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‘Fake news’

PPP says no

tonstiiion CONSENSUS 0N

MEenTAB PIRZADA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for In-
formation and
Broadcasting
Marriyum
E Aurangzeb on
i Monday said
the caretaker
prime minister would be ap-
pointed as per the procedure
enshrined in the Constitution.
The announcement for the
purpose would also be made
accordingly, the minister said
in a news statement. Accord-
ing to the Constitution, the
PM and the opposition lead-
er would finalize the interim
PM’s appointment after con-
sultation, Marriyum noted.

interim PM

Sherry denies that her party
had been consulted; Dar says
election act to be amended

Fazl to ‘visit’
Dubai to meet
Zardari, Nawaz

SpPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

LAHORE: Ambassador of Azerbiajan to Islamabad Mr. Khazar Farhadov and CEO of SOCA
Ms Mariam Almaszade called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. —- DNA

At least Flexible terms

e _ e L i
ISLAMABAD:PPP leader Sherry Rehman
rejected reports on Monday that a name for
the caretaker prime minister had been final-
ised, terming them “fake news”. “No name

[for the caretaker PM] has been shared with

. . us ... and neither has PPP made any decision DNA o0 °
She said PM Sharlf WOI.ﬂd regarding this,” she said in a press confer- . 133 killed
consult with allied parties ence alongside PPP Information Secretary ISLAMABAD: Jamiat Ulema-e-Is- a - Z e r al a I I Sl I I
and also seek the guidance and Special Assistant to the Prime Minister lam-Fazl (JUI-F) and Pakistan Dem- ° °
of PML-N ngid Muhammad Faisal Karim Kundi in Islamabad. ocratic Movement (PDM) chief ln raln
Nawaz Sharif in that regard. Maulana Fazlur Rehman likely to

“No such agreement has been reached, no
name has been finalised at least from our
side,” she asserted. “We haven’t even float-
ed any names.” But some media reports
suggested yesterday that a name had been
finalised, she said, adding that this was not
the case. “The PPP’s party position is the
same as before — which is our democratic
position entrenched in the Constitution —
that it’s better if the caretaker government

related
incidents

More heavy
rain likely in
different parts

visit Dubai to meet former president
Asif Ali Zardari and PML-N supre-
mo, Nawaz Sharif to ‘discuss’ care-
taker setup. The contacts between
Pakistan People’s Party, Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz and Jamiat
Ulema-e-Islam are gearing up as the
date for end of the present assembly
is coming nearer. Sources having

framework deal for
LNG procurement

PM terms the agreement as a major

Khar for
realizing blue
economy
potential

. P : knowledge of the development said 5 5 5 »
is non-partisan.” Speaking on the matter, . . " .
YA o nonparian.” Speaking on the mater, KIS of the tevelopment it | of country milestone in bilateral relations
ISLAMABAD: Minister of | taker PM’s name was a consultative process have contacted Fazlur Rehman af- approval to Azeri airline to land in Islama-

ter which he is likely to visit Dubai STAFF REPORT STAFF REPORT

and involved discussions among multiple i is i i
State fg;prr— parties, as well as the opposition gleader. lge— to meet both the leaders. The three . ?;%;Zhgsep?:iggrsgfgsn?:rslcisir?vzégtnslziﬁ
clgn SUATS | erating that unbiasedness was one of the Pigwigs will ‘finalise’ the names for | ISLAMABAD: At least 133 LAHORE: Pakistan has signed a framework d exch f delegations between the tw
Hina Rabba- ung ? ey the caretaker governments. Earlier, people have been killed e 18 and exchange ol delegations between the two
ni Khar has @ requirements of an election, she said, “We the ruling coalition parties Pakistan | and 215 injured in rain-re- agreement with Azerbaijan for LNG pro-  countries. Shehbaz Sharif an Azeri delegation
y

stressed on [| are inclined towards it”. Rehman said her People’s Party (PPP) and Jamiat Ul- | lated incidents since the curement on flexible terms. The agreement  of horticulture experts is also arriving in Paki-

) "\ holistic poli-
cy framework and enabling
domestic ecosystem for re-
alizing Pakistan’s maritime
and blue economy poten-
tial. She was chairing annu-
al talks between Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Naval
Headquarters in Islamabad
on Monday. The Minister
of State called for pro-active
approach to seek effective
international partnerships
in maritime domain.

PPP, PML-N
want ‘puppet’
caretaker
setup

DNA
R{\WALPINDI: Awami Mus-

@ lim League
(AML) chief
Sheikh
Rashid
Ahmed on
Monday hit
out at the ruling partners,
stating that the PPP and the
PML-N wanted to install a
caretaker PM who would
serve their interests. Tak-
ing to Twitter, the former in-
terior minister said the deci-
sion regarding the formation
of the caretaker setup would
not be an easy task. Lashing
out at the ruling parties, he
said they wanted to provide
benefit to their relatives.
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party had formed a three-member commit-
tee for consultation on the caretaker setup.
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ema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) rejected

Lawyer’s murder case

SC bars police from

arresting Imran Khan

Imran Khan accuses PML-N
of trying to create a situation

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan on Monday got relief
as Supreme Court (SC) restricted the police
from arresting the former prime minister till
August 9 in the case of senior lawyer Abdul
Razzaq Shar’s murder in Quetta. The deposed
prime minister, who was ousted in a no-confi-
dence vote last April, has a petition subjudice
in the SC against his nomination in the case
related to Shar’s shooting in Quetta in June.

Advocate Shar was gunned down by unidentified
people on three motorcycles while he was on
his way to the Balochistan High Court (BHC)
on June 6. A first information report (FIR) had
been registered against Khan, and others on
the complaint of the slain lawyer’s son, Advo-
cate Siraj Ahmed, in Quetta, under the charges
of murder, Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) and other
provisions. A three-member bench comprising
Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice Mazahar Ali Ak-
bar Naqvi, and Justice Mussarat Hilali directed
Khan to appear before the court on August 9.

Continued on Page 06

ECP asks police
to arrest Imran

DNA

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

body on May 11.

zaq Shar’s murder in Quetta.

ISLAMABAD: The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on Mon-
day asked the Islamabad Capital
Territory Police (ICT) to carry out
its obligation for complying with a
non-bailable arrest warrant issued
for former prime minister and
(PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan in a case re-
lating to contempt of the electoral

The development came hours after
the ousted premier, who was re-
moved from power via a parliamen-
tary vote last year, got relief as the
Supreme Court restricted the police
from arresting Khan till August 9 in
the case of senior lawyer Abdul Raz-

start of monsoon on June
25 as torrential rains
wreaked havoc across the
country mainly in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP), according to a re-
port issued by the Nation-
al Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

Every year, between June
and September, monsoon
winds bring rains to South
Asia, accounting for 70% to
80% of the region’s annual
rainfall. These monsoon
rains are a mixed blessing
for the region.

On the one hand, they are
crucial to the livelihoods
of millions of farmers and
food security in a region
of around two billion peo-
ple. On the other hand,
they bring landslides and
floods. According to a
breakdown provided by
the NDMA, 65 deaths
occurred in Punjab, 35 in
KP, 11 in Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory (ICT), 10 in
Sindh, 6 in Balochistan,
five in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) and one
in Gilgit Baltistan (GB).
The majority of the deaths
were mainly due to elec-

He

cials said the latest mon-
soon spell in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
claimed around 15 lives
across the different dis-
tricts in Punjab and KP
provinces within 48 hours.

signed between Pakistan LNG Limited and
Azeri Company SOCAR in Lahore was wit-
nessed by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Min-
ister said the life of this agreement is one
year which is extendable to one more year.

said under the agreement, Azerbaijan

will offer one Cargo of LNG each month
and it will be up to Pakistan to either ac-
cept the cargo or not. He said there will
be no financial penalty if Pakistan does
not accept the cargo. The Prime Minister
termed the agreement as a major mile-
stone in the fraternal relations between
Pakistan and Azerbaijan. He especially
thanked the President of Azerbaijan for
playing a pivotal role in this agreement.

