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Pakistan-China
reaffirm resolve
to work together

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China have re-
affirmed the resolve to work together for 
promoting regional peace and prosperity 
as well as jointly cope with external chal-
lenges. Both sides emphasised the need to 
further advance and deepen bilateral coop-
eration in the areas of trade, economy, cul-
ture and defence for the mutual benefit of 
the two countries. The two sides also called 
for increasing bilateral exchanges, peo-
ple-to-people contacts, and cooperation in 
the fields of culture and tourism to further 
cement bilateral ties. This was discussed at 
a meeting between President Dr Arif Alvi 
and the visiting State Councillor and Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of People’s Repub-
lic of China, Mr Qin Gang, who along with 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi shaking hands with the State Councilor and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of China, Mr Qin Gang, who called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad. – DNA

State Councillor and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of People’s Republic of China, 

Mr Qin Gang meets President Alvi

Inside...
Youth play vital role 
in fostering Pakistan-

Kazakh relations
– Page 02

Media freedom 
index in improved: 

Info Minister
– Page 03

Govt brings education 
at the doorsteps of 

deprived communities
– Page 04

Why Moscow 
depends more on 

Tehran than Beijing?
– Page 05

Babar becomes 
fastest batter to score 

5,000 ODI runs
– Page 06

Canada mulls expelling 
China diplomat for 
targeting lawmaker

– Page 07

WHO says Covid 
global health 

emergency over
– Page 08

Bilawal in 
India to 
discuss 
Kashmir

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 

the Prime 
Minister on 
K a s h m i r 
Affairs and 
Gilgit-Balti-
stan Qamar 

Zaman Kaira has said that 
Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari has gone to 
India to discuss the Kashmir 
issue. Addressing a press 
conference along with State 
Minister for Poverty Allevia-
tion and Social Safety Faisal 
Karim Kundi on Friday, he 
said that an uproar is raised 
over Bialwal’s visit to India. 
“Those who bargained Kash-
mir with Indian PM Modi are 
criticizing the visit. We are 
standing shoulder-to-shoul-
der with the Kashmiris,” 
he added. Minister of State 
Faisal Karim Kundi said For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari has forcefully pre-
sented the case of Kashmiris 
at the international level. 
He regretted that the PTI is 
pursuing a particular agenda 
against the national interests.

Govt-PTI 
talks go 

unfruitful
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek -e -
Insaf (PTI) 
Vice Chair-
man Shah 
M a h m o o d 
Qureshi on 

Friday stated that negoti-
ations with the Pakistan 
Democratic Government 
(PDM) government have 
failed and the Supreme 
Court has been informed 
of the details. Speaking to 
the media in Islamabad, 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Vice Chairman Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said 
that three meetings were 
held with the coalition gov-
ernment, and the PTI had 
tried to resolve the issues 
with honesty and good 
intentions. He said that 
progress was made in the 
negotiations with the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) government, but no 
result was extracted from 
the dialogue, and the details 
have been informed to the 
Supreme Court.

Briefs

‘Don’t weaponise 
terrorism as 

diplomatic tools’
DNA

GOA: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari on Friday stressed a collective 
action by the regional countries under 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) to jointly address the common 
issues, particularly climate change, 
poverty and terrorism. He said geopol-
itics must not affect the commitment 
to address the challenges and learn 
lessons for the collective good. “The 
solution to our collective challenges 
should be collective action, not a di-
vided reaction… We must isolate these 
issues from hyper-partisan geopolitics 
if we are to succeed,” he said in his 
address at the SCO Council of Foreign 
Ministers meeting, held in the resort 
city. Chairman of the SCO Council of 
Foreign Ministers, Dr. S. Jaishankar, 
the foreign ministers of SCO mem-
ber states, the Secretary General of 
SCO, and Director, Executive Commit-
tee of SCO-RATS attended the meet-
ing. Bilawal said Pakistan considers 

Continued on Page 06

FM Bilawal
says peace

is our destiny
DNA

GOA: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
on Friday said that the people of Pakistan and 
India want peace, stressing that New Delhi 
has to create a “conducive environment” for 
talks between the neighbouring nations.  His 
comments came while speaking to reporters 
on the sidelines of a meeting of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in the Indi-
an state of Goa. The visit by Bilawal to India 
is the first by a Pakistani foreign minister to 
Delhi in over a decade and has garnered a lot 
of media attention in both countries. The two 
have fought three wars, share frosty relations, 
and have downgraded their diplomatic ties.
The onus is on India to create a conducive 
environment for talks, said the foreign min-
ister, adding that India’s decision to end the 
special status of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir in 2019 undermined 
the environment for holding talks between 
the neighbours. Bilawal said, however, that 
despite his rare visit to India, there was no 
change in the status of diplomatic relations. 
“India took illegal steps in August 2019 and 
violated the UN resolutions by its actions,” 
said the FM. The foreign minister retreated 
that Pakistan has a clear and solid stance on 
the Kashmir issue, highlighting that India’s 
“one-sided actions” have affected the terms 
between both countries.  “India will have 
to revoke its August 5 decision,” he added. 

Continued on Page 06

Says the onus is on India to create 
a conducive environment for talks

SC to take 
up Arshad 
Sharif case 
next week

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court on Friday fixed 
suo motu case of senior 
journalist Arshad Sharif’s 
assassination for hearing 
on May 9. A five-member 
larger bench led by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Justice Umar Ata Bandial 
will conduct the hearing on 
the case next week. Oth-
er members of the bench 
are Justice Ijaz-ul-Ahsan, 
Justice Sayyed Mazahar 
Ali Akbar Naqvi, Justice 
Jamal Khan Mandokhail 
and Justice Muhammad 
Ali Mazhar. The five-judge 
SC bench had initiated 

Continued on Page 06

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ethiopia to 
Pakistan Jemal Beker has said the Ethio-
pian Airline shall start its Pakistan oper-
ation from May 8 adding there shall be 
four flights per week from Addis Ababa to 
Karachi. The Ambassador made this an-
nouncement during a press conference 
here at the Embassy. Ambassador Jemal 
further said, a high level delegation shall 
also visit Pakistan on May 9.The delega-
tion shall arrive in Pakistan on the maid-
en Ethiopian airline flight to Pakistan.
He said the State Minister of Foreign 
Affairs shall lead the 60 member delega-
tion comprising businessmen, high govt 
officials etc. He said the State Minister 
shall also formally inaugurate the Ethio-
pian embassy in Islamabad on May 11.
The Ambassador, to a question, said that 
after Karachi the Ethiopian airline may 
start operations from Islamabad and La-
hore. It all depends on the passengers’ 
load, he added. The ambassador said all 
efforts shall be made to make this project 
a sustainable one. Towards this end he 

had planned meetings with the tour opera-
tors, travel agents in order to inform them 
about the potential Ethiopia had in various 
fields. Likewise, he said, since the Ethiopi-
an visa was available online therefore en-
try to his country was simply no problem.
Jemal Beker Abdula termed the visit of 
Pakistani business delegation to Ethiopia 
as Hijra Trade, which was very success-
ful. He said that after the visit of the Paki-
stani delegation to Ethiopia, he received 
calls from many African countries includ-
ing Somalia, Djibouti, and Kenya who 
showed interest in promoting trade ties 

with Pakistan. He said that Africa is en-
dowed with great natural resources and 
close cooperation of Pakistan with Ethio-
pia would help it get better penetration in 
the African region for trade and exports.
He further said, Ethiopia has strong 
economic ties with Turkiye & UAE and 
Ethiopia wants similar relations with Pa-
kistan. China and India have good pres-
ence in Ethiopia and Pakistan should 
increase its presence in the Ethiopian 
market to explore the untapped land of 
Africa. Many Pakistani products includ-
ing textiles, pharmaceuticals, cement 

have great potential in Ethiopia and the 
business community of Pakistan capital-
ize on this potential for exports. Jemal 
Beker said two business forums were 
also being organized in Karachi and Is-
lamabad to bolster the bilateral trade by 
strengthening trade and commerce ties 
between the two countries. 
He said Pakistani business community 
was keen to increase bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries since the ongo-
ing development in Ethiopia’s diverse 
economic sectors had really impressed 
them during their recent visit to the 

capital city Addis Ababa. Likewise, busi-
ness community of Ethiopia also wanted 
to develop business and trade ties with 
their counterparts in the country. On the 
occasion, the ambassador also congratu-
lated the people of Ethiopia on Patriots’ 
Victory Day which was being observed in 
his country today to honour the veterans 
of resistance movement against Italy.
He said his side was ready to exchange 
knowledge, ideas and initiatives with 
the government of Pakistan by signing 
agreements on climate action. He said 
the initiative had brought a green revo-
lution in the country through attitude, 
behaviour and cultural change. Under 
the Green Legacy Initiative, Ethiopia 
had planted some 25 billion seedlings 
in the last four years to address climate 
issues out of which 500 million are avo-
cados, mangoes and papaya.
Jemal Beker said the climate change was 
not a myth but a reality and Pakistan 
needed to build a resilient economy by ad-
dressing its climate related issues. “I have 
visited the flood affected areas in Sindh 
where I met with flood affected people 
and distributed relief items among them.”

High-level Ethiopian delegation arrives next week
Ambassador Jemal says direct air links between Ethiopia and Pakistan to boost bilateral relations

SCO CFMs Moot

Court to indict 
Imran Khan 
on May 10 

Requests to dismiss the case rejected 

Toshakhana case

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: An Islam-
abad court will indict 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman 
Imran Khan in the Tos-
hakhana case, in which 
the deposed prime minister is accused of 
taking gifts in an illegal manner. Islamabad 
District and Sessions Courts Additional Ses-
sions Judge Humayun Dilawar said Friday he 
would charge the PTI chief and ordered him 
to ensure his presence in his courtroom — as 
he rejected his requests to dismiss the case. 
During the hearing, Khan’s lawyer, Khwaja 
Haris, argued on two separate pleas request-
ing the court to dismiss the case, saying the 
Election Commission of Pakistan’s (ECP) 

Continued on Page 06

Khan slams PM 
over UK visit 

Staff Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan has lam-
basted Prime Minister (PM) Shehbaz 
Sharif for visiting United Kingdom 
(UK) amid ‘increasing terrorism and 
worst inflation in the country’, ARY 
News reported on Friday. Taking to 
Twitter, the former premier strongly 
condemned the ‘horrific and brutal 
killing’ of school teachers in Para-
chinar and martyrdom of six soldiers 
fighting terrorists in North Waziristan.

Continued on Page 06

Afghan, Chinese 
FMs in Islamabad 

for talks
DNA 

ISLAMABAD: Acting Afghan Foreign 
Minister Mawlawi Amir Khan Mutta-
qi along with a high-level delegation 
reached Islamabad on a four-day offi-
cial visit on Friday. Meanwhile, For-
eign Minister of China Qin Gang has 
also arrived in Islamabad to partici-
pate in 5th China-Pakistan-Afghani-
stan Trilateral Foreign Ministers’ Di-
alogue. Upon his arrival at Nur Khan 
Airbase, he was received by high 

Continued on Page 06

‘Constitution to be 
defended at any cost’
CJP says SC won’t sit idle 
on polls verdict if talks fail

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice (CJP) Umar 
Ata Bandial warned that if the talks be-
tween the government and the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) failed then the Su-
preme Court would use the Constitution 
to implement its verdict of holding elec-
tions in Punjab on May 14. The warning 
was issued when CJP Bandial resumed 
the hearing of the petition seeking si-
multaneous elections across the country. 

Continued on Page 06

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on 
Saturday on account of 
weekly off therefore there 
will be no newspaper on 
Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

PM Shehbaz 
meets the 

British prime 
minister

DNA
LONDON: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sha-
rif attended a meeting of 
Commonwealth leaders in 
London today. During his 
address to the meeting, the 
Prime Minister called upon 
the leaders of the Common-
wealth countries to mark the 
accession of King Charles 
III as the dawn of a new 
era and the opening of new 
vistas and fresh avenues for 
the remarkable family of 

Continued on Page 06

Political parties 
must get to 

dialogue: Saad
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Railways 
Khawaja Saad Rafique on Friday said 
that the political parties should re-
solve all the issues through dialogue 
which was the only solution. Talking 
to the media persons outside the Su-
preme Court, he said the government

Continued on Page 06
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PESHAWAR: In order to increase 
awareness and prioritization of COV-
ID-19, Shifa Foundation implemented 
a one-year project on COVID-19 Test 
and Treat Advocacy in Pakistan. 
The project team has arranged a Quar-
terly review meeting attended by the 
Senior Management and Program 
Team of the Shifa Foundation. Program 
Manager Said Shah shared the overall 
background of the project and said that 
Foundation for Innovative New Diag-
nostics (FIND) and Unit aid collaborat-
ed with Shifa Foundation to implement 
COVID-19 Test and Treat Advocacy 
Project in Pakistan. The aim of the 
project was to develop context-sensi-
tive advocacy strategies supported by 
accessible advocacy and communica-
tion materials to increase awareness 
of COVID-19 Test & Treat programs. 
Project Manager Bawar Khan briefed 
the meeting about the achievements 
and targets of the Project. 
He said, “The project has directly 
accessed more than 10,629 people 

including 6,612 women and young 
girls across Pakistan through 383 
Community Awareness and Capacity 
Building Sessions on COVID-19 tests, 
treatment, SOPs, and vaccination.” 
“In addition to in-person community 
sessions, Shifa Foundation has also 
launched a Digital Media campaign 
and shared authentic and updated 
advocacy and communication mate-
rials about COVID-19 Test and Treat 
Advocacy.” 
Electronic data showed that more 
than 25 million people reached key 
messages about COVID-19, SOPs, 
Tests and Treatments through Shifa 
Foundation’s digital media campaign. 
Speaking at the Quarterly Review 
Meeting, Bawar Khan shared that 
more than 11000 Information, Edu-
cation and Communication materials/
brochures were developed and distrib-
uted among the people. 
The brochures and flyers focused on 
COVID-19 services including but not 
limited to basic information about 

service centres, preventive meas-
urements, basic vaccination/ booster 
shots, and testing.  The meeting was 
briefed that the project ensured the 
involvement of more than 50 celeb-
rities, health experts and volunteers 
for public awareness messages to 
urge communities to adhere to stand-
ard procedures to stop the spread of 
COVID-19 and get tested if they car-
ry symptoms or have been in contact 
with infected people. 
To seek the consultation of key 
stakeholders, the project conduct-
ed three workshops with parlia-
mentarians, representatives from 
the Ministry of Health, UN Agen-
cies, Line Departments (Social 
welfare, Police, Education, Health 
etc), Civil Society Organizations, 
the Commissionerate for Afghan 
Refugees, Chamber of Commerce, 
Print and Electronic Media etc.  
The project team identified various 
challenges and barriers to scaling up 
COVID-19 services in Pakistan. – APP

One year project on increasing 
awareness of COVID implemented

Youth play vital role 
in fostering Pak-
Kazakh relations

ISLAMABAD: A group of the musicians are practicing their performance, on green belt along 
the road side in Sector E-11 to get notice by people for hiring them for events, 

 in Federal Capital. — Online

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan to Pakistan Yerzhan Kistaf-
in on Friday said the youth played a 
significant role in building bridges 
and fostering relationships amongst 
countries.
The engagement of youth in meaning-
ful conversations and inviting them to 
share the latest ideas might help Pa-
kistan and Kazakhstan to reach phe-
nomenal heights of cooperation, he 
said while speaking at the prize and 
certificate distribution ceremony of 
the essay competition “Knowing Ka-

zakhstan”.
The competition was recently organ-
ized by the Embassy of Kazakhstan in 
Pakistan and the Centre for Central 
Asia and Eurasian Studies, Institute of 
Peace and Diplomatic Studies, against 
the backdrop of the 30th-anniversa-
ry celebrations of relations between 
the two countries. Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan. It was aimed to promote a 
deeper understanding and stronger 
bilateral cooperation between their 
people, especially the young students, 
an embassy press release said. 
Ambassador Yerzhan Kistafin shared 
his insights about Pakistan-Kazakh-
stan relations and the latest updates 

and developments during the ceremo-
ny. He also spoke about the impor-
tance of engaging the youth in mean-
ingful conversations and inviting them 
to share their latest ideas. 
The winner of the competition was Zu-
lqarnain Khan from Bahira University 
Islamabad, who received the return 
air ticket. Umm e Salma from the 
University of Sargodha, who secured 
the second position, received a smart-
phone, while Taj Mir Khan from the 
University of Engineering and Tech-
nology Peshawar, who came in third 
place, received a tablet.  Certificates 
were also distributed among the par-
ticipants of the essay competition.

