 / Kuwait
National Day

Feb 27 / Dominican
Republic
Independence Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
[
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

(07 W 9281092
T & [
‘; & o
EEmgae et
"‘ﬁ el it P
Hospitals
(6371 5611111
Y05 IR 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
)5 (AT 5556311-4
RGH...oovvevev. 9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS....ovevr 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 921830009

Shifa International.4603666

,ﬁ: "?“
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Departments
CDA...cocvveerenne 9221334-43
CDA....cocvvereane 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Accessible kitchen and mess
for persons with disabilities

Federal Minister for Human Rights Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada performs inauguration

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Directorate Gen-
eral of Special Education, Islam-
abad organized the opening cer-
emony of Accessible Kitchen and
Mess for persons with disabilities
(PWDs). Federal Minister for Hu-
man Rights Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada was the chief guest on the
occasion. An accessible kitchen
and mess, the first of its kind in
Pakistan, has been prepared at
the National Institute of Special
Education for special people,
which was inaugurated by Federal
Minister for Human Rights.

On this occasion, he said that to-
day is a great day for me that I am
present among you people at the
opening ceremony of Accessible
Kitchen/ Mess. Special people are
the valuable asset of this country.
And it is a fact that if they are pro-
vided with opportunities for edu-
cation and training, these people
are no less than anyone. Today is a
good step in that direction, where
special people will be able to live
their lives in a better way by learn-
ing the skill of cooking without
difficulty. He added that it is a
matter of pride for us that today
from education to the sports
field special people have made a
name for themselves.

Of course, this is a great success
of our special education institu-
tions. I am happy that our trained
special people are performing
their services with great dignity

and responsibility in different
fields of Pakistan. We understand
the importance and problems of
special people very well and al-
ways try to solve it.

The government of Pakistan will
make more use of the country’s
resources for the education, train-
ing and employment of PWDs to
make their lives easier. I am very
happy to come here, when I see

visually impaired and wheelchair
bound girls cooking in the kitch-
en with smiling faces like normal
people. Happily, the whole of Pa-
kistan is represented among the
participants who came to learn.
On this occasion, Sheikh Azhar
Sajjad, Director General (Special
Education) said in his welcome
speech that the special education
centres under the Directorate

General of Special Education are
providing education, training and
rehabilitation to the Persons with
disabilities.

The high quality digital assistive
devices are also available for the
study and teaching of Visually Im-
paired Persons. The state of the
art orthopedic workshop is also
there to prepare artificial limbs
and assistive devices for Physically

Challenged Persons. Degree level
classes have also been started for
the Hearing Impaired Persons.

The Director General also re-
quested that the Accessible
Kitchen and Mess like unique
facility, the first one in Pakistan,
should also be replicated and es-
tablished at Provincial Capitals
in first phase. Special persons,
their parents, teachers, doctors,

therapists and even other mem-
bers of the civil society are also
trained in such a way that they
can be beneficial in the rehabili-
tation of special persons.

He further added that the Direc-
torate General of Special Educa-
tion intends to initiate such other
projects for the education, train-
ing and welfare of the persons
with disabilities in future.

PNCA to hold Kashmir
cultural festival from Feb 3

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts
(PNCA) in collaboration
with the Ministry of Kash-
mir Affairs and Gilgit-Bal-
tistan will mark Kashmir
Solidarity Day through a
three-day cultural festival
here from February 3-5.

The event will include
speeches, tableaus, Mili
Naghmay, puppet show,

painting and photography
exhibition, stage play, folk
performances, music and
songs of solidarity to high-
light Kashmir issue through
soft expressions of art and
crafts and engage the youth

in healthy activities to
promote Kashmiri cultur-
al heritage and highlight
problems faced by Kash-
miris, said Director Gen-
eral PNCA, Ayub Jamali
while talking to APP.

The activities have been ar-
ranged to express solidarity
with the Kashmiri people
struggling for their right of
self-determination in the
Indian Occupied Kashmir
through purely a cultural
perspective. The program
will focus on serving the
fun lovers as informative en-
tertainment through high-
lighting cultural heritage

and traditions of the coun-
try and also pay tribute to
the heroes of the freedom
movement in sub-continent
and Kashmir and the strug-
gle of freedom fighters.
These programs are a reg-
ular feature of PNCA to
celebrate the national days
by presenting a variety of
cultural and entertainment
activities to promote the
tangible and intangible cul-
tural heritage of Pakistan.
The programs aim to pay
tribute to the Kashmiri
freedom fighters and mar-
tyrs and show solidarity
with the Kashmiri broth-

ers against Indian occupa-
tion and brutality.
Different segments of the
festival will focus on the
atrocities by the Indian
army in occupied Kash-
mir as artistes will present
Kashmiri folk and tradition-
al music and songs to show
solidarity with Kashmiris
fighting for their due right
of self-determination calling
the international communi-
ty to play their role in solv-
ing the issue through Unit-
ed Nations resolutions and
stop Indians from violation
of human rights in Kashmir,
he said. - APP

1,678 fine
tickets 1ssued
over violation

of one-way

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Traffic Police fined a total
of 1,678 fine motorists over
violation of one-way during
the last month, police said.

Following the special direc-
tion of Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad Dr
Akbar Nasir Khan, special
squads had been constitut-
ed to curb traffic violations,
said a police spokesman. He
said that these squads were
deployed exclusively on all
major highways of Islamabad
including Expressway, Srina-
gar Highway, Margalla Road,
IJP Road, Murree Road, 7th
Avenue and 9th Avenue.

He said that Zonal DSPs
were supervising the over-
all efforts for ensuring
traffic discipline in the
city and special awareness
campaigns had also been
launched on the risks of
one-way and other traffic
violations. - APP

‘Imran Khan's
corruption degraded

Pakistan's ranking

Senator Rehman said, During his four-
year rule, corruption did not decrease
but continued to increase. Before the
PTT govt, Pakistan was ranked 117th

in the Corruption Perception Index

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry
Rehman on Wednesday said Transparency International's Cor-
ruption Perception Index Report 2022 was the last nail in the
coffin of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf's narrative as it revealed the
country's degrading ranking in overall corruption index during
Imran Khan's tenure. In a flurry of tweets, the minister slammed
the PTI leadership and said Imran Khan and PTI's narrative re-
garding corruption was limited to speeches and publicity only.
Senator Rehman said, "During his four-year rule, corruption did
not decrease but continued to increase. Before the PTI govern-
ment, Pakistan was ranked 117th in the Corruption Perception
Index. During Imran Khan's rule, Pakistan rose to 120th in 2019,
124th in 2020 and 140th in 2021." The minister alleged that
Pakistan had reached the 140th position in the ranking due to
worst tenure of PTI, adding, "Clean and transparent corruption
remained rampant in his tenure." Senator Rehman said because
of his (Imran Khan) corruption, Pakistan went up 23 places in
the corruption index overall. "He created false cases against his
opponents while he himself was involved in mega corruption
scandals," Sherry added. She said, "Now Imran Khan claims that
no corruption scandal has surfaced during his tenure." - APP

ICCI delegation
to visit Ethiopia

ISLAMABAD: Faad Waheed,
Acting President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry said that Africa
is an untapped market for
Pakistan and close cooper-
ation with Ethiopia would
help us in capitalizing on
the potential business and
investment  opportunities
in the huge market of the
African continent. He said
that the current volume of
around US$ 25 million bilat-
eral trade between Pakistan
and Ethiopia is negligible as
compared to the actual po-
tential of both countries and
stressed that both countries
should encourage regular ex-
change of trade delegations

to explore new areas of trade
cooperation. He said this
while talking to H.E. Jemal
Beker Abdula, Ambassador
of Ethiopia during his visit
to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

Faad Waheed said that the
start of direct flights from
Ethiopia to Pakistan is a
welcome development as
it would help improve peo-
ple-to-people and trade ties
between the two countries.
He said that Pakistan is pro-
ducing many quality prod-
ucts including medicines,
surgical instruments, leather
goods, sports products, rice,
light engineering goods, IT
products and others that can

find a good market in Ethi-
opia. He assured that ICCI
would try to become part of
Pakistan’s delegation being
formed for Ethiopia.
Speaking on the occasion,
H.E. Jemal Beker Abdula,
Ambassador of Ethiopia
said that the Prime Minis-
ter of Ethiopia has a strong
passion to promote trade
ties with Pakistan and in
line with this objective, a
business delegation of Pa-
kistan is planned to visit
Ethiopia from March 6-10,
2023. He invited the mem-
bers of ICCI to join the said
delegation in order to tap
the Ethiopian market for
trade and exports. - APP

PTCL
launches

OTT
Platform

DNA

ISLAMABAD: February 1,
2023: Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Company Limited
(PTCL), a subsidiary of e&,
(formerly known as Etisalat
Group) has launched its
new OverTheTop (OTT)
platform, SHOQ, to provide
a superior and immersive
viewing experience to all
data wusers in Pakistan.
SHOQ hosts a rich repos-
itory of selected content
that is accessible to all, in
line with PTCL's vision of
empowering digital trans-
formationfor all.

The new platform was
launched at a special event
in Karachi, which was at-
tended by President and
Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone,
Hatem Bamatraf, CEO,
e&life, Khalifa Al Shamsi,
CEO evision, Olivier Bram-
ly; CEO and Co-founder,
STARZPLAY,Maaz Sheikh,
senior PTCL & Ufone of-
ficials, industry leaders,
showbiz celebrities, media
representatives, and promi-
nent personalities from dif-
ferent backgrounds.

SHOQ is bridging the gap in
access to high quality con-
tent in Pakistan at afforda-
ble prices through its col-
laboration with evision, the
media and entertainment
division of e& life (part of
e&). The partnership will
provide PTCL and other
data customers with access
to media and entertainment
content,blockbuster movies
and seasons from major
Hollywood studios such as
Warner Bros, Paramount,
20th Century FOX, among
others. SHOQ will also host
one hundred most watched
local and international live
TV channels, Pakistani mov-
ies and originals to cater to
the entertainment needs of
the entire family.

Business community
hails Bilawal's
visit to Moscow

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Kyrgyzstan Trade House and
Coordinator to Federal Tax Ombudsman Meher Kashif
Younis on Wednesday said Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari’s visit to Moscow not only will help strength-
en the existing bilateral trade relations between the two
countries but also take them to the new heights. Talking
to a delegation of industrialists and traders led by Faran
Shahid, Meher said Bilawal Bhutto held delegation-level
fruitful talks with Foreign Minister of Russia Sergey Lav-
rov in Moscow on Monday that encompassed the entire
range of bilateral relations with a special focus on trade
and economic relations, energy cooperation as well as re-
gional and global issues of mutual interest.

He said ever increasing viable modern concept of regional
economic cooperation worldwide is replacing globalization,
adding that it’s a good omen in the context of multidimen-
sional cooperation between Pakistan and Russia as both
sides agreed to further enhance mutually beneficial coop-
eration in the areas of trade, energy, education, culture,
security and counterterrorism. He said Bilawal Bhutto’s
visit will provide an impetus to business sector to gear up
for taking advantage of fully exploring trade opportunities
in Russian markets, including the Central Asian States, es-
pecially Kyrgyzstan. Speaking on the occasion, Kyrgyzstan
Trade House President Dr Shahid Hassan said that frequent
exchange of delegations from public, private sectors and
government to government level will help build confidence
among importers and exporters of both countries. He said
it’s need of the hour that Pakistan should also fully focus on
improving regional connectivity to boost trade among mem-
bers countries to offset the hovering impending threats of
food insecurity and arrest the increasing inflation. - APP

Security
forces

to quell
terrorism

ISLAMABAD: The business
community across the coun-
try on Wednesday expressed
solidarity with valiant secu-
rity forces to frustrate the
evil designs of anti-state el-
ements and stamp out the
menace of terrorism. Talk-
ing to a delegation of indus-
trialists and traders led by
Muslim Khan Buneri, Pres-
ident SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Ift-
ikhar Ali Malik said Pakistan
is facing gigantic and myriad
challenges including terror-
ism and the country is pass-
ing through a critical period
of history since its incep-
tion. He said that with the
proverbial resilience of our
people, we were destined
to overcome this challenge
and would soon emerge as a
stronger country.

