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War coming to 
Russia as Medvedev 
threatens nukes

Ankara, Baku 
eye stronger 
bilateral ties
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Pakistan, China 
economic ties 
on right path

US, Saudi Arabia, Iran 
appalled at loss of

lives in Bajaur blast

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The United States of Ameri-
ca, Saudi Arabia and Iran have strongly con-
demned the suicide bombing in the Bajaur 
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. In a con-
dolence statement issued by the US embas-
sy, a US spokesman extended condolences 
to the families of the victims of the Bajaur 
blast. The lives of innocent people were 
lost in the blast, there is no place for such 
terrorism in a peaceful and democratic 
society, the statement said.  The embassy 
stated “We strongly condemn this heinous

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi confers the Hilal-e-Pakistan 
award on Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng. – DNA

The US stands with the people of Pakistan in these 
testing times against will continue supporting 
Islamabad in its efforts to combat terrorism 

Targetting of JUI rally

‘Elections 
might be 

delayed for 
two years’

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Raja Riaz 

Ahmed, the 
oppos i t ion 
leader in the 
National As-
sembly (NA), 
said he fore-

sees two potential scenarios 
for upcoming general elec-
tions. The polls, he shared 
during an interview with a 
private TV channel, may 
occur either within three 
months, in November of this 
year, or be delayed for up to 
two years. The senior politi-
cian emphasised that holding 
elections in November would 
obstruct the country’s eco-
nomic strengthening, assert-
ing he doesn’t see the polls 
taking place until the nation 
achieves financial stability.

Value of Pak 
minerals 
$6.1 tln

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 

State for Pe-
troleum, Mu-
sadik Malik, 
termed the 
forthcoming 
mineral con-

ference titled “Dust to Devel-
opment” as a journey of pros-
perity that eventually extricate 
Pak from the quagmire of eco-
nomic challenges.  The finan-
cial value of Pakistan’s min-
erals amounted to 6.1 trillion 
dollars, surpassing the total 
net worth of corporate giants 
such as Apple, Amazon and 
Google, minister said while 
addressing a press confer-
ence here. He said that ‘Dust 
to Development’ was the 
commencement of a new era 
of mining in Pak as its scope 
was not limited to mining, but 
smelting and export as well. 

Briefs
Marriyum Aurangzeb says

No name finalized 
for caretaker PM 

Faisal sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Federal Information 
Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb on 
Monday said Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif has not chosen or ruled 
out any candidate for interim prime 
minister as yet. As per details, the 
Information Minister in a tweet 
rejected reports and specula-
tion by certain sections of 
the media about caretaker 

Prime Minister appointment She said that 
the appointment of the interim PM will 
be carried out according to the procedure 

laid down in the Constitution, both in 
letter and spirit. She said that the PM 
would consult with all allied parties 
in the government and would ob-
tain guidance from PML-N Quaid 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif to iden-
tify the most suitable candidate. 

The minister said that after 
consulting with allies, 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan ready 
to contribute to 
shared progress

shujaat hamza
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Monday said that “Paki-
stan is absolutely ready to contribute 
towards Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s vision of the shared destiny of 
progress and prosperity.”
eremony of six agreements and MOUs 
for the promotion of bilateral coopera-
tion between China and Pakistan.
PM Shehbaz said that the documents 
signed by the two countries are aimed 
at further enhancing economic rela-
tions between the two countries.
He added that under the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
more than $25 billion worth of invest-

ment has taken place in Pakistan’s 
power and hydel sector, road infra-
structure and public transport.
Shehbaz maintained that “we are 
now entering the second phase of 
the CPEC which will envisage invest-
ments in sectors, such as, agriculture 
and information technology.”
He added that both ML-1 and Kara-
chi circular railway projects are of 
immense importance, expressing 
the confidence that both sides “will 
successfully achieve these and many 
other projects”. He was also confident 
that this will help Pakistan stand on 
its own feet”. The premier said both 

Pakistan and China enjoy a unique 
relationship, adding that “we are 
all-weather friends, iron brothers and 
this friendship will continue and will 
not tolerate any obstacles in its way”.
The two countries have signed six 
agreements and MOUs for the promo-
tion of bilateral cooperation. Speaking 
on the occasion, the Chinese Vice 
Premier conveyed President Xi Jin-
ping message of China’s firm support 

to Pakistan’s prosperity and develop-
ment. He underlined that Pak-China 
friendship is unique and has withstood 
the vicissitudes of time due to deep fra-
ternal ties between the peoples of two 
nations. He Lifeng reiterated that as an 
iron-brother and strategic partner, Chi-
na would continue its existing econom-
ic and financial support to Pakistan.

Continued on Page 06

President confers Hilal-i-Pakistan 
on Chinese vice-premier

mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Monday conferred the Hi-
lal-i-Pakistan award on Chinese 
Vice-Premier He Lifeng, in recog-
nition of his contribution to the 
Pakistan-China friendship and 
promotion of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor. The award 
was conferred at a special inves-
titure ceremony held at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadr and attended by Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, services 
chiefs, National Assembly Speak-
er, Senate Chairman, federal 
ministers and parliamentarians. 
Conferred on both Pakistanis and 
foreign nationals, the Hilal-i-Paki-

stan award is meant to recognize 
those people who have made a 
meritorious contribution to the 
national interests of Pakistan. At 
the outset of the ceremony, the na-
tional anthems of both countries 
were played.  At the invitation of 
the Government of Pakistan, the 
Special Envoy of President Xi 
Jinping, the Vice Premier of Chi-
na and Member of the Politburo 
of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party, is visiting here 
to attend the 10th-anniversary 
celebrations of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). He 
has played a prominent role in 
China’s international economic 

Continued on Page 06

PM hails China as brother country; Chinese Vice-Premier 
He Lifeng receives warm welcome at PM House; 

Visiting dignitary terms Pak-China friendship is unique

SBP keeps 
key policy rate 
unchanged 

at 22%
SBP Governor 
Jameel Ahmad 

says a significant 
reduction in the rate 
of inflation observed

nazir siyal

KARACHI: The 
State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) 
Monday decid-
ed not to change the in-
terest rate in the country 
and announced to maintain 
the base interest rate at 
22 percent. SBP Governor 
Jameel Ahmad addressed 
the news conference after 
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) meeting 
and announced the new 

Continued on Page 06

PTI voices 
concern 

over rising 
terrorism 

PDM, state 
institutions pursuing 
on dismantling PTI

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ex-
pressed shock over the 
unprecedented upsurge in 
the tragic incidents of ter-
rorism in the country and 
added that even then, the 
PDM government and en-
tire state machineries were 
pursuing one-point agenda 
to dismantle PTI rather 

Continued on Page 06

analysis

ansar m Bhatti

F R I C T I O N S 
among stakehold-
ers in the political 

system are intensifying 
as the current assem-
blies near the end of 
their term this month. 
According to Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif’s announcement, the National 
Assembly will be dissolved before Au-
gust 12, leading to elections within 90 
days. The PML-N believes that this 90-
day period will allow them to engage in 
election canvassing and strategize for 
the potential return of Nawaz Sharif.
It is worth noting that the Chief Justice of 
Pakistan is set to retire next month, and 
President Arif Alvi’s tenure will come to 
an end in September. The PML-N spec-
ulates that the replacement of the sitting 
Chief Justice with Justice Faez Isa might 
favorably impact Nawaz Sharif’s situation, 
potentially facilitating his safe return.
As per the PML-N’s plan, after the de-
parture of CJP Umar Atta Bandial, they 
intend to file a plea for the protective bail 
of Nawaz Sharif. If the plea is granted, the 
PML-N supremo will return to Pakistan to 
participate in court proceedings with the 
aim of seeking a favorable outcome. It is 
essential to keep in mind that these de-

velopments are subject to legal processes 
and institutional procedures, and the situ-
ation might evolve as events unfold.
At first glance, it is evident that there is 
unrest within the ruling alliance, includ-
ing the PPP, which shares power with 
PML-N and other allies without being 
part of the PDM. The process of appoint-
ing a caretaker government has proven to 
be a challenging task, with both sides vy-
ing for a prime minister who aligns with 
their interests. The suggestion of Ishaq 
Dar as the interim prime minister has not 
been made without reason. The PML-N 
is particularly insistent that whoever as-
sumes this role must be subservient to 
their agenda. The situation highlights 
the complexities and tensions within the 
political landscape, as various factions 
seek to secure their positions and influ-
ence during this transitional period. The 
Establishment is not an exception either. 
Amidst swirling speculations of poten-
tial election delay, the political arena 
brims with fervent activity. Parties have 
wasted no time in launching their elec-
tioneering efforts, forming strategic alli-
ances and diligently courting those who 
stand on the precipice of decision. In-
terestingly, no party currently appears 
to have a bright chance of achieving a 
clear victory if the elections are held in 
a free and fair manner. Two main factors 
contribute to this situation: First, the in-
cumbency factor will play an important 

role if the two mainstream political par-
ties, PML-N and PPP, perform poorly in 
the elections. Second, there are claims 
that the powers-that-be will ensure no 
political party attains an absolute major-
ity. Some insiders suggest that no party 
will secure a majority in elections for 
the next two decades or even longer.
Ideally, a timely transition of power 
through representative elections is ben-
eficial for the stability and progress of 
a country’s political system. However, 
the effectiveness of such elections can 
be compromised if the same group of 
politicians returns to power repeatedly, 
rendering the electoral process futile. 
To enhance the electoral system and en-
sure meaningful outcomes, several key 
improvements can be considered such 
as encouraging a diverse range of candi-
dates to participate in elections, repre-
senting various backgrounds, expertise, 
and perspectives. 
This can bring fresh ideas and alter-
native solutions to the table. By im-
plementing new ideas, the electoral 
process can become more effective, 
inclusive, and meaningful, ultimately 
leading to a stronger and more respon-
sive representative government for 
the benefit of the country and its peo-
ple. Unfortunately, no government has 
ever tried to reform the electoral pro-
cess simply because they don’t want 
to allow sincere and genuine leaders 

to emerge. This happens to be a fun-
damental flaw in our electoral system 
and without rectifying this flaw hold-
ing of independent and all inclusive 
election shall always remain a dream. 
Coming back to the caretaker set-up, it 
must be composed of people having no 
affiliations with any of the political par-
ties and institutions if there is a genuine 
desire to give this country an election 
that can ultimately produce a genuine 
leadership. The defence minister and the 
information minister in their recent in-
terviews tried to give an impression as if 
the Establishment were not on the same 
page with the political dispensation when 
it comes to appointment of the caretaker 
government. Even the prime minister in 
his interview with a private TV channel 
on July 30 made it clear that the govern-
ment had nothing to do with the ban on 
PTI Chairman. The similar views were 
expressed by the information minister 
as well. These statements of course are 
not without a purpose. 
As for the possibility of Nawaz Sharif be-
coming the next Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan, it seems to be a formidable chal-
lenge in the current scenario, though 
not entirely without hope. The country’s 
influential establishments have a repu-
tation for retaining long-lasting impres-
sions. The statements made by Nawaz 
Sharif and his daughter, especially 
concerning the military and the former 

Army Chief General Bajwa and ISI Chief 
Faiz Hameed, still resonate vividly in 
the minds of the people. Therefore the 
PML-N has to do a lot in order to win 
Establishment support for Nawaz Sharif 
if it earnestly wants him back as the PM.
Summing up, the 15-month tenure of 
the government appears to have been 
a complete failure. Even the members 
of the ruling parties, particularly the 
PML-N, openly acknowledge that they 
couldn’t meet the expectations of every-
one due to having too many leaders at 
the helm. The lack of a clear chain of 
command led to chaos and disorganiza-
tion. Many within the PML-N sincerely 
believe that forming a coalition with the 
PPP was a significant mistake. Accord-
ing to them, the PPP had nothing to lose 
from joining the government, while the 
PML-N, unfortunately, sealed its own 
political fate by making that decision. 
In a post-election scenario, considering 
the situation, it seems improbable that 
these two political parties will remain 
partners, especially at the federal level.
The underlying tensions among the key 
stakeholders could present an opportu-
nity for PTI to regain its position as a 
significant player in the political arena. 
Moreover, the party should be afforded 
the same opportunities to participate in 
the election process as any other politi-
cal entity, considering that it represents 
a substantial portion of the population.

Much ado about the caretaker government
As for the possibility of Nawaz Sharif becoming the next Prime Minister of Pakistan, it seems 

to be a formidable challenge in the current scenario, though not entirely without hope

Several MOUs signed

Death toll from 
blast rises to 54 
FIR registered against 
unidentified culprits

shamim shahid

PESHAWAR: The death toll from Sun-
day’s suicide bombing at a Jamiat Ul-
ema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) gathering in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur district 

Continued on Page 06

RAWALPINDI: Visiting Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng meets General 
Syed Asim Munir, COAS. Both reiterated the desire to further 
enhance and strengthen bilateral relations in all fields. – DNA
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NDMA asks deptts 
to hold flood damage 
assessment, gather 

accurate data
dna

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Na-
tional Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) Lieuten-
ant General Inam Haider 
Malik on Monday instructed 
relevant departments to car-
ryout flood damage assess-
ment and gather accurate 
data.  The Chairman NDMA 
presided Special National 
Emergencies Operations 
Centre (NEOC) session with 
key stakeholders on the cur-
rent monsoon situation. The 
session was attended by 
representatives of Pakistan 
Meteorological Department 

(PMD), Federal Flood Com-
mission (FFC), Provincial, 
State and Gilgit Baltistan 
disaster management au-
thorities (PDMAs, SDMA, 
GBDMA respectively), Fed-
eral Flood Division (FFD), 
Space and Upper Atmos-
phere Research Commis-
sion (SUPARO), Tarbela and 
Mangla Dam Management, 
a news release said.
The Chairman NDMA re-
viewed the situation of dam-
ages caused by the recent 
spell, the situation of major 
Dams and the regulation 
of river flows during the 
ongoing monsoon spell.  
The PMD briefed about 

the rainfall observed in the 
areas of Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtoonkhwa, Balochistan 
and Kashmir. They also in-
formed about the expected 
rainfall in the Northern 
parts of Punjab, Khyber 
Pakhtoonkhwa
(Malakand Division) and in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK) from July 31 to Au-
gust 6. The PDMAs briefed 
about the current situation 
in the respective provinces 
and highlighted the rescue 
and relief work carried out 
during the recent spell. 
The FFD reported that no 
high flood situation is ex-
pected in any major rivers 

in the coming week. How-
ever, a fresh spell of mod-
erate intensity with heavy 
rainfall at scattered places 
is expected from August 
5 to 7. The Mangla and 
Tarbela Dam management 
briefed that the dams were 
filled at 85% and 86% of 
their capacity respective-
ly. The Chairman NDMA 
also instructed PDMAs, 
GBDMA and SDMA to 
conduct mock exercises 
and increase awareness 
among the masses about 
the remedial measures to 
be taken during the season 
and to monitor the chang-
ing situation vigilantly.

