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Plan was hatched 
to assassinate me 

in Judicial Complex
Bureau report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan claimed on Monday 
that a plan was hatched to assassinate him 
inside the Judicial Complex. Addressing a 
speech via video link, the deposed premier 
claimed, “If I went inside the Judicial Com-
plex, these people could assassinate me. 
My companions had signaled me to depart. 
The objective of the 20 people present in 
the Judicial Complex was to assassinate 
me. Our lawyers were subjected to torture 
inside the Judicial Complex”.
Mr Khan urged the Chief Justice to hold 
an investigation over the “20 people pre-
sented in the Judicial Complex”. He also 
appealed to the Chief Justice to hold hear-
ings of cases against him via video link, re-
questing that the Chief Justice to see what 
was going on in the country. The country’s 
history did not witness such brutality as 
it did in the tenure of the incumbent gov-
ernment, lamented Mr Khan. He took a 
dig at the Pakistan Democratic Movement 
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ISLAMABAD: Fatih Kemal Ebicliglu, Chairman Dawlance alone with a delegation 
call on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on March 20, 2023. – DNA

Says PDM is trying to pit PTI against army

Imran Khan alleges

Maryam 
takes a dig 

at Khan
DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
Senior Vice 
P r e s i d e n t 
M a r y a m 

Nawaz assailed on Monday 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan, saying the latter was 
now talking about peace 
after terrorists resided in 
Zaman Park. Taking to Twit-
ter, Mr Nawaz launched a 
fresh salvo at the deposed 
premier, saying, “Now he 
realises that he will be dealt 
with iron hands”. “Imran 
Khan is now speaking about 
peace after police mobiles 
were attacked and dozens 
of policemen were injured. 
Not only this, but petrol 
bombs were also used, and 
terrorists lived in Zaman 
Park,” she bashed Mr Khan.

CJP urges 
to set aside 
differences 

Staff report

QUETTA: Chief Justice 
of Pakistan 
(CJP) Umar 
Ata Bandial 
on Mon-
day said 
that there 

should be a rule of law in 
the country and sacrifices 
should be made for devel-
opment. While addressing 
the ceremony in Quetta, 
Chief Justice of Pakistan 
Umar Ata Bandial said 
that the establishment of 
the new building will im-
prove the attainment of 
justice. “May Allah help 
us in making the decisions 
according to the constitu-
tion and law, the building 
has no importance but 
the delivery of justice 
is the basis,” said Chief 
Justice of Pakistan. 

Briefs

Police given ‘free 
hand’: CM Naqvi

DNa

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi has de-
clared that the police have been 
given “a free hand” to deal with the 
PTI hooligans and the writ of the 
government will be established 
at any cost. Addressing a news 
conference in Lahore on Monday, 
Mohsin Naqvi also announced to 
constitute a joint investigation 
team (JIT) to probe the violent 

incidents that took place outside 
Zaman Park in Lahore. “The JIT 
will investigate the incidents with-
in six to seven days,” he added. 
He categorically stated that we 
would not let this happen that the 
policemen kept suffering beating 
at the hands of political vandals. 
“I have instructed the officials 
that they can do whatever they 
want if they are subjected to vio-
lence,” Naqvi said asserting that 

Continued on Page 06

Shehbaz lashes 
out at PTI over

‘smear campaign’

Special correSpoNDeNt

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Monday censured Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
Imran Khan for brazenly attempting 
to tarnish the reputation of Chief of 
the Army Staff (COAS) General Asim-
Munir. Taking to Twitter, the Prime 
Minister said: “PTI’s disgusting 
smear campaign against Chief of the 
Army Staff General AsimMunir at the 
behest of Imran Niazi is deserving of 
the strongest condemnation.”
The campaign against the COAS was 
intolerable and the continuation of 
a conspiracy against the national in-
stitutions, according to a PM Office 
press release. Throwing yet another 
brickbat at the PTI chairman, the 
premier said: “This man Niazi [Imran 
Khan] is stooping to unprecedented 
lows in his desperation for power & 
going to the extent of damaging the 
country & undermining our armed 
forces & their leadership.”
The prime minister urged over-
seas Pakistanis to raise their voice 
against the “foreign-funded” cam-
paign. He said as the dirty politi-
cal game was being played through 
the expatriates, they should not 

become part of the conspiracy.
Imran Khan was violating the con-
stitution by dragging the institu-
tions and their leadership into his 
“dirty” politics, the PM added.
The prime minister also instructed 
the interior minister to strictly deal 
with those running such a smear 
campaign against the institutions.
He also warned of strict legal action 
against those fanning chaos and sub-

version in the country. 
Meanwhile, the PDM decided to deal 
with law breakers strictly. The PDM 
parties that met with Prime Minis-
ter in the chair reached a consensus 
that those who will take law in their 
hands will not be spared. The session 
continued for six long hours. The 
meeting also discussed the security 
situation of the country and holding 
of elections in two provinces. 

Says Imran Khan violating the constitution by 
dragging institutions into his “dirty” politics; 

PDM decides to deal strictly with law breakers

Imran 
politics 

harming 
Pakistan: 
Bilawal

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and Chair-
man of Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari Monday said for-
mer Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s politics of hatred is 
harming the country.
This was stated by the 
Foreign Minister while 
addressing the foundation 
stone ceremony of Zulfiqar 
Bhutto Institute of Cardi-
ovascular Diseases today. 
He said Pakistan is going 
through a political, econom-
ic and security crisis.
Bilawal Bhutto said the part 
Imran Khan played in the 
destruction of Pakistan is a 
part of history now. He said 
the previous government 
of PTI had cheated on the 
budget of Punjab while in 
the provinces of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab 
fraud was going on in the 
name of Health Card.
PPP Chairman Bilawal said 
at a young age, he created 
the world’s largest network 
for the treatment of heart 
diseases while PTI’s pre-
vious government did not 
establish a hospital in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. The PPP 
chairman said free treat-
ment is being provided to 
the poor and the rich peo-
ple in Sindh and patients 
from other provinces of the 
country also come to Sindh 
for treatment. During the 
ceremony, he highlighted 
the importance of National 

Continued on Page 06

COMMENT
aNSar M Bhatti

T HE recent 
d e v e l o p -
ments that 

everybody wit-
nessed in the past 
few days should not 
augur well for the 
future of democra-
cy in Pakistan. Actually there has never 
been a true democratic system in place 
here perhaps ever since the inception 
of this country and the sham democ-
racy that we have been cherising has 
simply failed to deliver the goods. The 
Constitution of Pakistan too is unable 
to provide relief to the hapless ones 
simply because it has never been fol-
lowed in letter and spirit. The ‘might 
is right’ mantra has always ruled su-
preme. Probably that is why at times 
both the military and political leader-

ship had to think about introducing the 
Presidential form of government with 
this hope that this system might help in 
improving the governance and turning 
the huddle into a nation. But all such 
plans could not work. And they cannot 
work because we need to change faces 
as well along with the system.
The government, supported by other 
stakeholders, is trying its best to get 
the Punjab and KP elections post-
poned or delayed and the emerging 
political scenario suggests as if the 
government is close to achieving this 
end. When it comes to holding elec-
tions hardly there are any voices that 
would go against this idea. However 
there is also a consensus that a po-
litical dialogue is a must in order to 
pave the way for agreement on the is-
sue of elections for which all political 
forces need to sit together. Even the 
PTI Chairman hinted at a possible dia-
logue with the government and sourc-
es claim some back channel diplomacy 

is already in progress spearheaded by 
the Chairman Senate SadiqSanjrani 
from the government side but on the 
other hand it also remains a fact that 
the way the PTI leadership is being 
treated would make it difficult for the 
mediators to do any wonders.
Implication of Imran Khan in almost 
hundred cases and rounding up of the 
senior PTI leadership are ostensibly not 
the steps that can lead to any confidence 
building measures. Talk-talk, fight-fight 
policy won’t serve anybody’s purpose. 
When Imran Khan got bail in seven cases 
within a short span of time it appeared 
as if the back channel contacts had done 
the trick but then what happened in 
Islamabad Judicial Complex and at the 
Zaman Park while the PTI chief was ap-
pearing before the court in Islamabad 
dashed all hopes of a rapprochement. 
After that incident things seem to have 
reached back to square one. Even in this 
case, efforts for reconciliation must not 
stop because that is the only way to sort 

our differences in a democratic manner.
Countries like America and Saudi Arabia 
have also called upon the stakeholders 
in Pakistan to reach an agreement to 
end the ongoing impasse. The former 
Saudi Ambassador to Pakistan Dr Ali As-
seri wrote an article yesterday in which 
he urged the political and military lead-
ership to find a way out of ongoing eco-
nomic and political crises.
“With political conflict and economic 
crisis reinforcing each other, the end 
result can only be disastrous. Averting 
this eventuality requires a renewed 
spirit of reconciliation and restraint by 
all political players and state institu-
tions,” he wrote in his article.
The delay in the IMF tranche is giving 
birth to weird conspiracy theories. Just 
yesterday the Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar said that the delay in the IMF agree-
ment was due to some technical reasons 
and they were in constant touch with 
the Fund in order to get the tranche 
through. The IMF perhaps wants some 

sort of political stability before the staff 
level agreement. The government on the 
other hand is dying for this agreement 
because its political future is at stake. 
The friendly countries too have declined 
to help before the staff level agreement. 
Only China is showing some benev-
olence by extending small amounts, 
which of course, are not enough to prop 
up the sagging economy and fast deplet-
ing foreign exchange reserves.
Things are getting worse with each 
passing day. The PTI has announced a 
public procession at Minar-e-Pakistan 
tomorrow. The PTI plans to put up a 
huge power show provided it is allowed 
by the Lahore administration to hold 
this gathering. Disallowing the proces-
sion may further aggravate the already 
charged political situation. In the given 
circumstances we are left with no op-
tion but to hope and pray that things 
do not get out of control. In any such 
eventuality democracy, no matter what 
sham, shall be the biggest loser.

Let us cross our fingers for democracy!!
 In the given circumstances we are left with no option but to hope and pray that things do not get 
out of control. In any such eventuality democracy, no matter what sham, shall be the biggest loser

COAS appointment

Ex-Saudi envoy Asseri 
urges political leaders 

to reconcile differences
Argues that current political 

polarization ripping the nation
DNa

 
ISLAMABAD: Dr Ali Asseri, the former 
Saudi ambassador to Pakistan, has ap-
pealed to the political leaders in the gov-
ernment and the opposition to reconcile 
differences in the larger national interest.
In his article published by the Arab News, 
he argued that current political polariza-
tion is ripping the nation when it is facing 
the most severe economic crisis in history.
“With political conflict and economic crisis 
reinforcing each other, the end result can 
only be disastrous. Averting this eventual-
ity requires a renewed spirit of reconcili-
ation and restraint by all political players 
and state institutions,” he wrote.
During his decade-long tenure (2001-09), 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan worked closely in 
the War on Terror. Ambassador Asseri also 
played a key role in political reconciliation 
between the Musharraf regime and the ex-
iled PML-N leadership in the Kingdom. He 
was recently in Islamabad on a private visit. 
In his opinion, no country can economically 

progress unless its political system is sta-
ble. Political stability ensures continuity of 
economic policy. Unfortunately, the surge 
of populism has polarized politics and so-
ciety. This dangerous trend must reverse. 
“There is an urgent need for building a 
bare minimum consensus on the core is-
sues of national agenda pertaining to econ-
omy, national security, and foreign policy. 

Continued on Page 06

PTI did not run 
any campaign, 

says Fawad
Staff report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Vice President Fawad Chaudhry 
has said that his political party did not 
run any campaign against the army 
chief, media reported on Monday. 
Fawad Chaudhry, while talking to the 
journalists today, said that PTI respects 
the army chief and it did not run any 
campaign against him. He said that the 
country cannot bear the consequences 
of ethnic riots. He asked the caretaker 
Punjab chief minister Mohsin Naqvi to 
give his statements carefully instead of 
playing with the fire. He said that Naq-
vi should give balanced statements and 
refrain from supporting the violence. 

Continued on Page 06

Technical reasons 
behind IMF delay

Dar says nuclear programme not a reason
KhayaM aBBaSi

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Ishaq Dar Monday 
blamed “technical reasons” behind the de-
lay in the stalled International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) programme’s revival, claiming 
that no strings were attached regarding the 
country’s nuclear programme to the loan.
Pakistan has been hosting an IMF mission 
since early February to negotiate the terms 
of the deal, including the adoption of policy 
measures to manage its fiscal deficit ahead 
of the annual budget due around June.
The funds are part of a $6.5 billion bailout 

package the IMF approved in 2019, which 
analysts say is critical if Pakistan is to avoid 
defaulting on external debt obligations.
Veteran politician Senator Raza Rabbani 
had raised concerns about whether the 
delay in the staff-level agreement with 
the Fund has anything to do with the 
country’s strategic assets, including the 
nuclear and missile programmes.
In response to Rabbani’s concerns, Dar 
had on the floor of the Senate stated 
that the coalition government would not 
compromise on its nuclear programme 
for reviving the stalled IMF loan facility.

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: President Dr. Arif 
Alvi, on Monday, stressing 
on development of intellectu-
al resources for the progress 
and prosperity of Pakistan 
on sustainable grounds, said 
that there was enormous 
potential of promoting innova-
tion in the country. 
Promoting innovative ideas, 
focus on health and education 
sectors, timely adoption of and 
adaptation to emerging tech-
nologies as well as setting up 
right priorities and prudent 
political decision making were 
key to steer the nation on path 
of development, the president 
noted while addressing Na-
tional Idea Bank Grand Fina-
le ceremony held here at Sir 
Syed University of Engineer-
ing and Technology Karachi 
to distribute prizes to winners 
of the national contest of inno-
vative ideas.  Dr. Arif Alvi said 
that new ideas and innovation 
played an important role in 
human evolution and paved 
the way to the destination of 

advancement and progress. 
He added that the develop-
ment of intellectual resources 
was vital for the sustainable 
advancement of the country 
besides the development 
of natural resources.  The 
country intending to develop 
always sets health and educa-
tion as its topmost priorities 
as a sound healthcare sys-
tem ensure the physical and 
mental well-being of the 
nation and an all-inclusive 
and modern education sys-
tem caters its requirement 
for intellectual strength, he 
observed.
The information technolo-

gy was the fastest growing 
sector across the world 
which encompasses all oth-
er sectors of fundamental 
importance like finance, 
manufacturing, agriculture, 
education and health, he said 
adding that Pakistan could 
jump in the fastest moving 
development vehicle of IT by 
promoting ideas of our youth 
in the IT sector and creating 
intellectual advantage in IT. 
The president said that over 
22 million children in Paki-
stan were out of school while 
information technology plat-
forms could be utilised to 
enhance the literacy ratio 

particularly for promoting 
higher education and tech-
nical and vocational training. 
Currently services of 3.4 
million IT experts were 
required around the world 
while 200 billion Internet of 
Things (IoT) were expect-
ed to be available in the IT 
spectrum in the coming year, 
Dr. Arif Alvi said and noted 
that Pakistan could acquire a 
considerable share out of the 
available opportunities by fo-
cusing on the IT sector. 
The federal Minister of In-
formation Technology and 
Telecommunication Syed 
Aminul Haque addressing 

the ceremony said that the 
core objective of ‘Ideas Bank’ 
was to collect innovative ide-
as.  He said that 60 percent 
of 220 million population of 
the country was comprised 
of youth and it was an asset 
that has to be utilised and 
promoted by equipping them 
with modern technologies 
for expediting the process 
of national progress.  The IT 
ministry has started Kara-
chi IT Park project while an 
MoU has been inked to es-
tablish a centre of excellence 
in Gaming and Animation at 
NED University Karachi, he 
said adding that IT exports 
from the country has crossed 
$ 3 billion and government 
was determined to further 
enhance the volume.   Chan-
cellor Sir Syed University of 
Engineering and Technology 
Javed Anwar said that uni-
versities should promote en-
trepreneurship among their 
students by nurturing new 
ideas—APP

Alvi calls for development of intellectual resources 

In the Court of Medum 
Saira Zaia Civil Judge 
Gujrat
Title: Khalil Ahmad etc. 
Versus Tanveer Ah-
mad etc.
Notice to:
Toqeer Ahmad S/o. 
Nazir Ahmad Late R/o. 
H#13 Ghorian Gujrat, 
Mehmooda Toqeer D?o. 
Nazeer Ahmad Late 
R/o. H#7B Mehmood 
Shaheed Road Shahdara 
Station Lahore, Khadee-
ja Iqbal D?o. Nazeer Ah-
mad Late R/o. 685B Pak 
Arab Society Lahore, 
Munir Ahmad Late S/o. 
Fazal Ahmad through 
here Muhammad Musa 
Son, Ismaa D/o. Munir 
Ahmad Late R/o. Gul-
bar II Muratib Ali Road 
Lahore Presently Resid-
ing Canada, District Ex-
cise & Taxation officer 
Gujrat. Suit for Parti-
tion of Land Whereas 
in the above mentioned 
case it has been proved 
to the satisfaction of 
the court that the above 
mentioned defendants 
are not served in ordi-
nary way. It is therefore 
proclaimed under order 
5 rule 20 CPC that if the 
said defendants will not 
appear personally or 
through a duly author-
ized agent or pleader 
in court at 8 AM on 15-
04-2023, otherwise case 
will be decided ex party.

