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Pakistan,
Iraq ties
hrotherly

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-

ister Bila-
wal  Bhutto
Zardari on
) Wednesday
— said that the
M brotherly
bonds between Pakistan and
Iraq were deeply rooted in
common religion and shared
interests. He said that mul-
ti-dimensional cooperation
and exchange of high-level
delegations were parts of
these bilateral relations. The
foreign minister was talking
to Ambassador of Iraq to
Pakistan Hamid Abbas Lafta
who called on him, a press
release said. The foreign
minister further said that
Pakistan always supported
Iraqi brothers and sisters in
difficult times.

Several
projects
underway

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister of

= ~" State for Pe-
- troleum Mu-

= % sadik Malik
. .. has said sev
‘ JE: - eral projects
VO are in pipe-

line to meet energy require-
ments of the country. Ad-
dressing a news conference
in Islamabad on Wednesday,
he said a comprehensive
energy security agreement
will be struck with a coun-
try besides conclusion of an
agreement for construction
of a new refinery worth ten
to fourteen billion dollars.
He said we have already suc-
ceeded in procuring oil on
discounted rates from Rus-
sia. The Minister of State
also denounced the arson
and vandalism of military in-
stallations and the building
of Radio Pakistan, Peshawar.

Sl Ab it

Army Chief visits Silakot Garrison

Tragic

events

never again;
vows COAS

No one allowed to disrespect Shuhada,
their monuments, says COAS

-

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Syed Asim Munir on Wednesday
said no one would be allowed to disrespect
the Pakistan Army’s shuhada (martyrs) and
their monuments. The Army Chief visited
the Sialkot Garrison and laid a wreath at the
Martyrs’ Monument and paid rich tribute to
the Shuhada who sacrificed their lives for the
pride, honour and dignity of the nation, an
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) news
release said. The COAS said, “The martyrs
have been promised the highest abode in the
life hereafter and shall continue to maintain
the highest levels of respect amongst the
people of Pakistan. The state of Pakistan
and the Armed Forces will always maintain
all Shuhada and their families in very high
esteem and continue to honour them and

Continued on Page 06

Forces kill
two terrorists
1In Bannu IBO

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Security forces killed
two terrorists during an intelli-
gence-based operation (IBO) in the
Jani Khel area of district Bannu in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the military’s
media wing said on Wednesday.
The Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) said in a statement that the
IBO was conducted on the reported
presence of terrorists in the area.
“During the conduct of [the] opera-
tion, intense fire exchange took place
between own troops and terrorists.
Resultantly, 2 terrorists were sent to
hell,” it added. The military’s media
wing said weapons and ammunition
were also recovered from the slain
terrorists. “The Kkilled terrorists re-
mained actively involved in terrorist
activities against security forces and
innocent citizens,” the ISPR said. The
ISPR said locals of the area appreci-
ated the security forces’ operation
and assured of their full support in
eliminating the menace of terrorism.

Continued on Page 06

‘Let’s sit and ta.lk’
Imran says will not

resist lawful action
PTT chief says he defended the

Raza opposes | military when it faced criticism
trial under
Army act

DNA
I_SI_,AMABAD: Raza Rabba-

51“’?

ni, Pakistan
Peoples
Party sen-
ator, gave
his opinion
against the
use of military courts to
dispense justice and said
criminal justice system
should be used for this
purpose. He gave these re-
marks after the all-power-
ful National Security Com-
mittee also agreed with
decision to hold the trial of
rioters under the Army Act
and Officials Secret Act.

(_Inside.. J

Pak, Netherlands
seek integrated flood
resilience strategies
— Page 02

Pakistan, UK to join
hands to eliminate
hate content
— Page 03

‘Attempts to use NSC

Bureau REpPORT

LAHORE: Former prime minister and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan on Wednesday invited all stakeholders
to sit and talk while there was still time as he
fears another arrest during a raid at his resi-
dence in Lahore’s Zaman Park. “Probably my
last tweet before my next arrest. Police has
surrounded my house,” he wrote on his offi-
cial Twitter handle while sharing live link to
his address to party supporters on YouTube.
“There is still time. Talk and be wise. The
only solution to this crisis is elections. Those
who can make elections happen, I appeal to
them save the country by holding elections,”
Imran said while addressing party support-
ers shortly after his tweet. On reports of PTI
leaders leaving party, he said: “If someone is
thinking this strategy will work, look at this,”
said Imran as he points towards a sheet in

Continued on Page 06

All roads leading to
Zaman Park sealed

DNA

LAHORE: The Lahore police have
blocked all the roads leading to Zam-
an Park, the residence of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan. According to details, a heavy
contingent of Punjab police was de-
ployed on the roads leading to Zaman
Park while barriers were installed on
several roads. According to local me-
dia reports, Canal Road, Dharampura
Chowk and Allama Igbal Road have
been closed to traffic. Police person-
nel wearing bullet proof jackets were
present along with mobile vans. Ear-
lier in the day, Punjab government

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif witnessing the signing ceremony
of Memorandum of understanding between Saudi Arabia and Pakistan “Road to Makkah

Project” aimed at facilitating Pakistani Hujjaj. — DNA

Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia ink ‘Road to

Makkah’ agreement

Pakistani pilgrims would be provided
immigration facilities in Pakistan

Vandals
to be tried
under

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb
says irrefutable evidence
has been collected against
the perpetrators, abettors
and inciters of violence
on May 9 and they will be
tried under relevant civil
and military laws. Address-
ing a news conference in
Islamabad on Wednesday,
she said there are clear di-
rectives from Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif that no
injustice will be done to any-
one, however those against

Continued on Page 06

Mand-Pishin
Border Market will
provide a thriving
platform for trade

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif and President
of Iran, Seyed Ebrahim
Raisi will jointly inaugu-
rate Mand-Pishin Border
Sustenance  Marketplace
and Polan-Gabd Electric-
ity Transmission Line at
Mand-Pishinbordercrossing

Continued on Page 06

More PTl leaders walk out
on Chairman Imran Khan

Aamer Mehmood Kiani and Sanjay
Gangwani leave party after May 9 riots

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
on Wednesday signed an agreement for
the execution of “Road to Makkah” pro-
ject aimed at simplifying the immigration
process for Hajj and Umrah pilgrims. The
agreement was signed at the Prime Min-
ister House during the visit of Deputy In-
terior Minister of Saudi Arabia Dr Nasir
Bin Abdul Aziz Al-Dawood. Minister for
Interior Rana Sanaullah and the Saudi dep-
uty interior minister signed the document
while Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
Saudi Ambassador in Islamabad Nawaf
bin Said Al-Malki witnessed the ceremo-
ny. Minister for Religious Religious Affairs
and Interfaith Harmony Senator Talha
Mahmood, Federal Minister for Narcotics
Control Nawabzada Shahzain Bugti and
Special Assistant to the PM Tariq Fatemi
were also present. Under the agreement,
the Pakistani Hajj and Umrah pilgrims
would be provided immigration facilities in

Continued on Page 06

May 9 events:
PM holds Imran
responsible

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif says the roots of
the mutinous attack on the state, its
symbols and sensitive installations on
May 9 lie in the contents of Imran Ni-
azi’s speeches over the past one year.

In a tweet on Wednesday, the Prime
Minister said Imran Niazi liberally de-
ployed religious imagery to brand his
political agitation as a war between
truth and falsehood. Shehbaz Sharif
said Imran Niazi relentlessly maligned
and attacked the armed forces, the
sitting Army Chief and very cunningly
prepared his cult with the slogans of

Continued on Page 06

Experience the breathtaking spring season with Serena Hotels in
Gilgit, Altit, Shigar and Khaplu

meeting for political
purposes deplorable’
— Page 04

Erdogan scents victory
as presidential election
goes to runoff

— Page 05

SF]J calls for mass
emailing to stop
Srinagar G20 summit
— Page 06

Global warming

the country. The resignations come a day after senior leader
1 Mahmood Baqi Maulvi also quit the party, citing his differ-
; ences with the party’s stance against the country’s military.
Addressing a press conference in Islamabad, Kiani publicly
announced his decision to withdraw from PTI as well as from
the political sphere altogether in light of the recent upheav- '

al following the violent protests which erupted around the ExreriENCE SERENA Hoters . EXPERIENCE GILGIT-BALTISTAN
country followin party chairman Imran Khan’s arrest. Kiani

p S .

condemned the May 9 protests led by PTI supporters, de-
scribing the day as a “national tragedy”. He expressed re- . : :

Gilgit Serena Hotel | +92 58114 5589 Serena Altit Fore Residence | +92 58134 57692
| +9258154 6T107-8 Serena Khaphn Palace | +92 058164 50892

morse over the widespread riots and chaos which spanned
over three days, resulting in at least ten fatalities and nu-

N Serena Shigar Fort
merous injuries throughout the country. 3 et

likely to breach 1.5C The former PTI additional secretary general termed the ~ -
thresholI()i ge 07 NAzIR SIYAL attacks on sensitive sites “painful”, leading to the sever- ¥
— Page ~

ance of his 27-yearlong allegiance with the party. Kiani ’ =
emphasised his respect for the military, stating: “After »
Allah, our survival is dependent on the army as our sol- =
diers are sacrificing their lives.” He expressed regret over SERENA HOTELS

KARACHTI: Three more leaders of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTT) — MNA Aamer Mehmood Kiani and Sindh lawmak-
ers Sanjay Gangwani and Karim Gabol — announced their
resignations from the party, as law enforcers tightened their
noose around those involved in the May 9 vandalism across

Russian missile
scientists face
treason accusations
— Page OSJ
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ATC sends 149
PTI workers
to jail for
identification
parade

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism
court (ATC) on Wednesday
sent 149 Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) workers to jail
on 7-day judicial remand for
identification parade in dif-
ferent cases lodged against
them for carrying out at-
tacks on the Jinnah House
(the corps commander
house), public & private
buildings, law enforcement
agencies and their vehicles,
after the arrest of Imran
Khan. ATC Judge Abher
Gul Khan conducted the
proceedings of the cases
at different intervals of the
day. Earlier, the Sarwar
Road police produced 94
PTI workers, including 2
female tiktokers, before the
court. The investigation of-
ficer submitted that a case
had been registered against
the accused on charges of
attacking the Jinnah House
(the corps commander
house), looting valuables
worth over Rs150 million
and setting it on fire. He
pleaded with the court to
send the accused to jail on
judicial remand for identifi-
cation parade. At this, the
court accepted the plea and
sent the accused to jail on
judicial remand for identi-
fication parade. The court
also directed police to pro-
duce the accused on expiry
of the remand term.
Meanwhile, the Gulberg po-
lice also produced 22 PTI
workers before the court.
The investigation officer
submitted that three cases
had been registered against
the accused over charges
of setting Askari Tower on
fire, damaging state proper-
ty, terrorism and others. He
pleaded with the court to
send the accused to jail for
identification parade, which
was accordingly accepted
by the court.

The court sent the accused
to jail on 7-day judicial re-
mand for identification pa-
rade and ordered police to
produce them on expiry of
the remand term.

The Mughalpura police
produced 14 PTI workers
before the court. The inves-
tigation officer submitted
that the accused were in-
volved in a case of damag-
ing state property.—APP

LAHORE: Mr. Shafqat Abbas in a group photo with the participants of two days workshop on “ Documentary Making “ conducted by PIC Lahore._DNA

Pak, Netherlands seek integrate

flood resilience strategies

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and the
Netherlands on Wednesday ex-
plored integrated flood resilience
strategies to enhancing the for-
mer’s climate resilience, early
warning systems, water manage-
ment, and spatial flood plain plan-
ning. The possibilities for a long-
term collaborative partnership to
the effect were discussed during
a meeting between Federal Minis-
ter for Climate Change and Envi-
ronmental Coordination Senator
Sherry Rehman and a delegation
of the experts of the Dutch Dis-
aster Risk Reduction (DRR) Team
here at the Climate Ministry.

The DPR delegation was led by
Ambassador of the Netherlands
Henny de Vries, a news release
said. Sherry Rehman expressed
her appreciation for the valuable
findings of the DRR Team, which
conducted a comprehensive as-
sessment following the devastat-
ing floods in 2022 on the request

and Environmental Coordination
(MoCC&EC) to provide techni-
cal assistance in flood and water
management. Recognizing the
Netherlands as a country with
extensive experience and exper-
tise in water management, the
minister highlighted that their
support could greatly aid Paki-
stan in adopting an integrated
approach towards pre-modeling,
forecasting, and the establish-
ment of preventative infrastruc-
ture. She said,”Pakistan needs a
multi-layered flood safety strate-
gy, combining both soft and hard
solutions, as we cannot engineer
our way out of it. The approach
can involve various aspects, in-
cluding flood prevention through
conventional hard defenses such
as dikes, embankments, and bar-
rages, as well as flood-resilient
sustainable spatial planning, ear-
ly warning systems, and flood
forecasting. “The success of this
strategy hinges on bridging coor-
dination gaps between provinces
and districts to ensure effective

coordinated planning has posed
significant challenges in the past,
making it crucial to establish a
streamlined and coordinated ap-
proach at all levels.”

During the meeting, it was high-
lighted that the floods in Paki-
stan were exacerbated by climate
change and the extensive integra-
tion of floodplains. It was empha-
sized that urgent action was need-
ed to implement both mitigation
measures and create additional
space for rivers to discharge.
“The flood in 2022 was rare, but
it might not be rare in the future,”
said one of the experts highlight-
ing that climate change is making
extreme weather patterns more
common. The discussion also em-
phasized the overarching theme
of Water Governance in the flood
safety strategy at all levels. There
was a pressing need to integrate
spatial planning, land and water
management, and incorporate na-
ture-based solutions to restore re-
silience, including providing more
room for rivers to flow. Addition-

short-term recovery measures
should be connected to long-term
strategies within a vision for a cli-
mate-resilient future.

The minister stressed the signif-
icance of water as a crucial input
for Pakistan’s economic growth.
“To minimize the likelihood of fu-
ture flood occurrences, Pakistan
must strive for a minimum level of
water security. This entails reduc-
ing vulnerability to the destruc-
tive impacts of water while har-
nessing the benefits it can bring.
By focusing on achieving water
security, we can work towards a
more sustainable and resilient fu-
ture, mitigating the recurrence of
devastating floods,” she said.
Sherry Rehman emphasized that
while early warning systems
played a critical role, as predic-
tion and forecasting alone were
not sufficient. “It is essential to
move beyond crisis management
and adopt a more proactive ap-
proach. There is a pressing need
to address gaps in capacity, co-
ordination, and funding at the

of the Ministry of Climate Change

preparedness and response. Un-

ally, it was highlighted that acute

district and provincial levels for

proactive preparedness. Effec-
tive community engagement at
the local level is key to ensuring
a well-organized response, along
with implementing measures
that focus on longerterm and in-
tegrated perspectives in order to
mitigate the devastating and cost-
ly impacts of floods. By adopting
proactive measures and consider-
ing long-term strategies, the aim
is to prevent and mitigate the de-
structive consequences of floods
more effectively.”

