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May 9 incidents probe

Lt Gen, others

dismissed from
service: ISPR

Strict disciplinary action also taken against
3 major generals and 7 brigadiers, trial of
102 arsonists underway, DG ISPR says

SpECIAL CORRESPONDENT

RAWALPINDI:

Inter-Services
lic Relations (ISPR) Director Gen-
eral Major General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry said Monday that the mili-
tary had dismissed an army officer of
a lieutenant general rank and several
others high-ranking officers from ser-
vice for failing to protect the military
installations on May 9. ISPR DG Ma-
jor Chaudhry made the announcement

Pub-

during a press conference in Rawal-
pindi. The ISPR DG further said that
disciplinary action has been taken
against 15 officers including three ma-
jor generals and seven brigadiers. He
said three officers including a It gen
have been dismissed from service. He
added that a granddaughter of a retired
four-star general and a son-inlaw of a
retired four-star general have also been
arrested in connection with the probe
into May 9 riots. Moreover, a wife of
a retired three-star general and a wife

41 suspects from UK,
US, Canada identified

ISLAMABAD: The investigators have identified 41 people from
the United Kingdom (UK), United States (US) and Canada who
were directly involved in inciting and facilitating May 9 riots, ARY
News reported on Monday. Progress was made in the investiga-
tion into the May 9 riots as the authorities identified 41 people
in foreign countries including UK, US and Canada who incited
and facilitated the rioters. Sources told media that most suspects
were associated with a political party and its office bearers and
workers. The identification of the suspects was made through
photos and videos in which they chanted anti-Pakistan slogans
and incited people to participate in anti-state activities. — DNA

and son-in-law of a retired two-star gen-
eral are undergoing accountability pro-
cess, he added. Maj Gen Chaudhry
said the families of martyrs and all
ranks of army are raising questions
over the May 9 incidents and the
desecration of martyrs’ monuments
in many parts of the country dur-
ing the riots. “The May 9 incidents
have proved that the what the enemy
of Pakistan couldn’t do was done
by these miscreants,” he added.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Acting Pres-
ident Sadiq
Sanjrani
— who has
assumed the
role as Presi-
= dent Arif Alvi
went on Haj — approved the
amended Finance Bill 2023-
24 and the Elections (Amend-
ment) Bill 2023 on Monday.
A day ago, the said bills sailed
through the National Assem-
bly. The Finance Bill was
passed after the government
had made several changes,
including fiscal tightening
measures, dictated by IMF
in a last-ditch effort to secure
critical funding. The Nation-
al Assembly had also passed
the bill seeking an amend-
ment to the Elections Act
2017, aimed at limiting the
disqualification of lawmak-
ers to five years with a ret-
rospective effect.

FIA takes
Elahi into
custody

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)
President
Pervaiz
Elahi  was
% arrested by
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) again on
Monday on allegations of
suspicious  transactions
against him. The former
Punjab chief minister was
arrested by the FIA and
taken from Camp Jail, La-
hore, in an armoured vehi-
cle. This is the sixth case
for which the investigation
agency arrested Elahi.
The FIA produced the sen-
ior politician before a dis-
trict court and sought his
14-day physical remand.

PML-N, PPP leadership

mull strategy 1n Dubai

Meetings focused caretaker setup
and Nawaz’ return to Pakistan

News DEesk / DNA

DUBALI: Pakistan Peoples Party’s (PPP) top
leaders, Asif Ali Zardari and Bilawal Bhut-
to-Zardari, Monday met Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz’'s (PML-N) Chief Organiser
Maryam Nawaz in Dubai as Pakistani bigwigs
are in the Gulf nation for mulling over “impor-
tant” political matters. During the meeting,
economy and politics came under discussion,
with the PML-N’s top leader taking Zardari
and Bilawal into confidence over the ongoing
situation, sources told media. The sources fur-
ther said that leaders of the PML-N and PPP
— two major partners in Pakistan’s ruling coa-
lition — would hold a meeting later to discuss
further issues. The meeting in the oilrich
nation holds importance as there are reports
of PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif’s return and
speculations around rifts between the PPP
and the PML-N. Nawaz’s return is expected
after the National Assembly Sunday passed
a law to limit the lifetime disqualification of
parliamentarians to a maximum of five years.

Continued on Page 06

PPP, PML-N seat
adjustment likely

DNA

LAHORE: The Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) is seeking the seat adjustment
with the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) in Punjab and other
provinces in the upcoming elections.
Sources divulged on Monday the PPP re-
quested the PML-N not give the ticket to
its candidate in the constituencies rep-
resented by PPP bigwigs including Per-
vaiz Ashraf, Yousuf Raza Gilani. Mean-
while, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
would reportedly travel from London
to Dubai as well. The PML-N and PPP
leadership meetings will also include
the prime minister. According to sourc-
es, PM Shehbaz was acting as a “me-
diator” between the PML-N and PPP.

Continued on Page 06

Inflation blocking buying
of sacrificial animals

SITUATIONER
Waneep HussAIN

KYROCKETING  inflation  has

crushed—really squeezed the blood

of the masses. Heat of uncontrolled
price hikes is being felt by the middle and
upper middle classes, where a family could
generate four to five hundred thousand ru-
pees a month. This refers to the people liv-
ing in the big metropolitan cities like Kara-
chi, Lahore, Islamabad. Number of people
who fall in this category is very low. What
to say about millions living across Pakistan
especially rural areas where the income
generation is limited to agriculture.
Middle of the rising gap between in-
come and expenditure of the people,
the Eid ul Azha , (Eid-i-Qurban) Eid
of sacrifice has lost the attraction for
a huge majority this year. I have per-
sonal experience of visiting the Bhatta
Chook I-14, Islamabad sacrificial animal
market, including a few other places
and found that the buyers are missing.
This year the Islamabad administration
has allocated I-16, Islamabad sector for
the sacrificial animals. Previously, the
animals were available to the people

of twin cities at I-12 sector, Islamabad.
Capital Development Authority and Is-
lamabad District Management might
have administrative and environmental
consideration to shift the market. Both
markets at I-14 and I-16 are situated
across the Peshawar Road, Rawalpindi.
While entering the market at Bhatta
Chowk, I found two different enclosures,
one allocated for the big animals like cows,
ox etc, while, second was allotted for goat,
sheep and ram. One can see different va-
rieties of goats and sheep from various
areas of Punjab, KPK, AJK and GB. How-
ever, the majority of the sacrificial animals
have been transported from Talagang, Ra-
janpur, Multan and Bahawalpur. I spoke
to various dealers about the rates, which
overall gave an impression that all of them
have a uniformity in prices.

Approximately, forty KG goat price was
fixed for 60 to 80 thousand rupees. One
of the sellers said that last year the price
of a goat was around 40 to 50 thousand
rupees but that the prices had gone up.
When [ inquired about the sheep and
ram prices, | was informed that they are
being traded over 100 thousand rupees.

Continued on Page 06

Staff-level
agreement
with IMF

likely

SBP jacks
up key rate
to record
high of 22%

MEenTaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is
likely to sign the staff-level
agreement with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) today (Tuesday), me-
dia reported citing sources.
According to sources, Pa-
kistan has met 90 percent
conditions for the staff-level
agreement with IMF.
Sources said that Pakistan
has also abolished the
scheme to bring $0.1 mil-
lion to the country annually
and the interest rate has
been increased by one per-
cent. The basic interest rate
has been hiked from 21 per-
cent to 22 percent. Mean-
while, following withdrawal
of its guidance on imports,
SBP Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) on Monday
decided to jack up the pol-
icy rate by 100bps to 22% in
an emergency meeting days
after it had announced no
change in the interest rate.
Since January 2022, the
central bank has raised
rates by a total of 1,250bps.
In a statement, the MPC
explained the contest of the
emergency meeting as in
the last meeting on June 12
it had decided not to jack up
the policy rate. Back then it
had viewed it as appropriate
to achieve the objective of
price stability “barring any
unexpected domestic and
external shocks”. The mem-
orandum of economic and
financial policies which in-
cludes nine tables has been
sent to IMF and the finan-
cial experts of the IMF will
analyze the memorandum
now, sources added. Source
further revealed that talks
for the staff-level agreement
will take place tonight and
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
will finalize the stafflevel
agreement with the IMF.

Justice Mansoor recuses himself

is ‘tried’

Bl Py i
kaianal
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial Monday hoped that
no one would be tried in a military court un-
til the case’s final outcome pending before
the Supreme Court, challenging the trial
of civilians under army laws. The CJP’s re-
marks came during the thrid hearing of the
petitions challenging the government’s deci-
sion to try civilians in military courts.

Following the May 9 protests in which sev-
eral government buildings and army instal-
lations were vandalised, the government
announced that those involved in the inci-
dents would be tried under military courts.
The bench hearing the pleas also comprises
Justice Jjazul Ahsan, Justice Muneeb Akhtar,

CJP hopes no one

in military
courts till verdict

SC directs authorities to provide
“all facilities” to suspects detained

Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice Ayesha Malik,
and Justice Mazahir Ali Naqvi, was hearing
a set of petitions trials of civilians in military
courts. At the start of the hearing— the third
since last week — AGP Awan took to the ros-
trum and said: “Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
had asked earlier if we objected to his pres-
ence in the bench. At the time, I had said
there was no objection to him.”

Justice Shah had previously informed the
court that he was a relative of petitioner Kha-
waja and that if anyone had concerns about
his inclusion on the bench, he would recuse
himself. At this, AGP Awan said he had no
reservations about his inclusion in the bench.
Moreover, the AGP’s request prompted CJP
Bandial to remark: “The bench will not be
made by your will.” He then demanded to
know on what basis the federal government
has objected to Justice Mansoor. The attor-
ney general reiterated that the objection was
based on a conflict of interest. After the hear-
ing reconvened with a sixmember bench fol-
lowing the dissolution of the seven-member
bench, the top judge asked the PTI lawyer to
give arguments later. “[We] are recovering
from the setback that took place this morning.

Continued on Page 06

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The US Deputy Chief of
Mission was called to the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs this evening and a demarche
was made to him regarding the US-India
Joint Statement, issued on 22 June 2023.
Pakistan’s concerns and disappointment
at the unwarranted, one-sided and mis-
leading references to it in the Joint State-

\ment were conveyed to the US side.

‘Demarche conveyed
to the US Deputy
Chief of Mission

It was stressed that the United States
should refrain from issuing statements
that may be construed as an encourage-
ment of India’s baseless and politically
motivated narrative against Pakistan. It
was also emphasized that counter-ter-
rorism co-operation between Pakistan
and US had been progressing well and
that an enabling environment, centered
around trust and understanding, was
imperative to further solidifying Paki-
stan-US ties. - DNA -
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LAHORE:  The Isteh-
kam-e-Pakistan Party (IPP)
on Monday said the party
would contest election with
full zeal with the elector-
al symbol of ‘Eagle’ and
the manifesto of the party
would be an expression of
aspirations of the Pakistani
people. “A recent party
meeting discussed impor-
tant points of the manifesto
in detail,” IPP sources told
APP. The manifesto of party
was discussed in the meet-
ing, which was presided
over by Party President Ab-
dul Aleem Khan. “We have
come together to struggle
for making Pakistan a wel-
fare state in letter and spir-
it,” the party president said.
“We will end politics of ha-
tred, violence and division
and the IPP will present
before people a comprehen-
sive plan to deal with the
economic challenges, being
faced by the country,” Al-
eem Khan said. “The party
decided that it would make
all-out efforts to end suffer-
ing of people,” he said. It
may be mentioned here that
earlier ‘Eagle’ was electoral
symbol of the All Pakistan
Muslim League.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by Amir Kiani,
Ishaq Khakwani, Chaudhry
Nauraiz Shakoor, Rana Na-
zir Ahmed, Dr Murad Raas,
Pir Saeedul Hasan Shah,
Mian Khalid Mehmood,
Mian Khalid Mahmood and
Ajmal Cheema.—APP

Pre-monsoon
stormy rains
hit, inundate
various parts
of country

ISLAMABAD: Pre-monsoon
stormy rains have lashed
the country ending the spell
of severe heatwave that has
gripped the country for the
last few days. But the heavy
showers have also brought
with them untold miseries
of inundation of different
cities across the country.
Cloudburst hit different
cities of Punjab including
Lahore, Nowshehra Virkan,
Malikwal, Narowal, Attock,
Sara-i-Alamgir, Kharian,
Sagla Hill, Nankana Sahib,
Renala Khurd, Sira--Mughal,
Pakpattan, Manawala, Sialkot
and twin cities of Islamabad
and Rawalpindi. Heavy rains
also pounded various cities
in Balochistan, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa and Azad Kash-
mir. Streams and nullahs
are in flood due to torrential
rains in different areas of
Balochistan, KP and AJK.
Land sliding is feared in hilly
areas. A contingency plan
has been prepared in view
of monsoon rains in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Lahore, where
heavy downpour has started
pounding the city since early
morning, has caused urban
flooding in low lying areas.
The heavy inundation of the
Punjab capital speaks volume
of the inefficiency of the local
authorities as almost the en-
tire city is presenting a pic-
ture of gigantic pool and
the suction pumps have
still not been brought to
the flood streets to dewa-
ter them despite the fact
that heavy rain has been
pouring down since almost
five hours. Torrential rains
continue hitting the twin
cities, as a result of which
rainwater has accumulat-
ed on the low-lying areas
and highways.—DNA

Rwanda’s development
iS an example for world

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan’s High
Commissioner for the African
country Rwanda Naeem Khan has
said that Africa region is very im-
portant for Pakistan. Africa is the
largest consumer market in the
world due to the lack of large-scale
industry and production at the lo-
cal level. There are immense op-
portunities for Pakistan’s business
community in this region. The way
Islamabad Chamber has made ef-
forts for trade relations with other
African countries including Ethio-
pia for some time is commendable.
I hope that as the Head of Mission
to Rwanda and other countries, I
will continue to receive the full
support of the Islamabad Chamber
and the business community.

He expressed these views during
his visit to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on Mon-
day. He said that the diplomatic
and political importance of Africa
for Pakistan has its place but the
most importance is trade. In the
policy given to us by the govern-
ment, trade has priority.I invite the
business community of the whole
country, including Islamabad, to
set up their display center in the
Pakistani Embassy in Rwanda, we
will provide full facilities, Rwanda
is an excellent tourist destination,
the business community should

also pay attention to it.

He said that the African region is
of great importance at the political
and diplomatic level in the whole
world. Africa is well represented in
all international forums including
the United Nations, OIC. We need
to take advantage of it. Speaking
on this occasion, President Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
said that the past and present of
Rwanda is an example for other
developing countries of the world.
We also need to learn from the
way Rwanda has taken steps to
eradicate poverty, reduce unem-

ployment and increase the level of
education in a period of 20 years.

Through political stability and
continuity of policies, Rwanda has
achieved a position that is now
called the Singapore of Africa.The
presence of more than 50% wom-
en in Rwanda’s cabinet is proof
that women’s full participation in
the race for development is essen-
tial.Africa is the most important
region of the world where there
are immense investment oppor-
tunities to provide basic facilities
like food, health and education
to a population of more than 100
billion.For success in this most

important region, Pakistan needs
to take support from friendly coun-
tries China and Turkey, which have
a lot of influence in the African re-
gion at the commercial and politi-
cal levels.Pakistan’s deployment of
ambassadors to African countries
is welcome, this project needs to
be expanded further.

He said that the appointment of
a seasoned diplomat like Naeem
Khan as ambassador to Rwanda,
Congo, Burundi and Angola is a
welcome step.He said that direct
flights have started between Pa-
kistan and Ethiopia.This will help
connect not only the Central Af-

rican region but the entire Africa
with Pakistan. He said that the cur-
rent trade volume between Paki-
stan and Rwanda is not encourag-
ing. Pakistan needs to work on the
target of taking its exports from 80
million to one billion dollars in the
next 5 years. He said that between
Pakistan and Rwanda, rice and tea
are the two main commodities that
are imported or exported Work
can also be done to increase this
list. Ronda tea is famous all over
the world, Pakistan also needs to
learn from their experiences. He
said that by starting direct flights
with Rwanda and increasing
trade volume, short-term results
can be achieved, while long-term
results can be achieved by provid-
ing opportunities for students of
both countries to study in univer-
sities. He told the Ambassador
that the Islamabad Chamber is
active in increasing its commer-
cial, social, cultural and political
relations with the whole of Afri-
ca.

In this regard, Pakistan Africa
Business Forum was organized
.Next month, the Chamber will
once again try to establish direct
links with the business commu-
nity across Africa by organizing
the Pak-Africa Business Forum.
In the event, prominent export-
ers of the pharma industry from
Islamabad informed about their
difficulties regarding Ronda.