He said the government, the
armed forces and the people
are on one page to defend
the geographical frontiers
and flush out terrorism from
the motherland. - APP

CDNS digitized National
Savings Certificates

ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate of
National Savings (CDNS) has digitized Na-
tional Savings Certificates (NSCs) for the
convenience of consumers and to modern-
ize the institutional process. The CDNS and
CDCP) have signed an agreement to start
a pilot project for digitization and demate-
rialize of NSCs, a senior official of CDNS
told media. The senior official said this will
increase investment in National Savings and
increase consumer confidence. He said that
this agreement between National Savings
and CDCP is a part of automation and dig-
itization of the institution. He said that the
Federal Finance Minister, Senator Muham-
mad Ishaq Dar has specially participated in

the signing ceremony and praised the pro-
cess. Replying a question, he said the CDNS
realized the target of Rs 765 billion in fresh
bonds during the current fiscal year 2022-
23 from July 1st to January 30th, 2023.

The CDNS has set a reviewed saving target
of Rs 1.3 trillion for the current financial year
(2022-23) which will "promote the savings cul-
ture in the country”, he said. In view of the
current market trend in the country, the am-
bitious target had been set to further improve
the savings culture, he said. Responding to
another question, he said the CDNS sur-
passed its annual target in the previous fis-
cal year and set a historic record of Rs 1,250
billion in savings till June 30, 2022. - APP
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Briefs

AIOU
announces
schedule of
face-to-face
workshops

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has announced the schedule
of face-to-face workshops on
the teaching practice of MA
Education and B.Ed./M.Ed.
programs offered in the au-
tumn semester of 2022.
These workshops will start
on February 8 and will be
held in the regional offices/
workshop centers of AIOU
from 1:30 p.m to 6:30 p.m
Director General Regional
Services, Dr. Malik Taugeer
Ahmed Khan said as per
the instructions of the Vice
Chancellor, AIOU, Dr. Nasir
Mehmood, all the regional
directors have been direct-
ed to provide all possible
facilities to the students in
the workshop centers.
AIOU has already sent let-
ters to the students to at-
tend the workshops.

The schedule of these
workshops is uploaded on
student LMS portals and is
also available online on the
university website (www.
aiou.edu.pk). Students are
advised to contact the near-
est Regional Campus for
further information and de-
tails.—APP

60b revenue

from Tobacco

Health Levy
can lessen

Pak woes

ISLAMABAD :The Society
for the Protection of the
Rights of Child (SPARC) has
stressed the importance of
the pending Tobacco Health
Levy Bill to ease Pakistan’s
current economic crisis,
said a press release issued
here on Wednesday.
According to details, Ma-
lik Imran Ahmed, Country
Head, Campaign for To-
bacco-Free Kids (CTFK)
mentioned that the destruc-
tion caused by the tobacco
induced  non-communica-
ble diseases to Pakistan’s
healthcare system was a
fact. “But now, the situ-
ation has escalated into
something far more difficult
with the decline of national
economy. Tobacco taxes in
the country are low, with
an average excise tax rate
of only around 45 percent
over time, cigarettes are be-
coming more affordable due
to stagnant tobacco taxes
that are not keeping pace
with inflation and econom-
ic growth. The government
needs to implement the
pending health levy bill on
tobacco”. Once implement-
ed, it can help generate
PKR 60 billion of revenue
and can relieve our national
economy from shrinking fur-
ther, he added.—APP

Authorities
directed to
accelerate

development

work

RAWALPINDI:Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division
Liaquat Ali Chatta said that
Punjab government was tak-
ing all possible steps for the
improvement of administra-
tive matters. He directed
the authorities concerned
to speed up the construc-
tion work on development
projects. The Commission-
er said this while reviewing
the working on the Rural
Center Mall Hasanabdal
during his visit to Attock
District on Wednesday. He
also presided over a meet-
ing which was attended by
officers of all the depart-
ments of the district.

The Deputy Commissioner
Attock gave a briefing to
the Commissioner and in-
formed about the historical,
geographical, tourism, min-
ing and agricultural impor-
tance of Attock district.

The Commissioner was in-
formed that 118 ongoing
schemes including 26 of
Highway department, 22
of Building department,
seven Public Health, three
Small Dams and two of
Sports department would
be completed at a cost of
Rs 26376.82 million in the
district under annual de-
velopment program. The
DC told that Attock dis-
trict was at number one
position in price checking
activities and the adminis-
tration was also taking strict
action in accordance with
the law against wheat and
flour smugglers. The Com-
missioner was briefed about
dengue, corona, polio and oth-
er important issues.—APP

ISLAMABAD: A view of Provincials historical places models displayed alongside a road at Bahria Enclave, in Federal Capital. — Online

President emphasises
Ulema’s role in social reform

The

resident said that Ulema should make concerted efforts to remove divisions

rom society, and should promote unity and solidarity within the country

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi on Wednesday called upon
the Ulema and Mashaikh of the
country to play their role in
bringing positive social change,
discouraging extremism, terror-
ism, and sectarianism.

The president, talking to a del-
egation of the Ulema Mashaikh
Yakjehti Council of Pakistan
(UMYC), that called on him at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, urged their role
for inculcating ethical and mor-

al values in society, promoting
the conservation of resources,
national solidarity, religious tol-
erance, and inter-faith harmony
and peace. He urged Ulema to
play their role to eliminate ex-
tremism, terrorism and sectar-
ianism by highlighting the true
teachings of Islam in the light of
the Quran, Sunnah and Ahadith
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). He
said the challenges of terrorism
and militancy in Pakistan re-
quired a comprehensive action
plan, coupled with concerted ef-
forts on the part of the Ulema in

scholars

ty in society.

the areas of counter-extremism
and counter-terrorism.

President Alvi said that it was
the responsibility of religious
to disseminate
true teachings of Islam among
the people, especially youth, to
bring in social reforms, and pro-
mote virtues, ethics, and morali-

He said that Pakistan could
achieve progress and its rightful
place in the comity of nations
through discipline, persistence,
moral righteousness, and pro-
moting social justice.

the

The president said that Ulema
should make concerted efforts
to remove divisions from socie-
ty, and should promote unity and
solidarity within the country.

He said that youth should be
educated on tolerance, forgive-
ness, and peace as these were
the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). The presi-
dent said that Islam emphasized
the conservation of resources
and avoiding wastage. The Ul-
ema should also help promote ur
moderate, responsible and sus-
tainable consumption of resourc-

es, especially fuel and energy,
through their Friday sermons in
the mosques.

The delegation was led by Chair-
man UMYC, Qari Hidayat Ullah
Mirani, and consisted of Muham-
mad Younas Qureshi, Molana
Gul Wali, Major Ehtasham Uddin
Kiyani, Prof Abdul Ghaffar Shah
Bukhari, Abdul Rahim Abbasi,
Noor Elahi, Fahad Magsood,
Hameed Ullah Khan, Sheikh
Mazhar Hussain, Sheikh Zia
Rehman, Alama Mufti
Mehmood Ahmed Tabasam,
and Jamal Khan.

HEC, Hult Prize to collaborate for
promotion of entrepreneurship

100 MW to Gwadar:
all works to be
completed in 15 days

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Higher
Education = Commission
(HEC), Pakistan and Hult
Prize Foundation, an
international entity em-
powering youth to solve
the world’s most press-
ing issues through social
entrepreneurship, have
expressed a desire to
jontly work for promotion
of entrepreneurship in
Pakistan.

In this connection, the
two sides held a virtual
meeting to discuss po-
tential of bilateral col-
laboration for strengthen
a startup culture in the
country.

They agreed to formally
sign a Letter of Intent
and extend support to
the Pakistani youth and
entrepreneurs. Chairman
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed

addressed the partici-
pants and shed light on
the HEC efforts and in-
itiatives to support aca-
demia-industry linkages
and finance the Pakistani
youth in their entrepre-
neurial endeavours. He
assured that HEC will
extend all-out support to
Hult Prize Foundation in
its intent to exploit the
potential of Pakistani
youth.

Director Research & In-
novation Division, HEC,
Noshaba Awais said that
Pakistan’s population
comprises over 60% of
youth and HEC is com-
mitted to utilising the
youth bulge in supporting
the country’s economy.
Promoting entrepreneur-
ship is the major step
forward towards utilising
the youth bulge, she af-
firmed.

She highlighted HEC

programmes, including
establishment of Offices
of Research, Innovation
and Commercialisation
(ORICs), establishment
of Business Incubation
Centres (BICs), and In-
novator Seed Fund (ISF),
meant to develop a start-
up ecosystem in Pakistan.
She said Pakistani higher
education institutions
have 38 BICs which have
so far incubated more
than 800 startups. “This
is the right time to pro-
mote collaboration with
Hult Prize,” she noted.

Sharing the objectives of
Hult Prize Foundation,
Senior Director of Pro-
grams at the Hult Prize
Mr. Hamdi Ben Elmi and
Director of Human Re-
source at the Hult Prize
Ms. Carla Osnaya said
that the Foundation has
been engaged in promot-
ing social entrepreneur-

ship and empowerment
of youth across a large
number of countries.
They said that Hult Prize
challenges young people
to solve the world’s most
pressing issues through
Social Entreprise and,
every year, one team re-
ceives $1M USD in fund-
ing to make their idea a
reality.

They underlined that the
Foundation has a great
impact in Pakistan as it
has been engaged with
over 100 universities,
more than 9000 student
entrepreneurs, 10,000+
student volunteers and
over 1000 experts. Mu-
hammad Osama from
Bfreeze, a  Pakistani
company which won Hult
Prize in 2020, expressed
his views about the role
of Hult Prize Foundation
in the success of his com-
pany’s products.

ISLAMABAD: More than 0.4 million people in Gwadar will
be relieved of appalling power woes as all electrification and
configuration work for receiving 100 MW Iranian electricity
to power up Gwadar will be completed in 15 days. Accord-
ing to a report published by Gwadar Pro on Wednesday,
the project cost approximately Rs. 500 million. Gwadar
City, Gwadar Port, Free Zones, and Gwadar District will
have access to electricity beginning March 1st. All electri-
fication works consist of the installation of a double circuit
132 KV transmission line from Kalatu (Pakistan city) near
Gabd-Remdan (Pak-Iran border) to Jiwani Grid Station,
erection of around 70 power polls, evacuation, foundation
concreting and backfilling foundations, earthling and civil
works. Quetta Electric Supply Company (QESCO), op-
erating as a power distribution company and dealing with
the power supply system, National Transmission Nation-
al Transmission and Dispatch Company (NTDC) have
collaborated to complete the project. According to a
QESCO official, infrastructure has been completed on
the Iranian side for many years. Infrastructure was
also ready from Jiwani to Gwadar, according to him.
“However, transmission line equipment from the Paki-
stan-Iran border area of Kalatu near Gabd-Remdan to
Jiwani was missing,” he added. It is expected that the
remaining procedures and formalities will be complet-
ed in 10 to 15 days, and the project will be inaugurated
on March 1st, ensuring a stable and low-cost 100 MW
power supply from Iran to Gwadar. —-DNA

GOMSTECH international conference Kicks off

The Coordinator General COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M. Igbal Choudhary extended
a very warm welcome to the participants and the experts

DNA
ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH Inter-
national Conference/Workshop on

“Science Communication and Commu-
nity Engagement” inaugurated at COM-
STECH on Wednesday. The chief guest
of the inaugural session was the honor-
able Mr. Justice Dr. Syed Muhammad
Anwer, Acting Chief Justice of Federal
Shariat Court of Pakistan. He said that
being a Muslim, to acquire knowledge
and to educate ourselves and our future
generations is our religious duty and to
fulfill this duty, Science Communication,
which is considered as the practice of
informing, educating and raising aware-
ness of science related topics in a com-
munity is not only the need of the time
but our religious duty too.

He said the holy Quran is not a book of
science but guides to live in harmony
with the nature. He said Quran teaches
us to explore through scientific research
the cosmological scientific principles and
realities about ourselves, the climate and
environment around us and the universe
in general. He said that the Quran invites
us to pursue scientific research in order
to explore the scientific principles of the
universe. He said that Allah has given us
a direction to think over the coordinated
working of the universe. He said that it
is our religious duty to relentlessly and
continuously pursue scientific knowl-

edge which ultimately results in finding
the scientific principles working therein.
He said that we Muslims generally are
not fulfilling the responsibility bestowed
upon us by Allah through Quran to ac-
quire, possess and promote scientific ed-
ucation in our communities. The Coordi-
nator General COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M.
Igbal Choudhary extended a very warm
welcome to the participants and the ex-
perts. He informed that speakers from 7
countries with long experience and no-
table contributions in communication of

science will address this conference.