PM coordinator 
reviews Lahore’s 

development projects
He directed all departments concerned to main-

tain a close contact with the public representative 
of the area regarding development projects

LAHORE: Prime Minister’s 
Coordinator Khawaja Ahmed 
Hassan, during a meeting 
held at Aiwan-e-Iqbal Com-
plex on Monday, reviewed 
the pace of work on the on-
going development projects, 
being carried out in the pro-
vincial capital.
He was briefed on the cur-
rent and next financial year’s 
development projects of 
Lahore by the officials of La-
hore Development Authority 
(LDA), Metropolitan Corpo-
ration Lahore (MCL), Parks 
and Horticulture Authority 
(PHA) and Water and Sanita-
tion Authority (WASA).
Khawaja Hassan stressed 
the need for early comple-
tion of all development pro-
jects, as people of Lahore 
were still waiting for relief 
from relevant departments, 
saying that the government 

wanted to bring comfort and 
facilitation in the lives of 
people through their public 
friendly projects.  
The coordinator said that 
despite difficult circumstanc-
es, the government was 
providing resources worth 
billions of rupees to improve 
the quality of life to people 
whereas comprehensive re-
forms were being introduced 
for rapid development of the 
province. Directing the MCL 
officials, he said that street-
lights on the main roads of 
the city should be kept on 
continuously at night and 
maintenance work should be 
done simultaneously. He di-
rected WASA to complete its 
ongoing pipeline repairing 
projects within a stipulated 
time period, saying that cit-
izens were facing hardships 
due to digging of roads. He 

said the department should 
complete repair work at the 
earliest. He appreciated the 
PHA for maintaining the 
beauty of the provincial cap-
ital.  He directed all depart-
ments concerned to main-
tain a close contact with the 
public representative of the 
area regarding development 
projects so that public opin-
ion and suggestions could 
be considered in the devel-
opment process.   Later, the 
coordinator also listened to 
complains of citizens and is-
sued on-the-spot orders for 
redressing them at the ear-
liest.  Former MNA Mehar 
Ishtiaq, MPA Chaudhry She-
hbaz, Rabia Farooqi, Ramzan 
Siddique Bhatti, Syed Tau-
seef Shah, Chaudhry Baqir, 
MCL Chief Officer Mian 
Sadib Mehmood, PHA direc-
tors Jaleel Ahmad.—APP

PID (I) No. 651/23

ISLAMABAD: A vendor is selling raw dates along the Lehtarar Road in Federal Capital. —Online

‘Dust to Development’ 
conference to boost 

Pakistan’s mining sector
Minister 

emphasized 
that the export 
items generated 

through the 
utilization of 

these mineral 
resources would 
bring significant 

benefits
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Petroleum, Musadik 
Malik, on Monday, termed 
the forthcoming mineral 
conference titled “Dust to 
Development” as a journey 
of prosperity that eventually 
extricate Pakistan from the 
quagmire of economic chal-
lenges. The financial value of 
Pakistan’s minerals amount-
ed to 6.1 trillion dollars, sur-
passing the total net worth 
of corporate giants such as 

Apple, Amazon and Google, 
the minister said while ad-
dressing a press conference 
here. He said that ‘Dust to 
Development’ was the com-
mencement of a new era 
of mining in Pakistan as its 
scope was not limited to min-
ing, but smelting and export 
as well.  “We will extract min-
erals like copper, lithium and 
iron and export the by-prod-
ucts of these minerals from 
its raw soil,” the minister 
added. Unveiling the mining 
vision of the government, 
he said that smart industrial 
clusters would be built in Bal-
uchistan where the raw min-
erals from the soil would be 
extracted and converted into 
export items. The minister 
emphasized that the export 
items generated through the 
utilization of these mineral 
resources would bring signif-
icant benefits to the country, 
multiplying the advantages 
manifold.
The mining sector had great 
potential for job creation, the 

minister said and added that 
thousands of people would 
get jobs through the new min-
ing vision of the government. 
Underlining the mining rules 
complexities in Pakistan, 
he said that tangible actions 
would be taken in order to 
facilitate foreign direct in-
vestment. In this regard, the 
government had churned out 
a ‘One Window Operation’ 
which was being chaired by 
the prime minister, he added. 
Furthermore, he said that the 
mining rules and regulations 
would be harmonized into one 
general rule in order to make 
foreign investment smooth 
and easier. 
“We are replacing the culture 
of red tape with red carpet, 
which will be set for the for-
eign investors,” he added. 
The government would wel-
come every foreign invest-
ment in the mining sector 
with a red carpet, Musadik 
said and announced the tax 
incentives for the investors 
as well. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabian ambassador Nawaf Al-Maliki meets Maulana Fazlur Rehman and 
offered condolences and sympathy on the tragic incident of Bajur blast. — DNA

Wildlife Deptt 
arrest killers 

of female 
black bear in 

Manshera, cubs 
not recovered

PESHAWAR: The Wildlife 
Department of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa has successfully 
arrested the killers of a fe-
male black bear in Buger-
mung area of Siren Valley 
in Manshera district, but 
could not recover two cubs 
accompanying their mother. 
“After conducting different 
raids and house search in 
Bugermung village, we ar-
rested six persons includ-
ing two killers who directly 
fired the gun shots at the 
bear and four as their facil-
itators,” said Syed Sarmad 
Hussain, DFO Wildlife Man-
shera.  Talking to APP here 
Monday, Sarmad admitted 
that cubs could not be re-
covered from the posses-
sion of poachers. 
He explained that one cub 
had already escaped in the 
forest soon after gun attack 
on female black bear while 
the other one was caught 
by the poachers.  He said 
after several days of house 
search and raids in different 
areas of the village—APP

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

Projects announced 
under SIFC will 

attract FDIs: RCCI
Food, minerals, IT and energy projects will create employment 

opportunities, says RCCI President Saqib Rafiq
RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) has said that the projects announced under the 
Special Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) will not only increase foreign direct investment but also stabilize the rupee. 
RCCI President Saqib Rafiq while addressing the executive committee meeting, said that the proposed investment of friendly 
countries Qatar, UAE, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia in approved projects like agriculture, minerals, IT, energy, and petroleum 
and mining sectors will provide a solid foundation for Pakistan's economy. He said that after the approval of the three billion 
dollar package of the IMF program, the way for funds from friendly countries, Saudi Arabia and the UAE was paved and it 
sent a positive message to the market. The stock market rose rapidly due to the increase in foreign exchange reserves and 
investors' confidence has been restored, he added. President of the Chamber Saqib Rafiq said that facilities should be provid-
ed to increase domestic and foreign investment in Pakistan. Maximum facilities should be provided for setting up factories, 
including land on lease, minimum regulatory documentation and NO C's early approval, he further added. – DNA

KPRA 
to hold 

registration 
drive in KP

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Rev-
enue Authority (KPRA) on Monday an-
nounced to hold a three days registration 
drive throughout the province starting 
from Tuesday, August 1 till 3 to facilitate 
taxpayers at their doorsteps. On the di-
rectives of Director General Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Revenue Authority (KPRA) 
Shah Mahmood Khan teams from KPRA 
would set up mobile registration camps at 
various locations in the province where 
anyone associated with the services sec-
tor can visit and register their business 
with the Authority. Besides the mobile 
registration camps, teams of KPRA will 

conduct door-to-door visits to the busi-
ness premises of people associated with 
the services sector to provide on-the-spot 
registration facilities to them.   
"Taxpayers are our stakeholders and their 
utmost facilitation is our top priority. We 
are conducting the registration drive to 
facilitate our people and to ease their job. 
Anyone associated with the services sector 
can come and visit our mobile registration 
offices and get their businesses registered 
with the KPRA," said Shah Mahmood Khan 
in his message.  He added that KPRA teams 
will personally visit the business premises, 
a step to facilitate them in the best possible 
manner. Teams of KPRA would be present 
at the mobile registration camps during the 
three days registration drive and anyone 
can easily come and seek help in register-
ing their business or seeking any other 
information relating to registration, sales 
tax on services payment, and their month-
ly returns filing with KPRA.  People can 
also directly contact KPRA through 
WhatsApp, telephone, or visit its website 
to get any information regarding registra-
tion or sale tax on services. – APP

Rs 15bln to be 
spent on 28 

major hospitals
LAHORE: The Health Depart-
ment has prepared a plan for 
improvement of public health 
facilities, proposing to spend 
Rs 15 billion on infrastructure 
and provision of medical equip-
ment in 28 major hospitals 
across the province. During a 
meeting held at the Civil Sec-
retariat on Monday, officials of 
the Health Department briefed 
Chief Secretary Punjab Zahid 
Akhtar Zaman regarding im-
plementation of the plan. The 
meeting reviewed measures to 
improve healthcare in public 
hospitals and decided to hand 
over the parking of Lahore’s 
all government-run hospitals 
to the Lahore Parking Compa-
ny (LPC). – APP

NIM 
delegation 

calls on Mayor 
Karachi

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi 
Barrister Murtaza Wahab 
on Monday called on a del-
egation comprising mem-
bers of the 33rd senior 
Management course in the 
National Institute of Man-
agement (NIM) at Sindh 
Solid Waste Management 
Board (SSWMB) office 
here on Monday. Talking 
to the members of the 
delegation, he said that 
Karachi is the aorta and 
commercial capital hub of 
the country and the de-
velopment of the country 
depends on the develop-
ment of Karachi. He said 
that we have to do positive 
marketing of our cities 
and the people of this city 
have mandated Pakistan 
Peoples Party. According 
to people’s expectations, 
elected local body rep-
resentatives are playing 
their role in solving ur-
ban problems, he added. 
He said that development 
works are going on in the 
city and he is trying his 
best to make Karachi a 
city of lights again. – APP



Bid opening 
committee flags 

serious flaws in teacher 
training project

ISLAMABAD: The Bid Opening & Evaluation Committee 
(BOEC) constituted by the Ministry of Federal Education 
& Professional Training (MOFE&PT) for the project of 
“National Institute of Excellence in Teachers Training 
(NIETE)” raised multiple objections and observations 
regarding the proposal submitted by the M/S Orenda/
Taleemabad. Professor Muhammad Ihsan Ul Haq, mem-
ber of the committee who was also the Principal and pro-
ject director of the Federal College of Education (FCE) 
representing the BOEC, expressed concerns over the 
quality and efficacy of the vendor’s offering.  He and some 
other members of the committee identified multiple de-
ficiencies in the proposal, which included a lack of objec-
tive evaluation criteria and an inadequate Monitoring and 
Evaluation Framework (M&EF) that failed to meet their 
expectations.  Despite claiming third-party validation from 
reputed institutions like LUMS and NUST, the vendor’s 
proposal lacked a concrete framework for assessing the 
level of embodied pedagogical skill. One critical observa-
tion made by the members was the absence of any mech-
anism for formative assessment in the vendor’s project 
proposal.  The lack of details regarding the question bank, 
quality of questions, and the process of question develop-
ment raised serious doubts about the overall effectiveness 
and efficiency of the proposed teacher training program. 
The MOFE&PT had invited proposals in June from qual-
ified and registered entities to undertake the crucial task 
of teacher training under the NIETE project. However, 
eyebrows were raised as the tender conditions seemed to 
heavily favor one particular vendor, M/S Orenda/Taleem-
abad, leaving it as the sole bidder. Allegations have sur-
faced, suggesting that other firms were restricted from 
participating, casting doubt on the fairness of the selec-
tion process.  The accusations of an unfair tender pro-
cess, coupled with the Bid Opening & Evaluation Com-
mittee’s reservations about the vendor’s proposal, have 
cast a shadow on the integrity of the NIETE project. A 
teacher at FCE on the condition of anonymity told APP 
that there were determined efforts by some officers to 
award the contract to Taleemabad, lacking experience 
in running teacher training programs. —APP

COMSTECH 
Organizes 

Webinar on 
Food System

 
dna

ISLAMABAD: COMS-
TECH organized webinar 
on “Shocks, Stresses and 
Resilience of Food System 
in the Arab Region”, which 
was delivered by Prof. Dr. 
Abdullah Al-Musa, Secre-
tary General, The Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST), Jor-
dan, and the member of 
Technical Experts Group in 
climate change, Union for 
the Mediterranean (UfM).
 The Coordinator General 
COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M. 
Iqbal Choudhary said in his 
introductory remarks that 
the today’s topic is crucial 
in the context of human 
welfare and wellbeing. He 
said that the food security 
is under threat due to var-
ious reasons. He stressed 
the importance of develop-
ing S&T that can help in 
developing systems which 
are resilient against various 
odds being faced by food se-
curity. Prof. Choudhary said 
that the speaker of today’s 
topic is a scholar par excel-
lence due to his contribu-
tion to the field, knowledge, 
humility and excellence.  
Prof. Dr. Abdullah Al-Musa, 
in his lecture, talked about 
food system drivers, food 
supply chain, environment 
and customer behavior. He 
said that most important 
and investigated outcome 
in food and nutrition secu-
rity is measured through 
studying changes in two 
indicators: Prevalence of 
Undernourishment (POU), 
and Food Insecurity Expe-
rience Scale (FIES). Prof. 
Musa said food systems can 
have various stresses that 
impact their outcome which 
is measured by changes in 
POS and FIES. Prof. Musa 
said that the violence and 
conflicts, climate change, 
macroeconomic issues and 
epidemics are the shocks 
that tremored the Arab food 
security. He said that con-
flicts in Iraq, Libya, Soma-
lia, Sudan, Syria and Yemen 
caused significant decline 
in POU in Arab region.

HEC Resumes 
Ranking 

Universities 
to Foster 
Academic 
Excellence

 
mehtaB Pirzada

 
ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC), Pakistan has an-
nounced the resumption of 
university rankings after 
an eight-year intermission. 
This transformative pro-
cess has been renamed the 
“HEC National University 
Ranking 2023” and aims 
to foster transparency, ac-
countability, and academic 
excellence within the high-
er education sector.     
In this connection, HEC 
organised a comprehensive 
training session for focal 
persons nominated by 33 
universities from the Fed-
eral, Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir, Gilgit-Baltistan, and 
Rawalpindi regions. These 
dedicated focal persons are 
equipped with the neces-
sary knowledge and skills 
to understand the ranking 
data collection proformas 
and provide substantial ev-
idence. In his address to 
the participants, Chairman 
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed 
said the Government is 
keen on the ranking of 
universities to assess their 
performance through key 
performance indicators. 
“The ranking process will 
help universities become 
acquainted with their 
strengths, identify areas of 
improvement, and drive ex-
cellence in academia. It is 
a collective effort towards 
creating a data-driven high-
er education landscape in 
Pakistan,” he underlined.  
Earlier, in the inaugural cer-
emony, Executive Director 
Dr. Shaista Sohail said the 
ranking process will serve 
as a compass guiding the 
trajectory of Pakistani high-
er education institutions. 
She said, “It will provide val-
uable insights into the per-
formance and contributions 
of our universities, both na-
tionally and globally.” She 
said that the presence of 
focal persons of the higher 
education institutions ex-
emplifies the commitment 
of higher education commu-
nity to fostering a culture of 
transparency.

