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Despite PTI exodus 
vote belongs only 

to Imran: Asad

Shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) leader and former finance minister 
Asad Umar has said that despite the fact 
that a large number of leaders are parting 
ways with the party, the vote bank is still 
intact and it belongs only to Imran Khan. 
“You know that the vote belongs only to 
Imran Khan, whether someone is there 
or not, it doesn’t make any difference… 
when [former prime minister] Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto faced difficult times, where were 
the party leaders? There was no one left 
in PPP. When PML-Q formed the govern-
ment in 2002, all the PML-N members 
were in it,” he said while speaking to the 
media outside the Islamabad High Court.
When asked about a possible meeting with 
Imran Khan as he was leaving for Lahore, 
Umar replied, “Yes, it is possible that I 
may meet him.” In response to a ques-
tion about future plans, Asad Umar smiled 
and said nothing. Answering a question 
about “scripted” press conferences of PTI 
leaders, Asad Umar said it cannot be said 
about his press conferences. “My press 
conference was different. No matter how 
many times you ask, I am still a part of the 
party”. “Decisions taken by politicians – 
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QUETTA: General Syed Asim Munir, COAS visited Quetta Garrison where he addressed 
officers of Command & Staff College Quetta. – DNA

Says no one remained in PPP 
during Bhutto's turbulent times 
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Imran Khan’s 
narrative 

bound to fail
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Infor-
mation and 
Broadcasting 
M a r r i y u m 
Aurangzeb 
on Monday 

debunked another narra-
tive of PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan that the female work-
ers of his party were being 
harassed in prisons, as to-
tally baseless. “A certified 
liar, who says “men are not 
robots” and advocates at-
tacks on women and young 
girls because of wearing 
short clothes, is now cook-
ing up a new lie to play the 
victim in the aftermath of 
public response to the May 
9 tragedy,” the minister said 
in a long thread in Urdu lan-
guage on her Twitter handle.

Belarus 
FM due in 
Islamabad 

DNA
ISLAMABAD:Foreign Min-

ister of Be-
larus Sergei 
Aleinik will 
arrive in Is-
lamabad on 
a two-day 

official visit to Pakistan 
on Tuesday. He is visiting 
Pakistan at the invitation 
of Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari. The 
two Foreign Ministers will 
hold wide-ranging talks 
covering a range of topics 
of bilateral interest. They 
will undertake an overview 
of bilateral relations and 
explore enhanced coopera-
tion in political, economic, 
defence and science and 
technology domains. Pa-
kistan and Belarus enjoy 
close and cordial relations.

No deal on 
country’s 
dignity

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-

ister for Fi-
nance and 
R e v e n u e , 
Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar 
Monday said 

that the civil and military lead-
ership were on the same page 
against miscreants involved in 
the 9 May incidents who will 
be brought to justice. Talking 
to a private news channel 
he said that such incidents 
should be condemned, add-
ing that the government was 
committed to strengthening 
the national economy and 
all stakeholders should play 
their role in this regard.

Briefs
SC puts off
ECP’s plea
indefinitely 

Court reporter

ISLAMABAD: The hearing on the re-
view petition of the  Punjab Election 
Commission in the Supreme Court was 
adjourned shortly on  Monday after it 
began when the attorney general for Pa-
kistan told the  court that the Supreme 
Court (Review of Judgements and Or-
ders) Bill 2023  had come into effect. A 
three-judge Supreme Court bench led by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan  Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial and comprising Justice Ija-
zul Ahsan and Justice  Munib Akhtar 
conducted the hearing of the review 
pleas against SC’s  April 4 order for 
holding elections in Punjab on May 14.
When Attorney General for Pakistan Man-
soor Awan came to the rostrum, he  objected 
to the bench. He told the court that the Su-
preme Court Review  Act has now become a 

law after the assent of the President, adding 
that  the scope of review under the new Act 
would now be the same as an  appeal. He said 
now only a larger bench would be able to hear 
the review  plea and raised objections to the 
three-judge panel hearing the case.  He said 
the law states that it is necessary to ensure 
the fundamental  right to justice by providing 
for a “meaningful review” of the apex  court’s 
judgements and orders in the exercise of the 
Supreme Court’s  original jurisdiction, as de-
scribed in Article 184 of the Constitution.  At 
this juncture, Justice Munib Akhtar remarked 
that after hearing that  the Review of SC 
Judgements Bill has become a law, a smile 
has spread  across the face of ECP lawyer. 
Chief Justice Bandial remarked that this has 
become a very interesting  case as this court 
also defends the fundamental right of the  in-
dependence of the judiciary.
Then the top judge directed the attorney 
general that another court  hearing on a 
set of petitions moved to challenge the  
government-appointed judicial commis-
sion to probe audio leaks is also  sched-
uled for hearing on Thursday ‘so please 
take instructions regarding  that case too’. 
“You must have read our order on the au-
dio leaks commission. Keep it in  mind 
that the court didn’t declare the commis-
sion as nullified,” the top  judge added.

Continued on Page 06

Under new law, review plea 
will be heard by larger bench Pakistani 

leaders 
congratulate 

Erdogan 
Bilateral relations to 

further get boost

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
leaders including Prime 
Minister  Shehbaz Sharif, 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, former  
president Asif Ali Zardari 
and JUI Chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman have  fe-
licitated Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on his historic 
re-election as  President of 
Turkiye for the third time.
Taking to his Twitter han-
dle, Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif wrote a  con-
gratulatory message to 
President Erdogan on his 
re-election, saying:  “Heart-
iest congratulations to my 
dear brother H.E. Presi-
dent @RTErdogan  on his 
historic re-election as Pres-
ident, Republic of Turkiye. 
He is one  of few world lead-
ers whose politics has been 
anchored in public service.   
He has been a pillar of 
strength for the oppressed 
Muslims & a fervent  

Continued on Page 06

Centreline report

KYIV: Russian missiles have hit Ukraine’s 
capital, Kyiv, following two nights of heavy 
drone strikes. They were all reportedly shot 
down and there are no reports of casualties. 
Flaming debris from the intercepted mis-
siles landed in residential areas in central 
Kyiv. Russia has launched 16 air attacks on 
the Ukrainian capital this month. The latest, 
however, was unusual because it took place 
during the day - and seemed to be targeted 
at the city centre. All other air assaults on 
the capital so far in May have taken place at 
night and appeared to be directed at critical 
national infrastructure and air defences on 
the outskirts. Air Force spokesman Yuri Ihnat 
said that Iskander ballistic missiles were used 
in the latest attack and that it was possible 
S-300 and S-400 missiles had also been fired. 
According to reports, only one person was 
injured and all missiles were destroyed by 
Ukrainian air defences. Russian authorities 
claimed all their targets had been hit.
Air raid sirens reportedly also rang out 
across several other Ukrainian regions.
Local military commanders in Kyiv accused 
Russia of changing its tactics and deliber-
ately targeting the civilian population. It 
certainly appears that Moscow wants to 

step up its pressure on Ukraine even fur-
ther ahead of any counter-offensive.
Oleksandr Scherba, ambassador-at-large at 
Ukraine’s ministry of foreign affairs, told 
the BBC that the last few days had been 
very difficult for Kyiv residents.
“Almost every night, the skies look and 
sound like another Star Wars episode, but 
we don’t feel much of Russian rockets hit-
ting their targets here within the city area. 
And this is all thanks to the decent coun-
tries, decent people of the world who gave 
us this air defence,” he said.
Living in the capital was anything but nor-
mal at the moment, Mr Scherba said, add-
ing that the drone attacks and sleepless 
nights had become “part of our routine”.
On Sunday, Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelensky praised his country’s air defence 
forces after Kyiv sustained the largest 
drone attack since the war began.
“You are heroes,” said Mr Zelensky, af-
ter military commanders said most of the 
drones launched by Russia were brought 
down. In its recent attacks, Russia - which 
launched its full-scale invasion in February 
2022 - has been using kamikaze drones as 
well as a range of cruise and ballistic mis-
siles. Analysts say Moscow is seeking to 
deplete and damage Ukraine’s air defences 
ahead of its long-expected counter-offensive.

Fresh attacks pound Kyiv 
after intense drone barrage

New review law adopted

‘Nawaz, Tareen cannot 
benefit from new law’
Law Minister says both have 
exercised their right of review 

Life time disqualification

Khayam abbaSi

ISLAMABAD: Law Minister Azam Nazeer 
Tarar on Monday said that former prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf’s (PTI) estranged leader Jahangir 
Khan Tareen cannot benefit from the new 
law regarding the review of judgements.  
Speaking to a news channel, Tarar said 
that the Supreme Court (Review of Judge-
ments and Orders) Bill 2023 will not benefit 

Continued on Page 06

Tareen likely 
to announce 

new party 
PTI deserters likely to 

join Tareen party
Staff report

LAHORE: In a bid to take advantage of 
the mass exodus of leaders from the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), sea-
soned politician Jahangir Khan Tareen 
(JKT) — once Imran Khan’s closest aide 
— is likely to announce his new party, 
mostly comprising the former rul-
ing party’s defectors, during the next 
72 hours, well-placed sources said.

Continued on Page 06

'Govt on agenda 
to crush PTI'
Says army ‘ruled the 

country directly 
or indirectly’
bureau report

LAHORE: In a tweet, PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan called the incumbent 
government “worse than Gener-
al Musharraf’s martial law” and 
claimed that the federal coalition’s 
“one-point agenda is to crush the 
PTI”. “The PDM leaders have bil-
lions of dollars stashed abroad, and 
understandably they are not pushed. 
“The question is, how on earth 
the Pakistani establishment is 
allowing the country to head to-
wards a complete economic melt-
down?” he asked. 
He further said that the army ruled 
the country directly or indirectly 
ever since inception of Pakistan. He 
again asked the government to an-
nounce elections. He was confident 
that the PTI will win again. 
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HUNZA: On the 27th of 
May, the grand opening of 
PC Legacy Nasirabad Hun-
za took place in the beautiful 
valley of Hunza, surrounded 
by the snow-capped moun-
tains. The event was attend-
ed by Deputy Chairman and 
CEO, Hashoo Group, Mr. 
and Mrs. Murtaza Hashwani, 
Senior Minister of Gilgit Bal-
tistan Col. Ubaidullah Baig, 
Rani Atiqa Sahiba of Hunza, 
Shehryar Khan, Mir of Hun-
za, Owners Mr. Ayaz Kalani, 
Mr. Mehboob Ali Bhulani, 
Mr. Fida Ali Sawani and Mr. 
Nizarshah, local dignitaries, 
Hashoo Group executives 
and guests from all over Pa-
kistan.
The brand PC Legacy is a 
new chain of four-star hotels 
by Hashoo Group, which 
already owns and operates 
Pearl-Continental Hotels and 
Hotel One across Pakistan. 
PC Legacy will bridge the 
gap for travellers between 
five-star and select-service 

hotels. Situated in one of 
the world’s most picturesque 
locations, and overlooking 
Rakaposhi, PC Legacy Nasir-
abad Hunza offers breathtak-
ing views of the surrounding 
mountains, allowing guests 
to immerse themselves in 
the magnificence of nature. 
The hotel features 57 metic-
ulously designed rooms and 
suites, state-of-the-art facil-
ities, and a range of dining 
options, promising a truly 

remarkable stay.
The breathtaking ceremo-
ny took place in the idyllic 
outdoors of the hotel, with 
an unobstructed view of 
the enchanting Rakaposhi 
mountain. The CEO of Ha-
shoo Group, Mr. Murtaza 
Hashwani, a pioneering 
force in the Pakistani hos-
pitality sector, unveiled the 
PC Legacy Nasirabad Hunza 
and addressed the guests, 
reflecting upon the journey 

that led to the creation of PC 
Legacy Nasirabad Hunza. “It 
gives us immense pride to 
declare that we have already 
attained a remarkable 40% 
representation of female 
employees at PC Legacy 
Nasirabad Hunza, and we 
are dedicated to elevating 
this figure to 50%. This dis-
tinction makes us the first 
hotel in Pakistan to achieve 
such a significant proportion 
of women in our workforce” 

he added. The afternoon was 
filled with moments of inspi-
ration. Ms. Samreen Kalani, 
Mr. Faisal Sawani, Sheryaar 
Mohammad and Salman 
Mehboob Ali shared their 
views, emphasizing the col-
laboration and shared vision 
behind this exceptional ven-
ture. Their words resonated 
with the audience, under-
scoring their commitment 
to providing unparalleled 
luxury and service, as well 
as giving back to the commu-
nity. The Senior Minister, Col. 
Ubaidullah Baig’s attendance 
highlighted the significance of 
this landmark occasion, sym-
bolizing the importance of the 
region as a prime destination 
for tourism and development. 
Adding to the enchantment of 
the evening, the international-
ly acclaimed “Gurgu”, a group 
of musicians from Lief Larson 
Music Centre, Hunza, along 
with Mr. Niaz Baltistani, a re-
nowned singer from Gilgit-Bal-
tistan took the centre stage, 
captivating the guests with a 
mesmerizing performance. 

Grand Opening of PC Legacy Hunza 
Unveiling a haven of comfort and serenity 

Aiming for 
interest-free 

Pakistan by 2027

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan visits  
Engineering Innovation Exhibition and Demonstration of VR, CV & Spatial AI projects at Arfa 

Software Technology Park.

Dna

ISLAMABAD: The aim is to eliminate 
interest from the country’s economy 
by 2027, said State Bank of Pakistan 
Governor Jameel Ahmad, addressing 
the Islamic Capital Markets confer-
ence in Islamabad on Monday.
The Security and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan and SBP are work-
ing together on reforms to promote 
the Islamic finance sector, he added. 
The governor was seconded by SECP 
Chairperson Akif Saeed.
“In the past decade the country has 
seen a 24% rise/growth in Islamic 
banking, with the Islamic capital mar-
ket growing to around $3 trillion,” he 
said, adding that this has reflected 
positively in the overall state of the 
country’s economy. “Islamic banking 
now makes up 20% of the banking sec-
tor in Pakistan.” According to Ahmad, 
Pakistan has issued Sukuk bonds (Sha-

riah-compliant bonds) worth Rs2.8 
trillion. A committee has been formed 
within the SBP to convert government 
debt into Sukuk, he informed.
Ahmad said that there are ongoing dis-
cussions for funding from the capital 
market through Shariah compliance. 
The SBP governor was of the view 
that financial requirements of the 
government can also be met through 
Sukuk issuance. “The size of the cor-
porate banking sector in Pakistan is 
very small. There is a need to increase 
the corporate debt market while the 
Islamic banking market can be pro-
moted further by promoting Sukook,” 
added Ahmad. Meanwhile, SECP 
Chairperson Akif Mian while address-
ing the conference said that after the 
Federal Shariat Court’s (FSC) ruling 
last year, directing that Pakistan im-
plement a riba-free banking system 
and transform the economy by 2027 
year-end, important measures have 
been taken to promote a an Islamic 

financial system within the country. 
The goal is to promote the capital 
market, he added.
FSC ruling In April 2022, the Federal 
Shariat Court ruled that the prohibi-
tion of Riba (interest) is absolute in all 
its forms and manifestations accord-
ing to the injunctions of Islam and in 
accordance with the Holy Quran and 
Sunnah. Therefore, it should be elim-
inated from the country in five years.
“We are of the view that five years pe-
riod is reasonably enough time for the 
implementation of our decision com-
pletely i.e convert economy of Paki-
stan into, equitable, asset based, risk 
sharing and interest-fee economy,” 
read a 298-page judgment authored 
by Justice Dr Syed Muhammad Anwer 
and endorsed by two other judges.
“Therefore, we would specify the 31st 
day of December, 2027 on which the 
decision shall take effect by way of 
complete elimination of Riba from Pa-
kistan,” it added.

