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Top cricketers 
want to move 
to the USA 

Pakistan highly 
values brotherly 
ties with China

Khayam abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has felicitated the Communist Par-
ty of China on its 102nd anniversary and 
thanked the CPC leadership for its firm 
support to Pakistan’s sovereignty, integ-
rity and economic development.  He was 
talking to Chinese Chargeé D’affaires 

Ms. Pang Chunxue, who called on him in 
Islamabad. Recalling his substantive in-
teractions with President Xi Jinping and 
more recently with Premier Li Qiang, the 
Prime Minister appreciated strong person-
al commitment of the Chinese leadership 
for strengthening bilateral ties between 
the two countries. Noting the upward 
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Pak rejects 
Israel’s 

remarks
saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Of-
fice Spokes-
p e r s o n 
M u m t a z 
Zahra Baloch 
has categori-
cally rejected 

Israel’s statement regarding 
the adoption of Pakistan’s 
Universal Periodic Re-
port Responding to media 
queries, she said the UN 
Human Rights Council on 
Tuesday adopted Pakistan’s 
Universal Periodic Report 
unanimously and Israel’s po-
litically motivated statement 
is fundamentally at variance 
with the otherwise positive 
tone of the session and the 
statements made by a vast 
majority of the countries. 

Parvez Elahi 
granted post-

arrest bail 
DNA

LAHORE:A banking court in 
Lahore grant-
ed post-arrest 
bail to Paki-
stan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) 
P r e s i d e n t 

Parvez Elahi on Tuesday in 
the Federal Investigation 
Agency’s (FIA) money laun-
dering case against him. 
The court accepted Elahi’s 
post-arrest bail plea and di-
rected him to submit a surety 
bond of Rs500,000.  During 
the hearing, the court ob-
served that FIA had failed to 
submit case records despite 
being directed to do so.  A 
special court in Lahore had 
earlier granted post-arrest 
bail to PTI leader in the same 
case after the investigative 
agency had detained him and 
requested physical remand.

Govt fails to 
provide relief: 

JI Emir
DNA

ISLAMABAD:Jamaat-e-Islami 
Emir Sirajul 
Haq has said 
the rulers 
instead of dis-
cussing their 
own inter-

ests should pay attention on 
the problems of the people. 
Those who had taken out ral-
lies and long marches against 
inflation were ridiculously si-
lent on the soaring prices of 
basic need items after coming 
into power, he said criticizing 
govt of the PDM and the PPP. 
Taking to different delega-
tions at Mansoorah on Tues-
day, he said the unity govt 
failed to provide any relief to 
masses in 15 months.

Briefs

Saudi support 
vital for IMF 

deal, says 
Shehbaz

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif on Tues-
day thanked the Saudi leadership 
for their generous and unwavering 
support for Pakistan, which, he 
said, was particularly instrumental 
in securing the deal with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF).  
He was talking to Ambassador of 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Nawaf bin 
Saeed Ahmad Al-Malkiy, who called 
on him, the PM Office Media Wing 
said in a press release.   The prime 
minister asked the ambassador 
to convey his special gratitude to 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Mohammed bin Salman for the de-
posit of $2 billion dollars with the 
State Bank of Pakistan.    He also ap-
prised Ambassador Nawaf about the 
formation of Special Investment Fa-
cilitation Council (SFIC) to facilitate 
and fast-track potential investments 
from the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) member states, includ-
ing the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan gets
$2 billion from 
Saudi Arabia
special correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
said on Tuesday that the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) has received $2 billion from Sau-
di Arabia, in yet another boost for the ailing 
economy following the $3 billion Stand-by 
Agreement with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). “This inflow has increased the 
forex reserves held by SBP and will accord-
ingly be reflected in the forex reserves for 
the week ending July 14, 2023,” Dar said.
“On behalf of the prime minister and army 
chief, I extend our heartfelt thanks to the 
leadership of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
for their great gesture and support by placing 
the said deposit of $2 billion with the State 
Bank of Pakistan,” the minister added.
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also ex-
pressed his gratitude to Saudi Arabia and 
Crown Prince Mohammad Bin Salman for 
ensuring financial support to Pakistan.
“This deposit will strengthen Pakistan’s for-
eign exchange reserves. It reflects the grow-
ing confidence of our brotherly countries and 
the international community in Pakistan’s 
economic turnaround. We remain committed 
to making all necessary efforts to improve 
Pakistan’s economy,” the premier said.
He also appreciated Dar and Chief of Army 
Staff General Asim Munir for their efforts 
in this regard. Saudi Arabia had already 
pledged the money to Pakistan and waited 
for the much-awaited IMF deal to be an-
nounced before depositing it. The financial 
support will shore up the depleting foreign 

Continued on Page 06

The financial support will shore up the 
depleting foreign exchange reserves

IMF 
approves 
external 

financing 
plan

staff report

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has 
approved Pakistan’s exter-
nal financing plan. For the 
release of its bailout pack-
age, the IMF had asked Pa-
kistan to provide it the ex-
ternal financing plan. Then 
the Ministry of Finance 
sent the $8 billion financing 
plan from the friendly coun-
tries to the IMF as per its 
requirement. The meeting 
of the IMF Executive Board 
will be held on July 12. Ac-
cording to the sources in 
Finance Ministry, Saudi 
Arabia has deposited $2 
billion in the State Bank of 
Pakistan. $3.5 billion are 
likely to be received from 
China. A loan of $1 bil-
lion will be taken from the 
UAE. According to finance 
plan forwarded to the IMF, 

Continued on Page 06

news desK

VILNIUS: US President Joe Biden on Tues-
day hailed an agreement for Sweden to join 
Nato as more work remained to determine 
a path forward for Ukraine’s future with 
the alliance. Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky criticised as “absurd” the 
absence of a timetable for his country’s en-
try. Biden described the summit as a “his-
toric moment” and said the United States 
agreed with a proposal, yet to be released 
publicly, to outline a path for Ukraine’s 
eventual membership. However, Zelensky, 
who arrived on Tuesday to join the Vilnius 
summit, expressed disappointment with 
how the negotiations were playing out. The 
Ukrainian president said it would be “ab-
surd” if Nato leaders did not offer his coun-
try a time frame for membership, after the 
alliance head said it would send Kyiv a “pos-
itive message”. Kyiv is pushing to be swift-
ly allowed into the Western alliance, bound 
together by mutual security guarantees. 
But divisions among Nato’s 31 members 
mean there will not be a date or straight-
forward invitation for Ukraine to join. 

Continued on Page 06

Sweden hails 
‘historic step’
STOCKHOLM: This is a historic moment 
for Sweden, which has spent the past 
year fighting hard to get accepted into 
Nato. The Nordic country previously em-
braced wartime neutrality for more than 
200 years, but applied for membership 
last May as part of efforts to improve se-
curity and stability in northern Europe, 
following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
However, until late on Monday night, 
Turkey had been blocking Sweden’s ap-
plication. Turkey argued Sweden was 
giving refuge to Kurdish militants, and 
needed to do more to crack down on re-
bel groups like the Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK), which it considers a ter-
rorist organisation. The EU and US have 
also designated the PKK as a terrorist 
group. Like any of Nato’s 31 member 
countries, Turkey has the power to block 
new nations from joining the group. The 
outcome of crunch talks with President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan is being seen as a 
major win for Sweden’s right-wing Prime 
Minister Ulf Kristersson. – DNA

Zelensky says Nato ‘absurd’ 
for Ukraine membership delay

Dar terms development crucial

PPP proposes Aug 8 for 
assemblies’ dissolution

Law Minister says there would 
be no extension in term of NA

shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: Key ruling coalition partner 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) on Tuesday 
proposed to the federal government to dis-
solve the national and all the provincial as-
semblies on August 8. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif led federal government and all the 
provincial assemblies would complete their 
five-year constitutional term next month. 
During an informal interaction with the jour-
nalists in Parliament House, Minister for 
Commerce and Investments Naveed Qamar 
said, “PPP has suggested the government to 
dissolve all assemblies on August 8.” Mean-
while, Federal Law Minister Azam Nazeer 
Tarar categorically stated that there would 
be no extension in the term of the National 
Assembly. Talking to journalists, the minis-
ter said that they were committed to hold 
free and fair general elections.  “There are 
many minor flaws in the Election Act,” he 
said, adding that a parliamentary commit-
tee was reviews the proposal of Free and 
Fair Election Network (Fafen), Pakistan In-
stitute of Legislative Development (Pildat) 

Continued on Page 06

Nawaz moves 
to address 

Fazl’s concerns 
dna

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sharif 
has invited Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Fazl 
(JUI-F) Emir Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
to Dubai after he expressed reserva-
tions about the former premier’s meet-
ings with coalition partners, media 
reported. The JUI-F chief has claimed 
that he was not taken into confidence 
on the Dubai huddles headed by Nawaz. 
The PML-N supremo, currently in Sau-
di Arabia, will leave for Dubai instead 
of London, where he currently resides. 
Sources said that coalition partner Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) Co-chair-
man Asif Ali Zardari had convinced 
Nawaz to hold elections on time. 

Continued on Page 06

Massive potential 
in Pak-China ties, 
says Ahsan Iqbal

dna
BEIJING: Minister for Planning and 
Development Ahsan Iqbal has said 
there is a massive potential for expand-
ing Pakistan-China relations in the 
areas of agriculture, industry, technol-
ogy and mining. He made the remarks 
at the meeting of 12th Special Joint 
Cooperation Committee (JCC) of Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor in Bei-
jing. Ahsan Iqbal noted that CPEC is a 

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: Governor 
Sindh Kamran Khan Tes-
sori has said that there 
were ample opportunities 
for Pakistan and Switzer-
land in various fields to 
further enhance their 
mutual cooperation. This 
he said while talking to 
Ambassador of Switzer-
land Georg Steiner at 
Governor House here on 
Monday.  Bilateral rela-
tions, the need to further 
enhance bilateral ties, 
investment opportunities 
in Sindh and other mat-
ters of mutual interest 
were discussed in detail 
on the occasion. Gover-
nor Sindh said that Sindh 
offers ideal investment 
opportunities, especial-
ly for foreign investors 
and any investment from 
Swiss investors in the 
province would be wel-

comed. “They would be 
provided every help and 
assistance”, Governor 
Sindh said. Georg Stein-
er also visited the ‘bell of 
hope’ and rang the same.  

Governor Sindh informed 
the Swiss Ambassador 
about the purpose of the 
‘bell of hope’. The Swiss 
envoy also went around 
Quaid’s room, where he 

witnessed the personal 
belongings of the father 
of the nation Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah.He also 
inspected the pack-
ing process of ration 

bags under Taqatwar 
Pakistan Program. He 
lauded the measures of 
Governor Sindh for the 
welfare and well-being 
of the common man. 

Swiss Ambassador calls on Sindh Governor

Unleashing power of
gender equality for a
prosperous Pakistan

PESHAWAR: Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Ms. Marriyum Aurangzeb  
inaugurating Rehabilitation of Radio Pakistan Peshawar building after the incident of 9th May.—APP

dna

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is among the 
eight countries to account for half 
of the projected global population 
growth by 2050 with the country’s 
population currently estimated at 
240.5 million and is projected to 
reach a staggering 403 million by 
2050, said UNFPA Pakistan Repre-
sentative Dr. Luay Shabaneh.  Ac-
cording to a press statement issued 
here on World Population Day by UN-
FPA,  he said the country, as home 
to almost 3 percent of the global 
population, holds a significant role in 
shaping the future and well-being of 
humanity.  He said the rapid popula-
tion growth in Pakistan poses multi-
faceted challenges and opportunities 
adding while it presents immense 
human capital potential, harnessing 
this potential requires concerted 
efforts in ensuring gender equality, 
women empowerment, and access 
to quality education and healthcare. 
Women and girls must be at the heart 
of all efforts.  He said that investing 
in women’s health and education, ad-
dressing gender disparities, and pro-
viding economic opportunities are 

critical steps toward paving a path for 
a sustainable and prosperous future.  
He advised that empowering women 
through employment opportunities 
can harness their potential, with a 
rise in their participation in the labour 
market adding that this can further 
increase the labour absorption needs 
that is requiring for a substantial rise 
in economic growth. “It is essential to 
upscale maternal health and access to 
family planning which has been painful-
ly slow, hindering our collective ability 
to create positive change. We also need 
to challenge societal norms, attitudes, 
and practices that perpetuate gender 
discrimination and inequality. By doing 
so, we can create an enabling environ-
ment where everyone, regardless of 
their gender, can thrive and contribute 
to the betterment of society,” Dr. Luay 
Shabaneh further emphasized. He pin-
pointed that by addressing these dis-
parities and empowering women and 
girls, the country can unlock immense 
potential, foster inclusive societies, 
and work towards a brighter future.  
“The time for action is now. Govern-
ment, organizations, communities, 
and individuals must come together to 
reinforce their commitment towards 
achieving gender equality, as it is not 

only a fundamental human right but 
also a catalyst for sustainable devel-
opment. Let us embrace the power 
of gender equality and strive to up-
lift the voices of women and girls, 
unlocking infinite possibilities for a 
brighter and more equitable world,” 
added Dr. Shabaneh. On this year’s 
World Population Day, the focus in 
the country must not be on the num-
bers but should turn to unleashing 
the power of gender equality, he said. 
“Gender-based discrimination not 
only harms individuals directly affect-
ed but also undermines the progress 
and well-being of society as a whole. 
Women and girls continue to face nu-
merous barriers and inequalities, lim-
iting their opportunities and stifling 
their potential”, he maintained.
World Population Day is celebrat-
ed each year on July 11 to raise 
awareness about global population 
issues and promote dialogue on the 
importance of reproductive health, 
gender equality, and sustainable de-
velopment.  UNFPA is committed to 
working with the government of Pa-
kistan and other partners to address 
the challenges and opportunities 
presented by the country’s growing 
population. mehtab pirzada

ISLAMABAD: An enquiry 
committee of the Competi-
tion Commission of Pakistan 
(CCP) has concluded its 
enquiry and recommended 
the initiation of proceeding 
under Section 30 of the Com-
petition Act, 2010 against 
urea manufacturers and the 
Fertilizers Manufacturers 
of Pakistan Advisory Coun-
cil (FMPAC). This enquiry 
recommendation is based 
on a prima facie violation of 
Section 4 ‘Prohibited Agree-
ments’ of the Competition 
Act, 2010, by manufacturers 
and FMPAC by announcing 
the ‘Maximum Retail Price’ 
of urea at Rs 1768 per 50 KG 
Bag. The enquiry was initi-
ated following an advertise-
ment published by FMPAC 
and its members on 26th 
November 2021, announcing 
a ‘Maximum Retail Price of 
Urea’ during a period of ris-
ing urea prices and reported 
shortages. According to the 
Fertilizer Policy of 2001, 

urea prices were deregulat-
ed, and respective provincial 
agriculture departments no-
tified urea prices from time 
to time as it is considered an 
essential item. These prices, 
as already fixed by the Com-
panies, are notified by the 
Agriculture department to 
use as a reference to check 
on any profiteering. It was 
noted that the companies is-
sue their price lists, which are 
then notified by the respective 
Deputy Director of Agricul-
ture (Extension) under the au-
thority of the Punjab Essential 
Articles (Control) Act, 1973. 
To obtain copies of these price 
notifications and the under-
lying company price lists for 
the years 2021 and 2022, the 
enquiry committee contacted 
the Agriculture Department 
of Punjab. The department 
provided notifications from 22 
districts, as detailed in Table 
14 (copies of the notifications 
have been provided). As per 
the finding of the enquiry 
report, the pricing pattern 
of different Fertilizer manu-
facturers in the urea Industry 

exhibit price parallelism (uni-
form pricing) pointing towards 
possible collusion in the in-
dustry. Specifically, the prices 
of Engro, FFC, Fatima, and 
Agritech show a parallel move-
ment, with minor differences 
between them. For instance, 
in Rawalpindi, between Feb-
ruary 2021 and June 2022, the 
prices increased by Rs. 232 for 
Engro, Rs. 233 for FFC and Fa-
tima, and Rs. 230 for Agritech. 
Interestingly, all companies re-
duced their prices to Rs. 1850 
in May 2022, only to increase 
them again to Rs. 1950 in June 
2022. In Layyah district, from 
January 2021 to November 
2021, Engro, FFC, and Fatima 
(excluding Agritech) experi-
enced an increase in prices by 
Rs. 482 per bag or 27.26% be-
tween February 2022 and No-
vember 2022. These findings 
highlight the trend of price 
similarity and the common 
pricing practices within the 
urea industry. The enquiry 
concluded that the adver-
tisement by FMPAC and its 
members constituted a pri-
ma facie decision.