RMB to become parallel
 int’l currency soon, says Dar

He said both the countries were helping each other on all international and domestic issues in the 
world forum like United Nations Security Council, UN General Assembly and all other forums

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Senator 
Mohammad Ishar Dar on Mon-
day while welcoming the open-
ing of Bank of China’s second 
branch here said Renminbi 
(RMB) would soon become an 
internationally adopted parallel 
currency.  Addressing the open-
ing ceremony of Bank of China, 
Ishaq Dar said that it was a his-
toric movement as six years ago 
he had handed over the license 
for opening of the bank’s first 
branch to its President in Bel-
gium. Now, it’s a big coincidence 
that BOC was opening its sec-
ond branch, which he said was 
a great privilege for him to wit-

ness. The minister congratulat-
ed BOC President and his team 
for extensive efforts in opening 
the branch and also appreciated 
cooperation by Pakistan author-
ities and finance ministry in 
this regard. The minister also 
congratulated Deputy Governor 
Peoples Bank of China, his team 
and officials of China embassy. 
Ishaq Dar said that BOC, Indus-
trial and Commercial Bank of 
China (ICBC), China Develop-
ment Bank and Peoples Bank 
of China were all great finan-
cial partners of Pakistan. He 
said Pakistan had been passing 
through a turbulence phase 
during the last one year and ex-

tended heartfelt appreciations 
to Chinese Ministry of Finance, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Peo-
ples Bank of China and Chinese 

Commercial Banks for support-
ing Pakistan to overcome diffi-
culties. He said Pakistan was out 
of the turbulence phase as re-
cently one of the rating agencies 
had upgraded ratings for the 
country, which he said was now 
moving from stability to growth 
again. He expressed the hope 
that Renminbi (RMB) was going 
to be internationalized soon add-
ing five countries have already 
formalized the currency and 
more countries were planning to 
do so. He said it would become 
a parallel international accept-
able currency and congratulated 
Deputy Governor BOC in ad-
vance. He said that BOC Deputy 

Governor shared that Pakistan 
was already benefiting from 
RMB adding that during his 
(Dar’s) last visit to China under 
the leadership of Prime Minister 
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, 
he had proposed enhancement 
of facility upto RMB 40 billion. 
He expressed the hope that 
cooperation between the two 
countries in terms of economic 
and diplomatic ties would reach 
to new heights.    He said both 
the countries were helping each 
other on all international and do-
mestic issues in the world forum 
like United Nations Security 
Council, UN General Assembly 
and all other forums.

dna

ISLAMABAD: The experts at a spe-
cial talk on Monday said robust re-
gional connectivity would serve as 
a fundamental pillar for economic 
development, enabling optimal uti-
lisation of the myriad opportunities 
that as yet remain untapped for Chi-
na and Pakistan.
The Centre for Aerospace & Secu-
rity Studies (CASS) hosted a distin-
guished Chinese delegation com-
prising scholars from the Shanghai 
Institute for International Studies 
(SIIS), China Institute of Contem-
porary International Relations 
(CICIR), and Sichuan Academy 
of Social Sciences (SASS) led by 
Dr Liu Zongyi, Director of SIIS, 
the delegation included Dr Wang 
Shida, Deputy Director and As-
sociate Research Professor at 
CICIR; Mr Yuan Jianmin, Coun-
sellor of the Government of Xin-
jiang autonomous region; and Dr 
Li Jingfeng, Director of Regional 
& Strategic Research Office at 
SASS, a news release said.  The 
roundtable titled “Forging Stronger 
Bonds: CASS Welcomes Chinese 
Delegation for Productive Talks on 
Pakistan-China Relations and Mutu-
al Cooperation” provided a platform 

for in-depth discussions on Paki-
stan-China relations and explored 
avenues for further enhancing this 
relationship to yield mutual bene-
fits in a rapidly evolving global or-
der.  Ambassador Jalil Abbas Jilani, 
Former Foreign Secretary and Ad-
visor to President CASS, moderat-
ed the roundtable. 
In his talk, Dr Zongyi focused on 
the economic aspects of Pak-Chi-
na relations and discussed various 

challenges and opportunities. He 
underscored the significance of en-
hancing regional connectivity and 
fostering a community of shared 
interests.  Dr Wang Shida contex-
tualised the relationship between 
the two countries in the evolving 
geostrategic environment marred 
by strategic competition. Other 
speakers raised concerns regard-
ing the volatile security and eco-
nomic situation in the region. The 

participants explored the critical 
role that Pakistan and China’s 
cooperative relations could play 
in addressing the multifaceted 
challenges of the contemporary 
world. Both sides agreed that by 
reinforcing their strategic coop-
eration and collaborative efforts, 
the two nations could help shape 
regional dynamics in the future.  
Both sides discussed the cooper-
ation between China and Pakistan 

in the Aerospace domain and laid 
emphasis on further strengthen-
ing cooperation in this area.  In 
his concluding remarks, President 
of CASS, Air Marshal (R) Farhat 
Hussain Khan extended heartfelt 
gratitude to the visiting delega-
tion and expressed optimism 
that such scholarly discussions 
would lead to a deeper apprecia-
tion of each other’s perspectives 
on vital regional and global issues.

Regional connectivity fundamental pillar for Pak-China coop
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ICCI , Al-khidmat sign MoU 
for uplift of  vulnerable people

Both organizations have agreed to explore collaboration in different 
fields of relief work including establishment of skill development for 

orphans, community services, orphan care, microfinance and education

dna

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI) 
and Alkhidmat Foundation 
Islamabad (AKFI) have 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to 
work jointly for the uplift 
of vulnerable people of 
society and provide relief 
to the needy and poor peo-
ple of all the communities. 
The MoU was signed by 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry and Hamid Me-
hmood Athar, President, 
Alkhidmat Foundation 
Islamabad during a cere-
mony held at ICCI.  Both 
organizations have agreed 
to explore collaboration 
in different fields of relief 
work including establish-
ment of skill development 

for orphans, community 
services, orphan care, mi-
crofinance and education. 
Both sides would share ex-
pertise, explore resourc-
es, enter into partnerships 
for the common cause of 
empowering and helping 
the vulnerable population. 
Both would join hands in 
initiatives including dis-
aster management, social 
work, community welfare, 
community training and 
development, other spe-
cial campaigns and tasks 
like relief campaigns in 
Ramazan, Rashan drive 
and on any sudden ca-
lamities that occur in the 
country or abroad. Both 
sides will provide a joint 
platform for making the 
AKFI and ICCI members 
socially active citizens of 
Pakistan by training them 
as volunteers. Both sides 
would work to raise funds 
for the projects related to 

Skill Development Center, 
Orphan Care, education, 
Microfinance, health and 
poverty alleviation.
 Speaking on the occasion, 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry termed the MoU 
a positive development for 
the welfare of the vulner-
able segments of the so-
ciety. He said that AKFI 
is doing many laudable 
projects to improve the 
lives of the poor people 
of the society and ICCI’s 
cooperation with it would 
further strengthen its 
efforts in achieving this 
goal more effectively. He 
said that ICCI facilitate 
in building Skill Develop-
ment Centre to enhance 
skills of the economically 
deprived individuals/or-
phans/widows so that they 
could become productive 
citizens and play more 

effective role in the eco-
nomic development of the 
country
Hamid Mehmood Athar, 
President, Alkhidmat 
Foundation Islamabad 
said that he was happy to 
sign MoU with ICCI as its 
cooperation with AKFI 
would further strengthen 
its hands to deliver for 
the deprived people of the 
society. He said that AKFI 
will provide volunteers to 
ICCI and its member in-
dustries for distribution of 
relief goods to vulnerable 
segments of the society. 
AKFI would also involve 
ICCI members in collec-
tion of relief goods includ-
ing food items, medicines, 
items of daily use like 
clothes, shoes, blanket, 
coats, jackets, etc. for the 
poor and deprived people 
by establishing facilitation 
desks in ICCI and in its 
other concerns.

Speaker, deputy 
condemn Bajaur blast

dna
ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf and Deputy Speaker Zahid Akram Durrani strongly 
condemned the bomb blast in the workers’ convention of 
Jamiat Ulema Islam in Khar, Bajaur Agency. 
They expressed deep sorrow and grieve over the loss of 
innocent lives in the explosion. While expressing heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved families, they said that killing 
innocent citizens is a very shameful act. They also said that 
terrorists and extremist elements involved in these coward-
ly acts are enemies of humanity and the country. While ex-
pressing their resolve to eliminate this menace, they said 
that the entire nation is united to eliminate terrorism. 
They said that terrorists are playing with the lives of 
innocent citizens to achieve their nefarious goals which 
is condemnable in every sense of word. They prayed to 
Allah Almighty to raise the ranks of the martyrs in the 
explosion and grant courage to the bereaved families 
to bear this irreparable loss. They also prayed for the 
speedy recovery of those injured in the explosion.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chairman Senate, Mirza Muhammad Afridi presenting souvenir to President 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), Mr. Duarte Pacheco at Parliament House.—DNA
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Briefs
N15  

re-aligned 
highway of 
Suki Kinari 

hydro project 
open
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ISLAMABAD: The N15 Re-
aligned Highway of CGGC 
Suki Kinari Hydropower 
Project in Pakistan is open, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Monday. This marks that 
the N15 Re-aligned High-
way will replace the original 
N15 Highway and continue 
to play the mission of en-
suring the local transporta-
tion and tourism industry’s 
livelihood. The original N15 
highway at the site of the 
project is important for traf-
fic and tourism but is prone 
to be flooded after the pro-
ject is put into production 
due to water storage in the 
reservoir area.  The comple-
tion of the N15 Re-aligned 
Highway will not only guar-
antee water storage in the 
reservoir in the future but 
also ensure smooth trans-
portation. Suki Kinari Hy-
dropower Project, located 
on the Kunhar River in the 
Kaghan Valley of Mansehra 
District, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, is part of the China–Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor’s 
“Early Harvest” projects.

ANF seizes 
1565 kg 

drugs in two 
operations; 
arrests two

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting two operations 
managed to recover 1565 
kg drugs and arrested two 
accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here 
on Monday. He informed 
that in an operation conduct-
ed near Yaro area in Quetta, 
ANF recovered 1550 kg 
charras concealed in a con-
tainer of cotton bales. The 
drug traffickers were trying 
to smuggle charras from 
Afghanistan to Karachi via 
Chaman. Two accused resi-
dents of Chaman were also 
rounded up during the oper-
ation. In another operation 
conducted in Jarobi area in 
Khyber, 15 kg charras con-
cealed in a deserted area 
was recovered. Cases have 
been registered against the 
accused while further investi-
gations are under process, he 
added. —APP

Death 
anniversary 

of Mirza 
Adeeb 

ISLAMABAD: The 23rd 
death anniversary of the 
dramatist, playwright, and 
short story writer Mirza 
Adeeb was observed on 
July 31 (Monday). Accord-
ing to Private News chan-
nel, his birth name was 
Dilawer Hussain Ali, but 
he came to be known in 
the literary world as Mirza 
Adeeb. Mirza Adeeb wrote 
plays and short stories in 
Urdu and Punjabi language 
which won him six priz-
es and awards from the 
Pakistan Writers’ Guild. 
He was given Presidential 
Award for playwriting in 
1969, the Pride of Perfor-
mance Award for literature 
in 1981, and his play, Pas-e 
Pardah won him the Adamji 
Adabi Eward.—APP

CPEC 
historic 
project

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change 
and Environmental Coordi-
nation Senator Sherry Re-
hman on Monday warmly 
welcomed Chinese Vice Pre-
mier He Lifeng on behalf of 
Pakistan People’s Party to 
participate in the 10th anni-
versary celebrations of the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). “This 
historic project (CPEC) 
has been an important 
milestone in strengthening 
our bilateral relations,” the 
minister said while sharing 
her heartfelt welcome note 
on her official Twitter han-
dle account for the visiting 
dignitary.  Senator Rehman 
said her party was proud 
of the lasting friendship 
between Pakistan and Chi-
na which was founded by 
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto 
and Chairman Mao Zedong.
The minister accorded the 
credit of the CPEC as a 
proud project to President 
Xi Jinping and former Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari.—APP

Bilawal visits 
UAE 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
paid an official visit to the 
UAE Sunday to condole over 
the death of Sheikh Saeed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, the brother 
of President Sheikh Mohamed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.  In Abu 
Dhabi, the foreign minister 
met his UAE counterpart 
Sheikh Abdullah Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, and offered heartfelt 
condolences on the death of 
Sheikh Saeed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, who passed away on 
July 27, 2023, according to a 
Foreign Office press release. 
The two Foreign Ministers 
discussed bilateral relations 
between Pakistan and the 
UAE and exchanged views on 
regional and global develop-
ments in the region. They 
expressed satisfaction over 
bilateral multidimensional 
cooperation including in 
trade, investment, energy, 
information technology and 
infrastructure. —APP

Intl Parliamentarians’ Congress 
breaks ground in Diplomatic Enclave 

Faial sheikh

ISLAMABAD: The Internation-
al Parliamentarians’ Congress 
(IPC) celebrated a momentous 
occasion with the groundbreaking 
ceremony of its new permanent 
headquarters at the Diplomatic 
Enclave in Islamabad. Esteemed 
guests, including Honourable Par-
liamentarians, His Excellency Mr. 
Duarte Pacheco, President of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Union, dis-
tinguished members of the Diplo-
matic Corps, and other prominent 
figures, graced the event. This 
momentous occasion reflects Pa-
kistan’s steadfast commitment to 
promoting parliamentary diploma-
cy and strengthening global coop-
eration. In his address, Chairman 
Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjra-
ni, expressed profound gratitude 
to the Honourable Prime Minister 
of Pakistan for steadfastly support-
ing the IPC’s mission. The Prime 

Minister’s visionary leadership 
and commitment to global harmo-
ny align perfectly with the IPC’s 
objectives, fostering continued 
collaboration in tackling pressing 
global challenges.
“The IPC has evolved into a pow-
erful platform uniting 193 par-
liamentarians from 50 countries 
worldwide. Its focus on promoting 
international cooperation has re-
sulted in significant progress on 
borderless issues such as peace, 
security, economic stability, and 
environmental sustainability,” 
Chairman Senate remarked.He 
highlighted the recognition gar-
nered by the IPC, with “The Par-
liamentarian,” the Journal of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association CPA, acknowledging 
its success in bridging nations 
and fostering meaningful global 
discourse. Chairman Senate Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani expressed 
confidence in the IPC’s collective 
resolve, vowing to build upon past 

achievements and make further 
progress towards shared goals. 
He extended heartfelt gratitude 
to all IPC members for their un-
wavering dedication and support, 
emphasizing that this milestone 
signifies not just the foundation 
of a building, but a testament to 
their commitment to a better fu-
ture. He underscored that the IPC 
and the Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) share a deep bond of unity 
and mutual respect, united by a 
vision of promoting dialogue, co-
operation, and legislative action 
for global peace, prosperity, and 
progress. Their guiding principles 
align, further solidifying their roles 
on the world stage. “As the IPC 
embarks on this new chapter, the 
road ahead may present challeng-
es, but the collective determina-
tion of its members will continue 
to drive positive change and foster 
a better world,” Chairman Senate 
concluded. In his address, IPU 
President Mr. Duarte Pacheco 

extended heartfelt congratulations 
to the IPC team for this remarka-
ble achievement. He emphasized 
that the IPC’s new headquarters 
stands as a testament to Pakistan’s 
unwavering dedication to fostering 
global understanding through par-
liamentary diplomacy. President Pa-
checho highlighted the significance 
of collective action in addressing the 
world’s challenges, asserting that 
only through collaboration can we 
effectively tackle global issues and 
create solutions for the betterment 
of humanity. He commended Paki-
stan’s commitment to establishing 
channels of dialogue and recognized 
this groundbreaking as a historical 
moment in the journey of parliamen-
tary diplomacy. President Pachecho 
underlined the pivotal role of the 
new IPC building in providing a plat-
form for people from all walks of life 
to share ideas and work together in 
an efficient manner. He concluded 
on an optimistic note, stating that 
this ceremony marked not an end 

but the beginning of a stronger 
and more united future. Senator 
Azam Nazeer Tarar conveyed warm 
congratulations to the IPC team 
on behalf of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. He affirmed the Prime 
Minister’s unwavering support for 
the vision of IPC and reiterated 
the belief in parliamentary con-
nectivity as a powerful means to 
connect parliaments from around 
the world. Senator Tarar under-
scored the vital role that IPC plays 
in shaping the world through the 
exchange of ideas and experienc-
es. He expressed commitment to 
continuously support this noble 
cause that fosters international un-
derstanding and cooperation. The 
groundbreaking ceremony of the 
IPC’s new headquarters marks a 
historic milestone in the realm 
of global parliamentary diplomacy. 
With the unwavering commitment 
of Pakistan and the support of vi-
sionary leaders, the IPC is poised 
to become a hub for fostering 

collaboration, dialogue, and coop-
eration among nations. This mo-
mentous occasion symbolizes the 
beginning of an era of heightened 
international engagement and 
collective action. Later, the IPU 
president along with other digni-
taries visited Parliament House. 
He called on the Chairman Senate 
at Parliament House where both 
engaged in fruitful discussions on 
strengthening inter-parliamentary 
relations between Pakistan and 
the IPU, and exploring avenues to 
address global challenges through 
parliamentary diplomacy. High-
lighting the spirit of international 
cooperation, President Pacheco 
lauded Chairman Senate for his 
unwavering commitment to the 
establishment of the Permanent 
Headquarters of the International 
Parliamentary Congress in Islam-
abad. “Both organizations will con-
tribute towards fostering unity and 
strengthening parliamentary ties 
worldwide”. said President IPU.

