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MAHNOOR ANSAR
ISLAMABAD:President Dr.
Arif Alvi has
embarked on
— @ his journey to
Saudi Arabia
. to perform

the  sacred
pilgrimage of Hajj. In the ab-
sence of the President, Sen-
ate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani
has assumed the responsibil-
ities as the Acting President.
The Cabinet Division has
issued a notification appoint-
ing Senate Chairman Sadiq
Sanjrani as the Acting Presi-
dent to fulfill the duties dur-
ing President Alvi’s absence.
This development ensures
the smooth functioning of
the government while the
President is away.

Asif opposes
Senate
perks bill

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: In the midst
of a severe
economic
crisis  grip-
ping the
country, De-
fense Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif on Sun-
day strongly opposed the
proposed Senate chair-
man perks bill, urging his
fellow parliamentarians to
stand against it, citing the
economic realities facing
the country. Speaking in
the National Assembly, the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz leader has asked
his fellow parliamentari-
ans to stand against it, cit-
ing the impoverished state
of the country’s finances.

Economic
stability
crucial

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to
Prime Min-
ister on Pov-
erty Allevi-
ation Faisal
A Karim Kundi
has said the economic sta-
bility is vital to tackle other
challenges in the country.
Talking to a private news
channel, he said the PPP’s
main motto is to conduct
elections at specific time
after completion of the con-
stitutional period of the gov-
ernment. Commenting on
the role of the coalition gov-
ernment, he said we have to
cooperate with each other
to revive business activity.
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IMF deal likely now

NA passes
budget with
amendments

The bill now would go to the President
for assent who will sign it into a law

—

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister

Ishaq Dar speaking in the
National Assembly after

passage of the budget. — DNA

Snusaar Hamza /| DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on
Sunday passed the Finance Bill 2023-24 with
certain amendments in the proposed budget-
ary measures and the revised total outlay of
Rs 14.48 trillion to achieve macroeconomic
stability and the set target of a 3.5 Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) growth rate. The Fi-
nance Bill, moved by Minister for Finance and

Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar,

passed with a majority vote after clause-by-
clause reading. The House echoed with desk
thumping as the House passed the budget.
The passage of the Finance Bill has success-
fully brought to an end the budgetary process
started on June, 9 with the budget speech of
the finance minister at the National Assembly.

Continued on Page 06

No double—

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance
and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ish-
aq Dar clarified on Sunday that there
would be no double pension for govern-
ment employees falling in the category
of Grade 17-22. Responding to a point
raised by Minister for Water Resourc-
es Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah in
the National Assembly, the minister
explained that the restriction would
not apply to government employees be-
low Grade 17, as there were instances
where some employees retired after 15-
20 years of service and started another
job. The minister stated that if some
employees (Grade 17-22) were working
on a contract basis after retirement,
they would have to choose one pension
that suited them, as the policy began
from the top. He emphasized that this
was an old issue that should have been
resolved earlier, which the incumbent
government had started to redress.
Ishaq Dar mentioned that there was
no specific timeframe for pension pay-
ments to the dependents of retired em-
ployees and widows after their passing.

was

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: Former Chief Justice of Supreme Court of Pakistan Justice ® Gulzar Ahmed
presenting souvenir to the US Ambassador Donald Blome. — DNA

Nawaz gets relief from NA
Disqualification
term limited to

maximum S years

US not
influencing
Pak on

China ties

Says trade among

partners was key

towards economic
prosperity

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: Ambassador
Donald Blome has denied
that the United States is
pressing Pakistan to choose
between the US and China.
He was speaking at an inter-
active session on ‘US-Paki-
stan Relations: Present and
Future’ organised by the Pa-
kistan Council on Foreign
Relations (PCFR) here.

Ambassador Blome opined
that trade among partners

Nawaz Sharif and Jahangir Tareen

will be among those who benefit

Legal committee
to pave way for
Nawaz's return

StAFF REPORT

‘Dar must resign’

P11 calls for revised
budget, rejects taxes

Qureshi accuses the government

was key towards econom-
ic prosperity. The trade

must also be equitable and
our message to China is to
go forward with fair trade
terms and Pakistan should
demand the same from its
economic relationships,
he added. He said that
for the last four decades,

Continued on Page 06

MEenTaB PirzapA

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly Sun-
day amended the law limiting the disqualifi-
cation of a parliamentarian to a maximum of
five years, paving the way for those barred
for life from running for a public office.
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif and Istehkam-e-Pa-
kistan Party (IPP) chief Jahangir Khan

ISLAMABAD: A legal committee was
formed on Sunday in line to clear the
path for Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sha-
rif’s return to the country. According
to sources, committee to be headed by
Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarar. The
committee also comprised SAPM Ata
Tarar, Irfan Qadir, Amjad Pervaiz and
other lawyers. The committee will make
every effort to remove any legal bar-
riers to Nawaz’s return to the country.

of bulldlng a false narrative

Bureau REPORT

MULTAN:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Vice Chairman Shah
Mehmood Qureshi Sun-
day came down hard on
Finance Minister Ishaq

Dar, demanding that the financial czar resign
immediately. Addressing media personnel at
a press conference in Multan, the former for-
eign minister slammed the budget FY24 and
said: “Additional taxes of Rs215 billion have
been imposed. The nation is already suffer-
ing under the burden of taxes, and the finan-
cial bill is being revised.” “Despite the burden
of existing taxes, more had been imposed,”
he said, adding that the budget presented to
the nation is something else while the budget
to be approved will be something else entire-
ly. Qureshi also slammed the government’s

performance and said: “Industries are

rently in a state of crisis.” About 40% of textile

Continued on Page 06

PTI Sindh

8 expels 6 more

members

Bureau REPORT

KARACHI: PTI Sindh on Sunday ex-
pelled six more party members for
skipping the Karachi mayor elections
and not voting for the party’s support-
ed candidates for mayor and deputy
mayor, which it said was “in complete
defiance to the party directives”. Last
month, the PTI had announced sup-
port for Jamaat-i-Islami’s (JI) mayoral
candidate Hafiz Naeemur Rehman but
cracks had surfaced within the PTI’s
city chapter with a group of elect-
ed UC chairmen and vice chairmen

cur-

Pak, Japan
political talks
tomorrow

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The thir
teenth round of Bilateral
Political Consultations be-
tween Pakistan and Japan
will be held on Tuesday in
Tokyo, Japan. The twelfth
round of these consul-
tations between the two
countries was held in 2020
in Islamabad. The Pakistan
side will be led by Foreign
Secretary Dr. Asad Majeed
Khan; while, Shigeo Yama-
da, Senior Deputy Minister
for Foreign Affairs of Ja-
pan will lead the Japanese
side. During consultations,

Continued on Page 06

Continued on Page 06

Marriyum hits out at
Qureshi over criticism

ISLAMABAD: Federal Information Min-
ister Marriyum Aurangzeb on Sunday
took swipe at Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
claiming that those who pushed the
country on the verge of default were
asking Finance Minister Ishaq Dar to
resign. Expressing her thoughts, she
schooled her political opponents, say-
ing, “They are preparing to target the
nation’s economic interests after setting
the country on fire and attacking the mil-
itary installations on May 9”.

Meanwhile, speaking about Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) su-
premo Nawaz Sharif, saying, “PML-N
Nawaz Sharif will continue to rule coun-

try under a visionary vision”. She ex-
pressed gratitude to the Pakistani com-
munity for according a warm welcome
to the Pakistani delegation on their
arrival in Paris for a summit on New
Global Financing Pact.

Earlier, PTI vice chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi said the Internation-
al Monetary Fund has no trust in Ishaq
Dar so he should step down as finance
minister forthwith. Talking to media per-
sons in Multan, he said that the IMF had
rejected the budget. The government
has imposed Rs215 billion more taxes.
The budget that will be voted on will be
the new finance bill, he added. - DNA

Continued on Page 06

Continued on Page 06

Diplomatic Corps and all Pakistanis are shocked; Ambassador Nicolae Goia contributed
a lot towards promotion of Pakistan and Romanian bilateral relations during his
tenure in Pakistan a number of agreements were signed between the two countries

OBITUARY

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Romania
to Pakistan, Nicolae Goia passed away
on Sunday, June 24 2023, Ambassador
Nicolae Goia of Romania was in Pakistan
for more than five years. He had already
completed his term, but because of his
health reasons, his stay in Pakistan was
extended. According to his close aides,
he was under treatment in Pakistan
for quite some time. It was because of
his heath that he had decided to ex-
tend his stay in Pakistan in order not
to disrupt the treatment process.

Ambassador Nicolae Goia was a sen-
ior Romanian diplomat who was at the
last leg of his career. He was about to
finish his diplomatic career and retire
from service. Ambassador Nicolae
Goia contributed a lot towards promo-
tion of Pakistan and Romanian bilat-
eral relations during his tenure in Pa-

kistan a number of agreements were
signed between the two countries.
During his tenure in Pakistan also a
number of high level delegations visited
Pakistan and from Pakistan high level
delegations were visited Romania the
diplomatic community in Islamabad has
expressed deep grief and sorrow over the
sad demise of Ambassador Nicolae Goia,
who was very popular among the diplo-
matic community because of his profes-
sionalism and easygoing personality.

A few days ago, Ambassador Nicolae
Goia attended a diplomatic reception,
which in fact proved his last official ap-
pearance. Those who met him at that re-
ception, including myself, simply cannot
believe that he has left us because he
was very much in his spirits, hale and
hearty with benign and welcoming smile
on his face. It was indeed shocking news
a friend share this news with me.

The dean of diplomatic corps had sent
a communication to entire diplomatic
community and informed them of the

The smiling face heads to his
eternal abode, leaving his near
and dear ones in shock and pain

death of Romanian Ambassador. Then
the news spread like a jungle fire be-
cause Ambassador Goia was extremely
popular not only among the diplomatic
corps but Pakistani people as well.

To me, he was more than just an elder
brother; he was a cherished companion
and a devoted reader of my newspaper,
the Daily Islamabad POST. Consistently,
he offered valuable feedback on the con-
tents and overall quality of our publica-
tion. Each time he shared his thoughts,
they resonated deeply with me and pro-
vided a wellspring of inspiration.

His guidance and suggestions were in-
valuable, as they propelled me to strive
for excellence in every aspect of the
newspaper. With his astute observations
and insightful comments, he pushed me
to explore new avenues, and expand the
horizons of our publication. His dedica-
tion to our newspaper was unwavering.
The officials of the ministry of for-
eign affairs are in touch with the Ro-
manian embassy and extended full

support to them for the repatriation
of the coffin to Romania.

The Prime Minister of Pakistan She-
hbaz Sharif has also expressed his
heartfelt condolences. PM Shehbaz
said, the ambassador will be remem-
bered for his active role in strengthen-
ing Pakistan-Romania relations.

The sudden and unexpected news has
left everyone feeling deeply saddened
and overwhelmed with gloom. The de-
parture came as such a shock that it has
taken everyone by surprise, leaving them
in a state of disbelief. In times like these,
our hearts are heavy as we come togeth-
er to remember the life of the departed
soul. Let us send our deepest prayers
and wishes for his eternal peace and tran-
quility. May his spirit find solace and rest
in the embrace of a higher power.

Let us also acknowledge the strength
and resilience of the bereaved family. In
the face of this profound loss, they stand
tall, united by love and the memories
they hold dear. RIP NICOLAE GOIA!!
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ISLAMABAD: Former Pres-
ident of Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Butt said on Sunday that
the IMF, World Bank and
other such institutions are
promoting poverty and ine-
quality in the world.

Their aim is to increase
the wealth and influence
of Western countries by
robbing the poor countries
of their resources, he add-
ed. Shahid Rasheed Butt
said in a statement issued
here today that because
of the tactics of these in-
stitutions, five percent of
the world’s population has
occupied eighty percent of
the resources. The majori-
ty of the richest people in
the world belong to a West-
ern power, and the IMF is
adopting every legal and il-
legal tactic to increase their
wealth, he observed. The
business leader said that at
present more than seventy
countries, including Paki-
stan, are unable to pay their
debts. Self-interested elites
who can sell the country’s
assets but cannot reduce
spending control most of
these countries. Shahid
Rashid Butt said that doz-
ens of countries have been
ruined by the IMF’s poli-
cies and have been forced
to abandon national integri-
ty and interests. The ability
of such countries to com-
pete in the international
market is lost, the economy
falls, inflation increases and
people’s lives become more
difficult. In these situations,
rich transfer their resourc-
es while intelligent people
leave their countries and go
to Western countries to in-
crease speed of their devel-
opment, which is a serious
brain drain issue. IMF has
never stopped any country
from corruption and spend-
ing spree, but has always
victimized the common
people. This institution has
never brought any country
out of crisis, but has wors-
ened their situation, so the
sooner the country gets rid
of it, the better it is.

FIA arrests
most wanted
human traf-
ficker from

Faisalabad

DNA

FAISALABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
Composite Circle Faisal-
abad has arrested most
wanted human smuggler
Tahir Nadeem. According
to the FIA officials, out of
over 30 cases registered
against Nadeem, 14 were
registered in the Faisalabad
Circle. The suspect had ex-
torted millions of rupees
from people in return for
sending them illegally to
countries like Canada, Ja-
pan and those in Europe
for jobs, they explained.
The officials informed that
as many as 16 cases of fraud
were also registered against
Nadeem at various police
stations of Faisalabad. The
FIA team also recovered
25 Pakistani passports,
fake visas, cheque books
and fake bank stamps. The
officials said raids were be-
ing conducted to arrest his
accomplices. The FIA has
spurned its effort to net the
human traffickers across
the country after June 13
migrant boat tragedy which
capsized and sank in open
seas off Greece.—DNA

Japan is important for
Pakistan: Ahsan Bakhtawarl

FaArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: President Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
has said that Japan, the world’s
third largest economy with a GDP
of $4,940.9 billion, is a country
of great importance for Pakistan
economically, commercially and
relationship
between Pakistan and Japan has a
history. There are many possibil-
ities for further improvement of
trade relations between the two
countries.Japan has one of the
oldest population in the world.
Pakistan can provide health work-
ers especially nurses to Japan.
There are vast opportunities for
Japanese investors to invest in
dry milk and automobile sector in
Pakistan. The role of the embassy
is very important in this regard.

He expressed these views yes-
terday while talking to Pakistan’s
designated
for Japan, Dr. Irfan Abbas Shah,
who met him during his visit to
the chamber.President Islamabad
Chamber said that Japan is in dire
need of skilled workers from all

diplomatically.The

economic minister

over the world. Pakistan and Japan
have an agreement in this regard
which needs to be implemented
immediately. The government
should take SMEDA and other re-
lated institutions into confidence
and form a comprehensive policy
in this regard, courses should be
conducted for Pakistani youth to
learn Japanese language.

He said that in Pakistan, vehicle
parts are ordered from outside

and assembled. With the coop-
eration of Japan, manufacturing
should be promoted in Pakistan,
which will increase the supply of
employment on the one hand and
on the other hand, the industry at
the local level will also benefit. He
said that Japan should set up a
baby milk plant in Pakistan, there
are vast possibilities of invest-
ment in this sector. A technolo-
gy transfer project from Japan to

Pakistan should be worked on.He
said that Japanese investors need
to be convinced to build storage
in Gwadar, it will not only bring in-
vestment to Pakistan but also cre-
ate employment opportunities.

Speaking on this occasion, Eco-
nomic Minister Dr. Irfan Shah
said that Japan is in dire need
of skilled workers due to lack of
youth, and Pakistanis can take
advantage of this.The volume of

Pakistani exports to Japan is four
hundred to five hundred million
dollars, which can be increased
many times.In the past, Japan has
set up three plants in the auto-
mobile sector in Pakistan, but
these plants could not go into
manufacturing
bling, due to several reasons.
They will convince Japanese
investors to invest in Special
Economic Zones in Pakistan.
There is scope for increasing
the volume of bilateral trade in
all sectors in both countries.I
assure the Islamabad Cham-
ber that I will be in constant
contact
community and will play every
possible role in bringing the
business community of both
countries closer.

Speaking on this occasion, Vice
President Chamber Engineer
Azhar ul Islam said that the
Pakistani Embassy should con-
duct a market survey in Japan,
in which apriority list of some
items should be made that can
be exported from Pakistan to Ja-
pan. There should be awareness
of the quality so that the local
industry pays attention to it.

after assem-

with the business

Ecotourism: KP needs govt
patronage to generate employment

MALAM JABBA: Known
for its mesmerizing natural
beauty, snow clades moun-
tains peaks and lakes, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) is a
unique province of Pakistan
with plenty of tourism sites
if properly developed could
generate jobs opportunities
for youth, bolstering the
rural economy and beat the
sizzling heat.