NDMA cautions 
depts after 

India releases 
water in Ravi 

River
dna

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) on Tuesday 
issued an advisory alert to 
the departments concerned 
for taking preparedness and 
precautionary measures af-
ter India released water into 
Ravi River.
The NDMA in its advisory 
mentioned that the Pakistan 
Commissioner for Indus 
Waters (PCIW) and Flood 
Forecasting Division (FFD) 
have reported medium-level 
flows on Eastern River-Sut-
lej from Harike India with a 
time lag at Ganda Singh Wala 
Pakistan was 24 hours.  How-
ever, low-level flows reported 
from Ferozpur India with a 
time lag at Ganda Singh Wala 
of six hours. The impacts to 
be incurred by the prevailing 
situation may be as: Likely 
the flows will persist over 
the next 48 hours and will 
be recorded at Sulemanki 
in the next 36 to 48 hours, 
the NDMA said. Moreover, 
inundation of low-lying are-
as, flooding of crops astride 
the Sutlej River, over-topping 
of roads and inundation of 
villages may also occur in 
the due course of time. The 
NDMA is sharing regular 
updates with all disaster 
management responders for 
taking necessary precaution-
ary measures. It underlined 
that the quarters concerned 
should move people and at-
risk communities from low-ly-
ing   areas, preplace flood fight-
ing equipment and machinery, 
develop adequate stocks of 
food and medicine in the im-
pacted area and coordinate for 
restoration of roads and com-
munication links in the region. 
actions and monitoring.

Robbers 
snatch pizza, 

cash from 
delivery boy

MULTAN: Armed robbers 
turned out to be fond of piz-
za eating as they snatched 
pizza from the delivery boy 
the late night of yesterday.
According to police, three 
bandits intercepted the de-
livery boy named Azan at 
local Gulshan Ehbab Col-
ony, when he was moving 
out to drop pizza at the 
house on order. They also 
snatched money worth Rs. 
12,000 besides pizza from 
the boy before escaped 
the scene. Shah Shamsh 
Police Station registered 
the case on the report of 
the pizza shop’s owner and 
claimed to have started 
searching for the criminals 
right away.—APP

RDA seals commercial 
buildings at Minara Residencia

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Development Authority 
(RDA) on the directives 
of Director General (DG), 
RDA, Muhammad Saif An-
war Jappa here on Tues-
day carried out an opera-
tion against unauthorized 
and illegal commercial 
constructions and sealed 
high-rise commercial build-
ings at Minara Residencia, 
G.T Road, Mouza Kotha 
Kalan.  According to RDA 
spokesman, the Enforce-
ment Squad RDA including 

Deputy Director, Building 
Control, incharge/Assistant 
Director, Building Control, 
Building Inspectors and 
others carried out the op-
eration under section 39 of 
the Punjab Development of 
Cities  Act 1976 against il-
legal commercial construc-
tions and sealed the high 
rise commercial buildings.
The spokesman said that 
taking legal action, notices 
were also issued to the own-
er of the property namely 
Khayal Zaman.  He said 

that the owner of the prop-
erty had violated approved 
plans/maps, violated the 
PDC Act 1976 and RDA 
Building and Zoning Regu-
lations 2020 and constructed 
illegal commercial buildings 
without approval and No Ob-
jection Certificates.
The spokesman said that the 
DG had directed the Land 
Use and Building Control 
(LU&BC) Wing to take strict 
action against encroach-
ments, illegal and unauthor-
ized constructions.—APP

Two street 
criminals 

arrested; Rs 
75,000, weapons 

recovered
dna

RAWALPINDI: In an oper-
ation against criminal ele-
ments, Rawalpindi Police 
here on Tuesday arrested 
two street criminals and 
recovered Rs 75,000 cash, 
weapons and other items 
from their possession. 
According to a police spokes-
man, Pirwadhai police arrest-
ed two members of a street 
criminal gang including ring-
leader namely Rehan alias 
Semi, and Raheem Gul, want-
ed in various cases.  He in-
formed that the police team 
constituted under the super-
vision of SHO Pirwadhai Po-
lice Station on the directives 
of the Superintendent of 
Police conducted a raid and 
managed to net the accused.  
As per the preliminary police 
record, the criminals were 
also involved in other crimes, 
he said adding, the accused 
are being shifted to jail for 
identification parade.
 

World Youth 
Skills Day to 
be marked  
on July 15

ISLAMABAD: World Youth 
Skills Day will be marked 
on July 15 (Saturday) 
across the globe includ-
ing Pakistan which aimed 
to encourage youth to 
celebrate the value of ac-
quiring skills like building, 
making, and creating as a 
way to achieve personal 
success and fulfillment. By 
empowering young people, 
they can better advance 
the broader mission of the 
United Nations (UN) for 
lasting peace, sustainable 
development, and human 
rights for all, according 
to UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres. A UN 
resolution to establish a 
World Youth Skills Day was 
adopted by the General As-
sembly on December 18, 
2014. On the UN’s website, 
they state that education 
and training are the keys to 
success in the workforce. 
However, unfortunately, ex-
isting systems are failing to 
address.—APP

CCP’s enquiry 
uncovers Price Fixing 

By Urea Producers

Sindh CM Murad vows 
to eliminate dacoits

 KARACHI:  Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah said 
that the newly elected representatives of the local bodies have 
taken over, therefore he has decided to announce the next 
Provincial Finance Commission (PFC) for the vertical distri-
bution of available resources. “We have started spade work to 
design the next PFC and it will be finalized within a month.” 
This he said while talking to media just after performing the 
concluding ceremony of the three-day Urs of Abdullah Shah 
Ghazi at his Mazar on Tuesday. Replying to a question, the 
CM said that the cabinet had decided to announce the PFC 
award within a month of the formation of local bodies.  “Now 
the elected representatives of the local bodies have taken over and we are going to form 
the commission and then the commission decides the formula of the award,” he said and 
added that his government would financially strengthen the third tier of the government. It 
may be noted that the PFC ascertains the share of available resources between provincial 
and local bodies, generally known as vertical distribution. It also formulates a criterion 
for the distribution of allocated funds to local government horizontally among different 
tiers and local councils. This mechanism of distribution is known as Provincial Finance 
Commission (PFC) Award. Double salary in local bodies: To another question, the chief 
minister said that the digitalization of the salaries of the KMC and some other local bodies’ 
employees has unearthed a large number of employees who were drawing double salaries 
– from KMC and another provincial department. “This is a crime and punishable under 
the law,” he said and added his government has decided to dismiss such employees after 
fulfilling the legal requirements. Mr. Shah said that similar pension cases have also been 
found which were being scrutinized and would be dealt with accordingly. Yet to another 
question, Murad Ali Shah said that he has not received official figures of the digital census. 
“When I’ll receive them officially, I will be able to comment,” he said. Giving an oblique 
reference to MQM, Mr. Shah added that through a press conference on January 27, 2023, 
they (MQM) had expressed satisfaction with the conduct of the digital census. “They told 
the media that they have formed committees to facilitate the people to get them registered 
but it was me who had questioned the methodology of the census,” he said.—APP

India-Israel 
nexus with PTI 
stands exposed

dna

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Climate 
Change and Environ-
mental Coordination 
Senator Sherry Rehman 
on Tuesday strongly 
condemned the state-
ment of Israel regarding 
Pakistan at the United 
Nations and alleged that 
the Israel-India sup-
port for the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
and its chief had fully ex-
posed the sinister nexus 
behind the May 9 may-
hem. Addressing a press 
conference f lanked by 
Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Inte-
rior and Legal Affairs 
Attaullah Tarar, Sherry 
Rehman lambasted the 
PTI chairman for his re-
ported venomous cam-
paign against the state, 
who, she claimed, was 
ever ready to do any-

thing to please Israel.

“He (Imran Khan) be-
lieves that Israel’s vio-
lations in Palestine are 
fine. Today Israel also 
becomes an ambassador 
of human rights but in 
reality she is doing the 
opposite,” the minister 
added. She denounced 
the PTI chairman for 
criticising and opposing 
his arrest. “He asks why 
the government did this 
to me? He says he was 
arrested in a disgraceful 
way, but he should know 

that no one is above the 
law,” she added.
The minister there were 
some sinister designs 
behind the curtain. To-
day the PTI was the 
best friend of Israel and 
Indian Prime Minister 
Modi, and its leader 
was being “baptized” 
in the waters of Isra-
el. The PTI workers, 
she alleged, had dese-
crated and harmed the 
monuments of martyrs 
on the behest of their 
leader, who now want-
ed to harm Pakistan as 
a whole. “Israel is sup-
porting Imran Khan to-
day and what does that 
mean?” she quipped. 
The United States had 
always said that it was 
not meddling in the Pa-
kistani politics but the 
PTI chief kept on drag-
ging it,  she added.
“Israel’s blaming of Pa-
kistan in favour of the 
PTI at the UN meeting 
is highly condemnable. 
Imran Niazi is part of 
the camp that is violat-
ing the rights of Pal -
estinians. Israel did 
not speak even on the 
arrest and indictment 
of those involved in the 
Capitol Hill attack.”



World 
Population 

Day 
celebrated 

ISLAMABAD: Spokesper-
son, Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) Muhammad 
Sarwar Gondal on Tuesday 
said that the “World Popu-
lation Day” is celebrated on 
July 11th every year to raise 
awareness about the chal-
lenges associated with the 
growing world population.
The Spokesman said that 
these challenges include 
family planning, gender 
equality, poverty, maternal 
and child health and human 
rights, said a press release 
issued. He said that this day 
was firstly celebrated by 
the Governing Council of 
the United Nation Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) 
when the total world popu-
lation crossed 5 billion. The 
slogan of the day is “Say No 
to Over Population”.
He said PBS is committed 
to providing authentic data 
for fact-based policy mak-
ing. The Spokesman said 
the data released by the Bu-
reau of Statistics supports 
and plays a key role in com-
prehensive planning for the 
provision of basic facilities. 
Allah Almighty has bless-
ed this world with many 
resources and now it’s our 
responsibility to protect 
them. He said this is pos-
sible only if there is a fair 
distribution of resources 
on the basis of population 
ratio. This way we could 
provide a better future for 
our future generations, he 
added.—APP

Police 
strengthen 

security 
measures

ISLAMABAD: In response 
to the evolving security 
needs, the Islamabad Cap-
ital Police have intensified 
its efforts to safeguard the 
federal capital and mobilize 
security apparatus. 
Under the special direc-
tions of Islamabad Capital 
City Police Officer (ICCPO) 
Dr Akbar Nasir, enhanced 
security measures had been 
implemented, including the 
imposition of Section 144, 
which prohibits demonstra-
tions and gatherings within 
the city.  These measures 
aimed to maintain peace 
and security while prior-
itizing road safety and traf-
fic regulations, the police 
said. The police are deter-
mined to uphold road safety 
standards by taking strict 
action against vehicles that 
violate regulations, such as 
the misuse of red and blue 
lights, tinted windows, and 
traffic rules.  Moreover, 
individuals found respon-
sible for erecting road 
blockades or occupying 
pedestrian spaces will be 
held accountable for their 
actions. To promote road 
safety awareness, motorcy-
clists are reminded of the 
mandatory use of helmets.  
Stringent measures will be 
taken against violators, in-
cluding those who exceed 
the permissible limit of two 
riders on motorcycles.  Fur-
thermore, individuals who 
obstruct roads or occupy 
pedestrian spaces will face 
appropriate legal conse-
quences.  In line with en-
suring public safety.—APP

Pak offers huge potential for
 Gandhara tourism: President

 The re-discovered cities of the Gandhara civilization exhibit many  
elements of their well-structured and modern lives through paintings, 

sculptures, coins, pottery and their relation with Buddhis. 

dna

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Tuesday said Pakistan of-
fered the world a valuable window 
to Gandhara civilization with its 
unique blend of ancient history, 
and the Buddha’s message of 
peace and compassion. “In to-
day’s world where hatred is on 
the rise and increasing polariza-
tion is fueling conflicts, it’s time 
to rediscover the role of cultural 
diplomacy to promote dialogue 
among civilizations,” he said in 
his address here at the three-
day Gandhara Symposium 2023. 
The symposium titled ‘Cultural 
Diplomacy: Reviving Gandhara 
Civilization and Buddhist Herit-
age in Pakistan’ was organized 
by Prime Minister’s Task Force 

on Gandhara Tourism, Institute 
of Strategic Studies Islamabad 
(ISSI), and the Directorate of 
Archaeology and Museums, Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. The event gathered monks 
and inter-faith experts from Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Thailand, China, 
Malaysia, South Korea and Viet-
nam with an objective to explore 
Pakistan’s rich Buddhist legacy 
and create an enabling environ-
ment for Gandhara tourism. 
President Alvi said Buddha’s 
quest rekindles the spirit of in-
ner reflection with a precept to 
abstain from taking lives of the 
living beings and caring for the 
environment. He highlighted 
that the Gandhara civilization, 
which thrived in Pakistan cen-
turies ago, could serve as an 
informative place for the visitors 

from across the globe to explore 
exquisite Buddhist sites.
He urged collaborative efforts to 
raise awareness about the inclu-
sive and multicultural nature of 
Gandhara civilization and help 
the society to absorb diversity 
of cultures. The president wel-
comed the Buddhist monks in the 
country, hoping that their 
p r e s e n c e w o u l d 
relay a mes- s a g e 
of peace a n d 
cross-cul -
tural har- mony.
Minister of State, 
C h a i r - man of 
t h e PM 

Task Force on Gandhara Tourism-
Ramesh Kumar Vankwani said the 
Gandhara civilization continued 
to mesmerize from all over the 
world and emphasized the need 
to preserve and revive the histor-
ic Buddhist relics.
He said cultural diplomacy helped 
foster understanding and tradi-
tion among civilizations and ex-
pressed confidence that the sym-
posium would act as an effective 
platform in promoting Pakistan’s 
heritage.
Director General ISSI Sohail 
Mahmood in his welcome address 
said Gandhara civilization, situ-
ated at the crossroads of ancient 
trade routes, served as a melting 
pot of diverse cultures and civili-
zations.  He said preserving and 
promoting the Buddhist Gand-
hara heritage was of paramount 

importance for Pakistan.   The 
key objectives of the symposi-
um include creating awareness 
about Gandhara and fostering a 
sense of appreciation for Paki-
stan’s rich and diverse cultur-
al heritage, both domestically 
and abroad.  Also, it focuses 
on considering new initiatives 
that reinforce the country’s 
cultural diplomacy efforts and 
help promote tourism, particu-
larly faith tourism. One of the 
most remarkable aspects of 
the Gandhara civilization is its 
artistic creativity.  The re-dis-
covered cities of the Gandhara 
civilization exhibit many ele-
ments of their well-structured 
and modern lives through 
paintings, sculptures, coins, 
pottery and their relation with 
Buddhism. 