Pakistani female 
athletes shine 

dna

ISLAMABAD: All the ath-
letes participating in the 
World University Games 
for Pakistan are female, 
highlighting the potential 
for women’s sports and 
the capability of Pakistani 
young women, said Agha 
Hunain Abbas Khan, Acting 
Consul General Counsate of 
Pakistan in Chengdu. Agha 
Hunain Abbas Khan told 
Gwadar Pro that their suc-
cess not only brings glory to 
their nation but also serves 
as a reminder for young girls 
aspiring to pursue sports.  

The all-female cast was se-
lected on the basis of being 
the best during Pakistan’s re-
cently held national games, 
where all of them secured 
gold in their chosen sport. 
A ten-member delegation 
including the five athletes, 
is representing Pakistan in 
the World University Games 
in Chengdu, China. Manisha 
and Maleeha, twin sisters 
from Gilgit Baltistan, will 
be representing Pakistan in 
Taekwondo, while Fiza, hail-
ing from Quetta, will bring 
her talents on the wushu 
mat.  Uzma, studying in Fais-
alabad, competes in the ham-
mer throw, while Amtul, who 

was the star of the national 
games, having bagged four 
medals (two gold, a silver, 
and a bronze) before, would 
try to beat her personal bests 
in the long and triple jump in 
Chengdu. “As Pakistan con-
tinues to nurture its sporting 
talent, it is crucial to provide 
adequate resources and build 
a support system around the 
athletes.  The Higher Edu-
cation Commission is doing 
a great job of providing full 
scholarships for student-ath-
letes, and it is hoped that 
various institutes can come 
together to build a holistic 
approach to ensure contin-
ued success.—DNA

HEC announces Phase-10 of 
Peridot Research Program

The program is implemented in Pakistan by the Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) and in France, jointly by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs & International Development (MAEDI) and the Ministry of 

Higher Education and Research (MESRI)
dna

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) has invited appli-
cations from August 16th, 
20203 to October 6th, 2023 
for the 10th Phase of Peri-
dot Mobility grant program.
According to official sourc-
es from HEC, the desired 
candidates can submit ap-
plication through online 
portal research.hec.gov.pk.
PERIDOT is the Franco-Pa-
kistani Hubert Curien Part-
nership (PHC) Program 
providing opportunities to 

Pakistani and French re-
searchers to interact for 
joint research activities. 
The program is imple-
mented in Pakistan by the 
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) and in France, 
jointly by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs & In-
ternational Development 
(MAEDI) and the Ministry 
of Higher Education and 
Research (MESRI).  The 
objective of this program 
is to develop new scientific 
and technological cooper-
ation between French and 
Pakistani higher education 
institutions/research labo-

ratories by supporting the 
mobility of researchers 
from both sides. The Pro-
gram, launched in 2014, 
proceeded its 9 phases 
till 2022. In last 9th phase 
Three partnerships have 
been approved.
PERIDOT awardees will 
be selected competitively 
using a merit-based, inde-
pendent, transparent evalu-
ation and selection process 
based upon international 
standards. The process is 
described in the Sections 
below: This mobility grant 
is focused on supporting 
research in any of the iden-

tified priority areas/disci-
plines, including Sustaina-
ble Energy, Environment 
and Climate change, Agri-
culture, Food Security and 
Health, Humanities & so-
cial sciences. It is to worthy 
mention here that projects 
on social challenges of en-
vironmental issues shall be 
strongly encouraged. Appli-
cant (PI) must be a regular 
faculty member (PhD or 
FCPS/MCPS/FRCS) of the 
Higher Education Institu-
tions (public and private) or 
hold a contract equivalent 
to the length of project du-
ration. 

China-Pakistan- 
Universities ' level 
linkages get boost

ISLAMABAD:  “The cooperation in the realm of educa-
tion, be it university-to-university linkages, academia-in-
dustry collaboration or the number of Pakistani students 
studying in China, are all reflective of the confidence and 
stability of the unique ties between Pakistan and China,” 
said Ms. Afifa Shajia Awais, Education Attaché of Paki-
stani Embassy in China. At the 2023 “Shared Aspirations, 
Beyond Khunjerab PASS” Pakistan Theme Day China-Pa-
kistan Education Cooperation Promotion Conference 
held by Pakistan China Center at SCO Demonstration 
Area (SCODA) on Saturday in Qingdao, Ms. Afifa Shajia 
Awais noted that the growing economic ties between the 
two countries have laid the groundwork for partnerships 
in the education sector. According to Gwadar Pro, the 
number of Pakistani students studying in China stands 
at a good 26,000 and 25 percent of them are recipients 
of different types of scholarships offered by the Chinese 
government. These students are enrolled in a wide range 
of disciplines such as medicine, engineering, and infor-
mation technology, and pursue sub-specializations and 
hyper-specializations in specific domains.   Expressing 
her gratitude to the Chinese government for offering 
scholarships and facilitation to Pakistani students on a 
preferential basis.—DNA

Pak-China to enhance 
technical collaboration 
producing hybrid chilli
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China will soon sign a deal to have technical collaboration on 
hybrid chilli and subsequent export of chilli to China under the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC). Talking to Gwadar Pro, Chairman of Pakistan Hitech Hybrid Seed 
Association (PHHSA) Shahzad Ali Malik said, “besides ongoing hybrid rice collaboration 
between Pakistan’s Guard Agri and China’s Longping, another agreement is going to be 
signed for the cultivation of hybrid chilli and subsequent export of chilli to China.” He 
said the signing ceremony will be held during the 1st International Food and Agriculture 
Exhibition on 10th - 12th August 2023 at Karachi Expo Centre, where Guard is exhibiting 
along with Longping and Litong Food.  “Hybrid chilli seed will be provided by Peppara 
Seeds along with technical support for commercial cultivation and buyback of dried chilli 
for export to China will be through Litong Food,” he added. Pakistan-China collaboration 
in the agricultural sector, particularly in the development of new varieties of hybrid seeds 
in the private sector has significant benefits for both countries. Chairman PHHSA who is 
also visiting China said that such projects can lead to the creation of tailored hybrid seed 
varieties that cater to the specific needs of Pakistani farmers and align with the country’s 
agricultural practices and climate. He emphasized that fruitful meetings between agricul-
tural organizations from different countries can be beneficial for exchanging knowledge, 
technology, and expertise in the field of seed development and agriculture. Hybrid seed 
development in Pakistan has a significant impact on food security by increasing crop pro-
ductivity, resilience, and nutritional value.  To ensure its effectiveness, there must be 
continued investment in research, infrastructure, and extension services to facilitate the 
adoption of hybrid seed technology by farmers across the country.—DNA
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UK is still content to 
stay in US’ pocket

Tokyo swallows bitter 
pill of own making

T he rarity of his public appearances has apparently not given MI6 
chief Richard Moore’s July 19 speech at a think tank event in 
Prague its expected originality. Although it is reportedly the only 

public appearance the head of the United Kingdom’s Secret Intelligence 
Service plans to make this year, Moore used it to parrot Washington’s 
China threat cliches, rather than focusing on the real threats to the 
UK. The country is blindly allowing itself to be used as a pawn in the 
United States’ geopolitical game in both Europe and the Asia-Pacific. In 
the speech, Moore claimed that China is “absolutely complicit” in the 
Ukraine crisis, trying to “steal” the research of British universities, and 
setting “data traps” when cooperating with other countries. As the Chi-
nese embassy in the UK said in a subsequent readout, Moore’s “accusa-
tions” against China are totally groundless and slanderous and malicious 
in nature. China firmly opposes and strongly condemns them.Since he 
talked the same talk as Washington on the Ukraine crisis, it is natural that 
Moore felt unhappy with China on that issue. Out of the need to wear out 
Russia and control Europe, the US has not only brokered the conflict but 
also sought to protract it as long as possible. However, being neither the 
one that created the crisis nor a party to it, China has consistently called for 
peace talks and is committed to facilitating a political settlement of the issue. 
Compared with the US’ one-sided stance, China’s position on the Ukraine 
crisis has always been balanced. Moore’s comments are no surprise, the US 
club has been doing its utmost to discredit the peace plans put forward by 
China, as well as Indonesia, Brazil, India and African countries. Washington 
is well aware that these proposals, which prioritize a cease-fire and aim to 
secure a lasting agreement between the two belligerents, touch upon the 
crux of the issue. The UK would do better to take a serious and objective 
look at what is really in its best interests rather than just aping the US and 
smearing genuine pro-peace efforts that the UK doesn’t have the capacity 
to make. It is time for countries such as the UK to liberate themselves from 
the bewitching fantasy Washington has spun for them that they cannot sur-
vive outside the protective umbrella of the US. Nations should realize that 
not only can they, but they would do better by not toeing the US’ line as the 
world will be a more stable and peaceful place. As for Moore’s other smears 
they are easily dismissed by anyone without prejudice. China-UK scientific 
research cooperation is voluntary and mutually beneficial, Moore’s attempt 
to sabotage the cooperation benefits neither side. And the so-called “data 
traps” are nothing more than malicious fabrications. As the embassy’s read-
out points out, China’s exchanges and cooperation with other countries are 
aboveboard and upright. The international community is well aware which 
party is engaged in massive-scale monitoring, surveillance, and espionage 
and which countries are abetting it.

W ith its stringent quality control, food imported from Japan, 
mainly rice, seafood and vegetables, has always enjoyed high 
esteem in the Chinese market. But that is no longer the case.

The Fumio Kishida government’s lack of transparency over the discharg-
ing of the nuclear-contaminated water at the Fukushima nuclear power 
plant into the ocean, which will reportedly start from August, has left 
all parties, including the Japanese people themselves, in the dark about 
the harm that may cause to the marine environment. This has raised 
questions about the safety of Japan’s seafood exports. It is ridiculous for 
Tetsuro Nomura, Japanese minister of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, 
to say at a news conference on Friday that China’s practice of strengthen-
ing customs inspections on food imported from Japan for safety reasons 
is “unacceptable”. Instead of engaging neighboring countries, the par-
ties that will bear the immediate brunt of the move, in exploring ways to 
find a better way to dispose of the radioactive water, Japan only arranged 
some “field research” for the International Atomic Energy Agency in 
the hope of obtaining approval from the world’s nuclear watchdog for its 
plan. Although the IAEA report released late last month endorsed the 
feasibility of the Japanese plan, the report has quickly become part of 
the controversy itself for its apparent lack of objectivity and representa-
tiveness. The IAEA chief has admitted the agency is not responsible for 
proving the Japanese plan is the best option, implying the IAEA should 
not be held accountable for any possible environmental impacts. That’s 
why the IAEA report has aggravated the concerns of the Republic of 
Korea, China and some Pacific island countries. Instead of lending legiti-
macy to Japan’s plan, the IAEA has suffered a heavy loss to its own credi-
bility as well. As a veteran agriculture and food expert, with more than 35 
years of experience in the sector, Nomura will be well aware that Japan is 
reaping what the Kishida government has sowed. The news conference 
was nothing but a stunt to help the Kishida government to divert the an-
ger of the affected Japanese farmers and fishermen from itself to China. 
The Japanese government has provided them with special compensation 
long before their produce was boycotted by the international community, 
which speaks volumes of Tokyo’s deep understanding of the harm the 
radioactive water may do to the marine environment and ecology. It is 
the stringent “quality control” of the Kishida government in keeping the 
risks of its nuclear-contaminated water discharge plan in a “black box” 
that has ruined the image of Japanese food. Time will tell that what the 
Kishida government believes to be the most economical way of disposing 
of the water will prove to be the most expensive one.
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CPEC: A bridge to the future

It is time for Surgical solution

Qamar Bashir 

Dr Luay Shabaneh

O ver the last decade, the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) has been a huge success sto-
ry. The project has aided in the improvement of 

communication between China and Pakistan, as well as 
the economic prosperity of both countries. It has been 
a decade of success in terms of enhancing connectivity 
between China and Pakistan, including the transforma-
tion of Gwadar into a modern port city, the upgrade of 
the Karakoram Highway, and the facilitation of goods 
and people movement between the two nations.  It has 
been a prosperous decade, as the CPEC has promoted 
economic development in both China and Pakistan, in-
creased investment, and helped both countries’ econo-
mies thrive. CPEC has brought the two countries clos-
er together and has contributed to the development of 
trust and understanding. A decade of hope: CPEC has 
aided in the improvement of infrastructure, the cre-
ation of jobs, the expansion of the economy, and the 
giving of hope to people for a better future. CPEC is a 
success story that is still unfolding, and it is certain to 
have a long-term positive impact on both the countries 
and the region. 
According to an authentic research study conducted 
by the Asian Development Bank (ADB), CPEC has the 
potential to increase China’s GDP by $2.5 trillion and 
Pakistan’s GDP by $350 billion, while also creating up to 
7 million employment in Pakistan by 2030. According to 
another analysis by the Centre for Global Development, 
CPEC may enhance trade between China and Pakistan 
by $30 billion while lowering transportation costs  up to 
30%. According to these analyses, the economic bene-
fits of CPEC are and will continue to enhance the lives 
of millions of Pakistanis by improving access to roads, 
railroads, and power, provided that concerns about debt 
sustainability and environmental damage are addressed. 
The tangible advantages gained to Pakistan in the last 
10 years have been summarised eloquently by the Am-
bassador of Pakistan to China Mr. Moin ul Haq, with 
whom I had the honour to work as a Press Minister in 
the Embassy of Pakistan to France (2015-2020). He is an 
accomplished gentleman, a compassionate, caring, and 
affectionate senior, with distinct communication and 
leadership skills, who supports a clear vision and is pas-
sionate about Pakistan. In the following comments, he 
described tangible benefits in a report delivered to the 
president for his review.  Over the last ten years, 888 km 
of road network have been constructed, and 13 major 
energy projects have added over 8000 MWs of energy to 
Pakistan’s national grid. A new 878-kilometre transmis-
sion line has been constructed to evacuate 4000 MW 
of electricity. An 820 km long cross-border optical fibre 
cable has been installed, which cumulatively has en-
hanced Pakistan’s GDP by 1-2%. After the second phase 
of CPEC is completed, the contribution of CPEC is ex-
pected to grow exponentially.   These tangible outcomes 
of CPEC have negated the concerns expressed by the 
United States, India, and some Western countries that 