The lush green Khanspur,
Donga Gali, Bagnotar in
Abbottabad, Babusir top,
Malaika Perbath, Dodipath
and Anso lakes in Manseh-
ra, Mahudhand lake and
Gabryal mountains velley,
Jaz Banda and Malam Jabba
in Swat, Kumrat valley in
Dir Upper and Chitral are
most suited for ecotourism
and adventure sports. Be-
sides these scenic valleys,
rich cultural heritage of the
primitive era, and historical
significance, the province
offers a diverse range of
attractions for ecotourists,
mountaineers, adventurers,
archaeologicalists, and cul-
ture lovers from D I Khan
to Swat and Chitral to Wa-
ziristan. Tourists from oth-
er districts of KP and oth-

er provinces thronged to
Malam Jabba in Swat to en-
joy its pleasant weather on
weekends. Professor Eht-
isham Qaiser, a resident of
the Nowshera district told
APP, “He loves the scenic
beauty of Swat and every
year in summer vacations,
he along with his five other
friends enjoy one week-long
tour to Kalam and Malam
Jabba to enjoy its pleas-
ant weather.” “We hired a
rental car and take rooms
in the private hotel and
then enjoy the whole week
at scenic Malam Jabba and
Kalam with friends, “ he
said. He said, “Swat’s trout
fish, river rafting, snowfall
and adventure sports fea-
tures make it unique.” The
tourists along with families
could easily come here to
spend some time in its re-
laxed environment due to
better road connectivity
and tourism policy before
exploring the nearby tour-
ist destinations. “KP is the
land of tourism. Ecotourism
spots are being developed
at premises of small dams
include Tanda dam Kohat,
Chatri dam in Haripur, Nar-

yab Hangu, Kundal Swabi
and Chalgoza Abbottabad to
promote day-long families
tourism commonly known
as ecotourism and provide
relatively cooler weather
to residents of these areas
during summer,” said Hayat
Ali Shah, General Manager,
KP Tourism and Culture
Department while talking
to APP on Sunday.

He said that the PC-1 of
Chatri, Naryab and Tanda
dams tourism sites were
completed and practical
work to start soon.

Under an Ecotourism
Project, he said that
camping pods were es-
tablished at Sharan near
Saiful Malook lake, Gab-
een Jaba Swat, Mahaband
Buner-Swabi, Allai Bata-
gram, Bamburait Chitral,
Tandyani Abbottabad,
Bisigram Swat, Yakhtan-
gi Shangla, Saheed e Sir,
Malka Swat and Sheikh
Badin DI Khan.
“Bishigram, Shran, Yakh-
tangi, Shaheed e Sir and
Malk camping pods have
already been opened for
tourists while the remain-
ing pods would be shortly

opened after completion
of renovation works.”
“Each pod has two to four
beds for families, a wash
room and a small kitchen,”
he said, adding Rs3500 to
Rs5000 per day/night stay
was being charged against
Rs12,000 to Rs15,000 per
room by a private hotels at
Khagan, Naran and Galiyat
valleys.

As many as 10 more camp-
ing pods at Jargo and Su-
latanr in Swat, Lashkargha
Broghal Valley and Sur-
laspur Shandor valley Up-
per Chitral, Kumrat velley
in Upper Dir, Laram Top
and Shahi Bin Shahi in
Lower Dir, Lilowani Alpuri
in Shangla Samanah Top
in Orakzai/Hangu and Kal-
am Swat were planned.
One of the key initiatives
that the government has
undertaken is to increase
the presence of police
personnel in tourist spots.
This has made tourists feel
safer and more secure,
which has resulted in an
increase in the number of
ecotourists and adventure
sports enthusiasts visiting
the province.—APP

GB surpasses ICT, AJK
in using technology for

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Gilgit Bal-
tistan (GB) has surpassed
[slamabad Capital Territory
(ICT), and Azad Jammu and
IKashmir (AJK) in terms of
teachers’ potential to use
technology for teaching,
ccording to the findings
f ‘Baseline Report-Smart
lassrooms’ conducted
y the Ministry of Federal
ducation and Profession-
1 Training. The report
ighlights the findings of
n extensive survey and
ompetency test in schools
in Islamabad, AJK and GB.
t has also revealed that
100 percent teachers in
B have access to smart-
hones, indicating a high
evel of technological read-
iness among educators in
he region.

The report further indi-
cates that students in GB
exhibit a higher level of
competency in Mathemat-
ics compared to their coun-
terparts in ICT and AJK.
The findings suggest that
the educational system in
GB has been successful in
cultivating strong mathe-
matical skills among stu-
dents. However, in terms
of English competency, GB
students are slightly behind
those in ICT, but perform
better than students in AJK.
While English proficiency
may be an area for improve-
ment, GB students still
demonstrate a commend-
able level of competence
in the subject. The report
presents a comprehensive
analysis of Baseline School,
focusing on the capacity of
teachers and students, utili-
zation of Information Tech-

~ teaching: Report

nology (IT), availability of
electricity, internet accessi-
bility, and the potential for
implementing smart class-
rooms. This report aims
to provide insights into the
school’s existing infrastruc-
ture, technological capabil-
ities, and readiness for the
integration of smart class-
room solutions. The sur-
vey conducted in GB, ICT,
and AJK, collected data on
various aspects of schools
and displayed the results on
Google Maps. The survey
utilized a systematic sam-
pling approach to select
representative schools in
the regions. Trained sur-
veyors visited each select-
ed school and gathered
data on parameters such
as infrastructure, facilities,
teaching staff, availability
of electricity, students, and
teachers’ capacity etc.

315 water
filtration
plants
restored

DNA

LAHORE: Punjab Caretak-
er Information Minister
Amir Mir said on Saturday
that out of total 387 wa-
ter filtration plants in the
province that had been
dysfunctional for a long
time, 315 had been made
functional again. The min-
ister said the remaining
plants would be made
functional by July 10. He
went on to say that the
purpose of making these
plants functional was to
ensure the provision of
clean drinking water to
people. He informed that
deputy  commissioners
oversaw the entire pro-
cess. Mir said not a single
penny from the national
exchequer was spent for
the purpose.

He informed that four mil-
lion people would benefit
from this step of the pro-
vincial government.

Relief Deptt unveils Monsoon Gontingency Plan

PESHAWAR: The Relief, Re-
habilitation and Settlement
Department of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) on Sunday
unveiled the Monsoon Con-
tingency Plan 2023, a com-
prehensive strategy aimed
at minimizing disaster risks
and facilitating a coordinated
and timely response. Under
the supervision of the Relief
Department, the Provincial
Disaster Management Au-
thority (PDMA) has actively
engaged district administra-
tion, provincial and federal
line departments, as well
as humanitarian partners in
developing this plan, incor-
porating valuable lessons
learned from previous inci-
dents. The primary objec-
tive is to mitigate the impact
of disasters and safeguard
the lives and livelihoods of
the people residing in the
province. According to the
Monsoon Plan 2023, ten
districts, including Chitral
Upper, Chitral Lower, Swat,

DI Khan, Tank, Charsadda,
Nowshera, Kohistan Upper,
Shangla, and Dir Upper,
are identified as very highly
prone. Additionally, six oth-
er districts, Malakand, Dir
Lower, Tor Ghar, Kohistan
Lower, Kolai Palas Kohistan,
and Peshawar, are classified
as high risk.

Floods have been an on-
going issue, particularly in
lowland areas, resulting in
waterborne diseases, loss of
human and livestock life, and
damage to infrastructure.
The Monsoon Plan 2023 ad-
dresses this concern through
a comprehensive flood risk
management approach that
encompasses the prevention,
mitigation,  preparedness,
emergency response, and re-
covery measures. Prevention
measures focus on discour-
aging construction in current
and future flood-prone areas,
adapting future develop-
ments to flood risks, and pro-
moting appropriate land use

and agricultural practices.
Mitigation strategies include
structural and non-structural
measures aimed at reducing
the likelihood and impact of
floods in specific locations.
Preparedness efforts aim to
educate the population about
flood risks and provide guid-
ance on appropriate actions
during a flood. Emergency
response plans are being
developed to ensure a swift
and effective response in
the event of a flood. More-
over, the plan incorporates
recovery and lessons learned
components to minimize the
social and economic impacts
on affected communities and
facilitate their return to nor-
malcy. The PDMA has active-
ly promoted the Contingency
Planning process as a prepar-
edness measure for natural
hazards, particularly during
the monsoon season. The
Monsoon Plan 2023 builds
upon the lessons learned
from past flood events, such

as the catastrophic floods of
2010, heavy monsoon rain-
falls of 2011, flash floods in
2012, and subsequent disas-
ters. By conducting risk and
vulnerability — assessments,
the plan aims to strengthen
preparedness and response
capacities while identifying
and addressing gaps and
challenges. Key outcomes
expected from the Monsoon
Plan 2023 include raising
awareness and building ca-
pacity for effective response,
anticipating and allocating
necessary resources based
on threat perception, devel-
oping integrated planning ca-
pacities, and addressing gaps
through preparatory meas-
ures. Secretary of the Relief
Department Abdul Basit em-
phasized that disaster risk
reduction and management
were integral to develop-
ment and require continuous
assessment of vulnerabilities
and risks.

“Contingency planning

plays a vital role in defining
preparedness mechanisms,
deployment strategies, and
resource utilization before
an emergency response is
needed,”he said. “The Relief
is committed to effectively
implementing the Monsoon
Plan 2023 by considering
the recommendations and
expertise of all stakeholders
involved. This endeavour
reflects a shared vision of
protecting lives, preserving
infrastructure, and mini-
mizing the impact of floods
on communities residing in
flood-prone areas.” Abdul Ba-
sit further said, “PDMA KP
has already dispatched relief
and necessary items to all
District Administrations and
concerned line departments.
Additionally, other essential
items can be provided during
times of need.” “The Relief
Department is also conduct-
ing mock drills and exercises
across the province to en-
hance preparedness.—APP

Saghar terms Indo-
US joint statement
as misleading

ISLAMABAD: The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) chapter Con-
vener, Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar, has expressed se-
rious concern over the In-
do-US joint statement and
termed it as misleading.
Mehmood Ahmed Saghar in
a statement issued in Islam-
abad said that it was quite
unfortunate that the joint
statement did not men-
tion the Kashmir dispute,
Indian terrorism, human
rights violations and arbi-
trary arrests of thousands
of Kashmiris languishing
in different jails of India
and Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK), Kashmir media
service reported.

He said that it was most
regrettable that the coun-
try (US), which has been a
co-sponsor of the historic
United Nations resolution
that acknowledged Kash-
miris’ right to self-de-
termination and granted
legitimacy to the Kash-
mir issue, turned a blind
towards the abysmal situ-
ation in the territory that
continues to reel under In-
dia’s relentless and brutal
repression. Saghar, while
referring to the US stance
on Kashmir dispute, said
being a strong proponent
of the Kashmiris’ right to
self-determination, it has

always sought and sup-
ported a peaceful settle-
ment of the Kashmir dis-
pute through dialogue and
diplomacy. He said Ameri-
ca still supports the UNSC
resolutions calling for a
referendum in the region.
As far as the issue of Hiz-
bul Mujahideen is con-
cerned, Saghar said that
the US should differentiate
between a terrorist and a
freedom movement. “Hizb
is an indigenous Kashmi-
ri resistance organisation
whose sole agenda is to lib-
erate Kashmir from India’s
illegal occupation”, he said,
adding that the Hizb, which
has never been engaged
in unlawful activities, has
been working under the am-
bit of the UN character.

“As per the UN charter

Kashmiris have a legal
right to armed resist-
ance”, the APHC-AJK

leader said and added
that Kashmiris’ ongoing
struggle was all about the
Kashmiri people’s right to
self-determination, be it a
Muslim, Hindu, Sikh, Bud-
dhist or Christian.

Urging the Biden admin-
istration to revisit its wis-
dom on Kashmir, Saghar
said instead of compromis-
ing its ideals the US must
take a bold stance and play
its much-needed role to re-
solve the lingering Kash-
mir dispute.—APP

Lahore to
have its first
diplomatic
enclave

DNA

LAHORE: The Punjab care-
taker government has ap-
proved first diplomatic en-
clave in Lahore which will
be set up inside the Central
Business Authority. The US
Embassy has sought 110
kanals of land near Bab-i-Pa-
kistan in Central Business
District (CBD).

The CBD forwarded the
case of foreign embassies
seeking land in Lahore to
the caretaker government.
The Punjab government
tasked the CBD to also per-
suade Turkey, China, UAE
and Iran besides the US.
The sources said the CBD
had demanded one billion
rupees per kanal from the
US Embassy. American dep-
uty chief mission and US
consul general in Lahore
had already visited the site.
The caretaker government
had directed the additional
chief secretary to fulfil the
legal requirements in this
regard. Through diplomatic
enclave, the CBD project
will become city’s most ap-
pealing project as far as in-
vestment is concerned.

Yemen’s
delegation
visits
Pakistan to
study BISP

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of the Social Welfare Fund
(SDF) of Yemen is on a five-
day visit to Pakistan to study
the Social Protection Model
of Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) which is
serving the most challenged
and marginalized segments
of society, particularly the
women.

On the concluding day of
the wvisit, the Secretary
Benazir Income Support
Programme, Mr. Amer Ali
Ahmed held a wrap-up ses-
sion with the visiting del-
egation. The Ambassador
of Yemen, Mr. Mohammad
Motahar Alashbi also accom-
panied the delegation during
the wrap-up meeting. Secre-
tary BISP while addressing
the delegation, said that such
study visits help both sides
to share experiences and
ideas and learn from each
other. He informed the vis-
iting delegates that the day
they arrived in Pakistan, the
disbursement of the Benazir
Kafaalat tranche was also stat-
ed by Benazir Income Support
Programme. The Secretary in-
formed the delegation that Rs.
81 hillion are being disbursed
to nine million deserving fam-
ilies in a quarterly tranche
which is in itself a daunting
task. The Secretary BISP
further said that Pakistan and
Yemen are two brotherly coun-
tries and enjoy a close cordial
relationship. —APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JUNE

June 02/Itlay

National/
Independence Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces
Day May 06/UAE
June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day
(National Day)

June 10/Jordan

Arab Revolution&
Army Day

June 11/United kingdom

Birthday of
Her Majesty The Queen
Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines

Independence Day
June 12/Russian
Federation

Day of Sovereignty of
the Russian
June 13/Zambia

Armed Forces day
June 17/Iceland

National Day

June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day
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High prices force people
towards ‘Ijtamai Qurbani

The prevailing economic crunch leading to limited incomes and livelihood amid steady
increases in animal prices in recent years has led to the trend of collective sacrifices

RAWALPINDI: The record in-
crease in prices of sacrificial an-
imals is being witnessed across
the country and the trend of ‘Ijta-
mai Qurbani’ is becoming popular
under which the citizens are ar-
ranging for the religious obliga-
tion of ‘Ijtamai Qurbani’.

Due to skyrocketing prices of sac-
rificial animals, most of people
are giving preference to the col-
lective Qurbani ritual instead of
sacrificing animals individually on
Eid ul Azha. This was revealed in
a survey of the cattle market con-
ducted by this scribe.

The residents of various locali-
ties have arranged for combined
sacrifices with the cooperation of
various religious and social organ-
izations including local madrassas
and mosques. A large number
of people have also arranged for
combined qurbani with their rela-
tives and friends. “It is better to
take part in the collective Qurba-
ni arranged by a nearby madras-
sa or mosque during these hard
times of inflation, and we will do
so because we will have to spend
only Rs 25,000 to Rs 30,000 for

a share and its affordable,” said
a local resident Faisal. The pre-
vailing economic crunch leading
to limited incomes and livelihood
amid steady increases in animal
prices in recent years has led to
the trend of collective sacrifices,
another citizen Altaf said.

The prices of the sacrificial ani-
mals have further increased this
year as compared to the last year
owing to an increase in transpor-
tation charges and other associat-
ed expenses. The prices of bulls
in the market have increased
from Rs50,000 to Rs150,000 per
animal as compared to last year
while the price of A category bull
has increased from Rs100,000
to Rs200,000 and onwards and
the price of B category bull has
increased from Rs50,000 to
Rs100,000 and prices of C cate-
gory has surged from Rs40,000 to
Rs70,000. The prices of goats and
sheep have also increased by up to
50 per cent. The price of A catego-
ry goat/sheep has increased from
Rs30,000 to Rs50,000. Prices of
B category has increased from
Rs20,000 to Rs30,000 and C cat-

egory to Rs15,000 and above. The
price of a goat and sheep in the
cattle market was witnessed from
Rs 60,000 to Rs 130,000 while
the prices of bull were recorded
from Rs 250,000 to Rs 350,000.
Meanwhile, as Eid day was draw-
ing near the sale of sacrificial
animals was gaining momentum.
Rawalpindi district administra-
tion had set up temporary cattle
markets at 11 different places in
the district in connection with Eid
ul Azha. According to a district
administration spokesman, the
administration on the directives
of Deputy Commissioner Rawal-
pindi had finalized all the arrange-
ments. Five cattle markets were
established in Rawalpindi city,
two in Gujjar Khan, two in Taxi-
la, and one each in Kallar Syedan
and Kahuta. Bhatta Chowk near
Koh-e-Noor Mills, Misrial, Gu-
listan Colony, Dhok Hassu, Kalyal
village markets are for Rawalpindi
city, he added. A cattle market
was established at Mandra Stop
Ground and Gulyana Road near
Slaughter in Tehsil Gujar Khan.