LCCI, IPO-Pakistan
organise awareness session

LAHORE: The Lahore
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (LCCI), in collabo-
ration with the Intellectual
Property Organisation of
Pakistan  (IPO-Pakistan),
organised an awareness
session on protection and
registration of Geographi-
cal Indications (GIs), here
on Monday. The event
was aimed to emphasise
the significance of geo-
graphically registering and
safeguarding Pakistan’s
valuable products. Sharing
his views, LCCI President
Kashif Anwar highlight-
ed the importance of ge-
ographically registering
products to preserve their
unique characteristics and
reputation. He stressed
that the awareness session
played a crucial role in ed-
ucating stakeholders about
the value and benefits of
GI registration. Director
of Geographical Indica-

tions at IPO-Pakistan, Mu-
hammad Ismail delivered
a detailed presentation on
GIs. He emphasized that
a GI is a distinctive sign
used to identify products
originating from a specific
geographical area, known
for possessing exceptional
qualities and reputation.
These products owe their
distinctiveness to the inter-
play of natural and human
factors in their place of or-
igin. GIs can be associated
with agricultural, tradition-
al, and industrial products
that reflect the identity
and heritage of a particular
region. Ismail further ex-
plained the various aspects
of Intellectual Property and
its types, shedding light on
the Geographical Indica-
tions (Registration and Pro-
tection) Act, 2020. He eluci-
dated the roles of different
entities involved in the GI
system, including the state

(Federal Government),
registrant, authorized user,
and certification body. The
presentation also covered
the registration process
for GIs and the benefits of
GI protection. Participants
were informed that the
registration process for a
GI does not incur any fees
for the registrant, while au-
thorized users are required
to pay a nominal fee of Rs.
1000. The registration pro-
cess typically takes around
3-6 months, and once reg-
istered, the protection of a
GI is unlimited and can be
renewed every 10 years.

He also highlighted that
several provinces in Paki-
stan have already notified
their respective GIs. Cur-
rently, six GIs have been
successfully registered at
the national level through
IPO-Pakistan. These in-
clude Basmati Rice, Pink
Rock  Salt, Hyderabad

Bangles, Sargodha Kin-
now, Chaunsa Mango, and
Sindhri Mango. The regis-
tration of these GIs serves
to protect their authenticity
and promote their econom-
ic value on a national and in-
ternational scale. President
LCCI Kashif Anwar said
that the awareness session
proved to be a significant
step toward promoting the
importance of GI registra-
tion and protection in Paki-
stan. It enabled stakehold-
ers to gain insights into the
benefits of preserving and
promoting the unique prod-
ucts associated with specif-
ic regions across the coun-
try, he said adding that with
increased awareness and
proactive measures, Paki-
stan’s rich cultural heritage
and valuable products can
receive the recognition and
protection they deserve on
both domestic and global
platforms.—DNA

Mayor assures citizens

of municipal grievances

KARACHI:Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab Monday said citizens’ complaints re-
garding cleaning and other municipal problems would be resolved on priority.

He was presiding over a meeting in his office for a detailed review of the problems faced
by the citizens in the limits of, Tehsil Municipal Committee (TMC) Orangi, Manghopir and
Mominabad and issued instructions for their immediate solution by the relevant bodies.
He said that Karachi Water and Sewerage Board should solve the problem of leakage from
water supply and drainage lines in Manghopir. Solid Waste Management Board should
keep in full contact with the TMCs regarding sanitation in their area. All the concerned
officers should solve the problems of the citizens through mutual contacts, he observed.
Deputy Commissioner West Ali Zulfigar Memon, Managing Director Sindh Solid Waste
Management Board Syed Imtiaz Shah, CEO Water Board Syed Salahuddin Ahmed, General
Manager Sindh Solid Waste Management Board Dil Nawaz Shah, Chairman TMC Orangi
Jameel Zia, Chairman TMC Manghopir Haji Nawaz Brohi, Chairman TMC Mominabad Ma-
lik Asif Awan and other officers were also present. Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza
Wahab said that all the concerned officers should try to solve the problems of the citi-
zens as soon as possible through mutual communication. He said that steps should
also be taken to set up offices of TMCs within respective areas under coordination
with the city administration. He said the cattle market established on the green
belt in Orangi should be removed immediately and the district-wise helpline num-
ber should be issued regarding the handling of complaints. Facilitation should be
provided to the people, he said that the Water Board should also immediately solve
the problem of leakage from water lines on various roads. The first priority should
be to stop water leakage so that water wastage can be stopped.—APP

RAWALPINDI: Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of Rawal-
pindi Waste Management
Company(RWMC) Rana
Sajid Safdar on Monday said
that the cleanliness of the hill
station Murree was a top pri-
ority as tourists from across
the world visited to see its
beauty. He said this while
visiting Murree to review the
cleanliness arrangements for
the upcoming Eid-ul-Azha.
Rana said that additional
sanitary workers had been
deployed in Murree to keep
the city neat and clean dur-
ing the Eid holidays. He said
the cleanliness drive was in
full swing in district Murree
while heavy machinery and
excavators were used.—APP

Winning IIB@I‘IS and votes in Pakistani political Landscape

How Party Leadership Should Strategically Connect with the Masses

IMRAN GHAZNAVI

n the dynamic realm
of Pakistani politics,

where public senti-
ment can sway elections,
reputation  management

has emerged as a vital tool
for political parties to se-
cure the trust and support
of the masses. As the coun-
try gears up for the next
general elections, party
leaders must understand
the significance of cultivat-
ing a positive image and
effectively connecting with
the electorate to maximize
their chances of success at
the polls. Reputation man-

agement entails building,
maintaining, and improv-
ing the public perception
of a political party. It in-
volves shaping the narra-
tive surrounding the par-
ty, its leadership, and its
policies. In an era of rapid
information dissemination
and heightened public
scrutiny, the importance
of reputation management
cannot be overstated.

First and foremost, politi-
cal parties must prioritize
transparency and accounta-
bility. Establishing an open
and honest dialogue with
the masses is essential for
fostering trust. Pakistani
voters demand leaders who
can deliver on their promis-
es and effectively address
their concerns. Parties that
demonstrate integrity and a
commitment to public wel-
fare have a better chance of
gaining popular support.
Furthermore, effective
communication plays a piv-
otal role in reputation man-
agement. Party leadership
must embrace various me-

diums such as social media,
public addresses, and grass-
roots campaigns to connect
with the masses. Engaging
in meaningful discussions,
actively listening to public
grievances, and respond-
ing promptly are crucial
steps in building a positive
reputation.Pakistani politi-
cal parties must also adapt
their messaging to resonate
with the diverse needs and
aspirations of the elector-
ate. They should focus on
clearly articulating their vi-
sion, policies, and plans for
the country’s development.
Tailoring messages to spe-
cific demographics and re-
gions, while still maintain-
ing a unifying narrative, can
help parties garner broader
support. The party leader-
ship should also recognize
the importance of inclusiv-
ity and representation. Pa-
kistani society is diverse in
terms of ethnicity, religion,
gender, and socioeconomic
backgrounds. Parties that
genuinely embrace diversi-
ty and provide a platform

for underrepresented voic-
es will gain credibility and
attract a wider range of
voters. Moreover, politi-
cal parties should place a
strong emphasis on deliv-
ering on their promises
and showcasing tangible
results. Actions speak loud-
er than words, and parties
that demonstrate their abil-
ity to bring about positive
change in people’s lives
will naturally build a strong
reputation. This can be
achieved by implementing
effective policies, initiating
development projects, and
ensuring transparency in
governance.

Lastly, the cultivation of a
positive public image re-
quires constant vigilance.
Political parties must be
proactive in monitoring
their reputation, both in
traditional media outlets
and on digital platforms.
Responding swiftly to mis-
information, addressing
criticism constructively,
and rectifying mistakes
promptly will help prevent

reputational damage.
In conclusion, reputation
management holds para-
mount importance for Pa-
kistani political parties as
they vie for the support of
the electorate. By prioritiz-
ing transparency, effective
communication, inclusivity,
and tangible results, par-
ties can strengthen their
reputation and establish a
strong connection with the
masses. The path to victo-
ry in the upcoming general
elections lies not only in
formulating policies but
also in winning the hearts
and minds of the Pakistani
people through thoughtful
reputation management

strategies.

The Author is seasoned
communication pro-
fessional with over 33
years of experience in
media, communication
and reputation manage-
ment. Presently serving
as a senior public serv-
ant and can be reached
through email; ighazna-
vi@gmail.com

SMEDA to sign MoUs
with six public sector
organisations

LAHORE: The Small and
Medium Enterprises Devel
opment Authority (SMEDA)
is going to sign six memo-
randums of understanding
(MoUs) with six public sector
organizations to celebrate
June 27 (Tuesday) as the
World SME Day. The signing
ceremony would be attended
by Makhdoom Syed Murtaza
Mehmood, Federal Minister
Industries and Production
as chief guest. The organi-
sations joining the signing
ceremony of MoUs included
Punjab Small Industries Cor
poration (PSIC), Federal Tax
Ombudsman (FTO), Punjab
Information Technology
Board (PITB), Messaliha
International Center for Ar-
bitration and Dispute Res-
olution (MICADR), Urban
Unit Government of the
Punjab and Government of
Gilgit Baltistan. Talking to
media here Monday, CEO
SMEDA Farhan Aziz Kha-
waja highlighted the signif-
icance of World SME Day,
and said that the United
Nations General Assembly,
in order to recognize and
streamline the importance

of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) in any
economy had declared 27
June as world MSME Day
and the first MSME day
was celebrated on 27th June
2017. The objective of cele-
brating this day was to pro-
vide a platform for MSME
owners to tell their stories
of entrepreneurship and
its challenges, while gov-
ernments, international
organizations and busi-
ness support organizations
show their commitment
to supporting their devel-
opment, he explained
Khawaja added that World
MSME Day 2023 focuses
on galvanizing MSMEs
worldwide by supporting
women and youth entre-
preneurship and resilient
supply chain, in line with
2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development Goals.
He said, “SMEDA is going
to celebrate MSME DAY
by forging powerful allianc-
es with esteemed organiza-
tions that share our vision
for SME development, lead-
ing to the signing of ground-
breaking MoUs.”—DNA

LAHORE: Caretaker Pun-
jab Health Minister Dr
Javed Akram said on Mon-
day there was great need to
set aside personal wishes
and observe caution to stay
healthy on Eidul Azha.

He was addressing a press
conference, organised by
the Pakistan Society of In-
ternal Medicines on ‘Safe
Eidul Azha and Hajj’ at a lo-
cal hotel here. He said that
Hajj pilgrims should follow
precautionary measures to
stay safe from different dan-
gerous diseases.

He said he was proud to
be ‘Umati’ of Holy Prophet
Hazrat Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him). He said
that parents should not
take their children to cattle
markets. Dr Javed Akram
said Pakistan Society of
Internal Medicine was es-
tablishing media wing across
the country. He said quick
action would be taken id the
media would highlight any
problems in public hospitals.
He said alert had been issued
to all government hospitals
in view of the heavy rains.
He said that during Eidul
Azha days, patients would
be provided health services
in public hospitals without
any interruption. The health
minister said people should
adopt preventive measures
to stay safe from coronavirus.
Pakistan Society of Internal
Medicine General Secretary
Prof Dr Somia said that peo-
ple should wear masks in
mosques and places where
animals would be slaugh-
tered. She said people could
protect themselves from
dengue, Congo and others
diseases just by adopting pre-
cautionary measures.—APP

Strict security
measures for

cattle markets

LAHORE: Stringent secu-
rity measures have been
taken at the cattle markets
in the provincial capital to
ensure safety of traders and
buyers.In a statement re-
leased on Monday, Capital
City Police Officer Lahore
Bilal Siddique Kamyana
confirmed that more than
1,000 officers and officials
were assigned the securi-
ty duties at cattle markets
across the city. Dedicated
teams, consisting of four
senior police officers, six
deputy superintendent of
police (DSPs), eight sta-
tion house officers (SHOs),
and 30 upper subordinates
of the Lahore police, have
been formed. Additional-
ly, the Dolphin Squad and
PRUs were conducting
effective patrolling in the
cattle markets areas, he
said. The CCPO said snap
checking was also being
conducted near the cattle
markets.—DNA
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JUNE
June 02/Itlay

National/
Independence Day

June 04/Finland
Armed Forces
Day May 06/UAE
June 06/Sweden
National Day

June 10/Portugal
Portugal Day
(National Day)

June 10/Jordan

Arab Revolution&
Army Day

June 11/United kingdom

Birthday of
Her Majesty The Queen
Elizabeth

June 12/Philippines

Independence Day
June 12/Russian
Federation

Day of Sovereignty of
the Russian
June 13/Zambia

Armed Forces day
June 17/Iceland

National Day

June 18/Seychells
National Day

June 25/Croatia
National Day

June 25/Mozambique
National Day

June 26/Azerbaijan
Army Day
Hotels &
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Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20
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Edhi Ambulance............. 115
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Railway Inquiry.............. 117
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Hospitals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666
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Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 922133443
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

CDNS to launch four

Shariah products: Dar

Besides, all the commitments made in the federal budget 2023-24 would be fulfilled one by
growth and_s_ocial prosperity in the country, he added

one to achieve sustainable economic

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar on Monday
reiterated firm resolve of the
government to implement Sha-
riah Compliant financial system
to promote and encourage inter-
estfree Islamic banking and fi-
nance in the country. Addressing
the launching ceremony of the
Shariah Compliant products by
the Central Directorate of Nation-
al Saving (CDNS), the minister
said the directorate has designed
and introduced Shariah-compliant
investment and saving scheme
which would be formally launched
by July 1, 2023. In a first, the min-
ister said the CDNS has launched
four investment and saving prod-
ucts based on one-year, three-
year and five-year terms, besides
initiating saving account facility,
adding that it is a flexible scheme

returns.

with monthly profit and to with-
draw principle amount that would
encourage savings and ensure full

Ishq Dar informed that soon
after assuming the charge as fi-
nance minister, he had directed

;"‘15 {':ll'

L ﬁ fu

the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
and National Bank of Pakistan
(NBP) to withdraw their petitions
against the decision of the Federal
Shariah Court in which the Court to
had ordered to implement inter-
est-free banking and financing sys-

. |
&

tem in the country. Meanwhile, a
high power steering committee
headed by the Governor SBP was
formed to find ways and means
promote
financial system in the country.
The committee was comprised

of other prominent scholars and
experts from the banking and fi-
nance sectors. He said during the
last tenure of the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz government, a
committee was also constituted,
which had taken several steps and
produced positive results as due
to these efforts, the spread of Is-
lamic banking grew by 21 percent,
adding that the balance sheets
of banks with Shariah Compliant
finance products witnessed a re-
markable increase. The minister
said the government had recent-
ly promised to introduce Islamic
finance products, adding in this
regard all the concerned depart-
ments of the Ministry of Finance
and other attached departments
worked hard to materialize the
commitment. Besides, all the
commitments made in the federal
budget 2023-24 would be fulfilled
one by one to achieve sustainable
economic growth and social pros-
perity in the country, he added.

[

Shariah-compliant

Saudi minister hails Pak
community's sense of duty

Minister Al-Sheikh hoped that the Pakistani pilgrims would return
home safely, forgiven and blessed

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Minis-
ter of Islamic Affairs Abdul
latif Al-Sheikh on Monday
said the Pakistani commu-
nity, known for its strong
Islamic faith, fulfilled their
religious duty by embarking
on the sacred pilgrimage of
Hajj. He, in a message to
Pakistani pilgrims on the
eve of Arafah, said the de-
vout Pakistani pilgrims ex-
pressed their pride in their
religion and eagerly sought
to please Allah Almighty
through this momentous
pillar of Islam.

Minister Al-Sheikh hoped
that the Pakistani pilgrims
would return home safely,
forgiven and blessed. Their
journey was filled with
prayers, supplications, and
acts of devotion, as they
aimed to purify their souls
and draw closer to Allah Al-
mighty, he emphasized.
He, in the spirit of unity
and peace, wished that the
Pakistani pilgrims would

be granted a smooth and
trouble-free journey back to
their homeland. “May they
be blessed with abundant
goodness and protection
from any adversities that
could potentially dampen
their spiritual experience.
It is essential for them to
remain unaffected by any
external influences that
might hinder their sincere
dedication and commitment
to the worship of Allah Al-
mighty, for a truly pure and
unadulterated Hajj experi-
ence,” he maintained.

He said the pilgrimage,
which is considered one
of the five pillars of Islam,
holds immense significance
for Muslims worldwide
because it serves as a re-
minder of the equality of
all believers, regardless of
their background or social
status, as they gather in the
holy city of Makkah to per-
form sacred rituals.

He admired that Pakistan,

a nation known for its
deep-rooted Islamic herit-
age, takes great pride in
its citizens' participation in
this revered journey adding
that the entire nation join
hands in praying for the
safe return of the Pakistani
Hajj pilgrims, hoping that
their pilgrimage would be
accepted by the Allah Al-
mighty.

Minister Al-Sheikh said as
the Pakistani pilgrims con-
clude their Hajj, their hearts
are filled with a sense of
accomplishment and grat-
itude as they have spent
days and nights in worship,
seeking forgiveness and
spiritual elevation. The
experiences gained during
this holy voyage would un-
doubtedly have a lasting im-
pact on their lives, fostering
a stronger connection with
their faith and a deeper
understanding of their pur-
pose, he added. He said it
is the fervent hope of all

well-wishers that the Paki-
stani pilgrims return home
with pure hearts, cleansed
of all sins, and that their
sincere efforts are accepted
by Allah Almighty adding
that may they serve as an
inspiration for their fellow
countrymen, encouraging
them to embark on this sa-
cred journey in the years to
come,” he maintained.
“Indeed, the Hajj pilgrim-
age is a momentous occa-
sion for Muslims around
the world, and the Paki-
stani community's partic-
ipation exemplifies their
unwavering devotion to
Islam. With prayers for
their safety and success,
the nation eagerly awaits
the return of their be-
loved pilgrims, who will
undoubtedly share experi-
ence of their spiritual jour-
ney, spreading blessings
and enlightenment among
their fellow countrymen,”
he maintained.