Task Force for prioritizing 
rights of transgender people 

PESHAWAR: Participants 
of a meeting of Task Force 
on Trans-inclusive Human-
itarian Response call for 
prioritizing the rights and 
needs of transgender peo-
ple in the aftermath of any 
natural disaster including 
climate catastrophes like 
the disastrous floods of 2022 
affecting around 33 million 
people in the country.  The 
meeting was arranged by 
the National Commission of 
Human Rights (NCHR) and 
Blue Veins, a non-govern-
mental organization working 
on gender equality.  This 
was the first meeting of Task 
Force constituted with the 
objective of removing hin-
drances in the inclusion of 
the transgender community 
in disaster management plan 
both pre and post.  People 
belonging to different walks 
of life including the trans-
gender community, officials 
of PDMA, Social Welfare De-
partment, UNDP and media 

persons participated in the 
meeting. 
The participants laid stress 
on ensuring legal recogni-
tion and protection of trans-
gender individuals during 
emergencies. They advo-
cated for the recognition of 
transgender people’s gender 
identity in relevant laws and 
for facilitation in the issu-
ance of identity documents 
reflecting their self-identified 
gender. Equip humanitarian 
actors with the necessary 
knowledge and skills to ad-
dress transgender individu-
als’ unique needs, develop 
comprehensive training 
programs on transgender is-
sues, rights, needs and raise 
awareness about the chal-
lenges faced by them during 
emergencies, they added. 
Earlier, Qamar Naseem, Pro-
gramme Manager Blue Veins 
made a presentation on pol-
icy guidelines in humanitari-
an response. The guidelines 
were prepared by Provincial 

Disaster Management De-
partment (PMDA) KP.
The overall objective of 
the policy guidelines is to 
enhance awareness and un-
derstanding among humani-
tarian actors, stakeholders, 
and communities about the 
rights, protection issues and 
other concerns of transgen-
der individuals in all phases 
of the Disaster Management 
Spectrum, Qamar added. 
 He also disclosed that NA-
DRA (National Database 
Registration Authority) has 
issued notification declaring 
two transgenders in Pesha-
war as authorized in verifica-
tion of documents of others 
for issuance of identity cards.   
Speaking on the occasion, Ad-
ditional Secretary Social Wel-
fare Department, Muhammad 
Farooq informed the partici-
pants that work is in progress 
over legal frame work for re-
moval of hurdles in inclusion 
of transgenders in humanitar-
ian response. —APP

LAHORE: Under the 
guidance of Provincial 
Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA) Direc-
tor General (DG) Imran 
Qureshi, a seminar on 
“Smog damages, preven-
tion and the use of Saans 
App” was organised at 
the Government College 
University, here on Fri-
day.
The PDMA representa-
tives delivered inform-
ative lectures for the 
university students. The 
participants were educat-
ed about the harmful ef-
fects of smog, preventive 
measures and the use of 
‘Saans App’, developed 
to enable students to re-

port smog-related issues 
to the authorities con-
cerned. To further create 
awareness, the PDMA 
distributed pamphlets 
among students about 
smog prevention.
In his speech, DG PDMA 
Imran Qureshi praised 
the volunteer servic-
es, being provided by 
the university students 
across Punjab to combat 
environmental pollution. 
He stated that the PDMA 
control room had estab-
lished a centralised dash-
board for monitoring the 
causes of smog, and the 
process of monitoring 
those who contribute to 
smog was ongoing at the 

provincial level. 
The DG said that line 
departments’ represent-
atives were present at 
the PDMA control room 
to address smog-related 
complaints, and strict 
action was being taken 
against those who cause 
environmental pollution. 
He urged citizens to file 
complaints against envi-
ronmental polluters to 
ensure a cleaner envi-
ronment for the future 
generations. Additional-
ly, citizens could report 
environmental pollution 
through the Saans App 
or by contacting PDMA’s 
helpline number 1129, he 
added.—APP

PDMA holds seminar to 
raise awareness about smog

Fire safety awareness 
campaign to be 

launched for SMEs
KARACH: Administrator 
Karachi Dr. Syed Saifur Rah-
man Friday said that a fire 
safety awareness campaign 
will be launched for small 
and medium industries to 
provide them with protection 
and safety from fire.  He said 
this on the occasion of a visit 
to the head office of Landhi 
Association of Trade and 
Industries (LATI) located in 
Landhi Industrial Area.
He said that the industries 
located in Karachi are our 
valuable assets, their safe-
ty and improvement of the 
environment were essen-
tial, LATI Fire Station has 

been established for 200 
industries located in Landhi 
Industrial Area where fire 
tenders, modern equipment 
and personnel are available. 
The construction and repair 
of the roads of Landhi Indus-
trial Area will be done on a 
priority basis, he added. 
Chief Coordinator Landhi 
Association of Trade and 
Industries Zain Bashir, Pres-
ident Siraj Sadiq Monoo, 
Anees Majeed, Ajmal Afzal, 
Major Fahad, Major Fazal 
Ali and other members were 
also present while KMC 
was represented by Senior 
Director Municipal Ser-

vices Nauman Arshad, 
Chief Fire Officer Ishtiaq 
Ahmed and other officers.
Administrator Karachi said 
that the future of millions 
of people is related to in-
dustrial enterprises, their 
development is a guarantee 
of economic prosperity, the 
owners of small and medi-
um industries are request-
ed to cooperate fully with 
KMC Fire Brigade because 
the fire safety awareness 
campaign will help them 
to avoid fire and it is aimed 
to provide protection and 
security measures to indus-
tries. – APP

APFMA 
demands 

lifting of ban 
on wheat 

transportation
PESHAWAR: All Pakistan 
Flour Mills Association (AP-
FMA) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has urged the government 
to take notice of the ban 
imposed by Punjab on the 
transportation of wheat 
and announced a strike 
from May 8 if the ban was 
not lifted.
Addressing a press con-
ference here on Friday, 
Chairman APFMA KP, 
Haji Muhammad Iqbal said 
that government should 
take notice of the ban 
and save the KP flour in-
dustry from collapsing.  
He said the ban on wheat 
transportation should be 
lifted immediately while 
check posts established 
to check the wheat move-
ment should be abolished.  
He also demanded permis-
sion to purchase wheat for 
open markets in Punjab 
and said that it would re-
vive the flour mill industry 
of KP and also ensure the 
provision of quality and 
cheap flour to the people 
of the province.—APP

Parachinar 
mourns 
killing of 
8 people

PESHAWAR: The killing 
of eight people including 
five teachers in Parachinar, 
Upper Kurram is being 
mourned on Friday. On 
Thursday, a tragic incident 
occurred in Parachinar, 
Upper Kurram, where 
eight people including 
five teachers were killed 
by armed men at Gov-
ernment High School Tari 
Mangal . —APP

The winner of the competition was Zulqarnain Khan from Bahira 
University Islamabad, who received the return air ticket. Umm e 
Salma from the University of Sargodha, who secured the second 
position, received a smartphone, while Taj Mir Khan from the 

University of Engineering and Technology Peshawar,  
who came in third place, received a tablet 

Attock police nabs 
eight outlaws

DNA

ATTOCK: On the orders 
of District Police Officer 
Attock, Dr. Sardar Ghiyas 
Gul Khan, the Attock Po-
lice conducted operations 
against criminals through-
out the district on Friday. 
Sub-Inspector Muhammad 
Ismael of Fateh Jang Police 
Station, arrested the ac-
cused Ali Raza, a resident 
of Sultan Town, Sargodha 
and recovered a SMG ri-
fle with ammunition from 
him. Similarly, the accused 

Muhammad Kamran son 
of Abdul Rahman resident 
of Sargodha and Nauman 
Ejaz, resident of Mohalla 
Pind Sultani were arrested 
by recovering rifle 44 bore 
with ammunition and a 30 
bore pistol with ammuni-
tion, respectively. 
In separate incidents, ASI 
Tariq Mehmood recovered 
30 bore pistol with ammu-
nition from Asif Mahmood, 
resident of Sahal, a Kalash-
nikov with ammunition from 
Sikandar Hayat resident of 
Sargodha. Sub-inspector of 
Bisal police station Abdul 

Waiz during the investiga-
tion case number 97 dated 
01.05.23, crime 452/506, 
arrested in Bisal police sta-
tion, Javed Iqbal resident 
of Bisal and recovered a 
pistol of 30 bore ammuni-
tion used in the incident. 
Sub-Inspector Sajid Habib, 
in-charge of Police Chowki 
Nara, recovered an illegal 
pistol of 30 bore with am-
munition from the accused 
Junaid Ahmed, a resident of 
Gharibabad Jahangira.  All 
the accused were arrested 
and cases were registered 
against them.

Usman 
Buzdar’s 
petition 

referred to 
larger bench

LAHORE: The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) on Friday re-
ferred a petition, filed by 
former chief minister Pun-
jab Sardar Usman Buzdar 
against non-provision of 
details of cases, registered 
by the Anti-Corruption Es-
tablishment (ACE) Punjab 
against him, to a larger 
bench for hearing.
Justice Tariq Saleem Sheikh 
heard the petition filed by 
the former chief minister 
Punjab.
Usman Buzdar, along 
with his counsel, ap-
peared before the court 
during the proceedings. 
The counsel advanced ar-
guments on summoning 
of a person and the An-
ti-Corruption rules.
However, a law officer 
requested the court to 
withdraw its stay over 
Usman Buzdar’s arrest. 
But, the court did not 
agree to the request and 
extended the stay over 
Buzdar’s arrest  till May 
8. The court further re-
ferred the petition to a 
larger bench.The court 
held that identical mat-
ters were being heard by 
the larger bench; there-
fore, it would be appro-
priate that the petition 
should also be fixed be-
fore that bench.  
Usman Buzdar had ap-
proached the court with 
a request to direct the 
ACE authorities to pro-
vide details of all cases, 
registered against him. 
He also expressed appre-
hension of his arrest in 
undisclosed cases.—APP
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Saudi press 
attaché shares 
heartwarming 

memories 
ISLAMABAD: on Friday 
shared a heartwarming 
post on his Twitter handle, 
commemorating the histor-
ic visit of Saudi King Faisal 
bin Abdulaziz to Pakistan 
on May 5, 1955. 
The Press Attaché shared 
some memorable pictures 
and news clippings in the 
Arabic language of the 
Prince’s visit to Pakistan.
According to Dr Naif, King 
Faisal, who was a Prince at 
that time, arrived in Kara-
chi on the mentioned date 
and went on to visit printing 
presses and ships of the 
Pakistan Navy. The King 
even had his breakfast on a 
battleship and witnessed a 
horse parade.—APP

Weekly 
inflation up by 
1.05 percent

ISLAMABAD: The weekly 
inflation, measured by the 
Sensitive Price Indicator 
(SPI), witnessed an in-
crease of 1.05 per cent for 
the combined consumption 
group during the week end-
ed on May 04, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported on Friday.
The SPI for the week under 
review in the above-men-
tioned group was recorded 
at 254.84 points as com-
pared to 252.20 points 
during the past week, ac-
cording to the PBS data. 
As compared to the corre-
sponding week of last year, 
the SPI for the combined 
consumption group in the 
week under review wit-
nessed an increase of 48.35 
per cent. The weekly SPI 
with the base year 2015-16 
=100 is covering 17 urban 
centres and 51 essential 
items for all expenditure 
groups. The SPI for the 
lowest consumption group 
up to Rs17,732 witnessed 
a 0.94 percent increase and 
went up to 260.54 points 
from last week’s 258.12 
points.  Meanwhile, the SPI 
for the consumption group 
from Rs 17,732-22-888; Rs 
22,889-29,517; Rs 29,518-
44,175; and above Rs 44,175 
witnessed an increase of 
1.03 per cent, 1.05 per cent, 
1.09 per cent, and 1.02 per 
cent respectively. 
During the week, out of 51 
items, prices of 30 (58.82%) 
items increased, 09 
(17.65%) items decreased 
and 12 (23.53%) items re-
mained stable.

Furthermore, the Prince 
toured the radio studios 
and had the opportunity 
to meet a delegation of re-
ligious scholars during his 
visit to Pakistan. —APP

Govt’s 
sincerity 
can avert 

uncertainty
ISLAMABAD: The members 
of the Senate Friday ex-
pressed their optimism that 
the coalition government’s 
sincerity in dialogue with the 
opposition could help avert 
prevailing uncertainty due 
to political and constitutional 
crises alongside terrorism re-
surgence threatening peace 
and security of the country. 
Talking to APP outside the 
Parliament House, Senator 
Moula Bux Chandio of Paki-
stan People’s Party Parlia-
mentarian (PPPP) said the 
prevailing crises were not 
insurmountable rather de-
manded a prudent approach 
of the government to tackle 
it with mutual consensus and 
cooperation. He added that 
the sincerity of the coalition 
government could help im-
prove the situation.  Senator 
Syed Ali Zafar of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) said 
there was uncertainty in 
the country due to no fresh 
polls alongside terrorism re-
vival causing damage to the 
country.  He opined that if the 
higher court made a decision 
and all stakeholders started 
to move in one direction then 
these issues could be resolved.  
Senator Zafar said all political 
parties and partners should sit 
together to resolve the issues 
and alleged that the econom-
ic crisis had worsened due to 
lack of planning and strategy 
of the coalition parties to man-
age the matters pertaining to 
economy.
Senator Hidayatullah Khan of 
Awami National Party (ANP) 
said the issue of terrorism re-
vived in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) due to its close proxim-
ity with Afghanistan but this 
would incur its repercussions 
to rest of the country.—APP
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Media freedom index in 
improved: Info Minister
Efforts are being made to remove the stigma of ‘media predator’ 
on Pakistan’s forehead”, she said while referring to Imran’s era

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting 
Marriyum Aurangzeb on Friday 
said that the improvement of Pa-
kistan in global media freedom 
index was a manifestation of the 
fact that Pakistan’s direction 
was correct and the government 
had intentions to improve it fur-
ther.  Expressing her gratitude 
over Pakistan’s improvement 
of 7 ranks in the world rank-
ing of press freedom, she said 
in a statement that the era of 
media-bashing, kidnapping, 
shooting, rib-breaking, accusing 
media persons of selling loyal-

ties and dirty character assas-
sination campaigns was slowly 
ending, which was also being 
acknowledged globally.
 “Efforts are being made to re-
move the stigma of ‘media pred-
ator’ on Pakistan’s forehead”, 
she said while referring to Im-
ran’s era.
 The minister said that that four-
year mess of ‘Imran Media Pred-
ator’ was gradually being cleared 
with the grace of Allah Almighty.   
She congratulated the Pakistani 
nation and the media that Paki-
stan was improving in the media 
index at global level. “It is grati-
fying to see progress in media in 
one year under the leadership of 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif”, 
she maintained.  She thanked to 
Allah for bringing positive im-
provement in media freedom in-
dex after getting out of FATF’s 
gray list. Marriyum Aurangzeb 

saluted the journalists and me-
dia organizations who struggled 
for the freedom of expression 
and journalism, faced hardships 
and oppression. She vowed that 
this journey of improvement 
would continue in their cooper-
ation. The minister opined that 
a seven-point improvement in 
the Media Freedom Index was 
the manifestation of tolerance 
of dissent.  The RSF report ac-
knowledged that the current 
government was committed to a 
democratic attitude towards the 
media, she said and added, this 
report distinguishes between 
a democratic people’s govern-
ment and an undemocratic im-

posed regime. The minister said 
that the constitutional rights of 
media and expression of opinion 
would be further strengthened.
  Referring to 2022 report in 
which Imran Khan was declared 
a media predator, she said in 
the past years of this dark re-
gime, Pakistan went down 12 
places in the media freedom 
index.
She lamented that during the 
four-year tenure of ‘Imran 
Predator’, Pakistan went down 
18 ranks in the Press Freedom 
Index. In just one year under 
the leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Shahbaz Sharif, Pakistan’s 
index imeroved its rank by 7.