Country’s youth second 
to none in terms of skills

Dna

LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives Ah-
san Iqbal has said country’s 
youth are second to none in 
the world in terms of their 
intelligence and skills.
Addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of Engineering 
Innovation Exhibition and 
Demonstration of VR, CV 
& Spatial AI projects at 
Arfa Software Technology 
Park on Monday, he said, 
“We have entered the age 
of paradigm shift.” He said 
it was the age of disruption, 
innovation, complexity, and 
uncertainty, and added that 
it was all just because of 
digital revolution.
Ahsan Iqbal said that digi-
tal revolution was making 
all those models irrelevant 
which were existing in dif-
ferent fields of life. He said 
if change was responded 
proactively only then one 

could become able to bene-
fit from it. He said that in 
2014, the PML-N govern-
ment evolved vision 2025 to 
revive and sustain country’s 
growth momentum in line 
with the ongoing changes 
across the world.
In 2017, an international 
leading firm Pricewater-
house Coopers had said 
that if Pakistan continued 
with same trajectory, it 
would get place among top 
20 powerful economies of 
the world by 2030. He said 
education, human resources 
and youth were targeted in 
the Vision 2025. Ahsan said 
when Shehbaz Sharif was 
chief minister Punjab, he 
paid special attention to em-
powering the youth digitally. 
The Information Technology 
University was established to 
prepare country’s youth for 
digital age, he added. 
He said that in 2017-18, the 
National Centre for Artificial 
Intelligence, National Centre 

for Cyber Security, National 
Centre for Automation and 
Robotics and National Centre 
for Big Data and Cloud Com-
puting were set up to achieve 
the desired results. He said 
that in four years, these 
centres worked very well. 
Laptops were given to stu-
dents to make them digital 
warriors of the economy, he 
added and said that Pakistan 
became 3rd biggest e-lancing 
country in the world with dis-
tribution of more than one 
million laptops. 
The federal minister said 
that free laptops would 
be given on merit to stu-
dents while other students 
would get laptops on easy 
installments on completion 
of their degree. He said a 
project of Rs 6.5 billion had 
been passed to introduce 
Pakistan’s engineering uni-
versities globally. He said 
that under the project, world 
class labs would be estab-
lished at five universities .

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Ul-
ema Council Chairman and 
Prime Minister’s Special 
Representative on Inter-
faith Harmony and Middle 
East, Hafiz Muhammad 
Tahir Mahmood Ashrafi, on 
Monday extended heartfelt 
congratulations to Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on his 
momentous re-election as 
President of the Republic 
of Turkiye. He, in a talk 
with APP, said this historic 
achievement underscored 
the unwavering trust and 
confidence placed by the 
Turkish people in President 
Erdogan’s exceptional lead-
ership. It was a testament 
to his remarkable vision 
and dedication in steering 

Turkiye towards progress 
and prosperity, he added.
Chairman Ashrafi applaud-
ed President Erdogan’s 
dynamic leadership, which 
had played a pivotal role 
in shaping Turkiye’s tra-
jectory and enhancing 
its standing on the global 
stage adding that the Turk-
ish people’s resounding en-
dorsement of President Er-
dogan’s presidency served 
as a shining example of his 
steadfast commitment to 
serving their best interests.
Under President Erdogan’s 
astute guidance, he said 
Turkiye had witnessed re-
markable growth across 
various sectors, fostering 
socioeconomic develop-

ment and fostering har-
mony among diverse com-
munities. “His inclusive 
approach and unwavering 
commitment to interfaith 
harmony have contributed 
significantly to fostering 
unity and understanding 
within Turkiye and beyond,” 
he maintained.
Chairman Ashrafi reaf-
firmed Pakistan Ulema 
Council’s commitment to 
further strengthen the bi-
lateral ties between Paki-
stan and Turkiye, based on 
shared values and mutual 
respect. “We look forward 
to continuing our collabo-
rative efforts in promoting 
peace, interfaith harmony, 
and prosperity in the region

Ashrafi congratulates  
Erdogan on re-election 

Govt, 
Parliament 

have no 
friction with 

judiciary
ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) on Accountabil-
ity Irfan Qadir on Monday 
dispelled a notion that both 
the government and the 
Parliament were at odds 
with the top judiciary.
“There are some rumours 
that the government and 
the Parliament are against 
the Supreme Court, which 
are totally baseless and 
have no reality. The gov-
ernment has desire to see a 
strong judiciary,” the SAPM 
said while addressing a 
news conference. “I want 
to inform the nation that 
the present government de-
sires to strengthen judiciary 
and the Supreme Court as 
we have no friction against 
the courts, instead we are 
standing with the apex 
court.” However, he said, 
being the mother of all the 
institutions, the Parliament 
was the supreme forum and 
implementation of its deci-
sions was crucial to run the 
affairs of the country in an 
effective way. As regards 
the appointment of judg-
es in the Supreme Court, 
he said, judges should be 
appointed on the basis of 
“seniority-cum-fitness”.         
He said all the institutions 
were bound to follow the 
Constitution. In the mature 
democracies across the 
globe, he said, all the insti-
tutions were working within 
their domains enshrined in 
their constitutions. “We all 
are also bound to work ac-
cording to the Constitution 
of our country .—APP

PDMA, UNHCR vows to 
strengthen partnership 

PESHAWAR: Provincial 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) and United 
Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees (UNHCR) 
Monday expressed their 
commitment to further 
strengthen their partner-
ship in disaster risk re-
duction and emergency 
response. A UNHCR del-
egation led by Evaluation 
Expert Robina Shaheen, 
met with PDMA Director 
General Janat Gul Afridi 
to discuss future plans and 
reviewed previous inter-
ventions in response to the 
devastating flood of 2022.

During the meeting, the 
UNHCR delegation en-
gaged in productive discus-
sions with DG PDMA, ex-
changing valuable insights 
and experiences regarding 
the challenges posed by the 
flood and the subsequent 
relief and recovery efforts. 
The discussions empha-
sized the importance of 
collaboration to address the 
immediate and long-term 
needs of affected commu-
nities. Janat Gul Afridi ex-
pressed his gratitude to the 
UNHCR delegation for their 
visit and reiterated PDMA’s 
commitment to ensuring 

the safety and well-being of 
the population in the face 
of natural disasters. He 
acknowledged the critical 
role played by internation-
al partners in supporting 
the efforts of PDMA and 
providing relief items to 
PDMA KP for further dis-
tribution to flood-affected 
people across the province 
in 2022. They emphasized 
the need for coordinated 
efforts to build resilience, 
improve early warning sys-
tems, and enhance capaci-
ty-building measures to mit-
igate the impact of future 
disasters.—APPCentreline becomes member 

of APNS Federal Committee
Regional committee for Islamabad, KP announced

Dna
KARACHI: “The President, 
Nazafreen  Saigol  Lakhani 
and the Secretary Gener-
al, Sarmad Ali of the All 
Pakistan Newspapers So-
ciety have nominated Mr. 
Mohsin Bilal to head the 
Federal Capital Committee 
(Islamabad / Rawalpindi) of 
the APNS as Chairman.
They have also nominated 
Syed Haroon Shah to be 
the Chairman of the Khy-

ber Pakhtoon-Khwa (KP) 
Provincial Committee. The 
members nominated on the 
committees are as under: 
Federal Capital Committee 
(Islamabad / Rawalpindi)
Mr. Mohsin Bilal, Chair-
man, Daily Ausaf, Mr. Dan-
ish Iftikhar, Vice Chairman, 
Daily Asas, whereas the 
following are nominated as 
members :
Mr. Gauhar Zahid Malik, 
Daily Pakistan Observer, 
Mr. Khushnood Ali Khan, 
Daily Sahafat,  Mr. Sardar 

Khan Niazi, Daily Patriot, 
Mr. Waseem Ahmed, Dai-
ly Awam, Syed Amjad Ali, 
Daily Jang, Mr. Agha Bi-
lal, Daily Dawn, Mr. Tahir 
Mughal, Daily Nawa-i-Pak, 
Mr. Ansar Mahmood Bhat-
ti, Monthly Centre Line 
and Mrs. Rukhsana Saulat 
Saleemi, Weekly Nikhar.
Khyber Pakhtoon-Khwa 
(KP) Provincial Committee
Syed Haroon Shah, Daily 
Wahdat, Chairman, Syed 
Ayaz Badshah, Vice Chair-
man, Daily Mashriq, Pesha-

war, whereas the following 
are nominated as members
Mrs. Saba Yousuf, Daily 
Aaj, Mr. Bari Malik, Daily 
Watan, Mr. Imran Haid-
er, Daily  Frontier Times,  
Mr. Ashfaq Ahmed Muf-
ti, Daily Ilhaq, Syed Qa-
iser Rizvi, Daily Jiddat, 
Mr. Liaqat Ali Yousafzai, 
Daily Surkhab, Mr. Zahid 
Hafeez, Daily Sarhad, 
Mr. Tahir Farooq, Daily 
Jihad and  Mr. Mahmood 
ullah Afridi, Daily Frontier 
Post.

IHC seeks 
medical 
report of 

Afridi
ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Monday sought medical re-
port of PTI’s leader Shehar-
yar Khan Afridi from Adiala 
Jail Rawalpindi. Justice Arb-
ab Muhammad Tahir heard 
the case against the arrest 
of Sheharyar Khan Afridi. 
The state counsel informed 
the court that accused had 
also been involved in inves-
tigation of a case registered 
by I-9 police station.  The 
petitioner’s lawyer said that 
his client was injured when 
at the time of his arrest 
and right arm went frozen.  
He said that his client was 
kept in a very small cell in 
jail.  He prayed the court to 
issue directives for provi-
sion of A-class in jail to his 
client.  The court adjourned 
further hearing of the case 
till June 2, with above in-
structions.—APP

CM refutes 
women 

mistreatment 
allegations

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief 
Minister Punjab Mohsin 
Naqvi has strongly refuted 
the allegations of mistreat-
ment of women in prison. 
He emphasised the impor-
tance of respecting and 
honoring women, urging 
care before levelling such 
accusations, said a handout 
issued here. 
Referring to the incident 
of May 9, where 32 wom-
en were arrested and 11 
of them were currently on 
judicial remand in wom-
en jail, the caretaker CM 
said he he had reassured 
that surveillance cameras 
were installed and moni-
toring teams were in place 
to ensure security. Speak-
ing to the media during a 
late-night inspection of the 
Samanabad underpass pro-
ject, the CM reiterated that 
safeguarding women was a 
responsibility and empha-
sized his commitment to 
ensuring the safety of moth-
ers and sisters.  The CM de-
clared that those involved in 
the attack on Jinnah House 
were being arrested with-
out fail, emphasizing that 
no one.—APP

Balochistan 
population touches 
21.7 million mark

 

ISLAMABAD:  The population of Balochistan has increased by 76 percent to 21.7 million ac-
cording to the results of the 2023 digital census. The population of Balochistan was 12.3 million 
according to the 2017 census.  The increase in population rate in Balochistan is the highest 
compared to other provinces. “No correct census was conducted in Balochistan from 1998 to 
2017,” Census Commissioner Noor Ahmad Perkani said. “Census was boycotted in some areas 
of Balochistan in 1998 while the census in 2017 was controversial. Both Sindh and Balochistan 
had objections to the 2017 census,” he added. “Since the 2017 census was controversial, the 
census was conducted again in 2023 after five years.  Due to the bad law and order situation 
in the past, no proper census could be conducted in some areas,” he stated. “The increase in 
the population of Balochistan is seen because a census has not been conducted in the province 
for a long time,” he maintained. “We are grateful to the federal government and the Bureau of 
Statistics for providing adequate time for the census in the province,” he said. —DNA
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Electricity 
generation 

capacity 
to Tarbela 
increases 

ISLAMABAD: The total 
electricity generation ca-
pacity of Tarbela Power 
House will jump to 6,418 
megawatts (MW) from 
the existing 4,888 MW 
after the commissioning 
of the Tarbela 5th Exten-
sion Project scheduled 
to be completed in 2025. 
Official sources told APP 
here that the cumulative 
generation capacity of the 
project stood at 1530 MW 
with three generating units 
of 510 MW each. On com-
pletion, the project would 
provide 1.347 billion units 
of environment-friendly and 
low-cost hydel electricity to 
the National Grid on aver-
age every year. —APP

IT ministry 
allocates 

$1.6 mln to 
construct 
building 

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of Information Technology 
and Telecommunication 
has allocated an amount of 
$1.6 million to construct a 
building in NED University 
of Engineering & Technolo-
gy Karachi for gaming and 
animation.
An official of the Ministry of 
IT said, that the Ministry is 
working towards the vision 
of the IT industry in 2050. 
In Pakistan, the investment 
in 2020 was just $75 million, 
which increased to $373 
million in 2021-22. Similarly, 
after the ministry’s efforts, 
the regulatory duty on mo-
bile phones has been abol-
ished since March 30.  He 
said that an agreement has 
been signed with Google for 
45,000 scholarships, which 
will increase to 450,000 next 
year. 
The upcoming scholarships 
will include a 40 per cent allo-
cation for women. Previous-
ly, Google had provided only 
15,000 scholarships last year, 
but the ministry interfered to 
increase the number through 
consultations.  He said that 
about 8 National Incubation 
Centers are currently func-
tional in the country’s major 
cities.  —APP
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Making Islamabad a crime-free 
city is responsibility of Police

Dna
ISLAMABAD: DIG Safe City 
Project Islamabad Police Shoaib 
Khurram Janbaz has said that 
the police is working to make 
Islamabad a crime-free city. The 
Safe City project has helped 
significantly in reducing crime. 
Work is being done to provide 
100% coverage of the Safe City 
Project in urban areas of Islam-
abad. Steps are being taken to 
bring markets and parks into 
the project. There is a need to 
increase cooperation between 
ICCI and Safe City Project.
He expressed these views while 
talking to the president of the 
chamber, Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari, during his visit to the Is-
lamabad Chamber yesterday. On 
this occasion, he invited the del-
egation of Islamabad Chamber 
to visit Safe City Headquarters 
In the meeting, cooperation be-
tween the two institutions was 
discussed and various possibili-
ties were reviewed.
DIG Safe City Project said in 
his speech that Safe City Pro-

ject has proved to be helpful in 
eliminating crime from Islam-
abad and bringing criminals to 
justice. At present, the coverage 
of Safe City in all urban sectors 
of Islamabad is 60 to 70 percent, 
which is targeted to reach 100 
percent. Work is being done to 
take the project to newly con-
structed sectors as well. He said 
that many reforms have been 
brought in the traffic system 
in the city. Alternative arrange-

ments have been made in areas 
where there were traffic prob-
lems Talking on this occasion, 
President of Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said 
that the prevention of crimes is 
necessary for the security and 
survival of Pakistan, because do-
mestic and foreign investors are 
slowly diverting their attention 
from Pakistan due to crime. We 
have to look at the eradication 

of crime with national security, 
only then we can get rid of this 
evil. He said that the Safe City 
project is commendable and has 
benefited the city a lot. To in-
crease the effectiveness of the 
plan, its coverage should be in-
creased. 
There is a need to increase the 
cameras of the Safe City project 
and improve the monitoring at 
the entrances of Islamabad. He 
said that first aid points should 

be started at public places so 
that immediate help can be pro-
vided in case of an accident. 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said 
that Islamabad Chamber is going 
to start FM radio channel soon. 
Islamabad Police, especially 
the Safe City Project, should 
take advantage of this. Police 
should organize awareness for 
healthy activities among the 
youth, Islamabad Chamber will 
fully cooperate in this regard. 
On this occasion, Senior Vice 
President Islamabad Chamber 
Faad Waheed said that there 
is a need for a sustainable pol-
icy to solve traffic problems in 
the city. Traffic engineering 
needs to be used during road 
construction to avoid ruts, ruts 
and other problems. Former 
President Islamabad Chamber 
Zafar Bakhtawari said that 
there is a need to create fear 
of cameras in criminals. Under 
Safe City, there should be such 
a system that before commit-
ting a crime, the criminal has 
to fear that his movements are 
being recorded.