CPEC will give China too much influence in the region 
and that Pakistan’s debt burden will increase and would 
make Pakistan more vulnerable to Chinese influence.
Both Pakistan and China have held several events in 
both countries to highlight the achievements accom-
plished by CPEC over the previous ten years.  As the 
finale of these events, Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng 
has already arrived in Pakistan (30th July, 2023) to pre-
side over a ceremony commemorating the tenth anniver-
sary of the multibillion-dollar China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). Mr. He, a member of the Politburo 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
China, is in-charge of China’s global economic relations 
and the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
of which CPEC is a flagship project. He will meet with 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and President Arif Alvi 
separately, in addition to being the ceremony’s Chief 
guest with Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif. CPEC is the 
flagship project of China’s One Belt One Road (OBOR) 
or Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The Chinese govern-
ment launched OBOR in 2013 in an effort to connect 
Asia, Europe, and Africa via a network of highways, 
railways, ports, and other infrastructure projects to fa-
cilitate trade, investment, and connectivity. In 2013, 
President Xi announced the initiative during state visits 
to Kazakhstan and Indonesia. The plan had two com-
ponents: the Silk Road Economic Belt on land and the 
Maritime Silk Road. Initially referred to as the One Belt, 
One Road initiative, the two were eventually renamed 
the Belt and Road Initiative. According to the Green Fi-
nance and Development Center, China’s investment in 
BRI projects in 2022 was about $67.8 billion and in pur-
suance of this initiative so far China has signed over 200 
deals with Pakistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Laos, 
Myanmar, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Nepal and quite a 
few other countries. This is however far less than the 
commitment made  by the Chinese government in 2017 
to invest over $ one trillion under this initiative. In Paki-
stan, the road and highways arteries built under CPEC 
are providing much-needed connectivity within Pakistan 
and with regional and international countries. Under 
this project, approximately 888 kilometers of brand new 
motorways and highways have been constructed, with 
another 853 kilometers of world-class roads currently 
under construction.  In the first phase, the completed 
motorways included KKH Phase II (Havelian - Thakot 
Section), Peshawar-Karachi Motorway (Multan - Sukkur 
Section), Hakla - D.I. Khan Motorway, and Orange Line 
Metro Train - Lahore.  Moreover, package I of the Main 
Line-I (ML-I) railway upgrade project will be initiated in 
the middle of this year. New Gwadar International Air-
port, Pak-China Friendship Hospital, Gwadar East Bay 
Expressway, and Gwadar Technical & Vocational Insti-
tute have all been completed.  Gwadar, Pakistan’s deep 
sea port on the Arabian Sea, is a key component of the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and has the 
potential to become a major regional trade and transit 

hub. The government has made substantial investments 
in the development of Gwadar port and the associated 
infrastructure, including roads, railways, and pipelines, 
which will increase connectivity and facilitate trade with 
neighbouring nations including China, Iran, and Afghan-
istan.  Eleven power projects totaling over 6,370 MW 
have been completed, 880 km of transmission lines have 
been installed, and projects totaling around 1200 MW 
are anticipated to be completed by 2023-2024 which 
will provide much needed power pivotal for socio-eco-
nomic and industrial growth. Additionally, approximately 
192,000 jobs have been created by CPEC investments 
and their secondary effects. 
The CPEC has already entered its second phase, during 
which socioeconomic development, science and technol-
ogy, agricultural cooperation, and industrialization will 
be the focus of cooperation. 
Of the agreed-upon 27 socioeconomic development pro-
jects, 17 fast-track projects have been initiated and are 
proceeding smoothly, while seven projects have been 
completed and five are in progress.
 During the most recent meeting of the outgoing Chi-
nese ambassador, Mr. Nong Rong, with President Alvi, 
which I also attended, the President expressed his satis-
faction with the substantial progress made to complete 
the already commissioned projects, launch new projects, 
and advance the ML-1 project in order to accelerate 
the country’s development.  The President specifically 
mentioned Chinese-Pakistani cooperation in the joint 
production and marketing of JF-17 Aircraft on the glob-
al market, which, according to him, would expedite the 
export of cutting-edge fighter aircraft and meet the se-
curity needs of the purchasing nations. The President 
mentioned in particular the success of a garment factory 
that was established in Lahore in a record-setting five 
months and began producing garments for international-
ly renowned brands. It was also decided to replicate this 
model of success in other regions of the country.  Both 
Pakistan and China have time and again reaffirmed 
their commitment for speedily implementing the 
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) project, 
to take the decades-old geo-political relations to geo 
economic orbit. CPEC would ultimately help in creat-
ing a regional economic bloc of three billion people 
through improved regional integration and connectivi-
ty, and Pakistan could play a critical role being located 
in the centre of three engines of growth – – South 
Asia, Central Asia and China.  The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a  multibillion-dollar 
initiative that has the potential to revolutionise the 
economy of Pakistan. To realise the full benefits of 
CPEC, Pakistan’s leadership, bureaucracy, govern-
ment, and nation must all contribute.   As CPEC takes 
shape, we must be patient and understanding. CPEC 
represents a fantastic opportunity for Pakistan. Howev-
er, it is merely an opportunity . It is up to Pakistan to 
grab this opportunity and ensure its success.

O n 14 July, the Law and Justice Commission 
and the Federal Ministry of National Health 
Services, Regulation, and Coordination or-

ganized an international conference on calibrating 
population and resources to enhance Pakistan’s re-
silience. The conference brought national, provin-
cial, and high-level experts from different parts of 
the world to explore ways and opportunities on pop-
ulation dynamics and the success stories in other re-
gional and international experiences. It was a bitter 
moment for many participants to see that statistics 
categorized Pakistan’s performance in the group of 
underperforming countries suffering from conflict 
such as Afghanistan and Somalia; Pakistan deserves 
to have performed better. While the conference ac-
knowledged the important initiatives by the federal 
and provincial governments on the population narra-
tive and improving services and advocacy, the recom-
mendations of the conference sent three important 
broad messages that Pakistan needs to accommodate 
urgently to make genuine changes in the spectrum 
of calibrating population and resources. Only human 
rights-based approaches can bring sustainable solu-
tions and make genuine change. Governments can 
not impose on families or women if or how many chil-
dren they should have; it is their sole right to fami-
lies themselves. Couples do not consult demographic 
trends, population size, or governments’ plans any-
way when they decide to have another baby, but they 
consult their own circumstances. Government, as a 
duty-bearer, must ensure that couples, as a right-hold-
er, are empowered to implement their own decisions 
by providing them with high-quality, accessible, and 
affordable women-preference contraception services, 
and relevant information about family planning and 
its methods, benefits, etc. This includes empowering 
women to enjoy their reproductive rights, meaning 
being protected from forced marriage, and forced 

pregnancy, and to be able to plan with their husbands 
their own spacing schemes. Reproductive rights in-
clude also but are not limited to, women having the 
choice to invest in their own human capital including 
delaying marriage until they complete the aspiration 
of education and economic empowerment, as well as 
being protected from gender-based violence. Women 
in Pakistan comprise a missed economic and social 
opportunity, and investing in their skills, education, 
and opportunities is a strategic direction to make a 
genuine change in the population agenda.
Enhancing the concept of accountability is instru-
mental to track progress. Accountability means that 
all government engagements and initiatives are not 
measured by activities initiated and money spent, but 
by the actual change that was made in the life of peo-
ple. The current governance structure for entities en-
gaged in population agenda is not the most effective 
and efficient option and does not involve the concept 
of AAP (accountability to affected population).
Furthermore, the population agenda is a national 
concern; it cannot be left to the population welfare 
and health departments with the current segregat-
ed structures and programs. It should be upgraded 
at the chief minister and prime minister level while 
PWDs and HDs lead the implementation. Ministries 
of finance, planning, education, and other ministries 
are key partners and leaders and equally own the 
population agenda. The segregation of population 
programming between different structures limits the 
ability of inclusive programming; integration, mod-
ernization (or reform) might be an option to create an 
enabling environment for the AAP approach.
A surgical solution that creates enabling incubator for 
genuine change is the most viable option; business 
as usual is not an option. This includes revisiting the 
NFC formula to make it target-focused instead of de-
mand-driven when it comes to population agenda. It is 

important that the NFC incentives and Taxing system 
encourage achieving population targets as stipulated 
in Pakistan’s Vision such as gender equality, litera-
cy rate, minimizing out-of-school adolescents, wom-
en’s economic participation, women empowerment, 
reducing GBV, the increase in the rate of the prev-
alence of modern contraceptive, and other relevant 
output indicators instead of incentivizing population 
growth. This also includes empowering the culture of 
data-driven decisions and evidence-based policy and 
program implementation. Knowing that more than 
half of SDG targets do not have available data to meas-
ure is a real challenge to measure progress. Data 
accessibility and making official statistics a “Public 
Good” and enhancing the right to access public infor-
mation are important to make a real change. Census 
is one of the most important instrumental tools for 
planning at the lower disaggregated level, most of the 
federal systems keep the census as a federal function 
to ensure impartiality and independence because it 
is a symbol of sovereignty where governments count 
people in their sovereign territories. Pakistan might 
consider aligning its national statistical system with 
the ten fundamental principles of official statistics of 
the United Nations and their consequent revisions 
and ethical codes of conduct. The conference has 
shown that political momentum and anxiety about 
population growth can be translated into commitment 
and action that leads to genuine change; this has hap-
pened in Bangladesh, India, Iran, Tunisia, Indonesia, 
and other countries. But to achieve that, Pakistan 
needs champions and leaders who are decisive and 
equipped with knowledgeable teams. UNFPA is com-
mitted to supporting the government of Pakistan both 
at the federal and provincial level and I am sure all 
other development actors and donors are willing to 
help once Pakistan decides to move from anxiety to 
genuine action and where to go and how to grow.

Both Pakistan and China 
have held several events in 
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plished by CPEC over the 

previous ten years.  As the fi-
nale of these events, Chinese 
Vice Premier He Lifeng has 
already arrived in Pakistan 
(30th July, 2023) to preside 
over a ceremony commemo-
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Enhancing the concept 
of accountability is 

instrumental to track 
progress. Accountability 

means that all government 
engagements and initiatives 

are not measured by 
activities initiated and 

money spent, but by the 
actual change that was 
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Briefs
Pakistan 
ready to 

contribute...
From PAge 01

Minister for Planning and 
Development Ahsan Iqbal 
and the vice chairman of 
the National Development 
and Reforms Commission 
of the People’s Republic 
of China signed the docu-
ment and the signing cere-
mony took place at the PM 
House. PM Shehbaz and 
the Chinese vice-premier 
witnessed the ceremony.
The first document was 
signed on the joint coopera-
tion committee of China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) and the second doc-
ument was related to the 
establishment of an expert 
exchange mechanism with-
in the framework of CPEC.
The third document was 
signed by the Secretary 
Ministry of National Food 
Security Zafar Hassan and 
the Chinese Charge D’Af-
faires Pang Chunxue for 
the export of dried Chillies 
from Pakistan to China.
Member Planning of Nation-
al Highway Authority Asim 
Amin and Chinese Charge 
D’Affaires Pang Chunxue 
signed the fourth document 
on the realignment of the 
Karakoram Highway Phase 
II project feasibility study.

President 
confers 
Hilal-i-

Pakistan...
From PAge 01

relations and implementa-
tion of the Belt and Road 
Initiative, of which CPEC 
is a flagship project. As the 
Chairman of the National 
Development and Reform 
Commission (2017-23), he 
was instrumental in the 
planning and execution of 
multiple CPEC projects 
in Pakistan. Being a great 
friend of Pakistan, He 
Lifeng worked for indus-
trialization and socio-eco-
nomic uplift of Pakistan, 
besides helping the execu-
tion of energy projects.

US, Saudi 
Arabia, Iran 

appalled 
at loss of...

From PAge 01
act of violence, which has re-
sulted in the loss of innocent 
lives and harm to many. Such 
terrorism has no place in a 
peaceful and democratic so-
ciety. “We stand in solidarity 
with the people of Pakistan in 
this difficult time,” it added 
said, adding that We reiterate 
our commitment to support 
Pakistan’s efforts in combat-
ing terrorism and ensuring 
the safety of its citizens.
The statement further said 
that the US stands with the 
people of Pakistan in these 
testing times against will 
continue supporting Islama-
bad in its efforts to combat 
terrorism  Saudi Arabia’s 
Foreign Ministry has also 
denounced the suicide at-
tack that took place at a 
political rally in Pakistan’s 
northwestern Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province and that 
left at least 44 people dead.
“The ministry reiterates the 
Kingdom’s constant position 
and that calls for rejecting 
violence and terrorism any-
where in the world, express-
ing the Kingdom’s full soli-
darity with Pakistan and its 
brotherly people,” the minis-
try said in a statement. For 
all the latest headlines fol-
low our Google News chan-
nel online or via the app.

No name 
finalized for 

caretaker 
PM 

From PAge 01
the prime minister will 
consult with the leader 
of opposition in the Na-
tional Assembly to take 
a decision on the matter, 
as per the Constitution. 
Earlier, Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) and Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) on Monday de-
cided to hold the third 
round of consultation re-
garding the nomination of 
caretaker setup after the 
assemblies dissolution.
It has been reported that 
PPP Co-Chairman and 
former President Asif Ali 
Zardari played a crucial 
role in overseeing the 
selection of suitable can-
didates for the caretaker 
prime minister’s position.

Barcelona to host 2023 Wheel-
chair Tennis Masters events

ISLAMABAD: The International Tennis Federation (ITF) has announced that Barcelona would host the NEC Wheel-
chair Singles Masters and ITF Wheelchair Doubles Masters for the first time in 2023. The ITF’s year-end wheelchair 
tennis championships for singles and doubles would take place from October 30 to November 5 at the Emilio Sanchez 
Academy, with Spain becoming the fifth country to host the NEC Wheelchair Singles Masters and the fourth country 
to host the Doubles Masters, said a press release. Spain would also become the third country after Netherlands and 
USA to host the Singles Masters and Doubles Masters simultaneously. De la Puente enjoyed a highly successful 
2022, winning his first Grand Slam men’s doubles title at the US Open, and ended the year by winning his first ITF 
Wheelchair Doubles Masters title alongside Argentina’s Gustavo Fernandez. De la Puente subsequently finished 2022 
as the year-end No. 1 player on the men’s doubles ranking. The NEC Wheelchair Singles Masters, the ITF’s year-end 
championship for the world’s top eight men’s, women’s, and quad singles players, was first held in 1994 in Eindhoven, 
Netherlands, where it remained until 1999 before moving to Amersfoort for a six-year period. In 2006 the Singles Mas-
ters moved to a new Dutch host venue in Amsterdam, which staged the event until 2010. In 2011 the Singles Masters 
was held outside of the Netherlands for the first time and has since been hosted in Belgium, Great Britain, and the 
USA before now moving to Spain in 2023. NEC has been the title sponsor of the Singles Masters since its inception 
in 1994. In 2018 the NEC Wheelchair Singles Masters celebrated its 25th edition before NEC celebrated 30 years 
of their sponsorship of ITF wheelchair tennis activities in 2021. The first ever Doubles Masters took place in 2000, 
alongside the NEC Wheelchair Singles Masters, in Amersfoort. Featuring the world’s top eight men’s partnerships, 
top six women’s partnerships, and top four quad partnerships on the UNIQLO Wheelchair Tennis Tour, the Doubles 
Masters became a standalone event for the first time in 2003, when it moved to Italy for a period of six years. – DNA

Death toll 
from blast 
rises to 54 

From PAge 01
rose to 54 on Monday as 
the Counter Terrorism De-
partment (CTD) registered 
a first information report 
of the attack. The blast 
occurred in Khar, a town 
bordering Afghanistan, and 
according to eyewitnesses, 
hundreds of party workers 
along with local leaders 
were present at the JUI-F 
convention when the explo-
sion ripped through it.
Speaking to the media in 
Peshawar, KP CTD Addi-
tional Inspector General 
(IG) Shaukat Abbas said 
the death toll from the blast 
had risen to 54 while the 
number of injured people 
stood at 83. He added that 
46 of the deceased had been 
identified. According to the 
CTD official, the convention 
began at 2pm and the blast 
occurred at four past ten.
“We have collected ball 
bearings from the site of 
the blast,” he said, adding 
that the group behind the 
blast and that there was no 
specific target of the attack.
The additional IG further 
stated that the suspects 
“have been almost tracked 
down in the initial action” 
taken so far, adding that a 
forensic report pertaining 
to the incident was awaited.
Earlier, Dr Naseeb Gul, the 
district medical superinten-
dent of the Khar hospital, 
told Dawn.com today that 
the death toll of the explo-
sion increased to 46 after 
another injured person suc-
cumbed to his wounds.