Alluding to his recent productive and fruitful
discussions with the President of Azerbai-
jan,

the Prime Minister said we have given

stan today on his invitation. He said we want
to learn from their expertise to make the
landscape of Karachi, Peshawar, Quetta and
Lahore as beautiful as that of Baku.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister also
touched upon the matter of recent increase
in the power tariff saying it was done so un-
der the agreement reached with the IMF.
He however clarified that this increase will
not burden about sixty three percent of the
total domestic consumers. He said thirty one
percent of the consumers have also been
given partial subsidy. In his remarks on the
occasion, the Ambassador of Azerbaijan said
that both the countries are deepening their
cooperation in diverse fields including ener-
gy, defence, IT and transport. He said the two
sides are also negotiating a preferential trade
agreement, expressing the confidence that
they will be successful in this regard as well.

relations in all fields

Centcom chief, COAS

desire to further
enhance bilateral

trocution and building
collapses, official data DNA
showed. On Sunday, offi- | RAWALPINDI: US Central Command

(Centcom) chief, General Michael Erik
Kurilla, Monday discussed the regional
security situation with Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Asim Munir. The devel-
opment came during the top US military
official’s meeting with COAS Munir at the
General Headquarters in Rawalpindi, the

discuss regional securit

Both reiterated the

vl |l:\-,. T v [ }J
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said
in a statement. Gen Kurilla acknowledged
and appreciated Pakistan Army’s success-
es in the fight against terrorism and Paki-
stan’s continued efforts to bring peace and
stability to the region. During the meeting,

Continued on Page 06

Relocation of banned TTP to North-Western Afghanistan

The Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid, as quoted by the Afghan News Agency, stated that TTP fighters
currently residing in Khost, Kunar, and other border areas of Afghanistan will be stationed in northern Afghanistan

SHAIM SHAHID

MIDST fuelling anger of Paki-

stan, the Taliban regime i-e Emir-

ate Islami Afghanistan is facing
opposition in connection with its prom-
ises pertained to shifting or relocating
militants associated with banned Tehrik
Taliban Pakistan (TTP) away from Pak
Afghan border to Northern or Eastern
Afghanistan. Non Pushtoons communi-
ties like Uzbeks, Tajiks and Turkmens
along with Shia Hazara’s are showing
severe resentment over Taliban rulers
commitments with Pakistan, pertained
to relocating these Pakistani Taliban, to
western and northern Afghanistan. Be-
sides Non Pashtun Afghanistan, Iranian
authorities are also unhappy with this
decision as it could fuel Sunni extrem-
ism in parts and parcels of Afghanistan
bordering its eastern provinces.
The Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah
Mujahid, as quoted by the Afghan News
Agency, stated that TTP fighters cur-

rently residing in Khost, Kunar, and
other border areas of Afghanistan will
be stationed in northern Afghanistan.
The plan involves relocating these fight-
ers to remote provinces away from the
Durand Line. In the light of Zabih Ullah
Mujahid’s statement, almost all of these
TTP militants are sheltering near Pak
Afghan border from where according to
Pakistani authorities they cross over the
border for terror purposes and return to
their sanctuaries. But the question arises
as Pakistani authorities have time and
again made huge claims of protecting its
soil with fencing of Pak Afghan border.

In mid of May, during a tripartite con-
ference at Islamabad, the two countries
reached a shared understanding regard-
ing the project. Besides Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, China was the third participant
of the tripartite conference. China has
assured financial support to Afghanistan
in connection with the relocation project.
Pakistan believes the presence of banned
TTP along with Pak Afghan border in Af-
ghanistan territories is the major cause

of growing violence and terror in all over
Pakistan. However, Pakistan’s nationalist
and democratic minded circles are con-
sidering “fuelling violent acts caused by
the military establishment’s wrong pol-
icies based on what was framed by the
then ISI Gen. Hameed Gul.”

The recent allegations of Pakistan, mul-
tiplied with threats of chasing militants
inside Afghanistan are not new. Similar
attack was made by Pakistan against
Jalalabad in 1989. The attack was sanc-
tioned/allowed by the then President
Ghulam Ishaq Khan despite opposition
of late Prime Minister Shaheed Benazir
Bhutto and some of her cabinet mem-
bers. At that time, Kabul was governed
by the late President Dr. Najib Ullah.
After evacuation of USSR troops, Presi-
dent Najib Ullah troops had not only re-
pulsed this over two weeks long attack
but even early 1990, it had foiled De-
fense Minister Shah Nawaz Tanai lead
military coup with alleged support of
Pakistan through Gulbadin Hekmatyar.
Though soon after tripartite conference

and starting of relocation of banned TTP
militants from certain areas, Pakistan’s
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch had declined to comment on
the report during a weekly press briefing
in Islamabad couple of weeks back, but
now Taliban rulers working on different
option in the wake of opposition from non
Pushtoon communities. While declining to
comment, the foreign spokesperson Ms
Zahra Baluch told media, “I would not like
to go into specifics on this particular issue.
We are engaged with the Afghan interim
government on the serious concerns that
Pakistan has about the menace of terror-
ism.” “Our regular engagement is an on-
going process. All aspects of countering
this menace remain under discussion be-
tween the two sides. Besides, it is not ap-
propriate for us to make comments on
any such media statements,” she said,
adding “Islamabad is looking forward to
working “closely” with the Afghan side
to counter the terrorist threat.”

Couple of days back, in the high level
security high ups conference at Rawal-

pindi-Islamabad, the participants direct-
ly held no other than banned TTP for
ongoing deadly violent acts in Pakistan.
And on such grounds, the Afghan regime
of Tehrik Taliban Afghanistan was asked
to behave otherwise it was threatened
with dire consequences. In reaction,
the Emirate Islami Afghanistan has not
only rejected Pakistan’s charges but the
Deputy Information Minister and chief
spokesperson has repeated, “ there is
no presence of Pakistani militants in Af-
ghanistan. All these Pakistani militants
engaged in terror acts are sheltering
across the border in Pakistan.”

Whatever might be the nature of Paki-
stan’s allegations and reaction to the
Taliban regime, reports reveal that af-
ter the previous May, the Kabul regime
had shifted certain families to Orazgan,
which is considered South-western
part of Afghanistan. Likewise a few
families belonging to Waziristan have
been shifted to Northern Afghanistan.

Continued on Page 06
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NTDC, AFD sign 180

mln project agreement
for NTDC projects

FaisAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: French Development
Agency (AFD) and the National
Transmission and Despatch Compa-
ny Limited (NTDC) entered into a
project agreement for the provision
of 180 million soft loan for the con-
struction of NTDC projects.
Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan, Manag-
ing Director NTDC and Mr. Philippe
Country Director

STEINMETZ,

AFD, signed the project agreement
here Monday on behalf of their re-
spective organizations. The funds
provided through this loan will as-
sist NTDC in the execution of vari-
ous projects aimed at enhancing the

Engr.
sion line.
This

R

power transmission and distribution
systems in Punjab.
include the construction of a new
220 kV grid station and a 50 km
transmission line in Arifwala, which
will be connected to the MEPCO
distribution system. Additionally,
the existing 220 kV grid station in
Vehari will be upgraded to 500 kV
level, along with a 48 km transmis-

upgrade will
increase the transmission capac-
ity and benefit the consumers of
MEPCO. Furthermore, a new 500
kV grid station in Sialkot together
with 91 km of transmission lines
will be constructed and connected
to the GEPCO distribution system.