Quality education
should not be a privilege

ISLAMABAD: In order to spread awareness on how an innovative partnership between
popular shortvideo platform TikTok, edtech startup Edkasa and Lahore University of
Management Sciences (LUMS) benefitted millions in Pakistan, a panel discussion titled
'Quality Education Should Not Be a Privilege' was held at the university in Lahore on June
20th, 2023. The event showcased the #ExamReady campaign that set higher standards for
learning outcomes in the country. The panel saw participation from the #ExamReady team
from TikTok, Edkasa and LUMS. A lively discussion ensued on how a unique partnership
has paved the way for furthering the cause for quality education in Pakistan. Dr. Arshad
Ahmad, Vice Chancellor of LUMS, while talking about platform learning said: "The phe-
nomenon of platform learning was new to everyone. Our faculty and patterns; TikTok and
Edkasa came in with the excitement to explore what can be done when it comes to online
learning. We decided to take some bold steps to ensure the quality of education.”

Topics such as how the partnership came into being were answered by Zara Basharat
Higgs, Head of Public Policy Programs and Partnerships for South Asia at TikTok, who
elaborated on the motivation behind the #ExamReady campaign.

Dr Faisal Bari, Dean of the LUMS School of Education, moderated the event and ad-
dressed queries on the university's role, and the value it brought to the partnership. Dr
Faisal Bari added: "The School of Education was set up to embrace change and work
towards reforming education in the local context, one of the ways we believe change can
happen in Pakistan is through online learning platforms that can help us engage with

students at scale".

Dr. Yasira Waqar, Assistant Professor LUMS School of Education,

elaborated on the strict process that was followed while developing the educational videos
to ensure quality of education. Annum Sadiq, Chief Education Officer and co-founder of
Edkasa, conveyed how teaching while using short video format has increased engagement
and learning with its benefits having reached millions in Pakistan. The panelists also
addressed how such campaigns further the cause of education, improve learning methods
and, by extension, outcomes that improve the youth's skillset. During the event, pan-
elists were also informed of the #ExamReady campaign's success. In a short span,
the campaign has produced 500-plus educational videos that have garnered over 550
million views on TikTok so far and awarded 20,000+ scholarships. The scholarship
program itself has reached 140 districts in Pakistan and 58% of its recipients are from
non-urban locations. Nearly 40% of the recipients are women and the campaign has
covered a wide demographic in a short while, meeting goals such as removing barri-
ers to education, female inclusion, and lowering cost of access.—DNA

Last Date for Encashment of
Withdrawn Prize Bonds Extended

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Government has given an-
other opportunity to the
public to get the withdrawn
prize bonds of Rs.7500,
15,000, 25,000 and Rs.
40,000 redeemed/encashed
by June 30, 2023. Earlier,
the government had fixed
deadline of June 30, 2022,
for redemption/encash-
ment of these prize bonds,
however, considering that
some of the prize bond

holders could not get their
bonds redeemed a final
opportunity has been giv-
en for encashment of prize
bonds till 30th June 2023.
The investors of aforesaid
prize bonds have following
options of encashment or
exchange. a. Encashment
at Face Value b. Conversion
to Premium Prize Bonds
of Rs. 25,000 and/or Rs.
40,000 (Registered) c.
Replacement with Special
Savings Certificates (SSC)
or Defense Savings Cer-
tificates (DSC) The prize

bonds can be redeemed
from SBP Banking Servic-
es Corporation office and
branches of commercial
banks across the country
till 30th June 2023. The SBP
has issued necessary instruc-
tions to commercial banks to
accept requests from general
public for encashment or ex-
change of the prize bonds
till the extended date. The
general public holding these
bonds is encouraged to avail
this final opportunity and
get their holdings redeemed
before 30th June 2023.

No power load-
management:

IESCO

ISLAMABAD: Spokesper-
son of Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IESCO)
on Monday said that no
power load-management
was being carried out
across the company’s re-
gions as generation was
available as per the de-
mand.

Faults, occurred due to
heavy rains, were being
cleared, the spokesperson
said in a statement issued
here. He said over 50 feed-
ers have tripped due to
the heavy rains last night
resulting power suspen-
sion to various localities.
IESCO teams started res-
toration work soon after
the rain in various areas,
he said. He requested
the consumers to register
their complaints in their
nearby offices or on toll
free no 118 for prompt
response to their com-
plaints.—APP

Police recover
cache of arms,
ammunition

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi district police in an operation
recovered a cache of arms and ammunition from a car and
arrested two accused, said a police spokesman on Monday.
He informed that Taxila police during snap-checking recov-
ered a cache of arms and ammunition from a suspected car
and arrested two accused namely Taoos Khan and Akhtar.
He said SHO Taxila Police Station along with a police party
managed to recover 10 pistols, one 8mm rifle, ammunition
and other items from the possession of the accused arrest-
ed. He informed that a case has been registered against the
accused while further investigation is underway.
Superintendent Police, Potohar said that other members of
the gang would also be sent behind bars.

The SP appreciated DSP Taxila Circle, SHO Taxila and the
police party for netting the accused.

EBM wins Pakistan’s
first ever Cannes
Gold Glass Lion

ISLAMABAD: The Leading Food FMCG from Pakistan,
EBM (English Biscuit Manufacturers) has made history
by winning the coveted Cannes Glass Gold Award for its
breakthrough social campaign, Schoolgirl Newscasters.
Cannes Lions Glass: the Lion for Change recognizes work
that highlights issues of gender representation to cham-
pion social change. The campaign is part of EBM’s larger
sustainability agenda which focuses on two of the sev-
en United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UN
SDGs) EBM is committed to, including promoting Quali-
ty Education, Goal 4 and Gender Equality for all, Goal 5.
The breakthrough creative and media campaign featured
young schoolgirls who took over as newscasters, making
headlines on Pakistan’s key news channels to emphasize
the importance of equitable quality education and gender
equality for girls on International Human Rights Day.
This innovative campaign approach is part of the larger
social awareness campaign taken on by EBM as a cham-
pion for social good. EBM has been supporting multiple
grass root education initiatives for over 2 decades, in-
cluding the construction of two school campuses in Swabi.
In addition, EBM also supports GCT’s network of schools both
in Karachi and rural Sindh at 160+ remote locations and has
contributed towards the adoption of The Citizen Foundation
(TCF) schools and the Adult Literacy Programme. The MD
& CEO of EBM, Dr. Zeelaf Munir, and Executive Director
Shahzain Munir walked the stage with their EBM team and
creative partners BBDO, to receive the trophy, while holding
the Pakistani flag. Speaking on this historic occasion, EBM’s
MD and CEO Dr. Zeelaf Munir said, “This Lion is the making
of a better future for millions of girls in Pakistan! EBM has
a longstanding commitment to empowerment through educa-
tion as part of our greater UNSDGs agenda. We wanted to bring
the spotlight on the step change we can achieve through edu-
cating the girl child and what better way than schoolgirls
reading the evening news! This award also showcases
the power of creativity, and I would like to acknowledge
BBDO, our partners and the entire EBM team who have
worked tirelessly to make this moment a reality.” EBM
is committed to the mission of uplifting the lives of indi-
viduals and communities in Pakistan, not only through its
iconic brands, but also through programs that highlight
key social issues and strive to provide viable sustainable
solutions - as reflected in the EBM purpose statement
of “Nourishing Lives, Hearts and Communities”.—DNA

NLC launches
cargo
service for
Shanghai,
Kashgar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Nation-
al Logistics Cell (NLC)
has launched road cargo
service for Shanghai and
Kashgar from Karachi
and Islamabad. In this
connection, a convoy of
NLC trucks carrying ex-
port goods left the Sost
Dry Port in Gilgit-Balti-
stan (GB) for China.

Pakistan Customs, GB fa-
cilitated Pakistan-origin
trucks from Silk Route
Dry Port, Sost to China
by road in accordance
with the International
Road Transport Conven-
tion (TIR Convention),
according to an update
shared on Sunday by
Syed Fawad Ali Shah, Col-
lector Customs, GB.

This step will greatly
enhance Dbilateral and
regional trade through
road, wrote Syed, who
inaugurated the histor-
ical event in collabora-
tion with NLC. Earlier
this month, under a pilot
project, Pakistan Cus-
toms facilitated the first
ever export of cargo to
Kazakhstan via China
under Quadrilateral Traf-
fic in Transit Agreement

(QTTA). QTTA was
signed between China,
Pakistan, Kazakhstan

and Kyrgyzstan to pro-
vide an alternative route
for trade between these
countries.

The development is be-
ing seen in Pakistan as
a major step forward in
enhanced road connec-
tivity between China and
Pakistan. The cargo ser-
vice is expected to add to
the regional economy and
also pave the way for for
full-scale implementation
of QTTA, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Monday.—APP

Water inflow
in major
rivers jumps
to 505,800

cusecs

ISLAMABAD: Water
inflow in all major riv-
ers has significantly in-
creased due to shooting
up of mercury and tor-
rential rains as on Mon-
day it stood at 505,800
cusecs against outflow of
310,400 cusces.
According to Indus River
System Authority (IRSA),
water inflow in the Riv-
er Indus at Tarbela has
increased to 269,000
cusecs against outflow
of 135,900 cusecs.The
water level in River In-
dus at Tarbela Dam was
1481.22 feet and was
83.22 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow
in the dam was recorded
as 269,000 cusecs and
135,900 cusecs respec-
tively. The water inflow
in River Jhelum at Mangla
dam has surged to 72,300
cusecs against outflow of
10,000 cusecs.The water
level in River Jhelum at
Mangla Dam was 1166.70
feet, which was 116.70
feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet.
Similarly, water inflow in
River Kabul at Nowshera
has jumped to 74,300
cusecs and in River Chen-
ab at Marala, it was re-
corded as 65,800 cusecs.
The water inflow at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa , Guddu
and Sukkur was record-
ed as 190,300, 186,700,
115,200 and 76,500
cusecs respectively—APP
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Briefs

RAWALPINDI: Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA)
Rawalpindi was put on high
alert to cope with urban
flooding following heavy
rain on Sunday night, said
Managing Director (MD)
of WASA. He informed that
Rawalpindi and Islamabad
received heavy rain on Sun-
day night, and all arrange-
ments were finalized by
the agency to deal with the
flash flood.

He said that according to
rainfall gauging stations, 47
mm of rain was recorded
at Saidpur Village, 55mm
at Golra, 58mm at Bokra,
52mm at PMD, 52mm
at Shamsabad, 62mm at
Chaklala while water level
sensor data showed 10 feet
at Kattarian and 9.5 ft at
Gawalmandi and pre-alert
for Gawalmandi area was
issued at 4.18 am. WASA
personnel were deployed
in different city areas along
with heavy machinery, the
MD said adding, WASA
staff was present at Liaquat
Bagh, Committee Chowk,
Waris Khan Sadigabad and
along Nullah Lai. The water
level in Nallah Lai was be-
ing monitored regularly, he
said and informed that the
water level had come down
to 5 ft at Kattarian and 4 ft
at Gawalmandi at 7.55 am
on Monday. —APP

NLC
launches
cargo service
for Shanghai,
Kashgar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National
Logistics Cell (NLC) has
launched road cargo service
for Shanghai and Kashgar
from Karachi and Islama-
bad. In this connection, a
convoy of NLC trucks car-
rying export goods left the
Sost Dry Port in Gilgit-Bal-
tistan (GB) for China.

Pakistan Customs, GB fa-
cilitated Pakistan-origin
trucks from Silk Route
Dry Port, Sost to China by
road in accordance with the
International Road Trans-
port Convention (TIR Con-
vention), according to an
update shared on Sunday
by Syed Fawad Ali Shah,
Collector Customs, GB.
This step will greatly en-
hance bilateral and regional
trade through road, wrote
Syed, who inaugurated the
historical event in collab-
oration with NLC. Earlier
this month, under a pilot
project, Pakistan Customs
facilitated the first ever
export of cargo to Kazakh-
stan via China under Quad-
rilateral Traffic in Transit
Agreement (QTTA). QTTA
was signed between China,
Pakistan, Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan to provide an al-
ternative route for trade be-
tween these countries. The
development is being seen
in Pakistan as a major step
forward in enhanced road
connectivity between Chi-
na and Pakistan. The cargo
service is expected to add
to the regional economy
and also pave the way for
for full-scale implementa-
tion of QTTA, Gwadar Pro
reported on Monday.

Epidemic of
children’s
mental health
disorders

ISLAMABAD: Behind the
innocent smiles of our chil-
dren lie unseen battles that
often go unnoticed. The
alarming surge in mental
health disorders among our
youth calls for immediate in-
tervention. By acknowledg-
ing and addressing these
hidden struggles, we can
pave the way for a brighter
future where our children’s
well-being takes center
stage. In recent years, the
surge in children’s mental
health disorders has cast
a spotlight on a pressing
issue that often goes unno-
ticed. Despite the gravity
of the situation, society has
failed to provide adequate
attention and  support,
leaving countless children
struggling in silence.
Experts in the field empha-
size the critical role parents
play in supporting children’s
mental health. Chief Execu-
tive Officer MehfoozBachpan
(Child Protection Campaign),
Bushra Igbal highlights, “Un-
derstanding a child’s person-
ality physiologically, mental-
ly, and physically by giving
them a conducive approach
provides a protective envi-
ronment.—DNA

CPEC liberated Pak from

Burden of Geopolitics

The historical influence on Pakistan’s decision-making has veered predominantly towards geopolitical
considerations, while overlooking the significance of geoeconomic

= s T

DNA

ISLAMABAD: During the inaugu-
ral ceremony of the 10th anniver-
sary celebrations of China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
Mr. Ahsan Igbal, the Minister of
Planning, Development, and Spe-
cial Initiatives, said that Pakistan
had previously been trapped in
the clutches of global geopolitics
and forced to assume the role of a
pawn in regional conflicts.
However, he emphasized that the
construction of CPEC has proven
to be a game-changer, propelling
Pakistan onto a new develop-
mental trajectory that prioritizes
geoeconomics.

On June 22, 2023, the Ministry
of Planning, Development, and
Special Initiatives hosted the
inaugural ceremony of CPEC’s
10thanniversary celebrations. Mr.
Igbal, the Minister of Planning,
attended the event and delivered
a speech. Mr. Pang Chunxue, Act-
ing Chargé d’Affaires of the Chi-
nese Embassy in Pakistan, along
with Secretary Planning Mr. Syed
Zafar Ali Shah attended the event,
as did representatives from Chi-
na’s and Pakistan’s media and
business sectors.

-

The historical influence on Pa-
kistan’s  decision-making  has
veered predominantly towards
geopolitical considerations, while
overlooking the significance of
geoeconomics. This disposition
has consistently cast Pakistan
in the role of a tool for war, bur-
dened by substantial military
expenditures, and unable to fully
explore the entirety of its poten-
tial in fostering amicable relations

N

with other nations. CPEC proved
to be a game-changing shift for
Pakistan, liberating it from the
shackles of geopolitics and pro-
pelling the country into the realm
of geo-economics.” the minister
said.

Over the past decade, China and
Pakistan have achieved fruitful
outcomes in key areas such as
Gwadar, energy, infrastructure
development, and industrial co-

b

operation in Pakistan. “Before
CPEC, this country struggled
to maintain uninterrupted pow-
er supply for more than 16-18
hours. People used to say that
Pakistan was regressing to the
Stone Ages”, the minister stated.
Thanks to the energy projects un-
der the CPEC, many remote are-
as have bid farewell to candles.
Nowadays, the energy projects
have cumulatively provided one-

S.

third of the national electricity
supply in Pakistan. However, the
construction of CPEC has not
always been a smooth journey,
as various forces have sought
to interfere since its beginning.
The minister recalled that ini-
tially, several lobbies became
active in making CPEC contro-
versial within Pakistan, with
a particular focus on Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan.
“So, while we conducted eco-
nomic planning, we also made
a concerted effort in effective
communication to convey the
true facts to the people”, the
minister said, then extended
his gratitude to the security
personnel who have been en-
suring the safety of CPEC.
Mr. Igbal further stated that
China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive and the Global Develop-
ment Initiative have provided
new avenues for development
in various countries, including
Pakistan. CPEC is a project
for Pakistan that will serve
as a source of peace and pros-
perity, not only within the
nation itself but throughout
the entire region, reaping its
abundant rewards, Gwadar Pro
reported on Monday.

China's diplomatic overture:
strengthening European bonds

This diplomatic overture was aimed at reducing
misconception and forging a path toward more
collaboration between China and the Western nations

presented an opportunity
to both sides to bridge the
gap and foster a deeper
understanding of China's
perspective. This diplomat-
ic overture was aimed at re-
ducing misconception and
forging a path toward more
collaboration between Chi-
na and the Western nations.
Li Qiang's European voyage
entailed three objectives:
forging connections with po-
litical and business leaders in
Berlin and Paris, co-chairing
the seventh China-Germany
inter-governmental consulta-

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The just-con-
cluded six-day visit of Chi-
nese Premier Li Qiang to
Germany and France holds
great significance for the
intricate fabric of political
and economic relations be-
tween China and Europe.