ISLAMABAD: Ladies taking interest in literary materials about Bangladesh on the occasion of the National Day of Bangladesh.—DNA
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Lender is applying stricter  
conditions to Pakistan

Chairman of National Busi-
ness Group Pakistan, Presi-
dent Pakistan Businessmen 
and Intellectuals Forum, 
and All Karachi Industrial 
Alliance, and former pro-
vincial minister Mian Zahid 
Hussain on Friday said Pa-
kistan is between the devil 
and the deep blue sea over 
stringent IMF conditions.
One reason for delay is 
release of loan tranche by 
IMF is lack of confidence, 
which will hit the budget 
making exercise.
Mian Zahid Hussain said 
that the ninth review of 
the IMF and the staff lev-
el agreement should have 
been completed last year, 
but the previous regime vi-
olated the agreement with 
the international organiza-
tion due to which the ninth 
review was stalled.
Talking to the business 
community, the veteran 

business leader said that 
people are constantly being 
told that all the new condi-
tions of the IMF have been 
fulfilled, and that the agree-
ment will be concluded in 
a few days, but the IMF is 
changing the goalposts very 
frequently.
IMF is adding new de-
mands to its list and asking 
Pakistan continuously to 
do-more, he observed.
Among the reasons for the 
unnecessary harshness on 
the part of the IMF is the 
fear of this institution that 
after receiving the loan, af-
fairs in Pakistan will contin-
ue to be run irresponsibly 
and the expenditure will 
not be controlled, which 
will result in the country’s 
bankruptcy.
Mian Zahid Hussain fur-
ther said that the IMF is 
also worried that billions 
of rupees will be wasted to 

please the voters before the 
elections, which will further 
weaken the country’s fal-
tering economy and it will 
result in disrepute of the 
lender if Pakistan defaults.
The business leader said 
that China, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emir-
ates have assured loans to 
Pakistan. Moreover, the 
Government is discourag-
ing imports, resulting in 
a fall of 68 percent in the 
current account deficit in 
the last eight months and is 
expected to further decline 
in the next four months. Im-
port contraction is also re-
ducing the revenue of FBR.
Inflation has crossed 36 
percent, the highest level 
in Asia, due to which the 
IMF is demanding a two 
percent increase in the in-
terest rates. Mian Zahid 
Hussain said that econom-
ic instability is increasing 

rapidly due to continuous 
delay in payment of loan in-
stalments by the IMF. The 
current agreement with the 
IMF was signed in 2019 and 
expires next month.
According to the agree-
ment, Pakistan was sup-
posed to get a loan of six 
and a half billion dollars, 
but so far only 3.9 billion 
dollars have been received. 
The government has al-
ready accepted all IMF 
conditions on exchange 
rate, tax rate, energy price, 
subsidy reduction and inter-
est rate hike but could not 
convince IMF to release 
funds.In this most difficult 
economic situation, if the 
nation unites and imple-
ments the emergency pro-
gram of import substitution 
and privatization of failed 
government institutions, 
then this vortex can be ex-
ited, he said.—DNA

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Adviser 
to Prime Minister (PM) 
on Kashmir Affairs and 
Gilgit Baltistan (GB), 
Qamar Zaman Kaira said 
that Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP)  and 
Foreign Minister (FM) 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
visited India on the in-
vitation of Shanghai Co-
operation Organization 
(SCO) as representative 
of Pakistan to attend the 
meeting of the council of 
foreign ministers.
Addressing at a press 
conference here on 
Friday, he said, “Our 
friendly country China is 
leading the SCO and sup-
porting Pakistan at all 
platforms of the world.”
Kaira said, “SCO is an ac-
tive and effective forum 
of the region.” He said 
some protests were re-
ported against the partic-

ipation of the Pakistani 
foreign minister in the 
SCO conference.
FM also met with his 
Russian counterpart at 
the sideline meeting of 
the SCO conference and 
discussed the matters of 
mutual interests of both 
states and reiterated to 
forge strong ties between 
the two nations.

Kaira said he had put the 
all criticism and propa-
ganda of the opposition 
in the ashtray about the 
visit of FM.
“Bilawal is playing its 
vital role to restore the 
relationship and positive 
image of the country 
across the globe which is 
badly damaged in the pre-
vious regime of Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI). 
Bilalwal Bhutto had 
highlighted the Kashmir 
issue at all appropriate 
forums of the globe, he 
added. Kaira underlined 
that FM had visited India 
after raising the Kashmir 
issue across the world 
and declared Narendra 
Modi as the butcher of 
Gujrat.

FM visited India on SCO  
invitation to attend meeting

PAF made a wish 
come true for an 

aspiring child
 
 While showing extreme com-
passion for Master Abdullah 
Naveed, a bright child suffering 
from thalassemia, Air Chief 
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber 
Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pa-
kistan Air Force made possible 
his life time dream come true 
by making him a PAF pilot for 
one day at an operational base 
of Pakistan Air Force.   It was 
a dream of Abdullah Naveed  to 
become a PAF fighter pilot  which in indicative of the tradition-
al affiliation of entire Pakistani young generation with PAF. 
This activity which was sponsored by Make a Wish Founda-
tion, Pakistan, Master Abdullah visited an Operational Base 
of PAF, where he was given an honorary rank by Air Officer 
Commanding, Southern Air Command, Air Vice Marshal 
Khalid Mehmood and Base Commander Air Commodore 
Asim Rana in a customary way used in PAF. The child was 
also given a simulated experience of a fighter aircraft and 
visited various units / wings of the base. Parents of Abdul-
lah and founding President of Make- A-Wish Foundation, 
Mr Ishtiaq Baig also accompanied him. Abdullah was elat-
ed and jubilant and  showed extreme joy upon undergoing 
this unique and unprecedented experience. PAF has always 
held a special place in the hearts of the nation. —DNA

China, Pak step 
up exchanges in 
art and culture

Islamabad:  China, Pakistan have stepped up exchanges 
in the fields of art and culture, China Economic Net (CEN) 
reported on Friday “We are discussing with Chinese guest 
professors about long-term research on various aspects of 
Chinese and Pakistani arts and crafts. The safeguarding of 
the rock carvings and ancient inscriptions in our northern 
areas is also possible under such collaboration”, Prof. Dr. 
Zarawar Khan, Department of Tourism and Hospitality, 
University of Swat said while attending the China-Pakistan 
Contemporary Arts Exchange Exhibition.
The exhibition is taking place at the University of Educa-
tion, Lahore from May 3-5 and in tandem at the Lahore 
Museum from May 3-7. More than 100 pieces of works by 
Pakistani and Chinese artists, including Chinese painting, 
Chinese calligraphy, sculpture and other forms of art, are 
on display. “The art exhibition is one of its kind ever held at 
the University of Education in Lahore in collaboration with 
the Chinese art historians, students and delegates.  The ex-
hibition has added new dimensions to our knowledge about 
the ancient religious, cultural and commercial interaction 
between China and Pakistan”, said Dr. Zarawar Khan. 
 ost pandemic, Chinese students, art experts and historians 
are restoring contacts with Pakistan to conduct research 
on bilateral arts and crafts and enhance cultural interac-
tions. The exhibition is also part of the ongoing efforts to 
mark the ten-year anniversary of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive. According to Mr. Hao, Director of the International 
Office, Hebei Academy of Fine Arts, after the conclusion of 
the two exhibition areas, the exhibits will continue to be on 
display at the local art center for more than a week. —DNA
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Briefs
‘Elections 
should be 
held in Oct 

2023’
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Federal Minister 
for Power Khurram Dasta-
gir Khan on Friday said the 
election should take place 
at its scheduled time in Oc-
tober 2023, neither earlier 
nor later.  Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he said 
that Imran Khan’s populari-
ty was limited to social me-
dia. He also remarked that 
in terms of negotiations 
with PTI, he believed that 
it was pointless to negotiate 
with a person who lacked 
credibility, as Imran Khan 
was prone to making de-
cisions but then reversing 
them due to his indecisive 
mindset. As for the demand 
for elections within 90 days, 
Khurram questioned why 
this requirement applied 
solely to the Punjab prov-
ince.—APP

ANF recovers 
over two kg 

drugs in three 
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in three 
operations managed to 
recover over two kg drugs 
and arrested two accused, 
said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Friday. 
He said in an operation 
at Lahore International 
Airport, 59 heroin-filled 
capsules were recovered 
from the possession of a 
Riyadh-bound passenger 
resident of Haripur.
In the second operation 
in Haripur Mansehra, one 
kg charras was recovered 
from the possession of an 
accused resident of Abbot-
tabad. In the third oper-
ation conducted near Ka-
rachi Cantt Station, 1200 
grams charras was recov-
ered from the possession of 
a drug peddler resident of 
Karachi. He said that sep-
arate cases have been reg-
istered against the accused 
while further investigations 
are under process.—APP

IRSA releases 
138,700 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Friday released 138,700 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
141,300 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released by 
IRSA, water level in River 
Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1439.65 feet and was 41.65 
feet higher than its dead lev-
el of 1,398 feet. Water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 38,000 cusecs 
while outflow as 40,000 
cusecs. The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1122.5o feet, which was 
72.50 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 44,600 cusecs 
and 40,000 cusecs respec-
tively.  The release of water 
at Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded as 
54,800, 52,800, 44,400 and 
9,000 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 32,600 cusecs 
of water released at Now-
shera .—APP

Police net nine 
drug peddlers, 

bootleggers
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi police in an action against sus-
pected drug peddlers and bootleggers conducted raids in 
different areas and rounded up nine accused on recovery 
of over 8820 grams charras and 50 bottles of liquor, said 
a police spokesman here on Friday. He informed that 
Waris Khan police held a female drug smuggler namely 
Shamim Akhtar and recovered 1370 grams charras while 
Sadiqabad police rounded up Nawaz for having 1100 
grams charras. Pirwadhai police netted Umair with 1680 
grams charras and Gungmandi police arrested Haris for 
possessing 1350 grams charras.  New Town police in 
their operation managed to arrest Malik Shahid with 1420 
grams charras while Westridge police held Muhammad Ali 
for possessing 1100 grams charras. Cantt police appre-
hended a bootlegger namely Ishaq and recovered 50 bot-
tles of liquor from his possession. Other accused were sent 
behind the bars on recovery of drugs.  Separate cases have 
been registered against all accused while further investiga-
tions are underway.  City Police Officer, Rawalpindi Syed 
Khalid Mehmood Hamdani directed the police officers to 
accelerate ongoing operations against drug peddlers, boot-
leggers and other lawbreakers, he added.—APP

Govt brings education at the 
doorsteps of deprived communities

With the cost of education rising amid tough economic conditions, early this year Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif spearheaded 
two innovative projects “Schools on Wheels” and Pakistan Teleschool Application

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  The federal 
government in its first year 
took two significant initia-
tives to introduce technolo-
gy and mobility in the edu-
cation sector, with the aim 
to create learning oppor-
tunities for all sections of 
society particularly for chil-
dren living in deprived com-
munities. With the cost of 
education rising amid tough 
economic conditions, early 
this year Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif spearhead-
ed two innovative projects 
“Schools on Wheels” and 
Pakistan Teleschool App. In 
February in the first phase, 
he launched the project of 
mobile schools consisting 
of eight buses that are pro-
viding primary-level edu-
cation to children of Islam-
abad and adjoining areas. 
The buses which park at dif-
ferent spots in areas of the 
capital are equipped with 
computers, desks, white-
boards, and LCDs, giving 

teachers and students an 
environment to engage and 
learn.
At the inauguration cere-
mony, while terming chil-
dren ‘future builders of the 
nation’, the prime minister 
reiterated that the govern-
ment would make sustained 
efforts to provide maximum 
educational facilities to the 
young generation. The pro-
ject of mobile schools is 
part of the government’s 
strenuous and persistent ef-
forts to boost literacy rate, 
particularly in rural areas.
In the next phase, the plan 
is to increase the number 
of buses and expand the 
project to other parts of 
the country including Azad 
Kashmir. The project will 
help children in neglected 
communities to become 
literate and capable of seek-
ing further education and 
technical skills. According 
to UNICEF, an estimated 
22.8 million children aged 
5-16 are not attending 
school in Pakistan, com-
prising 44% of the total pop-

ulation in this age group 
and there is a dire need to 
make education accessible 
to them through new tools 
of information technology. 
In a bid to bring education 
to the homes of children, 
PM Shehbaz Sharif in 
March launched a Pakistan 
Teleschool App developed 
by Ministry of Federal Edu-
cation and the results were 
encouraging.
In just a week, the appli-
cation was downloaded 
10,000 times, 5500 en-
rollments were made and 
17000 videos were viewed 
in 310 cities. The project is 
aimed at providing online 
education to students from 
grades 1 to 12.
While in another step to 
educate children, the gov-
ernment is working to 
bring the remaining 70,000 
out-of-school children in the 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
to schools by June 30.  She-
hbaz Sharif during his ten-
ure as chief minister Pun-
jab successfully brought to 
fruition a scheme to distrib-

ute laptops among students 
pursuing higher education.  
Once again, the PM has 
plans to distribute 100,000 
laptops among higher 
achievers in educational in-
stitutions as he passionate-
ly believes that equipping 
youth with the latest tools 
of information technology 
is the path to future learning 
and innovation. In the summer 
of last year, Pakistan was dev-
astated by floods of epic pro-
portions induced by climate 
change and 33 million people 
were affected in the flood-hit 
areas. The floods destroyed 
critical infrastructure includ-
ing schools in Balochistan and 
keeping in view the urgent 
need to re-open schools, the 
prime minister led the way and 
inaugurated a smart school in 
Sohbatpur, Balochistan in Jan-
uary. Built-in a record period 
of two months, the school is 
equipped with the latest IT 
facilities. He also re-opened a 
new building of flood-affected 
Government Boys Secondary 
school Killi Jaya Khan in the 
same area.

Niaz Celebrates 6 Months of Impactful 
Work for Personswith Disabilities in Pakistan
 

DNA

Islamabad:  Pakistan 
Niaz Support, a social enter-
prise dedicated to improving 
the lives of persons with dis-
abilities (PWDs) in Pakistan, 
is celebrating its 6-month an-
niversary since its inception. 
Over the past few months, 
Niaz has made a significant 
impact on the lives of PWDs, 
especially in providing cus-
tomised wheelchairs to de-
serving beneficiaries.Niaz 
has been a pioneer in provid-
ing customised wheelchairs 
to deserving PWDs in Paki-
stan. The initiative has been 
able to provide mobility 
and independence, allowing 
PWDs to participate in daily 
activities and take control of 

their own lives.
Niaz would like to extend its 
gratitude to all the gifters 
who have generously con-
tributed to support the cause, 
their ambassadors who have 
worked hard to reach out to 
and connect with the gifters 

globally and the media part-
ners for raising awareness 
on the disability needs in Pa-
kistan.
Niaz would also like to ex-
tend a special thank you to 
Mr. Agha Hussnain Raza of 
PSCOPWD and all the DPOs 

across Pakistan for their dedi-
cated efforts in identifying the 
list of most deserving benefi-
ciaries from across Pakistan. 
Their expertise and commit-
ment have been invaluable in 
ensuring that the customised 
wheelchairs provided by Niaz 

reach those who need them 
the most. We are grateful for 
their partnership and look for-
ward to continuing to work to-
gether to improve the lives of 
persons with disabilities in 
Pakistan. Hussain Odhwani 
- Founder Niaz, shared his 
thoughts on the progress of 
the initiative, “It has been 
a challenging but rewarding 
journey so far. We have been 
able to make a significant im-
pact. We are grateful for the 
support we have received 
from all our partners, and 
we look forward to continu-
ing our work to improve the 
lives of persons with disa-
bilities in Pakistan.” Niaz 
is committed to creating a 
world where persons with 
disabilities are empowered 
to lead fulfilling and inde-
pendent lives.