PESHAWAR. Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif distributes Latops on merit basis among high achieving students under the Prime 
Minister’s Youth Laptop Scheme 2023. —DNA
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Global training for rehabilitation 
strengthening health from July 16

ISLAMABAD :Global Rehabilitation Leadership Institute (GRLI) six days academic training will start on July 16 to bring 
together influential figures in the field of rehabilitation and health systems strengthening, both from Pakistan and around 
the world. The second edition of the GRLI is organized by the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, as part 
of the Learning, Acting, and Building for Rehabilitation in Health Systems (ReLAB-HS) initiative, supported by the United 
States Agency for International Development (USAID), said a news release. The primary aim of the training is to enhance 
leadership capabilities among participants and address the pressing need for accessible and high-quality rehabilitation 
and assistive technology (AT) services within their respective countries’ health systems. Distinguished local and inter-
national speakers and panelists, including Dr. Sania Nishtar, a Member of the Senate of Pakistan, Dr. Alarcos Cieza from 
the World Health Organization (WHO), and Dr. Cyrus Engineer from Johns Hopkins University, will be featured during 
the Leadership Institute. Participants will have the opportunity to learn from renowned faculty members representing 
various disciplines, including rehabilitation, policy, advocacy, medical education, and health systems.  The training will 
encompass keynote presentations, panel discussions, lectures, and interactive group activities. The Leadership Institute 
aims to produce champions in the fields of rehabilitation and health systems. Alumni from the program will utilize their 
leadership training to guide strategic action and drive positive change within their organizations.  Furthermore, the event 
offers valuable networking opportunities, enabling participants to connect with professionals from diverse backgrounds, 
exchange ideas, share experiences, and establish meaningful collaborations for future endeavors. The overall objective of 
the Leadership Institute is to foster an environment conducive to knowledge exchange and contribute to the realization 
of a robust and inclusive health system in Pakistan, with a strong emphasis on rehabilitation services. Dr. Abdulgafoor 
Bachani, Director of ReLAB-HS, expressed his excitement about hosting the second edition of the Global Rehabilitation 
Leadership Institute in Pakistan.  He emphasized the importance of bringing together multisectoral stakeholders to learn 
from one another and develop the necessary leadership skills to strengthen health systems and meet the evolving needs 
of the population.  Dr. Bachani emphasized the urgency of integrating rehabilitation services into health systems, given 
the increasing global aging population and the rising number of individuals living with chronic diseases.—DNA

Pak safe, important 
country for tourists, 

says Dr Ramesh
ISLAMABAD: Minister of State, Chairman Prime Minis-
ter’s Task Force Gandhara Tourism Dr. Ramesh Kumar 
Vankwani on Tuesday said Pakistan is a safe country for 
tourism that attracts swathes of local and foreign tourists 
to explore its architectural beauty.  Addressing the Gand-
hara Symposium 2023 here, the minister welcomed the 
international delegates and researchers attending the in-
ternational tourism conference in the country.  Vankwani 
said the international symposium would help promote 
the religious tourism potential of the country.  He said 
that cultural and religious tourism would bring various 
countries and societies closer to each other.  The sym-
posium would pave the ways to highlight the country’s 
soft image at the international level, he maintained.   Dr. 
Ramesh Kumar also emphasized greater academic re-
search, archaeological excavation, and dissemination of 
knowledge to uncover new sites to enrich our understand-
ing of the magnificent civilization of Gandhara. He said, 
“Through cultural diplomacy, we can build bridges and 
foster greater understanding.” The speakers from Malay-
sia, Thailand, South Korea, Nepal, Sri Lanka, China, and 
Pakistan also expressed their views at the symposium on 
the Gandhara Civilization and Buddhist Heritage of Paki-
stan. Eminent stakeholders of Pakistan’s tourism indus-
try also participated in the symposium.  It is pertinent 
to mention here, the sole objective of the Gandhara 
Symposium is to create awareness about Gandhara and 
to promote and highlight the rich and diverse cultural 
heritage of Pakistan at home and abroad.  The Gand-
hara Symposium will also help to promote domestic 
tourism, especially religious tourism. —APP

Walk held to 
mark population 

week
RAWALPINDI: To mark World Population Day “Population 
Week” is being celebrated in a befitting manner by organiz-
ing competitions, demonstrating walks and other activities to 
promote the spirit of family planning which was necessary for 
proper upbringing of kids and ensuring health of couples. In 
this connection an awareness walk was organized by the Pop-
ulation Welfare Department in collaboration with the District 
Health Authority here on Tuesday at Benazir Bhutto Road. 
Addressing participants of the walk ,District Population Wel-
fare Officer ,Shireen Sukhan said the issue of rapid population 
growth could only be resolved with cooperation of the masses 
and Population Welfare Department  was taking all measures 
to create  awareness among the masses about the importance 
of family planning and extending relevant services so that 
the marginalized population and young people could plan 
their families. Shireen said that family planning was vital 
for development issues, including gender equality, pover-
ty, maternal health, human rights and environmental pro-
tection. She said that world population day, was an annual 
event which was observed on July 11 every year ,adding the 
event was established by the United Nations Development 
Programme in 1989 and was first marked on 11th July 1990 in 
more than 90 countries.—APP
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Briefs
MoU signed to 
promote Pak-

China furniture 
collaboration

dna
BEIJING : A Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
was signed between the 
International Famous Fur-
niture Fair (Dongguan) and 
the All Pakistan Furniture 
Makers Association (APF-
MA) to promote commu-
nication and cooperation 
between Chinese and Paki-
stani furniture enterprises. 
The MOU signed between 
APFMA & Dongguan Fa-
mous Furniture Association 
in presence of Acting Con-
sul General of Pakistan in 
Guangzhou, Sardar Muham-
mad.  Sardar Muhammad 
expressed his appreciation 
for this move, recognizing 
the potential benefits for 
both countries in collaborat-
ing within the furniture sec-
tor, Gwadar Pro reported 
on Friday. According to the 
MoU, cooperation will be 
fostered through business 
negotiations, technology ex-
change, market promotion, 
and other projects.  This 
agreement aims to provide 
a platform and opportunities 
for collaboration between 
Chinese and Pakistani furni-
ture enterprises, promoting 
mutual benefits and achiev-
ing win-win situations. The 
MoU seeks to leverage the 
advantageous resources of 
the furniture industries in 
both countries to enhance 
overall competitiveness and 
international influence.  

UBG 
Chairman 

resigns due 
to health 
reasons

ISLAMABAD: Chairman, 
United Business Group 
(UBG), Shahzad Ali Malik 
on Tuesday tendered his 
resignation from the posi-
tion due to health reasons. 
Malik, who has been serving 
as the Chairman expressed 
his gratitude towards the 
trade leaders who support-
ed him during his tenure, 
said a news release. In his 
resignation statement, Ma-
lik cited health concerns as 
the primary reason for his 
decision to step down.  He 
acknowledged the immense 
support he received from 
the trade community across 
the country and expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation 
for their unwavering com-
mitment.  Under his lead-
ership, the United Business 
Group made significant 
strides in promoting trade 
and commerce, fostering 
economic growth, and 
strengthening business re-
lationships. —APP

ANF in five 
operations 
seizes over 
90 kg drugs

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting five operations 
across the country seized 
over 90 kg drugs and arrest-
ed 11 accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman 
here on Tuesday.
He informed that ANF in 
an operation at Islamabad 
International Airport re-
covered eight drug-filled 
capsules from the posses-
sion of two Sharjah-bound 
passengers, residents of 
Bannu, going on flight no 
181. In second operation 
near M-1, Motorway Toll 
Plaza, Islamabad, 1150 
grams charras was recov-
ered from the possession 
of two accused, residents 
of Mardan and Muzaffara-
bad.—APP

Islamabad 
Police 

complete 
Data Hub in 25 

categories 
ISLAMABAD: The police 
have successfully completed 
the Data Hub project, cov-
ering 25 categories, which 
will significantly strengthen 
law enforcement agencies 
in maintaining law and or-
der and conducting effec-
tive surveillance to combat 
anti-social elements.
The completion of the Data 
Hub by the police marked a 
significant step forward in 
bolstering security meas-
ures and ensuring the safe-
ty of the capital city’s resi-
dents, the police said.
The comprehensive data-
base, spanning 25 catego-
ries, will provide valuable 
insights and information to 
law enforcement agencies, 
enabling them to take pro-
active measures against 
criminal activities and main-
tain a secure environment. 
By consolidating data from 
diverse sources, the Data 
Hub will empower law 
enforcement agencies to 
gather intelligence, analyze 
trends, and take prompt 
action against potential 
threats.  This powerful tool 
will enhance their ability to 
identify and apprehend crimi-
nals, monitor sensitive areas, 
and respond swiftly to securi-
ty incidents. The completion 
of the Data Hub project is a 
testament to the dedication 
and professiona.—APP

10 Hurriyat 
leaders

ISLAMABAD: Indian po-
lice booked ten Hurriyat 
leaders and activists under 
black laws in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK). According to 
Kashmir media service, 
the arrested persons who 
have been booked by police 
under black law Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act 
(UAPA) have been iden-
tified as Shabbir Ahmed 
Dar, Jahangeer Ghani 
Butt, Sajad Hussain Gul, 
Shams- u-Din Rehmani, 
Mohammad Yaseen Bhat, 
Mohammad Rafiq Pahl-
oo (alias Saleem Nanaji, 
Khurshid Ahmed Butt, 
Firdous Ahmed Shah, Par-
ray Hassan Firdousi  and 
Sohail Ahmad Mir. The In-
dian police official claimed 
that it has formally arrest-
ed 10 persons on charges 
of conspiracy relating to 
revival of ongoing  Hurri-
yat activities for freedom 
struggle . The police said 
that in this regard, a case 
under black law Unlawful 
Activities Prevention al-
ready stood registered in 
Police Station Kothibagh 
in Srinagar. Pertinently, 
Indian police  arrested over 
four dozen Hurriyat leaders 
and activists during a raid 
at a hotel in Srinagar where 
Hurriyat activists and oth-
ers were holding an Eid Mi-
lan party on Sunday.—APP

President Alvi for skill 
development of women

The delegation briefed the President about the steps being taken by WBN for the socio-
economic empowerment of women. He commended the efforts of WBN in providing job 

opportunities to women and taking steps for their financial inclusion
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi has underscored the need 
for skill development, digital in-
clusion, and financial inclusion 
of women in Pakistan in order 
to make them financially self-suf-
ficient. He stated that women, 
who constituted almost 50% of 
the country’s population, needed 
to participate in all sectors of the 
economy for their economic em-
powerment. 
He added that women’s and girls’ 
education was a vital component 
that contributed to gender equali-
ty as well as to the socio-economic 
development of the country. The 
President made these remarks 
during a meeting with the dele-
gation of Women Business Net-
work, led by Ms Sam Ali Dada, 
at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. Women 
Business Network (WBN) is a 

global network of business pro-
fessionals and corporate leaders 
that aims to uplift women for 
key leadership positions in the 
industry and create opportuni-

ties for their businesses. Dur-
ing the meeting, the President 
urged the delegation to increase 
employment opportunities for 
women in the private sector, be-

sides establishing linkages with 
skill development institutions, 
such as NAVTTC and TEVTA, to 
provide women with marketable 
skillsets. He also emphasized 

the importance of skill and edu-
cational development of women 
and girls in the fields of Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM). The 
President highlighted the need 
for projecting the success sto-
ries of women to encourage and 
motivate other women to take 
part in business and economic 
activities. 
He also called for taking prac-
tical and meaningful steps to 
address gender disparity. He 
further stressed the need for in-
tegrating women into the main-
stream of economic activities for 
their financial empowerment. 
The delegation briefed the 
President about the steps being 
taken by WBN for the socio-eco-
nomic empowerment of women. 
He commended the efforts of 
WBN in providing job opportuni-
ties to women and taking steps 
for their financial inclusion.

China-Pakistan to 
set up a natural 

disaster observation 
ISLAMABAD: In a move to 
enhance collaboration on 
natural disaster monitor-
ing, China-Pakistan Joint 
Research Center on Earth 
Sciences will set up a natu-
ral disaster observation and 
research center in the Kar-
akoram Mountains together 
with Karakoram Internation-
al University.
This was stated by Hong 
Tianhua, Executive Director 
and Researcher of the Joint 
Research Center at a panel 
meeting with China-SCO Ge-
osciences Cooperation Re-
search Center and the All-Pa-
kistan Chinese Enterprises 
Association (APCEA) held 
here online, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported on Tues-
day. “The research center in 
Pakistan, to be completed in 
Passu, GB within 3 years, 
will monitor glacial lake out-
bursts, glacier debris flow, 
and landslides by analyzing 
the data of glaciers, snow 
cover, meteorology, hydrolo-
gy and soil”, Hong Tianhua 
added.   China-Pakistan Joint 
Research Center on Earth 
Sciences, established by Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences 
(CAS) and Higher Education 
Commission of Pakistan, 
serves as a bridge for bilater-
al cooperation on such areas 
as natural disasters, ecolog-
ical environment, resource 

development and sustainable 
development of CPEC.
Last year, in the fight against 
the floods, the CPEC mul-
ti-factor database and data 
management and informa-
tion service system of the 
Joint Research Center played 
an indispensable role by shar-
ing 26 data sets regarding the 
deluge. Building on it, the 
Joint Research Center will 
also set up a Digital CPEC 
platform this year, Mr. Hong 
Tianhua told the audience.  
“The Digital CPEC platform 
will support the acquisition, 
preservation, sharing and 
utilization of data on ecologi-
cal environment and disaster 
prevention and reduction of 
CPEC”, he added. Geological 
cooperation is incorporated 
in the China-Pakistan Joint 
Statement signed in Nov. 
2022. Against the backdrop 
of evolving climate change, 
it is becoming ever more im-
perative for countries to join 
hands in geological research. 
For China and Pakistan, the 
momentum is pacing up.  
Permanent Secretary He 
Zhixin of China-SCO Geo-
sciences Cooperation Re-
search Center said that the 
Center has signed five agree-
ments with Pakistan and 
carried out cooperation in 
terms of comparative studies 
of basic geology, construc-

tion and sharing of geological 
database for environmental 
geology and hydrogeology, 
geological sample analysis 
techniques and other areas 
of mutual interest. More 
than 100 young technicians 
have been trained through 
various forms such as tech-
nical training courses, joint-
ly implemented projects, 
academic education and vis-
iting scholar programs, he 
shared. “In the next step, we 
will work together with Chi-
na-Pakistan Joint Research 
Center on Earth Sciences to 
deepen practical cooperation 
with Pakistan in the field of 
geoscience”, he said.  At 
the meeting, China-SCO Ge-
osciences Cooperation Re-
search Center and China-Pa-
kistan Joint Research Center 
on Earth Sciences donated 
a book entitled Pakistan in 
the Eyes of Geologists to AP-
CEA.  According to APCEA 
chairman Mr. Yang Jianduo, 
the book, published in Janu-
ary 2023, allows readers to 
gain deeper insights into Pa-
kistan by taking them from 
the south all the way to the 
north of Pakistan along with 
the geological investigators. 
The book will also be trans-
lated into English and Urdu 
to enable more readers to 
have a better understanding 
of the resource-rich land. 