ISLAMABAD: Motorists are on their way at Faisal Avenue during drizzling, in Federal Capital. —Online

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chan-
cellor, Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU), Prof. Dr. 
Nasir Mahmood on Monday 
said that employees should 
perform their duties with hon-
esty, hard work, and sincere 
spirit for the overall develop-
ment of the organization.  In 
his speech at the oath-taking 
ceremony of the newly elected 
office bearers of the Employ-
ees Welfare Association
(EWA), he said that employ-
ees who work hard would be 
encouraged and their rights 
would also be fulfilled as per 
the rules.  The Vice-Chancel-

lor said on this occasion that 
we should all focus on our re-
sponsibilities.  
Dr. Nasir, while appreciating 
the efforts of all the previous 
leadership and administra-
tion of AIOU, said that they 
all  played their role in the 
development of AIOU strate-
gically, and with their sincere 
efforts, AIOU is included in 
the  “mega universities of the 
world”.  He said that we must 
learn from past experiences 
and should work together for 
the prosperity of AIOU. Dr. 
Nasir agreed to establish a 
community center in the resi-
dential colony of AIOU for the 
facilitation of employees. 
He further nodded upgrading 

the posts of Imams, Muazzins, 
and Khateebs for the mosques 
at the request of President 
EWA.  VC AIOU also agreed 
to revise the canteen policy, in-
crement in the overtime of dai-
ly wagers and gardeners, hold 
DPC  as soon as possible, and 
adoption of Prime Minister’s 
package and said that all these 
demands will be included in 

the agenda of the upcoming 
meeting of the executive coun-
cil for approval. The Vice-Chan-
cellor said that approval for 
the upgradation of grades 2 
to 16 would also be obtained 
from the upcoming meeting 
of the Executive Council. 
Earlier, the Vice-Chancel-
lor administered the oath 
to the newly elected body 
of  EWA and congratulated 
them on their victory.  The 
newly elected president of 
EWA, Yasir Mehmood and 
general secretary, Amjad 
Rehman presented a list of  
demands for the welfare of 
the employees and request-
ed the vice chancellor to 
solve them. 

AIOU employees welfare 
association takes oath

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
Monal............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

Hotels & 
Restaurants

may
May 03/Poland 
  

 National Day

May 06/Bulgaria

Armed Forces Day

 May 06/UAE
 

Armed Forces Day
 

May 07/Kazakhstan

Armed Forces Day

May 08/Czech  
Republic 

National Day

 May 09/European Union

 National Day

 May 17/Norway

Constitution Day

May 21/Hungary

Armed Forced Day

May 22/Yemen  
Republic 

Re-unification Day 
(National Day )

May 24/Eritrea 
National Day

May 25/Argentina 
National Day

May 25/Lebanon
Liberation and  

Resistance Day
 May 28 /Azerbaijan

Republic Day
May 28/Ethiopia

 National Day 

Insufficient gendered 
data cause of inequalities

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter (SAPM) and Convener 
Parliamentary Taskforce on 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), Romina 
Khurhsid Alam on Monday 
said lack of gendered data 
hinders effective policy 
implementation to address 
climate disaster issues and 
inequalities.
Speaking at the consulta-
tive workshop titled “Gen-
der Policy and Economic 
Development: Applying the 
Disaster Resilience Lens” 
organized by Sustainable 
Development Policy In-
stitute (SDPI), in collab-
oration with British High 
Commission’s Revenue 
Mobilisation, Investment 
and Trade (REMIT) pro-
gramme here, the SAPM 
said gender inequality 
was an international issue 
which required targeted 

policy interventions with a 
bottom-up approach.
SAPM Romina Khurshid 
Alam said that women be-
ing half of population were 
at the center of develop-
ment agenda and pivotal 
for effectively catalyzing 
change. She said that col-
laboration and knowledge 
sharing could help strength-
en responses to novel and 
evolving challenges.
She also informed that the  
Parliamentary Taskforce on 
SDGs and SDPI were collab-
orating to initiate a regional 
parliamentary consortium 
to overcome gender inequal-
ities in the region and join 
forces on the issue. Senior 
Responsible Owner (SRO), 
REMIT, Naghma-e-Tehniat 
reiterated British govern-
ment’s commitment to ad-
dressing gender and climate 
issues. She said that since 
the floods in 2022, the focus 
has been directed to review 
of policies for gendered im-
pact analysis and address 
these issues. Joint Executive 

Director, SDPI, Dr Vaqar 
Ahmed said that with high-
er incidence of climate dis-
asters, current knowledge 
must be utilized to develop 
responses to sporadic cli-
mate instances. He stressed 
that disaster lens for a gen-
der focused economic devel-
opment should be holistic, 
and not be confined to a sin-
gle ministry’s framework.
Chief of SDGs, Ministry of 
Planning Development and 
Special Initiative, Ali Kemal 
said that gender disaggre-
gated data was already avail-
able but lack of evidence on 
impacts of policy actions and 
responses was needed. He 
said that care economy and 
financial inclusion must be 
targeted for rural women to 
address social and gender 
inequalities. CEO of National 
Disaster Risk Management 
Fund (NDRMF) Bilal Anwar 
informed that the NDRMF 
now ensures gender dimen-
sion in project design and 
implementation which has 
demonstrated success. 

ANF seizes 
over 852 kg 
drugs in six 
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in their 
ongoing operations against 
drug smugglers managed to 
recover over 852 kg drugs 
and arrested three accused, 
said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Mon-
day. He informed that in two 
operations near Islamabad 
Motorway Toll Plaza, drugs 
were recovered and two ac-
cused were sent behind the 
bars. In an operation, four 
kg charras was recovered 
from the possession of an 
accused resident of Karak 
while in another operation, 
one kg charras was recov-
ered from the possession 
of an accused resident of 
Khyber. In third operation 
in Islamabad, E-11/2 area, 
60 intoxicated tablets were 
recovered from the posses-
sion of an accused resident 
of Islamabad. In an operation 
at Lahore International Air-
port Cargo, 184 grams heroin 
was recovered from a parcel 
booked for Australia.—APP

Federal board starts 
recruitment exams 

for govt jobs
ISLAMABAD: Federal Board 
of Intermediate and Second-
ary Education (FBISE) Islam-
abad has taken an important 

step by starting matriculation, 
intermediate as well as govern-
ment jobs recruitment exams 
across Pakistan.According 

to an official of the Board on 
Monday, May 28, 2023, the 
Federal Board of Education 
successfully conducted the 
examinations in ten major cit-
ies, in which a total of 42,000 
candidates were examined.  
These candidates had applied 
for various posts within the Min-
istry of Planning, Development 
and Special Reforms.—APP

They assured Vice Chancellor to stand by the side of  
AIOU administration for the betterment of the university
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Briefs
RTI Act 

empowers 
citizens to 

improve 
governance

ISLAMABAD: Chief In-
formation Commissioner 
Shoaib Ahmad Siddiqui has 
said that the Right to Infor-
mation Act, 2017 empowers 
every citizen of the country 
to improve governance sig-
nificantly through the pow-
er of knowledge and raising 
questions in the right pow-
erful way. 
Talking to APP here on 
Monday, the Information 
Commissioner said that the 
RTI Act brings an end to 
the concept of careless cit-
izenship and makes every 
Pakistani responsible to ask 
for information if they find 
anything doubtful in run-
ning the affairs of the gov-
ernment at any level. 
“Applicant can file an ap-
plication on plain paper to 
the head of the department 
elaborating which infor-
mation is required. If the 
applicant does not receive 
an answer up to the satis-
faction within 10 or even 20 
days, RTI can be contacted 
Commission through an 
email to appeals@rti.gov.pk 
or through the post without 
visiting the” he explained.
The aim of RTI is to im-
prove governance through 
transparency, the Commis-
sioner said adding that cur-
rently, they have received 
more than 3000 appeals 
and half of them have been 
disposed of. 
He said that the RTI Act 
encourages citizens to take 
an active part in improving 
governance. He highlighted 
that it is a people-centric 
and public-friendly law due 
to which citizens can take 
an interest in the affairs of 
the government through 
framing the good question.
He said that the inclusion 
of citizens will make gov-
ernment officials mindful, 
careful and efficient and 
will double the quality of 
governance. —APP

Oil up with 
tentative US 
deal to raise 
debt ceiling

ISLAMABAD: Oil prices 
increased on Monday after 
US President Joe Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy negotiated a debt ceiling 
agreement over the week-
end. International bench-
mark Brent crude traded 
at $77.47 per barrel at 8.55 
a.m. local time (0555GMT), 
a 0.64% rise from the closing 
price of $76.98 a barrel in the 
previous trading session on 
Friday. The American bench-
mark West Texas Intermedi-
ate (WTI) traded at the same 
time at $73.19 per barrel, 
up 0.72% from the previous 
session’s close of $72.67 per 
barrel. Biden and McCarthy 
announced an “agreement 
in principle” late Saturday to 
raise the debt limit and avoid 
a “catastrophic default.” On 
Sunday, the US president 
urged Congress to pass a 
bipartisan agreement he 
reached with McCarthy to 
raise the debt ceiling. A vote 
is expected in the House on 
Wednesday.
= The debt limit was hit in 
January, but the Treasury De-
partment has taken steps to 
ensure that the US continues 
to pay its bills.
The declining value of the 
dollar also aided the increase 
in dollar-indexed oil prices. 
The US dollar index, which 
measures the value of the 
American dollar against a 
basket of currencies, includ-
ing the Japanese yen, Brit-
ish pound, Canadian dollar, 
Swedish krona and Swiss 
franc, declined 0.09% to 
104.11 early Monday.

Zardari 
felicitates 
Erdogan 

ISLAMABAD: President 
Pakistan People’s Party 
Parliamentarians (PPPP) 
Asif Ali Zardari on Monday 
congratulated Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan on being re-elect-
ed as the President of Tür-
kiye for the third time. In a 
felicitation message issued 
here by the party secretar-
iat, Asif Zardari felicitated 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
winning the elections of 
the President of Turkiye. 
“Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
victory is a manifestation 
of his popularity among the 
Turkish people,” he added. 
He prayed that Türkiye 
reached new heights of de-
velopment under the lead-
ership of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan.—DNA

Wheat 
production 

is below rate 
of population 

growth
Dna

ISLAMABAD: Brig. (retd) 
Aslam Khan, Chairman of 
Pakistan Economy Watch 
(PEW) said on Monday that 
the production of wheat in 
the country is not able to 
keep pace with the grow-
ing population. Due to 
reduced production and 
a growing population, the 
wheat exporting country is 
now forced to import wheat 
worth billions of dollars. 
In a statement issued here 
today, Aslam Khan said that 
the country’s population is 
increasing at a rate of two 
percent per year, but the 
production of wheat is not 
increasing at the same rate.
This year, the production 
of wheat is likely to be less 
than the target by 1.6 mil-
lion tonnes, due to which 
wheat will have to be im-
ported. He said that wheat 
production was estimated at 
28.4 million tonnes, but the 
recent estimates suggest 
that the production will re-
main at 26.8 million tonnes 
while the shortfall will be 
met through imports.

Countries 
are not 

dismembered  
by borders

RAWALPINDI: Awami Mus-
lim League chief and former 
federal  interior minister 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said 
on Monday that those who 
left  the party had changed 
loyalties many times under 
the doctrine of  necessity.
Using his twitter handle, 
Sheikh Rashid said, “Coun-
tries are not  dismembered 
by borders but from within. 
In Pakistan, the hearts of 
the  people have been bro-
ken by desecration and vio-
lation of sanctity of  homes. 
Efforts should be made to 
bridge differences and unite 
the people  and winning 
their hearts. When a nation 
loses heart, it damages 
political and economic basis 
of the country.”  The for-
mer federal minister said 
those who quit the party 
had changed  parties many 
times under the doctrine 
of necessity. Nawaz Sharif 
himself  was a member of 
‘Tehreek-e-Istiqlal Asghar 
Khan Coordination Com-
mittee’.  He got excise min-
istry from Gate No 4 after 
orders from the higher-ups.  
About Shehbaz Sharif, com-
ments of Ijazul Haq were 
enough, he stated. 
Mr Ahmed said those who 
claimed about production 
of ‘bumper crops’ were  
telling about three million 
tonnes shortfall in wheat 
purchase. He  appealed to 
the institutions to address 
the rumours spreading in 
the  country. —

PRCS organizes mega 
youth gathering and walk 

PRCS Chairman Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari condemns the attack on Jinnah House

Dna

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS) held 
a “Mega Youth Gathering and 
Awareness Walk” to commem-
orate Red Cross Red Crescent 
Day. The event took place in La-
hore here on Monday, starting 
from Ayub Sports Complex and 
concluding at Jinnah House. The 
walk was led by PRCS Chairman 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari 
and saw the participation of nu-
merous students, PRCS person-
nel, volunteers, and individuals 
from diverse schools of thought. 
During the walk, participants 
displayed placards conveying 
messages of national unity and 
service to humanity. The main 
objectives of the event were to 
foster patriotism, instill positive 
attitudes among young people, 
and pay tribute to the founder 
of the nation and the Pakistan 

Red Crescent, Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 
Speaking to the media outside 
Jinnah House, PRCS Chairman 

Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari 
condemned the attack on Jinnah 
House and said that any form of 
disrespect towards the sacred 

site and the martyrs would not 
be tolerated. He emphasized 
that the PRCS is dedicated to 
promoting positive thinking and 

practical actions for the bet-
terment of humanity. The Red 
Cross Red Crescent Movement, 
he stated, teaches the values of 
serving humanity, regardless 
of caste, color, or creed, with 
this principle being present in 
every religion. He expressed 
the organization’s commitment 
to serving humanity wholeheart-
edly.  
Chairman Laghari also highlight-
ed the PRCS’s efforts in provid-
ing relief assistance, including 
food supplies and family tents, 
to millions of people affected by 
floods across the country. He 
mentioned that the Red Cres-
cent is organizing Red Cross 
Red Crescent Day celebrations 
in provincial headquarters na-
tionwide.  
PRCS also setup volunteer regis-
tration desks, first aid counters 
on this occasion. A mobile blood 
unit van was present at the 
event to collect blood donations. 

Expertise and CPEC 
to boost Pakistan’s 
chemical industry

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Expertise 
and CPEC to boost Paki-
stan’s Chemical industry, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Monday quoting experts.
China is currently a 
world leader in terms of 
the chemical industry, 
and it saw a significant 
increase in investment 
and exports last year. 
According to Professor of 
H.E.J. Research Institute 
of Chemistry, China has 
emphasised the advance-
ment of the cracking 
industry, which produc-
es chemicals necessary 
for various applications, 
such as soap, dye, leath-
er, textiles and cement. 
“China now sells its 
chemical products glob-
ally, said Pakistan en-
terprises can cooperate 
with China in this sec-
tor to develop their own 

cracking industries.” he 
added.
chemical industry can 
also benefit from Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor(CPEC) when 
the 4 special economic 
zones(SEZs) are con-
structed.  “Local pro-
duction of chemicals is 
very important. If Pa-
kistan can establish a 
good chemical industry, 
build cracking plants and 
produce the chemicals 
locally from indigenous 
resources, our imports 
will be greatly reduced,” 
said Raza Shah. Chem-
icals are essential for 
all industries and every 
walk of life. However, 
Pakistan’s chemical sec-
tor is mostly dependent 
on imports and at a very 
initial stage. Chemical 
industry necessitates a 
high level of expertise, 
but Pakistani graduates 
have had little exposure 
to it. To address the 

skilled worker shortage, 
it is critical to strength-
en collaboration between 
industry and academia in 
this sector. 
“Our organization spe-
cializes in chemical re-
search, and possesses 
state-of-the-art facilities. 
Private sector current-
ly lacks access to these 
resources.  With the 
collaboration of private 
industries and academic 
institutions, the chemi-
cal manufacturing sector 
in Pakistan can flourish.” 
Raza Shah added. There 
will be separate areas for 
chemical industry to pro-
duce chemicals for the 
main industries,” said 
Amir Qaiser, representa-
tive of Chemical Linkers 
Pakistan Beijing office. 
“We can also export 
chemicals from there. Pa-
kistan has abundant raw 
materials for chemicals, 
so it can be a very poten-
tial industry.”