Court Notice

In the Court of Medum 
Afshan Younas Civil 
Judge Gujrat
Title: Mian Azmat Ali. 
Versus Abdul Rasheed 
etc. Notice to: 1A-Masoo-
ma Kanwal, 1B-Farzana 
Kanwal Daughters Abdul 
Rasheed, 1C-Waqar ul 
Hassan, 1D Zameer ul 
Hassan Sons Abdul Rash-
eed R/o. Street Hakeem 
Jameel Shahdoula Wah-
dat Abad Gujrat., 2-ETO 
Gujrat. Application for 
Declaration with conse-
quential Relief
Whereas in the above 
mentioned case it has 
been proved to the satis-
faction of the court that 
the above mentioned de-
fendants are not served in 
ordinary way. It is there-
fore proclaimed under 
order 5 rule 20 CPC that 
if the said defendants will 
not appear personally or 
through a duly authorized 
agent or pleader in court 
at 8 AM on 30-03-2023, 
otherwise case will be de-
cided ex
Court Reporter Gujrat

Court Notice

CENTRELINE again elected as Executive Committee member

Nazafreen, Sarmad Ali elected  
President, Secy General of APNS

Imtinan Shahid elected Senior Vice President, Aslam Kazi Vice President,  
Shahab Zubairi Finance Secretary, Munir Jilani Joint Secretary

DNa

KARACHI: The Annual 
Meeting of the APNS 
General Council held on 
March 20, 2023 at APNS 
House, Karachi unan-
imously elected Naza-
freen Saigol Lakhani as  
President, Imtinan Sha-
hid as Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Muhammad Aslam 
Kazi as Vice President, 
Sarmad Ali as Secretary 
General, S.M. Munir 
Jilani as Joint Secretary 
and Shahab Zuberi as Fi-

nance Secretary of the 
Society. 
The AGM was held under 
the chairmanship of Mr. 
Sarmad Ali, President of 
the Society. The Council 
unanimously approved 
the report of the Exec-
utive Committee for the 
year 2022-2023 as well 
as the Annual Accounts 
of the Society for the 
year 2022.
The General Council at-
tended by 128  members 
from across the country, 
formed an Election Com-
mission headed by Dr. 

Waqar Yousuf Azeemi 
with  Nasir Daad Baloch  
and Mumtaz Ahmed 
Phulpoto as members. 
The Election Commis-
sion conducted the elec-
tion of the Executive 
Committee for the year 
2023-24. 
Following dailies and 
magazines were elected 
un-opposed to the Exec-
utive Committee of the 
APNS for the next ten-
ure:
Daily Aghaz, Daily Busi-
ness Recorder, Daily 
Deyanat, Daily Dawn, 

Daily Jasarat, Daily Jid-
dat (Khi), Daily Abtak, 
Daily Dunya, Daily Jang, 
Daily Khabrain, Daily 
Pakistan, Daily Tijarat, 
Daily Ausaf, Daily Saha-
fat, Daily Awam (Quetta), 
Daily Mashriq (Quetta), 
Daily Mashriq (Pesha-
war), Daily Wahdat, Dai-
ly Kawish (Hyd), Daily 
Kaleem (Sukkur), Daily 
Aftab (Multan), Daily 
Paigham, Daily Business 
Report, Daily City 42, 
Daily Pakistan Observer, 
Daily Halchal (Hyd) and 
Daily Sayadat, Month-

ly Dastak, Nawa-i-Waqt, 
Monthly Naey Ufaq, 
Monthly Naya Rukh,  
Monthly CENTRELINE, 
Fortnightly Ibrat Maga-
zine and Weekly Nikhar 
were elected on periodi-
cal seats.
The new Executive Com-
mittee elected Mrs. Za-
hida Abbasi of Daily Nau 
Sijj, Karachi on woman 
- publishers seat. The 
newly elected Executive 
Committee appreciated 
the performance of the 
Election Commission. 
The AGM in a resolution, 

expressed its profound 
concern on the state of 
print media due to the 
present economic situ-
ation which has caused 
severe financial crisis 
for newspapers, many 
of them are at the verge 
of collapse. In this situ-
ation, the media expected 
support from the govern-
ment to brave the finan-
cial crunch. The AGM 
urged upon the Federal 
Government to pay the 
long outstanding dues 
of newspaper industry 
amounting to over Rs.2 

billion, increase the quan-
tum of advertisements 
and allocate a separate 
share of print media in the 
advertising budget so that 
the newspaper industry 
would be able to survive 
in the present situation. 
The AGM reiterated that 
the Federal Government 
has not yet implement-
ed the recommendation 
of 8th Wage Board to in-
crease the government 
advertising rates in pro-
portion increase in the 
wages despite various 
assurances.

Canadian aid agency to establish 
food testing laboratory in GB

DNa
GILGIT: Canadian Aid agen-
cy will establish first-ever 
food testing laboratory in 
Gilgit_Baltistan, National 
Programme Manager, Nu-
trition International, Zam-
eer Haider announced.
He made this announce-
ment while addressing a 
day-long workshop in Gilgit.
The workshop was organ-
ized by Nutrition Interna-
tional in collaboration with 
the Food department Gilgit.
On the occasion, Secre-
tary Food Gilgit_Baltistan 
Momin Jan who chaired 
the workshop said that the 
Gilgit_Baltistan govern-
ment has taken a significant 
step towards improving the 
nutritional status of its peo-
ple by mandating the forti-
fication of edible oil with 

vitamins A and D.
This move is expected to 
significantly reduce the in-
cidence of vitamin A and D 
deficiencies in the region, 
which are prevalent in the 
region. Secretary Food GB 
said  that the fortified oil 
will be  available in the 
market at an affordable 
price, and the govern-
ment is committed to set 
up a regulatory authority 
to ensure that the forti-
fication process will be  
implemented effectively. 
The authority will monitor 
the production, import, 
and marketing of fortified 
oil and will ensure that it 
meets the required stand-
ards, he added
He said said the gov-
ernment was trying to 
improve the health and 
well-being of its people 
and this initiative was a 

step in that direction. He 
added that the govern-
ment is also planning to 
fortify wheat flour with 
iron and folic acid, which 
will further enhance the 
nutritional value of the 
food consumed by the peo-
ple of the region.
On the occasion Zameer 
Haider National Program 
Manager Nutrition Inter-
national over-viewed the 
Nutrition International 
Large Scale Food fortifi-
cation  program initiative 
in Pakistan including the 
objective of the session.
Nazia Shuja Nutrition Of-
ficer Health department 
government of Gilgit Bal-
tistan  said that the state 
of malnutrition in Gilgit 
Baltistan is alarming as 
there is no such authority 
which will readdress the 
issue.She said the role of 

the heath and Nutrition 
department in addressing 
mental child and adoles-
cent health and nutrition 
issues in the region can’t 
be ignored.
This move has been wel-
comed by health experts 
and nutritionists of nation-
al fortification alliance and 
nutrition International 
who have long been advo-
cating for the fortification 
of food items in the Paki-
stan. They believe that 
this will go a long way in 
addressing malnutrition 
and related health issues 
in the area.
Fortified edible oil has 
already been made manda-
tory in several other coun-
tries, including the United 
States, Canada, and India, 
with positive results in 
terms of reducing micro-
nutrient deficiencies.

Ruet body to meet 
on Wednesday  
in Peshawar

ISLAMABAD :The meet-
ing of Central Ruet-e-Hilal 
Committee for sighting the 
crescent of Ramazan-ul-
Mubarik 1444 AH would be 
held on Wednesday, March 
22, corresponding Shaban-
ul-Moazzam 29, in the 
building of Auqaf Depart-
ment, Peshawar. However, 
the meetings of Zonal/ Dis-
trict Ruet-e-Hilal Commit-
tees would be held at their 
respective headquarters at 

the same time. Similarly, 
the meeting of Zonal Ru-
et-e-Hilal Committee, Is-
lamabad Capital Territory 
would be held at the Minis-
try of Religious Affairs and 
Interfaith Harmony, said an 
official notification received 
by APP on Monday. 
  Central Ruet-e-Hilal Com-
mittee Chairman Mou-
lana Syed Muhammad 
Abdul Khabir Azad would 
announce the decision of 

crescent sighting or oth-
erwise subsequently on 
the basis of information 
received to this end. It is 
worth mentioning here 
that the committee besides 
members of the Ruet body 
would be comprised of rep-
resentatives of religious 
scholars, Pakistan Space 
and Upper Atmosphere 
Research Commission, 
Pakistan Meteorological 
Department, Ministry of 
Science and Technology 
and Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony. Earlier, Religious 
Affairs Secretary Dr Af-
tab Akbar Durrani ex-
pressed the hope that the 
new crescent of the holy 
month of Ramazan would 

be announced after forging 
consensus with all stake-
holders.  He said there was 
a proper mechanism for 
moon sighting and the Cen-
tral Ruet-e-Hilal Committee 
had always taken provinces 
on board into the matter.
 Secretary Durrani said the 
committee had never been 
disrespectful to anyone and 
performed its job mandate 
professionally.  Meanwhile, 
the PMD had forecast the 
possibility of Ramazan 
moon sighting on March 
22, (29th Sha’ban 1444 
AH).  It said the new moon 
of Ramazan 1444 AH was 
expected to be born on the 
crossing conjunction point 
at 22-23 PST on March 
21.—APP

Two killed, 5 
injured in two 

separate incidents
On getting information, two ambulances of 1122 reached and 
shifted all the victims to the tehsil headquarter hospital Jand

 

Qazi ShoaiB KhaN

ATTOCK Couch operator 
lost his breath and five 
other passengers injured 
when an over speeded 
Toyota hiace rammed into 
a tree along the inter pro-
vincial border road Near 
Dahak more Kohat Pindi 
highway within the jurisdic-
tion of police station Jand 
of district Attock here on 

Monday. Rescue sources 
said that a passenger coach 
collided a standing tree when 
the reckless operator lost 
his control Dahak narrow 
turn of Kohat Pindi Road of 
tehsil Jand. As a result, the 
hiace operator identified as 
54 years of Sher Afzal lost 
his breath on the spot while 
45 years Saeed Khan son of 
Mohammad Nawaz, Yasir 
Khan (29 years) son Rehman 
ullah Mohammad Shakeel 

(33 years) son of Mohammad 
Nawaz, Mazhar Hussain (50 
years) son of Bakhsh Khan 
and Khalid Naveed (45 years) 
so of Ahmed Khan sustained 
injuries. On getting informa-
tion, two ambulances of 1122 
reached and shifted all the vic-
tims to the tehsil headquarter 
hospital Jand. Later on, the 
dead body of coach operator 
was handed over to his real 
heirs after completing all 
legal formalities. 

KP Govt 
announces 

Ramazan 
flour 

package
PESHAWAR: KP Caretaker 
Minister for Food and Irri-
gation, Fazal Elahi has said 
that despite financial hard-
ships, the provincial gov-
ernment as per directives 
of Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has announced a 
package of Rs.19.77 billion 
for the provision of free 
flour to the people.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Monday, he 
said that about 92% popu-
lation of the province will 
take benefit of the package. 
Caretaker Minister for In-
formation, Feroz Jamal 
Shah Kakakhel, Secretary 
Food Abid Wazir was also 
present on the occasion. 
The provincial minister 
said that more than 17.2 
million kilograms of flour 
bags will be distributed 
among the deserving fami-
lies of the province during 
the month of Ramadan.—
APP



QAU resumed academic 
pursuits after break

ISLAMABAD: Quaid-i-Azam Univer-
sity (QAU) reopened its doors for 
students, after a break, and resumed 
its academic pursuits on March 20, 
2023.  In a twitter massage about 
the re-opening of the university, the 
Federal Minister for Education and 
Profession Training Rana Tanveer 
Hussain said that “Learning needs 
to continue, QAU is one of the pres-
tigious universities in Pakistan and I 
urge upon all stakeholders to foster 
the peaceful environment for learn-
ing and delivering positivity”.  Earlier 
through an official notification issued 
by the QAU, the university notified to 
all the concerned, that the institute 
will resume its academic activities for 
research students of M.Phil. and PhD 
from March 20. Therefore, all the re-
search students of M.Phil. and Ph.D. 
(except who are enrolled in course 
work) are advised to report to their 

respective department(s), the notifi-

cation informed. It is further informed 
that hostelite M.Phil. / Ph.D. students 

can be provided accommodation (if 
required) up to June, 2023 on the 
recommendations of their respective 
chairpersons, directors or deans. All 
students of BS programs (morning/
evening) and M. Phil /M.S. (morning/

evening/ weekend) and Ph.D. course-
work are advised to get their regis-
tration completed from March 20 to 
27, 2023 while their classes will be 
conducted online during the month of 
Ramzan. According to the said notifi-
cation, all the students who have not 
paid their fee must submit their dues 
online in any branch of HBL or Aska-
ri bank on or before March 27, 2023. 
However, the students are advised to 
contact their respective departments, 
if required. All the residents of the 
Boys Hostels are directed to collect 
their belongings from their rooms 
and contact “office of the provost 
boys’ hostels”  and their fresh allot-
ments will be made as per new Hos-
tel Allotment Policy. It is informed 
to all the students that all pending 
thesis submission can be made till 31 
March, 2023. The late submission fee 
fine will be charged till 28 February, 
2023.—APP
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Four street 
criminals 
arrested

 

RAWALPINDI: In an oper-
ation against criminal ele-
ments, Rawalpindi Police 
here on Monday arrested 
four street criminals and 
recovered Rs 240,000 
snatched cash, five mobile 
phones, weapons and other 
items from their posses-
sion. According to a police 
spokesman, Rattaamral po-
lice arrested four members 
of ‘Hilali’ street criminal 
gang including ringleader 
namely Attaullah, Bakhat 
Munir, Waqar Ali and 
Dawood, were wanted in 
various cases. He informed 
that the police team consti-
tuted under the supervision 
of SHO Rattaamral Police 
Station on the directives 
of the Superintendent of 
Police Rawal, Faisal Sal-
eem conducted a raid and 
managed to net the accused 
besides recovering Rs 
240,000 cash, five mobile 
phones, weapons and other 
items from their posses-
sion. As per the preliminary 
police record, the criminals 
were also involved in other 
crimes, he said. The arrest-
ed accused were being sent 
to jail for an identification 
parade, he added.—APP

IRSA releases 
80,100 cusecs 

water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Monday released 80,100 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
63,600 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1425.17 feet and 
was 27.17 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam was recorded as 
22,700 cusecs while out-
flow as 30,000 cusecs.
 The water level in River 
Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1095.30 feet, which 
was 45.30 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,050 feet. 
The inflow and outflow of 
water was recorded 20,800 
cusecs and 28,000 cusecs 
respectively. The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa 
, Guddu and Sukkur was 
recorded 35,600, 30,600, 
28,100 and 9,200 cusecs re-
spectively.—APP

Divvy Film 
Festival 

concludes
ISLAMABAD, Mar 20 (AP-
P):With its aim to focus on 
independent Pakistani films, 
the three-day Divvy Film Fes-
tival concluded here late Sun-
day at the Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA). 
The film festival was organ-
ized by the Foundation Art 
Divvy in collaboration with 
PNCA. The festival had been 
split among Islamabad, La-
hore and Karachi. Now in its 
third year, the festival includ-
ed feature films, short films, 
documentaries and animated 
movies giving thoughtful and 
immersive experiences for 
its viewers, ending with a 
discussion with the film direc-
tors.  The films screened at the 
festival covered a multitude of 
themes including human sto-
ries of love and heartbreak, 
finding oneself.—APP
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DMA assures to address 
encroachments, other issues 

Zafar Bakhtawari, Muhammad Ejaz Abbasi, Khalid Chaudhry and representatives of various markets  
including Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Akhtar Abbasi, Raja Imtiaz, Tahir Abbasi, Zahid Qureshi and others 

also highlighted DMA related issues of their markets and gave useful proposals to address them

DNa
ISLAMABAD: The encroach-
ment in markets are creating 
hurdles in smooth growth of 
business activities and DMA 
should take the concerned 
market associations on board 
to remove all encroachments 
from the local markets. This was 
said by Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry while 
talking to Yasir Farhad, Director 
Municipal Administration, CDA 
during his visit to ICCI.
Ahsan Bakhtawari said that a 
week schedule in coordination 
with market associations should 
be developed to survey the lo-
cal markets for removal of en-
croachments. He said that many 
markets need parking facilities, 
replacement of old sewerage 
systems, repair of footpaths, 
carpeting of roads and revival 
of out of order streetlights and 
stressed that the DMA should 
convey these issues to the 

Chairman CDA to address them. 
He assured that ICCI in coordi-
nation with market associations 
would fully cooperate with DMA 
to address encroachment issues 
in the markets.
Speaking at the occasion, Yasir 

Farhad, Director Municipal Ad-
ministration, CDA he wants to 
facilitate the traders in promot-
ing trade activities and assured 
that he would like to work with 
market associations to address 
their issues regarding encroach-

ments. 
He said that ICCI in coordina-
tion with market associations 
should make a weekly plan of 
visit schedule so that he could 
visit various markets to see the 
encroachments and take meas-

ures for their removal. He said 
that DMA has cancelled all li-
censes for business on green 
and open areas and said that the 
business community should co-
operate with DMA in promot-
ing fair business practices. He 
said that an SOP has been de-
veloped for board license while 
the policy for open areas would 
be finalized soon. 
He said that Sasta Bazaars are 
being established in existing 
markets only for the month of 
Ramadan to provide daily use 
items to the consumers. He as-
sured that he would take ICCI 
and market associations on 
board to address the encroach-
ments and other issues in mar-
kets.   Zafar Bakhtawari, Mu-
hammad Ejaz Abbasi, Khalid 
Chaudhry and representatives 
of various markets including 
Abdul Rehman Siddiqui, Akhtar 
Abbasi, Raja Imtiaz, Tahir Abba-
si, Zahid Qureshi and others also 
highlighted DMA related issues 
of their markets and gave useful 
proposals to address them.