The minister concluded by an-
nouncing the establishment of a for-
mal Ministerial Hub at her ministry
in collaboration with the Ministry
of Water Resources, Ministry of
Planning, Development & Special
Initiatives, National Disaster Man-
agement Authority, Federal Flood
Commission, and other pertinent
Ministries and Departments. “This
initiative aims to strengthen the
partnership with the Netherlands
and facilitate further progress in ad-
dressing climate resilience, water
management, and flood prevention
measures,” she said.

Talha meets Saudi deputy interior
minister to strengthen relations

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Religious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony, Senator Mu-
hammad Talha Mehmood, at-
tended a prestigious dinner
hosted by Saudi Ambassador
Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki in
honor of the distinguished
guest, Saudi Deputy Interior
Minister Dr. Nasir bin Abdul
Aziz Al Dawood, and his ac-
companying delegation on
Tuesday night. The event
served as an important plat-
form for fostering stronger
ties between Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia.

Upon Dr. Al Dawood’s arriv-
al in Pakistan, Senator Talha
Mehmood warmly welcomed
him and engaged in discus-
sions that centered around
significant matters of mutual
interest. The esteemed offi-
cials primarily focused their
attention on the ‘Road to
Makkah’ project, which aims
to enhance the accessibility
and convenience of pilgrims
traveling to the holy city.
During the meeting, the two
dignitaries also deliberated
on the Hajj arrangements, a
subject of immense impor-
tance for both countries due
to their shared commitment
to facilitating a smooth and
well-organized  pilgrimage
experience for Muslims
worldwide. Senator Talha

expressed his gratitude to
Dr. Al Dawood for his visit,
underscoring the value of
such interactions in fortify-
ing the longstanding bond
between the two countries.
He further emphasized the
deeprooted religious, cul-
tural, and historical ties that
unite the two nations.

Dr. Al Dawood reciprocated
the warm sentiments and
conveyed his appreciation for
Pakistan’s hospitality.

He acknowledged the ef-
forts made by the Pakistani

government in ensuring the
welfare of pilgrims and com-
mended their dedication to
upholding the sanctity of re-
ligious practices.

The discussions held be-
tween the Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs and the Saudi
Deputy Interior Minister
demonstrated the commit-
ment of both nations to fos-
tering collaboration and co-
operation in matters related
to religious affairs.

The bilateral exchange of
ideas and expertise is ex-

pected to pave the way for
enhanced coordination and
improved facilities for future
Hajj seasons. As the dinner
drew to a close, Senator
Talha Mehmood and Dr. Al
Dawood expressed optimism
regarding the future of bilat-
eral relations. They vowed
to continue working togeth-
er to strengthen ties in
various fields, reinforcing
the foundation of friendship
and mutual understanding
that existed between the
two countries.—APP

CHITRAL: The Kalasha
tribes’ annual religious festi-
val, Chelam Josh, also known
as Joshi in local language,
ended in Bomburit Valley
with all its colors, festivities
with sweet memories of the
locals, and good numbers of
foreign tourists.

However, the festival contin-
ues in Kalash Valley, Brier. In
this festival, Kalash men play
drums while Kalash women
dance shoulder to shoulder
in a circular circle singing re-
ligious songs.

Their families decorate their
hats with notes of one hun-
dred, five hundred, and thou-
sand rupees.

It is considered as a sign of
respect and dignity for them.
By noon, Kalash women and
children from different villages
gathered in groups to dance to
the beat of the dholak (drums),
singing songs and dancing.
After noon, Kalash people
hold walnut branches and
leaves in their hands and wave
them. They move slowly to-
wards the main dance hall i.e.
Chirsu, during which Muslims
or people of other religions are
not allowed to join this proces-
sion. When these people reach
Charsu, they dance there with
great enthusiasm to make
their god happy.—APP

Modern
nursing
courses to be

introduced

LAHORE: Caretaker Punjab
Health Minister Dr. Javed
Akram on Wednesday said that
modern courses for nurses un-
der the auspices of the Univer-
sity of Health Sciences were
being introduced. He, as a
chief guest, was addressing
a ceremony organized on the
occasion of World Nursing
Day at Allama Igbal Medical
College here. He said that
the nursing department
was backbone of the med-
ical field. “We have to give
nursing its due respect,” he
added. He said that nursing
sector was the first priority
of the government. He said
that under the leadership of
Principal Allama Igbal Med-
ical College Professor Dr.
Nadeem Hafeez Butt, nurses
in Jinnah Hospital were pro-
viding the best services to
patients.—APP

BM Care, Al-Shifa Eye Trust hold free eye camp

RAWALPINDI: KBM Care Foundation in collaboration with Al-Shifa Eye Trust Hospital Rawalpindi has conducted a free
eye camp and an awareness campaign targeting youth to prevent avoidable blindness in Azad Kashmir on May 17, 2023.
“Aten-member delegation of ophthalmologists from Al-Shifa Eye Trustand volunteers and officials of KBM Care started
the camp activity, in which more than 500patients were examined with free checkup, computerized screening, provi-
sion of medicines and glasses to the deserving people besides referral to Al-Shifa Eye Trust Hospital Rawalpindi
for free of cost operations. The camp is a part of the series of the activities that were agreed by the high
officials of both the organizations. Col (retd) Tariq UsmanGeneral Manager Outreach Programme of Al-Shifa
Eye Trust in a meeting with the officials of the KBM Care assured full support to the organization in jointly
organizing eye screening and surgical camps across Azad Jammu and Kashmir. Asghar said that we believe that
everyone has the right to access to healthcare services, regardless of their financial position. District Educa-
tion Officer Sudhnoti Sardar Arshad Hussain appreciated the efforts of both the organizations for provision
of health services to the people at their doorsteps. He assured that the education dept will fully support the
awareness campaign against blindness and facilitation in organization of eye camps in the district.

KBM Care President Khalid Majeed said, “Both the organizations are committed to providing free eye care services
to the underprivileged communities of Azad Kashmir.” He assured that KBM Care would continue its humble efforts
to support the people of the area and reaching to those who need the most.—DNA

PTi leader says
nolice raided
his house

SIALKOT: PTI overseas
leader Khayrat Chaudhry
has alleged that police team
has raided his residence and
offices. The PTI leader and
candidate for NA-66 said “A
raid of police which included
about 30 personnel attack at
my house in Lahore where
I was saved by the grace of
Allah. Then they came at
my Dera in Dalowali Sialkot
and arrested my servants
last midnight. After that they
came after me at my house
Kunden Pur Sialkot last night
and arrested my brother and
nephew also Ikram Virk. All
these people are still in their
custody. Chaudhry requested
all PTI leaders and workers
to be careful. — DNA

Punjab govt to expedite ICCI Industrial Estate project

He said that the business community should send the issues related to excise
and communication department through their respective chambers of commerce

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Punjab’s In-
dustry and Commerce Min-
ister S.M. Tanveer said that
on his instructions, Punjab
Industrial Estate Manage-
ment and Development
Company has identified
four places for establish-
ment of industrial estate
by ICCI. He stressed that
the Chamber should final-
ize one of them to expedite
the completion of industrial
estate project.

He expressed these views
while addressing the busi-
ness community at the Is-
lamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI),
said a press release.

S.M. Tanveer said that

promoting industrializa-
tion, enhancing exports,
increasing remittances

and development of agri-
culture will have to be fo-
cused to revive the econ-
omy.

He said that Pakistan has
immense potential for de-
velopment and product de-
velopment with the help
of professionals is being
focused on to improve ex-
ports. He said that he is
also working on various in-
itiatives for the economic
empowerment of women.
He said that as long as he
is working as minister in
Punjab, he will continue to
play a role in solving the
key issues of the business
community.

Punjab’s Excise and Com-

munications Minister Bilal
Afzal said that due to his
efforts, funds have been
released for the rehabilita-
tion of Kahuta Road, while
other roads covering 2600
kilometers will also be re-
pair.

He said that the business
community should send
the issues related to ex-
cise and communication
department through their
respective chambers of
commerce and every pos-
sible effort will be made to
solve them.

He said that the proposals
of the chambers will be
included in the annual de-
velopment plan of Punjab.
United Business Group
Chairman Shahzad Ali
Malik said that his group

and every possible effort will be made to solve them

will bring forward young
business leaders from the
platform of Federation of
Pakista Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry

so that they can play their
effective role in the eco-
nomic development of
the country. He was con-
fident that UBG will win
the upcoming elections of
FPCCI. He said that a co-
ordination committee has
been formed to solve the
problems of the business
community in Punjab,
while the issues of busi-
ness community in other
provinces will also be ad-
dressed.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, in his ad-

dress, stressed that at
least 10-year economic
policies should be formulat-
ed for the better promotion
of business and investment,
because the continuity of
policies is very important
for the development of the
economy.

He said that successful
business leaders of the
country should be induct-
ed in the federal and pro-
vincial cabinets so that
they can play their role in
improving the economy.
He thanked the S.M. Tan-
veer for identifying four
sites for Industrial Es-
tate of ICCI and said that
ICCI will soon finalize
one of them to move for-
ward on this important
project.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

May

May 03/Poland
National Day
May 06/Bulgaria
Armed Forces Day
May 06/UAE
Armed Forces Day
May 07/Kazakhstan
Armed Forces Day

May 08/Czech
Republic

National Day
May 09/European Union
National Day
May 17/Norway
Constitution Day
May 21/Hungary
Armed Forced Day

May 22/Yemen
Republic
Re-unification Day
(National Day )
May 24/Eritrea
National Day
May 25/Argentina
National Day
May 25/Lebanon
Liberation and
Resistance Day
May 28 /Azerbaijan
Republic Day
May 28/Ethiopia
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel....111 133 133

Marriott......... 051- 2826121
Monal............ 0334-5421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

.
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

CMH......ccoovvvererans 5611111
MH....ooviiireeieienene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
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Pakistan, UK to join hands

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
and United Kingdom on
Wednesday agreed to work
together to eliminate con-
tent related to hate and
terrorist attitudes on social
and online media.

The decision was made
during a meeting between
Acting British High Com-
missioner Andrew Dagleish
and Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb.

During the meeting, the
promotion of bilateral dip-
lomatic relations includ-
ing cooperation in various
fields of media, digital me-
dia, media training and film-
making was also discussed.
The minister congratulat-
ed the ambassador and the
people of UK over the coro-
nation of King Charles III.
Aurangzeb said that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s
recent visit to the United

f',_

Kingdom and his partici-
pation in the coronation of
King Charles III were man-
ifestation of the friendship
based on respect and trust

between the two countries.
Stating that Pakistan at-
tached special importance
to bilateral relations with
Britain, she expressed the

———

P —

to eliminate hate con

—
—

determination to further
strengthen the bilateral
ties. During discussion
on the cooperation in film
policy and media training,

the minister said film and
drama played an important
role in highlighting the cul-
ture and positive identity
of any country. Marriyum

tent

Aurangzeb appreciated the
role of British government
for development of health,
education, governance and
human resource in Paki-
stan.

She said Pakistan govern-
ment would get help from
Britain’s modern media
curriculum to provide train-
ing to journalists.

The Acting British High
Commissioner appreciated
the progress made in the
information sector includ-
ing the economic policies
of the present government
of Pakistan.

He hailed Pakistan’s im-
provement of 7 ranks in the
Global Media Freedom In-
dex and congratulated the
Information Minister over
the achievement. The High
Commissioner also assured
all possible cooperation to
reduce the economic crisis
of Pakistan and expressed
his good wishes and deep
interest in promoting bilat-
eral relations.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The first
ever France Alumni Day,
the world day of inter-
national graduates from
the French Higher Ed-
ucation will be held in
May 2023 in France and
all over the world.

In France, Alumni from all
countries will be celebrat-
ed during a special gather-
ing hosted by the French
Minister for Europe and
Foreign Affairs, Mrs Cath-
erine Colonna at the Min-
\istry on the 23rd of May.

In Pakistan, the French
Embassy, Campus
France Pakistan and
France Alumni Pakistan
will host all Pakistanis
who got a part of their
Education and profes-
sional training in France
on the occasion of three
networking events for
meeting each other and
discussing with Embassy
representatives, compa-
nies & key people in the
following cities: ¢ Kara-
chi on Friday 19th May
* Islamabad on Saturday
20th May e Lahore on
Sunday 28th May The

events in Islamabad,
Karachi and Lahore will
open with a welcome
speech given by respec-
tively Mr. Nicolas Galey,
Ambassador of France
to Pakistan, Mr. Alexis
Chahtahtinsky, Consul
General of France in
Karachi and Mr. Habib
Anwar, Honorary Consul
of France in Lahore. The
Higher Education and
Scientific Attaché of the
French Embassy in Pa-
kistan and the Campus
France Pakistan officer
will present the French
Alumni Network in Pa-

' France alumni day to
~ be marked in May

kistan. Outstanding Pak-
France Alumni will then be
invited to share their life
and success stories. There
will also be time for alumni
to network with represent-
atives from the French
community, corporate and
academic sectors.

Launched on the initiative
of the Minister for Europe
and Foreign Affairs, Mrs
Catherine Colonna, France
Alumni Day is organized
worldwide by Campus
France, which coordinates
and develops the network
France Alumni since its
creation in 2014. J

ikl 4

i

ISLAMABAD: A street vender is surrounded in the students as a large number of students
are buying traditional Ice Gola outside their school at pack up time, during high
temperature in Federal Capital. — Online

Chinese language and
cooking competitions held

DNA

ISLAMABAD: To further
strengthen the China-Paki-
stan friendship and under-
stand Chinese culture, the
China Study Centre (CSC)
in collaboration with the In-
ternational Office, Institute
of Professional Develop-
ment (IPD) at Karakoram
International University
(KIU) held Chinese Lan-
guage and Chinese cooking

competitions among the
students. Two events re-
garding the International
Chinese Language Day and
Chinese Cuisine were held
in the KIU convocation
area. According to Gwa-
dar Pro, a large number of
students and senior admin-
istrative and teaching of-
ficers of the university par-
ticipated in the ceremony.

Chinese language writing
competitions were also held
for the faculty and students

in the event organized in
connection with Interna-
tional Chinese Language
Day. “The culture and life-
style of Gilgit Baltistan and
China have similarity and we
need to further understand
each other’s language and
culture,” said Vice-Chancel-
lor KIU Dr. Attaullah Shah
on this occasion, adding that
further cooperation between
the two brotherly countries
in the field of education and
research is needed.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
(PM) Shehbaz Sharif has ap-
proved the conferment of the
national civil award Sitara-eIm-
tiaz on renowned mountaineer
Naila Kiani in recognition of
her achievement of successful-
ly summiting the world’s high-
est peak, Mount Everest.

