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Waseem’s
world title fight G
postponed

Nazir SiyAL

LARKANA: Foreign Minis-
™ ter Bilawal
Bhutto-Zard-
‘ari on Fri-
. I day vowed
m to  provide

ownership
rights to the flood-strick-
en people. Addressing an
event, Bhutto-Zardari ex-
pressed his resolve to build
two million homes in Sindh
during a speech. He con-
tinued, “From today, good
days have started for the
flood-stricken people. He
admitted the masses were
facing severe economic
hardships. Bhutto-Zardari
continued, “That is why we
are bringing revolutionary
projects for the public”.
He pledged to adopt the
ideology of former prime
minister Benazir Bhutto
to every nook and cranny
of the Sindh districts. Bhu-
tto-Zardari asserted: “By
winning the general elec-
tions, we will expand the
projects”. Foreign minister
took a swipe at PTI chief,
saying, “PTI’s doctrine is to
make the rich even richer.”

Azam joins
probe in
Al-Qadir case

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Azam Khan,
f ormer
p rincipal
Isecretary
' to ex-prime
minister Im-
ran Khan, on
Friday reportedly told Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) that he was the “eye-
witness” to all transactions
that took place in the Al-Qa-
dir Trust case, media report-
ed. Azam appeared before
the accountability watchdog
in the Rawalpindi office in
connection with the investi-
gation of the £190m settle-
ment case where he record-
ed his statement in front of
the joint investigation team
and answered questions.
NAB issued a notice to the
former principal secretary
on July 20, directing him to
appear at NAB Rawalpindi
at 10am today related to the
case, which also involves a
property tycoon.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on
Saturday on account of
weekly off therefore there
will be no newspaper on
Sunday.

- Editor /
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SIFC meeting held

Govt focuses a_
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on attracting
investment

The meeting was chaired by PM, attended
by COAS, Chief Ministers, Ministers

Ansar M Buarti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The second meeting of Spe-
cial Investment Facilitation Council was held
in Islamabad on Friday with Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif in the chair. The meeting was
also attended by Chief of Army Staff, Chief
Ministers, Federal and Provincial Ministers
and high-level government officials.

The Apex Committee expressed satisfac-
tion on functioning of SIFC and its strategy
to outreach the potential investors through
conduct of seminars and project inaugura-
tions. The Apex Committee also reviewed
various projects presented by ministries for
broaching with investors under the umbrella
of SIFC. At the end, after a fruitful discussion
and consensus, the Prime Minister gave ap-
proval of projects for attracting investments
from friendly countries in Agricultural, Live-
stock, Minerals, Mining, IT and Energy Sec-
tors, and also directed to extend impeccable
facilitation to the investors, interested in
undertaking and actualising these projects.
Last month, The Government had consti-
tuted Special Investment Facilitation Coun-
cil for the economic revival of the country.
The event was chaired by the Prime Minister
and attended by the Chief Ministers, Feder-
al and Provincial Ministers, Chief of Army
Staff and high-level government officials.

Continued on Page 06

Desecration
of Quran: PM
urges OIC action

Kuavyam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Friday called upon the Organ-
ization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
and the civilized world to come forward
and take steps to put an end to the
abominable practice of desecration of
the holy books. “The attitudes that in-
cite religious hatred, promote violence
and encourage terrorism and militan-
cy, need to be checked,” he said in a
tweet. The prime minister said no civ-
ilized society would allow the desecra-
tion of holy personages, symbols and
divine books in the name of freedom of
expression. “The grant of permission
to desecrate the Holy Quran, Torah &
Bible is part of a sinister, vile and des-
picable agenda whose sole aim could
be to threaten world peace,” he said.
The prime minister said: “We should
not let a handful of Satanic characters
undermine our shared values of peace,
and tolerance, pluralism.”

‘IMF acknowledges PTI role’

Attempts to delay

elections

to harm

economy: P11

PTI sees IMF SBA as an opportunity
to protect vulnerable citizens

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) said that they welcomed the IMF staff
commitment to support ‘national elections in
Fall 2023’ and to anchor the economy dur-
ing the transition to the new government
because only free and fair elections would
be crucial to reduce political uncertainty and
build confidence in the economy.

The PTI warned that any attempts to delay
or sabotage the elections will create further
hurdles in the way of stabilizing the economy
and financial support from the international
development partners. The PTI issued its
whitepaper on recently released IMF Staff
Report and said PTI leadership welcomed
the Executive Board approval of the $ 3 bil-
lion IMF Standby Arrangement (SBA), and
they hope that the 9-month arrangement
will bring economic stability to Pakistan, af-
ter a painful year of PDM government that
has led to record high inflation and creat-
ed record unemployment. It was said that
IMF staff report acknowledged that the

Continued on Page 06

“Cypher can

lead to Khan’s
disqualification”

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Defense Minister Kha-
waja Asif has said that former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan can be dis-
qualified from holding a public office
in cypher gate. Speaking to media on
Friday, the federal minister said the
former PM used a diplomatic cypher
for political purposes and he could
be charged with treason for using the
classified document for vested inter-
est. “Article 6 can be imposed on the
PTI chief,” he said while referring to
the law that deals with high treason
under which an accused can be sen-
tenced to death and life imprisonment.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif cha1rs 2nd Apex Committee Meetmg
of Special Investment Facilitation Council SIFC. Chief of Army Staff, Chief Ministers,
Federal and Provincial Ministers are also attending. — DNA

Pakistan
wants end
to Ukraine

conflict:

FO

Russia seeks
explanation
after journalist’s
expulsion

SHusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zah-
ra Baloch has expressed the
hope that Ukraine conflict
will be solved soon on the
basis of negotiations and Pa-
kistan is ready to play its part
in promoting a dialogue to
end this war. Responding to a
question at her weekly news
briefing in Islamabad on Fri-
day, she said Pakistan and
Russia are friends we have a
very solid relationship.

She said Pakistan’s en-
gagement with Russia will
continue and Islamabad is
concerned about sufferings
of the civilian population on
both sides. Replying to an-
other question, the Spokes-
person said Pakistan has
raised its concerns with the
Afghan interim authorities
regarding the use of Afghan
soil in carrying out terrorist
activities inside Pakistan.
She said Pakistan expects
that Afghanistan will adhere
to its commitments it made
with the international com-
munity to not allowing any
individual or group for us-
ing its soil to pose threat to
regional peace and security.
Regarding Ukrainian For-
eign Minister Dmytro Kule-
ba ongoing visit to Pakistan,

Continued on Page 06

Most difficulties over

No new taxes
on agriculture, real

estate sectors: Dar

Dar refutes reports of further

taxes in wake of IMF pact

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar on Friday firmly denied media re-
ports claiming the imposition of additional
taxes on agriculture and real estate sectors
to meet the International Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) requirements. “I am categorically
announcing on the floor of the house that
there will be no new taxes on agriculture
and real estate. We have faced numerous
hardships due to the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) requirements, and we
have diligently met all the prior actions,”
the finance minister said while speaking
at the National Assembly.

The minister further emphasized that the
news was entirely baseless and lacked truth,
clarifying that all fiscal decisions made by
the government were aimed at fulfilling
IMF’s requirements and commitments. Sen-
ator Ishaq Dar also offered his readiness to
provide detailed information on these spe-
cific issues to anyone seeking clarification.

M Discussing  the
economic  situa-
tion, the finance
minister men-
tioned that if
the government
continued its

present policies,
the inflation rate
was expected to
decrease to 7 per
cent, based on the
working of the State Bank. Attributing the
country’s economic hardships to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s backtracking from commit-
ments, Senator Dar proudly stated that with
the government’s efforts, Pakistan had suc-
cessfully reached an agreement of $3 billion
with the IMF. As a result, the State Bank of
Pakistan received the first tranche of $1.2
billion to stabilize the economy. Speaking
on the current foreign exchange reserves,
he informed that reserves had reached
their highest position since October 2022.

Continued on Page 06

Military trials

AGP seeks time on
right to appeal

Hearing adjourned
till August 01

CoUurT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Attorney General for Pa-
kistan (AGP) Mansoor Usman Awan on
Friday requested the Supreme Court for
a month on the matter of granting the
right of appeal to people to be tried in
military courts. “This matter needs very
careful consideration; It has to be done in

Continued on Page 06

Curative review
against Justice
Faez goes

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial has approved the
federal government’s petition seeking the
withdrawal of a curative review filed by pre-
vious Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)-led

Continued on Page 06

Surging terror attacks in KP worry authorities

The province has seen a surge 1n terrorist attack

explosive device blasts to suicide bombings — since late last year

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: A fourth terrorist attack in the last 48
hours rocked Khyber Pakhtunkhwa as the authori-
ties foiled yet another militant attack on a check-
post in the provincial capital of Peshawar on Thurs-
day. The province has seen a surge in terrorist
attacks — from improvised explosive device blasts
to suicide bombings — since late last year when the
Tehreek-e-Taliban (TTP) ended its ceasefire with
Islamabad. In the latest attack, which took place
late at night, eight terrorists were sent running for
their lives when police personnel fought back as
the militants tried to attack the Riaz Shaheed Po-

lice Post in Peshawar’s Sarband area.

Superintendent of Police (SP) Cantt Waqas Rafiq
said as a result of police remaining “high alert,”
the cops could thwart the attack as terrorists tried
to target the checkpost at night. It wasn’t the only
attempt that militants had made. The checkpost
came under attack on June 7. A report from the
province’s counter-terrorism department showed
that 665 militant attacks had taken place in a year

4 injured in blast in KP's Bajaur district

BAJAUR: At least four people were injured on Friday in a blast in the Geelay area in the Ma-
mund Tehsil of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Bajaur district, police said. According to Mamund Depu-
ty Superintendent of Police (DSP) Sattar Khan, a vehicle was targeted. He added that the bomb
was detonated via remote control. The injured were taken to the Khar district headquarters
(DHQ) hospital there, the DSP added. Meanwhile, Bajaur District Police Officer (DPO) Nazeer
Khan told Dawn.com that the passengers were heading home after the Friday afternoon prayers
when the bomb was detonated. The DPO further said that following the incident, the police had
cordoned off the area. He added that an investigation was under way but the reason behind the
victims being targeted could not yet be ascertained. The blast comes a day after five policemen
were martyred in two separate attacks in KP while 12 people, including nine policemen, were
injured. Terrorists had attacked an official compound in the Bara Bazaar in the Khyber district
while a police post in Peshawar’s Regi Model Town area had come under attack. — DNA

— from June 18, 2022, to June 18, 2023 — with
the most, 140, taking place in North Waziristan.
The latest attack came hours after suicide bomb-
ers targeted a compound in Bara Bazar in Khyber
District, martyring four cops and 10 others — in-
cluding police officers and civilians.

Police officials said cops intercepted two suicide
attackers at the police station adjacent to Bara ba-
zaar and the entrance of the tehsil headquarters

complex — which houses Bara Police Station, gov-
ernment offices, and a counter-terrorism depart-
ment (CTD) cell. The KP police suffered another
attack before the Bara ambush, when two cops
were martyred, and two others were injured in a
firing incident in the Regi area of Peshawar. Police
said that unidentified armed men opened fire on
the cops at the entry checkpoint near Regi Model
Town Police Station and fled. The martyred were

identified as Head Constable Wajid and driver Far-
man. Before that, on July 18, a suicide blast took

place near security forces’ vehicle in Peshawar’s

Hayatabad area. At least 10 people, including seven
law enforcers, sustained injuries in the blast.

In light of the rising militancy, Pakistan’s govern-
ment has warned Afghanistan against providing safe
havens to the banned TTP — a terrorist organisation
targeting security forces. The top brass of the Pa-
kistan Army has recently said that sanctuaries and
liberty of action available to terrorists of proscribed
TTP and other groups of that ilk in Afghanistan is
one of the major reasons impacting the security of
Pakistan. Pakistan has witnessed a surge in terrorist
attacks following Afghan Taliban’s return to power
in August 2021 and called upon the interim rulers
to take decisive actions against terrorists, including
the TTP, responsible for cross-border attacks. Ter-
ror activities in the country have soared by 79% dur-
ing the first half of 2023, a statistical report released
by the independent think tank Pakistan Institute
for Conflict and Security Studies (PICSS) showed.

Continued on Page 06
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Mayor reviews
security
arrangements
for Muharram

PESHAWAR: Mayor Pesha-
war Haji Zubair Ali Friday
visited the control room
established to monitor the
overall security situation
before the 9th and 10th of
Muharram. “It is the re-
sponsibility of all schools
of thought to maintain an
atmosphere of national
unity, religious harmony,
and brotherhood during
the holy month,” he added.
On the occasion, Mayor
Peshawar also reviewed
the CCTV cameras, street
lights, and other arrange-
ments in detail, directing
officers to remain in the
Supreme Command Post
for immediate action in
case of any problem. The
mayor was informed that
meetings and processions
were being continuously
monitored from the control
rooms. Haji Zubair asked
the policemen and officers
on duty to further improve
security and implement the
safety and security plan in
view of the current situa-
tion. Meanwhile, Director
East Rehman Khattak, Di-
rector West, Riaz Awan,
Focal Person Engineer
Muhammad Riaz Khan,
Chairman Imran Naveed,
and others reviewed the
Muharram arrangements
in different areas of Pesha-
war including Kohati Gate,
Muhammad Ali Johar Road,
Sarki Gate, Qissa Khawani
Bazar, Ko Cha Risaldar and
other areas.—DNA

NUST holds
19th annual
National
Engineering
Robotics

Contest

RAWALPINDI: The last two
decades have seen tremen-
dous activity in the field of
Robotics as part of its ef-
forts to promote Robotics
in Pakistan, NUST College
of Electrical & Mechanical
Engineering (CEME) has
been holding the National
Engineering Robotics Con-
test (NERC) since 2003.

Over 200 teams from all
over the country took part
in the 19th annual edition
of this prestigious competi-
tion held in the second and
third week of July. NUST
CEME organised the event
in collaboration with STEM
Careers Program and HEC.
The five-day event was split
into nine categories, in-
cluding Indigenous Robots,
Modular Robots for Schools
and Universities, Robowars,
Aero, etc. What set the
competition apart was the
demographic diversity it
entailed. A special award
“Akhtar Nawaz Prize” was
dedicated to those teams
that came from farflung
areas of Pakistan. The
event sponsors included
MRS Technologies, Graana,
Headstart School, Sapient
Hall School, Robotics World
Pvt. Ltd, Education Re-
source Network and Buraaq
Tractors. Dr Rizwan Riaz,
NUST Pro-Rector Research,
Innovation and Commercial-
isation, was the chief guest.
He complimented the efforts
of NUST CEME towards the
promotion of Robotics in Pa-
kistan, especially amongst
the youth. He termed NERC
an ideal platform for honing
their innovation potential
and problem-solving.—APP

SCO’s success hinges on
settling bilateral 1ssues

Regional solutions to bilateral problems termed crucial for success of SCO

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation (SCO) has
the potential to create synergy
and offers a viable alternative to
SAARC, provided the regional
problems are solved regionally.
Unless the bilateral equations
are settled and cohesion is main-
tained between member states,
the future contours of SCO would
remain undefined.

This was observed during a round-
table discussion titled ‘Region-
al Cooperation in the Eurasian
Region: Role of the SCO’ held at
the Institute of Policy Studies, Is-
lamabad. The forum analyzed the
significance of the SCO as a vital
platform for fostering regional
stability, economic development,
and connectivity in the Eurasian
region, with a particular focus on
Pakistan, and evaluated the out-
comes of the SCO Summit hosted
by India on July 4.