Similarly, cattle markets were

also established in Taxila near
Sharif Hospital, G.T Road Wah
Cantt and HIT near Sunday Ba-
zaar Timber Market, he added.
A temporary cattle market was
set up in connection with Eid-ul-
Azha at cattle market established
on Kalar Syedan near Mangal
Bypass. A temporary cattle mar-
ket had also been set up at Sakhi
Sabzwari Chowk near KRL Check
Post in Kahuta. Assistant Com-
missioners, Chief Officer Mu-
nicipal Corporations concerned
had been directed to supervise
the cattle markets, he informed.
Earlier, the DC office through a
notification had directed the au-
thorities concerned to make all
necessary arrangements so that
the sellers and buyers could be
accommodated with necessary
precautionary measures in a hy-
gienic environment in the light of
the guidelines issued by Punjab
government in this regard. The
spokesman informed that no one
is being allowed to set up market
of sacrificial animals in city areas.
Special teams had been formed to
take action against the violators,

besides imposing fines and confis-
cating their animals.

Like last year, the sellers of sac-
rificial animals are not being al-
lowed to enter the city in a bid
to keep the city clean. According
to RCB sources, sale of sacrificial
animals had been banned in canton-
ment areas. Special teams had been
formed to fine the violators and
even confiscate their animals, they
added. The officials of Livestock and
Health department talking to APP
informed that they have established
special camps at city’s entry points,
all cattle markets and sale points of
sacrificial animals for the prevention
of Congo virus. All possible precau-
tionary measures in this regard were
being taken, they said adding, solid
steps for the treatment of animals
suffering from any disease including
Congo virus were also being taken so
that the citizens could be protected
from any threat. Besides all the sale
points and cattle markets were being
sprayed, they added.The staff of the
authorities concerned had also been
deployed and the exercise would
continue without any break till Ei-
dul Azha, they said.—DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Germany Alfred

Grannas shows his love for Pakistani mangoes. —DNA
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Pakistan-China
collaboration enhanced

DNA

BEIJING: Pak-China col-
laboration has enhanced
recently to promote Pa-
kistani pharmaceutical
development. “China has
equalized or surpassed the
developed nations’ pharma
standards over a period of
time. With 30 years of expe-
rience in cooperation with
China, our progress is ac-
companied by the dividend
of the development of Chi-
na’s pharmaceutical indus-
try,” said Waheed Ahmed,
Chief Executive of Shaigan
Pharmaceuticals Pvt Ltd at
the CPHI & PMEC China
held last week, according to
Gwadar Pro.

As Asia’s leading pharma-
ceutical show for trading,
knowledge sharing and net-
working, CPHI & PMEC
China spans all industry
sectors along the phar-
maceutical supply chain
including APIs, excipients,
finished dosage, natural ex-

acts, biophama &CDMOs,
animal health&feed, med-
ical supplies, etc. Waheed,
who has been attending the
expo since 1995, noted that
CPHI China is becoming
more and more informa-
tive due to the major R&D
work being carried out in
China. China, Pakistan’s
largest trading partner and
the largest producer of API,
attaches importance to
investing in chemical labs
and training scientists. Chi-
na’s key technologies are
developing rapidly, and the
quality of pharmaceutical
and mechanical products
is reliable, he explained.
“This time I am exploring
future technologies and
newly developed products,
especially in biosimilers
and new drug delivery sys-
tems,” Waheed mentioned,
“meeting my over 15 collab-
orative partners who are all
old friends at the expo and
witnessing their growth is
always a pleasure and op-
portunity to tap new busi-

ness range.” At the expo,
Jack, head of a pharmaceu-
tical packaging machinery
manufacturing enterprise
integrating R & D, produc-
tion and sales service told
Gwadar Pro that Pakistan
has a huge pharmaceutical
market of 250 million peo-
ple, making it one of the
most promising pharma-
ceutical consumer markets.
The industry has grown
rapidly in recent years and
its production capacity
has greatly increased, as
can be told from the fact
that the equipment they
provide has been upgrad-
ed from small and low
speed machinery to large
and high speed machinery.
“We provide guidance on
the use and maintenance
of the entire production
line to help Pakistan mas-
ter advanced packaging
technology,” Jack added
that, “Pakistan’s pharma-
ceutical industry has a
good foundation for coop-
eration with China.

Govt urged for encouraging
furniture Industry

ISLAMABAD: Chief Executive Officer Pakistan Furniture Council (PFC) Mian Kashif
Ashfaq Sunday urged the government to encourage investments and create a favorable
business environment for furniture manufacturers. He said the furniture industry in the
country can be successfully promoted and positioned as a competitive player in the glob-
al market with effective marketing with the right combination of factors, including export
potential, design and innovation, technology adoption, and skill development. Chairing
the PFC executive committee meeting, he said Pakistan has a skilled labor force and a
rich heritage of craftsmanship in furniture making. He said the country can leverage
these strengths to expand its presence in the global furniture market, he said adding
that by promoting Pakistani furniture internationally, the industry can attract foreign
buyers and increase export earnings. By encouraging designers to create unique and
contemporary furniture designs that cater to both domestic and international markets,
the industry can also gain a competitive edge and attract more buyers, he added. He said
the use of modern technology and production techniques can enhance the efficiency and
quality of furniture manufacturing. Promoting the adoption of advanced machinery and
production processes, such as computer-aided design and computer numerical control
machines, can help the industry produce high-quality furniture at a faster rate, he added.
He said Investing in skill development and training programs for craftsmen and furniture
manufacturers can improve the overall quality of furniture produced in Pakistan. By
enhancing the skills of artisans and workers, the industry can create products that meet
international standards, thereby increasing its marketability, he added. Mian Kashif
Ashfaq said the government plays a vital role in promoting the furniture industry by pro-
viding incentives such as tax breaks, subsidies, and export facilitation.—APP

Over 262,363
_Children
immunized

against Measles

RAWALPINDI: As many as
262,363 children from six
months to 59 months of
age had been immunized
against Measles during a
week-long drive that con-
cluded last day in the dis-
trict’s high-risk areas.

District Incharge Anti-Mea-
sles drive of Health Author-
ity Chaudary Muhammad
Hussain told APP that a
special anti-measles drive
had been launched in the 42
Union Councils(UCs) of the
district including 19 union
councils of the city, 8 UCs
of Rawalpindi Cantonment,
five UCs of tehsil Taxila and
10 UCs of Rawalpindi rural
which had been declared
high-risk areas.—DNA

No one allowed
to collect hides:
distt admin

RAWALPINDI: The district administration would not allow
anyone to collect hides of sacrificial animals without per-
mission and a No-objection Certificate (NOC) from the rel-
evant authorities as per the directive of the Punjab govern-
ment. Deputy Commissioner (DC) Office had announced
that the applications for collecting hides of sacrificial ani-
mals would be received till June 20 and after the deadline
otherwise, no application would be entertained. According
to a district administration spokesman, the administration
would not allow anyone to collect hides without prior per-
mission of the authorities concerned as the Punjab govern-
ment had imposed a ban on the collection of hides without
NoC on Eid ul Azha. The charity organizations intending to
collect the hides of the sacrificial animals had been directed to
submit applications to the office of DC Rawalpindi for permis-
sion letter by June 20. The Home Department of the Punjab
Government had banned the collection of the hides without
the approval of the competent authority, he informed. The DC
office was not receiving any application for the permission let-
ter after the expiry of the above-mentioned date.—APP

Cantt Boards
advise
taxpayers to
pay taxes hy
June 28

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
and Chaklala Cantonment
Boards have advised the
taxpayers to pay their prop-
erty taxes, conservancy
taxes, and water charges
for the current year by June
28 and receive a 10 percent
discount.  The property
owners failing to pay the
taxes and other charges by
the deadline would be fac-
ing monetary penalties.
According to an RCB spokes-
man, “The board have sent
all the outstanding bills to its
taxpayers. However, the indi-
viduals who did not receive
these bills could contact the
RCB main office or RCB
Care Centre to avail of the 10
percent discount on taxes.”-
For more information and
queries about the discount
on property tax and other
RCB-related matters, the
residents could contact the
board office, he added.

He informed that special ar-
rangements had been made
to facilitate the taxpayers.
He further informed that
RCB on the directives of
the Cantonment Executive
Officer (CEO) had started a
survey to identify dangerous
buildings. The Board had di-
rected the owners of the old
buildings to take all possible
precautionary measures and
get the dangerous buildings
repaired before the start of
monsoon rains. He informed
that after completing the sur-
vey, notices would be issued
to the owners under Sec-
tion-126 of the Cantonment
Act, 1924 and they would
be directed to vacate or
demolish their dilapidated
commercial and residential
properties.—APP

Asad
Mehmood
calls for

review of
FATA merger

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Communication, Asad Me-
hmood, on Sunday urged
the government to thor-
oughly review the merger
of the FATA in light of the
ongoing challenges faced by
the region. Speaking on the
floor of the National Assem-
bly, the minister emphasized
the need to ascertain the de-
sires of the people of FATA
through a referendum.
Minister Mehmood high-
lighted that although pro-
gress has been observed
in the FATA areas, it is
crucial to obtain first-
hand information about
the issues faced by the
local population. He
urged government offi-
cials to personally visit
the area and assess the
ground realities to gain
a comprehensive un-
derstanding. Regarding
the ongoing discussions
about appointments with-
in Pakistan Post, the min-
ister clarified that the
matter is currently under
review by the committee.
He assured the House that
details of the findings will
be shared once the com-
mittee.—APP
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tion expert. Nutrition Expert Dr Zahid Rizwan informed
that mangoes and its nutrients have several health bene-
fits, such as it improves immunity and the digestive health
system as some polyphenols found in the fruit might even
lower the risk of certain cancers, he said while talking to a
private news channel. Commenting on its most impressive

joy pleasant weather condi-
tions amid scorching heat
that gripped various parts
of the country. According
to a private news channel,
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) :.»L.rl.f Py
Departments

922133443
9208301-04

---------- 9255505356;(;5l nutri%nt factslis él;;t ]lfli}tl 1 Ic)1‘1]pf(165_>tgra_msc) ?}f.fresht manigo area was attracting a large —-u'~'£ ki JJ’?LJJL-:G’L&;E.-M;L
,,,,,, provides nearly 67% of the DV for vitamin C this watersolu- | number of tourists this . -
...................... 5770886 | Dle vitamin aids the immune system, helps the body absorb | gy er season from all the e LA L UV "UILIEH! e e

iron, and promotes cell growth. He explained that Mangoes
are also a good source of minerals copper and folate, which
are especially important nutrients during pregnancy, as
they support healthy fetal growth and development. Man-
goes are low in calories yet high in nutrients particularly
vitamin C, which aids immunity, iron absorption.—APP

provinces where owners of
hotels, plazas and houses
were earning almost double
compared to the previous
years. With a heavy influx of
domestic tourists.—APP
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
Rice Research and De-
velopment Board Punjab
Shahzad Ali Malik Sunday
stressed the urgent need
for the promotion of an
agro-based industry that’s
of immense importance to
the country’s economy.

He said agro-industry con-
tributes to GDP, earns
foreign exchange through
exports, promotes rural
development, ensures food
security, and adds value to
agricultural products.
Talking to a delegation of
progressive farmers led Dr
Muhammad Arshad Javed,
he said a strong and vi-
brant agro-based industry
is crucial for sustainable
economic growth, poverty
reduction and overall de-
velopment, says a press
release.He said the agro-
based industry is crucial
for ensuring food security
in Pakistan. With a growing
population, it is essential to
have a robust agricultural
sector that can produce an
adequate quantity of food to
meet the domestic demand,
he added. Shahzad Ali that
value addition enhances the
economic viability of agri-
cultural products and in-
creases their shelf life, mar-
ketability, and profitability.
He said value-added prod-
ucts from the agro-based
industry, such as processed
foods, textiles, leather
goods, and pharmaceuti-
cals, have a higher value in
both domestic and interna-
tional markets, contributing
to higher revenues and eco-
nomic growth.—APP

AIOU unvelils
admission
plan for
autumn 2023

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has issued an action plan for
the admissions of Autumn
Semester 2023 for the con-
venience and guidance of
students as per the direction
of the Vice Chancellor AIOU,
Prof Dr. Nasir Mahmood.
According to the AIOU, In-
formation Counters will be
set up to provide information
related to admissions to stu-
dents in all regional offices
including the main campus
of the university, Facilita-
tion Centers are also being
activated in regional offices
to guide students. AIOU will
also set up Prospectus sale
points across the country to
facilitate the students at the
nearest places to their resi-
dences.

Admissions for the first
phase of Semester Autumn
2023 will commence from
July 15, while the admis-
sions for the second phase
will start from September 1
across the country. —APP

A time-travel novel that will open
new possibilities for young writers

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ac-
claimed story writer Mazha-
rul Islam has come up with
his latest work, a time-travel
novel “Sarus Crane Apnay
Khwabon mai say Urh kar
ja Chukay Hain” or “Sarus
Cranes have flown out of
their Dreams.” In the nov-
el the author has experi-
mented surrealism, reality,
time-travel and magic real-
ism all in one book and ap-
parently he has succeeded
in it.

Of many reasons that make
the novel popular, one is
obvious that he never drifts
along the waters and has al-
ways created his own path.
The second and equally
important is that it is the
first-ever ‘time travel’ novel
in Urdu literature. It takes
the reader down the ages,
for instance, from the con-
temporary 21st century to
18th century and shows how
rich the traditions of the
past were and how deeply

people felt about love, art,
books, birds and music.

The novel in a way is a frank
commentary on the redun-
dant and superficial life of
today and the longer the
protagonist (a man-turned
sarus crane) flies into past,
the more he realizes that the
pure relations are dying and
falsehood is prevailing in so-

ciety.“The novel is in fact a
blend of reality, fantasy, time
travel and surrealism,” said
Mazharul Islam adding he
has tried to weave all these
ingredients into one roman-
tic cord. And he is successful
in this as the reader while
going through the 169-page
book finds glimpses of an-
cient traditions of mystics,

Hafiz and Rumi, anecdotes
of the holy saints, referenc-
es to Bible and Quran, men-
tion of Greek and Mughal
Sultans (how they endeared
Sarus Crane and other birds
of its clan and considered
them messengers of love,
purity and wisdom). For
time travel, Mazhar has
used the ancient means, one

Mazharul Islam’s latest novel combines surrealism with reality

that Sufis used i.e. dream.
Through dream the protag-
onist, a modern man of the
21st Century turns into a
sarus crane and sets off on
a long journey in search of
his ladylove who is waiting
for him in 18th Century. The
protagonist during his flight
through ages comes across
different times and cities

and learns about the peo-
ple’s views, lifestyle, habits
and temperament. Islam, as
is he known for, uses quite
unique unusual names, sym-
bols and metaphors which
strike rightly at the heart of
the readers and brings home
his point of view without
saying it all. Some of these
are like, “Apahaj Logon Ka
Shehr” or “Disabled Peo-
ple’s City” “Ashiana-e-Wafa”
“Yad Mahal” “Phool Gali”
“Atar Gali” “Sukh Chain Gali”
“Parinda Gali” and “Darvesh
Gali” etc. “Sarus Crane” has
gone ahead of my first novel
“A Symphony of Dead Flow-
ers” not only in terms of cre-
ative freedom but also due
to the wide range of subjects
that have been discussed
here, said he. The author has
dedicated the book to Chair-
person of the Parveen Shakir
Trust, Parveen Qadir Agha,
Rana Seerat, Nargis Sethi,
Saleem Sethi, Seerat Asghar
and Dr Rauf Niazi. Published
by Sang-e-Meel, the book is
available at the bookstores
for Rs1600/-.

BRI tones up new
pattern of globalization

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)
is marking its first decade
with flying colors by toning
up a new pattern of global
connectivity and economic
development.