ISLAMABAD: A painter busy in painting a pedestrian bridge on Islamabad Expressway.—APP

ENCEC approves 
many projects

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Syed 
Naveed Qamar, SAPM on 
Finance Mr. Tariq Bajwa, 
SAPM on Revenue Mr. 
Tariq Mehmood Pasha, 
Senator Nisar Ahmad 
Khuhro, Mr. Himayatullah 
Khan Advisor Finance KP 
Govt, Federal Secretaries 
and other senior officers 
from Federal Ministries 
and Provincial departments 
participated in the meeting. 
The ECNEC considered 
and approved a Project of 
Ministry of National food 
Security & Research titled 
“Prime Minister’s National 
Programme for Solariza-
tion of Agriculture Tube 
wells” in Punjab, Sindh, 

KPK, and Baluchistan at 
a cost of Rs. 377,236.275 
with a gestation period of 
three years. Phase-I of the 
project will consist Rs. 90 
billion including 30 billion 
of PSDP and equivalent 
share by provincial govern-
ments as well as benefi-
ciary farmers for financial 
year 2023-24. This project 
is to enhance agricultural 
productivity through clean 
and green energy by con-
verting the existing 100,000 
tube wells into solar PV 
system. The project is to be 
executed by Ministry of Na-
tional Food Security through 
Federal Water Management 
Cell (FWMC) and Provincial 
Departments of Agriculture. 

The ECNEC also considered 
and approved a project of 
Government of KPK titled 
“Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Ru-
ral Investment & Industrial 
Support Project (RIISP) 
to be executed by Govt. of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in Dis-
trict Bajur, Khyber, Kurram, 
Mohmand, North Waziristan, 
Orakzai, South Waziristan, 
and erstwhile FR regions at a 
cost of Rs. 110.700 million in-
cluding IDA loan of USD 300 
million from World Bank and 
Govt. of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
share of Rs. 29, 700 million 
(in kind). The project will be 
completed in two phases i.e. 
Phase-I is six years (2023-
2029) and Phase-II is also six 
years (2029-2031).  

PM issues special 
message on World 

Population Day
faisal sheiKh

ISLAMABAD: World Population Day, being observed 
across the world today, draws our attention to the vast 
disparity between the requirements of increasing pop-
ulation and availability of resources as well as the need 
for affirmative policy actions to empower our commu-
nities and the people. Population remains at the heart 
of effective national planning. For developing countries 
in particular, managing population growth is key to 
socio-economic development. No country, howsoever 
resourceful, can deal with population explosion. Thus 
drawing a balance between population and resources 
is fundamental to the fulfilment of the needs of teem-
ing millions. This year’s theme “Unleashing the power of 
gender equality” is a powerful reminder of the imperative 
to empower our women, girls and men and end discrim-
ination. Their mainstreaming in the national life will au-
tomatically help in achieving the development goals and 
increasing human productivity. Gender equality is not 
just a human rights issue but also an economic require-
ment. The idea of balanced development is grounded in 
the empowerment of communities, who are enabled 
in not only fulfilling their aspirations of a meaningful 
life but also becoming a shareholder in the process of 
development of their societies. Thanks to the multi-
farious factors such as climate change, geostrategic 
upheavals and dysfunction of markets, the countries 
are finding it hard to stay on course for achieving Mil-
lennium Development Goals. Add to this mix the issue 
of gender inequality and discrimination and humanity 
gets farther from SDGs. As we observe World Popula-
tion Day today, I would urge all stakeholders to invest 
in empowering communities by building their capacity 
through the provision of better health and educational 
facilities and an enabling environment to unlock their 
potential. For me, the concept of development is not 
abstract but is rooted in the welfare of the people. 
Hence all the more reason to invest in effective com-
munication between the policy makers and the peo-
ple at large for better outcomes. We need to demon-
strate greater political will to deal with the challenge. 

UVAS holds 
stakeholder 
discussion 

on livestock 
development
ISLAMABAD: The Universi-
ty of Veterinary and Animal 
Sciences (UVAS) Lahore in 
collaboration with the  Pun-
jab Agriculture Research 
Board (PARB) arranged a 
discussion on livestock devel-
opment and  research at City 
Campus on Tuesday. Vice 
Chancellor Prof Dr Nasim 
Ahmed and Chief Executive 
(PARB) Dr Abid Mehmood 
co- chaired  the meeting 
and sought suggestions and 
technical inputs from stake-
holders and identified  pri-
ority researchable areas for 
development of  the livestock 
sector and enhancing profita-
bility  of poor livestock farming 
community in the country.  
Representatives of dairy indus-
try, stakeholders from public 
and private organizations, re-
searchers, faculty members 
from different education insti-
tutions and professionals were 
also present. Vice Chancellor 
Prof Dr Nasim Ahmed sought 
suggestions from participants 
on future necessities  of re-
search & development for the 
livestock sector. He mentioned 
that the UVAS was always 
ready  in providing support to 
professionals and industrialists 
in the uplift of the livestock 
sector. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr Abid Mehmood said 
that the meeting was aimed 
to provide a platform to  stake-
holders to discuss important 
issues.—APP
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NATO acting as 
 a malevolent tool 

Supplying cluster 
bombs: wrong decision

I mitation, so it is said, is the sincerest form of flattery. That is perhaps 
why NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg feels no qualms about directly par-
roting the US rhetoric on China. His latest ingratiating mimicry is his 

signed article, A Stronger NATO for a More Dangerous World, that Foreign 
Affairs published on Monday. This is a crystallization of the stance he and 
US President Joe Biden will adopt at the transatlantic alliance’s 74th summit 
that is being held in Vilnius, Lithuania, on Tuesday and Wednesday. It is a 
stance that has taken the world back to the days that he and Biden seem to 
view as a lost golden age. In clinging to the past, these Cold War brain-fogged 
warriors are willing to drain the last drop of blood in Ukraine to weaken Rus-
sia, and to expand NATO to the “Indo-Pacific” to “engage with” China. While 
claiming that “NATO does not see China as an adversary”, Stoltenberg 
makes no bones about the fact that the bloc wears the same uniform pants as 
the US, alleging in the article: “The Chinese government’s increasingly coer-
cive behavior abroad and repressive policies at home challenge NATO’s se-
curity, values, and interests. Beijing is threatening its neighbors and bullying 
other countries.” “It is not our adversary, but it must be treated as one” is 
the Catch-22 logic the Biden administration has drafted for its China policy. 
Stoltenberg has been increasingly brazen in singing from the Biden adminis-
tration’s hymn sheet since NATO adopted a guideline policy that identified 
China as a strategic challenge to the alliance at its summit in Madrid 
in June last year. The article shows that Stoltenberg and Biden are 
aiming to forestall any wavering from the other members which may 
be having doubts about falling in behind them. Neither France nor 
Germany, for instance, defines China, a major economic and trade 
partner of both of them and a collaborator in addressing global chal-
lenges, as a “strategic challenge”. But within NATO, they have come 
under huge pressure to toe the US’ line. That Stoltenberg has invited 
the leaders of Japan, the Republic of Korea, New Zealand and Austral-
ia to attend the Vilnius summit is not with the aim of upholding peace 
and security in the Asia-Pacific, but because the Biden administration 
views them as useful reinforcements to bolster its plan to push NATO 
into the region. The haste with which Stoltenberg openly endorsed 
NATO opening a “liaison office” in Japan in January — when his ten-
ure was thought to be drawing to an end — even before an agreement 
was reached among all members, was a telling sign that he was intent on at 
least laying the groundwork for this before leaving office. Now that he has 
been granted a fourth extension, the Vilnius summit bodes ill for the world, 
as he looks set to show his gratitude to Washington by keeping the fires of 
the Ukraine crisis burning and accelerating the bloc’s expansion into Asia.

T wenty-thousand Laotians, almost half of them children, have been 
killed or injured by unexploded ordnance since the Vietnam war end-
ed. It is half a century since the US stopped bombing Laos, having 

dropped more than 2m tons of cluster munitions; decades on, people then 
unborn are still paying the price. On one estimate, it will take another 100 
years to fully clear the country. This is the true cost of cluster munitions. They 
are not only indiscriminate in showering dozens or hundreds of bomblets over a 
large area, but also have a lethal legacy because so many fail to explode, only to 
later be trodden on or picked up – often by curious children. For these reasons, 
more than 120 countries have signed the convention prohibiting their use, pro-
duction, transfer and stockpiling. The US, Russia and Ukraine, however, have 
never been signatories. Russia has used them extensively in Ukraine, including 
in populated areas where no military personnel or infrastructure were evident. 
Kyiv has also employed them, more sparingly, but reportedly at the cost of ci-
vilian lives in Izium (though it denies they were used there). Now the US will 
supply more as part of a $800m (£625m) military aid package, at Kyiv’s request. 
Ukraine’s counteroffensive has failed to gain the traction it needs, and supplies 
of artillery shells are running low. The argument is that, however significant the 
risks and long-term costs of using cluster bombs, civilians will pay a far higher 
price where Russian forces prevail. Cluster munitions are effective in combating 
dug-in ground troops, like the Russian forces along the vast frontline. But the 
same, of course, could be said for chemical weapons, and the US rightly finished 
destroying its remaining stockpile of those on Friday. 
Ukraine’s defence minister, Oleksii Reznikov, says it has given written guaran-
tees that it will not use the US-supplied weapons in Russia, nor in urban areas 
where civilians might be killed or wounded. It will also record their use, to ex-
pedite demining when the conflict is over. The US claims its munitions are far 
safer than those used by Moscow, with dud rates “not higher than 2.5%” versus 
Russian devices that reportedly fail 30-40% of the time. Experts say test results 
don’t reflect real world conditions and that, in any case, the sheer number of 
submunitions still means a deadly aftermath.
Invasion has forced Ukraine to make tough decisions about how to defend itself. 
The US was nonetheless wrong to meet its request. The decisions of the world’s 
most powerful country and military are key to determining global norms. Before 
Donald Trump took office, it had made some recent steps towards controlling 
cluster munitions. But it should never have deployed them, including in Afghan-
istan and Iraq in the early 2000s. It should not have rejected the convention 
banning them. And it should not be supplying them to Ukraine. Their use will 
have terrible long-term consequences for civilians there – and perhaps, through 
the example it sets, for civilians elsewhere too.
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Why is AF-Pak so important to SCO’s success?

Northern Areas: A Paradise for nature lovers 

Qamar Bashir

Fatima Mushtaq

P akistan’s Prime Minister aptly highlighted during 
his address to the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) summit today (4th July, 2023) that both 

Pakistan and Afghanistan are pivotal for the success and 
achievement of the SCO’s set objectives, which are to: 
strengthen mutual trust, friendship, and good-neighborly 
relations among member states, promote effective coop-
eration in politics, trade and economy, science and tech-
nology, culture, and education, and for a variety of com-
pelling reasons, the achievement of these lofty goals is 
intrinsically tied to the peace, security, and economic 
well-being of both Pakistan and Afghanistan. Because 
they are in the heart of the SCO’s focus area, Central Asia 
and the larger Eurasian region, and share borders with 
six SCO members: China, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turk-
menistan, Iran, and India. As a result, they hold a crucial 
strategic position in the region and are vital partners for 
the SCO in fostering security and stability. They have 
large populations and growing economies, making them 
attractive potential markets for SCO members. They 
share a history and culture with many SCO member coun-
tries and can help to improve cultural understanding and 
collaboration within the organization.  Pakistan has good 
ties with both China and Russia and can act as a bridge 
between the SCO and the West. By working together, Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan can help ensure that the SCO re-
mains a stable and inclusive body capable of solving 
21st-century concerns. Afghanistan, as the Prime Minis-
ter correctly stated, is located in a strategically vital re-
gion, and peace and security there will assist to enhance 
regional stability and collaboration. He asked the interna-
tional community to take this situation seriously and to 
engage the interim Afghan administration in meaningful 
ways in order to establish a more peaceful and stable fu-
ture for Afghanistan and the region as a whole. Afghani-
stan needs peace and security for a variety of reasons, 
including the country’s long history of conflict and vio-

lence, which has had a devastating impact on the coun-
try’s people, who deserve to live their lives free of fear 
and violence, and to enjoy their basic human rights, such 
as the right to education, healthcare, and employment. 
Peace and security would create a more stable climate in 
which businesses could operate, resulting in economic 
growth and employment creation. Peace and security 
would make it more difficult for terrorist groups to func-
tion in the country, reducing the region’s and the world’s 
threat from terrorism. The international community 
should take a number of steps to improve Afghanistan’s 
security situation, including: providing financial assis-
tance to Afghanistan to help rebuild its infrastructure and 
economy, creating jobs and improving living standards 
and supporting the interim Afghan government in its ef-
forts to build a stable and secure country. This might in-
volve training and equipment for Afghan security forces, 
as well as encouraging dialogue and reconciliation among 
Afghan factions. Ending the violence and paving the path 
for a more peaceful and stable future for Afghanistan re-
quires addressing the core causes of conflict in Afghani-
stan, such as poverty, inequality, and a lack of opportuni-
ty, encouraging education and employment, and 
supporting women’s rights. The Prime Minister did not 
mince words when he asked India, without naming it, to 
stop violence and lynching, as well as the destruction of 
places of worship for ethnic and religious minorities in 
India, and to resolve the issue of illegally Indian Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir in accordance with the UN Security 
Council Resolutions. The Prime Minister’s strong words 
will undoubtedly put much-needed pressure on India to 
reconsider its policy of genocide against minorities and 
take steps to end violence against them, which is critical 
for achieving the SCO goal of creating a more just and in-
clusive society in which all members of society feel treat-
ed fairly and have the same rights.  The resolution of the 
Kashmir issue is also critical to accomplishing the SCO’s 
goals. The Kashmir conflict has raged for decades, caus-
ing significant instability in the region. A resolution to the 
issue would assist to alleviate tensions and promote re-
gional peace and security.The UN resolution on Kashmir 
urges for a peaceful resolution of the dispute through dis-
cussions between India and Pakistan, as well as the pro-
tection of all Kashmiris’ human rights, regardless of eth-
nicity or religion. By supporting the UN resolution on 
Kashmir, the SCO may assist to foster peace and security 
in the region, preventing conflict and instability, ending 
prejudice against minorities, granting them their rights, 
and safeguarding them from violence. The SCO can help 
to prevent war and instability in the region, as well as 
promote full involvement of minorities in society and eco-
nomic prosperity. While referring to the SCO’s main objec-
tives of promoting peace, security, and stability in the re-