The roundtable was addressed by
Ambassador (r) Masood Khalid,
Pakistan’s former ambassador to
China, Dr. Sarwat Rauf, associate
professor, NUML, Ambassador
(r) Abdul Basit, Pakistan’s former
high commissioner to India, Am-
bassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain,
vice chairman, IPS, Meher Kashif
Younis, veteran industrialist and
former senior vice president La-
hore Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry, Dr. Faisal Javed, assistant
professor, FUUAST, Karachi, and
Prof Dr. Fakhrullslam, director
research and academic outreach,
IPS. Underscoring the potential of
the SCO, Ambassador Masood said

‘Regional Cooperation in the Eur

that the organization has gained
strength as compared to SAARC
and ECO. The expansion of the
SCO after inclusion of Iran along
with the geographical spread of dia-
logue partners and observer states
rooting for multipolarity instead of
pledging to USled Western domina-
tion has added a new dynamic to the
evolving regional architecture of the
SCO. Despite having disputes, mem-
ber states are keen to promote eco-
nomic cooperation, linkages, trade,
and access to the outside world. The
security, development, and connec-
tivity-driven regional architecture of
the SCO provides Pakistan with an

"'—l_ p—

Role of the SCO

oy

opportunity to engage proactively
while aiming to become economi-
cally strong. Dr. Sarwat maintained
that despite India misusing the SCO
platform for blame game, Pakistan
would remain in focus as a geo-
strategic location and trade hub.
To Pakistan, the SCO may present
a solution to the economic melt-
down and security conundrum,
provided embedded historical
problems are resolved. In this re-
gard, Pakistan needs to enhance
multilateral diplomacy efforts and
mend the Afghan Taliban support-
ive image that it still carries, she
recommended. While the SCO has

§|§ Institute of Policy Studies
slomabad

f

potential, its realization demands
the resolution of bilateral disputes
and other inherent discrepancies
that may impediment its growth,
observed Ambassador Abdul Ba-
sit. For instance, the hardened
stances of states like India, its
reservations about the Belt and
Road Initiative, the differences of
opinion and mistrust, and bilateral
disputes might remain there for
years to come. Unless the bilateral
equations are settled, the future
contours of the SCO would remain
undefined, he said. Meher Younis
stated that the SCO incorporates
46% of the global population and is

[-4

the biggest consumer market, with
a huge younger generation and
land mass. To gain benefits from
these factors, Pakistan must pay
attention to development-orient-
ed engagement, people-to-people
interaction, cultural diplomacy,
economic diplomacy, agricultural
diplomacy, natural resources diplo-
macy, joint research, and techno-
logical and academic interactions.
These prospects are further multi-
plied by the expansion of the SCO,
said Dr Faisal Javed. However,
maintaining cohesion is crucial for
greater influence and realization
of these potentials.

Auction of Capital Street
Islamabad plots concludes

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Two-days
auction of Capital Street
Islamabad plots organized
by CDA has been conclud-
ed. The Capital Street Is-
lamabad project received
a healthy and welcoming
response from investors.
During the two-day auction,
18 plots were sold for 3.82
billion rupees. According
to the details, CDA is going
to establish Capital Street
Islamabad on the pattern
of JBR Dubai, City Walk Du-
bai, and Nizami Street Baku
on 27 acres near Shakar
Parian adjacent to Pak Chi-
na Friendship Center. for

which 500 square yard plots
were offered through auc-
tion by CDA. Plots in Capi-
tal Street Islamabad will be
designated for cafes, restau-
rants, bistros and eateries,
etc. It is pertinent to men-
tion that during the two-
days auction , investors par-
ticularly from national and
international food chains,
restaurants, bistros and peo-
ple related to the food and
beverage industry directly
participated in the bidding
process and got plots of their
choices. On the second day
of the auction, 8 plots of Cap-
ital Street Islamabad were
auctioned for 2.007 billion
rupees .On the second day
of the auction, Plot No.12

of Capital Street Islamabad
was auctioned for Rs.24.35
crore, Plot No. 13 was auc-
tioned for Rs.20.35 crore,
Plot No.16 was auctioned for
Rs.20.65 Crore, Plot No. 17
was auctioned for Rs.22.15
crore, Plot No.15 was auc-
tioned for Rs. 25.25 crore.
Similarly, Plot No.18 of Capi-
tal Street Islamabad was auc-
tioned for Rs. 22.65 crore,
Plot No.19 was auctioned
for Rs. 19.10 crore and Plot
No. 20 was auctioned for Rs.
22 crore. Collectively, during
the two-day auction of Capi-
tal Street Islamabad plots,
18 plots were sold for Rs.
3.82 billion. It is pertinent
to mention here that Capital
Street Islamabad is being

built on the models of JBR
Dubai, City Walk Dubai and
Nizami Street Baku. Capital
Street Islamabad will cover
27 acres, 500 square yard
plots are offered for auc-
tion. Plots in Capital Street
Islamabad are reserved for
cafes, restaurants, bistros
and eateries etc. The auc-
tion was monitored by the
auction committee con-
stituted under the Chair-
manship of CDA Member
Finance. Other members
of the committee include
Member State, Member
Planning and Design, DFA-
II, DG Law, Director Urban
Planning, Director Region-
al Planning, Director State
Management-II and Direc-
tor Finance Bids received
after thorough scrutiny
will be placed before the
CDA Board, which is the
Competent forum to ac-
cept or reject the bids.

KP CM inaugurates Phase-I of
Rashakai Special Economic Zone

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Muhammad Azam Khan inaugurated Phase-I of the Rashakai
Special Economic Zone, marking a significant milestone in China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) here on Friday.

The Rashakai Special Economic Zone, strategically located at the nexus of economic growth, stands as a testament to
the strong partnership between Pakistan and China. CPEC has become a symbol of friendship between the countries and
a model for cooperation between developing countries. Addressing the gathering, the Chief Minister appreciated the
exceptional efforts and unwavering commitment of China Road and Bridge Corporation (CRBC) and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Economic Zones Development & Management Company (KPEZDMC) for successfully completing Phase -I of the project
six months before the completion date. The chief minister thanked the government of China, the companies involved and
public sector entities for their unflinching support to the project and all those who contributed to the completion Phase
-I Rashakai SEZ. Encompassing 247 acres of modern facilities designed to attract domestic and foreign investors, Phase
I of the Rashakai SEZ promises to spur economic growth and job creation, further strengthening Pakistan-China co-
operation and bilateral relations under the umbrella of CPEC. Presently, Phase- I houses 18 zone enterprises, with
07 under construction; mobilizing an estimated investment of Rs. 85 billion. As the Rashakai SEZ takes its place on
the path to becoming a catalyst for regional prosperity, creating employment opportunities for the local population,
and attracting foreign direct investment, plans are already underway for the subsequent phase. These forthcoming
endeavors will focus on expanding infrastructure, streamlining business processes, and attracting key industries,
unlocking the SEZ’s full potential, as part of the ongoing decade of CPEC.—APP

COMSTECH launches program to help Somalia

MEenTAB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH
has launched Somalia Sci-
ence and Technology Coop-
eration Program jointly with
the Embassy of the Republic
of Somalia in Islamabad, and
in coordination with the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and
Ministry of Science & Tech-
nology, on Friday at COM-
STECH Auditorium. The
Coordinator General COM-
STECH, Prof. Dr. M. Igbal
Choudhary emphasized the
need of joint collaborative
country specific programs to
address the specific needs of
the each OIC member state
with tailor made solutions.
He appreciated the efforts of
the Ambassador of Somalia,
H.E. Shirwa Abdullahi Ibra-
him and the coordination of
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Ministry of Science
and Technology, Pakistan,
for launching this program.
The Charge de Affairs, Em-
bassy of the Republic of
Somalia, H.E. Shirwa Abdul-
lahi Ibrahim appreciated the
visionary initiative taken by
the COMSTECH leadership
to address the S&T needs of
his country. He thanked Prof.
Choudhary for starting the
country specific programs
for OIC member states spe-

cifically in African continent.
He said this program will
contribute further mutual
collaboration. The High Com-
missioner of Pakistan in Nai-
robi, Kenya, H.E. Ms. Saglain
Syedah addressed the launch-
ing ceremony online and ap-
preciated the COMSTECH in-
itiative for Somalia, and other
African OIC member states.
The Rector of the University
of Lahore, Dr. Muhammad
Ashraf, applauded efforts of
COMSTECH for expanding
collaborative programs with
African countries. He said that
being a member of CCoE the
University of Lahore is an ac-
tive partner in all its programs.
He informed that more than
500 foreign students includ-
ing 360 African students are

enrolled at the University of
Lahore and it has also estab-
lished a Medical College in
Uganda. Chairman, Association
of Private Sector Universities of
Pakistan, Prof. Dr. Ch. Abdul Re-
hman, said I extend my heartfelt
support on behalf of my univer-
sity and the Association of Pri-
vate Sector Universities to the
COMSTECH-Somalia S&T Co-
operation. He said we will foster
scientific and technological ad-
vancements, promote collabora-
tion, and contribute to the devel
opment and progress of Somalia
and the entire OIC region. The
Ambassador of Pakistan to Ni-
ger, Mr. Ahmed Ali Sirohey and
Justice Dr. Syed Mohammad
Anwar Ali, Aalim Judge, Federal
Shariat Court Islamabad appre-
ciated the COMSTECH efforts
; '
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for the S&T development in the
OIC region and expressed their
full support for COMSTECH
programs. COMSTECH in
close coordination with the OIC
General Secretariat, Jeddah, has
launched several new initiatives
and programs for the capacity
building of OIC states, particu-
larly for the African OIC LDCs.
Somalia, being one of the largest
OIC member states in
the African continent will play a
leading role in implementation
of COMSTECH programs in
the region. Under this program
top two universities of the So-
malia will be able to join the
COMSTECH Consortium of
Excellence (CCoE) as associate
member. COMSTECH will of-
fer 10 fellowships to the Soma-
lian students, researchers and
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technical personnel, and in
collaboration with the relevant
institutions in Somalia COMS-
TECH will organize thematic
workshops and training cours-
es on emerging technologies
relevant to the national and re-
gional needs. COMSTECH in
collaboration with Islamic De-
velopment Bank and OIC Gen-
eral Secretariat will conduct
health camps for high quality
cataract services to improve
vision related quality of life
and reduce blindness related
poverty. COMSTECH in col-
laboration with the relevant
institutions in Somalia and
Pakistan will also arrange
training programs in oph-
thalmology and neuro-critical
care for Somalian healthcare
providers.
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Rivers Indus, Kabul
run in low flood
with rising trend

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Flood Commission (FFC)
has said that rivers Indus
and Kabul are experienc-
ing low flood with the ris-
ing trend in its Tarbela-Kal-
abagh, Kalabagh-Chashma
reaches, and Wasrsak and
Nowshera respectively.
According to the daily FFC
report on Friday, yester-
day’s high flows in River
Chenab at Marala, Khanki,
Qadirabad and River Ravi
at Jassar have receded
and now they are flowing
normally while rest of the
major Rivers are also flow-
ing with ‘No Flood Condi-
tion’. A healthy Combined
Live Storage of 9.490 MAF
(70.59 % of maximum val-
ue of 13.443 MAF) is avail-
able at present. According
to FFD, Lahore, Monsoon
Low over Northwest Bay
of Bengal (India) has re-

mained stationary since
the last 24 hours. This is
resulting into penetration
of Moderate Monsoon
current from the Bay of
Bengal into most parts of
Pakistan except for Ba-
lochistan. It is likely to get
intensify further.

As regards other weath-
er systems, yesterday’s
trough of Westerly Wave
has moved away East-
wards, but another fresh
trough prevails over North-
ern parts of Afghanistan.
Seasonal Low although
weak, continues to prevail
over Balochistan. For the
ensuing 24 hours, FFD,
Lahore has predicted scat-
tered to widespread wind
thunderstorm/rain of mod-
erate intensity with isolated
heavy falls and very heavy
falls at one/two places over
Islamabad, Punjab.—APP

AIOU
announces
admissions
In semester

autumn 2023

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU) on
Friday commenced the ad-
missions for matriculation
to Ph.D. programs in the
autumn semester of 2023
across the country. Prof. Dr.
Nasir Mahmood Vice Chan-
cellor of AIOU, has desired
that not a single student
should be deprived of high-
er and quality education
owing to lack of financial
resources. In this regard,
AIOU is providing schol-

arships, fee concessions,
and financial assistance
schemes for underprivi-

leged and marginalized stra-
ta living in farflung areas
of the country. Moreover,
to utilize these schemes,
deserving candidates are
required to contact their
respective regional offices
of AIOU established in all
four provinces of Pakistan,
including Azad Kashmir,
and Gilgit-Baltistan. The
financial assistance com-
mittee of AIOU will assess
the needs of the students
and will make recommen-
dations. This initiative will
play a key role in eradicat-
ing illiteracy across the
country. It is pertinent to
mention here that the uni-
versity is playing its due
role in the process of na-
tional progress and develop-
ment as well as bringing the
out-of-school children into
the educational network by
providing free matriculation
education to the people of
Balochistan, merged dis-
tricts (former FATA) and
Gilgit Baltistan. Vice Chan-
cellor, has instructed the
concerned regional direc-
tors to spread this message
in these regions so that not
a single student is deprived
of this facility of AIOU.

Rupee sheds
Rs1.67 against
US Dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
Rupee on Friday witnessed
Rs1.67 devaluation against
the US Dollar in the inter-
bank trading as it closed
at Rs286.81 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs285.14. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Association
of Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood
at Rs289.5 and Rs292.5
respectively. The price of
the Euro decreased by 53
paisa to close at Rs 319.13
against the last day’s closing
of Rs 319.66, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
went down by 02 paisa to
close at Rs2.02, whereas an
increase of 71 paisa was wit-
nessed in the exchange rate
of the British Pound.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days
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July 01/Japan
Self Defence Day
July 01/Singapore

Armed Forces Day
July 01 / Canada
National Day
July 01/Somalia
Independence Day
July 04/USA
Independence Day
July 05/Algeria
Independence Day
July 09/Argentine
Independence Day
July 09/Mongolia

Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day
July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday
July 21/Belgium
National Day
July 20/TRNC
Independence Day
July 23/Egypt
National Day
July 26/Cuba
National Day
July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day
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Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Police  Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20
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Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...eeeeeene 9281092

Hospitals
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Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
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Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 9221334-43
CDA....covvriene 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6
5555864
5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: Former Ambassador to Germany Shahid Kamal cuts the ribbon along with others to inaugurates the paintings exhibition of German
Artist Dagmar Rauwald entitled “Invention VS Convention” at Comsats Art Gallery in Federal Capital.—Online

Islamabad airport set
for 15-year outsourcing

Khawaf'a Saad Rafique emphasized that open competitive bidding would be ensured,
allowing the best bidder to be given the opportunity to operate the airport

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Avi-
ation Khawaja Saad Rafique on
Friday said that Islamabad Inter-
national Airport would be out-
sourced for a period of 15 years to
improve its operational activities.
In response to a calling attention
notice in National Assembly spon-
sored by MMA lawmaker Maula-
na Abdul Akbar Chitrali regarding
the outsourcing of the airport, the
minister clarified that the move
does not equate to privatization.
Instead, it aims to bring in profi-
cient operators to enhance air-
port operations, he said.

Khawaja Saad Rafique empha-
sized that open competitive bid-
ding would be ensured, allowing

the best bidder to be given the op-
portunity to operate the airport.
The process, he said will be prof-
it-oriented, ultimately benefiting
the national exchequer. The In-
ternational Finance Corporation
will serve as the consultant, and
already 12-13 companies have
shown interest in participating
in the bidding process, he add-
ed. The minister assured that
the process would be transpar-
ent and adhere to all rules and
regulations. However, the minis-
ter clarified that the runway and
navigation operations would not
be included in the outsourcing
process. Highlighting the suc-
cess of outsourced airports in

other countries like India and
Turkiye, Khawaja Saad Rafique
mentioned that even Madina
airport has been efficiently
outsourced to deliver enhanced
services. The minister also
stressed the need to restructure
Pakistan International Airlines
(PIA) to address its substan-
tial deficit, which has reached
Rs. 80 billion this year and is
projected to increase to Rs.
259 billion by 2030 if not dealt
with appropriately. He assert-
ed that no employees would be
laid off, and all existing staff
would retain their job security
and privileges. However, he also
mentioned that best practices

would be implemented to ensure
facilities at airports are effi-
ciently managed. Regarding the
future plans for PIA, Khawaja
Saad Rafique informed that the
total liability of PIA amounts to
Rs. 742 billion, with only 27-28
planes currently operational. He
urged the necessity to save the
institution and underscored the
importance of the restructuring
legislation, which has been ap-
proved by the National Assem-
bly in the previous sitting. To
address the deficit, the minister
revealed plans to restore flights
to the UK within three months,
followed by the resumption of
flights to the US and Europe.

Khawaja Saad Rafique issued a
warning that immediate reforms
were crucial to prevent further
escalation of the deficit in the
coming days. He acknowledged
that a statement from a former
federal minister for Aviation had
created problems for PIA. How-
ever, he assured that all audits
and tests have been successfully
cleared, demonstrating the gov-
ernment’s commitment to trans-
parency and accountability.
Furthermore, as the minister
overseeing the Railway portfo-
lio, he recommended engaging
industrialists to invest in the
railway sector instead of opting
for privatization.

Bilal accuses PTI

chief for creating
‘cypher drama’

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator
to Prime Minister on Econ-
omy and Energy Bilal Azhar
Kayani on Friday accused
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
(PTI) chief Imran Khan for
creating the ‘cypher drama’
for political gains as was now
confirmed by his former prin-
cipal secretary, Azam Khan.
Addressing a news confer-
ence here, he said Azam
Khan recorded his statement
that proved the reality of
cypher in front of Pakistani
people. He said, Imran Khan
himself had asserted that
“Cypher can now be manipu-
lated for creating a narrative
against the establishment
and the opposition”. High-
lighting some instances, Bilal
said that it was a tradition of
the PTI chief and his party
to violate the Constitution

for political gains adding that
this trend has been going on
for the past 10 years.