Launched in 2013, BRI has
evolved into a comprehen-
sive framework encompass-
ing infrastructure devel-
opment, trade facilitation,
financial cooperation, and
cultural exchanges across
Asia, Europe, Africa, and
beyond. As we reflect on
its journey so far, it be-
comes evident that BRI
carries both regional and
international  indispensa-
bility, with the potential to
anchor economic miracles,
adapt to challenges, and
contribute to sustainable
development. According to
a Gwadar Pro’s report, so
far, China has inked more
than 200 BRI cooperation
agreements with 151 coun-
tries and 32 international
organizations. As econom-
ic globalization is reeling
with unseen upheavals and
global economic recovery is
in deep water, BRI's global
aura becomes a silver lining
showing a more important
role in boosting the eco-
nomic growth of relevant

countries and regions. BRI
plays a crucial role in ad-
vancing world progress by
fostering economic devel-
opment, promoting trade,
and enhancing cultural
understanding.  Through
massive investments in
infrastructure projects,
including roads, railways,
ports, and energy facili-
ties, BRI creates new op-
portunities for economic
growth and job creation.
By improving connectivi-
ty and reducing logistical
bottlenecks, the initiative
facilitates the movement
of goods and services, ena-
bling businesses to expand
their reach and access new
markets. A research re-
port released by the World
Bank in 2019 showed that
transportation infrastruc-
ture projects under BRI, if
fully implemented, would
generate $1.6 trillion in
benefits annually in global
revenue by 2030 — account-
ing for 1.3 percent of glob-
al GDP. BRI was proposed
by China, yet it generates
opportunities and benefits
for the entire world. For
example, the China-Europe
railway connects Chinese
cities to Poland, Germany,
and other European coun-
tries, and 16,000 freight
trains operated in both di-
rections last year. In the
science and education sec-

tor, the Chinese Academy
of Sciences has established
10 overseas science and ed-
ucation centers, launched
more than 100 research
collaboration projects with
BRI countries, and trained
nearly 5,000 high-level sci-
entists.

One of the remarkable
characteristics of BRI is
its adaptability to evolving
challenges and its commit-
ment to resilience and sus-
tainability. Recognizing the
importance of addressing
environmental  concerns,
BRI has incorporated the
concept of the Green Silk
Road, emphasizing eco-
logical cooperation, clean
energy, and sustainable de-
velopment.

Efforts are being made to
prioritize  environmental-
ly friendly infrastructure
projects, promote green
finance, and ensure that en-
vironmental considerations
are integrated into the plan-
ning and implementation
processes. BRI promotes
green, sustainable develop-
ment. It encourages coop-
eration in green infrastruc-
ture, green energy, and
green finance, aligning with
the UN 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.
The initiative also empha-
sizes collaboration in pub-
lic health, with China and
its BRI partners working

together to combat and pre-
vent epidemics, enhance
public health research and
development, and improve
global public health gov-
ernance. In terms of resil-
ience, BRI has shown its
ability to adapt to changing
circumstances and navigate
through geopolitical chal-
lenges. It has demonstrat-
ed flexibility in responding
to feedback and concerns
from participating coun-
tries and international
stakeholders. The initiative
has evolved its project eval-
uation and risk assessment

mechanisms, enhancing
transparency, account-
ability, and governance

standards.  bilateral and
multilateral ~ cooperation
mechanisms, such as the
BRI Forum, participating
countries are given a plat-
form to address concerns,
share best practices, and
build consensus on the way
forward.

As China strives to build a
modern socialist country,
it will continue to promote
the Belt and Road cooper-
ation, delivering tangible
benefits to people and
contributing to global eco-
nomic recovery. The focus
remains on high-quality,
sustainable, and mutually
beneficial cooperation, fos-
tering a shared future for
mankind.

Citizens urge
authorities to
repair bumpy

roads

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi citizens have urged the au-
thorities concerned to repair bumpy and accident-prone
roads as these have not been repaired and re-carpeted
for many years and travelling on these dilapidated roads
has been causing inconvenience for motorists. The resi-
dents of several city areas have demanded the authorities
concerned to pay attention on urgent repairs of broken
roads which are not only causing traffic jams but also en-
danger public safety. According to the citizens, several
roads have developed potholes and causing hazards for
commuters. The broken roads included Kashmir Road,
Range Road, Allahabad Road, Tench Bhatta Road, Chor
to Masrial Road, Tippu Road, Zakria Masjid Road, Tran-
sit Camp Road, Dhoke Ratta, Workshop Road, Marrir
Chowk Road, PAF Chowk to Committee Chowk Road,
Bostan Khan Road, Westridge Bazaar Road, Gawalmandi
Road, Faroog-i-Azam Road, Sadigabad and Rehmanabad
Roads, Railway Road, Dehri Hassanabad and several oth-
er roads. In the last two years, Municipal Corporation
did not launch any major uplift project while Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board paid attention to some areas and left
several others neglected. The roads from Marrir Chowk
to Gawalmandi, Westridge Bazaar to Allahabad, Kashmir
Road and others have developed ditches. The residents
of the downtown are disturbed over the situation and have
demanded of the provincial government to fulfill its prom-
ise of launching public welfare projects. “I daily travel on
Gawalmandi Road to Saddar and my vehicle has developed
faults due to the broken road. Will the authorities concerned
compensate us if our vehicle gets damaged due to the bro-
ken roads,” said Altaf, a resident of Gawalmandi. Najam of
Allahabad said his motorcycle developed faults due to the
potholes on Allahabad Road and it was difficult for middle
class people to spend heavy amounts on repair of their ve-
hicles. Sajid Khan, a resident of Kashmiri Bazaar said that
residents of the area had been facing problems due to the
bad condition of several city roads. Travel on the roads is
time and fuel consuming, he added. Open manholes in sev-
eral city areas are also endangering the lives of the motorists
and pedestrian alike, he added. —APP

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi De-
velopment Authority (RDA) on
the directives of Director Gen-
eral (DG), Muhammad Saif
Anwar Jappa has intensified its
ongoing operation against the
rules violators including illegal
housing societies and unlawful
constructions.

RDA spokesman Hafiz Irfan
while talking to APP informed
that the authority had also
issued notices to the owners
of two illegal private housing
schemes namely Century
Town and Royal Residencia/
Royal Apna Ghar. The Met-
ropolitan Planning and Traf-
fic Engineering (MP&TE)
Directorate issued notices
to the owners of two Cen-
tury Town situated at mou-
za Bagga Sheikh, Bagga
Miana and Bagga Sangral
and Royal Residencia/Royal
Apna Ghar at mouza Paryal
at Aagahi Syedan and Jod-
rian Road. He informed
that First Information Re-
ports were also registered
against the owners of illegal
housing schemes, namely
Aurangzaib and Aoun by
Rawat Police Station and
Chaudhry Zeeshan Aslam by
Chakri Police Station. RDA
enforcement squad during an
operation against illegal and
unauthorized  commercial
buildings sealed 21 commer-
cial properties in Mouza Pan-
jgaran on Kallar Syedan and
Chak Beli Khan Road.—APP

PES finalizes plan to help citizens
during Eid ul Azha holidays

RAWALPINDI: The Punjab
Emergency Service (PES)
has finalized arrangements
for Eid-ul-Azha and directed
all its wings to remain on
high alert in all tehsils of
the district during the Eid
holidays. The Rescue-1122
Rawalpindi’s Emergency Am-
bulance, Rescue Motorbike
Service, and Fire Service
would remain on high alert
throughout the district to as-
sist the citizens in emergen-
cies during Eid-ul-Azha hol-
idays, said the Rescue-1122
spokesperson, Muhammad

Usman Gujjar. He informed
that District Emergency Of
ficer Rescue 1122 had direct-
ed the officials concerned to

utilize all available resources
to provide help to the victims
of emergencies. Emergency
service posts had been set
up at cattle markets where
trained emergency paramed-
ical staff was available to en-
sure emergency assistance
in case of any emergency,
he added. “If there is flash
flooding during Eid holidays,
Rescue-1122 will be ready to
better deal with emergencies
in all districts,” he said. In
Rawalpindi, special duties of
rescue personnel had been
deployed in control rooms,
emergency rescue stations,
emergency ambulances, fire
tenders, rescue and recovery
vehicles, special vehicles,

water bowsers and motor-
bike ambulances, he said
adding, moreover, the key
points would be set up in
cattle markets of Rawalpindi
and all other tehsils during
on Eid while Eid Gah Sharif,
Children Park Gawalmandi,
Liaquat Bagh Ground, Jamia
Masjid Faizan Madina Adiala
Road, Captain Bilal Shaheed
Chowk Chaklala Scheme-
three, 22 number Chungi
and Rawal Park, Kuri Road
during Eid-ul-Azha holidays.

The rescue posts would also
be set up at Central Jamia
Masjid Tehsil Gujjar Khan,
Central Jamia Ghousia Ma-
sumia Masjid Tehsil Kalar
Syedan, Central Eidgah.—APP

Dialysis
facilityto he
available
atTHQ

RAWALPINDI: Caretaker
Provincial Minister for
Primary Health Punjab
Dr Jamal Nasir has said
that dialysis facility would
be available to kidney pa-
tients at THQ Murree
from July 15. The minister
told APP that the hospi-
tal’s operation theatre
would be made functional
within a week while the
hospital’s capacity of 82
beds had been restored.
He said that to overcome
the shortage of para-med-
ical staff,14 more nurses
had been appointed.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Labbrers are busy in their wdrk at Kernal Sher Khan Shahéed Road as it is

a surprising for people that after inauguration by PM,they uproot the newly constructed
road for making underpass for Eidgah road, which is a question mark on the performance
of concern authority.—Online
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Putin’s response to
an attempted ‘coup’

E ubris. Originally a Greek word, in its English and Russian forms it

has come to connote arrogance, haughtiness and excessive pride.

Perhaps the most apposite definition at a moment when the Rus-
sian people stare aghast at their president, Vladimir Putin, and the chaos
he is causing would be “overweening presumption”. Whichever definition
is preferred, all accurately describe the fatal flaw that has brought Pu-
tin, chief architect of the disastrous Ukraine war, to the perilous place he
and Russia occupy today.Facing an armed rebellion led by a man he once
counted among his most loyal cronies, Putin seems barely able to believe
what is happening in southern Russia. His hasty speech on national televi-
sion, and the violent and threatening language he employed, well reflected
the shock he appeared to be experiencing. How dare Yevgeny Prigozhin,
a former Kremlin caterer risibly nicknamed “Putin’s chef”, challenge his
authority so fundamentally? The depth of his incredulity is yet another
measure of his hubris. Putin was spitting blood on TV, at least metaphori-
cally speaking. By seizing Rostov-on-Don, Prigozhin and his Wagner group
forces were guilty of “armed mutiny”, he snarled. “This is a stab in the
back of our troops and the people of Russia.” Yet an even bigger offence,
he implied, was their “attempt to subvert us from inside”. Us, meaning
Putin himself. Putin knows that, while this may primarily be a military
confrontation, it is deeply political - and personal - too. After such a pan-
icky, illjudged initial response, how Putin handles this crisis will be closely
watched at home and abroad. He must, if he can, ensure the loyalty of his
generals, the regular armed forces and the tens of thousands of more or
less reluctant conscripts. A fierce critic of the high command, Prigozhin
has demanded Russia’s top general, Valery Gerasimov, and defence min-
ister, Sergei Shoigu, surrender to him. To comply would be to show fatal
weakness. But what if other elements in the army, navy and air force share
Prigozhin’s disdain for the conduct of the war, in which uncounted thou-
sands of Russian troops have lost their lives? Putin may be about to find
out. The ease with which Wagner overran Rostov could point to wider
disaffection. Russia’s soldiers on the ground in eastern and southern
Ukraine are already under intense pressure from Kyiv's counteroffen-
sive. Latest reports suggest the Wagner forces have been instructed
to halt their advance on Moscow. Further face-saving negotiation is
possible, too, although it is hard to see how Prigozhin survives in his
current role. By far the best short-term outcome would be for Putin to
recognise the extraordinary damage his “special military operation” is
doing to Russia as well as to Ukraine, stop the war and withdraw his
troops. Sadly, that’s unlikely. Why? It’s that word hubris again.
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Preoccupation with
‘China threat’ groundless

Ithough US President Joe Biden and Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi tried to keep China out of the spotlight dur-

jng the latter’s just-concluded state visit to the United States,
there was no hiding the fact that the two leaders wanted something
from each other with China in mind.
The specific wording of their joint statement can be parsed for in-
sinuations about China. But the outcomes of Modi’s visit show that
neither has an objective view of the international situation, with both
leaders reportedly saying that the US-India partnership “will define
the next century”. That is wishful thinking. While as a marriage
of convenience, Washington and New Delhi may choose to regard
each other as “closest partners”, they fail to see the world today
is not what it was several decades ago. The world order is not a
unipolar one any more when the US, with the help of its friends,
could call the shots on major global issues and ride roughshod
over other countries. Multilateralism has prevailed in internation-
al relations and economic globalization can hardly be reversed
when emerging economies have turned out to be an important force
for the development of the world economy. It is against this backdrop
that China as the world’s second-largest economy speaks up for the
interests of the majority of emerging economies and has done what
it can to help with the development of underdeveloped countries. It
is against this backdrop that China has put forward the Global Devel-
opment Initiative, Global Security Initiative and Global Civilization
Initiative for the building of a community with a shared future for
mankind. China does not pose a threat to any country. What China is
trying to do is promote the reform of the global governance system
for the benefit of a majority of countries. Instead of seeking hegem-
onic status, China seeks to cooperate with all countries for mutual
benefit, which has found expression in its Belt and Road Initiative
and the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership between
China and neighboring countries. China seeks to develop relations
with both the US and India, and has reiterated that the border
disputes with India should be settled through talks. If the leaders
of the US and India consider China to be the ghost at their feast
as CNN put it, it is only because they are too narrow-minded and
selfish to see the world from a broader perspective. It may also be
because the US is a ghost of its former self.

Is Russia imploding from inside?

Qamar Bashir

he Wagner Group, an armed to the teeth, quasi-mil-

itary outfit created by Russia to accomplish illegal

tasks that the regular army could not do due to
the Geneva Convention, and was engaged in dirty work in
Ukraine, Syria, Libya, and the Central African Republic,
with a sudden change of heart, turned against its creator,
and by pulling out from Ukraine, marched toward Russian
City of Rostov and captured it today, June 24th. After
taking Rostov, the group boasted that the city embraced
them with open arms and joined them in the struggle
against the injustice and anarchy inflicted on Russia by
Putin’s government. The Wagner Group, led by Yevgeny
Prigozhin, has threatened to advance toward Moscow to
challenge Putin, which analysts describe as a mutiny, coup
attempt, and forerunner of civil war and an existential
threat to Russia, never seen before. The Ukrainian govern-
ment has described the coup attempt as an utter defeat of
the Russian military and a sign of huge victory by Ukraine
against the mighty bear.
Putin was visibly enraged in his hastily organized broadcast
address in the early hours of Saturday, June 24, 2023, when
he accused Wagner’s leader of ‘treason’ and vowed to ‘neu-
tralize’ the revolt with all mighty Russian armed forces. He
ordered Wagner group head Yevgeny Prigozhin to surren-
der, declaring that “the fate of our people is being decided,”
accusing Wagner of “armed mutiny” to implode Russia from
within and an insult to those fighting on the front.
Putin vented his rage and frustration after Prigozhin
claimed in a series of videos posted on social media early
Saturday that his forces had taken over the headquarters of
the Southern Military District (SMD) in Rostov-on-Don and
demanded that the defence minister, Sergei Shoigu, and

Russia’s top general, Valery Gerasimov, come to the city
1,000 kilometers (620 miles) south of Moscow to witness
their defeat. Yevgeny Prigozhin while sitting between two
renowned Russian generals, also announced that his men
had also taken control of all military facilities in Voronezh,
about 310 miles south of Moscow. Earlier in response to the
claims, the chief of Russia’s military intelligence agency,
Gen Vladimir Aleksyyev, called Wagner’s decision a stab in
the back of the country and the president, as well as a dec-
laration of war against the Russian military. Meanwhile, the
authorities announced a state of emergency and canceled
all large-scale events and beefed up security in and around
Moscow to reflect the gravity of the threat. For most of us,
the “Wagner group” is unknown, and many of us may have
no idea about its size, command, purpose, or objective,
but this group has posed an enormous threat to Russia’s
very existence as Russia’s armed resources are deployed
against Ukraine, and any possible threat within the country
would be a nightmare for military strategists and planners
to effectively counter any uprising, mutiny, or coup which
may require Moscow to either pull back Russian troops
from Ukraine and pit them against battle hardened Wagner
group and its sympathizers which are increasing after every
passing day, or re-strategize deployment of the military on
two fronts one outside and the other inside the country.
This would imply an unambiguous win for Ukraine and
other countries that backed it up against Russia’s alleged
unjustified aggression. This will cast doubt on the fate of
Russia’s president and may result in massive upheavals on
the political, military, and social fronts, giving the majority
of Russians nightmares and a perfect reason to rejoice for
Ukrainians and its western allies. In the worst-case scenar-
io, Putin in his frustration, may decide to end the war with
the use of weapons of mass destruction or with the deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons as a last resort.

Given that Putin, with his KGB track record, is not going to
yield so easily, we can expect a lot of Russian blood spilled
on Russian soil., but if the rate of desertion in the army
increases and there is a popular uprising, then number of
Putin’s rule are numbered to much relief to the Ukrainian
and other countries in the region, as well as the entire West-
ern Europe and Americans, which by now must have been
putting their heads together to find out ways and means to
support the Wagner Group to an extent that it remove Putin
from power, followed by installing a friendly government in
Moscow which would no more be a threat to their interest
in the region.