The projects

This loan will support NTDC to
provide reliable and efficient pow-
er supply in major cities of Pun-
jab. The funding will also enhance
the efficiency of the transmission
of power in Pakistan.
fits will contribute in improving
affordability and scaling up the
energy supply. It will also provide
a reliable power supply to the

Such bene-

biggest industrial and sports city

significantly

of Sialkot. The signing ceremony
was attended by General Manager
(PD North), Chief Engineer (Sub-
station Design), Chief Engineer
(Dasu Transmission Line Project),
DG Human Resources, Dy. Man-
ager PMU NTDC and representa-
tives of AFD.

WCLA
designates
19 historic

huildings as
heritage sites

LAHORE: The Walled
City of Lahore Authority
(WCLA) has officially de-
clared 15 historically sig-
nificant sites and havelis as
heritage properties.

The decision was taken
during a recent session of
the Heritage Conservation
Board of WCLA, where 18
properties were carefully
reviewed for consideration.
The designated heritage
properties now protected
under the provisions of the
WCLA Act 2012 include the
following: 1.Nisar Havel,
2.Noori Building, 3.Gurdwara
Janam Astan, 4.Samadi Bhai
Mani Singh, 5.Baoli Bagh,
6.Govt Rang Mahal School,
7.Jain Hall, 8.Qamar Manzil,
9.Deputies House, 10.Sham-
sheer Singh Haveli, 11.Have-
li Wajid Ali Shah, 12.Tehsil
Haveli, 13.Makhzan-ul-Aloom
Building, 14.Khalifa Manzil,
15.Sabil Wali Gali. — APP

Reham Khan
in limelight
for wearing

Peshawari
chappal

ISLAMABAD: Reham
Khan, a seasoned journal-
ist and the ex-wife of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chairman, has garnered
attention once more and
this time for her footwear
selection The internet was
buzzing with rumours about
the television personality’s
fashionable shoes when
she posted pictures of her
trip to Pakistan with her
husband, Mirza Bilal, on so-
cial media. On her official
Instagram account, Reham
has been sharing photos
from her visit to the stun-
ning green mountains in
the Hazara area Her most
recent image, in which
she is shown wearing Pe-
shawari chappals—a kind
of shoe also worn by her
ex-husband Khan—drew
the most attention from
the internet because of
her shoes. —APP
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(Governor Sindh lauds
USAID’s contribution
in social sector

KARACHI: Governor Sindh
Kamran Khan Tessori while
lauding the contribution of
USAID in the social sector
in the province, has said
that USAID is helping in
the provision of improved
facilities to the masses,
especially health and ed-
ucation sectors. This he
said during a meeting with
the Consul General of
USA in Karachi Ms.Nicole
Theriot at  Governor
House here Monday. Bilat-
eral relations, investment
opportunities in the prov-
ince, projects of USAID,

IT program under Gover-
nor’s initiative and other
matters of mutual inter-
ests were discussed on the
occasion. Governor Sindh
said that US investment
would generate employ-
ment and help in reducing
poverty. IT program is
aimed at making the youth
financially =~ empowered,
he added. Consul Gener-
al said that US investors
are interested in invest-
ing in various sectors in
the province. She lauded
various public welfare pro-
jects including IT cours-

es for youth. Later, she
visited the ‘Bell of Hope’
where Governor Sindh in-
formed her about the ob-
jectives of installing this
bell. She also witnessed
the registration process
of Taqatwar Pakistan Ra-
tion begs and distributed
ration amongst registered
persons. Ms.Nicole The-
riot along with Governor
Sindh  visited Quaid’s
Room and saw the per-
sonal belongings of the
father of the nation Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah preserved

il -

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muhélm
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mad Baligh Ur Rehm

Shehbaz Sharif on Monday. — DNA

an calls on Prme Minister Muhammad

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs
Hina Rabbani Khar Monday
stressed the importance of
holistic policy framework
and enabling domestic eco-
system for realizing Paki-
stan’s maritime and blue
economy potential. Hina
Rabbani was speaking at an-
nual talks between Ministry
for Foreign Affairs and Pa-
kistan Naval Headquarters.
She urged pro-active ap-
proach for seeking effective
international partnerships
in maritime domain. The
Foreign Secretary Dr. Asad
Majeed Khan and Deputy
Chief of Naval Staff (Opera-
tions) Vice Admiral Ovais A
Bilgrami led the respective
sides for the talks.
Minister of State for For-
eign Affairs Hina Rab-
bani Khar presided the
meeting. The Ministry of
Maritime Affairs was also
represented in the meet-
ing. The meeting provid-
ed an opportunity for a
comprehensive overview
of Pakistan’s maritime
interests including in the
domain of maritime secu-
rity, blue economy, dis-
aster management, envi-
ronmental protection and
climate change impera-
tives. Pakistan’s partici-
pation in various regional
and international forums
dealing with maritime
issues and opportunities
for international collabo-
ration and capacity-build-
ing in various fields were
also discussed. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Sanitation Workers of Capi

tal Dev

elopment Authority are on duty at Flood Relief
Camp at Super Market in Federal Capital. — Online

NDMA holds special NEOC
session with key Stakeholders

on Current Monsoon Situation

ISLAMABAD: Acting
Chairman, National Dis-
aster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) Brigadier
(Approved Major General)
Naiknam Muhammad Baig
on Monday presided the
special National Emergen-
cies Operations Centre
(NEOC) session with key
stakeholders on current
monsoon situation. The
session was attended by
DG Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD),
representatives of Fed-
eral Flood Commission
(FFC), provincial disaster
management authorities
(PDMAs), State Disaster
Management  Authority
(SDMA), Gilgit Baltistan
Disaster Management
Authority (GBDMA),
Armed Forces and PCIW,

a news release said. The
Acting-Chairman NDMA
reviewed restoration of
roads and bridges, mon-
soon-related incidents and
rescue & relief operations
in parts of country includ-
ing Chitral, Gilgit Balti-
stan and Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) in the past
two days. He instructed
relevant departments to
prepare resource contin-
gency plans, implement
early warning systems and
disaster mitigation inter-
ventions in hazard-prone
areas by learning from
the experiences of Floods
2022. He noted that proac-
tive measures are essen-
tial in mitigating disaster
impact and called for tan-
gible actions before disas-
ter strikes. The DG PMD

briefed on rainfall data in
last 24 hours and upcom-
ing monsoon spell. He in-
formed that next monsoon
spell is expected to bring
heavy rains in the upper
parts of the country from
July 31st to August 6th,
triggering urban flood-
ing in major cities, flash
flooding and landsliding
in hilly regions.

He apprised of major res-
ervoirs including Tarbela
and Mangla which are
nearly full at 79% and
74% respectively. It was
mentioned that two In-
dian dams Pong & Thein
are also close to capac-
ity and there is a possi-
bility of flood flow from
India into River Indus,
which may affect Lahore
adversely. The FFC in-

formed that all major riv-
ers are currently within
normal limits.

The PDMAs, GBDMA,
and SDMA presented
details of rescue and
relief operations and
restoration  work  of
blocked communication
infrastructure in their
respective regions. The
Acting-Chairman NDMA
directed Provincial Au-
thorities to undertake
public awareness on all
media channels and so-
cial media to maximise
general public’s knowl-
edge on risk associated
with monsoon season
and make arrangements
for allocation of their
resources according to
PMD’s weather projec-
tions.—APP

Minister brushes aside
hearsay on caretaker
nominations of cabinet

ISLAMABAD :Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change
and Environmental Coor-
dination, Senator Sherry
Rehman Monday rebuked
hearsay and fake informa-
tion on various media out-
lets pertaining to nomina-
tions of caretaker setup.