He referred to the 2013 sit-
in protests, led by the PTI
chief, as an example of how
the party had violated the
constitution in the past add-
ing, the May 9 incidents also
indicate how the constitution
was trampled and violated.
“Imran Khan constantly
damaged diplomatic rela-
tions and pushed the coun-
try to the verge of default”,
he added. Kayani explained
that a vote of no confidence
motion was filed on March
08, and on April 10, the PTI
chief was legally removed
from his position following
the vote of no confidence
motion. The Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) had
chosen Shehbaz Sharif as the

PM'’s Public Affairs
and Grievances
Wing addresses
98pc complaints

ISLAMABAD, Jul 21 (APP):In-Charge Minister for Prime
Minister’s Public Affairs and Grievances Wing, Murtaza
Javed Abbassi said on Friday that over 98 percent of the com-
plaints received by the Wing this year have been successfully
resolved. Talking to the media during the launch of a special
WhatsApp number for the wing and the option to send text
messages, the minister revealed that a total of 11,471 writ-
ten complaints were received this year, out of which 11,280
(98.3 percent) have been resolved, with the remaining under
process. The wing is also addressing complaints related to pro-
vincial matters and the provinces have been directed to ap-
point focal persons to ensure efficient resolution, he said.
The minister said that the introduction of the WhatsApp
number and other social media platforms was aimed at pro-
viding an avenue for lodging complaints related to both fed-
eral and provincial institutions. These initiatives, he said
are in line with Prime Minister Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif’s directives to further strengthen the Prime Minis-
ter’s Public Affairs and Complaints Wing. To enhance the
transparency of the verification process for complaints,
necessary steps are being taken while open Kutcheries
at the district and divisional levels will be organized to
address complaints effectively, he said and added discipli-
nary actions will be taken against officials of institutions
providing false statements about complaint resolution. The
minister emphasized that prompt resolution of complaints
was a top priority and measures would be in place to verify the
status of resolved complaints—DNA

Prime Minister of Pakistan,
he added.

He expressed firm resolve
that the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N)
would continue to take the
country’s journey towards
economic  stability and
growth.  Highlighting the
accomplishments during the
PML-N’s tenure, he men-
tioned the successful launch
of the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC)
between 2013 and 2018,
the addition of 12,000 meg-
awatts of electricity to the
national grid and the erad-
ication of load shedding.
Under the leadership of
Nawaz Sharif, the country
completed the first Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
program in the history, he
asserted. —APP

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
National Business Group

Pakistan, President Pakistan
Businessmen and Intellectu-
als Forum, and All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, and for-
mer provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain said on Friday
that the rising prices of elec-
tricity and gas have become
a big threat to the people
and the economy. If ener-
gy prices continue to rise,
thousands of businesses will
close, exports will plummet,
and millions of people will be
unemployed, he said. Mian
Zahid Hussain said that the
energy sector has become a
major threat to the economy.
This sector is facing issues

le capacity charges, inade-

quate collection of bills, theft,
line losses, subsidies, poor
governance, and increasing
corruption. Talking to the
business community, the vet-
eran business leader said that
the power sector faces losses
of Rs 600 billion every year,
and that consumers have to
pay 71% capacity payment
in their electricity bills. Be-
cause the need for electricity
in Pakistan is 12 thousand
megawatts in winter and 25
to 27 thousand megawatts
in summer, due to which the
government needs to install
power plants with a capacity
of 27 thousand megawatts,
he said. The business leader
said that consumers have to
pay an extra 800 billion ru-
pees annually for new power
plants to satisfy the increas-
ing need. He observed that
there is a need for reforms in

" Increasing electricity
tariff a major threat
to economy

this sector, which will result
in making power cheaper
by eliminating power losses
and capacity payments so as
to boost industry, promote
commerce, employment, and
exports.The government
has been assuring the IMF
for the last 15 years that a
plan has been drawn up to
end the circular debt, whose
implementation will bring
the situation under control,
but to no avail. Mian Zahid
Hussain said that the first
assurance of the elimina-
tion of the infamous debt
was made in 2008, when it
increased from 51 billion to
189 billion rupees in five
months. For decades, nei-
ther the IMF’s demands nor
our excuses have changed.
Now the circular debt of the

electricity and gas sectors
has increased. J
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COMSATS
Artgallery
presents
German Artist

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ex- Ambassa-
dor to Germany from Paki-
stan H.E Dr. Shahid Kamal
along with Worthy Rector
COMSATS University Prof.
Dr. Sajid Qamar inauguray-
ted “Intention v/s Conven-
tion” exhibition of German
Artist Dagmar Rauwald at
COMSATS Art Gallery on
Friday (Today). Mr. Ghulam
Muhammad Memon Exec-
utive Director for ECO Sci-
ence Foundation also attend-
ed the exhibition as guest of
Honour. H.E Dr. Shahid
Kamal extended his grati-
tude to Dagmar Rauwald for
coming to Pakistan and ex-
hibiting her work over here.
He expresses his pleasure
over successful commence-
ment of the show by COM-
SATS Art Gallery.

“Art is the best medium to
bring people of two differ-
ent nations closer and to
bridge the gap,” he added.
Dr Shahid Kamal expressed
his delight to see foreign
artists taking interest in
coming to Pakistan. He said
such activities will be bene-
ficial for bringing up a good
image of Pakistan in the
World.” Rector COMSATS
University Prof. Dr. Sajid
Qamar expressed his pleas-
ure over visit of Dagmar
Rauwald on this occasion.
He said we are extremely
honored to have Dagmar
Rauwald amongst us and
are pleased that she has
showcased her Art Work
in COMSATS Art Gallery.
Her art works are beautiful
and the technique used is
unique. There is so much to
be learnt from an artist who
has travelled the World.

Green
Pakistan
initiative to
revive agri

economy

ISLAMABAD: Kissan Itte-
had Council (KIC) President
Khalid Mehmood Khokhar
Friday hailed the present
government’s revolutionary
initiative ‘Green Pakistan’
that eventually revive agri-
culture economy, enhance
food security by replacing
typical agricultural process-
es with contemporary agri-
culture technologies with
focus on rural areas.

Talking to a PTV news chan-
nel, he said the initiative was
also aimed at offering vast
opportunities to farmers and
growers to reduce poverty
through increased yields and
create new green jobs espe-
cially in rural areas, ensure
food security on a sustainable
basis, and significantly reduce
the environmental and eco-
nomic costs of agriculture. Pa-
kistan’s agricultural industry
will now being revolutionized
under this program which
will utilize the knowledge,
abilities, research and tech-
nological advancements of
several organizations togeth-
er with contemporary irriga-
tion techniques. He further
highlighted that research and
developments are important
in the new farming paradigm,
adding, farming in all catego-
ries and forms is linked to ru-
ral development, alternative
sources of income and youth
employment. — APP
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ISLAMABAD: The National
Emergencies  Operations
Centre (NEOC) on Friday
in its recent update ob-
served that the water flows
in the major rivers of the
country indicated stabilisa-
tion with a receding trend
amid a decline in monsoon
rains in the country.

According to the latest up-
date issued by the NEOC,
the flow of water in Chenab,
Ravi and Kabul rivers was
showing stabilisation with a
decrease, while the flow of
water in the Eastern River
had also stabilised. It not-
ed that the overall situation
was normal, whereas the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
had directed the depart-
ments concerned to acti-
vate the drainage system in
the flood-prone areas dur-
ing the monsoon rains. It
also advised to ensure the
timely evacuation of people
from low-lying areas at the
time of possible risks of in-
undation. However, the re-
quired emergency person-
nel and machinery should
be prepared to deal with the
flood situation.—APP

10 drug
peddlers,
bootleggers,
illegal weapon
holders netted

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
police in an action against
suspected drug peddlers,
bootleggers, illegal weap-
on holders, and other law-
breakers here on Friday ar-
rested 10 accused besides
recovering over 1220 grams
charras, 17 liters liquor,
five 30-bore pistols, am-
munition, and other items
from their possession. Ac-
cording to a police spokes-
person, Bani police held
Dilshad and recovered 1220
grams charras. Rattaam-
ral and Naseerabad police
rounded up Hameed Khan
and Amir on recovery of 17
liters liquor. Waris Khan,
Airport, Taxila, Dhamial
and Rawat police netted
Nasir, Shoaib, Mehnat Gul,
Ali and Saqib and recovered
five 30-bore pistols and
ammunition from their pos-
session. Saddar Wah police
in their operation arrested
an accused, Zia for molest-
ing a 12-year-old boy while
Phagwari police nabbed a
bike-lifter namely Saqib Sid-
dique and recovered four
stolen motorcycles from
his possession. Separate
cases have been registered
against all accused while
further investigations are
underway.—APP

Rupee sheds
Rs1.67 against
US Dollar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
Rupee on Friday witnessed
Rs1.67 devaluation against
the US Dollar in the inter-
bank trading as it closed
at Rs286.81 against the
previous day’s closing of
Rs285.14. However, accord-
ing to the Forex Association
of Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of dollars
in the open market stood at
Rs289.5 and Rs292.5 respec-
tively. The price of the Euro
decreased by 53 paisa to
close at Rs 319.13 against
the last day’s closing of
Rs 319.66, according to
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP). The Japanese Yen
went down by 02 paisa to
close at Rs2.02, whereas
an increase of 71 paisa
was witnessed in the ex-
change rate of the Brit-
ish Pound, which traded
at Rs369.12 as compared
to its last day’s closing of
Rs368.41. The exchange
rates of the Emirates Dir-
ham and the Saudi Riyal in-
creased by 45 paisa each to
close at Rs78.08 and Rs76.47
respectively.—APP

ICCI and LCCI vow to

abide by law : Ahsan

Kashif Anwar and Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari discussed the key features of the new trade law and
analyzed its various aspects. Kashif Anwar said that the new trade law has determined a 2 years

term for the office bearers of trade bodies and trade bodies should abide by the law

FaisaL SHIEKH

ISLAMABAD: Kashif Anwar,
President, Lahore Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (LCCI)
held a meeting with Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President, Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) during his visit
to ICCI and discussed with him
the matter of 2 years term for
the office bearers of trade bod-
ies determined by a new trade

law.

Rizwana Asif President Is-
lamabad Women Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Riffat
Shaheen President Rawalpindi
Women Chamber of Commerce
Sajjad Sarwar
President Islamabad Chamber
of Small Traders & Small In-
dustries, Tariq Khan Jadoon
Cham-
ber of Small Traders & Small
Industries, Khalid Igbal Ma-
lik Group Leader ICCI, Zafar
Bakhtawari former President
ICCI and Secretary General
UBG and others were present

& Industry,

President Rawalpindi

on the occasion.

Kashif Anwar and Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari discussed the key
features of the new trade law

—

=

by the law.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said that a
new trade law has increased
the term for the office bearers
of trade bodies from one year

and analyzed its various as-
pects. Kashif Anwar said that
the new trade law has deter-
mined a 2 years term for the
office bearers of trade bodies
and trade bodies should abide

to 2 years and added that all
chambers of commerce & in-
dustry of the country should
take a united stand on this
issue. It would promote unity
among the business commu-
nity of the entire country and
help resolve their key issues
with one voice.
leaders were of the view that
the one-year term for the office

& N b

The business

).

bearers of trade bodies was a
short period to perform effec-
tively and deliver for the busi-
ness community while the 2
years term would provide them
ample time to work for the wel-
fare of the business community
and facilitate them in business
development that would ulti-
mately help improve the eco-
nomic growth of the country.

g

T

Kashif Anwar and Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari also discussed the
key issues being faced by the
economy and resolved that both
chambers would develop closer
cooperation with each other and
work jointly to resolve the key
issues of the business com-
munity in order to promote
business and economic inter-
ests of Pakistan.

IPEF: More noise
than signal

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Overall, if
analyzed holistically and
pragmatically, the Indo-Pa-
cific Economic framework
(IPEF) is more like a noise
than a signal. It sounds like
this all-too-obvious politi-
cal publicity stunt is about
economic connectivity and
inclusion. But on practical
grounds, it lacks solid set
of rules and regulations,
impairing free, fair and
impartial global market.
It also demotivates trade
facilitation and tax reduc-
tions mechanism, accord-
ing to a report carried by
Gwadar Pro on Friday. The
reason why IPEF advocates
zero-sum game lies in its
essence and the resulting
conspiracy. Access to the
US market under the US-
led framework is extremely
ambiguous, creating seri-
ous obstacles for Indo-Pacif-
ic nations to make binding
commitments to the high
standards sought by the Bid-
en administration. After US

unilaterally quit from the
Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP), it has been intensi-
fying endeavors to reclaim
its economic leadership
in the Indo-Pacific region,
striving to put fourth alter-
native to China’s economic
strategy, in shape of IPEF.
However, Biden administra-
tion does not want to chan-
nelize IPEF at the expense
of its own market, techni-
cally disallowing the rest
of IPEF partners, especial-
ly economically unstable
countries, to enjoy US busi-
ness ecosystem. According
to opinion piece published
in renowned media, US
national security advisor
Jake Sullivan has said the
framework is a means for
the US to “strengthen ties
with allies and partners for
the purpose of increasing
shared prosperity.” But an-
alysts noted it is “more mar-
keting than policy.” Lack
of consistency in imple-
menting global economic
policies has already drawn
ire of international play-
ers, especially those part

of USled framework. It is
smothering belief that with
change of command, US
changes its economic strat-
egies. The Trans-Pacific
Partnership, an ambitious
major trade pact involving
the Indo-Pacific countries,
was part of President Ba-
rack Obama’s strategic piv-
ot to Asia. Trump pulled the
US out of the trade pact in
2017, after it drew criticism
from the protectionist end
of the US political spec-
trum. Nobody knows what
will happen with IPEF af-
ter Biden is gone. The big-
gest problem with IPEF is
Washington’s mounting ri-
valry to “free trade”. There
are no market access or
tariff reduction provisions
in the framework, which
destroyed trade incentives
that countries in the region
long for. It was also difficult
for the Biden administra-
tion to promise sufficient
political and economic
capital to IPEF. Several
developing countries in the
framework have demanded
clean energy as a signifi-

cant interest in the IPEF.
But while renewable energy
is cheaper than fossil fuels,
the start-up costs of in-
creasing renewable energy
production in a country are
skyrocketing in the wake of
on existing infrastructure,
where carbon-intensive en-
ergy generation continues
to rule. Regional partners
and countries would urge
to pour financial support
from the US in eliminating
their coal sectors gradually.
But apprehensions remain
about the funding and exe-
cution of these initiatives,
especially since IPEF has
not been approved by the
US congress and its politi-
cal sustainability has been
questioned.

No doubt, the verbal fea-
tures of IPEF include
trade facilitation, access
to the digital ecosystem,
financial assistance for
clean-energy  transition,
and increased investment
in the improvement of in-
frastructure and taxation
and anti-corruption.

Chemicals valuing
$8.928 bln imported
in FY 2-22-23

ISLAMABAD: Agriculture and other chemicals
imports into the country during the fiscal year
that ended on June 30, 2023, decreased by 36.61
per cent as compared to the imports of the cor-
responding period of last year. During the period
from July-June, 2022-23, agriculture and other
chemicals costing $8.928 billion were imported as
compared to the imports of $14.085 million in the
same period last year. Meanwhile, the import of
fertilizer manufactured was reduced by 28.52 per
cent as 903,693 metric tons of fertilizer valuing
$604.376 million were imported as against the im-
port of 1.290 million tons costing $845.538 million
in the same period last year. However, during the
last fiscal year, the imports of insecticides into the
country grew by 1.45 per cent as about 37,188 met-
ric tons of insecticides valuing $204.666 million
imported as compared to the imports of 34,622
metric tons worth $201.732 million of the same pe-
riod last year. By June 30, 2023, the country spent
$2.273 billion on the imports of plastic materials
and imported over 1.636 million tons of plastic
materials as compared to the import of 1.942
million tons valuing $3.135 billion in the same
period last year. During the fiscal year 2022-23,
the imports of plastic materials grew by 27.50
per cent as compared to the imports of the cor-
responding period of last year. In order to ful-
fill the local requirements, medicinal products
worth $1.328 billion were also imported during
the period under review as against the imports of
$4.052 billion in the same period last year.—APP

MNAS raise various
1ssues in NA

ISLAMABAD: On the 2nd
day of its farewell session
on Friday, members of the
National Assembly (MNAs)
raised various issues and
problems of their respec-
tive constituencies and
sought prompt action by
the concerned quarters for
its quick addressal.
Speaking on point of or-
der, Salahuddin of Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement
Pakistan (MQM) said Hy-
derabad Electric Supply
Company (HESCO) power
distribution system has ob-
soleted and excessive pow-
er load-shedding has made
the lives of people misera-
ble in the summer season.
Electricity in many areas of
Hyderabad remained sus-
pended for weeks instead of
hour, he added.