gion, the Prime Minister stated that terrorism, extremism, 
and religious bigotry, in all of their manifestations, are 
threats to the peace, security, and stability of the SCO re-
gion and the world, and must be combated at the individu-
al, societal, organizational, national, and global levels. This 
warning should be taken seriously by the SCO leadership, 
who should take steps to prohibit the use of terrorism, vio-
lence, and intimidation to achieve political ends. It endan-
gers peace and security by instilling widespread fear and 
disorder, which leads to conflict between governments and 
groups. Extremism is a curse just as severe as terrorism. 
Extreme or fanatical political or religious beliefs are a 
threat to peace and security because they breed violence 
and intolerance, erode societal cohesion, and lead to con-
flict. Religious bigotry is another demon that thrives on 
intolerance or hatred of people of other faiths. It endangers 
peace and security by inciting violence and discrimination, 
undermining social cohesion, and causing conflict. The SCO 
has taken terrorism very seriously and has put in place a vari-
ety of counter-terrorist and counter-extremism programs, in-
cluding the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), which is 
in charge of coordinating counter-terrorism activities among 
member states. The SCO Interbank Consortium is in charge 
of countering financial crime, including terrorist financing, as 
well as the SCO Convention on countering Terrorism. It also 
promotes interfaith dialogue and understanding among its 
member states in order to reduce religious bigotry and intol-
erance, promote human rights and democracy in its member 
states in order to create a stable and inclusive environment, 
and narrow the space for terrorist and extremist groups to 
operate which however needs to reevaluated periodically and 
improved upon perpetually.  During his speech, the Prime 
Minister emphasized that the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) has the potential to strengthen connectivity, pro-
mote energy security, boost trade, create jobs, reduce extrem-
ism, and encourage cultural exchanges. CPEC, being a major 
infrastructure project and a key component of China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), can help to improve connectivity 
between China and the SCO’s member states in Central Asia, 
making it easier for people and goods to move between these 
countries and promoting energy security for the SCO’s mem-
ber states by connecting as many SCO oil and gas producing 
and consuming countries as possible. CPEC will help to create 
jobs and economic opportunities in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
in general, will promote cultural and people-to-people ex-
changes among, and will aid in the development of under-
standing and trust which is critical to the SCO’s success. In 
addition, it will aid in the promotion of regional cooperation 
and economic development, generating billions of dollars in 
investment and creating millions of jobs, providing a 
much-needed boost to the economies of SCO member na-
tions. While stressing the formation of Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs), the Prime Minister correctly described them 

as a significant tool for SCO countries to boost economic de-
velopment and attract foreign investment. SEZs are important 
for providing the SCO with a much-needed economic and in-
vestment edge because they offer lower tax rates, special cus-
toms arrangements that allow businesses to import and ex-
port goods, simplified regulations that make it easier for 
businesses to operate, access to good infrastructure such as 
roads, railways, and airports, and access to a skilled work-
force. The SCO nations can also learn from China’s experi-
ence with SEZs, where they have been very effective in at-
tracting international investment and promoting economic 
development. Since its inception in 2013, the Shanghai Free 
Trade Zone (SFTZ) has attracted over $300 billion in global 
investment.  During his speech, the Prime Minister empha-
sized the importance of poverty eradication, and he was cor-
rect in calling on the SCO to play a significant role in assisting 
member states in eradicating poverty by investing in poverty 
reduction initiatives, promoting regional cooperation, and ad-
vocating for international cooperation to make a real differ-
ence in the lives of millions of people. To reach this crucial 
milestone, the SCO can implement a number of measures. It 
can: provide financial assistance to its member countries in 
order to help them implement poverty reduction programs, 
create jobs, and boost economic growth; support education 
and healthcare programs in order to improve people’s quality 
of life and reduce poverty; and promote good governance in 
its member countries in order to create a more stable 
and predictable environment for businesses to operate, 
resulting in economic growth and job creation, which 
can help to reduce poverty. In order to achieve its goals, 
the SCO will also need to provide mutual assistance, 
funding and grants for research projects, and develop-
ing and implementing poverty reduction programs. 
The SCO leadership should take the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan’s words seriously, as it will undoubtedly 
assist to promote peace, security, and stability in the 
area. Terrorism, extremism, and religious prejudice 
are all dangers to these goals, which can be mitigated 
by encouraging interfaith communication and under-
standing, as well as advancing human rights and de-
mocracy in its member nations and addressing the 
root causes of these scourges. The SCO has already 
achieved major strides in security cooperation, such 
as counter-terrorism and counter-extremism. Howev-
er, it could do more to cooperate on other security 
issues, such as border security and cyber security, 
combat cyberwarfare and climate change as well as 
building trust and understanding among the people of 
the SCO’s member states, and addressing the root 
causes of conflicts, such terrorism, extremism and in-
tolerance, poverty and inequality, and a lack of opportu-
nity in order to become a major force for peace, secu-
rity, and prosperity in the Eurasian area.

T he Northern Areas is an administrative re-
gion of Pakistan, with its capital in Gilgit. 
It is home to the Karakoram Range, which 

boasts more than sixty peaks with heights above 
7,000 meters. Northern Pakistan, also known as 
Small Pakistan, is a specific tourism region located 
in the northern and northwestern parts of Pakistan. 
It comprises Gilgit-Baltistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
and the Pothohar Plateau in Punjab. The Northern 
Areas are the most remarkable and captivating re-
gion of Pakistan, where the three famous mountain 
ranges, the Hindukush, the Himalayas, and the 
Karakoram, meet. The northern areas of Pakistan 
attract tourists due to their abundance of beautiful 
meadows, snow-capped peaks, mountains, lakes, 
trees, and glaciers. Geographically, the Northern Ar-
eas are administratively divided into two divisions, 
which are further divided into seven districts. The two 
Baltistan districts are Ghanch and Skardu, and the five 
Gilgit districts are Gilgit, Diamer, Ghizer, Astore, and 
Hunza-Nagar. Gilgit-Baltistan is the northernmost re-
gion of Pakistan. The best time to visit the northern ar-
eas is from June to August when the weather is warm, 
and the plants and flowers are in full bloom, providing 
a great experience for nature enthusiasts. The north-
ern areas are generally cold due to their high altitude, 
although the temperature is somewhat higher on the 
Balochistan plateau. The coastal areas are influenced 
by sea breezes. The northern areas of Pakistan have 
been a peaceful tourist region for decades, with only 
a few incidents of harassment reported. Most trav-
elers have had easy and safe experiences in Hunza. 
Chapursan Valley is a remote and beautiful valley in 
the northern areas of Pakistan. The northern areas of 
Pakistan have several features that attract tourists. They 
are blessed with plenty of meadows, snow-capped peaks, 
valleys, mountains, tall trees, lakes, rivers, grassy lands, 
beautiful weather, and snowfall, among others. It is in 
this region that the Himalayas, the Hindu Kush, and the 
Karakoram mountain ranges meet. Hunza Valley is a 
particularly beautiful tourist destination, offering a rich 
history, culture, and colorful traditions. The beautiful 
environment and cool temperatures, even in summer, 
are among the key attractions. The northern areas 
allow visitors to witness the beauty of the world and 
experience different aspects of nature. Islamabad: 

The federal territory of Islamabad is considered part 
of northern Pakistan due to its mountainous region 
straddling the Himalayas, Karakoram, and Hindu Kush 
ranges. It is home to some of the highest peaks and long-
est glaciers outside the Polar Regions.
Murree: A mountain resort city located in the Galyat 
region of the Pir Panjal Range, Murree is known as Paki-
stan’s most recognized hill station. It offers breathtaking 
scenery and a cool climate, making it a popular destina-
tion throughout the year. Naran Kaghan: Situated along 
the flow of the River Kunhar, this valley is renowned 
for its glaciers, crystal-clear lakes, waterfalls, and frosty 
mountain streams. Naran Valley is adjacent to Kaghan 
Valley, and both are collectively referred to as Kaghan-
Naran. Hunza: Among the most beautiful areas of Paki-
stan, Hunza Valley is often called “Heaven on Earth.” It 
is a mountainous valley located in the region of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan and is known for its snow-capped mountains and 
rugged landscapes. Hunza Valley is divided into three re-
gions: Upper Hunza, Central Hunza, and Lower Hunza, 
each consisting of various villages and towns. Khunjer-
ab Pass: The highest pass in Pakistan, Khunjerab Pass 
serves as the border between China and Pakistan. Locat-
ed in the Karakoram Range, it is the highest concrete 
international crossing point and the highest point on the 
Karakoram Highway. Gilgit-Baltistan: A mountainous 
region bordering Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Azad Kashmir, 
China, and India, Gilgit-Baltistan is famous for its natural 
beauty, including snow-capped mountains, cold deserts, 
and lush forests. It is a popular destination for mountain-
eers, trekkers, and landscape enthusiasts. Notable peaks in 
the region include K2, Nanga Parbat, and Rakaposhi. Fairy 
Meadows: Located near the base camp of Nanga Parbat in 
the Diamer District of Gilgit-Baltistan, Fairy Meadows is 
beautiful grassland known for its stunning views and prox-
imity to the ninth tallest mountain in the world. It is sur-
rounded by alpine trees and offers a picturesque setting. 
Skardu: Skardu is a city situated in Gilgit-Baltistan, known 
for its high mountains, blue waters, and rich cultural herit-
age. It serves as a gateway to the Gilgit-Baltistan region and 
offers various attractions, including lakes, forts, and nation-
al parks. Skardu is famous among mountaineers and climb-
ers.Chitral Valley: Located in the northern area of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Chitral Valley is renowned for its natural 
beauty, simplicity of its residents, and unique culture. It 
is nestled in the Hindukush range and offers attractions 

such as forts, polo grounds, and the famous Kalash Val-
ley. Swat Valley: Known as the “Switzerland of Pakistan,” 
Swat Valley is celebrated for its snow-capped mountains 
and scenic landscapes. It has undergone significant se-
curity improvements in recent years, making it a popular 
tourist destination. Mingora, the largest district in Swat, 
offers attractions like the Swat Museum and Mingora 
City Bazaar. Kalam Valley: Located in the northern part 
of the Swat Valley, Kalam Valley is known for its pictur-
esque beauty, stunning mountains, and proximity to the 
Swat River. It offers a unique flora and fauna and is a 
popular destination for nature lovers. Kumrat Valley: Sit-
uated in the Upper Dir district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Kumrat Valley is known for its natural beauty, including 
lush green forests, snow-capped mountains, rivers, and 
waterfalls. It attracts tourists with its foggy mountains 
and captivating scenery. These are just a few of the 
many incredible places to visit in the northern areas of 
Pakistan, each offering its own distinct charm and natu-
ral wonders. The Northern Areas of Pakistan, with its 
administrative capital in Gilgit, is a region of outstanding 
beauty and captivating landscapes. This specific tourism 
region comprises Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Kashmir, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, and the Pothohar Plateau in Punjab. The 
Northern Areas are characterized by the convergence 
of three world-famous mountain ranges: the Hindukush, 
the Himalayas, and the Karakoram. This region attracts 
tourists from around the world due to its abundance of 
stunning meadows, snow peaks, mountains, lakes, and 
glaciers. The Northern Areas of Pakistan are a treas-
ure trove of natural wonders, cultural heritage, and 
warm hospitality. With its diverse range of attractions 
and breathtaking landscapes, this region continues to 
attract tourists from around the world, providing them 
with an unforgettable experience amidst the splendor of 
nature. At the end, I thank to Respected Sir Dr. Muham-
mad Akram Zaheer for his valuable source of guidance 
to write this piece. He generously shared his time and 
knowledge, providing me with valuable feedback and 
constructive criticism that has significantly improved 
the quality of my work. His patience, encouragement, 
and willingness to engage in meaningful discussions 
have been truly inspiring.

—The writer  is BS Health and Nutrition
University of Okara

fatimamushtaq7860@gmail.com

 

 
The Northern Areas are 

the most remarkable 
and captivating region of 
Pakistan, where the three 

famous mountain ranges, the 
Hindukush, the Himalayas, 
and the Karakoram, meet. 

The northern areas of 
Pakistan attract tourists 

due to their abundance of 
beautiful meadows, snow-
capped peaks, mountains, 
lakes, trees, and glaciers. 

Geographically, the Northern 
Areas are administratively 
divided into two divisions, 
which are further divided
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ADDIS ABABA: Sudan’s 
government refused Mon-
day to join a regional 
meeting aimed at ending 
nearly three months of 
brutal fighting, accusing 
Kenya, which chaired the 
talks, of favoring the rival 
paramilitaries. A power 
struggle between Suda-
nese army chief Abdel 
Fattah Al-Burhan and his 
former deputy Mohamed 
Hamdan Daglo, command-
er of the paramilitary Rap-
id Support Forces (RSF), 

spilled into war in mid-
April and has since killed 
thousands of people and 
displaced millions.
The east African regional 
bloc IGAD had invited the 
foes to a meeting in Ethi-
opia’s capital on Monday, 
while fighting still raged 
across Sudan.
Neither Burhan nor Dag-
lo personally attended 
the talks in Addis Ababa, 
although the RSF sent 
a representative to the 
“quartet” meeting led by 
Kenya, South Sudan, Dji-
bouti and Ethiopia.
Since April 15, around 

3,000 people have been 
killed in the violence, ac-
cording to the Armed Con-
flict Location and Event 
Data Project, but the actual 
death toll is believed to be 
much higher as parts of the 
country remain inaccessi-
ble. A further three million 
people have been displaced 
internally or fled across 
borders, according to the 
International Organization 
for Migration.
Multiple diplomatic initi-
atives to halt the fighting 
have produced only brief 
respites, with the UN 
warning on Sunday that 

Sudan was on “the brink 
of a full-scale civil war, 
potentially destabilising 
the entire region.” Previ-
ous truce deals have been 
brokered by Saudi Arabia 
and the United States, but 
the east African bloc now 
seeks to take the lead.
However, on Monday Su-
dan’s foreign ministry said 
its delegation would not 
participate until its request 
to remove Kenya as chair of 
the talks was met.
The ministry had asked 
for “Kenyan President 
William Ruto (to) be re-
placed... in particular be-

cause of his partiality,” 
the statement said.
In a communique re-
leased after Monday’s 
meeting, the quartet not-
ed “the regrettable ab-
sence of the delegation 
of the Sudanese Armed 
Forces in spite of the in-
vitation and confirmation 
of attendance.”
Daglo had sent a political 
adviser to the talks in Ad-
dis Ababa, while the RSF 
in a statement denounced 
“irresponsible behavior” 
on the army’s part.
The quartet agreed to “mo-
bilize and concentrate the 

efforts of all stakeholders 
toward delivering a face-to-
face meeting between the 
leaders of the warring par-
ties,” its statement said.
It also called on the rival 
generals to “immediately 
stop the violence and sign 
an unconditional and indefi-
nite cease-fire.”
IGAD said it would request 
the African Union to look 
into possibly deploying the 
East Africa Standby Force 
— usually tasked with elec-
tion observer missions — in 
Sudan “for the protection 
of civilians and... humani-
tarian access.”

Sudan army refuses to attend talks in Ethiopia
Multiple diplomatic initiatives to halt the fighting have produced only 
brief respites, with the UN warning on Sunday that Sudan was on 'the 
brink of a full-scale civil war, potentially destabilising the entire region'

Briefs
Pakistan gets 

$2 billion 
from Saudi 

Arabia
From PAge 01

exchange reserves at the 
central bank, which had 
dipped to cover barely a 
month of controlled im-
ports. The executive board 
of the IMF will meet on 
July 12 to review the $3 bil-
lion Stand-by Arrangement 
(SBA) for Pakistan, the 
staff-level pact for which 
was finalised last week.
Pakistan was absent from 
an earlier schedule released 
in June, igniting speculation 
that the IMF was not going 
to release funds from an 
earlier programme that ex-
pired on June 30.

Saudi 
supportvital 

for IMF 
deal, says 
Shehbaz
From PAge 01

He emphasized that mutual-
ly rewarding Pakistan-Saudi 
cooperation in key areas, 
including IT, energy, infra-
structure and labour must 
be fast-tracked and aug-
mented. Ambassador Nawaf, 
while expressing satisfac-
tion on the current trajec-
tory of bilateral relations 
between the two brotherly 
countries, noted that Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia were 
bound in a fraternal relation-
ship marked by mutual trust 
and understanding, close 
cooperation, and an abiding 
tradition of supporting each 
other through thick and thin. 
The prime minister reiter-
ated that Pakistan eagerly 
looked forward to the visit of 
the crown prince and prime 
minister  to Pakistan at his 
earliest convenience. – APP 

Zelensky 
says Nato 

‘absurd’ for 
Ukraine...