He informed that over 460 participants
got registered to attend this confer-
ence with different backgrounds, from
science, media, policy makers, social
work, to arts and cultures, diplomacy
and environment. He mentioned that we
often perceive Science and Society as
two separate worlds, far away from each
other, but they are not. He said that in-
deed they are two sides of the same coin,
there is an organic relationship between
the two. Society benefits from scientific

discoveries and scientific values. Where-
as science needs social and political sup-
port. Without each other, none can flour-
ish or sustain. He suggested that during
the economic crises, strong public sup-
port for science is crucially important
for the survival of scientific enterprise.
Prof. Choudhary concluded that society
must shapes the path of science, rather
than science shaping societies. Society
should help determine how its resourc-
es are deployed to fund scientific work,
encouraging beneficial research, and dis-
couraging others. Science should serve
the interests and needs of the society.
Associate coordinator of the conference,
Prof. Dr. Syed Javaid Khurshid gave a
comprehensive introduction of the con-
ference. He said that the basic aim of
this conference is to develop a bridge
between scientists and journalists to de-
velop awareness in the general public. In
the first session of the conference, Mr.
Michael Wadleigh, Coordinator UNES-
CO and Oscar award winner film maker
gave lecture on “UNESCO open data to
stop global social economic collapse”,
Mr. Kamran Akhtar, Additional Secre-
tary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs talked
on the ‘role of science communication in
international diplomacy, and Dr. Maha-
lectchumy Arujanan, Director Malaysian
Biotechnology Information Center (MA-
BIC) gave lecture on ‘science commu-
nication as an approach to future global
crisis preparedness.

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan
while conducting five coun-
ter-narcotics operations
seized 163 drugsilled cap-
sules, 610 grams narcotics
and arrested four accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman.

He informed that in two
operations at Islamabad
International Airport, ANF
recovered 80 heroin-filled
capsules from the pos-
session of a Dubai-bound
passenger, resident of Wa-
ziristan, going no flight no
PA-210 and 52 charras and
31 Ice drug filled capsules
from the possession of a
Doha-bound passenger, res-
ident of Mardan going on
flight no PK-287.

He informed that in third
operation conducted near
a university in Islamabad,
ANF recovered 510 grams
charras from the possession
of a drug peddler resident
of Islamabad allegedly in-
volved in supplying drugs to
students.

In fourth operation, ANF
and ASF recovered 70
grams charras from the pos-
session of a Sharjah-bound
passenger resident of Swat
arrested at Bacha Khan
International Airport Pe-
shawar. The arrested ac-
cused was going on flight
no G-555. In fifth operation
conducted at a private cou-
rier office on Empress Road
Lahore, ANF recovered 31
grams weed from a parcel
booked for Norway.

The spokesman said that
separate cases have been
registered against the
accused while further
investigations are under
process.—APP

SMEDA to
organize
webinar on
February 07

ISLAMABAD: The Small
and Medium Enterprises
Development Authority
(SMEDA) is going to organ-
ize a webinar on “Managing
Human Resources in SME
Businesses” for profitable
business growth on Feb-
ruary 07 (Tuesday). The
session is being offered by
SMEDA under National
Business Development Pro-
gramme (NBDP) for SMEs,
to extend non-financial advi-
sory services to small and
medium businesses, accord-
ing to an official source.

The objectives of the train-
ing include HRM for the
SME sector, HRM’s role
as a competitive agent, the
status of HRM practices for
SMEs in the Asian markets,
and how to make SMEs
more competitive and suc-
cessful. The training ses-
sion would be attended by
small business owners and
their staff, emerging and
existing entrepreneurs, and
professionals in human re-
sources management.—APP

Pak should
benefit from
the potential

of blue
economy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
National Business Group
Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and In-
tellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial minis-
ter Mian Zahid Hussain on
Wednesday said Pakistan
can develop its economy by
benefiting from the poten-
tial of the blue economy.
Blue economy refers to so-
cial and economic develop-
ment by using the seas and
oceans while protecting the
marine environment and
linked communities.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that blue economy includes
fisheries, aquaculture, ma-
rine life, transportation,
marine tourism, coastal wel-
fare, and other coastal and
marine matters. Talking
to the business community,
the veteran business leader
said that farming plants and
marine life, and fishing pro-
vide seventeen percent of
animal protein to the entire
human population.

The blue economy also in-
cludes marine and offshore
wind energy, seafood indus-
try, tourism, and exploita-
tion of oil and gas reserves
in the sea, but the present
major part of Pakistan’s
blue economy of consists of
marine transport only.
Global maritime trade
accounts for US$2.5 tril-
lion and Pakistan exports
seafood worth only 430
million dollars annually,
which is plagued by various
problems.
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Violence in Palestine

The question is no longer whether a third intifada could hap-

pen, but what can be done to avert it. In a recent poll,

61% of Palestinians and 65% of Israeli Jews believed it was
on the horizon. As violence escalates, the crisis of domestic po-
litical leadership demonstrates why others must step up; but An-
tony Blinken has demonstrated that no one should expect the US
to do so. The secretary of state flew to the Middle East this week
for talks with the Israeli prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, and
the Palestinian president and prime minister, Mahmoud Abbas and
Mohammad Shtayyeh, but vague calls for calm won’t end the cri-
sis. Some have argued that a third intifada is under way already. Last
year was the bloodiest on record in Israel and the West Bank and
Jerusalem since the second intifada ended in 2005, with about 150
Palestinians and 30 Israelis killed, and another 49 Palestinians killed
by Israeli airstrikes on the Gaza Strip in August. Then, last Thursday,
the deadliest Israeli army raid in the West Bank in decades killed 10
Palestinians. A day later, a Palestinian gunman shot dead seven Israe-
lis outside a synagogue — the worst such attack in years. Further copy-
cat and retaliatory attacks have followed. Two developments heighten
the current danger. The first is that illicit firearms are circulating far
more widely in the West Bank. The second is the state of politics.
Israel has the most farright and anti-Arab government in its history.
Its national security minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, was once convicted
of inciting racism; don’t expect an arsonist to douse the flames. On
Sunday, he pledged to make it easier for Israeli civilians to carry guns.
The government has set its sights on the judiciary, which could put
at risk limited legal constraints on settlement expansion and facilitate
annexation, and is pursuing collective punishment - illegal under in-
ternational law - even more enthusiastically than before.
Joe Biden has given unstinting support to Israel throughout his polit-
ical career, and as vice-president he saw the Obama administration’s
half-hearted attempt to re-engage with the issue go down in flames.
Dealing with Iran and maintaining pressure on Moscow are bigger
priorities. Far from trying to rein in the Israeli government, the US
- along with the UK and others - denounces Palestinians for attempt-
ing to pursue accountability in legal forums. Undemocratic Arab
states have moved steadily closer to Israel. Escalating violence is not
inevitable. But every sign points in the wrong direction, without an-
yone willing to take real action to pull things back from the brink.
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Sanctions won’t crush
China’s hi-tech rise

o further strangle China’s technology sector, the United

States is reportedly considering banning all sales to Chinese

telecommunications equipment giant Huawei by US suppli-
ers, including Intel and Qualcomm. Such a move would tighten the
restrictions already imposed by Washington on sales to Huawei in
2019 on the unwarranted grounds of national security concerns. US
suppliers have since then had to ask for government approval to sell
their products to China’s first major global brand, greatly limiting
the company’s access to processor chips and other technologies. Yet
under the new policy that Washington is set to roll out, all license
requests to supply Huawei would be denied. Such a practice, which
runs counter to the principles of a market economy and tramples
on the basic rules that govern international trade, reflects how des-
perate Washington has become as it goes to great lengths to try to
suppress China’s technological progress. Last week, the Joe Biden
administration also reportedly persuaded the Netherlands and Japan to
join the US in restricting exports of semiconductor technology to Chi-
na. Yet the stepped-up crackdown also in a way attests to the futility
of Washington’s strategy to keep Chinese technological companies at
bay. Take Huawei for instance. Despite being squeezed by US sanctions
globally over the past several years, the company has largely pulled itself
“out of crisis mode” by launching new business lines serving factories,
self-driving cars and other industrial customers that are less vulnerable
to US pressure. Its revenue last year was forecast to be little-changed
from 2021 at 636.9 billion yuan ($91.6 billion), according to Eric Xu,
one of its executives, in a December letter to employees. “US restric-
tions are now our new normal, and we’re back to business as usual.”
Meanwhile, the US high-tech sanctions are also hurting US suppliers
as well given that China is the world’s largest consumer of semiconduc-
tors, and the lion’s share of revenue from purchasing these chips go to
foreign companies. For example, China consumed $143.4 billion worth
of semiconductor wafers in 2020, and less than 6 percent of them were
produced by companies headquartered in China. Rather than crushing
China’s high-tech advancement, the increasing US pressure on Chinese
technological companies will only propel them to strive for self-reliance
through indigenous innovation. The country was already on track to pro-
duce around 5 percent of the world’s memory chips by the end of 2020,
and is now widely believed to be on the brink of a breakthrough in its
efforts to become self-sufficient in semiconductors. “What doesn’t kill
you, makes you stronger”. That saying is apt for China’s nascent yet
unstoppable high-tech rise.

Islamophobia makes democracies

less safe for everyone

Dalia Mogahed

This followed an incident
over the weekend in which
Rasmus Paludan, leader of
the Danish far-right party

Stram Kurs (Hard Line),

burned a Quran near the
Turkish Embassy in Stock-

holm. Signalling that the
incidents in Sweden and
the Netherlands are part of

a coordinated campaign of
hate speech, as he tore and
crumpled a page from the

Quran, Wagensveld said,
“Soon, there will be regis-
trations for similar actions

in several cities”. “Time
to answer disrespect from

Islam with disrespect,” he
added. On cue, and as the

provocateurs intended,
protests erupted across the
Muslim-majority world

arlier this week in the Hague, in an act that made
E America’s right-wing politicians look like

paragons of religious tolerance, Edwin
Wagensveid, the Dutch leader of the farfight
Europeans Against the Islamisation of the
West (PEGIDA) group, publicly desecrated a
copy of Islam’s holy book and published a vid-
eo of the hateful act on social media. This fol-
lowed an incident over the weekend in which
Rasmus Paludan, leader of the Danish far-
right party Stram Kurs (Hard Line), burned
a Quran near the Turkish Embassy in Stock-
holm. Signalling that the incidents in Sweden
and the Netherlands are part of a coordinated
campaign of hate speech, as he tore and crum-
pled a page from the Quran, Wagensveld said,
“Soon, there will be registrations for similar
actions in several cities”. “Time to answer dis-
respect from Islam with disrespect,” he add-
ed. On cue, and as the provocateurs intended,
protests erupted across the Muslim-majority
world. Western leaders then responded by lec-
turing Muslims on the subtleties of free speech
and “respect” for diverse opinions. Beyond
this familiar pattern of Islamophobic provoca-
tion-Muslim rage-Western condescension, do
such acts of provocation targeting vulnerable
minorities have any effect on the societies in
which they occur? Should non-Muslims living
in Western societies care if a holy book they
don’t believe in is used in a hateful publicity
stunt? Yes, they should. Because the propaga-
tion of Islamophobia makes democracies less
free and less safe — not only for Muslims, but
for everyone. I lead research at the Institute
for Social Policy and Understanding (ISPU), a
Washington, DC-based non-partisan think tank
that provides research and education about
US Muslims and the policies that affect them.

