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Historic trade
delegation visit
to open chances

PM launches mobile
schools to promote
child literacy in Pak

German envoy
lauds poverty
reduction steps
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ISLAMABAILY: In a refef for §
Lhe
the

creasing the |

price of peteol by Rs5 per |

fitre to R=267 per litme for §

the next fartnight, In a press
r

) Disr ssid that the price

sl wioold be maie- |
tained at Ks280 per litre till
the next revi camwhile,

statement |
imance ]’hn—

Siraj accuses |

ECPof |M

aiding govt

SHAMIM SHAHID

CHARSADAA: Jamantets |
lami (1)
emir Sirajul

on  Tuesday

the Election

- Commission
Pakistan {ECP} for joi
hands with the coal-

ahout the electoral watch
dog, MrHag stated
ECP had failed to perform |
its duthes and responsabilt §
ties, and that the Supreme |
Court had filed a petition |
ta have the ECP perform |
those duties. urged the |
apex court nEounce |
all the elections together.
MrHlan stammed his po |
cal opponents, saying, |

oth PDM and PTI are |

He chimed the |
M and FTI were the |
shaves of IMF. Mr Hag la-
belled his opponests as |
“political terroriste.”

Rana slams
‘attack’ on j
complex |

STarF REPORT
SAHIWAL:

Interior Minster |
Rana Sim.ul

government |
woukd  take |
aclin agnst

L
ng the jdiciry's
dignity during FT1 Chairman
Imran Khan's appesrance in
I lamabad courts, In a press |
romce akiegzade PML §
ers Arma Bukhari and |
Talal Chaudhry,
ter said that

o
reduction initiatives
Page

15 Embassy warks
1o counter the
tralficking in persons
— Page 03
Alvi for jont
ellorts to prevent
mental dizorders
— Page

Housewives
are happier
— Page 05
Combaxy-Roshan
Khan Team
Squash staris
g 06

cos suppart
vignty

Blinken v
for &

| Tueeday reserved th
| notice taken orer the

3 a :
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¥ lisve: ausintca) ap Hircughout the: Risrina:
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| ISLAMARATY:

| murder apd probibited fi
{ g

| the hesrirg refated to Toshikh

o
1 PTI chief in the T---h.-l.l\an.l case af

Election suo motu

SC set to

announce _

verdict

After political parties fail to reach
consensus, the five member
bench has reserved the verdict

Court REPORTER
ISLAMARALE The Sapreme Court of Paki
diet in the
“lection date of |
Pakhtunkhaa (KP} and Punjab, with th

sy -’\\"ﬂﬁu

headed by Cl

and camprising Justice Munib Akhtar,

of Juatice Umar At Bands

Muohammad Ali Mazhar, Justice

Elsan

¥ 1 Toesdsy.
wyers whio

i whien will we be back [t an
he verdict],” the CIP said after the

Continued on Page 06

Justice Isa
shows anger
over benches’
reshuffling

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAT: Casting doubts on the
of the ini
procedure, Supreme Court of Paki-
stan (SCP) judge Justice QaziFaez
Ien Tuesday refused tw hear the
scheduled cases after the registrar
shaok up the benches without keep-
ing the concerned judges and other
atakeholders in the loop. The reg-
istrar reshuffled the benches and
replaced Justice Hasan Rizvi with
another judge after which Justice
Isa and Justice YahyaAlridi raised
objections to the allocation of cases.
The judges questioned the procedure
of nssigning cascs in the top court.
During the hearing, the court also

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan secures
bail in three cases

Non-bailable arrest warrant in the
Toshakhana case quashed by THC

STAFF REPORT

Pakistan
TehreekeInsal (FTT) Clar
ma Imnran Ksan on Toesday
secured nterim bail in three
cuses — including attempted

i — while # nonbailible arrest waran
s issued aygtinst bang in the Toshalthana cuse
by & district and sesshons court i Tslomabad.

3 . the FTI chairman ap-
pe re the banking court, antiterrorism
court and the sessiors court 2t the Jodiesl
Comples in [sbmabad. He, however, shipped

5

FT1 chief Khan secured interim bail from the

: Islamabad High Coart (IHC) in the attempt

{ ed murder case, THC's Justice Aamer Faroog
granted Bhan inlenm March U agaims
tety honds warth Rs1040,000. As Imran Khan
udicial complex in the federal
pital, 5 large number of PT] workers entered
the bailding by knocking #s gate down. Eard
era district and sessions court m I:IalmeI
msued A non-ba

inst '||||||

Continued on Page 06

Sharif, Zardari
trying to delay
polls: Fawad

Suvaaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: PT1 keader FawadChadubry
suid on Toesday that the Sharil family
and PPP's “Zardari group’ ar following
in former military ruler General (retd)
ZiaulHeg's footsteps as they are “trying to
delay the elections in the country™. “They
|Sharif and Zardari familivs] have proved
themsetves s the ssceessor of Genaral
ZiaulHag who imposed martial lww in
the country anel postpaned the elections
for nine years” he said while speak-
ing o the medin outside the Supreme
Court, He made these remarks following
the hearing of the snomotu case regard-
ing delay in the mnnouncement of the
date of provincial assembles’ elections
in Punjab and  Khyber Pakbiunkhws

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif being welcomed by students
at the inauguration of “School on Wheels” project. — DNA

Taliban
forces kill
top ISKP
commanders
One of the
killed terrorists
was Qari Fateh

DNA

KABUL: Afghan Taliban said
that their securty forces
Killed two key Dassh or ls
lamic State Klorssan Prov-
ince (ISKP) commanders in
an avernight cousterterror
ism raid against their hide
aul in the capital, Kabul, A%

schools

Kiavam Annas

ISLAMABAL: Prin
Sharil on
“utare builders of the nation'
government

ties to them. Add:

Minister Shehbaz
wesday terming children the
said the
I pravide maximum ed

PM launches mobile

to promote

child literacy in Pak

In the first phase, the mobile schools
will provide primary-level education

Lauds ADB’s
financing across
key sectors

ghan Taliban spokesper
Zabihullah Mujhid =aid in
a statement that the intelli
gence force conducted an o
eration on Daesh 4
in K v, killing two hey
the group and
other one,

killed terromsts

chool an wheels',

phase, the mb

el edu

g areas.

The buses have

mobile schools under the
he said the
ase the literacy rte in

consisting of u.u.l.l buses will provide p.
tion to the children of

e cquipped with

Mannoor ARsar

ISLAMABALE The Asian Development
Bank has expressed ils readiness to
comtinue working closely with Pakistan
in addressing its cconomic challenges.
The commitment was expressed by o
delegation of Executive Directors of
the Asian Development Bank of Chi-

i Sl A o Picture on Back Puge

a former minister of war of | LCI®, to create an effective teaching = -

the |5Khomsan provinee,” | A0 learning environment, Shebbaz na, Japan ond South Korea, which

said  Zabibubish  Mujahid. Sharif said the government would in-  called on Prime Minister Muhammad
crease the number of buses and expand  Shehbaz Sharil in lslamobad Loday.

\ Continwed on Page 08 the project to the rest of the country  The  delegation  expressed  satisfoc

and Azad Kashmie
| asfaction that the
stream the child
faced the um:
cational facilit

pL

Moody’s
slashes Pak

He expressed sst-
ect would mai
in rural areas who
ilahility of modern edu-

tion over government’s efforts in
addressing big challenge of devas-
tation caused by the recent floods.
Speaking on the occasion, the Prime
Minisier expressed gratitude for ADB.

credit rating

News DEsK
SINGAPORE:

vestars  Se
shished  Pakistan's
elgn credit rting to ‘Caad
i talks with

“Foreign agent” was
appealing to the banking

Marriyum blasts Khan
over lame excuses

granting

chiarges

na case,

ing that g ; are to be framed
the worseniag liquadity st court for granting bail  against kim, yet he
aatian d“rlnl vefused to appear
ratsing default iz She sad il Tmean
1 DNA Khan fails to ap.

ISLAMABAD, Minister for
amd  Broadensting Marryum A
on Tuesday castigated Pakistan T
Ingal Chalrean Imran Khan for
excuses for not appearing in court
In @ statement,

lo secure a §1 hil-
lion loan, which has been
pending  snce
FEAT  oVEr po
It is part of 3 stalled $6.5
billion  bailoal  package,
originally approved in 2009,

whereabouts but he erntinued b
Marriyum ssid that the * f
wis appealing to the ba

Continued on Page 06

Infarmatin

the minister sid that
the courts continue asking aboul lmran's

2 lelrl fnr

pear in  couwrts
Ih. should be a
that his

svurt with his |I1||Rh‘.rr on dnily basis, why
Insran Khan could nol appear with Bushra
and Farah G She said Imean Khan

Continued on Page 06

Russia open to talks, but will keep annexed regions

Dmitry Peskov says Russia would never renounce its claims to four
Ukrainian regions that Moscow declared it had annexed last year

CENTRELINE REPORT

\-](?'aU)'I" The Kremlin on Toesday re

end the Ukraine conflict, but that new *tes

Russians tighten noose

on Ukraine's Bakhmut

toril
m

realities” could nat be ignored. Kremlin ,p.,uf
P

|m|mn:r1 Teati =
Russim llmLI.lum'll it had anmexed the Donetsk,
Kherson and Zaporizhehia rej
\-mhcl in-a grand ceremony in Moscow, The
5 wore subsequently named as constituent
subgects of the Fusson Federation i a constity
tiomal decree. Pedkor saxd Rus
tiativns i Kyiv accepted Moseo

KYIV: Russian forces on Tuesday pressed for
wird their weeksdong drive 1o encirche amd
capture the eastern Ukraindan city of Balkhmut
where the commander of Ukraine's grosnd
forces described the situation as "extremely
tense”, Capturing Hakhmut, scene of same of
the war's bloodiest battles, would be Russia’s
first major prize in more than six months and
open the way for taking the last remaining ar-
ban centres in the Donetsk region, one of four
Moscow claims to have annexed in its “special
military operation” in Ukraine, Ukraine does
not publicly claim responsibility for attacks
inside Russia. If it was behind the Kolomna in
cident, it would be its closest attempted drone
strike to the Russian capital since Russia in
vaded Ukraine just over a year ago.

Earlier, Russia’s defence ministry also nceused
Ukraine of launching two attempted drome at-
tacks against two southern Russian reglons
overnight but sald they cavsed no damage,
Around Bakhmut, Russian troops, inchoding
mercenary fighters from the Wagner Groap,
are trylng to cut the Ukeainiin defenders’ sugp-
Py lines and force them to survender or with-
draw. "Deapite significant losses, the enemy
threw in the most prepared assault units of
Wagner, who are trying to break through the
defences of our troops and surrounsd the city,”
Ukraine's Colonel General (Meksandr Syrakyi
said in A statement. An unnamed soldier from
Ukraine's 9%rd Separate Mechanised Brigade,

Continuel on Page 06

regions. “With a favourable state of affairs and the
appropriate attstude from the Tk ans, Lhis can
be resalved 4t the negatiating table. Bul the main
thing is to a T e said,

Russian President Viadimir Putin instructe
VSE security servics on Tuesday to balste
four regioms - currently os 3
tled by his forces - and alse to counter what
thed a5 growing espionage and sbotage
apainet Russia by Ukrnine and the West
He was speaking after a Hussian regional governor
said a drone bad crashed oear o natural gas dis
tribution station on Tuesday in an apparent fadled
mna, just 110 km (68

el the.

nat fully contrr
cow says L i figh
eim from the control of U

and the =ay this is a based
an illegal landg
muast l=ave every inch of its

four annexed regions and the Crimean peninsul,
which Moscow undaterally annexed from Ukraine
in 2014, hefore a peace plan can be discossed,

regians, and M
ate”
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Speaker
nil Assembly said
that there is no possibil
ity of Pakistan's default
and the current economic
erisis would be overcome
sonn to make Pakistan a
strong economy. He said
that he has talked 1o the
finance minister  sbout
LCs issue and this issue
would be resolved soon
ta facilitate the business

communil Lmport
essential manufscluring
items. He said that busi-

ness cammunity is play
ing key raole in the econ
omy and the government
should  consult  them
while making business
and economic  policies,
He said that he would

ISLAMABAD: Ch:equeat Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf in a gmnp photo with award receivers at ICCI Business

Role Models Awards, Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawa

President, Faad Waheed Senior Vice President, Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar Vice President

TCCT, Khalid Igbal Malik, Zafar Bakhtawari, Ejaz Abbasi and others are also seen, DNA

sapport ICCI
tion in LDA Board and If
ow, he would in-
[Lt] members (o the
gs of NA standing

e

.
the busi
ness leaders should play
mole to develop national
and harmany
division in soc i
good for the co ¥

expressed  these views
while addressing as Chief
Guest at “ICC] Business
Role  Models  Awards®
ceremany  al Chamber

awards to the business
Ieaders and congratulat
ed them for their achieve-
ments.