Pakistan 
becoming
 politically 

stable
 

ISLAMABAD: Former 
President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) Dr. 
Shahid Rasheed Butt said 
on Monday that Pakistan is 
inching back to normal as 
the political crisis that has 
engulfed the country for 
years is subsiding. “Political 
stability will result in eco-
nomic stability, which will 
not only improve the image 
and economy of the country 
but also advance the quality 
of life of people,” he said. 
Shahid Rasheed Butt said 
in a statement issued here 
today that policymakers 
should not try to manip-
ulate the US dollar for at 
least two years, which will 
not only reduce its value 
and strengthen the rupee 
but also attract investment 
and capital that has fled 
the country due to political 
turmoil. Engineering the 
exchange rate has eroded 
the confidence of local and 
foreign investors, stoked 
inflation to unprecedent-
ed levels, and pushed the 
country to the brink of de-
fault.—APP

President directs FBR to make 
payment & apologize to citizen
During the hearing, FBR’s representative admitted the fault of the 
Customs personnel in handling the matter due to a lack of commu-
nication and system barriers. He said that as per Customs Rules, if 
the goods were not cleared within 15 days of the date of arrival at a 

Customs Station, the same could be sold in an auction
Dna

ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr Arif Alvi has directed 
FBR to apologize and make 
payment to a citizen whose 
three imported vehicles 
were mishandled by Cus-
toms Department, wrongly 
auctioned by Custom of-
ficials at a low price of al-
most Rs 3 million without 
any notice to him, and the 
Customs Duty paid by him 
was refunded to some un-
authorized clearing agents, 
who later disappeared with 
the money.
The President directed 
FBR to verify all receipts/
documents, refund the 
amount as per the assessed 
value of the vehicles, and 
refund the duties/charges 
paid in favour of importers/
owners. He also directed 
the citizen to provide all 
documents and reconcile 
with Customs Department 
enabling FBR to make pay-
ment within 30 days. He 
further observed that inter-
est should be added to the 

payment since the auction 
money was lying with the 
exchequer. 
The President gave these 
directions while accepting 
a representation filed by 
Mr Iftikhar Ahmed Awan 
(the complainant) against 
the orders of the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib. The complainant 
had stated that overseas 
Pakistanis, living in Japan, 
legally imported three ve-
hicles for the personal use 
of their families and the 
freight against the vehicles 
was paid. However, FBR 
didn’t release the vehicles 
and sold the three cars in 
an auction at a low price 
of Rs 3,019,385. Feeling 
aggrieved, the complain-
ant approached the Wafaqi 
Mohtasib, who directed 
FBR to make payment of 
sale proceeds of vehicles 
to owners, after verification 
as to why they were being 
paid such a low amount. 
The complainant then filed 
a representation with the 
President praying that Cus-
toms Department should 
be ordered to make pay-

ment of sale proceeds of 
the vehicles at prevailing 
market rates as well as re-
fund all the duties/charges 
which were paid. 
During the proceedings, it 
was pointed out that after 
the completion of all formal-
ities, the ship carrying the 
vehicles landed at another 
terminal and the Customs 
Department auctioned the 
vehicles without any no-
tice to the importer, and 
that the Customs Duty was 
refunded to unauthorized 
clearing agents, which re-
sulted in huge financial loss 
to the importers/owners. 
During the hearing, FBR’s 
representative admitted the 
fault of the Customs person-
nel in handling the matter 
due to a lack of communi-
cation and system barriers. 
He said that as per Customs 
Rules, if the goods were not 
cleared within 15 days of 
the date of arrival at a Cus-
toms Station, the same could 
be sold in an auction. He 
further informed that FBR 
had initiated disciplinary 
proceedings against the de-

linquent officials involved in 
mishandling the matter and 
they had also been served a 
charge sheet in pursuance of 
the order of the Mohtasib. 
He added that the licences of 
the agents, who disappeared 
with the money, had also 
been cancelled. 
The President concluded 
that mishandling of the im-
ported vehicles on the part 
of the Customs Department 
was not denied and malad-
ministration had been estab-
lished. He said that due to 
the negligence of officials, 
importers/owners suffered 
a huge financial loss and 
mental agony. He added that 
it was a fact that financial loss 
occurred due to negligence, 
lack of communication, and 
deviation from the established 
clearing system of the Cus-
toms.  The President said that 
the citizen was aggrieved by 
the wrong committed by Cus-
tom Officials and not due to 
fault of his own, therefore, his 
representation was accepted 
and FBR was directed to re-
fund the amount as per the 
value assessed.

China-Pakistan 
infrastructure  

construction fruitful 
ISLAMABAD: China-Pakistan infrastructure construction 
is leading to fruitful achievements, mainly because of Chi-
na State Construction Engineering Corporation (CSCEC) 
which entered the Pakistani market in 1984 long before 
CPEC.  Many major projects in Pakistan have been con-
structed by this company, which showed the quality and 
professionalism of this corporation, according to an arti-
cle carried by Gwadar Pro on Monday.
The CSCEC has built five thermal power plants in Pa-
kistan and these projects include Jamshoro, Faisalabad, 
Lakhala, Kotri and Mustafa Go. Thanks to these thermal 
power plants, two million watts of electricity capacity has 
been increased in Pakistan. Along with the construction 
of these thermal power plants, in the mid-1990s, this cor-
poration completed a huge project in the Sindh province. 
Karachi, as the largest densely populated city in Pakistan, 
in which the big and long-standing problems is sewage 
treatment.  Thus, CSCEC played a key role in solving this 
problem and by building the Karachi Sewage Treatment 
Plant, the positive effects are permanently seen on the ur-
ban life of Karachi. A very important factor in the econom-
ic relations between China and Pakistan is the defense co-
operation between the two countries.  The JF Seventeen 
Thunder aircraft is  most important for Pakistan in terms 
of its defense needs and the interesting thing is that the 
same company is credited with construction of factory at 
the place where the aircraft is manufactured. This facto-
ry is located in the famous Airbase Kamra of Pakistan. 
Similarly, another indispensable project was completed in 
Islamabad. The passenger terminal building of Islamabad 
International Airport has been constructed by the same 
company, while a large business center named Centau-
rus is standing in Islamabad and the construction of this 
business center is also a proof of the technical skills of 
the same company. In Lahore, the famous tallest building 
in the city - Arfa Karim IT Tower is also a masterpiece of 
the same enterprise. The building is named after a teen-
age girl who is a Pakistani IT luminary and the youngest 
Microsoft Certified Professional.  Unfortunately, she died 
at a very young age, so people use this building as a 
memorial to her. While the largest economic cooper-
ation project between Pakistan and China CPEC, the 
largest transportation infrastructure project of CPEC 
PKM (Sukhar Multan Section) construction contract 
was also awarded to the same corporation in 2015.  
The past record of CSCEC is a witness that whatev-
er contract they have signed, they have completed the 
contract according to the spirit of the contract. —DNA

Seven police stations solarized 
to save Rs  74 million

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital Territory Police have saved Rs. 74 million by shifting seven police stations and 
various offices to efficient energy system.  According to the vision of Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
and following the approval of Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah Khan, the police introduced an environment-friendly major 
energy saving project.  All police stations, lines, safe city, offices and other buildings and equipment of Islamabad Capital 
Police are being shifted to efficient energy system. i.e. solar energy. Under this project, the power source of all devices 
will be converted to solar energy and the main objective of this whole project is to ensure austerity and save energy.  Dur-
ing the last three months, this ongoing initiative has resulted in remarkable achievements and implementation of solar 
energy system in seven police stations including Golra, Sihala, Women, Bhara Kahu, Shahzad Town, Sabzi Mandi, and 
Tarnol which led to substantial savings.  The police have saved 68,648 units of electricity and saved around Rs. 74 million 
after shifting to this system. By adopting solar energy system, the police  contributed towards friendly environment. 
The funds previously allocated for electricity bills can be utilized to support operational duties effectively. The adoption 
of solar power system demonstrates Islamabad capital police’s commitment for pollution-free and greener Islamabad. 
This project will not only transform police stations into ‘green police stations’ but also to contribute towards eco-friendly 
Islamabad. Furthermore, the integration of solar energy ensures an uninterrupted supply of electricity to police stations 
by replacing conventional energy sources.   The police department is actively exploring additional measures to enhance 
the efficiency of the solar power system and its output would be further improved in near future.—DNA
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Sudan’s civilians:  
important, not incidental

US waging long-term 
trade attack

W hen foreign diplomats fled Sudan as fighting engulfed Khar-
toum, some denied Sudanese civilians the means to follow 
them to safety. American and French staff shredded passports 

handed in by those seeking visas, to ensure they did not fall into the 
wrong hands. Others simply left them locked inside abandoned embas-
sies. This speaks to the disregard shown to those caught up in the strug-
gle between two generals: Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, Sudan’s army chief 
and de facto leader, and Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, known as Hemedti, 
who commands the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces. The fighting is 
not only trashing hospitals, markets and homes. The political analyst 
Kholood Kair says the conflict has “completely annihilate[d] Sudanese 
political, social and economic life”. The UN expert for human rights in 
Sudan, Radhouane Nouicer, warned on Tuesday: “This is the destruction 
of a country in a way that is dehumanising its people.” More than 850 
civilians have been killed, thousands injured and hundreds of thousands 
displaced since violence erupted in mid-April.
The latest patchy, fragile ceasefire has begun, following a deal brokered 
by Washington and Riyadh. But expectations are at rock bottom. Both 
sides remain aggressive; neither has gained a decisive advantage and 
previous ceasefires have been partially honoured, if at all. While the sit-
uation in Khartoum has commanded the most attention, there are con-
cerns that the conflict in Darfur is already broadening. 
Not only are civilians suffering from indiscriminate attacks, but civil soci-
ety activists are being targeted by people on both sides. That is, perhaps, 
hardly surprising, when the generals were previously united in prevent-
ing a transition to civilian government. Those whom the country most 
needs are being detained, killed or forced to flee.
This conflict has already demonstrated that counting on military strong-
men for stability is a grotesque error. Saudi Arabia, which has ties to 
both leaders but is regarded as broadly neutral, has been key in bringing 
them to the table and reaching this ceasefire agreement. No one imagi-
nes it will see the return to democracy as an important goal, however. 
Senior White House engagement and the appointment of a special envoy 
could help stabilise the situation and should also press for civilian 
involvement in the longer term. 
More than half of Sudan’s population needs humanitarian aid. 
Over 300,000 civilians have fled to neighbouring countries, where 
many are extremely vulnerable. While the UN has launched a $3bn 
appeal for help, the UK has just slashed funding to east Africa. 
As many feared, the international spotlight has swung away from 
this violence following the evacuation of foreigners. But Sudanese 
civilians must not be treated as an afterthought.

W ere it not for US Deputy Trade Representative Sarah Bianchi’s in-
terview with Reuters after the “Indo-Pacific” Economic Framework 
for Prosperity talks wrapped up in Detroit, Michigan, on Saturday, 

the statutory four-year review of the previous Donald Trump administration’s 
initial tariff actions and their subsequent modifications by the Joe Biden ad-
ministration might have passed under the public radar.
That to some extent shows that the US society, including the parties suffering 
from the tariffs, have given up hope of any suspension of the tariffs, particularly 
as the inflation in the United States that prompted the Biden administration to 
consider adjusting the tariffs last year has now eased.
Bianchi’s remarks on the Office of the US Trade Representative’s review of 
whether to keep the tariffs on Chinese goods in place reinforced that judgment. 
“We are conducting the review from an analytical perspective. We’re not 
base-casing any breakthrough in the trade relationship. We’re not assum-
ing that that will happen.” Moreover, the deputy trade representative, who 
oversees trade engagement with Asia, added that the USTR is continuing 
to study industry and stakeholder comments on the duties and consulting 
with the US Commerce Department, the Treasury and other agencies to de-
termine which categories make strategic sense, hinting that more imports 
from China might be added to the tariffs. The tariffs on thousands of imports 
from China, valued at around $370 billion at the time, were imposed by the 
Trump administration in 2018 and 2019 as a bargaining chip for its trade 
talks with Beijing. After passing the inflation pressure test — with much of 
the cost of the tariffs having been passed on to US consumers and busi-
nesses — and with no intention of mending ties with Beijing, the Biden 
administration sees no reason not to keep the tariffs in place. With its 
blacklist sanctions precisely targeting China’s high-tech sectors, the tar-
iffs are being used to hurt China’s lower-end manufacturing industries. 
Bianchi’s remarks came just two days after Chinese Commerce Minister 
Wang Wentao raised objections against the tarif fs as an issue of con-
cern during a meeting with US Trade Representative Katherine Tai 
in Detroit on the sidelines of an Asia-Pacif ic Economic Coopera-
tion trade meeting on Thursday, the f irst Cabinet- level exchanges 
between Washington and Beijing in months.
Considering that the duties are viewed by the Biden administration as 
“significant leverage” over China and that Congress has delegated much 
of its tariff authority to the president, so as to avoid censure by a few 
vocal industries, the so-called importance and necessity of maintaining 
such “conversations” between the two sides highlighted by Bianchi in 
her interview is questionable for Beijing.
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“Samarkand solidarity initiative”  
must be supported globally

China and the West: Deadly  
enemies or prosperous allies?