National 
Days and                                         

Armed 
Forces Days

March
March 01 / Bosnia

National Day

March 03 / Bulgaria
National Day

March 06 / Ghana
Independence Day

March 12 / Mauritius
National Day

March 17 / Ireland
St. Patricks Day

March 20 / Tunisia
Independence Day

March 21 / Namibia
National Day

March 25 / Greece
National Day

March 26 / Bangladesh
National Day

March 27 / Myanmar
Armed Forces Day
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PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
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TMA......................5770886
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Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............5773343
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Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
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Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Hotels & 
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COMSTECH training 
on Randomized 
Clinical Trials

More than 100 national and 
international participants partic-
ipated online, while 60 research-
ers from Uganda participated in 

the training in-person

DNa

ISLAMABAD: COMS-
TECH in collaboration with 
the Islamic University in 
Uganda organized a two-day 
training on “Randomized 
Clinical Trials at Islamic Uni-
versity in Uganda, Kampala, 
Uganda.
 Coordinator General COM-
STECH, Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal 
Choudhary, welcomed the 
participants of the training 
workshop online. He said 
the objective of this training 
is to build capacity in the 
critical area of clinical trials 
for drug discovery and de-
velopment. He said that the 
clinical trials as per interna-
tional standards, following 
the principles of good clin-
ical practices, healthcare 
code of ethics, and biosafety, 
and in compliance with reg-
ulatory and sponsor require-
ments are critically impor-
tant for successful outcome 
of drugs, vaccines, biologi-
cals, and even diagnostics 
development process.
He said that it is important 
to have growth and greater 
involvement of OIC nations 
in this field. He mentioned 
that this international work-
shop is an attempt to fill the 
capacity gap. Dr. Choudhary 
said that this is a critical step 
in the long journey of a drug, 
biologic or vaccine to move 
from preclinical phase to a 
clinically validated product.
Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral of OIC for Science and 

Technology, H.E. Mr. Askar 
Mussinov delivered his mes-
sage online. He said I am 
delighted to share this mes-
sage with you all in support 
of this two-day training. He 
said that the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
supports this joint initiative 
of COMSTECH and IUIU, 
and recognizes the immense 
importance of clinical trials 
towards the development of 
safe and effective medicines 
against prevailing and ne-
glected diseases.
Mr. Mussinov said that clini-
cal trials provide a scientific 
basis for further develop-
ment in medical sciences. He 
said that it is essential for OIC 
states to establish this sector 
on strong footing and build ca-
pacity to discuss and develop 
new medicines.
Consultant COMSTECH on 
health initiatives, Dr. Abdur 
Rashid, Program Officer 
COMSTECH, Ms. Maham 
Yameen, Head and Consult-
ant Nephrologist, Maroof 
International Hospital, Prof. 
Dr. Mujtaba Quadri, Director 
ORIC, Indus Hospital, Dr. 
Ammad Fahim participated 
in the training from Paki-
stan, and COMSTECH dis-
tinguished scholar, Prof. Dr. 
Khalid Saeed Khan, from 
the Granada University in 
Spain also participated in 
the training. More than 100 
national and international 
participants participated 
online, while 60 researchers 
from Uganda participated in 
the training in-person.

Bank Alfalah commits 
PKR 49 million to 
building schools 

ISLAMABAD: Bank Alfalah, the biggest corporate donor 
for the flood-affected communities, has partnered with 
The Citizens Foundation (TCF) to fund the construction 
of a primary school in Asif Nagar in Nawabshah, Sindh, 
for PKR 49 million. Bank Alfalah’s contribution towards 
rebuilding schools is particularly noteworthy given that 
more than 25,000 schools have been damaged in Pakistan. 
The donated amount will facilitate the building of a TCF 
primary school, contributing to the organisation’s efforts 
to increase literacy in areas where education is hindered 
by flood damage. The school will provide education from 
kindergarten to fifth grade comprising 30 students in every 
class with an overall operational capacity of 180 students, 
8 faculty and 5 non-faculty members to ensure a reasona-
ble teacher-student ratio. It will be a purpose-built primary 
school with essential facilities like running water, electric-
ity, classrooms, and a library and resource centre for the 
children affected by the catastrophic floods.
The signing of the agreement was held at the TCF’s 
headquarters in Karachi in the presence of Atif Baj-
wa-President and CEO of  Bank Alfalah, along with Asad 
M Saleem - Co-founder and Chairman of the Board, At-
eed Riaz-Co-founder and Zia Akhtar Abbas- Executive 
Vice President among other notables from both the or-
ganisations.Speaking at the occasion, Atif Bajwa, Pres-
ident and CEO of Bank Alfalah, said “Bank Alfalah, is 
leading from the front when it comes to creating access 
to the opportunities and tools needed to build a prosper-
ous future. Through our commitment to TCF, we aim 
to uplift the lives of our nation’s future generations and 
empower them on their journey towards a brighter fu-
ture. We are proud of this initiative, and look forward 
to supporting more infrastructural and capacity-building 
initiatives in the future, as well.”—DNA

5th VCs Forum concludes with 
resolve to transform higher education

DNa

ISLAMABAD: The 5th 
Vice-Chancellors’ Forum 
of Universities in the Is-
lamic World concluded in 
Islamabad on Monday. Fed-
eral Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives, Mr. Ahsan Iqbal 
chaired the closing ceremo-
ny. Over 200 Vice Chancel-
lors, including 40 from 20 
different OIC countries, 
participated in the VC Fo-
rum that was jointly organ-
ized by Higher Education 
Commission (HEC), COM-
SATS University Islama-
bad (CUI), Islamic World 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (IC-
ESCO), Ministry of Federal 

Education and Professional 
Training and British Coun-
cil, Pakistan.
Speaking at the occasion, 
Mr. Ahsan Iqbal empha-
sized the need to realign 
the places of learning with 
the global explosion of 
knowledge and information 
technology. The Minister 
said that Islamic world 
had given up on their fun-
damental heritage which 
was observation, inquiry, 
reflection and critical think-
ing. “This lies at the root 
of underdevelopment in 
the Islamic world”, he said. 
The Minister outlined a 
seven-point reform, audit 
and performance plan that 
universities in Pakistan 
would have to follow in fu-
ture. This includes academ-

ic excellence in imparting 
knowledge, research and 
innovation, strong aca-
demia industry linkages, 
community service and 
contribution to society, 
technology enablement, 
corporate governance, and 
above all impact of gradu-
ates in society. He also said 
that this framework will 
result in formation of a pre-
miere league of universities 
which will prepare them to 
advance into top 100 uni-
versities of the world.  High 
Commissioner of UK to 
Pakistan, Andrew Dalgeish 
said that UK remains com-
mitted to the educational 
and cultural relationship 
with Pakistan. He said that 
a significant partnership 
between British Council 

and HEC has resulted in a 
large number of qualified 
Pakistanis joining the local 
skills market. “Pak-UK Ed-
ucation Gateway is one of 
the key projects that is part 
of the global partnership 
programme.”
Chairman HEC Dr. 
Mukhtar Ahmed said that 
the VC Forum has resulted 
into meaningful discussion 
among higher education 
fraternity of the Islamic 
countries. He thanked all 
the local and international 
participants for their valu-
able input and stressed the 
need for serious efforts on 
the part of higher learning 
institutions to keep pace 
with the rapid develop-
ments in higher education 
sector. 



TwIN CITIES Tuesday, March 21 , 2023
IslamabadPOST04

Briefs
APHC 

demands 
probe 

into IIOJK 
massacres

 

ISLAMABAD: Senior APHC 
leader Ghulam Ahmed 
Gulzar has said that Chat-
tisinghpora massacre was a 
sinister conspiracy hatched 
by India to divide Kashmiris 
on religious lines and also 
to defame Kashmir’s legit-
imate freedom movement.
Ghulam Ahmed Gulzar 
in a statement issued in 
Srinagar on the 23rd anni-
versary of Sikh massacre 
by Indian agencies in Chat-
tisinghpora said that the 
carnage was carried out to 
give an impression to the 
world that Sikhs were killed 
by Kashmiri mujahideen 
on the behest of Pakistan.  
However, the world did not 
buy the Indian malicious 
propaganda, Kashmir Me-
dia Service reported. On 
25 March, five days after 
the massacre, India army 
arrested six innocent Kash-
miris and killed them in a 
fake encounter at Patribal 
and labeled them foreign 
militants who, the Indian 
army blamed, were respon-
sible for the Sikh massacre. 
However, the investigation 
exposed the Indian drama 
and it was proved that the 
Indian army had killed the 
innocent villagers to hide 
its heinous crime. Ghulam 
Ahmed Gulzar said that 
India’s history is replete 
with such dastardly acts 
and conspiracies, especial-
ly when it comes to New 
Delhi’s way of handling the 
freedom movement in occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir. 
He said that the massacre 
was aimed at creating ha-
tred and communal rift in 
the territory to malign the 
freedom movement. He 
hailed the Kashmiris for 
foiling Indian intrigues with 
unity.—APP

Transgender 
delegation 

visits 
Protection 

Center
RAWALPINDI: A delegation 
of the transgender commu-
nity visited the Transgen-
der Protection Center here 
on Monday where the Vic-
tim Support Officer (VSO) 
Lehr Mirza briefed the 
visitors about the facilities 
provided by the Protection 
Center. The members of 
the delegation questioned 
VSO about the rights and 
protection of the reporting 
center and the facilities pro-
vided at the service center.  
Victim Support Officer said 
transgenders are deprived 
segments of the society 
who are facing problems at 
all levels to get their rights, 
so a separate center has 
been established for the 
protection of transgender 
rights, center is best facility 
which has now been started 
in other districts as well, 
she added.  The transgen-
der community thanked and 
said that the establishment 
of protection centers across 
Punjab is a good example 
termed it a remarkable 
achievement. —APP

Media plays 
key role in 

society
ISLAMABAD: United 
States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (US-
AID) Mission Director Reed 
Aeschliman on Monday 
said that media was play-
ing a key role in bringing 
positive change in society. 
“Media acts as an effective 
catalyst for social change,” 
he said while addressing a 
formal closing ceremony to 
mark the grand success of 
the recently telecast pro-
ject with the support of 
USAID. Aeschliman said, 
“In all societies, media 
plays a vital role in build-
ing perceptions. It serves 
as a platform to educate, 
guide and build a better 
understanding.”  A serial 
aired in collaboration be-
tween USAID and a pri-
vate broadcaster in which 
the idealistic goals of de-
velopment initiatives such 
as gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in 
Pakistan were beautifully 
presented, he added.
The concept of the play 
is also given by Shehla 
Rizwan, USAID Outreach 
and Communication Head. 
Speaking on the occasion 
Shehla Rizwan, Executive 
Producer of the serial said, 
“Through ‘Sar e Rah (on 
the roadside), we tried to 
bring the stories of the un-
sung heroes of the society 
to people.” —APP

PM 
condemns 

indecent talk 
ISLAMABAD): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Monday condemned the 
indecent language used 
by former Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Saqib Nisar and 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf 
(PTI) lawyer Khawaja 
Tariq Rahim against Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Nawaz Senior Vice Presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz. 
“The indecent talk about 
daughter Maryam in an 
audio leak between former 
chief justice Saqib Nisar 
and PTI lawyer Khawaja 
Tariq Rahim is condemna-
ble,” he said in a tweet. 
The society as a whole, par-
ticularly the womenfolk, 
should denounce such 
derogatory language and 
absurd thoughts about 
the women, the prime 
minister added.
Only collective condemna-
tion could discourage such 
a negative mindset in socie-
ty, he said.—APP

Promotion 
of real-estate 

sector  at 
the cost of 
industry 
criticized

DNa

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Economy Watch (PEW) on 
Monday said the economy 
suffers if the interests of 
shopkeepers become more 
important for policymakers 
than the interests of the 
country.
 When the priority is to 
reward the property mafia 
and the broker mafia, in-
vestment in the industrial 
sector dwindles hitting 
production, exports, jobs, 
and revenue, it said.
When the private power 
plants are the apple of 
the eye of policymakers, 
it is no wonder that the 
circular debt exceeds four 
thousand billion rupees, 
said Dr. Murtaza Mughal, 
President of PEW.
He said that the share 
of wholesale and retail 
businesses in the GDP 
is about 20 percent, but 
they are neither taxed nor 
the markets are closed in 
the evening because they 
are supporters of a politi-
cal party. If this sector is 
taxed then billions of dol-
lars can be saved and if 
their prices are controlled 
then the entire population 
of the country can get re-
lief but this will never hap-
pen, he added.
Dr. Murtaza Mughal said 
that agriculture is a major 
sector of the economy but 
the agricultural income is 
not being taxed properly.
He added that apart from 
the shopkeepers, the real 
estate mafia is also given 
special favors. This sector 
has been given free rein 
to loot the public and has 
been made so profitable 
that no one is willing to in-
vest in the productive sec-
tor. Due to unbelievable 
profits in the real-estate 
sector, industrialists are 
closing down factories and 
investing in this sector.
Dr. Mughal said that pri-
vate power plants are an-
other blue-eyed sector that 
is being promoted at the 
cost of the country.—DNA

Additional 
traffic 

wardens to 
be deployed 

Ramazan
 

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic 
Officer (CTO) Rawalpindi 
Taimoor Khan has directed 
to deploy more additional 
officers and traffic wardens 
on the highways to main-
tain traffic flow during the 
holy month of Ramazan-
ul-Mubarrak.A meeting 
was held with the circle 
in-charges at the traffic 
headquarters here on Mon-
day, said a press release.
CTO Taimoor Khan while 
reviewing the performance 
of all circles and sector in-
charges, issued warnings 
to the officers who showed 
poor performance.
The CTO said that if negli-
gence was found from the 
concerned officers in traffic 
arrangements, show-cause 
notices would be issued and 
departmental action will be 
initiated, he added.
He said that during the 
blessed month of Ramazan, 
the number of buyers in 
the markets would increase 
enormously, in view of 
which, additional traffic 
police personnel have been 
deployed at Raja Bazaar, 
Commercial Market, Sadd-
ar Bazar, other commercial 
centers.—APP

Gwadar starts receiving 
100 Mw power from Iran

Gwadar is located in Pakistan’s southwestern Balochistan province. The port city of  
Gwadar is not connected to the national grid and has thus far relied on power from Iran

DNa
ISLAMABAD: In a milestone 
development, Gwadar has final-
ly begun receiving 100 MW of 
electricity from Iran, offering 
much-needed relief to local peo-
ple suffering from long hours of 
power outages, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Monday.
The 100 MW of electricity being 
imported from the Iranian border 
is now flowing uninterruptedly 
into the Gwadar Grid Station, 
through which power supply is be-
ing transferred into every home, 
in accordance with the agreement 
signed between the governments 
of Pakistan and Iran last week.
Mr Tarik, the Sub Divisional Of-
ficer of the Quetta Electric Supply 
Company (QESCO), confirmed to 
Gwadar Pro that this is a heyday 
for Gwadar, as the supply of 100 

MW power from Iran has finally 
arrived in Gwadar, and the prom-
ise has been realized.
Another QESCO official stated 
that the per-unit electricity fare 
will be the same as everywhere 
else in Pakistan, in accordance 
with the levy fixed by the National 
Transmission and Dispatch Com-
pany (NTDC). Gwadar is located 
in Pakistan’s southwestern Ba-
lochistan province. The port city 
of Gwadar is not connected to 
the national grid and has thus far 
relied on power from Iran. Last 
week, Pakistan’s Energy Minister, 
Khurram Dastgir, travelled to Iran 
to finalize an agreement for power 
supply. He held meetings with his 
counterpart, Iranian Energy Min-
ister Ali Akber Mehrabian, and 
other Iranian officials.  Three ses-
sions were held between technical 
teams on both sides, culminating 

in the signing of an agreement 
on March 13th to provide 100 
megawatts of electricity to Paki-
stan. Prior to this agreement, a 
high-level delegation from Iran’s 
power division visited Gwadar on 
February 21st to finalize the pow-
er purchase/sell agreement with 
Pakistan.  The delegation ironed 
out the details of the deal, includ-
ing the per-unit price of electrici-
ty for residential and commercial 
purposes. Under a new project, 
new infrastructure has been in-
stalled, including a double circuit 
132 KV transmission line from 

Kalatu (a city in Pakistan near the 
Pak-Iran border) to Jiwani Grid 
Station, spanning over 29 kilo-
metres.  This 29-kilometre con-
nection was the missing link that 
has now been established. 
However, a double transmission 
line stretching 75 kilometers from 
Jiwani Grid Station to Gwadar 
Grid Station was laid down sever-
al years ago. Apart from this new 
power supply line, there is also an 
old power infrastructure availa-
ble from another Pak-Iran border 
near the “Panjgur” area that is 
linked to Gwadar and providing 
around 40-70 MW. 
However, due to its long distance 
of around 400 kilometers from 
Pak-Iran border to Gwadar, pow-
er losses, and power outages in 
other districts of Makran division, 
Gwadar used to plunge into dark-
ness on account of not getting a 

regular and stable power supply. 
Zumurd Baloch, a resident of 
Gwadar City, told Gwadar Pro 
that the old power system from 
the Pak-Iran border near Panjgur 
to Gwadar was lopsided and had 
traumatized the lives of common 
people on account of the system’s 
floppiness.  Meanwhile, he ex-
pressed relief on the new trans-
mission line from Pak-Iran bor-
der Kalatu near Gabd-Remdan to 
Jiwani and Gwadar, saying that it 
will  get rid of long hours of power 
outage. Another resident, Mohsin 
Jan, who trades in building mate-
rials, said that Gwadar’s business 
had been languishing in the back-
drop of sporadic availability of 
electricity.  
The new power supply from Iran 
is a breath of fresh air for the 
Gwadar industry, trade, and local 
people. 