The minister flanked by
Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM)
Poverty Alleviation & So-
cial Safety Faisal Karim
Kundi here at the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Secre-
tariat clarified the media on
propagated stories pertain-
ing to the nominations of
interim setup. Senator Reh-
man said there were many
rumours proliferating on
the reputed media outlets.
She clarified that the PPP
had two clear views, one
that there was no nomina-
tion shared with the party
whereas SAPM Kundi also
informed media in that re-
gard. The minister that no
nominations were decided
by the PPP leadership for

interim cabinet and the
Party had maintained its
previous and constitutional
stance. “There has been
news circulating that PPP
had completed the caretak-
er. It is visible that after
the 18th Constitutional
Amendment this process
has been made transpar-
ent and inclusive whereas
it engages all the parties
including the opposition
leader in the consultative
process,” she said.  The
minister said that there
was no agreement on care-
taker set up but rather it
was a fake news. However,
she said a three-member
committee was constitut-
ed to hold consultations
in this regard. She urged
the media to avoid perpe-
trating fake news. Senator
Rehman underlined that
her party had repeatedly
demanded on time polls
as it was important for the
stability of the country.
She also mentioned that
Co-Chairman PPP, Asif Ali

Zardari, Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
the entire leadership had
been demanding to hold the
general elections as per the
constitution. “We expect a
level playing field for all the
political parties in the up-
coming elections. However,
there will be surely a con-
sensus on the nomination
of interim Prime Minister
but it will take time. How-
ever, we are listening to all
the parties at the moment,”
she said. The senator
mentioned that Chairman
PPP Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari recently handed over
property papers to women
in flood affected areas as
they were denied posses-
sion rights earlier in Sindh.
She said that the initiative
was as per the vision of Sha-
heed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto.
“50,000 houses reconstruc-
tion have been approved
and the process has started
in the flood-affected areas.
We have focused the most
vulnerable.—APP

ATC extends
judicial
_remand of
liaz Chaudhry

LAHORE :An anti-terrorism
court (ATC) on Monday
extended the judicial re-
mand of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Ijaz
Chaudhry for another 14-
day in connection with the
Jinnah House attack case.
The court ordered the
police to produce the PTI
leader again on the expiry
of the remand term, August
7.—APP
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Lost of Bachelor Degree

I Tahirim Fatima, son of Sheikh
Ashfaq Ahmed, Bachelor of Science BS
(TN)-12/WAH Telecommunication &
Networking degree issued by Comsats
University, which was lost on 09-12-
2021 in the area of D-12 Islamabad.
FIR has been registered in the
concerned police station on 20-7-2023.
Kindly contact on below mentioned
Address: House No. 493-CB Mahalla
Asif Abad, Wah Cantt, Tehsil Taxila,
District Rawalpindi.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JULY

July 01/Japan
Self Defence Day
July 01/Singapore

Armed Forces Day
July 01 / Canada
National Day
July 01/Somalia
Independence Day
July 04/USA
Independence Day
July 05/Algeria
Independence Day
July 09/Argentine
Independence Day
July 09/Mongolia

Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day
July 15/Brunei
Sultan’s Birthday
July 21/Belgium
National Day
July 20/TRNC
Independence Day
July 23/Egypt
National Day
July 26/Cuba
National Day
July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day

Hotels &
_Restaurants
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

L ]
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092
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Hospitals
CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
B
2 W* 2
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i -
Departments
CDA....ccovtvenen 9221334-43
CDA....covvriene 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ICCI calls for economic
empowerment of women

Dr. Sonia Saleem, Senior Vice President, Dr. Joharia Azhar, Sadaf
Abbasi Executive Members of IWCCI and others were in the delegation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Women are
half of the total popula-
tion of Pakistan, who are
endowed with immense
talents, but due to lack

of better opportunities, /%
women are currently un- |

able to play an active

role in the economic de- ||

velopment of the coun-
try, so the government
should take favorable pol-

icy measures for the eco- i
nomic empowerment of §

women, which will pave
way for Pakistan to move
towards sustainable eco-
nomic development. This
was said by Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
while talking to a delega-
tion of Islamabad Women
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry during its
visit to ICCI led by Rizwa-
na Asif President.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said
that developed countries
have achieved rapid eco-
nomic development by
focusing on better devel-
opment of women, but in

Pakistan, women still do not

have Dbetter opportunities
to participate in economic
development, although our

women are second to none in
terms of talent and capabili-
ties. He emphasized that the
government should address
the key issues being faced
by women entrepreneurs on
a priority basis and provide
them with maximum ease in

\_\ R

doing business so that more
women feel motivated to start
their own business,
will not only reduce poverty
and unemployment from the
society, but the economy will
also move towards fast recov-
ery. He assured that ICCI will
cooperate with IWCCI to solve
the problems of women entre-

preneurs.

Speaking on the occasion, Ms.
Rizwana Asif, President, Is-

..!!" 4

which

women, due
of them are

from banks.

| 1k

lamabad Women Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said
that getting a loan for busi-
ness is the major problem for

their own business. She said
that the SBP has increased
the policy interest rate to 22
percent, which has made it
almost impossible for women
entrepreneurs to take loans

aE

it

2

to which many
unable to start

She demanded

that the government should
introduce a new scheme to
provide easy loans to women
for business startups, which
will boost business activities
and increase prosperity. She
further said that the govern-
ment has made a significant
hike in the prices of electric-
ity and gas, which has also
increased
of business women. She de-
manded that the government

I
by A Ui
should review the utility
prices and bring down the
interest rates to single dig-
its, which would significantly
reduce the cost of doing busi-
ness and strengthen the econ-
omy by increasing business
activities.

Dr. Sonia Saleem, Senior Vice
President, Dr. Joharia Azhar,
Sadaf Abbasi Executive Mem-
bers of IWCCI and others
were in the delegation.
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the difficulties

Value of rupee and dollar
has to be left to market

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
National Business Group
Pakistan, President Pa-
kistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial Alli-
ance, and former provincial
minister Mian Zahid Hus-
sain said on Monday that
strengthening the value of
the rupee makes exports
difficult while making im-
ports cheaper. A strength-
ened currency reduces
exports and increases im-
ports, which drain the forex
reserves, and the country
has to borrow, which bur-
dens 240 million people in
the country, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that the value of the rupee
and dollar must not be con-
trolled to boost exports and
remittances. Efforts to con-
trol the value of currency
reduced textile exports by
$2.8 billion in 2023.
Talking to the business
community, the veteran
business leader said that
non-textile exports, which
were 12.46 billion dollars
in 2022, fell to 11.23 billion
dollars in 2023.

He said that in order to in-
crease exports, it will also
be necessary to improve
the overall business envi-
ronment by looking at is-
sues such as energy price
and uninterrupted supply,
access to capital, tax re-

funds, import restrictions,
competition, the supply
chain, and the implementa-
tion of positive policies.

The business leader said
that it has become impossi-
ble for the business commu-
nity to increase production
and exports by borrowing at
a 22 percent interest rate,
while exporters are unable
to invest due to delays in
refunds, which is a major
obstacle to increasing ex-
ports. Mian Zahid Hussain
added that the textile poli-
cies made since 2014 have
not been fully implement-
ed, which not only affects
the confidence of investors
but also affects exports.

If the textile policy had
been fully implemented, it

would have been possible
to increase textile exports
by 25% per year. Under the
State Bank’s Temporary
Economic Refinance Facil-
ity (TERF) scheme, an in-
vestment of three hundred
billion rupees was made in
the country at a very low
mark-up, which increased
exports by 5 to 6 billion dol-
lars, but due to the non-sup-
ply of gas and electricity,
their increasing prices, and
other problems, this invest-
ment could not be taken
advantage of. The energy
price should be at par with
the other countries in the
region; otherwise, invest-
ments would be lost and
many people would become
unemployed.

OICCI commends PM’s
leadership in securing IMF SBA

ISLAMABAD: The Over-
seas Investors Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(OICCI) has commended
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif and his finance team
for timely leadership and
initiative in securing the
IMF’s Standby Agreement

(SBA) of $ 3 billion for next
nine months to ensuring
that the economy was not
subjected to additional
shocks.