SBP keeps 
key policy...

From PAge 01
monetary policy in Karachi 
today. The SBP stated that 
the base interest rate will 
remain at 22 per cent. SBP 
Governor Jameel Ahmad 
said a significant reduction 
in the rate of inflation was 
observed and it will further 
decrease in the coming 
months. The SBP governor 
revealed that the MPC de-
cided to keep the interest 
rate unchanged at 22 per-
cent for the next one and a 
half months. The decision 
comes amidst the backdrop 
of the country grappling 
with a high inflation rate, 
which currently stands at 
29.2 percent.
The State Bank’s Monetary 
Policy Committee thorough-
ly reviewed the economic 
data and the prevailing infla-
tion situation before arriving 
at the decision to maintain 
the interest rate. It was not-
ed that there has been a sig-
nificant improvement in the 
current account due to the 
government’s initiatives.
The inflation rate is expect-
ed to be around 20-22 per-
cent for the current fiscal 
year, indicating some relief 
compared to the previous 
rate. The State Bank’s ef-
forts to stabilize the foreign 
exchange reserves have 
been commendable, with 
reserves now reaching 8.2 
billion dollars. Governor 
Jameel Ahmed expressed 
hope about further improve-
ment in foreign exchange 
reserves by December.

PTI voices 
concern...

From PAge 01
than to reining in the mon-
ster of terrorism, which was 
rearing its ugly head again.
PTI spokesperson stressed 
the need that it was a high 
time, the incumbent gov-
ernment and the state 
institutions should recon-
sider their priorities and 
all political forces should 
set-aside their political dif-
ferences so as to devise a 
well-thought-out strategy 
to deal with the menace of 
terrorism once and for all. 
He said that the entire 
nation was in great shock 
and saddened by the loss 
of precious lives in the 
tragic Bajaur blast.
He stated that Pakistani 
nation sacrificed thou-
sands of precious lives 
to eradicate the scourge 
of terrorism and restore 
peace in the country.
However, he noted that an 
alarming uptick in terrorist 
incidents was witnessed 
during the last one year, 
which reflected the wrong 
and flawed priorities of the 
incumbent government.
The PTI spokesperson said 
that a total of 636 incidents 
of terrorism were reported 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
alone in the last one year, 
adding that the provinc-
es of KP and Balochistan 
were badly affected by the 
new spate of terrorism, 
putting a serious question 
mark on the PDM govern-
ment’s strategy in dealing 
with terrorism.

Japan thrash Spain 4-0 in 
Women’s World Cup warning
Miyazawa turned provider in the 29th minute, driving forward before finding 

Ueki, whose shot took a giant deflection and snuck inside the top corner

WELLINGTON: Hinata Miyazawa scored 
twice and set up another as Japan stunned 
Spain 4-0 at the Women’s World Cup on 
Monday to set up a clash with Norway in 
the knockout stage. The Japanese deliv-
ered a lesson in clinical counter-attacking 
and led 3-0 at half-time to issue a World Cup 
warning against one of the title favourites.
The 2011 champions Japan topped the 
group to play another former winner in 
Norway while Spain will face Switzerland 
in the last 16. Miyazawa’s brace took her 
to four goals for the tournament while Riko 
Ueki and Mina Tanaka bagged the others 
for a hugely impressive Japan.
Boasting a host of European club stars, Spain 
dominated possession in front of a crowd of 

20,957 in Wellington. But they didn’t create a 
single clear chance as Japan soaked up pres-
sure and broke with pace, with lethal effect. It 
was a tactical masterclass from Japan coach 
Futoshi Ikeda, whose team denied space and 
time to Barcelona stars Alexia Putellas and 
Aitana Bonmati. “The Spanish team, with 
that kind of offence, we decided to respond 
with a compact defence,” Ikeda said.
“Once we recovered the ball, we tried to 
attack to the maximum at speed.” Japan’s 
three first-half attempts resulted in three 
blistering goals as their speedy front line 
took advantage of a disorganised Span-
ish defence missing injured captain Ivana 
Andres. It was Japan’s first win in five at-
tempts over Spain. Their 11 goals is the 

most by any team at the tournament while 
they’re one of four sides yet to concede a 
goal. Miyazawa is also the tournament’s 
leading scorer, although she was denied a 
chance to add to her four goals when re-
placed at halftime. A beaming Miyazawa 
said leading the race for the golden boot 
was a surprise and a “great pleasure”.
“I never imagined it. All of the goals are 
because of the other players giving me the 
right passes. So it’s everybody’s goal, not 
just me,” she said. With both teams having 
already qualified after coasting past pool 
opponents Zambia and Costa Rica, sixth-
ranked Spain were considered the favour-
ites to top the group. Only needing a draw 
to do so, the Europeans controlled the ball 

for long periods but they had few answers 
when their opponents broke with speed.
Spain coach Jorge Vilda conceded he’d 
been out-thought tactically. “As the head 
coach I’m responsible for this defeat,” he 
said. “Yes I was surprised, they were ex-
erting a lot of pressure. “We had to break 
this low block that they had but we were not 
able to get past their lines to attack... and 
little by little they started scoring goals.
“We have not seen the best Spanish team 
yet and I’m convinced that against Switzer-
land the team will react positively.” The 
opener came in the 12th minute when Mi-
yazawa outpaced the defence to reach Jun 
Endo’s curling pass from halfway before 
slotting low past Misa Rodriguez. – APP

Australia surge into last 16
MELBOURNE: Co-hosts Australia rescued their Women's World Cup hopes with a 4-0 
thumping of Canada to sweep into the last 16 at the expense of the Olympic cham-
pions on Monday. The Matildas came into the clash needing victory to ensure they 
made the knockout round after a stunning 3-2 defeat to Nigeria left them on a knife-
edge. They thrived on the pressure in front of more than 27,000 in Melbourne to 
consign Canada to an early flight home, with Hayley Raso scoring twice. Australia 
top Group B ahead of Nigeria, who drew 0-0 with Ireland, and set them up for a clash 
against the second-placed team in Group D -- likely Denmark or China -- in the next 
round. "I'm so, so proud of this team," said coach Tony Gustavsson. "The players, 
there's something special about this group. "In the press conference yesterday some-
one asked if this was legacy-defining, a crossroads moment for this team, and yes it 
was. But we didn't shy away from it," he added. "The way the players performed to-
night, all the talk about Sam (Kerr), they just went out and played their game, stayed 
true to who they are." Talismanic striker Kerr remained on the bench as a precaution 
despite declaring herself available after a calf injury that had ruled her out of Austral-
ia's first two games. Real Madrid's Raso put them ahead in the ninth minute, firing 
low into the corner after captain Steph Catley fed a teasing low cross. They had a goal 
controversially disallowed 10 minutes before break, but put it behind them and Raso 
made sure on their very next attack for her second with a close-range tap-in. – APP

DNA

OSLO: Pakistan street child 
football team on Monday, edged 
Årvoll IL 2-1 to qualify for the next 
round of the ongoing Norway Cup 
here. This was the national team’s 
second consecutive victory in the 
ongoing tournament, which hand-
ed an 11-1 thrashing to Frigg Oslo 
FK 11-1 in the campaign opener 
on Sunday. In their second match, 
however, the national street child 
football team got off to a contrast-
ing start as Årvoll pulled ahead 
with an early strike in the first 
half. Pakistan created a few chanc-
es in the middle phase of the first 
half but finally scored an equalis-
er, minutes before the break.
Abdul Wahab struck the first goal 
for Pakistan. The visitors, relish-
ing the momentum, pulled ahead 
in the second half courtesy of 
Tufail Shinwari, who scored the 

match-winner. Pakistan’s 2-1 ad-
vantage remained intact till the 
final whistle, meaning the nation-
al team progressed into the next 

round with one game to spare. 
Pakistan street child football team 
will now take on Skjold IL in their 
last Norway Cup group fixture to-

morrow. Notably, Pakistan had 
a dominant start to their Nor-
way Cup campaign as they blew 
away Frigg Oslo FK 11-1 by the 

scoreline of 11-1.
The national team pulled ahead 
just six minutes into the game 
thanks to a goal by Saud Ahmed. 
Abid Ali then doubled Pakistan’s 
advantage within a minute. Saud 
and Abid then struck again re-
spectively and put Pakistan in 
command with a 4-0 lead after just 
15 minutes. Scott McNol finally 
glimmered a ray of hope for the 
hosts when he pulled one back to 
reduce Pakistan’s lead to 4-1.
McNol’s goal, however, failed to 
change the fortune of the Frigg 
Oslo side as Pakistan struck twice 
in quick succession to go into the 
break with a 6-1 lead. The Green 
Shirts put on an even more dom-
inant show in the second half as 
they scored five more to their 
tally to finish at 11-1, the biggest 
margin of victory in the Norway 
Cup by now. Abid Ali was the star 
performer for Pakistan in the first 
match as he scored four goals.

Pak win second consecutive match in Norway Cup
The national team pulled ahead just six minutes into the game thanks to a goal by Saud Ahmed. 
Abid Ali then doubled Pakistan’s advantage within a minute. Saud and Abid then struck again 

respectively and put Pakistan in command with a 4-0 lead after just 15 minutes. Scott McNol finally 
glimmered a ray of hope for hosts when he pulled one back to reduce Pakistan’s lead to 4-1

Pak may invest in Azerbaijan's 
renewable energy sector

DNA

BAKU: A proposal for Pa-
kistani companies to invest 
in Azerbaijan's renewable 
energy sector was made by 
Javid Abdullayev, Director 
of the State Renewable En-
ergy Agency of Azerbaijan, 
during a meeting with the 
Chief Executive Officer of 
the Alternative Energy De-
velopment Council of the 
Energy Ministry of Paki-
stan, Executive Director of 

the Private Energy and In-
frastructure Council Shah 
Jahan Mirza.
At the meeting, information 
was given on the potential 
of Azerbaijan's renewable 
energy, measures to realize 
this potential, and export 
opportunities. Pakistani 
companies have been invit-
ed to participate in future 
renewable energy auctions. 
Shah Jahan Mirza informed 
Azerbaijani colleagues 
about the reforms in the 
energy sector of Pakistan 

and the development of the 
renewable energy sector.
The invitation to Paki-
stani companies to invest 
in Azerbaijan's renewable 
energy sector is part of a 
larger effort to increase 
cooperation between the 
two countries. The Azer-
baijan-Pakistan Technology 
Forum was held in Baku to 
establish relations between 
the IT companies of Paki-
stan and the state and pri-
vate partners in Azerbaijan. 
Representatives from 35 

companies from Pakistan 
that operate in the fields of 
artificial intelligence, block-
chain, cloud technology, 
and a number of areas of 
the ICT sector participated 
in the forum.
Pakistani IT companies 
have also been invited to 
operate and invest in the 
liberated territories of 
Azerbaijan. The govern-
ment of Azerbaijan is do-
ing reconstruction work 
and building smart villag-
es and smart cities in the 
liberated territories, and 
Pakistani IT companies 
have the potential to help 
in these processes.
The Pakistani IT sector is 
very big, and there is great 
potential to expand coop-
eration in the IT sector. 
The Ministry of Digital 
Development Minister, as 
well as other high govern-
ment officials, participat-
ed in the forum. Pakistani 
IT companies also have 
aspirations to provide IT 
education to children. 

Nigeria into World 
Cup last 16

BRISBANE: Nigeria drew 0-0 with Ireland on Monday to seal 
their place in the last 16 of the Women's World Cup and a 
likely date with England. The stalemate left Nigeria second 
behind co-hosts Australia in Group B, meaning they will meet 
the winner of England's Group D. European champions Eng-
land face China on Tuesday needing only a draw to top the 
group. Nigeria, who stunned Australia 3-2 on their last visit 
to Brisbane, recovered from a sloppy first half to get the draw 
they needed and reach the knockout stage for only the third 
time in nine attempts. Nigeria coach Randy Waldrum said his 
team were improving but would have to do even better if they 
want to extend their World Cup, especially with England pos-
sibly looming. "We have to be good defensively," the American 
said. "I think in the short time the team has been together 
they've done a good job with their defence. "We now have to 
grow offensively. It will probably be England and I think you 
are going to get to watch a very good match.
"But we have to get better defensively first." The Nigerians 
showed little of the flair that helped them down Australia 
in the last match, particularly during a scrappy first half 
during which they were outfought by an Ireland side only 
playing for pride after two losses. They found it hard to 
penetrate the Irish defensive line, with lone striker Asisat 
Oshoala a forlorn figure up front. Barcelona's Oshoala had 
only one chance in the first 45 minutes and should have 
put her side in front after latching onto a terrible backpass 
from Louise Quinn and finding herself one on one with 
keeper Courtney Brosnan. But her shot just missed to 
the right-hand post and Ireland were off the hook. Nigeria 
came out with far more purpose in the second half as the 
Irish seemed to begin to feel the pace of the first period.
Brosnan pulled off a miraculous save in the 51st minute 
to deny Uchenna Kanu, who hit a powerful header that 
bounced awkwardly in front of the keeper. – Agencies

Adidas, Man Utd 
sign new deal

LONDON: Manchester United said it had signed a new 10-
year deal with German sportswear giant Adidas on Monday, 
worth a minimum £900 million ($1.15 billion) according to 
the BBC. The two have been partners since the 2015/16 sea-
son, reuniting after a 23-year hiatus, and both parties said 
the new deal would focus substantially "on the Manchester 
United women's team". "The new deal increases the focus 
on the Manchester United women's team since their rein-
troduction in 2018 -- continuing Manchester United and 
adidas's commitment to drive the women's game forward," 
read a statement on United's website. Bjorn Gulden, CEO of 
Adidas, said the two were a natural fit given their respective 
status in the sport. "Adidas and Manchester United are two 
of the most important brands in international football and it 
is very natural for us to continue our cooperation," he said 
in a statement. "We will combine tradition and innovation to 
please both the players and the fans." United gave no figure 
for the new deal but the BBC said it was worth at least £900 
million. The BBC also reported that failure to qualify for the 
Champions League for two consecutive seasons would re-
duce the annual payments by 30%. – Agencies
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COPENHAGEN: The government 
says desecrating Islam’s holy book 
can fuel extremism and have nega-
tive geopolitical impacts. Denmark 
announced on Sunday it was consid-
ering banning Quran-burning pro-
tests, which have created tensions 
with the Muslim world.  Islam’s 
holy book has been desecrated at 
several demonstrations in Sweden 
and Denmark recently, fraying 
diplomatic relations between the 
pair and several Middle Eastern 
countries.  The Danish govern-
ment claims the stunt plays into the 
hands of extremists and sows divi-
sion, though defenders see it as a 
necessary - yet unsavoury - part of 
freedom of speech.  The authorities 
want to “explore” the possibility of 
stopping situations where “other 
countries, cultures and religions 
are insulted”, especially if they have 
“significant negative consequences 
for Denmark... particularly in terms 
of security,” the foreign ministry 
wrote in a statement. “This must 
of course be done within the frame-
work of freedom of expression 

protected by the constitution,” it 
added, stressing such liberty was 
one of Denmark’s most important 
values. At the end of June, Salwan 
Momika, a 37-year-old Iraqi refugee 
in Sweden, set fire to the Quran 
outside Stockholm’s main mosque. 
Last week, he again stomped on 
and tore up a copy of the book 
outside the Iraqi Embassy to 
show his opposition to the faith.  
The incident caused a diplomatic 
spat with Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Iran which summoned Swedish 
diplomats. Algeria also recalled 
the representatives of Denmark. 
Hundreds of Iraqis also invaded 
and set fire to the Swedish embas-
sy in Baghdad as a result of the in-
cident.  The Swedish ambassador 
was expelled from Iraq, while Iran 
has indicated it will not accept a 
new ambassador from the Scan-
dinavian country on its territory. 
The Danish Foreign Ministry 
notes Quran-burning protests 
have “reached a level where Den-
mark, in many parts of the world, 
is perceived as a country that 

facilitates the insult and denigra-
tion of the cultures, religions and 
traditions of other countries.” 
The “main purpose” of some of 
these demonstrations is to pro-
voke and “could have important 
consequences”, it claimed.  Den-
mark’s far-right has also seized on 
rancour, with the Danske Patriot-
er movement posting a video of 
a man desecrating and burning 
what appears to be a Quran. Try-
ing to copy the previous incident, 
nearly a thousand demonstrators 
gathered at night in Baghdad and 
tried to walk towards the Danish 
embassy, but Iraqi police dispersed 
them with truncheons and tear gas. 
In a separate statement, Swedish 
Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson 
said on Sunday he had been in close 
contact with his Danish counterpart 
Mette Frederiksen, adding Sweden 
was mulling something similar.  “We 
have also started to analyse the legal 
situation in order to consider measures 
to strengthen our national security and 
the security of Swedes in Sweden and 
around the world.—Agencies 