He said houses of their
associates were being at-
tacked and the police was

reluctant to register cases
against the culprits. He
urged the ministers for
power and interior to take
notices in this regard.

Salahuddin while drawing
attention of the Speaker to-
wards non-interest of CDA
officials into constructing
“Yadgar-e- Dastoor and
Bagh-e-Dastoor” sought
his ruling. Despite lapse
of three months, the CDA
did not started work on it
and the officials were mak-
ing hurdles in its way, he
remarked. Speaker Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf directed
the CDA to take the issue
seriously besides refer-
ring the issue to the privi-
lege committee and fix re-
sponsibility in this regard.
Maulana Abdul Akbar Chi-
trali said that he raised
the issue of high rate of
wheat prices in Chitral.
The price of wheat’s sack
has increased from Rs

6,000 to Rs 12,000. The
government should fulfill
its promise made with
the people of Chitral, he
added. Agha Hassan Ba-
loch said he and his par-
ty was against violence
but the house of his par-
ty leader Akhtar Managl
was attacked with heavy
weapons resulting injuries
to few children. Romi-
na Khursheed Alam said
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) Secretariat
of National Assembly was
globally acknowledged.
She lamented that fake
news about the efforts of
SDGs were published by
certain media group. Ali
Wazir on a point of order
said that people were be-
ing abducted and they were
receiving ‘chits’ for extort-
ing money. Peshawar also
witnessed frequent bomb
blasts during the last few
days, he added.—APP

Weekly inflation
falls by 0.07 pc

week, according to the PBS data. As

DNA

ISLAMABAD :The weekly inflation,
measured by the Sensitive Price In-
dicator (SPI), witnessed a nominal
decrease of 0.07 percent for the com-
bined consumption group during the
week ended on July 20, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported
on Friday. The SPI for the week under
review in the above-mentioned group
was recorded at 258.45 points as com-
pared to 258.63 points during the past

compared to the corresponding week
of last year, the SPI for the combined
consumption group in the week un-
der review witnessed an increase of
29.16 percent. The weekly SPI with
the base year 2015-16 =100 is cover-
ing 17 urban centers and 51 essential
items for all expenditure groups. The
SPI for the lowest consumption group
up to Rs 17,732, increased by 0.51
percent and went up to 267.24 points
from last week’s 265.88 points. The
SPI for consumption groups from Rs
17,732-22,888, Rs 22,889-29,517, and

(WoW),

Rs 29,518-44,175; however increased
by 0.35 percent, 0.20 percent, and
0.03 percent respectively while it de-
clined by 0.28 percent for consump-
tion group above Rs 44,175. During
the week, out of 51 items, prices of 30
(58.82%) items increased, 09 (17.65%)
items decreased and 12 (23.53%)
items remained stable. The items,
which recorded a decrease in their
average prices on a week-on-week
included onions (10.29%),
chicken (8.57%), bananas (8.34%),
wheat flour (0.98%), vegetable ghee
1 kg (0.49%), vegetable ghee 2.5 kg
(0.39%), cooking oil 5 liter (0.30%),
petrol (3.40%) and diesel (2.64%).
The items that recorded an increase
in their average prices on a week-on-
week (wow) basis, included tomatoes
(36.06%), chillies powder (20.17%),
sugar (4.77%), eggs (4.70%), gur
(3.66%), shirting (2.64%) and garlic
(2.31%).

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan termed
the removal of PTI senior
leader Shehryar Afridi from
Adiyala Jail by unknown
men as completely unlawful
and illegal, urging the judi-
ciary to take a stand and
stop this sheer violation of
their fundamental rights
and blatant victimisation of
members of Pakistan’s larg-
est political party.

In a strong reaction to the
unlawful removal of Shehr-
yar Afridi from Adiyala Jail,
PTI Chairman strongly con-
demned the unlawful move,
which, he said, was a clear
indication of prevalent law-
lessness and high-handed-
ness in the country.

Imran Khan said: “Remov-
al of Shehryar Afridi from
Adiyala Jail day before yes-
terday by unknown men
is completely illegal and
shows the sheer lawless-
ness and high-handedness
in the country.”

He went on to say that as
highlighted by his lawyer,
the sole purpose of putting
Shehryar through this tor-
ture and persecution is to
coerce him into recording
164 CrPc statement against
him (Khan), adding that
now he had been slapped
with another frivolous FIR
in Bhawalpur, accused of
being involved in a ridicu-
lous case of stolen wheat.
“I urge our judiciary to take
a stand and stop this com-
plete violation of our funda-
mental rights and blatant
victimisation of members of
Pakistan’s largest political
party,” he added.

ANF recovers
101 kg drugs
in four

operations

RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting four operations
across the country managed
to recover 101 kg of drugs
and arrested four accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Friday.
He informed that two op-
erations were conducted
at Islamabad International
Airport and ANF recovered
146 Icefilled capsules from
the possession of three
passengers, going to Oman
and Bahrain by flight num-
ber PK-187 and WY-348.
In another operation near
Kot Abdul Malik Toll Pla-
za, Sheikhupura, 21.6 kg
opium, and 52.8 kg hashish
were recovered from a vehi-
cle. An accused resident of
Peshawar was also arrested
during the operation. In the
fourth operation, over 26 kg
hashish concealed in plastic
bags was recovered from
a deserted area near Zero
Line Torkham.—APP
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Surging violence

The recent surge in militant attacks within Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa (KP) demands immediate attention, as the toll

of lives lost and casualties continues to rise. In the face of
multiple consecutive attacks within such a short time span, it is
evident that militants possess the capacity to launch coordinated
strikes on multiple fronts within the country.
Tragedy struck in the Bara Bazaar of Khyber district, where a
blast claimed the lives of three policemen and left seven others
injured. Authorities confirm that both attackers were neutralised
by the police, highlighting the intensity of the exchange as both
deadly gunfire and explosive blasts ensued. Another attack in Pe-
shawar’s Regi Model Town area, resulted in the martyrdom of
two more police officers. The preceding Tuesday witnessed yet
another devastating assault, as a suicide bomber targeted a vehi-
cle carrying Frontier Corps personnel in Peshawar’s Hayatabad.
The explosion caused injuries to six paramilitary personnel and
two civilians. The relentless nature of these attacks demonstrates
the militants’ ability to strike with impunity, endangering both law
enforcement personnel and innocent civilians.
Alarming statistics released by the Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies echo these tragic events. According to their
report, the first half of this year already witnessed a steady rise in
terror and suicide attacks, claiming the lives of 389 people nation-
wide. This data underscores the urgent need for a comprehensive
and sustained counterterrorism strategy. To effectively address
this escalating menace, we must bolster security measures at vul-
nerable checkpoints and enhance coordination between regional
security forces in order to thwart future attacks.
The recent surge in militant attacks in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa de-
mands collective resolve from all segments of society. The rise
in violence and the militants’ ability to strike across various re-
gions of Pakistan necessitates an immediate response. Pakistan
must unite against these militants and prevent the establishment
of Taliban strongholds in Pakistan as well as Afghanistan, as it is
imperative that we dismantle these violent networks and reclaim
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Scientists victims
of coercion

study released by the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences at the end of last month on the results of an online sur-
ey it conducted on behalf of the Asian American Scholar Forum
has put the spotlight on the widespread fear among US-based scientists
of Chinese descent conducting routine research and academic work in
the country. The survey revealed “a strong sense of uneasiness and fear”
among the respondents. Out of the 1,304 scientists of Chinese descent
surveyed, 72 percent said they did not feel safe as an academic research-
er, 42 percent are fearful of conducting research, and 65 percent are
worried about collaborations with Chinese researchers or institutions.
Most remarkably, 61 percent said they thought about leaving the United
States for another country due to the Chinese-hostile social environment
in the US. The PNAS attributed this to the China Initiative launched in
2018 by the Department of Justice. The initiative, supposedly formalized
the concerns of the Donald Trump administration about alleged “Chi-
nese economic espionage” on the back of the trade war it was waging
against China. In reality, it primarily targeted US-based academic sci-
entists of Chinese descent for scrutiny on the grounds of alleged “re-
search integrity” issues. The most prominent of these being a failure
to disclose relationships with Chinese institutions on federal grant
applications. The initiative was heavily criticized for racial profiling
by both the scientific community and civil rights advocates in the US,
leading to an end to it under that official name in early 2022. But
not before at least 150 scientists of Chinese descent were put under
official investigation, 24 of whom faced criminal charges, while many
more were investigated in secret. To quote FBI director Christopher
Wray in a US Congress hearing, more than 2,000 investigations were
launched during the implementation period of the China Initiative, or
one every 10 hours. Since the end of World War II, the US has wel-
comed and absorbed talents from all over the world, including China,
in order to maintain its primacy in science and technology.
But contrary to this practice, the US under the Trump administration
began putting the squeeze on Chinese talents. President Joe Biden
has continued the policies of his predecessor targeting Chinese re-
searchers. In a talk with ethnic Chinese overseas in the 1950s, Pre-
mier Zhou Enlai famously compared them to daughters of a family
that married into another family, who in traditional Chinese culture
could play a positive role in promoting the relations between the two
families. Ironically, the China Initiative and the broader prejudice
against people of Chinese descent in US society will only serve to

peace and stability throughout the nation.

undermine the US’ global leadership in science and technology.

A rail link to reshape the region

Qamar Bashir

The project is expected to
be completed by the end of
2027, and by 2030, trains
will be able to transport
up to 15 million tonnes
of products annually. The
line will facilitate both
passenger and freight
services, reduce cargo
delivery periods between
Uzbekistan and Pakistan
by approximately five
days and transport costs
by at least 40 percent.
With the signing of
the protocol, it would
begin the phases of
meticulous planning,
resource allocation, and
project implementation,
as well as a concerted,
coordinated efforts to
establish robust

signed an agreement to build a 760-kilome-

terlong (472-mile-long) railway track con-
necting the three nations. The railroad would travel
from Termez, Uzbekistan to Kharlachi, Pakistan via
Mazar-i-Sharif, Afghanistan. The project is sched-
uled to be completed by the end of 2027 at a cost of
$2.8 billion. The success of the rail link will depend
on a number of factors, including the political stabil-
ity of the region, the availability of financing, and the
continued, unconditional, and willing cooperation
of the three countries. Nonetheless, the potential
advantages of the rail link are substantial, and the
initiative has the potential to transform the region.
The concept of a rail connection between Pakistan,
Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan dates back many years.
In the 1970s, the Soviet Union proposed construct-
ing a railroad connecting the three nations. Due to
the 1989 Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan, howev-
er, the project was never completed. The ratification of
the agreement on July 18 in Islamabad, in the presence
of “high-ranking” railway officials from the three coun-
tries, brought the age-old concept to fruition. According
to plan, the rail route will traverse Termiz, Uzbekistan,
Afghanistan’s Mazar-e-Sharif and Logar provinces, and
conclude in Pakistan via the Kharlachi border crossing
in the Kurram tribal district near the Afghan border.
Reportedly, the financing for this 760 km railway track
has not yet been finalized, however, the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank, and the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development have all expressed in-
terest in lending support to the project, but no formal
commitments have been made. Russia has also said that
it would be willing to assist in laying down the railway
and supplying locomotives and rolling stock, provided
the project is able to attract fundings. In the absence
of any firm commitments from international financial
institutions, it is possible that the signatory countries
will have to fund it themselves which seems uphill task
keeping in view the dilapidated financial outlook of both
Pakistan and Afghanistan, but if financial arrangements
are made, it would be a major boost to regional trade
and economic development.
The project is expected to be completed by the end of
2027, and by 2030, trains will be able to transport up
to 15 million tonnes of products annually. The line will
facilitate both passenger and freight services, reduce
cargo delivery periods between Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan by approximately five days and transport costs
by at least 40 percent. With the signing of the proto-
col, it would begin the phases of meticulous planning,
resource allocation, and project implementation, as
well as a concerted, coordinated efforts to establish
robust regional connectivity. The project’s strength
rests in its capacity to stimulate regional trade and
economic growth, generate employment, and provide
cost-effective industrial raw materials and utilities to
enhance the competitiveness of industrial services
and agricultural outputs. The project is expensive and

Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and Afghanistan have

may be difficult to finance, is likely to encounter se-
curity challenges, particularly while passing through
Afghanistan, and may require years to complete. It
will create numerous opportunities, including the
possibility of linking with the Gwadar port, which
would provide Central Asian countries with access to
a warm-water port, and extending to other nations in
the region. It may also face hazards such as political
instability in one or more of the involved countries
and imminent economic challenges, such as a decline
in global trade and a dearth of export substitutes.

This project would provide Pakistan with an efficient
and time-saving way to export its agricultural prod-
ucts, such as wheat, sugar, rice, maize, and vegeta-
bles and fruits such as apples, oranges, tomatoes,
and potatoes, dairy products, such as milk, yogurt,
and cheese, meat and poultry, such as beef, chick-
en, and lamb, and a variety of processed food prod-
ucts, including canned food, spices, frozen food, and
snacks. Pakistan can export cotton, wool, and silk in
the textile industry, as well as a variety of home ap-
pliances, including refrigerators, televisions, washing
machines, and electronics besides sports goods
and surgical instruments. Uzbekistan is a major
producer of cotton, which is used to create textiles
such as clothing, home furnishings, and other prod-
ucts. In addition to cotton, Uzbekistan also produc-
es grapes, melons, and tomatoes. In addition, it is
a significant producer of meat and dairy products,
including beef, lamb, and milk. It grows wheat and
other cereal grains. It also produces gold, silver,
and copper, among other minerals. It has a devel-
oping manufacturing sector and produces a range
of appliances, including refrigerators, televisions,
and washing machines, as well as mobile phones,
computers, and televisions, as well as a range of
construction materials, including cement, steel,
and lumber. Afghanistan’s mineral wealth allows it
to export copper, iron, gold, and lithium for use as
basic materials in the production of finished goods.
In addition to being a significant producer of ag-
ricultural products such as fruits and vegetables,
it can also export carpets and other similar items.
Afghanistan has oil and gas reserves that could be
used to produce gasoline, diesel, and aviation fuel
for export to Pakistan and Uzbekistan, where they
could be used to fuel automobiles, generators, and
other machinery. The rail link could also be con-
nected to the strategically located Gwadar port in
Pakistan for the benefit of the entire region and the
globe by giving Central Asian countries access to a
warm-water port and giving Pakistan a new route
into Central Asia and beyond. Once fully opera-
tional, it would help reduce poverty by creating a
significant number of employment opportunities
in the construction, operation, and maintenance
of the rail link, and its increased trade and trans-
portation efficiency would make it more attractive
to investors. The signing of the contract occurs at

an important time. The somewhat shaky peace in
Afghanistan may have been a major factor in the
other two countries’ decision to move forward with
the project, despite the fact that other nations of
the world may view it with skepticism due to the
unrecognized status of the interim Afghan govern-
ment and its deliberate refusal to adhere to the
Doha Agreement. Nonetheless, the region is pres-
ently experiencing a period of relative peace and
stability, which has made the signing of this and
other high-value projects such as CASA 1000 and
TAPI gas pipeline possible. The success of these
essential initiatives will establish a regional ecosys-
tem to promote economic industrial, trade and
investments. The success of the project will also
depend on the strong political will of the states and
should not be affected by the change of govern-
ments in the respective countries, the allocation
of sufficient and timely resources to it, and the
hiring of credible, experienced, and resourceful
contractors who have the ability, expertise, and
resources to adhere to the project’s timelines in
letter and spirit. Importantly, the success of the
project would largely depend on the security and
safety of the entire region, the eradication of ter-
rorism from all countries, the destruction of ter-
rorist safe havens, especially in Afghanistan, and
the creation of a law and order situation that en-
sures the safe, secure, and effortless movement
of goods along the route and to its destinations.
The security situation in Afghanistan will be the
most difficult barrier for this project. Contrary
to the Doha Agreement, Afghanistan is providing
safe havens to over 6000 fully armed and trained
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) terrorists who
are carrying out terrorist attacks all along the
border, putting the lives and properties of peo-
ple living in border areas in great danger and in
constant state of fear. They have also martyred
scores of civilians and security personnel in re-
cent days, prompting the Army Chief to warn
Afghanistan to eliminate these terrorist groups
which have ransomed the security and stability
of the entire region. These terrorist groups pose
a significant risk to all such projects traveling
through Afghanistan, necessitating the Afghan
government’s efforts to rid the country of the
dangers of terrorism and extremism.

The donor agencies’ commitment of huge funds
will also be contingent on the security and safety
and establishment of law and order in Afghanistan,
in the absence of which the donor agencies will
naturally shy away from making any commit-
ment for provision of funds, and one does not
need rocket science to understand that cash
starved Afghanistan and Pakistan are unable to
fund this initiative with their own funds. With
Afghanistan’s security issues resolved, the pro-
ject makes a lot of economic sense.