“Together with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s
(IMF) rapid lending of
$1.2 billion, the friendly

Senate chairman
nominates panel of
presiding officers

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani on Monday nominated a ‘panel of presiding of-
ficers’ for the upcoming 331st session in a significant
move aimed at ensuring the smooth functioning of the
upper house of parliament. This decision came in accord-
ance with Sub-Rule 1 of 14 of the Rule of Procedure and
Conduct of Business. The panel of presiding officers com-
prises three distinguished members of the Senate: Senator
Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, Rubina Khalid, and Mo-
hsin Aziz. Their role will be to efficiently conduct the busi-
ness of the house in the absence of both the Senate chair-
man and deputy chairman. In a poignant moment during
the session, Senate Chairman Sanjrani requested Senator
Maulana Faiz Muhammad to lead the assembly in offering
Fateha for the souls of those who tragically lost their lives in
recent terrorist attacks and the devastating rains and floods
that have impacted various areas of the country. Senator
Maulana Faiz Muhammad, with heartfelt prayers, sought
forgiveness and the highest ranks in Jannah (paradise)
for the departed souls. He also called for patience and
strength for the bereaved families to bear the irrepara-
ble loss with equanimity. The 331st session promises to
be one of significance as the members come together
to address crucial matters concerning the welfare and

progress of the country.

countries have also helped
uplift the foreign exchange
reserves, thereby providing
a significant step towards
economic stability and pro-
gress,” OICCI President
Amir Paracha said in a
statement on Monday.

He said this sentiment was

reflected in the develop-
ments at the Pakistan Stock
Exchange, currency market
and the business environ-
ment in general. The OIC-
CI president also appreciat-
ed the upgraded Pakistan’s
long term foreign currency
Issuer Default Rating (IDR)
to ‘CCC’ from ‘CCC- by
the Fitch Rating agency.
Pakistan Bonds in the in-
ternational market had also
rallied post the announce-
ment, he added.—APP
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Capital Police issued
2,330 fine tickets to
traffic rules violators

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad capital police has expe-
dited stern legal action against the traffic rules vi-
olators and issued 2,330 fine tickets to road users
during the last 24 hours, a police public relations
officer said. Following the special directions of Is-
lamabad Capital City Police Officer (ICCPO) Dr. Ak-
bar Nasir Khan, Islamabad capital police expedited
stern action against traffic rules violators and took
stern action in order to implement the traffic rules
and maintain the smooth flow of traffic in the federal
city. Various police teams issued 2,330 fine tickets
to road users over violation of traffic rules in which
371 challan were issued over lane violation, 38 for
red signal violations, 53 for using mobile phone dur-
ing driving, 32 for amateur driving, 01 over viola-
tion of one-way, 14 for violation of zebra crossing,
03 vehicles for having pressure horns, 44 for having
tinted glasses, 51 for having fancy number plates,
568 bikers for riding without helmets and 57 motor-
ists for violations of different traffic rules. The Chief
Traffic officer (CTO) Dr. Syed Mustafa Tanweer said
that strict action would be taken against traffic rules
violators. Islamabad capital police personnel have
been directed to ensure implementation of traffic
rules irrespective of status and rank and demon-
strate patience while issuing traffic violation tickets
to the road users. He further said that Islamabad
capital police is utilizing all available resources to
facilitate the general public. He also appealed to the
citizens to follow the traffic rules. The personnel of
the force issue traffic violation tickets not as a puni-
tive measure but the purpose is to ensure a safe road
environment in the capital and secure lives of people,
he maintained.
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Value of
rupee and
dollar
has to be left
to market

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
of National Business Group
Pakistan, President Pa-
kistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial Alli-
ance, and former provincial
minister Mian Zahid Hus-
sain said on Monday that
strengthening the value of
the rupee makes exports
difficult while making im-
ports cheaper.

A strengthened currency re-
duces exports and increas-
es imports, which drain
the forex reserves, and
the country has to borrow,
which burdens 240 million
people in the country, he
said. Mian Zahid Hussain
said that the value of the ru-
pee and dollar must not be
controlled to boost exports
and remittances. Efforts to
control the value of curren-
cy reduced textile exports
by $2.8 billion in 2023.
Talking to the business
community, the veteran
business leader said that
non-textile exports, which
were 12.46 billion dollars
in 2022, fell to 11.23 billion
dollars in 2023.

He said that in order to in-
crease exports, it will also
be necessary to improve
the overall business envi-
ronment by looking at is-
sues such as energy price
and uninterrupted supply,
access to capital, tax re-
funds, import restrictions,
competition, the supply
chain, and the implementa-
tion of positive policies.
The business leader said
that it has become impossi-
ble for the business commu-
nity to increase production
and exports by borrowing at
a 22 percent interest rate,
while exporters are unable
to invest due to delays in
refunds, which is a major
obstacle to increasing ex-
ports.—DNA

Commissioner,
RPO visit

control room

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division
Liaquat Ali Chatta along
with Regional Police Of-
ficer (RPO), Rawalpindi
Syed Khurram Ali here on
Monday visited the control
room set up to monitor se-
curity arrangements during
Muharram ul Haram.

The Commissioner was
briefed regarding the secu-
rity arrangements finalized
for the routes of the 7th,
8th, 10th and 11th of Mu-
harram processions and
Majalis. The control room
would remain operational
24 hours and focal persons
of all the departments con-
cerned would remain on
duty, he directed. Security
arrangements were being
monitored through cam-
eras, he said adding, night
vision cameras were also
being used for effective
monitoring of the proces-
sions and majalis. Imple-
mentation of Muharram
Code of Conduct and Stand-
ard Operating Procedures
would be ensured strictly, he
said. All available resources
were being used to maintain
law and order situation dur-
ing Muharram, Liaquat Ali
said. RPO informed that fool-
proof security arrangements
were finalized for Mubhar-
ram.—APP
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Tea imports
reduces
9.13%in last
fiscal year

ISLAMABAD: Tea imports
into the country during fi-
nancial year ended on June
30, 2023 reduced by 9.13
percent as compared the
imports of the correspond-
ing period of last year.
During the period from
June-July, 2022-23 about
231,449 metric tons of tea
costing $556.043 million
were imported as against
the imports of 253,748 met-
ric tons valuing $626.195
million of same period last
year, according the data of
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics. Meanwhile, imports of
sugar decreased by 97.06
percent during 12 months
of last fiscal year as 6,205
metric tons of sugar valu-
ing $0.0546 million million
imported as compared the
imports of 312,477 met-
ric tons costing $191.720
million of same period last
year. In last fiscal year spic-
es imports into the country
also decreased by 30.04
percent as 147,193 metric
tons of different spices
worth of $151.240 million
were imported during the
period under review as
compared the imports of
138,413 metric tons val-
uing $216.183 million of
same period last year. It is
worth mentioning here that
food group imports into the
country during the period
under review decreased by
0.88 percent as compared
to the imports of the corre-
sponding period of last year.
During the period from Ju-
ly-June, 2022-23, the coun-
try spent $8.936 billion on
the import of different food
commodities as compared
to the imports of $9.016 bil-
lion in the same period last
year in order to fulfill the
local requirements. On the
other hand the exports of
food commodities from the
country decreased by 7.25
percent as it was recorded
at $5.0222 billion as against
the exports of $5.415 billion
of the corresponding period
of last year.—APP