‘823 students enrolled in 
Pakistani School Tripoli’

ISLAMABAD, May 05 (DNA):Minister for State for Law and Justice Shahadat 
Awan on Friday informed the Senate that there was a total of 823 students, in-
cluding 227 from Pakistani community enrolled in the Pakistani School Tripoli 
(Libya) during 2022-23. Replying to various questions during Question Hour, the 
minister said that there were two Pakistani Schools in Libya including Pakistan 
Embassy International School & College, Tripoli and Pakistan Embassy Interna-
tional School & College, Benghazi.  As many as 31 students appeared in Matric 
while 14 students in Higher Secondary School Certificate (F.Sc) during 2022-23, 
he added. He said the schools and colleges were not only for Pakistani students 
but also for students from other communities. The schools bore expenditure from 
their own resources and no funding was made from the government budget, he 
said. The minister said the syllabus of the Federal Board of Education at SSC and 
HSC levels was being taught in the schools and students regularly appear in Fed-
eral Board Exams every year. Additionally, IGCSE, Edexcel and AS Level Syllabi 
were also taught, he said. To another question, the minister said there were 45 
regular Lecturers (BS-17) and 18 daily wages staff working in evening shifts in 
Islamabad Model Colleges.  It was a fact that lecturers teaching in the evening 
shift in Islamabad Model Colleges as Visiting Faculty Members were being paid 
remuneration @Rs. 180/- per period and @240 per period for degree level with the 
approval of the Finance Division while lecturers working in evening shift in one 
ex-FG-College i.e. Islamabad Model Postgraduate College of Commerce, H-8/4, Is-
lamabad were being paid remuneration @ Rs. 350/- Per Period, he said.
He said the case regarding enhancement in remuneration of Visiting Faculty 
Member (VFM) for teaching Secondary/ Intermediate or equivalent classes from 
Rs.180/-per period to Rs. 400/-per period and; visiting faculty member for teach-
ing to BS/Associate Degree Programme or classes to Rs. 750/-per period was be-
ing examined in consultation with Federal Directorate of Education.—DNA

Pakistani Students in Australia
Tayyiba Zabih

A ustralia is a well-
liked study abroad 
option for Pakistani 

students due to the excel-
lent quality of education 
provided by Australian uni-
versities and the friendly 
atmosphere in the nation. 
Many Pakistani students 
rely on various sources of 
support, including finan-
cial assistance from their 
families, scholarships, and 
part-time jobs. However, 
obtaining permanent res-
idency and citizenship in 
Australia can be a challeng-
ing process for Pakistani 
students.  The history of 
Pakistani students in Aus-
tralia dates back to the 
1960s, when a small num-
ber of Pakistani students 
began studying at Australi-
an universities. The propor-
tion of Pakistani students, 
however, did not start to 
significantly rise until the 
1990s. This was due to sev-
eral factors, including the 
growing demand for qual-
ity education, increased 
awareness about Australi-
an universities among Pa-
kistani students, and the 
availability of scholarships 
and other forms of financial 
assistance. One of the pri-

mary reasons why Pakistani 
students prefer Australia as 
their study destination is 
the high standard of educa-
tion that Australian univer-
sities offer. International 
rankings place a number 
of Australian institutions 
among the most prestig-
ious in the world. Pakistani 
students have access to a 
diverse selection of courses 
and degree programmes in 
subjects such as engineer-
ing, medicine, business, 
and the humanities.
Another reason why Pa-
kistani students choose 
Australia is the welcoming 
and inclusive environment 
that the country offers. 
Australia is known for its 
multiculturalism and diver-
sity, which makes it easier 
for international students 
to adjust to life in Australia. 
Pakistani students can also 
take advantage of various 
support services provided 
by universities and the gov-
ernment, including academ-
ic support, health services, 
and counselling services.
When it comes to managing 
their studies and financ-
es, Pakistani students in 
Australia rely on various 
sources of support. Many 
students receive financial 
assistance from their fam-

ilies, while others take out 
loans or work part-time 
jobs to cover their expens-
es. Moreover, scholarships 
and fellowships are also 
available at Australian in-
stitutions for overseas stu-
dents, including those from 
Pakistan. Despite the many 
benefits of studying in Aus-
tralia, obtaining permanent 
residency and citizenship 
can be a challenging pro-
cess for Pakistani students. 
To apply for permanent 
residency, Pakistani stu-
dents must meet several 
requirements, including 
English language proficien-
cy and evidence of work 
experience. For those who 
are still in university or are 
unfamiliar to the country, 
these requirements may be 
problematic.  Moreover, the 
Australian government has 
implemented strict visa reg-
ulations to prevent student 
visa fraud and non-compli-
ance. These regulations can 
create additional hurdles 
for Pakistani students, who 
must demonstrate their 
genuine intention to study 
and meet the visa require-
ments. This procedure can 
be tough and time-inten-
sive, causing stress and 
frustration for students.
However, Pakistani stu-

dents in Australia can take 
advantage of various re-
sources and support ser-
vices to help them navigate 
the visa application pro-
cess. Universities and gov-
ernment agencies provide 
guidance and assistance to 
students on visa require-
ments, documentation, and 
application procedures. 
Many universities also pro-
vide post-study work visas, 
allowing foreign students 
to keep their residence in 
Australia and work for up 
to four years after finishing 
their studies.
In conclusion, Pakistani stu-
dents who have a desire for 
a top-notch education in a 
friendly atmosphere tend to 
pick Australia as their place 
of study. While obtaining 
permanent residency and 
citizenship can be a bit 
hard, many Pakistani stu-
dents continue to pursue 
their education in Australia 
and make significant con-
tributions to the country’s 
economy and society. With 
the support of universities, 
government agencies, and 
various support servic-
es, Pakistani students in 
Australia can overcome 
these challenges and 
achieve their academic 
and career goals.

COMSATS, Syndesis Health  
Inc. (USA) join hands 

ISLAMABAD: The Com-
mission on Science and 
Technology for Sustain-
able Development in 
the South (COMSATS) 
signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Syndesis Health 
Inc., USA, for “Genomic 
Sequencing Programs”. 
The MoU will provide 
a broad framework for 
collaborative activities 
aimed at providing better 
healthcare to the citi-
zens, supporting curative 
drugs development, and 
devising guidelines to 
help in managing phar-
maceutical products. 
Ambassador Dr. Moham-
mad Nafees Zakaria, Ex-
ecutive Director COM-
SATS, and Mr. Kamil 
Mehmood, Co-Founder & 
Director Syndesis Health 
Inc., signed the MoU on 
behalf of their respective 

organizations. 
The signing ceremony 
held at COMSATS Sec-
retariat in Islamabad on 
Friday was participated 
by Heads / Represent-
atives of diplomatic 
missions of COMSATS’ 
Member States in Islam-
abad, Secretary Incharge 
Ministry of Science & 
Technology – focal min-
istry of the host country 
for COMSATS, Usman 
Akhtar Bajwa, senior 
officials of relevant min-
istries, as well as repre-
sentatives from print and 
electronic media. 
Addressing the partici-
pants, the Executive Di-
rector COMSATS threw 
light on the agreement 
and its prospects for re-
search, impact on the 
industrial sector, and 
economy.  The MOU was 
a manifestation of a mu-
tual desire on both sides 

to support each other in 
the endeavours towards 
keeping pace with the 
rapid development in the 
field of S&T, particularly 
ensuring better health-
care for all through the 
effective utilization of 
modern-day technolo-
gies.  The Director of 
Syndesis Health Inc., 
Kamil, while highlighting 
the activities and achieve-
ments of his organization, 
assured full support to 
COMSATS in implement-
ing the related programs. 
Ambassador Zakaria and 
Mehmood briefed the 
media and the distin-
guished participants on 
how the collaboration 
would utilize the latest 
technological know-how 
for strengthening the 
healthcare sector, reduc-
ing healthcare costs, and 
contributing to the national 
economy.—APP
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Coronation of  
Charles III

Rate hike addiction

A s the day nears, ask yourself a question. What is this weekend’s 
coronation for? It will not make Charles III the king. He is that 
already. He became king when his mother died last year, and after 

a smoothly performed and sensibly low-key accession process. The line of 
succession is also firmly set. Nor will the coronation make any dif-
ference to the king’s ability to carry out his constitutional role 
as Britain’s head of state. It will confer no new power on him. 
He already gives his assent to laws. The coronation no longer 
provides a platform to parade an imperial reach, as that of Eliz-
abeth II, attended by more than 50 senior representatives of 
Britain’s possessions and Commonwealth nations, emphatical-
ly still sought to. It will not be a celebration of Britain’s global 
military and naval clout, which earlier coronations also were. 
Those days have gone, and good riddance.
The coronation is certainly not taking place because of pub-
lic demand or enthusiasm for the monarchy or the new king. 
A mere 9% of British adults say that they care “a great deal” 
about this weekend’s events. Only 7% describe themselves as 
committed royalists, willing to give uncritical support to the 
monarchy. It seems gratuitous to be paying £250m for a cor-
onation during a cost of living crisis. Nor can it be seen as a 
symbolic new chapter for the nation. The 1953 coronation of 
the then 27-year-old Elizabeth was widely depicted as an event 
designed to bring colour and hope to postwar Britain – perhaps 
even as the start of a new age. Charles, by contrast, is the oldest 
monarch to take the British throne. His life story, his family prob-
lems and his ways are familiar. Britain will not change this week-
end. The overwhelming truth is that the coronation is taking place 
for anachronistic religious and constitutional reasons. This week-
end’s events are centred on a religious service in which Charles 
vows to uphold the Protestant religion, is anointed with holy oil 
and swears an oath which, in words that the archbishop of Canterbury 
will intone in Westminster Abbey on Saturday, commits to making 
Britain “a holy nation” under “a royal priesthood”.

A drug is “a substance intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, 
mitigation, treatment, or prevention of disease”. But if tak-
en to cure all ills, a drug can lead to addiction, which can 

have “harmful physical, psychological or social effects”. We can 
add “economic and political effects”, which the Federal Reserve’s 
addiction with interest rate hikes will have not only on the United 
States but the rest of the world as well.
The Fed raised the interest rate by 25 basis points on Thursday (Bei-
jing time), the 10th time it has done so since March 2022, justifying 
its move as being “strongly committed to returning inflation to its 2 
percent objective”. True, the 10 rounds of rate hikes have reduced in-
flation from a peak of 9.1 percent in June 2022 to 5 percent in March 
this year. But in the US, the rates of credit cards, mortgages and auto 
loans — already surging since last year — all stand to rise even more, 
increasing the burden of loan costs for both consumers and business-
es. And since banks are offering higher interest rates on savings, 
people will save more and spend less to earn more interest, which 
could cause the economy to slow down further, leading to a reces-
sion. Worse, the Fed’s rate hikes will cause capital to flow from other 
countries into the US, dealing another blow to their economies at a 
time when they are yet to emerge from the impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the Ukraine crisis. The Fed surely knows the interest 
rate hikes alone cannot bring down inflation or boost the US econo-
my, because there are many reasons behind the high inflation — mas-
sive quantitative easing, for one, the Fed pumping in huge amounts 
of money into the market, for another. During the three years of the 
pandemic alone, the US’ money supply increased by more than 40 
percent to peak at $21.7 trillion in April 2022. The US is trying to 
restore order to its economy, which fell into disarray due to an over-
dose of money, by harming other economies. Sticking to its addiction 
of interest rate hikes to check inflation and boost US growth, the Fed 
is creating problems for both developed and developing economies. 
But why should the US worry about other economies now when 
it has never done so before? Maybe the other economies can 
take solace from the Fed Open Market Committee’s statement 
about taking “into account the cumulative tightening of mone-
tary policy”, which has been widely interpreted as implying an 
end to this round of interest rate hikes. But given its addic-
tion, the Fed cannot be relied upon.
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Why Moscow depends more  
on Tehran than Beijing? 

How to ignore Israel’s apartheid:  
Learn from Ursula von der Leyen

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Andrew Mitrovica

T
he foreign policy of the Islam-
ic Republic has, for some time, 
been guided by the principle of 

neither aligning with the East nor 
the West. However, Supreme Lead-
er Ali Khamenei has recently shown 
support for a “Look East” policy, 
particularly after the United States 
withdrew from the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action in May of 2018. 
Khamenei realized that Europe’s 
preference for the JCPOA would not 
prevail, and many European compa-
nies abandoned their dealings with 
Iran due to secondary US sanctions. 
This led to an increased interest in 
closer trade relations with China, 
with whom Iran signed a long-term 
agreement in March 2021. Under 
this agreement, China has access to 
subsidized oil purchases for the next 
25 years in exchange for hundreds of 
billions of dollars in Chinese invest-
ment in Iran. Iran’s relationship with 
China is important, as China is one 
of the few countries willing to defy 
Western sanctions on Iran’s energy 

sector. Iran’s relationship with Rus-
sia came under scrutiny when Russia 
invaded Ukraine in February of 2022. 
Iran offered Russia diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and military support, includ-
ing supplying attack drones for use 
on the battlefield in Ukraine. US of-
ficials have also suggested that Iran 
may send surface-to-surface missiles 
to Russia. Iran’s experience in sanc-
tions evasion and indigenous weap-
ons production makes it an attrac-
tive partner for Russia. The Iranian 
government has doubled down on its 
“Look East” policy over the past year, 
hoping to secure China and Russia 
as its main backers against the West. 
While this policy may be a gamble, 
Iran seems optimistic about its pros-
pects.
However, both China and Russia’s 
economic cooperation has been a 
source of frustration for Iran. All 
three countries are cash poor and 
dependent on selling oil to markets 
like China and India. This leaves mili-
tary relations as the most natural ap-

proach. Iran has already sent drones 
to Russia for its war against Ukraine, 
and there are confirmed reports that 
Moscow will soon hand over its ad-
vanced Su-35 fighter jets to Iran. 
While these military transactions are 
important, closer geopolitical align-
ment between Tehran and Moscow 
would represent an even bigger leap. 
When Raisi met President Vladimir 
Putin in July 2022, Tehran officials 
described the summit as the birth of a 
new regional understanding between 
Tehran and Moscow. Iran’s prospects 
as a regional hard power player in 
places like Syria, the South Cauca-
sus, or Central Asia would be greatly 
reduced by a Russian military defeat 
in Ukraine. However, the “Look East” 
policy is unlikely to be abandoned, as 
Russia has long been seen as a coun-
terweight to the West by Khamenei 
and senior IRGC officers. For Iran, 
Russia is the only large and relatively 
resource-rich state in the region that 
is almost unconditionally ready to 
side with Moscow against the West.