Irfan Shahzad Takalvi

Baria Alamuddin

D uring around past seven years of the lead-
ership of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, Uz-
bekistan has recorded holistic, broad-based 

and multifaceted progress which is open for the en-
tire world to see. 
The political system, the governance edifice and the 
structure of economy have all been modernized, trans-
formed and made inclusive. These moves are backed 
by an overwhelming majority of Uzbek people, as is 
visible from the results on 2021 presidential election 
and recent constitutional referendum in this Central 
Asian republic.   The results are visible in the form 
of noticeable confidence among the people, smooth 
functioning of the governance system and improving 
socio-economic indicators. 
Apart from focus on his own nation’s well-being, Pres-
ident Mirziyoyev has also taken pathbreaking, inno-
vative and engaging steps aimed at tackling regional 
and international issues. These include, but are not 
limited to, proving a leading role for finding lasting 
solutions to the Afghanistan imbroglio as well as pro-
moting regional cooperation and integration not only 
intra-region but also inter-regional. I have noted at 
certain platforms that his role as ‘Integrator-in-Chief’ 
of Central Asia is well manifested. Solid pushes for 
Central-South Asia connectivity, Eurasian integration 
and efforts for resolving non-traditional security is-
sues such and ecological challenges and food security 
are also there to mention. 
A very successful holding of Samarkand Summit of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is Sep-
tember 2022 – the first face to face summit of the 
grouping since 2019 – indeed needs a special men-
tion. It has been noted globally that the ‘Smarkand 
Spirit’ injected a new vitality into overall work and 
functioning of SCO.  A common thread one can notice 
throughout Uzbek President’s national, regional and 

global initiatives is patronage for and encouragement 
of generation of new ideas and much needed intellec-
tual exchanges. This, it would not be wrong to assert 
here, is unprecedented. Hardly can one actually note 
such an ostensible attention and emphasis by a leader 
on involvement of intellectuals, academics, opinion 
makers and centers of knowledge – the think-tanks.  
Uzbek leader’s initiatives and personal attention in 
recent years have already reclaimed the same po-
sition and glory for the historic city of Samarkand, 
what it has been known for, over centuries since 
medieval times. Yes, we are talking about the city’s 
intellectual, academic and cultural glory that distin-
guishes it among the cities of the region. Besides 
giving the city a developmental face-lift, a number 
of high-level cultural and academic events and ac-
tivities (linked with SCO summit and also separate-
ly) have been held in the city and many more are 
in the pipeline – notably Samarkand International 
Platform – which are contributing immensely to 
highlight city’s well-deserved place on regional and 
global intellectual map. 
One of the most inspiring ideas in this connection, 
in my view, is the Samarkand Solidarity Initiative 
for Common Security and Prosperity. It was brough 
forward by President Shavkat Mirziyoyev on the 
eve of SCO Summit, and since has won endorse-
ment from the leaders of all SCO members’ leader-
ship as is recorded in the Samarkand Declaration 
of SCO, 2022. And it has been backed once again 
by the leadership of China and Central Asian na-
tions in the recently held China-Central Asia Sum-
mit, in Xi’an. The ‘Xi’an Declaration 2023 stands 
testimony to the fact that Samarkand Solidarity 
Initiative is finding itself increasingly relevant, and 
manifesting itself as the need of the hour.  Seen in 
the background of China’s Global Security Initiative, 

Global Development Initiative, and Global Civilization 
Initiative – the Samarkand Solidarity Initiative enrich-
es the discourse and brightens the minds by adding 
an all-important dimension, i.e., solidarity. It goes 
without saying that solidarity among and between the 
societies and nations becomes a pre-requite for any 
form of cooperative effort to realize. 
While intellectual deliberations on further explana-
tion and development of the initiative are already in 
the offing and an international moot is also planned 
in Samarkand, it is the time that world community 
specially regional nations and institutions must come 
forward to express all-out support for this initiative. 
The basic thrust, as the Initiative itself seeks, is the 
coming together of nations notwithstanding their 
bilateral issues, differences of political and develop-
mental systems, diversity of approaches and being 
part of a wide array of organizations and groupings.  
Hence, the taking forward of ‘Smarkand Sprit’ means 
a spread of the Spirit of Solidarity. 
While the idea of Samrakand Solidarity Initi-
ative gains ground, the Uzbek side under the 
leadership of Shavkat Mirziyoyev must also 
work on its part to make it a lasting endeav-
or – intellectually, administratively and on 
the ground. The task requires regular delib-
erations, development of proper concept pa-
pers, outlining the range of moves to be made 
and ideally having a permanent secretariate / 
team. An initiative like this would certainly win 
support and backing, once it gets going. And 
it would certainly bring positive outcomes for 
this region of Central, South and West Asia.

—The author is Founding President of 
the Eurasian Century Institute (ECI), 

Islamabad-Pakistan and may be 
accessed at irfanzad@gmail.com 

T he China-brokered agreement in March 
to restore diplomatic ties between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran caught the entire planet 

by surprise — not only because of its implications 
for Middle Eastern realignments but also because 
of Beijing’s conspicuous midwife role, with states 
such as the US scarcely even aware of the magni-
tude of what was transpiring. It was an unmistak-
able signal that China had definitively emerged as 
a diplomatic world power, with clear ambitions to 
achieve much, much more.
Once upon a time, China scarcely seemed to have 
a foreign policy beyond vague pronouncements 
about non-interference in others’ domestic affairs. 
The Belt and Road initiative profoundly changed all 
this, through massive infrastructure investments 
in a multitude of Asian and African states. While 
many developing nations have benefited immensely 
from Chinese-engineered roads, ports, bridges and 
railways, the flipside can be seen in how heavily in-
debted states such as Pakistan, Sri Lanka and Ango-
la have become locked in a straitjacket of Chinese 
domination. In Afghanistan, Chinese diplomats 
have exploited the West’s withdrawal to become 
one of the few states systematically engaging with 
the Taliban. China has also agreed to invest $400 
billion in Iran’s economy in exchange for heavily 
discounted Iranian oil – one of many factors that 
have caused the interests of Tehran, Moscow and 
Beijing to enmesh evermore closely. Economic and 
political cooperation between Beijing and Arab Gulf 
states has notably flourished, with China now Saudi 
Arabia’s largest export market. China is an unpar-
alleled economic powerhouse. In recent decades, 
Chinese leaders ruthlessly tended to prioritize 
rapid economic expansion over everything else, 
creating millions of jobs for immense new cohorts 
of young people emerging every year from schools 
and universities. In just a decade, Chinese average 
household income increased by 400 percent.
But having scrapped constitutional presidential 
term limits and embarked on his third term, Xi 
Jinping’s authoritarian security-first predilections 
have unmistakably come to the fore. With policies 
that have had a chilling impact on international 

trade relations, such as punitive measures against 
certain foreign businesses, the risk for China’s 
leadership is that the resulting economic slowdown 
could fuel turbulent dissatisfaction among its pop-
ulation.
The Ukraine conflict was a wakeup call that major 
foreign invasions or global superpower confronta-
tions weren’t just a relic of the 20th century. This 
realization has dramatically prompted NATO states 
to re-evaluate their collective security – particu-
larly throwing into relief the challenges emerging 
from China, which has 10 times the GDP and 10 
times the population of Russia.
Indeed, with Beijing’s unique relationship to 
Vladimir Putin, we may yet see China again come 
to play the role of peacemaker before too long. It is 
entirely Xi Jinping’s choice whether he desires his-
tory to know him as a warmonger and autocrat, or a 
champion of global peace, stability and prosperity.
While American foreign policy under Donald Trump 
then Joe Biden has become inexorably more hos-
tile toward China, European states have been more 
conflicted — wishing to prioritize trade but unable 
to wholly ignore glaring human rights violations 
and strategic challenges. Muslim states seeking 
closer alignment with Beijing have likewise strug-
gled to address the systematic abuse of millions of 
Uyghurs.  Is West-China armed confrontation inev-
itable? Everybody hopes not, but an extraordinary 
number of flashpoint issues have emerged between 
the two blocs, the most inflammatory of which is 
Taiwan. If Beijing is hellbent on armed invasion to 
reabsorb Taiwan back into China, as many of its 
public pronouncements indicate, and if Washington 
is serious about military action to prevent this, then 
it simply becomes a question of when confrontation 
would occur and how far-reaching it would be.  
The recent G7 summit sought to take a mid-
dle-ground approach of “de-risking,” whereby West-
ern companies wouldn’t fully disengage from Chi-
na, but would reduce the risk of being caught in the 
crossfire of future escalatory scenarios, along with 
limitations on the sales of sensitive equipment.
One of the reasons Russia must be definitively de-
feated in Ukraine is that leaders such as Xi should 

ultimately look at the decisions Putin made and 
think: “I don’t want that to happen to me.” Just as 
the 2003 Iraq invasion was an unmitigated disaster, 
the Ukraine invasion should leave a large enough 
wound in the global psyche for no leader to consid-
er any further such war of aggression for at least 
another century. Full-blown direct confrontation 
between America and China would be a recipe for 
Armageddon.
Such scenarios should be a wakeup call to leaders 
in China, America and elsewhere that we are all bet-
ter off when this newly multilateral international 
environment is governed by a strict system of mu-
tually binding rules, in which leaders are beholden 
to behave responsibly — and with real penalties for 
all those who violate their obligations.
China and the US have been locked in a zero-sum 
mentality, when in fact the opposite is true: trade 
between them has soared in the past two decades 
since China joined the World Trade Organization, 
with China now the US’s third-biggest export mar-
ket, and total merchandise trade between the two 
countries climbing to nearly $700 billion in 2022 — 
despite all the economic saber-rattling!
If both sides can put their playground one-upman-
ship and petty differences aside then the entire 
planet thrives. America’s climate envoy John Kerry 
is due to hold talks with China about issues such as 
reducing global dependence on coal and methane 
reduction, a critical reminder of the necessity of 
superpower cooperation in ensuring the planet’s 
very survival.
America and its allies must up their diplomatic 
game for addressing this full spectrum of East-West 
challenges, particularly as — unlike Iran, North Ko-
rea and perhaps even Russia — China is too big and 
too crucial to be simply contained or sidelined. 
However, Beijing too must learn that if it desires to 
be a world-class power, it must lead by example and 
accord the people of Hong Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang and 
Taiwan the dignity and rights that will allow China to 
take its rightful place as a global force to be admired 
and emulated.

Courtesy: Arab News
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ROME: Olivier Giroud secured 
Champions League qualification 
for AC Milan with the only goal 
in Sunday’s 1-0 win at troubled 
Juventus. Giroud guided home 
a brilliant header from Davide 
Calabria’s cross in the 40th min-
ute to guarantee Milan at least 
fourth place and complete Italy’s 
line-up in Europe’s top club com-
petition next season.
It was the one moment of qual-
ity in an otherwise drab match 
in Turin in which little of con-
sequence happened apart from 
Giroud’s 12th league goal of the 
season.  Stefano Pioli’s side, 
who were knocked out of this 
year’s Champions League in 
the semi-finals by Inter Milan, 
join their local rivals, Lazio and 
champions Napoli on the conti-
nent’s big stage. They are six 
points ahead of fifth-placed Ata-
lanta with one match left in what 
has been a long season and one 
in which their title defence col-
lapsed after the World Cup.
“This was the first time we tru-
ly tried to be competitive in two 
tournaments and we were lack-

ing something,” said Pioli.  “We 
can enjoy the win and qualifica-
tion, but it was a strange season 
for many reasons.”
Juve meanwhile stay seventh 
and in the Europa Conference 
League spot after being deduct-
ed 10 points for illicit transfer 

activity by the Italian Football 
Federation on Monday.
Massimiliano Allegri’s side can 
still reach the Europa League 
spots as they are one point be-
hind Roma in sixth, although 
the spectre of more punishment 
for financial irregularities hangs 

over the Turin giants.
Lecce ensured Serie A survival 
after late penalty drama gave 
them a 1-0 win over Monza, 
while a crushing late draw with 
Empoli took Verona’s survival 
battle to the final day. Lorenzo 
Colombo rammed home the spot-

kick which maintained Lecce’s 
Serie A status in the 11th minute 
of stoppage time after Christian 
Gytkjaer was penalised for hand-
ball following a VAR check.
Former Denmark forward Gyt-
kjaer had a penalty of his own 
saved by Wladimiro Falcone 
with six minutes of regular 
time remaining.
That allowed Colombo to fire Lec-
ce five points clear of the drop 
zone and cause coach Marco Bar-
oni to sink to his knees in joy and 
grief for his recently deceased fa-
ther. “I thought about my father 
because I lost him recently... I felt 
him by my side in that moment,” 
Baroni told DAZN.
Verona sit in the final relegation 
spot after a gut-wrenching Gi-
angiacomo Magnani own goal in 
the sixth minute of injury time 
which snatched a 1-1 draw for 
safe Empoli. They are level on 31 
points with 17th-placed Spezia, 
whom they might have to face in 
a play-off devised this season to 
decide who ends up in 18th place 
between teams who finish on the 
same points. – APP

Giroud seals Champions League qualification for Milan

Briefs
SC puts off 
ECP’s plea 

indefinitely 
From PAge 01

Chief Justice Bandial also 
remarked that the “high 
political  temperature” 
was not helpful in any way 
for the economy as well 
as the  law and order sit-
uation in the country. We 
want to do things for pub-
lic  welfare, he added The 
CJP wondered why the 
federal government made 
a law to clip the  powers 
of the chief justice. “This 
court implements the 
law of freedom  of judi-
ciary. The court under-
stands that Article 184-3 
should be  reviewed,” he 
observed.  After hearing 
arguments of the attor-
ney general, the Supreme 
Court  adjourned the 
hearing of the case till 
June 1 (Thursday).

Despite PTI 
exodus vote 
belongs only 

to Imran: 
Asad

From PAge 01
right or wrong, should 
not be judged during ral-
lies and TV programmes. 
It should not be the case 
that political opponents 
become targets of re-
venge. Just because we 
have to run the democracy 
together does not mean 
that those who indulge in 
corruption should go un-
punished. The rule of law 
should prevail, and those 
who break the law should 
be punished.”
When asked about the 
improvement in the eco-
nomic situation of the 
country, Umar respond-
ed that the report from 
PBS has come out which, 
according to him, stated 
that the conditions for 250 
million people of Pakistan 
are extremely challenging. 
Earlier, a division bench 
of the IHC granted protec-
tive bail to Asad Umar till 
Thursday and instructed 
him to approach the rele-
vant court in Lahore dur-
ing the time period.

Pakistani 
leaders 

congratulate 
Erdogan 
From PAge 01

voice for their inalienable 
rights. His presidential 
victory & that of  AKP in 
parliamentary elections 
is significant in so many 
ways,  reflecting the trust 
& confidence of the Turk-
ish people in his dynamic  
leadership. The bilateral 
relations between Paki-
stan & Turkiye will  con-
tinue to stay on an upward 
trajectory. I keenly look 
forward to  working with 
him to further deepen 
our strategic partnership 
in line  with the excellent 
brotherhood between our 
two peoples.”
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari also con-
veyed his felicitations  to 
President Erdogan. He 
tweeted: “Heartiest con-
gratulations to H.E  @RTEr-
dogan on his re-election. 
His historic victory reflects 
the trust  of the Turkish na-
tion in his visionary leader-
ship. Wishing Türkiye  eter-
nal peace and prosperity 
as we continue our unique 
journey of  brotherhood.
Former president and 
Chairman Pakistan Peo-
ples Party Parliamentari-
ans,  Asif Ali Zardari has 
congratulated Recep Tayy-
ip Erdogan on being elect-
ed  as the President of 
Türkiye for the third time. 
In his message, Zardari  
said that Erdogan’s vic-
tory is a manifestation of 
his popularity among  the 
Turkish people. He prayed 
that Türkiye reaches new 
heights of  development 
under his leadership. 
In his congratulatory mes-
sage posted on Twitter 
handle, JUI Chief  Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman wrote: 
“I heartily congratulate 
the Honorable  President 
@RTErdogan on behalf 
of the nation of Pakistan 
and JUIP for  being unde-
feated once again in the 
presidential election of 
Türkiye.  Under his lead-
ership, the journey of the 
development of the Turk-
ish  nation will continue 
and new goals of Türkiye’s 
relations with Pakistan  
and the Islamic world will 
be reached, In sha Allah.”

wapda claim tennis event 
in National Games

The IPC Minister congratulated all the medal winners and appreciated the efforts of 
all players and coaches from the participating teams. Ehsan Mazari also congratulated 

the Balochistan government for conducting the successful National Games and said 
that the athletes got an opportunity to show their skills in the National Games
afzal javeD 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Wapda 
won the Men’s and women’s tro-
phies of the tennis event by win-
ning five gold medals of the 34th 
edition of National Games here at 
PTF Tennis Complex, Islamabad 
on Monday conducted by Pakistan 
Tennis Federation (PTF).
Federal Minister for Inter-Provin-
cial Coordination (IPC) Ehsan ur 
Rehman Mazari graced the chief 
guest at the medal ceremony, 
while Director General Pakistan 
Sports Board (PSB) Shoaib Kho-
so, President Balochistan Tennis 
Association Justice Ejaz Yousaf, 
SEVP-PTF Iftikhar Rashid, Sec-
retary General-PTF Col. ( R) Gul 
Rehman, DDG PSB Saeed Akhtar 
and large number of tennis lovers 
were also present during the con-
cluding ceremony.
In the  Men’s Singles Final, Aqeel 

Khan(Wapda) outclassed strong 
opponent Huzaifa Abdul Rehman 
(ARMY)  by his attacking game 
in both sets to win the gold med-
al with 7-5, 6-1. In the ladies’ 
Final Sarah Mahboob (WAPDA) 
stunned Ushna Suhail (WAPDA) 
6-4,3-6(10-8) and won the Gold 
medal in the national games .
Speaking on the occasion, the 
IPC Minister congratulated all 
the medal winners and appre-
ciated the efforts of all players 
and coaches from the participat-
ing teams. Ehsan Mazari also 
congratulated the Balochistan 
government for conducting the 
successful National Games and 
said that the athletes got an op-
portunity to show their skills in 
the National Games.
Minister said that more sports 
competitions will promote sports 
in the country as well as young tal-
ented players who won the med-
als will be encouraged. 