Palestine will always be

Ramzy Baroud

More than three-quarters
of all respondents to the
poll, which is carried
out annually by the Arab
Center for Research and
Policy Studies in Doha, said
that Palestine is a cause for
all Arabs, not Palestinians
alone. Three important
points must be kept in mind
when trying to understand
this number. First, Arabs
are not merely expressing
sympathy or solidarity
with Palestinians. They are
irrevocably stating that the
Palestinian struggle against
the Israeli occupation is a
collective Arab struggle.
Second, these views are
the same across all sections
of society throughout the
entire geographic expanse

2022 is yet more proof that Arab soci-

eties are diverse in every possible way,
from their assessment of their economic situ-
ation and living conditions to their take on im-
migration, state institutions and democracy.
There is just one exception: Palestine.
More than three-quarters of all respondents to
the poll, which is carried out annually by the
Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies
in Doha, said that Palestine is a cause for all
Arabs, not Palestinians alone. Three important
points must be kept in mind when trying to
understand this number. First, Arabs are not
merely expressing sympathy or solidarity with
Palestinians. They are irrevocably stating that
the Palestinian struggle against the Israeli oc-
cupation is a collective Arab struggle. Second,
these views are the same across all sections of
society throughout the entire geographic ex-
panse of the Arab world, from the Gulf to the
Maghreb. Third, equally important is that the
public opinions that have been examined in the
poll come from countries whose governments
have either full diplomatic ties with Israel or
vehemently reject normalization.
The study is quite extensive, as it included
33,000 individual respondents and was carried
out between June and December 2022.
Once again, the Arab people collectively reject
normalization with Israel, with Algeria and
Mauritania topping the list at 99 percent each.
Though some might discount the detailed
study by claiming that Arabs inherently hate
Israel due to their supposed deep-seated aver-
sion to the Jews, the study also breaks down
the reasons why Arab masses have such a low
opinion of Israel. When they were asked why
they reject diplomatic ties between their coun-
tries and Israel, the respondents mostly cited
“Israel’s colonial and expansionist policies, as
well as its racism toward the Palestinians and

The newly released Arab Opinion Index

Our researchers, in partnership with academic
institutions and advisers, created the ISPU Is-
lamophobia Index which measures the degree
to which different groups in America endorse
key anti-Muslim tropes. In the past five years,
we have measured the Islamophobia Index
among Americans of different races, ages and
faiths and no faith. We've also explored what
predicts and protects against Islamophobic
bias, and for which policies anti-Muslim bigot-
ry manufactures public consent. The results
paint a complex picture, but in the end expose
a simple truth: Islamophobia threatens democ-
racy. We found that endorsement of anti-Mus-
lim stereotypes is unsurprisingly linked to
favouring state policies that target Muslims,
such as mosque surveillance and the so-called
“Muslim ban” - a Trump-era policy that barred
travel to the US from several Muslim-majority
countries. But believers in Islamophobic ide-
as aren’t just ready to take rights away from
Muslims. Our research showed that they are
also willing to give up their own: higher scores
on the Islamophobia Index are a prediction of
acquiescence to authoritarianism. People who
endorse anti-Muslim tropes like “Muslims are
partially responsible for acts of violence car-
ried out by other Muslims” or “Muslims are
less civilised than other people”, all else being
equal, are more likely to approve of curtailing
freedom of the press and suspension of checks
and balances in the wake of a terrorist attack.
In short, the propagation of Islamophobia un-
dermines the very foundation of a free society;
a dissenting and well-informed citizenry.

Moreover, Islamophobia begets other big-
otries. We found that anti-semitism and an-
ti-Black racism are among the leading pre-
dictors of Islamophobia. Our research also

demonstrated that Islamophobia doesn’t just
make democracies less free and more bigoted.
It makes them less safe — and not just in the
ways many assume.

Yes, deviants claiming to act in the name of Is-
lam do use Western anti-Muslim political rheto-
ric to recruit people to their violent cause. But
that’s far from the greatest risk. We found that
endorsing anti-Muslim ideas like “Muslims are
more prone to violence than other people” or
“Most Muslims are hostile toward the United
States” ironically coincides with condoning the
very acts those who hold these views pin on
Muslims: deliberate attacks on and killing of
civilians by a military, considered a war crime,
and also by a small group or an individual,
usually called “terrorism”. The rise in white
supremacist violence in the United States as
the number one terrorist threat to American
lives in the Trump era should therefore be no
surprise. All this does not mean hate stunts
like those we witnessed in Europe during the
past week should be made illegal as some have
demanded. As a believing Muslim who reads
the Quran daily, and as a student of history,
I know that the messenger of God endured
far worse and that the book of God does not
need our feeble protection - it was revealed as
a protection for us. Moreover, we should not
feed the image of these otherwise irrelevant
provocateurs as “rebel free speech heroes”
by censoring them. The worst punishment we
can give them is to assign them the attention
they deserve: none. Political speech aimed at
fermenting Islamophobia should be viewed by
the rest of society for what it is, not a defence
of democracy, but an act which undermines it.

—Courtesy: Al Jazeera

central to Arabs’ beliefs

its persistence in expropriating Palestinian
land.” Only 5 percent cited religious reasons
for their position, but that cannot be dismissed
as mere religious zealotry, as many Arabs for-
mulate their views based on the moral values
enshrined in their religions; for example, the
need to oppose and speak out against injustice.
It must be stated that this is hardly new. Arabs
have exhibited these views with an unmistak-
able consistency since the start of the Arab
Opinion Index in 2011 and, one would dare
argue, since the establishment of Israel atop
the ruins of Palestine in 1948. But if that is
the case, why are the latest poll results de-
serving of a discussion? While examining the
American public view of Russia, the state of
democracy in the US or the greatest threat to
national security, opinion polls often fluctuate
from one year to the next. For example, 70
percent of all Americans considered Russia an
“enemy” to the US last March, compared to
only 41 percent in January. The massive jump
in two months was not directly related to the
Russian war in Ukraine, since Ukraine is not
a US territory, but because of the anti-Russia
media frenzy that has not ceased for a moment
since the beginning of the war.

However, for Arabs, no matter the shifts in me-
dia priorities, internal politics, class orienta-
tion or any other factor, nothing seems to alter
the status of Palestine as their leading priority.
In 2017 and 2022, two American presidents
visited the Arab region. Both Donald Trump
and Joe Biden, respectively, labored to execute
a major shift in the region’s political priorities.
Biden summed up his agenda in a meeting
with six Arab leaders in Jeddah last July by
stating: “This trip is about once again position-
ing America in this region for the future. We
are not going to leave a vacuum in the Middle
East for Russia or China to fill.”

None of these self-serving priorities seem to

be paying any real dividends.
That said, the pressure to dismiss the central-
ity of Palestine as an Arab cause does not only
come from the outside. It is also guided by the
internal dynamics of the region. For example,
some pan-Arab news networks, which had put
much focus on Palestine in previous years,
have been purposely ignoring Palestine as an
urgent daily reality, in favor of other topics
that are consistent with the regional policies
of host countries. Yet, despite all of this, Pales-
tine remains at the core of Arab values, strug-
gles and aspirations. How is this possible?
Unlike most Americans, Arabs do not neces-
sarily formulate their views of the world based
on the media agenda of the day, nor do they
alter their behavior based on presidential
speeches or political debates. On the contrary,
their collective experiences have made them
particularly cynical of propaganda and fiery
speeches. They formulate their views based
on numerous grassroots channels of commu-
nication, whether using social media tools or
listening to the Friday sermon in their local
mosque. The struggle for Palestine has been
internalized in the everyday acts of the aver-
age Arab woman or man; from the names they
choose for their newborn to the quiet mut-
tering of prayers. No amount of propaganda
can possibly reverse this. Though some Arab
governments are listening to their people and
thus condition normalization on Palestinian
freedom and sovereignty, the US and Israel in-
sist on ignoring the Arab masses, as they have
done for many years. However, if Washington
believes that it can simply compel the Arabs
to hate Russia and China and love Israel, even
though the latter continues to kill Palestinians
and occupy their land, it will be sorely disap-
pointed, not only today but for many years to
come.

—Courtesy: Arab News
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Briefs

PM hlames
PTl for surge
interrorism

From Pace 01

participate in the develop-
ment of Pakistan?” “No oth-
er province received that
kind of money except KP.
The province has received
Rs40 billion annually,” he
highlighted. The PM added
that he is stating facts only
and not levelling accusations.
The PM further said that
National Counter Terror-
ism Authority (NACTA) and
CTDs were established, and
to say that that they don’t
have funds is an attempt to
“distort the facts”. PM Sheh-
baz said that even after that,
the KP government laments
that there are weaknesses
in their Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) and that
they have no equipment.
The PM warned of terror-
ism spreading in other ar-
eas of Pakistan once again
if “appropriate steps are
not taken”. However, he as-
sured that the government
will control terrorism with
“collective efforts”.
PM Shehbaz recalled that
defeat was inflicted on the
terrorist elements through
Radd-ul-Fasaad and Zarb-e-
Azb operations because of
which peace was restored in
the country. He said people
belonging to different walks
of life, including politicians,
rendered their lives in the
war against this menace.
“However, the resurfacing
of terrorist elements is a
matter of concern,” he said.
He was especially apprecia-
tive of the sacrifices ren-
dered by the people of KP
in the war on terrorism. He
said KP has remained our
frontline province in this
war and its sacrifices will al-
ways be remembered in his-
tory. “Benazir Bhutto was
also martyred as a result of
terrorism,” he added.

Punjab
police foil
terror attack

From Pace 01

The committee will plan
search and combing oper-
ations against terrorists in
collaboration with Regional
Police Officer (RPO) Sar
godha. He also directed to
launch search and combing
operations in adjacent areas
of Makerwal police station.
The terrorist attack came
a day after a powerful blast
triggered by a suicide attack
rocked a mosque in Pesha-
war’s Police Lines during the
afternoon prayers. According
to the latest figures, at least
100 people have been con-
firmed to have lost their lives
in the attack, while almost
169 people were wounded.
Security officials said the
explosion took place around
1:40pm on Monday as Zuhr
prayers were being offered
as a result of which the roof
of the mosque caved in. The
rescue operation is still un-
derway at the mosque site
to retrieve the victims.

Ch. Fawad
released
from jail

From Pace 01

Rawalpindi’s  Adiala Jail
to welcome him. Fawad
thanked PTI members as
well as leaders from other
political parties who had
spoken up against his arrest.
To a question, he responded
that he had never spoken
against the institutions, of
which he is the biggest sup-
porter. “I never talk against
the institutions. I am the big-
gest supporter of our insti-
tutions, and I never said an-
ything against them. That is
why I reiterate that whatever
I said was right,” he said.
The PTI leader lambasted
officials of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
who had suggested to the
chief election commissioner
to file a sedition case against
him. The PTI leader said that
his party had time and again
brought up the issue of ter-
rorism in the past six months,
but to no avail. He said that
it was the need of the hour
that all political parties and
stakeholders united against
the scourge of terrorism.
“If we keep going with the
policy of ‘minus him or her’,
we will go nowhere. Paki-
stan needs unity. We need
to move forward with the
policy of ‘plus-everyone’ and
take everyone along in solv-
ing the issues being faced by
the country,” he said. He
said Pakistan was going
through difficult times,
and that the only solution
was holding general elec-
tions in the country.

Islamabad wins Quaid-e-Azam
Cup Basketball Crown 2023

Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination Ehsan Mazari distributed prizes among
the players in the closing ceremony and also appreciated the efforts made by Pakistan

Basketball Federation and Federal B

OUuUr CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad defeat-
ed Faisalabad Division by 52-49
points after a nerve-wracking
match to win the crown of Quaid-

e-Azam  Cup Inter-Divisional
Basketball Tournament here at
Liaquat Gymnasium, Pakistan

Sports Complex Islamabad. Islam-
abad Red, Gujranwala, Peshawar,
Hazara, Islamabad Blues and Fais-
alabad Division participated in the
tournament based on pool rounds
matches organised by the Federal
Basketball Association (FBBA).

Federal Minister for Inter-Pro-
vincial Liaison Ehsan Mazari was
the chief guest of the closing cer-
emony of the tournament while
Commander North Rear Admiral
Masood Khurshid, Acting Direc-
tor General Pakistan Sports Board
Mohammad Abrar, Secretary Gen-
eral of Pakistan Basketball Feder-
ation (PBBF) Khalid Bashir, Sec-
retary Organizing Committee Ouj

E Zahoor, Senior Vice President
PBBF Imtiaz Rafi Butt, President

Federal

E T 1

Basketball Association

Ejaz Butt, former coach of nation-
al basketball team Malik Riaz and
others witnessed the final match.