Biden’s mixed results hurting his reelection chances

Dr. Majid rafizadeh

The rising cost of
living, along with the
cost of basic needs and
commodities, high interest
rates, supply chain issues,
a dwindling workforce and
high inflation are putting
a lot of pressure on the
working class and on
small businesses. It was
reported in December
last year that the average
American family had
lost about $7,100 in
purchasing power due
to inflation and higher
interest rates during
Biden’s presidency. For
example, Ashley Bachman

S President Joe Biden has now been in of-

fice for two and a half years, which gives us

enough time to examine his progress on
major domestic and foreign policy issues. Biden
has already announced that he will be running for
reelection in 2024. The success or failure of his
administration’s domestic and foreign policies will
play a crucial role in his bid for reelection. Biden's
approval rating this month dipped to one of its low-
est points so far. In general, a majority of Ameri-
cans disapprove of the job he is doing as president,
according to the Reuters/Ipsos poll. Biden’s ap-
proval rating lingered at 40 percent in early July,
which is slightly lower than the previous month’s
approval rating and is lower than the approval rat-
ings of many of his predecessors, including Barack
Obama and George W. Bush, at this point in their
respective presidencies. On the domestic level, the
key issues for the American public include employ-
ment, inflation, immigration, the healthcare sys-
tem and the crime rate. But the single most impor-
tant concern for the American people is most likely
related to the economy.
The rising cost of living, along with the cost of basic
needs and commodities, high interest rates, supply
chain issues, a dwindling workforce and high infla-
tion are putting a lot of pressure on the working
class and on small businesses. It was reported in
December last year that the average American fam-
ily had lost about $7,100 in purchasing power due
to inflation and higher interest rates during Bid-
en’s presidency. For example, Ashley Bachman, a
mother of three and restaurant owner from West
Virginia, stated: “Unfortunately, after COVID we
have been hit with another crisis. The crisis of ris-
ing costs of everything ... Our little restaurant has
been bleeding money due to all the increased costs
and I don’t know how much longer we’ll be able
to continue with the prices the way they are.” And
Chuck Mills, the owner and operator of his family’s

manufacturing company in Oklahoma, said: “The
lack of workforce and supply chain issues, com-
bined with inflationary pressures, have made this
economy the most difficult economy I have dealt
with in over four decades.” Another key issue is
the national debt, which increased by almost $4
trillion in the first two years of the Biden adminis-
tration. Some people also disapprove of the White
House’s approach to immigration, as there have
been about 6 million illegal border crossings since
Biden assumed office. There has also been an in-
crease in the number of drug trafficking and human
trafficking offenses. On the other hand, the presi-
dent’s most noticeable domestic accomplishments
include passing the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal,
aka the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act.
Biden signed this $1 trillion infrastructure bill into
law. According to the White House, it will rebuild
“America’s roads, bridges and rails, expand access
to clean drinking water, ensure every American has
access to high-speed internet, tackle the climate
crisis, advance environmental justice, and invest in
communities that have too often been left behind.”
The Biden administration also launched a historic
$20 billion program in grant competitions for in-
vestment in clean energy. In addition, the Biden
administration’s Inflation Reduction Act provides
$369 billion for climate-related investments and of-
fers tax breaks. When it comes to Biden’s foreign
policy, a majority of Americans disapprove of the
way the president is handling America’s affairs.
This is most likely due to the administration’s ap-
proach to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. His approval
rating for the way he handled Russia in the buildup
to its invasion last year was just 36 percent, accord-
ing to a Gallup poll. Although some people believe
that the president’s cautious foreign policy has
kept the US from being dragged into a full-fledged
war with Moscow, many believe the administration
has failed to adequately handle the situation.

This is likely because the Biden administration does
not appear to have an articulate and clear agenda
or an endgame for resolving the conflict. In oth-
er words, the administration’s policy seems to be
anchored in only providing weapons, ammunition
and financial assistance to Ukraine. For example,
Biden in February announced nearly half a billion
dollars of additional assistance for Kyiv, including
“the delivery of artillery ammunition, anti-armor
systems, and air surveillance radars to help protect
the Ukrainian people from aerial bombardments.”
However, National Public Radio reported: “After
Congress appropriated more than $112 billion in
military and economic support in the space of a
single year — and with no signs of an end to the con-
flict — polls show a growing number of Americans
feel the United States is giving Ukraine too much.”
Another foreign policy issue affecting Biden’s ap-
proval rating is the August 2021 withdrawal from
Afghanistan, which many people viewed as being
poorly planned. On the other hand, the Biden ad-
ministration has fulfilled the president’s promise
of repairing the damaged ties between the US and
its European allies. Under Biden’s predecessor
Donald Trump, relations between the transatlantic
partners appeared to have been undermined be-
yond simple disagreements. The Biden administra-
tion has pursued a more conventional foreign poli-
cy with the EU by reaffirming American support for
NATO. This has allowed Biden to restore normality
in transatlantic ties. Nevertheless, challenges re-
main when it comes to trade and subsidy concerns.
In a nutshell, Biden’s overall approval rating is low
due to his administration’s handling of key issues,
including the economy and foreign affairs. In order
to increase his odds of winning the 2024 presiden-
tial election, the president needs to gain more sup-
port and improve his popularity by employing more
informed domestic and foreign policies.
—Courtesy: Arab News
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Govt focuses
on attracting
investment

From Pack 01
During a high-level meeting,
the Government unveiled
an elaborated ‘Economic
Revival Plan’ in the wake of
economic hardships being
confronted by the country.
The plan envisages capital-
izing Pakistan’s untapped
potential in key sectors
of Defence Production,
Agricultural / Livestock,
Minerals / Mining, IT and
Energy, through indigenous
development as well as
investments from friendly
countries. To fast-track the
development of projects,
establishment of Special In-
vestment Facilitation Coun-
cil has been undertaken to
act as a ‘Single Window’
interface for the potential
investors as well as to adopt
a unified approach.

No new
taxes on
agriculture,
real estate
sectors: Dar

From Pace 01

The total liquid foreign re-
serves were reported to be
US$ 14,065.3 million, with
the central bank holding
$8,727.2 million, thanks to
inflows from Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), and the IMF.

The central bank had re-
ceived $2.0 billion from
Saudi Arabia, following
$1.2 billion from the IMF,
and $1.0 billion from the
UAE, contributing to the
net foreign reserves held by
commercial banks at US$
5,338.1 million. The finance
minister reassured the pub-
lic that the government had
made all due payments in
accordance with interna-
tional agreements, further
demonstrating its commit-
ment to meeting obligations
on time. Highlighting the
government’s commitment
to financial transparency,
Senator Dar shared the
IMF agreement and stated
that it would be made avail-
able on the Ministry of Fi-
nance’s website for public
information. The minister
also handed over a copy of
the agreement to the lower
House of Parliament.

AGP seeks
time on
right to...

From Pace 01
such a way that the coun-
try’s position at the global
level is not affected,” the
AGP said. The AGP’s re-
quest came during a hear
ing of identical petitions
challenging the govern-
ment’s decision to conduct
trials of civilians in military
courts. The six-member
bench comprising Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan Umar Ata
Bandial, Justice Ijazul Ah-
san, Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice
Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar
Naqvi and Justice Ayesha
Malik. At the start of the
hearing, AGP Awan took
to the rostrum and reiter-
ated the need for military
courts. He also assured the
bench that arrests were
made very carefully after a
thorough investigation.

He further contended that
according to the Army Act,
those breaking the disci-
pline of civilian forces came
under the law. He then said
he wanted to brief the court
on the amendments to the
Army Act. However, Jus-
tice Akhtar inquired: “Does
injuring an army officer
amount to preventing him
from performing his duty?”
He further slammed the

AGP for contradictory
statements: “On the one
hand, it is stated that the

state cannot make any law
beyond human rights.

Surging
terror
attacks in...

From Pace 01
KP interim Information
Minister Feroz Jamal said
the police are equipped to
deal with the rising terror-
ist activities but also noted
that the Afghan govern-
ment’s actions could help
curb militancy. “If there
is peace in Afghanistan,
there will be peace in Pa-
kistan. Anyone involved
in cross-border terrorism
should be dealt with [in
Afghanistan],” the infor-
mation minister said.

Seminar on China-Pakistan Relations
Pak-China enjoy a symbiotic
relationship based on trust

Amb. Mahmood further stressed that friendship with China has from
outset been cornerstone of Pakistan’s foreign policy, where both countries
have enjoyed a stable and growmg relatlonshlp marked by strategic trust
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SHANGHAI: The 15-member del-
egation visiting China participated
in a Seminar, titled “China-Pakistan
Relations in International Dynam-
ics,” organized by the Pakistan
Study Centre, Fudan University,
Shanghai. The delegation, being led
by Ambassador Sohail Mahmood,
Director General ISSI includes
diplomats, leading academics, re-
searchers and media persons. The
seminar was moderated by Dr.
Talat Shabbir, Director China-Paki-
stan Study Centre (CPSC) and Dr.
Zhang Jiegen, Associate Professor
and Executive Director, Pakistan
Study Centre, Fudan University.

The speakers in various sessions
included: Prof. Lin Minwang,

and Associate Dean, Law School,

and close cooperatlon

Keynote Speceh
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tween Saudi-Arabia and Iran is a

perity across the globe

Expressing his views on “Paki-
stan’s Development Model and the
CPEC,” Prof. Zhang Jiadong under-
lined that Pakistan holds immense
potential in terms of its labor divi-
dend and infrastructural develop-
ment. Pakistan’s unique geography
and its good relations with major
powers further positions it to be
a bridge between various parts of
the world. In this milieu, CPEC and
Pakistan’s pivot to geo-economics
complement each other.

Dr. Ayesha Alam, in her remarks,
discussed the theme “CPEC: A
Gateway to Regional Connectiv-
! ity.” She stressed that China’s
[y A development projects including
six-major corridors in various
parts of the world are a testament
to China’s commitment to global

kq--wlr Speech
16:30-16:50)

Professor and Assistant Dean,
Institute of International Stud-
ies, Fudan University; Dr. Tahir
Mumtaz Awan, Head China Study
Centre, COMSATS University,
Islamabad; Prof. Zhang Jiadong,
Professor and Director of the Cen-
tre for South Asian Studies, Fudan
University; Dr. Ayesha Alam, Head
Pakistan Studies Department, Haz-
ara University; Prof. Xin Qiang,
Professor and Associate Direc-
tor, Center for American Studies,
Fudan University; Prof. Dr. Kau-
sar Takrim, Director, China Study

Shanghai University of Interna-
tional Business and Economics.

DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood was the keynote speak-
er of the seminar. Dr. Zhang Jie-
gen, in his welcome remarks, gave
a brief overview of the Fudan Uni-
versity and Pakistan Study Cen-
tre. In his introductory remarks,
Dr. Talat Shabbir stressed the
peaceful rise of China for the
good of humanity across the globe
and highlighted that the Pakistan
China friendship has grown from
strength to strength, where both

Addressing the seminar on “The
Philosophy of Chinese Diploma-
cy: From Global Development In-
itiative, Global Security Initiative
to Global Civilization Initiative,”
Prof. Lin Minwang noted that
President Xi Jinping’s three Initi-
atives are linked to the “Chinese
dream for the world” which en-
visages a shared future for all in-
cluding both its immediate neigh-
bors and the world community.
China’s role in developing the
Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB); role in stabilizing

testament to China’s commitment
towards an international commu-
nity where China is not ‘free-rid-
er’ but a responsible power.

During his remarks, Dr. Tahir
Mumtaz Awan, dilated on the
theme, “The Friendship Diploma-
cy and Emerging Chinese Initia-
tives for Global Good.” He stated
that China’s various Initiatives
are complemented by its other
projects aiming at South-South
Cooperation, people-to-people
exchanges, health projects, and
efforts for enhanced environment

development. She further high-
lighted that it is the collective re-
sponsibility of both Pakistan and
China to counter anti-CPEC prop-
aganda which usually emanates
from India and the West.

Expressing his views on, “Region-
al Implications of China-US Stra-
tegic Rivalry,” Prof. Xin Qiang
highlighted that the China-US
rivalry is seen as a long-term,
systematic, and global rivalry. He
observed that it would manifest it-
self in all corners of the world and
would likely affect various dimen-

Centre, University of Peshawar;
and Prof. Guo Xuetang Professor

countries enjoy a symbiotic rela-
tionship based on trust, goodwill,

situation in Afghanistan, and role
in facilitating rapprochement be-

cooperation
expressed desire for shared pros-

indicating China’s  sions including economy, securi-

ty, hi-tech, and even architecture.

Pakistan qualify for final
of Emerging Asia Cup

Omair scored 88 runs in 79 balls with help of 10
fours and a six. Meanwhile, Haris played a brisk
knock of 52 runs in 43 balls which included five fours

DHAKA: Pakistan A de-
feated Sri Lanka A by 60
runs in the semi-final of
the ongoing Emerging
Asia Cup on Friday. The
Men in Green will face
the winner of the second
semi-final between India
A and Bangladesh A.

While chasing a target of
323 runs, the home side
were bowled out for 262 in
45.4 overs. Pacer Arshad
Igbal was the pick of the
bowlers for Pakistan after
claiming figures of 5-37.

Mubasir Khan and Sufiyan

ets each for the winning
side. Sahan Arachchige and
Avishka Fernando scored
97 runs each for Sri Lanka
but it was not enough to get
their side over the line.

Earlier, fifties by Omair
Bin Yousuf and captain
Mohammad Haris powered
Pakistan A to 322 against
Sri Lanka A. After deciding
to bat first in Colombo, the
Pakistan cricket team were
bowled out for 322 on the
final ball of the innings.

Omair scored 88 runs in
79 balls with the help of 10

Haris played a brisk knock
of 52 runs in 43 balls which
included five fours.
Mubasir Khan and Tayyab
Tahir chipped in with 42
and 26 runs, respectively.
Mohammad Wasim Jr pro-
vided impetus at the back-
end of the innings with
a cameo of 24 runs in 17
balls. He smacked two sixes
and a four. For Sri Lanka,
Chamika Karunaratne, Pra-
mod Madushan and Lahiru
Samarakoon claimed two
wickets each. The final of
the event will be held on

Pakistan: Sahibzada
Farhan, Saim Ayub, Tayy-
ab Tahir, Qasim Akram,
Omair Yousuf, Mohammad
Haris (c), Mubasir Khan,
Amad Butt, Mohammad
Wasim, Sufiyan Mugeem,
Arshad Igbal.