Jose Mourinho eyeing 
more European glory

MILAN: Jose Mourinho will put his 
remarkable European record on 
the line when Roma face Sevilla in 
Wednesday’s Europa League final 
with a second straight continental 
cup up for grabs. The 60-year-old 
coaching icon has never lost a Euro-
pean final in his career, five wins from 
five over two decades making him the 
first manager to reach a UEFA final 
with four different clubs.
Mourinho announced himself on 
the big stage in 2003 when he led 
Porto to the UEFA Cup, the Europa 
League’s precursor, and the following 
year he claimed the first of two Cham-
pions League triumphs.
And 20 years on he is ready to take 
his tally of European trophies to six 
at Roma, who tasted success in last 
year’s Europa Conference League.
The Italian capital has become a hap-
py home for a coach whose time had 
looked to be over following his unful-
filling time at Tottenham Hotspur.
“Better coach, better person, same 

DNA. The DNA is motivation, is hap-
piness. Desire for these big moments, 
and these are the feelings that I try 
to pass to the boys,” Mourinho told 
reporters on Thursday.
“I think you can be better and better 
with your experiences... I think your 
brain becomes sharper and the accu-
mulation of knowledge is better with 
the years. “I think you stop when you 
lose motivation, my motivation grows 
up every day... I think I am better 
now.” Mourinho has become a bona 
fide hero to Roma fans after winning 
their team’s first ever major Euro-
pean honour last season, a triumph 
which moved the Portuguese veteran 
to tears. A deep emotional connection 
has developed between coach and the 
supporters – who had waited since 
2008 to see their team lift a trophy.
It was reminiscent of his passion-
ate, short-lived love affair with Inter 
Milan where in his pomp 13 years 
ago he won the treble of Serie A, 
Champions League and Italian Cup.

“It’s because I give everything... Peo-
ple aren’t stupid. In the Roma case I 
think it is above winning or European 
finals. I think they feel like I wore the 
shirt and I fight for them every day,” 
said Mourinho.
“Maybe people think you cannot love 
every club. Yes, I love every club. I 
love every club because I also felt it 
the other way around, they also love 
me. So with Roma, one day it will be 
hard but we will be connected forev-
er.” Roma come into the match in 
shaky form and hammered by injury 
problems which have accompanied 
them throughout the season.
The only matches Mourinho’s team 
have won in their last 10 have been 
the home legs of the quarter- and 
semi-finals against Feyenoord and 
Bayer Leverkusen which took them to 
Wednesday’s showdown in Budapest.
Roma’s starting line-up will almost 
certainly not feature injury-prone 
star Paulo Dybala, who has had ankle 
problems since an awful tackle by At-
alanta’s Jose Palomino a month ago 
and is hoping to be on the bench.
“I don’t think so, honestly, I don’t 
think so,” said Mourinho when 
asked if there was any chance Dyba-
la could start. – Agencies

‘Nawaz, 
Tareen 
cannot 

benefit from 
new law’
From PAge 01

Nawaz and Tareen as they 
both have exercised their 
right of review against their 
sentences.  Earlier today, 
Attorney General for Paki-
stan (AGP) Mansoor Usman 
Awan, during the hearing of 
the Punjab polls case in the 
Supreme Court, apprised 
the court that the law for the 
review of suo motu judge-
ments had come into effect. 
The Supreme Court Review 
of Judgements and Orders 
Bill, 2023, came into force 
Friday after President Arif 
Alvi’s assent. The law states 
that for reviewing a suo motu 
judgement, a bigger bench — 
than the one that issued the 
order — will hear the case. 
“In case of judgements and 
orders of the SC in exercise 
of its original jurisdiction 
under Article 184 of the 
Constitution, the scope of 
review on both facts and 
law, shall be the same as an 
appeal under Article 185 of 
the Constitution,” the law 
reads.  The law minister 
also said that the court’s 
verdict was considered 
the final one under Article 
184(3), stating that “there 
is no room for revision or 
curative review in our law”.
“Under the new law, com-
mon people would be given 
relief under Article 184(3),” 
he added. The federal minis-
ter further said that a debate 
had taken place in the Na-
tional Assembly regarding 
the Supreme Court (Review 
of Judgements and Orders) 
Act. “The debate was broad-
casted live when the Act was 
presented in the National 
Assembly and Senate.”  A 
review petition can be filed 
for any case under the new-
ly-approved bill, he added.  

Tareen 
likely to 

announce 
new party 

From PAge 01
The development came 
during a luncheon hosted 
in honour of JKT and his 
aides at the residence of 
former PTI leader Aleem 
Khan. JKT, accompanied by 
“important political person-
alities” is likely to announce 
the launch of a new political 
party, the sources added.
A day earlier, Tareen made 
telephonic contacts with 
more than 100 political lead-
ers, including current and 
those leaders who have re-
cently bid adieu to the PTI 
after the May 9 mayhem.
The former ruling party has 
been feeling the heat of the 
state’s might after enraged 
PTI workers allegedly at-
tacked sensitive military 
installations, including the 
Lahore Corps Command-
er’s House and the General 
Headquarters in Rawalpindi 
following the arrest of party 
chairman Imran Khan on May 
9 — a day the army dubbed as 
“Black Day”. The exodus of 
leaders from the party start-
ed when the government de-
cided to try the May 9 van-
dals in the military courts.

Djokovic 
battles into 

French 
Open second 

round
PARIS: Novak Djokovic 
started his bid for a men’s 
record 23rd Grand Slam 
singles title with a straight-
sets victory over Aleksan-
dar Kovacevic in the French 
Open first round on Mon-
day, as Carlos Alcaraz wait-
ed to open his tournament.
Two-time Roland Garros 
champion Djokovic held off 
a late rally from his Amer-
ican opponent on Court 
Philippe Chatrier to clinch 
a 6-3, 6-2, 7-6 (7/1) victory.
He has still not lost in his 
opening match of a major 
since the 2006 Australian 
Open. “I’m very motivated 
to stay in this tournament 
for a long time, it’s just the 
start now,” said Djokovic 
after kicking off his 19th 
consecutive French Open 
campaign. “I’m happy. I’ve 
started well and hope I can 
improve further for the 
next match.” The 36-year-
old will face Hungarian 
Marton Fucsovics, who 
he has beaten four times 
in as many meetings, in 
the second round. Djok-
ovic is only seeded third 
at Roland Garros this year 
despite the absence of his 
great rival and 14-time win-
ner Rafael Nadal through 
injury, behind world num-
ber one Alcaraz and Daniil 
Medvedev. – APP

Ten Hag issues FA  
Cup final rallying cry

MANCHESTER: Erik ten 
Hag told a raucous Old Traf-
ford that Manchester United 
have a "really good chance" 
of winning the FA Cup and 
ending local rivals Manches-
ter City's bid for a treble. 
United finished the Premier 
League season by coming 
from behind to beat Fulham 
2-1 on Sunday, a win that se-
cured third place in the table.
Already assured of Cham-
pions League qualification 
after defeating Chelsea on 
Thursday, United found 
themselves behind to an-
other west London club 

when Kenny Tete's early 
header put Fulham in front.
But David de Gea then 
saved Aleksandar Mitrovic's 
penalty before goals from 
Jadon Sancho and Bruno 
Fernandes sealed a 2-1 win.
Ten Hag has already be-
come something of a hero 
to United fans after guiding 
the club to a League Cup 
final win over Newcastle 
in February, a success that 
ended the Red Devils' six-
year trophy drought.
And he insisted they could 
add yet more silverware 
when they return to Wemb-

ley next week for an FA Cup 
final where Ten Hag's side 
will aim to scupper City's 
hopes of emulating United's 
celebrated 1998/99 treble 
of Premier League, FA Cup 
and Champions League titles 
all in the one season. Having 
thanked United's players and 
staff after presenting De Gea 
with the Golden Glove tro-
phy for the most clean sheets 
in this season's Premier 
League, United manager 
Ten Hag turned his attention 
to the club's supporters. "If 
you have our back, I'm sure 
we have a really good chance 

to take the (FA) Cup back 
to Old Trafford," he said to 
huge cheers from the home 
crowd. The Dutchman insist-
ed there was more to his as-
sertions than blind faith, with 
Ten Hag telling a post-match 
press conference: "We beat 
them in January, but I think 
Man United in the last cou-
ple of years beat City many 
times. "So, these players 
know when they play at their 
levels that they can compete.
"It's obvious we play against 
probably – at this moment – 
the best team, but still there 
is a chance and we have to 
go for the chance and we 
have to give everything." 
The enduring uncertainty 
regarding whether United's 
current owners, the US-
based Glazer family, will 
relinquish control despite 
initiating a sale process 
continues to hang over 
Old Trafford. But Ten 
Hag, who said he did not 
receive the same backing 
as United's top four rivals 
during the January trans-
fer window, was adamant 
sustained financial sup-
port was vital to club's on-
going success. –Agencies

Liverpool will 
return to title hunt
SOUTHAMTON: Jurgen Klopp has promised Liverpool 
will be challenging for the Premier League title next sea-
son after a disappointing campaign ended with a 4-4 draw 
away to already-relegated Southampton on Sunday. A point 
on the south coast left Liverpool in fifth place, with Klopp’s 
men having arrived at St Mary’s knowing they had missed 
out on a top-four finish for the first time since the 2015/16 
season. Liverpool, however, at least looked as if they would 
finish a trophy-less term with a flourish thanks to early 
goals from Diogo Jota and outgoing fans’ favourite Roberto 
Firmino. Yet they were left having to scramble for a point 
from 4-2 behind following Kamaldeen Sulemana’s double 
for Southampton, whose other goals came from James 
Ward-Prowse and Adam Armstrong.
Liverpool eventually extended their unbeaten run to 11 
games thanks to a goal from substitute Cody Gakpo and a 
second from Jota. But Reds boss Klopp was happy to see 
the back of a frustrating 2022/23. “There were moments 
during the season when you thought ‘the season will be 
four years long’,” he said. “Thank God for the last 11 
games, that helped massively, gave us a real boost, gave us 
a perspective, gave us a basis for what we have to do.” The 
German manager added: “That it didn’t turn into the best 
ever season, we see that, we know that, we are very disap-
pointed about the fact that we didn’t make it to the top four.
“But there are moments when you have to admit there 
were four teams that were better than us – that’s the 
truth. “We played a bad season, we come fifth, that is 
a message as well. “Imagine we were our normal self, 
which we absolutely will be again next season and will 
be a contender again. That’s how is it. The last 11 games 
helped us to realise that again.” Reflecting on Sunday’s 
match, Klopp said his side had made life hard for them-
selves in a “silly” period of a see-saw contest. “We are 
2-0 up and you know these Southampton players want to 
pay back to these people (home fans) and we let them, 
just opened the door for a really talented offensive team, 
with the speed they have,” he said. – Agencies

Mbappe named 
best French player
PARIS: Kylian Mbappe was voted the Ligue 1 player of the 
season for the fourth successive time Sunday after helping 
Paris Saint-Germain win a record 11th French title. The 
France star has scored 28 goals in the league this term and 
is on course to finish as the division’s top scorer for the 
fifth season running. “It’s a pleasure, I always wanted to 
win, to write my name into the league’s history. But even 
with all the ambition I have I didn’t expect to win so quick-
ly,” said Mbappe on receiving his award.
Mbappe, scorer of 40 goals this campaign, snubbed Real 
Madrid at the end of last season and signed a new three-
year contract to stay with PSG. According to reports, the 
24-year-old’s contract will run out next year unless he exer-
cises an option to stay until 2025. Asked about his future at 
the awards ceremony, Mbappe replied: “I will be here again 
next season.” He is the first four-time winner of a prize first 
awarded in 1994, surpassing Zlatan Ibrahimovic who won 
the accolade on three occasions with PSG.
Franck Haise of Lens was named coach of the season 
after leading the club to second place and a return to 
Champions League football for the first time in two 
decades. Lens goalkeeper Brice Samba was also hon-
oured while Paris Saint-Germain left-back Nuno Mendes 
earned the best young player award. He was one of 
four PSG players in the team of the season alongside 
Mbappe, Lionel Messi and Achraf Hakimi. – Agencies
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MANILA: Philippine officials 
began evacuating thousands of 
villagers, shut down schools and 
offices and imposed a no-sail ban 
Monday as Typhoon Mawar ap-
proached the country’s north-
ern provinces a week after 
battering the U.S. territory of 
Guam.
The typhoon is packing max-
imum sustained winds of 155 
kpm (96 mph) and gusts of 
up to 190 kph (118 mph) but 
is forecast to spare the north-
ern mountainous region a di-
rect hit. Current projections 
show the typhoon veering 
northeast by mid-week toward 
Taiwan or southern Japan. Au-
thorities warned of dangerous 
tidal surges, f lash floods and 
landslides as it blows past Ca-
gayan and the northernmost 
province of Batanes from 

Tuesday to Wednesday. Gusty 
winds lashed eastern villages 
of Cagayan on Monday, causing 
an old and unoccupied ware-
house in a wharf to collapse 
and prompting more villagers 
to move to evacuation centers. 
Nearly 5,000 people have 
sought shelter in Cagayan, 
Batanes and other provinces, 
said Assistant Secretary Raffy 
Alejandro of the Office of Civil 
Defense. He said the number 
was expected to rise given 
the precautionary evacuations 
that were underway in flood- 
and landslide-prone regions. 
Takeaways on debt ceiling: 
McCarthy’s balancing act, Bid-
en’s choice and the challeng-
es ahead Trump’s welcome of 
Scott into 2024 race shows his 
calculus: The more GOP rivals, 
the better for him
Russia issues arrest warrant 
for Lindsey Graham over 
Ukraine comments Biden and 

McCarthy reach a final deal to 
avoid US default and now must 
sell it to Congress
Classes and office work, except 
those involved in disaster-pre-
paredness, have been suspend-
ed. Flights to and from the 
provinces have been canceled 
and fishing and passenger ves-
sels prohibited from sailing. In 
at least one province, officials 
imposed a liquor ban.
“Even if the sun is up, the 
weather is so unpredictable 
nowadays and could change an-
ytime so we should always stay 
on the side of safety,” Alejan-
dro told The Associated Press. 
“We’re talking here of poten-
tial threats to lives.”
Mawar tore through Guam 
last week as the strongest ty-
phoon to hit the U.S. Pacific 
territory in over two decades, 
f lipping cars, tearing off roofs 
and knocking down power. 
“These typhoons, earthquakes 

and natural calamities have 
been a part of our lives,” Ba-
tanes Vice Gov. Ignacio Villa 
told the AP by telephone. “We 
cannot afford not to prepare 
because that would potentially 
mean the loss of lives and ma-
jor damage.” Army troops, po-
lice, firefighters and volunteer 
groups were standing by for 
search and rescue operations 
and more than a million food 
packs have been prepared for 
any contingency, officials said.
Villa said the local govern-
ment lent ropes to villagers 
in high-risk communities to 
strengthen their houses as 
the typhoon approached. 
Batanes, a chain of islands 
with about 19,000 people, 
has been experiencing night-
ly power outages in recent 
days because a tanker ship 
carrying fuel for its power 
generators had taken shel-
ter from the approaching 

typhoon.
While the typhoon was threat-
ening mostly the country’s 
northern provinces, govern-
ment forecasters said it could 
enhance monsoon rains in 
other regions farther south, 
including the capital, Manila, 
and in the central Philippines. 
About 20 typhoons and storms 
each year batter the Philippine 
archipelago, which also lies on 
seismic faults where volcan-
ic eruptions and earthquakes 
occur, making the Southeast 
Asian nation one of the world’s 
most disaster-prone.
In November 2013, Typhoon 
Haiyan left more than 7,300 
people dead or missing, f lat-
tened entire villages, swept 
ships inland, demolished about 
a million shanties and hous-
es and displaced more than 5 
million in one of the country’s 
poorest regions in the central 
Philippines.