The Wagner Group, a Russian private military organization,
originally gained international prominence for its alleged

involvement in several wars, including those in Ukraine,
Syria, Libya, and the Central African Republic, where it al-
legedly offered military support to the Russian government.
The group was formed and raised under the supervision of
Russia’s President, and it was used to destabilize countries
deemed to be threats to Russia’s interests. Russia used to
achieve all of its nasty objectives with this organization that
a normal army could not. The Wagner Group is comparable
to private military contractors in the United States such
as Academi (formerly Blackwater), Triple Canopy, and Dy-
nCorp International. These firms provide a number of ser-
vices to the US government, including security, training,
and logistics, and they are utilized to get around the norms
and regulations that regulate the employment of the US mil-
itary. Wagner Group, like Blackwater, is not bound by the
same rules and regulations as the Russian military, giving it
more leeway to operate in sensitive areas and protect Rus-
sian interests in foreign countries, including but not limited
to gathering intelligence on foreign governments and mili-
taries, training and equipping local militias, and conducting
covert operations.

The Group is led and funded by Yevgeny Prigozhin, a for-
mer close associate of President Vladimir Putin who is now
his fiercest adversary, and it commands over 50,000 fully
equipped army, many of them are former Russian military
personnel and a sizable number of foreign fighters, includ-
ing South Africans, Serbians, and Americans. The group
has tremendous military resources and a diverse arsenal
of weapons, including tanks, artillery, and air defense sys-
tems, as well as a fleet of helicopters and airplanes. It is
also wellfunded, with cash coming from both the Russian
government and private individuals and corporations, al-
lowing it to function autonomously in a number of coun-
tries throughout the world. Its troops, weapons, and money
make it a powerful force, and it has played a pivotal role in
a number of conflicts, including the mostly unlikely one,
against its own creator, Mr. Putin.

Now that the same group that was formed to defend Rus-
sia’s interests has turned against its own creator, this is a
significant development with potentially farreaching con-
sequences, especially since the entire Western world and
Americans will throw all of their resources, military might,
logistical and military hardware in its support. The reper-
cussions of the Wagner Group rebelling against the Russian
government would be determined by a variety of factors, in-
cluding the scale and severity of the rebellion, the Russian
government’s response, and the actions of other countries.
However, it is apparent that such a development would pose
a significant security risk to Russia and the rest of the globe.

There could be several scenarios especially when almost
200,000 Russian forces are committed to war in Ukraine.
One scenario could be that Trained in guerilla warfare,
the Wagner Group may decide to split into a number of
smaller, independent groups to make it more difficult for
the Russian government to track and monitor the group,
especially if the Russian population begins to support it in
the aftermath of Putin’s oppressive policies. In the worst-
case scenario, the Russian government may be overthrown,
and the entire country may descend into a civil war aided
by other countries. The second scenario may be that the
Russian government may triumph because its war machine
is formidable, with 1.15 million active-duty and at least two
million reserve personnel. The Russian military is now the
world’s fifth-largest military force, comprising ground forc-
es, the navy, aerospace forces, strategic rocket forces, and
airborne forces. These forces were well-armed, with tanks,
artillery, aircraft, and missiles, as well as a substantial quan-
tity of dangerous nuclear weapons. The third scenario, es-
pecially in the absence of large-scale dissertations and pub-
lic uprisings, could the annihilations of Wagner. The forth
and the most dreadful scenario could be the use of nuclear
weapons which if God forbid, materializes will inflict untold
miseries to the people of the entire globe.

History has shown that war is never a solution to any
problem. A government obsessed and drunk by its mili-
tary strength may start a war, but in order to achieve their
goals, they must contend with many known causes as well
as numerous unknown factors, especially coming from
some least expected sources, such as the Wagner group’s
rebellion against Russia. Russia, like any other country,
has once again understood that war is not an option for
resolving disputes and conflicts. It simply leads to loss of
life, property destruction, and economic disruption. It gen-
erates new adversaries and makes resolving future disputes
amicably more difficult, resulting in long-term instability
and insecurity. There are always other methods to settle
problems than fighting. Negotiation and consultation allow
the parties to reach a mutually acceptable solution that
considers both parties’ interests. In the context of the Rus-
sian-Ukrainian conflict, there were various possibilities for
discussion and consultation. However, these chances were
not taken advantage of, and the conflict escalated into war,
disrupting the region that would take years to recover from.
Parties to conflicts, such as the Russian-Ukrainian conflict,
must strive to resolve their differences through dialog and
debate rather than war. This is the sole way to ensure that
issues are resolved peacefully while also ensuring the re-
gion’s long-term security.

Iran’s geopolitical realignment with Russia and China

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

tionship between the East and the West and has in-

stead embraced Russia and China. The withdrawal of
the United States from the nuclear deal has left Iranian
leaders pessimistic about any prospects for a relationship
with Washington. Initially, Tehran agreed to sign the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) with the Obama
administration, expecting substantial reductions in its
nuclear program in exchange for a significant lifting of
US economic sanctions. Consistent with its long-standing
goal of maintaining distance from Washington, Tehran was
pleased that the JCPOA allowed it to avoid normalizing
relations with its adversary while still benefiting econom-
ically from resumed oil exports and foreign investments.
However, after the US withdrawal from the nuclear deal,
Iran concluded that Washington’s policy towards Tehran
was unreliable, and that the US political class could not be
influenced. The limited ability or willingness of European
countries to defend the 2015 agreement further frustrated
the Iranian leadership. Additionally, internal factors such
as pressure from hardliners to strengthen the country’s
military capabilities, economic weaknesses, and challeng-
es to the continuity of the political system sparked intense
debates on Iran’s foreign policy. Although the Iranian for-
eign and defense policy bureaucracy had decided to reor-
ient Iranian relations towards China and Russia as early
as 2019, concrete steps in that direction were taken only
during the administration of Hassan Rouhani in August.
The Rouhani delegation’s deliberate delays during negoti-
ations with the US and the broader international commu-
nity, aimed at potentially reviving the JCPOA, serve as a
clear indication of this decision. Since President Ibrahim
Raisi’s inauguration on August 5, 2021, the eastward axis
has assumed a more prominent role. Raisi’s presidency
has brought coherence to the overall policy of the Iranian
political system, with a focus on maintaining the status
quo. This shift was necessary after Rouhani’s presidency,
which saw somewhat liberal administrators surrounding
the bureaucracy. Throughout the history of the Islamic
Republic, Iran’s legislative and judicial branches have con-
sistently demonstrated loyalty to the status quo. However,

E ran has departed from its traditionally balanced rela-

with each change of president, the executive branch has
had the opportunity to fill approximately 11,000 admin-
istrative positions across the country with like-minded
individuals.

Under the conservative Raisi government, the three
branches are determined to maintain the current inertia
and coherence of the Islamic Republic. Iran is now pursu-
ing a two-pronged foreign policy approach: a strong shift
towards Russia and China, while simultaneously making fur-
ther concessions on its nuclear program to create the im-
pression that another deal is possible. The implementation
of the first approach is being done quietly, while the second
approach is receiving wide publicity. Despite lacking sup-
port from the general public, particularly the educated and
professional classes, Iran has persisted in its turn to the
East. Discussions about the country’s foreign policy direc-
tion have been confined to the upper ruling class circles.
However, three main reasons can be identified for Iran’s
growing alliance with China and Russia.

Firstly, Iran has a longstanding policy of avoiding normal-
ization with the United States due to concerns about the
consequences it would have on the current political system,
domestic politics, economy, and culture. The Iranian leader-
ship fears that increased presence of American companies,
academic institutions, and civil society organizations would
erode their grip on power. Anti-American sentiment also
serves to unite the revolutionary class and prevent more
pragmatic or internationally-minded groups from gaining
power. Secondly, there is a belief among the Iranian revo-
lutionary class that rapprochement with the United States
would lead to significant and undesirable changes in the po-
litical system. They argue that concessions on the nuclear
program alone would be insufficient, and that Iran would
eventually have to capitulate completely to the US, reviving
memories of the 1953 US-British coup. The revolutionary
class, deeply involved in the political and economic arenas of
the state, is unwilling to relinquish power or make structur-
al concessions that could facilitate a liberal takeover. Lastly,
Iran has historically prioritized its national security over
economic development. The reliance on energy exports
has provided revenue to sustain the political system. Iran’s
active foreign policy is primarily directed towards neigh-
boring and foreign countries, driven by its national securi-
ty ideology and a strategy of expanding regional influence
vis- -vis major Arab states, Israel, and the United States.
Turkey remains one of the few countries in the region with
which Iran has maintained stable relations. In recent years,
Tehran has forged a military alliance with a significant ex-
ternal power, Russia. Moreover, Iran’s missile and drone ca-
pabilities, along with its geopolitical influence in the region,
have served as an effective deterrent strategy. However,
these notions of national security, threat perceptions, and
statecraft leave little room for promoting economic growth
in a globalized economy. This is in stark contrast to neigh-
boring countries such as Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Israel, and
the United Arab Emirates, which have intentionally focused
on economic diversification, high-tech industries, renewa-

ble energy, and attracting foreign direct investment (FDI).
These countries concentrate their efforts on economic de-
velopment while maintaining a balance between the West
and the East, capitalizing on support from both Beijing
and Moscow. They benefit from European and American
financial and technology sectors, making substantial profits
by selling in those markets. In contrast, economic develop-
ment is not a priority for Iranian leadership. Instead, Iran
dedicates a significant portion of its resources to internal
and national security. As a result, even a complete political
and economic shift away from the West does not threaten
Iranian state-owned companies or have a significant impact
on them. Conversely, Western companies and banks have
excluded Iran as a potential market due to US and Europe-
an sanctions. Consequently, Iran’s turn towards the East
will likely reduce its economy to selling fossil fuels to China
and other Asia-Pacific countries in exchange for imports of
raw materials. However, these clients are unlikely to invest
in Iranian industries due to the restrictions imposed by cur-
rent sanctions. Thus, the only plausible investment oppor-
tunities for Iran may come in the form of barter, where Iran
could export oil in exchange for infrastructure development
without involving financial transactions.

The timing of Iran’s leadership decision to reduce political
and economic dependence on the West, particularly Eu-
rope, is significant. The strategic choice was made at a high
level to prevent dissenting views within the country. Iran’s
deepening ties with Russia and China not only risk jeopard-
izing its foreign economic relations but also contribute to
maintaining progress on its nuclear program as a strategic
component of its national security doctrine.

Moscow sees Iran’s anti-American sentiment as a highly
valuable geostrategic asset. In a sense, Iran serves as the
Belarus of southern Russia. Historically, Russia has consist-
ently aimed to keep Iran out of the Western orbit, a policy
that has spanned the Russian Empire, the Soviet Union, and
the current Russian Federation. Iran is set to receive 24
Su-35 fighter jets and Russia’s S-400 air defense system,
while Tehran has provided Moscow with low-cost drones
and weapons systems. Additionally, the two countries coop-
erate in the energy sector, with Russia reportedly supplying
Iran with 30,000 tons of diesel fuel in early 2023. However,
it remains uncertain whether Russia’s technological limita-
tions in the energy sector will hinder the effective imple-
mentation of these plans. While military relations with Rus-
sia have expanded since the invasion of Ukraine, there are
other motivations behind Iran’s desire to strengthen ties
with Moscow. Two main reasons stand out. Firstly, Tehran
seeks access to classified information about US and Israe-
li operations against Iran. Secondly, Iran believes Moscow
can provide political and intelligence support during the
transition period for Iran’s third supreme leader. These ex-
pectations align with Russia’s fundamental interests regard-
ing Iran and the West, regardless of whether Vladimir Putin
remains in power.Iran has reached a point where it can no
longer rely solely on internal controls and regional deter-
rence to maintain the political system. Israel’s approach of

establishing security partnerships with non-Arab countries
has now extended to the South Caucasus and Central Asian
regions. Furthermore, most of Iran’s Arab neighbors cur-
rently maintain diplomatic relations with Israel; thereby
increasing US influence vis- -vis Tehran. Faced with limit-
ed foreign policy options, including the possibility of rein-
stating the JCPOA and diminishing prospects of reaching
a modus vivendi with the United States in the context of
Russia-Western relations, Iran seeks to secure its position
in a changing regional landscape and safeguard the continu-
ity of its political system. In this context, as long as Russia’s
interests conflict with those of the West, Moscow is likely
to exert considerable effort to protect the Islamic Republic
of Iran. In contrast to Russia’s strategic calculations, China
has primarily focused on political and trade relations with
Iran. China has cautiously worked alongside the United
States in the Middle East instead of opposing it. Beijing
maintains significant short- and long-term business and
technological interests in maintaining peace and coopera-
tion with Israel, as well as major Arab countries like Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Moreover, Iran’s oil
imports are crucial for China’s global crude supply. China’s
mediating role between Iran and Saudi Arabia underscores
how its positive relations with the Islamic Republic provide
valuable political leverage in the region, serving its global
rivalry with the United States. Unlike the United States
and Europe, Russia and China do not concern them-
selves with Iran’s internal political system, constitution-
al structure, or governmental machinery. Among Iran’s
three main adversaries the United States, Israel, and
Saudi Arabia - Iran recently recognized the likelihood of
rapprochement with Saudi Arabia, marking a complete
U-turn in March 2023 with the help of Chinese media-
tion. Iran’s decision to compromise with Saudi Arabia
was influenced by various factors, including the political
and financial role of Iranian minorities within Saudi Ara-
bia, as well as Iranian opposition groups in Europe and
the US. Iran apparently made concessions in exchange
for reduced Saudi support for the Iranian opposition in
Yemen. While Yemen holds little value compared to Leba-
non, Iraq, and Syria in terms of Iran’s regional influence,
the shift in Iranian policy demonstrates an effort to adapt
to the evolving geopolitical landscape.

The current direction of Iran’s foreign policy not only
contradicts Beijing’s or Moscow’s overall international
outlook but also aligns with their interests in their tense
relationship with the United States. By aligning with
Russia and China in security and trade, Iran believes it
has secured insurance against any potential adverse UN
Security Council resolutions. Additionally, faced with an
upcoming period of leadership transitions and successions,
Tehran may feel comfortable relying on Moscow and Beijing
for financial, political, and security support. However, the
Iranian political establishment faces a significant challenge.
The social and political environment that emerges as Iran’s
third supreme leader consolidates power will determine the
sustainability of this unbalanced geopolitical realignment.
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From Pack 01
The bill now would go to the
President for assent who
will sign it into a law, and
effective from July 1, 2023.
Speaker National Assembly
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf put all
the amendments proposed
by lawmakers Maulana Ab-
dul Akbar Chitrali, Saira
Bano, Nisar Cheema, Zahra
Wadood Fatimi, Nawab Sher
Waseer, Asiya Azeem, which
were with majority vote; ex-
cept Maulana Abdul Akbar
Chitrali’s amendment, which
was included in the bill by the
Assembly’s approval. Conse-
quently, the amendment
proposed by MQM member
Salahuddin was also reject-
ed by the House.
In light of Senate recom-
mendations, the National
Assembly also approved the
amendments proposed in
the Finance Bill 2023-24 by
the Finance Minister.
The bill, presented in the
House on June 9 by the
Finance minister for con-
sideration, got the approval
of the National Assembly
with certain changes in the
figures related to revenue
targets and other matters
in the budget for the up-
coming fiscal year.
Accordingly, the revenue
target of the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) had in-
creased from Rs9.2 trillion
to Rs 9.415 trillion, provin-
cial revenue from Rs 5.276
trillion to Rs5.39 trillion,
federal government ex-
penditures from Rs 14.46
trillion to Rs 14.48 trillion,
the pension volume from Rs
761 billion to Rs 801 billion,
the subsidy volume would
stand at Rs1.064 trillion,
and the volume of the grant
at Rs. 1.405 trillion.

No double-
pension: Dar

From Pace 01

However, this has now been
limited to 10 years. He
stressed that such reforms
were crucial because the
pension budget had reached
Rs 800 billion, which was
nearly 50 percent less than
the current figure a few
years back. He warned that
without these reforms, it
would become unsustaina-
ble for the country.
Addressing concerns raised
by Ghous Bux Khan Mahar
of the Grand Democratic Al-
liance (GDA) regarding the
withdrawal of the urea sub-
sidy, the minister stated that
the government aimed to
promote local fertilizer pro-
duction and achieve self-suf-
ficiency in this sector.
He mentioned that several
Pakistani companies were
planning to invest over $200
million in the urea production
sector. He assured the House
that the challenges faced by
the agriculture sector, consid-
ered the backbone of the na-
tional economy, would be ad-
dressed in due course of time
through mutual consultation
with all stakeholders.

PTI calls
for revised...

From Pace 01

industries have closed down
and more are being closed;
production of large-scale
manufacturing is affected,
he said. He further con-
tended that the condition
of textile and agriculture
industries is “bad” and
the country’s economy is
shrinking. Accusing the
government of building a
false narrative, the former
foreign minister said: “Rul-
ers cannot hide the facts.”
“The agricultural sector is
suffering from crisis,” he
said, adding that fertilizer
was running out and a 5%
duty has been imposed on
it. He further remarked
that extensive load-shed-
ding was happening across
the country. He said that
the responsibility should be
assigned to another finance
minister. The PTI stalwart
further said that keeping
in view the country’s econ-
omy and state of affairs,
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) had no confi-
dence in Dar. During the
presser, Qureshi also took
issue with what he said was
the government’s failure
to show responsibility fol-
lowing the joint statement
issued by the US and India
earlier this week.
The statement empha-
sised the need for Pa-
kistan to take action
against extremist groups
based in Pakistan. The
PTI leader expressed
shock at the indifference
shown by the country’s
officials in the matter.