Speaking at the secasion,
Ahsan Zafar ﬂal.htnvaazl.
President, il
Chamber of Comme:
Industry (LCCT)

in the develapment
the federal capital and

ICCL should be  given
representation in CDA
to help resolve their key
issues. more effectively,
said that 10C1 should
wited to the business
related standing con

tees of Nati

& Kevenue, Commerce,
Board of Investment, In.
dustries & Production
Committees. He said that
1CCH is ready to bring al
political parties on one
patform to develop con
s on @ charter of
© in order o en-
sure long-term econom
that should
disturbed wit
of gave

be
change
ment and said thot Raja

nat

the

Pervaiz Ashraf should
support ICCl in these
. He said thal busi

‘lnm to resabve their i
nd the purpose of

m’zamz ng [CCI Business

I!n.l: Model Award is to

German envoy visits SRSO to
learn about poverty reduction

The delegation also met with rural community representatives and beneficiaries
of SRSO’s programs, including Malteser International Cash Grants, the German delegation ap-
preciated SRS0's work aligned with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals.

the organization and its

DNA poverty reduction initi-
atives supported by the
KARACHI: German ament of Siadh

Ambassador to Pakistan  The Chief cativ

H-E Mr Alfred Grampas Officer  (CED), Mu

and his Embassy team hammad Dital Kalhors
dhared his organizs

mcluding Depuly Coun- 1
Karachi, A approach and highlight-
] ed interventions made

terms of service delivery
to the poarest rural pop
ulation

threugh  social

paverty,

employmen
sig i

caviranment,
sucial security, sheller,

it &

hood bt

tricts of Sindh. [t is perts
nent o mention here that
the SRS0 is also involved
in disaster response and

ba-
alza

the local communities helped in achieving the recovery efforts in part
by socially and cconcm-  ob; and  targets  nership with Malteser In
ically emabling them to  of universally accepl: termational and ADH.
bmprove their Liv ed  Sustainsble Devel The German deleg
and incresse their earn-  opment Goals(SDP) of  tion approciated SRS0's
ings through Income which istan was 0

work aligned with the
i/

at the community level Generating Grants  signatory. ted Nations' Sustain

andh Rural Support  fer (inancial, social, and {16 and Community  The delegation also mel able Development Goals.

{SR50),  economic em e Fund as was gives as an  with  rural  communi-  Earlier, the delegation

\‘lllnurl-lma said & press. of rural  communities interestdrec loan under iy representativ and  was decerated with Ger-
release issued here om  through small entrepre- . this program. He said beneficiaries of SRSO's  man-made Ajrak by o

Tuesday. meurship with = wom- (¥ Reduction Program  thal the programme was programs, including Mal zn. The meeting

.-!c ording o SRS0 ended housebold-based (UCBPRF) of the Gove  not only focused on so-  teser Intecnational Cassh  concluded with the dis-

espErsom, Jamil  approsch. ernment of Sindh, Mr  cial sector improvement  Grontz, He further said  tribution of hygiene kits

Ahmud the aim of his  Talked about, the Unien  Kzlhoro told that UCE. by ditectly addressing  that it achicvod grest suc-  to promete good health

visit was to learn about  Couoncil-Hased Pover. PRP waz a symbol in i tors of health, cess in the targeted dis-  and hygicne.

SCCI urges banks to
promote activities
in merged districts

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of Commerce und Indusiry

Ilmsudeul “ulummull Ishag called upon the Luu'lm.xlal

ional Head of the National Bank \lf'l"l'klﬁhn.
amd Chiel Manager NBP Saif ul Geer Khan
Alridi durmg a meeting hedd here al the Chamber Hoase
on Tisesday =aid role of banking sector is vital in boosting
ap trade and economic activities as well as indstrial
tion in mew industrial estates in merged tribal distric
Khyber Palhivakiswa, He called for prosctive measures by
commercil banks for provision of all faeilities to the busk
ne=s commumity and svailability of Joans on exsy terms and
conditions to promote small and medium and large-scale
busmess and industries m the province. The SCCI vice
president Ejae Khan Afridi and Secretary General of the
chamber Sajjad A2z also present during the meeting. Ishay
apprized the government is taking measures for promotion
of economic, trade and industrial activities m morged dis-
tricts of KI. He, however, stressed that commercial banks
should provide facilities to investors under answindow op-
eratson m tribal and setfled areas of the province, - APP

trict ndministration is taking all pos-
sible measures for public welfare; 26
price magistrates ate working in the
dlistrict o control seltinflation, who
conducted 16,000 inspections in Feb
ry and collected about 1.6 million
pees in terms of fined and arrest
\-u 188 people, While addressing a
crowded press conference st the DC
Office, Attock. he said all possible
measures are alsa being taken to st
bilize the prices of poaltry and action
I being taken ngainst lkegal housing
societies and those who have been
rabbing the commen people,
The DC said the re'frrn] system
would be

T

ra while the post of chief officer in
TMA, Hazro would be filled soon,
“Day after day, 1 will go to every te-
hiil and hold an opes court so that
peaple’s prablems could be sohved at
their doorstep.” le said there were
currently 11403 teaching staff posts
in government schools acroes the dis-
trict, out of wt 2,866 posts were
laying vacant and recruitment wauld
be started after the election.

He aid that steps were being tak-
en b increase the b f Attock

district and instructions. have been

o
cha \ih\lu. e
o m.- DC said
written to the loc
the

anding to & que-
letter would be

District admin taking all
measures for public welfare

the problems of THO Haspital, Haz

in the vacant seat of TMA Hazro and
the cleaning of the drain on Gondal
Road would be ensured. A special
cleanlog campaign bas been start-
e across the district in which all
government, semigovernment and
private organizations are playing
a full role, he added. Talking about
lialth related iasues, the DC sail
the district admmistration was trying
hard to provide the best medical fa
cilities in Isfandyar Bukhen District
Hospital, "New blocks are also being
constructed amd HOs are visiting
hespitals and health centers and ad
dressing the fack of facilities there
on an emergency basis.” He said
state-of-the-art mother and child care
heepital is going to be completed in
pst of 5 billion

IGP conducts
surprise
visit to
Mattani
Police
Station

Pakhtuskh-

Khyber
wa, Akhtar Hayat Khan
made an  unansounced

visit to the Mattani po-
tice station located in the
suburbs of Peshawar on
Tuesday.

During his visit, the 1GP
inspected the cleanliness
of the police station,
checked the functiona
ty of the CCTY cameras.
and reviewed the securi
ty measures in place.

v alse examined various
|£K|sl=r~ and  reviewed
» registration of cazes
rm- surprise visit by the
TGP is part of the govern
ment’s efforts Lo ensure
the pravision of hetter
services to the public by
the police force.
The IGP streased the in.
portance of maintaining
high standards of clean-
liness amd security in
police stations, a5 it is
crueial for buslding public
trust in the police force
The visit was also aime
st ensuring that C
officers  were
praper  procedures
guidelines when regisl
ing cases. He urged po-
lice officers to ligent
in their wark and ensure
that pusiace is delivered
to the citizens,

The 1GP's surprise visit
has been praised by the
public and is seen as 2

follow
and

T

step lowards improving
the pecformance and ae
countability of the police
force in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.-APP
WHO
representative

visits trauma
center LRH
PESHAWAR: The rep-
resentative of the World
Health Organization (WHO)
for Pakistan D Palitha
Mahipala Tuesdny wisited
the truma centre at Lady
Reading Hospatal (LRH) and
pragaed the ellicient moan.
agement of patients by atufl
During his visit, Dr Mahipala
appreciated the dedication of
Mnoapilal stalf for e elficient
hamflmg of palients injumed
in the police Tine bomb bt
The purpese of the visit was
1o discuss ways through which
WHO cin provide suppest. for
mxlicl heesltheare and i
care pmmagement in the hosph
tal. Dr Mahipals sanounced
that WHO weld introduce
diploma course for nurses i
traums cane and collsbogile
Foepital i the field of

13r Jumaid Sarfaras Khan, Dean
and Chiel Bxcutive of Lady
Reading Hospital expressed
gratitude to WH and Dr

and recoy

[O&.!

mne:mmm\l
should fully sappart [CC
in establishing & new in-
dustrial zone in the region.
Ehalid Fybal Malik Group
[A'idl‘! stressed  that the
ent  shauld
e erunm\m palicies in
sultation with bisiness

te

munity amd allo
land to 1CCT for indust
estate. Zafar Bakhtawari,
former  Presh
sail that business leaders
should be  acknowledged
to peomote them as role
models in society. He ssid
that Pakistan peeds toode-
velop bramls to emerge #s
& strong coanomy. — DNA

UNO must play role to create peace

s borming .AllalJc o appressed Pab

M. A Rasimm

alogue 1s the best way

FAISALABAL: - The wh
coneerned about the dmly Atroc
Israet om the Palestinans and the !Inll
el Matims shosld rake special arrmange
ments and policy Lo deal with these
worklwide challenges faced by fhe sup-
pressed communities, It is a vory sad re-
nction of polsticins in Pakistan o grin
poltical objectives by making padges
contrwersal. No one cai wse & neutral
watitution for pofitcal parpoaes. The
survival of Pakistan lies in the fict that
all religioes and political msteutions
might take concrele messures o

et the conntry. Allama Talljrul-}[a.‘oau
expressed these views i his special

i (iaza Is an open

e day to day are extremely
unacceptable & it i an inbuaman act
on which the woeld is sileat,

He further said that the entire inter
natinal community should focus &
stop the viokticn of human tights in
Kashmir and Palestine and wherever
luman rights are being violated un-
der international laws. The powerful
coantries of the workl should play
their rule, He further elaborated that
ham rights’ vialations should e
victly moticed and shoald be noi-
ed that the increasing atrocities aml
bambings on the oppressed peaple &

statement and added that the lsraeliar o any problem and for

thse gaps between the peopl

Nations must come ope step abead
in preventing inhumane treatment by
chserving its responsibilities, He said
& pxpressing deep sorrows that Pakic
stani politics las become s hallmark
of criticism and confrontation, and po-
Iitical parties use institutions far their
own purposes for the sabe of their
power, and judges of the udiciary are
also being criticized, dnd the doors of
iustice are being closed, Day and night
handing aver the key of pawer to such
pulilics made encouragement, d i had
the same judiciary privided justios
to the poar people of Pakistan, politi-
cinms would not have apenly critiized
it. Undoubtedly sill the judiciary of
Pakistan is 2 respectable.

FOR5. NOU1 &2

TENIHIR DOCUMENTS COLLECTION (THROUGH SAPARIBA)

Mahipala for their sup-
yoversment far | facilities for | part APP
af the chiel afficer  muther and chad will be available
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Philippines may hecome potential sugar
market for Pakistan, savs ﬂlllll Maria

STaFF REPORT

ISLAMABATD:
Ambassador Ms,
nes Cervantes said op Tues
day that ber countey might
become o potential sugar
market for Pakistan. Talk-
ing to Faisalahad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
{FCCT) Pressdent Dr Khur-
ram Tarig. she said the
refations boteven the two
countries must be capital
ised in lerms af economic
perativn. She =il that
lest eountry was iterested
in importing sigar, agric
tural machinery and lextile
prroducts fron Pakdatan, and
it could also extend technk
cal services to Pakistan for
promation of tourism. She
said that a sugar mill in the
Philippmes had been black
listeel while amother is at

Philippines
Maria Ag-

med to vt Faisilabad in
mid-March 1o have direct
contacts with the business
community. She said that
Fhilippines was mporting
textile produwcts from Pa
Kistan, but its share was
ini whlcl- could be
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Aay party miercsied to participate o any of the lendierfs) may soad 4s rguest dor tender documents fimugh
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T Smened copy af the duly signed md denpod saguiest on offiiel ketlerhood of the bidder shall b
spleaded m. SAP A Perbal In the skt sequest o, lease menion “Tisder Do
Cdll\ﬂmwﬂ 'lm\h‘&r-

Mt
Fir Tindes ¥ RETTOSRSRENal PEC contifcaln i Cakoprey T8 i maguined or issuinin il Trnd
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B " i
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level She u)d that earkier
Fhilippines was providing
services to Pakistan, whicl
were lowered to the mis-
imum; however these are
still gaining momentum af
ter improvement of wrerall

econpalic sitsation in the
world, Dr Khurram Tarig

THAN: PR30 HABS 0007 8643 145 217

Acceunt No. 786-40-5245-317 Branch code 1786 HEL Plara Brarch

11 Chasdrigar Riad,
Karachi,

This wlverteemest b alse avulabie on S0 wrbsae o pagh
e prons ok

hoom/ procurnemand PPRA wrebsile

L

1 40 rgieler

the verge of chosure
This ituation might cause

could be imported or ex

ported between the
sugar shartage, and hence - i
her country intended to
fulfdl its domestic meeds by
importing sugar from Paki-
& 1

encourage direct links be-
tween the llusi o5s mm
ity of the |
She nlm p«.m.s.-d

o play & role in areanging
tmde delegations or B2H

appreciated

Thke bibfers are wrged o pislt PSC) & PERA soebsdtes regalarly for any farther chainges thad may be psited by

usiness to-business]
meetings so that business- thy Campaieg, friom dne ta bimg,
people could finalise their
economic deals with their PAINTAR STATE (B CTEAMY EIMITED
i TenooL oo, ity
counterpar W reorganise its tourism LT TR
The amba: industry on modern lines. PIDK Ne. 2501,/22 S —




'wM-iesnay. Marth 1

National
VENE

and
Armed
Forces Days

MARCH

March 01 / Bosnia
National Day
March 03 { Bulgaria
National Day
March 06/ Ghana
Independence Day
March 12/ Mauritius
National Day
March 17 / Ireland
St, Patricks Day
March 20 | Tunizia
Independence Day
March 21 { Namibia
National Thy
March 25 | Greece
National Day

Marrch 26/ Bangladesh

National

March 27 | Myanmar
Armed Forces Day

Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel... 111 13
Marriofr,

Manal..

13 133

3345421812

Airlines

Tarkish Aidlines. .. 8494345

: 5

Emergency

Rescue | Polic
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Ha
Telamakad. 1122 & [r.
Emengency Ambulance 1122
& Rescue Services 4451122
Muaterway Poli sl
Moterway Palice 527060120
Women  Palice
Lekainalad.
Rawalpindi.