MG Pakistan
to introduces

new variants

ISLAMABAD: MG Paki-
stan, a prominent player in
the country’s automotive
industry aims to introduce
two new variants of its pop-
ular models, the MG HS
Excite and 2.0 AWD, in a
bid to further strengthen its
market presence and cater
to evolving consumer pref-
erences. As part of their ex-
pansion strategy, MG Paki-
stan is also turning its focus
towards the sedan segment,
which currently holds a sub-
stantial 45% market share
said a news release. Asif
Ahmed, General Manager
Marketing Division, ex-
pressed optimism about the
potential of the sedan mar-
ket and revealed that their
first sedan offering for Pa-
kistani consumers might be
the MG GT, a 1600 CC Se-
dan car. Following the re-
markable success of the
MG C-SUVs, with over
15 thousand units sold
in the last two and a half
years, MG Pakistan sees
great potential in the se-
dan category, as well as
in other C and D SUVs.
Key to MG Motors’ vi-
sion is the localization of
high-value parts to enhance
competitiveness within the
domestic market and ex-
plore potential export op-
portunities.—APP

LuREE President for fosterin

g trade and

economic linkages with Ethiopia

The President made these remarks while talking to Pakistan’s Ambassa- .
dor-designate to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Mian Atif Sharif

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi has asked Pakistan’s Am-
bassador-designate to Ethiopia
to foster trade and economic
linkages with Ethiopia by facil-
itating and enhancing interac-
tions between the two countries’
He also
urged the Ambassador to work
towards increasing trade vol-
ume with Ethiopia by reaching
out to Ethiopian businessper-
sons for the import of Pakistani
The President made
these remarks while talking to
Ambassador-desig-
nate to the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia, Mian Atif
Sharif, who called on him, at
Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. Talking to
the Ambassador, the President
said that Pakistan-Ethiopia bi-

business communities.

products.

Pakistan’s

lateral ties were marked by com-
mon history, interests, and sup-
port for each other on various
international fora. He said that
the bilateral relations between

the two countries needed to be
further cemented by taking the
mutual trade volume to its full-
est potential.
The President also called for

enhancing cooperation in the
field of education and peo-
ple-to-people contacts,
that students in Ethiopia could
benefit from online/video educa-

I tional materials/courses of the
Virtual University of Pakistan
and Allama Igbal Open Univer-
sity to enhance their skill sets.

He stated that Pakistan’s offer

of training young Ethiopian Dip-

lomats at the Foreign Service

Academy and scholarships for

banking courses would further

help improve bilateral ties with

Ethiopia. The President asked

the Ambassador to create aware-

ness in Ethiopia about the ris-
ing tide of Islamophobia in the
world and the need for collective
efforts to promote inter-faith
harmony and mutual respect. He
also urged the newly-appointed
envoy to highlight the human
rights violations and atrocities
being committed by India in the

Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu

and Kashmir (IIOJK) as well as

the maltreatment of minorities in

India.

adding

Pak to develop green hydrogen
in collaboration with China

DNA

ISLAMABAD: There are
good prospects for Pakistan
to develop green hydrogen
in collaboration with China.
Right now, on the side of
Jambhir, the Sindh govern-
ment has set up a project
with China in which they
are producing hydrogen,
but it has not yet reached
a mature level that we can
use it in the whole of Paki-
stan as a fuel.

Pakistan has taken the ini-
tiative, this is a good thing
and, in the future, they will
be able to do good things
in green hydrogen technol-
ogies, said Najma Memon,
Professor at NCE in Analyti-
cal Chemistry, University of
Sindh, Jamshoro, according
to a report carried by Gwa-
dar Pro on Monday. “The
concept of green hydrogen

is still new in Pakistan. As
we have very good ties with
China, which is now the
world’s top user and pro-
ducer of hydrogen, China
can be a good option for
Pakistan to cooperate with
in green hydrogen,” said
Najma Memon said.
Hydrogen is a clean fuel
which doesn’t emit carbon
and cause environmental
pollution. The advantage
of green hydrogen is that
the sources of energy
used to produce hydrogen
are also green, like solar
and wind.

The whole world is mov-
ing towards green energy.
A lot of research is be-
ing done on this.” Najma
Memon added.

He pointed out that hydro-
gen is not fully utilized due
to the issues of conversion
to energy and its trans-
portation. “For hydrogen

production, if you want
to convert it into energy,
you have to make a fuel
cell. Academia can help a
lot in fuel cell technology
because materials have to
be made and tested.

A consortium can be
formed so that the ener-
gy-related centers and the
material-related research-
ers will work together
with academia, then a
very good output can
come. Moreover, hydro-
gen doesn’t run like elec-
tricity in wires, it has to be
transported.

So pipeline infrastructure
has to be laid. It will take
some time.” He suggests
that Pakistan should coop-
erate with China to devel-
op green hydrogen-related
techonology.

“China is the world’s larg-
est hydrogen producer and
hydrogen user. Our fuel cell

and electrolyzer equipment
for green hydrogen manu-
facture are world-leading.
Coupled with domestic sub-
stitution of related materi-
als and equipment, the cost
of green hydrogen has be-
gun to decline,” said Zhu
Gongshan, Chairman of
Global Green Energy In-
dustry Council (GGEIC).
One recent example can
be the green hydrogen
plant in Kuqa City of Xin-
jlang, China, which is
constructed by Sinopec
Group. The plant began
operations last month,
which can produce 20,000
metric tons of hydrogen
per year. All major equip-
ment and materials used
in the project, including
photovoltaic modules,
electrolytic cells, hydro-
gen storage tanks and hy-
drogen transport pipelines,
were locally produced.

Pak to host 3rd D-8
Ministerial Meeting

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
will host the 4th D-8 Senior
Officials Meeting and 3rd
D-8 Ministerial Meeting on
Tourism Cooperation for
the first time in the country
on August 4-5 at Bhurbhan,
Murree. The meeting, being
organized by the Pakistan

Tourism Development Cor-
poration (PTDC), will be fol-
lowed by the technical visit
to the Federal Capital on Au-
gust 6. It was decided in the
2nd D-8 Ministerial Meeting
held in Malaysia in 2019
that Pakistan will host the
3rd D-8 Ministerial Meeting

preceded by 4th D-8 Senior
Officials Meeting. However,
the meeting was postponed
in 2021 due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Awn Chaudhry,
Advisor to the Prime Min-
ister on Tourism & Sports
/ PTDC Chairman, called
on the Secretary General

of D-8 Secretariat in March
and decided to organize the
meeting later this year. The
advisor, while chairing an
inter-ministerial meeting
here on Monday on the
preparation and organiza-
tion of the D-8 Ministerial
Meeting, said it was aimed
at promoting Pakistan’s
tourism potential and ex-
ploring tourism trade op-
portunities of the member
states. The meeting could
also open new avenues of
socio-economic  develop-
ment, he added.—APP

" Air Chief
felicitates
Hamza Khan

DNA

ISLAMABAD Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sid-
hu, Chief of the Air Staff, Paki
stan Air Force, congratulated
Hamza Khan on wining the
World Junior Squash Cham
pionship 2023, held in Mel
bourne, Australia. The young
squash player Hamza khan
won the title by defeating Mo
hamed Zakaria of Egypt with

of Melbourne. The Air Chie
expressed his felicitations to

the young champion for bringing the title back to Pakistan
after a gap of 37 years. He further said that this victory has
evoked memories of Jansher Khan’s triumph in the 1986
World Squash Championship and termed it a revival of Pa-
kistan’s glory in the game of squash. Chief of the Air Staff
further said that the entire nation takes pride in the out-
standing performance by the talented player, which has
raised the national flag high in the sport of squash. Being
the President of Pakistan Squash Federation, Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff,
Pakistan Air Force said that PAF has been tremendously
contributing for the promotion of Squash in the country and
reiterated his resolve that PAF along with PSF would con-
tinue to support young talent to bring more such victories
for the nation. He also lauded the unwavering commitment
of the Senior Vice President of Pakistan Squash Federation,
Air Vice Marshal Kazim Hammad and the Contingent Man-
ager, Air Commodore (Retired) Aftab Sadiq Qureshi in mak-
ing utmost efforts for the provision of quality training and
supporting the talented youth to excel in the game of Squash.
The Air Chief appreciated the hard work put in by the coaching
staff for providing international standard training and coaching
facilities to the young players. He also lauded the PSF’s man-
agement in making concerted efforts for bringing back the lost