Pakistan knocked out of
SAFF Championship 2023

Pakistan, on the other hand, tasted their second successive defeat and they now

will meet Nepal on June 27 in their final Group A outing to fu

DNA

LAHORE: Following a 4-0 demolition at the
hands of holders India in their opener the oth-
er day, it was expected that Pakistan would
give tough time to Kuwait. However, it did not
happen as the nimble-footed Kuwait whipped
the Green Shirts 4-0 in their second show-
down to put them out of the SAFF Champion-
ship 2023 in Bengaluru on Saturday. This was
the second win for Kuwait and they blasted
their way into the semifinals.

Pakistan, on the other hand, tasted their
second successive defeat and they now will
meet Nepal on June 27 in their final Group
A outing to fulfill the formalities.
Meanwhile, in the other show of Group A
hosts India downed Nepal 2-0 to also qualify
for the semifinals with two successive vic-
tories. Kuwait, who had entered the game
after a 3-1 win over Nepal in their opener,
showed great expertise and played tricky
game to keep Pakistan unsettled right from
the first whistle until the end. Hasan Alan-
ezi put Kuwait ahead in the tenth minute
when he capitalised on a pass from Mobar-
ak Alfaneeni. Seven minutes later Mobar-
ak Alfaneeni got a through pass from Ali

Matar and made no mistake and slammed
it into the top left corner to double his
team’s lead. Just before breather Al Fa-
neeni added to Pakistan’s misery when he

<

7

completed his double when smartly assist-
ed by Al-Rashidi. Kuwait were leading 3-0
at half time. Kuwait kept the pressure on
the disorganised Pakistan after the interval

Ifill the formalities

as well and found it easy to inflict rallies
from both wings. In the 69th minute Eid
Al-Rashidi struck a fine goal through solo
effort to seal a huge win for Kuwait, who
are playing as an invitees in the South
Asian region’s major event. Former Pa-
kistan assistant coach Nasir Ismail said
that Pakistan had no organisation against
a better side. “The poor defensive organ-
isation gave big gaps to Kuwait and poor
display by the midfield cost Pakistan the
game,” Nasir told “The News’.

“Pakistani players played individual game.
The decision to put gloveman Yousuf Butt
was wrong and so was playing Hassan
Bashir. It would have been more productive
had the coach given full time to Waheed.
“The diaspora players were exposed in
this match after a complete rest and full
recovery.” Former Pakistan football team
captain Mohammad Essa was disappoint-
ed by the team’s below-par show. “It was
a below-par show from Pakistan,” Essa told
The News. “The coach did not follow merit
which cost us the game and now we are out
of the tournament. It’s not time for more
experiments and if we are to develop our
football we will have to give chances to the
most deserving players,” he added.

Lionel Messi calls adapting
to PSG ‘very tough’

LONDON: Lionel Messi says his relationship with Paris
St-Germain fans "fractured" af- ter a "significant"
number of supporters started to treat
him differently. Messi, who : W o n
the World Cup with Argenti- wna in
December, left PSG at the end
of last season after two years
and has joined Inter Mi- -; ami. In
the second half of last season, Messi
was repeatedly booed & ¥ and PSG had to
increase  security % &/ around his house.
"I think in the be- ginning it was some- |
thing wonderful," ﬂ,’ said Messi. Speaking
to beIN Sports, | B the 36-yearold said:
" B

But then some 47 L
me differently,
supporters. 1 %
think the vast |
majority still #u§
see me and
treat me as
they did at the N

beginning, but there "
was a fracture with a signif-
icant group of the Paris fans, which

obviously wasn't my intention, far from it. "It
happened just as it had happened before with [Ky-
lian] Mbappe, with Neymar. I know that's the way
they behave. "T'll take away with me the people who
respected me, as I always respected everyone since

I arrived and that's all." Messi said he did not know

if Argentina beating France in the World Cup final |
was a factor. He was booed by some PSG fans after
being suspended for an unauthorised trip to Saudi
Arabia, and again during his final match for the Ligue

1 champions. In a wide-ranging interview, Messi also
said he found it "very difficult" to adapt to life in Paris |

=

on and off the pitch following his 2021

i move from Barcelona, having missed
pre-season and then later having a

month out mid-season with Covid.
In contrast, he said he felt "very
comfortable" at the start of his
second season at Parc des
Princes but the mid-season
winter World Cup "affect-

ed the whole season

for everyone". In

winning the World

Cup - Argenti-

na's first in 36

years - Messi
1-added foot-
ball's biggest
prize to a list
of trophies
= that includes
' a record seven
Ballon d'Or titles
- awarded to the
best foothaller each
year - four Champions
" [ Leagues, one Copa
o/ America, 10 La Liga
titles with Barcelona
and two Ligue 1 crowns
with PSG. In May, he
broke Cristiano Ronal-
do's record for the most
goals scored in Europe's
top five leagues and, to
date, has scored a com-
bined 807 goals for club
and country. - Agencies

Tassaduq appointed
PCB adjudicator

ISLAMABAD: Former Chief Justice (Retd) Tassaduq Hussain
Jillani has been appointed as an Independent Adjudicator to
perform functions as provided in Article 7(4) of the Constitu-
tion of the Pakistan Cricket Board (2014). The appointment
has been made following the approval of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan through a notification No.f.2-3/2017-IPC (S-11). Jus-
tice (Retd) Tassaduq Hussain Jillani will oversee the overall
conduct of the election to the office of the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman set to be held on Tuesday at the Board
headquarters. He will have all the powers to step in in case of
any dispute emerging from the process. There is all probability
that former Chairman PCB Zaka Ashraf will return unopposed
to the post of chairman Board. However, a set lobby is making
all-out efforts to pitch Mustafa Ramday. The notification for
the Independent adjudicator says, “the Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan/Patron, Pakistan Cricket Board
has been pleased to appoint Justice (Retd) Tassaduq Hussain
Jillani (former Chief Justice of Pakistan) as Independent Ad-
judicator to perform the functions as provided in Article 7(4)
of the Constitution of the Pakistan Cricket Board (2014) for
the smooth conduct of election of the Chairman, Pakistan
Cricket Board to be held on 27th June 2023.” “The Terms &
Conditions of the Independent Adjudicator will be settled by
the Pakistan Cricket Board subsequently,” it added. Though
the PCB Election Commissioner Ahmad Shahzad Rana will
conduct and oversee the PCB Chairman elections in case
of any dispute erupting, the Independent Adjudicator will
have all the powers to take the final decision. - DNA

Martinez

wins battle
of unbeatens

Referee Charlie Fitch stopped
the bout 29 seconds into the 11th
round after Martinez opened
a bloody gash on the right ear
of Bornea early in the ninth

WASHINGTON: Argentina’s Fernando Martinez retained
his IBF world junior bantamweight title on Saturday
with an 11th-round stoppage of Filipino challenger Jade
Bornea in a battle of unbeatens at Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. Referee Charlie Fitch stopped the bout 29 seconds
into the 11th round after Martinez opened a bloody gash
on the right ear of Bornea early in the ninth. “I definitely
saw the injury in the ear,” Martinez said through a trans-
lator. “I hit it with a left and it popped, it exploded. I just
kept going at the ear and that’s what ended this fight.”
Martinez improved to 16-0 with his ninth victory inside
the distance while Bornea fell to 18-1 after dropping his
first world title bout. “The training camp we had was bru-
tal. It was great,” Martinez said. “The stronger fighter

Shastri warns
India about
Bumrah

NEW DELHI: Former cricketer Ravi Shastri has stat-
ed that India should not rush pacer Jasprit Bumrah’s
return from injury. The 61-year-old added that India
should not make the same mistake as Pakistan did
with regards to pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi. “That’s
the concern, you want him [Bumrah] fit. He is such a
world class operator but you want him fully fit. He is
such an important cricketer, you think should we rush
him for the World Cup. Then you do that and then lose
him for four months after that. Much like Shaheen
Afridi. Pakistan rushed him into that T20 World Cup
and he has not played till just recently. He was out for
four months,” Shastri told The Week.

“Thin line you draw about being greedy and wanting to play
and the individual has to think about himself. Sometimes
you want to go back to the field and it can be a costly er-
ror. It’s something you have got to look at. I think there is
Shami and Siraj so there is experience.

“You don’t need too many fast bowlers in India. It is more
the spin department. That is also covered with Jaddu [Jade-
ja], Axar, you’ve got a few leg spinners around like Chahal,
Kuldeep, Bishnoi. So you have enough depth there.”

It must be noted that Afridi suffered a knee injury during
the first Test against Sri Lanka in Galle last year. Howev-
er, he was rushed back for the T20 Cricket World Cup,
four months later, but the pacer was injured once again
in the final of the event against England. As a result, he
was forced to spend another three months on the side-
lines before returning for the Pakistan Super League
(PSL) season eight in February earlier this year.
Meanwhile, Bumrah has been injured since September
last year, initially due to back problems and later for
back surgery. He is currently undergoing rehabilitation
at the NCA in Bengaluru has made 70 percent recovery,
according to Cricbuzz. - Agencies

/ )

ya )
won and it was me.” It was the South American’s second
defense of the 115-pound division crown he captured 16
months ago from Philippines fighter Jerwin Ancajas and
kept in a rematch last October, both wins by unanimous
decision. Bornea, 28, went to a southpaw stance at the
start against Martinez as they traded combinations going
toe to toe in the early rounds. Martinez, 31, landed a
hard left in the fifth round but a clash of heads de-
nied him a chance to press the advantage. Early in
the ninth round, a left hook by Martinez exploded
Bornea’s right earlobe. Blood splattered and gushed
down Bornea’s neck but he made it through the round
and told Fitch he wanted to continue. - Agencies

MANCHESTER: Chelsea have embarked
on a fire sale following their stunning
spending spree, trimming their bloated
squad in an effort to comply with finan-
cial regulations as they prepare for a new
era under Mauricio Pochettino.

In their first year under the ownership of
an American consortium, Chelsea spent
more on transfer fees than any club has
ever done in a 12-month period, only to
finish 12th in the Premier League - their
lowest placing since 1994. The arrival of
RB Leipzig forward Christopher Nkunku
this week has added to the outlay of more
than £500 million ($635 million).

But most of Chelsea’s business is focused
on departures, with key players in the
squad that won the Champions League
just two years ago set to leave. France mid-
fielder N'Golo Kante has already said his
goodbyes to join a wave of star footballers
heading to Saudi Arabia, with other Chel-
sea players expected to follow him.

A potential influx of Saudi cash could prove
vital to Chelsea’s chances of complying
with the Premier League’s financial fair
play (FFP) rules. Clubs are allowed a maxi-
mum loss of £105 million over a three-year
period, with deductions allowed for spend-
ing on infrastructure, youth and women’s
football. Chelsea looked set to be well

over that limit, having posted £275 million
worth of losses in the final two years of Ro-
man Abramovich’s reign, even before LA
Dodgers co-owner Todd Boehly and private
equity group Clearlake Capital took charge.
Some of the club’s new signings last sea-
son such as Enzo Fernandez and Mykhailo
Mudryk were handed eight-year deals to
minimise the impact of their transfer fees
r

on the books. For FFP purposes, transfer
fees are spread over the number of years of
the contract. By contrast, sales can be reg-
istered in full as soon as they are completed
and Chelsea are in a rush to get business
done before the end of football’s financial
year on June 30. A number of Chelsea’s
Premier League rivals are circling, keen to
take advantage of cut-price deals.

Croatia international Mateo Kovacic is on
the verge of joining English champions
Manchester City for an initial £25 million.
England’s Mason Mount is the subject of
serious interest from Manchester Unit-
ed, with just 12 months left on his deal at
Stamford Bridge. Germany forward Kai
Havertz is close to joining London rivals
Arsenal for £65 million, while Marc Cu-
curella could reportedly join Newcastle
for around half the £60 million he cost
Chelsea to sign from Brighton year.
Saudi interest in Edouard Mendy, Kalidou
Koulibaly and Hakim Ziyech is making
waves. All three found themselves out of fa-
vour last season and getting their wages off
the books along with receiving a significant
transfer fee would come as a blessing.
Business links between the Saudi Public
Investment Fund (PIF) and Clearlake
have resulted in accusations of a conflict
of interest. Former Manchester United
captain Gary Neville has called for an em-
bargo on transfers from Premier League
clubs to Saudi to “ensure the integrity of
the game isn’t being damaged”.
However, the Premier League reportedly
investigated any links between Chelsea’s
ownership group and the PIF at the time
of last year’s takeover and was apparently
happy there was no conflict. - Agencies

PTI Sindh
expels
6 more
members

FroMm PacGe 01

announcing plans to not fol-
low their party decision and
to abstain from the voting
process. Despite the party’s
reassurance to the JI and
directives to party members
to make sure of their pres-
ence in the June 15 polls,
32 members did not show
up to vote and the absence
of these elected members
led to Rehman’s defeat and
PPP’s Murtaza Wahab’s
victory. Following the elec-
tions, the PTI on June 17
issued show-cause notices
to its 32 elected members of
the local government for vi-
olating party directives and
sought an explanation.

Disqualifi-
cation term
limited...

From Pace 01
Tareen will be among those
who benefit from the move.
The Supreme Court had
disqualified both senior pol-
iticians in June and Decem-
ber 2017, respectively, after
they were found to be “dis-
honest” under Article 62(1)
(f) of the Constitution.
Senate — the upper house of
the parliament — had earli-
er this month approved the
bill seeking amendments to
Section 232 (Qualifications
and Disqualifications) of the
Election Act, 2017.
“Notwithstanding anything
contained in any other pro-
visions of this Act, any oth-
er law for the time being in
force and Judgment, orders
or decree of any court, in-
cluding the Supreme Court
and a High Court, the dis-
qualification of a person to
be elected, chosen, or to re-
main as a member of the Ma-
jlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) of
9 Provincial Assembly under
Paragraph (1) of clause (1)
of Article 62 of the Constitu-
tion shall be for a period not
exceeding five years from
the declaration by the court
of law in that regard and
such declaration shall be
subject to the due process of
law,” the bill reads.

Legal
committee
to pave...

From Pace 01
On the other side, PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif will
hold key meetings today.
Sources  divulged that
Nawaz, who was visiting Du-
bai with his family, will meet
the members of royal fami-
ly. He will also interact with
the business community.
Nawaz will be accompanied
by PML-N chief organiser
Maryam Nawaz.
Nawaz Sharif had received
special treatment from the
Dubai authorities.

US not
influencing
Pak on...

FroMm PacGe 01

many policy makers in
Washington have viewed
Pakistan with the lens of US
engagement in Afghanistan.
More recently, some com-
mentators try to frame the
US relationship with Paki-
stan in perspective of China
or India or Russia, he said
and added that it should
stand on its own. The US
engagement with Pakistan
remained very strong, he
continued. The ambassa-
dor saw Pakistan’s econom-
ic future bright as an engine
of a larger regional econo-
my, connecting South and
Central Asia. He hinted at
potential of an improved
economic relationship with
India. He said that on a re-
gional level the US would
like to reaffirm its commit-
ment to partner with Paki-
stan to eliminate terrorism,
countering emerging ter-
rorist threats and address-
ing the roots of instability
in this region.

Pak, Japan
political
talks...

From Pace 01
both sides will review the
entire spectrum of bilat-
eral relations, including
political, trade, economic,
connectivity, science &
technology, cultural and
people-to-people relations -
in order to strengthen the
deep-rooted ties between
Pakistan and Japan. These
consultations will foster
closer cooperation for the
mutual benefit of the peo-
ple of Pakistan and Japan.
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Russian
airstrikes kill
9 civilians
inldiib
IDLIB: A total of nine ci-
vilians were killed and 30
others injured in a Russian
warplane attack on a mar-
ket in Syria’s Idlib de-esca-
lation zone, according to
local sources on Sunday.
Confirming the casualties,
the White Helmets civil de-
fense group said the attack
hit the vegetable market in
the Jisr al-Shughur district
center. The death toll is
feared to rise as the injured
are referred to hospitals for
treatment. Three Russian
warplanes departed from
the Khmeimim Air Base in
Latakia at 10.03 a.m. local
time, and carried out air
strikes on the vegetable
market in the Jisr al-Shug
district, the city center, and
a village, according to the
opposition aircraft obser-
vatory. In September 2018,
Tiirkiye and Russia agreed
to turn Idlib into a de-es-
calation zone where acts
of aggression are expressly
prohibited. The Syrian re-
gime and its allies, howev-
er, have consistently broken
the terms of the ceasefire,
launching frequent attacks

inside the zone.