Enquiry

Eddhi Ambaifan

Raibway |'xl.|.i||lll¢'
WASA Hawalpindi
CAAL,

US Embassy works to counter
the trafficking in persons

“The exchange of ideas and coordination amongst all players is
a critical part of addressing the issue of trafficking in persons”

ManNoor ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The US E:
bassy in Islamabad J|u|u||-

ntering Trafficking in

He'rmns- { ) II'I in P .|'k|s-u||

o
to reduce trak

ng i perscns and absn
help vickims geb needed
support. In his opening
remarks at the event, 1.5,
Ambassador Donsbd Bl
said, “Human trafficking
erodes the mule of law, the
safety of our communities,
the security of our bor
ders, and thu strength of
aur e
When

wark  togeth:

government,
and civil socie-
to achieve the gools of
coebating human Lrafi
ing, we create a fairer and
mare equitible world” He
A by chiel gues
sembly  Theputy
Sgeaker Shehls Raza, who
acknawledged the efforts

we
er-acmss
LR 1,

of the 1.5, government in

‘Pak workers
demand
increasing
atint1level’

[SLAMABAD: Federal Mis-
ister for Uverseas Pakistas
is and Human Rescurce
penent  (OP&HRD)
Hussain Turi sid on
Tuesday that the demand
af Pakistani workers was i
creasing at the glubal level.
Addressing the  ceremony,
whessin smarandum of

efforts in Pakistan.
Thaul. mg the organizers,

Alumni Network
, for thelr work in
ing the two-con-

e L
atan Andrew Schid)
ed, “The exchange ¢
and coordina
all players i
ol addressing the issue ol
tealficking i persons.”

Schelars amd antihuman
from

trafficking experts

both the US and Pak
attended the conference,
included  plenary

working groups ta
eil roles of @
brasd range of stakehold
ers to counter TIP - in
cluding parliamentarians,
law enfir
d pre
ety, academia,

and media.

‘Another 1320 MW added
to national grid system’

ISLAMABAD: Fede
for Power Divisi
neer Kliuream Dastgie
an Tuesday said that togal
power generation from lo-
cal Thar coal stond at 2640
megawatta (MW) with for
mmal coit ming of 1320
MW  Shanghai  Ele
Thar Cral Project upder
the Chiss-Pakistan  Eco.
nomic Corrider (CPEC).
Addressing & press cos-
ference here, thi
said thut the pro
faced inord
to criminal segligence of
past Pakistan Tehreeke
Inzaf government finally
has nat anly been complet:
ed m a short time bul also
-s(.uled power supplying
stem, Anullur
!‘%f; \1\\ ThalNeova Th
coal project has allc—all_\-
been synchronized in mid
ol this munth, he added.

Tic

He said i shorl, the incu-
bent government  under
the leadership of Prime
Mumister Shehbaz  Sharif
added a total of 1950 MW
cheap eloctricity the:
system  from  indiges

Thar coal resarces in just
10 moiths, The Thar coal
would not only help reduce
power  loadshedding  in
summer season but alsn
belp i power tarill neduc

ting, he sided,
The 5 maid there
were 175 billien tons of

coal reserves at Thar which
wis

sufficzent o
TR0 MW of

from Thar coal has haried
doubts that electricity
could mol be penerated
from local coal which was

# good amen for the entire
country, he said.
He thanked the eotire lead-
ership including Chief Min-
ister Sindh Syed Murad Al
Stak, and Sindb's Energy
Minister Imtiaz Sheikh for
their full cooperation to
chieve this milestone,
Khiurram said anather pre
ject. Bolan-Gwatar Trans-

mission Lime  has
boen  completed  which
would help impart 100

MW electricity from lran
Lo Gwadar. The PM would
shortly inavgurste the

I SLAMABAL;

Fakista

of P
agement (COTHM
Culinary C!
The three-d;

project, he added, 18 org;

He said transmission ol
electrivaty to Gwadar was
o big fssue but oow the
praject would  help 4
dress it and the tramsmis-
spom lime would start work
En enid of Ma
Regarding the G000 MW
FM's solar energy project,
e s2id the request for pro-
posals to sel op the fir
B0 MW solar project at
Muzzaifargarh fias already
been opened and

ilinary teams and
would conmect Pakistan with
et to fosteran i

nation

PICC21
-shlsu( aut of at |

Koyal Palm Golf and Country Club, is the harbinger
a mew era of culinary education and food trends in Paki-
stun. Through the participataon of university, college and
tudents, Pakistani |Im(t.1-|'m.|| chefs and it

oth Pakistan Culinary
Championship

Tourism Th
(PTDC) as a strategic partner of Che
istan (CAF) and College of Touri:

it o
Assa
m and Hats

iation
Man-
izlug the Sth Pakistan Inter.
mpionship (PICC) from March 14
PICC

23 which will be he

s, the champienship
fabal worl. The PICC-2025

ge of Pakistan which would depict ns
as a peacelul, frendly, creative and immensely
u the planet. To sware the masses of the impor-

cast M b 40 seconds 5o that we may post
that on aur social and digital media forums. - APP

ding for the project would
be held an April 17, ‘n‘m-

[

only help ads it Eneny

issues but also help in re-

duction of pewer taridl in

the country, be sai

Replying 1o a question, the
i

RAWALPINDI: The
trict police an Toesd

the Tnter-
Monetary  Fund
|1\1H has some reserva-
tians pver circalar debt and
wanted some  guaranter
on it during the next fescal
year. However, he said that
oo change was g made
o basic power tarilf fed
during last summer.- APP

n|i nister

toa

raids in N; uhad are

flour bags. He mfunmd that
raids during last
flour and fine floar ||1

e conduct

W
netting the whest and flous smuggl

d Department
caught twn el
wheat flour bags and 20 tons refined wheat flour (nszida)
while the accused were seat behind the bars, Acconling

rict administration spokesman, the food Depart.
ment Bawalpindi and Potobar [y
and rounded up an'l[mwnu
o recovery of 20 tons maida and Abdullals wi

days and reovered 11
He said that the authorities of
l department along with Palshar T
ing raids i their respe,

Two flour smugglers |-
netted with 420 bags

walpindi and dis-
cles with 420 fine

the austho:

.

ive jurisdiction and

APP

Amin meets SGCO

Deemah

ISLAMABAD:
ﬂu} and Telecom

“Gowverament of

Federal Minister for [nformati
d .‘n_um L Ha|u\ on Taesday met

akistan desies Lo build a strategic
nership with OO to leverage the true potential of [u‘[ [r-r

Al Yahya

o Technal

Organization
MA MWC.23
the minister "oau.

the sacincconomic grawth in the region, as envisaged in
the DCO Fanndation Charter” said news received here on

and will concude on March 2

influen-

in Barc c'lmn
of cellu.

Corporation
Potohur Town.
Rarvwal Town.

Water Tank

15744480

are sttending the event, He
important to be able

and reg
Iar and techuology companies from around i

et concrete he

& world
said that far Pakistan, it is
efits from its

membership in DCO including attracting business and
mvestment digital{ICT/telecom sector, Lraining/capaci
ty building in emerging techno s and suitable e

ployment opportumit

es with the DCO," -

SBP to
announce
monetary

Policy

March 2

SLAMABAD:
Bauh of [‘al.r <
stan (5 ;
will
nounce
Monetary
Policy  on
Thursda

the Mones ¥y
mittee. “The M'Ju 2F
icy Committee of SBP will
meet on Thursday, March

023, ut SEP Karachi to
about the Monetary
a press relense

sued by SBP said, - APP

Peshawar Bypass project to
be completed by March 2024

ISLAMABAD: The Pey me the contractor
war Northern Bypass pro- had  been mobilized,
ject, aimed to ease traffic  adding the work was

congestion in Feshawar,
is sel to be completed by
March 2084, Talking
APP here on Tuesday,
al of the Mational
ahway Authority (NHA)
said that the fand ssues

currently in progress.

The afficial expressed the
determrinat HA to
complete the project by
March 2024 and =id el
afout to emsure

had  previously hindered  end of the current year, He
progress on the project,  said that package of the
bat NHA along with the praject had alr been
] P

er, deputy commission-  while package two, which
er, and other officials, spans 12 kiometres, was
worke o re- img full mobilit

salve the issues through
effective tenmwork. sure early completion, con
He said that theough tractors were instructed to
hard work and commit-  run & double shiff for reduc-

He highlighted that to en

ing the inconvenmsce be-
ing faced by the local com-
mumity and commuters.
Upon  completion,

the

project was expected to
bring aboul a significant
impravement in the
fie

situation in Peshawar
he said, adding that
the bypass wis set to be a
“game-changer for the n

i d o

will be & Iqu;. of the nn:l
He informed that p..,,m
3A of bypass had ach
the progress mark af 30
per cent while for 38 pro
jecl commescement was
belng isswed, - APP

(Mall) was
signed between Techai.
cal Institate G
anl Crersess Employment
Corporation {OEC),
ister s that the main pur
pome: of sxich Molls was to ex
tend the skills based trainiag
for people i the backward
areas of the country.

d Hussain Turi mid the
foreagn employment oppart
nities woudd be provided onan
el hasse to the youth of all
the provinoes, including that
af Gilgit-Baltstan, and Amd
Jammu and i
He said that the ©
teain the people to meet the
requirements of the interna-
tional employment  market.
The: minister said that Paki.
stan woukl send mer 5IND
warkers te Lrag llm-—J;.h(JFA.
and Oversess Emphyment
FProms s (OEPs) to discour
age illegal migrands. - AFP

1,638 new IT
companies
gol registered
with PSEB
in 2022

ISLAMABAD: A round 1,638
new [T companse reg-
=4 with Pakistan Saf
w )
in 2022, waid an official of
the IT minisiry. He said
t during the ssme period,

1,463 freelancers were als
registered with the PSEB.
He ssid the minisiey wes
also  establishing ial
ized incubation centers
agrculture apd textile,

mige husinesses im 1
o hoost

said lgnite was sl
accelerator programme
that earlya
sustamn their

[ynite i collaborating with
|nl|||l4||lma| partmers like
Plug & Play, orbit, DMZ |

500 gobal and hub 71 10
that the local startup eoo-
system can be exp'ls:d o

s registered for
courses under
SIS

i Ignite, whicl
more than the targes.
June BOEL (he e
ers tramed with TIC; Saills
el & whopping
n, adding to the
fareign exchange
APP

No increase
n power
tariff: Power
Division

ISLAMABRAD:  Min of
Ponwer Division on Toesday
refubed 2 news item appeared
ina sec press aboat Rs.
14.24 per umit imcrease in
pomwer tarifl. There i a pro-
posal o gradually recover
deferred fuel surcharge on
7 bills for August
September B0E2 in pext
ight months, which will end
in Octuber 212, sid a state-
ment ssued here. - APP

I 0

ANF seize 909 kg of drugs
worth US$ 257.456 min

ISLAMABAD:  AnteNar
cutics Force (ANF) seized
Q09,008 kg of drugs
worth USE 257466 mil-
lian internationally, ar-
rested 27 drog pedilers
including 3 foreigaers,
impounded & vehicles

haut the
drugs com.

g M8 kg heroin
262,724 kg hashish, 27 kg
opium, 203,
amphetamine {lee)
ky morphine and 0075
Tabs (3875 x

02 kg Meth-
200

in Balochistan recov
ered A60L400 Ky of
m 3 operations while ar
resting 3 persons involved
in drug smuggling and im-
pounding 2 vehicles. The

sized drugs comprised
b Kg of Herin, 60.400
Kg of Hashish and 200 Kg
of Morphine.

The force in Punjab recov.
ered 22605 Ky of Drugs
in 4 operatioms while ar
resting 3 persans involved
in_drig smuggling. The
seized drogs  comprised
12520 Ky of Hervia, 8.400

Hag of Hashish, 0600 Ky of
Opium, 0.400 Kg of Meth-
amphetamine

0.775

{lce) and
Kg of Xanax Tabs
x Tablets).

i KPK recovered
18 Kg of Drugs in 4
operations while arresting
4 persons involved in drn;:
-mms.L.lux and iy
hn. :rul'll

il
Hashish and 18 Kg of Cpi

om.  The force in Sindh
recivered 20 Ky of Metly
amphetamine {fcel drugs
in an operation while ar-
Testing 6 persons includ-
ing 3 foreigners invalved
mn drug smuggling.
ANF  North  recoversd
128,795 Kg of drug 1
operations, arrested 11
ersons in drug  smog.
gling and impounded 4 ve-
hicles. The. seiz
|0Il|ll[|5-r-’| Zl
Her 2
Hmh:sh \‘i oo Ku of Dpi-
wm and 2.002 Ky nf Meth.
amphetamine |
All cases have
atered  at

respective
Stati
Act 1
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Govt
focusing
to stahilize
economic
conditions
ISLAMABAL: Pukistan
Muslim  League  Nawar

{PML-N) Federal Mi
Mian Javed Latif Tis

sad that the imeumbent
siwernment  focusing on
stabilizing  the economic

conditions of the country
aiming ta provide relief to
the commen peaple.

king 1o a private news |
hansel, he said that all the

current issues shoukd
ussed and resolved in
the Parfiament, and lmran
Ehan was not a part of the
Parisment at the moment.

In response to a query,
said Imran Khan abardoned
the “Juil Bharo Tahreek® by
requesting prearcest bals §
in various cases.