Form PAge 01
Nato Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg said Kyiv 
would get more military aid 
and security guarantees, an 
easing of formal conditions 
to join, as well as a new 
format of cooperation with 
the alliance, the so-called 
Nato-Ukraine Council.
“I expect allies will send 
a clear, united and posi-
tive message on the path 
towards membership for 
Ukraine,” Stoltenberg 
said on arriving to the 
talks he was due to host. 
US national security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan also 
said the gathering would 
send a “positive signal” 
about Kyiv’s membership 
bid. Zelensky, however, 
spoke against what he saw 
as weak wording around 
Ukraine’s bid for Nato 
membership.
“Uncertainty is weakness. 
And I will openly discuss 
this at the summit,” Zelen-
sky tweeted.
“It’s unprecedented and 
absurd when a time frame 
is not set, neither for the 
invitation nor for Ukraine’s 
membership,” he said on 
the Telegram messaging 
app before joining the sum-
mit as a special guest.
The alliance backs Ukraine 
in its battle against Russia’s 
16-month-old invasion, but 
several members – notably 
US President Joe Biden – 
oppose giving Ukraine a 
timetable for membership.
The summit, in the Lith-
uanian capital Vilnius, is 
taking place as Ukraine’s 
long-awaited counterof-
fensive, which began last 
month, proceeds more 
slowly than hoped.

Nawaz 
moves to 
address 
Fazl’s 

concerns 
From PAge 01

Meanwhile, Nawaz tasked 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif to woo Fazl about 
the Dubai meetings be-
tween the PML-N and PPP 
leadership. Sources di-
vulged that the JUI-F emir 
— the chief of the ruling 
parties alliance Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) — accompanied 
by Minister for Commu-
nication Asad Mehmood, 
called on PM Shehbaz at 
the PM House on Monday.

‘Top cricketers want to 
move to USA,’ says Sami

“There is no better place to live than Pak only if you have money. I moved to the USA because 
there was nothing for longer-format players there. Only players, who play in PSL, feel secure 
in Pak, otherwise, there are plenty of top cricketers who want to move to USA,” he shared

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan’s former Test cricketer 
Sami Aslam claimed that plenty of top crick-
eters in the country want to move to the Unit-
ed States of America (USA) to have a better 
cricket future.  In 2020, Sami left Pakistan 
and pursued professional cricket in the USA. 
The left-handed batter, who represented Paki-
stan in 13 Tests and four ODIs, had said that 
he left the country due to lack of opportuni-
ties.  In a recent interview, Sami shared that 
top Pakistani cricketers contact him in search 
of better opportunities in the USA.
“There is no better place to live than Pa-
kistan only if you have money. I moved to 
the USA because there was nothing for 
longer-format players there. Only players, 
who play in the PSL, feel secure in Paki-
stan, otherwise, there are plenty of top 
cricketers who want to move to the USA,” 
he shared.  Sami was roped in by Major 

League Cricket (MLC) and got a three-
year contract. He was also granted ‘Green 
Card’ within six months. “Even if you play 

the whole domestic season in Pakistan, you 
don’t make as much money as you make 
here for playing in just a small event. Re-

cently, 20-30 cricketers from Pakistan came 
here to play a tournament, they earned 
much more than what players get after play-
ing a complete domestic season of three to 
four months in Pakistan,” he mentioned.  
“Currently, there are not many openings 
for players because the management here 
is not offering contracts. We came in the 
first lot of players from Pakistan who got 
contracts,” he concluded. 
It must be noted here that Sami will rep-
resent Texas Super Kings (TSK) in the 
upcoming inaugural edition of MLC, 
starting on July 14. TSK is backed by the 
owners of the Indian Premier League (IP-
L)’s five-time champion franchise Chen-
nai Super Kings (CSK).  Apart from Sami, 
Ehsan Adil and Hammad Azam (MI New 
York), Imad Wasim and Azam Khan (Seat-
tle Orcas), Shadab Khan and Haris Rauf 
(San Francisco Unicorns), Saif Badar 
(Los Angeles Knight Riders) will also be 
seen in action during MLC season one. 

Massive 
potential in 
Pak-China 
ties, says 

Ahsan Iqbal
From PAge 01

remarkable endeavour that 
symbolizes the deep-rooted 
ties between China and Pa-
kistan. He recalled that this 
monumental project, initiat-
ed under the visionary lead-
ership of President Xi and 
the then Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Nawaz Sharif, had 
been instrumental in trans-
forming the economic land-
scape of the region. It has 
fostered connectivity, en-
hanced trade, and opened 
up new avenues for shared 
prosperity.
The Minister emphasized 
that CPEC is the topmost 
national priority of the Pa-
kistan-China All-Weather 
Strategic Cooperative Part-
nership and these avenues 
provided an opportunity to 
consolidate successes and 
further enhance potential 
future cooperation.
Ahsan Iqbal reiterated Paki-
stan’s commitment to pro-
vide consistent policies and 
conducive environment for 
Chinese companies and cit-
izens working in Pakistan. 

IMF 
approves 
external 

financing 
plan

Form PAge 01
Pakistan would receive 
$50 million each from the 
Asian Development Bank 
and the World Bank. It also 
included in its external 
financing plan the $350 
million pledged during the 
Geneva Conference.
Pakistan is waiting for 
the IMF Executive Board 
meeting in which the gov-
ernment is expecting that 
the recently agreed upon 
$3 billion IMF loan will be 
approved. However, there 
is no mention of Pakistan 
in the scheduled meeting 
of the Fund on July 12.

PPP 
proposes 
Aug 8 for 

assemblies’ 
dissolution

From PAge 01
and different political par-
ties. He vowed to make pub-
lic the recommendations of 
the parliamentary body.
The statements came a day 
after Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah said the assem-
blies could be dissolved ear-
lier than the scheduled date 
of August 13 to “facilitate” 
the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP).

Pak highly 
values 

brotherly 
ties with 

China
From PAge 01

trajectory in Pakistan-China 
ties and deepening econom-
ic and financial relationship, 
Shehbaz Sharif thanked China 
for its support for Pakistan’s 
economic stability and ex-
pressed his firm commitment 
to further deepen develop-
ment cooperation between 
the two countries under the 
rubric of Global Development 
Initiative and CPEC.
Conveying the best wishes 
and felicitations of the Chi-
nese government for Pa-
kistan, Ms. Pang Chunxue 
underscored that Pakistan 
is an All-weather Strategic 
Cooperative Partner of Chi-
na and a time-tested friend.
She highlighted that Chi-
nese government and the 
Communist Party of China 
accorded a special place 
to Pakistan in its neighbor-
hood diplomacy and looked 
forward to further deepen-
ing relationship in all fields 
of bilateral cooperation.
Thanking the Prime Min-
ister for his virtual partic-
ipation in the first High 
Level Forum on Global 
Development Initiative, the 
Chinese Charge d’ Affaires 
expressed China’s resolve 
to implement GDI projects 
in Pakistan as envisaged 
by the leadership of two 
countries. Ms Pang Chunx-
ue underscored that CPEC 
is a flagship project of the 
Belt and Road Initiative and 
that Chinese leadership 
would continue support-
ing Pakistan’s efforts for 
developing CPEC as the 
high-quality demonstra-
tion project of the BRI.

Ahsan, Hamza 
depart for 

U21 Snooker 
Championship

 

LAHORE: Pakistani cueists Ahsan Ramzan and Hamza 
Ilyas have departed for Saudi Arabia to participate in 
the World U21 Snooker Championship which is start-
ing today.  Ahsan, who won the Asian Under-21 Snook-
er Championship earlier this month, accompanied by 
Hamza, national age-group snooker champion, trained 
in Lahore for the championship.  Ahsan will face Tirdad 
Azadipour of Iran tomorrow in his first match. The Pa-
kistan cueist had beaten Azadipour in Asian Under-21 
Snooker Championship's semi-final earlier last month. 
On the other hand, Hamza will meet Iraq's Umar Al Fa-
had in the morning whereas India's Arav Sancheti in the 
evening tomorrow.  Ahsan defeated Iran's Malad Pour-
ali by five-two in the final. The young Pakistani cueist 
looked favourite from the start as he took the lead of 4-0 
by winning the first four frames convincingly. Despite a 
very strong comeback by the Irani as he won the fifth and 
sixth frames, Ramzan did not lose his grip on the game 
and finished the game by winning the seventh frame and 
claiming the title. He won the match with frame scores 
of 48-46, 70-5, 61-6, 62-29, 30-71, 55-67, 101-27. – DNA

LONDON: Markéta Vondroušováin action during her match against Pegula in Winbledon 2023. –DNA

England name squad 
for fourth Ashes Test

LONDON: England named an unchanged squad for the fourth Ashes Test against Australia, which will take place at Old 
Trafford from July 19-23, the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) announced on Tuesday.
After losing the first two Tests, England made a comeback in the series with a three-wicket win at Headingley last week.
England need a victory in the fourth Test in Manchester to keep the series alive ahead of the fifth Test at the 
Oval in London. Earlier, England captain Ben Stokes opened up about the thrilling run-chase in the third Test. 
"I'm not going to lie, I was a bit nervous at the end," Stokes said. "We knew we needed to win this one to keep 
alive our hopes of winning the Ashes. "I walked about two kilometres around the Headingley dressing room 
in the last half-hour, I didn't actually watch the last 20 runs being scored. It's a completely different place 
when you cant do anything, you can't influence the game any more. "You're left watching and hoping things 
are going to go your way. Because of where the series was at before this game started the whole performance 
with bat, ball, field — it was just an unbelievable effort from everybody."
Meanwhile, Australia captain Pat Cummins said that he has thoroughly enjoyed the series so far.
"We were in control when Moeen (Ali) got Marnus Labuschagne and Steve Smith and we just needed to keep 
going," Cummins said. "Unfortunately it happens. I thought getting up to 250 gave us something pretty com-
petitive to bowl at but it wasn't quite enough. "It is still 2-1. We take each Test in its own right. They have 
been a great watch so far. It's great cricket. I actually really enjoy being out there."

England squad:
Ben Stokes (captain), Moeen Ali, James Anderson, Jonathan Bairstow, Stuart Broad, Harry Brook, Zak Crawley, 
Ben Duckett, Dan Lawrence, Ollie Robinson, Joe Root, Josh Tongue, Chris Woakes, Mark Wood. – Agencies

ICC Player of the  
Month winners revealed

web desK

SHARJAH: Sri Lanka’s Wanindu Hasa-
ranga and Australia’s Ashleigh Gard-
ner won the ICC Player of the Month 
awards for June on Tuesday.
Hasaranga claimed 26 wickets during 
the month at an average of just 10.00. 
He also became the first spinner to 
take three consecutive five-wicket 
hauls in ODI cricket during the on-
going ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
Qualifier in Zimbabwe.

“I am extremely happy with this 
award, and it comes at an important 
moment for Sri Lanka Cricket, after 
we made it to the Cricket World Cup 
in India. I am privileged and honoured 
to have been chosen as the ICC Men’s 
Player of the Month,” said Hasaranga.
Australia Travis Head and Zimbabwe’s 
Sean Williams were also in the run-
ning for the award in the men’s cate-
gory. Meanwhile, four wickets for 99 
in the first innings and match-winning 
figures of eight for 66 in the second 
in the Test match against England en-

sured that Gardner won the award in 
the women’s category.
“Thank you to everyone who voted 
me the ICC Women’s Player of the 
Month. “To win an Ashes Test match 
at Trent Bridge was a special moment 
for our team and I’m happy I was able 
to contribute towards the win.
“Winning a Test match overseas is 
one of the biggest challenges in crick-
et, it’s certainly a game that we will 
remember for a long time to come.
“The women’s Ashes series has seen 
record-breaking crowds in England, 
it’s an exciting time for our sport and 
I’m thrilled to be part of it.”
Gardner won her third Player of the 
Month award after beating Tammy 
Beaumont of England and Hayley Mat-
thews of the West Indies.

Tottenham sign 
winger from 

Shakhtar Donetsk
LONDON: Tottenham have signed Manor Solomon from 
Shakhtar Donetsk on a on a five-year deal. The 23-year-old 
Israel winger spent last season on loan at Fulham, where 
he scored five goals in 24 appearances. Solomon becomes 
Tottenham's fourth signing of the summer after winger De-
jan Kulusevski, goalkeeper Guglielmo Vicario and England 
midfielder James Maddison. The deal is reported to be a free 
transfer. Tottenham finished eighth in the Premier League 
last season and missed out on European qualification.
Solomon joined Fulham on loan from Shakhtar after ex-
ercising a Fifa rule allowing Ukraine-based players to sus-
pend their contracts. The rule, applying to players who 
are not Ukrainian nationals, was introduced by the world 
governing body following the invasion by Russia. Solomon's 
performances helped Fulham to a 10th-placed Premier 
League finish and manager Marco Silva was keen to keep 
him. He has 35 caps for Israel and has scored seven goals 
since making his international debut in 2018.
Shakhtar Donetsk is trying to negotiate with Tottenham over 
a fee for losing Solomon to the Premier League since last 
month when the side threatened to sue Spurs if they tried to 
sign Solomon on a free transfer. “We are sure Tottenham ex-
ecutives understand that Shakhtar invested significant money 
in the Solomon transfer, an investment that Ukrainian clubs in 
our difficult position simply cannot afford to lose,” Shakhtar 
Donetsk CEO Sergei Palkin told The Athletic. Regardless, 
Solomon will be able to line up against his former teammates 
next month, when Spurs host Shakhtar in a friendly at the Tot-
tenham Hotspur Stadium on Sunday, August 6. – Agencies
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Iran 

president’s 
Africa tour 

delayed
NAIROBI: Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi will kick 
off his Africa tour a day late 
on Wednesday, the foreign 
ministry in Nairobi said 
after he failed to appear 
at a press event. The rare 
visit to Kenya, Uganda and 
Zimbabwe marks the latest 
diplomatic effort by the 
Islamic Republic to forge 
new alliances and ease its 
international isolation. The 
three-day trip will be the 
first by an Iranian president 
to Africa in 11 years. Raisi 
was scheduled to hold a 
press conference with Ken-
yan President William Ruto 
on Tuesday morning, but 
neither showed up. “The 
schedule of the president 
has now been reviewed to 
allow for finalization of key 
MoUs (memoranda of un-
derstanding) that are cen-
tral to the furtherance of 
relations,” Kenya’s foreign 
ministry said.—APP

Kuwait 
Finance 
Minister 

resigns after 
3 months 

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait’s 
Finance Minister Manaf 
Abdulaziz Al Hajri has sub-
mitted his resignation af-
ter three months in office 
the Kuwait News Agency 
KUNA reported.   The 
resignation was approved 
by Ahmed Al-Sadoun, Ku-
wait’s national assembly 
speaker during a meeting 
on Tuesday.  Al Hajri was 
appointed as finance min-
ister in April by the prime 
minister during the cabinet 
reshuffle.  A general elec-
tion in September had deliv-
ered a mandate for change, 
bringing 27 new lawmakers 
to the 50-member assembly.  
However, in March, Kuwait’s 
Constitutional Court an-
nulled the decree dissolving 
the previous parliament and 
reinstated it.—APP