ENT BASKETBAI -

In the decisive final, there was
a tough competition between
Islamabad Reds and Faisalabad

asketball Association for the promotion of basketball

Division was seen as until half-
time, Faisalabad was leading by
26 points against 24. Islamabad
players Yasir Abbas and Attique
khan took four consecutive points
in the last minute of the final to
play the vital role for Islamabad
to become champion of the tour-
nament, beating Faisalabad by 52-
49 points. Yasir Abbas scored 22,
Attique Khan 14, Rizwan Khursh-
eed scored 12 points respective-
ly for Islamabad victory.

Federal Minister for Inter-Provin-
cial Coordination Ehsan Mazari
distributed prizes among the play-
ers in the closing ceremony and
also appreciated the efforts made
by Pakistan Basketball Federation
and Federal Basketball Association
for the promotion of basketball.
Earlier in the semi-final round Fais-
alabad Division defeated Peshawar
Division by 54 points against 50
after a tough competition while
Islamabad Reds won against Is-
lamabad Blues by 41-49 points and
ensured their access to the finals.

Myanmar streets
empty in protest on
coup anniversary

YANGON: Streets emptied and shops closed in protest across
Myanmar on Wednesday, the second anniversary of the coup
that toppled Aung San Suu Kyi's government, with the junta
hinting it may extend a state of emergency and delay new
elections. Myanmar has been in turmoil since the military's
power grab and bloody crackdown on dissent, which has
sparked fighting across the country and tanked the economy.
Western powers launched a fresh broadside of sanc-
tions against the generals on the anniversary but pre-
vious rounds have shown little sign of throwing the
junta off course. Streets in the commercial hub Yangon
largely emptied from late morning, AFP correspond-
ents said, after activists called for people across the
Southeast Asian country to close businesses and stay
indoors from 10 am to 4 pm (0330-0930 GMT). Roads
leading to the famous Shwedagon pagoda - a Buddhist
shrine that dominates Yangon's skyline and is usually
were largely deserted.
Most buses on roads elsewhere in the city were empty
and there was a heavy security presence. It was similarly
quiet in the second city of Mandalay, a resident told AFP.
"There are a few people walking here and there in neigh-
bourhoods but almost no activity on the main roads," the
resident said, requesting anonymity. - Agencies

thronged by worshippers -

DNA

TEHRAN: President Ebra-
him Raeisi says Iran's en-
emies plotted the recent
riots across the country out
of outrage at the failure of
their sanctions in impeding
the Islamic Republic's eco-
nomic and developmental
progress. Raeisi made the
remarks in a televised in-
terview on Tuesday, call-
ing the foreign-backed ri-
ots and the sanctions two
sides of the same coin.

The president noted how
the sanctions had failed
to bring production in the
country to a standstill,
prevent the country from
experiencing five-percent
economic progress, and cre-
ation of close to one million

jobs across the nation.

"Whatever it (the enemy)
was after [stifling], has been
[contrarily] realized thanks
to the nation's will and the
government's intention to
serve [the people]," Raeisi
said, adding, "Therefore, it
is natural that the enemy
should be angry at us."

"One of the reasons [be-
hind the enemy's foment-
ing] of the recent riots was
the very fact that it was
witnessing that its sanc-
tions have been neutralized
thanks to the efforts of our
statesmen and the stead-
fastness of the people,”
the chief executive added.
"While the enemies are
trying to stop the country's
progress, our people have
resolved to move forward,"
he remarked, asserting that

the course of the country's
advancement would gather
further momentum every
day owing to the nation's
willpower and the govern-
ment's determination to be
at the nation's service.

Elsewhere in his remarks,
the president enumerated
his administration's suc-
cessful performance in
various areas, including its
managing to bring down
the country's 60-percent
inflation level to 40 percent,
its success to eliminate
the budget deficit, and it's
increasing the economic
growth level from four per-
cent to 4.4 within just six
months of taking office.

The administration, he add-
ed, was also trying to de-dol-
larize the staples so a poten-
tial increase in the dollar's

Riots, sanctions two sides
of same coin, says Raeisi

exchange rate would not
adversely affect the cost of
the commodities.

Raeisi identified smuggling
and suppliers' under-provi-
sion of the staples as two
main reasons behind the
increase in prices.

He said the recent riots had
played a role in reducing
income generation levels
across the country, and, in
turn, increased the dollar's
exchange rate, but assured
the nation that the coun-
try's foreign exchange re-
serves currently stood at a
"good and reliable" level.
Raeisi urged those active
in the field of exports to re-
turn their foreign exchange
income to the country so
the Central Bank would be
capable of exercising more
control on foreign reserves.
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Serie A title fever
sweeps Naples
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LAHORE: PCB Chairman and ICC Director Najam Sethi presents Sir
Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year and ICC Men's
ODI Cricketer of the Year award to Pakistan captain Babar Azam. — DNA

NAPLES: Serie A title fever is sweeping
Naples as the football-mad city hopes that
rampant Napoli will end more than three
decades of waiting to be crowned kings of
Italy. Sunday night's 2-1 win over Roma and
the sudden collapse of defending champions
AC Milan's title defence allowed Napoli to
extend their lead at the top to a whopping
13 points. No team has had such a huge ad-
vantage on the chasing pack after 20 games
played since Serie A switched to three
points for a win in 1994, and the chance of
a first Scudetto since the days when Diego
Maradona wore Napoli's blue has filled fans
with both anticipation and trepidation.

"At this point only we can lose it now. It's
all in our hands," one supporter, Mirko
Brandini, told AFP. The 18year-old trav-
elled to Naples from Tuscany with three
friends and hung around outside Napoli's

Stadio Maradona to bathe in the eupho-
ria of a thrilling win against one of their
fiercest rivals. Napoli have dropped just
seven points all season and on Sunday
came through a tough test against resil-
ient Roma. The visitors' forward Stephan
El Shaarawy equalised Victor Osimhen's
opener to silence the boisterous home
crowd before super-sub Giovanni Sime-
one grabbed the win with an 86th minute
goal. It was Napoli's eighth straight home
league win, the longest winning run in Na-
ples since they racked up 11 on the bounce
between December 1989 and April 1990 -
the season Napoli last won the title. How-
ever despite their massive advantage and
a fourmatch winning streak since losing
at second-placed Inter Milan at the start
of the month, anxious Neapolitans won't
believe it's over until it's really over. - DNA

Chelsea complete
record £107m
Fernandez deal

LONDON: Chelsea have signed Benfica’s
Argentina midfielder Enzo Fernandez
for a British record 121m euro (£107m)
transfer fee. The deal eclipses the £100m
Manchester City paid for Jack Grealish in
2021. Fernandez, who only joined Benfica
for a reported £10m in August, was named
young player of the tournament during
Argentina’s World Cup triumph in Qatar.
The 22-year-old’s arrival takes Chelsea’s
January spending to £289m, according to

transfer website Transfermarkt. He has
signed an eight-and-a-half year contract at
Stamford Bridge. The deal follows an out-
lay of £270m in the summer - a record for
a British club in the summer window - tak-
ing their total spend under new American
owner Todd Boehly to more than £550m
on 17 new players. It is the joint-sixth most
expensive signing of all-time, equalling the
120m euros Barcelona paid for France
forward Antoine Griezmann in 2019. Fer-
nandez, signed by Benfica from Argentine
side River Plate, has scored four goals in
29 appearances for the Primeira Liga side.
Benfica confirmed on Tuesday night that
River Plate will earn 25% of the transfer
fee, around 30m euros. — APP

Palestinian Basehall Team visits HEC

Addressing the team, the Chairman HEC referred to the 15th West Asia Baseball Cup final
between Pakistan and Palestine and underlined the importance of sports activities for youth

added that the Islamic countries are consid-

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The baseball team of the
State of Palestine, currently in Pakistan for
the 15th West Asia Baseball Cup, visited
the Higher Education Commission (HEC)
and held a meeting with Chairman HEC Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed. The visiting team was ac-
companied by First Secretary Embassy of
the State of Palestine in Islamabad Mr. Na-
der al-Turk, while Executive Director HEC
Dr. Shaista Sohail and other senior HEC
officers were also present in the meeting.

Addressing the team, the Chairman HEC
referred to the 15th West Asia Baseball Cup
final between Pakistan and Palestine and un-
derlined the importance of sports activities
for youth. He said that HEC/Pakistan Uni-
versity Sports Board is committed to provid-
ing all possible sports facilities to student
players. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed informed the
dignitaries that an international Vice Chan-
cellors conference of the Islamic world uni-
versities will be held in the near future. He

ering launching a fully-funded scholarship
programme for the Muslim youth. He said,
“We feel the pain of Palestinian brethren
and our leadership always does whatever
possible for the Palestinians.”

In his remarks on this occasion, Mr. Nad-
er al-Turk appreciated the Pakistani nation
for extending support to the Palestinian
cause. “We acknowledge Pakistan’s contin-
uous support to the State of Palestine,” he
underscored. He stated that the Palestin-
ians in Pakistan do not feel themselves
to be foreigners, rather they feel at home
owing to the affection and respect they
receive from Pakistanis.

He appreciated the Palestinian team for
qualifying for the final. It is pertinent to
mention here that seven teams, including

Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, §
Palestine, Sri Lanka, and Nepal took part §&

in the West Asia Cup held in Islamabad.
Pakistan sealed the victory over Sri Lanka
by 16-1, whereas Palestine defeated Bang-
ladesh by 14-3 in the semifinals.

From Pace 01

The PTI chief, while also
mentioning that he wasn’t
responsible for terrorism
and rising inflation, said that
he was devastated over the
attack in Peshawar. Khan
— who was ousted from the
government in April last
year through a no-confi-
dence motion — said those
in power, and who ruled for
30 years before him, were
responsible for the ongoing
crisis. “I feared instability in
Afghanistan [...] there were
30,000-40,000 fighters in Af-
ghanistan. Then, a decision
was taken by the parliament
members and the armed forc-
es that these fighters would
be settled in Pakistan.”

The PTI chief then added
that as he feared instability,
his government tried to ne-
gotiate with the group to en-
sure that Afghanistan’s fall-
out does not affect Pakistan.
Khan claimed that had the
coalition parties not re-
moved his party from pow-
er, then the situation would
have been completely differ-
ent. “Why did they remove
my government when they
could not run the country?”
The PTI chairman added that
the incumbent rulers’ only
reason for coming into power
was to get their corruption
cases worth Rs1,100 billion
“closed”. Khan added that
his relationship with former
army chief General (retired)
Qamar Javed Bajwa was
smooth, and they were on the
same page for some time.
But then, Khan mentioned,
that after the ex-army chief
was granted an extension
in his tenure in 2019, he
wanted the PTI government
to forgive the cases against
then-opposition leaders. “I
did not listen to him.”

The second bone of con-
tention, he said, was the re-
moval of Lt Gen (retd) Faiz
Hamid Inter-Services Intel-
ligence chief. “There was a
fear of war in Afghanistan
which is why I wanted Faiz
Hamid to retain his position.
Moving on, Khan said that
when Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty (PPP) Co-chairman Asif
Ali Zardari goes to court
against him, he will be asked
what “reputation” was dam-
aged. “Asif Zardari will have
to take an oath and inform
the court about how many
people he had murdered.

Australian
HC meets
Imran Khan

FroMm PacGe 01

increasing agricultural pro-
duction. In the meeting,
there was also a detailed dis-
cussion on other important
topics including environ-
mental changes and tour-
ism. The Australian High
Commissioner  expressed
deep sorrow over the loss
of precious lives as a result
of the terrorist attack in the
police line. Pakistan and
Australia have close diplo-
matic relations, the Australi-
an High Commissioner said.
The Australian High Com-
missioner considers mutual
cooperation as the ladder of
bilateral development and
prosperity. Australian gov-
ernment and people want
peace and security in Paki-
stan, Australian High Com-
missioner. Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf values relations and
cooperation with Australia,
Chairman  Tehreek-e-Insaf
Imran Khan said.

Climate change is a global
challenge, Tehreek-eInsaf
governments have taken ef-
fective measures to counter
it, Imran Khan added. Pov-
erty and illegal transfer of
resources, especially capital,
from developing countries to
developed countries creates
extraordinary complications
in the problems of these coun-
tries, Imran Khan said. The
rule of law opens the doors of
development and prosperity
to nations, Imran Khan said.