By asking the workers Lo
il the jail, they themselves
were shying away from the |
pracess, which was anather
mplc n[ Tmran’s contra- |

§

n who gives
on the supremacy
al brw and the constitution,
is avoading facing the law by
sing different delaying
tics,” he added —APP

Nine kite
sellers
held during
crackdown
RAWALPINDI: Police have

arrested nine kite sellers
and confiscated hundreds
af kites and rolls of string
from their possession dur-
ing & crackdown here on
Toesday, informed po
spukesman,

During course of action,

| health disorders.,

the Sadiqabad police held
Nacem and recovered 17
kites, while 18 kites were
recovered from Aril.
Similarly, the Race Course
e arrested Meraj and
rocovered 15 Kites from |
his possessica. Likewise,
the Airport police trres
ed Omar and recovered 16
kites. from his possession
The Saddar Wah po
recovered 250 kites and
12 rolls of string from Na.
bil, while the Gujjar Klan
police recovered 35 Kites
from Jsmail, and G0 kites
from Nadeem and a= many
luu.-s from Irfan. Separate
cases lwve been registered
against the accused,
SSP  Operntions  Capt.
Mohammad  Amir
cated the
performance of police team
and said that the actions
agamst kite sellers and
those invalved in kite flying
would continue. ~APP i

Amir Paracha
assumes
charge of
President

OICCI

BAI:  Chairman
tied Executive Of
ficer of Unilever Pakistan
Limsted, Amir Paracha lsas
taken over as the President
af the Dversess Investors
Chamber  of  Commerce
and Industry (OICCH) fae

i
i
{
i
|
|
i
i
!

the 2023 term. Ths was
anncunced at the  6drd
Annual General  Mocting

af the OIWCCI beld at the
Chamber on Tuesday, Chael
Exocutive Officer, Stundard
Chartered Bank {Pakistan)
Limited. Rehan Mubammad
ikh was elected as the
Vice President, says i press
ruboased fsued oo

The other elected mem-
bers of the QICCT Manag-
ieg Commitlee for 2023
mchude Sved Anw Ahmed,
Abbot  Laborstories (Faki
stan) Lid, Abmed Zshid
&aheed, Chevron Pakistan
Lubricants (gt} Lid., Umar
Ahmn Khan, Dawakance
ipvty Lid., Kamean Ataullah
Ehan, Tupont Pakiztan Op-
rations (pri) Lid
Shakir Rahim, Gal

ergy Pakistan (I'\I] 1Id.
Ali Asghar Jamali, Indus
Muotor Company Lid., and

Wagar Leshad  Siddigui,
Shell Pakistan Ltd. In his
message to he members,
Amir Paracha said, “Paki
slan's mulll fuld challeng.
es are evident to all of us
and now is the time
leaders across: all sectors
o umite 2 @ force for good
and lead Pakistan back on
a path of gevwih. Foreign
estment & the primary
ewny with which de

oo pom

Alvi for joint efforts to
prevent mental disorders

Mannook Ansak

esident Dr Arf
I;all.ell far juint

i goveri-
s, the community and health
prafessionals to work for the pre.
vention and treatment of mental

He said that it was a mattes of se-
rious concern that 24 porcent of
the country’s popalation was suf
fering from mental healthrelated
iszues, whereas oaly 500 1o 800
mental health professionals wene
available in the country to cater to
the needs of this population.

He emphaszed the meed for in.
creasing the mumber of mental
health ~ professiomals,  besides
strengthening the capacity of gen
eral health professionals by train-
ing them to nddress the challenge
af ring mental health disorders,
The presadent expressed these
views while chairing 2 mesting
an mental health thmough the
i ink. President of Pakistani

American Paychiatric Assockation
of North America (PAPANAY, Dy
Z

Loesk:
tives of the National Commission

af Human Rights, World Health  chintry a

[ Imammrmn Pakiztan Paycholog-
Faksstan Payehi-

stiative, and Minstry of Natio
He.ullh Services, Regulation
, attended the mee
ing. Professor and Chaie of Pa
ill Cormell Medical

ISLAMABALD: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on mental health,
A

at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.— DN

of Newvas

Coflege, Prof Dr M Wagar Azeem,
Professor of Paychitry and Pr
gram Director at the Universi
i, Tir Mujes
ecutive Vice Chair zﬂul T’m[es«.lr
of Psychiatry at Baylor College
of Medicise in Houston, Prof De
Asim Shah, Directar Muslim Men-

ahd,

tal Health Consortivm,
Farah Abb
D

and Addiction Fellowship at the
University of Miss
icine, D Nouman Ashraf, at-

tended the meeting vietaally

The pamicipanis v various
suggestions tn cope with the chal-
lenge of menlal issues.

| Admin finalizes

arrangements
for digital
census

RAWALPINDL: All arrange
mants hove bee alized
to lunch the first-ever
digital population  census

Rawalpiedi  Divisson
from March 1, According
to 8 district ad ministration
spokesman, the adminis
tration em the directives of

The. meeting L d the
need for raising awareness about
the pes, educating people
about mental health, elimmnat-
iny the stigma attached Lo i,

anl providing quality counseling
amd treatment to mental health
patients, The participants alse
called for capacity-building and
traiming of health professionls
in Pakistan, adding that o cen-
tral
among
was also essential to a
cation af effarts.

The meeting also usderscored
meed for developing a national
autism plan
Praf Dr Kirwan Taj from PIMS im-
formed the meetmg that the Min-
atry of Natiomal Health Servaces,
Regulations and Coordination had
established an_sutism centre at

Prof Dr  PIMS, adding it would be @ role
Child Fellowship model for provieces and other
arvard Medi  hospitals to fallow,
ala vy,

approciated  the
clor Residency s

5, e
NA, for supporting the initiative
om mental health,

i School of

US deliberates over-hype of
balloon worsen tensions

A defense and military expert Adnan Daniyal said that Balloon
hype-up is another manifestation of America’s fear of China, holding
a wrong opinion that China will replace the US as super power

America Lo let better sense
prevail but the US state
department  bas  tursed
[ ST

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In an aw-
ful situation where global

recession is haunting and  of the People's Republic
uilation is an order of the  of China repeatedly made
day. the Bnll.u adinis) ear that the entry of 3

rilian unmanned
airship, which is for mete
orological purposes, into
U.5, airspace was due to
rox majenre and totally an
accilent. However, the day
the balloan was spotted,
Washington hyped it to the
extent of hysteria and now
it has been made a hilar
ously daunting - challenge.
It is balioved that despite
the fact tlsat Pentagon las
attempted to misdeem the
balloon as a spying ohject
fown by China, sensible
American people did not
by this wles, (hjecting the
“Balloon Copspiracy 3
questioned the authe

mport published by
Gwadar Pra on Taesday
quoting Experts.

It wais just a balloan bt was
mischicvously  projected
as the worst threat o the
world even more than the
Russia-Ukruine conflict and
other plex  economic
and climatic quagmires in
the warid.
Euerybody can smel
mat in the
bos been asking

to share details of investi-
gativns bemg carried out by

the

;b
the story published on “The

New Yorker” an Febrwry
18, bazzing peints wer:
raised, They were “why we
didnt track them earlier”,
“why we didn't know about
them earie i

s
public's queries asking if
the halloon was lofted for
surveillance purpose and
entered in the
tory and why it w
tected since its funch.

onler to strilee 2 halance be-
tween myth and reality, the
US administrati id that
analysts are new
the posshiley t
didn't intend tn penetrate
Lhe Amserican heartland with
s airborne alleged survell

lance
“The balloon flcated o
Alskns  Aleutan

thousands of miles away

from Guam, then drified
mwer Canada, where it e
countered strong winds that
appear 1o bave pushed the
ballonn south mta the con.
tnental United Staies, the
officials said a5 quoted by TS
daiy newspaper.

A defense and military ex
pert Adnan Dangpal i that
Balloon hypeap & another
manifestation of America's
fear of Chima, holding
wrong opinion that  China
will replace the US ax super

power.  “Sleepless  nights
alwil!s- \AII:-g nightmeares,”
ided, Post.Cold war sm-

dmme. he xud bas taleen a
heeavy toll v the minds and
heatts of the US administrs-
tion, “Once Americs was the
sale architedt of the workd
order. Later China's domi
mancE A eConmc engme
of the workd allowiag all 1o
row togeher with ring
alim‘hﬂi has stirred 1 se

o fear among the LS s
-|Il|e€ e aidded.

N-5 Highway will
start in months with
Chinese grant: NHA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A seaior olficial of the Xatwmal Highway
Authority (NHAY praised Chinese costractors for their
quality work and informed that work on Hala-Sakrand
section of the National Highway 5 (N-5) will start in
few months with Chinese granl Asim Amin, Member
PPP. NHA was r:qpnmimg by queries during a live in-
teraction, according to Gwadar Pro on Tuesday,
He said that NHA has evaluated bids offered by
thres Chinese state-owned firms for rehabilitation
af the 51-kilometre Hala-Sakrand section of the K5
in Sindh. He said that after the approval of the Chi-
nese government, the project is expected to start
within thees to four menths.

=e gavernment has approved 2 $100 million
grant for the section ol the country's largest north.
aouth highway. The Chinese government had also re-
habilitated several parts of N-5 in 2011 and 2016 after
the road was severely damaged by the 2010 flood. The
NHA member said that Hola-Sakrand rond will be one
aof the finest roads, as whatever road project in Pakic
wtam has been executed by the Chiness conlractors,
the work quality is of optimum level, He said that the
Chinese grant for the project is o gift for the Pakistani
people by the Chinese gavernment.
The official alao said in response 1o another guestion
that the Chinese and Pakistani expertz will soon
start the feasibility stady of Babusar Tunnel and
Babusar-Naran rond, “We have sought technical
and financial assistance from China for the project,
which may cost around RsHHM125 billion”, he said,
adding that the project will reduce the distance be-
tween Babusar Top and Gilgit by #0 kilometres,

What is the
average weight
for women?

ISLAMABAD: America
weigh an sverage of 1706 pounds (Tha}, according to the
Centers for [isease Control and Prevention (C1C) Trusted
Source, Hewght-wise, the average adult female is 5 feet 3.7
inches, and her waist measures 38.2 mches.
v be the average, they are not a
the commonly used isdicators
of well heing is a person's BMI, which stands for bo
mass index. The BMI of the average woman in the LS.
in 206Trusted Source, which falls inte the category of
“overweightTrusted Sowrce.” Out of all Ametican adults,
more than two-thirdsTrusted Source are deemed to be
“meerweight” or “cbese,” which represspts a worrying
trend for the mation’s health, 5o, what is the ideal weight
range far women, how would & person best measure it, and
whist can women do to achieve thelr ideal welight? Average
weight and ohesity rates worddwide Share on Piotesestd
commanly used indicator for measuring wellbeng is BMI.
At 177.9 Ibs, the average body mass in North America is
the highest of any contment worldwide, sccording Lo 2005
statistics published in 2012 Trusted Source by BMC Public
Health, North America alzo hes the highest percentage of
people who are overweight, with percent classed as
such. The foflowing table shows the weight data for dl”ﬂ-
enl world regaons: Region Average body o
[k-m-nm.u of nwpl; everweight Asia T
2 Europs T8 (156 [ke)
28.9 Latin America {Caribbean)
57.9 North America 80.7 {177 fhs)
1 (163 Ths ) 630 World
34.7 In o 215 review, the U5, also
st rate of childbood obegity ot of the wordd's
20 mst populated countries, with o mte of 12,7 percent,
altboagh Egypl topped the Lable for adulis ot 353 pen
cent, Whal s the ideal weight range for wamen? An ||'rn|
weight” is where a person is at their healthiest and fittest
in terms af what they weigh, There is a variety of differont
ways ta calculate ideql weight mnges: BMIBMI is the mest
comtmsonly wsed system for calculating weal weight range,
as il 18 relatvely easy to work oul. An individual can work
ot thear BMI by applying their beight and weight to the
following formula: = divide weight in kilograms by height
in meters divide the answer by height again For those
people mate familiar with vsing imperal messurements,
there are varous online calenlatorsTrusted Source far
working cut BMI scores, BMI calculations are the same
for men and women, and BMI is scen a5 correlating fair-
Iy wellTrusted Source with a1 person’s percentage of body
fat. Deespite this, BMI can give a false picture, a3 musele
weighs mare than fat Research in the journal §
HealthTrusted Source wed athletes rating as "

women aged 20 years and above

veloping ecanamies like | [ weight™ er “obese,” despite being in peak cond
Pakistan can agcess in One studyTrusted Saurc icizes BMI for unde)
and ing the p ¢ in both sexes and

novaLiv
Increased market access
resulting in improvement
af haman capital. —APP

bemg imereasingly inaccurate as women age. According
to the National Heart, Lung, and Blosd InstituteTrasted

Source, BMI ranges are as follows:—Online
“ .

China “Peace Plan”
light at end of tunnel

DNA

ISLAMABALY: China "Peace
Pan” i light at end of tanned
on RussiaUkmaine coaflict,
sapa a report cisried by Gwa:
dar Pro on Toeaday,

Aceording to the repart, Chi-
na's “Peace Plan® to iron out
RussiaUloraine  conflit 5
the ealy ginmer of light =t
the end of tunsel. Tt unveils
# game-changing opporiunity
for all stakeholders to liber
ate the world from guagmine
g sending wenpons will s
ex being peace, but add fuel
b ire to cerhate tonsions.
and cause safferings for or
dinary peogle. The recipe of
“Peace” I a win-win stuation
for everyose, The moe the

cold war mentalily continues
to g on mmgage, the mare
warld peace risks the doom.

goals through  political and
diphmatic reans,

Kadakh dan's Foreign Mii-
5 also expressed its
appuml of China's 2ot
peace plan for
with Ukiraine,  say
worthy of support” based
on principles.  Every
warkd forum lde l'hr United
Nations (LI}
sembly (U

{t
used to hash ot peace talks
abandaning mindset of bind
\'\'l.dd

Ukrarine and Russia,
Ukraine  President  Vidody-
myr Zelenskiy in his press

*supremacy and ego”,

b shougut
for China® pesce

pham s 2 -.uwmm. fact that

ulu'n.ﬂ commuRity had heen
tantalizing throughot :
e

v mark the: first
snmiversry of the confl
sud that he is open te cone
sidering parts of 8 12-poin
peace plan pat forward by
Bejing. Russia said it appre-
ciated Chiana's plan and Uit

difference by eatingui
blazes of war. Realizing their
aums and impacts, the U5,
NATO and the shauld
aubscribe ta pesce negetia-
tians to end the war &5 seon
poszile.