D iplomatic tip: European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen will forgive and 
forget your country’s outrages and crimes 

and wish you a happy birthday in return, apparent-
ly, for an honorary degree. That quid pro quo was 
on blatant and telling display last week when von 
der Leyen took to social media to congratulate Is-
rael on its 75th birthday. In lieu of a blue and white 
cake topped with 75 candles, von der Leyen posted 
a nearly 90-second video airbrushing Israel’s long, 
cruel history of theft and violence visited on gener-
ations of imprisoned Palestinians. She also praised 
the apartheid state for its “dynamism” and “inge-
nuity”. “Seventy-five years ago, a dream was real-
ized,” she said. “You [Israel] have literally made 
a desert bloom.” Her crude revisionism and recy-
cling of a familiar, bigoted trope was condemned 
instantly and loudly by Palestinians who have not 
only endured the endless nightmare of Israel’s 
ruthless occupation, but who have also been invad-
ed, jailed, tortured, killed and had their homes and 
lands stolen by the dynamic and ingenious birthday 
boy celebrating Independence Day along with Pres-
ident von der Leyen.
On Tuesday, Palestinian prisoner Khader Adnan 
was found dead in an Israeli prison after a nearly 
three-month hunger strike against his incarcera-
tion without charge or trial. Don’t expect von der 
Leyen to utter a word about it. The birthday bash 
mustn’t be ruined. While her contentious com-
ments triggered a broad backlash, I remembered 
that von der Leyen had spouted this historically il-
literate, revisionist tripe just months before when 
she was given a lofty prize at an event imbued with 
ego-soothing pageantry. On June 14, a beaming von 
der Leyen was feted with an honorary doctorate 
from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. “Well, 
how exciting,” the university’s giddy president said 
before bestowing von der Leyen with the symbolic 
honour, which was a reflection in part, he added, of 
their “exceptional” guest’s “long-term commitment 
to women’s rights”. Von der Leyen sat in the centre 
of a raised dais, smiling as a short film tracing her 
accomplishments and applauding her commitment 
to promoting women’s interests and equality was 
shown to the students, faculty and diplomats gath-
ered in a round hall. Only weeks earlier, veteran 
reporter Shireen Abu Akleh was fatally shot in the 
head by an Israeli sniper while covering yet another 

early morning raid in the Jenin refugee camp by 
eager-to-harm soldiers.
Still, von der Leyen couldn’t resist travelling to 
Israel to get her sash and scroll. In her effusive 
22-minute speech in June, von der Leyen gave more 
fulsome expression to her blind, unqualified sup-
port and affection for Israel. “I feel honoured and 
humbled to receive this recognition,” she said. “It 
seems like a miracle that a German like me is wel-
comed and honoured here in the state of Israel as 
a friend among friends.” Needless to say, von der 
Leyen did not mention Abu Akleh’s name – if she 
remembered it at all. Nor did she address, let alone 
condemn, the murder of a courageous female jour-
nalist who had dedicated her life and work to de-
fending the rights and dignity of her sisters – Pal-
estinian girls and women among so many others. 
Instead, von der Leyen lauded a rogue nation that 
was not only responsible for Abu Akleh’s assassina-
tion but also the state-sanctioned brutality that Pal-
estinian girls and women in blockaded Gaza, the oc-
cupied West Bank and Jerusalem have suffered year 
after grinding year. It was a sorry performance by 
a preening politician more interested in having her 
vanity stroked and absolving her hosts’ complicity 
and guilt than confronting Israel’s systemic viola-
tion of women and girls whose cause she claims 
to champion. Von der Leyen’s at times hyperbolic 
acceptance speech veered into what can only be 
described as the surreal. “Europe is the values of 
the Talmud: the Jewish sense of personal respon-
sibility, of justice and of solidarity,” she said. This 
will come as a surprise, I suspect, to enlightened 
Europeans who continue to oppose and denounce 
the failure of iron-fisted Israeli governments and 
too many obstinate Israelis to accept any measure 
of responsibility for the litany of injustices the oc-
cupiers have forced upon besieged Palestinians. 
This will come as a surprise, as well, to the string 
of human rights groups inside and outside Israel 
who have concluded – as a matter of international 
law – that the nation von der Leyen calls a “friend” 
has, since its inception, pursued a pitiless policy 
of apartheid towards Palestinians. All with the sin-
ister intent to impose its ethnic supremacy and to 
crush Palestinians into ghettos with deliberate, in-
human efficiency. Von der Leyen didn’t devote so 
much as a syllable to that egregious and exhaustive-
ly documented record. She preferred to traffic in 

stubborn, facts-on-the-ground-allergic rhetoric like 
this: “Israel is a vibrant democracy. Its resilience 
is admired worldwide … Israel is a small slice of 
land where people of all faiths and born on all con-
tinents live together.”
Of course, von der Leyen singled out Russia for “its 
aggression” against Ukraine’s territorial integrity 
without bothering to note that Israel has launched 
calamitous ground invasions of Gaza in late 2008 
to early 2009 and in 2014 that obliterated homes, 
schools, hospitals and livelihoods while killing, 
maiming and traumatising thousands of children, 
women and men who had no place to hide.
The casualties included Palestinian Nobel Peace 
Prize nominee Izzeldin Abuelaish’s three daugh-
ters and their cousin who were dismembered when 
two Israeli tank shells were fired into their home as 
they huddled together on January 16, 2009.
It appears that von der Leyen has forgotten about 
those girls and women, too. What she didn’t forget to 
do was to trot out the odious chestnut that, lately, has 
caused such an uproar. “I marvel at how … you have, 
quite literally, made the desert bloom,” von der Ley-
en told her appreciative audience. Beyond erasing the 
history and presence of Palestinians in that “desert” 
for centuries, the clear and indeed, racist, implication 
is that the land was empty or neglected prior to the 
arrival of Jewish settlers. Again, I’m convinced that 
enlightened European parliamentarians and millions 
of Europeans who side with the Palestinians’ just fight 
will reject outright the president’s outrageous language 
and demand she retract her retrograde remarks. Lis-
tening to both speeches, I was taken aback not only by 
some of what von der Leyen said but how she said it. The 
talks oozed with a grating, self-gratulatory quality: the 
by-product of her evident and overarching aim to please 
rather than to challenge.
Then there was the smug certainty of von der Leyen’s 
gooey sentimentalism that betrays a profound misunder-
standing of the combustible region and an obliviousness 
to the hurt that her halting comments were bound to 
cause to appalled Palestinians and their equally offended 
allies. The European Commission’s president should, at 
the least, apologise. You and I know she won’t. A gift-
wrapped bauble, it seems, is more important than the 
constant struggles, capricious fates and endangered 
lives of Palestinians. Shame on her.

Courtesy: Al Jazeera
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TEHRAN: President Raeisi 
has described his two-day 
visit to Syria as a turning 
point in promoting econom-
ic, political and security rela-
tions, saying the aim of the 
trip was to honor the spirit-
ed resistance of the Syrian 
government and nation.
“Given the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran’s 12-year-long 
support for Syria-based 
resistance groups as well 
as the steadfastness of the 
Syrian nation and govern-
ment against conspiracies 
and seditious plots of the 
enemies, the two-day trip 
to the Arab country is of 
paramount importance to 
both countries and the re-
gion,” Raeisi said at Meh-

rabad airport in Tehran 
early on Friday upon re-
turn from Damascus. 
Iran and Syria enjoy ample 
potentials and grounds for 
cooperation to improve 
economic ties, President 
Raeisi said, adding he main-
ly discussed financial and 
trade issues during meet-
ings with his Syrian coun-
terpart Bashar al-Assad.
Cooperating in the field of 
power generation and trans-
mission, setting up a joint 
bank and an insurance com-
pany, reducing trade tariffs 
between the two countries, 
expanding transit facilities 
between Iran, Iraq, and Syr-
ia as well as reviving Syria’s 
agricultural, industrial and 
energy sectors were among 
the primary issues included 
in the 14 cooperation docu-

ments signed between the 
two sides, he added.
A final communiqué issued 
at the end of Raeisi’s two-day 
official visit to Syria, which 
started on Wednesday and 
was the first by an Iranian 
president to the Arab nation 

in over 13 years, stated that 
the two sides expressed sat-
isfaction over joint coopera-
tion in the fight against ter-
rorism and extremism, and 
emphasized that they will 
continue working together 
until the total annihilation of 

all terrorist groups in Syria. 
Raeisi and Assad also held 
in-depth talks on ways 
to further develop and 
strengthen cordial and 
strategic relations between 
Tehran and Damascus, and 
exchanged viewpoints on 
the latest regional and in-
ternational developments.
The two presidents under-
lined the need to respect 
each other’s national sov-
ereignty, independence 
and territorial integrity in 
accordance with the objec-
tives and principles of the 
United Nations Charter.  
They went on to emphasize 
the importance of cementing 
mutual ties through continu-
ation of political, economic 
and consular interactions, 
as well as exchange of 
high-ranking delegations be-

tween the two countries. 
The two sides also expressed 
readiness and willingness to 
take appropriate measures 
aimed at further promotion 
of bilateral commercial and 
economic relations through 
existing mechanisms such as 
the Joint High Commission 
for Economic Cooperation. 
They stressed the potential 
areas of cooperation in Syr-
ia’s post-war era of recon-
struction and development.
Raeisi and Assad con-
demned in the strongest 
terms the recurrent Israeli 
air raids on various areas 
across Syria and described 
them as a destabilizing fac-
tor in the Middle East re-
gion, and pointed to Syria’s 
legitimate right to respond 
to such acts of aggression 
in a proper manner.

Syria visit a ‘turning point’ in bilateral ties
Iran and Syria enjoy ample potentials and grounds for cooperation to improve 
economic ties, President Raeisi said, adding he mainly discussed financial and 

trade issues during meetings with his Syrian counterpart Bashar al-Assad

Briefs
FM Bilawal 

says peace is 
our destiny

From Page 01
Bilawal further talked about 
the tensions between both 
countries surrounding sports 
and said that it should be sep-
arated from politics and for-
eign policy. The foreign minis-
ter, who is also the chairman 
of the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP), said that he tried to 
send Pakistan’s cricket 
blind to India but they were 
not issued their visas.
“Why is India afraid of Paki-
stan’s blind cricket team?” 
he questioned. “I have 
tried to Pakistan’s inter-
nal politics confined to its 
borders.” Bilawal also said 
that when Pakistan gets the 
chairmanship of SCO, it will 
also be able to organise a 
successful meeting.

‘Don’t 
weaponise 
terrorism...

From Page 01
the SCO a key regional plat-
form comprising countries, 
which are bound together 
by longstanding historical, 
cultural, civilizational and 
geographical ties. “Our ex-
cuse cannot be we were too 
divided to put up a fight!,” 
he said. He highlighted Paki-
stan’s vision of enhanced re-
gional economic connectivi-
ty and win-win cooperation.
The foreign minister said 
the climate crisis posed an 
existential threat to human-
ity and proposed the estab-
lishment of a Joint Working 
Group in SCO on Climate 
Change. He mentioned that 
Pakistan recently faced the 
greatest climate catastrophe 
and stressed that the planet 
could only be saved from the 
ravages of climate change if 
the international community 
worked in unison.

Afghan, 
Chinese 
FMs in...
From Page 01

officials of Pakistan’s Foreign 
Office. The Afghan Foreign 
Minister will participate in 
the 5th Pak-China-Afghani-
stan Trilateral Foreign Minis-
ters’ Dialogue at the Foreign 
Office tomorrow (Saturday, 
May 6, 2023). State Coun-
cilor and Foreign Minister 
of China Qin Gang will also 
participate in the Trilateral 
Foreign Minister’s Dialogue.
The visit of the Acting Af-
ghan Foreign Minister is a 
continuation of Pakistan’s 
political engagement pro-
cess with Afghanistan, 
which, inter alia, included a 
visit of Pakistan’s Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
to Kabul on November 29, 
2022, and visit of a high-lev-
el delegation led by the De-
fence Minister of Pakistan to 
Kabul on February 22, 2023.

Political 
parties 

must get...
From Page 01

and Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) had agreed on one 
thing that elections should 
be held across the country 
on same day. “We showed 
flexibility and are ready for 
negotiations even today,” 
the minister said adding 
that our lawyer Farooq H. 
Naik had appeared in the 
court and he was here to 
represent Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM).
The minister said “Institu-
tions are standing in front 
of each other due to contin-
uous injustices in the coun-
try.” He said Punjab should 
not be accused of monopoly. 
“Our dialogue with PTI has 
come a long way,” he added.

PM Shehbaz 
meets the 

British PM
From Page 01

nations known as the Com-
monwealth.  The Prime Min-
ister urged  the leaders to re-
imagine and reinvigorate the 
Commonwealth and infuse it 
with ever greater synergy 
and even stronger sense 
of purpose.  The Prime 
Minister also spoke of his 
Government’s commitment 
to equipping the Pakistani 
youth with the right kind of 
skill sets and opportunities. 
He added that his Govern-
ment was empowering the 
women and mainstreaming 
the marginalized youth, reli-
gious and ethnic minorities, 
persons with disabilities and 
transgender community.

Babar becomes fastest batter 
to score 5,000 ODI runs

The star batter, who is the top ODI batter in the world, has become 
the first batter to achieve this feat in less than 100 innings

The star batter, who is 
the top ODI batter in 

the world, has become 
the first batter to 

achieve this feat in 
less than 100 innings

DNA
KARACHI: Babar Azam, the captain of the 
Pakistan cricket team, has once again cre-
ated history by breaking a world record in 
One Day International (ODI) cricket.
Pakistan skipper Babar Azam added anoth-
er feather to his cap by becoming the fast-
est batsman to score 5,000 runs in one-day 
internationals (ODI).  The star batter, who 
is the top ODI batter in the world, has be-
come the first batter to achieve this feat in 
less than 100 innings.  Babar crossed this 
milestone in just 97 innings, becoming the 
14th to score 5,000 runs. He broke the re-
cord during the fourth match of the series 
against New Zealand in Karachi on Friday 
(today). South Africa’s Hashim Amla scored 
5,000 runs in 101 innings, while West Indi-
an legend Vivian Richards and India’s Virat 

Kohli scored these runs in 114 innings. 
Previously, the batter achieved the inter-
national feat during the first fixture against 
the Black Caps by completing 12,000 runs 
in international cricket.
He took 277 innings to achieve this feat 
as the fastest Pakistani and second-fast-
est Asian batter. In the world, he is the 
sixth-fastest to get to this achievement.
Pakistan, who have already clinched an un-
assailable 3-0 lead in the five-match series, 
were forced to leave out Mohammad Nawaz 
after he injured a finger in the third match 
on Wednesday. Also out are Imam-ul-Haq, 
Shadab Khan, Abdullah Shafique and Naseem 
Shah. They are replaced by Shan Masood, If-
tikhar Ahmed, Mohammad Haris, Haris Rauf 
and Usama Mir. New Zealand made three 
changes with James Neesham, Ben Lister 
and Blair Tickner coming in for Adam Milne, 
Henry Shipley and Henry Nicholls.
Last week, Babar also became the sec-
ond-fastest Asian batter to score 12000 
international runs, just falling short of the 
record held by Kohli. Babar achieved this 
remarkable feat during his 49-run knock 
in the first ODI against New Zealand at 
Pindi Cricket Stadium. The 28-year-old 
reached the milestone in his 277th inter-
national inning, whereas India’s super-
star batter took only 276 innings.

Sabalenka plots Swiatek 
revenge in Madrid final

MADRID: Aryna Sabalenka gave her-
self an early birthday gift by easing 
into the Madrid Open final for 
the second time in three years 
on Thursday and then plotted 
revenge on world number 
one Iga Swiatek. The world 
number two turns 25 on 
Friday and the Bela-
rusian celebrated in 
style by breezing 
past Greek world 
number nine 
Maria Sakkari, 
6-4, 6-1. Sa-
balenka, the 
2021 champi-
on in Madrid, 
will face Swiatek in 
Saturday’s champion-
ship match after the 
French and US Open 

winner swept aside 13th-
ranked Veronika Kuder-
metova 6-1, 6-1.
Reigning Australian Open 
champion Sabalenka will 

be chasing a fifth WTA 1000 
title, a 13th career title overall 

and third in 2023. She will have 
the opportunity to avenge her 
straight-sets defeat to Swiatek in 
last month’s Stuttgart champi-
onship match.
“I really want this revenge,” 
she said. “It would be really 
great to be able to defeat a 
player like Iga on clay.
“In Stuttgart, I was rushing 
on the short balls, I tried too 
hard for the winning shot. 