By intentionally selecting
these two countries, which
are perhaps the most vo-
cal for European neutral-
ity and independence, as
his first-ever diplomatic

seven

consecutive
In 2022, bilateral trade be-
tween the two nations soared
to an impressive 300 billion
euros ($327 billion). Addi-
tionally, Germany holds the
distinction of being Europe's
leading investor in the vast
Chinese market. This sym-
biotic relationship between
two economic powerhouses
typifies the immense poten-
tial for collaboration between
China and Germany - and
Europe. By fortifying ties
with Germany and France,
China is seeking economic

years.

interactions - particularly with
Scholz and Macron -Premier
Li received a very positive
response. Scholz emphasized
Germany's staunch opposi-
tion to decoupling, making it
clear that "derisking" does
not equate to "de-Sinicization."
It is clear from the Scholz’s
meeting with Li that Germany
remains fully committed to
enhancing ties with China and
augmenting bilateral exchang-
es and cooperation, thereby
paving the way for stable and
mutually beneficial relations.
The current series of diplo-

destinations after assum-

tion, and participating in the

benefits and shared prosper-

CBCGDF fund

assists Pakistani
delegation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Pakistani business repre-
sentatives visited Hunan, China for exchanges and con-
nections with government institutions, business associa-
tions and relevant enterprises. The visit was organized
and coordinated by the International Environmental Spe-
cial Fund of China Biodiversity Conservation and Green
Development Foundation (CBCGDF),
China Economic Net (CEN), the delegation, consisting of
eight members, was led by Senator and General Abdul
Qayyum, along with Sheikh Ejaz Asghar, Vice Chairman
of the Pakistan-China Business Forum, Khalid Mahmood,
CEO of Pakistan Green Energy Company, and Ms. Wang
Lihua, General Manager of Pakistan Woda Limited. The
business areas for connections covered new energy, au-
tomobiles, steel, household appliances, building materi-
als, electronic products, food processing, and agricultural
products. The delegation held forums with more than 60
Hunan enterprises. Representatives from the Hunan Pro-
vincial Department of Commerce introduced the overall

According to the

ISLAMABAD: The Benazir
Income Support Program
(BISP) has resumed cash
disbursement to the bene-
ficiaries of the Benazir Ka-
faalat from Monday which
was earlier suspended for
two days due to extreme
heat wave conditions.
According to the Spokes-
man, the cash disburse-
ment process will continue
from June 26 to June 28.
These cash disbursement
will remain closed during
the Eid-ul-Azha holidays
and again resume from July
03. These cash disburse-
ment of Rs. 9000/- each to
nine million families is con-
tinued across the country.
The mothers of the children
registered under Benazir
Education Stipends are
also being paid the educa-
tion stipend amount. Since
June 19, an amount of about
Rs. 26 billion has been
disbursed to more than
2934000 households.
Under the instructions
of Federal Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and
Social Safety, Shazia Mar-
ri, the monitoring teams
are also working to en-
sure transparent payment
of these stipends. —APP

Relentless efforts
to improve
Pakistan-Russia
economic
relations

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
and the Chamber of Com-
merce of the Sakha Repub-
lic (Yakutia), Russia have
signed an MOU desiring
to contribute to the expan-
sion of friendly relations in
the future through the de-
velopment of cooperation
projects aimed at mutually
beneficial development of
joint business projects in
the Sakha Republic (Yaku-
tia) and Pakistan, guided
by the desire to develop for-
eign economic relations be-
tween the Sakha Republic
(Yakutia) and in Pakistan:
The MOU was signed after
a week of 75th anniversa-
ry on the establishment of
bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Russian Fed-

matic engagements between
situation of Hunan's industries and the current status of

ing office, Premier Li has
made a symbolic gesture of
Beijing’s strategic intent to-
wards Europe, says a report
carried by Gwadar Pro on
Monday. This carefully or-
chestrated overture serves
as a crucial component of
China's broader drive-or
charm offensive as per the
Western media’s terminolo-
gy-to address the misunder-
standings and misinterpre-
tations surrounding China
within the Western world.

His proactive engagements
with European leaders

New Global Financing Pact
Summit in Paris. The world
has been keenly observing
this diplomatic undertaking
from China in Europe, which
has the potential for a more
balanced and informed di-
alogue that could reshape
global relations in a positive
direction. For many years,
Germany has stood as Chi-
na's preeminent trading
partner within the Europe-
an Union. In fact, China has
maintained its status as Ger-
many's largest global trading
partner for an impressive

ity, while creating a sort of
counterbalance within the
sphere of American influence
in Europe. Embracing China's
outreach is not only pragmatic
but also holds the potential to
reshape the economic land-
scape in ways that can yield
longlasting rewards for both
parties involved. It was a very
hectic trip by Li Qiang, who
had unabated string of meet-
ings, summits and then one-
on-one meetings with German
Chancellor Scholz and French
President Macron as well. As
expected, in all his personal

German and China-which in-
cluded Chancellor Scholz’s vis-
it to Beijing in December last
year, then Wang Yi, director of

the Office of the Foreign Af-
fairs Commission of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee visited Eu-
rope and met German lead-
ership in February, followed
by German foreign minister
Annalena Baerbock ‘s visit
to China in April -signifies
a transformative phase of
cooperation between the
two countries-as well as be-
tween China and Europe.

trade with Pakistan. They highlighted the prospects and
opportunities that Hunan's industrial capabilities, particu-
larly in engineering machinery, new energy, IT technolo-
gy, and e-commerce, can bring to the upgrading and com-
petitiveness of Pakistan's industries. The representatives
of the Pakistani business delegation stated that Pakistan
has a population of over 200 million and is currently at
the initial stage of rapid development with a relatively low
overall economic level. Due to the longstanding friendly
relations, the government attaches great importance to
trade connections and cooperation with China. They view
China as a role model for development and expressed the
urgent need for Chinese technology and products in the
fields of communications, building materials, aviation,
new energy, transportation, food processing, electronic
products, agriculture, and household appliances.

IMF has become
a highly political
___Institution

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Former
President of Islamabad

Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) Dr. Shahid
Rasheed Butt said on Mon-
day that the IMF, World
Bank and other such institu-
tions are promoting poverty
and inequality in the world.
Their aim is to increase
the wealth and influence of
Western countries by rob-
bing the poor countries of
their resources, he added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said
in a statement issued here
today that because of the
tactics of these institutions,
five percent of the world’s
population has occupied

eighty percent of the re-
sources. The majority of
the richest people in the
world belong to a West
ern power, and the IMF is
adopting every legal and il-
legal tactic to increase their
wealth, he observed. The
business leader said that at
present more than seventy
countries, including Paki-
stan, are unable to pay their
debts. Self-interested elites
who can sell the country’s
assets but cannot reduce
spending control most of
these countries. Shahid
Rashid Butt said that doz-
ens of countries have been
ruined by the IMF’s poli-
cies and have been forced
to abandon national integri-
ty and interests.

The ability of such coun-
tries to compete in the in-
ternational market is lost,
the economy falls, inflation
increases and people’s lives
become more difficult. In
these situations, rich trans-
fer their resources while in-
telligent people leave their
countries and go to Western
countries to increase speed
of their development, which
is a serious brain drain issue.
IMF has never stopped any
country from corruption and
spending spree, but has al-
ways victimized the common
people. This institution has
never brought any country
out of crisis, but has wors-
ened their situation, so the
sooner the country gets rid
of it, the better it is.

New taxes will
put huge strain
on deprived

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Hanif
Mughal, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Pakistan Economy
Watch (PEW) said on Mon-
day that the recently an-
nounced tax measures will
bring untold pressure on
the poor masses facing un-
precedented inflation and
unemployment since last
few years. The government

has made several changes
to next fiscal year’s budget,
including fiscal tightening
measures in a last-ditch
effort to secure critical
funding, but it will also hit
the masses badly, he said.
The government now aims
to generate another Rs215
billion in taxes and cut
spending by Rs85 billion
without reducing the feder-
al development budget or
the salaries and pensions
of government employees,

which will be difficult, he
added. In a statement is-
sued here today, Dr. Hanif
Mughal the IMF orders
will revise the revenue col-
lection target to Rs9.415
trillion; put total spending
at Rs14.48 trillion and the
share of provinces would be
increased to Rs5.39 trillion
from Rs5.28 trillion. The
government will collect
Rs70 billion from fertiliser
duty, Rs45 billion from
hike in tax on buying, sell-
ing property, and Rs30
billion from increased tax
on people earning above
Rs200,000 per month.
Govt has claimed to cut
spending by Rs85 billion,
raise Petroleum Develop-
ment Levy from Rs50 to
Rs60 per litre.

eration, at the Saint Pe-
tersburg economic forum
2023. Mr. Umar Masood
Ur Rehman Vice Presi-
dent FPCCI and Mr. Bo-
goslovskaya Marina Presi-
dent CCR have signed the
MOU. Republic of Sakha
(Yakutia) is the largest re-
public of Russia, located
in the Russian Far East,
along the Arctic Ocean,
and with a population of
roughly 1 million Sakha
comprises half of the area
of its governing Far East-
ern Federal District.
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Putin’s problems
aren’t over

Yevgeny Prigozhin called off his march on Moscow on Saturday

every bit as abruptly as he had begun his rebellion the previous

day. But the Wagner group’s armed mutiny, however short-lived,
has diminished Vladimir Putin in the eyes of both the elite and ordinary
Russians. The mercenaries had taken over the Russian southern mili-
tary command in Rostov-on-Don, a logistical hub for the Ukraine inva-
sion, before racing towards the capital. Mr Putin was forced to warn of
“a deadly threat to our state” and Moscow’s mayor urged residents to stay
at home. While Mr Prigozhin’s uprising looks like a desperate act to stop his
private army being incorporated into regular forces, some wonder if broader
intra-elite conflict lies in the background. The Wagner chief had become in-
creasingly brazen in his attacks on the defence minister, Sergei Shoigu, and
commander in chief, Valery Gerasimov. Initially there were suggestions
that he might be acting with the approval of the Kremlin. But on Friday,
Mr Prigozhin attacked not only the execution of the war but its very ra-
tionale, before claiming that Russian forces had killed scores of his men
in a rocket attack and demanding revenge on the “evil” military leader-
ship. A day later — after Mr Putin accused him of treason - he challenged
his master outright for the first time.
Mr Prigozhin’s hubris was already astounding. His unlikely rise saw him
evolve from petty thug to a thug on a grand scale, via a hotdog stand and mil-
itary catering contracts. Wagner, a network of companies, is believed to have
sent mercenaries to about 30 countries. Mr Prigozhin set up troll factories,
too, and was indicted in the US over interference in the 2016 US election.
His claim that he stood down his men to prevent bloodshed raised eyebrows,
given the atrocities of which Wagner forces have been accused in Ukraine, Syr-
ia, Central African Republic and other nations. He presumably realised that he
could not amass enough support. But he has not been punished - yet — and was
said to be going to Belarus, supposedly following the mediation of its leader,
Alexander Lukashenko. The fighters who supported the uprising will reportedly
be forgiven; others subsumed into the regular military, as planned. On Satur
day, the Russian leader drew parallels with wartime events in 1917 that led to
“destruction of the army and the state”. Others cited 1991: Mikhail Gorbachev
saw off a coup, but neither he nor the Soviet Union lasted the year. Few assume
the same fate for Mr Putin. But his grip on his country has never faced greater
threat. In the last 18 months he has been dealt two great blows entirely of his
own creation: his failed attempt to take Kyiv and bring Ukraine to heel, and now
the rebellion by his own protege, with forces he enabled. The uncertainty and
humiliation may make him more dangerous. While Mr Prigozhin’s uprising
appears to be over, its consequences are only starting to unfold.
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ROK and China

mid the worsening bilateral relations, Republic of Korea For-

eign Minister Park Jin’s latest remarks that his country will con-

tinue to “strengthen strategic dialogue with China” certainly
comes as a relief for anyone who worries about the direction Sino-ROK
ties seem to be heading in. The ROK government has no reason to hate
China and has no will to do so, Yonhap News Agency cited Park as saying.
Park added that Seoul’s baseline stance is to build “a healthy and mature”
relationship with Beijing based on mutual respect and benefits for both,
according to the report. China-ROK relations have been experiencing
difficulties in recent years, initially as a result of the decision by Seoul to
deploy the United States’ Terminal High Altitude Area Defense missile
system in the country. Relations have deteriorated further after the Yoon
Suk-yeol administration took office last year. With Seoul aligning itself
with the Joe Biden administration’s “Indo-Pacific” strategy, Seoul and
Beijing have often been at loggerheads with each other on issues that
the US is employing to try and keep Beijing on the back foot. Beijing
lodged “solemn representations” with the ROK government in April in
response to the ROK leader’s remarks that the Taiwan question is not
just an issue between the Chinese mainland and the island, but a global
matter like the Korean Peninsula issue, calling them “erroneous” and
“totally unacceptable”. The ROK Foreign Ministry summoned Chinese
ambassador to Seoul Xing Haiming to issue a protest early this month af-
ter he, in comments to an opposition politician, warned the ROK against
making a “wrong bet” when it came to Sino-US rivalry and urged it to
stop “decoupling” from China. The rising tensions in bilateral ties
risk causing irreparable damage to the strategic partnership that the
two sides have worked so hard to build over the years. It would serve
the interests of both China and the ROK, which just marked the 30th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties last year, if they
could properly manage their differences. Thanks to their pragmatic
cooperation featuring equality and mutual benefit over the past three
decades, the two countries have achieved common development and
prosperity. China remains the ROK’s top export destination and trade
partner, accounting for one-fourth of all ROK trade in 2021. Bilateral
trade reached a record $362.35 billion that year, which was higher
than the ROK’s trade with the US, Japan and Europe combined. The
two countries have also agreed to hold negotiations on a follow-up to
the China-ROK Free Trade Agreement that will cover services and
investment, and work together to keep global industry and supply
chains stable. It would be a boon for the two countries and the region
if they could indeed work together as “inseparable partners”.

One life 1s not enough to understand China

Irfan Shahzad Takalvi

In all these respects,
travelling in various
parts of China since early
years of this century, I
have personally found
that people are highly
confident, happy about
what their country has
achieved on economic

Qamar Bashir

Many Pakistanis, who
are sensitive to the
gravity of this apparently
hasty decision, were
astonished by the abrupt
agreement to sell berth
6 to 9 of Karachi Port
which are important
because they are the
dedicated container
terminals of the Pakistan
International Container
Terminal (PICT) which
handles 60% of the
country’s containerized
cargo. The berths
are equipped with
modern cargo handling
equipment, including
gantry cranes,
reachstackers, and
forklifts. They are also
able to accommodate
large container ships,
with a maximum draft of
13 meters. In addition
they provide jobs to
thousands of people,
contribute to the
economic development
of the country and help
to connect Pakistan
with the global economy

ome three years ago, with COVID-19 at the peak

of its unprecedented devastation, a Chinese friend

asked my opinion about the prospects for China
achieving the goal of a moderately prosperous society —
set for that very year, 2020. Despite the havoc that deadly
virus was creating, and China being hit the most at that
time, I expressed exactly as I felt. My answer was: “In my
view, as a China-watcher and following the developments
related to China’s economy and society, the People’s Re-
public has already achieved the goal of Xiao Kang She-
hui - moderately prosperous society — in more ways than
one.” That was before China officially announced achiev-
ing the goal. Why was I so convinced? Because in my
view as a student of development, numbers and data tell
us only half of the picture: what is more important is the
level of confidence of the people, the ease the people
notice and witness in living their day to day lives,
and smooth access to basic necessities and civic ser-
vices makes the real difference.
In all these respects, travelling in various parts of China
since early years of this century, I have personally found
that people are highly confident, happy about what their
country has achieved on economic, developmental as
well as political and strategic fronts over past four dec-
ades; and every single Chinese citizen feels pride in his
country’s miraculous turnaround. After a Covid-caused
frustrating gap of over three years, I was luckily able to
visit China once again this April. The Study Tour organ-
ized by China NGOs Network for International Exchanges
(CNIE), was an extensive undertaking involving visits to
and interactions in Beijing, HangZhou, YiWu, and Chong-
Qing. Thanks to Chinese Embassy in Islamabad, this was a
wonderful learning and educative experience for a student
of Sinology such as me, along with several others from Pa-

kistan and half a dozen other nations. Yet another op-
portunity it was to witness China’s continuous strides
towards unparalleled successes.

What China has been able to achieve is there, open, for
everyone to notice. Be it basic livelihoods, food security,
health and sanitation, education - and more importantly
a sense of living in a peaceful nation — China’s people can
rightly boast of an unprecedented record, finding no
parallels in the contemporary history of the world.
Even when we talk in terms of numbers and data
- be it per capita income, rural and urban wages,
access to healthcare and educational institutions,
farm to market roads and other communication ser-
vices, access to finance and financial services, China
is well on its way to achieve the goal of a moderately
prosperous society, the goal set for 2020.

As a follower of China affairs, I may actually say that when
Chinese leadership says “moderately prosperous
society”, they are actually being very ‘modest’
about it. They, over past years in particular and
since 1978 in general, have actually registered a
turnaround and uplift for the people which in all
respects is way beyond ‘moderate prosperity.’
The outbreak of and resultant losses from COVID-19, al-
though of very high scale, were simply not able to make
any big dent on China’s drive towards Xiao Kang Shehui -
because the foundations of such a society are already too
strong to be shaken, and the work already registered is
too visible to be eclipsed. In fact, the way China overcame
the pandemic and also gave the world time to prepare for
it was a clear indication that China as a society is strong
enough to emerge victorious out of such situations, and
keep its people’s live safe, as well as their livelihoods
keep moving, in times of such trouble.