The PM’s Office has issued
a notification, containing his
approval for conferment of
the civil award on the moun-
taineer who is the second
Pakistani woman to summit
Mount Everest.—APP

We will focus on creating
er: Rector

-

skilled manpow
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ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion from the National
University of Technol-
ogy (NUTECH) headed
by the Rector visited Ja-
pan to attend seminars
and discussions on TITP
(Technical Intern Train-
ing Program) Japan,
for which NUTECH is a
Sending  Organization.
During the visit, the
team met with the HE
Ambassador of Pakistan
in Japan, Embassy offi-
cials, JITCO and OTIT
reps for the expansion of
skilled manpower export
to Japan. The NUTECH
team also visited Super-
vising Organizations,

Foreign Language School
and met the Mayor of
Hokkaido. The  visit
proved very successful as
three interns’ documents
were cleared from OTIT
and additional seats for
Pakistani students and

.

faculty were secured in
Japanese institutions.
NUTECH aspires to
strengthen its ties with
Japan by strengthening
partnerships and explor-
ing more avenues of col-
laboration in Japanese in-

&4

dustries. Collaborations
between NUTECH and
Japan would open new em-
ployment opportunities and
help the skilled workforce
capacity building in line
with the expectations of the

Japanese and industries.

Thunderstorm

in ICT,

ISLAMABAD: Wind-dust/

KP, GB

thunderstorm-rain

is expected in upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Gilgit-Baltistan, Kashmir, Islamabad and Potho-
har region on Thursday. Met Office also pre-
dicted that hailstorm is also likely at few places
during the period, however, hot and dry weath-
er is expected elsewhere in the country.
According to the Synoptic Situation a westerly wave is
affecting upper and central parts of the country and
likely to persist till 18th May. During past 24 hour the
weather remained hot and dry in most parts of the
country. However, rain wind/thunderstorm occurred
in Barkhan, Dadu, Padidan and Bannu.

The Rainfall(mm)recorded during past 24 hours includ-
ing Barkhan 09, Dadu 06,Padidan 02 and Bannu 01. To-
day's Recorded Highest Maximum Temperature’s (°C):
Mohenjodaro 44, Dadu, Padidan, Sakrand, Shaheed Be-
nazirabad, Jacobabad and Bahawalnagar 43. - APP

ISLAMABAD: The Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) is all set to devel-
op several new modern
parks in the federal capital
to provide better recrea-
tional facilities to the res-
idents.

“The civic authority has
already developed around
37 public parks in the fed-
eral capital during the last
ten years and is working
on a policy to increase
their number in the com-
ing years,” official sourc-
es in the CDA told APP
on Wednesday. “We need
three to four months to
develop a new park after
completion of the codal
formalities.”

At present, they said the
federal capital had six
amusement parks, which
were considered sufficient
to cater to the recreation-
al needs of Islamabad res-
idents.

“But the policy has been
made that whenever a new
sector will be developed,
an amusement park will be
constructed along,” they

added.

The sources said that the
CDA was developing sev-
eral new sectors, including
11, 112, -14, 115, I-16,
D-12, and Park Enclave,
adding that Model Villages
and parks were also being
developed in the said ar-
eas. “As and when these
areas are developed and
completed, the new parks
will be there to meet the
demand and requirement
of the general public as
per CDA approved layout
plan,” they added.

2023 Yangtze River
Season kicked off in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: To promote
river culture through Yang-
tze River Tourism, the China
Cultural Center in Pakistan
is organizing series of online
videos and theme exhibitions
to celebrate 2023 “Yangtze
River Tourism Overseas Pro-
motion Season”. The open-
ing ceremony for the 2023
Yangtze River Tourism Over-
seas Promotion Season took
place in Yichang, in Hubei
Province of Central China,
according to Gwadar Pro on
Wednesday. The event, with

afocus on the theme “Guard-
ing the Golden Waterway
and Promoting Green Devel-
opment,” aims to showcase
the successes of ecological
civilization construction and
sustainable development
in the Yangtze River basin.
It spreads the Yangtze Riv-
er culture to the people of
Pakistan as well as to the
international ~ community.
This year, the promotion
season will last to the end of
June. The Yangtze River is
the longest river in Asia and

Tourism

the third-longest river in the
world. China’s top culture
and tourism authority has
released 10 tour routes and
travel itineraries that will en-
able tourists to experience
the culture and history of
the Yangtze River while also
ensuring its protection. Ac-
cording to China’s Ministry
of Culture and Tourism, the
new routes were created
under the direction of the
Outline of the 14th Five-Year
Plan (2021-25) for National
Economic.—DNA
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Briefs
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ISLAMABAD: The Senate
Finance Committee on
Wednesday decided to hold
Pre-budget meetings along
with all the relevant stake
holders in order to restart
the declining economy
of the country. Senator
Saadia Abbasi recommend-
ed to hold meetings calling
upon all the stake holders
and hear their suggestions
and concerns to be incor-
porated in the upcoming
budget. The committee
endorsed this view point
and the meetings are like-
ly to be commenced from
next week. Earlier in the
meeting the point of pub-
lic importance raised by
Senator Rana Mehmood
Ul Hassan regarding sugar
smuggling was disposed
of. It was observed that
the member concerned
has not shown attendance
twice besides, ample dis-
cussions has been made
on smuggling and the
Prime Minister has also
taken initiative on the
same, therefore the mat-
ter was disposed of.

Briefing by the SECP on
media reports regarding
proposed amendments
to Non-Banking Finance
Companies and Notified
Entities Regulations pro-
posing to increase its fees
on AMC’s by over 350 % to
the original level, which
was reduced after detailed
deliberations by SECP
policy board in FY 20 was
also taken up. The SECP
officials said that there is
no media reports in their
knowledge. It was briefed
that the policy board has
the power and mandate
to specify fees chargeable
by the SECP and SECP
implements the fees as
approved by the policy
board. It was briefed that
the policy board of the
SECP along with other
private members compris-
es of Secretary Finance
Division, Secretary Law,
Secretary Commerce and
Deputy Governor State
Bank who are permanent
members. It was apprised
that the rates of fees have
been revised to the level of
2019 after detailed delibera-
tion and careful analysis in
the Financial position and
autonomy of SECP .

PTI
miscreants
damaged

important

ISLAMABAD :Special As-
sistant to the Prime Min-
ister on Interior Attaullah
Tarar on Wednesday said
that PTI miscreants want-
ed to divert attention from
Imran Khan’s corruption
through vandalism and
anarchy but strict action
would be taken against
them as per law.
Addressing a press con-
ference here, Tarar said
that PTI workers dese-
crated the holy places of
the country while memo-
rials of martyrs as well
as sensitive installations
were attacked following a
conspiracy. He said that
Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah’s house
in Lahore was not spared
and Imran Khan’s neph-
ew Hasan Niazi was seen
involved in the attack on
Jinnah’s house. He said
that miscreants also burnt
pictures of martyrs and
plane of 1965 hero M.M
Alam in Mianwali was also
targeted. He said that PTI
miscreants also damaged
the monument of Cap-
tain Colonel Sher Khan
Shaheed (Nishan Haider)
whose bravery was appre-
ciated even by the enemy.
All these criminals will be
punished and a precedent
to be set to avoid any inci-
dent of mischief in future,
he said and added that
prosecution teams and
teams of legal experts had
been constituted for the
purpose. He appealed the
courts not to neglect such
shameful acts as these
are related to the integri-
ty and sovereignty of the
country. He said there is
an audio of Murad Saeed
inciting workers while
several PTI leaders can
be seen leading the mis-
creants. He said that the
model of Chaghai moun-
tain was damaged and
Radio Pakistan building in
Peshawar was also set on
fire which announced the
independence of Pakistan
in 1947.-APP
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RAWALPINDI : An artisan painting a deliver

-

y truck at Pirwahdi. —APP

‘Attempts to use NSC meeting
for political purposes deplorable’

Durrani Questions LEAs for protecting Rana’s house but not Corps Commander’s house from rioters

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) senior leader Dr. If-
tikhar Durrani said that National
Security Committee (NSC) was
very important forum, which sole
objective was to discuss national
security issues; however, he ex-
pressed his shock that the NSC
forum was unfortunately hijacked;
hence attempts were made to use
the meeting of the forum held
in the PM house on Tuesday for
political purposes. In a video
message, Dr. Iftikhar Durrani
said that the current prime min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif was led the
forum. He said that it was said in
the court about Shehbaz and his
absconder brother Nawaz Sharif
that they recruited around 20,000
to 25,000 criminals in the Punjab
Police. According to Abid Boxer,
he said, that they killed around
950 people in Punjab police en-
counters. Dr. Iftikhar Durrani
said that among the participants
in the NSC meeting, he saw those
who were operating Al-Zulfigar
organization and the mastermind

of Lyari gang war headed by Uzair
Baloch, besides those who sought
US help against the army through
Memogate.

Moreover, he said that the mas-
termind of Dawn Leaks, who in
connivance with Narendra Modi,
was running a campaign against
Pakistan forces, as Nawaz Sharif
and his daughter were also part of
the campaign.

Similarly, PTI senior leader stat-
ed that the RAW-trained agents
were also present in the impor
tant meeting along with those
who were supported to be taken
to task. Durrani said that it was
decided in the NSC meeting to
crush a peaceful movement and
take a decision against the party.
He stated that an attempt was to
create a specific narrative such as
attacks on army installations.

He said that Corps Commander’s
House was attacked under a well-
thought-out plan and conspira-
cy, which was condemnable and
those responsible should be pun-
ished. However, he said that it was
all done through a well-conceived
plan to involve PTI leaders so as
to justify action against them, add-

ing that there was sufficient evi-
dence to negate the narrative that
was the reason PTI leadership
demanded free and transparent
trails into the violent incidents to
bring the culprits to justice.
However, Durrani raised a ques-
tion that when Corps Command-
er’s house was attacked, at the
same time, a much bigger crowds
gathered outside Rana Sanaul-
lah’s house in Faisalabad but no
damage was done there.

PTI leader expressed his surprise
as to why Corps Commander
House was not protected even in
presence of army, police, quick
response force and tight security
from rioters.

He said that the state was there
but no effort was made protect
the military installations in order
to create a narrative under an or-
ganized conspiracy.

“Who are the people behind the
conspiracy that Rana Sanaullah’s
house is saved but important in-
stallations were vandalized,” Dur-
rani asked.

He said that on March 14, the
same state agencies stormed the
house of former Prime Minister

Imran Khan and shots were fired,
women and children were har-
assed in Zaman Park operation.
Iftikhar Durrani went on to say
that some PTI leaders’ audios
were being played but there was
nothing anything about violent
protests even in a single audio.
He said that if geo-fencing was
done, it would be known that
Shehryar Afridi stopped people
from going forward. However, PTI
senior leader stated that at pres-
ent, political confrontation and
hatred were on the rise and all
certified national criminals were
using this situation for their per-
sonal and vested political mileage.
Durrani recalled that Amnesty
International clearly stated that
no citizen can be tried under a
military court. He stated that this
contradiction was only because
Imran Khan was talking about
following the constitution, adding
that an atmosphere of fear was
created at this time, as women
and children were being abused.
He said that Punjab Police and
every other organization running
on public’s tax was barging into
people’s homes, as Shahryar Af-

ridi and PTI social media ladies
were still missing.

Durrani stated that Usman Dar,
his mother and sisters were har-
assed, adding that media was also
stopped from talking about hu-
man rights.

He said that there was no room
for all these brutal acts in any de-
mocracy but ironically there was
even no forum in Pakistan to raise
the issues of human rights viola-
tions. The PTI leader urged that
people must have to shatter the
idols of fear, as they were deter-
mined and peaceful and stood for
Pakistan come what may.

Durrani suggested that if they
wanted to punish someone, then
conduct an independent investi-
gation should be carried out, as
they had also enough proofs, add-
ing that footage of the burning of
Radio Pakistan was shown but no
one went there.

He said that PTI leaders were
constantly instructing the work-
ers to remain peaceful, because
violence was not the philosophy
of PTI, urging that people stood
by the Constitution of Pakistan
and broke the chains of fear.

Minister sets
target to
enroll
92000 00SC
children

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Federal Education and
Professional Training, Rana
Tanveer Hussain has set an
ambitious target to enroll
all approximately 52,000
Out Of School Children
(O0SC) in Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory (ICT) by June
30, 2023.

To ensure the retention for
the children, the minister
directed Ministry’s officials
to allocate Rs. 200 million
for two years to the Nation-
al Education Foundation
(NEF) for the purpose of
catering to the educational
needs of OOSC in ICT.
Federal Minister, who is
also Chairman of the Board
of Governors of the NEF,
disclosed this while chair-
ing a meeting of the Board
here Wednesday. The es-
teemed Board members, in-
cluding senior officers from
the Ministry of Education
and Finance and renowned
educationists attended the
meeting.

During the meeting, the
minister commended the
NEF for its unwavering
efforts in catering to the
needs of OOSC in ICT. He
also expressed satisfaction
with the ongoing programs
implemented for the dis-
entangled group of chil-
dren in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) and ICT and
congratulate on successful-
ly win the UNESCO pro-
ject for training non-formal
teachers.—APP

IESCO
notifies power
suspension

schedule

ISLAMABAD, May 17
(APP):Islamabad  Electric
Supply Company (IESCO)
Wednesday issued a power
suspension programme for
Thursday for various areas
of its region due to neces-
sary maintenance and rou-
tine development work.
According to an IESCO
spokesman, the power
supply of different feeders
and grid stations would
remain suspended for the
period from 09:00 AM to
02:00 PM, Islamabad Cir-
cle, I-11/1, 111/3, Metro,
Sohdran Road, New PTN,
Capital Steel, Industrial.l,
Fazal Rehbar Feeders,
Rawalpindi Cantt. Circle,
Shahpur, Dhok Noor, Cha-
han, Chontra, Rajar, Chakri,
SPD, SPF, Kahota City-II,
Hanif Shaheed.—APP

Pakistan committed to
ensuring generation of

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic
Police (CTP) issued challan
tickets to 21 vehicles us-
ing tinted glasses here on
Wednesday. Two vehicles
were impounded due to lack
of documentation. Accord-
ing to the CTP spokesman,

in charge of Traffic Adiala
Circle, conducted opera-
tions at different places of
the circle and 21 vehicles
were issued challan tick-
ets for having black paper
while two vehicles were
impounded due to lack of

environmen

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Power Division Khurram
Dastgir on Wednesday said
Pakistan was committed
to ensuring generation of
environment{friendly ener-
gy and an ambitious target
had been set up to enhance
share of renewable energy
(RE) to 60 per cent in the
total country’s energy mix
by 2030. Addressing at the
Future Energy Conference
Conference 2023, he said
Pakistan was moving fast
on path of economic devel-
opment, said a statement
received here from Bang-
kok.

He said the share of envi-
ronment-friendly energy in
Pakistan had surged to over
six per cent of the total
country’s energy mix.

The government had also
plan to switch to 30 per
cent electric vehicles b;

2030, he added.

He said complete ban on
coal import by 2030 was
also part of the plan.
National Electricity Policy
2021 envisaged to meet the

t-friendly energy

energy needs through local
indigenous resources, he
added.

He said although Pakistan
share in environmental pol-
lution was very minimum

but badly affected due to
climate change.

Pakistan was paying special
attention to the generate
power through solar and
wind, he added.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
on Wednesday launched the
‘Share Pakistan Portal’, a
digital repository for an im-
proved targeted communica-
tion between the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) and
its over 100 diplomatic mis-
sions abroad.