Sri Lanka: Dunith Wel-
lalage (c), Lasith Croo-
spulle, Avishka Fernando,

Minod Bhanuka, Pasindu
Sooriyabandara, = Ashen
Bandara, Sahan Arach-

chige, Dushan Hemantha,
Chamika Karunaratne, La-
hiru Samarakoon, Pramod

Mugeem bagged two wick- fours and a six. Meanwhile,

Sunday, July 23, in Colombo.  Madushan. - Agencies

Waseem’s world title
fight postponed

LAHORE: Pakistani boxer Mohammad Waseem’s world
title fight has been postponed due to non-issuance of visa.
Waseem, who is currently in Scotland, was scheduled to
travel to Dubai for his fight but his visa application was
rejected due to incorrect information. Immediately after
rejection, Waseem’s Dubai-based Disrupt Promotions re-
applied for visa but the application couldn’t process in
limited time. Star boxer and three-time WBC flyweight
world silver champion Waseem was scheduled to face
four-time world champion Donnie Nietes of the Philip-
pines tomorrow [July 22]. “Unfortunately, the fight has
been postponed. There is not enough time to wait for
the visa as all the other participants have reached Du-
bai,” Waseem’s manager told GeoSuper.tv. “This fight
will now be rescheduled in mid of August. His pro-
motion is planning to collaborate for a big event in
Saudi Arabia. Hopefully, his fight will now take place
in Saudi Arabia,” the manager added. Meanwhile, Wa-
seem, in a video message, said that it is disappointing
for him that the fight has been postponed. “I worked
really hard in the camp for this fight. My aim was to
win the title for Pakistan. I would like to thank my
promotions for this opportunity. I am hopeful that this
fight will be rescheduled soon,” he concluded. - DNA

Switzerland sour
Philippines’ World
Cup dehut with 2-0 win

DUNEDIN: Switzerland made a winning start to their
Women’s World Cup campaign with a 2-0 victory over
debutants Philippines at Dunedin Stadium on Friday,
thanks to Ramona Bachmann’s first-half penalty and a
close-range effort from Seraina Piubel. Inka Grings’ side
were awarded a penalty by VAR after midfielder Coumba
Sow was caught by a stray boot from Jessika Cowart in
the box late in the first half, with forward Bachmann
coolly slotting the ball past goalkeeper Olivia McDaniel.
“I wasn’t that nervous, but I knew it was an important m
ment,” Bachmann told reporters. “I knew that it would
be important for our team to get to half-time with a 1-0
so I was really focused and I obviously tried to score,
but I feel quite confident in shooting penalties. So I was
really calm.” The Philippines, coached by former Matil-
das manager Alen Stajcic, made history as they became
the first team from their country - male or female - to
appear at the finals of a global soccer tournament. And
they were denied an early opener when midfielder Kat-
rina Guillou’s strike was ruled out for offside. Ana-Maria
Crnogorcevic, Switzerland’s top scorer and most capped
player, fired over from close range before Bachmann’s
penalty put them ahead. Switzerland dominated the sec-
ond half and deservedly doubled their lead through mid-
fielder Piubel, who smashed home in the 64th minute af-
ter McDaniel denied Crnogorcevic and Sow. ~Agencies

Ronaldo topples Kylie by charging
£1.8m per post on Instagram

NEW YORK: Cristiano Ronaldo has surpassed the social
media personality Kylie Jenner on Instagram’s rich list as
the footballer now charges £1.8m per post, becoming the
highest-paid star on the social site. Ronaldo, 38, with 597
million followers, is the most followed individual on Insta-
gram. He has now impressively rates in a staggering £1.87
million per sponsored post, compared with Kylie Jenner
25, who earns £1.47 million for each post. Ronaldo would
often promote the likes of sports website LiveScore, well-
ness brand Therabody and cryptocurrency exchange Bi-
nance on his Instagram account. On the other hand, Kylie
would post about cosmetics brands like Kylie Cosmetics,
and Kylie Swim while also working with other fashion
brands. Kylie has the fifth most (397 million) followers
on Instagram but she earns more than those who have
more followers than her. After Ronaldo, the seven-time
Ballon d’Or winner and the FIFA World Cup 2022 winner
Lionel Messi is the second most-followed individual with
480 million followers who earns £1.38 million per spon-
sored post. Messi is closely followed by Selena Gomez,
with 426 million followers who earn £1.35 million for each
post, while Dwayne Johnson — with 387 million followers
— is in fifth place with £1.33 million. Kim Kardashian

— another media personality — also made the top ten
as she earns £1.31 million per sponsored post. She has
362 million followers on Instagram. Meanwhile, Amer-
ican singing sensation Ariana Grande came in seventh
on the list, very closely behind Kim with £1.3 million
per post, while Beyonce rakes in £1.08 million for each
post. Cristiano topping the list is his latest huge mile-
stone after he was named the world’s highest-paid ath-
lete by Forbes at the beginning of May, with his annual
earnings this year said to top £109 million. - Agencies

Classy Spain send Women's World Cup warning

WELLINGTON: Rampant Spain issued a
Women’s World Cup warning on Friday with
a 3-0 win over Costa Rica while Switzerland
ensured there would be no fairytale debut
for the Philippines. Goalkeeper Chiamaka
Nnadozie was meanwhile the hero for Nige-
ria by saving a penalty to earn them a 0-0
draw with Olympic champions Canada.
Spain’s build-up to the tournament in Aus-
tralia and New Zealand was clouded by a
simmering row involving a group of 15
players who refused to feature under coach
Jorge Vilda. Three eventually returned to
the squad for the World Cup and one of
them, Aitana Bonmati, was on the score-
sheet in Wellington as La Roja launched
wave after wave of attacks at the over-
whelmed Costa Rican defence.

An own goal put Spain on their way and after
Bonmati netted, Esther Gonzalez made it
three in a ruthless six-minute first-half spell
to kill off Costa Rica in double-quick time. In
truth Spain should have won by many more -
Jennifer Hermoso fluffed a first-half penalty
- and did not miss their two-time Ballon d’Or
winner Alexia Putellas. Putellas started as a
substitute, but ominously for Spain’s rivals
for the title, came off the bench for the last
13 minutes, allaying fears about a possible
injury. She only returned in April from a se-
rious knee injury. This World Cup is just two

days and five games in, but already there has
been a penalty in every game. In the first
match Friday, Nnadozie denied Canada and
their record-breaking goalscorer Christine
Sinclair from the spot in front of 21,410 fans

in Melbourne. Nnadozie called it a dream
come true as both sides took a point in a
tight-looking Group B which is topped by
Australia following their 1-0 win over Ireland
on Thursday, again through a penalty. “It

was a great thing today that we were able
to at least get something and it was a dream
come true for me personally,” said the goal-
keeper, who was named player of the match.
The 22-year-old Paris FC stopper said she
wanted revenge on Sinclair - the all-time
top scorer in international football - after
conceding against the forward previously.
“When she took the ball, I was like, ‘Okay,
it’s Sinclair again’, because the last time we
played against them, she scored against me.
“I was very angry, and I told myself, this is
the opportunity to make things right.”

The Philippines were beaten 2-0 by Swit-
zerland as their World Cup debut fell flat.
The tournament minnows thought they
had taken the lead in the first half in the
New Zealand city of Dunedin but the goal
was ruled out for offside in front of 13,711
spectators. If that was the correct call,
the VAR decision which gave the Swiss
a penalty on the stroke of half-time was
more contentious. Ramona Bachmann
was nevertheless unerring from the spot,
sending goalkeeper Olivia McDaniel the
wrong way. The Swiss, ranked 20th in
the world to their opponent’s 46th, were
good value for their lead and doubled it
in the 64th minute when Seraina Piubel
slammed in a rebound from close range
for a routine win. - Agencies

Attempts
to delay
elections
to harm...

From Pace 01
PTI leadership support has
paved the way for the IMF
SBA and led to the Board’s
approval. As the largest na-
tional party in Pakistan, we
will always support actions
for the benefit of the coun-
try and the welfare of the
people, despite our strong
apprehensions about the fas-
cist actions of the PDM gov-
ernment against the citizens
and political opponents.
The PTI  whitepaper
showed that the IMF staff
report acknowledged the
gains made under the PTI
government.  ‘Following
the program approval in
July 2019, the authorities’
decisive policy implemen-
tation started to reverse
Pakistan’s large imbalanc-
es’ left by the PMLN gov-
ernment in 2018.
It was said that IMF staff
notes that under the
PML-N government the
‘misaligned economic pol-
icies—including large fis-
cal deficits, loose mone-
tary policy, and defense of
an overvalued exchange
rate— eroded macroeco-
nomic stability, increased
external and public debt,
and depleted internation-
al reserves’.

“Cypher

can lead to
Khan’s...

From Pace 01

He termed the former prin-
cipal secretary to the ex-PM
Azam Khan’s confessional
statement “important”, say-
ing the former premier’s
aide has validated his oppo-
nents’ allegations.

Imran’s top aide had re-
vealed in the confessional
statement that the then-
prime minister last year
used the diplomatic cypher
sent by Pakistan’s envoy to
Washington to concoct a
narrative against the estab-
lishment and opposition.

Curative
review
against...

From Pace 01

government against Sen-
ior Puisne Judge Qazi
Faez Isa. CJP Bandial had
reserved the verdict on
the federal government’s
plea earlier in April this
year. The CJP disposed of
the petition on the basis of
withdrawal, according to
the verdict announced to-
day (Friday). The Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM)-led government
had requested the apex
court to withdraw the cu-
rative review petition filed
against Justice Isa.
President Dr Arif Alvi had
approved the withdrawal of
the curative review petition
and Civil Miscellaneous Ap-
plication against Justice Isa,
on the advice of PM Sheh-
baz, through Article 48 of
the Constitution.

President Alvi had also
signed his Power of At
torney in favour of Advo-
cate-on-Record (AOR).

In 2021, the then govern-
ment of Imran Khan filed
a curative review petition
against the order of the
majority in the review pe-
titions of Justice Isa passed
on April 26, 2021.

Pakistan
wants end
to Ukraine

conflict: FO

From Pace 01
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
it has been the first ever
move of this kind since the
establishment of diplomatic
ties between the two coun-
tries in 1993. She said Pa-
kistan and Ukraine have
agreed to enhance mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation
in trade, investment, high-
er education, agriculture,
defence, and information
technology for the mutual
benefit of both countries.
They agreed on the impor-
tance of regular dialogue
and engagement and de-
cided to hold meetings of
various institutional mech-
anisms in due course. She
further said that it was
also agreed to deepen cul-
tural exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people contacts.
The Spokesperson also
spoke about the founder
and President of Jammu
and Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party Shabbir Ah-
mad Shah, who completed
six years of his continued
detention this month.
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Chinato
explore
more 5G use
scenarios

ISLAMABAD: China will
explore more use scenarios
for 5G technology in a wide
range of sectors including
industry, mineral mining
and ports operation, with
more than 3,000 enter
prises expected to build
5G-wired factories in 2023,
said a senior government
official. Zhao Zhiguo, chief
engineer of China’s Minis-
try of Industry and Infor
mation Technology (MIIT),
said that the country will
accelerate research and
development (R&D) of the
next-generation 6G technol-
ogy. By the end of June, a
total of 2.93 million 5G base
stations have been put into
services in China, with the
number of 5G smartphone
users reaching 676 million
and the connected Internet
of things (IoT) devices hit-
ting 2.12 billion, according
to the MIIT. 5G has been
applied in 60 major eco-
nomic categories in China
and is expanding to sectors
including  manufacturing,
medical treatment, edu-
cation and transport. The
amount of use scenarios
has reached over 50,000
types, Zhao said. Zhao
pointed to efforts to boost
the development of 5G
network and application as
well as accelerate 6G R&D
so as to build solid founda-
tion for developing China
into a manufacturing and
internet power as well as
contribute to the building of
digital China, China News
service reported. While
comprehensively  enhanc-
ing 5G network quality, the
authorities will continue to
expand 5G coverage in ma-
jor scenarios in urban areas
as well as rural regions. In
addition, efforts will also
be made to promote 5G
RedCap’s development to
further reduce costs and in-
crease application scale, ac-
cording to Zhao.—Agencies

Cambodia

heir leads

final rally
ahead of polls

PHNOM: Cambodian lead-
er Hun Sen’s eldest son and
chosen successor hailed
“victory day” in a final
rambunctious rally Friday,
ahead of one-sided elec-
tions that his father’s ruling
party is guaranteed to win.
One of the world’s long-
est-serving rulers, Hun
Sen has played off tensions
between the United States
and China to buttress his
grip on power, and critics
say that more than 30 years
after UN-brokered peace
accords ended decades of
bloody conflict, his rule has
left Cambodian democracy
in a sorry state.

A crowd of tens of thou-
sands of supporters on mo-
torbikes, dressed in bright
blue, gathered under grey
skies to hear Hun Manet’s
speech before he roared off
in a huge celebratory mo-
torcade parade around the
capital Phnom Penh.

It was the final rally before
Sunday’s election, which
has seen all meaningful op-
position either disqualified
or exiled, leaving voters
no choice but to hand Hun
Sen’s Cambodian People’s
Party (CPP) a majority in

the 125-member parlia-
ment.—APP
T : ’
Lioness

near Berlin
still on the

loose

BERLIN: German po-
lice extended the search
Friday for a wild animal
believed to be a lioness
roaming the outskirts of
Berlin more than 24 hours
since the last reported
sighting.

In a story that has fasci-
nated Germany and given
rise to a slew of satirical
memes on social media,
two people spotted what
appeared to be a lioness
early Thursday chasing
a wild boar down a street
outside the capital and
made a short, grainy vid-
eo. But their account and a
sighting by police officers
remain the only evidence
so far of the wild animal,
more at home on the Afri-
can savanna than the sandy
soil of eastern Germany.
Police continued combing
the streets of suburban
communities southwest of
Berlin in the small hours
of Friday using night-vision
goggles and drones but
called off a forest search
until daybreak.—Agencies

Turkiye working against
end of Black Sea grain deal

Erdogan said P
adding:

DNA

ANKARA: Ending the Black Sea
grain deal as announced this
week would hit hard in numerous
ways, warned Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, adding
that Turkiye is already working to
prevent this. “The termination of
the Black Sea grain initiative will
have a range of (harmful) effects,
ranging from raising global food
prices, in some regions to famine,
and then new waves of migration.
We do not hesitate to take the in-
itiative to prevent this,” Erdogan
told reporters on Thursday on the
presidential plane returning from
a three-nation Gulf tour. “I be-
lieve that by discussing the issue
in detail with (Russian President
Vladimir) Putin, we will ensure
the continuation of this humani-
tarian movement,” he added, hint-
ing at Turkiye’s unique role as a
country on good terms with both
Russia and Ukraine, which helped
it originally broker the deal along
with the UN. On July 17, Rus-
sia suspended its participation
in the deal, which it signed last
July along with Turkiye, the UN,
and Ukraine to resume grain ex-
ports from three Ukrainian Black
Sea ports paused after the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war began in Febru-

utin has ex
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ary. But even when renewing the
deal in previous months, Moscow
has complained that the Russian
part of the agreement was not
being implemented. Erdogan said
Putin has expectations from West-
ern countries on the grain deal,
adding: “Western countries need
to take action in this regard.”
Under the landmark deal, more
than 33 million tons of grain was
shipped from Ukrainian ports,
preventing a global food crisis, he
said, adding: “The continuation
of such a vital initiative in terms
of its results is for the benefit of
humanity.” Erdogan denied ru-
mors that Turkiye’s importance
in mediation between Russia
and Ukraine has fallen. “On the
contrary, we are currently main-
taining our relations with Russia.
Both Foreign Minister Hakan (Fi-
dan), and (National Intelligence
Organization) MIT head Ibrahim
(Kalin) continue their negotia-
tions,” Erdogan added. The pres-
ident added that he might soon
have a phone call with Putin with-
out waiting for a possible August
meeting. Previously, Erdogan said
Putin is expected to visit Tiirkiye
in August to discuss bilateral rela-
tions and regional issues, includ-
ing the Black Sea grain deal.

“Russia also has some expecta-
tions. If these are met, Russia is

in favor of active operation of this
grain corridor,” he added.

Turkiye will use all its diplomat-
ic tools to make sure the Black
Sea grain deal resumes, he said,
adding: “A consensus has been
reached that serves humanity in
a war environment, and we will
do our best to keep it going. He
said hopefully: “I believe that we
will ensure the continuation of the
Black Sea Grain Initiative before
the process is prolonged.”

Turkiye, internationally praised
for its unique mediator role be-
tween Ukraine and Russia, has re-
peatedly called on Kyiv and Mos-
cow to end the war, now over 500
days old, through negotiations.
Turning to this week’s three-na-
tion Gulf tour, which included

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the
UAE, Erdogan said regional is-
sues should be addressed through
regional cooperation. “In this
respect, we agreed on the con-
tinuation of our consultation and
coordination on regional issues,”
he added. Turkiye has entered a
new era in its bilateral relations
with Saudi Arabia, said Erdogan,
adding that Ankara furthered its
cooperation with five agreements it
signed with Riyadh.

Turkiye and Qatar marked the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations, Erdogan said,
adding that he agreed with Qatari
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani to further extend “excellent”
cooperation in various fields. During
his visit to the UAE, Erdogan said
Ankara and Abu Dhabi signed a total
of 13 deals worth $50.7 billion. There
is a substantial potential between
Tiirkiye and the UAE in the areas of
trade and investment, Erdogan said,
adding: “With the joint agreement we
signed, we have raised our relations
to the level of a strategic partnership.
We established a high-level strategic
council mechanism. With the es
tablishment of the mechanism, we
have provided a platform where we
can discuss issues on our agenda at
the highest level.”The Gulf visit saw
the signing of “the biggest” defense
and aerospace export contracts in

pectations from Western countries on the grain deal,
Western countries need to take action in this regard”

Turkish history, he said. “All these
agreements, beyond their mone-
tary rewards, are signs of the Gulf
countries’ trust in Turkiye’s econ-
omy and industry,” he added. On
Sweden’s pending NATO member-
ship bid, Erdogan said Stockholm’s
accession to the alliance is at the
discretion of the Turkish parlia-
ment. At a recent NATO summit
in Lithuania, Erdogan agreed to
forward to the Turkish parliament
Sweden’s bid to join NATO for a
ratification vote. As parliament is
currently on summer recess, it will
take up the legislation this fall. All
current members of NATO have
to agree to any new additions. Fin-
land and Sweden applied for NATO
membership shortly after Russia
launched its war on Ukraine in
February 2022. Although Turkiye
approved Finland’s membership
to NATO, it is waiting for Sweden
to fulfill its commitments not to
provide shelter to terrorists and
supporters of terrorists and not
to facilitate their actions. “We will
follow the promises and guarantees
given by the Swedish side. We will
take action according to the steps
Sweden takes,” Erdogan explained.
“Turkiye joining the EU - a nation
that is the locomotive of NATO,
with its second-strongest army — will
also add vitality and strength to the
union,” Erdogan said.