Karachi Port sold out....

r. Ishaq Dar, our finance minister, whenever

asked about the stalemate with the IMF and

the country’s economic difficulties, he used to
reply, “we have a lot of assets”. At the time, no one under-
stood what he meant, until one fine morning we learned
that a significant part of Karachi port, which is a major
trade gateway, facilitating economic growth, providing
employment, and ensuring regional connectivity for Pa-
kistan, had been sold to Dubai Group without a second
thought. I am certain that the government must have
conducted a more in-depth investigation, held a public
hearing, and provided an answer to the question of why
a profit-making entity that was not only crucial to our
economic well-being but also to the security and sov-
ereignty of the country was sold off so quickly, when
there are many State-owned enterprises that are incur-
ring losses or are idle and a burden on government
coffers and were ready to be sold.
Many Pakistanis, who are sensitive to the gravity of
this apparently hasty decision, were astonished by the
abrupt agreement to sell berth 6 to 9 of Karachi Port
which are important because they are the dedicated con-
tainer terminals of the Pakistan International Container
Terminal (PICT) which handles 60% of the country’s
containerized cargo. The berths are equipped with mod-
ern cargo handling equipment, including gantry cranes,
reachstackers, and forklifts. They are also able to accom-
modate large container ships, with a maximum draft of
13 meters. In addition they provide jobs to thousands
of people, contribute to the economic development of
the country and help to connect Pakistan with the glob-
al economy. They generate substantial revenue through
customs duties, port fees, and other charges that con-
tribute to national development, infrastructure projects,
and public welfare initiatives. They are the key compo-
nent of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
a flagship project of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
and a primary entry point for Chinese goods destined
for Pakistan and Central Asia, further enhancing its sig-
nificance in regional trade.
I am certain that the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC) had calculated the specific implications
of such a sale, must have approved mutually agreed
upon terms and conditions, and evaluated the intentions
and strategies of the acquiring party. It must also have
evaluated the potential political repercussions of such
a decision, taken into account the long-term strategic
and economic implications of selling national assets and
must have established a mechanism to mitigate the risks
and maximize the benefits for the nation.
The agreement has both positive and negative aspects.
It is likely that the transaction will bring substantial cap-
ital and expertise to modernize and expand the port’s
facilities, thereby improving its efficiency and capacity.
Dubai is also known for its advanced technology and in-
novation, and they may introduce cutting-edge technol-
ogies and systems to enhance port operations, such as
automated processes, smart logistics, and digital con-
nectivity. The influx of investment and improved infra-
structure could potentially stimulate economic growth
in the region, upgrade port facilities to entice more in-
ternational trade, enhance cargo handling capabilities,
and generate employment opportunities. The strategic
location of Dubai as a significant trading hub could bol-
ster Karachi Port’s position in global supply chains. Ex-
isting trade connections and networks in Dubai could
facilitate increased trade volumes and improved connec-
tivity with other locations and markets. A few countries

have sold their main port operation to a foreign country
due to financial difficulties, a desire to attract foreign
investment, or a strategic decision to partner with a ma-
jor trading nation. China’s COSCO Shipping acquired a
67% stake in Greece’s main port, the Port of Piraeus,
in 2008. Sri Lanka leased China Merchants Port Hold-
ings the Hambantota Port for 99 years in 2017. Pakistan
licensed the Gwadar Port to China Overseas Ports Hold-
ing Company for a period of forty years in 2015. In
2018, Djibouti leased the Doraleh Container Terminal
for 50 years to DP World of the United Arab Emirates.
China Merchants Group purchased a 51% stake in the
Port of Bar from Montenegro in 2017.
However, there are also negative aspects. There are
underlying concerns that these deals could give foreign
countries too much control over critical infrastructure
and could lead to job losses and economic dependence
and may compromise the sovereignty and jeopardize
the country’s decision-making authority over the port’s
operations and policies. Dubai would consolidate its in-
fluence in the region and potentially establish a domi-
nant market position, which could lead to monopolistic
practices, price control, and limited competition, which
could have repercussions for the interests of other
stakeholders. In the course of modernizing and opti-
mizing the port, there may be a reorganization of op-
erations and personnel, which may result in job cuts or
altered employment conditions. During the transition,
labor unions and employees may be concerned about
their rights, employment security, and fair treatment.
Controlling and monitoring imports and exports is es-
sential for a nation’s security, as are port operations.
Transferring ownership to a foreign entity may raise
concerns regarding the potential impact on national se-
curity and the capacity to protect sensitive or strategic
information. If the new owner prioritizes profit over so-
cial considerations, the local community could be neg-
atively affected and If it does not adhere to stringent
regulatory standards, for instance, job losses, changes in
labor conditions, and environmental problems may occur.
It could have geopolitical ramifications, modifying regional
dynamics or impacting relations with neighboring nations.
The only reason for the lightningfast mechanism was
because all stakeholders, including all component parties
of the PDM and establishment were on the same page.
Chaired by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar, the cabinet com-
mittee meeting began on Wednesday evening and contin-
ued until Thursday morning to finalise the commercial
agreement, subsequently, the KPT and ADP signed a con-
cession agreement for the operations, maintenance, invest-
ment, and development of berths 6 to 9 on the East Wharf
of the Karachi Port.
It was the first intergovernmental transaction authorized
by a law passed the previous year to raise emergency
funds without disclosing the full terms of the agreement.
Interestingly, the agreement signed under this law cannot
be challenged in court of the country. The Pakistani gov-
ernment approved the agreement without consulting the
public, with an initial investment of $220 million. Many
peoples are rightly astound by the fact that Mr. Ishaq Dar’s
personal net worth is increasing exponentially while the
country’s assets are diminishing at the same rate. His as-
set, which was worth $ 307,200,000 in 2019 doubled to $
600,000,000,000,000 in 2023, indicating that he employs a
distinct financial and economic model for his asset and the
country’s assets.
According to credible reports, the transaction was struc-
tured as a 40-year lease (according to some other reports

The very concept of Xiao Kang Shehui is based on mil-
lennia old values and strength of Chinese society; so the
present government led by President Xi Jinping is doing
all the right things to build upon this ancient foundation
of their country. The concept and efforts to achieve it are
a clear indication that Chinese model - contrary to the
capitalistic model - is not simply concerned about caring
for the rich and powerful, but focus on Xiao Kang Shehui
makes it necessary that every single soul living within
the boundaries of the nation shares the fruits of devel-
opment and growth, equitably and correspondingly. One
can notice the proof, all around the country. Even if
Chinese GDP grows somewhat slowly than past years
- say the year of double-digit growth - it will not
mean that continuous journey towards making China
the greatest nation on earth faces any serious chal-
lenges. The journey towards realizing the ‘Chinese
Dream’ is progressing ahead, right on target, in fact

in a better way than an ordinary observer can fathom.
I have for long been saying to my Chinese friends as well
as China-watchers like me elsewhere that ‘just one life
is certainly not enough to understand China’, China of
today, what it has achieved in such a short time of about
a generation. It needs no stress that Chinese leadership
under visionary and able guidance of Xi Jinping, and cad-
res of Communist Party of China from top to bottom - at
national, provincial, prefecture, county and even village
level — have all worked exemplarily to take their coun-
try towards this proud moment. Much more, glorious
and proud in all its essence, awaits the Chinese nation

in years ahead.

—The author is founding president of the Eurasian
Century Institute (ECI), Islamabad-Pakistan. He
may be accessed at irfanzad@gmail.com

50-year ) with an option to purchase at the end of the
term. The lease agreement contained a number of provi-
sions that granted Dubai extensive control over the port.
These clauses included the authority to appoint the port’s
management, determine the port’s fees, and veto any al-
terations to the port’s operations. According to reports,
the deal was worth $3.5 billion, but the precise terms of
payment were not disclosed. Critics argued that the agree-
ment gave Dubai too much control over the port and was
not in Pakistan’s best interests. However, the government
defended the agreement, arguing that it would bring
much-needed investment to the port and contribute to the
economic growth of the country.
Interestingly, this transaction cannot be called in question
or challenged in any court of law under the Inter-Govern-
mental Commercial Transactions Act, 2022. This is an
overriding Act which has authorized the government to ne-
gotiate, and supervise signing of agreements between the
government of Pakistan and the government of a foreign
state aimed at promoting , attracting, and encouraging
foreign states to have economic and business relations
with Pakistan. According to the Act, no court shall en-
tertain an application, petition or suit against any pro-
cess or act undertaken or done, intended or purported
to be undertaken or done under this Act. No court shall
grant an injunction or entertain any application for an
injunction against any process undertaken, intended or
purported to be undertaken for a commercial transac-
tion or agreement under this Act. It says that no suit,
prosecutions or any other legal proceedings or action in
damages shall lie for anything done, procedural lapses
or omission in exercise or performance of any functions,
power or duty conferred or imposed by or under this Act
or any administered legislation unless the act or omis-
sion is shown, beyond reasonable doubt to have been in
bad faith.
The agreement signed under this act is also out of the
ambit of National Accountability Act as it bars any in-
vestigating agency, anti-graft agency, law enforcement
agency or a court to inquire into or initiate investigation
for any procedural lapse or irregularity by any person in
a commercial transaction or agreement under this Act.
The law also provides total immunity to all characters
who were in any manner or conduct involved in process-
ing or signing of the agreement. The relevant section
says “No person shall be sued in his personal capacity
for action taken in his official capacity. Any procedural
irregularity or lapse shall not affect, vitiate, set-aside,
annul or rescind a commercial transaction or a commer-
cial agreement under this Act,”
This crucial transaction is now complete, regardless of
whether it was completed hastily or after careful con-
sideration. Whether it was awarded to the Dubai group
through an international auction or without one. Noth-
ing can be undone by any court of law or anti-corruption
agency. In addition, this transaction has the approval
of the establishment, so it is a complete and definitive
transaction. Therefore, the government, its subordinate
institutions, other pillars of the state, and the entire na-
tion should work together to ensure its success. In the
meantime, we should put our house in order and devel-
op the capability, competence, and the will to operate the
remaining assets with maximum efficiency and productivi-
ty in order to improve our financial and economic progno-
sis and preserve the assets we still possess.

—-The writer is Former Press Secretary to the
President; Former Press Minister to the Embassy of

Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC
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From Pace 01
The ISPR DG further said
that the May 9 incidents
are “highly condemnable, a
black chapter in Pakistan’s
history and a big conspiracy
against the country”. Speak-
ing about the protests that
broke out following Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan’s arrest, Maj
Gen Chaudhry said that ev-
idences related to the May 9
incidents have been collect-
ed with investigation into
the violence underway.
He said that the Pakistan
Army is eliminating the ter-
rorists from the country on
a daily basis. “The families
of the martyrs are hurt and
they are asking tough ques-
tions as to when will the
people involved [in the May
9 incidents] be brought to
justice,” he added. “All the
ranks within the army are
asking why they should sac-
rifice their lives if the me-
morials of the martyrs are
being desecrated like this.”
Expressing regret over the
May 9 mayhem, the DG
ISPR said the planning of
the violent incidents was
done several months ago.
“The people were manipu-
lated by this outrageous nar-
rative,” he added. Maj Gen
Chaudhry also said that the
operation against terrorism
is going smoothly.
“A  poisonous propaganda
is being spread against Pa-
kistan forces. A false propa-
ganda has been carried out
for political purposes and
lust for power,” he said, add-
ing that the nation cannot
be separated from the army
and there is complete coor-
dination and transparency in
army’s decision making.
“As many as 95 officers and
jawans [soldiers] lost their
lives. However, the success-
ful war against terrorism
will continue until all ter-
rorists are eliminated,” said
the chief military’s spokes-
person. He added that the
Pakistan Army will continue
to make sacrifices for the
defence of the country and
welfare of the people.
He added that come what
may, the forces will not
hesitate from rendering any
sacrifice for the country.
He stressed that the May 9
events will not be forgotten
and those involved will not
be forgiven. “All the people
involved will be punished
under the Constitution and
law,” he assured.
“The process of self-ac-
countability in the army is
done without any discrimi-
nation,” he added. Speaking
about the military trials, the
DG ISPR said that case is
being heard in the Supreme
Court. “The military courts
did not come into existence
after May 9, they were al-
ready present and function-
ing. The civil courts have
transferred these cases to
the military courts after
checking evidence and as
per the law,” he said.
Maj Gen Chaudhry also
said that the suspects have
full legal rights and the
right to appeal. “They also
have the right to appeal in
the Supreme Court. The
Army Act has been the
part of the law and Con-
stitution for decades,” he
added. The ISPR DG said
that “nothing could be
more shameful than blam-
ing the May 9 tragedy on
the army and agencies”.

PML-N,
PPP
leadership

mull...

From Pace 01
Nawaz, who the Supreme
Court disqualified under Ar-
ticle 62(1)(f) of the Constitu-
tion for being “dishonest”,
can also contest in the up-
coming elections as he was
found guilty in 2017. PML-N
sources had a day earlier
told media that Nawaz held
several important meetings
in Dubai where the road
map for his return was dis-
cussed in detail — including
Pakistan’s economic and
political future. The PML-N
sources said that the for-
mer premier will be return-
ing to Pakistan in the near
future. The sources have
revealed that one meeting
held on Sunday afternoon
had the longest discussion,
but the attendees have not
been disclosed as of now.
In particular, discussions
focused on resolving legal
entanglements that could
be preventing Nawaz’s re-
turn, with the expectation
expressed that a solution
would be found soon.

Chaos 1n Russia is morale
booster for Ukraine

“For Kakhovka Dam!” cried a Ukrainian Special Forces servicemen with
the call sign Rhein, referring to the catastrophic dam collapse blamed on
Russia earlier this month that submerged entire Ukrainian communities

KYIV: The armed rebellion
against the Russian military may
have been over in less than 24
hours, but the disarray within
the enemy’s ranks was an un-
expected gift and timely morale
booster for Ukrainian troops.
The spectacle of Yevgeny
Prigozhin’s mutiny in the critical
military command and control
hub in the Russian city of Rostov-
on-Don, and later Russia’s scram-
ble to fortify Moscow as troops
marched to upend the country’s
military leadership was greeted
“with applause” by commanders
of Ukraine’s Eastern Group of
Forces, said its spokesperson,
Serhii Cherevatiy.

“Soldiers at the front lines are
positive about it,” he said. “Any
chaos and disorder on the ene-
my’s side benefits us.”

A video of wellknown Ukraini-
an drone commander “Magyar”
watching the revolt while eating
enormous amounts of popcorn
went viral. A plethora of gleeful
memes mocking Russian leader
Vladimir Putin inundated social
media, and statement after state-
ment from Ukraine’s top brass de-
scribed the turmoil as a sure sign

of more instability to come.

The immediate crisis ended with
a deal mediated by Minsk that
would send Prigozhin into exile
in Belarus. But for Ukrainians
watching, the damage was done:
Russian vulnerabilities were ex-
posed, and by agreeing to con-
cessions hours after branding
Prigozhin a back-stabbing traitor,
Putin appeared weak and des-
perate. The shortlived rebellion
did not noticeably affect Russian
army posture along the 1,000
kilometer (600-mile) front line in
eastern Ukraine, but it could give
Ukraine the impetus it needs to
intensify the beginning phase of
its counteroffensive, which mili-
tary leaders have admitted is go-
ing slower than expected.

On Russian Telegram channels,
military servicemen who blog
about the war urged Russian sol-
diers to stay focused on the war.
“Brothers! Everyone who holds
a weapon at the line of contact,
remember, your enemy is across
from you,” read one message.
Ukrainian soldier Andrii
Kvasnytsia, 50, who was injured
fighting in the eastern city of
Bakhmut, where battles are non-

stop along the southern flanks of
the salt-mining town occupied by
Russian troops, said “Everyone is
excited.” “My friend called me to-
day and he said: ’Andrii, I haven’t
been drinking for so many years,
but today I have a good reason to
drink,” he said. “It is all hard, not
easy, but we will certainly win.”
He spoke to The Associated Press
in Kyiv, where he is recuperating.
As Wagner troops marched to-
ward Moscow, Hanna Malyar,
Ukraine’s deputy defense minis-
ter, announced progress in sever-
al directions along the front line
where fighting has been raging for
weeks, and that Russian advances
further north were thwarted.

“The enemy’s weakness is always
a window of opportunity, it allows
us to take the advantage,” she
told AP, adding that it was too ear-
ly to assess how the political game
playing out in Russia might give
Ukraine the military upper hand.
Ukraine stepped up attacks in
several directions in the south-
east earlier this month, a move
that signaled its much anticipat-
ed counteroffensive had begun.
But progress has been “slower
than desired,” Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
acknowledged. Russian Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu said last
week a new reserve army would
be formed by the end of June, bol-
stering Russian manpower along
the Ukrainian front, where Russia
has committed 90% of its forc-
es and significantly outnumbers
Ukrainian fighters already.
Experts have said the Ukrainians
need to maintain flexibility and
speed to exploit Russian vulner-
abilities along the front line, and
puncture lines of defense when
the opportunity presents itself.
With modern NATO-standard
weapons systems in their posses-
sion, morale is the necessary in-
gredient to summon the velocity
Ukrainian troops need to change
the dynamics on the ground, they
say. “This is going to give the
Ukrainians a real boost,” said
James Nixey, head of Chatham
House’s Russia and Eurasia pro-
gram. “If we've been saying that
the Ukrainians do have a lot to
fight for, they have been lacking a
little bit in morale of late.”
Ukrainian commanders told their
fighters the discord playing out
in Russia was, indirectly, their

doing. “The heroes of Bakhmut
who held the city for 10 months
and exhausted the enemy, they
are the co-authors of this Russian
epic fail,” said Cherevatiy.