In his remarks on the launch
event in collaboration with
National Information Tech-
nology Board (NITB), the
foreign minister said that the
online standardized informa-
tion system would collect and
communicate the impact of
public diplomacy initiatives
in pursuance of Pakistani for-
eign policy objectives.
Bilawal mentioned that he
had initiated the ‘Foreign
Minister’s Change Man-
agement Initiative’ as a

commitment to improving
the Ministry’s ability to ef-
fectively deliver on its man-
dates through management
reforms. To materialize this,
he said, the team of experts
from MoFA and missions
abroad brainstormed on a
number of reforms in the di-
verse areas including human
resources, finance, logistics,
communication, counselor,
protocol and community
services for digitalization
and simplifying the rules,
policies and procedures. He
said that his ‘Change Man-
agement Initiative’ would be
aimed at building a culture
of work that is focused more
on results and enhanced
productivity, value innova-
tion and bringing decision
making closer to the point
of delivery. He said that the
comprehensive report on
‘Change Management Initi-

ative’ would further address
and transform the diplomatic
service that will be better
equipped to respond to the
new realities and challenges
of the modern world. The
‘Change Management Initia-
tive’ will ensure a seamless
communication between the
ministry and the country’s
diplomatic missions abroad,
he added. Bilawal said that
the portal was designed to
simplify communication and
sharing of information both
horizontally and vertically in
the public diplomacy domain
between the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and its diplomat-
ic posts abroad.

He said that the portal would
bring efficiency and transpar-
ency in various public diplo-
macy initiatives.

The foreign minister said
that the paperless digital tool
was the first portal launch

covering the integration of
digital technologies in both
the public diplomacy strate-
gic outreach efforts and the
institution. “It will be used in
diplomacy for outreach deci-
sion support, drafting stra-
tegic communication, trans-
lating foreign policy, and
analysis of latest trends,” he
said. Bilawal expressed the
confidence that the digital
tool would serve as a model
for future projects for useful
and effective communication
between the Ministry and its
missions.

He hoped that the portal
would be the first step to
simplification of commu-
nication systems and IT
based solutions in the en-
gagement of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs with other
government departments
and facilitate inter-depart-
ment coordination.

CTP issued 21 challan tickets

documentation.
Chief  Traffic  Officer
(CTO) Taimoor Khan

warned that stern action
would be taken against
violators and they would
be punished according
to the law.—APP
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Liz Truss’ Taiwan trip

Ef the 10 days when her government’s business was suspended

during the period of national mourning for the passing of Queen

Elizabeth II was deducted, Liz Truss actually served as the Unit-
ed Kingdom’s head of government for only 39 days, rather than 49
days. That makes her the shortest-serving prime minister in the
UK’s history. It is a record that will be hard to beat.
Despite her short tenure, she managed to inflict her own damage on
the country. To tackle inflation and energy shortage, her government
introduced an energy price guarantee policy to cap energy prices,
and a mini-budget program of large-scale borrowing and tax cuts.
These caused financial instability, and all of them were criticized and
quickly reversed. What advice then could Truss, who famously lost
out in comparison to a lettuce, offer to the authorities on the island
of Taiwan except how to cause chaos.
What the Taiwan authorities hope to gain from Truss’ five-day visit
starting from Tuesday is anybody’s guess. Allowing the island to be-
come a catwalk for disgraced Western politicians desperate for the
public eye only serves to expose the nature of these visits as mar-
riages of convenience. Such collusion is nothing but a “dangerous
political show”, as China’s embassy in the UK said.
The speech Truss gave on Wednesday proved the point, as it showed
that the former UK leader, who proved unfit for office, intends to
take advantage of the visit to do nothing but parrot Washington’s
words to pour oil on fire over the Taiwan question.
To give Truss her due, she has been consistent in acting as a
mouthpiece of Washington. In a speech titled “The Return of Ge-
opolitics” in April 2022, Truss, then the UK’s foreign secretary,
called on the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to be ready to
tackle global threats by working with Japan and Australia to en-
sure order in the Pacific, saying: “We must ensure that democra-
cies like Taiwan are able to defend themselves”.
It is clear that Truss has nothing of any value to offer for the peaceful
resolution of the Taiwan question. Her trip is motivated by her desire
to earn some personal political capital from it. But in doing so, she
is playing an ugly role inciting the Taiwan secessionists to further
their collusion with external forces to turn the island into a geo-
political tool for them. The number of visits some “distinguished
guests” from the West have made to the island lately has laid bare
the fact that it is these Western politicians playing the “Taiwan
card” for their own narrow ends that threaten the peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan Strait, and that are taking the initiative
to try and change the status quo of the Strait via brinkmanship.
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Western double standards
a source of troubles

erman Chancellor Olaf Scholz hit the bull’s eye when he

offered a reality check on the West’s double standards in a

speech in Berlin on Monday, attributing the reluctance of
some influential countries such as India, Vietnam and South Africa
to criticize Moscow for the Russia-Ukraine conflict, to the fact that
they believe international principles are not applied equally. “When
I talk to leaders from those countries, many assure me that they are
not questioning the underlying principles of our international order.
What they are struggling with is the unequal application of those prin-
ciples,” he said. “What they expect is representation on equal terms,
and an end to Western double standards.” His remarks are revealing,
given that examples of Western countries resorting to double stand-
ards on such issues as free trade, human rights and democracy to ad-
vance their own agendas abound. The practice has become a major
source of global instability and frictions on economic and geopolit-
ical fronts. Take the United States for instance. While it constantly
criticizes China for challenging the rules-based international order,
the country itself has grossly violated the World Trade Organization
rules governing the multilateral trade system by unilaterally impos-
ing tariffs and sanctions on other countries.
And comparing the way Europe has dealt with Ukrainian refugees
over those fleeing from conflicts in the Global South, CNN’s corre-
spondent Arwa Damon observed that, “We are painfully seeing that
refugees are selectively welcomed, and war criminals are selectively
punished. It’s not just the Western media that is biased; it’s the West-
ern world.” Such bias, often born out of Western arrogance and hy-
pocrisy, has also eroded the trust that exists among nations to enable
them to work together to deal with the real challenges that confront
humanity, such as climate change.
Even though many European countries are seeking to revive coal
projects to prioritize energy security, they have pointed an accusing
finger at African countries, the least responsible for global warming,
for not doing enough to meet their climate obligations. That’s despite
the fact that the continent has not received the full amount of prom-
ised funding and technologies from the developed world to switch
from fossil fuels to clean energy. The time has gone when the West
could claim the high moral ground and dictate to the rest of the world
what they should do based on the Western standards. It would be a
boon for the world if the Western countries took a look in the mirror
before passing judgment on others.

Hubris & egos or humility &
wisdom what should prevail?

Dr Arif Alvi

I move forward to Fatima
Jinnah’s burial in 1965.
She was maligned as
a candidate and was
labelled as anti-state
when she contested
against President Ayub
Khan. When she died,
my father and I as a
young matriculate,
were at her funeral. A
huge crowd was there.
Because of a few isolated
slogans, tear gas was
fired right into the
centre of the huge but
peaceful crowd, that
turned violent. We never
learnt

politics is because of nature (my genes) or

nurture (experiences). In undivided India,
my father was the President of the Nainital Muslim
League. He was arrested immediately after partition
and spent six months in jail on fabricated charges
of ‘anti-state’ activities and was only released when
my mother wrote to Jawaharlal Nehru who was my
father’s patient.
The earliest memory of my life is that of a three-year-
old. We used to live, in the clinic of my father facing
Victoria Road in Karachi directly across Paradise
Cinema. The students were protesting on the road
on January 9 1953. Suddenly, there was commotion
and shots were fired. My father (and I observing from
between his legs) watched from the balcony. Tear gas
shells and, immediately thereafter, real bullets were
fired. I remember seeing a body slumped on the road.
An inspector warned my father to go inside. That’s all
I remember. Reflecting on it today, it was a story of
hubris that has been repeated throughout our history.
Protesting students were pushed aside by a flag-car-
rying automobile whose occupant was Minister of
Interior Mr Mushtaq Gurmani. That is when the fir-
ing started. Gurmani lost consciousness because of
tear gas and was lifted away. Sadly and criminally, 26
students were killed. The first to lose his life was a
young boy scout, Nainsuk Lal, who was tendering to a
bullet-injured student protester. The entire city joined
the protest and life was paralysed. Public property
was damaged including Gurmani’s car. During the
negotiations that followed, peace was restored on the
appeal of a student leader Kazim, not on the request
of the government. Did we learn anything? The next
year in 1954 in memory of those killed, a convention
was held in Katrak Hall. Mr A K Brohi, then a Minis-
ter was supposed to speak. Gurmani felt insulted the
year before, he was also against negotiations that had
brought peace, and his hubris and ego was yearning
for revenge. Brohi arrived, but a planned pandemo-
nium was started with plain clothes people along
with arranged gangsters mixing among the students
unknown to them. The peace squad among students
was led by Dr Adeeb Rizvi (of SIUT today).
Our long history of labelling parties and leaders as
traitors and anti-state dates back to 1951 when the
Rawalpindi Conspiracy case was initiated. Those ar-

E have been thinking whether my interest in

rested included Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Maj. Gen. Akbar
Khan, Sajjad Zaheer and Capt. Zafarullah Poshni
(who recently died and has written an excellent book
‘Prison Interlude’ a memoir of those days). A special
law was passed to try them. All were sentenced but
then released after four years of imprisonment when
an Appeals Court declared the allegations to be total-
ly false. I simply cannot imagine Faiz Sahib, and the
army personnel of that time to be traitors.

I move forward to Fatima Jinnah’s burial in 1965. She
was maligned as a candidate and was labelled as an-
ti-state when she contested against President Ayub
Khan. When she died, my father and I as a young
matriculate, were at her funeral. A huge crowd was
there. Because of a few isolated slogans, tear gas was
fired right into the centre of the huge but peaceful
crowd, that turned violent. We never learnt. Mujeeb
was called a traitor following Agartala Conspiracy
Case. Ayub Khan refused to invite him to the Round
Table Conference (RTC) in 1969 but relented when
the opposition insisted. The RTC collapsed in a
couple of days because of the clear inability of
the politicians to reach a deal. However, many
politicians in East Pakistan were dubbed traitors
and the rest is history. Imagine our desperation,
when hubris had spectacularly failed, that before
Mujeeb was released, Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhu-
tto went to meet him in prison and urged him to
consider a loose confederation.

Hyderabad conspiracy case was instituted in
1975 by PM Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Shaheed in
which National Awami Party (NAP) was banned.
Its entire leadership including Wali Khan, Bizenjo,
Ataullah Mengal, Khair Bakhsh Marri, Najam Sethi
and Habib Jalib were arrested and tried for treason.
The 3rd Amendment was passed hurriedly to give a
very broad definition to anti-state activities. I remem-
ber reading an excellent 40-page patriotic rejoinder
of Mr Wali Khan on the allegations of treason. Were
the above traitors? We should also not forget that in
July 1977, when politicians delayed the conclusion of
negotiations, it provided an excuse for an 11-year-long
take-over that was painful in all respects.

Many experiments have been conducted and many
somersaults taken in our political processes, for ex-
ample, the ‘creation’ of political parties, the creation
of their anti-dotes, then destroying them, then creat-

ing ‘Pro-Pakistan’ alternates, then destroying them
too. Suppression, then appeasement, then accommo-
dation - policies emerging from the thinking of whoev-
er was in power, rather than through a serious, broad-
based, inclusive strategic process.

Where do we go from here? I urge everybody to take
a deep breath. I will stick my neck out as I have learnt
from experience and history both, and state that no
political party today has ever been anti-Pakistan or
that it comprises of traitors. Excesses have been com-
mitted by all during our history, out of frustrations
including during the MRD. When all avenues are
closed, anger in all its dimensions is the only route
left which then colours the national landscape into a
lethal red.

I have urged all stakeholders to ‘Think Again’, and
have even gifted a book of the same title by Adam
Grant to many of them. An outstanding example of
today is the remarkable peace achieved between Iran
and Saudi Arabia. A great achievement of their lead-
ers, kudos to HH Mohammad bin Salman and Irani
leadership along with the positive role played by
our friend China. This signifies a major reversal
of thinking by these great leaders, who would go
down in history for ending decades of animosity.
Can we find a similar greatness in our leadership?
I personally know there are many on all sides of
the spectrum, including in the establishment, but
everyday events and hot exchanges between them
fogs their perception into dangerous arguments,
even unrealistic questions are floated like, ‘Are you
with Pakistan or against Pakistan?’.

The first and last thing elders would say would be
to cool down, learn from the past, and save the fam-
ily. Our friends who have a clear view from outside
are urging us too. Those nations achieve greatness
which learn from history. Those who don’t, are for-
gettable dots in the sands of time. I have been
urging all that we desperately need to find a solu-
tion. I am confident that Inshallah, better sense will
prevail and with the spirit of forgiveness we will
succeed in sorting out our disputes. A lot of work
is to be done, and many golden chapters are to be
written. Long Live Pakistan!

—The writer is the President of Pakistan.

Erdogan scents victory as Turkish presidential
election goes to a runoff

Yasar Yakis

The most important one will
probably be regarding Tur-
kiye’s Syria policy. Kilicdar-
oglu strongly supports the
withdrawal of the Turkish

military presence from Syria
and sending back as many

Syrian refugees as possible.

Another area where Kilicdar-

oglu may take the initiative is

Turkiye’s accession process

to the EU. This does not
mean that accession may ma-
terialize any time soon, but
it may make more efforts to
fulfill the EU’s Copenhagen
political convergence criteria
and Maastricht economic

he elections that were held in Turkiye on
TSunday produced both conclusive and incon-

clusive results. The parliamentary elections
concluded with the victory of the present government
coalition, composed of the ruling Justice and Develop-
ment Party, known as the AKP, the far-right National-
ist Movement Party and the New Welfare Party. This
coalition obtained 49.9 percent of the votes, giving
it 322 seats in the parliament, while the opposition
coalition obtained 35 percent and 213 seats. The
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party, which prom-
ised to support the opposition coalition, obtained 10.5
percent of the votes and earned 65 seats in the par-
liament. As the parliamentary majority will be held by
the present government coalition, all that the opposi-
tion coalition will be able to do is prevent the adoption
of any decision that requires a qualified majority.
In the presidential election, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
got 49.5 percent of the votes. Therefore, there will be
a runoff. Erdogan has a better chance of winning the
second round because he will mobilize all potentials
of the state to ensure his victory.
The elections unfolded amid relative calm, without
any major events. The atmosphere was tense until
a few days ago. In the eastern province of Erzincan,
stones were thrown at Ekrem Imamoglu, the mayor of
Istanbul, as he was addressing a meeting of his party.
He would have been a candidate for the post of deputy
president of the republic if the opposition coalition
had won the election. Some participants in the meet-
ing were wounded by the stones aimed at Imamoglu.
The police did not do anything to prevent the incident.
If Erdogan emerges victorious in the second round,
he will either continue the policies he has followed
so far or he might make some adjustments in light of
the lessons he has drawn from past experience. Both
options are likely. Kemal Kilicdaroglu will face Erdo-

gan in the runoff and, if he were to win, more options
are likely because the composition of the opposition
in parliament may cause problems for the parties that
make up this bloc. As far as Turkiye’s foreign policy af-
ter the elections is concerned, there are several options.
If Erdogan remains as president, the country’s foreign
policy is likely to remain more or less unchanged. But if
Kilicdaroglu manages to become president, some chang-
es are almost certain. The most important one will prob-
ably be regarding Turkiye’s Syria policy. Kilicdaroglu
strongly supports the withdrawal of the Turkish military
presence from Syria and sending back as many Syrian
refugees as possible. Another area where Kilicdaroglu
may take the initiative is Turkiye’s accession process to
the EU. This does not mean that accession may mate-
rialize any time soon, but it may make more efforts to
fulfill the EU’s Copenhagen political convergence crite-
ria and Maastricht economic criteria. Kilicdaroglu may
also seek ways to find an accommodation with Greece.
Regarding Turkiye’s relations with Middle Eastern coun-
tries, Kilicdaroglu may return to Ankara’s traditional
policy of not taking sides in inter-Arab conflicts. He
also seems to be intent on putting an end to Erdogan’s
strong bias in favor of the Muslim Brotherhood.