UAE keen
to enhance
investment

From Pace 01

The minister highlighted
various avenues in which
both countries can trade and
invest. Both the sides shared
the historical and long-stand-
ing ties between both coun-
tries and exchanged views
on further boosting and
strengthening these econom-
ic ties. They exchanged views
on the recent visit of Prime
Minister of Pakistan to the
UAE and his meetings with
the UAE leadership and dis-
cussed the timely implemen-
tation of decisions taken in
these meetings for furthering
the brotherly relations be-
tween the two countries.
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ZAGREB: Croatian Presi-
dent Zoran Milanovic crit-
icized European countries
that have decided to send
more weapons to Ukraine.
“A war based on a treaty
against a nuclear power, like
Russia, cannot be won. Eu-
rope is endangered within
the framework of hysteria
and hatred,” Milanovic told
Croatian media during his
visit to Petrinje on Tuesday.
He said Russia is an ex-
tremely dangerous country
and Europe, which is pre-
paring to send weapons to
Ukraine, is endangered.
Concerning the Moscow-Ky-
iv war and similarities be-
tween Crimea and Kosovo,
Milanovic said the interna-
tional community and Cro-
atia annexed Kosovo and
took it from Serbia.

“We and the international
community did that,” he
said. “Unfortunately, this is
a painful fact and a danger.
We annexed Kosovo. We and
the international communi-
ty. It was taken from Serbia.
Who made it but us? Have
we recognized Kosovo? It’s
not annexation, it's expro-
priation. What is it called?
Extraction.”

“Likewise, Crimea will nev-
er be Ukraine again. That’s
what the leading German
generals are saying,” he
added.—APP

6.0-magnitude
quake rocks
southern
Philippines

GENERAL SANTOS: A
6.0-magnitude earthquake
rocked the southern Phil-
ippines on Wednesday,
the US Geological Service
said, with local authorities
warning of aftershocks
and possible damage. The
quake struck at 6:44 pm
(1044 GMT), near Monkayo
municipality in Davao de
Oro province on Mindanao
island. There were no im-
mediate reports of major
damage in the remote and
mountainous gold mining
region. Monkayo police
Staff Sergeant Harvey
Asayas told AFP the quake
was strong in the beginning
but gradually weakened and
stopped after 40 seconds.
“The authorities are now
conducting patrols around
to assess damage including
the fire personnel and dis-
aster officers,” Asayas said.
Police Corporal Lucita
Ambrocio, who is based in
the nearby municipality of
New Bataan, described the
quake as “quick”. “After
10 minutes, our colleagues
went back to the building,”
said Ambrocio, who raced
outside with her colleagues
when the police station
started shaking.—APP

Chinese,
Pakistani
institutes to
cooperate on

water-energy-
food

BEIJING: The project “As-
sessment and Regulation
Mechanism of Climate
Change Impacts on Wa-
ter-energy-food Linkages in
typical Regions of China and
Pakistan”, jointly submitted
by Chinese and Pakistani
research institutes, has
been successfully approved
recently. As an internation-
al (regional) cooperation
and exchange project un-
der China’s National Nat-
ural Science Foundation,
it was jointly applied by
Changjiang River Scientific
Research Institute (CRS-
RI) and Lasbela University
of Agriculture, Water and
Marine Sciences. It is also
the second such project of
CRSRI approved in nearly
20 years. Based on its re-
search on “Water Cycle Pat-
terns and Effects of Water
Conservation and Emission
Reduction in Irrigation Are-
as of Yangtze River Basin”,
CRSRI plans to cooperate
with its Pakistani counter-
part to explore the impact
of climate change on wa-
ter-energy-food linkages be-
tween China and Pakistan.
In addition, the project will
provide technical support
for realising the sustaina-
bility of natural resources,
China Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Wednesday.

To address future extreme
events linked to climate
change, systemic water-en-
ergy-food plans.—APP

EU chief unveils plan to
counter US green subsidies

While countries like France support state aid expansion, others argue that would
help only richer member states and fragment the single market. EU leaders will
discuss the proposals at a summit in Brussels next week

NEews DEsk

BRUSSELS: The EU on Wednes-
day unveiled proposals to coun-
ter the threat to European indus-
try from US green subsidies and
unfair competition from China,
with measures including a con-
troversial expansion of state aid.
The bloc is racing to compete
with the United States and Chi-
na to avoid businesses relocating
to Asia or North America where
energy costs are cheaper, but
there has been division among
EU member states on how to
respond.

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen out-
lined the bloc’s proposals but
said there would be no imme-
diate new EU funding. “At the
moment being we need to work
with what we have right now.
And focus it on the clean tech

industry,” she said. The majori-
ty of the EU’s response involves
repackaging already existing
funds, a stop-gap measure that
has earned much criticism.
German MEP Markus Ferber
described the proposals on
Wednesday as “old wine in new
bottles” and “predictably disap-
pointing”.

Von der Leyen left the door
open to a new EU sovereignty
fund being created in the future.
But that idea has already been
strongly opposed by some mem-
ber states including Denmark
and Finland which oppose throw-
ing money at the problem, or
boosting borrowing to resolve it.
“If you have state aid, the other
side of the coin has to be funding
at the EU level,” von der Leyen
said during a news conference.
The new measures give flexibili-
ty on providing aid to companies
in the green and renewable ener-

gy sector and those involved in
the decarbonisation of industry.
There will also tax benefits avail-
able for investments in produc-
tion facilities in defined, strate-
gic net-zero sectors.

The measures are a response
to a landmark US spending bill
last year that funnels $370 bil-
lion into subsidies for America’s
energy transition - including tax

cuts for US-made electric cars
and batteries, which left Europe-
an manufacturers dismayed. Eu-
ropean countries are unnerved
by parts of the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act (IRA) since it offers
lavish advantages for US buyers
of electric vehicles if they “Buy
American”.The EU’s response
was worked out against a back-
drop of disagreement among
member states on how best to
protect Europe’s businesses,
and fears of triggering a trade
war.

While countries like France sup-
port state aid expansion, others
argue that would help only rich-
er member states and fragment
the single market. EU leaders
will discuss the proposals at a
summit in Brussels next week,
and final decisions on the bloc’s
response are expected in March.
The EU is pushing the Unit-
ed States to make exemptions

for European companies. But
a special joint taskforce set up
to address Brussels’ concerns
has yielded little fruit. Environ-
mentalists criticised the EU’s
plan, saying the measures did
not go far enough. “Green sub-
sidies are good but not enough
to have a meaningful effect
on climate. Without cutting
fossil fuel subsidies, pricing
carbon properly and intro-
ducing measures to reduce
demand, these financial ef-
forts will be toothless,” Luke
Haywood, head of climate
policy at the European En-
vironmental Bureau, said in
a statement. Von der Leyen
last month also slammed “ag-
gressive attempts” by China
to persuade Europe’s clean
technology companies to re-
locate and take advantage of
its cheaper labour and more
lenient regulations.

OSLO: Pakistan ambassador to Norway, Saadia Altaf Qazi received Abrar Ghauri, Asset Ownership
Manager of Scatec, a Norwegian power company, for a detailed briefing on the company’s ongoing

150 MW solar power project in Sindh, Pakistan. —DNA

UK hit by biggest
strike action

BIRMINGHAM: Tens of thousands of school teachers, universi-
ty staff and lecturers, train drivers, and many other civil servants
from various fields are among the workers walking out as part
of Wednesday’s nationwide strike in the UK. Such widespread
strike action has not taken place since a previous pay dispute
back in 2011, when more than a million workers walked out.
The National Education Union says around 300,000 teachers
across England alone are striking as they have experienced at
least 23% realterm pay cuts since 2010. Like many others in
different sectors, teachers are also demanding an increase above
the soaring double-digit inflation rate in the country. While a
majority of schools are either fully or partially closed, travel is
also disrupted with workers setting up picket lines and rallies.
The Trades Union Congress (TUC), which represents all the
unions in the country, has announced rallies across the UK for
Wednesday. Most of those who are on strike were expected to
join nationwide demonstrations where workers protest against
the government’s anti-strike legislation that was passed in the
lower house of parliament on Tuesday. The bill imposes restric-
tions on industrial actions in certain sectors, as the government
says it supports the right to strike but also wants to take into
account the interests of the public. “Members of the opposition
who object to minimum safety levels, well, they’ll need to explain
to their constituents why it is that if you have a heart attack,
a stroke, or life-threatening illness on a strike day there are no
minimum safety standards in place,” British Business Secretary
Grant Shapps said while defending the new legislation.—APP

Pope condemns
‘economic
colonialism’ in Africa

Erdogan rules out NATO support
for Sweden after Quran burning

ROME: Pope Francis strongly denounced the “economic
colonialism” which “is unleashed” in Africa and in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo (DRC), on the first day of his visit to
the country. “After political colonialism, an equally enslaving
economic colonialism was unleashed. This country, largely
plundered, therefore fails to take sufficient advantage of
its immense resources”, he lamented Tuesday in Kinshasa.
His very political speech in front of the authorities and the
diplomatic corps was met with applause. “Take your hands
off the Democratic Republic of Congo, take your hands off
Africa! Stop suffocating Africa: it is not a mine to be exploit-
ed nor a land to be plundered,” he said again in the gardens
of the presidential palace. This appeal resonates particularly
in the DRC, a country with immense wealth and fertile soil,
where two thirds of the approximately 100 million inhabit-
ants live on less than 2.07 a day. “Economic colonialism”
was the work of multinationals and distant countries, but
neighbouring countries of the DRC are now also accused of
having taken over from the plundering of the resources of
the DRC, which benefits them economically and fuels the
conflicts which bloody the country. It was an eagerly await-
ed response to the endemic conflicts that plague the east
of the country, particularly in North Kivu. The pope urged
the Congolese not to “slide into tribalism and confrontation”
and encouraged the ongoing peace processes “so that com-
mitments are kept”. Angola has initiated mediation to try to
ease tensions between the DRC and Rwanda, accused of sup-
porting the M23 rebellion which has seized portions of North
Kivu territory since last year. The fighting continues to oppose
loyalist forces and armed groups. For its part, Kenya is trying
to encourage dialogue between the authorities in Kinshasa and
the dozens of armed groups that have been active in the east
for almost 30 years. But these processes have so far not been
accompanied by concrete progress on the ground.The Argen-
tine pope also did not spare the country’s ruling class, calling for
“favoring free, transparent and credible elections” in the face of
the threat of corruption, as the country prepares for a decisive
presidential election in December. “We do not allow ourselves
to be manipulated, and even less bought, by those who want to
keep the country in violence in order to exploit it and do shame-
ful business” . —APP

ANKARA: President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan reiterat-
ed his criticism of Sweden
on Wednesday following
the desecration of Islam’s
holy book - the Quran -
and vowed they would not
allow the Nordic country
into NATO as long as it
tolerated such acts. His re-
marks came after Danish
farright politician Rasmus
Paludan burned the Quran
in a provocative act out-
side the Turkish Embassy
in Stockholm.“Don’t even
bother, Sweden! As long as
you allow my holy book, the
Quran, to be burned and
torn, and you do so together
with your security forces,
we will not say ‘yes’ to your
entry into NATO,” Erdo-
gan said in a speech at his
ruling Justice and Devel-
opment Party’s (AK Party)
parliamentary group meet-
ing. Erdogan’s remarks
were short, unlike his pre-
vious statements on the is-
sue, but they were harsher
in tone, while he also reaf-
firmed that their support
for Finland’s NATO bid
was unchanged. Finnish
media outlets have report-
ed earlier that the Finnish
police would not allow any
public desecration of the
Quran in the country, cit-
ing laws against violation

of religious peace.

Sweden and Finland need
approval of fellow mem-
ber Tiirkiye for joining the
security alliance, amid an
ongoing conflict between
Ukraine and Russia, whose
spillover Europe fears.
Paludan’s scandalous act
followed a series of demon-
strations by the support-
ers of the PKK terrorist
group in Sweden, includ-
ing one where they hanged
an effigy of Erdogan out-
side Stockholm city hall.
Ankara has already been
critical of Sweden over tol-
erance for terror suspects,
particularly over its refusal
to extradite wanted mem-

bers of Giilenist Terror
Group (FETO).