Saudi-Iran agreement ‘a beacon 
of hope’ for regional peace 

MahNoor aNSar
  
ISLAMABAD: The recent 
peace agreement between 
Saudi and Iran brokered by 
China was the beginning of 
a ‘new order’ in the Middle 
East said Prof. Dr. Rashid 
Ahmed Khan of the Uni-
versity of Central Punjab. 
Since China was not aim-
ing at replacing the US in 
the region, there would not 
power struggle between 
the two powers in the fu-
ture, at least from the Chi-
nese side, he added.  
According to Dr. Khan, 
who spoke at a webinar 
organized by the Institute 
of Regional Studies, on 
Saudi-Iran rapprochement, 
China had never chal-
lenged the US interests in 
the region in the past and 
had no intention to do so in 

the future. 
On implications of the re-
cent agreement, Dr. Khan 
said that the Saudi-Iran 
rapprochement would help 
defuse tensions in the re-
gion, particularly in Yemen. 
Commenting on China’s 
mediatory role, he said it 
was not something new as 
China had centuries-old re-
lations with the countries 
in the region, and it was 
just the renewal of old ties, 
he added. While highlight-
ing the importance of Chi-
na-Iran relations, Dr. Khan 
said Tehran had a central 
position in China’s silk 
route as it provided alter-
nate energy supply routes 
in case of a blockade in the 
Indian Oceans.   Earlier, 
in her opening remarks, 
Ms. Aman Nisar Abbasi, 
Research Officer at IRS 
said that the normalization 
process was in shambles 

for the last several years. 
It was Beijing’s effective 
diplomacy that led to a suc-
cessful agreement between 
the two traditional rivals in 
the region, she added. 
Speaking on the occasion, 
Ms. Rida Tanvir, Lectur-
er at NUML said that the 
recent agreement was a 
massive victory of Chinese 
diplomacy as both Tehran 
and Riyadh showed their 
complete trust on Beijing. 
Nevertheless, it was a lit-
mus test for China’s Glob-
al Security Initiative, she 
added. The agreement re-
ceived global appreciation 
including from the US but 
with a word of caution, she 
further said.  
Ms. Tanvir maintained that 
Iran-Saudi rapprochement 
was critical for a ‘safe, fair 
and secure Middle East in 
the years to come’. She 
claimed that the agreement 

under the goodwill gesture 
of China had positive impli-
cations for South Asia, es-
pecially Pakistan-India re-
lations. Echoing Dr. Khan’s 
statement on the implica-
tions, Ms. Tanvir said that 
the agreement would help 
end the war in Yemen, a 
conflict wherein both Iran 
and Saudi Arabia were 
deeply entrenched. 
On a concluding note, Mr. 
Syed Imran Sardar, Re-
search Analyst at IRS said 
that the Saudi-Iran peace 
agreement was indeed a 
significant step, however, 
the sustainability of the 
said agreement was hang-
ing on how far Riyadh and 
Tehran could compromise 
on their longstanding is-
sues in actual terms. Chi-
na’s continued interest in 
the whole mediation pro-
cess was also important in 
that regard, he stressed. 

Golden jubilee celebration 
at IMCG F10-2 held

DNa

ISLAMABAD A grand pro-
gramme was arranged at 
Islamabad Model College 
for Girls F-10/2, Islama-
bad for the celebration of 
Golden Jubilee of the 1973 
constitution of Pakistan. A 
large number of students 
from Urban Area I, II, 
Nilore, Bara Kahu, Sihala 
and Tarnul participated in 
the contest. Speeches were 
presented both in English 
and Urdu, on the topic 
My Constitution: Guaran-
tee of My Freedoms. The 
students talked about the 
constitution of Pakistan. 
They posed questions the 
citizens of Pakistan, to give 
them their basic rights and 
freedom of speech, of move-
ment, of business They 
wished that, they want their 
country to be strong and 
prosperous. So every citi-
zen of Pakistan can enjoy 
the full freedom to live. Par-
liamentary Secretary hu-
man rights Mehnaz rafi was 
chief guest while Ali ahmad 
kharal Director FDE was 
guest of honor. Principal 
prof Sabah faisal Presided 
the function.in other guests 
Directors from Federal Di-
rectorate of Education Aft-
ab Tariq Mirza javed tanas-
sum Naz nadeem Ahmad 
Irfan mehmood were also 

present.
All the participants made 
inspiring and motivational 
speeches and enlightened 
the audience about the arti-
cles pertaining to freedom 
for the citizen of Pakistan 
and stressed on the imple-
mentation of constitution in 
true letter and spirit.
 In English speech contest 
winners were Miss Habi-
ba Batool (IMSG G-9/2, 
Islamabad secured 1st po-

sition, 2nd Position was 
secured by Miss Fatima 
Ejaz (ICG F-6/2, Islama-
bad) & Miss Fatima Bhatti 
(IMCG F-10/2, Islamabad 
secured third position. In 
Urdu declamation contest 
first position was secured 
by Miss Saleha (IMSG I-V 
Bara Kahu), Second po-
sition Miss Navera Zahra 
(IMSG G-11/1, Islamabad 
and third position was se-
cured by Miss Naima Fati-

ma (IMSG I-V Sihala). 
Certificates and shields were 
awarded to the winners of 
the contest.
The guest of honour Dr. Ali 
Ahmed Kharal appreciated 
the efforts of the participants 
and the Principal, Prof. Sa-
bah Faisal, the host college 
Islamabad Model College 
for Girls (Post-Graduate) 
F-10/2, Islamabad. A college 
souvenir and a bouquet 
was presented to the chief 

guest, Ms. Mehnaz Aziz 
and Dr. Ali Ahmed Kharal. 
Among the worthy guests 
were a team of Directors 
of Federal Directorate of 
Education and Area Edu-
cation Officers.  The Chief 
Guest Ms. Mehnaz Aziz, in 
her remarks encouraged 
and appreciated the par-
ticipants and assured the 
speakers to invite them to 
the parliament to present 
their speeches.

BRI bearing fruit as women start getting jobs
DNa

ISLAMABAD: As an impor-
tant development in social 
sector, women in Gwadar get 
jobs in local Garment Facto-
ry for having a respectable 
life in the society.
Gwadar Women Factory also 
known as Gwadar Women’s 
Development Employment 
Center is in operation since 
2020 in collaboration with 
Chinese Consulate Karachi 
and managed by of Gwadar 
Women Development Or-
ganization of China Overseas 
Port Holding Company.
According to Gwadar Pro, “It 
came into being under deep 
insightfulness of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI) to 
instill a significant impact 
on the gender equality and 
women empowerment in 

receiving countries.  Such 
initiative like Gwadar Gar-
ment Factory for women 
is in line with China’s obli-
gations to promote women 
mainstreaming and women 
empowerment within the 
BRI framework under in-
ternational law,” Chinese 
official at Gwadar port said. 
Equipped with relevant sew-
ing apparatus, airy and light-
ed ambience, management 
room and store, Gwadar 
Women Garment Factory 
has become a talk of town as 
it is not only a new window of 
opportunity to train unskilled 
women but also letting semi-
skilled female tailers to hone 
their stitching acumen as 
per modern demands.  “If I 
had not been earning money 
reasonably and respectfully 
in Gwadar Garment Factory 
located in Gwadar Port, nei-
ther I would have managed 

to send my kids in schools 
nor I would have contributed 
in home budget to overcome 
mounting challenges of daily 
price hike,” said Balqis Iqbal, 
a senior worker in Gwadar 
Garment Factory.
“Such awesome financial 
autonomy has boosted my 
family status as now I am 
not billed as a burden, rather 
a self-supporting producer 
who can share the burden of 
family expenses. The honor 
I feel in the eyes of my hus-
band and my family members 
is a cause of unending pleas-
ure to me and let me say that 
all credit goes to Gwadar 
Women Garment Factory 
that is first of its kind in Gwa-
dar,” she told Gwadar Pro. 
Gwadar Garment Factory is 
also being supervised by lo-
cal woman Zaitoon Abdullah, 
who is also a social worker 
in Gwadar. In exclusive in-

terview to Gwadar Pro, she 
said that Gwadar Garment 
Factory is a true success sto-
ry for creating spiral ripples 
in women empowerment. 
All women working here 
are given pick and drop ser-
vices free of cost and that is 
why their families are quite 
satisfied for their commuta-
tion. “As we have complete 
confidence in Chinese and 
Gwadar Port Operator, so 
sense always prevails that 
our women are safe in their 
workplace,” Rahim Baloch, a 
social worker in Gwadar said. 
Gwadar Garment Factory 
Assistant Manager Zaitoon 
Abdullah noted that Gwadar 
Manufacturing jobs like tai-
loring is a rewarding career 
choice for creative women 
professionals in Gwadar who 
like working with fabrics. 
With their skills and knowl-
edge to create garments that 

meet clients’ expectations, 
all women working in Gwa-
dar Garment Factory have a 
bright professional path on 
various upscale garment in-
dustry in Pakistan, she add-
ed. She said that over the last 
two years Gwadar Garment 
Factory has become at least 
so efficient that it has been 
stitching almost all uniforms 
of workers of Chinese com-
panies in Gwadar Port. 
“Our women tailers are also 
stitching Pakistan traditional 
male clothes as souvenirs for 
Chinese high-ups facilitating 
them to wear them on Paki-
stan special days,” she add-
ed. As these women are so 
talented, so constant energy 
is being devoted to making 
embroidery work to scale up 
revenue, she added.
“Women in Gwadar are very 
talented, but previously, they 
did not have any platform to 

show their skills. There are 
several vocational training in-
stitutes to teach basic stitch-
ing skills to women, but the 
center is the first of the kind 
to provide an opportunity to 
skilled women to generate 
income in an organized way,” 
she said. Most of the women 
at the center are not much 
educated, while having 
big dreams to do some-
thing for themselves and 
their families, so they 
joined the center and 
work hard to see their 
dreams coming true, she 
said. COPHC chairman 
Yu Bo said the Gwadar 
Garment Factory is also 
a starting point to help 
women to be financial-
ly independent, giving 
them an opportunity to play 
their pivotal role to improve 
their standards of living and 
fight against poverty.

Al-Shifa Trust 
announces 

“Vision 2028” 
expansion 

plan
RAWALPINDI: The Al-Shi-
fa Trust President Maj. 
Gen. (Retd) Rehmat Khan 
has said that due to the 
increase in diabetes, and 
unawareness the number 
of eye patients is increasing 
significantly in Pakistan, 
therefore, we have planned 
to double our capacity over 
the next five years to better 
serve the masses. 
The expansion will not only 
increase our capacity but 
we will also improve pro-
cedures, enhance overall 
care, and ensure better ac-
cessibility, safety, and deliv-
ery of service, he said while 
sharing his vision with the 
media persons. Maj. Gen. 
(Retd) Rehmat Khan said 
that under the “Vision 2028” 
we will boost patient care to 
new heights from the time 
the patient enters the hos-
pital until discharge, he 
said, adding that we have 
designed the expansion 
in such a manner that all 
processes take place next 
to each other creating an 
easy flow and minimizing 
patient movement.  He 
said that we have planned to 
double the scope of services 
from the current level of 1.3 
million patients annually to 
2.5 million in our five hospitals 
located in Rawalpindi, Chakw-
al, Kohat, Muzaffarabad, and 
Sukkar.—APP

AIOU offers 
admissions in 
BS programs

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) offered 
2.5-year and 4-year BS programmes in the second phase of 
the spring semester 2023, which will continue till April 18.  
Admissions in 4-year BS programmes (FA/F.Sc based) are 
being offered in Accounting and Finance, Arabic, History, 
Sociology, Economics, Pakistan Studies, Islamic Finance, 
Islamic Studies (General, Quran and Tafsir, Shariah, Hadith 
and Hadith Science, Seerat Studies, Dars-e-Nizami and Inter-
faith Studies). However, the admissions in 2.5-year BS pro-
grammes (BA/B.Sc based) include Accounting and Finance, 
Arabic, English, Pakistan Studies, Economics, Gender 
and Women Studies, Library and Information Sciences, 
Mass Communication, Islamic Studies (General, Quran 
and Tafsir, Shariah, Hadith and Hadith Science, Seerat 
Studies, Dars-e-Nizami, and Interfaith Studies). Other 
programmes in the second phase include 1.5-year, 2.5-
year, and 4-year B.Ed programmes, Postgraduate Diplo-
ma programmes, Associate Degree (Arts and Commerce), 
BBA, and certificate courses (6 months).  Admission forms 
and prospectus of all the programmes are available on the 
university website while the procedure for submission of 
forms is explained in the prospectus.—APP
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Forgotten Rohingya refugees US’ Democracy summit 
T

he hungry and desperate are now much more so. Last 
month, the rations to Rohingya living in the world’s largest 
refugee camp – Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh – were slashed. 

Another drastic cut is due next month. This is, as a UN expert 
warned, a matter of life and death. The Rohingya have lived on a 
knife edge for too long.
Their suffering made global headlines in 2017, when the Myanmar 
military, supported by militias, launched a murderous campaign 
that took thousands of lives, forced 700,000 to flee Rakhine state 
for Bangladesh and was described by a UN human rights expert 
as genocide. In the last two years, what little attention has been 
paid to Myanmar has focused on the military’s coup and attempts 
to crush civilian resistance. But the suffering of the Rohingya be-
gan decades ago and continues to this day, even outside Rakh-
ine state. Many had fled before, returning (not always by choice) 
when they were assured it was safe. It was not. They experienced 
discrimination and repression, military operations, pogroms and 
the stripping of their citizenship.  “There was no peace … wherever 
they went,” the Guardian journalist Kaamil Ahmed writes in his new 
book, I Feel No Peace: Rohingya Fleeing Over Seas and Rivers. “The 
Rohingya have run from the Burmese troops who kill them to their 
Bangladeshi counterparts, who have policed their lives in a different 
way, looming over them in their exile then turning the screw when 
governments decide they need to return to Myanmar.” Conditions 
in Bangladesh have become so poor that the number attempting 
dangerous sea crossings to Malaysia or Indonesia increased five-
fold last year, to more than 3,500, at the cost of around a tenth 
of those lives. Earlier this month, a huge blaze tore through one 
of the camps at Cox’s Bazar, leaving an estimated 12,000 people 
without shelter – the latest in a series of fires endangering lives 
and destroying the meagre possessions that the refugees can still 
muster.  Dhaka wants UN help to move more Rohingya to Bhasan 
Char, an island highly vulnerable to cyclones. Officials portray it 
as an opportunity for a fresh start; refugees have described dan-
gerous and prison-like conditions. The Rohingya have reason to be 
cynical about the UN, given the refugee agency’s previous treat-
ment of them. The World Food Programme says it needs $125m 
(£103m) just to avoid further ration cuts in a community where 
malnutrition is already rife. The US has pledged $26m (£21m), 
but overall the response has been lacklustre. The UK’s promise of 
a £5m package does not come close to compensating for the cuts 
it imposed when it slashed the aid budget in 2021. What the Ro-
hingya ultimately need is citizenship in Myanmar to safely return 
when they wish to, but failing that, resettlement would allow them 
to establish new lives and flourish instead of dwelling in perpetual 
insecurity. They need not only food now, but a future.

W
ashington is due to host its second so-called Summit for 
Democracy on March 29-30, despite its first such gather-
ing that it held last year being widely seen as a farce. By 

doing so, it aims to split the world into “democracies and non-de-
mocracies” based on whether countries meet the standards of 
the US-style democracy or not. Although as the report, The State 
of Democracy in the United States: 2022, the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry released on Monday, indicates, based on the US’ own 
performance last year, meeting its standards should not be some-
thing countries take pride in. The report says the vicious cycle of 
democratic pretensions, dysfunctional politics and a divided society 
continued to plague the US last year. Problems such as money pol-
itics, personality politics, social rifts, and the gulf between the rich 
and poor worsened. The maladies afflicting the US political system 
have deeply infected US society, and further revealed the failure of 
its governance and institutional defects. But what makes these prob-
lems a real challenge to the country is Washington’s unwillingness 
to address them. At the same time, it has never stopped putting on 
airs and graces, pointing fingers at others, adopting the role of a “lec-
turer on democracy”, and concocting and hyping up the false notion of 
“democracy versus authoritarianism”. Be it the high-sounding rhetoric 
or the divisive summit, it is all part of the US’ so-called value diplomacy, 
which is nothing more than a highfalutin misnomer for its attempts to 
maintain its hegemony by playing bloc politics and using democracy as 
a tool for political ends. The US doctrine of democracy is not the last 
word on democracy, although it would have the world believe otherwise. 
Although democracy is a common value of humanity, there is no single 
political system that is applicable to all countries in the world. Worse, a 
black-and-white division of countries as “democratic” or “authoritarian” is 
both anachronistic and arbitrary. What the world really needs is a confer-
ence of solidarity that focuses on taking real actions to solve prominent 
global challenges. Democracy is not the exclusive patent of the US. And 
the world does not need the political, military, and ideological barriers of 
a new Cold War. As President Xi Jinping pointed out when he proposed 
the Global Civilization Initiative on Wednesday, the practice of stok-
ing divisions and confrontations in the name of democracy is in itself 
a violation of the spirit of democracy. The initiative calls on countries 
to keep an open mind when perceiving countries with different cul-
tures and political systems and to refrain from imposing their own 
values or models on others or stoking ideological confrontations.
As Xi said, a single flower does not make spring, while one hun-
dred flowers in full blossom bring spring to the garden. Rath-
er than seeking to create divisions, countries should enhance 
their exchanges and interactions so as to tend the garden of 
the world so that it becomes more “colorful and vibrant”.
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Imran Khan and the beleaguered government
Qamar Bashir

T he entire nation is reeling from the developments 
on the political, economic, financial, and security 
fronts, but the government, state machinery, and 

political assets have only one problem at hand, which is 
to arrest Imran Khan. To reduce his political size, change 
his software, either eliminate him entirely, or reintro-
duce him as a tamed, reformed, and toothless politician 
like any other politician in the country. The government 
and political leaders seemed totally numb to the cost the 
country may have to pay if things that are already most-
ly out of their control spiral out of control completely. 
Instead of calming the highly charged political atmos-
phere, Maryam Nawaz spewed once again lethal venom 
against Imran Khan in her latest press conference and 
interview with a reputable channel and her favourite host. 
She compared him to a jackal and a mouse who is holed 
up in his Lahore residence and using a human shield to 
avoid arrest and production in court. She charged him 
with harbouring terrorists in his residence who are us-
ing petrol bombs which according to her are only those 
who know the sophisticated technology to make petrol 
bombs, conveniently ignoring that it needs only a bottle, 
a cock and matchbox to launch a petrol bomb. She also 
accused him of using GB police to defend himself against 
his arrest, and transferred GB IGP Muhammad Saeed as 
a punishment without waiting for input from Punjab IG, 
who when asked denied any clash between Punjab and GB 
police adding that GB policemen had not pointed their 
guns at Lahore police personnel. Later,   when asked how 
Imran  could physically attend court hearings against 
over 96 FIRs filed on frivolous grounds, she innocently 
responded that he should go to the court and tell them 
that the FIRs are false. She may be unaware that making 
false allegations and filing baseless FIRs are punishable 
offenses under PPC Section 182, which states that an-
yone who intentionally gives false information shall be 
punished with imprisonment for a term not exceeding 
six months, or a fine not exceeding ten thousand rupees, 

or both and according  Section 211  filing a false police 
report or making false allegations against an offense is 
punishable by imprisonment for a term of up to two years, 
a fine, or both. I believe she is astute enough to assess 
these provisions and take the necessary precautions to 
avoid future problems.
 