@lory in the game of squash. Y,

ANF seizes
37kg drugs
in six
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in its oper-
ations against drug-traffick-
ers managed to recover 37
kg narcotics and arrested
four accused, said an ANF
Headquarters spokesman.
He informed that in an op-
eration, ANF recovered 1.5
kg Ice drug being sent to a
foreign country through a
parcel booked at Interna-
tional Mail Office Rawalpin-
di. Ice was concealed in Hot
Pots. In another operation,
one kg Ice drug was recov-
ered from the possession
of an accused resident of
Peshawar, travelling in pub-
lic transport. The accused
was arrested near M-1 Mo-
torway Toll Plaza. On the
accused’s information, the
co-accused, a resident of Is-
lamabad, was also arrested
along with a vehicle from
the Khanapul area in Islam-
abad. In the third opera-
tion, 17.7 kg of hashish con-
cealed in a plastic bag was
recovered from the area of
‘Jarubi Zakhakhel Khyber’.
10.2 kg hashish was recov-
ered from the possession
of an accused resident of
Karachi arrested near Mir-
pur Road Karachi. In fifth
operation, 350 grams her-
oin was recovered from a
parcel booked for a foreign
country at the courier of-
fice, Jinnah International
Airport.—APP

Rupee sheds
Rs1.11
against US
Dollar

ISLAMABAD, Jul 24 (AP-
P):Pakistani Rupee on
Monday witnessed Rs 1.11
devaluation against the US
Dollar in the interbank trad-
ing as it closed at Rs 287.92
against the previous day’s

closing of Rs 286.81.
However, according to the
Forex Association of Paki-
stan (FAP), the buying and
selling rates of dollars in
the open market stood at Rs
291.5 and Rs 294 respective-
ly. The price of the Euro de-
creased by 12 paisa to close
at Rs 319.01 against the last
day’s closing of Rs 319.13,
according to the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP). The Jap-
anese Yen gained 01 paisa
to close at Rs 2.03, whereas
an increase of 90 paisa was
witnessed in the exchange
rate of the British Pound,
which traded at Rs 370.02
as compared to its last day’s
closing of Rs 369.12.

The exchange rates of the
Emirates Dirham and the
Saudi Riyal increased by 30
paisa and 29 paisa to close
at Rs 78.38 and Rs 76.76 re-
spectively.—APP

Pakistani pink salt witnesses
growing popularity in
Chinese market

DNA

ISLAMABAD: “In recent
years, the popularity of
Pakistani Himalayan pink
salt products, including salt
lamps and bath salt, has been
growing in China. Pakistan
can further expand its export
to China by enhancing its
marketing and packaging,”
saidHussain Haider, Consul
General of Pakistan in Shang-
hai, Gwadar Pro reported
on Monday. According to
General Administration of
Customs of China, Pakistani
Himalayan pink salt to China
reached $4,968,223 in 2021
and $5,747,492 in 2022,

an yearonyear increase of
15.68%, which shows the
gradually expanding market
and promising prospects of
pink salt exports to China.
The improvement can be at-
tributed to a combination of
factors, including increased
awareness among Chinese
consumers about the health
benefits of pink salt, mar-
keting campaigns, and the
establishment of strong
trade partnerships between
Pakistani exporters and
Chinese importers.

The rise in pink salt ex-
ports to China has not only
boosted the Pakistani salt
industry but also provided
a much-needed economic

boost to the country. In-
creased demand has creat-
ed new jobs in the mining
and processing sectors,
contributing to the overall
growth of the local econ-
omy. Ismail Suttar, chair-
man of Salt Manufacturers
Association of Pakistan
(SMAP) and president of
Employers Federation of
Pakistan, pointed out at
a webinar on the promo-
tion of Pakistani pink salt
jointly held by the Consu-
late General of Pakistan
in Shanghai and the Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan last week that as
the popularity of pink salt
continues to grow.

_MD

MEenTAB PirRZADA

RAWALPINDI: MD Paki-
stan Bait-ul Mal, Aamir
Fida  Paracha  visited
Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(RCCI) and attended the
meeting of the Standing
Committee on Human
Rights. President RCCI
Saqib Rafiq briefed MD
Bait-ul-mal in detail about
the ongoing activities of
the Chamber, especially
the ongoing programs un-
der the Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR). He
said that the Chamber
has also been actively par-
ticipating in the rehabili-
tation and relief work of
natural disasters such as
floods, earthquakes.

He said that every year
the chamber organizes
blood donation camps
for thalassemia affected
children. He assured full
support and joint efforts/

PBM visits RCCI

partnership for awareness
for providing cochlear im-
plants to deaf and mute
children, memorandum of
understanding for aware-
ness drive on Thalassem-
ia, Hepatitis C and various
other initiatives of Paki-

stan Bait-ul-Mal. Chair-
man Committee Naveed
Kanwal welcomed the
suggestions of members
including, in-kind support
for Meal on Wheels, Or-
phanage, and Thalassem-
ia, etc. Senior Vice Pres-

ident Muhammad Hamza
Sarosh, Vice President Faisal
Shahzad, former presidents,
executive committee mem-
bers, representatives of
Anjuman Tajran and com-
mittee members were also
present in the meeting.
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Chinese countermeasures

ome US lawmakers have recently accused Beijing of using “coer-

cive economic practices” to achieve worldwide dominance over

the United States. These accusations were reiterated at a hearing
of the US House of Representatives days after US Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen wrapped up her trip to Beijing to discuss the nations’ eco-
nomic relations. Witnesses testified the environment in China is becom-
ing increasingly “restrictive” for US entities.
It is these US lawmakers that have played key roles over the past few
years in getting more than 1,300 Chinese entities on various US black-
lists. Yet despite such attempts, US investment in and trade with
China has maintained stable growth. The affected US companies have
never ceased trying to persuade Washington to weigh the country’s
losses against the gains, and expressed their confidence in the Chi-
nese market by continuing to expand their operations and increase
their investment in China. However, the US politicians, who are
gripped with an anti-China frenzy, continue to regard the long-term
systematic attack on Chinese enterprises in the high-tech sector as
necessary. They continue to ignore the fact that, while the US govern-
ment and legislature are trying to demarcate more and more fields
as forbidden zones for Chinese companies’ operations in the US and
dramatically increase the bureaucratic hurdles for them and their US
partners, China is doing the opposite, welcoming companies from
around the world to the country and granting them equal treatment.
As a matter of fact, most examples the US lawmakers provided in
the recent hearing on China’s alleged “coercive economic practices”
are nothing but countermeasures the Chinese side has been forced
to take to safeguard its core interests against the US’ provocations,
ranging from sanctioning the few US companies selling weapons to
secessionists on the Taiwan island to its latest anti-dumping investi-
gation into imported propionic acid originating in the US announced
on Friday. The anti-dumping probe into the US propionic acid that
was launched on the same day was in response to the US House of
Representatives’ Thursday banning of releases of oil from the US
Strategic Petroleum Reserve from being exported to China.
China’s welcome to foreign companies and investment is heartfelt and
that should be evident to the whole world. Foreign direct investment in
China increased 5 percent year-on-year to a record $189.1 billion in 2022.
From January to June this year, 24,000 new foreign-invested enterprises
were established nationwide, an increase of 35.7 percent year-on-year,
and investment in high-tech industries increased by 7.9 percent.
It is suggested that the US politicians stop dismantling the foundations
of Sino-US relations, and accept that the US has to co-exist with China.
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Deadly heat 1s a
disaster and a tragedy