Millions rally across Iran
to condemn desecration

Macron demands
‘sound answers’ after
riots shake France

PARIS: President Emmanuel Macron on Friday asked his
government to draw lessons from recent riots sparked by
the police shooting of a teenager, or risk deep divisions
in France. The killing of Nahel M., 17, during a traffic

of Qur’an in Sweden

TEHRAN: Millions of Ira-
nians have taken to the
streets across the country
after Friday prayers to
voice their strong condem-
nation of the recent dese-
cration of the Holy Qur’an,
the second such incident in
less than a month.

The mass rallies were held
in major Iranian cities on
Friday, a day after a Swe-
den-based Iraqi refugee
desecrated the Muslim
holy book during a demon-
stration outside the Iraqi
embassy in Stockholm amid
strict protection provided
by the Swedish police.

The appalling act opened
the floodgates of protest
across the world’s Mus-
lim community, with the
Iranian Foreign Ministry
summoning the Swedish
ambassador to Tehran and
conveying the Islamic Re-
public’s vehement condem-

nation of the heinous act.

“The repeated desecration
of the Holy Qur’an in Swe-
den, with the authorization
of the country’s govern-
ment, has hurt the feelings
of the Muslim world and
followers of monotheistic
religions,” Seyyed Mohsen
Mahmoudi, the deputy
head of Islamic Develop-
ment Coordination Council,
told reporters on Thursday.
Stressing that the Iranian
nation will on Friday con-
demn the act of this “mer-
cenary agent backed by
the Swedish government,”
Mahmoudi said, “The Is-
lamic world must condemn
this heinous act.” Calling
on Iran’s Foreign Minis-
try to deal decisively with
the sacrilegious move, the
official said, “The Muslim
world must confront this ig-
norant government with all
its might.” This was the sec-
ond time Momika was dis-

respecting the Qur’an amid
the approval of Sweden’s
authorities. He set a copy
of the holy book on fire on
June 28, prompting similar
raging protests across the
Muslim world and causing
the Iranian Foreign Minis-
try to summon Sweden’s
chargé d’affaires. In a
communiqué issued after
the rallies on Friday, the
demonstrators called on
the Iranian Foreign Minis-
try, in tandem with other
Muslim countries, to re-
consider diplomatic rela-
tions with the government
in Stockholm. The sacri-
lege comes as Western
countries are “deeply wor-
ried about the increasing
expansion [of Islam] and
the shining of the divine
words and fear the world’s
inclination towards Is-
lam,” it reads. Urging
for unity among Muslim
nations, demonstrators

asked all Muslim states to
establish a “united front”
in the face of “Western-
ers’ wicked actions.” They
also called on Muslim
scholars to ask their gov-
ernments to boycott the
import of Swedish prod-
ucts. Also on Friday, peo-
ple in Iraq and Lebanon
staged rallies on Friday to
condemn the latest act of
desecration. A day earlier,
demonstrators in Baghdad
broke into the Swedish Em-
bassy and set part of it on
fire to show their anger at
the sacrilegious act. The
Iraqi government also or-
dered the Swedish ambas-
sador to leave and decided
to withdraw its envoy from
Stockholm for permitting
the desecration of the Holy
Qur'an. People in Pakistan
also took to the streets to
voice their indignation at
the insult to the holy Mus-
lim book.—Agencies

stop last month prompted protests, riots and looting, with
many accusing the government of allowing a culture of
institutional racism in the police force to fester. Speaking
at a cabinet meeting a day after a government reshuffle,
Macron said the riots had highlighted “a risk of fragmen-
tation, of deep division, of the nation”. There was a “need
for authority and respect”, Macron told the ministers.
“We must draw the lessons from what happened, and pro-
vide sound answers,” he said. This task would “shape” the
government’s work after the summer break, said Macron.
The most intense urban violence since 2005 sparked a de-
bate about law and order, immigration, racism and police
brutality. Thursday’s cabinet revamp has been widely
interpreted as a signal by Macron to move on from a
series of crises since his re-election last year, which
also included widespread protests over a hike in the
French retirement age. The reshuffle was limited in
scope, with Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne, crucially,
remaining in her post. That choice reflected his wish
for “continuity and efficiency”, Macron said. Macron
also told the cabinet meeting that France needed to
bring its finances back on a solid footing after spending
to bolster the economy during the Covid pandemic and
energy subsidies for households triggered a sharp rise
in deficits and debt. “After the summer, we will have to
prepare the country, in a way, for a demanding frame-
work and order in terms of public finances,” Macron
said. This, he said, would put France in a position to
start repaying debt, cut taxes further and allow “a rea-
sonable management of our deficits”.—Agencies

Israel ‘on the
brink of civil war’

TEL AVIV: The former head of Israel’s so-called internal
security service, Shin Bet, has warned that the occupied
territories is on the brink of “civil war” as Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s extremist cabinet presses ahead
with its radical and destructive policies. Nadav Argaman
raised the alarm on Thursday as he expressed support for
the Israeli military reservists who are threatening to stop
showing up for duty in protest at the occupying regime’s so-
called plans to overhaul the judiciary. Hundreds of military
reservists have announced that they will no longer volun-
teer to carry out their specialized duties — among them
air force pilots — if the so-called judiciary reform plan is
passed. The Knesset’s Law, Constitution and Justice Com-
mittee on Thursday approved a bill that aims to strip judges
of their authority to challenge cabinet decisions seen as
“unreasonable,” paving the way for the bill to pass its final
votes in the Knesset.c Describing Netanyahu’s overhaul
scheme as a “regime coup,” Argaman said, “I am certain
that if the legislation passes, there will be those who
say, ‘We will not be part of the security force of a dicta-
torship.” We'll see people leaving [the security forces];
we’ll see a fraying.” Pointing to the months-long protests
against the so-called reform plan in the occupied territo-
ries, Argaman said, “Any legislation that does not have a
broad consensus will lead...Israel to chaos. On Monday,
a law is set to pass... I am fearful for...Israel. I greatly
fear that we are on the brink of civil war.”—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Rana Sana Ullah Khan cutting Ribbon during the
inauguration of Dolphin force in Islamabad. IGP Dr. Akbar Nasir and DIG Shoeb Khurram
Janbaz are also seen in the picture. — DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijan accused Ar-
menia of intending to continue
“illegal activities” on its territory
over Yerevan’s rejection of a road
into the disputed Karabakh region
proposed by Azerbaijan. “The
fact that Armenia ... rejects this
road (Aghdam-Khankendi) by any
means possible proves that the
claim of a ‘tense humanitarian sit-
uation’ in the region is groundless
and that Armenia intends to con-
tinue illegal activities on the ter-
ritory of Azerbaijan,” a statement
by the country’s Foreign Minis-
try said. The statement came in
response to comments made by
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian during a government
meeting earlier in the day. It said
Yerevan’s repeated claims on the
Lachin road over the past eight
months show the country’s in-
tention to “use the issue for its
political purposes and to obstruct
the peace treaty negotiations that

have been progressing recently.”
It further said Armenia’s claim
that Azerbaijan is taking steps to
carry out “ethnic cleansing” in the
Karabakh region is “quite wrong
and dangerous.” The statement
defined Pashinian’s conditions
on the form of dialogue between
Baku and Armenian residents in
Karabakh as “unacceptable” and
a direct challenge to Azerbaijan’s
sovereignty and territorial integri-
ty. It also said Armenia is clearly
trying to make the process of bor-
der delimitation between the two
countries fail, given that Yerevan
“does not fulfill its obligation to
withdraw the Armenian armed
forces from the territory of Azer-
baijan, continues to provide finan-
cial support to the territory, and
emphasizes its territorial claims
in various letters, statements and
speeches.” “Azerbaijan, as the in-
itiator of the peace process with
Armenia in the aforementioned

areas, is interested in establish-
ing peace, stability and securi-
ty in the region and is an active
party in the negotiation process.
If Armenia is interested in peace,
it should stop efforts that hinder
the peace process,” it concluded.
Karabakh has been at the center
of a decadeslong territorial dis-
pute between the two countries.
Azerbaijan in April set up the
border point at the entrance to
the Lachin corridor, exacerbat-
ing allegations from Armenia of
a Karabakh “blockade.” Tensions
soaring over the move left anoth-
er half a dozen people killed from
both sides since December. Baku
fervently denied the claims, say-
ing the checkpoint was created in
response to security threats from
Armenia and citing the transfer
of weapons and ammunition to
the Karabakh region. Earlier this
month, it temporarily halted the
checkpoint pending an investiga-

tion into the Armenian branch of
the Red Cross for alleged smug-
gling. The latest developments
followed a monthslong protest
by Azerbaijani environmental
activists, which Yerevan claims
spurred a humanitarian crisis and
food and fuel shortages. Azerbai-
jan insisted at the time that civil-
ian transport could go unimpeded
through the Lachin corridor. In
February, the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) - the U.N.’s top
judicial body - had ordered Azer-
baijan to ensure free movement
on the road. The two former So-
viet republics fought two wars to
control the mountainous region of
Karabakh in the 1990s and again
in 2020. Six weeks of fighting in
autumn 2020 ended with a Rus-
sian-sponsored cease-fire that saw
Armenia cede swathes of territo-
ries it had controlled for decades.
There have been frequent clashes
at the two countries’ shared bor-

der despite the ongoing peace
talks between Baku and Yerevan
under mediation from the Europe-
an Union and the United States.
When the Soviet Union collapsed
in 1991, ethnic Armenian separa-
tists in Karabakh broke away from
Azerbaijan. The ensuing conflict
claimed some 30,000 lives.

With major regional power Russia
struggling to maintain its decisive
influence because of the fallout
from its war on Ukraine, the
conflict has also drawn Western
mediation efforts. Washington
has been sponsoring peace talks,
hosting ministers from both sides
to hammer out an agreement
twice this year alone, while the
European Union has been mediat-
ing at the level of leaders between
the former Soviet republics. Baku
and Yerevan say “tangible pro-
gress” was made at these talks
but emphasize “more work” is
needed.—Agencies

1dead,3
injured in
knife attack
in Seoul

SEOUL: At least one per-
son has been killed and
three others have been
wounded after a man went
on a “stabbing rampage”
near a subway station in the
South Korean capital Seoul
on Friday, according to the
South Korean police.

The attack happened near
Exit 4 of the Sillim subway
station in southwest Seoul
at 2:07 p.m. (0507 GMT),
police said, as cited by
South Korean state media,
adding that the suspect
was detained by police at
the scene. In a report, the
police announced that the
suspect was a 30-year-old
man who was not in an ab-
normal state at the time
of the incident, and the in-
vestigation into the motive
for the crime is ongoing.
A video posted on local
television station YTN'’s
YouTube channel showed
police apprehending the
suspect, who had sat down
on steps passively as armed
police approached him and
placed him under arrest.
“The man shouted he didn’t
want to live anymore as he
was being apprehended by
the police,” the news media
reported. Eyewitnesses at
the scene said the suspect
stabbed a man in the back
multiple times before run-
ning off and attacking more
people, the Chosun Ilbo
newspaper reported.

South Korea is generally
a very safe country in the
world, with a homicide rate
of just 1.3 per 100,000 peo-
ple in 2021, according to of-
ficial statistics.—APP

Climate

activists

disrupt
British Open

HOYLAKE: Climate activ-
ists disrupted the British
Open on Friday, setting off
a smoke flare and throwing
orange powder onto the
Royal Liverpool course.
The Just Stop Oil group said
three people were involved
in the demonstration at the
17th hole during the sec-
ond day of the tournament
at Hoylake. British golf’s
landmark tournament is the
latest high-profile sporting
event to be targeted by Just
Stop Oil in recent weeks
following interruptions at
Wimbledon and during the
second Ashes cricket Test
at Lord’s. “At around 12.20
pm three Just Stop Oil sup-
porters ran onto hole 17
at The Open in Royal Liv-
erpool,” the group said in
a statement. “They set off
a smoke flare and threw
orange powder paint on
the green before being re-
moved by security.” Amer-
ican golfer Billy Horschel
escorted a woman wearing
a Just Stop Oil T-shirt cov-
ered in orange paint off the
green of the links course
and handed her over to a
police officer. The woman
and a man wearing a simi-
lar T-shirt were both hand-
cuffed and marched off the
course by several police
officers. Open organisers
were prepared for a protest
and stressed they had put
in extra security precau-
tions.—Agencies

Senior doctors
in England
begin 1st strike

in decade

LONDON: Senior doctors
across England began a 48-
hour strike on Thursday,
their first industrial action
in a decade. The strike over
pay dispute by thousands of
consultants and members
of the British Medical As-
sociation (BMA) will contin-
ue until 7 a.m. local time
(0600GMT) on Saturday.
The two-day action, which
prompted postponement
of thousands of already
scheduled appointments,
becomes the first walkout
by senior doctors since
2012. On June 27, the BMA
said that 86.08% of their
members - over 20,700
members - voted for
walkout. Britain’s Nation-
al Health Service (NHS)
warned that the walkout
would have the most se-
vere impact in its history.
“This could undoubtedly
be the most severe impact
we have ever seen in the
NHS as a result of industri-
al action, with routine care
virtually at a standstill for
48 hours,” Stephen Pow-
is, NHS national medical
director, said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. It
also comes two days after
the end of a five-day strike
by junior doctors, which
affected over 100,000 ap-
pointments, according to
the NHS.—APP
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1killed, 14
injured as
van plunges
into ravine

DNA

GILGIT: At least one pas-
senger was Kkilled and 14
were injured on Friday after
a van plunged into a ravine
in the Bathrat village of
Gilgit-Baltistan’s Ghizer dis-
trict, rescue officials said.
Rescue 1122 Rescue and
Safety Officer (Ghizer) Raja
Ajmal Nazeer confirmed
the casualties, adding that
three of the injured were
in critical condition. Among
those three, one was shifted
to the Gilgit Hospital while
the other two were referred
to the Gupis Hospital.
Nazeer further said that
three others were shifted to
the Ghizer district headquar-
ters hospital while the rest of
the injured were sent home
after providing them with
first aid. Stating that there
were a total of 15 passengers
in the van, he said that res-
cue teams had been deployed
to the site of the incident.

CJP accepts
govt’s plea
against
curative review

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Umar Ata
Bandial has approved the
federal government’s peti-
tion seeking the withdrawal
of a curative review filed by
previous PTI-led govern-
ment against Senior Puisne
Judge Qazi Faez Isa.

CJP Bandial had reserved
the verdict on the federal
government’s plea earlier
in April this year. The CJP
disposed of the petition on
the basis of withdrawal,
according to the verdict an-
nounced on riday. PDM-led
government had requested
the apex court to withdraw
the curative review petition
filed against Justice Isa.
President Dr Arif Alvi had
approved the withdrawal of
the curative review petition
and Civil Miscellaneous Ap-
plication against Justice Isa,
on the advice of PM Sheh-
baz, through Article 48 of
the Constitution. President
Alvi had also signed his Pow-
er of Attorney in favour of
Advocate-on-Record (AOR).

China agrees

to reschedule
$2bln debt

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China has
agreed to reschedule over $2
billion publicly guaranteed
debt of Pakistan for a period
of two years, providing a ma-
jor relief to the government
that is in the process of re-
building foreign exchange
reserves through fresh loans
and rolling over maturing
debt. The ECC of the Cabinet
on Thursday approved the re-
vised terms of the agreement
reached between Islamabad
and Beijing, according to sen-
ior Pakistani officials.
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
chaired the meeting. Paki-
stan has built two nuclear
power plants in Karachi that
have a combined generation
capacity of 2,117 megawatts.
The total cost of the plants
is $9.5 billion, including the
$6.5 billion financing from
China. The loan was extend-
ed by the ExportImport
(Exim) Bank of China.

Taliban say
EU bans ‘not
beneficial to

any side’

KABUL: The interim Taliban
administration on Friday said
sanctions and bans will not
benefit the people of the war-
torn nation. Taliban spokes-
man Zabihullah Mujahid said
putting Taliban leaders on the
sanctions list “is not beneficial
to any side.” “Instead of using
pressure and sanctions, inter-
action, dialogue and under-
standing should be used. Re-
peating the failed experience
against Afghans and imposing
politics did not give results,”
the spokesman said in a state-
ment. His statement came
after the European Council
imposed restrictive measures
against 18 individuals and five
entities, including three Tal-
iban key leaders, under the
EU Global HR Sanctions Re-
gime. - Agencies

LGl Russia hits Ukraine’s

grain,

practises seizing ships

Kyiv responded with a similar warning about ships headed to Russia. “Terrorist
attacks are when Russian anti-ship missiles hit shopping malls, hospitals, and
grain terminals,” tweeted Mykhailo Podolyak, a Ukrainian presidential adviser

KYIV: Russia pounded Ukrainian food ex-
port facilities for a fourth day in a row on
Friday and practised seizing ships in the
Black Sea in an escalation of what Western
leaders say is an attempt to wriggle out of
sanctions by threatening a global food cri-
sis. The attacks on Ukraine’s grain, a major
part of the global food chain, followed a vow
by Kyiv to defy Russia’s naval blockade on
its grain export ports following Moscow’s
withdrawal this week from a UN-brokered
safe sea corridor agreement.