This time, I played with 
more patience and wait-

ed for the right 

ball to finish the point.”
Top seed Swiatek enjoys a 5-2 win-loss 
record against Sabalenka, having also 
won the pair’s three previous clay-court 
meetings. In the men’s quarter-finals, 
Jan-Lennard Struff stunned world num-

ber five Stefanos Tsit-
sipas to become 
only the third 
lucky loser to 
reach the semi-fi-
nals of an ATP 

Masters event. The 
33-year-old German, 

who had lost in the 
qualifying round 
before being al-
lotted a place in 
the main draw, 
triumphed 7-6 
(7/5), 5-7, 6-3. 
He will now 
face Russian 
qualifier Aslan 
Karatsev in 
Friday’s semi-fi-
nals. “It feels 
amazing.  – DNA

Court to 
indict 
Imran 

Khan on...
From Page 01

petition was “non-maintaina-
ble” and the sessions court 
did not have the jurisdiction 
to hear the matter.  Howev-
er, the judge dismissed both 
requests and summoned 
Khan in person on May 10 
for the indictment.  Khan 
has not appeared before the 
court to date. He came to 
the capital judicial complex 
once to appear before the 
court, but due to PTI work-
ers’ presence, chaos ensued 
and Khan was allowed to 
mark his attendance in his 
car. The former prime min-
ister was disqualified on his 
then-elected seat in October 
last year after the ECP found 
him guilty of unlawfully sell-
ing gifts from foreign digni-
taries and heads of state.

Khan slams 
PM over 
UK visit 
From Page 01

“At this time of increasing 
terrorism and dire [econom-
ic] situation, with worst in-
flation in our history, what is 
PM [Shehbaz Sharif] doing 
going off for a Coronation 
trip to UK?” Imran Khan 
wrote. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that at least seven 
teachers were gunned down 
after unknown assailants tar-
geted a school in Parachinar 
town of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa’s Upper Kurram Tehsil. 
The incident occurred in 
the staff room of the school 
in Upper Kurram. All the 
educators were performing 
their exam duties at the 
time of the attack.

Pakistan-
China 

reaffirm...
From Page 01

the members of his dele-
gation, called on him, at 
Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. The 
meeting was also attended 
by the Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Ms Hina 
Rabbani Khar, Chinese Vice 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr Sun Weidong, and sen-
ior government officials of 
Pakistan and China.
Welcoming the Foreign 
Minister of China, the Pres-
ident said that Pakistan-Chi-
na relations were rooted in 
mutual trust, understand-
ing, goodwill and both sides 
firmly supported each oth-
er on core issues. He high-
lighted that Pakistan-China 
mutual cooperation was 
assuming an even greater 
significance in the light of 
new developments taking 
place in the regional and 
international arenas. 

‘Constitution 
to be 

defended...
From Page 01

Apart from the CJP, the 
three-member bench in-
cluded Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan 
and Justice Munib Akhtar.
The apex court bench 
heard the PTI petition that 
challenged the Election 
Commission of Pakistan’s 
(ECP) order to hold Punjab 
elections in October. Later, 
another petition was filed 
by a citizen, Sardar Kashif 
Khan, nominating the fed-
eral government, the ECP, 
and major political parties 
as respondents seeking the 
holding of polls on the same 
date across the country. In 
the last hearing on April 27, 
the three-member Supreme 
Court bench directed the 
government and PTI to hold 
talks while making it clear 
that its April 4 order on 
Punjab Assembly elections 
had remained unchanged.

SC to take 
up Arshad 

Sharif case..
From Page 01

suo motu proceedings to 
ensure transparent and inde-
pendent investigation into the 
journalist’s murder. In previ-
ous hearing, the apex court 
hinted at forming a judicial 
commission in the murder 
of senior journalist Arshad 
Sharif. The counsel of Arshad 
Sharif’s family Shaukat Aziz 
Siddiqui had raised objections 
to the court proceedings, say-
ing that the Supreme Court 
can monitor and investigate 
matter cases related to basic 
rights but cannot monitor the 
investigation of JIT. 
The court said that Attorney 
General informed the court 
about the bilateral coopera-
tion from the Kenyan side.

Napoli ends 33-year 
wait for Serie A title

The late Argentine legend Maradona had inspired the 
Blues for their maiden championship in the 1986-87 

season and their second title win in the 1989-90 season

ROME: Napoli has ended 
their 33-year wait for the 
Serie A title after a 1-1 
draw with Udinese, joining 
the club's late icon, Diego 
Maradona, in the history 
books.  Victor Osimhen's 
second-half goal sealed the 
deal for Napoli and marked 
his 22nd goal in 28 league 
appearances this season. 

The team's lead over sec-
ond-placed Lazio stands at 
16 points with five matches 
still to play.  Napoli support-
ers celebrated in Udine, at 
the Stadio Maradona in Na-
ples, and all around the city. 
However, some moments of 
tension occurred when sup-
porters streamed onto the 
pitch to celebrate, creating 

tension with the home fans.
Napoli's skipper, Giovanni 
Di Lorenzo, claimed that 
the title belonged to every 
player and the people who 
worked to make their dream 
come true. Coach Luciano 
Spalletti became emotional 
when speaking to DAZN, 
saying, "Seeing Neapolitans 
happy is enough to give you 

a sense of that joy they are 
feeling."  The Napoli squad 
will receive an emotional 
welcome when they return 
to Naples. Osimhen's per-
formance this season has 
been a crucial part of Napo-
li's historic charge to glory. 
The Nigeria striker has had 
the best season of his ca-
reer, and his title-deciding 
strike rightly caused bed-
lam among the away fans. 
Napoli struggled to create 
scoring opportunities in the 
first half and were stunned in 
the 13th minute when Sandi 
Lovric opened the scoring for 
Udinese. However, Osimhen's 
52nd-minute strike brought 
relief to the Napoli support-
ers, who were confident that 
Thursday night would be 
the night. While fans had to 
be cleared from the pitch in 
Udine to avoid clashes with 
home supporters, the Stadio 
Maradona was lit up by phones 
held by teary-eyed Neapolitans 
singing along to songs by 
late local singer-songwriter 
Pino Daniele. – Agencies

Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Neymar beyond 

Newcastle's reach
Newcastle: Eddie Howe says Newcastle are not able 
to launch blockbuster moves for superstars like Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Neymar despite the financial muscle of their 
Saudi owners. Newcastle, 80 percent owned by Saudi Ara-
bia's Public Investment Fund, have spent over £250 mil-
lion ($315 million) on new players in the last three trans-
fer windows. With Howe's side sitting third in the Premier 
League ahead of this weekend's visit from Arsenal, the 
Magpies look odds on to secure a lucrative berth in next 
season's Champions League. Newcastle's impressive 
transformation since Howe took charge has made them 
a desirable destination for top players, with Paris Saint 
Germain forward Neymar and Al Nassr striker Ronaldo 
both linked with moves to St James' Park recently.
But, asked on Friday about the prospect of some of the best 
players in the world coming to Newcastle, Howe told report-
ers: "It is best to discover them before they explode onto the 
world scene. "We could not be able to come close to affording 
those players as they are the best players in the world. "We 
are never going to be in a position currently to afford those 
transfer fees and wages, so we need to go underneath and 
find them young and develop them into the players they can 
be." Howe has made shrewd signings like Nick Pope and Ki-
eran Trippier for relatively low fees, while spending larger 
sums to land Bruno Guimaraes, Sven Botman, Alexander 
Isak and Anthony Gordon. Mega-money swoops for players 
of Neymar's calibre remain out of Newcastle's reach at pres-
ent, but Howe knows that won't stop the speculation. 
"That kind of speculation has been there from day one 
since the takeover, really. Naturally everyone has then as-
sumed the biggest names in world football will be going 
to Newcastle," he said. "Now we've not recruited that way. 
Financially, we can't recruit that way at the moment, but 
also we have to bring the right people and the right players 
into the group. "I will say the transfer market is such a com-
plex decision, you can't just pick a name and bring them 
in. There's got to be a lot of thought going into what we're 
doing both financially and looking at the players." – APP

Tories suffer 'terrible' 
defeat in local polls

LONDON: UK Conservatives, who have been in power for 
over a decade, have suffered what has been described as a 
"terrible" defeat in local elections which is Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak's first major electoral test since he took office last 
year. Early results on Friday showed that Sunak's Conserva-
tives lost nine councils adding to a possible one thousand of 
the 8,000 council seats in local government authorities, which 
have responsibility for the day-to-day provision of public ser-
vices such as bin collections and schools, while the main op-
position Labor Party led by Sir Keir Starmer was on course to 
win the elections. The Conservative Party is in "considerable 
electoral trouble," John Curtice, Britain's best-known pollster 
said. Johnny Mercer, a member of parliament for Plymouth, 
said it had been a "terrible" night for the Conservatives. How-
ever, a full picture of the Conservatives' dire situation will not 
be clear until later on Friday when most of the councils will 
announce their results. A former Conservative minister and 
a member of the upper House of Lords, said the poor results 
in the latest elections reflect the political and economic chaos 
of the last year. In the past year, the Conservatives changed 
prime ministers three times as the nation reeled from a high 
cost-of-living crisis and soaring inflation leading to a multitude 
of strikes and protests across the country. – Agencies
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BEIJING:  China has registered 
record surge in holiday spend-
ing which is being considered as 
positive omen for the Chinese 
economy, says a report published 
by China Economic Net (CEN) 
on Friday. The recent surge in 
domestic travel by Chinese tour-
ists during the May Day holiday 
period is definitely a promising 
sign for the country’s economy. 
According to the report, China’s 
services sector has demonstrat-
ed a much-awaited resurgence in 
consumer spending during the 
celebrated “golden week” holiday, 
where domestic tourism revenue 
has exceeded pre-pandemic levels 
for the first time since the onset 
of the COVID-19 crisis. 
The recent uptick in demand has 
further reinforced the roaring re-
covery of the Chinese economy 
in the first quarter that also sur-
passed the most optimistic cal-
culations.  Marking the first time 

in three years that the country’s 
travelers have emerged from the 
Covid-related restrictions and are 
eager to indulge in post-pandem-
ic extravagance, the skyrocketed 
surge in China’s Golden Week 
holiday has also bettered all pro-
jections, for many, the five-day 
May Day period from April 29 to 
May 3 was the first opportunity to 
go on vacation in over three years, 
without having to worry about 
contracting Covid infection. 
This fervor for travel and holiday-
ing is a sign that pent-up demand 
has finally been unleashed, and 
people are eager to make up for 
lost time. This time the consumer 
behavior was quite different from 
the Chinese New Year holiday in 
January when a significant num-
ber of individuals chose to stay 
at home due to the fear of getting 
infected amid China’s “exit wave”. 
As China continues to recover 
from the pandemic, this trend sig-
nals a sustained economic revival. 
The consumer spending data 
during the 5 days long holiday 

has bamboozled all the previous 
records. The Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism has reported that 
during the five-day break that be-
gan on Saturday, Chinese travel-
ers made a staggering 274 million 
domestic trips, representing a 
70.8% rise from the previous year 
and a 19% increase from 2019. 
These travelers spent 148 billion 
yuan ($21 billion), a remarkable 
128.9% jump from the previous 
year and comparable to 2019 lev-
els. 
As this is the first travel season 
since the pandemic without re-
strictions, the figures from this 
year’s May Day holiday are being 
acutely monitored as a barometer 
of China’s economic health. 
There was a significant resur-
gence in services-related con-
sumption, as dining and retail 
companies reported an almost 
20% surge in revenues during this 
week. 
According to data from the Min-
istry of Commerce, this growth is 
particularly significant consider-

ing retail sales only saw a 10.6% in-
crease in March. Alipay, the coun-
try’s largest digital payment app, 
also noted a 200% surge in online 
holiday spending compared to the 
previous year, and a 70% increase 
compared to the 2019 level.  Ac-
cording to a statement by Alipay, 
a leading digital payments app 
in China, travel-related purchas-
es made by Chinese consumers 
surged by 70% in the first three 
days of the country’s five-day na-
tional holiday, when compared to 
the same period in 2019. Mean-
while, average daily transactions 
for transportation-related spend-
ing nearly tripled at WeChat Pay 
during the first four days of this 
year’s holiday compared to 2019, 
while hotel and tourist attraction 
spending jumped by 93%.
At the same time, in a stun-
ning demonstration of China’s 
post-pandemic economic resil-
ience, the country’s railway sys-
tem has also recorded a new mile-
stone by reporting a remarkable 
120 million trips between April 27 

and May 4, marking a 20% surge 
from the same period in 2019. 
However, despite such astound-
ing performance of China’s do-
mestic tourism industry, some 
economists are cautioning against 
the sustainability of this demand 
boom, suggesting that the road 
ahead for the economic recovery 
could be more challenging.  
According to Goldman Sachs, the 
sustainability of the consumption 
recovery will depend on higher 
income growth and improved con-
sumer confidence in the coming 
days.  Despite a slight decline 
from 58.2 in March to 56.4 in 
April, the official non-manufactur-
ing purchasing managers’ index 
remained at its second-highest 
reading this year, indicating a pos-
itive trend. “The strong holiday 
tourism data, together with the 
still-solid April services PMI, 
bode well for consumption and 
services recovery in coming 
months, despite the softening 
in manufacturing growth mo-
mentum. —Agencies 

China registers record surge in holiday spending

Briefs
Britain to 
start free 

trade with NZ, 
Australia

WELLINGTON : New Zea-
land (AP) — Britain’s free 
trade agreements with New 
Zealand and Australia will 
come into force by the end 
of this month, the leaders 
from the three nations said 
Friday. The announcement 
came while the prime min-
isters from the two South-
ern Hemisphere nations 
are in London for the coro-
nation of King Charles III. 
The deals are part of Brit-
ain’s efforts to expand its 
economic ties after it left 
the European Union. Both 
deals were first agreed to in 
2021. New Zealand officials 
say its deal will help boost 
sales of products like wine, 
butter, beef and honey, and 
will increase the size of its 
economy by up to 1 billion 
New Zealand dollars ($629 
million). New Zealand 
Prime Minister Chris Hip-
kins said it was a gold-stand-
ard agreement. “The mar-
ket access outcomes are 
among the very best New 
Zealand has secured in any 
trade deal,” Hipkins said in 
a statement.
British Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak said the deal with 
New Zealand reflected the 
close relationship between 
the nations.
“This deal will unlock new 
opportunities for business-
es and investors across 
New Zealand and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, drive growth, 
boost jobs, and, most im-
portantly, build a more 
prosperous future for the 
next generation,” Sunak 
said in a statement.
Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said it 
would mean more market 
access for its exporters.
“So for beef, for our sheep 
products, for our seafood, 
for our other products it 
will mean much greater ac-
cess to the British market,” 
Albanese told the Australi-
an Broadcasting Corp. in an 
interview.—DNA
 

15 killed 
in Congo 
flooding

KINSHASA: Rescue efforts 
were underway after flood-
ing and landslides brought 
on by torrential overnight 
rains in eastern Congo’s 
South Kivu province killed 
more than a dozen people, 
a local official said Friday.
Delphin Birimbi, a com-
munity leader in Kalehe in 
South Kivu, said that there 
were 15 dead in his village 
and that more than 30 peo-
ple are missing in the near-
by localities of Bushushu 
and Nyamukubi. He fears 
that the death toll will rise 
significantly as more bodies 
are recovered.
Two rivers broke their 
banks after the heavy rains 
which began on Thursday 
evening and there have 
been multiple landslides 
with scores of homes de-
stroyed, Birimbi said.
Rescuers are working to 
find and save anyone who 
may be trapped under the 
rubble of their homes.
In a statement published 
Friday, the provincial gov-
ernment of South Kivu of-
fered its sympathies to the 
families affected and said it 
was sending a delegation to 
the scene. Heavy rains have 
brought misery to thousands 
in East Africa, with parts of 
Uganda and Kenya also see-
ing heavy rainfall.—Agencies 