Swedish government of-
ficials have distanced
themselves from the pro-
tests but also cited that
the country had “freedom
of speech.” The strong-
est criticism was from
Swedish Prime Minister
Ulf Kristersson who de-
nounced the activists who
carried out the demonstra-
tions as “useful idiots” for
foreign powers who want
to inflict harm on the Scan-
dinavian country on the
path to NATO. “We have
seen how foreign actors,
even state actors, have
used these manifestations

to inflame the situation in
a way that is directly harm-
ful for Swedish security,”
Kristersson told report-
ers in Stockholm, without
naming any country.
Sweden and neighboring
Finland abandoned dec-
ades of nonalignment and
applied to join NATO in
the wake of the Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. All
NATO members, except
Tiirkiye and Hungary, have
ratified their accession, but
unanimity is required.

Earlier on Wednesday, Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Mevliit
Cavusoglu said Ankara has
fewer problems with Finland
becoming a NATO member
than with its neighbor Sweden.
He stressed, however, that it
was up to the military alliance
to decide whether to accept
one country only or the Nordic
duo together — something that
both countries are committed
to. On the possibility of NATO
deciding to deal with the
membership processes of the
Nordic neighbors separately,
Cavusoglu said, “(Tiirkiye) will
then of course reconsider (rat-
ifying) Finland’s membership
separately and more favora-
bly, I can say,” said during a
joint news conference with
his Estonian colleague in
Tallinn. He did not specify
a time frame.—APP

Afghan delegation greatly appreciated the invitation and arranging the stakeholders meeting,
giving the opportunity to discuss bilateral trade between the two neighbours

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Subsequent to PA-
JCCI’s stakeholders meeting held
at Chaman Border last week; the
Afghan delegation arrived via
Torkham had meeting today at bor-
der and in Peshawar. The meeting
was attended by large number of
business community members of
both sides, Government officials
consisting of M. Ashfaq, Collector
Peshawar, Ather Naveed, Addition-
al Director, Directorate of Transit
Trade Peshawar, Representative
of Banks, FIA, Custom Enforce-
ment & Appraisement and media.
In response to recent complaint
raised by PAJCCI of slow cross
border clearance of empty con-
tainers, AD DTT informed that

in last couple of days, it has been
tackled and all congestion / back
log is cleared. It was brought to
light that Afghan size is charging
exorbitant prices on containers for
transiting to CIS, additionally back
log increases as they work half
day on Thursday and Friday is off.
Both sides shared the issues and
potential of economic relationship
between the two countries. The
problems raised included high la-
bour charges, mishandling of car-
go while loading and unloading is-
sues on Afghan Side including tax
on transit goods, slow clearance
rate of empty containers, restrict-
ed hours at border crossing for
clearance and movement, delay &
high rejection of visa processing
for Afghan businessmen, penden-
cy of 47000 TI forms by Afghan

side since a year despite several
reminders and communication.
The documentation issue & high
valuation was raised on which
Pakistan Customs and Kabul
counterpart are in discussion.
Chairman PAJCCI Zubair Moti-
wala urged immediate resolution
of the issue as due to this at least
500 trucks changed route to Ban-
dar Abbas for transit cargo which
is alarming and loss of revenue for
both governments.

Afghan delegation greatly appre-
ciated the invitation and arrang-
ing the stakeholders meeting,
giving the opportunity to discuss
bilateral trade between the two
neighbours. Afghan businessmen
shown dejection on high level visa
rejection despite providing all rel-
evant documents, they mentioned

that from traders, investment
documents are sought which is un-
called for. This has affected ‘par-
choun business’ (general trading)
significantly as visas are alloted
to businesses if they have invest-
ments, discouraging handpicked
trading / small businesses which
was highly significant and now it is
drifted to Iran and China. Another
significant complaint was of slow
processing at Karachi for GDs
which previously took a day or 2
but now 5-6 days on minimum,
leading to increased time and
cost of doing business as delayed
returns are affected by detention
and demurrage charged further
aggravated by rising fuel prices
and dollar parity. TAD and Cross
stuffing rules were already noti-
fied after persistence by PAJCCI

but still not put in effect. Pakistan
businesses raised concerns about
PVC exports, turkey and Iran are
still using this corridor for their
PVC sector whereas Pakistan is
not given preference. Collector
Peshawar, assured his support in
resolving the issues promptly.
The house jointly agreed that
bilateral efforts are required in-
cluding visa facilitation, 24 hours
border operations, mutually agreed
future procedures & rules to ensure
trade continues.

Participants appreciated PAJCCI’s
initiative of conducting these ses-
sions, witness on the ground ac-
tivities and issues being faced by
business community and bring to
notice of all concerned. The event
was organized and facilitated by The
Catalyst; event partner of PAJCCI.

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s Foreign
Minister Jeyhun Bayramov
and his Russian counter-
part, Sergey Lavrov, dis-
cussed the ongoing situa-
tion in the Lachin Corridor
during a telephone call
Tuesday, according to the
Azerbaijan foreign ministry.
Bayramov and Lavrov dis-
cussed Dbilateral issues,
measures to ensure peace
and stability in the region
and the current situation
around the Lachin Corridor,
it said in a statement.
Bayramov noted that contra-
ry to the tripartite declara-
tion, protesters’ demands to
stop illegal economic activi-
ties and illegal use of the La-
chin road in the territory of
Azerbaijan, where Russian
peacekeepers are stationed,
have still not been fulfilled.
He said allegations regard-
ing the blockade and the
humanitarian situation have
no basis.

Since Dec. 12, Azerbaija-
ni ecologists representing
nongovernmental organiza-
tions had been protesting
Armenia’s illegal exploita-
tion of natural resources in
the Karabakh region, where
Russian peacekeepers have
been stationed since the
end of the fall 2020 conflict
and a January 2021 pact
with Azerbaijan and Arme-
nia..—DNA

EU
delegation
visits Gaza

to assess
humanitarian

situation

GAZA CITY: A European
delegation arrived in the
Gaza Strip on Wednesday
to assess the humanitarian
situation in the blockaded
territory.

“A delegation of 22 ambas-
sadors and representatives
of European Union coun-
tries arrived in Gaza on
Wednesday morning,” Shadi
Othman, a communication
officer at the European Un-
ion office, told Anadolu.
The “visit comes to view
the humanitarian situation
in Gaza and to visit projects
funded by the European Un-
ion,” he added.

According to Othman, the
delegation will hold meet-
ings with the Egyptian mis-
sion in Gaza as well as Pal-
estinian civil society figures.
The delegation crossed
into Gaza through the Beit
Hanoun-Erez crossing and
visited an UN Relief and
Works Agency (UNRWA)
run school there upon arriv-
al, according to an Anadolu
reporter. Home to nearly
2.3 million Palestinians, the
Gaza Strip has been reeling
under a yearslong Israeli
blockade since 2007, badly
affecting livelihood in the
enclave.—APP

Muslim
American
group calls
for systemic
reform

NEW YORK: Muslim groups
in the US are calling for sys-
temic law enforcement re-
form at the local, state, and
federal level after the police
killing of another Black
American man, 29-year-old
Tyre Nichols, on Jan. 7.

The US Council of Muslim
Organizations (USCMO) re-
leased a written statement
on Tuesday stating that
they welcomed the Mem-
phis police department and
local prosecutors’ relatively
quick action to dismiss and
charge the perpetrating po-
lice officers. “Again, anoth-
er helpless victim was killed
while surrounded by heavily
armed men, pleading for
mercy and calling out to
his mother - whose home,
was less than one hundred
yards away. Again, a group
of rogue police officers, af-
ter a pretextual traffic stop,
dragged a man from his car,
and delivered brutal blows,
boot kicks, and punches to
his body,” the statement
said. “A militarized police
officers has beaten to
death yet another unwell
man (Tyre suffered from
Crohn’s disease that had
reduced his six feet three
frame to an emaciated
hundred and forty-five
pounds), and in the crucial
time afterward did not de-
liver care to him for more
than twenty minutes,”
it added. The statement
stressed that all sectors of
society seek rigorous leg-
islative reforms by limiting
law enforcement at the lo-
cal and federal levels.—APP
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NAunderlines
need of unity
to defeat
terrorism

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The House,
on the second consecutive
day on Wednesday, resumed
discussion on recent inci-
dents of terrorism, particu-
larly in Peshawar. Taking
part in the debate, Opposi-
tion Leader in the National
Assembly Raja Riaz called
for unity to defeat terrorism.
He assured the armed forces
and other law enforcement
agencies that the entire na-
tion is standing behind them
to curb terrorism from the
country. Criticizing the poli-
cies of the past, he said we
should come out of the no-
tion of good or bad Taliban.
He said the theory of good
or bad Taliban has proved as
wrong. He said that the de-
cision to bring terrorist ele-
ments from Afghanistan and
let them settle in Pakistan
was also wrong. Comment-
ing on the misappropriation
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
last ten years, Raja Riaz said
that 414 billion rupees were
given to the provincial gov-
ernment during the last dec-
ade with an average of 40
billion rupees per annum.
He said unfortunately,
the previous rulers of the
province received hefty
amounts, but they did not
bother to install close cir-
cuit TV cameras to make
Peshawar a “Safe City.” He
opined that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa could have been
better equipped to avert
terrorist incidents in the
province, had that money
was not plundered.

Ukraine raids
home of

billionaire

AGENCIES

KYIV:  Security services
searched the home of one of
Ukraine’s most prominent
billionaires on Wednesday,
moving against a figure once
seen as President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy’s sponsor in what
the authorities called a war-
time anti-corruption purge.
The action, days before a
summit with the European
Union, appears to reflect
determination by Kyiv to
demonstrate that it can be
a steward of billions of dol-
lars in Western aid and shed
a reputation as one of the
world’s most corrupt states.
It came as Kyiv has secured
huge pledges of weapons
from the West in recent
weeks offering new capabili-
ties - the latest expected this
week to include rockets from
the United States that would
nearly double the firing
range of Ukrainian forces.
Photographs circulating
on social media appeared
to show Ihor Kolomoiskiy
dressed in a sweatsuit and
looking on in the presence
of an SBU security service
officer at his home.

The SBU said it had un-
covered the embezzlement
of more than $1 billion at
Ukraine’s biggest oil compa-
ny, Ukrnafta, and its biggest
refiner, Ukrtatnafta. Kolo-
moiskiy, who has long de-
nied wrongdoing, once held
stakes in both firms, which
Zelenskiy ordered seized
by the state in November
under martial law.

Cold wave
to grip most
parts of
country: PMD

ISLAMABAD: Cold wave
will continue gripping most
parts of the country during
the next 24 hours, accord-
ing to the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department (PMD).
According to the synoptic
situation, continental air
was prevailing over most
parts of the country. “Cold
and dry weather is expect-
ed in most parts while very
cold in north Balochistan
and upper parts of the coun-
try”, the met office said.
Light rain/light snowfall
over the hills is expected
at isolated places in up-
per Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Kashmir and Gilgit Balti-
stan. Fog is likely to occur
over plain areas of Punjab
during night and morning
hours. During the last 24
hours, cold and dry weath-
er prevailed in most parts
of the country. While very
cold in the upper parts and
north Balochistan. - APP

Palestinian envoy calls
for two-state solution

The Palestinian ambassador sincerely thanks the people of and
successive Pakistani governments for their steadfast support

ISLAMABAD: The Palestinian ambassador to Pakistan,
Ahmed Jawad Rabie, said that implementing UN Resolu-

tion 181 — which provides for a two-state solution to the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict — was the only way forward
to resolve the long-running intra-Arab conflict.
tinians and Israeli Jews. During an exclusive interview
the Palestinian ambassador said that the UN and world
powers in general facilitated the emergence of Israel out
of nowhere in 1948 (under Resolution 181) but left the
Palestinians in a quandary just to face fodder. The Israe-
li artillery and bombardment, which has left tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians dead and hundreds of thousands
injured over the past seventy-five years or so.

He said that the Israeli forces continue to kill Palestini-
ans in the occupied West Bank with impunity, and that the
world is looking forward without doing anything to stop
the bloodshed of innocent Palestinians, including children
and women. Almost daily, Rabie said, Israeli forces raid
homes, apartment complexes, streets and villages to hunt
down and kill unarmed Palestinians, who have few weap-
ons to confront the powerful and armed Israeli forces.

He said that Israeli forces have set up 700 checkpoints in
the occupied territories, including the West Bank. He said
Israeli forces have 12 checkpoints between Hebron and Be-
itlum, just 12 kilometers away. As well as between all cities
“From this point of view, you can understand

and villages.