The truth is more complicated.
The longstanding rivalry between
Prigozhin and the Russian mili-
tary leadership predates the full-
scale invasion, but Wagner’s rela-
tive effectiveness compared with
regular army troops fighting in
the city raised Prigozhin’s profile
and may have given him the con-
fidence to forge ahead with the
rebellion. Still, the message res-
onates among Ukrainian military
ranks as it prepares for the next
decisive push in the war.

In Ukraine’s southeastern Zapor-
izhzhia region on Sunday, service-
men belonging to a mortar unit
fired at Russian targets from their
positions, dedicating each blast to
grievances caused by Russia.
“For Kakhovka Dam!” cried
a Ukrainian Special Forces
servicemen with the call sign
Rhein, referring to the cata-
strophic dam collapse blamed
on Russia earlier this month
that submerged entire Ukraini-
an communities. - Agencies

PCB earns more than
Rs.5 billion from PSL 8

DNA

LAHORE: The eighth edition
of the Pakistan Super League
(PSL) has generated more
than PKR 5 billion in reve-
nue. The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) has a ‘5-95’ prof-
it sharing formula with the
franchises, which means PCB
and the six franchises will
receive a 5% and 95% share,
respectively. The revenue is
earned from broadcasting, ti-
tle sponsorship, gate money
and other rights. The unau-
dited details of the Central
Pool have been revealed.

According to the details
available with Cricket Paki-
stan representative, the to-
tal revenue from the event
amounted to Rs5.62 billion.
PCB’s share from this fig-

PCB

ure is Rs582,534,480, while
the total franchises share is
Rs5,046,776,989.

When divided among the
six franchises participating
in the PSL, each team is en-
titled to a share of approxi-
mately Rs841,129,498.

The revenue in PSL 8 ex-
perienced a substantial in-
crease when compared to
the previous edition, which

PSLz

Pakistan Super League “

had generated profits of
PKR 2.3 billion.

One of the major contribu-
tors to the PSL's revenue
stream is the television
broadcasting deal, which
encompasses both domes-
tic and international mar-
kets. The broadcast rights
have proven to be a lucra-
tive aspect of the tourna-
ment's financial success.

TV broadcasting rights from
Pakistan generated a rev-
enue of Rs2,175,393,394,
while from other coun-
tries Rs402,824,378 were
earned. Despite bearing
the production costs and
paying the annual franchise
fee, majority of franchises
are expected to earn a prof-
it this year. The franchises
also get to earn a significant
amount through their spon-
sorship deals with other
brands. However, Multan
Sultans are set to suffer
loss for another year due to
their higher franchise fee.
PCB earns billions of ru-
pees through franchise fees
from the PSL. Franchisees
are not satisfied with the ac-
counts and have raised ob-
jections on certain things,
including ticketing.

India's wrestlers
take fight from

sit-ins to court

“The wrestlers’ fight will
continue Iin court and not on

the road till we get justice”

NEW DELHI: Top Indian wrestlers who have accused their
federation president of sexual harassment said they will
rely on legal challenges rather than return to protests, local
media reported on Monday. Olympic medallists and other
Indian wrestling champions supported a weeks-long sit-in
in New Delhi, accusing federation chief Brij Bhushan Singh
of groping women athletes and demanding sexual favours.
Singh is also a powerful lawmaker for the ruling Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP). Police charged him on June 15 with
sexual harassment and stalking, accusations Singh denies.
"The wrestlers' fight will continue in court and not on the
road till we get justice," three wrestlers, including world
championship bronze medallist Vinesh Phogat and Olympic
bronze medallist Sakshi Malik, wrote on social media on
Sunday. Wrestling is hugely popular in rural northern India
and images of star athletes being detained as they tried
to march to parliament in May went viral on social media.
The government has said Singh will have no role to play as
part of a shake-up in the Wrestling Federation of India (WFI),
with elections expected in July. According to The Times of
India, the wrestlers said the government had fulfilled its
promise to file charges against Singh. "Regarding the reform
in WFI, the election process, as promised, has begun,” the
wrestlers said in a widely reported joint message. Singh, 66,
is serving his sixth term as a lawmaker from the northern
state of Uttar Pradesh and has headed the wrestling feder-
ation for more than a decade. The political strongman has
denied the allegations and says he is the victim of a "conspir-
acy" to force him out of parliament. - Agencies

Arteta wants
stronger
Arsenal

squad

LONDON: Arsenal manag-
er Mikel Arteta believes the
Gunners have to strength-
en in the transfer market if
they are to topple Manches-
ter City as Premier League
champions next season.
Arteta's men topped the
table for much of last sea-
son, but faltered down the
stretch after suffering inju-
ries to key players.

City went on to seal their
fourth Premier League title
in five years and complete
the treble by winning the
FA Cup and Champions
League. Both clubs are re-
portedly in a bidding war
for West Ham captain De-
clan Rice, while Arsenal are
also set to land Kai Havertz
from Chelsea.

"That is our ambition," Arte-
ta told Marca on his hopes
of winning the title.

"We know the difficulty:
it's the best league in the
world and next season is
going to be the toughest
league in Premier League
history.

"Why? It already was last
year. I've been here for
22 years and I've never
seen a competitive level
like that. — Agencies

BHC stops PCB
chairman election
until further orders

DNA

QUETTA: Balochistan High
Court (BHC) has stopped
the election of Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) chair-
man until further orders. As
per details, Justice Naeem
Akhtar Afghan and Justice
Amir Nawaz Rana issued the
written verdict regarding the
constitutional plea against
the PCB board of governors.
The plea filed by former
member of management
committee Gul Muhammad
Kakar was accepted for hear-
ing and notices were issued
to the respondents.

The plea stated that the
board of governors was
constituted against the
nominations of former man-
agement committee and
the meeting to elect the

PCB chairman tomorrow is
illegal. Furthermore, BHC
issued notices to the re-
spondents and the hearing
was fixed on July 17 after
the summer vacations and
Eid holidays. The election
of PCB chairman scheduled
on June 28 tomorrow. The
PCB Board of Governors
suggested by Najam Sethi
was rejected and a new
Board of Governors was
constituted. The new Board
of Governors includes Lar-
kana, Dera Murad Jamali,
Hyderabad, = Bahawalpur,
National Bank, State Bank,
Sui Northern and Sui
Southern. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif nominated
former chairman Muham-
mad Zaka Ashraf and Advo-
cate Supreme Court Musta-
fa Ramday as members of
the Board of Governors.

Bagnaia wins attritional
Dutch MotoGP

ASSEN: Francesco Bagnaia took another step towards defending his world MotoGP
title, winning the Dutch MotoGP at Assen on Sunday to extend his lead in the cham-
pionship. Pole-sitter Marco Bezzecchi took second with Brad Binder in third only for
KTM's South African rider to pick up a penalty for exceeding track limits that knocked
him off the podium. Demoted to fourth Aleix Espargaro was the beneficiary of Binder's
misfortune with the hapless South African suffering exactly the same fate in Saturday's
sprint. Bagnaia takes a 35-point lead over Jorge Martin into the summer break, with
racing resuming in early August at the British Grand Prix in Silverstone, with Bez-
zecchi a further point behind. "It's fantastic! It wasn't easy, they were pushing a lot
behind," said the Ducati factory race winner. "I was on the limit. I love this track, this
crowd - Assen, you are fantastic!" Bagnaia became the first back-to-back winner of the
Dutch MotoGP since his Italian compatriot and mentor, Valentino Rossi, in 2004-2005.
Bezzecchi bemoaned a poor getaway. "I lost time at the start, then it took me a while
to pass Brad, but overall I'm really happy," he said. A full house with 105,000 fans at
a sweltering hot 'Cathedral of Speed' - one of the jewels in MotoGP's crown - watched
Binder get a blistering start. The KTM rider surged into the lead at turn one past a trio
of Ducatis - Bezzecchi, world champion Bagnaia and Luca Marini. Binder's teammate
Jack Miller made an early exit, the Australian crashing out at the end of the opening
lap. He was quickly followed by a crash between French duo Johann Zarco and Fabio

Quartararo, as up front Bagnaia nicked the lead off Binder.

The race lost a fourth rider with only three laps completed when Maverick Vinales
parted company with his Aprilia. Binder was keeping close tabs on Bagnaia, with Bez-
zecchi in hot pursuit as Enea Bastianini slipped out of contention. As the midway
point of the 26-lap race approached Miguel Oliveira was forced to retire his Aprilia.
Bezzecchi moved up to second 10 laps out, to go in hot pursuit of Bagnaia, over one
second further up the road. But hard as he pressed Bezzecchi, winner of Saturday's
sprint, couldn't conjure up the speed to deny Bagnaia his fourth win out of eight this
season. In all eight of the 22-man grid failed to finish. One man who didn't even even
get to line up was Honda star Marc Marquez who was forced to pull out of hours before
Sunday's eighth round of the season due to injury. The six-time former world champion
missed last weekend's race in Germany in similar fashion. The Spaniard is enduring
a troubled season, hitting the deck twice at Assen following no fewer than five falls at
Sachsenring. That left him nursing numerous injuries including a rib fracture which he
aggravated this weekend. "After (Saturday's) sprint the pain became worse and worse,"
Marquez reported. "This morning I went to the medical centre to let them know that
I wasn't in a fit state to ride," he added. "Last Tuesday, after a check-up in Madrid, the
results were reassuring despite the discovery of a fractured rib. - Agencies

Wimbledon 2023: List of expected men’s seeds

UEEN’S Club Championships - Queen’s Club,

London, Britain - June 25, 2023 Spain’s Car-

los Alcaraz celebrates after winning his final
match against Australia’s Alex de Minaur Action Im-
ages via Reuters/Peter Cziborra June 26 (Reuters)
- Novak Djokovic will bid to win a men’s record-ex-
tending 24th Grand Slam crown when Wimbledon gets
underway next month but while the Serb has won the
last four titles at the All England Club he will be seed-
ed second behind Carlos Alcaraz.
Djokovic drew level with Rafa Nadal on 22 majors by
winning the Australian Open and moved ahead of the
injured Spaniard when he claimed the French Open.
Victory in London would see Djokovic match Roger
Federer’s record of eight Wimbledon titles but he fac-
es a strong challenge from Alcaraz, who reclaimed the
world number one ranking from the Serb by winning
the Queen’s Club title on Sunday.
The Spaniard had ceded top spot to Djokovic after the
French Open, where he lost to the 36-year-old in the
semi-finals after suffering from severe cramp.
The duo will look to take their rivalry to another level
after largely being kept apart earlier in the year due
to injuries and with Djokovic unable to play in the
U.S. hardcourt swing due to his COVID vaccination

stance. Russian Daniil Medvedev will be the third
seed and compatriot Andrey Rublev seventh, as both
players return to Wimbledon after organisers lifted a
ban on players from Russia and Belarus. Players from
the two countries were barred from last year’s Cham-
pionships after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which
Moscow calls a “special military operation”.

Cameron Norrie, a semi-finalist last year, is seeded 13th
and will lead the British charge. Twice champion Andy
Murray, who has resurrected his career after hip resur-

facing surgery, had his hopes of being seeded dashed
following his early exit at Queen’s.
Seedings for the singles tournament at Wimbledon are
based on world rankings, which are as follows:
1 - Carlos Alcaraz (Spain)
2 - Novak Djokovic (Serbia)
3 - Daniil Medvedev (Russia)
4 - Casper Ruud (Norway)
5 - Stefanos Tsitsipas (Greece)
6 - Holger Rune (Denmark)
7 - Andrey Rublev (Russia)
8 - Jannik Sinner (Italy)
9 - Taylor Fritz (U.S.)
10 - Frances Tiafoe (U.S.)
11 - Karen Khachanov (Russia)
12 - Felix Auger-Aliassime (Canada)
13 - Cameron Norrie (Britain)
14 - Borna Coric (Croatia)
15 - Lorenzo Musetti (Italy)
16 - Alex de Minaur (Australia)
17 - Tommy Paul (U.S.)
18 - Hubert Hurkacz (Poland)
19 - Francisco Cerundolo (Argentina)
20 - Pablo Carreno Busta (Spain
— Agencies

Inflation
blocking

buying...

From Pack 01

A dealer Jabbar from Mul-
tan said that the cost of
rearing has gone up. “The
prices of feed, transporta-
tion and overall expenses
have increased. That is why
it was not possible for sell-
ers to offer low rates to the
people.” “One has to spend
a whole year to look after
and care for these sacrifi-
cial animals with the goal
to make good profits” he in-
formed. His partner Ismail
lamented “we are poor peo-
ple, our entire family spend
day and night to rear goats
and sheep if we don’t get a
good price, how we will sur-
vive financially, particularly,
at a time when price hike
has broken their back.” In a
lighter note I said you gays
want to loot the customers
and make unjustified huge
profits. Their faces turned
red with anger and instruct-
ed me to go away and don’t
waste their time. Without
any further exchange of
views, I chose to leave
them thinking how the bad
policies or (no policies) of
the so-called financial man-
agers of the country sitting
in the Q Block of Pakistan
secretariat have frustrated
people from all walks of life.
People have lost patience
like the honorable finance
minister himself.

CJP hopes
no one is
‘tried’ in...

From Pace 01
Instead of a constitutional
debate, other tactics are be-
ing used,” CJP Bandial said.
Lawyer representing peti-
tioner Junaid Razzaq, Bar-
rister Salman Akram Raja,
started his arguments but
the CJP Bandial asked him
to amend his plea. He ob-
jected to the arguments over
citizens’ rights when the tri-
al had not even started.

The CJP warned the lawyer
against involving in a “big
controversy” and asked him
to “keep the arguments sim-
ple”. “This is a fundamental
rights case. Army Act’s Sec-
tion D2 cannot deprive the
civilians of their basic rights
[...] surpassing the Constitu-
tion,” CJP Bandial remarked.
The top judge said that the
court wanted to view the
several verdicts about the
military courts, while asking
that the word “court martial”
hadn’t been used elsewhere
than Army Act.

Meanwhile, Justice Akhtar
stated that Article 199 does
not apply to court martial.
At this, Barrister Raja in-
formed the court that the
article applied to the sen-
tences awarded under the
Army Act, while Article 2D
of the Army Act does not
apply to military officials
and civilians on the basis
of the allegation. While ob-
jecting to Raja’s arguments,
the top judge said that it
was “not right to say that a
military court is equal to a
session judge’s court”.

The CJP warned the lawyer
against involving in a “big
controversy” and asked him
to “keep the arguments sim-
ple”. “This is a fundamental
rights case. Army Act’s Sec-
tion D2 cannot deprive the
civilians of their basic rights
[...] surpassing the Constitu-
tion,” CJP Bandial remarked.
The top judge said that the
court wanted to view the
several verdicts about the
military courts, while asking
that the word “court martial”
hadn’t been used elsewhere
than Army Act.

Meanwhile, Justice Akhtar
stated that Article 199 does
not apply to court martial.
At this, Barrister Raja in-
formed the court that the
article applied to the sen-
tences awarded under the
Army Act, while Article 2D
of the Army Act does not ap-
ply to military officials and
civilians on the basis of the
allegation. While objecting
to Raja’s arguments, the top
judge said that it was “not
right to say that a military
court is equal to a session
judge’s court”. Raja then
read out the decision of the
Supreme Court on the 21st
Constitutional amendment.
Army Act Section 2D has
been challenged because a
civilian cannot be tried un-
der it he said.