Maduro 
accuses US 
of ‘looting’ 
Venezuelan 

oil firm
Caracas: Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro 
on Thursday accused US 
President Joe Biden’s gov-
ernment of “looting” over 
the proposed sale of Cara-
cas’ most valuable overseas 
asset, oil refiner Citgo.
A court in the US state of 
Delaware ruled that shares 
of Citgo, a subsidiary of 
Venezuelan state oil compa-
ny PDVSA, can be sold to pay 
off its creditors, with the US 
Treasury Department’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control en-
dorsing the move on Monday. 
“What Joe Biden’s govern-
ment is doing is one of the 
thefts, one of the biggest loot-
ings that has ever taken place 
against any nation in the world 
and we reject it,” Maduro said 
during an event in Caracas. 
Venezuelan Vice President 
Delcy Rodriguez indicated 
Wednesday that the acts “are 
absolutely null and void,” 
while accusing Washington 
of green-lighting.—APP

Spain, 
Colombia eye 
strengthened 

ties
OVIEDO: Spain’s prime 
minister and Colombia’s 
president met on Thurs-
day, with both expressing 
shared hopes for a “turning 
point” in ties between Latin 
America and the EU.
The two regions are set for 
a “shift in the political and 
economic relationship,” 
Colombia’s Gustavo Petro 
said, referring to an upcom-
ing July summit in Brussels 
between heads of state in 
the EU and Community of 
Latin American and Carib-
bean States (CELAC) — the 
first since 2015.
“The context today is very 
different. This implies that 
this won’t just be another 
meeting, but instead a shift 
in the political and econom-
ic relationship between the 
two regions,” Petro said 
during a joint press confer-
ence with Premier Pedro 
Sanchez.
The leaders discussed Lat-
in America’s “huge poten-
tial” for green energy and 
the need to move beyond 
raw material production. 
Instead, Colombia wants to 
form a “partnership to cre-
ate a more productive and 
prosperous world.”
Last week, Sanchez met 
with Brazil’s president, and 
both expressed optimism 
about reaching a free trade 
agreement between Europe 
and Latin America in the 
coming months.
In July, Spain will assume 
the rotating presidency of 
the Council of the EU. One 
of its main goals is deep-
ening ties between Latin 
America and Europe.
“We need to build a launch-
pad to change the politics 
of the EU and Latin Amer-
ica, and Spain has an enor-
mous advantage in terms of 
language. We’ll see how it 
works,” Petro said.
The two left-wing leaders 
also signed several bilateral 
agreements on education, 
crime, business financing, 
and the environment.
“Colombia is a global role 
model in terms of biodiver-
sity; we should join forces 
with them. We share the 
need to drive forward the 
green transition,” Sanchez 
said, mentioning Spain’s 
“devastating” drought.—APP

Japan vows 
to help 

Mozambique 
fight terrorism

MAPUTO: Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said Thurs-
day that Tokyo would help 
Mozambique counter Isla-
mist insurgents in the res-
tive north. Mozambique’s 
gas-rich northernmost 
province, Cabo Delgado, is 
struggling with an insurgen-
cy waged by militants linked 
to the Islamic State group. 
“Japan will financially sup-
port the fight against terror-
ism,” Kishida told a news 
conference in the capital, 
Maputo, on the final leg of 
an African tour. “Security 
is crucial for the operation 
of Japanese companies in 
northern Mozambique.” 
Mozambique has set high 
hopes on vast natural gas 
deposits — the largest found 
south of the Sahara — that 
were discovered in the Mus-
lim-majority northern prov-
ince in 2010.— Agencies 

Wagner boss 
threatens 
Bakhmut 

troop pullout
MOSCOW: Yevgeny 
Prigozhin said his forces hav-
en’t received enough artillery 
ammunition supplies from the 
Russian military since Mon-
day. The owner of the Wagner 
Group mercenary group has 
threatened to pull his troops 
out of the protracted battle for 
Bakhmut next week, accusing 
Russia’s military command of 
starving his forces of ammuni-
tion and causing them heavy 
losses. Yevgeny Prigozhin, 
a notorious millionaire with 
longtime links to Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, claimed 
that Wagner had planned to cap-
ture the eastern Ukrainian city 
by 9 May. That day is a major 
Russian holiday marking the 
defeat of Nazi Germany in 
World War II. But, Prigozhin 
said, his force hasn’t received 
enough artillery ammunition 
supplies from the Russian 
military since Monday. Known 
for his bluster, Prigozhin has 
previously made unverifiable 
claims and made threats he 
hasn’t carried out. Hours be-
fore releasing the statement, 
Prigozhin’s spokespeople 
published a video of him 
angrily demanding ammuni-
tion from Russian Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu and 
General Staff Chief Valery 
Gerasimov.—APP

Canada mulls expelling China 
diplomat for targeting lawmaker
The Globe and Mail, citing unidentified intelligence sources, has reported that China 

preferred to see Trudeau’s Liberals re-elected in the 2021 election and worked to 
 defeat Conservative politicians considered unfriendly to Beijing.

News Desk

TORONTO: Canada’s for-
eign minister said Thursday 
the country is considering 
the expulsion of Chinese 
diplomats over an intelli-
gence agency report say-
ing one of them plotted to 
intimidate the Hong Kong 
relatives of a Canadian law-
maker. Foreign Minister 
Melanie Joly said her de-
partment was summoning 
China’s ambassador to a 
meeting to underline that 
Canada won’t tolerate such 
interference. She said the 
intelligence agency report 
indicated that opposition 
Conservative lawmaker Mi-
chael Chong and his Hong 
Kong relatives were target-
ed after Chong criticized 
Beijing’s human rights re-
cord.
“We’re assessing different 
options including the ex-
pulsion of diplomats,” Joly 
said before a Parliament 
committee. Canada’s spy 

agency has not released 
details publicly. Chong has 
said the report identifies 
a Toronto-based diplomat 
as being part of the plot. 
Chong has been critical of 
Beijing’s treatment of Uy-
ghur Muslims in China’s 
Xinjiang province. “I cannot 
imagine the shock and con-
cern of learning that your 
loved ones have been tar-
geted in this way,” Joly said 
to Chong at the committee 
hearing. “There will be con-
sequences.” Chong said the 
diplomat should be on the 
first plane out of Canada.
“It is inexplicable that this 
diplomat hasn’t been told to 
leave the country already,” 
he said.  “If we do not take 
this course of action we are 
basically putting up a giant 
billboard for all authoritari-
an states around world that 
says we are open to foreign 
interference targeting Ca-
nadian citizens. That’s why 
this individual needs to be 
sent packing.” Chinese Am-
bassador Cong Peiwu de-

nied interference in a state-
ment and warned against 
expelling its diplomats. 
“Once again, China strong-
ly urges the Canadian side 
to immediately stop this 
self-directed political farce, 
and not go further down the 
wrong and dangerous path. 

Should the Canadian side 
continue to make provoca-
tions, China will play along 
every step of the way until 
the very end,” Cong said.
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said Wednesday 
that he did not learn of the 
spy agency report until a 

Globe and Mail article Mon-
day, citing top-secret docu-
ments, said the spy agency 
had the intelligence. But 
Chong told Parliament that 
Canada’s national security 
adviser informed him the 
2021 report went to vari-
ous points in government, 
including to the national-se-
curity adviser at the time.
Trudeau has ordered Can-
ada’s intelligence agencies 
to immediately inform 
lawmakers of any threats 
against them, regardless of 
whether those threats are 
considered credible.
Canada’s spy agency didn’t 
tell Chong about the target-
ing of his family until this 
week. Many governments, 
the United Nations, and hu-
man rights groups accuse 
China of sweeping a million 
or more people from its Uy-
ghur community and other 
predominantly Muslim eth-
nic minority groups into de-
tention camps, where many 
have said they were tor-
tured, sexually assaulted, 

and forced to abandon their 
language and religion. Chi-
na denies the accusations, 
which are based on evi-
dence including interviews 
with survivors and photos 
and satellite images from 
Uyghur’s home province 
of Xinjiang, a major hub for 
factories and farms in far 
western China.
Last month, Trudeau 
named a former gover-
nor general as a special 
investigator to look into 
allegations of Chinese 
interference in Canada’s 
last two elections. David 
Johnston will decide if a 
public inquiry is needed 
and Trudeau has said he 
will abide by recommen-
dations. The Globe and 
Mail, citing unidentified 
intelligence sources, has 
reported that China pre-
ferred to see Trudeau’s 
Liberals re-elected in the 
2021 election and worked 
to defeat Conservative 
politicians considered un-
friendly to Beijing.
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Pakistani entrepreneurs  
bridging trade ties with World

 
DNA

BEIJING: Canton Fair paves 
the way bridging trade rela-
tions of Pakistani entrepre-
neurs with China and the 
rest world, according to a 
report published by China 
Economic Net (CEN) on 
Friday. “When I heard that 
there will be an internation-
al booth here and a lot of 
international visitors will be 
participating, I feel like it’s 
a must to come here to find 
out the possibility of doing 
business with China as well 
as the whole world,” Rana 
Javed Akhtar, Chief Execu-
tive, M.K. Sons (Pvt.) Ltd., 
told CEN while attending the 
133rd China Import and Ex-
port Fair held in Guangzhou, 
China.
The 133rd China Import 
and Export Fair - known as 
Canton Fair - kicked off on 
the morning of April 15, and 
entered its third and final 
phase in Guangzhou, China 
on May 1.
Held in three phases through 
May 5, it is also the largest 
in history, with a record 

number of exhibition areas 
and exhibitors. Its offline 
exhibitors rose to more than 
34,000 this year, with more 
than 9,000 new exhibitors, 
and online exhibition enter-
prises reached 39,281.
“It’s our first time to be 
here,” Akhtar said, adding 
that he was hoping for the 
best. “I was really impressed 
- the fair is well organized; 
we got good services from 
the constructor and from the 
Cantonese people. I bring 
the best textile products 
here. I would like to see how 
I can explore the market and 
how to start business with 
the Chinese buyers.”
Safdar Fayyaz, Chief Manag-

er Exports, Piano Exports 
FZCO, who also attended the 
fair as an exhibitor for the 
first time, expressed his ex-
citement over the event.
“China is our big partner.
We heard that it is one of the 
largest fairs in China, so we 
are eager to come here, and 
hopefully more coordination 
will be seen in the future,” he 
pinpointed.
As one of the largest manu-
facturers of writing instru-
ments and stationery items 
and one of the leading ex-
porters to the globe, Piano 
Exports FZCO showcased its 
dazzling products with price 
& quality combination to in-
ternational visitors.

Though it is the very first 
time being here, Fayyaz 
was quite confident about 
the future performance of 
products coming from an old 
brand established in 1965.
As Pakistani entrepreneurs 
see it, their Make-in-Pakistan 
products can make its way 
in the Chinese market, and 
even beyond it.
“Pakistani textile prod-
ucts have their own edges 
here,” Akhtar told China 
Economic Net. As China is 
a fast developing country, 
Pakistan with its special-
ization in making certain 
textile goods will be able to 
break into this market with 
retailers. “There should be 
more visits and exchanges 
between both countries,” 
he suggested.
“One of the best things 
we are doing right away is 
coloring pencils. We have 
some unique colored pen-
cils that might interest Chi-
nese buyers,” Fayyaz noted.
He observed that e-com-
merce is very important 
when exploring the Chi-
nese market, “so we will 
definitely develop it very 
soon.”

Italian FM cancels 
trip to France

ROME: Italy’s foreign minister on Thursday canceled a 
trip to Paris after a member of the French government 
criticized Rome’s management of the ongoing migration 
crisis. French Interior Minister Gerard Darmanin’s “of-
fenses to the (Italian) government and to Italy are un-
acceptable,” Antonio Tajani said on Twitter, announcing 
that he would not be meeting with his counterpart Cath-
erine Colonna on Wednesday. “This isn’t the spirit with 
which we should face common European challenges,” 
Tajani said. The move follows comments by Darmanin in 
an interview with French broadcaster TV RMC that Ita-
ly’s Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and her government 
were “incapable of solving the migration problem for 
which they have been elected.” Italy has faced increasing 
seaborne arrivals of migrants making their way across 
the Mediterranean Sea on boats from Tunisia and Libya. 
Many of those migrants, after being rescued and brought 
to Italian soil either by authorities or boats run by chari-
ties, then try to move towards northern Europe, includ-
ing France. Darmanin said there was a flow of migrants 
towards southern France, in particular of unaccompanied 
minors, accusing Italy of being unable to manage the mi-
gration pressure. The two countries have been at odds 
several times in the last months over the management of the mi-
gration crisis with reciprocal complaints of not managing properly 
the issue or not cooperating enough for its solution. After the Italian 
foreign minister’s announcement, Colonna said she spoke on the 
phone with her colleague. “I told him that the relationship between 
France and Italy is based on mutual respect, both between the two 
countries and between their officials. I hope to be able to wel-
come him in Paris soon,” she wrote on Twitter.Her tweet 
echoed a statement published on the website of the French 
Foreign Ministry. “It is also in a spirit of solidarity that the 
French government would like to work with Italy to tackle 
the common challenge posed by the spike in migration 
flows, from the Central Mediterranean in particular,” 
the statement read.—DNA

Australian PM 
urges US to drop 
Assange pursuit

CANBERRA: The Australian Prime Minister has criticised 
US efforts to extradite WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, 
while in the UK for King Charles III’s coronation.
Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has ex-
pressed frustration at the United States’s sustained pur-
suit of Julian Assange and the lack of diplomatic resolution 
to the issue.  Albanese said he is concerned about As-
sange’s mental health, as the Australian national has been 
held in a high-security prison in the UK for four years.  “I 
just say that enough is enough,” Albanese told Australian 
public broadcaster ABC on Friday. “There is nothing to be 
served by his ongoing incarceration.” Assange, now 51, is 
fighting against the UK’s approval of his extradition to the 
US after being forcibly removed from the Ecuadorian em-
bassy in London in 2019.  The UK approved his extradition 
last June, saying courts had found nothing that “would be 
oppressive, unjust or an abuse of process”. Assange was 
initially arrested in London following accusations of sexual 
assault in Sweden – a charge that was eventually dropped.  
However, the US’s pursuit of the Australian continues for 
18 espionage and computer hacking charges concerning 
the release of confidential US military records and diplo-
matic cable.  Albanese on Friday condemned the longing 
effort, saying he has advocated for Assange’s release in 
meetings with US President Joe Biden’s officials. —APP

Goa: Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari meets his Indian counterpart, 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar at the sidelines of SCO CFM meeting. – DNA
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President 
Ilham says 
relations 

with Pakistan 
excellent

Shusha: President Ilham Aliyev 
praised ties with Pakistan in his speech 
at the int’l conference on “Shaping the 
Geopolitics of the Greater Eurasia: from 
Past to Present to Future” in Shusha.
The President said, “First of all, I’d like to 
say that Pakistan and Azerbaijan are true 
friends and brotherly countries. We are 
very grateful to the people, government, 
and previous governments of Pakistan for 
their continuous support of Azerbaijan”.
With respect to our territorial integrity 

and sovereignty – during the times of oc-
cupation, during the war – there were very 
clear statements from high-ranking Paki-
stani leaders – President and Prime Min-
ister – supporting Azerbaijan and after the 
war. So, once again, I would like to ask you 
to convey our gratitude to all our brothers.
Pakistan is one of the three countries, 
along with Türkiye and Saudi Arabia, 
which did not have any diplomatic rela-
tions with Armenia because of occupa-
tion, and we highly value that. – DNA