In her press conference, she was flanked by top 
PML(N) leaders and the Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting, who could only get a seat 
in the far right corner of the head table. It reflect-
ed Maryam’s complete control over the govern-
ment and the party. She was effectively acting as 
a de facto prime minister, making decisions with-
out fear of being held accountable. She makes 
statements, makes promises, and issues orders, 
all of which fall under the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the Prime Minister and party leader, Shahbaz 
Sharif, who has been dwarfed and is only left to 
inaugurate half-baked and half-cooked develop-
ment projects. This concentration of power in 
Maryam  appeared to have  completely trampled 
the norm of separation of government and party 
affairs, which is a rule in all democracies around 
the world. According to universal principles, the 
government is in charge of enforcing policies 
and laws, whereas political party leaders are in 
charge of developing and promoting their party’s 
platform and values. The government should 
ideally be independent of political party leader-
ship, and decisions should be made in the best 
interests of the country rather than the interests 
of a specific party or individual. However, in our 
case, the lines between government and political 
party leadership are frequently blurred, and we 
have seen that the ruling party wields significant 
power over the government. This is a dangerous 
combination, and it is possible that it is the root 
cause of the country’s current political turmoil 
as  power corrupts and absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.
 Her obsession with arresting and imprisoning 
Imran Khan knows no bounds. She is using all 
of her arrows and weapons in her bow to ensure 
Imran’s arrest, regardless of the political, admin-
istrative, or financial cost. She has designated 
him as her No. 1 enemy, as well as all those she 
perceives as supporting him, whether he is a per-
son, a country, or an institution.
In her recent press conference, she criticized 
Zalme Khalilzada, perhaps unaware that he is 
an American diplomat and foreign policy advisor 
who has served in a number of high-level posi-
tions in the United States government and has 
been involved in US foreign policy for several 
decades. He has also held senior positions in the 
US State Department, including Assistant Sec-
retary of State for Political-Military Affairs and 
Counterterrorism Coordinator. Whatever the 
circumstances and her feelings about Khalilzad, 
I believe she should have left it to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs to respond if deemed appropri-
ate; after all, the Foreign Minister and Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs should share some of 
the burden of the all-powerful Maryam Nawaz. 
But is Khalilzad the only one she has a grudge 
against?
She perhaps marked everyone who ever had a 
little connection or soft corner for Imran. She 
insulted former Chief justice of Pakistan Saqib 
Nisar for declaring Imran Khan truthful and 
trustworthy and demanded court martial of for-
mer DG, ISI for his alleged support to first bring 
Imran Khan to power and then playing a part in 
perpetuating his rule for around four years. She 
boycotted all TV channels who, according to her, 
were supporting Imran Khan in their talk shows 
and had a calculated narrative that the journal-
ists should not side with any political party. 
Interestingly, in various speeches she vowed to 
not hold any general elections until both sides 
of the balance are equal which according to her 
is equated only with putting Imran Khan behind 
bars whether rightly or wrongly as counterbal-
ancing to her and her father’s going to jail. By 
pledging this, she self assumed herself over and 
above the election commission, judiciary, estab-
lishment and the government. Constitutionally 
election commission is responsible for holding 
of election, supreme court of Pakistan which in 
her latest ruling have directed the government 
to hold the election as soon as possible and gov-
ernment which is constitutionally bound to hold 
election as and when demanded by the Election 
Commission or by the supreme court of Pakistan, 
but she put each one of them under her foot by 
declaring if not in so many words that it is she 
who will decide when and how the elections will 
be held in the country, an amazing confidence 
and an amazingly exuberance of power.
Perhaps she should pause, reset her strategy, 

and take a step back to wait for the right move-
ment to strike against Imran, as he is currently 
riding high on the popularity tide, and his fate 
is currently in the hands of people, if not under 
him. He has inspired the public to share his vi-
sion and work towards a common goal by artic-
ulating a clear and compelling vision and a deep 
sense of purpose. He has emerged as a gifted 
speaker who is able to use language in a power-
ful and persuasive manner to inspire his follow-
ers and is regarded as a role model and source 
of inspiration. Even in the face of uncertainty or 
adversity, he has taken risks such as dissolving 
the Punjab and KP assemblies against all oppo-
sition from within his party. He is not afraid to 
challenge the status quo and raise people’s emo-
tions to new heights. He has successfully sold 
his narrative of Haqiqi Azadi, demonstrated his 
fearlessness in the face of state power, and his 
ability to rally his supporters, who took to the 
streets in large numbers to oppose the use of 
any state power against him.  Finally, as Maryam 
herself stated in so many words, he still enjoys 
the establishment’s support and loyalty, which is 
an important factor and still helps him to neu-
tralize the state’s brute power. The movement 
he started has now gained its own momentum, 
which he may not even be able to control at this 
point. It is similar to a popular soap opera or tel-
evision series that takes time to capture people’s 
attention before establishing its own moment 
that is controlled by the viewers rather than the 
producer.
She, who is a good political leader, should only 
attack from a position of strength in order to 
minimize casualties, increase the chances of 
victory, establish deterrence, and protect her 
party’s interests. This strategy will enable her  
to redeploy her tactics and exploit the Imran’s  
weaknesses, which can be critical to achieving 
her objectives.  Instead of pressuring his arrest, 
she should allow him to make mistakes by ma-
nipulating the media and persuade voters to sup-
port her over him through clear messaging and 
strong branding. She has to bring new potent 
arsenal as the existing weapons, like Tyrian 
White, hiding terrorists, pitching GB police 
against Punjab police, using drugs, chicken 
hearted have been blunted by Imran and have 
left no utility and effectiveness.
On the other hand, I have nothing but admi-
ration for Maryam, who has very successfully 
created a dense fog wall between the people 
and the burning issues that the government 
is faced with and its failure to handle any of 
them through her anti-establishment, anti-ju-
diciary, and anti-Imran rhetoric. Imran’s focus 
has shifted from his demand for early elec-
tions to protecting himself, avoiding arrest, 
and preventing updates of  his software. Peo-
ple’s attention has been diverted from the un-
precedented price hike and hyperinflation to 
protect Imran Khan from his imminent arrest, 
businessmen are on hold awaiting the final out-
come of the elephant war where they may be 
grass to be trampled, failure of negotiation be-
tween demoralized finance minister and stone 
faced IFM country director who has been stung 
by the overturning of agreement reached be-
tween them and Muftah Ismael by Ishaq dar is 
allegedly refusing to sign any agreement until 
new and legitimate government take over to 
guarantee implementation of the agreement in 
both letter and spirit. Nation’s attention has 
also been diverted from the imminent threat 
to our nuclear programme, which was revealed 
by a statement made by our finance minister 
at an international forum with body language 
that reflected weakness, despair, lack of confi-
dence and legitimacy in front of a completely 
hostile audience, which was disheartening.
Businesses are currently under enormous 
pressure, production lines are closing down, 
industry is being shifted to greener pastures 
due to a lack of raw materials and exorbitant 
utility prices, people are groaning under price 
hikes, and the less fortunate are even commit-
ting suicide to save themselves and their loved 
ones from starvation and the indignity of ab-
ject poverty and despair. Instead of political 
expediency, turmoil, commotion, and unrest, 
which the government has purposefully created, 
the government could have avoided this dire situ-
ation by showing a large heart and committing its 
collective wisdom, intellect, and abilities to bring 
reforms and provide some relief to the people. 
Both Maryam and Imran Khan, unfortunately, 
have been calling the establishment in their 
support and have repeatedly expressed their 
anger and frustration at the army’s insensi-
tivity to their demand and siding with them. 

Unfortunately, our politicians are so addicted 
to this toxicity that none of them are willing to 
believe the army’s pledge to no longer inter-
fere in political and civilian affairs. They are 
also unwilling to believe that the army’s new 
leadership has demonstrated its neutrality in 
the face of the nation’s political and financial 
challenges. They are also ignoring the Presi-
dent’s advice that politicians should take the 
army’s pledge of neutrality at face value and 
work together to devise ways and means to 
fill the void left by them. I believe it will take 
time for politicians to wean themselves from 
this lethal seduction, and it will also take time 
for the army to demonstrate to the people and 
politicians that it is no longer in the civilian do-
main. Only time will tell whether Maryam and 
Imran, our most popular leaders, will take the 
first step in devising their political strategies 
independently, without relying on the estab-
lishment’s support in achieving their political 
goals.
 Out of our entire political leadership of both 
old and new generations,  Maryam has the 
grit, courage, tenacity and stamina to stand 
against rising tides with confidence and deter-
mination to win against all odds. She will prob-
ably stay for a long time in the political arena 
of Pakistan. She has gone through a tough and 
arduous political training process and endured 
imprisonments and the tedious process of fac-
ing the courts. While the rest of PDM leader-
ship is relishing the power bestowed to them 
by change of fate as a one in lifetime chance,  
she is the only one left who is facing the daunt-
ing challenge of Imran Khan and successfully  
engaging the people to convey her political ob-
jectives.
But now she, the government and the estab-
lishment are faced with a new kind of rising 
tide which is rooted genuinely in the people’s 
heart and soul. They are dancing to the tune 
of Haqiqi Azadi to salvage themselves from the 
brute state power which is used on them as 
and when required with total impunity. Unlike 
other such tides of the past orchestrated by 
the establishment this one is different, genu-
ine and spontaneous. The people have risen 
to the realization that the ultimate power rests 
with them only when they unite to a single 
cause built around dignity, self respect and 
honor and is the only way to confine the state 
machinery to its mandated roles and respon-
sibilities. The jurisdiction of both civilian and 
military bureaucracy are defined in so many 
words in the constitution and laws, rules and 
regulations emanated out of it. No state func-
tionary or institute has the authority or pow-
er to come out of its defined parameters. Any 
step out of these confines would be illegal, 
illegitimate and  detrimental to the national 
interests which gives the people who are ac-
tual owners of the country and land inherent 
right to put them back to their assigned rules 
by using their power of collectiveness. The 
latest events demonstrated clearly that people 
are not ready to accept any illegal act or order 
of the government or the courts. They have 
taken on themselves to protect their right and 
defend their leaders totally disregarding the 
danger of use of brute state force on them.  
The country is currently confronted with new 
and emerging realities. We must all recog-
nise that political unrest is the root cause of 
all the nation’s problems. All political leaders 
must pause, grasp new realities, comprehend 
the newly defined role of the establishment, 
devise political strategies that exclude the es-
tablishment, and begin engaging the people by 
providing them with a motive, a purpose, and 
objectives that truly represent their aspira-
tions, dreams, and preferences. Use people’s 
power to keep the bureaucracy both civilian 
and military to their defined rules, use political 
tools of negotiation, consultations and consensus 
building to resolve issues faced by the nation. Set 
a mutually agreed-upon date for the next general 
election to allow the people to elect a legitimate, 
genuine, and truly representative government, 
and then allow it to complete its mandate period 
while using all political capital at their disposal 
to prevent any interference by state machinery 
in the civilian domain. Let us set aside our per-
sonal grudges, hateful vendettas, and personal 
agendas and allow the nation and its people to 
breathe freely.
 

—The writer is the Former Press 
Secretary to the President and

Former Press Minister in 
Pakistan Embassy of France

She perhaps marked 
everyone who ever had 
a little connection or 
soft corner for Imran. 
She insulted former 

Chief justice of Pakistan 
Saqib Nisar for declaring 
Imran Khan truthful and 

trustworthy and demanded 
court martial of former DG, 
ISI for his alleged support 
to first bring Imran Khan 
to power and then playing 

a part in perpetuating 
his rule for around four 

years. She boycotted all TV 
channels who, according 
to her, were supporting 
Imran Khan in their talk 

shows and had a calculated 
narrative that the 

journalists should not side 
with any political party. 
Interestingly, in various 

speeches she vowed 
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SayeD SajiD Shah BoKhari

W HEN month of Ramzan comes 
it gives immense pleasure to all 
the Mulsims(1.5 Billion) of the 

world to celebrate it with great courage 
and love. The Humans involved in all sort 
of sins and busy in all kinds of ills requires 
forgiveness and Allah provides opportu-
nity to the Muslims to avail it. Each cult 
with 70% double gratuities could be in fact 
chance for Muslims to boon them. Every 
year the Muslims of the world go through 
fasting (complete ban on food, drinks and 
other activities for bidden by Allah). 
Allah says that the entire cult the humans 
do for themselves but fasting is for me and 
I will give gratuities for it. The very first 
concept of fasting is no doubt getting the 
consent of Allah through begging. The 
outcome of Fasting is to get the spiritual 
qualities like compassion,empathy,humili-
ty, generosity,kindness and reverence.The 
world although do not fast being non-Mus-
lim but they respect the month of Ramzan 
because of its worth.Even the scientists of 
the world had agreed,that due to huge pres-
sure on human body thoroughly in a year 
and continuous eating ,drinking saturate 
the human body with dirt which needs pu-
rification and  rest and the Ramzan provide 
this opportunity on large scale.
Although major objective of fasting is to 
make one strong in asceticism and under-
stand strong beliefs in Allah .The Prophet 

of Allah says,Fasting is a shield from the 
Hellfire just like the shield of any of you in 
battle.(Sunan ibni Maja,1639).
Fasting is the process to go again the lust 
and desires and to bow to the command of 
Allah fully. It gives perception to stay away 
from all kinds of sins and dirt in and out-
side a body and to make Allah accede the 
first priority.The major theme of Rozza is 
to follow the Allah path in true version ( 
do not eat and drink  in day while at night 
one should stand  in worship for the forgive-
ness of all evils). In fact this month purify 
the bodies and soul,blood and brain and fill 
them with the love and affection of Allah.
Ramzan is one of the five pillars of Islam 
(faith,daily prayer,fasting,Hajj and Zakat) 
obligatory for very Muslim to go through it.
The Ramzan is very indispensible in its 
nature because of its essence spiritual-
ly, physically, socially and mentally.This 
month is very important because the 
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) received, 
the holy Quran verses as revelation from 
Allah and the first battle of Islam took 
place (Batte of Badar)in this month.
In Quran Majeed in verses (2-183)Allah 
Says,O you believe fasting has been pre-
scribed for you as it had been prescribed 
for those who came before you.So that you 
may guard yourself (against displeasing 
Allah).Fasting is very common practice in 
the other religions of the world but it could 
not be worthy because of its nature.In Hin-
duism which is one of the oldest religion 
in the world with a history of 4000 years 

ago  had history of fasting.It was called 
Ekadashi satyanaryan and Navatri.Howev-
er Hindu fasting was usually done in the 
Month of Kartik.The Hindues women kept 
the fasting for their husbands sake.
Similarlythey had a ritual to eat everything 
even in fasting except  the things  baking 
in  fire.The Christians had also fasting ritu-
al  in their religion.The Prophet Jesus(AS)
fasted for 40 days before he received the 
Gospel.He ordered to his followers to fast 
40 days but it does not happen now or 
very few people know about it.The other 
religion have also the same pattern like 
Buddhism,janism and Taoismhowever no 
religion had a concept like Islam which is 
the only, way to build close relation with 
Allah and fasting  according to standard 
procedures universally. 
The thirty days in Ramzan plays  crucial role 
in buildingconviction  in Allah,killing of lust 
and power while abandon every act to be 
played on the guidelines and directives of Al-
lah and his Messenger  Mohammad (PBUH) 
directives.It is actually understanding the 
myth of life and submission to Allah wills 
to whom we all shall go back after death.
However, besides fasting Ramzan plays im-
portant role psychologically, physiologically 
and scientifically and research on Ramzan is 
still in process. Although,the theme of the 
Roza  is to understand clearly the issues and 
problems of starvation due  to poverty and 
one may realize the true pain of poor’s. 
The month of Ramazan tell us how can the 
poor should be help? In Surah Al-Baqra 

Allah says in Ayayt no 183,Those who be-
lieves in Allah, fasting  is duty ,on you as it 
was obligatory on the nations before you, 
So that you become asceticism.In Europe 
and most part of Asia even the month of 
Ramzan is welcome with great respect.
The prices of daily commoditiescould be 
minimized and even in some countries food 
items could be supplied without any charg-
es.The countries like Germany, Canada has 
credit to honor the Ramzan packageswith 
special discount for the Muslim communi-
ty. Some countries Heads even attend the 
Muslim Aftari and feel happiestmoments 
with Muslim communities in the Mosques.
Unfortunately in the Muslim countries ma-
jority of the Muslims turn the Month of 
Ramzan very expensive and troublesome 
for others. The prices of daily commodities 
go high and maximum of traders earn mon-
ey through illegal practices. The Month of 
Ramzan is so pious and sohonorable for the 
Muslims that they, kept all the routine ac-
tivities suspended.
The fasting practices made the Muslims 
strong in beliefs and simple in habits as 
well. It shows the world how the Muslims 
worship in Allah could enhanced their be-
liefs to understand that only, Alalh could 
forgive our sins and broader the range 
of our sight and  vision to understand 
and know him as the creator of the world 
and hereafter.In the honour of month of 
Ramzan the Evils and Wicked bondaged 
could be sent to  cages so that Muslims 
could worship Allah freely.