Denmark considers banning Quran-burning protests

Briefs
Briton in 

Cyprus who 
killed ill wife 
handed jail

NICOSIA: A British pen-
sioner in Cyprus who killed 
his terminally ill wife was 
sentenced Monday to two 
years’ jail but then released 
because of time already 
served, his lawyer said.
David Hunter, 76, was 
initially tried for the pre-
meditated murder of his 
74-year-old wife Janice, who 
suffered from blood cancer, 
on December 18, 2021.
But he was convicted last 
week of the lesser charge of 
manslaughter for what the 
court heard was the mercy 
killig of his wife of more 
than half a century.
Factoring in the time Hunt-
er has already spent behind 
bars since his arrest and 
good behaviour, he was be-
ing freed imminently, his 
defence lawyer said.
“David Hunter was given 
a two-year sentence which 
means that he will be re-
leased from custody imme-
diately,” said British lawyer 
Michael Polak of the group 
Justice Abroad.
“We are very pleased 
with the sentence of the 
court today.” The Paphos 
Criminal Court decision 
was unanimous, with the 
three judges saying they 
had taken into account the 
personal circumstances as 
well as the need to send a 
deterrent message. Hunter, 
a retired miner from the 
English region of Northum-
berland, and his wife had 
been teenage sweethearts 
and married for 52 years.  
In December 2021, Janice, 
who was suffering from ad-
vanced leukaemia, begged 
her husband to end her life, 
the court heard.—DNA

World Bank 
approves 300 
mln USD for 

Bangladesh gas 
distribution 

system
DHAKA:  The World Bank 
has approved 300 million 
U.S. dollars to help Bangla-
desh improve the efficiency 
of gas distribution and end-
use through prepaid meter-
ing systems for residential 
and industrial consumers 
and reduce methane emis-
sions along the natural gas 
value chain. The Gas Sector 
Efficiency Improvement 
and Carbon Abatement 
Project will address natu-
ral gas leakage and losses 
along the gas transmission 
and distribution network, 
reduce wastage in use by 
residential and industri-
al users, and strengthen 
network monitoring capa-
bilities, said the Washing-
ton-based lender in a state-
ment received here Friday. 
It will install more than 1.2 
million prepaid gas meters 
in Dhaka and Rajshahi divi-
sions. Among these, 1.1 mil-
lion prepaid meters will be 
deployed in Greater Dhaka 
covering 54 percent of res-
idential customers of Titas 
Gas Transmission and Dis-
tribution Company Limited, 
and 128,000 prepaid meters 
in the Rajshahi division, 
covering the entire residen-
tial customer base of Pash-
chimanchal Gas Compa-
ny Limited (PGCL). It 
will also pilot rolling out 
about 50 smart meters 
to larger industrial us-
ers to demonstrate the 
viability of smart meters 
to better monitor and 
manage gas use in the in-
dustrial sector. —Agencies 

Elections only 
way to build a 
new Libya: UN 

envoy
TRIPOLI, Libya , A new Lib-
ya can only be built through 
an electoral process and 
the country’s future should 
not depend on the House of 
Representatives and High 
Council of State, the UN en-
voy for Libya said Sunday.
Abdoulaye Bathily made the 
remarks during a speech at 
the Forum of Elders and 
Dignitaries of Fezzan in 
the capital Tripoli, accord-
ing to local media outlets.
Bathily said the UN mis-
sion was working to sup-
port Libyans to find solu-
tions to the crisis without 
favoring one party over 
the other and that when a 
new government is elect-
ed, stability could prevail 
in the country.
He said the country’s fu-
ture should not depend on 
the House of Representa-
tives and the High Council 
of State but on the aspira-
tions of the people.—DNA

South asks 
North Korea 

to choose 
‘right path’

SEOUL: Miffed over a mili-
tary parade that was attend-
ed by Russian and Chinese 
delegations in Pyongyang, 
South Korea on Monday 
called on North Korea to 
choose the “right path.”
“We express strong regret 
over how North Korea is 
adhering to nuclear devel-
opment and an attitude of 
confrontation rather than 
seeking denuclearization 
and peace despite this year 
marking the 70th anni-
versary of the armistice,” 
Seoul’s Unification Minis-
try spokesman Koo Byoung-
sam said on Monday.
Last week, Russian Defense 
Minister Gen. Sergey Sho-
ygu shared the stage with 
Kim Jong-un as the North 
Korean leader presided 
over a military parade to 
mark the 70th anniversary 
of North Korea’s “Victory 
Day.” A delegation led by Li 
Hongzhong, vice-chairman 
of the Standing Committee 
of the Chinese National 
People’s Congress, also at-
tended the parade.
Urging Pyongyang to “sus-
pend” its nuclear devel-
opment, Seoul called on 
North Korea to “come forth 
to choose the right path,” 
Seoul-based Yonhap News 
reported.—Agencies 

Arizona faces 
extreme heat

WASHINGTON: The US 
state of Arizona is facing 
extreme heat as conditions 
continue to wreak havoc, 
with temperatures expected 
to exceed 43 degrees Celsi-
us (109.4 degrees Fahren-
heit) in the coming week. 
According to data from the 
US National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS), temperatures 
in Arizona will continue to 
exceed 43 degrees Celsius 
(109.4 degrees Fahrenheit) 
in the coming week. For the 
past 10 days, temperatures 
in Arizona have exceeded 
43C. According to the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, over 
5,000 heat records were 
broken across the country 
in the past 30 days.
“According to ERA5 data 
from the EU-funded Coper-
nicus Climate Change Ser-
vice (C3S), the first three 
weeks of July have been the 
warmest three-week period 
on record and the month is 
on track to be the hottest 
July and the hottest month 
on record,” said the World 
Meteorological Organiza-
tion (WMO) on Thursday.
“These temperatures have 
been related to heat waves 
in large parts of North 
America, Asia, and Europe, 
which along with wildfires 
in countries, including Can-
ada and Greece, have had 
major impacts on people’s 
health, the environment, 
and economies,” it added.
California, which Arizona 
shares a border with, has 
also been experiencing ex-
treme heat, with Central 
Valley temperatures averag-
ing around 37C (98.6F) for 
most of July. The Los Ange-
les Times reported that the 
70,000-acre wildfire that be-
gan in California’s Mojave 
National Preserve before 
spreading into Nevada re-
mained 0% contained on 
Sunday as firefighters bat-
tled deadly “fire whirls” 
caused by extreme heat 
and unstable winds.—APP

Thousands 
of coup 

supporters 
march in 

Niger’s capital
DOUALA: Thousands of 
backers of the coup in Ni-
ger marched through the 
streets of the capital Nia-
mey on Sunday, a day after 
the mutinous soldiers who 
staged it called for a demon-
stration. “A support march 
organized by our compa-
triots has been underway 
since 9 a.m. (0800GMT) at 
the Place de Concertation 
in Niamey. This show of 
force has been unheard of 
in the capital for more than 
10 years, no doubt testify-
ing to how much they were 
gagged by the old power,” 
Gen. Abdourahmane Tchi-
ani said on Twitter.
He accompanied the state-
ment with a video of peo-
ple demonstrating in the 
streets of Niamey. Numer-
ous images published on 
social networks and by local 
media also showed people 
in the streets of the capital 
and in front of the French 
embassy waving Russian 
flags and calling for the 
withdrawal of France from 
Niger. The demonstra-
tions do not represent 
public opinion throughout 
Niger.—APP

Ankara, Baku eye stronger 
ties amid rapprochement 

news desk

ANKARA: Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Minister Jeyhun Bayramov was in 
the Turkish capital of Ankara on 
Monday. The top diplomat met 
his Turkish counterpart Hakan 
Fidan and was later received by 
President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 
At a joint news conference with 
Bayramov, Fidan reiterated Tur-
kiye’s commitment to ties with 
Azerbaijan and strong support for 
the dispute between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia. For his part, Fidan 
said that the Lachin Road, the 
only land route giving Armenia ac-
cess to Karabakh, is Azerbaijan’s 
territory and that Baku can take 
any measure on it. Azerbaijan 
emerged victorious in its attempt 
to retake occupied Karabakh from 
Armenia after years of invasion. 
“Lachin Road is Azerbaijan’s terri-
tory. Therefore, Azerbaijan takes 
whatever measures it deems 
necessary. Taking (measures) is 
also one of its greatest sovereign 
rights. Medical transitions are 
also possible. Other routes, which 
are suitable for extensive materi-
al transport, have also been allo-

cated. When we look at all these 
evaluations, we think that there 
is no justification for criticizing 
Azerbaijan on this issue,” he said.
Azerbaijan has called on countries 
and international organizations 
that have made anti-Azerbaijani 
statements to respect its sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, es-
pecially concerning developments 
in Karabakh and the Lachin road. 
Despite ongoing talks on a peace 

agreement, tensions between 
Baku and Yerevan have risen in 
recent months concerning the La-
chin road, as well as Azerbaijan’s 
establishment of a border check-
point on the road.
Fidan said that it is “extremely 
important” that the peace talks 
between Azerbaijan and Armenia 
conclude. The minister added 
that agreements between Ar-
menia and Azerbaijan should be 

signed soon, adding: “This rep-
resents a great opportunity for 
other countries in the region.” He 
also called upon the international 
community “not to discriminate” 
against one side in peace talks 
and support them without bias for 
one party. The United States and 
Russia are among the superpow-
ers engaged in peace-brokering 
efforts between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. About the key Zange-

zur corridor land route in the 
southern Caucasus, Fidan said 
its opening is “vital.” “The road 
to regional stability is through 
a comprehensive peace agree-
ment. For this, the opening of the 
Zangezur corridor is of great im-
portance,” he added. The Zange-
zur region was originally part of 
Azerbaijan, though the Soviets 
gave it to Armenia in the 1920s, 
leaving Azerbaijan deprived of 
a direct overland route to its ex-
clave of Nakhchivan. Following its 
44-day war with Armenia in the fall 
of 2020, Azerbaijan has focused on 
planned connections, including mo-
torways and a 43-kilometer (26.7-
mile) railway through the corridor. 
The corridor would be near or ad-
jacent to Armenia’s border with 
Iran, reportedly making Tehran 
concerned the project might cut 
off its frontier with Yerevan.
“A strong Türkiye means a strong 
Azerbaijan and a strong Azerbai-
jan means a strong Türkiye,” Fi-
dan said at the news conference, 
noting that the Shusha Declara-
tion signed by President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan and Azerbaijani 
President Ilham Aliyev in 2021 
showed the world this concept. 

07

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Vice-Premier of State Council of China, He Lifeng witnessing the signing ceremony of 
agreements/MoUs regarding cooperation between the two countries in various fields.—DNA

Sweden urged to take 
‘concrete action’

ANKARA: Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan has called on Sweden 
to take concrete measures to prevent the burning of the Quran, 
a source from Türkiye’s Foreign Ministry said Sunday, a day 
before another burning took place in Stockholm. Sweden and 
Denmark have seen several incidents in recent weeks where 
copies of Islam’s holy book have been damaged or burned, caus-
ing outrage among Muslims. Sweden’s Embassy in Baghdad was 
stormed and partly set ablaze by protesters in response to the 
burnings. In a phone call, Fidan told his Swedish counterpart 
Tobias Billstrom that the continuation of such “vile actions” un-
der the guise of freedom of expression was unacceptable, the 
source said. Fidan and Billstrom also discussed Sweden’s NATO 
military alliance membership application, the source added, 
over which Ankara holds a veto. Swedish Prime Minister Ulf 
Kristersson said on Sunday that he had held talks with Danish 
Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen and agreed the situation was 
dangerous. “We need to take measures to strengthen our resil-
ience,” he said in a post on Instagram. The Swedish government 
said this month that it would examine whether it could change 
Sweden’s Public Order Act to give police the possibility to stop 
demonstrations that threatened Sweden’s security. “Ultimately, 
it is about defending our free and open societies, our democracy 
and our citizens’ right to freedom and security,” Kristersson de-
fended. Tobias Billstrom declined to comment.—Agencies 

Allies key to counter 
China in Pacific: US

SYDNEY:  The United 
States will rely on allies 
rather than a major expan-
sion of its own forces to 
counter any Chinese mili-
tary risk in the Pacific, a US 
general has told AFP.
Beijing enjoys “very clear” 
advantages in the region, 
said Major General Joseph 
Ryan, commander of the 
12,000-strong 25th Infantry 
Division on Oahu, Hawaii.
He cited China’s expand-
ing military defences, its 
long-range rocket missile 
capability and the ease with 
which it can position forc-
es and equipment in the 
Pacific. By contrast, in the 
event of conflict, the United 
States and its allies would 
have to traverse interna-
tional waters or the territo-
ries of multiple nations, re-
quiring their permission as 
well as the mobilisation of 

air, land and sea transport.
“I don’t see a major ex-
pansion of US military 
presence in the region,” 
Ryan said while in Darwin 
at the weekend for multi-
national military exercise 
Talisman Sabre. “What I do 
see is increased partner-
ship, opportunities for part-
nership and perhaps some 
increased growth in the 
region,” he said. Tensions 
between Beijing and Wash-
ington have flared in recent 
years over self-ruled Taiwan, 
China’s disputed claims over 
a swathe of the South China 
Sea and a tug-of-war for influ-
ence in the South Pacific.
China claims the democratic 
island of Taiwan as part of 
its territory and has vowed 
to take it, by force if neces-
sary. But Ryan said this may 
be “only the first issue in a 
larger campaign” by China 

to “at a minimum, become a 
regional hegemon in South-
east Asia, but certainly to 
enhance their global aspira-
tions”.
According to the US Defense 
Department, China has the 
world’s largest navy, the 
third-largest air force, and by 
some measures, the biggest 
army.
The US relationship with 
Solomon Islands, which last 
year signed a secretive de-
fence pact with China, was 
“complicated”, the general 
said, despite a shared histo-
ry dating back to World War 
II when Allied forces fought 
the Japanese on the island of 
Guadalcanal.
Ryan said he could under-
stand why the Solomons 
might be “frustrated” with 
the United States, following 
a recent visit he made to the 
archipelago. “I was struck 

by the lack of development 
there so I am not surprised 
that our relationship with the 
Solomons remains compli-
cated today, because we were 
there, we fought hard there, 
and now there are some chal-
lenges there and we haven’t 
been back,” he said. The 
United States restored its 
embassy in Solomon Islands 
in February after a 30-year 
hiatus. Three months lat-
er, it opened an embassy in 
Tonga. US embassies are 
also planned for Vanuatu and 
Kiribati. Solomon Islands 
is a sovereign nation but it 
should be “careful” about its 
relationship with China, the 
general said. Beijing, too, 
had “every right” to operate 
in the region, he said, “as 
long as everybody is obeying 
the same set of international 
norms that have been set 
since World War II”.—DNA