Another presidential contender, Sinan Ogan, got 5.2
percent of the votes in the first round. He participated
in the presidential race in order to be able to negotiate
concessions with Erdogan and Kilicdaroglu. He is polit-
ically closer to the present opposition coalition, but he
is strongly against its cooperation with the pro-Kurdish
party. Therefore, he has become an important stake-
holder in the delicate balance between Erdogan and
Kilicdaroglu. Another minor contender for the presiden-
tial election was Muharrem Ince of the Homeland Party.
He was also running in order to negotiate with the po-
tential presidents, but he decided to withdraw from the
race three days before the election. His name remained

on ballots and he obtained 0.3 percent of the votes. Ince
was originally a member of the main opposition Repub-
lican People’s Party, known as the CHP. He ran against
Erdogan for the presidential post in 2018 and got 30.8 per-
cent of the votes. But these were mainly the CHP’s votes,
not Ince’s. This time, having given up on the presidential
race, he encouraged his members to vote for the Home-
land Party. This was a futile suggestion, because the party’s
votes are almost insignificant. Therefore, such votes would
be wasted. The government did not miss the opportunity
to harshly criticize the failure to cope with floods caused
by heavy rains on the day before the elections. These oc-
curred in municipalities held by the opposition, while the
government kept silent about similar floods in munici-
palities held by the AKP. Just days before the elections,
Kilicdaroglu made an unnecessary statement that cast a
shadow on Turkish-Russian relations. Referring to Russia,
he said: “If you want the continuation of our friendship after
May 15, get your hands off the Turkish state. We are still
in favor of cooperation and friendship.” Kilicdaroglu said
this one day before Ince gave up in the presidential race.
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov rejected claims of
Russian interference. He said: “We officially declare, there
can be no talk of any interference. If someone provided Mr.
Kilicdaroglu with such information, they are liars.” Erdogan
followed up Peskov’s statement by saying: “If you attack
Putin, I will not tolerate this.” Kilicdaroglu claimed that
he would not have raised this subject if he did not have
evidence of possible interference by Russia.
Russia is a country that is important for Turkiye in all
circumstances. Ankara and Moscow have so many com-
mon interests in their bilateral relations. A nuclear pow-
er station is under construction by Russia in Turkiye. It
will be owned and operated by Moscow. It would be a
pity if such an inadvertent exchange of blame were to
leave indelible traces in their relations.

Courtesy: Arab News
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Briefs

Tragic events
never again;
vows GOAS

From Pack 01
their supreme sacrifices
with utmost respect and
dignity.” The Shuhada, he
added,”are a source of in-
spiration and pride for the
rank and file of the Armed
Forces, law enforcement
agencies, government of-
ficials and the people of
Pakistan.” The COAS un-
derscored that the recently
planned and orchestrated
tragic incidents would never
be allowed again at any cost.
He reassured the ranks
and files of Armed Forces
that all those responsible
for bringing shame to the
nation on the Black Day of
9th May would certainly be
brought to justice. He ap-
preciated under command
formations for their hard
work, devotion, high morale
and professionalism. Dur-
ing his interaction with of-
ficers and troops, the COAS
stressed upon maintaining
focus on the Army’s profes-
sionalism and preparedness
to deal with complex inter-
nal and external security
challenges, including prop-
aganda warfare. Earlier on
his arrival, the COAS was
received by the Command-
er Gujranwala Corps.

Forces
kill two
terrorists...

From Pace 01
Earlier this month, six sol-
diers of the Pakistan Army
embraced martyrdom and
three terrorists were elim-
inated in a fierce gunfight
that broke out in a remote
part of the mountainous
North Waziristan district.

More PTI
leaders
walk out...

FroMm Pace 01

the attacks on the Lahore
Corps Commander House
and General Headquarters in
Rawalpindi, officially resign-
ing from his basic member
ship of the party. Meanhwile,
PTI member of the Sindh
Assembly (MPA)  Sanjay
Gangwani also announced
his departure from the party,
citing the attacks on military
facilities as the reason.
Karim Bux Gabol, another
MPA in the Sindh provin-
cial assembly, has also re-
portedly quit the embattled
party citing the same rea-
sons. The resignations from
the key figures follow the
National Security Commit-
tee’s (NSC) endorsement of
the Corps Commander Con-
ference’s decision to try the
perpetrators of the violent
attacks under the Army Act
and Official Secrets Act.

Vandals
to be tried
under...

FroMm PagG 01

whom evidence is found
will be made example of.
The Minister said those
involved in ransacking or
attacking the civilian insti-
tutes or installations will be
tried under the relevant civ-
il laws while those involved
in attacking the military
installations will be tried by
military courts. She
said Imran Khan is the mas-
termind of all this mayhem
who destabilized the coun-
try with his poor policies
during his tenure, disrupt-
ed the entire social fabric
through polarization, and
today, he is instigating vio-
lence and hatred.
Marriyum Aurangzeb said
the nation today stands at a
decisive juncture where po-
litical instability is foment-
ing economic instability and
we have to say no to politics
of violence, hatred and po-
larization. She said the me-
dia and civil society must
differentiate politics and vio-
lence and ‘say no to 9 May’
should be everyone’s slogan.
Recalling the incidents of
9 May, the Minister said it
was open war against the
country the way violent
PTI workers attacked me-
morials of our heroes and
historic building of Radio
Pakistan, the voice that an-
nounced the creation of our
country. She said PTI has
challenged writ of the state
and it is government’s duty
to give justice to the stu-
dents whose schools were
burned, to the patients
who were dragged out of
hospitals and ambulances
and the families of martyrs
whose feelings were hurt.

SFJ calls for mass emailing
to stop Srinagar G20 summit

Since the illegal Annexation of Jammu and Kashmir by the Modi Government in August 2019,
India’s repression of the Kashmiri Muslims has increased manifolds and simultaneously India is
attempting to whitewash its ongoing crimes against Kashmiris by orchestrating incidents

MonIToRrING DESK

LONDON: Pro-Khalistan group,
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) has
called upon freedom fighters in
Indian illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK) to block
Srinagar International Airport
for sensitising G20 delegates
arriving to attend the summit
in the occupied valley. The SFJ,
an international human rights
advocacy group working for the
realization of the right to self-de-
termination, has released a vid-
eo by a New York-based lawyer
and SF]’s Counsel General Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun.

Pannun said in the video: “G20
Nations, Kashmir is not India and
India is illegally occupying Jammu
and Kashmir. India is setting up
your delegates to go to Srinagar
from May 22-24. Indian security
forces are planning to kill Kashmi-

ri Hindus and then they are going
to blame Kashmiri freedom fight-
ers and Pakistan for that. India
is planning a terror attack, that’s
why they are meeting in Srinagar.”
He asked Kashmiris in the video
to block Srinagar airport and “ex-
pose the violence and genocide,
the killings of Kashmiris, and the
rape of Kashmiri women.”

The SFJ has also launched a ded-
icated email site https://g20boy-
cottkashmir.org/ to send emails
urging G20 Ambassadors to “Boy-
cott Kashmir Summit” and “Save
Kashmiri Pundits” as Indian forc-
es are planning a terror attack to
blame Kashmiri freedom fighters
and Pakistan for sponsoring ter-
rorism. The letter addressed to
the G20 ambassadors, by the SFJ,
says: “We are writing to you today
to alert you that Indian agencies
might orchestrate and perpetrate
violent incident on Kashmiri Pun-
dit community in the Indian occu-

pied Jammu and Kashmir during
or on the heels of upcoming G20
Summit and blame it on Pakistan
in order to defame her as well

as to vilify the freedom
movement of the
Kashmiri Muslims
who are already

SIKHS FOR
JUSTICE

living under Indian occupation in
the conditions which have been
categorised as ‘Brink of Geno-
cide’ by the Genocide Watch.
https://www.genocidewatch.com/
single-post/kashmir-is-on-the-
brink-of-genocide-warns-ameri-
can-scholar Your excellency, our
concern regarding India’s plan
to orchestrate a violent incident
during G20 is supported by In-
dia’s pattern and practice from

the past.” The letter adds: “On
March 20, 2000, on the event
of President Bill Clinton’s visit
to India, 35 Sikhs were brutally
massacred in Chittisinghpora,
Anantnag, Kashmir. India instant-
ly blamed Pakistan for the massa-
cre. However, later investigations
and confessional statements from
the high-ranking Indian Army of-
ficer revealed that the massacre
was planned and perpetrated by
the Indian Army. In 2017, Lt Gen
Retired KS Gill who was part of
the investigation in an interview
admitted that the Indian Army
was involved in the massacre.”
Since the illegal Annexation of
Jammu and Kashmir by the Modi
Government in August 2019, In-
dia’s repression of the Kashmiri
Muslims has increased manifolds
and simultaneously India is at-
tempting to whitewash its ongo-
ing crimes against Kashmiris by
orchestrating incidents to divert

the attention and blame Pakistan
for supporting terrorism.

However, Pakistan’s position on
Kashmir and its support is une-
quivocally for Kashmiri people’s
right to self-determination as
guaranteed in the UN Resolution.
Pakistan’s position is further re-
affirmed by Foreign Minister Bi-
lawal Bhutto’s most recent state-
ment, “Unless India reviews the
action it took on August 5, 2019,
Pakistan is not in a position to en-
gage bilaterally with India, given
during the SCO meeting. India is
also trying to create before the
world community a semblance
of legitimacy for its illegal occu-
pation and annexation of Jammu
and Kashmir which is a UN-desig-
nated disputed territory subject
to resolution via plebiscite. We,
therefore, urge you to Boycott
G20 Summit in Kashmir to save
the Kashmiri Pandits from Indi-
an-orchestrated violence.”

SEA Games: AFC

probes 'acts of violence'

played between under-23 sides. he final
had been billed as a chance for Indone-
sia to restore some pride to its foothall
following a deadly stadium disaster and
the loss of hosting the Under-20 World
Cup. But the game will be remembered
for the scenes that began in the 97th
minute when Thailand - who had been
2-0 down - scored to make it 2-2 and
force extra time. Thai officials celebrat-
ed their late leveller by running over
to the Indonesia bench, prompting
the first melee. When Indonesia took
the lead back early in extra time, their
officials returned the favour, with even
more incendiary results. Sumardji,
a member of the team staff who like
many Indonesians goes by one name,
told TVOne that their players "returned
the provocation and I chased them and
shouted Don't!" "But suddenly I got
hit here (his mouth) and I fell down."
Kicks were landed as well as punches.
Both teams had a player sent off, and
members of their coaching staff were
also dismissed. As the Thai team's dis-
cipline crumbled, another two of their
players were sent off during extra time
for second yellow cards. The Thai foot-
ball association said it would punish an-
yone found to have been in the wrong.
"The FA of Thailand must apologise for
the clash on the touchline,” it said in
a statement, adding it would "set up a
committee to investigate those involved
as soon as possible and will take deci-

WEB DESK

PHNOM PENH: The Asian Football
Confederation said on Wednesday
that it was investigating "acts of vio-
lence" after two mass brawls and four
red cards marred the men's final of
the Southeast Asian Games. Indo-
nesia defeated Thailand 5-2 in extra
time on Tuesday in the Cambodian
capital Phnom Penh in a match that
saw clashes between players and
coaches of both sides. Thailand, who
have since apologised and launched
their own investigation, ended the
bad-tempered final with eight players

on the field. One of those sent off
was goalkeeper Soponwit Rakyart af-
ter he ran half the length of the pitch
to deliver a diving punch to an Indo-
nesian opponent. "The AFC is disap-
pointed with the disorderly incidents
at the SEA Games football final," a
spokesperson for the governing body

for football in Asia said.

"The AFC underlines the importance
of fair play, mutual respect and sports-
manship, and takes a zero tolerance
approach towards all such acts of vio-
lence, which threaten the physical in-
tegrity of players and officials." Men's
football at the biennial SEA Games is

sive measures".

Not ready for bilateral
series with Pakistan

NEW DELHI: The Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) is not ready to play any kind of bilateral series with

Pak-India
drawn in the
same group

Shehroze Kashif
breaks another
world record

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's Shehroze Kashif became the
youngest climber of the world to summit 12 peaks of above
8000-metre height on Wednesday after he successfully as-
cended Nepal's Mount Dhaulagiri (8167m), the seventh
highest peak of the world, Karrar Haidri, secretary Alpine
Club of Pakistan said in a statement. "Shehroze's determi-
nation, courage, and passion for mountaineering have ena-
bled him to achieve this incredible feat, and we could not be
prouder of his achievement. BARD Foundation is proud to
be a part of his incredible journey," the BARD Foundation,
which sponsors Shehroze's expeditions, said in a statement.
"Mount Dhaulagiri, located in the western part of Nepal,
is known for its challenging and unpredictable terrain. But
Shehroze's unwavering commitment to his goal, combined
with his physical and mental strength, has propelled him to
the summit of this incredible mountain," it added.