The sacred month of Ramzan, month of Blessing

Briefs
Police given 
‘free hand’: 

CM Naqvi
From PAge 01

‘the government writ will 
be established at any cost’.  
The chief minister narrated 
an incident in which a police-
man was tortured badly (by 
the PTI workers) the other 
day when he was going back 
after finishing his duty. The 
PTI activists also threw the 
vehicle of Elite Force into the 
canal, he added. He told the 
presser that they have got 
pictures of those involved in 
these incidents of terrorism. 
“I’m standing by my police. 
If someone lays his hand on 
them, we will break his hand,” 
the CM said forcefully.
He said that the administra-
tion was trying to keep the 
atmosphere peaceful and 
wanted to avoid any loss 
of life. “No political work-
ers do such things. Terror-
ists are residing in Zaman 
Park,” Naqvi maintained. 
He said that he had given 
a free hand to the police to 
establish state’s writ. 
The Punjab caretaker chief 
minister said that he would 
write a letter to the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan on Monday apprising 
it of the situation. Naqvi 
also announced Rs500,000 
compensation to the police 
officials who got hurt dur-
ing incidents of vandalism 
by the PTI workers.
Talking about providing 
some relief to poor mass-
es during Ramazan, the 
chief minister said that free 
wheat flour was being sup-
plied at thousands of distri-
bution centres throughout 
Punjab. Naqvi said so far 
over 800,000 flour bags had 
been distributed. “Every 
family will be given three 
flour bags,” he added.

Ex-Saudi 
envoy 

Asseri...
From PAge 01

This consensus must be built 
after accommodating differ-
ences of opinion among the 
key stakeholders,” Ambassa-
dor Asseri “Recovering the 
economy from the current 
crisis is a necessary choice. 
Support from trusted friends 
like Saudi Arabia will follow,” 
he added. The former Saudi 
envoy also argued that all 
the political stakeholders 
must agree upon and adhere 
to some basic Rules of the 
Game and abide by them. “It 
is good that the military lead-
ership has finally decided to 
stay away from politics. Now 
politicians have a huge re-
sponsibility to act maturely, 
respect each other and work 
for the greater public good.”
“The political parties need 
to sit together and develop 
a code of conduct for regu-
lating political competition 
and resolving political con-
flict through compromise 
in the true spirit of national 
reconciliation,” he further 
stated. Pakistan, he argued, 
is in dire need of a healing 
touch. It can count on Sau-
di Arabia, which wants to 
invest in the future of Paki-
stan. But the real momen-
tum for economic recovery 
and political stability must 
come from within.

Plan was 
hatched to 

assassinate..
From PAge 01

(PDM), saying the oppo-
nents will not win elections 
at any cost. “These people 
want my assassination. By 
shelling in the toll plaza, 
efforts were made to incite 
the PTI workers. I have 
mentioned many times that 
I am facing a threat to life. 
So why have I been sum-
moned persistently”, the 
former premier, bashing his 
political opponents.
He went on to claim, say-
ing, “If I am sent to jail, 
these people will assassi-
nate me, there as well”.
Continuing to take a dig 
at the rulers, Mr Khan 
claimed, “They are resort-
ing to tactics against me 
for their own sake. These 
people are not interested in 
holding elections. But they 
are in power to assassinate 
me”. On Sunday, Mr Khan 
Sunday demanded release 
of party workers and their 
children arrested during 
police raids homes of PTI 
workers in Islamabad. In his 
message on Twitter, Imran 
Khan said: “Fascism at un-
precedented levels with po-
lice in Islamabad raiding 
homes without warrants 
to abduct PTI workers. 
Where the worker is not 
present, children as young 
as 10 yrs are picked up.”

Punjab wins National women’s 
Blind Cricket Championship title

afzal javeD

ISLAMABAD: Punjab lifted the 
2nd edition of National Women’s 
Blind Cricket Championship by 
defeating Islamabad by 8 wick-
ets here at Marghzar Cricket 
Ground on Monday. Teams from 
Punjab, Sindh, Azad Kashmir and 
Islamabad participated in a six 
days event organised by Pakistan 
Blind Cricket Council (PBCC) 
with the collaboration of Austral-
ian High Commission (AHC) and 
Serena Hotels.
In the final Islamabad scored 108 
runs for the loss of four wickets in 
the allotted 12 overs. Asifa Jabeen 
and Iman Arshad scored 16 and 13 
runs respectively for Islamabad. In 
reply, Punjab chased the target in 
9.3 overs at the loss of two wickets. 
Nisha Bakhs was the main contrib-
utor as she scored 55 runs and was 
declared woman of the Match.
Australian High Commissioner 
to Pakistan Neil Hawkins was the 
chief guest of prize distribution 
ceremony while First Secretary 
of Australian High Commission 
Ashleigh Light, Pakistan Blind 
Cricket Council Chairman Syed 
Sultan Shah, General Manager 
Islamabad Serena Hotel Otto 
Kurzendorfer, Manager Events 
(Head of Diplomacy Events) 
Serena Hotel Hassan Bukhtiar 

and other dignitaries were also 
present during the ceremony.
The training builds on Australia’s 
support to PBCC since 2018 that led 
to the formation of Pakistan’s first 
blind women cricket team. The new 
team played its first international 
Twenty20 game in the same year.
Speaking at the award-giving 
ceremony at the conclusion of 
the event, the Australian High 

Commissioner to Pakistan Neil 
Hawkins shared that Australia’s 
support aims to provide more 
women and girls with disabilities 
the opportunity to compete and 
demonstrate their ability, while 
promoting inclusion in sport.
“We hope to break gender stere-
otypes and negative perceptions 
associated with people with dis-
abilities through our support of 

this initiative. Australia and Paki-
stan share a passion for cricket, 
so we are happy to support the 
Pakistan Blind Cricket Council’s 
efforts to bring women and girls 
living with disabilities into the 
sport,” Hawkins added.
The Chairman of Pakistan Blind 
Cricket Council, Syed Sultan 
Shah, said that blind Cricket is a 
sport that has gained popularity 

in recent years for its unique ap-
proach to inclusivity. It provides 
an opportunity for people with 
visual impairments to compete at 
a high level, develop their skills 
and confidence, and become peo-
ple of vision, both on and off the 
field. I hope that this initiative 
will inspire more people with dis-
abilities to participate in sports 
and lead fulfilling lives.”

Jhelum Chamber of 
commerce beat Jhelum Bar

KaMraN Gujjar

JHELUM: Jhelum Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry won 
the friendly cricket match be-
tween Jhelum Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and Jhelum 
District Bar Association. The 
team scored 140 runs in 20 over 
while playing first. Chaudhry 
Kamran Gujjar played a bril-
liant innings of 48 runs. In 
response, Jhelum District Bar 
Association could only score 
137 runs. Mosadiq Kayani dis-
missed 4 players from Jhelum 
Chamber of Commerce. 

PTI did not 
run any 

campaign, 
says Fawad

From PAge 01
Chaudhry added that the 
chief minister should stop 
spreading hatred against a 
specific community. React-
ing to Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif’s statement, 
he said that the premier’s 
statement is an attempt to 
create distance between the 
army and the nation. “PTI 
has neither run any cam-
paign against the army chief 
nor is planning to do it. PTI 
respects the army chief.”
The PTI vice president said 
that Imran Khan thinks if 
the military becomes weak 
then it will also make the 
country weaker. He ex-
pressed hopes to bring poli-
tics to normalcy.

Technical 
reasons 
behind 

IMF delay
From PAge 01

But this prompted further 
speculation and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Vice Chairman and for-
mer foreign minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi also 
demanded an explanation 
from the government.
“I want to be categoric 
that there is absolutely no 
truth to this or any insinu-
ated link between the past 
or current IMF supported 
programme and decision 
by any Pakistani govern-
ment over its nuclear pro-
gramme,” the official said.
In a statement today, the 
minister said his com-
ments on the Senate’s 
floor were in response to 
a colleague senator’s spe-
cific question, wherein, he 
emphasised that Pakistan 
has a sovereign right to 
develop its nuclear pro-
gram, as it best suits “our 
national interests, without 
any external dictation”.

Imran 
politics 

harming...
From PAge 01

Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) hospital, 
which he said was an appro-
priate answer to opponents. 
He claimed that no district 
of Punjab possessed a 
NICVD institution like Suk-
kur and that since the Sindh 
government ran NICVD in 
2015, it was providing free 
treatment facilities and did 
not deny treatment to any 
deserving person.
The minister also announced 
the establishment of a new 
hospital for free heart treat-
ment in Landhi, saying that 
there was no such hospital 
in the whole world that could 
treat this number of patients 
for free. He added that the 
decision to die or live should 
not be based on financial cir-
cumstances.
The foreign minister high-
lighted that today NICVD 
was the world’s largest 
heart disease treatment 
hospital and satellite 
centers of NICVD were es-
tablished in Hyderabad and 
Larkana on behalf of the 
Sindh government. Chair-
man PPP emphasized that 
the governments in Punjab 
and KP provide treatment 
for money while PPP is 
providing treatment for the 
service of humanity.

PSG slump to 
home defeat 

against 
Rennes

PARIS: Paris Saint-Ger-
main’s (PSG) quest towards 
another Ligue 1 title was 
hindered on Sunday as they 
went down 2-0 at home to 
Rennes, the second time 
Christophe Galtier’s side 
have lost to the Brittany club 
in 2023. Kylian Mbappe had 
an effort disallowed for off-
side before Karl Toko-Ekam-
bi put Rennes in front with 
a magnificent strike in the 
final minute of the first half.
Arnaud Kalimuendo made it 
2-0 three minutes after the 
restart against the club he 
left in the last close season, 
as PSG slumped to the first 
home league defeat of the 
campaign. It is the Parisi-
ans’ fourth Ligue 1 loss this 
season, all of them in 2023. 
They lost away to Rennes 
when the teams last met in 
January. The result means 
Marseille can cut PSG’s 
lead at the top of the table 
to seven points if they win 
away to Reims in Sunday’s 
late game. Qatar-owned 
PSG were knocked out of 
the Champions League in 
the last 16 by Bayern Mu-
nich on March 9. – APP

Indian Wells
Alcaraz, Kazakhstan's 

Rybakina take home titles
President of Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev congratulated 

Elena Rybakina on her win at the prestigious Indian Wells 
tournament.Tokayev, said Rybakina showed highly professional 

tennis, a strong will, and high culture of sportsmanship

SportS DeSK

INDIAN WELLS: Spain's Carlos Alcaraz 
defeated Daniil Medvedev 6-3, 6-2 on 
Sunday to win the BNP Paribas Open ti-
tle and regain the world's No. 1 ranking. 
The 19-year-old Spaniard will move from 
second to first in the ATP Tour rankings 
on Monday, displacing Novak Djokovic. 
The Serb withdrew from Indian Wells 

before the tournament began when he 
couldn't gain entry to the U.S. because 
he's unvaccinated for COVID-19. “For 
me, it’s a dream come true again,” Al-
caraz said. “Obviously being in front 
of such great players like Novak, it’s 
an amazing feeling.”
"I would say this has been the perfect 
tournament,” he said. In the women's 
final, Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina beat 
Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka 7-6 (11), 6-4 

and handed the world’s second-ranked 
player just her second loss this year. 
Last year, Alcaraz became the youngest 
man to reach No. 1 in ATP history after 
his title at the U.S. Open. He achieved 
another mark in the third round at Indi-
an Wells. That's when Alcaraz notched 
his 100th career match victory, the sec-
ond-quickest player behind John McEn-
roe to do so. Alcaraz also became the 
first man to win the tournament with-
out dropping a set since Roger Federer 
in 2017 and the youngest man to win 
the title in the desert.
“I really trust in every shot that 
I hit,” he said. “If I miss, I don’t 
mind.” Alcaraz hit 19 winners and 
had 10 unforced errors while keep-
ing Medvedev off-balance with a 
steady array of serve-and-volley 
and drop shots. The teenager never 
faced a break point while opening 
leads of 3-0 in the first set and 4-0 
in the second. “What I improve a lot 
is to don’t take the pressure, just to 
play relaxed,” Alcaraz said. 

Barca snatch Clasico 
win over Madrid 

BARCELONA: Barcelona snatched a 2-1 Clasico win over 
Real Madrid with Franck Kessie's late goal Sunday to move 
12 points clear at the top of La Liga. The victory dents Ma-
drid's ambitions of retaining the title and leaves the Cata-
lans close to lifting the trophy for the first time since 2019.
Carlo Ancelotti's Real took the lead through a Ronald Arau-
jo own goal but Barcelona pulled level when Sergi Roberto 
tucked home just before half-time. Both sides had chances to 
win the game and Marco Asensio struck for Madrid, but the 
goal was ruled offside by VAR, before Alejandro Balde set up 
Kessie in the 92nd minute. "We came from a Marco Asen-
sio goal that we didn't know was offside and from losing, we 
scored Franck's goal, and the truth is it tastes a bit better, win-
ning like that in the last minute," Sergi Roberto told Movistar.
"There are a lot of games left and you can never give Ma-
drid up for dead. 12 points is a tricky distance to have to 
go, but it's up to us, and that is good." The build-up to 
the match was overshadowed by Barcelona's corruption 
charge in the "Caso Negreira" refereeing scandal. Madrid 
joined Spanish prosecutors' complaint against Barcelona 
last week and their president Florentino Perez snubbed 
the game for the first time in over 20 years, amid rising 
tensions between the two Spanish giants. That fed the 
match's intensity, both on and off the pitch, in Xavi's sixth 
Clasico as Barcelona coach but only his first at Camp Nou.
Xavi asked fans to make the stadium a pressure cooker and 
they responded, selling it out, whistling Madrid in possession 
and conjuring one of the best atmospheres of the season. Ma-
drid did not manage a single shot on target in their Copa del 
Rey semi-final first leg defeat by Barcelona earlier in March, 
but Karim Benzema stung Marc-Andre ter Stegen's palms in-
side the first minute. Robert Lewandowski responded at the 
other end by testing Thibaut Courtois as the veteran marks-
men exchanged shots. When Barcelona conceded the open-
ing goal of the game, it was friendly fire. Araujo deflected 
Vinicius' cross in at the near post, with Ter Stegen help-
less. Araujo, playing at right-back to counteract the Brazil-
ian, has enjoyed his duels with Vinicius in the past but this 
time the winger triumphed, albeit fortuitously. – Agencies

Nepal’s PM secures 
vote of confidence  

in Parliament
KATHMANDU: Nepal’s communist prime minister se-
cured a vote of confidence in Parliament on Monday, en-
abling him to continue as long as he has the backing of 
his new coalition partners. Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal got 172 votes while 89 members voted against him 
in the House of Representatives, the lower house of Par-
liament. Dahal became prime minister in December after 
elections a month earlier produced no clear winner. The 
first coalition government he put together fell apart after 
three major partners pulled out of because of differences 
on separate issues with Dahal. He was forced by law to 
seek a vote of confidence but managed to get the support 
of his former rival, the Nepali Congress party, which is the 
largest in Parliament. The party is now set to become a 
part of the new coalition government with several smaller 
parties. Political turmoil and frequent changes in govern-
ment are nothing new in Nepal, where eight different gov-
ernments have ruled in the past 10 years. – APP
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Staff report

RAWALPINDI: Poultry sector is 
under severe pressure due to in-
crease in production cost.  Cur-
rently sixty percent of poultry 
farms have been closed result-
ing in job loss. The government 
should work on cultivation of soy-
beans at the local level so that de-
pendence on imports is reduced. 
These views were expressed by 
Saqib Rafiq, President of Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Commerce, 
while addressing the meeting of 
the Standing Committee on Poul-
try in the Chamber house. He said 
that the Rawalpindi Chamber had 
raised the issue of import ban 
and containers stuck at the port 
at all levels, and the government 
should take steps to reduce the 
cost of production. RCCI Presi-
dent Saqib Rafique and Chairman 
Dr. Farhan Farooq presided over 
the meeting. Issues related to the 
poultry sector were discussed 
in the meeting. The committee 
expressed concerns over the 
increase in cost of production, 

non-availability of chicken meat 
due to inflation and recommend-
ed that the government should pro-
vide incentives and tax exemptions 

to promote local machinery/plants 
for import substitution. Chairman 
Farhan Farooq welcomed the 
suggestions from the committee 

members. Senior Vice President 
Muhammad Hamza Sarosh, Vice 
President Faisal Shehzad, former 
Presidents Dr. Hassan Saroosh, 

Raja Amer Iqbal, Malik Shahid 
Saleem, committee members 
and members of RCCI were also 
present in the meeting.