PPP,
PML-N seat

adjustment
likely

From Pace 01
The interim prime minister
was likely to be chosen at
the crucial meeting. The
election date will also be
decided by the two parties.
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_ Turkish
intelliyence
‘neutralizes’
11 PKK
terrorists

ANKARA: Turkish intelli-
gence forces “neutralized”
11 PKK/KCK-PYD/YPG
terrorists in northern Syria,
near the Turkish border, ac-
cording to security sources
on Monday. On Sunday, the
Turkish National Intelli-
gence Organization (MIT)
conducted  simultaneous
organizations in the Manbij
region, said the sources on
condition of anonymity due
to restrictions on speaking
to the media. MIT, which
closely monitors the shel-
ters of terrorists in Manbij,
carried out sensitive re-
connaissance and follow-up
activities together with the
Turkish Armed Forces. It
destroyed a camp belong-
ing to the YPG/PKK ter
ror group and neutralized
11 terrorists, the sources
added. In its more than
35-year terror campaign
against Tirkiye, the PKK
- listed as a terrorist or-
ganization by Tiirkiye, the
US, and the EU - has been
responsible for the deaths
of nearly 40,000 people,
including women, children,
and infants. The YPG is
the PKK’s Syrian offshoot.
Since 2016, Tiirkiye has
launched a trio of success-
ful anti-terror operations
across its border in north-
ern Syria to prevent the for-
mation of a terror corridor
and to enable the peaceful
settlement of residents: Eu-
phrates Shield (2016), Olive
Branch (2018), and Peace
Spring (2019).—APP

EU adds 7 more
[ranians to

sanctions list

BRUSSELS: The EU for-
eign  ministers  agreed
on Monday to add seven
more people to the EU’s
sanctions list over “serious
human rights violations in
Iran,” including judiciary
members and high-ranking
civilian officials respon-
sible for “crackdown” on
protests. The new listings
include a public prosecutor
and a deputy judge from
Isfahan province “who are
responsible for the tri-
als against the protestors
Saleh Mirhashmi, Majid
Kazemi and Saeid Yaqoubi,
subsequently executed in
May 2023,” the Council of
the European Union said in
a statement. A commander
of the Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard from Isfahan and
Amol city’s governor were
also added to the sanctions
list for action against pro-
testers. Gilan province’s
governor and police com-
mander were also black-
listed for ordering security
forces “to open fire on
protesters in the context of
the 2022-2023 nationwide
protests causing numerous
deaths and injuries, includ-
ing to children.” The leader
of the Karaj security forces
was also sanctioned “over
the detention and killing of
Mohammad Reza Ghorbani
and the detention and rape
of Amrita Abbassi by” his
personnel. The EU foreign
affairs ministers urged Iran
“the Iranian authorities to
stop the violent crackdown
against peaceful protests,
cease their resort to arbi-
trary detentions as a means
of silencing critical voices,
and release all those unjust-
ly detained.”—DNA

Tiirkiye
rescues 35
irregular
migrants

CANAKKALE: The Turkish
Coast Guard on Monday
rescued 35 irregular mi-
grants in the Aegean Sea
who were illegally pushed
back into Turkish territorial
waters by Greek authori-
ties. Coast Guard Northern
Aegean Group Command
determined that there were
irregular migrants in a life
raft off the coast of Ayvacik,
Canakkale. The migrants
were from Afghanistan,
Iran, and Iraq. Separately,
57 irregular migrants were
also caught in a rubber
boat. After the necessary
procedures, the migrants,
who were brought ashore,
were transferred to the Ay-
vacik Immigration Office.
Tirkiye and global rights
groups have repeatedly con-
demned Greece’s illegal
practice of pushing back
irregular migrants, saying it
violates humanitarian values
and international law by en-
dangering the lives of vulner-
able.migrants.—Agencies

Mitsotakis sworn in as Greek PM
after landslide election victory

Hailing the “strong mandate”, Mitsotakis said that “major reforms will proceed rapidly” adding
that he had “ambitious” targets for his next four years in power that could “transform” Greece

News DESK

ATHENS: Crediting Mitsotakis
and his New Democracy party for
bringing economic stability to the
erstwhile EU debt laggard, voters
gave the conservatives their wid-
est winning margin in almost 50
years on Sunday.

“No adversary, absolute domi-
nance of Mitsotakis,” headlined
centrist newspaper Ta Nea. Hail-
ing the “strong mandate”, Mit-
sotakis said that “major reforms
will proceed rapidly”, adding that
he had “ambitious” targets for
his next four years in power that
could “transform” Greece. Among
his pledges is pouring money into
the country’s public health sys-
tem - which was stretched to its
limits by the Covid-19 pandemic
- and improving railway safety
after the deaths of 57 people in
a February train collision that
was Greece’s worst rail disaster.
Congratulations poured in from
world leaders swiftly after Mit-

sotakis’s victory. “I look forward
to continuing our close coopera-
tion on shared priorities to foster
prosperity and regional security,”
said US President Joe Biden in a
statement. French President Em-
manuel Macron also promised co-
operation towards “a stronger and
more sovereign Europe,” while It-
aly’s Foreign Minister Antonio Ta-
jani called Mitsotakis’s re-election
“a sign of political stability that
is good for the whole Europe”.
The 55-year-old former McKinsey
consultant and Harvard graduate,
who steered the EU nation from
the pandemic back to two consec-
utive years of strong growth, had
already scored a resounding win
in an election in May. But having
fallen short by five seats in parlia-
ment of being able to form a sin-
gle-party government, he refused
to try to form a coalition, in effect
forcing 9.8 million Greek voters
back to the ballot boxes. The
gamble paid off, with his New De-
mocracy party consolidating its
win from the May 21 vote, while

1

its nearest rival, the left-wing
Syriza party of former premier
Alexis Tsipras, saw a loss of tens
of thousands of voters compared
to just a month ago. Tsipras, ac-
knowledging a “serious political
defeat”, said he was leaving his
political fate to the “judgment”
of Syriza members. For many
Greeks, Tsipras is the prime min-
ister who nearly crashed Greece
out of the euro, and who reneged
on a vow of abolishing austerity to
sign the country on to more pain-
ful bailout terms. To the dismay of

centrists, Sunday’s strong swing
to the right was also accompanied
by the return of the far right into
parliament. “Fascists will enter
parliament... this constitutes a
completely toxic environment,”
senior Syriza leader Costas Zach-
ariadis told Skai TV. Holding 158
seats in the 300-seat parliament,
Mitsotakis officially received the
mandate to form a government
on Monday from Greece’s head of
state, President Katerina Sakella-
ropoulou.

The prime minister-elect is ex-
pected to unveil his cabinet in
the coming days, though names
were already circulating even be-
fore the last votes were counted.
Mitsotakis’s trusted troubleshoot-
er George Gerapetritis is being
tipped as foreign minister. A pro-
fessor of constitutional law, Gera-
petritis was enlisted in March to
deal with the train tragedy, as well
as a wiretapping scandal that im-
plicated the prime minister’s of-
fice last year. The former foreign
minister, Nikos Dendias, a politi-

cal moderate, is expected to move
to the defence ministry. As soon
as Thursday, Mitsotakis is due to
meet with EU counterparts at a
summit in Brussels. Mitsotakis,
who first became prime minister
in 2019, has not only vowed to
make economic stability a feature
of his new term. He had also
championed a tough anti-immi-
gration line, appealing to the con-
servative base in an electoral cam-
paign in which the recent deadly
sinking of an overcrowded trawler
failed to garner a mention. In-
stead, three small nationalist par-
ties with anti-migration policies
garnered between them nearly 13
percent of the vote. One of them,
Spartiates (Spartans), is endorsed
by the jailed former spokesman
of the neo-Nazi party Golden
Dawn and will make an entrance
in parliament after crossing the
three-percent threshold. Tsip-
ras said the strongest showing
of Greek hard-right parties in
decades was a “visible” threat to
democracy.

Raeisi voices full support for
Russia's national sovereignty

The Wagner chief had ac-

TEHRAN: Iranian Presi-

recent developments in his

Russia’s power
‘cracking’: EU
top diplomat

dent Ebrahim Raeisi has
expressed the Islamic Re-
public's support for Rus-
sia's national sovereignty
following the aborted muti-
ny by the paramilitary Wag-
ner group, according to a
senior government official
in Tehran.

In a Monday phone conver-
sation, President Raeisi and
his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, discussed
the Friday mutiny by Yevg-
eny Prigozhin and his Wag-
ner group, Mohammad
Jamshidi, the Iranian presi-
dent's deputy chief of staff
for political affairs, said in a
post on Twitter.
The Kremlin

also con-

firmed the phone call be-
tween Raeisi and Putin and
said, "The Iranian president
expressed full support for
the Russian leadership in
connection with the June
24 events."

The mutiny started over dif-
ferences between Prigozhin
and Russian Defense Minis-
ter Sergei Shoigu.

cused Russia’s military top
brass of ordering a rocket
attack on the group's field
camps in Ukraine - where
Russia has been leading a
military operation - killing
"huge numbers” of his para-
military forces. Authorities
in Moscow strongly denied
his claim. Following negoti-
ations with Belarusian Pres-
ident Alexander Lukashen-
ko aimed at deescalating
the situation, the leader of
Wagner paramilitary forces
ordered his fighters on Sat-
urday to turn around from
their march towards Mos-
cow to avoid bloodshed.

According to Jamshidi, Pu-
tin briefed Raeisi on the

country and emphasized
that the events failed to
challenge Russia's national
sovereignty.

In a phone conversation
with his Russian coun-
terpart Sergei Lavrov on
Saturday, Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian rejected any for-
eign interference in the do-
mestic affairs of countries.
Amir-Abdollahian said the
events in Russia were of
an "absolutely domestic
nature" and added that
Iran supports the rule of
law in all countries, in-
cluding in the "neighbor-
ing and friendly country of
Russia."-APP

BRUSSELS: Russia’s power is “cracking” because of the
war in Ukraine, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said
on Monday. Talking to reporters on the way to a meeting
of EU foreign affairs ministers in Luxemburg, Borrell
said: “What has happened during this weekend shows that
the war against Ukraine is cracking Russian power and
affecting its political system.” He referred to the mutiny
against the Russian army’s leadership initiated by Wagner
paramilitary group’s leader Yevgeny Prigozhin. Borrell ex-
plained that Russian President Vladimir Putin “created a
monster” by supporting the Wagner group that is now
“biting back ... the monster is acting against its creator.”
He stressed that in light of the recent events in Russia,
it is even more critical for the EU to support Ukraine.
Borrell expressed hope that EU foreign ministers would
adopt another 3.5 billion ($3.8 billion) military support
for Ukraine. For his part, Swedish top diplomat Tobias
Billstrom said that “Russia is clearly losing the war against
Ukraine” because of the international backing for Kyiv. He
reaffirmed that the EU continues to “stand by Ukraine to
regain its territorial integrity.—Agencies

PARIS: Everything has to
move still faster” in Mar
seille, Macron told regional
daily La Provence as he be-
gan a three-day visit to the
Mediterranean port city
whose regeneration is one
of his pet projects. The trip
comes as Macron pushes to
move the political conver-
sation on from his bitterly
opposed pension reform
raising the retirement age
to 64, which brought mil-
lions out in multiple nation-
wide protests. France’s sec-
ond-largest city after Paris
but also one of its poorest,
Marseille  suffers from
lacking infrastructure and
tens of thousands of units
of poorly-maintained social
housing, mostly concen-
trated in the city’s north-
ern neighbourhoods where
the drug trade is endemic.
Macron in September 2021
promised five billion euros
($5.5 billion) to hire new
police, renovate schools
and public spaces and up-
grade the creaking public
transport network, which is
far less dense than in Paris.
The president said Monday
that funding for transport
projects in Marseille’s
northern districts had been
“especially increased” as he
announced an overall dou-
bling to 500 million euros.
Without naming any names,
he also accused local officials
of “procrastinating”, urging
them instead to “think really
big”. Socialist mayor Benoit
Payan has said still more
resources are needed to
tackle Marseille’s crippling
problems. Macron will visit
police, a primary school un-
dergoing renovation, an un-
der-construction prison and a
hospital during his stay, as
well as meeting local peo-
ple.—Agencies

Serbia frees
three captured

Kosovo police
officers

Indian clock tells
story of most
populous nation

MUMBAL: India’s first population clock, made up of 10
white numbered cards on a large green metal board, at-
tracts curious passersby who watch it record the story
of the world’s most populous nation. The clock - manu-
ally updated every day according to projected estimates
and akin to a cricket scoreboard in appearance - was first
erected in 1982 when India was home to more than 684
million people, according to the 1981 government cen-
sus. That figure more than doubled in the following dec-
ades. India grew rapidly to overtake China at the top of
the population ranks with more than 1.42 billion people,
according to a United Nations projection in April. “An ex-
tra slot had already been made in the clock, expecting
that we were going to cross one billion,”
Chander Shekhar at the International Institute for Pop-
ulation Sciences in Mumbai, where the clock is located.
Overpopulation has long been a concern, with the gov-
ernment establishing a nationwide family planning pro-
gramme in 1952. But it was a controversial enforced-steri-
lisation push in the 1970s that sparked public debates and
spurred the institute to create the clock, Shekhar said.
Every day, security guards change the numbers using pro-
jections of the natural growth rate - the difference between
the number of births and the number of deaths per 1,000 a
year - derived from government and UN estimates. “We feel
good when we update the board, as passersby can also see
the growing population numbers.—APP

said Professor

fying exports.—DNA

TOKOY: Ambassador of Pakistan to Japan Raza Bashir Tarar acknowledged efforts by expatriates
in promoting Pakistani products. In line with the strategy to focus on food & agricultural products,
introduction of a new range of fruit juices from Pakistan in Japan is another step towards diversi-

PRISTINA: Serbia freed
three Kosovo police of-
ficers taken into custody by
its security forces earlier
this month, Kosovo’s Prime
Minister Albin Kurti said
Monday, after a court or-
dered the trio’s release.
Tensions have skyrocketed
after Pristina decided last
month to install ethnic Al-
banian mayors in Serb-ma-
jority areas Tensions have
skyrocketed after Pristina
decided last month to in-
stall ethnic Albanian may-
ors in Serb-majority areas
© The move follows weeks
of soaring tensions between
the two sides, after rioting
in northern Kosovo saw
more than 30 NATO peace-
keepers injured in late May.
“We confirm that the 3 kid-
napped police officers have
been released. Even though
we are joyous that they get to
return to their families, this
abduction consists of a seri-
ous human rights violation
& must be reprimanded,”
Kurti wrote on social media.
Kurti’s announcement came
as a Serbian court said the
three had been indicted but
their detention had also been
“terminated”—APP

June 15 Provocation at Lachin checkpoint and
implications for Armenia-Azerhaijan peace process

Dr. Vasir Huseynov

n June 15, the Armed

Forces of the Republic

of Armenia opened fire
from their positions with fire-
arms of various calibers at the
servicemen of the State Border
Service of Azerbaijan at the bor-
der checkpoint in the Lachin
district. A serviceman of the
Azerbaijani State Border Ser-
vice was injured in the course
of the attack. Immediately after
the incident, the Azerbaijani side
closed the Lachin checkpoint as
the law enforcement agencies
of the country started investiga-
tions. The attack and the reac-
tions of the sides as well as the
international community to this
incident convey a list of implica-
tions for the peace process be-
tween the two South Caucasian
republics. The installation of the
checkpoint at the border by the
Azerbaijani government is in
line with the international prac-
tice as well as international law
and norms. There is not such a
country that provides access to
an ethnic minority within its bor-
ders to the outside world without
appropriate customs and border
checks. Nor does the trilateral
statement of November 10, 2020
hold any provisions prohibiting
the installation of a checkpoint at
this road. According to the state-
ment, the Republic of Azerbaijan
is expected to “guarantee the

safety of citizens, vehicles and
goods traveling along the Lachin
corridor in both directions”.

Azerbaijan, again in line with
the international practice and
standards, provides safe access
to the Armenian people along
the Lachin road who cross the
checkpoint and show their pass-
ports. Since the installation of
the checkpoint on April 23, hun-
dreds of Armenians have trav-
elled in and out of the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan thanks to
the conditions created for their
transparent, safe, and well-regu-
lated passage. The restrictions
imposed on the movement at the
Lachin road after the June 15 inci-
dent are declared by the Azerbaija-
ni side to be of temporary. In order
to restore the complete movement
along the road, the Azerbaijani
government expects the Arme-
nian side to give assurance that
that such provocations will not be
repeated in the future. Baku has
already restored the passage for
medical evacuations with the me-
diation of the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
There have been some countries
and international organizations
who have criticized Azerbaijan’s
decision to set up a border cross-
ing post at the Lachin road. For
example, EU High Representative
for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Josep Borrell, in a discus-
sion at the European Parliament
on June 13, criticized Baku’s pol-
icies and stated that the check-

point “completely contradicts
efforts to build confidence be-
tween the parties”. Interesting-
ly enough, Mr. Borrel, who was
Spain’s Foreign Minister before
being appointed to his current
position, was a staunch support-
er of Spain’s territorial integrity
in the context of Catalonia’s inde-
pendence movement. In one of the
most memorable scenes, Mr. Bor-
rell exclaimed “stop the recording”
and walked out on an television

interview after being questioned
about Catalonia. Asked a list of
questions on the Spain-Catalonia
conflict, he reached breaking point
when asked about the possibility
of constitutional reform in Spain
as a way to resolve the issue. In
this context, Mr. Borrel is not an
exception. None of the countries
and politicians in the West who
call upon Azerbajjan to remove
the Lachin checkpoint and pro-

vide unchecked passage to its
territories do or would do the
same if the matter in question is
the territorial integrity of their
own countries. As expected by
some observers after the instal-
lation of the checkpoint on April
23, this decision of the Azerbai-
jani government intensified the
peace talks and was followed by
significant progress between the
sides. The Lachin checkpoint
has been an impetus for the lat-

est progress in the peace nego-
tiations First and foremost, the
checkpoint at the Lachin road
spelled an end to the most con-
flictual problem between Baku
and Yerevan. Ever since the end
of the Second Karabakh War, the
Azerbaijani side had been report-
ing about the transfer of military
supplies, landmines, and troops
by the Armenian side, occasion-
ally with the help of Russian

peacekeepers, to the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan via the La-
chin road. Baku was alarmed
last year when it observed Ira-
nian fighters entering the Kara-
bakh region, among others, to
train the local separatist forces.
These actions by the Armenian
side took place in blatant viola-
tion of the trilateral statement
which stipulated the withdrawal
of the Armenian forces from the
region. The checkpoint provid-
ed necessary instruments to
Azerbaijan in order to ensure
lawful movement along the road.
This measure is also a guarantee
that the road will not be abused
by the Armenian Armed Forces
to conduct more organized mili-
tary operations against Azerbai-
jan as they did in the aftermath
of the occupation of the Lachin
road back in May 1992, in the
course of the First Karabakh
War. Following the installation
of the checkpoint, we observed
the most intensive month in the
peace negotiations between the
two Caucasian countries. On
May 14, Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan and Azerbai-
jani President IlTham Aliyev met
in Brussels for the fifth meet-
ing on peace negotiations as
mediated by European Council
President Charles Michel. This
summit came on the heels of the
United States-mediated meet-
ing of both countries’ foreign
ministers in early May, was fol-
lowed by another such ministe-

rial meeting in Moscow on May
19, and two more summits of
the leaders (May 25 in Moscow
and June 1 in Chisinau, Mol-
dova). These dynamics in the
peace talks were accompanied
with clear progress on some
issues of conflict and provided
a good basis for a peace treaty
between the two South Cauca-
sian republics. Most important-
ly, on at least two occasions in
May, Prime Minister Pashinyan
recognized the Karabakh re-
gion as part of Azerbaijan. This
statement is another fact that
supports the legitimacy of the
Lachin checkpoint and opens up
more opportunities for a more
progressive path in the subse-
quent negotiations. The sides
have achieved progress also in
the negotiations on the re-open-
ing of transportations channels
in the region. There is now a
good potential that Baku and
Yerevan could sign a peace trea-
ty in the near future if they can
overcome the remaining chal-
lenges on this path and preserve
the positive atmosphere that
comes under threat by frequent,
albeit small-scale, military clash-
es along the Armenian-Azerbai-
jani border and in the Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan.
Dr. Vasif Huseynov, head
of department at the AIR
Center, focuses on the EU
— Azerbaijan relations and
the international security
in the South Caucasus.
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WEB DESK