Born on March 11, 2002, Shehroze made history by be-
coming the youngest climber in the world to summit K2
on July 27, 2021. He also became the youngest Pakistani
to summit Mount Everest on May 11, 2021. After the
successful summit of Mount Everest, the Sports Board
Punjab made him the youth ambassador of the province.
He summited Broad Peak at the age of 17, after which
he was called 'The Broad Boy'. Shehroze started climb-
ing mountains at the age of 11 with Makra Peak being
the first one, followed by Musa ka Musalla and Chem-
bra Peak at 12, Mingli Sar in Shimshal at 13, Khurdopin
Pass at 15, and Khosar Gang in alpine style at 18 years
of age. He currently holds two Guinness World Records
for being the youngest to climb K2 and the youngest
to climb Broad Peak. On May 5, 2022, he became the
youngest in the world and the first Pakistani to reach the
summit of Kangchenjunga - the third-highest peak in the
world. On May 16, 2022, Shehroze summited the world's
fourth-highest peak, Mount Lhotse (8,516m), in Nepal.
On November 1, 2022, he was recognized by Guinness
World Records for the year 2023 for summiting Mount
Everest and K2. - APP

Mountaineer Naila
Kiani to be conferred

Pakistan, Indian media reported citing sources. In a con-
versation with The Sydney Morning Herald today, Sethi en-
dorsed the idea of playing a Test series against arch-rivals
India at a neutral venue. "Yes, I think bilateral Test matches
can be played in Australia, England, South Africa," Sethi said.
"But I think the best bet would be England, and following
that Australia. If you can get a house full in any of the Aus-
tralian stadiums, fine, that would be great," he added. While
reacting to this interview, Indian media reported that BCCI
has no plans to play any bilateral series against Pakistan.
"No plans for such kind of series to happen in the future or
upcoming days. We aren't ready for any kind of bilateral se-
ries with Pakistan," Indian media outlet quoted BCCI source.
Pakistan and India haven't played bilateral series in
any format since 2012-13. Pakistan last toured India for
ODI and T20I series. The two arch-rivals played a Test
against each other back in 2007. After the terror attack
on the Sri Lankan team in Lahore in 2009, doors to host-
ing international cricket were closed for Pakistan. No
cricket was played in Pakistan for almost six years until
Zimbabwe toured Pakistan in 2015. Pakistan used to play
all of their matches in the UAE during this time period.
Currently, the two countries continue to have a deadlock
on Asia Cup 2023. BCCI has refused to send their team
to Pakistan for the Asia Cup, which is set to take place
in September this year, and is keen on ensuring that the
event is held at a neutral venue. However, the PCB is not
interested in hosting the event outside Pakistan since
it would affect its efforts with regards to the return of
international cricket in the country. - Agencies

BANGALORE:  Archrivals
Pakistan and India have been
drawn in the same group of
the South Asian Football Fed-
eration (SAFF) Champion-
ship 2023, set to be played in
Bangalore, India next month.
Pakistan and India have been
drawn into the Group A of
the tournament alongside Ku-
wait and Nepal. Meanwhile,
Group B consists of Maldives,
Bhutan, Bangladesh and Leb-
anon. Sri Lanka will be miss-
ing out on the tournament
due to the FIFA ban.
However, Pakistan’s participa-
tion in the event is subject to
government approval due to
security concerns in India. Ac-
cording to sources, Pakistan
Football Federation (PFF)
has already written a letter
to the government, seeking
their permission for partic-
ipating in the tournament.
Meanwhile, PFF is preparing
to attend the event and they
are hoping to get the govern-
ment’s approval. — Agencies

with Sitara-e-Imtiaz

ISLAMA-
BAD: Paki-
stan Prime
Minister
Shehbaz
Sharif  has
approved
conferment
of country's
third-high-
est civilian
award,  Si-
tara-e-Imtiaz,
on renowned
mountaineer Naila Kiani in recognition of her
achievement of successfully summiting the
world's highest peak, Mount Everest. As per
details, the mountaineer reached the pinna-
cle of the world's highest mountain, scaling
up to 8,849 metres, at 8:02am on Sunday. She
became the second woman from the country
to summit the world's highest peak.

The first female mountaineer from Pakistan
to summit the peak is Samina Baig, who
achieved the feat back in 2013. Kiani also be-
came the first non-Nepalese climber to scale
Mount Everest this mountaineering season.

Meanwhile, Kiani added another feather to
her cap on Tuesday morning when she suc-
cessfully scaled Mount Lhotse in Nepal. Lhot-
se is the fourth highest mountain in the world
at 8,516 metres, after Mount Everest, K2, and
Kangchenjunga. Lhotse is Naila's 6th climb
of over 8000m and she’s the only Pakistani
woman to do so. She has previously scaled
Everest, K2, Annapurna, Gasherbrum I and
Gasherbrum II. According to Karrar Haidri of
Alpine Club of Pakistan, Naila is the first Paki-
stani woman to climb Mount Lhotse and the
country's fastest woman to ascend six peaks
higher than 8,000 metres.

Earlier, Pakistan’s renowned mountaineer
Sajid Sadpara achieved the unique feat of
climbing world’s highest peak Mount Ev-
erest without support of supplementary
oxygen and assistance from Sherpas, who
are considered elite mountain climbers, on
Sunday in Nepal. Sajid aims to climb all 14
eight-thousanders without the aid of sup-
plemental oxygen. He has already summit-
ed K2 (8,611m), Gasherbrum-I (8,080m),
and Gasherbrum-II (8,035m) in Pakistan,
as well as Manaslu (8,163m) in Nepal, with-
out supplemental oxygen. - APP

‘We did It says Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez

SporTS DESK

MADRID: Inter Milan reached
their first Champions League
final for 13 years as Lautaro
Martinez’s sole goal of the
match gave them a 3-0 aggre-
gate win against AC Milan on
Tuesday. Inter will undoubted-
ly be the underdogs against ei-
ther Real Madrid or Manches-
ter City in Istanbul on June 10,
but the way they managed both
legs of this all-Milan tie sug-
gests they will be hard to beat.
The key moment of the night
at the San Siro came when Ar-
gentinian Martinez exchanged
passes with substitute Romelu
Lukaku and drilled a shot from
inside the penalty area that
Milan goalkeeper Mike Maig-
nan allowed in at his near post.
Martinez, Inter’s captain,

hailed the cohesion of his team
over the two matches against
their city rivals. “What counts
is the squad. I experienced it
at the World Cup (with Argenti-
na),” he said. “It makes it easy
if you have a united squad with
everyone pulling in the same
direction. It means you get
to play these very important
matches in the best possible
way.”

He added: “After winning the
World Cup and experienc-
ing what is the pinnacle for a
player I knew we could reach
this final, and we did it.” His
goal effectively killed off the
tie. Trailing 2-0 from the first
leg, Milan had pushed hard in
the first half, spearheaded by
Rafael Leao who shot across
the goal and past the post with
one of his side’s best chanc-
es. Maignan then superbly

dropped to his knees to collect
Edin Dzeko’s glancing header
from Hakan Calhanoglu’ spacy
free-kick. Lukaku’s introduc-

tion in the second half proved
the spark that Inter needed
to extend their lead. Absent
for much of the season with
injuries and with a damaged

reputation following a disas-
trous World Cup with Belgium,
Lukaku has slowly worked his
way back to his best. The for-
ward on loan from Chelsea
immediately caused problems
in the Milan defence and cre-
ated Martinez’s goal to guar-
antee their place in their first
Champions League final since
the last time they won Euro-
pean club football’s biggest
prize under Jose Mourinho
in 2010. “Tuttia Istanbul”,
the joyous Inter fans sang
with the Nerazzurri now one
game away from a fourth
Champions League title.

Inter coach Simone Inzaghi said:
“It’s a dream come true. We al-
ways believed we could do it, we
have had an extraordinary jour-
ney (to the final). “What pleased
me? Everything. The running,
the determination, the concen-

tration... they were very good.”
Facing Inzaghi’s men will be ei-
ther Manchester City or record
14-time winners Real Madrid,
with that semi-final finely poised
at 1-1 ahead of Wednesday’s de-
cider at City’s Etihad Stadium.
“We're going to have to give it
our all,” Martinez said.

Milan’s coach Stefano Pioli
was left to contemplate a harsh
ending to “a terrific” run to
the last four. “It’s normal to be
disappointed after losing in the
semi-final, especially in a der-
by. “The players gave their all
in both legs but Inter deserved
it. They played better than us,
winning both matches.

“Given our journey and what
we’ve done over the past three
years it would have been fabu-
lous to get to the final. But we
didn’t make it, that’s a massive
disappointment.”

From Pace 01
Pakistan who would be ex-
empted from the process at
Saudi airports. In the first
phase, the service would be
available at the Islamabad
International Airport where
around 26,000 pilgrims
would benefit from the fa-
cility. The Saudi authorities
assured that the facility
would later be extended to
Karachi and Lahore airports
as well. Pakistan and Saudi
Arabia also signed the joint
minutes of the meeting in
which they discussed the
issuance of Pakistani pass-
ports to the Burmese Mus-
lims residing in Saudi Ara-
bia on Pakistani passports.
According to the details, the
passports of the Burmese
Muslims were not renewed
after 2012 which created
some difficulties for them
in the Kingdom. Under the
arrangement, the Burmese
Muslims and their children
would be issued passports
to improve their legal sta-
tus in Saudi Arabia. As per
the discussion, a bilateral
committee would be formed
comprising the representa-
tives of Saudi Arabia and the
interior ministry to work out
early issuance of the docu-
ments to the Burmese Mus-
lims. Following the signing
ceremony, Prime Minister
Shehbaz presented a sou-
venir to the Saudi dignitary
who also reciprocated the
gesture by presenting a me-
mento the prime minister.

May 9
events:
PM holds...

From Pace 01
“Haqeeqi Azadi” aimed at
inciting them for violence
that we witnessed on May
9. The Prime Minister
called for listening to the
speeches of Imran Khan for
getting answers.

Imran says
will not
resist...

From Pace 01
which it was depicted that 70
per cent of people supported
PTI. “The party which has
70% popularity you cannot
finish it. PDM only wants to
pit army against PTL. Every-
one should realise what is
happening and have some
sense,” he added. “This
(confrontation between PTI
and military) will cause a
huge backlash which would
be damaging to the coun-
try,” he added. Imran said
that his party workers tried
to stop people from burning
down the fighter jet model
erracted at Jahaz Chowk in
Mianwali but the miscreants
did not stop. “We’re going to
the high court soon to form
a judicial commission as we
have evidence now. We saw
people everywhere who
did not belong to our party
and had pistols. They were
instigating people to attack
the Corp Commander’s
house,” he claimed.

All roads
leading...

FroMm PacGe 01

gave a 24-hour ultimatum
to Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) to hand over ‘terror-
ists’, who attacked Army
installations after the arrest
of former prime minister
Imran Khan, hiding in Zam-
an Park. “30 to 40 terror-
ists who attacked Army in-
stallations including Jinnah
House are present in Zam-
an Park,” Punjab Caretaker
Information Minister Aamir
Mir said while addressing
a press conference. The
Punjab minister said that
the agencies were able to
confirm the presence of the
“terrorists” in Zaman Park
through geo-fencing. “The
intelligence report that has
come is very alarming,”
said Mir. “Handover the ter-
rorists within 24 hours or
the law will take its course.”

Pak-Iran
leaders...

From Pace 01
point on Thursday (18 May)
the Foreign Office said
Wednesday. One of the six
border markets to be con-
structed along Pak-Iran com-
mon border, the Mand-Pish-
in Border  Sustenance
Marketplace will provide
a thriving platform for in-
creasing cross-border trade,
fostering economic growth
and opening up new avenues
of opportunity for local busi-
nesses, a statement said.
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Poland hands
over 10 jets
to Ukraine

WARSAW: Poland has deliv-
ered “almost all” its MiG-29
jet aircraft to Ukraine, Pol-
ish President Andrzej Duda
said on Wednesday.
Speaking to reporters in
Iceland’s capital Reykja-
vik, where the Council of
Europe summit is taking
place, Duda said: “We are in
the vanguard of countries,
after the US and UK, when
it comes to transferring
arms to Ukraine.”

Defense Minister Mariusz
Blaszczak said last week
that Poland was ready to
hand over the 10 MiG-29
fighters to Ukraine.

In April, Poland and Slova-
kia became the first West-
ern countries to announce
the shipment of 41 MiG-29s
to Ukraine. Slovakia has
sent 13 aircraft, including
four in operational condi-
tion. Some of these aircraft
will reportedly be used for
spare parts. The planes
were used by the Ukrainian
air force before the start of
the conflict.

There has been no decision
to provide Ukraine with
modern Western jets like
F-16, Gripen, or F/A-18
Hornets. Poland planned
to transfer MiG-29s to
Ukraine at the beginning
of the war, with Warsaw
suggesting it could hand
over the planes to the US
or NATO, who would then
make the decision to move
them to Ukraine.

The fighters served in the
former East Germany dur-
ing the Cold War and were
inherited by the Bunde-
swehr - the German armed
forces. In 2002, Germany
sold them to Poland. In
April, Germany accepted
Poland’s request to provide
Ukraine with five of the So-
viet-built fighters.—APP

Rains in
northern
Italy kill 8

ROME: Exceptional rains
Wednesday in a drought-
struck region of northern
Italy swelled rivers over
their banks, killing at least
eight people, forcing the
evacuation of thousands and
prompting officials to warn
that Italy needs a nation-
al plan to combat climate
change-induced flooding.
The heavy rains also forced
Formula One to cancel this
weekend’s Emilia-Romagna
Grand Prix to not overtax
emergency crews that were
already stretched thin in
responding to the rivers of
mud that have torn through
the region, wreaking hav-
oc on infrastructure and
homes. Days of rainstorms
stretched across a broad
swath of northern Italy and
the Balkans, where “apoc-
alyptic” floods, landslides
and evacuations were also
reported in Croatia, Bosnia
and Slovenia.

The vice president of Emil-
ia-Romagna, Irene Priolo,
said eight people were
killed and others unac-
counted for in flooding that
forced the evacuation of
more than 10,000 people.
Italian Civil Protection
Minister Nello Musumeci
called for a new nationwide
hydraulic engineering plan
to adapt to the impact of in-
creasing incidents of floods
and landslides.—APP

German
police raid
office of
Turkish daily
Sabah

BERLIN: German police
raided the office of the
Turkish  language daily
Sabah, employees of the
newspaper told Anadolu on
Wednesday.

Senior journalists Ismail
Erel and Cemil Albay were
arrested by the police, and
searches were carried out
at their homes in the city of
Frankfurt, sources said.
Fatih Zingal, a lawyer rep-
resenting the newspaper,
said according to initial in-
formation, the two journal-
ists were arrested upon a
complaint by the followers
of the Fetullah Terrorist Or-
ganization (FETO).
“German authorities could
have invited journalists and
directed their questions
about this complaint. In-
stead of this, they ar-
rested them and seized
their mobile phones and
laptops,” he said.

Zingal stressed that
Erel and Albay are pro-
fessional journalists,
and their arrest simply
for their journalist work
is completely unaccept-
able.—APP

For the first time

Global warming likely to
breach 1.5C threshold

Jemilah Mahmood, a physician and expert at the Malaysia Climate Action Council, told Al Jazeera: “I think
that the risk is real for everyone, whether you live in the northern hemisphere or the developing world

LONDON: It is near certain
that the next five years will
be the warmest period ever
recorded, the United Na-
tions has warned, as green-
house gases and El Nino
combine to send tempera-
tures soaring.

For the first time, global
temperatures are now more
likely than not to breach 1.5
degrees Celsius (2.7 de-
grees Fahrenheit) of warm-
ing until 2027, the World
Meteorological ~Organiza-
tion said on Wednesday.
But that did not necessar-
ily mean the world would
cross the long-term warm-
ing threshold of 1.5C above
pre-industrial levels set out
in the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment.

The WMO found that an

El Nino weather pattern
expected to develop in the
next few months could have
an effect.

The cooling La Nina con-
ditions over the past three
years, which ended in
March 2023, have restrict-
ed the rise in global tem-
peratures.