RCCI concerns on closure of Poultry Industry

Briefs
Australian 

soldier 
arrested over 

war crime
SYDNEY: The 41-year-old 
man, who was deployed 
in Afghanistan, is accused 
of having killed a civilian. 
A four-year investigation 
revealed that Australian 
special forces killed 39 un-
armed civilians and prison-
ers in the country.
Australian authorities said 
on Monday they had ar-
rested a former soldier for 
allegedly killing an Afghan 
civilian while deployed 
with Afghanistan’s defence 
force.
The accused is expected to 
be charged in an Australi-
an court with one count of 
war crime murder, which 
carries a maximum penalty 
of life in jail, the Australi-
an Federal Police said in a 
statement. A four-year in-
vestigation  in 2020 found 
that Australian special 
forces allegedly killed 39 
unarmed prisoners and ci-
vilians in Afghanistan, with 
senior commandos report-
edly forcing junior soldiers 
to kill defenceless captives 
in order to “blood” them 
for combat. Following the 
recommendations of the 
report, 19 current and for-
mer members of Australia’s 
military were then referred 
to a special investigator to 
determine if there was suf-
ficient evidence to prose-
cute. Australia was part of 
a NATO-led international 
force that trained Afghan 
security forces and fought 
the Taliban for two decades 
after Western-backed forc-
es ousted the Islamist mil-
itants from power in 2001.
More than 39,000 Aus-
tralian troops served in 
Afghanistan and 41 were 
killed.—Agencies 
 

Ukraine 
only has one 

chance
MOSCOW: With the US 
set to refocus attention on 
domestic issues next year, 
Ukraine may not get fund-
ing for continued military 
action, Czech President 
Petr Pavel has said. The 
former army officer said 
Kiev’s armed forces may 
therefore have just one shot 
at conducting a major push 
against Russian troops.
“The window of opportunity 
is open this year. After next 
winter, it will be extremely 
difficult to maintain the cur-
rent level of aid,” Pavel told 
the Polish newspaper Rzec-
zpospolita.
“Ukraine will only have one 
attempt to launch a major 
counter-offensive,” he add-
ed as quoted by the outlet 
on Monday. If it fails, “it will 
be extremely difficult to ob-
tain funds for the next one.”
Pavel, a retired general 
who served as chair of the 
NATO Military Committee 
until 2018, predicted that 
US interest in aiding the 
Ukrainian army would like-
ly dwindle in 2024. The po-
litical focus in the country 
will shift to the presidential 
campaign, and US-China re-
lations are likely to be the 
top foreign policy issue. 
European nations will like-
ly reduce their funding of 
Ukraine too, the politician 
predicted.— Agencies 

UN holds 
conference 
on global 

water crisis
NEW YORK: With water 
scarce in some places, in ex-
cess elsewhere, polluted or 
otherwise problematic, the 
United Nations addresses 
this week a global crisis that 
has been long overlooked 
even as the welfare of bil-
lions of people is at stake.
“It’s the first time in 46 
years that the world comes 
together on the issue of 
water,” said Henk Ovink, 
water issues special envoy 
for the Netherlands, which 
is co-organizing the UN 
Water Summit Wednesday 
through Friday along with 
Tajikistan. “It’s now or 
never, as we say, a once in 
a generation opportunity,” 
he told AFP. The last con-
ference at this high level 
on the issue, which lacks a 
global treaty or a dedicat-
ed UN agency, was held in 
1997 in Mar del Plata, Ar-
gentina. And the situation 
is dire. “We wrecked the 
hydrological cycle,” said 
Ovink, adding that he has 
never been more worried.
“We take too much water 
from our ground. We pol-
lute the water that is left and 
there is now so much water 
in the air that it is impacting 
our environment.—APP

Medvedev 
threatens 
ICC with 

hypersonic 
missile

MOSCOW: Deputy Chair-
man of the Russian Security 
Council Dmitry Medvedev 
early on Monday threatened 
the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) with the use of 
a Russian hypersonic mis-
sile, amid the issuance of 
an arrest warrant for Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin.
“Alas, gentlemen, everyone 
walks under God and mis-
siles. It is quite possible to 
imagine the targeted use of 
an Onyx hypersonic (mis-
sile) from a Russian ship in 
the North Sea against the 
Hague courthouse,” Medve-
dev said in a statement on 
Telegram.
Medvedev claimed that 
international public law is 
defective, mainly due to its 
inefficiency as countries 
“do not want to implement 
biased acts of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, veto deci-
sions of the UN Security 
Council, or leave various 
UN institutions.”
“The reason is their injus-
tice, which is based on the 
inadmissibility of coercion 
by a group of sovereign 
countries of the same sover-
eign states. ... A sovereign 
power cannot exercise juris-
diction over another sover-
eign power,” Medvedev also 
said.
Medvedev further alleged 
that ICC’s decision to issue 
an arrest warrant for Putin 
will have “monstrous con-
sequences for international 
law.”
“This is the collapse of the 
foundations, the principles 
of law. Including the postu-
lates of the inevitability of 
responsibility.
“Now, no one will go to any 
international body, every-
one will negotiate among 
themselves. All stupid deci-
sions of the UN and other 
structures will burst at the 
seams. The gloomy de-
cline of the entire system 
of international relations is 
coming. Trust is gone,” he 
added.—DNA

Ancient 
pearl town 
discovered  

in UAE
DUBAI: Archaeologists say 
they have found the oldest 
pearling town in the Gulf 
on an island off one of the 
northern sheikhdoms of the 
United Arab Emirates.
Artefacts found in this town 
on Siniyah Island in Umm 
al-Quwain, likely once home 
to thousands of people and 
hundreds of houses, date 
as far back as the region’s 
pre-Islamic history in the 
late sixth century. While 
older pearling towns have 
been mentioned in histor-
ical texts, this represents 
the first time archaeologists 
say they have physically 
found one from this ancient 
era across the nations of 
the Gulf.  “This is the old-
est example of that kind of 
very specifically Khaleeji 
pearling town,” said Tim-
othy Power, an associate 
professor of archaeology at 
the United Arab Emirates 
University, using a word 
that means “Gulf” in Arabic. 
“It’s the spiritual ancestor of 
towns like Dubai.” The pear-
ling town sits on Siniyah Is-
land, which shields the Khor 
al-Beida marshlands in Umm 
al-Quwain, an emirate 50km 
(30 miles) northeast of Du-
bai.—Agencies 
 

Colombia 
suspends 

ceasefire with 
drug cartel

BOGOTÁ: Colombian Pres-
ident Gustavo Petro has 
suspended a ceasefire with 
the country’s main drug 
trafficking cartel, the Gulf 
Clan. He accused it of “sow-
ing anxiety and terror” and 
ordered the security forces 
to reactivate their military 
operations against the crim-
inal gang. The ceasefire had 
been agreed in December 
as part of the president’s 
plan for “total peace” in 
Colombia. Its suspension is 
a major blow to Mr Petro’s 
attempt to end armed con-
flict. His policy is radically 
different from that from his 
predecessor in office, Iván 
Duque, who tried to secure 
peace by stepping up military 
operations against Colombia’s 
illegal armed groups. Mr Petro 
is instead trying to negotiate 
an end of hostilities with doz-
ens of criminal organisations.
On 31 December 2022, the 
government had announced 
that it had reached a bilateral 
ceasefire with the Gulf Clan as 
well as rebels of the National 
Liberation Army (ELN) and dis-
sidents from the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia 
(Farc) among others.—APP

Armenia must abandon 
its aggressive rhetoric

Armenia, not forgetting its pattern of putting forward conditions, now interferes 
with the process of reintegration of the Armenian residents of Azerbaijan

NewS DeSK

BAKU: “We strongly con-
demn this military prov-
ocation of Armenia and 
demand that it abandons 
its increasingly aggressive 
rhetoric and stops taking 
steps that increase tension 
in the region,” press-ser-
vice of the Azerbaijan’s 
Foreign Ministry said in 
response to the Armenia’s 
military provocation on the 
Azerbaijani region border-
ing this country. “Armenia 
should stop abusing the 
presence of the European 
Union civilian monitoring 
mission in its territories 
to increase tensions in the 
region and cover up its mili-
tary provocations,” the min-
istry reported.
According to the informa-
tion of the State Border 
Service of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan, on March 20, 
one of the servicemen was 
injured from the fire of 
units of the armed forces of 

Armenia located near the 
Nerkin-And settlement of 
Gafan region toward the po-
sitions of Border Troops of 
the State Border Service of 
the Republic of Azerbaijan 
located on the Aghbashyurd 
heights of Zangilan region. 
To label the return of Azer-
baijani IDPs to their homes 
as a “violation” of the Trilat-
eral Statement and “illegal 
settlement” is yet another 
clear manifestation of hy-
pocrisy by Armenia, which, 
in violation of international 
law and four UN Security 
Council resolutions, kept 
the territories of Azerbai-
jan under occupation for 
30 years, forcibly expelled 
about 1 million Azerbaija-
nis from their homelands, 
and brutally destroyed all 
Azerbaijani historical and 
religious monuments in 
the region. This statement 
demonstrates Armenia’s 
features of racial discrimi-
nation and hatred.
At the same time, this 
statement demonstrates 

that Armenia, a monoeth-
nic state that has pursued a 
large-scale policy of ethnic 
cleansing against Azerbai-
janis for decades, has not 
refrained from the abhor-
rent goal pursued by ilthe 
legal settlement of Arme-
nians not only from its own 
territory, but also from the 
countries of the Middle 
East in the occupied terri-
tories of Azerbaijan, as well 
as “Armeniazation” of Azer-
baijani territories, and the 
goal of hindering the return 
of Azerbaijanis in every 
possible way. It should be 
noted that the reference 
to the settlements of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan by 
fictitious names is another 
manifestation of Armenia’s 
territorial claims against 
Azerbaijan. It seems that 
Armenia, which has just 
become familiar with in-
ternational law and the 
principle of respect for 
territorial integrity, should 
continue its enlightenment 
in this area. The Prague 

and Sochi Statements de-
mand Armenia to end its 
territorial claims against 
Azerbaijan, and to recog-
nize and respect the latter’s 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. Nevertheless, the 
recently escalating rhetoric 
of the political leadership 
of Armenia, including the 
aforementioned statement 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Armenia, aggres-
sive statements, especially 
the actions aimed directly 
at the territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of Azer-
baijan, demonstrate that 
Armenia yet another time 
does not intend to utilize 
the historical opportunity 
for peace.
The claim by Armenia that 
Azerbaijan, who initiated 
the signing of a peace treaty 
after the war of 2020, pre-
sented the 5 basic principles 
for building relations and the 
text of the peace agreement, 
is not interested in the peace 
agreement, is another obvi-
ous example of deception. It 

is well known that Armenia, 
which did not respond to 
Azerbaijan’s proposal to sign 
a peace agreement for more 
than a year, and then condi-
tioned the signing of a peace 
agreement to the delimitation 
process that usually takes a 
long time, and to other de-
structive proposals, obstructs 
the peace treaty under var-
ious pretexts, exaggerating 
certain elements and creating 
confusion about its essence. 
With such statements, Arme-
nia is trying to cover up its 
artificial delaying of the peace 
treaty negotiation process, as 
well as its recent blow to the 
process by refusing to attend 
the next round of negotia-
tions in December 2022. As 
it is known, even before the 
2020 war, from the first day 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashin-
yan came to power, the chain 
of provocations committed by 
Armenia, both verbally and 
in action, undermined the 
negotiation process on the 
settlement of the former Ar-
menia-Azerbaijan conflict and 

led to a serious increase in 
tension in the region. It is also 
well known that under the 
leadership of N.Pashinyan, 
Armenia adopted a military 
doctrine and a national secu-
rity strategy that envisages 
the concept of “a new war for 
new territories” and defines 
the country’s strategic goal 
in the negotiation process as 
preserving the results of the 
war and that after the July 
2020 clashes, following the 
impunity syndrome, Arme-
nia put forward 7 unjustified 
conditions against Azerbaijan. 
Armenia, not forgetting its 
pattern of putting forward con-
ditions, now interferes with 
the process of reintegration 
of the Armenian residents of 
Azerbaijan. In order to prevent 
Azerbaijan’s determined activ-
ity in the direction of conduct-
ing a dialogue with the Arme-
nian residents, the Armenian 
side does provocations that 
induce the representatives of 
the Armenian residents to op-
pose the proposal of holding 
the next dialogue in Baku.
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PNS NASR carrying relief 
supplies arrives at Turkiye

DNa

ANKARA: Pakistan Navy 
Ship PNS Nasr carrying 
earthquake relief assis-
tance supplies, mainly win-
terized tents (1800) and 
blankets(22000) arrived at 
Mersin Port today. Ship was 
recieved by Governor Mersin 
Mr. Ali Hamza Pehlivan, Am-
bassador of Pakistan to Tur-
kiye Dr. Yousaf Junaid, Depu-
ty Governor Ibrahim Kuçuk,
Mersin Emniyet Müdürü , 
Mehmet Aslan , Turkish dig-
nitaries and representatives 
from media.   Speaking on 
the occasion, Ambassador 
Dr. Yousaf Junaid stated 
that Pakistan & Turkiye are 
knitted together in strong 
bonds of friendship & broth-
erhood. Both countries have 
common history & heritage 
& envisage a shared future. 
Pakistan stands shoulder 
to shoulder with Turkiye in 
these difficult times and to-
gether will emerge stronger 
from the devastation caused 
by earthquakes. In his state-
ment, Governor Mersin Mr. 
Ali Hamza Pehlivan said that 

exemplary solidarity from 
Pakistan highlights that 
hearts of Pakistani people 
beat with the hearts of Turk-
ish brothers. He thanked the 
people and government of 
Pakistan for swift  response 
and solidarity with Turkiye in 
this difficult time. Command-
er PNS Nasr , Commodore 
Sohail Ahmed Azmie stated 

that with  its resilience and 
strength, Turkish nation will 
overcome this disaster very 
soon. Under the directions 
of the Prime Minister, an 
air bridge was immediately 
established between Islam-
abad and Ankara on 6th 
February 2023 to transport 
rescue teams and deliver 
essential relief goods.  Since 

then, earthquake relief sup-
plies are being transported 
to brotherly Turkiye through 
air, land and se      earthquake 
relief supplies , primarily 
50,000 tents , a chartered 
air operation is currently in 
progress . On average three 
flights a day are bringing 
much needed tents to the earth-
quake affected region.

Thai PM dissolves 
parliament, calls election

BANGKOK: Thai Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-O-
Cha dissolved parliament 
on Monday, setting up a 
general election in May 
as the former coup lead-
er seeks to extend ar-
my-backed rule.
The vote pits unpopular for-
mer army chief Prayut, who 
came to power in a 2014 
putsch, against the daugh-
ter of billionaire former 
PM Thaksin Shinawatra, 
who still casts a shadow 
over the kingdom’s polit-
ical scene despite more 
than a decade in exile. The 
main opposition Pheu Thai 
group, fronted by Paetong-
tarn Shinawatra, is polling 

strongly but Thailand’s 
junta-scripted 2017 consti-
tution will make it hard for 
her to secure the top job. 
A statement in the official 
Royal Gazette published on 
Monday announced the dis-
solution, and the Election 
Commission will confirm 
the date of the poll later, 
with May 7 or 14 tipped as 
most likely. The election is 
the second since the 2014 
coup and the first since 
the country was rocked by 
massive, youth-led pro-de-
mocracy protests in Bang-
kok in 2020. Unofficial cam-
paigning has been under 
way for weeks, with rising 
living costs and the king-
dom’s sluggish recovery 

from the coronavirus pan-
demic high on the agenda. 
Prayut, speaking after the 
announcement, declined 
to say whether he was 
satisfied with his tenure, 
telling reporters: “I cannot 
answer, you have to ask 
the people.” The 68-year-
old, who cemented his rule 
in a controversial election 
in 2019, has demonstrated 
a longevity rare in Thai pol-
itics. But in a poll published 
Sunday of who voters would 
like to see as PM, Prayut 
lagged in third place on just 
over 15 percent -- way behind 
front runner Paetongtarn on 
38 percent. In the same poll 
of 2,000 people, conducted 
by the National Institute of 

Development Administra-
tion, nearly 50 percent said 
they would vote Pheu Thai, 
with Prayut’s United Thai 
Nation party on around 12 
percent. Pheu Thai has said 
it is targeting a big victory to 
prevent the military estab-
lishment from blocking its 
route to power -- avoiding a 
repeat of 2019 when it won 
the most seats but was shut 
out of government. Under 
the army-drafted 2017 con-
stitution, the prime minister 
is chosen by the 500 elected 
lower-house MPs as well as 
250 military-appointed sena-
tors. “I have a strong hope that 
we can form the government for 
sure,” Paetongtarn told re-
porters at a rally.—APP

 UK Home 
Secretary faces 
hostile return

LONDON: One of Britain’s most senior ministers came un-
der fire Monday for laughing uproariously in front of a future 
migrant camp and asking for tips on interior design during a 
trip to Rwanda. Home Secretary Suella Braverman was also 
criticised for taking only right-leaning media outlets on the 
weekend trip, refusing access to the BBC’s London report-
ers and more liberal newspapers that have attacked her plan 
to resettle asylum seekers in Rwanda. Britain’s Conservative 
government is seeking to outlaw asylum claims by all illegal 
arrivals and transfer them to “safe” third countries, such as 
Rwanda, in a bid to stop thousands of migrants from crossing 
the Channel on small boats. Rejecting criticism of Rwanda’s 
human rights record, Braverman said it would be a “blessing” 
for would-be refugees to be permanently resettled there in-
stead of in Britain. “I encourage all of my critics to actually 
visit Rwanda before they cast aspersions and throw around 
incredibly prejudiced and snobbish opinions about what this 
beautiful country has to offer,” she said, according to British 
media. In an interview with right-wing broadcaster GB News, 
she said accommodation and construction projects in Rwanda 
were “well advanced” and nearing completion.—APP

US supplying 
weapons to Russia-
Ukraine battlefield

BEIJING: As Chinese President Xi Jinping began his of-
ficial visit to Russia, Beijing on Monday blamed the US 
for “fanning” the Russia-Ukraine war. “It is not China 
that supplies weapons to the battlefield of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict, but the US,” Wang Wenbin, a 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman, told a news 
conference in Beijing.
Xi landed in Moscow on an official visit from Monday 
until Wednesday, marking his first overseas trip since 
being reelected as president for a third term early this 
month. Wang was responding to US-sourced reports 
that alleged “rounds of Chinese ammunition” were 
used in battlefields on Ukraine. Japan’s Kyodo News 
claimed over the past weekend that the US “suspects” 
the Chinese ammunition rounds “were fired by Russian 
forces.” “Whether the ammunition was supplied by Chi-
na remains unclear,” Kyodo quoted US administration 
sources. “It’s something that we are vigilant about and 
continuing to watch carefully,” an unnamed US State 
Department official told Kyodo. 
“The US should stop fanning the flames and pointing 
fingers and end coercion toward other countries. The 
US should play a constructive role on the Ukraine cri-
sis, not the other way around,” Wang was quoted as 
saying by daily Global Times. On the arrest warrants 
against Russian President Vladimir Putin issued by the 
International Criminal Court, he said: “The Internation-
al Criminal Court should maintain an objective stance, 
respect the immunity of heads of state from jurisdiction 
under international law and avoid double standards.”
The ICC on Friday said its Pre-Trial Chamber II is-
sued arrest warrants for Putin and Maria Alekseyev-
na Lvova-Belova, presidential commissioner for 
children’s rights, in the “context of the situation in 
Ukraine.” —Agencies 
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Palestinian PM 
blasts ‘racism’ of 
Israeli minister

DNA
RAMALLAH: Palestinian Territories: 
Palestinian prime minister Mohammad 
Shtayyeh on Monday blasted as “inflam-
matory” remarks made by far-right Israeli 
Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich that 
Palestinians do not exist. “There are no 
Palestinians, because there are no Pal-
estinian people,” Smotrich said Sunday, 
quoting French-Israeli Zionist activist 
Jacques Kupfer, speaking at an event in 
Paris according to a video circulating on 
social media. “After 2,000 years of exile, 
the prophecies of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Isaiah are beginning to come true and 
God is gathering his people, the people 
of Israel are returning home,” Smotrich 
said. “There are Arabs around who don’t 
like it, so what do they do? They invent a 
fictitious people and claim fictitious rights 
to the land of Israel, only to fight the Zi-
onist movement,” he added. Smotrich last 
year became a minister in the cabinet of 
Israel’s veteran leader Benjamin Netan-
yahu, which analysts have called the most 
right-wing government in the country’s 
history. Shtayyeh, speaking before a cab-
inet meeting of the Palestinian Authority 
on Monday, said the “inflammatory state-
ments are consistent with the first Zionist 
sayings of ‘a land without a people for a 
people without a land’.” He said the com-
ments were “conclusive evidence of the 
extremist, racist Zionist ideology... of the 
current Israeli government.”