UK 
unemployment 

climbs as 
inflation weighs 
LONDON: UK unemploy-
ment rose back to four per-
cent in the three months 
to the end of May, official 
data showed Tuesday, as 
the economy struggles with 
stubbornly-high inflation.
The unemployment rate 
increased from 3.8 percent 
in the three months to the 
end of April, the Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) 
said in a statement. The 
rate was back at four per-
cent for the first time since 
the start of 2022. Analysts’ 
consensus had been for 
unemployment to remain 
at 3.8 percent. Despite 
the rise, finance minister 
Jeremy Hunt said Britain’s 
“jobs market is strong with 
unemployment low by his-
torical standards”.   The 
ONS added that pay exclud-
ing bonuses had risen at 
record levels. “Due to high 
inflation, however, the real 
value of weekly earnings 
are still falling, although 
now at its slowest rate since 
the end of 2021,” noted 
Darren Morgan, director of 
economic statistics at the 
ONS.—APP

Chinese, 
PCJCCI discuss 
low-cost energy 

projects
LAHORE: A Chinese dele-
gation from Huzhou visited 
Pakistan China Joint Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (PCJCCI) to discuss 
the scope of investment in 
low-cost energy projects 
here at PCJCCI Secretariat 
on Tuesday. The delegation 
was headed by Gan Mei-
lin, Chairman, Xiandeng, 
Hi-Tech Electric Co. On this 
occasion, PCJCCI President 
Moazzam Ghurki said, “We 
are fully confident that the 
future of China-Pakistan rela-
tionship is broad and bright.” 
He said that low-priced en-
ergy was produced in Chi-
na through incineration of 
waste materials. This model 
could prove to be a solution 
to energy crisis and environ-
ment pollution in Pakistan. 
He also said that many Chi-
nese companies were willing 
to invest in Municipal Solid 
Waste (MSW) incineration for 
power generation. Gan Meilin, 
Chairman, Xiandeng, Hi-Tech 
Electric Co said that in Paki-
stan about 3,000  MW electric-
ity could be generated using 
agricultural residue.—DNA

Zong, Sehat 
Kahani join 

hands 
dna

ISLAMABAD: Zong 4G, 
Pakistan’s leading telecom-
munications operator an-
nounced a partnership with 
Sehat Kahani, a pioneering 
telemedicine platform to 
extend the reach of tele-
medicine services across 
Pakistan.  The new collabo-
ration was launched during 
a contract signing ceremo-
ny held here, said a news re-
lease on Tuesday. The con-
tract signing between Zong 
4G and Sehat Kahani marks 
an important milestone in 
their partnership.  The cer-
emony was attended by the 
presence of Dr. Sara Saeed 
Khurram, CEO of Sehat Ka-
hani, and representatives 
from Zong 4G. Through this 
collaboration, Zong 4G and 
Sehat Kahani aim to extend 
the reach of telemedicine 
services across Pakistan. 
Telemedicine has emerged 
as a game-changer in health-
care, allowing patients to 
consult healthcare profes-
sionals remotely, thereby 
reducing the barriers of 
distance and time.  By har-
nessing Zong 4G’s robust 
network infrastructure and 
Sehat Kahani’s innovative 
telemedicine platform, in-
dividuals in even the most 
remote regions will have ac-
cess to quality healthcare. 
This year, Sehat Kahani and 
Zong 4G plan to increase 
awareness on a diverse 
selection of topics in the 
area of health and mental 
well-being. Their focus will 
be on oncology, water & 
airborne diseases, mental 
well-being, and lastly, moth-
er and child health. Zong 
4G and Sehat Kahani have a 
long-standing relationship, 
having previously collabo-
rated on various sustaina-
bility initiatives. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
two organizations joined 
forces to provide free on-
line consultations, ensuring 
access to healthcare during 
challenging times. Further-
more, in the wake of the 
devastating floods that hit 
Pakistan in 2022, Sehat 
Kahani, with unwavering 
support from Zong 4G, 
established medical relief 
camps in the affected areas. 
This initiative showcased 
their commitment to deliv-
ering healthcare services to 
those in dire need. Dr. Sara 
Saeed Khurram expressed 
her enthusiasm by speaking 
about the partnership, say-
ing, “We are thrilled to part-
ner with Zong 4G to further 
strengthen our mission of 
providing accessible health-
care to all Pakistanis. This 
collaboration will enable us 
to expand our telemedicine 
services and significantly im-
pact the lives of millions.”

NHMP making 
dedicated 
efforts to 
control 

accidents 
ISLAMABAD: National 
Highway and Motorway 
Police (NHMP) have been 
making dedicated efforts 
to control accidents on 
motorways and federalized 
highways by ensuring strict 
enforcement of traffic laws.
An official of NHMP told 
APP on Tuesday that strict 
enforcement of law under 
National Highways Safety 
Ordinance 2000 and imposi-
tion of fines under section 
79 of NHSP, 2000 against 
violators specially involved 
in careless driving, over 
speeding, lane violation etc 
were among the steps taken 
to control accidents.
He said that FIRs under sec-
tion 279 and other relevant 
sections of Pakistan Penal 
Code were also lodged 
against the violators found 
in rash or negligent driving. 
The official said that exten-
sive use of day and night 
speed checking cameras 
was being done to avoid 
accidents due to over 
speeding.  Moreover, he 
said that checking of tyres 
with treads and air pressure 
gauges were also being 
done at toll plazas to pre-
vent tyre burst accidents. 
He said that anti-dozing 
points were established 
to avoid accidents due to 
dozing at the wheel.  In 
addition to that surprise 
and random checking of 
vehicles at night time to 
check the physical status of 
drivers was being done, he 
added.  He said that  road 
safety seminars and walks 
at the beat and sector lev-
el were arranged on road 
side hotel/ pumps and truck 
stations to inform drivers 
regarding road safety. The 
NHMP official said that sem-
inars, walks/counselling and 
briefing sessions were also 
conducted for the drivers re-
garding mechanical fitness of 
the vehicles.—APP

ICCI Tourism Summit will have 
positive impact on tourism 

He said that tourism is not only an industry that promotes economic 
growth and development, but is a bridge that connects different cultures
faisal sheiKh

ISLAMABAD () Ambas-
sadors of Bangladesh and 
Nepal have said that the 
ICCI International Tourism 
Summit 2023 is a very suc-
cessful effort to promote 
tourism.Joint efforts are 
needed to promote tourism 
in the entire South Asian 
region including Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Nepal.The 
northern regions of Paki-
stan are not only exemplary 
in their beauty, but their im-
portance increases further 
with the vast business op-
portunities. they expressed 

these views while express-
ing his views regarding the 
ICCI International Summit.
Bangladeshi High Com-
missioner Md. Ruhul Alam 
Siddique has said that I 
congratulate the President 
Islamabad Chamber and 
his entire team for the suc-
cessful organization of the 
“First ICCI Tourism Sum-
mit Skardu 2023”.The ini-
tiative taken by the Islama-
bad Chamber to provide an 
opportunity to see the nat-
ural beauty of the northern 
regions has not only had a 
positive impact on the tour-
ism industry of Pakistan but 
also improved the cordial 

relationship between the Is-
lamabad Chamber and the 
High Commission.He said 
that there is a huge poten-
tial for tourism in the South 
Asia region. All the neigh-
boring countries including 
Pakistan, Bangladesh need 
joint measures to attract 
tourists from other regions 
of the world. Regarding the 
summit, Tapas Adhikari, 
Nepal’s ambassador to Pa-
kistan, said that Pakistan 
has a rich tourism heritage 
which can create tremen-
dous economic opportuni-
ties, boost employment and 
increase income.Islamabad 
Chamber’s initiatives to 

expand the beautiful tour-
ist destinations of Pakistan 
for economic activities and 
promote tourism are com-
mendable.The first ICCI 
Tourism Summit in Skar-
du 2023 was a milestone 
to promote tourism in 
the Gilgit-Baltistan region 
which has the world’s high-
est peaks in the Himalayas, 
Karakoram Range and Hin-
du Kush Mountains.I at-
tended the summit with the 
rest of the diplomatic com-
munity and witnessed the 
hospitality, natural beauty, 
culture, history, food and 
agricultural products of the 
region. President Islama-

bad Chamber of Commerce 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawarisaid 
that I am extremely grateful 
to the foreign ambassadors 
for participating in the ICCI 
International Tourism Sum-
mit. Without their partici-
pation,we can not hold this 
summit successfully.I am 
happy that we have been able 
to present this best region of 
Pakistan to the world.The 
ambassadors of Turkey, Ma-
laysia, Bangladesh, Sudan, 
Syria, Somalia, Maldives and 
other countries participat-
ing in the summit reviewed 
the beauty of the northern 
region and business oppor-
tunities.I hope the results 

of this concerted effort of 
the Islamabad Chamber will 
come out soon.He said that 
the success of Skardu as a 
tourist destination is not only 
dependent on government 
policies and infrastructure 
but also requires collective 
efforts of all of us.As ambas-
sadors, government officials 
and civil society members, 
we have a shared responsi-
bility to promote Skardu as 
a model for sustainable tour-
ism. He said that tourism is 
not only an industry that pro-
motes economic growth and 
development, but is a bridge 
that connects different cul-
tures.
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Pakistan Embassy in Tokyo is extending full cooperation to city gov-
ernments in Japan to enhance export of manpower from Pakistan to 
Japan under various agreements. In this regard, today Ambassador 

Raza Bashir Tarar and Mayor of Biratori city in Hokkaido exchanged 
friendship (1/2)—DNA

Call on Permanent Representative of Pakistan, Ambassador Munir Akram by Mr. Samuel Rizk, Resident Representative of 
UNDP Pakistan & ASG Kanni Wignaraja, UNDP Asia Pacific Director, in NewYork.—DNA

China-Pakistan to set up 
a disaster observation 

research Center
dna

ISLAMABAD In a move 
to enhance collaboration 
on natural disaster mon-
itoring, China-Pakistan 
Joint Research Center 
on Earth Sciences will 
set up a natural disaster 
observation and research 
center in the Karakoram 
Mountains together with 
Karakoram Internation-
al University. This was 
stated by Hong Tian-
hua, Executive Director 
and Researcher of the 
Joint Research Center 
at a panel meeting with 
China-SCO Geosciences 
Cooperation Research 
Center and the All-Paki-
stan Chinese Enterpris-
es Association (APCEA) 
held here online, China 
Economic Net (CEN) re-
ported on Tuesday.
“The research center in 
Pakistan, to be complet-
ed in Passu, GB within 
3 years, will monitor 
glacial lake outbursts, 
glacier debris f low, and 
landslides by analyz-
ing the data of glaciers, 
snow cover, meteorolo-

gy, hydrology and soil”, 
Hong Tianhua added. 
China-Pakistan Joint Re-
search Center on Earth 
Sciences, established 
by Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS) and High-
er Education Commis-
sion of Pakistan, serves 
as a bridge for bilateral 
cooperation on such ar-
eas as natural disasters, 
ecological environment, 
resource development 
and sustainable develop-
ment of CPEC.
Last year, in the fight 
against the floods, the 
CPEC multi-factor data-
base and data manage-
ment and information 
service system of the 
Joint Research Center 
played an indispensable 
role by sharing 26 data 
sets regarding the del-
uge.Building on it, the 
Joint Research Center 
will also set up a Digital 
CPEC platform this year, 
Mr. Hong Tianhua told 
the audience. 
“The Digital CPEC plat-
form will support the ac-
quisition, preservation, 
sharing and utilization 
of data on ecological en-

vironment and disaster 
prevention and reduction 
of CPEC”, he added.
Geological cooperation 
is incorporated in the 
China-Pakistan Joint 
Statement signed in Nov. 
2022. Against the back-
drop of evolving climate 
change, it is becoming 
ever more imperative for 
countries to join hands in 
geological research. For 
China and Pakistan, the 
momentum is pacing up. 
Permanent Secretary 
He Zhixin of China-SCO 
Geosciences Coopera-
tion Research Center 
said that the Center has 
signed five agreements 
with Pakistan and carried 
out cooperation in terms 
of comparative studies of 
basic geology, construc-
tion and sharing of geo-
logical database for en-
vironmental geology and 
hydrogeology, geological 
sample analysis tech-
niques and other areas of 
mutual interest.
More than 100 young 
technicians have been 
trained through various 
forms such as technical 
training courses, jointly 

implemented projects, 
academic education and 
visiting scholar pro-
grams, he shared.
“In the next step, we 
will work together with 
China-Pakistan Joint Re-
search Center on Earth 
Sciences to deepen prac-
tical cooperation with 
Pakistan in the field of 
geoscience”, he said. 
At the meeting, Chi-
na-SCO Geosciences 
Cooperation Research 
Center and China-Pa-
kistan Joint Research 
Center on Earth Scienc-
es donated a book enti-
tled Pakistan in the Eyes 
of Geologists to APCEA. 
According to APCEA 
chairman Mr. Yang Jian-
duo, the book, published 
in January 2023, allows 
readers to gain deeper 
insights into Pakistan 
by taking them from the 
south all the way to the 
north of Pakistan along 
with the geological inves-
tigators.  The book will 
also be translated into 
English and Urdu to ena-
ble more readers to have 
a better understanding of 
the resource-rich land. 

GCC, Russia 
keen to enhance 

cooperation
web desK

MOSCOW: Ministers from the Gulf states and Russia have 
stressed the importance of concerted efforts to achieve peace, 
security, stability and prosperity across the world, a joint Gulf Co-
operation Council-Russian statement said on Monday. The state-
ment came after the sixth joint ministerial meeting of strategic 
dialogue between the GCC countries and Russia held in Moscow. 
GCC countries are keen to enhance all forms of cooperation 
with Russia, secretary-general of the GCC, Jassim Al-Budaiwi, 
said. Both sides stressed the importance of supporting the glob-
al econoy and preserving the stability of the global oil market, 
the statement said. The Gulf countries and Russia also praised 
the successful efforts of the OPEC+ countries in this regard, and 
said there needed to be continued cooperation of all participating 
countries to adhere to the OPEC+ agreement in a way that served 
the interests of the global economy. The GCC secretary-gener-
al said that cooperation with Russia within the OPEC+ group 
has had a positive impact on the oil market. The position of 
the GCC on the Russia-Ukraine war is aligned with established 
UN conventions and principles, Al-Budaiwi said. He added that 
Gulf Arab states back the UN principle of non-interference in 
the internal affairs of states, as well as any and all mediation 
efforts to bring an end to the conflict. Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov expressed his country’s welcoming of the 
rapprochement between Gulf states and Iran, and the reintro-
duction of Syria to the Arab League.

FPCCI welcomes 
Pak, Kazakhstan 

direct air link
dna

LAHORE: Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI) Tuesday welcomed com-
mencing of a direct air link between Pakistan and Ka-
zakhstan as it would help enhance bilateral economic 
cooperation and prove to be a milestone in forging mutual 
business and economic integration with Kazakhstan and 
other Central Asian states. FPCCI President Irfan Iqbal 
Shiekh told the media here that direct flights would increase 
the possibilities of economic cooperation between the two 
countries. Two flights in a week from Almaty, the industrial 
hub of Kazakhstan to Lahore would help enhance econom-
ic activities. Irfan Iqbal said the Kazakhstan Ambassador to 
Pakistan Yerzan Kistafin deserved appreciation for playing 
an important role in the launch of a direct air link between 
the two brotherly countries. He said that economic relations 
between the two countries would improve further with the 
start of direct flights. He said the business community of 
Pakistan considered that the step would positively impact 
trade relations with Kazakhstan and Central Asia. Sheikh 
expressed his views by highlighting its positive impact on 
various aspects of the bilateral relationship between Ka-
zakhstan and Pakistan. He emphasized that introducing a 
direct air flight between our two nations would bring about 
a transformative change, fostering increased trade, cultural 
exchange, and mutual understanding. He said the direct air 
route between Kazakhstan and Pakistan was pivotal in en-
hancing commercial activities and bolstering bilateral trade. 
By providing a convenient and efficient means of transpor-
tation, this direct flight would undoubtedly encourage 
entrepreneurs, traders, tourists and investors from both 
countries to explore new opportunities, expand their op-
erations, and forge stronger economic ties. In addition to 
its economic significance, Irfan Iqbal Sheikh underscored 
the importance of cultural exchange between Kazakhstan 
and Pakistan. The direct air flight will facilitate more sig-
nificant interactions between people from both nations, 
immersing them in each other’s vibrant cultural heritage. 
This exchange would undoubtedly foster more profound 
understanding, appreciation, and friendship between 
the two countries, he added.