But the El Nino natural phe-
nomenon will see waters in
the tropical Pacific heat the
atmosphere above, spiking
global temperatures.

It “will combine with
human-induced climate
change to push global tem-
perature into uncharted
territory”, and WMO Secre-
tary-General Petteri Taalas.
“This will have farreaching
repercussions for health,
food security, water man-

agement and the environ-
ment. We need to be pre-
pared.”

Jemilah Mahmood, a phy-
sician and expert at the
Malaysia Climate Action
Council, told Al Jazeera: “I
think that the risk is real
for everyone, whether you
live in the northern hem-
isphere or the develop-
ing world. “No amount of
work and advocacy in the
climate space is enough,
when we have governance
that is favouring fossil fuel
production. We need to
re-examine why there is
so much inaction.”

She said the WMO report
left her feeling “angry”.
“We are facing what the
UN has called an uncer-
tainty complex. How can

we accept this growing
number year on year and
wonder why humanitarian
needs are increasing?”
With a 66 percent chance
of temporarily reaching
1.5C by 2027, “it’s the
first time in history that
its more likely than not
that we will exceed 1.5C”,
said Adam Scaife, the head
of long-range prediction at
Britain’s Met Office Had-
ley Centre who worked on
the WMO’s latest Annual
to Decadal Climate Up-
date.

The WMO also found a 98
percent chance that one
of the next five years will
be the hottest on record,
surpassing 2016, which
saw global temperatures
affected by about 1.3C of

warming.

Unlike the UN Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change’s climate
projections, which are
based on future green-
house gas emissions, the
WMO’s predictions are
made on long-range weath-
er forecasts.

“There’s been flooding in
many parts of the world,
there’s been droughts
across the world, [and]
they are increasing in
frequency these extreme
temperatures,” Leon Her-
manson, a Met Office sci-
entist who worked on the
report, told Al Jazeera.
“We’re even seeing ex-
treme snowfall in regions,
because although it needs
to be cold to snow, there

are also more areas which
previously were too cold
to have much moisture in
the air - and now they’re
seeing a lot of snow.”

The 2015 Paris Agreement
set out long-term goals to
guide countries to reduce
gas emissions and limit
the global temperature in-
crease in this century to
2C, while working towards
a greater limit of 1.5C.

But the likelihood of tem-
porarily exceeding 1.5C
has increased over time as
human-induced greenhouse
gasses have led to increased
ocean heating, sea ice and
glacier melting.

Between 2017 and 2021,
there was a 10 percent
chance of exceeding the
1.5C threshold. —Agencies

Iran, Russia sign deal on
construction of Rasht-Astara railway

The Russian president, for his part, said the Rasht-Astara railway
would help connect Russian ports on the Baltic Sea with Iranian
ports in the Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf

New DEskK

TEHRAN: Iran and Russia
have signed an agreement
on the construction of the
Rasht-Astara railway, a
strategic transport corridor
that connects the existing
railways of the two coun-
tries and Azerbaijan.
Iranian transport minister
Mehrdad Bazrpash and his
Russian counterpart Vitaly
Savelyev put their signa-
tures on the deal worth $1.6
billion during a ceremony in
Tehran on Wednesday.
Iran’s President Ebrahim
Raeisi and his Russian
counterpart oversaw the
event in person and via vid-

eo-link.

The 162-kilometer railway
will connect the Iranian city
of Rasht, near the Caspian
Sea, to Astara on the bor-
der with Azerbaijan.

The project, which is aimed
at integrating the transport
and information routes of
Russia, Azerbaijan, Iran
and India, is carried out
within the framework of the
International North-South
Transport Corridor (IN-
STC). Addressing the cere-
mony, Raeisi described the
agreement as “an impor-
tant and strategic step in
the direction of Iran-Russia
cooperation,” adding that
it will help boost trade and
economy in the region.

“Iran and Russia are coop-
erating in different fields.
Today’s [railway construc-
tion] deal is one of the man-
ifestations of cooperation
not only between the two
countries, but also other
states on the path of the
INSTC,” he said.

“The INSTC will bene-
fit all regional states as
it will establish friend-
ship, convergence and
commercial cooperation
between the countries
in East Asia, as well as
those in the Caucasus
and North Europe.”

The Iranian chief exec-
utive also noted that ne-
gotiations were held 20
years ago about the deal,

but its signing was post-
poned. The Russian pres-
ident, for his part, said
the Rasht-Astara railway
would help connect Rus-
sian ports on the Baltic
Sea with Iranian ports in
the Indian Ocean and the
Persian Gulf.

“The unique North-South
transport  artery, of
which the Rasht-Astara
railway will become a
part, will help to signif-
icantly diversify global
traffic flows,” he added.
Putin further expressed
hope for the exchange of
foodstuff and other goods
between the Caspian Sea
and Persian Gulf countries
through the INSTC.

Webb Telescope makes
water discovery
in asteroid belt

NEW YORK: The James Webb Space Telescope has made
the first discovery of water located in the solar system’s
main asteroid belt, which scientists believe may be the
source of the Earth’s oceans. The discovery could give
scientists insight into how the world’s oceans were
formed, US space agency NASA said in a statement to
media outlets. Astronomers using the $10 billion Webb
telescope’s near-infrared spectrograph instrument have
confirmed that water vapor is present around Comet
238P/Read, which orbits between the gas giant Jupiter
and our neighbor Mars. The discovery confirms the view
that icy water can be preserved in the hotter asteroid belt
orbiting Jupiter, NASA said, and form the source of water
on Earth through asteroids that fell to Earth during the
early stages of its formation billions of years ago, long
before there were any humans. Water near a star is in
gaseous form and may have separated from Earth-like,
rocky planets in formation, indicating that some astrono-
mers think that comets are the source of water on Earth,
according to research published in the prestigious journal
Nature. “As far as we know, it is still a mystery how the
water on our Earth, the only planet in the universe that

”

contains life, got here,

said Stefanie Milam, a scientist

working at the Webb Planetary Science Project. Milam said
comprehending the water distribution in the solar system
aids in our understanding of other planetary systems and
their potential to sustain Earth-like planets.—Agencies

Ecuador’s president
dissolves congress amid
impeachment trial

QUITO: Ecuadoran President Guillermo Lasso, who is
weathering impeachment proceedings in congress over
alleged corruption, issued a decree Wednesday dissolving
the legislature. The decree released abruptly by the un-
popular conservative president’s office states that Lasso
is dissolving the opposition-led National Assembly “due to
a grave political crisis and national commotion.” In dissolv-
ing congress, Lasso also called upon the National Electoral
Council (CNE) to call new elections.

It is the first time a president in Ecuador has dissolved the
legislature. By law, within seven days of the publication of
this decree, the CNE must convene new presidential and
legislative elections to finish out the current term. Until
a new National Assembly is sworn in, Lasso is able to rule
by decree, with checks by the constitutional court. Lasso’s
impeachment trial opened in congress on Tuesday, amid a
spike in violence related to drug trafficking in the South
American country and widespread anger over the rising
cost of living. Lasso is very unpopular.

The majority left-wing opposition has accused Lasso of
knowing about alleged corruption in state owned compa-
nies, in which his brother-in-law Danilo Carrera and a busi-
nessman accused of drug trafficking have been implicated.
Speaking on state television Wednesday, Lasso defended
his decision to dissolve the National Assembly.

“It is a democratic decision not only because it is constitu-
tional but because it returns to the Ecuadoran people the
possibility to decide,” Lasso said, referencing the new elec-
tions. Ecuador’s congress tried to impeach Lasso in June,
at a time of violent protests against the rising cost of living,
but came up 12 votes short.—APP

»
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KARACHI: Javed Alam Odho Karachi Police Chief with Daily “Islamabad Post and Centerline”,
Karachi Bureau Chief Nazir Siyal. He discussed various challenges of law and order as well
security issues, especially after terrorist attack on KPO. —DNA

China envoy, in Kyiv, eyes talks with Zelensky

Created by the 46-nation Council of Europe, it sets up an evidentiary record ahead of a possible future
prosecution of Russian leaders, laying the groundwork for compensation. Marija Pejcinovic Buric,

secretary general of the Council of Europe, said that by early Wednesday 40 countries had signed onto
the creation of the register, including the United States and all other G7 nations
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KYIV: President Volodymyr
Zelensky was expected on
Wednesday to receive a special
envoy from China who arrived
in Kyiv to promote Beijing-led
negotiations to end the war in
Ukraine.

In Kyiv, officials also sought to
allay fears that Russian forces
destroyed a US-supplied Patriot
air defence system, saying the
powerful weapon was in oper-
ation. China’s special envoy, Li
Hui, arrived in the Ukrainian
capital on Tuesday for two days
of talks with authorities, part of
a European tour to promote Bei-
jing’s plan to settle the conflict
with Russia.

A high-ranking Ukrainian official
told AFP on condition of ano-
nymity that a meeting between
Zelensky and Li was “possible in
the afternoon.”

Li, the highest-ranking Chinese

diplomat to visit the war-torn
country since Moscow invaded
in February 2022, arrived in
Kyiv three weeks after Zelensky
spoke by telephone to Chinese
leader Xi Jinping.

On Tuesday Kyiv warned that
Ukraine did not need “mediation
for the sake of mediation.”
“Ending the war with a compro-
mise at the expense of Ukraine
will not work,” a senior Ukrain-
ian official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, told AFP.
Beijing has said the aim of the
tour is to “communicate with all
parties on the political settle-
ment of the Ukrainian crisis”.
Xi, who has aimed to position
China as a neutral mediator, and
visited Moscow in March, has
been criticised for refusing to
condemn the Kremlin’s attack
on its neighbour. In Iceland, a
meeting of European leaders
agreed to establish a “register of
damages” to record the wartime
harm and destruction wrought

by Russia in Ukraine.

Created by the 46-nation Council
of Europe, it sets up an eviden-
tiary record ahead of a possible
future prosecution of Russian
leaders, laying the groundwork
for compensation.

Marija Pejcinovic Buric, sec-
retary general of the Council
of Europe, said that by early

Wednesday 40 countries had
signed onto the creation of the
register, including the United
States and all other G7 nations.
It was a “first, necessary, ur-
gent step” ensuring “justice
that is centred on the victims”
of the war, she said on arriv-
al at the second day of the
summit in Iceland. Ukrainian
Prime Minister Denys Shmygal
hailed the “historic decision,”
saying it would help “establish
justice.”On the ground “fierce”
battles raged for the eastern
town of Bakhmut, Ukraine’s
army said. “The enemy con-
tinues to conduct offensive ac-
tions,” the General Staff said
in its daily report. Regional
authorities said that Russian
shelling in the small hours of
Wednesday damaged a nine-sto-
rey residential building in the
southern city of Kherson but
no one was injured. On Tues-
day, the Russian defence min-
istry said its forces had struck

a Patriot system in Kyiv with a
Kinzhal hypersonic missile.

On Wednesday, Ukraine con-
tradicted that claim, saying a
US-supplied Patriot air defence
system continued to operate
in Ukraine. “Don’t worry, all
is fine with the Patriot,” air
force spokesman Yury Ignat
told AFP. He declined to say if
the sophisticated system had
been damaged. “The Patriot is
in service,” Ignat added. “All is
well.”

Kyiv received the first ship-
ments of the American-made
Patriot surface-to-air missile
system in April.

Kyiv announced Ukraine’s air
defence shot down six of Rus-
sia’s hypersonic missiles, but
Russian Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu rejected that claim.
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin, who unveiled the Kinzhal
in 2018, has termed it “an ideal
weapon” that is extremely diffi-
cult to intercept.

Sarkozy
loses anpeal
against
sentence

PARIS: A Paris court of ap-
peals upheld former French
President Nicolas Sarkozy’s
three-year prison sentence
on Wednesday, denying his
appeal against a 2021 cor-
ruption and influence ped-
dling conviction, according
to media reports.

Sarkozy, who led the coun-
try in 2007-2012, and his
lawyer Thierry Herzog
were accused of bribing Gil-
bert Azibert, a former judge
in the Court of Cassation, in
2014 to give them informa-
tion about a judiciary inves-
tigation.

In exchange, Sarkozy prom-
ised the judge a prestigious
position in Monaco, accord-
ing to the daily Le Monde.
The court sentenced the
former president to three
years in jail, with two years
suspended, on March 1,
2021, said broadcaster BF-
MTV.

Sarkozy sought to get the
verdict overturned but the
Paris Court of Appeal con-
firmed the sentence, which
applies to the other two de-
fendants as well.—APP

Lawyer who
led Babri
Mosque case
died
NEW DELHI: A Muslim
lawyer, Zafaryab Jilani,
who represented the Mus-
lim side in the 1992 Babri
Mosque case at Indian
courts, passed away on
Wednesday at the age of 73.
“He (Zafaryab Jilani) was
not keeping well for some
time now. He passed away
today,” Maulana Khalid
Rasheed Firangi Mahali, a
cleric in the Lucknow city
of northern Uttar Pradesh

state, said.

On Dec. 6, 1992, the Babri
Mosque in the northern
Indian city of Ayodhya was
torn down by Hindu hard-
liners who claimed the site
was the birthplace of their
Lord Ram.

In 2019, after years of lit-
igation, India’s top court
ruled that the historical
site of the early 16th cen-
tury Babri Mosque will be
handed over to Hindus for
the construction of the Ram
temple.

Jilani was also the convener
of the Babri Masjid Action
Committee - an advoca-
cy group of Muslims that
fought the legal battle for
several years for the owner-
ship of Babri Mosque in the
city of Ayodhya.

He was known as someone
who emerged as the “eyes
and ears” of the Babri
Mosque case.

M.R. Shamshad, the law-
yer-on-record from the Su-
preme Court of India who
worked with Jilani in the
Babri litigation, told Anad-
olu that Jilani “devoted his
entire life to ensure that
community litigations are
contested with diligence.”
“His contribution to the
Babri Mosque litigation was
tremendous. The history of
Babri Mosque will not be
complete without mention-
ing his role in it,” he said.
Jilani, also the secretary of
the All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board - a repre-
sentative body for Indian
Muslims - had suffered a
brain hemorrhage in 2021.
Born in 1950 in India’s
northern Uttar Pradesh
state, Jilani studied law and
was associated with several
non-governmental organiza-
tions as well.—Agencies

11M Brits

struggling

to pay bills,
debts

LONDON: Nearly 11 mil-
lion adults in Britain are
struggling to pay their bills
and debt, according to new
official figures released on
Wednesday that revealed a
marked rise in people fac-
ing financial difficulties.
According to the Financial
Conduct Authority (FCA),
a notable rise of 3.1 million
more people are encounter-
ing such difficulties in Jan-
uary compared to May last
year, when the figure was
7.8 million.