ISLAMABALD: Ambassador of Fortugal to Pakistan H E Frederico da Silva made a courtesy

i today 1o Sri Lanka High Commission in Islamabad and met with the High Commissioner

Vice Admiral Mohan Wijewickram.—DNA

Disision, Liaquat Ali Chy
tha had finafized all the
rangements far the digital
census. The Commisaxmer
had directed the authorities
concersed o complete all
the armmgements on an
emergency basis, he sid,

The Commissioner had alao
instructed the officers
perform their duties with
commitment and dedication

| and warned that negligence

am part of the officials cos.
cerned woull nut be toler
ated, The Dv:plu\ Comr
missioners of the division
were directed tn ensure the
establishment of a costrik
roam and the provision of
funds for the consu
The authavitics of afl the
partments were also dire
ed to nominale their focal
persons for coordination al
the district and tehsil level
1o roview the administrtive
insues and remive the prob.
Bems if a
The spal
that the

s mlormed

had alsa finalized foalprool
securdy arcangements for
the census, The RPO had
directed the District Polic
Officers of the region io
finalize the best arcinge
ments in this reganl.  Ac
cording to Regional Coondi-
nator Censas,
Raza, i2 bloc!
estublished for 1l 5
in Rawalpindi Division in
which a total of 5810 su-
pervisors and enumesators
would perform duties, Two
enumerators in each bluck
would perform census du-
ties, he sid and informed
5,545 tahs were distrhuted
across the division.

He said that the digital cen
sus would be started aeross
the country from March 1
in which teams would vis
it door to doer to collect
data and the census would
be completed within one
month.—APP

Security to
remain high
alert for PSL

matches

[SLAMAPAT:  Talamabad
police would ensure fool
proaf security for Pakist
Super League (P5L) match-
«s and to ensure aerial sur
illance with the help of
moder ¢ 2
Inspestar

portant meeting reganding
|1|c -nml)' af players and
of P5L. [t was de-
'|d.u{ that elaborate secw
rity woald be made sround
accommodations and o
the movement of the p
ers while CPO secunty
wauld supervise all the
curity arangenents,

| The meeting was attended

amung ohers by CPO head
quarters, CPO. security,
PO :'pn.-mllonﬁ_ P Se.
curity and officers of other
law eaforcement agencies
The meeting was told that
all routes will be tharough-
Iy checked through bﬂmb

P
teams will be alert at .|I|
times during the mpvement
of players while fiull dress
rehearsals will be careied

aut before the arrival af
players. —APP

‘Dorr’ sets to
enthral
audience this
Eid ul Fitr
ISLAMABALD: Under the dic
rection of Nadeem Cheema,
an action packed film ‘Dorr’
will most likely be the top
choice this Eid foe all Lolly-

wood fans.
As Paksistani cinema is cos-
stantly on the drive to rise
to the sccasion while pro-
ducing  grandscile films
like “The Legemd of Mauk
Jatt', many directors hay
taken it upon themselves
to play theie part in reviving
the industry,
The recently aired trailer of
the film ‘Dorr’ Ineks like an.
ather great effort to fister
the cinemsa culture in Paki
atan where Pakistani ﬁlm:
were the top choice of vie
ers during the golden er.
Produced by Astim Has
san, this upcoming film hes
everything to offer for fans
wha love watching thrillers,
suspense apd action-based

films. ~APP
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Cold War mentality
prolonging Ukraine conflict

u Saturday, thousands of people ook to the streets in central
Berlin to protest against the German government’s decision to
upply more weapons to Ukraine and to urge il to de-escalate
the ¢ by paving the way for negotiations between Ukraine and Russia
instead. Similar protests zlso took place in other German and European
cities over the weekend. The protests are a clear indication of the fact that
e and more people in Europe now realize that it is the continent that is
bearing the brunt of the war, and thal their governments' actions are fueling
the condlict rather than helping to bring an end to the vearlong fghting. The
continuous supply of evermore advanced weapons 1o Ukraine by Western
countries have not only escalated the hostilities bot also d the con-
flict. With no end to the fahting in sight, instead of making the European
countries more secure the supply of weapons only makes Europe’s securk
ty prospects more precaricus. To put out & fire, one doesa’t keep stoking
it with firewood. The Enropean countries should stop blindly following the
United States' lead, 25 it cares. not a whit for their interests. They should i
nore Wask ‘s Cold War sc and look at tf calmly
and objectively. The only way to put an end to the Ukzaine crisis is by means
of @ sustainabie pol rment. , China's position paper
on the Ukmine msls. released on Friday, offers a faunch pad for efforts to
seoure a ceasedine, promote peace talls and ultimately establish an effective
security framework for the Eurasian continent. Tt calls for the sovereignty
of all countries to be respected, the Cold War mentality 1 be abandoned,
the cessation of bostilitics, the resompeon of peace talks, the resolving of
the humanitarian crisis and the protecting of civilians and prisoners of war,
Joeeping nuclear power plants sate, reducing strutegic risks, facibitating grain
exports, stopping unilateral sanctions, keeping industrial and supply chains
stable, and promoting post-conflict reconstruction,

As the document states, there is no simple solution to 8 complex i |ssur
All parties should support Russia and Ukraine resuming direct dis

a5 quickly s possible, to de-escalate the situation and ultimately reach a
comprehensive peace agreement that can be the basis for building a con-
SENEE on i Balanced Furweem secunh archilecture thal can ensure
common, BECUrity on the
Eurasian oan(man Lniortunatrly the L‘nd of the Cold War more than
three decades ago did not see the end of zerosum thinking and prejudic-
&2 bazed on ideclogy, Yet @5 the Ukraine conflict shows, clinging to the
Cold War mentality and stoking bloc confrontation oaly leads to antago-
nizm and confrontation. The European countries shouold free themselves
from Washington's malign influence and tet the Cold War lie in the
where it belongs. They should uphold the purposes and principles of the
United Nations Charter so that peace and stability define the times,
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TikTok target of
anti-China paranoia

he furor in the United States over so-called Chinese spying,

sparked by the Joe Biden administration's botched responze to

an errant Chinese meteorological research balloon, has been
given a new lease on life, with the White House on Monday giving
government agencies 30 days to remove the Chinese video-sharing
app TikTok from all federal devices and systems, alleging that it
poses national security risks. Canada, which always toes the US' line
in its anti-China strategy, alao announced it is banning TikTok from
all government-izsued mobile devices,
Some US agencies, including the departments of defense, homeland
security and state, already have restrictions on the Chinese app in
place, as Congress passed the “No TikTok on Government Devices
Act” in December, which requires the social media app to be remov
from the information technology of federal agencies. The ban does
notapply Lo entities not associated with the federal government, or 1o
the millieng of U35 people who use the hugely popular app.
While the Biden adminisiration claims the ban is due to its intensi-
fying scrutiny concern and data privacy. it is nothing more than an
ideologically motivated move, Tt is anather instance of the US using
national security as an excuse to abuse state power in s clampdown
on Chinese high-tech companies. The ban, in addition to many other
restrictions targeting China's hightech sector, including advanced
semiconductors, has been introduced based on the spunous claim
that the popular app is being used by the Chinese government lo
“manipulate and menitor its users while it gobbles up Americans”
data to be used for their malign activities”. There has been nothing to
support this allegation except the anti-China hysteria of some US pal-
iticians. It is the app's Chinese ownership that is the app's “arigmal
sin", The han in December was passed without any deliberation, and
unhrmnatei} that approach has zerved as a blueprint for other world
governments, as TikTok spokesperson Brooke Oberwetter said, de-
scribing the ban as being “little mere than political theater”. The ban
has also drawn criticism from within the US, “Americans have a right
to use TikTok and other platiorms to exl‘]lallﬁe our thoughts, ideas,
and opinions with people around the country and around the world”,
the American Civil Liberties Union said on Monday.
It said that the ban will “limit Americans political discussion, artis-
tic expression, free exchange of ideas and even prevent De:oDlt. from
posting cute animal videos and memes”. 11 §5 sad that despite the
waorld becoming increazingly mLerdepend.em and interconnected eco-
nemically, the ghost of McCarthyism still haunts the US, riding on
the paranoia about anything related to China,

Housewives are happier

Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi

An analysis of 28 countries
found statistically significant
and robust, happiness advan-

tage for homemakers com-

pared to fulltime working
wives. A notion that “home-
making is quiet death” finds
no support today as opposed
perhaps to the 1960s. Hap-
piness is a complex phenom-
enon; we can't categorically
conclude that homemaking
is the only factor which guar-
antees happiness. However,
overemphasis and excep-
tional campaigning under
the umbrella of liberalism
can't promise satisfaction for
women. We need to remain
pragmatic while considering
alternatives to determine
appropriate choices in life.
A balanced and rational anal-
ysis of situation linked with
ground realities can help
married couples negotiate
gender roles for a happy

hle concepts of life on this planet and even

beyond. We are witnessing unprecedented
seientific and technological revolution fer the last
hundred years which according to some estimates
have gained exceptional pace and now every dec-
ade represents a century in terms of lmowledge
expansion and growth. Secial norms have also
evalved; there are several dimensions of social life
which surprize us being unimaginable just a cen-
tury agn, History of mankind suggests that market
forces do influence shaping up of societal values
but it seldom happens that 2 custom once trans-
formed returns to the past.
Industrial revolution Jed to women liberation and
empowerment movements aiming gender equity
and equality, Our generation witnessed hot debates
on gender roles which !ﬂll mmmue hut not to that

E uman progress has transformed innumera-

American and European women declined - at least
a5 eompared to men's, Judith Treasfrom Universi
ty of California and her colleagues contend, “Re-
search has yet to resolve whether the relationship
of women's Iife satisfaction and their paid employ-
ment i positive or negative. Theoretically, home-
making has been described as rewarding not only
by gender conservatives, but also by contemporary
feminists who champion the value of unpaid caring
labor. This contradicts the liberal feminist view
of homemaking, which emphasizes the demoral
izing aspects of domestic tedivm and a restricted

pointing results, U.S. panel data confirm that mar-
ried women who move inte fulltime employment
are less happy with their marriages than house-
wives. Australian women who shift into fulktime em-
ployment experience a decline in life satisfaction.
In Germany, where the breadwinnerhomemaker
model is entrenched singlesarmer couples, who
conform to this model, are happier than two-earn-
er couples. Probably we need to look at our tra-
ditional and religious perspectives to understand
outcomes of these modernday studies which em-
phasize gender spectﬁc Toles, Because amrdmg w0

social role. As for paid work, there are
that women's lahor force participation undermines
their life satisfaction and equally firm contentions
that it thesr welkb Questions such

P, v researchers such as P

from University of Hamburg Germany religiosity
is positively related to life satisfaction, On the
other hand according 1o researchers such as Kei
N,

as these need at kers happi-
er man wolkmg \mmen’ 1f 3o, is this relationship

extent probably due to bel or
turnaround in our approaches, Debate on gender
specialization used to conclude on expressions such
as conservative, olddashioned. orthodo, tradition-
al and what nol Domesticity and houwmfers were

and Wom-
en r:(hlmum was promaoted with the belief that em-
ployment would liberate women from unfair family
responsibilities, So much so that some enthusiastic
activists started demanding that mankind should
search possihilities of sharing childbearing pains
with both genders. Nevertheless the spirit of en-
tire debate remained economic wellbeing leading to
happiness with the active contributions of hoth men
and women, Despite the fact that contemporary so-
ciology  sugpestsstructurabfunctionalism  offering
an essentialist defense for gender specialization

factors, such as the divi
sion nl‘l\ou@ehold lahar? Does the relationship hold
across countries? Or, do some countries have fea-
tures that alter the gains to homemaking or buffer
the strains of paid work?" According to some other
studies during this millennium, "Normative pres-
sures and role comflices are mvoked as reasons that
housewives will be happier. Social conservatives
and eultural feminists hold that satisfaction comes
from fulfilling traditional gender moles. A wife's em-
ployment will erode her wellbeing if her paid work
is out of step with the gender comventions of her
social world. Public opinion stll questions the ad-
visability of married women's paid work, at least
fulltime employment when children are ol
ers. Because of disproportonate mesponsibilities
for the home, cinbdren and family employed women

leaving childbearing Lo women e
within the home and the instrumental leadership
in the occupational system to men, still dichotomy
uﬂ.hcmghls conlinues, Scientific data suggests that
i spite of the drodgery associated with stereatyp-
ically female work around the house, many women
do. 1n fact, report personal gratification and mean-
ing in the activities of caring for home and family,
According to a lew studies more married women
achieved prestigious, highly paid and presumably
meaningful careers due to increased women's labor
force participation, However, contrary to the early
feminsts’ expectations the general happiness of

are vul isfaction arising from Lhe
stress of woﬂdarmly conflict, The strain results
from diminished time available to satisfy household
demands, Mothers who report having insufficient
time with loved ones have lower well-being than do
others. There are workto-home spillovers, such as
fatigue and emotional upsets which contribute o
the dissatisfaction of working women,"

Studies in developed countries do serve as an
eyegpener o determine the effectiveness of our
century's long struggle to ensure women participa-
tion in economic activities, These countries being
leaders for such movements are reporting disap-

“hi from Bowling Green State Universi-
ty Ohio and her colleagues, for working mothers,
children exacerbate perceptons of time deficits
leading to dissatisfaction,
An analysis of 28 countries found statistically sig-
nificant and robust, happiness advantage for home-
makers compared to fulltime working wives. A
notion thal "hememaking is quiet death” finds no
support today as opposed perhaps to the 19605
Happiness iz a complex phenomenon; we can't cat-
egorically conclude that hememaking is the only
fac tnrwh]ch guarantees Iupmnvﬁk Ilcwwtm:r T
and under the
umbre]!a oJ' liberalism can’t promize satisfaction
for women. We need to remain pragmatic whibe
considering alternatives to determine appropriate
chelees in life, A balanced and rational analysis of
situation linked with ground realities can help mar-
ried couples negotiate gender roles for a happy and
peaceful life. In my opindon, it is linde o moch
to demand equal participation in economic realm
from women when they are already contributing
significant and probably more than equal share
to the mankind by raising families and manag-
ing domestic lives. Now we have started under-
standing that doing jobs besides childbearing
and domestic responsibilities is actually a kind
of exploitation not liberation. We need to re-
main just and recognize that women should be
allowed and facilitated to perform their gender
specific roles conveniently without any coer-
cion to contribute to the earning of a family.