“Unfortunately, the grain terminals of an ag-
ricultural enterprise in Odesa region were
hit. The enemy destroyed 100 tons of peas
and 20 tons of barley,” regional governor
Oleh Kiper said on the Telegram messag-
ing app. Photographs released by the emer-
gencies ministry showed a fire burning
among crumpled metal buildings that ap-
peared to be storehouses. Two people were
injured, Kiper said, while officials reported
seven dead in Russian air strikes elsewhere
in Ukraine. Moscow has described the at-
tacks as revenge for a Ukrainian strike on a
Russian-built bridge to Crimea - the Ukrain-
ian Black Sea peninsula seized by Moscow

in 2014. It accuses Ukraine of using the
sea corridor to launch “terrorist attacks.”
Russia said its Black Sea fleet had practised
firing rockets at “floating targets” and it
would deem all ships heading for Ukrainian
waters to be potentially carrying arms.
Kyiv responded with a similar warning
about ships headed to Russia. “Terrorist
attacks are when Russian anti-ship missiles
hit shopping malls, hospitals, and grain
terminals,” tweeted Mykhailo Podolyak, a
Ukrainian presidential adviser.

The attacks on grain export infrastructure
and anxiety over shipping drove prices of
benchmark Chicago wheat futures towards
their biggest weekly gain since the Febru-
ary 2022 invasion. The U.N. Security Coun-
cil was due to meet later over Russia’s exit
from the grain deal, which aid groups say is
vital to fend off hunger in poor countries.
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan, a spon-
sor of the deal, said he hoped talks with
Russian President Vladimir Putin could re-
vive it, warning its collapse would drive up
prices, create hunger and potentially cause
new waves of migration. Moscow says it
will not participate in the year-old grain

deal without better terms for its own food
and fertiliser sales. Western leaders accuse
Moscow of seeking to loosen sanctions im-
posed over its invasion of Ukraine, which
already exempt exports of Russian food.
Russian grain has moved freely through the
Black Sea to market throughout the con-
flict. A Polish broadcaster reported on Fri-
day that a military reconnaissance drone of
unspecified origin had crashed near a base
in southwestern Poland this week.

NATO military alliance member Poland has
been reinforcing its border with Belarus,
where Russia’s Wagner mercenary force
has taken up residency after a failed mu-
tiny last month. Belarus has said Wagner
fighters are training its troops near the
Polish border. Residents in Poland close to
the frontier report having heard shooting
and helicopters. In Russia, investigators de-
tained prominent nationalist Igor Girkin, a
former commander of Russia’s proxy forces
in Ukraine, who had publicly accused Putin
and army chiefs of not prosecuting the war
in Ukraine harshly or effectively enough.
“This is a direct outcome of Prigozhin’s
mutiny: the army’s command now wields

greater political leverage to quash its op-
ponents in the public sphere,” said Tati-
ana Stanovaya, founder of the R.Politik
analysis firm. Inside Ukraine, four people
were killed in 80 Russian attacks on settle-
ments in the southern Zaporizhzhia region
over the past 24 hours, regional governor
Yuriy Malashko said. A married couple in
their fifties were killed in Russian shelling
of the city of Kostiantynivka in the east-
ern region of Donetsk, the general pros-
ecutor’s office said. And in the northern
region of Chernihiv, a woman’s body was
pulled from rubble after a missile strike,
regional governor Viacheslav Chaus said.
Russia had already used almost 70 mis-
siles and almost 90 Iranian-made drones
to attack so far this week, mostly targeting
Odesa and other southern regions, Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy said in
his nightly video address. Russia sent tens
of thousands of troops into Ukraine last
year and claims to have annexed nearly
a fifth of its territory. Moscow says it is
responding to threats posed by its neigh-
bour; Kyiv and the West call it an unpro-
voked war of conquest. — Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Asad Majeed Khan receives new Iranian Amb. Dr. Reza Amiri
Moghaddam. FS congratulated Amb. Moghaddam on his appointment and said he looked
forward to working with him towards further strengthening Pak-Iran cooperation. — DNA

Judge sets a trial
date in President
Trump's case

WASHINGTON: A federal judge in Florida has scheduled a tri-
al date for next May for former President Donald Trump in a
case charging him with illegally retaining hundreds of classified
documents. The May 20, 2024, trial date, set Friday by U.S.
District Judge Aileen Cannon, is a compromise between a re-
quest from prosecutors to set the trial for this December and a
bid by defense lawyers to put it off indefinitely until sometime
after the 2024 presidential election. If the date holds, it would
follow close on the heels of a separate New York trial for Trump
on dozens of state charges of falsifying business records in con-
nection with an alleged hush money payment to a porn actor.
It also means the trial will not start until deep into the presi-
dential nominating calendar and probably well after the Repub-
lican nominee is clear — though before that person is officially
nominated at the Republican National Convention. In pushing
back the trial from the Dec. 11 start date that the Justice De-
partment had asked for, Cannon wrote that “the Government’s
proposed schedule is atypically accelerated and inconsistent
with ensuring a fair trial.” She agreed with defense lawyers that
the amount of evidence that would need to be sifted through
before the trial, including classified information, was “volumi-
nous.” “The Court finds that the interests of justice served by
this continuance outweigh the best interest of the public and
Defendants in a speedy trial,” Cannon wrote. - Agencies

Prosecutor:

Imran Khan
culpable 1n
May 9 probe

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court in Lahore
on Friday extended the bails of PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan in five cases registered
in connection with violence in the country
on May 9, as the prosecutor informed the
court that the police have found the ex-PM
“guilty” during their investigation.

In the last hearing, the court had directed
the former premier to become a part of
investigation and extended his bails until
June 21 (today). The cases in question con-
cern the attacks on Jinnah House, Askari
Tower, the Shadman Town police station,
vandalism at the PML-N office in Model
Town, and the setting ablaze of a container
when protests erupted in the country fol-
lowing Imran’s arrest in the Toshakhana
case. Judge Abher Gul Khan presided over
today’s hearing, with both Special Prosecu-
tor Farhad Ali Shah and Imran’s counsel
Barrister Salman Safdar present before the
judge. At the outset, Shah informed the
court that the police had concluded their
investigation, and their findings indicated
the PTI chairman’s guilt on the charges.
After the prosecutor’s statement, the court
summoned lawyers from both sides to pres-
ent their arguments during the next hear-
ing, scheduled for August 8. Later, when
speaking to the media outside the court,
Shah stated: “The chairman of PTI has
been found guilty,” emphasising that the
police had completed their probe. - DNA

British PM narrowly avoids
wipeout in local polls

WEB DESK

LONDON: British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak's governing Conservatives lost two
strategically important parliamentary seats
on Friday but unexpectedly retained former
leader Boris Johnson's old constituency in a
setback for the opposition Labour Party.

The Conservatives' narrow victory in Ux-
bridge and South Ruislip gave Sunak some
breathing space to try to narrow Labour's
large lead in the polls by tackling inflation

and a cost-of-living crisis before a national
vote expected next year. Sunak said the win
showed that upcoming election was not a
"done deal". In a cafe in the constituency,
he told reporters: "The message I take
away is that we have to double down, stick
to our plan and deliver for people." But
the scale of the challenge was highlighted
by the loss of the once safe Conservative
parliamentary seat of Selby and Ainsty in
northern England, where Labour over-
turned the biggest Conservative majority at
a by-election since World War Two. "This is

a big step forward towards the general elec-
tion. Never before in our history have we
done this," Labour leader Keir Starmer told
reporters in Selby. The Conservatives also
suffered a crushing loss in a third vote to the
centrist Liberal Democrats in Somerton and
Frome. But the retention of former prime
minister Johnson's seat just outside central
London by fewer than 500 votes ensured Su-
nak avoided becoming the first British lead-
er to lose three by-elections on a single day
in more than half a century. Sunak, a former
finance minister and investment banker, has
tried to use his technocratic leadership to
restore the Conservatives' credibility after a
series of scandals last year forced Johnson
to resign as prime minister, and economic
turmoil prompted his successor, Liz Truss,
to quit after just six weeks.

Dealers defer petrol pumps
shutdown for two days

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Petroleum Dealers Association (PPDA) has deferred strike
to shut fuel pumps across the country for two days. The development came after the as-
sociation members held negotiations with State Minister for Petroleum Musadik Malik,
who arrived in Karachi earlier today (Friday) in a bid to convince the PPDA to call off the
nationwide strike. In a statement, the PPDA said they might hold another round of ne-
gotiations with the government after two days. A day earlier, the PPDA announced shut-
ting down fuel pumps across the country from July 22, demanding an increase in profit
margins amid an inflation crisis. "We will shut down all petrol pumps across Pakistan on
July 22, 6pm," said the association, which further says it has more than 10,000 members.
In a statement, the association said the petroleum minister was informed about their
concerns but to no avail. The official communique said interest rates and inflation have
hit operators' businesses and called for the dealership margin to be increased. It said
sales have slumped by 30% due to Iranian fuel being smuggled into the country. "Around

8,000-9,000 (operators) ...

chairman of the association, told Reuters.

represented by us, will be shut on July 22," Abdul Sami Khan,
The association said the supply of petrol

will remain suspended until the demands are met. Pakistan is dealing with a weakening
currency and a prolonged period of inflation with the national rate hitting 29.4% in June,

down from a record high of 38% in May. —

DNA

Gold rates in
Pakistan extend
minor gains

KARACHI: Gold prices in Pakistan on Friday
extended gains despite a decrease in interna-
tional rates. According to data issued by All-Pa-
kistan Sarafa Gems and Jewellers Association
(APSG]JA), the price of gold (24 carats) gained
Rs1,800 per tola and Rs1,542 per 10 grams to
settle at Rs222,900 and Rs191,100, respective-
ly. Meanwhile, the price of the yellow metal
lost $12 to settle at $1,966 in the international
market today. The gold rate has been volatile
in Pakistan recently amid continued political
and economic uncertainty, and high inflation.
People prefer to buy gold in such times as a
safe investment and a hedge. Data shared
by the association showed the price of silver
also made minor losses as it fell by Rs150
and Rs128.6 to settle at Rs2,650 per tola and
Rs2,357.68 per 10 grams, respectively. - APP

Taiwan launches drone blitz to counter Ghina

MoNITORING DESK

TAIPEI: Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen has
launched a drone program aimed at counter-
ing China’s massive drone arsenal. Handout
footage via Thunder Tiger Group and Tai-
wan Presidential Office. Montage by Cathe-
rine Tai. After Ukraine deployed drones to
successfully offset Russia’s advantages on
the battlefield, Taiwan’s leaders took note.
But an internal report presented to Pres-
ident Tsai Ing-wen contained an alarming
finding: In drones, Taiwan lagged far behind
its much more powerful adversary - China.
Now, the island has enlisted commercial
drone companies in a bid to catch up.

In the summer of 2022, just months after
Russia invaded Ukraine, Taiwan’s pres-
ident gathered senior officials from her
ruling party in downtown Taipei. On the
agenda: How was Ukraine, in its war with
Russia, successfully offsetting the advan-
tages of a much more powerful foe?

President Tsai Ing-wen was given an inter-

nal 77-page briefing report via PowerPoint.
It had a clear answer: drones.

“Since the war began, Ukraine, which
was previously considered as lacking air
supremacy, cleverly used drones to cre-
ate its own partial air supremacy,” the
presentation stated. For Taiwan, though,
the report painted a darker picture: The
island lagged dangerously behind its far
more powerful rival, China, in arming
itself with aerial drones - and needed a
crash program to close the gap.

“We are far outnumbered,” said the report.
The drone gap is stark. Taiwan currently has
four drone types at its disposal and a fleet
size of just “hundreds,” according to two
people with direct knowledge of the mat-
ter and a separate internal security report.
Across the narrow Taiwan Strait, China’s
military, the People’s Liberation Army, has
an arsenal of more than 50 different drone
types that is estimated to run into the tens
of thousands, according to defense analysts
and a Reuters examination of Chinese mili-
tary manufacturers and reports in Chinese

state media. These drones range from
jet-powered, long range surveillance aircraft
to small quadcopters deployed by ground
troops. “One small drone could blow up a
tank that is worth tens of millions.”

Clearly outmatched, Tsai “pressed the but-
ton” on the creation of a strategic plan to
close the gap, said a person who attended a
series of meetings in which the drone strat-
egy was forged. Under the “Drone National
Team” program, Taiwan is recruiting the
island’s commercial drone makers and avi-
ation and aerospace firms in a joint effort
with the military to fast-track the building
of a self-sufficient drone supply chain.

“We need to quickly catch up, with
thousands of drones,” aerospace entre-
preneur Max Lo, the coordinator of the
drone effort, told Reuters in an interview.
“We are trying our best to develop drones
with commercial specifications for mili-
tary use. We hope to quickly build up our
capacity based on our existing technolo-
gy so that we can be like Ukraine.”

The aim, according to a government planning

document reviewed by Reuters, is to build
more than 3,200 military drones by mid-2024.
These will include mini-drones that weigh
less than two kilograms as well as larger sur-
veillance craft with a range of 150 kilometers.
To accelerate production, the government is
for the first time enlisting private companies
in the research and development phase of a
weapons program. At least nine private firms
have joined the effort.

Thunder Tiger Group, best known for mak-
ing radio-controlled model aircraft for lei-
sure and commercial use, is typical of the
type of companies recruited by the govern-
ment. Participants have expertise ranging
from aviation to telecommunications to the
production of electronic components for
applications like GPS positioning. Hawk
Yang, the head of Thunder Tiger's R&D
department, told Reuters his firm is now
developing drones for Taiwan’s military,
including pilotless ship- or land-based sur-
veillance helicopters with four-meter-long
rotors that have a range of 400 kilometers
and can stay airborne for up to six hours.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Fri-
day telephoned President
Dr. Arif Alvi to inquire about
his health. According to PM
office, the prime minister
expressed best wishes for
the President and prayed
complete and early recov-
ery of Dr. Arif Alvi.
Besides, the Prime Minis-
ter also expressed his deep
grief and sorrow over the
sad demise of Nawab of
Junagarh Nawab Muham-
mad Jahangir Khanji. In his
condolence message, PM
Shehbaz Sharif prayed to
the Almighty Allah to rest
the departed soul of Nawab
Muhammad Jahangir Khan-
ji in peace and grant cour-
age to the bereaved family
to bear this loss. The prime
minister said Nawab Mu-
hammad Jahangir Khanji,
throughout his entire life,
raised his voice against the
illegal Indian occupation of
Junagarh state.

Zelenskiy
sacks
Ukraine’s
envoy to
UK after
criticism
DNA

KYIV: President Volodymyr
Zelenskiy dismissed Vadym
Prystaiko as  Ukraine’s
ambassador to Britain on
Friday, days after the en-
voy publicly criticised the
president. A presidential
order, which said Prystaiko
had also been removed as
Ukraine’s representative to
the International Maritime
Organization, gave no rea-
son for the dismissal.

In an interview with Sky
News last week, Prystaiko
was asked about remarks
by outgoing British Defence
Secretary Ben Wallace sug-
gesting Kyiv should show
more gratitude for weapons
deliveries from its allies to
fight Russia’s occupying
forces. Zelenskiy respond-
ed by saying Ukraine was
always grateful to Britain,
a staunch ally. He was also
quoted by British media as
saying Wallace could let him
know how to express his
gratitude or how “we could
get up in the morning and
express our words of grati-
tude to the minister.”
Asked whether Zelenskiy
was being sarcastic, Prys-
taiko told Sky there was “a
little bit of sarcasm” when
the president “said that
each and every morning he
will wake up and call Ben
Wallace to thank him.”

“I don’t believe that this
sarcasm is healthy,” he said,
adding that the Russians
“have to know that we're
working together.” Zelens-
kiy’s order did not say who
would replace Prystaiko,
53, an experienced diplo-
mat and former vice prime
minister who had held the
post as ambassador to Brit-
ain for three years.

20 dead,

dozens
trapped in
deadly India
landslide
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NEW DELHI: Twenty
people have died and
more than hundred are
still trapped after a mas-
sive landslide hit a village
in the western Indian
state of Maharashtra.
The landslide occurred in
Irshalwadi village in Raigad
district on Wednesday night
and flattened out several
homes. Rescue efforts have
resumed after they were
halted on Thursday night
due to heavy rain.

Officials say the disaster
spot is located on a hilltop
and the tough terrain is hin-
dering rescue operations.
Around 105 people are still
missing, the Maharashtra
government has said.
Several states in India
have been receiving
heavy rainfall over the
past two weeks, trigger-
ing floods and landslides.
India’s weather depart-
ment has said that heavy
rainfall will continue over
the next few days in parts
of Maharashtra state, in-
cluding Raigad district.
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