Pales-

T

how the Palestinians live in a completely suffocating and suf-
focating environment,” Rabih said. The Palestinian ambas-
sador said that the world, especially the United States and
other world powers, claim to work for a two-state solution,
but, in practice, they have failed to rein in Israel, which con-
tinues to seize more Palestinian lands. and implementation

of settlements.

“Israel, through these illegal settlements,

wants to change the demographics (of Palestine), and they

are working on the plan with the world watching as a specta-
tor. He said that the Israelis even uprooted trees in the Pal-
estinian territories and uprooted three million olive trees.
He said that Israel is working on a plan to expel the Pales-
tinians from their lands. The ambassador said the Palestini-
ans want their own independent state and have pushed the
issue in the internal forum, including at the United Nations
and the International Court of Justice. He said that Al-Agsa
Mosque is under continuous Israeli occupation and allows
Muslims to pray in the Grand Mosque with difficulty and
harassment and attempts to divide Al-Agsa Mosque.

He said that Western and other countries are talking about
resolving the Palestinian issue, but in practice they have
done nothing to establish an independent Palestinian state
according to the resolutions of international legitimacy, the
Security Council and the United Nations. He said that Tel
Aviv has been under Israeli occupation since 1948 and Jeru-
salem since 1967 and that more and more Palestinian lands
are being illegally occupied. The Palestinian ambassador
expressed his sincere thanks to the Pakistani people and
successive Pakistani governments for their unwavering sup-
port for the Palestinian cause, noting that the Palestinians
always go to Pakistan when they are in deep trouble.

— Courtesy Worldech.net

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABD: The President of the Kyrgyz
Republic Sadyr Zhaparov is likely to visit
from Pakistan in the first half of this year.
Ulanbek Totuiaev Ambassador of Kyr-
gyzstan announced this during his meeting
with the met with the Prime Minister of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Shehbaz
Sharif. He added, during the meeting, the
parties considered a wide range of topical
issues of Kyrgyz-Pakistani bilateral cooper-
ation, paying special attention to qualita-
tive organizing upcoming visits and events
at the highest and high levels, strength-
ening military-technical, trade-economic
and cultural-humanitarian
between the two countries, as well as the
implementation of important regional pro-
jects, such as CASA-1000. Ulanbek Totui-
aev informed the Pakistani side about the
interest of the Kyrgyz Republic in the com-
prehensive development of interstate co-
operation and proposed to intensify work
on political contacts, increase the volume
of mutual trade, intensify investment co-
operation and establish effective logistics
routes between Central and South Asia.

cooperation |

Kyrgyz president
to visit Pakistan

Both sides agreed to further cement bilateral relations

/

Punjab polls:
Governor asks
ECP to consult

stakeholders

“The Election Commission
will play its role on the issue of
polls date”, Punjab Governor
said, mentzonmg that he
had written a letter to the
electoral body in this regard

LAHORE: Punjab Governor Baligh-urRehman
has asked the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to consult stakeholders for a date to hold
elections across the province, citing economic
and security issues in the country, media re-
ported on Wednesday. According to details, the
Punjab Governor penned down a letter to the
electoral watchdog, asking the body to consult
stakeholders for a date to hold elections across
the province. In the letter, Baligh-urRehman
noted that the Punjab Assembly (PA) was dis-
solved according to the Constitution and Law.
Referring to holding polls across the province,
he said, the country was currently witnessing
economic and security issues. In separate let-
ters to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) former
Parliamentary leader Usman Buzdar and PA
Speaker Sibtain Khan, the governor assured
that his office would fulfill the constitutional
requirements and responsibilities. “The Elec-
tion Commission will play its role on the
issue of polls date”, Punjab Governor said,
mentioning that he had written a letter to
the electoral body in this regard. - DNA

Indonesia envoy woos
Pakistan businessmen

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Indonesian Ambassador,
H.E Mr. Adam M. Tugio, paid a visit to Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI) on Wednesday and had a discus-
sion with Acting President ICCI Mr. Faad
Waheed and executive members of ICCI.
The meeting discussed ways to explore new
avenues of collaboration between the Indo-
nesian and Pakistani business communities
for mutually beneficial trade transactions.
Ambassador Tugio encouraged Pakistani
business delegation to visit Indonesia to
make personal observations on its potential
for international trade and investment.

He added that Indonesia and Pakistan
share a rich history of friendship and mu-
tual cooperation and the visit by the ICCI
would further strengthen B2B relations be-
tween the two brotherly countries. Ambas-
sador Tugio emphasized the significance of

utilizing the existing Indonesia-Pakistan
Preferential Trade Agreement and working
towards establishing a Free Trade Agree-
ment between two countries.

The envoy also highlighted the importance
of ASEAN market and stated that Indonesia
offers an ideal platform for Pakistani busi-
nesses to access ASEAN market of over 650
million consumers due to its strategic loca-
tion and well-established trade and invest-
ment ties with the ASEAN region. “We are
eager to showcase the tremendous invest-
ment opportunities Indonesia has to offer
and I am confident that the visit to Jakarta
will result in significant trade and investment
deals between business community of both
nations”, he said. The envoy also mentioned
the interest of the business community of
Indonesia to invest in Special Economic
Zones in Pakistan noting the improved
infrastructure of CPEC and some are ac-
tively pursuing cooperation agreements
with companies in Sialkot and Karachi.

The petitioner had
named IGP Islamabad
and SHO Aabpara Police
Station. Sheikh Rasheed
appeared before the
court along with his legal
team. The petitioner said
that the police had no
authority to serve such
notice prior to filing of a
First Information Report

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday suspended the sum-
mon notice of Islamabad police against
Awami Muslim League leader Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed and served notices to the
respondents for comments. Justice Tariq

IHC suspends police
notice against Rasheed

Mehmood Jahangiri heard the case filed
through the lawyers Naeem Haider Panju-
tha and Intizar Hussain Panjutha.

The petitioner had named IGP Islamabad
and SHO Aabpara Police Station. Sheikh
Rasheed appeared before the court along
with his legal team. The petitioner said that
the police had no authority to serve such
notice prior to filing of a First Information
Report. He prayed the court to turn down
the police notice and stopped the police
from allegedly harassing him.

The lawyer read out the police notice and
application for registration of FIR. The
court questioned that how an application
could be filed on the name of SSP Op-
erations and instead, it should be in the
name of SHO. The court asked the lawyer
to read out the Section-60 of Criminal
Code. The lawyer said that notice could be
served if an FIR was registered against his
client. The court adjourned further hear-
ing of the case till Monday. - APP

‘Abhasi tenders resignation to give space to Maryam’
Shahid Khagan Abbasi had said that if slot is given to Maryam Nawaz
then he and senior leaders of party would move back, he added

Ahsan sees digital
PSDP important step

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Igbal said
on Wednesday digital Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) would be
an important step towards establishing digital Pakistan and ensuring transpar-
ency. Speaking to a session on digital PSDP, he said Planning Commission per-
forma PC-1 [a planning tool for the development and execution of any projects in
the government departments] for every project carried out under the umbrella
of the PSDP would be available on the commission’s website for inspection. “An
accountability office is also being established in the ministry to curb corruption
in the development budget”, he added. The whole nation, he said, needed to act
as a team to get out of the present economic crisis. — DNA

ISLAMABAD Former Finance Minister
(FM) Miftah Ismail has said Shahid Khagan
Abbasi has tendered resignation as senior vice
president of PML-N to give space to Maryam

Nawaz. “what agreement I had made with
IMF was broken by Ishaq Dar. We have been
injured by our own dagger, he said this while
talking to a private TV channel here Wednes-
day. He went on to say “Shahid Khagan Abba-
si had talked to Nawaz Sharif three years back
and had said if the key of the party is given to
Maryam Nawaz then he would resign.

Shahid Khagan Abbasi had said that if slot is

given to Maryam Nawaz then he and senior
leaders of party would move back, he added.
Shahid Khagan Abbasi is senior politicianof
the party, he said adding now Maryam
Nawaz has become senior. Abbasi pre-
ferred to remain silent and he moved aside.
Abbasi said he would remain with party.
What rumors are circulating in this regard

have no substance. What agreement I had
made with IMF, ISHAQ Dar broke it, he re-
marked. It is as if we have got injured with
our own dragger. When any FM enters into
agreement with IMF, the other breaks it.
IMF has to see credibility with Pakistan.

He underlined when Pervez Musharraf quit
the slot then PPP kept on leveling allega-

tion against him. When PML-N came into
power its allegation was the same what PPP
had leveled. Ministers and bureaucrats
are good but the mode of governance is
not good. He observed removing the min-
isters from their slots is prerogative of
head of the party. We have no way other
than resorting to IMF. The repayment of
our loan is only possible through IMF.

He said IMF tranches are not important but
staying in IMF program is important. We are
under the burden of loans since the last 30
years. He underscored IMF has set harsh
conditions. We will have to hike the power
tariff. The condition of scaling up electricity
tariff is embarrassing for government. The
prospects for dip in inflation look remote due
to inflation. We are going to IMF even after
45 years too. He indicated that Qatar, UAE,
UN and Asian Development Bank talked of
making investment in Pakistan. Pakistan
repays loan by obtaining loan, he held. Our
mode of governance is bad since last 30
years. No one talks on women, children,
economy, health, education, inflation and un-
employment, he underlined. - Online

Haley, once
Trump’s
envoy, to take
himonin2024

AGENCIES

WASHINGTON: Former
South Carolina Governor
Nikki Haley will launch her
candidacy for the 2024 Re-
publican presidential nomi-
nation on Feb. 15, squaring
off against her one-time
boss, former President
Donald Trump, according
to a source familiar with her
plans. Haley is expected to
release details about her
White House bid in an invi-
tation to supporters later on
Wednesday, according to lo-
cal news outlet The Post and
Courier, which first reported
the planned announcement.
The daughter of two Indian im-
migrants who ran a successful
clothing store in a rural part of
the state, Haley has gained a
reputation in the Republican
Party for her ability to address
issues of gender and race in
a more credible fashion than
many of her peers. She has
also pitched herself as a stal-
wart defender of American in-
terests abroad, having served
as U.S. ambassador to the
United Nations under Trump
from 2017 to 2018.

Gold price
surges as
inflation hits
record high

DNA

KARACHI: Gold price in
Pakistan rebounded Wednes-
day to resume its stellar run
after record-high January in-
flation spurred a fresh rush
towards the safe-haven asset,
as the precious metal is the
investment of choice during
economic uncertainty.

Data released by the
All-Pakistan Sarafa Gems
and Jewellers Association
(APSGJA) showed that the
price of gold (24 carats) in-
creased by Rs3,500 per tola
and Rs3,000 per 10 grams
to settle at Rs205,000 and
Rs175,754, respectively.

On Tuesday, gold price
registered its highest sin-
gle-day drop as the rupee
slightly recovered against
the US dollar and investors
also kept a close watch on
the US Federal Reserve’s
interest rate hike decision
and policy outlook.

China
expresses

solidarity

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China is
deeply shocked by and
strongly condemns a deadly
attack at a mosque in Pa-
kistan’s northwest Pesha-
war city, Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Mao Ning
said. “We express our deep
condolences for the loss of
life in the attack and extend
sympathies to the injured
and the bereaved families,”
Mao told a press briefing
in Chinese capital Beijing,
Gwadar Pro reported.

She said China firmly oppos-
es terrorism in any form and
firmly supports Pakistan’s
efforts in fighting terrorism,
defending national stability,
and protecting people’s lives.
Meanwhile, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Pakistan separately
issued a statement to de-
nounce the terrorist attack.
Embassy of China strongly
condemns the terrorist attack
at the mosque in Peshawar.

Ukraine allies
under pressure
to send
warplanes

PARIS: Western countries
have only just approved
sending battle tanks to
Ukraine, but Kyiv is already
requesting F-16 warplanes
to help repel the Russian
invasion. While the United
States has for now ruled that
out, a few European nations
appear more open to the
idea. US President Joe Biden
on Monday appeared to draw
the line on supplying Ameri-
can fighter jets to Kyiv.
“No,” he said when asked by
reporters at the White House
if he was in favour, though
the next day he said he would
talk to his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Volodymyr Zelensky
about his latest requests for
advanced weaponry. In the
early months of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine, Kyiv's
partners were reluctant to
provide too much military
aid, eager to avoid a more
direct confrontation between
the West and Russia. - APP
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