Role of cottage industries in economic
development of Pakistan

Muhammad Anwar Farooq

In Pakistan, cottage
industries are particularly
important because they
provide employment
opportunities to women
and individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds
who may not have access
to formal education or
training. Cottage industries
also contribute to the
economy by generating
income for households

The cottage industry refers to a type of small-scale,
decentralized manfacturing or production of gmods
typically carried out in people's homes or small work-
shops, The term origingted in England during the
18th and 18th centuries when rural people produced
goods such as textiles, pottery, and handicrafts in
their cottages asa way to supplement their income,

Cottage industries can be found in a wide range of sec-
tors, from food and beverage production to handmade
goods, jewelry, and other creative pursuits. The inter-
oet has also enabled the cottage industry to reach a
wider audicnce, with online marketplaces providing
a platform for artisans and craftspeople to sell their
products wosldwide, The cottage industry plays an im-
portant role in economic development, particalary in
developing countries. The cottage industry provides
employment opportunities o people, especially in
rural areas where there may be limited job opportu-
nites, It allows people to work from home or near
by, which saves them time and moaey on transpor-
tation. It provides an opportunity for people to earn
aclditional income beyond their regulir jobs or other
income-generating activities. Tt helps to preserve tra-
ditional skills and knowledge that might otherwise be
lost, By producing traditional crafts and products, the
cottage industry can help to keep cultural hertage
alive, It supports local production and consamption,
which can help to reduce dependence on imported
goods and improve loeal

ity (SMEDA), the cottage industry employs over 10
millxm people in Pakistan and contributes significant
Iy o the country's exporls. The report suggests that
the: cottage industry accounts for over 709 of non.
farm employment in rural an:as and generates about
25% of the country’s total e

Moreover, a study condu by the Intermational La:
Bour Organization {TLO) estimates that the informal
sector, which includes cottage indusiries, accounts
for around 70% of employment in Pakistan,

study also suggests that the informal sector contrib-
utes significantly to the economy, accounting for
around 30% of GDE. Despite the potential benefits
of the cottage industry in Pakistan, there are gev-
eral challenges that limit its growth and sustaina
bility. Here are some of the key problems facing
the cottage mdustry in Pakistan. Many cottage in-
dustries in Pakistan struggle to access credit and
financing to fnvest in their businesses and expand
their eperations. This limits their ability to grow
and compete with larger businesses.

Cottage mdustries often lack access to larger mar
kets, which can limit their ability to sell their
products and generate income, In many rural ar
eas of Pakistan, cottage industries are hampered
by poor infrastrocture, incloding limited access
tor electricity and transportation,

Cottage industries in Pakistan often lack the resourc
s and technol to increase productivity and effi-

entreprencurship and innovation, allowing people to
develop their own businesses and prodocts. The cot-
tage industry can be more environmentally sustama
ble than Targe-scale production, as it often uses local
natural resources and generates leas waste.
The share of the cottage industry in the Pakistani
economy is difficult to determine precisely, as it is
largely miormal and operates outside of frmal eco-
nomic channels, However, estimates suggest that the
enttage industry accounts for a significant portion of
employment and economic activity in Pakistan, par-
ticularky in rural areas, According to a repurt by the
Small and Medium Enterprises Development Author

ciency, which can limit their competitiveness. Many
cottage industry workers lack access to training and
education opportunities to improve their skills and
knowledge, The cottage industry in Pakistan often re-
ceives limited government support, including sccess
to training, financing, and other resources, Cottage
industries in Pakistan face etiff competition from
cheaper imported products, which can make it diffi
cult for them 1o compete on price and quality,
These challenges pose significant obstacles to the
ﬁ‘a rowth and sustainability of the cottage industry in
kistan. Addressing these problems will require a
concerted effort from the government, industry, and

civil society to invest in infrastructure, training, and
support for cottage industry workers and businesses,
Mo doubt, promoting the coltage industry in Pakistan
cin have several benefits, including an increase in
employment opportunities, an increase in economic
growih, c\ﬂtmz] preservation, paverty !\:ducuon. and

In Pakistan, ourlage industries are particular] Iy |mpm
tant becanse they provide employment opporiunities
to women and individeals from disadvantaged back-
grounds who may ot have access to formal education
or training. Cottage industries also contribute to the
economy by generating income for households and
supporting local communities,

The future of cottage indostries in Pakistan depends
on several factors, including government policies,
access o finance and markets, and technological
advancements. The government can play a crucial
role in supporting cottage industries by providing
access to credit, training, and technical assis-
tance to small-scale entrepreneurs. In adﬂjt]cm
advances in 1 such as

platforms, can provide new opportunities for [—o:
tage indusiries to reach a wider customer base
and expand their businesses.

Orverall, cottage industries are likely to remain an
essential part of the Pakistani economy, particularly
in rural areas. With the right pelicies and support,
coftage industries can contimue to thrive and contrib-
ute to sustainable economic growth in Pakistan.
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SC set to
announce
verdict

From Pace 01
parties myolved in the cise
wrapped up
mants. Although the ve ﬂlul
waz oxpected, the CJF's
secretary  said Chat the
neveiled

decision will be

political parties — the Paki-
stan |L']I!EL‘]( Insaf (FTI)
and the ruling allance - Lo
agree upon & mulual date
for the clections, but they
could not reach a comson-
sus, The Pakistan Muslim
LeagueNawaz's  (FPMLN)
lawyer asked the court to
contimg the procecdings
as the coalition partmers
needed more time to con
salt with each ather.

The 3C had taken the suo-

mabw natice of &0 apparent
ditay in the L]u was of the
b

that drew strong criticsm
from the government
As per the CJP, the suomo

imsue the date for palls i i
who had the constitutional | pe
respomsibility of conduct.
elections and when. A
nine-member langer bench
was comstituted initilly
hear the case but the beach
was reconstituted after four
Judies — Justice Hazlll Af
=an, Justice SayyedMazahor
Al Akbar Naqwi,  Justice |
Athar Mimallah and Justice §
YalyaAfridi — of the besch §
recused themselves, |
Meanwhile, the
allance — PMLN, Paki
stan Peeples Party, ond
the  Jamistllema-edslam
JULF) — alo withdrew
their plea for the formation
secking a full court bench
after the reconstitution af
the bench hearing the case.
At the cutset of the hearing
today, Attorney General for
Pakistan Shehzad Ata Ela
nformed the court that
he was ready Lo give arge
ments. He also raised an
abjectian to the Supreme
Court Bar Asscciation Pres
ident  AbidFuber, saying
that his same had been
removed from the judicial
order. At this, CJP Bandic
al said that the court sees
the SCEA s an matitulion
“What is writen in
court is not part of a pudicial
order; It becomes an order
when the judges sign it
he remarked. After this, Zu-
besi started his srguments.
“Supreme Court has  de-
dared it n the past that the
el Immm. should be held in

ruling

thiz. Justice Mandokhail re-
marked that the presidents

ta follow the Cabinet's ad-
wice as per the Constitution.
“Can the president or gov-
ornors give the

«am their own,”
quired.  Meanwhile,

o

B.uulml remarked that the

conatit
tionally bound to follow an-
regarding the
appointment of 4 carelaker
guvernment or deciding the
wlection date.
Whille Justice Muazhar add-
ed that “no one's advice is
needed where thens s <||s
cretzon® Moving an, the
asked that wha would issue
the notification for the as
sembly dasolutian. Respand-
ing to the guestion, Zuberd
said that the autification foe
b dissafution of the Punjab
mbly had been isswed

od starts right after the as-
sembly has been dissobved,

Justice Isa
shows..

From Pace 01
summoned the registrar of
the Supreme Court along
with all the recosds. T am
a Supreme Court judge and
have: been the chief mstice
af Balochistan High Court §
fior five vears,” said Justice |
Iea, adding that he wasts |
tragsparency.  “How will
there he transparency if the
registrar trapsfers a case
from one bench to anath-
er?” be questioned.

It seems like Lhe regis
trar has more powes than
a judge like me,” he s
adding, “He cannot hear
the cases from the year |
2010 #s the registear ap-§
points the judges by him- |
self”, "Can | ask the re;
istrar i appoint a specific |
cxse to a specific beach?” §
Justice Isa asked, At this, |
the registrar said that (hr;
i
1

hearing of the cases is
scheduled only after Chief
Tustice of Pakistan Umar |
Ata Bandsal's approval

{ on Monday.

Combaxx-Roshan Khan
Team Squash starts

“Due to the elimination of departmental teams, the teams of a few institutions are not
partlc1patlng in the event, but the absence of Alr Force team in the event is surprising”

ArzaL Javen

ISLAMABAD:  The prestigious
CombaxeRoshan Khan M_vlmnal

Complex, Kara

Navy in collaboration with Come
baxx Sports st Pakistan Navy Ho-
shan Khan bsh:usm Khan Squash

Sharing the -|Ir~m [lalulvs af the

men's event,
Palistan Army,

the

Team Squash Ch will
be kicks off from Today (Wednes-
day) being srganized by Pakistan

secretary

leulﬂl.ml Command-
er Rabmatullal said that in the

seven teams fm
Davy, Wapsa Kiy-
ber Pakblunkbwa, Punjab, Smdh
and Babochistan will e
ent adding that five teams
from WAPDA, Arm;
jab and Halochistan will pastics
pale in the womens category.

pete o mony.

Simdh, Pun-

He said that the final o the cham-
paomsip will be played on March
Sth with colsarful closing
Farmer Woeld Charnp
a ud saquash legend Jahangir Khan,
present on the sccasion,
HII] that i 18 important to contin
ue L events in search of new tak

ent in squash, “Due to the slimi-
nation of departmental L the
teams of a few instilutions ane not
participating in the ev bust the
absence of the Air Force team in
the event is surprising”, he added,
In response in a dquestion, Ja-
hangir Khan said that Lod
payers do not take proper
vuntage of the available faci
a5 hard work and proper use of
facilities are mecessary to be-
comes top sguash play
He said that Pakistan Squash Fed-
wration should act pr sonally
as paw nohody is asking the fed-
eration and few people are play
ing squash who are not related to
this sport,  Omar Saced, CEQ of
Combacr Sports =aid that Jahang-
ir Khan is a role moded lor squash
players and we will continue our
snpport Lo promote the sport and
disciver new tabent so that our
country regan the bost gary
al sepsash at he internativanl level
Vice Chairman of the Chyanizing
Commillee, Zubair Macha of Com-
haxx Sparts, Director of Event Ta-
hir Jamee] Khanzada and Champi-
onship Releree Naveed Alam were
alss present on this socsion.