Shujaat haMza

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. Embassy in Islama-
bad on March 19 concluded the “U.S.-Paki-
stan Innovation Expo” to showcase the suc-
cess stories of U.S. government-sponsored 
Pakistani startups and to encourage further 
investment in them.  The two-day expo pro-
vided a platform for established startups to 
showcase their business ideas and proto-
types, and network with potential U.S. and 
Pakistani venture capitalists and investors.
In his opening remarks at the event, U.S. 
Ambassador Donald Blome said, “One of 
the top priorities of the U.S. government is 
promoting inclusive economic growth and 
increasing trade and investment between 
the United States and Pakistan.  
The United States is already Pakistan’s 
largest export market and every year we 
are seeing more and more U.S. investment 
come to Pakistan – but there is still room 
to grow and entrepreneurs like you are 
central to that effort.  Pakistan is a country 
with immense potential, but it needs inno-
vation and technology to take it to the next 
level.”  Since 2012, the U.S. Embassy has 
funded over 181 entrepreneurship-related 
projects valued at $14.7 million dollars.  
He was joined by Chief Executive Officer 

at Ignite National Technology Fund, Asim 
Shahryar, who acknowledged the efforts 
of the U.S. government in supporting en-
trepreneurial activities in Pakistan. Senior 
Advisor for the Asia Foundation Pakistan, 
Haris Qayyum, expressed appreciation for 
the ongoing collaboration with the U.S. 
Embassy and National Incubation Center 
to highlight success of Pakistani startups. 
He further stated, “The U.S.-Pakistan In-

novation Expo is an endorsement of Pa-
kistan’s dynamic tech entrepreneurs. It 
exemplifies Pakistan-U.S. bilateral trade, 
foreign direct investment, and technolog-
ical innovation.  The Asia Foundation is 
committed to the collaborative efforts sup-
porting Pakistan’s tech ecosystem, as we 
continue. The Asia Foundation is honored 
to partner on initiatives that value entre-
preneurship and innovation. It is our goal 

to support Pakistan’s sustainable develop-
ment and inclusive growth.”
The Expo featured a speaker session for 
venture capitalists and angel investors led 
by an American expert. Business leaders 
and investors from Pakistan, the Middle 
East, and the United States attended the 
event and discussed the opportunities and 
challenges in the Pakistani startup ecosys-
tem. Project Director at the National Incu-
bation Center, Parvez Abbasi said, “I am 
thrilled to see the U.S.-Pakistan Innovation 
Expo come to fruition. 
This event is a demonstration of the 
power of collaboration between our two 
nations and the endless possibilities that 
arise when we combine our talents and 
resources. I am grateful to all the partici-
pants and organizers who have made this 
expo a success and look forward to see-
ing the incredible innovations that will 
emerge from this partnership.”
The delegates at the Expo showed great 
enthusiasm for the event and expressed 
confidence that it would encourage fur-
ther investment opportunities and poten-
tial trade partnerships between United 
States and Pakistan. They expressed 
their desire to see more initiatives like 
this in the future that support and grow 
Pakistan’s startup ecosystem.

United States sponsors Innovation Expo in Islamabad

Briefs
Petrol price 

to go down by 
Rs100, says 

Musadik
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Petroleum Divi-
sion Dr Musadik Malik has 
said that the poor people of 
the country will get cheap-
er petrol as the government 
has decided to cut the POL 
prices for low-income group 
of society. Addressing a 
press conference in Islam-
abad on Monday, the state 
minister said that the dif-
ference between the pet-
rol prices for the low-in-
come group and the rich 
would be Rs100/litre.
He said that Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif ordered 
to implement this decision 
immediately. We will im-
plement the ‘cheap petrol’ 
decision within six weeks. 
He said that the motorcy-
clists would be provided 
cheap petrol while people 
having big cars would buy 
petrol at higher rates.
He said that he told the 
prime minister that we 
had two countries in Paki-
stan: one for the poor and 
the other for the rich. He 
said that PM Shehbaz and 
PML-N supremo Nawaz 
Sharif instructed him that 
“if that is the case then you 
should stand by the poor’.
He said that the govern-
ment has separated the tar-
iff for the rich and the poor. 
“Our leadership has low-
ered the gas tariff for the 
poor people by four times 
since January. We also re-
spect the rich. But they 
will have to pay four times 
more. And we will utilize 
this money to provide gas 
to the poor,” he added. 
The minister said that like gas 
tariff, PM Shehbaz and Nawaz 
Sharif also asked him to sep-
arate the petrol rates for the 
poor and the rich. He said that 
yesterday media reported 
that the petrol price for the 
low income groups would 
be lowered by Rs50/litre. 

Yemen 
warring 

parties agree 
prisoner swap 
DUBAI: Yemen’s Huthi re-
bels and the international-
ly recognised government 
have agreed at talks in Swit-
zerland to swap more than 
880 prisoners, both sides 
said Monday as efforts ac-
celerate to end the war.
The agreed exchange 
comes after Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, who back oppos-
ing sides in the conflict, 
this month moved towards 
restoring diplomatic ties 
after a seven-year rupture.
“An agreement has been 
reached to implement a 
(prisoner) swap” that will 
see more than 880 people 
released in total, said Abdul 
Qader al-Murtada, the lead-
ing Huthi delegate to the 
talks in Bern, according to 
the rebel’s Al-Masirah TV 
channel. The exchange is set 
to take place within weeks, 
he said. UN special envoy 
Hans Grundberg told the UN 
Security Council last week 
that there were intense diplo-
matic efforts at different lev-
els to end the fighting. The 
exchange of about 15,000 
conflict-related detainees 
has been under discussion 
as a key confidence-building 
measure under a Decem-
ber 2018 UN-mediated deal 
known as the Stockholm 
Agreement. – APP

PTI leader 
among seven 

killed in 
gun attack 

DNA
ABBOTTABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) Teh-
sil Chairman from Havelian 
Atif Munsif was among the 
seven killed in a targeted 
gun attack on his vehicle 
on Monday. Atif Munsif was 
reportedly on his way home 
when unknown attackers 
opened fire at his vehicle 
in the village of Langra re-
sulting in his death, his four 
security guards, and three 
other workers. The assail-
ants also fired a rocket at 
the vehicle which burnt 
the vehicle and gutted the 
dead bodies, confirmed 
District Police Officer 
(DPO) Umar Tufail. Police 
have launched an investi-
gation into the incident.

198 PTI 
workers 

held over 
vandalism

 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
police have arrested as 
many as 198 workers of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
for attacking police and van-
dalising public property. 
Raids for further arrests are 
underway. The suspects are 
being ascertained with the 
help of CCTV cameras.
Islamabad police had regis-
tered cases at Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD) 
and Golra police stations 
over violent incidents by 
the PTI workers. At least 
58 police officials were in-
jured due to stone pelting 
and vandalism by the PTI 
workers during protests.
Four vehicles and 25 motor-
cycles of police were burnt 
while nine police vehicles 
were vandalised. “All the 
miscreants involved in the 
violent acts will be brought 
to justice,” the police 
vowed. As many as 102 PTI 
workers arrested during the 
Zaman Park police opera-
tion have been produced in 
an ATC in Lahore.
The duty judge had granted 
one-day physical remand of 
these workers. Police will 
request further physical re-
mand of the accused. Strict 
security arrangements 
were ensured during the 
production of the accused.
Earlier, PTI leader Shibli 
Faraz on Monday appeared 
in an anti-terrorism court in 
Islamabad on a wheelchair. 
A case had been registered 
against Shibli Faraz under 
terrorism provisions. Shibli 
Faraz appeared in the court 
of judge Raja Jawad Abbas.
In addition, an ATC in Islam-
abad approved the interim 
bail of PTI leaders including 
Asad Umar, Raja Khurram, Ali 
Nawaz, Murad Saeed, Shehzad 
Waseem and Zulfi Bukhari in 
the case of attack on judicial 
complex and damage to public 
property during Imran Khan’s 
court appearance. 

Indian state 
extends 

internet ban 
in hunt for 
Sikh leader

weB DeSK

NEW DELHI: Indian authori-
ties extended a mobile inter-
net blackout across a state of 
about 30 million people on 
Monday as police hunted a 
Sikh preacher. The blackout 
extension came as support-
ers of Amritpal Singh were 
filmed vandalising India’s 
consulate in San Francisco, 
not long after similar distur-
bances in London.
Authorities in the northern 
state of Punjab launched a 
major search on Saturday 
for Singh, who has risen 
to prominence in recent 
months demanding the crea-
tion of Khalistan, a separate 
Sikh homeland. Police said 
on Monday they had arrested 
114 people so far but Singh’s 
whereabouts were unknown.
The internet outage, orig-
inally in place until noon 
(0630 GMT) on Monday, 
was extended for another 
24 hours. Videos posted on-
line, and independently ver-
ified by AFP, showed men 
smashing doors and win-
dows of the Indian Consu-
late in San Francisco after 
they broke down barricades 
set up outside the building.

Karachi’s 
covid positivity 

ratio soars 
to 28.30pc

ISLAMABAD: The COV-
ID-19 positivity ratio in Ka-
rachi has reached an alarm-
ing level of 28.30 percent, 
the highest in the country, 
media reported on Monday.
According to details shared 
by the sources, the positivi-
ty ratio in Karachi jumped 
to 28.30 pc in last 24 hours, 
while the positivity ratio 
remained 100 per cent in 
Hyderabad and Swabi.
During the last 24 hours, only 
a single test was conducted 
in Swabi and Hyderabad, 
which remained positive. In 
addition, the Covid positiv-
ity ratio in Islamabad was 
recorded as 12.20pc while 
Peshawar’s was 14.29pc. The 
sources further say, no Cov-
id case was reported in Mu-
zaffarabad, Mirpur, Quetta, 
Abbottabad, Mardan, Banu, 
Swat, Bahawalpur, Faisal-
abad, Nowshera, Gujranwala, 
Multan, Rawalpindi, Sar-
godha and other major cities 
of the country. – APP

Japan vows additional $5.58 
mln for weather forecasting

Pakistan is prone to natural disasters such as floods and landslides caused 
by heavy torrential rains, tropical cyclones and earthquakes. This results 
in heavy damages, particularly, due to floods triggered by monsoon rains

Staff report

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Ja-
pan decided to increase the amount of a 
grant aid for “the Project for Installation 
of Weather Surveillance Radar in Multan” 
from 2.042 billion Japanese Yen (equivalent 
to around 14.99 million USD) to 2.8 billion 
Japanese Yen (equivalent to around 20.57 
million USD). The original Notes to this 
effect were signed and exchanged between 
two governments on 31 August 2018. Re-
sponding to the request from the Govern-
ment of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, this 
time, the Government of Japan decided to 
provide additional amount of 760 million 
Japanese Yen (equivalent to around 5.58 
million USD) for this project.  
The Notes to this effect for provision of 
additional amount were signed and ex-
changed between Mr. ITO Takeshi, Charge 
d’ Affaires ad interim of Japan to the Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan and Dr. Kazim Niaz, 
Secretary, Ministry of Economic Affairs
Pakistan is prone to natural disasters such 

as floods and landslides caused by heavy 
torrential rains, tropical cyclones and 
earthquakes. This results in heavy damag-

es, particularly, due to floods triggered by 
monsoon rains. The Japanese government 
has been assisting Pakistan proactively, in 

the enhancement of weather surveillance 
capacity since the 1980s, in order to miti-
gate the damage by flood. 
Including the additional amount pledged to-
day, the total amount of Japanese assistance 
for weather surveillance radars in Pakistan 
has reached about 11.3 billion Japanese Yen 
(equivalent to around 82.9 million USD). So 
far Japan has supported the installation of 
6 weather radars in the cities of Islamabad, 
Karachi, Dera Ismail Khan, Rahim Yar Khan, 
Multan (ongoing) and Sukkur (ongoing) and 
will cover 80% of the country and benefit 
90% of the whole population. 
The weather radar network will surely con-
tribute to further strengthening the weather 
forecasting capability in Pakistan and help 
Pakistan become more resilient to future 
natural disasters. In the signing ceremony, 
Mr. Ito stated, “This project will enhance 
PMD’s capabilities, it will be able to dissem-
inate information and deliver more accu-
rate weather forecast, it will be able to send 
out warnings to protect life and properties 
of the people in Pakistan. The whole pop-
ulation of the country will be benefitted.”
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IMF trashes any ‘nuclear’ 
condition to Pakistan deal

ISLAMABAD: The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has trashed speculations that 
the global lender had attached any condi-
tions to Pakistan’s missile or nuclear pro-
gramme as part of the ninth review of the 
IMF-supported $7 billion loan programme.
The IMF statement coincided with remarks 
of Commander of US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) General Michael E Kurilla 
during a testimony before the US Senate 
Arms Services Committee in which ex-
pressed satisfaction regarding Pakistan 
nuclear security procedures.
Stating that there was “absolutely no 
truth” to any such insinuations, IMF Resi-
dent Representative Esther Perez Luiz de-
clared that discussions with the Pakistani 
authorities have exclusively focused on 
economic policies to address the country’s 
economic and balance of payments issues 
which were as per the Fund's mandate.

The IMF official said there had never 
been any talk on Pakistan’s nuclear assets. 
“Nothing was discussed in the past not is 
was on the table now,” the official added.
Perez Luiz outrightly denied speculations 
that the lender has put pressure on Paki-
stan’s nuclear programme during the talks 
for the ninth review under IMF-supported 
programme. “Our discussions have ex-
clusively focused on economic policies to 
solve Pakistan’s economic and balance of 
payments problems, in line with the IMF’s 
mandate for promoting macroeconomic and 
financial stability,” the statement added.
Earlier on March 17, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leader Fawad Chaudhry had alleged 
that the IMF had asked Pakistan to halt its 
long-range missile programme.
However, Finance Minister Ishaq Dar had 
claimed that nobody in Pakistan can compro-
mise on the nuclear and missile assets of the 

country. “We are responsible citizens of Paki-
stan, we represent the people of Pakistan and 
we are here to guard the national interest of 
the country” he had said while addressing the 
Senate Committee of Whole last week.
Ishaq Dar had assured the senators that 
details of the staff-level agreement with 
the IMF will be made public. He had said 
once the staff agreement is signed, it will 
be put on the website of the Finance Min-
istry and nothing will be concealed. “No-
body has any right to tell Pakistan what 
range of missiles it can have and what 
nuclear weapons it can have. We have to 
have our own deterrence,” said Dar. It is 
for the first time that the finance minister 
had brought the issue of the range of nu-
clear missiles into the public sphere.  Dar 
assured that “nobody is going to compro-
mise anything on the nuclear or missile 
programme of Pakistan — no way”. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Asmaa Resmouki, President International Federation of Accountants 
calls on Finance Minister Ishaq Dar. – DNA

EU hails Türkiye, 
UN for grain 

deal extension
BRUSSELS: EU foreign policy chief Jo-
sep Borrell on Monday lauded Türkiye 
and the UN for securing an extension to 
the Black Sea grain deal. The agreement 
“has been prolonged and congratulations 
to the UN and Türkiye for this diplomat-
ic effort,” Borrell told reporters before a 
meeting of EU foreign ministers. “Let’s 
hope that this will be implemented effi-
ciently and without delays,” he added. 
Türkiye, the UN, Russia, and Ukraine 
signed a deal in Istanbul last July to resume 
grain exports from three Ukrainian ports 
that were blocked after the war began in 
February. The agreement was extend-
ed for a second time on Saturday for 120 
days, just before it was due to expire on 
the same day. If there are any issues in the 
implementation, “the consequences will be 
counted in the losses of human lives,” Bor-
rell warned, referring to the growing risk of 
a global food shortage. He also hailed the 
extension as “good news” for Ukraine and 
its agricultural exports. –Agencies

Mankani: US Mission’s 
“Woman of Courage”

ISLAMABAD: U.S. Mission Pakistan Depu-
ty Chief of Mission Andrew Schofer named 
Pakistani midwife Neha Mankani as U.S. 
Mission Pakistan’s 2023 “Woman of Cour-
age” at an event commemorating Women’s 
History Month on March 20. Mankani, 
an alumna of the U.S. government-funded 
Fulbright Program, established the Mama 
Baby Fund in 2019 to support new mothers 
who could not afford prenatal and postnatal 
care.  In fall 2022, she and her team coura-

geously stepped in to serve pregnant wom-
en and babies in need in Sindh Province.  
She traveled to internally displaced people 
camps to provide prenatal care and kits to 
help ensure safe deliveries. “Neha exempli-
fies leadership, courage, and strength, and 
we’re so pleased to see one of our Fulbright 
Program alumna making such a strong con-
tribution to her country,” Schofer said. 
Mankani commented, “In all of the cli-
mate-affected communities I have worked 

in – from the coastal islands of Karachi to 
displaced flood-affected communities in 
Sindh and Balochistan – it is very clear that 
climate change and complex emergencies 
affect women and children very differently.  
Imagine all of the vulnerabilities of being 
pregnant, in labor, or postpartum, having 
a newborn, and add to that displacement, 
a struggling health system, food insecurity 
and being away from your community.  
The Mama Baby Fund emergency re-
sponse and our community-based pro-
grams are centered around these gaps.  
Thank you to the U.S. Embassy for this 
recognition, for its support for flood-af-
fected communities, and for continuing to 
raise awareness of the continuing humani-
tarian needs after the floods.” – DNA