Thousands evacuated as Philippines warns of flooding

Briefs
 Tinubu 

sworn in as 
Nigeria’s  

president
ABUJA: Long-time po-
litical kingmaker Bola 
Tinubu was sworn in as 
Nigerian president on 
Monday, succeeding Mu-
hammadu Buhari, a for-
mer general who stepped 
down after two terms in 
office.
The 71-year-old southern-
er takes over from the 
80-year-old northerner 
as Africa’s most popu-
lous nation faces a sea of 
economic troubles and a 
security crisis.
“As president of the Fed-
eral Republic of Nigeria I 
will discharge my duties 
and perform my func-
tions honestly to the best 
of my ability, faithfully 
and in accordance with 
the constitution,” Tinubu 
said, in a live broadcast 
from the capital Abuja’s 
Eagle Square.
Foreign leaders and rep-
resentatives present at 
the ceremony included 
presidents Cyril Rama-
phosa of South Africa, 
Paul Kagame of Rwanda 
and Nana Akufo-Addo of 
Ghana as well as delega-
tions from the US, Brit-
ain and China. 
Kashim Shettima was 
sworn in as vice presi-
dent, taking over from 
Yemi Osinbajo. The rul-
ing party duo were de-
clared winners of the 
February 25 election, 
gaining 8.8 million votes 
and picking up the re-
quired number of ballots 
across two-thirds of Nige-
ria’s states.—Agencies 

4 dead as 
tourist boat 

capsizes 
in Italy 

    

ATHENS: At least four 
tourists died when a tourist 
boat capsized in a northern 
Italian lake due to a sudden 
storm, local media report-
ed on Monday. The boat, 
which was carrying a group 
of foreign tourists celebrat-
ing a birthday and two crew 
members, capsized and 
sank in Lake Maggiore due 
to the sudden storm and 
strong winds, according to 
state-run ANSA news agen-
cy. Of the 20 people who 
managed to swim to safety, 
five were hospitalized, the 
report said. Among the vic-
tims were two women and 
two men, including three 
foreign nationals, according 
to local prosecutor Busto 
Arsizio.—APP

China 
prepares to 
send first 

civilian into 
space

JIUQUAN: China will 
send its first civilian as-
tronaut into space as part 
of a crewed mission to 
the Tiangong space sta-
tion on Tuesday as it pur-
sues its ambitious plans 
for a manned lunar land-
ing by 2030.
The world’s second-larg-
est economy has invested 
billions of dollars in its 
military-run space pro-
gramme, trying to catch 
up with the United States 
and Russia after years of 
belatedly matching their 
milestones.
Until now, all Chinese 
astronauts sent into 
space have been part of 
the People’s Liberation 
Army.
Gui Haichao is a pro-
fessor at Beijing’s Bei-
hang University, and 
will manage scientific 
experiments on the sta-
tion during the mission, 
China Manned Space 
Agency (CMSA) spokes-
person Lin Xiqiang told 
reporters on Monday.  
His mission will “carry 
out large-scale, in-orbit 
experiments... in the 
study of novel quantum 
phenomena, high-preci-
sion space time-frequen-
cy systems, the verifica-
tion of general relativity, 
and the origin of life,” 
Lin said.
“I’ve always had this 
dream,” Gui told a press 
conference on Monday.
His university said he 
hailed from an “ordinary 
family” in the southwest 
province of Yunnan.
He had “first felt the at-
traction of aerospace” lis-
tening to the news of Chi-
na’s first man in space, 
Yang Liwei, on campus 
radio in 2003, the insti-
tution said in a post on 
social media.—DNA

Shanghai 
records 

hottest May 
day in 100 

years
SHANGHAI: Shanghai re-
corded its hottest May day 
in 100 years on Monday, the 
city’s meteorological ser-
vice announced, shattering 
the previous high by a full 
degree. Scientists say glob-
al warming is exacerbating 
adverse weather, with many 
countries experiencing 
deadly heatwaves and tem-
peratures hitting records 
across Southeast and South 
Asia in recent weeks.
“At 13:09, the tempera-
ture at Xujiahui station 
hit 36.1 degrees Celsius 
(97 degrees Fahrenheit), 
breaking a 100-year-old re-
cord for the highest tem-
perature in May,” a post on 
the service’s official Weibo 
account read, referring to a 
metro station in the centre 
of China’s largest city.
The temperature at the bus-
tling station climbed even 
higher to 36.7C (98F) later 
in the afternoon, Shanghai’s 
meteorological service said.
That put it a full degree 
above the old record, 
35.7C, which has been 
recorded four times previ-
ously, in 1876, 1903, 1915 
and 2018, according to the 
weather service. Shanghai 
residents sweltered under 
the early-afternoon sun, 
with some apps showing 
a “feels like” temperature 
estimate of more than 40C 
(104F).—APP

Spanish PM 
calls snap 
elections 

MADRID: Spanish Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez 
called a surprise July 23 
snap election on Monday, 
a day after his Socialists 
suffered a drubbing in local 
and regional polls.
Widely seen as a dress 
rehearsal for a general 
election that had been ex-
pected at the end of the 
year, Sunday’s polls saw the 
main opposition conserva-
tive Popular Party chalk up 
the largest number of local 
votes. The PP also scored 
significant gains at a region-
al level, seizing six regions 
that had been under Social-
ist control. In a televised ad-
dress, Sanchez said he had 
informed King Felipe VI of 
his decision to dissolve par-
liament and “call a general 
election”  on July 23.
  “I have taken this decision 
in light of the results of yes-
terday’s elections,” he said.
“As the head of the govern-
ment and of the Socialist 
party, I take responsibility 
for the results and I think it 
is necessary to respond and 
submit our democratic man-
date to the popular will.”
  The polls will come short-
ly after Spain takes over the 
rotating presidency of the 
European Union on July 1.—
Agencies 

ADB 
approves 

$350 mln for 
Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO) :The Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
on Monday approved a 350 
million U.S. dollar special 
policy-based loan to provide 
budget support to Sri Lanka 
for economic stabilization, 
the ADB said in a press re-
lease.
The bank said that the pro-
gram is part of a broader 
package of financial as-
sistance anchored by the 
International Monetary 
Fund’s Extended Fund Fa-
cility for the country, which 
aims to stabilize the econo-
my and lay the foundation 
for economic recovery and 
sustained growth.
The ADB said Sri Lanka is 
facing a severe and unprec-
edented economic crisis, 
and high inflation has erod-
ed purchasing power, liveli-
hoods have been affected, 
and past development gains 
have been reversed.
“The ADB is concerned 
about the deep crisis in 
the country and its impact 
on the people of Sri Lan-
ka, especially the poor and 
the vulnerable, particularly 
women,” said ADB Presi-
dent Masatsugu Asakawa.
The ADB is committed to 
standing with Sri Lanka 
as it addresses its present 
challenges and strides to-
ward economic stabilization, 
sustainable recovery, and in-
clusive growth, said Asaka-
wa. Sri Lanka has embarked 
on bold reforms to address 
the causes of both internal 
and external imbalances 
and return to a sustainable 
debt trajectory, the ADB 
said. The country faces a 
long road to recovery and 
must remain steadfast in 
the implementation of neces-
sary.——APP

Pak, Bulgaria sign MoU for 
collaboration in maritime affairs

The signing of this MoU will help the two countries formalize  
their collaboration in the field of maritime affairs

newS DeSK

SOFIA: Pakistan and Bul-
garia signed the ‘Memo-
randum of Understanding 
on Maritime Cooperation’ 
today in the Ministry of 
Transport and Communi-
cation of Bulgaria. From 
Pakistani side, Ms. Mar-
iam Madiha Aftab, the 
Ambassador of Pakistan 
to the Republic of Bulgar-
ia signed the MoU, while, 
H.E. Hristo Alexiev, Dep-
uty Prime Minister for 
Economic Policies and 
Minister of Transport and 
Communication of Bulgar-
ia, signed the document 
from Bulgarian side.
The signing of this MoU 

will help the two countries formalize their collabo- ration in the field of mar-

itime affairs. Under the 
MoU, the two countries 
would expand and deep-
en cooperation on mat-
ters relating to maritime 
transport, facilitate liai-
son between their respec-
tive bodies dealing with 
maritime affairs, increase 
private sector awareness 
& cooperation, create mu-
tually beneficial economic 
opportunities and pro-
mote investments in this 
important field.
Speaking to media after 
the signing ceremony, the 
Ambassador of Pakistan 
said that signing of this 
MoU is yet another mile-
stone in the continuously 
strengthening bilateral 
relations of the two coun-

tries and will help the re-
spective authorities of the 
two countries to establish 
mutually beneficial col-
laboration. She also high-
lighted that, earlier, last 
month the two countries  
held the fifth round of Bi-
lateral Political Consulta-
tions during which propos-
als relating to collaboration 
between the two countries 
in diverse fields were dis-
cussed. On the occasion, 
the Ambassador also held 
a separate meeting with the 
Minister of Transport and 
Communication of Bulgaria 
during which proposals to 
enhance collaboration be-
tween the respective min-
istries of the two countries 
were discussed.   

07

Classes and office work, except those involved in disaster-preparedness, have been suspended.  
Flights to and from the provinces have been canceled and fishing and passenger vessels prohibited 

from sailing. In at least one province, officials imposed a liquor ban

Dna

ANKARA:  :Joe Biden and 
Vladimir Putin were among 
world leaders congratulat-
ing Turkish President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan after 
he won Sunday’s historic 
runoff election to extend 
his two-decade rule.
US President Biden said he 
hoped to work with Erdo-
gan on “shared global chal-
lenges”.
“I look forward to contin-
uing to work together as 
NATO allies on bilateral 
issues and shared global 
challenges,” Biden tweet-
ed, making no mention of 
recent tensions in the bilat-
eral relationship.
Russia’s President Putin, 
who has collaborated close-
ly with Erdogan on key in-
ternational issues despite 
some disagreements, told 
Turkey’s leader that his win 
was “the logical result of 
your dedicated work”.
“Your victory in these elec-
tions is the logical result 
of your dedicated work as 
head of the Turkish Repub-
lic, a clear evidence of the 
Turkish people’s support 
for your efforts to strength-
en state sovereignty and 
pursue an independent 

foreign policy,” Putin said, 
according to the Kremlin 
website.
 Ursula von der Leyen, 
President of the Commis-
sion of the European Un-
ion, which Erdogan aspires 
for Turkey to join, said the 
bloc wanted to strength-
en ties with the country. 
“I congratulate (Erdogan) 
on winning the elections. 
I look forward to continue 
building the EU-Turkiye 
relationship,” she wrote on 
Twitter, using an alternate 
spelling for Turkey. “It is 
of strategic importance for 
both the EU and Turkiye 
to work on advancing this 
relationship, for the ben-
efit of our people.”   Jens 
Stoltenberg, secretary gen-
eral of the NATO military 
alliance, of which Turkey 

is a member, also sent con-
gratulations. “Congratula-
tions President (Erdogan) 
on your re-election. I look 
forward to continuing our 
work together and prepar-
ing for the NATO Summit 
in July,” he tweeted. UN 
chief Antonio Guterres 
congratulated Erdogan on 
his re-election, the secre-
tary-general’s spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said in 
a statement Sunday.  He 
looks forward to further 
strengthening the cooper-
ation between Turkiye and 
the United Nations,” Du-
jarric added. French leader 
Emmanuel Macron said the 
two nations had “immense 
challenges” to work on to-
gether. Writing on Twitter, 
Macron said these includ-
ed the “return of peace to 
Europe”. “With President 
Erdogan, who I congrat-
ulate, we will continue to 
move forward,” he said. 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky welcomed 
the win for Erdogan, who 
since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine has positioned 
himself as a mediator in 
the conflict. “We count on 
the further strengthening 
of the strategic partner-
ship for the good of our 
countries, as well as the 

strengthening of coop-
eration for the security 
and stability of Europe,” 
Zelensky said in a post 
on Twitter, where he con-
gratulated Erdogan on his 
victory.                  German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
hailed the countries as 
“close partners and allies” 
whose “people and econ-
omies are deeply inter-
twined”.
“Congratulations to Pres-
ident Erdogan -- together 
we want to advance our 
common agenda with a 
fresh impetus,” Scholz 
wrote on Twitter.
Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi tweeted: 
“I am confident that our 
bilateral ties and cooper-
ation on global issues will 
continue to grow in the 
coming times.”
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sha-
rif said Erdogan was “a 
pillar of strength for the 
oppressed Muslims & a 
fervent voice for their in-
alienable rights. 
“His presidential victory 
& that of AKP in parlia-
mentary elections is sig-
nificant in so many ways, 
reflecting the trust & con-
fidence of the Turkish peo-
ple in his dynamic leader-
ship,” he tweeted.