NEW DELHI: Leaders of
India’s governing party have
criticised former US Presi-
dent Barack Obama for his
recent remarks on Muslims
in the country. Mr Obama
said in an interview last
week that India may “start
pulling apart” if the rights of
minorities weren’'t protect-
ed. He was responding to a
question on how President
Joe Biden should engage
with “illiberal democrats”.
Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi was in the US
on a state visit at the time.
The three-day visit was
marked by a ceremoni-
al welcome to the White
House, a lavish state dinner
and the signing of several
crucial deals. Mr Modi also
addressed a joint session
of the US Congress. Mr
Obama’s remarks, made in
an interview with CNN’s
Christiane Amanpour which
was aired before the Con-
gress address, were widely
reported in India.

Ms Amanpour referred to
the “threat to democracy”
from so-called “illiberal
democrats” before refer-
ring to Mr Modi as one.
“How should a president
engage with those kinds of
leaders, either in the nam-
ing of them or in the dealing
with them?” she asked.

Court

declares
Shahbaz
Gill as PO

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A local court
in Islamabad has ordered
to block the identity card
of PTI leader Shahbaz Gill
in a case related to inciting
rebellion against the state
institutions. A District and
Sessions Court started the
process of declaring Gill as
a proclaimed offender after
the latter did not appear be-
fore the court in the treason
case. The court ordered to
paste the advertisement
outside Islamabad, Faisal-
abad and F8 Kachheris.
Additional Sessions Judge
Tahir Abbas Sipra issued
these directives on Monday
after the constant absence
of the PTI leader during the
case hearings. The court
further asked the FIA DG
to immediately inform it if
Shahbaz Gill landed at any
Pakistani airport.

Later, the court also sought
a report from all the con-
cerned institutions on July
26 regarding the process of
declaring Gill as proclaimed
offender. The court also
sought the details of Gill’'s
movable and immovable
property from deputy com-
missioners of Islamabad
and Faisalabad. The court
recorded the statement of
the ASI who apprised the
court of the execution of
non-bailable arrest warrants
for the PTI leader. He said
that the court order could
not be executed as Gill had
gone to America. On this,
the court ordered NADRA
to block Gill’s identity card.

Three die in
Islamabad
house roof

collapse

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Three peo-
ple, two children and their
mother, died when roof of
their house caved in due to
heavy rain at Shahzad Town
of Islamabad on Monday.
According to sources in the
police, one of the deceased
children was 11-month-old
while the other 11-year-old.
They further said that po-
lice reached site of the inci-
dent and shifted the bodies
to PIMS. Two little kids
drowned in Kank area of
Khuzdar when they fell into
a stream, which was spilling
over due to heavy rain.
Family members of the de-
ceased blocked the road
in protest. They said that
they had already protested
against the construction of
a dam near a human settle-
ment. But still the authori-
ties paid no heed to their
concern and went ahead
with its construction.

ussian officials emphasise
unity after aborted mutiny

Prigozhin and his fighters had been offered immunity from prosecution in return
for their withdrawal. But state controlled news agencies reported on Monday that
the criminal case against Prigozhin remained open and was still being pursued

NEews DESK

MOSCOW: Senior Russian officials rallied
around President Vladimir Putin on Mon-
day, with questions still unanswered about
a mutiny by mercenaries that appeared to
pose the greatest threat to his grip on pow-
er of his 23-year rule. On the first working
day after fighters of the powerful Wagner
Group seized a military headquarters and
marched on Moscow, officials still gave no
details about the deal that abruptly ended
the mutiny. Mikhail Mishustin, who leads
Putin’s cabinet as his appointed prime min-
ister, acknowledged that Russia had faced
“a challenge to its stability”, and called for
public loyalty. “We need to act together, as
one team, and maintain the unity of all forc-
es, rallying around the president,” he told a
televised government meeting.

There was no word about the revolt from
Putin himself, who had said on Saturday
the rebellion put Russia’s very existence
under threat and vowed to punish those
behind it. The Kremlin released a video
from him congratulating participants of
an industrial forum, containing no indica-
tion of when it had been filmed.

In another move apparently intended to
convey normality, authorities released
video showing Defence Minister Sergei

Shoigu. The mutineers had demanded he
be sacked, leading to speculation that his
removal might have been part of the ar
rangement that ended the revolt.

There was still no public sign of Yevgeny
Prigozhin, the boss of Wagner and mutiny
leader, last seen on Saturday smiling in the
back of an SUV as he left the southern city
of Rostov-On-Don, captured by his men be-
fore he ordered them to stand down.
Russia’s national Anti-Terrorism Commit-
tee said the situation in the country was
stable. Moscow Mayor Sergei Sobyanin,
who had told residents to stay indoors on
Saturday as the mutinous fighters raced
to within a few hundred kilometres of the
capital, said he was cancelling a coun-
ter-terrorism security regime.

Prigozhin and his fighters had been offered
immunity from prosecution in return for
their withdrawal. But state controlled news
agencies reported on Monday that the
criminal case against Prigozhin remained
open and was still being pursued.
Saturday’s extraordinary events left govern-
ments, both friendly and hostile to Russia,
groping for answers to what happened be-
hind the scenes and what could come next.
Russia’s ally China, where a senior Russian
diplomat visited on Sunday, said it support-
ed Moscow in maintaining national stability.
Ukraine and some of its Western allies said

the turmoil revealed cracks in Russia.

“The political system is showing fragili-
ties, and the military power is cracking,”
European Union foreign policy chief Jo-
sep Borrell told reporters in Luxembourg
as he arrived for a meeting with ministers
from across the 27-member bloc. German
Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock said
the invasion of Ukraine, which Putin calls
a “special military operation” to counter
threats, was destroying Russia, and the
West would continue to back Kyiv.

On Saturday, Wagner mercenaries
fighting in Ukraine crossed into Russia,
captured a headquarters for the war in
Rostov, and drove most of the 1,100 km
(700 miles) to Moscow, meeting no re-
sistance on the ground before abruptly
halting their advance. Their command-
er, Prigozhin, had demanded that De-
fence Minister Shoigu and the army’s
top general be handed over to him.
Video released by the defence ministry
on Monday showed Shoigu flying in a
plane with a colleague and hearing re-
ports at a command post. There was no
evidence of when or where it had been
filmed, and it had no sound. Valery Ger-
asimov, the Chief of the General Staff,
has also not been seen in public since
the events. The Kremlin said the ques-
tion of personnel changes was the sole

prerogative of the president and could
hardly have been part of any deal.

In his televised address as events were
unfolding on Saturday, Putin drew paral-
lels with the chaos of 1917 that led to the
Bolshevik revolution. NATO said the events
showed the scale of the Kremlin’s strategic
mistake in waging war on Ukraine and
that the Western defence alliance would
not be intimidated into ending its support
for Ukraine. Monday has been declared a
non-working day in Moscow to allow time
for things to settle, and there was little ev-
idence of increased security in the capital.
U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
who spoke with G7 and EU counterparts on
Saturday, suggested the turmoil could take
months to play out, saying more cracks had
emerged in the Russian facade.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
discussed the events in separate phone
calls with U.S. President Joe Biden and Ca-
nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who
expressed support. “The world must put
pressure on Russia until international or-
der is restored,” Zelenskiy said on Twitter.
State television said Putin would attend
a meeting of Russia’s Security Council
this week, without elaborating, and Be-
larus’ Belta news agency said Putin and
Lukashenko spoke again on Sunday, after
at least two calls on Saturday.

2nd round of
Pak-Kazakh
dialogue held

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The second
round of Pakistan-Kazakh-
stan Bilateral Political Con-
sultations (BPC) was held
on 26th June 2023 in As-
tana, Kazakhstan. Additional
Secretary (Afghanistan &
West Asia) Syed Ahsan Raza
Shah led Pakistan side while
Kazakh side was led by Mr.
Kanat Tumysh, Deputy Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs of
the Republic of Kazakhstan.
During the consultations,
both sides held extensive
discussions on various fac-
ets of bilateral relations in
the political and diplomatic
, trade, economic connec-
tivity, science & technology
and culture sectors. The
two sides also exchanged
views on issues of region-
al and global importance.
Cooperation between two
countries within the frame-
work of United Nations,
CICA, OIC, ECO and SCO
was also reviewed.

The two sides agreed to-
wards early finalization of
the Transit Trade Agree-
ment which would become
the catalyst for enhanced
trade between the two coun-
tries. It was also agreed to
enhance connectvity be-
tween the two countries
and welcomed the resump-
tion of direct flights com-
mencing early next month.

Erdogan: Sweden must
stop Kurdish protests

Swedish foreign minister Tobias
Billstrom on Wednesday said
Turkey’s parliament should begin
ratifying Sweden’s bid because
Stockholm has met its obligations
under a deal with Ankara

ANKARA: Sweden must stop protests by supporters of the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) in Stockholm to get the
green light on its NATO membership bid, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has told NATO’s Secretary-General.

Erdogan told Stoltenberg in a phone call on Sunday that Turkey
had a constructive attitude, but Sweden’s change of “terrorism”
laws to meet demands from Ankara was “meaningless” while
PKK supporters continued to hold protests in the country, the

Turkish presidency said in a statement.

Turkey has objected to Sweden’s bid to join the Western mili-
tary alliance, citing security concerns, but members of the bloc
and NATO chief have expressed hope that it will become a mem-
ber in time for a mid-July summit in Vilnius.

Finland joined NATO in April but Turkey continues to block Swe-
den’s membership. Last week, Erdogan said it should not expect
a green light from Ankara at the Vilnius summit unless it prevents
“anti-Turkey” protests. Ankara says Sweden harbours members of
“terrorist” groups in the country, in particular belonging to the
PKK, which has been designated a terrorist organisation by Tur-
key, the European Union and the United States.

Sweden recently introduced a new law to make it harder to
finance or support “terrorist groups”, which Ankara said was
not convincing enough.

Swedish foreign minister Tobias Billstrom on Wednesday said

Turkey’s parliament should begin ratifying Sweden’s bid because
Stockholm has met its obligations under a deal with Ankara.
Sweden and Finland both reversed decades of military

non-alignment last year and applied to join NATO following

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Erdogan and Stoltenberg also discussed the latest developments
in Russia and Sweden’s NATO membership, according to the state-
ment by the presidency’s communications directorate. The sides
pointed out that the end of tensions in Russia “prevented the oc-
currence of irrevocable humanitarian tragedies in the Ukrainian
field,” the statement said. - Agencies

Punjab: At least 20 die in
rain-related incidents

Taking notice of the situation in Lahore,
PM Shehbaz Sharif directed the provincial
government and district administration to take

immediate steps for draining the standing water

LAHORE: At least 20 people died in rain-related incidents in Punjab
over the last 24 hours, Rescue 1122 said in a statement issued on
Monday afternoon. The statement, issued by provincial emergency
service spokesperson Farooq Ahmed, attributed the deaths to elec-
trocution, drowning and lightning. It stated that five people died in
Narowal and two in Sheikhupura after they were struck by lightning.
Meanwhile, seven people drowned in the province and six deaths
occurred due to electrocution. According to the statement, 10 peo-
ple were injured in incidents of wall and roof collapse in Lahore,
three in Chiniot and one in Sheikhupura. Separately, seven people
sustained injuries after they were hit by lightning. Sixty-one cases of
electrocution were referred to hospitals across the province of which
54 were provided immediate medical aid, the statement added.

Meanwhile, journalist and author Raza Ahmad Rumi shared pictures
of flooded roads, which he said were of Lahore’s Garden Town. The

pictures showed people wading through knee-high water on roads.

“Clear

signs of a failed model of urban development, thoughtless infrastruc-

ture and dysfunctional municipal governance,”

Rumi commented on

the situation. Similarly, digital rights activist Nighat Dad also shared
a video of Lahore’s Captain Mubeen Shaheed Underpass where a vehi-
cle was seen submerged in water up till the roof. Taking notice of the
situation in Lahore, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif directed the pro-
vincial government and district administration to take immediate steps
for draining the standing water. “Make arrangements for draining the
water within 24 hours,” a statement issued by the PML-N quoted him
as saying. He also directed the authorities to mobilise teams from all
relevant institutions in the rainy situation and constantly monitor the
situation and take administrative measures. The PM also gave instruc-
tions to ensure the uninterrupted flow of traffic in the city and protective
and preventive measures in other parts of the country. -DNA

SBP raises policy
rate to record 22%

Central bank eyes inflation between
5% and 7% by end of FY 2024-25

ISLAMABAD: The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), in
an ‘emergency meeting’, raised its key interest rate by 100 basis points (bps) to 22 percent,
days after it announced to keep policy rate unchanged. Taking to Twitter, the SBP’s MPC
explained that the potential upside risks to the inflation outlook had increased from its last
meeting on June 12. “MPC views that these risks are mainly coming from the implementation
of new measures in the fiscal and external sectors, which are important in the context of comple-
tion of the ongoing IMF (International Monetary Fund) programme. “MPC noted that today’s
action is necessary to keep the real interest rate firmly in positive territory on a forward-looking
basis that would help in bringing down inflation towards the medium-term target of five to seven
percent by the end of fiscal year 25,” the central bank stated. In a press release issued today,
the central bank stated that “two important domestic developments” since its June 12 meeting
had slightly deteriorated the inflation outlook and could potentially increase pressure on the
already stressed external account. “First, there are certain upward revisions in taxes, duties
and petroleum development levy rate in FY24 budget as approved by the National Assembly
on June 25. Second, the SBP, on June 23, withdrew its general guidance for commercial banks
on prioritisation of imports,” the press release reads. It added that while the MPC viewed
these measures as “necessary” in the context of the ongoing IMF programme’s completion,
they had nonetheless increased the upside risks to the inflation outlook. - DNA

Germany ready for troop
presence in Lithuania

BERLIN: Germany is ready to deploy a ro-
bust brigade of some 4,000 troops to Lithu-
ania permanently, in coordination with NA-
TO’s rethink on defence of its eastern flank
in light of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
Germany’s defence minister said on Mon-
day. “Germany stands by its commitment
as a NATO member, as Europe’s biggest
economy, to stand up for the protection of
the eastern flank,” Pistorius said during a
visit to Vilnius on Monday, without giving
a timeline. In the past, Berlin said it would
take Lithuania years to provide barracks,
housing areas for the families, depots and
sufficient training grounds.

“Precondition (for the deployment) is that
the necessary infrastructure is in place,”
he told reporters on a visit to Lithuania.
Germany already leads NATO’s multi-na-
tional battlegroup in Lithuania, a reinforced
battalion of some 1,000 troops, meant to
strengthen the alliance’s eastern flank.

Beyond this, a German brigade is on stand-
by in Germany to rapidly reinforce troops
in Lithuania if needed. Vilnius, however,
has long demanded the permanent pres-
ence of a full German brigade. “We agree
that the brigade will grow step by step as
the infrastructure is established,” Pistorius
noted, adding that such a deployment could
not be completed within “a few months”.
The endeavour must be compatible to NA-
TO’s regional plans detailing how the alli-
ance would respond to a Russian attack, the
minister stressed, referring to documents
recently drawn up for the first time since
the end of the Cold War. Pistorius and
NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg
travelled to Lithuania to attend an exercise
that will test the swift reinforcing of the ex-
isting German-led NATO battlegroup to the
size of a brigade, a scenario to be enacted
in case of heightened tensions or a conflict
with Russia. - Agencies
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