Syria has been embroiled in
a vicious civil war since ear-
ly 2011, when the Bashar
Assad regime cracked down
on pro-democracy protests
with unexpected ferocity.
Hundreds of thousands of
people have been killed and
more than 10 million others
displaced, according to UN
estimates.—Agencies

‘Tirkiye
becomes key

country in
Balkans’

ISTANBUL: Tiirkiye has
become a “key country”
in the Western Balkans
and its mediating role be-
tween Serbia and Kosovo
is very important, the
Montenegrin prime min-
ister said on Sunday.
“(Turkish) President (Re-
cep Tayyip) Erdogan is a
leader who can convince
the troubled parties in the
Balkans to come to the ta-
ble and find sustainable
solutions to the problems
in the region. I think Tir
kiye’s mediation role in the
tension between Serbia and
Kosovo is very important,”
Dritan Abazovic told Anad-
olu as part of the Islamic
Cooperation Youth Forum
in Istanbul. As a “super-
power”, Tirkiye, maintains
friendly relations with the
whole world, he said, add-
ing that all the steps Tiirki-
ye will take in global diplo-
macy are valuable for both
the countries in the region
and the Balkans. “I hope
President Erdogan will be
more involved in problems
in the Balkans. This is ex-
tremely important for en-
suring peace and stability
in the region,” he added. He
said Tiirkiye has started to
play an effective role in the
Balkans as much as in the
EU and US. Recalling that
Tiirkiye was one of the first
countries to recognize Mon-
tenegro after gaining inde-
pendence in 2006, he said
the relations between the
countries have progressed
since then.—APP

US knew of Wagner coup
plans in advance: Report

The situation escalated only on Friday night, when Prigozhin accused the Russian Defense
Ministry of launching a deadly missile strike on a Wagner camp, and vowed retaliation

MonNITORING DESK

WASINGTON: US intelligence
agencies strongly suspected
that Evgeny Prigozhin was plan-
ning a major move against the
Russian government, days be-
fore the Wagner chief ordered
his troops to march on Moscow,
The New York Times reported
on Saturday, citing sources.
According to unnamed US of-
ficials interviewed by the pa-
per, the administration of US
President Joe Biden and mili-
tary commanders were briefed
on the Wagner preparations as
early as Wednesday. As addi-
tional details came in, another
briefing attended by a narrow
group of congressional leaders
was reportedly held on Thurs-
day. The situation escalated
only on Friday night, when
Prigozhin accused the Russian
Defense Ministry of launching
a deadly missile strike on a
Wagner camp, and vowed retal-
iation. The ministry denied the
allegation, accusing him of an
“informational provocation.”

In the following hours, Wagner
troops captured military facil-
ities in the southern Russian
city of Rostov-on-Don, while
Prigozhin  announced that
his forces were beginning a
“march for justice” with a plan
to reach Moscow.

On Saturday, the Wagner boss
agreed to halt his advance
and withdraw his forces in
exchange for “security guar-
antees,” as part of a deal bro-
kered by Belarusian President
Aleksandr Lukashenko. Ac-
cording to NYT sources, prior
to the uprising, Washington of-
ficials were in no hurry to alert
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin of an impending threat, as
they feared that Moscow could
accuse them of orchestrating a
coup. Moreover, the US “had
little interest” in helping Pu-
tin amid the Ukraine conflict
and Russia’s stand-off with the
West, the article says.

Still, US officials were reported-
ly alarmed by a possible conflict
between Prigozhin and Moscow,
as they worried that Russia’s
descent into chaos could create

considerable nuclear risks. The
NYT report was echoed by CNN,
which claimed on Saturday
that US officials had believed
Prigozhin was planning to chal-
lenge the Russian military “for
quite some time,” but did not
know what his ultimate goal was.
According to CNN sources,
Western officials had prior
knowledge of Prigozhin’s prepa-
rations, including his efforts to
accumulate weapons and am-
munition. However, the outlet’s
source noted that “it all happened
very quickly,” and it was difficult
to say whether the Wagner chief
was serious about delivering on
his threats to the Russian mil-
itary. On Saturday, when the
Wagner insurrection was still in
full swing, the Russian Foreign
Ministry warned the West that
any its attempts to use the un-
rest “to achieve their Russopho-
bic goals” would be futile. Mean-
while, former Russian President
Dmitry Medvedev noted that a
coup in a major nuclear power
could result in catastrophic con-
sequences, and Moscow would
never allow this to happen.

Putin ‘victorious’ after
Wagner revolt

CARACAS: Russian President Vladimir Putin has managed
to thwart a civil war in his country, Venezuelan leader
Nicolas Maduro said on Saturday, hours after PMC Wag-
ner chief Evgeny Prigozhin agreed to stand down and
cease his insurrection. Speaking at an event commemo-
rating the Day of the Bolivarian Army, Maduro reiterat-
ed that Caracas stands in solidarity with Putin. The Rus-
sian leader “faced an attempted betrayal and civil war,
and at this time he is victorious with Russia at peace,”
the president said. “From Venezuela, all our support for
President Vladimir Putin, Venezuela’s brother,” he added.
His remarks came after the Venezuelan Foreign Ministry,
speaking on behalf of Maduro, “strongly condemned” the
Wagner Group and its leader Evgeny Prigozhin following
their efforts to “promote an armed insurrection... through
methods of terrorists.”

Venezuela has enjoyed close ties with Moscow for many
years, with cooperation ranging from investments in the
oil industry to arms sales. It has also slammed Western
sanctions on Russia over the Ukraine conflict, with Madu-
ro describing them as “a crime [and] an economic war.”
Meanwhile, Cuba, another country in the region that has
had long-established friendly relations with Moscow, also
voiced support for Putin. President Miguel Diaz-Canel
Bermudez said both the Caribbean country and its people
expressed their solidarity with the Russian leader “in the
face of attempts to provoke an armed rebellion.” —Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Shazia Marri, Federal Minister and Chairperson Benazir Income Support Programme
in a group photo with the delegation of Yemen’s Social Fund for Development in Islama bad.
Secretary BISP is also present.—DNA

Greeks vote 1n
2nd round of
general elections

ATHENS: Greek polls opened on Sunday at 7 a.m. local
time (0500GMT) for the second time in five weeks to
decide who will lead the country for the next four years.
Former Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the most
likely winner according to the latest polls and on the pre-
vious elections result, fell short of the outright majority
needed to form a government in the May elections.

The latest polls suggested that the New Democracy par-
ty is leading with 21.5 percentage points over its main
opposition, leftist SYRIZA. “We are voting for the second
time in a few weeks for the country to have a stable and
effective government with a four-year horizon. I am ab-
solutely certain that the citizens will do their duty with
maturity and will vote for their personal prosperity, for
their own good and the good of their families, for a sta-
ble country that will finally offer conditions of prosperity
and social equality for all Greeks,” Mitsotakis said after
casting his vote at in the northern suburbs. Casting his
vote in a school in the western neighborhood of Peristeri

Trend for intra-ethnic
marriage strong in Pak

in Athens, the leader of the main opposition SYRIZA par-

Morocco
foils 70,781
_ illegal
immigration
attempts

NEews DEsk

RABAT: Morocco foiled
70,781 illegal immigra-
tion attempts toward Eu-
rope in 2022, the interior
ministry said in a report
published on Sunday. As
for the year 2023, some
25,519 illegal immigration
attempts were foiled at the
end of May, it added. Over
the past five years, some
366,000 immigration at-
tempts were foiled, includ-
ing some 90,000 migrants
which were rescued by the
Moroccan Navy during op-
erations in the Mediterra-
nean and the Atlantic, ac-
cording to the report.
Morocco has become an
important crossing point
for migrants, mainly from
Sub-Saharan Africa to Eu-
rope. Moroccan authori-
ties bust 290 migrant traf-
ficking networks in 2021,
and 117 this year until the
end of May. The report
added that 100 attempt-
ed assaults on Ceuta and
Melilla, the two Spanish
enclaves in Moroccan terri-
tory, were aborted over the
last five years, involving
some 17,500 assailants.

Greater Bay
Area to boost

Pak-China

cooperation

BEIJING: Pakistani jade
ornaments, Belgian choco-
lates, Iranian carpets and
Uzbek honey were among a
wide range of commodities
showcased at this year’s
Guangdong 21st Century
Maritime Silk Road Interna-
tional Expo held in Guang-
zhou, China earlier this
month. The expo attracted
over 1,000 participating
companies and generated
deals worth nearly USD
279 million. The Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area in China,
connecting Hong Kong,
Macau and nine cities in
Guangdong province, is
envisioned as an economic
powerhouse and drives the
Belt and Road Initiative con-
stantly. A lot of exhibitors
at the event expressed their
appreciation for the fast de-
velopment of this area and
wanted to build more con-
nections.

“Our main purpose is to

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PIDE new
research highlighted the sig-
nificance of inter-ethnic mar-
riages in Pakistan, a country
with a diverse ethnic spec-
trum. The research findings
from the PIDE BASICS 1
survey indicate that such
marriages play a crucial
role in promoting assimila-
tion, social cohesion, and
stability, thereby blurring
tensions arising from eth-
nic differences. Language,
closely tied to ethnic back-
ground, has a profound im-
pact on personal identities,
which can sometimes be di-
visive and undermine unity
within the larger identity.
The survey employed a new
approach to measure ethnic
exogamy and homogamy by
asking respondents three
questions related to the
ethnic backgrounds of their
parents and the language

spoken in their everyday
lives. The results revealed
that only a small proportion
(1.5%) of marriages in Pa-
kistan are ethnically exog-
amous, indicating a strong
trend of intra-ethnic mar-
riages. However, slight vari-
ations exist among different
languages, with Urdu, Poto-
hari, Brahui, and Brushaski
showing slightly higher
rates of exogamy. Addi-
tionally, gender differences
were observed in languages
such as Urdu, Shina, and
Kashmiri. The study also
examined the language
preferences of children in
families with different eth-
nic backgrounds and found
that when parents share
the same ethnicity, 92.3%
of children spoke the same
language as their parents.
However, children of exog-
amous parents exhibited a
mixed pattern, with some
languages influenced more
by the mother’s language

and others by the father’s
language. These findings
shed light on the role of
inter-ethnic marriages and
language dynamics in Paki-
stan’s social fabric.
According to a press release
issued from the Pakistan
Institute of Development
Economics (PIDE), Pro
Vice-Chancellor Dr. Durre
Nayab said while describing
the details of the PIDE BA-
SICS Notes 8 that the latest
research findings revealed that
to capture the prevalence of
ethnic exogamy, or homoga-
my, in Pakistan, the PIDE BA-
SICS 1 survey asked questions
in a new way to give a better
insight into the issue. In most
surveys, language is captured
by asking the respondents
about the language they speak,
and the response to this ques-
tion is taken as representing
their ethnic background. This
is misleading, and the results of
the BASICS survey confirm this
distortion in interpretation.

ty, Alexis Tsipras, stressed that Greek democracy needs

PrOteStorS a strong opposition to control the government. “SYRIZA
Calls for is the only force that can reliably play this role, support

. the needs of society, represent the social majority, and
Serblan also play a balancing role in the political system and de-

. mocracy,” he added. After casting her vote, Elena Tripe-
PreSIdent rina, a citizen, told Anadolu: “We are waiting for a stable
: government, I voted for the party ND and I’'m anticipat-

tO reSIgn ing that he will continue to do what he didn’t have time

ForeiGgN DEsk

BELGRADE: People are
angry with  President

to finish in the previous four-year term.” Another cit-
izen, Vassilopoulos Panagiotis, told Anadolu: “Stability
and normality and a better quality of life for all Greeks,
this is what I want.” Agencies

Vudic¢’s government and his
close ties with the tabloid
media they claim incites
hatred and promotes vio-
lence. Thousands of peo-
ple gathered on Saturday
in the centre of Belgrade
for the ‘Serbia against vi-
olence’ march. It was the
eighth week of protests
in a row in the country’s
capital and this time ex-
tended to 20 other cities.
These included Serbia’s
next largest cities of Novi
Sad and Kragujevac, and in
the smaller towns of Kralje-
vo, Subotica, Vranje, Sabac
and Leskovac. The demon-
strators, including mem-
bers of some opposition
parties are calling for the
resignation of President
Aleksandar Vu¢ié, and also

Afghan supreme leader
says women ‘saved from
oppression’

KABUL: Afghanistan’s supreme leader said Sunday the
country’s women were being saved from “traditional op-
pressions” by the adoption of Islamic governance and
their status as “free and dignified human beings” re
stored. In a statement marking this week’s Eid al-Adha
holiday, Hibatullah Akhundzada - who rarely appears in
public and rules by decree from the Taliban’s birthplace
in Kandahar - said steps had been taken to provide wom-
en with a “comfortable and prosperous life according to
The United Nations expressed “deep
concern” last week that women were being deprived of
their rights under Afghanistan’s Taliban government and
warned of systematic gender apartheid. Since returning
to power in August 2021, Taliban authorities have stopped
girls and women from attending high school or universi-

Islamic Sharia”.

nearly USD2 trillion

USD1.65 trillion in 2019.

international

enter the market of the
Greater Bay Area through
this exhibition platform,
said a Zelanian exhibitor
at the event,” China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported
on Sunday. “The Greater
Bay Area is one of the most
important areas in China.
It has a large population,
and the Gross Domestic
Product(GDP) is also very
high. I see a huge opportu-
nity for Pakistani traders
in this area,” said Muham-
mad Irfan, Pakistani Trade
and investment counsellor
in Guangzhou. The region
combined GDP reached

2022, up 25 percent from

“Most population in the
area is urbanized. They
have strong consumptive
power and great love for
products.
This area especially has a
very soft corner towards

ty, banned them from parks, gyms and public baths, and
ordered them to cover up when leaving home. They have
also barred them from working for the UN or NGOs,
while most female government employees have been dis-
missed from their jobs or are being paid to stay at home.
However, Akhundzada said “necessary steps have been
taken for the betterment of women as half of the society”.
“All institutions have been obliged to help women in se-
curing marriage, inheritance and other rights,” his state-
ment read. Akhundzada said a six-point decree issued in
December 2021 guaranteed women their rights. Among
other things, the decree outlawed forced marriages and
enshrined the right to inheritance and divorce.—DNA

Pakistan. They have very
positive reactions toward
our products at the exhibi-
tion. Muhammad Irfan told
us that Pakistan’s export
to their consular district
was around $350 million
in 2020, which jumped to
more than $1 billion last
year.” “This area has a huge
demand for Pakistani raw
materials, including copper

top representatives in me-
dia, the police force, and
security services. Critics
of the president accuse

PIAF asks govt to resolve traders’ o
g “ “ him of authoritarianism
- - lI I I t_ and say the tabloid media

his government is close
to incites hatred and pro-
He called for promoting industrialization and enhancing
exports through lowering cost of production

motes violence. Protestors
also want an end to reality
TV shows. A growing num-
ber of cities are joining the

and aluminium. APP

demonstrations.
said that the manifesto of the government to appre- dle-free policies as well -
DNA PIAF is to solve the prob- ciate the role of trade, as urgent decisions in
lems of the business com- industry and exporters, favour of trade and indus-
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan munity on a priority basis. providing mass employ- try while taking on board

Industrial and  Trad-
ers Associations Front
(PIAF) Chairman Fa-
himur Rehman Saigol,
along with PIAF EC mem-
bers Mudassar Masood,
Malik Khalid, Chaudhary
Wajid, Zeeshan Sohail,
Sheikh  Sajjad, Azhar
Khan, Secretary PIAF
Abdul Saboor and other
market representatives
visited several city’s sev-
eral markets and major
commercial hubs, includ-
ing Baden Road, Cooper
Road and adjacent mar-
kets and met officials of
organizations there.

During this visit, Fahimur
Rahman also inaugurat-
ed Light Makers, a shop
owned by Nadim Saeed
and Mian Shehbaz on Bid-
en Road and prayed for
the development of their
business. During the door-
to-door meeting with busi-
nessmen, Chairman PIAF

The business community
is facing problems like
unannounced load shed-
ding, parking, overbilling,
departmental proceedings
and expensive electricity
and gas in the markets. The
government should solve
the above problems on a
priority basis in consulta-
tion with the traders. Piaf’s
mission is to create a stable
economy and prosperous
business community.

He said that business
community was facing
tough challenges be-
cause of limited busi-
ness. In this context, he
sought attention of the
government for formula-
tion of regional, provin-
cial and central level task
force, and formulation of
sector wise regional pol-
icies which would help
the government address
the problems confronted
by exporters. He asked

ment to the jobless popu-
lation of the country.

He suggested that One
Window Operation
should be introduced for
the replacing the lengthy
procedures that involve
interaction of manufac-
turers with various agen-
cies. The government
agencies were harassing
the trade and industry
every day and Social Se-
curity, EOBI and other
taxes should be merged
and deducted at the
source.