“The number of adults
who missed bills or loan
payments in at least three
of the last six months has
also gone up by 1.4 million,
from 4.2 million to 5.6 mil-
lion over the same period,”
it also said. Recognizing
the strain on household
budgets due to the escalat-
ing cost of living, the FCA
urged individuals to seek
assistance and support. It
said the increasing cost of
living was significantly af-
fecting the mental well-be-
ing of individuals.—DNA
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Russian missile scientists
face treason accusations

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said he was aware of an open letter from Siberian
scientists in defence of the men, but that the case was a matter for the security services

of,” they said. o o .
President Vladimir Putin has Ukr aln e d e nle S Ru S S 1 a
destroyed Patriot system

boasted that Russia is the global
leader in hypersonic missiles,
capable of travelling at speeds
of up to Mach 1(.) (12,250 kph) KYIV: Ukraine denied on Wednesday that a Russian hyperson-
to evade enemy air .de.fences. On ic missile had destroyed a U.S.-made Patriot missile defence
Tuesday, Ukraine §a1d it had man- system during an air strike on Kyiv. Russia’s defence ministry
aged_to desﬁroy SIX of the weap- made the assertion on Tuesday after an overnight air attack
ons in a single n1ght, athough on the Ukrainian capital. Two U.S. officials later said a Patriot
Russia Fhsputed this. Not1ces_ of system had probably suffered damage but that it did not appear
academic conferences stretching to have been destroyed. “I want to say: do not worry about the
back over many years show the fate of the Patriot,” Ukrainian air force spokesperson Yuriy
arreste d scientists were frequent Ihnat told Ukrainian television. He ruled out the possibility of
participants. In 2012, Maslov and a Russian “Kinzhal” missile knocking out a Patriot system. “De-
Shiplyuk pre;sented the results stroying the system with some kind of ‘Kinzhal’, it’s impossible.
f)f an experiment on hypersqn- Everything that they say there, it can remain in their propa-
ic missile design at a seminar in ganda archive,” he said. The Patriot system is one of an array
Tours, France. In 2016, all three of sophisticated air defence units supplied by the West to help
were among the 'auth01;s of a Ukraine repel Russian air strikes following Moscow’s invasion
boqk chapter ent;tled Hyp_er— last year. It is considered one of the most advanced U.S. air de-
sonic Short—Dufatmn Facilities fence systems, including against aircraft, cruise missiles and
for Aerodynamic Research at ballistic missiles, and typically includes launchers along with
radar and other support vehicles. Russian President Vladimir
Putin has touted the Kinzhal missile as proof that his country
has world-beating military hardware.—Agecneis

Chinafines
comedy
troupe $2m
for military
joke
BEIJING: A Chinese come-
dy troupe has been slapped
with a 14.7m yuan ($2.1m;
£1.7m) penalty over a joke
about the military that in-
voked a slogan from Pres-
ident Xi Jinping. The quip,
which likened the behav-
iour of a comedian’s dogs to
military conduct, irked au-
thorities. They said Shang-
hai Xiaoguo Culture Media
Co and comic Li Haoshi had
“humiliated the people’s
army”. The company ac-
cepted the penalty and ter-

minated Mr Li’s contract.

The offending remark was
made during a stand-up
performance in Beijing on
Saturday, when Mr Li allud-
ed to two canines he had
adopted which were chasing
a squirrel. “Other dogs you
see would make you think
they are adorable. These
two dogs only reminded
me of... ‘Fight to win, forge
exemplary conduct’,” said
Mr Li, whose stage name
is House. The punchline is
part of the slogan that Pres-

Briefs

Ali Zaidi
rebuts
reports of
leaving PTI

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Sindh
chapter president Ali Zaidi
on Wednesday condemned
the attack on military in-
stallations during violent
protests in the country
following Imran Khan’s ar-
rest on May 9. Addressing
a press conference in Ka-
rachi, the PTI leader said
that his political struggle
has always been “peace-
ful”, adding that he was
in custody during the last
few days and did not know
about the violent attacks fol-
lowing Imran Khan’s arrest.
“PTI was not involved in
the vandalism done on the
Corps Commander House,
[Jinnah House]”, he said.
“The reason you can sleep
peacefully at night is be-
cause your borders are be-
ing protected,” he said. He
maintained that those who

chanics in Novosibirsk - said the
materials the scientists had pre-
sented in international forums
had been checked repeatedly to
ensure they did not include re-
stricted information.The cases
showed that “any article or re-
port can lead to accusations of
high treason”, the open letter
said. “In this situation, we are
not only afraid for the fate of our
colleagues. We just do not under-
stand how to continue to do our
job.” The letter also cited the case
of Dmitry Kolker, another Siberi-
an scientist who was arrested last
year on suspicion of state treason
and flown to Moscow despite suf-
fering from advanced pancreatic
cancer. Kolker, a laser specialist,
died two days later.It said such
cases were having a chilling ef-
fect on young Russian scientists.
“Even now, the best students re-
fuse to come to work with us, and
our best young employees are
leaving science.

NEews DEsk

MOSCOW: Three Russian aca-
demics who have worked on hy-
personic missile technology face
“very serious accusations”, the
Kremlin said on Wednesday, in
a treason investigation that has
spread alarm through Russia’s
scientific community.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov said he was aware of an open
letter from Siberian scientists in
defence of the men, but that the
case was a matter for the security
services. In the letter, published
on Monday, colleagues of Anatoly
Maslov, Alexander Shiplyuk and
Valery Zvegintsev protested their
innocence and said the prosecu-
tions threatened to inflict grave
damage on Russian science. “We
know each of them as a patriot
and a decent person who is not
capable of doing what the inves-
tigating authorities suspect them

ITAM, Russia”. The open letter
from their colleagues at ITAM
- the Khristianovich Institute
of Theoretical and Applied Me-

were involved in vandalism
must be held accountable.
“Whoever attacked mil-
itary posts, they should
be held accountable. This
can’t be PTI in any case,”
the former federal minister
added.—DNA

PTI leaders
summoned
in Al-Qadir
trust case

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Accountability Bureau
(NAB) has summoned
former federal ministers
and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leaders in
National Crime Agency
£190m Scandal or Al-Qa-
dir Trust Case, media
reported on Wednesday.
Sources told media that
the accountability watch-
dog has decided to made
PTI leaders - who were
part of PTI cabinet - part
of investigation. In this
regard, the NAB issued
summons notices to for-
mer federal ministers Ali
Zaidi, Shafqat Mehmood,
Hammad Azhar and Zulfi
Bukhari. Meanwhile, the
bureau also summoned
former federal minister
Faisal Vawda in the case.
Furthermore, National
Accountability Bureau
(NAB) has also summoned
Bushra Bibi - wife of for-
mer premier and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
Chairman Imran Khan - in
the Al-Qadir Trust case. A
three-member team of the
anti-graft body reached
Zaman Park to hand over
the summons to Bushra
Bibi for Thursday’s ap-
pearance.—DNA

Ch Shuyjaat
ups the ante

with call for
banning PTI

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Quaid (PML-Q)
supremo Chaudhry Shu-
jaat Hussain criticised on
Wednesday the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), say-
ing that a person claiming
to be the leader incited
the people to indulge in
acts of vandalism.
Speaking to media, Mr
Hussain heaped praise
on Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) Gen Asim Munir,
saying, “Gen Asim Munir
is the leader of the army.
Whoever speaks against
him will target the coun-
try”.
Mentioning about the rally
of the PML-Q to express
solidarity with the army,
Mr Hussain said, “Not
only single party [PML-Q]
is representing the today’s
rally”. The former prime
minister while expressing
his views regarding the
elections said the PML-Q
was convinced from the
first day that elections
should be held simultane-
ously in the country.
Speaking about PTI’s
future, Mr Hussain said,
“Irrespective of the fact
whether the country will
hold elections or not, the
PTI will know its future
soon.” On Tuesday, Pa-
kistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) leader
Chaudhry Sarwar said
that those involved in
the vandalism on May
9 should be brought to
justice.

FM for exploring avenues
in Pakistan-Korea ties

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to
bolster the existing friend-
ly relations between Pa-
kistan and South Korea,
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari met with
South Korea’s Ambassador
to Pakistan, Suh Sangpyo,
on Wednesday.

During the meeting, both
officials highlighted the
longstanding historical ties
between the two nations
and emphasised the poten-
tial for further cooperation
in various fields, particular-

ly technology and trade.
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto expressed his appre-
ciation for the strong bilat-
eral relations and pointed
out the immense opportu-
nities available for South
Korean businesses to invest
in Pakistan.

He underscored that Pa-
kistan’s skilled human re-
sources can greatly benefit
South Korea, and stressed
the need to enhance col-
laboration in this area.
“Pakistan is committed to
providing trained human
resources to South Korea in

diverse fields, and we look
forward to expanding and
strengthening this coopera-
tion,” said Mr Bhutto-Zard-
ari. The discussions also
focused on exploring new
avenues for collaboration
in trade and investment.
Both sides recognized
the untapped potential
and expressed their will-
ingness to further facili-
tate bilateral trade, with
a particular emphasis
on sectors such as tech-
nology. The meeting
between Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and Ambassador

Suh  Sangpyo reflects
the commitment of both
countries to deepen their
ties and explore avenues
for mutual growth and
development. Pakistan
and South Korea have
enjoyed friendly relations
over the years, and this
meeting signifies their
shared desire to build on
the existing partnership.
With Pakistan’s strategic
location and South Ko-
rea’s technological prow-
ess, the prospects for
mutually beneficial col-
laboration are promising.

Hungary blocks

military aid to Ukraine

BUDAPEST: Hungary will continue
to block the disbursement of a new
tranche of European Union military
support to Ukraine until Kyiv re-
moves a Hungarian bank from a list
of international sponsors of Russia’s
war, Hungary’s foreign minister said
Wednesday.

Peter Szijjarto, speaking in Vienna
after a meeting with his Austrian
counterpart, called Ukraine’s recent
listing of OTP Bank “scandalous and
unacceptable,” and said that Hun-
gary wouldn’t approve the release

“On Sept 13, Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz party leader Javed Latif,

in a press conference, accused former prime minister Imran Khan of

‘attacking the basic principles of Islam’ by ‘supporting’ the Ahmadiyya
community while he was in office,” the report pointed out.“

Monr1TorING DESK

WASHINGTON: An annual US report
has once again criticised the Pakistan
Democratic Movement government
for using the blasphemy card against
former prime minister Imran Khan.
The US report on international reli-
gious freedom, which was released
in Washington on Monday, noted that
several political leaders used inflam-
matory religious language to attack
their political rivals last year. The an-
nual report covers 2022 events.

“On Sept 13, Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz party leader Javed Latif, in a
press conference, accused former

dl

of 500 million euros ($543 million)
from the EU’s European Peace Fa-
cility until the bank is removed from
the list. “We cannot support the allo-
cation of another half a billion euros
from the European Peace Facility for
arms transfers to Ukraine, and we
will not give it the green light as long
as OTP is on this particular list,”
Szijjarto said. Earlier this month,
Ukraine’s National Agency on Cor-
ruption Prevention classified OTP
Bank as an international sponsor of
the war over its continued presence

prime minister Imran Khan of ‘attack-
ing the basic principles of Islam’ by
‘supporting’ the Ahmadiyya communi-
ty while he was in office,” the report
pointed out.“Mr Latif accused Khan
of giving interviews to foreign media
in which he promised that Qadianis
[Ahmadis] will be given religious free-
dom,” the report added. The report
also noted that JUI-F leader Maulana
Fazlur Rahman tweeted messages on
Sept 7 calling Mr Khan a “pro-Qadiani”
and a “Jewish agent”. Leaders of the
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf responded by
accusing the government of “spread-
ing religious bigotry and hatred”, the
report added.The US Commission
on International Religious Freedom

in Russia, sparking a backlash from
Hungarian officials.

After the listing of OTP, the banking
group’s Ukrainian branch released a
statement arguing that it had “dras-
tically reduced its presence in the
Russian market,” and that its market
share there had decreased to only
0.17%. Relations between Hungary
and neighboring Ukraine have been
strained by Budapest’s refusal to
supply Kyiv with weapons or to allow
their transfer across the countries’
shared border.—Agencies

(USCIRF), which compiles the annual
report, raised this issue in its initial
report as well, which was released on
May 1, noting that “the new govern-
ment under Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif, which took office in April 2022,
weaponised the country’s blasphemy
laws against Mr Khan and his cabinet
members”.

The issue was also raised at a US State
Department news briefing earlier this
month when Spokesperson Vedant
Patel said the United States “strongly
oppose(s) laws that impede the ability
of any individuals ... to choose a faith,
practice a faith, change their religion,
not have a religion, or tell others about

their religious beliefs and practices”.

Erdogan: Grain
deal extended
for two months

UNITED NATIONS: The
Ukraine Black Sea grain
deal has been extend-
ed for two more month,
Turkish President Tayyip
Erdogan said on Wednes-
day, one day before Rus-
sia could have quit the
pact over obstacles to its
grain and fertiliser ex-
ports. The flow of ships
through the corridor had
been grinding to a halt
during the last few days
with the deal apparently
set to expire on Thurs-
day. Earlier on Wednes-
day, the last remaining
ship registered to trav-
el through the corridor
had left a Ukrainian
port. U.N. data showed
that the DSM Capella
had left the Ukrainian
port of Chornomorsk
carrying 30,000 tonnes
of corn and was on its
way to Turkey. “The
Black Sea grain corridor
deal has been extended
by two months with the
efforts of Turkey,” Erdo-
gan said in a televised
speech, also thanking
the Russian and Ukraini-
an leaders and U.N. Sec-
retary General Antonio
Guterres for their help.
A spokeswoman for Rus-

PATT

AND MODERN HUES

sia’s Foreign Ministry
said they would be com-
menting later on the re-
ported extension.

The United Nations and
Turkey brokered the
Black Sea deal for an
initial 120 days in July
last year to help tackle
a global food crisis that
has been aggravated
by Moscow’s invasion
of Ukraine, one of the
world’s leading grain ex-
porters. Moscow agreed
to extend the Black Sea
pact for a further 120
days in November, but
then in March it agreed
to a 60 day extension -
until May 18 - unless a
list of demands regard-
ing its own agricultur
al exports was met. To
convince Russia in July to
allow Black Sea grain ex-
ports, the United Nations
agreed at the same time
to help Moscow with its
own agricultural ship-
ments for three years.
“There are still a lot of
open questions regarding
our part of the deal. Now
a decision will have to be
taken,” Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov told
reporters on Tuesday.—
Agencies
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ident Xi unveiled in 2013 as
a goal for the Chinese mili-
tary.—DNA

IHC extends
Imran’s

interim bail
till May 31

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court has ex-
tended the interim bail
of former prime minister
and PTI Chairman Imran
Khan in any case registered
against him in Islamabad till
May 31.

The order was issued on
Wednesday by IHC judge,
Justice Miangul Hasan
Aurangzeb during the pro-
ceeding on a petition filed
by Imran Khan requesting
the court to issue order for
the provision of details of
all cases registered against
him and restrain authorities
from capturing him. Justice
Aurangzeb extended the
PTI chairman’s interim bail
and also barred police from
arresting him till May 31.
The additional attorney
general, advocate general
and state counsel appeared
before the court. Barrister
Gohar Ali appeared on be-
half of Imran Khan. The
federal government re-
quested the court to give
it some time to provide
detail of the cases against
Khan. Accepting the feder-
al government’s request,
the court adjourned the
case till May 31.
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