Scaloni to stay with
Argentina till 2026

BUENOS AIRES: Argenting's Wordd Cupwisning coach
Livnel Scaloal bas sigeed 4 sew costract until the 2026
Wotld Cup, the Argentine football federation announced
cabani, who took over the role in 2018 and
guided Lionel Messis tenm to glory in Qatar in Decem:
ber, agreed o Lhe new deal while altending the FIFA Best
awards i Paris. Argentine football chief "Clamtio Taps and
Livned Scaloal met to finalise the extension of his contract
until 2026," o statement from the federation read under the
headline "Continuity assured”, Scaloni, 44, led Arge
to the Copi Amenca title in 2021 - the Allscebeste
mternational trophy smoe 1993, He then mastermnded
the South Americans' third World Cup title with & penalty
shoat-out victory over France i the final in Deba.
He: tack oeer as coach fram Jorge Sampsali after a bst16 exit
al the 2008 World Cup i Fusssiz, mitiady on an interim bass
Brefire miking Lhe job his owi AL the e, nol everyone had
welcomied the arrival of the understated Scaloni at the helm of
the natiosal team. The labe Diego Marsdeoa, himsell 3 frrmer
Argentira manager, affered 3 particubiy withering assess
ment, prafsing Scaluts character bal telling the Clarin newspa.
He's ot even capable af directmg tra
previous experience s 3 hoad coach, and was o
b im charge for two months while the federstion searched for
Sarrmusoll's suceesser, He inbered 8 squsd scarred by 3 series
of nenrmisses - the 2014 World Cup final defet was fallowed
by bncdeterbmick Copa America fmad fossea to Chile on pesalties
in 2015 and 2000, His vision for the team impressed, ameaget
otbwors Mesel whi was ket disillusioned with isternational foot-

balk after the 2018 Workd Cup exit, Scadont led Argentin ona

Stematch unbeaten run headmyg mio bt ye;

‘s Woeld Cup,

e haghlight of which was the 2021 Copa America rinmph
in Brazil, which ended a 28year trophy drought, - Agencies

Scandal-hit French football
chief Noel Le Graet quits

PARIS: Fremch  Foolball
Federation presilent Noel
Le Graet msigred on Tios-
day following nccusations
of sexual and paychological
harassment, bringing to an
end moee than & decade in
charge, The &lyearclds
time at the hetm had coin-
cided with the revival of the
rench men's national Leam
&3 8 force, with their victod
at the 2018 Word Cup fik-
lewed by @ Fum to st year's
final in Qatar, which they lost
on penales to Amgeating.
But Le Graet's resigeation
comes 13 days aftor the pub-
licatson of a damning report
into management practices
at the Parishazed FFF which
had been compssioned by
the French sports ministry.
“Considering his - cenduct

towneds women, his pablic

ance fallms.s of the } TF, M
aer has the

and represent Freach faot.
ball,” the repart said,

Le Graet had already
agreed in Janusry to step
down pending the outcome
of the audit, which cosclud-
ed that he should not re-
turn to the role because his
“hehaviours] excesses ane
incompatible with the car-
rying aut of his functians.”
It was revealed last month
that Le Graet, whose man-
date was due to rus until
2024, was being investigt-
e for sexual and pycha-
logical harassment fallow-
ing allegatioms made by a
fenale foothall agent, Sania
Souid, He was already un-
der pressure after making
dismissive remarks in
radio interview in early Jan-
uary about France legend
Zimedine Zidane's potential
interast in coaching the na-
tivnal team. That was
lnngserving. coach D
Deschiamps bad his
tract extended until 2026,
le Graet amnounced his
departure at an executive
committes meeting of the

Eurn 16 fimal = boats be
fore thear back-to-back World
Cup final appearances,

He ‘alsa oversaw Fromce's
successful hosting of the
2018 Wamen's World Cup.

federation i Tuesdsy, with
members of the committee
telling AFP that Philippe
Dialke would remain in the
role of interim president,

Dialla, a federalion

vice-president who bad in-
itially moved ap te fill in
for Le {raet when he first
stepped back in
i expected o remam m
charge ot least until a perma-
nent spccessar is voted for
in June. Le Gret, 3 former
socialist maar af the sl
Brittany town af Guingamp,
averzaw the rise of the local
foothall team that became
a tap4light force during his
time a5 chub president. e
then became president of
the FFF im 2011, at & time
whea the French game was
reeting in the wake of the
national team's disstrous
showing at the 2010 Warkd
Cup, when the players went

“He is & great leader. This

federation is one of the
bestrun federations,” in-
sisted the yeferan Lyon

dent JeunMichel
. an influential mem-
f the FFF exequtive
committee, un Taesday.

Hewever, Le Graets de
parture alsa comes amsd
deepeiing crisis withis the
France wamen's team,

Severn] star phyers, led
by captain Wendse Renard,
last week announced that
they would no longer play
for Framce under the cur-
rent sebup, with just five

eii's Woald Cup i Australia
and New Zealand. That |m9

an strike, Le Graet aversaw

the appointment of Des
champs as cosch m 2012, the backing llf Ll: raet, in
and France seached the serious doubt. - Agencies

HE Pakistan Super

League (P5L} season
eight is i fall flow as the
race for the playalls inten.
sifies. Defending champi-
onz Lahore Qalandars are
currently t the top of the
puoints Ghle with eight
points alter five games.
Multan Saltams, in sec
ond place, also have eight
points but their net run-rate

United, Karachi Kings and
Peshawar Zalmi are in thind,
fourth and fifth posgion,
respectivel meanwhile
Quelts Gladistors ase at the
battarm of the peints table,
The dosing - coremamy
and final will be played an
March 18 in Lahore, which
will abso host playenffs

The winner will ol ondy [t
the Supernova Trophy bat
will also collect a cheque
of Rsl20m, while the run.
mersup will receive o clwegue
of Redfm. Qalandars wil at-
tempt to become the first
side to win backtohack te
Hes; meanwhile Islmabad
Unitel will aim 1o become

Schedule of remaining

X b o
the rst saicesskil dale by
Tifting the trophy thrice,
Schedule of remaining
PSL A matches

1 Mr - Peshawar Zalmi v
Hamschi Ki indi Crack-
ot Stadium, 2 Mar - Lahore
Qalandars v Quetts Glade
ators, Gaddafi Stadiom, 3
Mar - Islanabad Usited v

PSL 8 matches _

Karachi Kmps, Podi Crick:
et Stadium. 4 Mar - Lahore
Calandars v Mulsan Slﬂiam
Goddafi Stadium. 5

lshunabad United Que(la
Gladsators, Pledi  Cricket
Stadium. 6 Mar - Quetts
Gladiators v Karachi Kings,
Pindi Cricket Stadium. 7
Mar - Peshawar Zalmi v La-

e Qalondars, Pindi Crick-
ot Stadium; Elamabad Uni
ed v Multan Sultans, Findi
Cracket Stadium. 8 Mar
Pakistan Women's League
Exhibition Match 1, Pindi
Cricket Stadium; Peshawsr
ZLalmi v CQuetla Ghidislors,
Pindi Criket Stadium. 9
Mar - [shmabad United v
Lahoee  Clalaedars,  Piedi
Cricket Stadium, 10 Mar -
Fakistan Women's
Exhibitzon  Match 2, Pmdi
Cricket Stadim; Peshawar
Zalmi v Multan Sultans, Pin-
di Cricket Stadium. 11 Mar
- Pakistan Women's League
Exhabitzon Match 3, Pindi
Cricket  Staduen;  Quetia
Gladiators v Multan Sultars,
Pindi Cricket Stadium. 12
Mar - Ishmabad United v Pe-
shawar Zabmi, Pndi Cricket
Stadium; Lalwore Calandars
 Karachi Kags, Gaddafi Sta-
dium. 15 Mlar - Qualifier (1 v
2), Gadidafi Stadinm. 16 Mar
- Elmimstor 1(3v 4), Gaddsfi
Stadiem. 17 Mar - Ehminator
2 {loser Cralifier v winner

Fliminator 1), Gaddafi Sta
dium. 19 Mar - Final, Gadd-
afi Sadium, - DNA

Taliban forces
kill top ISKP
commanders

From Pace 01

The statement also said that Qari Fateh was
main masterming for the Dacsh or Islamic 5
Khorasan Provinge (ISKP) and was responsible
for planning several attacks, including those on
Russian, Pakistan, and Chinese diplomatic mis-
sions in Kabul. Qari Fateh previously served
as Amir-al-Harb (military leader) for Khorasan,
head of Kunar provinee, and head of the eastern
zone. Mujahid also confirmed the killing of ljaz
Amin Ahangar, also known as Abu Osman, the so-
called first Amir of the Islamic state Hind prov-
ince and a senior leader of the 13K in southern
Afghanistan along with two others members of

the group.

The statement further
several other Daesh members,

added that
ncluding foreign

nationals, have been detained who planned dead-

Iy attacks in recent days.
Taliban Lo power in the countr

Since the return of the
the I5-Khorasan

group has been the main security challenge and
adversary to the government.

Over 70 husinessmen signed up for trade delegation

The ambassador said the heroic people of Ethiopia had registered a big triumph on
this day by fighting imperial powers on its land. “We are the only nation in Africa that
never colonized in the past and that has only been made sure by our brave people”

ISLAMARAL: - Ambassador
Extmordinary  amd  Pleni
potentiary for the Federal
Demueratic Republic of Ethi-
vpia to Pakistan Jemal Beker
Abdula ve Tuesday =iid sa
far more than 70 husiness
men have signed wp for the
hastaric trade delegaton fly-
ing 1o Addis Ababa oo March
5 fior explaring business and
investment opportunities,

‘We are going to make
history #s the sumber of
delegates we are expecting

{ may crass the mark of 100

belore the deadiise lor re
istration which i Masch
said the ambasssdor wi
addressing a news briefing
here which was entirely fo-
cused v the (reday bast-
mess Lrip to Ethiopia,

| He =aid a lot of efforts and

energy was invested in the

imitiative as his Leam worked
day in and day ot i make

i
the cntire knrscape of Ethi
opia and Pakstan's bilateral
selations” be hoped,

Jemal Beler said the bilit-
erl trade between Ethinpia
and Pakistan amounted to
only 78 million, bul “one
thing 1 can sssure you is
that with this business del
egation, our bilteral trade
will et a magar bapst”

“lIn this debegation, we have
included business peophe
from different sectors of
the economy = especially
those which have trade
and investment potental in
Ethiopia,” he said, adding

Pakistani business commir
nity on their first visit 10

Ethiopia would find 2 big
market for rice, pharma.
ceutical products, medical
equipment, sporis Eems

tea, pulses,
ilseeds and
vegetables
from  Ethiopia
which  would
eventually

help it

mirimle the growing de
the edibles.
Tne ambassador said Ethio-

pia was the fastest growing

¢ cost
production
including
clean enengy
and  skilled
Tnbour,
“We have
masl completed
the largest Grand
Ethiopinn
Enais

snce Dam with 6,500 MW
" be said, adding

een ergy ta
Sauth 'sulhn [lelmun and
nthers.

Jemal Beker sid the gov.
erment of Ethwopia was

supportive of foreign inves
tars as it has ppened up its
econamy and encoarged
the privale sector Io lake
ment of
& ineen-
tives and opewindow ser
vices were among the other
imitiatives to attract Foreign
Direct [mvestmest, the en-
voy added. “We are beading
to become an icon of Afre
c nnder the keadership of
Prime Minister Dr Abiy
Aheed,” he maintaised.

To a query, be said the
trde  delegation  would

inclide  subsidized ir
fares and accommodation,
businesstobusiness  and
governmeat-1o-business
meetings 22 well a= grand
receptions  and  cubtural
nights bested by the coun.
try's leadership.

Birations of the 127th Anni-
versary of Adwa Victary as
the day marked Ethiopia's
ory ower the colunial
Ttalian army at the Battle of
Adwa on March 1, 1896.
cake-culling ceremony
wan held at the Embassy
wf the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia Ts
Tamabad which was attend
ed by a lange mumber of
miedia peraons, diplomats
and officials of the goverm-
ment of Pakistan. - APP

PSL 8th Edition

KARACH]

L]
tighten..

Fron Pace 01
spesking on the Teksgram
messaging app s explosions
boamed m the background,
struck o def@nt note: “Febor
ary 28, the town of Bakhmit
The city is e fire; the enemy
is pressing, Everything will be

hrame...” Russa’s stalérun
RIA pews agency nelossed
a widoo cip which it said
showed Russian 5025 fighter
jets rearmy over Balturml,

Imran Khan
secures...

From Pace Dl
Additional
Zafar Igbal,
e the Imm-.u af the o
announced  the  decision
as Khan failed to appear
before the court despite
repeated  orders,  During
the course of proceedings,
Khan's lawyer Ali Bukhan
and Election Commission
af Pakistan's (ECF) lawyes
Sawd Hasan were presest
in court. The hesring of
the case wns conducted by
judge Zafar lghal. Khan's
lawyer informed the court
that the former has left Ls-
hore & while ago. “Tmma
Khan has to appear befure
twa courts in the fudicial
oomples He spid that
Ehan will not be able to ap-
pear in this court today.

Sharif,
Zardari...

From Pace 01
A five-member lrger bench
al the apex court bed by
Chied Justice of Pakistan
Umar Ata Bandsl u-m]udcd

and a verdict in the case
would be snnounced om
Wednesday (omormw) be-
fore 1lam, “Supreme C
is e savsour of the Const
tation... their primary job is
ta protect the Comstitutivan,.
don’t make Supreme Court
a part of public debate,”
Fawad sad while relerring
tar Lhe ruting PIM's leaders”
eriticam ol the Lop court.

Marriyum
blasts...