War ‘coming to 
Russia as Medvedev 

threatens nukes
KYIV: At least four people were killed and 43 injured 
in a Russian strike on an apartment building in central 
Ukraine on Monday, according to the country’s Interior 
Minister. Russia hit Kryvyi Rig in the morning with two 
missiles, which destroyed several floors of a residential 
building, wrote Igor Klymenko on Telegram.  Four peo-
ple were killed and 43 were injured, he said at midday, 
adding three residents were rescued and 30 evacuated. A 
10-year-old child was among those killed.  The second mis-
sile hit a university, according to Klymenko, with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy denouncing “Russian ter-
rorism”.  Speaking to Euronews in July, Dr Jade McGlynn, 
Research Fellow in War Studies at King’s College London, 
said Moscow was deliberately “terror bombing” civilians 
in a bid to demoralise the population and undermine their 
resolve.   The Kremlin called on Monday Ukrainian drone 
strikes an “act of desperation” by Kyiv, whose counter-of-
fensive was “failing”, it claimed.    “It’s obvious the coun-
ter-offensive is not successful,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters, claiming Ukrainian forces have had 
“no success” on the battlefield. “In an act of desperation, 
the Kyiv regime is resorting to such terrorist strikes,” he 
said. Ukraine has recaptured Russian-occupied territory 
in the south and east, though Zelenskyy previously said 
progress was not as fast as he would like.  Ukrainian forc-
es are facing solidly entrenched Russian troops that have 
had months to dig in. —Agencies 
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Xi appoints new chief of 
China’s nuclear arsenal
BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping, also the military’s com-
mander-in-chief, on Monday appointed a new head of the armed 
force overseeing the nation’s conventional - and nuclear - missiles, 
one day before the anniversary of the People’s Liberation Army. 
Wang Houbin, former deputy commander of the navy, was named 
the new head of the PLA Rocket Force, and Xu Xisheng, its new 
political commissar, with both men acquiring the top rank of gen-
eral, according to state media. Until his move to the PLA Rocket 
Force, Wang had been deputy commander of the navy since 2020. 
He was previously also the deputy chief of staff at the Navy. Xu 
was formerly the deputy political commissar of the Southern The-
atre Command, one of the PLA’s five theatre commands. State 
media did not say where the PLA Rocket Force’s previous chief, 
Li Yuchao, was reassigned or state his whereabouts. The new ap-
pointments came a day ahead of the 96th anniversary of the PLA’s 
founding on Aug. 1. Xi has repeatedly urged the military to deep-
en war and combat planning to increase the chances of victory 
in actual combat to safeguard China’s sovereignty and territory. 
China says it is committed to a defensive nuclear strategy, and 
pledges to no first use of nuclear weapons. It says it will also not 
use or threaten to use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear 
weapon states or nuclear weapon free zones. – DNA

Briefs
Niger junta 

arrests senior 
politicians 
after coup

NIAMEY: The military 
junta that seized power in 
Niger detained three more 
senior politicians from 
the ousted government on 
Monday, their party said, 
widening arrests in defi-
ance of international calls 
to restore democratic rule.
As turmoil from the takeo-
ver spread from the streets 
to the markets, sources 
said the regional central 
bank had cancelled Niger’s 
planned 30 billion CFA ($51 
million) bond issuance, 
scheduled for Monday in 
the West African regional 
debt market, following sanc-
tions. The African Union, 
the U.N., the European Un-
ion and other powers have 
condemned the junta’s over-
throw of elected president 
Mohamed Bazoum last week 
- the seventh military takeo-
ver in less than three years 
in West and Central Africa.
The coup has raised fears 
for the security of the sur-
rounding Sahel region. The 
United States, former colo-
nial power France and other 
Western states have troops 
in Niger and had been work-
ing with the government 
battling militant forces 
linked to Islamic State and 
al Qaeda. Western concern 
over the coup is also sharp-
ened by Niger’s position as 
the world’s seventh-biggest 
producer of uranium, the 
radioactive metal widely 
used for nuclear energy 
and treating cancer. Junta 
forces arrested the ousted 
government’s mines minis-
ter, the head of the ruling 
party, and oil minister Ma-
hamane Sani Mahamadou, 
who is also the son of for-
mer president Issoufou 
Mahamadou, the Nigerien 
Party for Democracy and 
Socialism (PNDS-Tarayya) 
said. – Agencies

Trump’s bid to 
quash Georgia 
probe rejected 

DNA
WASHINGTON: The judge 
presiding over a Georgia 
grand jury investigation into 
Donald Trump on Monday 
rejected the former U.S. 
president’s bid to disqual-
ify the prosecutor leading 
the inquiry and block any 
indictments stemming from 
the probe. Fulton County 
Superior Court Judge Rob-
ert McBurney also denied 
Trump’s request to quash 
a special grand jury report 
that included recommenda-
tions on whom to charge in 
connection with a campaign 
to overturn Georgia’s 2020 
election results, when Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden narrowly 
carried the state.
The report has remained 
sealed pending charges in 
the case. Monday’s ruling 
arrived potentially only days 
before possible indictments. 
Fulton County District 
Attorney Fani Willis has 
strongly indicated she in-
tends to ask a grand jury to 
approve charges sometime 
in the next three weeks, 
telling judges that her staff 
will mostly work remote-
ly as a safety precaution. 
Security barricades were 
erected outside the county 
courthouse last week.

Wagner likely 
to need new 
recruits, says 

Prigozhin
DNA

MOSCOW: Russia’s Wagner 
Group is currently not re-
cruiting fighters but is like-
ly to do so in future, accord-
ing to a message published 
on Monday which appears 
to be from the mercenary 
chief Yevgeny Prigozhin.
The future of Wagner and 
Prigozhin has been unclear 
since he led a brief mutiny 
against the Russian de-
fence establishment in late 
June and the Kremlin said 
he and some of his fighters 
– who have fought in some 
of the fiercest battles of 
the Ukraine war – would 
leave for Belarus.
Despite that, Prigozhin 
attended a meeting with 
President Vladimir Putin 
five days after the muti-
ny and was photographed 
last week in St Petersburg, 
where Putin was hosting 
African leaders.

Pak, China 
economic 

ties to 
reach new 

heights: Dar

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Finance 
Minister Ishaq Dar has ex-
pressed the confidence that 
economic and diplomatic ties 
between Pakistan and China 
will touch new heights in the 
time to come. Addressing 
the opening ceremony of 
Bank of China, Islamabad 
branch on Monday, he said 
China had always supported 
Pakistan at world forums.
“Renminbi (RMB) would 
soon become an interna-
tionally adopted parallel 
currency,” he said. He 
said China was Pakistan’s 
time-tested friend. Dar es-
pecially thanked China and 
its financial institutions for 
extending tremendous fi-
nancial support to Pakistan 
during the difficult times.
Ishaq Dar said that it was 
a historic movement as six 
years ago he had handed over 
the license for opening of the 
bank’s first branch to its Pres-
ident in Belgium. Now, it’s a 
big coincidence that BOC was 
opening its second branch, 
which he said was a great priv-
ilege for him to witness.
The minister congratulat-
ed BOC President and his 
team for extensive efforts 
in opening the branch and 
also appreciated coopera-
tion by Pakistan authorities 
and finance ministry in this 
regard. The minister also 
congratulated Deputy Gov-
ernor Peoples Bank of Chi-
na, his team and officials of 
China embassy.
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24th anniversary oF the accession to the throne oF king mohammed vi

ISLAMABAD: Chief guest Rana Tanveer Hussain Federal Minister for Education, Ambassador of Morocco Mohammed Karmoune and 
others cutting cake to celebrate the 24th Anniversary of the Accession to The Throne of King Mohammed VI of Morocco. – DNA

Bilawal angry over reports 
on caretaker PM’s names

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister and PPP 
chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari dismayed 
over the reports regarding caretaker Prime 
Minister’s name. According to sources, the 
PPP chairman sought explanation from 
the consultation committee regarding the 
fake news. Sources said that the commit-
tee submitted an explanation to Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari and informed him that no 
agreement on the caretaker Prime Minis-
ter has been made with PML-N yet. PPP 
is yet to suggest names for the caretaker 
Prime Minister, sources added.
Earlier on Monday, Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) decided to hold the third round 
of consultation regarding the nomination 
of caretaker setup after the assemblies 
dissolution. Sources within the PPP have 
informed that their party has already com-
pleted the process of consultation and de-
liberations regarding potential names for 
the caretaker prime minister. They are now 
prepared to present their nominee for the 
coveted position in today’s meeting with 
the PML-N. It is pertinent to mention here 

that Leader of Opposition in the National 
Assembly Raja Riaz will hold a round of 
consultations with the opposition members 
over the caretaker setup on Wednesday.
Raja Riaz said, he will suggest three names 
for the office of caretaker prime minister 
in his talks with the government over the 
matter. “These names could likely be in-
cluded economist, politician and techno-
crat,” he added. However, it’s worth noting 
that report started making rounds that 
Ishaq Dar is likely to become caretaker 

prime minister (PM) as Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) becomes active to 
convince coalition parties in this regard.
Ishaq Dar is the current finance minister 
and is considered to be a close ally of the 
former prime minister and PML-N supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif. However, the ruling coali-
tion parties, Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
and Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) had 
rejected to receive any suggestions from 
PML-N regarding Ishaq Dar for caretaker 
prime minister’s (PM) slot.

Elections will 
be held on time, 
reiterates Marri
SANGHAR: Federal Minister for Pover-
ty Alleviation, Social Safety and Chair-
person Benazir Income Support Pro-
gramme Shazia Marri said on Monday 
that the elections will be held on time. 
Speaking to media persons at the Be-
nazir Nashonuma Center established 
at Rural Health Center Jam Nawaz 

Ali, Sindh province along with repre-
sentative of World Bank & World Food 
Programme, Shazia said: "The purpose 
of the legislation is to ensure electoral 
reforms. It is important to think pos-
itively about holding elections". The 
Federal Minister said that Pakistan Peo-
ple's Party has always started initiatives 
and programmes for the welfare of the 
poor people. With the technical support 
of the World Bank and World Food Pro-
gram, the Benazir Income Support Pro-
gramme is providing SNF to 770,000 
pregnant, lactating women and infants 
registered in Benazir Nashonuma Pro-
gramme to address malnutrition. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif meets Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng. – DNA

Rains, floods wreak havoc 
across the country

LAHORE: There is no end in sight 
to flood situation in the country 
as persistent monsoon rains and 
water released by India into rivers 
has made things even worse. Raging 
River Sutlej at Arifwala has claimed 
the life of a 14-year-old boy besides 
washing away two protective em-
bankments and developing cracks 
on Bahawalnagar road.
Similarly the river continues to wreak 
havoc at Chishtian in south Punjab 
as it has washed away a protective 
embankment besides inundating sev-
eral localities and crops sown over 
thousands of acres of land forcing 

people from their homes in search 
of safe places. Area residents have 
complained that nobody from the 
administration has come to rescue 
them, and they have to safe locations 
on their own. They have appealed to 
Punjab Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
to take notice of the situation.
Hundreds of acres of precious land 
was flooded after water from River 
Indus spilled over into nearby locali-
ties at Karor Lal Isan. The situation 
has forced people to move to safe 
places. Locals have said that the sit-
uation is getting worse by the day.  
On the other hand, rising water 

level in River Indus at Qadirpur in 
Ghotki (upper Sindh) has set off 
alarm bells ringing as Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Muhammad Usman 
Abdullah has asked the concerned 
officials to remain prepared in order 
to deal with any emergency.   
The DC has cancelled the leaves of 
all irrigation department staff and 
directed the executive engineer ir-
rigation and director water board to 
keep an eye on the Bacha embank-
ment. He has also asked people liv-
ing in the vicinity of the river to move 
to safe locations along with their cat-
tle immediately. – Agencies

Clashes continue 
between factions in 
Palestinian camp 

SIDON: Clashes continued Monday for the third day in a Palestinian 
camp in Lebanon between members of Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ Fatah group and Islamist factions. The death toll from the fighting 
rose to nine, officials said. A Lebanese army spokesperson confirmed the 
latest casualty figures at Ein el-Hilweh camp. Two soldiers stationed out-
side the camp were lightly wounded, Col. Fadi Abou Eid said. Despite 
attempts by Lebanese parties and some of the Palestinian factions to 
broker a cease-fire, “the shooting and shelling have not stopped in the 
camp until this moment,” said Adnan Rifai, a member of the popular 
committee that serves as a governing body in the camp. The Leba-
nese army mans a checkpoint outside and typically does not enter the 
camp, which is under the control of the Palestinian factions.
The clashes erupted on Sunday after militants shot and killed a Palestinian 
military general from the Fatah group, Abu Ashraf al Armoushi, and three 
escorts as they were walking through a parking lot, according to another 
Palestinian. The official spoke on condition of anonymity as he was not au-
thorized to talk to the media. On Saturday, an unknown gunman had tried 
to kill militant Mahmoud Khalil but instead fatally shot his companion.
Later on Sunday, Palestinian factions said in a joint statement that they 
had agreed to a cease-fire during a mediation meeting hosted by the 
Lebanese Shiite Amal movement and militant Hezbollah group in the 
city Sidon. But the cease-fire did not hold. Some residents in Sidon 
neighborhoods near the camp fled their homes as stray bullets hit build-
ings and shattered windows and storefronts. The public Sidon General 
Hospital evacuated its staff and patients. A Fatah statement condemned 
the killing of its security official, saying the attack was part of a “bloody 
scheme that targets the security and stability of our camps.” It vowed 
to hold the “perpetrators accountable.” – Agencies

Permission awaited 
for caretaker PM, 

says Sheikh Rashid
 

RAWALPINDI: Awami Muslim League chief and former interior 
minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed says every party is ready to install 
its own caretaker prime minister but awaiting permission. In a 
message on social networking site X (formerly Twitter), Rashid 
said that in the next eight days, not only the decisions relating 
to promotions, changes, appointments and more uplift schemes 
would be made, but also the affairs pertaining to party’s infight-
ing and issues with powerful quarters would be sorted out. He 
said the ruling parties wanted a caretaker prime minister who 
would be their puppet, act as a stooge and would do everything 
exactly according to their wishes and demands.
Rashid said a prime minister who could not execute his plan to 
bring his brother back to the country despite having a diplomatic 
passport in 15 months, how could he solve problems of the poor 
country fellows. The former interior minister said when the PDM 
would go to public without protocol, they would come to know how 
popular they were. “Who would like to make investment in a coun-
try where 60 people are killed in terrorism in a day? he stated. The 
AML chief said silence of Maryam Nawaz and Asif Zardari was not 
without purpose. He said, “The rift among PML-N leaders is wid-
ening. It seems there is something wrong,” he said. – DNA