World leaders congratulate 
Turkey’s victorious Erdogan

Australian PM 
condemns fear tactics 

in Indigenous vote
SYDNEY: Australia’s prime minister took a swipe Mon-
day at conservative “doomsayers” using fear tactics 
ahead of a referendum to give Indigenous people a voice 
on laws that affect them.
 Debate on the so-called Voice has turned increasing-
ly acrimonious, with supporters decrying deliberate 
disinformation and opponents saying it risks opening a 
racial divide. If passed, Indigenous Australians -- whose 
ancestors have lived on the continent for at least 60,000 
years -- would have a constitutionally enshrined right to 
be consulted by the government on laws that impact 
their community. More than 200 years since British 
colonisation and the ensuing persecution of Indigenous 
people, they remain greatly disadvantaged with higher 
incarceration and jobless rates, and a life expectancy 
about eight years shorter than that of other Australians. 
In a keynote speech in Adelaide on Monday, Prime Min-
ister Albanese said Australian voters face a “profound 
choice” when they go to the polls sometime later this 
year. A yes vote, he said, would allow Australians to pro-
claim to themselves, and to the world, “we are a mature 
nation coming to terms with our history, assured of our 
values, and shaping our own destiny.” It will be, he said, 
a “once in a lifetime opportunity” to change the coun-
try for the better. “We sometimes speak of ourselves 
as a young nation, but the truth is we are one of the 
world’s oldest democracies. “Our continent is home 
to the world’s oldest continuing culture, which we 
are at last coming to recognise as the great source 
of pride that it must be.” The “yes” vote is still ahead 
in a two-way fight, polls show, despite indications of 
an erosion in support since the conservative oppo-
sition decided to campaign for a “no”. An Essential 
Research survey published mid-May gave put support 
for the Voice at 59-41 percent. Australia’s conserva-
tive opposition Liberal Party leader Peter Dutton has 
hardened his opposition and his rhetoric on the sub-
ject, last week declaring the Voice would “re-racialise 
our nation”. “It will have an Orwellian effect where all 
Australians are equal, but some Australians are more 
equal than others,” he said.—DNA

Kosovo PM dreams 
of becoming 
Zelenskyy

    

BELGRADE: Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic said Sun-
day that the most difficult situation regarding Kosovo is 
yet to come because Kosovo’s Prime Minister Albin Kurti 
dreams of becoming like Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy. According to Vucic, something that Serbia has 
not seen so far and could not dream of will happen in Koso-
vo. “And all thanks to the provocative actions and terribly 
irresponsible behavior of (Kosovo Prime Minister) Albin 
Kurti. I’m afraid of general insecurity, and instability. I’m 
afraid even of big conflicts because I know that Serbs can’t 
tolerate this, and I know that this other one, who caused 
everything, doesn’t want to retire because he longs and 
dreams of being some Zelenskyy,” said Vucic on Serbi-
an Pink TV. Tension rose between Belgrade and Pristina 
on Friday after police in Kosovo clashed with local Serbs 
who gathered in front of the municipal building to block 
the newly elected ethnic Albanian mayor from entering his 
office. Police in riot gear were deployed around the prem-
ises, along with the EU Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo 
and NATO Kosovo Forces personnel. Stun grenades and 
tear gas injured at least 10 people after a police vehicle 
was set on fire and automatic gunfire was heard, accord-
ing to media reports. Serbia ordered its army Friday to 
advance to the border with Kosovo and urged NATO to 
stop the violence against local Serbs in Kosovo. Serbian 
President Aleksandar Vucic urged the army and security 
forces to be combat-ready.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Maldives High Commissioner to Pakistan Farzana Zahir meets with the Ambassador 
of Vietnam, Nguyen Tien Phong and discussed avenues for enhancing bilateral cooperation and 

facilitating exchanges between both countries. —DNA
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Russia hits military 
facility in Ukraine in 
new wave of strikes

KYIV: Russia said on Monday its military had hit Ukrainian air bases in overnight 
strikes and Ukrainian forces had shelled industrial facilities inside Russia as both sides 
sought the upper hand ahead of what Kyiv hopes will be a decisive counter-offensive. 
In a rare acknowledgement of damage to a military “target”, Ukraine said that work 
was under way to restore a runway and that five aircraft were taken out of service in 
the western region of Khmelnitskiy, although it did not name the site or sites. A large 
military airfield was located in the region before the war. “At the moment, work is 
continuing to contain fires in storage facilities for fuel and lubricants and munitions,” 
the Khmelnitskiy region governor’s office said. Russian state-owned news agency RIA 
cited the defence ministry as saying more than one air base was hit, but there was no 
confirmation from Ukraine of damage to any other air bases. The Ukrainian capital 
came under attack for the 16th time this month in the morning after a second succes-
sive night of bombardments. But officials said most of the drones and missiles fired 
overnight had been shot down and no targets were hit in the morning. – Agencies

Briefs
May 9: Eight 

accused 
handed over 

to military 
for trial

DNA
 

RAWALPINDI: An an-
ti-terrorism court (ATC) 
in Rawalpindi has handed 
over eight accused in May 
9 riots to the authorities 
for trial by military courts. 
The ATC heard the cases 
related to the attack on 
the Pakistan Army’s Gen-
eral Headquarters (GHQ) 
and arson. The command-
ing officer Farhan Nazeer 
sought custody of eight ac-
cused through the deputy 
prosecutor.
The petition stated that 
the accused were found 
involved in the May 9 in-
cidents under Secret Act’s 
Section 3, 7, 9, Army Act. 
The accused include Ali 
Hassan, Lal Shah, Shehr-
yar Zulfiqar, Farhad Khan, 
Muhammad Idrees, Umar 
Farooq, Raja Muhammad 
Ehsan and Muhammad Ab-
dullah. After approving the 
request, the ATC handed 
over the eight accused to 
the commanding officers 
for their trial by military 
courts. Moreover, the 
court also issued orders to 
the superintendent of the 
Adiala Jail.
On May 26, Interior Min-
ister Rana Sanaullah said 
that 33 suspects had been 
handed over to the military 
following attacks on army 
installations during violent 
protests that broke out in 
the country on May 9.
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Asim Munir had, 
on Saturday, said that 
the legal process of trial 
against planners, instiga-
tors, abettors and perpe-
trators involved in the May 
9 mayhem commenced un-
der Pakistan Army Act and 
Official Secret Act as per 
existing and established 
legal procedures derived 
from the Constitution.

PIA signs 
new deal for 
Roosevelt 

Hotel in USA
 

DNA
KARACHI: Pakistan Inter-
national Airline (PIA) has 
signed a new agreement for 
its Roosevelt Hotel in the 
United States of America, 
which help in generating 
the revenue valued of $5.4 
million annually.
According to details, PIA 
has entered into a new 
agreement with the New 
York City Health and Hos-
pitals Corporation for its 
Roosevelt Hotel in the USA.
Under this agreement, the 
PIA’s owned hotel will be 
operated by the New York 
City Health and Hospitals 
Corporation for a period of 
three years, while the sourc-
es revealed that this agree-
ment is valued at an annual 
amount of $5.4 million. The 
American firm will provide 
housing for healthcare mi-
grants in the hotel. As per 
the agreement, the corpo-
ration has also granted an 
18-month guarantee to PIA 
Investment Management. 
The American firm has 
also reached a settlement 
agreement with the union 
of the Roosevelt Hotel. PIA 
administration states that 
after this new agreement, 
the hotel will reopen.

Elon Musk 
expected to 
visit China 
this week

HONG KONG: Tesla (TS-
LA.O) Chief Executive Elon 
Musk is expected to visit 
China this week, three people 
with knowledge of the matter 
said, in what would be his first 
trip to the country in three 
years. Musk is expected to 
meet senior Chinese officials 
and to visit Tesla’s Shanghai 
plant, two of the sources said.
It was not immediately clear 
who Musk would meet and 
what they would discuss. The 
people with knowledge of the 
trip declined to be named as 
the matter is private. Tesla 
and China’s State Council 
Information Office did not 
immediately respond to re-
quests for comment. Reuters 
reported in March that Musk 
was planning a trip to China 
and seeking a meeting with 
Chinese Premier Li Qiang 
as early as April, with the 
exact timing subject to Li’s 
availability. China is Tesla’s 
second-largest market after 
the United States, and its 
Shanghai plant is the electric 
carmaker’s largest produc-
tion hub. – Agencies

Neglected plight of KP;
Power struggles, terrorism

Unfortunately, major acts of terrorism have occurred throughout Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
These include a suicide blast in Peshawar’s Police Lines Jama Masjid during Zuhr 

prayers, attacks on anti-terror police stations in Bannu and Swat, and terrorist 
incidents in Dera Ismail Khan and Hangu, targeting a foreign company’s plant
Shamim ShahiD

It is a bitter reality that the supreme pow-
er in the Kingdom of Godfather Pakistan is 
monopolized solely by the military establish-
ment, which has subjugated all state institu-
tions. Among its victims, the media stands 
atop the list. Although Pakistan is officially 
hailed as a federation, where all its constitu-
ent units enjoy equal rights and powers, this 
equality remains confined to mere words. In 
practice, it is far from the truth.
Whenever Punjab faces challenging times 
or crises, little attention is paid to the oth-
er provinces. Punjab not only holds the ma-
jority population in Pakistan but also dom-
inates the ranks and positions within the 
Pakistan Army. This demographic reality 
has led to the military establishment prior-
itizing the interests and rights of Punjabis. 
This thought has been on my mind since 
April 2022 when the relations between for-

mer Prime Minister Imran Khan and the 
military establishment turned sour.
Since then, security incidents in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa have either been completely 
ignored or treated with secondary impor-
tance. The ongoing power struggle between 
Imran Khan and the military establishment 
has entered a decisive phase, resulting in 
the dismissal of his loyalists for making 
trivial statements in press conferences. 
Ironically, during this period, loyalists of 
Pakistan-backed Taliban in Afghanistan 
have made their presence felt, resulting 
in increased terrorism and violence in the 
northern districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
How did the militants of Pakistan’s extrem-
ist organization, Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, 
manage to return from Afghanistan? General 
Retired Faiz Hameed and his close associate 
Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif might shed light 
on this matter. Nevertheless, the powerful cir-
cles responsible for this will have to be held 
accountable, either now or in the near future.

Unfortunately, major acts of terrorism have 
occurred throughout Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. These include a suicide blast in Pesha-
war’s Police Lines Jama Masjid during Zuhr 
prayers, attacks on anti-terror police stations 
in Bannu and Swat, and terrorist incidents 
in Dera Ismail Khan and Hangu, targeting 
a foreign company’s plant. In areas such as 
Lucky Marwat, North and South Waziristan, 
and others, hundreds of people, including 
police officers and polio workers, have fallen 
victim to ambushes and bombings.
Recently, Teri Mangal, a highly sensitive 
area near the Afghanistan border in Kur-
ram district, witnessed a horrific incident 
of terror and bloodshed. Eight individuals, 
including five teachers, were brutally mur-
dered. While locals classify it as a purely 
terrorist incident, some quarters attribute 
it to a property or land dispute. However, 
leaders from Shia and Sunni schools of 
thought in Kurram district are united in 
their demand for an impartial investigation 

into these incidents.
It is disconcerting to note that since 2004, 
neither judicial inquiries nor reports from 
any other institution have shed light on the 
major terrorism incidents in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and across the country. Despite 
protests in Kurram district and Peshawar 
regarding the incident in Teri Mangal, there 
is a lack of awareness among those who hold 
real power, as well as the media, who seem 
focused on perpetuating political crises.
Among the victims of this tragedy were high-
ly educated teachers. Ironically, while those 
responsible for upholding the law follow the 
orders of powerful circles, political parties 
and leaders remain preoccupied with their 
future prospects. Regrettably, the prov-
ince finds itself burdened with a governor, 
Ghulam Ali, who has turned the governor’s 
house into a center for personal gain. Simi-
larly, despite being in the position of caretak-
er Chief Minister, Azam Khan has failed to 
ensure the protection of lives and property.
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Association of Builders and Developers of Pakistan (ABAD) 
called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar 

at FBR on Budget proposals. – DNA

British CGS in 
Pak for 'defence 

engagement'
ISLAMABAD:British Army’s Chief of the General Staff General Sir Patrick Sanders 
arrived in Pakistan on Monday for a five-day defence engagement visit as part of the 
long-standing defence cooperation agreement between the UK and Pakistan. During 
his visit, Gen Sanders will meet Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Asim Munir, 
alongside holding other defence activities. According to the press release, the depth 
and warmth of the UK-Pakistan military relationship and friendship, underpinned by a 
shared history and ‘living bridge' diaspora links, is highly valued by the UK.
The existing defence relationship includes Pakistani officers undertaking training at 
the UK’s Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, the Advance Command and Staff Course 
and the Royal College of Defence Studies. Gen Sanders’ visit comes almost a year after 
Pakistan’s devastating floods that left nearly one-third of the country submerged and 
affected an estimated 33 million people. The UK’s Ministry of Defence was directly 
involved in providing assistance for flood relief operations, airlifting in eight boats and 
10 portable generators at the request of the Pakistani army chief. – DNA

Govt puts Imran, Bushra’s 
names on ECL in Trust case
ISLAMABAD: The federal government has put the name of former prime minister and 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)Chairman Imran Khan on the Exit Control List. The federal 
cabinet gave the approval regarding placing Imran Khan’s name in the ECL through a 
circular summary on Monday. The PTI chief’s name was put in the no-fly list in connection 
with Al Qadir Trust corruption case involving transfer of £190 million to the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan by the UK’s National Crime Agency as a result of its settlement with a 
Pakistani real estate tycoon. The cabinet has also decided to put the name of Imran’s wife 
Bushra Bibi on the Exit Control List. Following the recommendation of NAB Rawalpindi, 
the cabinet approved the inclusion of the names of Imran Khan and Bushra Bibi in the 
ECP. Earlier, a German news agency, DPA, reported on Friday quoting two FIA officials 
that Pakistan’s government has restricted former prime minister Imran Khan, his wife and 
hundreds of political aides from travelling abroad. Khan’s wife, Bushra Bibi, and more than 
500 leaders and members of his Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party have also been added 
to the list, officials said. “It is a standard practice in every case. All those who face court 
cases are barred from leaving the country,” one of the officials told dpa. – DNA

PTI senators condemn May 
9 events across country

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The senators of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Monday 
condemned the events of May 9, 
stating that violence and lawlessness 
could not be accepted. The PTI sen-
ators including Zeeshan Khanzada, 
Seemee Ezdi, Zarqa Taimur, Falak 
Naz, Dr Humayun and Saifullah Nia-
zi talked to the media in Islamabad. 
“Pakistan Army is our army. We are 
ashamed that the defence installa-
tions were damaged,” they said.
“I too belong to a military family,” Dr 
Humayun told the media. “We strongly 
condemn the incidents of May 9. My 

father fought on the Burmese front in 
World War II. The blood of the martyrs 
will not go in vain,” she emphasised. 
“The events of May 9 should be inves-
tigated and the accused should be pun-
ished according to the law and Constitu-
tion,” she stressed. “We belong to the 
Pakistan Army, and the Pakistan Army 
belongs to us. We regret the events of 
May 9. Violence and lawlessness can 
never be accepted,” they declared.
The PTI senators submitted a res-
olution condemning the events of 
May 9 to the Senate.  “We strongly 
condemn the attacks on military 
and historic buildings,” the text of 
the resolution read. “This House 
strongly condemns the violent at-

tacks on the General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) and Jinnah House on 
May 9,” it added.
“The corps commander resides in Jin-
nah House, Lahore. It was also set on 
fire. The valuable belongings of the 
founder of Pakistan Quaid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah were also burnt,” 
it condemned. “The memorials of 
the martyrs were also burnt. Historic 
buildings, mosques and schools were 
set on fire and damaged. This House 
stands united and extends unwavering 
support to the institutions,” it added.
The resolution also expressed soli-
darity with the armed forces, security 
agencies and the people who had been 
affected by these incidents. 

Israeli 
forces kill 

Palestinian 
officer in 
clashes

agenCieS

JENIN: Israeli forces killed 
a Palestinian security of-
ficer during clashes in the 
occupied West Bank flash-
point city of Jenin on Mon-
day, the Palestinian Fatah 
faction said in a statement.
The Israeli military said 
its forces had come under 
heavy Palestinian fire while 
seeking the arrest of securi-
ty suspects in Jenin and had 
returned fire at the gunmen.
Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah 
party identified the officer 
as Ashraf Sheikh Ibrahim, 
saying he had died “as he 
confronted the aggression 
and the occupation’s storm-
ing of the city of Jenin”.
Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade 
militant group, associated 
with Fatah, claimed him as a 
member. In another part of 
the West Bank on Monday, 
Jewish settlers inaugurated a 
seminary in a settler outpost, 
drawing Palestinian condem-
nation. In a video posted on 
social media, settler leader 
Yossi Dagan recited a Jewish 
benediction at the entrance 
to the Homesh seminary 
school, a large white prefab-
ricated shack at the top of a 
West Bank hill. “With God’s 
help ... there will be many 
more new settlements in 
northern Samaria,” he said, 
referring to the West Bank 
by its biblical name. The new 
school was moved off private-
ly owned Palestinian land to a 
new spot on the same hilltop 
around 150 metres away.