He called for promoting
industrialization and en-
hancing exports through
lowering cost of produc-
tion, paying early refunds
to solve liquidity crunch
and relaxing import poli-
cy for industrial raw mate-
rial. He also sought gov-
ernment’s attention for
formulating aggressive
marketing plan and hur-

major stakeholders. He
called for concerted ef-
forts for exploring new
markets both traditional
and non-traditional in
order to introduce home
made products. He urged
the government to an-
nounce favorable policies
and allow duty-free im-
port of raw material and
accessories. This move
will attract investors and
help in setting up new
industries in the country
which will create wide
opportunities for employ-
ment. We direly need a
stimulus economic plan
coupled with relief pack-
age by the government
to maximize production.
He also emphasized the
need for seeking techni-
cal knowhow from China
and other countries for
the sake of innovation,
and improvement of
products.
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Briefs

BEIJING: A delegation of
Pakistani business repre-
sentatives visited Hunan,
China for exchanges and
connections with govern-
ment institutions, business
associations and relevant
enterprises. The visit was
organized and coordinated
by the International Envi-
ronmental Special Fund of
China Biodiversity Conser-
vation and Green Devel-
opment Foundation (CB-
CGDF), China Economic
Net (CEN) reported.

The Pakistani business
delegation, consisting of
eight members, was led by
Senator and General Abdul
Qayyum, along with Sheikh
Ejaz Asghar, Vice Chair
man of the Pakistan-China
Business Forum, Khalid
Mahmood, CEO of Pakistan
Green Energy Company, and
Ms. Wang Lihua, General
Manager of Pakistan Woda
Limited. The business are-
as for connections covered
new energy, automobiles,
steel, household appliances,
building materials, electron-
ic products, food processing,
and agricultural products.
On June 18, the delegation
held forums with more than
60 Hunan enterprises. Rep-
resentatives from the Hunan
Provincial Department of
Commerce introduced the
overall situation of Hunan's
industries and the current
status of trade with Paki-
stan. They highlighted the
prospects and opportuni-
ties that Hunan’s industrial
capabilities, particularly in
engineering machinery, new
energy, IT technology, and
e-commerce, can bring to
the upgrading and competi-
tiveness of Pakistan’s indus-
tries. - Agencies

Government
prioritizes
rehabilitation

of flood hit

areas: Sherry

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Climate Change Sherry Re-
hman on Sunday highlight-
ed that the government has
prioritized the reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation of
areas affected by floods in
the federal budget 2023-24.
Speaking on the floor of the
National Assembly, she ex
pressed disappointment that
the international community
seems to have overlooked
the plight of those affected
by the devastating disaster in
Pakistan last year. The min-
ister further acknowledged
PM Shehbaz Sharif's unwa-
vering efforts in advocating
for climate justice during a
conference held in Paris. His
representation aimed to raise
awareness and seek global
support for addressing cli-
materelated challenges faced
by Pakistan, she expressed.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Human Rights Riaz Hussain
Pirzada commended the
government for introducing
various incentives for farm-
ers in the budget. He ex-
pressed his belief that these
measures would contribute
to the overall growth of the
agriculture sector which was
crucial for the country’s eco-
nomic development. - APP

Uzbekistan greatly values

ties with PPakistan: envoy

Uzbek embassy celebrates International Day of Journalism

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Uzbekistan Aybek
Arif Usmanov has said relations between Uzbek-
istan are growing with the each passing day add-
ing trade volume has increased considerably. He
expressed these views while speaking to media
persons on the occasion of the International Day
of Journalism. He further said on June 27, 1906 in
Tashkent was published first ever in Central Asia
Uzbek newspaper under the title “TARAQQI”. As
I learned 1st ever newspaper in Urdu by the name
“Jam-e Jahon Nama” was published 1822 in Kolk-
atta, and “Daily Jang” urdu newspaper was pub-
lished in 1939 in Karachi, then “Daily Imroze” in
Urdu launched in Lahore in 1947.

He said journalists play an important role in society
as a source of news, information and opinion. They
provide an important public service by uncovering
the truth and holding the powerful accountable.
Journalists help create informed citizens who can
make decisions based on facts rather than rumor.
He said Located at the crossroads of the Great
Silk Road, Uzbekistan and Pakistan for centuries
serve as a strong bridge connecting Europe, the
Middle East, West, South and East Asia with its
rich cultural and historical heritage.

‘For thousands of years, Uzbekistan and Pakistan
are cradles for the world civilization where various
nationalities and religions lived in peace, and doing
their livelihoods and connected where the cultures

of different peoples enriched each other’.
Ambassador Arif said today we are meeting with
you in the eve of the Presidential elections in Uz-
bekistan and also the coming parliamentary elec-
tions in Pakistan. ‘The renewed Basic Law unites
society around the idea of building a new Uzbek-
istan. It states that Uzbekistan’s foreign policy is
based on the principles of sovereign equality, terri-
torial integrity of states, non-use of force or threat
of force, peaceful settlement of disputes, non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of other countries,
and norms of international law’. He said Uzbek-
istan pursues a peaceful foreign policy aimed at
developing bilateral and multilateral relations
with states and international organizations.
Global and regional cooperation processes have
reached a new level. President Shavkat Mirzi-

yoyev’s international initiatives have received

broad support from the interna-
tional community. The foreign .
policy of the New Uzbekistan has
led to fundamental changes in
the political atmosphere in Cen-

tral Asia and to the recognition £
of close
intercon-
nectivity
with South
Asia and
interde-
pendence
at the

sub-regional and global levels.

‘In order to further strengthen relations with neigh-
bouring countries in the Central and South Asian
regions, in last years we have witnessed high-lev-
el events with delegations from nearly 30 partner
countries and international organizations, and ex-
perts from foreign think tanks representing more
than 40 states including the delegates of brotherly
Pakistan’. The renewed Constitution which
as adopted by people of Uzbekistan
opens new horizons for bilateral and

multilateral interaction.
Talking about bilateral relations
he said, Uzbekistan-Pakistan In-
¥ ter- governmental Commission
on Trade-Economic and Scientif-
| ic-Technical Cooperation (IGC) was
held in February 24th this year
in Tashkent. The Road
ap agreement to in-
g cease bilateral trade
ipto $1 billion was
4 . signed during IGC
“ # meeting and the
next step will
. be the signing
" Road map on
Industrial
cooperation,

Inshallah.

"Transit Trade
and  Prefer-

ential trade Agreements which became effective
since March of this year allowed to reach bilateral
trade volume of $150 mln. It* s 2 times larger com-
pared to the same period of 2022 ($87,6 miIn). Both
countries enjoy increases in exports. Uzbekistan’s
delivered to Pakistan exports worth of $79 mln,
growth 2,5 times and Pakistani exports to Uzbek-
istan reached $71 mln, growth 1,2 times.

‘Let me express my belief that it is a high time for
us diplomats and journalists to be a humble serv-
ants of further cementing of brotherly relations and
re-connectivity between Pakistan and Uzbekistan’.
Second Round of Bilateral Political Consultations
between Pakistan and Kazakhstan

The second round of Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions between Pakistan and Kazakhstan will be held
on 26th June, 2023 in Astana, Kazakhstan. The in-
augural session of the Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions (BPC) between Pakistan and Kazakhstan was
held on 28th February, 2020 in Islamabad.

The Pakistan side will be led by the Additional
Secretary (Afghanistan & West Asia) Syed Ahsan
Raza Shah while Mr. Kanat Tumyst, Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan will lead from Kazakh side. During consulta-
tions both sides will review the entire spectrum
of bilateral relations in political, trade, econom-
ic, connectivity, science & technology, cultural
and people to people relations to strengthen the
deep-rooted fraternal ties between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan with a view to foster closer coopera-
tion for the mutual benefit of their people.

Coverage of Titan
sub and migrant boat
reveals deep bias

WEB DESK

LONDON: For much of the past week, inter-
national news media audiences had to put up
with round-the-clock coverage of an incident
whose place in the annals of history is far
from assured. For as long as the fate of five
people inside Titan, a submersible that was
headed to the site of the Titanic shipwreck,
remained unknown, major media outlets
spared no bulletin slot or expense in getting
talking heads to hold forth on the topic.

It did not need an elder statesman of Amer-
ica to point out the scandalous contrast be-
tween the intense media coverage of the
Titan’s doomed journey and the almost
cursory attention paid to the deaths of
possibly hundreds of people off the coast
of Greece just days earlier. Still, when Ba-
rack Obama did just that at a public forum
in Athens, his comments not only struck
a responsive chord with the audience but
also gave voice to the pent-up frustrations
of news consumers worldwide.

“There is a potential tragedy unfolding with
a submarine that is getting minute-to-minute
coverage all around the world, and it is un-
derstandable because, obviously, we all want
and pray that those folks are rescued,” the
former US president said in the Greek cap-
ital, where he was attending a conference
on child and adolescent mental health initi-
atives. “But the fact that that has gotten so
much more attention than 700 people who
sank — that is an untenable situation.”

The disaster he was referring to — de-
scribed as “one of the worst in recent
memory” — unfolded far away from the
media’s gaze in the Central Mediterrane-
an on Tuesday. A fishing vessel carrying
an estimated 750 people from Palestine,
Syria, Egypt and Pakistan capsized in in-
ternational waters off Pylos in southern
Greece. According to the UN Human
Rights Office, 78 people are confirmed
dead while at least 500 more are missing.
The media conversation concerning the
tragedy, however, was quickly drowned
out by the noise of technical experts.

Huge crowds
as Haj begins

MAKKAH: Vast crowds of robed Muslim
pilgrims walked solemn circles around
the Kaaba, the black cube at Makkah’s
Grand Mosque, on Sunday as the biggest
Haj pilgrimage in several years began in
the heat of the Saudi summer.

Islam’s holiest site is expected to host
more than two million worshippers
from 160 countries during the annual
rites that could break attendance re-
cords, with 1.6 million foreigners al-
ready there by late Friday.

“This year, we will witness the largest
Haj pilgrimage in history,” if things go ac-
cording to plan, predicted an official with
the Saudi Ministry of Haj and Umrah.
“The numbers will exceed 2.5 million
pilgrims,” added the official, speaking on
condition of anonymity because he is not
authorised to speak with the press.

The Haj began early on Sunday with the “ta-
waf” — the circumambulation of the Kaaba,
the large cubic structure draped in black
cloth with gold trimmings that millions of

circle Kaaba
in Saudi heat

Muslims pray towards every day.

“I am living the most beautiful days of my
life,” said Abdel-Azim, a 65-year-old Egyp-
tian, as he performed the ritual. “The
dream has come true,” added the retiree,
who had saved up for 20 years to pay the
$6,000 fee to take part.

The Haj is one of the five pillars of Islam
and must be undertaken at least once by
all Muslims with the means.

A series of rites are completed over four
days in Makkah and its surroundings in
the west of oil-rich Saudi Arabia.

On Sunday night, pilgrims will start
moving to Mina, about five kilometres
(three miles) from the Grand Mosque,
ahead of the Haj’s climax at Mount
Arafat, where the Prophet Mohammed
is believed to have delivered his final
sermon. Mina, the world’s largest tent
city, readied to receive the influx of
pilgrims on Sunday, with food supplies
brought in and security forces deployed
around the area. - APP

NEews DESK

MOSCOW: Wagner chief Yevgeny Prigozhin ordered his
mercenaries to halt their march on Moscow to avoid “shed-
ding Russian blood” and agreed to live in exile in Belarus —
ending one of the biggest challenges to President Vladimir
Putin’s decades-long rule. Prigozhin said while his men
were just 200km (120 miles) from the Russian capital, he
decided on Saturday to turn them back to prevent killings.
“They wanted to disband the Wagner military company. We
embarked on a march of justice on June 23. Now, the mo-
ment has come when blood could be spilled,” said Prigozhin
in an audio message. “Understanding responsibility [for
the chance] that Russian blood will be spilled on one side,
we are turning our columns around and going back to field
camps as planned.” Moscow braced for the arrival of the
private army led by the rebellious mercenary commander
by erecting checkpoints with armoured vehicles and troops
on its southern edge. Red Square was shut down and the
mayor urged motorists to stay off some roads.

Wagner’s lightning insurrection appeared to develop with
little pushback from Russia’s regular armed forces, raising
questions about Putin’s grip on power in the nuclear-armed
nation even after the abrupt halt to Wagner’s advance.
Belarusian leader Alexander Lukashenko negotiated with the
mercenary boss to stop Wagner’s troop movement after dis-
cussing the issue with Putin. Prigozhin accepted Lukashen-
ko’s offer to halt the Wagner group’s advance and further
steps to de-escalate the tensions, Lukashenko’s office said,

adding the proposed settlement contains security guarantees
for Wagner troops. Prigozhin did not say whether the Kremlin

responded to his demand to remove Defence Minister Sergey

Shoigu. The Wagner chief will move to neighbouring Belarus
as part of the deal and the criminal case against him will be
closed, the Kremlin said on Saturday.

Prigozhin’s troops who joined him in the uprising will not
face prosecution and those who did not will be offered con-
tracts by the defence ministry, spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said. Lukashenko offered to mediate, with Putin’s agree-
ment, because he had known Prigozhin personally for
about 20 years, Peskov said. “Avoiding bloodshed, internal
confrontation, and clashes with unpredictable results was
the highest goal.” Putin faced the biggest threat to his 22-
year rule yet with rebel mercenaries advancing towards the
Russian capital after seizing a key southern military base.
Wagner began pulling back fighters and equipment from
the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don late on Saturday.

Pavel Felgenhauer, a Russian defence analyst, said it re-
mained to be seen how the incident plays out.

“What'’s really going to happen, we’ll have to see tomorrow.
And who actually did give which concessions to whom,” he
told Al Jazeera. “Ceasefires don’t hold that easily. Before
you see the small print, it’s not the time to say that it’s
over. It can easily unravel in an hour or two, or tomorrow.”
Anna Matveeva, from the Russia Institute at King’s College
London, said the events marked a significant change for
Russia’s political landscape. “It’s the first chapter in Rus-
sia’s political transition. That’s the opening bid. We will see

Israeli
forces kill

Palestinian

teen

The Al-Agsa Martyrs
Brigades claimed
Aljouni as a member
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OCCUPIED WEST BANK: A Palestinian
teenager was left bleeding to death after a
shooting attack at Qalandia military check-
point in the occupied West Bank, according
to Palestinian news agency Wafa.

Ishaq Hamdi Ajlouni, 17, was shot and killed
by Israeli forces after he opened fire at the
checkpoint on Saturday, lightly wounding a
security guard, the agency said.

The Al-Agsa Martyrs Brigades claimed Al-
jouni as a member. The group is the armed
wing of Fatah - the movement that controls
the Palestinian Authority, which has limited
self-rule in the occupied territory.

“Our heroic fighters ... were able to directly
target occupation [Israeli] soldiers at Qa-
landia checkpoint,” the brigades said in a
statement. Police said the young gunman,
from the Kufr Aqab neighbourhood just
north of the checkpoint, used an M-16 ri-
fle to carry out the shooting. The Qalandia
checkpoint is the main gateway used by Pal-
estinians between occupied east Jerusalem
and Ramallah, the seat of the Palestinian
Authority in the West Bank.

Fighting surges in
Sudan’s capital
and Darfur

WEeB DESK

DUBAL Clashes, artillery fire and air strikes surged in Sudan’s capital on
Sunday, witnesses said, as a war between rival military factions that has
displaced 2.5 million people and caused a humanitarian crisis entered
its 11th week. Witnesses also reported a sharp increase in violence in
recent days in Nyala, the largest city in the western Darfur region. The
UN raised the alarm on Saturday over ethnic targeting and the killing of
people from the Masalit community in El Geneina in West Darfur.
Khartoum, the capital, and El Geneina have been worst affected by the
war that broke out on April 15 between Sudan’s army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), though last week tensions and clashes
escalated in other parts of Darfur and in Kordofan, in the south. Fighting
has intensified since a series of cease-fire deals agreed at talks led by the
United States and Saudi Arabia in Jeddah failed to stick. The talks were
adjourned last week. Residents in the three cities that make up the wid-
er capital — Khartoum, Bahri and Omdurman — reported fierce fighting
from Saturday evening, continuing into Sunday morning.

The army, led by Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, has been using air
strikes and heavy artillery to try to dislodge the RSF led by Mo-
hamed Hamdan Dagalo, known as Hemedti, from neighborhoods
across the capital. “Since the early morning in north Omdurman
we’ve had air strikes and artillery bombardment and RSF anti-air-
craft fire,” 47-year-old resident Mohamed Al-Samani told Reuters
by phone. “Where are the Jeddah talks, why did the world leave us
to die alone in Burhan and Hemedti’s war?“

In Nyala, a city that grew rapidly as people were displaced during the
earlier conflict that spread in Darfur after 2003, witnesses reported a
marked deterioration in the security situation over the past few days,
with violent clashes in residential neighborhoods. There was also fight-
ing between the army and the RSF last week around El Fashir, capital of
North Darfur, which the UN says is inaccessible to humanitarian workers.
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more developments to come,” she told media.
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