News Desk

BAKHMUT: The leader of Russia’s Wagner 
mercenary group says he will withdraw his 
troops from the Ukrainian city of Bakhmut 
on 10 May because of ammunition shortag-
es. Yevgeny Prigozhin’s statement came af-
ter he posted a video of him walking among 
his dead fighters’ bodies, blaming top Rus-
sian defence officials. “Tens of thousands” 
had been killed and injured there, Prigozhin 
said. Russia has been trying to capture the 
eastern city for months, despite its ques-
tionable strategic value. Wagner troops 
have been heavily involved.
Earlier this week, US National Security 
Council spokesman John Kirby - citing new-
ly declassified intelligence - said that more 
than 20,000 Russian soldiers have been 
killed and another 80,000 wounded in fight-

ing in Ukraine since December. Half of the 
dead were from the Wagner group.
In his statement on Friday, Prigozhin, 
61, pinned his decision to withdraw from 
Bakhmut squarely on the defence minis-
try, using expletives. “Shoigu! Gerasimov! 
Where is the... ammunition?... They came 
here as volunteers and die for you to fatten 
yourselves in your mahogany offices.”
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu and Chief 
of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov have 
often been the focus for Prigozhin’s anger, 
amid reports of fierce infighting among dif-
ferent power groups in Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s entourage.
In the statement, Prigozhin said his Wag-
ner’s casualties were “growing in geomet-
rical progression every day” because of the 
lack of ammunition. But he stressed that 
his fighters would stay on their positions 
until 9 May, when Russia marks Victory 

Day in World War Two, and would only with-
draw from Bakhmut the following day.
In the video released earlier, Prigozhin - 
seen standing in front of his men - said he 
would “transfer positions in the settlement 
of Bakhmut to units of the defence minis-
try and withdraw the remains of Wagner to 
logistics camps to lick our wounds”.
“My lads will not suffer useless and unjus-
tified losses in Bakhmut without ammu-
nition,” he added. Prigozhin is a publicity 
seeker, and his influence has seemingly 
waned in recent months. He has previously 
made threats he has not followed through 
with - subsequently dismissing them as 
jokes and military humour.
Only last week he told a Russian pro-war 
blogger that Wagner fighters in Bakhmut 
were down to their last days of supplies of 
bullets, and needed thousands of rounds 
of ammunition. The Kremlin has not com-

mented on Prigozhin’s latest statements, 
saying they related to what Moscow calls 
the “special military operation” in Ukraine.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s military said it was 
not seeing any less intensity of fighting near 
Bakhmut. “For months, Prigozhin has been 
trying to make outrageous statements in 
order to draw attention to himself,” Serhiy 
Cherevatyi, a spokesman for Ukraine’s East-
ern Command, has told BBC Ukrainian. And 
Ukraine’s deputy Defence Minister Hanna 
Malyar said Russia was desperately trying 
to seize Bakhmut by 9 May. Prigozhin has 
emerged as a key player in Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine launched in February 
2022, in charge of a private army of mer-
cenaries leading the Russian onslaught. 
He recruited thousands of convicted crim-
inals from jail for his group - no matter 
how grave their crimes - as long as they 
agreed to fight for Wagner in Ukraine.

Will pull fighters out of Bakhmut: Wagner boss
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu and Chief of the General Staff Valery Gerasimov 
have often been the focus for Prigozhin’s anger, amid reports of fierce infighting 
among different power groups in Russian President Vladimir Putin’s entourage

Briefs
Canada 

reduces visa 
processing 

time for 
Pakistani 
nationals 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment of Canada has decid-
ed to considerably reduce 
the duration of processing 
time for visas of Pakistani 
nationals. Canada’s Minis-
ter for Immigration, Refu-
gees and Citizenship Sean 
Fraser has announced that 
the visa processing time 
for Pakistani nationals has 
now been reduced from 802 
days to just 60 days.
The Canadian minister 
promised that visa process-
ing time would be further 
reduced to one month. He 
said that now Pakistani cit-
izens will be able to get a 
visa to Canada in 60 days 
instead of 802 days. “Cur-
rently, a complete TRV 
[Temporary Resident Visa] 
application from Pakistan 
will be processed in 60 
days, and we expect to hit 
30 days in the near future,” 
Sean Fraser tweeted.
Last year, Canada an-
nounced that it will boost its 
immigration targets, hoping 
to welcome a record number 
of newcomers in order to ad-
dress a worker shortage in 
the country. A large chunk 
of the population is heading 
into retirement, according 
to recently released census 
data, with one in seven peo-
ple in Canada between the 
ages of 55 and 64 years old.

Protests as 
Parachinar 
reels from 
killings of 
8 people

DNA
KURRAM: Protests took 
place in the Parachinar area 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s 
Kurram district on Friday, as 
the town mourned the deaths 
of eight people, including five 
teachers, who were killed in 
separate attacks yesterday. 
On Thursday, unidentified 
gunmen killed one person in 
the town’s Shalozan area, af-
ter which seven people were 
gunned down at a school in 
the Teri Mangal area. Au-
thorities have characterised 
the violence as the result of 
a “land dispute”.
Soon after the killings, Kur-
ram Teachers Association 
representative Zahid Turi 
announced that all private 
and public schools would re-
main closed and the board 
exams for ninth and tenth 
grades had been postponed.
On Friday, Parachinar 
painted a desolate picture, 
as roads remained barren 
and markets remained shut. 
There were sporadic pro-
tests, which were carried 
out by mourners.

Funeral of 
martyred 

jawans held
Rawalpindi: Funeral 
prayers of Havaldar Saleem 
Khan (age 36 years, resident 
of District Tank), Naik Javed 
Iqbal (age 37 years, resident 
of District Kohat), Sepoy 
Nazir Khan (age 26 years, 
resident of District Bannu), 
Sepoy Hazrat Bilal (age 25 
years, resident of District 
Mardan), Sepoy Syed Rajab 
Hussain (age 22 years, resi-
dent of District Orakzai) and 
Sepoy Bismillah Jan (age 22 
years, resident of District 
Khyber) who embraced mar-
tyrdom on 4 May 2023 dur-
ing an intense exchange of 
fire between Security Forc-
es and terrorists in general 
area Dirduni, District North 
Waziristan, were  initially of-
fered at Bannu and later at 
their respective native towns.
The Shaheeds were laid to 
rest with full military hon-
ours. A large number of 
senior military officers,  sol-
diers including civil officers, 
public & relatives of Sha-
heeds attended the funeral 
prayers. Security Forces of 
Pakistan are determined to 
eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices 
of our brave soldiers further 
strengthen our resolve. At 
least six army soldiers em-
braced martyrdom during an 
exchange of fire with terror-
ists in Dirduni area of North 
Waziristan district in KP, the 
army’s media affairs wing 
said on Thursday. – APP

EU shows 
interest in 
investment 
in Kaghan 

Valley 
KAGHAN: A delegation of 
investors from the Europe-
an Union led by European 
Union (EU) Trade Commis-
sioner Jan Bronner here on 
Friday called on Chairman 
Kaghan Development Au-
thority (KDA) Dr. Amjad 
Zaman Khan and discussed 
with him the investment op-
portunities in Pakistan.
The delegation expressed 
keen interest in investing 
in the Kaghan Valley and 
carrying out various pro-
jects to improve the stand-
ard of living for the people, 
in addition to promoting 
tourism in the area. They 
also expressed their inter-
est in providing grants and 
investing in several sectors 
with focus on hydropower 
projects, the Naran chair-
lift, technical education, 
the hospitality industry 
and the skiing resort.
Keeping in mind the short-
age of electricity and power 
in the Kaghan and Naran 
valley which also affects 
the tourism industry, the 
hydropower project in the 
Balakot Valley also came 
under discussion.
For the construction of 
the hydel power project in 
Balakot KDA, Austria and 
PEDO also showed interest 
and discussed the provision 
of the underground electric-
ity transmission line to pro-
mote winter and summer 
tourism in the valley.  – APP

Short-term 
inflation hits 
record high 
of 48.35pc

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Weekly infla-
tion measured by the Sensi-
tive Price Index (SPI) rose to 
an unprecedented 48.35 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY) for 
the combined income group 
for the week ending on May 
4, according to data released 
by the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) on Friday. 
Prior to this, the highest-ev-
er percentage of short-term 
inflation year-on-year was re-
corded for the week ending 
on April 19 at 47.23pc.
As for the week ending on 
May 4, PBS data showed 
that short-term inflation 
increased by 1.05pc week-
on-week (WoW) as a “major 
increase” was seen in the 
prices of chicken, potatoes, 
powdered milk, pulses, 
eggs, mutton and bread. 
Meanwhile, non-food items, 
including footwear and 
soaps, also became costlier.
The SPI monitors the prices 
of 51 essential items based 
on a survey of 50 markets in 
17 cities across the country. 
During the week under re-
view, the prices of 30 items 
increased, nine decreased 
and 12 remained unchanged.

Pak review to 
conclude once 

financing in 
place: IMF

Web Desk

NEW YORK: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) is working with Pa-
kistani authorities to con-
clude a ninth review of a 
bailout programme, its mis-
sion chief said on Friday of 
the funding critical for the 
cash-strapped country to 
avert an economic collapse.
Pakistan and the IMF have 
been discussing fiscal poli-
cy measures under review 
since February to resume the 
stalled funding that was due in 
November from a $6.5 billion 
bailout agreed upon in 2019.
The money is crucial for 
Pakistan, which is facing a 
balance of payment crisis, 
to avert defaulting on its ex-
ternal payment obligations. 
Foreign exchange reserves 
held by Pakistan’s central 
bank have shrunk to pay just 
four weeks of controlled im-
ports. “The IMF continues 
to work with the Pakistani 
authorities to bring the 
ninth review to a conclusion 
once the necessary financ-
ing is in place and the agree-
ment is finalised,” mission 
chief Nathan Porter said in a 
statement to media. 
“IMF supports the authori-
ties in the implementation 
of policies in the period 
ahead, including in the tech-
nical work to prepare the 
FY24 budget, which is to be 
passed by the National As-
sembly before end-June.”

WHO says Covid global 
health emergency over

Vaccines were one of major turning points in the pandemic - allowing millions of people to be 
protected from serious illness and death. US and UK, like many other countries, have already 

talked about “living with the virus” and wound down many of tests and social mixing rules
DNA

GENEVA: The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has declared that Covid-19 no 
longer represents a “global health emer-
gency”. The statement represents a ma-
jor step towards ending the pandemic and 
comes three years after it first declared its 
highest level of alert over the virus.
Officials said the virus’ death rate had 
dropped from a peak of more than 
100,000 people per week in January 2021 
to just over 3,500 on 24 April. The head 
of the WHO said at least seven million 

people died in the pandemic. But Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that 
the true figure was “likely” closer to 20 
million deaths - nearly three times the of-
ficial estimate - and he warned that the 
virus remained a significant threat.
“Yesterday, the Emergency Committee met 
for the 15th time and recommended to me 
that I declare an end to the public health 
emergency of international concern. I’ve 
accepted that advice. It is therefore with 
great hope that I declare COVID-19 over as 
a global health emergency,” Dr Tedros said.
But he warned the decision to remove 
the highest level of alert did not mean 

the danger was over and said the emer-
gency status could be reinstated if the 
situation changed. “The worst thing any 
country can do now is to use this news as 
a reason to let down its guard, to disman-
tle the systems it has built, or to send 
the message to its people that Covid-19 
is nothing to worry about,” he said. The 
World Health Organisation first declared 
the so-called public health emergency of 
international concern in January 2020.
Vaccines were one of the major turning 
points in the pandemic - allowing mil-
lions of people to be protected from 
serious illness and death. The US and 

UK, like many other countries, have 
already talked about “living with the vi-
rus” and wound down many of the tests 
and social mixing rules.
But in many countries vaccines have not 
reached most of those in need. Dr Mike 
Ryan, from the WHO’s health emergencies 
programme, said the emergency may have 
ended, but the threat is still there.
“We fully expect that this virus will con-
tinue to transmit and this is the history of 
pandemics. “It took decades for the final 
throws of the pandemic virus of 1918 to dis-
appear. “In most cases pandemics truly end 
when the next pandemic begins.”
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GOA: A group photo of participating diplomats at SCO Foreign Ministers’ moot. – DNA

Senate passes SC Review of 
Judgments, Orders Bill 2023

ISLAMABAD: The Senate passed the Su-
preme Court Review of Judgments and Or-
ders Bill 2023 with a majority vote which 
aims to provide support and reinforce the 
powers of the Supreme Court in reviewing its 
judgments and orders, enabling the Supreme 
Court to exercise its powers more effectively 
and efficiently. Senator Irfan-ul-Haque Sid-
diqui presented the bill to the Senate while 
the opposition demanded a vote count on the 
bill, which was ordered by the Senate chair-
man.  During the vote, 32 members of the 
Senate supported the bill, while 21 opposed 
it. As a result, the Supreme Court Review of 
Judgments and Orders Bill 2023 was passed 

by the Senate with a majority vote. Article 
188 of the Constitution empowers the Su-
preme Court, subject to the provision of any 
Act of Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) and any 
rules made by the Supreme Court, to review 
any judgment pronounced or any order made 
by it.  According to the statement of the ob-
jects and reasons of the bill, it is necessary to 
ensure that fundamental rights to justice by 
providing for meaningful review of judgments 
and orders passed by the Supreme Court in 
exercise of its original jurisdiction under Ar-
ticle 184. The bill states that in case of judg-
ment and orders of the supreme court in ex-
ercise of its original jurisdiction under Article 

184  of the Constitution, the scope of review 
on both facts and law, shall be the same as an 
appeal under Article 185 of the Constitution. 
It proposes that a review petition shall be 
heard by a bench larger than the bench which 
passed the original judgment in order. 
It suggests that the review petitioner shall 
have the right to appoint any advocate of the 
supreme court of his choice for the review 
petition. The bill states that the right to file 
a review petition shall also be available to an 
aggrieved person against whom an order has 
been made under clause (3) of the Article 
184 of the Constitution, prior to the recom-
mendation of this legislation. – DNA

Envoy 
assures 

efforts for 
release of 

Pak prisoners
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Saudi Ara-
bia to Pakistan Nawaf bin Said Al-Malki 
here on Friday assured Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah of all-possible efforts for 
the release of Pakistanis languishing in 
Saudi jails. During the meeting with the 
minister, the envoy also discussed matters 
of mutual interests including bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, 
said a news release.
The meeting also reviewed progress on 
an agreement between Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia for “Road to Makkah project”.
Both the dignitaries agreed to finalize the 
agreement at the earliest possible time for 
facilitating Pakistanis in Hajj pilgrim.
According to the press release, the Paki-
stani pilgrims would be provided easy and 
hassle-free immigration facility under the 
project which is being launched from Islama-
bad Airport. Forty thousand pilgrims will be 
benefited from the project this year.  
The interior minister said that the project 
would be extended to other major cities 
soon to benefit more pilgrims.
He said that Pakistan and Saudi Arabia 
had historical, longstanding and brother-
ly relations. The people of Pakistan have 
special devotion and love for Khadim 
Al-Haramain Al-Sharifain (custodian of 
the two holy mosques), he said.
The interior minister lauded the efforts 
of the Saudi Ambassador for further 
strengthening bilateral relations between 
the two brotherly countries.

Pak, Uzbek 
agree to 
enhance 

bilateral ties
GOA: Pakistan and Uzbekistan on Friday 
agreed to enhance bilateral economic co-
operation besides completing connectivi-
ty projects, particularly CASA-1000. 
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
held a meeting with his Uzbek counter-
part Bakhtiyor Saidov on the sidelines 
of Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) Council of Foreign Ministers meet-
ing in Goa, India.  They discussed a broad 
spectrum of bilateral relations and agreed 
to further strengthen economic ties. and 
early completion of connectivity projects 
in particular CASA-1000. – Agencies