Sakinah Care 
marks World 

Population 
Day 

ISLAMABAD: Sakinah 
Care, a prominent health-
care organization ded-
icated to improving re-
productive health and 
empowering women, joins 
the global community in 
observing World Popula-
tion Day 2023. This signif-
icant occasion serves as a 
reminder of the challenges 
and possibilities associated 
with global population and 
reproductive health. With 
an unwavering commit-
ment to enhancing mater-
nal, newborn, and infant 
health for Pakistan’s most 
vulnerable population, 
Sakinah Care strives to en-
sure that every woman has 
access to the necessary 
resources and support to 
make informed decisions 
about their reproductive 
well-being. Through com-
prehensive initiatives and 
advocacy.— APP
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DNA

PESHAWAR: Information Minister Marri-
yum Aurangzeb said on Tuesday that jour-
nalist Azam Chaudhry — who is reported to 
have claimed he was “taken off air” from 
the Pakistan Television Corporation (PTV) 
for asking a question related to press free-
dom from the prime minister — was never 
an employee of the state-run broadcaster.
“He is and has only been a member of an 
issues-based analyst pool for PTV. He has 
not been removed from this pool and has 
not been asked to leave. Nothing of the sort 
has been communicated to him,” the min-
ister said. Aurangzeb’s clarification comes 
after several local media outlets reported 
that Chaudhry, who is also the president of 
the Lahore Press Club, was “told he was no 
longer with PTV”. According to a report pub-
lished in the Express Tribune, the journalist 
received the message after he attended a 
press conference in Lahore, where he had 
asked a question from Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif regarding “diminishing space for 
freedom of speech” in the country.

The report said Chaudhry had asked a two-
part question from the premier in which he 
had pointed out restrictions on the media 
across the country and enquired when these 
curbs would end. In response to the jour-
nalist, the premier had expressed his disap-
proval of the restriction but then deflected 
the query to Aurangzeb. The Express Trib-
une report quoted Chaudhry as saying that 
“he was informed that PTV would be doing 
a panel program from the Governor House 
after the PM’s press conference, where he 
would also be joined by Sajjad Mir and Sal-
man Ghani”. But he was told after the press 
conference that he was “off aired and told 
that he was no longer with PTV”.
“The journalist said that he was part of the 
pioneer team of the program ‘Ba-Khaber’ 
that started airing last year. He added that 
according to the last communication he had 
with PTV, he was not with them officially 
as there was nothing given to him in writ-
ing as he was on contract and they were 
not bound to give him any written intima-
tion,” the report added. Responding to the 
reports today, Aurangzeb said they were 
“completely false and baseless”. 

Govt denies sacking journalist
for asking PM tough question 

Briefs
Japan: 3 die 
as island hit 
by ‘heaviest’ 

rainfall
DNA

TOKYO: Three people were 
killed and three others 
are missing in flooding in 
southwest Japan caused by 
the region’s “heaviest” rain 
ever. Rivers overflowed and 
hillsides collapsed as re-
cord amounts of rain were 
dumped on parts of Kyushu 
island. The national weath-
er agency logged 402.5mm 
falling in Kurume on Mon-
day, the highest ever re-
corded in the city.
Roads and powerlines were 
cut, and thousands were 
ordered to evacuate as fur-
ther downpours were ex-
pected. Satoshi Sugimoto, 
of the Japanese Meteoro-
logical Agency, said he be-
lieved the downpours were 
“the heaviest ever experi-
enced” in the region.
At least three people died 
in the flooding but the toll 
could rise, government 
spokesman Hirokazu Mat-
suno told AFP news agency. 
Three people were missing 
in some of the remotest are-
as of the island. “We express 
our condolences to those 
who died, and our heartfelt 
sympathy towards those 
who were affected by the 
disaster,” Mr Matsuno said.

Twitter better 
for ‘freedom 
of speech’: 

Taliban official
DNA

KABUL:  Twitter owner 
Elon Musk’s freewheeling 
approach to the platform’s 
handling of censorship has 
won support from an unlike-
ly quarter — Afghanistan’s 
Taliban. Anas Haqqani, a 
senior Taliban leader with-
out an official portfolio, said 
late on Monday that Twitter 
had “two important advan-
tages” over other social me-
dia platforms following the 
launch of Meta-owned rival 
Threads. “The first privilege 
is the freedom of speech. 
The second privilege is the 
public nature and credibility 
of Twitter,” he tweeted.
“Twitter doesn’t have an 
intolerant policy like Meta. 
Other platforms cannot re-
place it.” The remarks drew 
an angry reaction from 
some users, who noted the 
Taliban government did 
not allow its own citizens 
the same rights. The Talib-
an had a low-key presence 
on social media until they 
stormed back to power in 
August 2021. Before that, 
many of their accounts — 
and those of sympathisers 
— were frequently blocked 
as fast as they were created.

North Korea 
condemns 
US cluster 

munitions plan
SEOUL: North Korea on 
Tuesday condemned U.S. 
President Joe Biden’s 
decision to send cluster 
munitions to Ukraine as 
a “criminal act” and de-
manded an immediate 
withdrawal of the plan.
The fact that Biden had 
admitted it was a difficult 
decision showed he was 
aware of the disastrous 
consequences of the use 
of cluster munitions, North 
Korean Foreign Minister 
Choe Son Hui said in a 
statement carried by the 
official KCNA news agency.
“I, on behalf of the DPRK 
government, vehemently 
denounce the U.S. deci-
sion to offer WMD (weap-
ons of mass destruction) 
to Ukraine as a dangerous 
criminal act to bring a new 
calamity to the world, and 
strongly demand the U.S. 
withdraw the decision im-
mediately,” she said.
DPRK refers to the 
North’s official name, the 
Democratic People’s Re-
public of Korea.
Reclusive North Korea has 
forged closer ties with the 
Kremlin and backed Mos-
cow after it invaded Ukraine 
in February last year.
“The U.S. has made a very 
dangerous choice ... which 
brings to light once again 
its true colours as de-
stroyer of peace regarding 
aggression and massacre 
as its national policy and 
mode of existence,” Choe 
said. – Agencies

Russian 
top military 

official 
shot dead 

MOSCOW:  A Russian mil-
itary official who had com-
manded a submarine in the 
Black Sea and appeared on a 
Ukrainian blacklist of alleged 
war criminals has been shot 
dead by an unknown assassin 
while on his morning run. 
Russia’s top investigative 
body said Stanislav Rzhitsky, 
42, was gunned down early 
on Monday in the southern 
city of Krasnodar. Rzhitsky’s 
address and personal details 
appeared on the Ukrainian 
website Myrotvorets (Peace-
maker), a vast unofficial data-
base of people considered to 
be enemies of Ukraine. On 
Tuesday the word “Liquidat-
ed”, in red letters, had been 
superimposed on his pho-
tograph on the site. Anton 
Gerashchenko, a Ukrainian 
interior ministry adviser, 
tweeted that Russian me-
dia were pointing the fin-
ger at Ukraine. –  DNA

Indian Supreme Court to 
hear pleas on daily basis
“Hearing to commence on August 2 at 10:30 am and then proceed on 
a day-to-day basis,” the report quoted the Indian apex court as saying

Article 370 abrogation

monitoring desK

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court of In-
dia has decided to conduct “day-to-day” 
hearings on a set of petitions challenging 
the abrogation of occupied Kashmir’s 
special status from August 2, Indian me-
dia outlets reported on Tuesday. In 2019, 
India’s ruling Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) had revoked occupied Kashmir’s 
special status by repealing Article 370 of 
the constitution. The move allowed peo-
ple from the rest of the country to have 
the right to acquire property in occupied 
Kashmir and settle there permanently.
Article 370 had limited the power of the 

Indian parliament to impose laws in the 
state, apart from matters of defence, for-
eign affairs and communications.
Kashmiris, international organisations and 
critics of India’s Hindu nationalist-led gov-
ernment had termed the move an attempt 
to dilute the demographics of Muslim-ma-
jority Kashmir with Hindu settlers.
According to The Indian Express, a 
five-member bench — headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India DY Chandrachud — took up the 
petitions questioning the constitutional va-
lidity of the Indian government’s Aug 2019 
decision to abrogate Article 370.
“Hearing to commence on August 2 at 
10:30 am and then proceed on a day-to-
day basis,” the report quoted the Indi-

an apex court as saying. It stated that 
the Indian government had a day earlier 
submitted an affidavit in the court, say-
ing that it had “brought unprecedented 
development, progress, security and 
stability to the region, which was often 
missing during the old Article 370 re-
gime” and that it was a “testament to 
the fact that Parliamentary wisdom…” 
was “exercised prudently”.
However during the hearing today, Justice 
Chandrachud said the “Centre’s latest 
affidavit regarding the present status of 
occupied Kashmir with its special status 
revoked would not have any bearing on the 
constitutional issues raised in the petitions 
and shall not be relied upon for that pur-

pose”, The Indian Express said.
Separately, Indian news agency ANI 
reported that the court had appoint-
ed two advocates as “nodal counsels 
for the preparation of common con-
venience compilations of documents”. 
“Written submissions shall also be filed 
on or before July 27 and no further ad-
ditions to the convenience compilation 
shall be permissible,” it quoted India’s 
top court as saying. Commenting on the 
hearing, former chief minister of occu-
pied Kashmir Omar Abdullah said to-
day’s proceedings were “just the begin-
ning”. “We hope that the hearing ends 
soon and Supreme Court’s decision 
comes before us soon,” he told ANI.
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ISLAMABAD: Pang Chunxue, The Chargeé D'affaires of the Chinese Embassy in Pakistan 
calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. – APP Monsoon rains in Pakistan  

claim 86 lives since June 25
staff report

ISLAMABAD: The National Dis-
aster Management Authority 
(NDMA) Tuesday reported the 
death of at least 86 people since 
June 25 during the ongoing mon-
soon rains across Pakistan, result-
ing in a loss of lives and property.
In the past 24 hours, Pakistan has re-
corded at least six fatalities and nine 
injuries, with three deaths occurring 
in both Sindh and Punjab, according 
to the NDMA. Punjab has been the 
most impacted province, with 52 
casualties, followed by Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, with 20 deaths. Balochistan 

reported six deaths, Sindh recorded 
five, and three fatalities occurred in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir.
Among the deceased, at least 37 are 
children, while 33 men and 16 wom-
en have also been killed in different 
incidents. At least 151 people have 
been injured owing to the havoc 
caused by recent rains, which include 
56 men, 43 women and 52 children, 
as per the NDMA record. The au-
thority also reported that a total of 
97 houses were damaged by mon-
soon rains and floods. The NDMA's 
forecast also mentioned the risk of 
medium to high level flood at Jassar 
in River Ravi, while there is moderate 
flood risk in River Chenab.

Flash floods rage in 
Vermont, New York
NEW YORK:  Torrential downpours unleashed flash floods on the U.S. 
Northeast on Monday that washed out roadways, overwhelmed rivers, 
prompted 50 swift boat rescues and killed a woman who was swept away 
in front of her fiancé, officials said. More than 13 million Americans 
were under flood watches and warnings from Eastern New York state 
to Boston and Western Maine to the northeast, the National Weather 
Service said in its forecast Monday, after storms that began over the 
weekend inundated rivers and streams. Private forecaster AccuWeather 
estimated damages and economic loss at $3 billion to $5 billion, prelim-
inarily, based on its own method of evaluation.
More than 1,000 flights to and from airports across the region, includ-
ing New York’s LaGuardia and Boston’s Logan, were delayed or can-
celed on Monday due to the rains. Amtrak suspended passenger train 
service between the state capital Albany and New York City after flood-
ing damaged tracks, as did the Metro-North commuter railroad which 
shares some of the same track. New York and Vermont were the hard-
est hit states. More precipitation was expected overnight and into Tues-
day, creating further flood hazards, the service said. Vermont officials 
were calling the flooding the worst since Hurricane Irene reached the 
state as a tropical storm in 2011. “This is an all-hands-on-deck” event, 
Vermont Governor Phil Scott told news conference. Parts of Vermont 
had already received between 7 and 8 inches (17 and 20 cm) of rain, 
turning streets into raging rivers. – Agencies

ECP issues non-
bailable warrants  

for PTI chief, Fawad 
ISLAMABAD:The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) issued non-bailable 
arrest warrants on Tuesday for Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief and former 
federal minister Fawad Chaudhry for fail-
ing to appear before the commission in 
contempt proceedings.
The ECP had initiated contempt proceed-
ings last year against the PTI chief and 
then party leaders Chaudhry and Asad 
Umar for repeatedly issuing statements 
against the electoral body and its chief 
election commissioner.
The PTI chief and Chaudhry remained 
absent from the hearing today while 

Umar was represented by his assistant 
lawyer Umaima Mansoor, who submitted 
a request to adjourn the hearing as Ad-
vocate Anwar Mansoor was on leave on 
medical grounds and Umar was also occu-
pied with medical check-ups.
This irked the four-member ECP bench 
led by the commission’s Sindh member 
Nisar Durrani. ECP member Akramullah 
Khan remarked that all hearings could 
not be adjourned in this manner. Umar’s 
legal representative replied that the for-
mer PTI general secretary and former 
federal minister had appeared before the 
ECP several times. – DNA

Israel protests 
flare over 

new SC bill
TEL AVIV: Thousands of protesters block-
aded Israel’s main airport and major 
highways on Tuesday as Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s hard-right coali-
tion pressed ahead with a justice bill that 
has opened the deepest splits seen in the 
country in decades. A day after parliament 
passed a key element in the bill, which aims 
to curb the power of the Supreme Court, 
crowds of flag-waving protesters stopped 
morning traffic in major intersections and 
on highways nationwide. Some lay down on 
roads, while others threw flares. – DNA

Saudi Envoy calls on Air Chief

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, H.E. Mr. Nawaf 
Saeed Al-Malakiy, called on Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of 
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force in his of-
fice today. The meeting was focused on are-
as of mutual interest and regional develop-
ments. During the meeting, Chief of the Air 

Staff shared his pragmatic policy decisions 
aimed at modernizing PAF through smart 
acquisition of niche technologies, upgrada-
tion of infrastructure and revitalization of 
operational & training domains. The Air 
Chief highlighted that Saudi Arabia being 
the center of the Muslim world and a sig-
nificant  strategic partner has longstanding 
religious, cultural and historical bond with 
Pakistan which is exemplified through ro-
bust bilateral relations. He also reiterated 
his unwavering commitment to enhancing 
the existing ties in realms of military-to-mil-
itary cooperation and training. Highlight-
ing the bond of brotherhood between the 
two nations, the Air Chief said, "Pakistan 
values its strong diplomatic, economic and 
defence relationship with Saudi Arabia 
which is based on convergence on all im-
portant issues relating to regional peace, 
security and stability."