Froum Pace (11
shild reakise that in has dit
ficult time, Bushra Bibi and
Farah Gogi left him alone to
face: court cases.  She said
that “watch thiel and foreign
agent” shoukd answer why
Teshalthara gifts were sto-
lem and why did he sell the
walch with an image of the
Hoty Kaaba. Marriyum asked
Tmiran to appear in court and
did ]lushm Bibi

necklces. He should abso
I.eII the court why foreige

Moody s
slashes Pak
credit rating

Frowm Pace 01

Moody's has aleo reduced
the rating for the senior un-
secured MTN programme o
(P)Caal from (PpCml. Cone
currently, it las alse dranged
thi autlook 1o stable from
negative. “In partiodar, the
country’s foreggn exchange
reserves bove Bllen o e
tremely low kevels, far ke
than necessary te cover s
import meeds and external
deb abligations over the im-
mediale and mediom term,”
zaid Moody's in a statement.
The ruting sgency said that
although the government was
implemienting some tax mess
ures Lo meet the conditions of
IMF prograense and the d»
s
might help ta cose:
try's immesdiate nr\‘ds. wealk
govermance and helghlered
socal rishs impede  Paki-
stan’s ability to contieally
implement the range of pok
icies that wodd secure irge
amounts af Fnascing and de-
ly mitigate riss to
talanoe of paynients.
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US seeks
extradition
of El Chapo's
son

‘x“rs h1-z nﬂ'\ ally 1xk,e-||
Mexico to extradite Ovidi
Gurman, 8 son of Joaquin
“El Chapo” Guiman, the
former leader of the Sinaloa
Carel, for smuggling nar
catics into the U5,

Since December 2021, the §
US State Department bas §
affered an award of up to §5
miltion far information lead-

ing to his arrest |
According to the State
Department, Ovidio and
his brother Jaaguin Gue
man-Laper are heading a
trmsnational drug empire
that oversees 11 metham-
pletamine labs in the state
af Sinalea producing an s
timated 3,000.5.000 pounds
al per
ronth. Ovidio was arrested |
ctober 2019, prompting |
criminal groups te respond

vileatly. He w
on the orders of Mexican |
President Andres Manuel §

News DEsk

ASTANA; President Kase-

| who arrived in Astasa for
n officlal visit, Kazinform
g learned from the Akor
dn press service,

Welcoming the American
diplomat, the Head of
State sakl that since the
mament -of o isliment
of diplamatic relaticns, Ka-
{ zakhstan and the had
busilt plary inferaction
boeh in bilateral and mult-
Iateral formats, Addressing
the guest, KassymeJomart
Takayer noted the impor
tance of giving additional
impulae 1o budding the
strategic cooperation  be-
tween Washingten and As-
tana. He commended the
r:lub‘e long-term g

o -attacks: by srwes v |
Phe re |

| apartant ancas a5
| -mclmlv. energy, trade and
mvestments. The Kazakh
der expressed u'.ldlm-s-c
for further development
§ the codperation,

sad e
of the largest investors of
Kazakhstan with the total
moaunt of investments at
billzom US dullars.
Presideat of Hazhb
stan ako -wln.umu_ the @
forts of the
ing the C

sude for constant snd firm
sapport  of

Eazaldistan's
erritorial

+1 m|>|| mtian
the impar
tance of holding the meet-
fng of the foreign misist

President

n
the

; aking o
e p g
man's extradition ~APP | JTEUE

of Central Asia snd the 1.5
r his part, the
y of State

| wishes to
f of the TS
. Antemy Blinken

boosting the schienements
resched in more than 30
years of hilateral relations,

deepentng  and  strength-
ening the Kazakhstasl.5.
partmership at the bilateral
level, The L ry aof
State said Kazakhsian and
the U5, are liuked by strong
relations aed they will keep
strengthening. The U.5.. m
his words, will stay cammit
ted to this coarse. <At the
same time we are thankful
b you and your leam for

Blinken voices support for
sovereignty of Kazakhstan

The President of Kazakhstan also welcomed the efforts of the U.S. in advancing
the C5+1 cooperation and emphasized the importance of holding the meeting
of the foreign ministers of Central Asia and the U.S. in Astana

We mtend to mteract at the
highest level. [ am glad to
be here and contribate to
the strengthening of our co-
aperation
Besides,
tary of
the political and econ
BT |ul.m,. plac
b

we just uy those words
they nctsally bave o
meaning. Asd of co
in this particular tinse, they

in Astana. Ahead of the trip,
the Biden administration sl
it was foced on supportieg
independence and soveregm.
ty u[ e region’s five for

i ch

achedule Toesday includes o

meeting of the
lomatic  dialog
gotbesiag the Central Asian 2015 ““.'J!_‘ Kaz
leaders bure in Astana, 1 Kymiyastan, Tagkuan
menstan end Usheldstan 1o

hope that together with our

colleagues — fareign minss  Doost regional eooperatioa.
bas. — will participate 38 e began & mecting with
i 8 more specific work on  fakh  President  Kass
unification of the region, by yusfuamart Tokayey, Blnken
creating stronger ties apd S8 be loked forward to en-
doser interactinn. | el with foreign niinsters

that this will be of great sig- {m'“ the group in “evermon:
nificamee for the people of practical work in bringing
Contrnl Asia i the 1.5, e regwe logelher.

Japan to
provide $60M |
humanitarian

aid fo

Myanmar
TORYO: Japan on Tuestay |
announced that it will pro-
vide additional 5603 mil
fion i humandarian ass
tance to Myanmar.

In response o the rapid |
increase in the neod for - §
manitaran assist
to the deteriorating situs.

MINSE: Belarus  highly
appreciates Lse high level
of cosperation with China,
Belarussan said in an inter
| view with Chinese media,
BelTA has learned

When ashed about the state
and prospects for relations
between the twa countries,
tion since last year, Japan's § the head of state recatled
indetry sayl in a | their history and his first
t, Tokyo will pro-| visit o Chisa. *1 traveled
itinnal humanitari | 10 China when 1 was mem-
nce totaling $60.3 | ber of perliament. T was

Fareign 3
q(J[L me

o of the word's

millien io the Southeast | intercsted in froe economic — pow ses and that we
Asian nat | zones, their legal regimes, me'ld 0 bearn f!'lm Chi-
The aid will seach the af | the benefits they might 08 il

enllapse of t||\‘ S0
i0d Belarus was
luaking for ways out af the
difficull sitation in which

poople  through | brieg o the stale,” be sid,
i “In the partisment [was the
main Ir.Nau i (85 they say

now) for conperation with

NHCR, §
LNI(. F. WFF, and ASEAN |

Coordinating  Centre  fo China, The visit valaated it foupd itsell. T propased
Humanitarian  Assstance | this conviction of mime, 0 farn te the experienc
an_Disaster Management | The cher  intuitive aof China. The Belarusian
(AHA  Centre). “Jupan | I felt that just in & couple  pacliament,

will provide food, medical | of decodes China would — natiosalist win

ten to this much, ond [ wes
strongly criticized for this
But the government (bed
by Viyacheslay Kebich then)
already had some tics with
e sandr
Lukashenko  sasd.  Then,
according Lo him, the beliel
of the need to tap lnto the
Chinese expe

Bebarus, alreaty swereign
and mdependent, had some
thing 1o offs L3
try. "In the
the technolog; i
level of innovatson, new ide
s wis enormous. B
wis the center of new 1
nologies. Back
negatiations were not onky

aboul tmade, bul primar
iy about investment and
aew dechn 5 Chins

was interested in amy new
technology. We shared the

Belarus has been reliable
friend of China: Lukashenko

technofogies that the Chi-
nese people and the state
were mierested in Looking
absead, | will sy that today
it i Belarus who is learn-
ing now technologics. from
Clrina: from biotechnalagy
e delense, You've madr

e become rlw
world’s major pawer. Not
siagle problem can be
resibved wiliout. you," the
2ai

The president expects that
there will be no obstacles
Irrms China in this process.

for China then. It is Chisa’s
turn to help us, First of AII.

ation
watling for more companies.
from China
terprizes L register m|||
the: park,” he: said —APP

Opposition parties
in Nigeria call for
fresh elections

ABUIA: Nigeria's main opposition parties are calling
for fresh elections, describing results currently being
announced by electorsl body #s “heavily doctored and
manipalated,” in a joint press conference in the capi-
tal, Abuja, They said their parties wauld no langer be
part of the ongring collation process in the crpital Abu-
ju amd added Usey had lost confidence m the electoral
bady Chairenan Mahmeoed Yakubu, sl a joinl statement
from the Peoples Democratic Party, Labour Party, and
African Democratic Congress in Abuja on Tuesday.
The partles called for new polls to be held under a
new chairman for the Indepondent National El
al Commission (INEC). "We call on the international
community to aote that the results being declared at
the National Collation ceatre have been heavily doc
tored and manipulated and do mol reflect the wish
s of Nigerians expressed 4t the polls on February
. 2023 they said The election process has been
dogged with controversy, and the announcement st
the mational collation cester in Abuja has seen some
e moments, with oppesition party members walk-
ing out of the collation center as the results were be-
ing announced Monday. Seversl shservers inchuding
the European Union have said the election fell short of
expeciations and “lacked transparency.” — Agencies

items and shelters as well

o siee | Azerbaijan files
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ucation, and |
n = to combat illegal
drugs,” the minisiry said.
Since the military coup of
Feb. 1, 2021, Japan said var
fous parts of M\zmn.n i

arb_itration case
against Armenia

BAK!

Baku has filed an arbilration case against Yerevan
the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT), an mternations]
n rr.. uaulg o ¢ \’m-ﬁ-ls-nm\r\nup ration primarily

oF in e aratl 5 ¥
Armengan sccupation. “In g Notice of Arbiration served
an Arments, Ambmpu s h redress and
pensation for Arm

iced persons,
 of humasitarian sssis-
tance,"~APP |

Eleven EU

| from 1991 Lo 2020.° o stalement by the Azerbaijani Far
5 | eign Minisicy said an Mosday. The stalement il Arme
states unite | nis bres I“i multiple provisians of the ECT, a5 well as
| ciples of international law, by denying
to strengthen | i e b
| region, exploiting Arerbaijan’s energy resources for its

nuclear awn L‘-m_lll and depriving Azerbai

power

STOCKHOLM: Eleven
7 states vowed on
‘5In—ng|'||¢:n

n‘gan‘] include the exploitation o
hydropower rescurces and facilities, and the construc
tiom of al least 37 additional nnautharized hydropower
facilities, the statement added.-Agencies

by

OSLO: Yiding Yang Head of Misgion Chinese embassy Norway received Pakistan's
Ambassador to Norway Saadia Qazi, on Tucsday.— DNA
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Georgia's
foreign agent
law widely
condemned
TBILISE: A proposed
eign agent’ law in Georgs
has been widely condemped
by civil sociely, the meda
and EU member state ulul

compared to simil
tion alveady mwu-ul by llle

rn-nlly be-

ing pashed through padis-
menl in Thiisd, would make

autlets that recee mare
than 20% af their fusding
from  sheoad - regis
‘apents of foreign infl
and repart their revenue,

Concerns have been ramed
it will have “dangermes s
plications™ and haem Geor
Il process.
o, supporters chim
the changes are necessary to
improve transparens
Harold Chambers, an analyst
af Goorgan pofitics, told Ex-
ronews: The new law “threat-
ens the Gl of Georgs
democracy by attempling
upge indepesslent oivd

s robust  civil

Bl 200

and indepentent media are
highly admirable for theie
persitence in holdiag the

government  accountable,

e added. —Agencies
Canada bans
TikTok on all

govt devices

TRENTON: Canada
banned TikTok from all
m'nmm ot devices Mon-

for security repsons

and it could he the start
of & further crackdown,
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said.

“This may be a first step,
it may he the only step we
need o take, bul every
step of the way we're go-
ing to be making sure it
we're keeping Canadians
safe,” Trudean told re
porters on Monday short-
Iy after the ban was an-
nounced, “Obvioushy we
take very seriously the
freedom EEpress
the freedom of Canadia
to engage how they want
anline,” he -mnl “But v
also have very important
principles around prote
tion of data, protection
Canadians’ safety and s
curity that we will alwa

step up for.”
Global  Affaizs  Canada
email advising

vid-
NETT
I now binoed following
w by the

information officer.
ban takes effect Tues:
Tok is owned by Bei
jing's ByteDapce techrology
company and concerns amse
aver the parent firm allowing
the: Chinese government fo

ak

irdbows a probe of TikTok an.

nounced by the grverme
tast week -APP
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ISLAMABALR A delegation of Executive Directors of Asian Development Bank calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. — DNA
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: Sanjrani hails Pak-Kazakh o
cordial bilateral relations :::

Chairman Senate Sanjrani extended a warm welcome to the Ambassador and expressed his
appreciation for Kazakhstan's continued support to Pakistan. The Chairman highlighted
the significant progress made by Pakistan in different areas and stressed the importance

of stre,ngthemng economlc cultural, and tducational ties betwaen the two nations.
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Sadig Sanjrani, a1 the Parlament House stan's contimed sopport to Pakmta tended to lim, He acknowbidged Pakistan's
| in ldamabad. The meeting served 2 o ! e in the region and commended

- areas of mt
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Pak, Kuwait celebrate
60th anniversary of
diplomatic relations

TSLAMABADY: A joint evest was organized by Misistry of
Foreign Affairs and Emhassy of Kuwait in Elamabad today
o mark the FlthAnniversary of the establishment of diph-
matic relations between the State of Kuwait and lslamic Re-
public of Pakistan. Munkster of State for Foreign Affairs Hins
Rabbani Khar ws the chief goest at the event. Minister of
State Khar hailed Ilu- lmlunc bilateral rd.atlc-nslun coment-
edl ver past
of relations between IJu."wo countries, chamcterzed byfra
ternal thes, common sspirations and vahies as well as bright
prospects for fusture cooperativn, The Ambassador of Ku-
wait in Islamabad Nas=ar Abdulmhman Jasser Almutairi akso
shed Fight an the histary af brotherdy mlaticns between twa
countries and its people, spanning over sty years. A com-
mesnorstive logo of Glth Anibessary was unveiled in the
oint event, A photo exliibition was sles maugurated by the
Minister of State, depicting varius nspects of the hilaterl
relations between the two countries as wedl as highlevel ex
changes. Representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, UN and
Gewerment. officials, busineds ecomenmity, scademii, me-
din, and civil sockety attended the jont event. Kuwait hosts &
significant Pakistani diaspera playing a eritical mle in the de-
welopment and prosperity of both natians. The joint event
marked the beginning of yeardong activities that waould
be orpanized both in Kuwsit and Pakistan with o view to
transforming the fraternal ties ito more concrete and
mutually rewarding economic relatinns, - DNA
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