isitors are making perilous trips to California’s Death Valley as

temperatures climb to within a few degrees of the highest on

record. And there’s no doubt it takes a certain breed to trek
into some of the worst heat humanity has known. But as this miserable
heat persists, with July poised to be the hottest month ever recorded
on Earth, I found myself thinking about why some people are fixated on
experiencing these temperature extremes, even if vicariously through
a news story or a photo next to a practically melting thermometer. It’s
understandable that the thrill-seekers among us would be drawn to plac-
es like Death Valley National Park, where temperatures in recent days
have reached 129 degrees during the day, and remained as high as 120
degrees after midnight, to feel the furnace-like blast of hot air firsthand
and experience how it tests the limits of human survival.
But these are life-threatening conditions, as was sadly demonstrated at
the park Tuesday with the death of a 71-year-old hiker. And to me, such
extreme temperatures should be seen less as a curiosity than a disas-
ter and a tragedy. Among the weatherrelated hazards made worse by
climate change, extreme heat is the No. 1 killer, responsible for an esti-
mated 3,900 deaths in California from 2010 to 2019. The heat that has
smothered the Southwest and other parts of the U.S. for more than two
weeks has inflicted a widespread toll, especially on the elderly, outdoor
workers and those without air conditioning.
Climbing temperatures in places like Death Valley are not some kind of
natural wonder for a bucket list, like seeing a total solar eclipse or climb-
ing Mt. Everest. They are part of a spiraling, unnatural human disaster
caused by our own ongoing pollution of the atmosphere that sustains
life on this planet. California has long been a land of extremes, swinging
from severe drought and destructive wildfires to floods and landslides.
The lowest point in North America, Death Valley’s Badwater Basin, is
just 135 miles from the highest point in the lower 48 states, Mt. Whitney.
We have the world’s biggest, tallest and oldest trees. But climate change
is amplifying California’s boom-bust cycle so much that our past range
of experience grows less relevant by the year. This summer — even with
extraordinary heat — is likely to be one of the coolest of the rest of your
life. As climate scientist Michael Mann put it earlier this summer, “it’s
a ‘new abnormal’ and it is now playing out in real time — the impacts of
climate change are upon us in the form of unprecedented, dangerous
extreme weather events.” It won’t begin to change until we stop burning
fossil fuels. Until then, we’ll have no choice but to get used to heat that is
at once frighteningly extreme and no longer so remarkable.

‘Neutral’ caretaker setup

Talha Bilal

Interestingly, the caretaker
governments appointed by
the same coalition parties’
government in Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
have exceeded their
constitutional limit, as the
mandatory elections within
the stipulated 3 months’
time after dissolution of
assemblies were skipped.
Many in the political arena
as well as judicial experts
have termed it ‘unlawful’,
as even the Supreme
Court had directed to
hold elections on both the
assemblies in April. Now
many are raising concerns
that the same tactics might
be used in an attempt to
delay the general election
to a comparatively
favorable time

he idea of a caretaker setup is to rid
the authorities of any political in-

fluence, and hold the elections in a
transparent manner and complete the fair
transfer of power in a democratic way. How-
ever, its not always the case.

Leaders and activists of Bangladesh’s main
opposition party have constantly warned
the government that a ‘neutral caretaker
government’ must be formed to conduct the
country’s general elections, which are due
to be held in December. The ruling Awami
League party, however, has brushed aside
the demand for a caretaker government at
various public functions. The South Asian
country will hold its 12th national elections
in December or January next year, which the
ruling Awami League government wants to
hold under the administration of incumbent
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, which the op-
position parties have vehemently rejected.
In 2011 the Bangladesh Awami League led
government abolished the caretaker govern-
ment through passage of the 15th amendment
of the constitution, since then the elections
take place sans the ‘neutral’ caretaker setup,
and always receive allegations of mass rigging
and engineering. Nevertheless, Sheikh Hasina
has comfortably been getting a landslide major-
ity since then.

In Pakistan, both major coalition partners have
agreed that a politician should be appointed as
the head of the interim set-up ahead of gener-
al elections in October or November this year,
with PPP’s Qamar Zaman Kaira saying that no
politician could be appointed as a judge and
vice versa. Earlier, the practice of appointing
a retired judge or any other professional had
been mostly followed. Now, the ritual is about
to change as the coalition govt is set to amend
the laws to ‘empower’ the interim Prime Min-
ister and appoint a loyalist to the post for better
‘neutrality’, as the PML-N announced that an
amendment was being introduced to empow-
er the interim setup to have powers similar to
that of an elected government. These powers
would allow the caretakers to take ‘important
decisions’.

The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
has nominated Federal Finance Minister Ishaq
Dar as the caretaker prime minister, accord-
ing to media. Dar is a close confidant and a
relative of Sharif family. They said the party is
taking the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) and
other coalition partners into confidence over
the Dar’s nomination. On the other hand, the
PPP has established a consultation committee
which comprised federal ministers Khursheed
Shah, Naveed Qamar and former prime minis-
ter Yusuf Raza Gilani. The top leadership of the
major govt parties was in Dubai to mull upon
the caretaker setup.

Interestingly, the caretaker governments
appointed by the same coalition parties’ gov-
ernment in Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
have exceeded their constitutional limit, as
the mandatory elections within the stipulated
3 months’ time after dissolution of assemblies
were skipped. Many in the political arena as
well as judicial experts have termed it ‘unlaw-
ful’, as even the Supreme Court had directed to
hold elections on both the assemblies in April.
Now many are raising concerns that the same
tactics might be used in an attempt to delay
the general election to a comparatively favora-
ble time. The PML-N will not be willing to hold
general election while Imran Khan walks free
and Nawaz Sharif remains abroad. That is one
of the reasons the government is dissolving the
assemblies two or three days ahead of comple-
tion of tenure, to get more time for things to
go their way. Meanwhile, the PPP has been vo-
cal about holding the general election in time,
unlike the JULF, which has often teased with
the possibility of delay in elections. The ruling
coalition apparently wants PTI Chairman Im-
ran Khan be dealt with before going into the
elections. It seems that the government is still
suffering from the Imran Khan paranoia. As if
all the censorship and legal woes put on him
are not sufficient, the ruling parties want
him behind the bars, disqualified before they
call the general election. However, the pub-
lic sentiment for the incumbent rulers is at
its lowest in years, and the rulers are well
aware of it. Nothing seems to help them gain

the ground and support they lost during the
past year and a half. The general percep-
tion that the coalition government has been
more interested in benefitting themselves
and quash their own cases than providing
any relief to the masses is visibly strong.
Just last week, the government added to the
woes of inflation-weary people already bear-
ing the brunt of record inflation by approv-
ing a massive increase in base tariffs of elec-
tricity. With the latest surge, the base tariff
of electricity increased by up to Rs7.50 per
unit, which will add thousands in electricity
bills every month. Adding fuel to the fire are
the revenge politics, brutal tactics to shun
opponents and silence the critics. Those in
charge must realize and admit that unlike
the 90’s, the vast majority of people cannot
be made to buy the narrative. With the use
of social media platforms at unprecedented
high level, the historical ways of gaining sup-
port and building favorable narratives by using
TV and newspaper medium is not as effective
as it once was. The only path suitable for the
government to prove Imran Khan wrong and
make their ‘people-friendly govt’ point was by
relieving the masses of their woes, in which
they have failed. Even the ‘experienced fi-
nancial maestro’ Ishaq Dar has been unable
to bring any good news for the inflation hit
economy. As things stand, even if there is no
PTT on the ballot paper, it will still be very dif-
ficult for the government parties to make the
voters vote for them, if the elections are held
on time. And their desperate efforts to make
the situation work out in a better way for them
has proven to be a disaster. The last thing the
coalition parties would want now is to make
the already skeptical elections more dubious
by appointing controversial caretaker offi-
cials. It is high time that the people are
allowed to choose their representatives in
a free and fair manner. The country and
economy cannot withhold any more incon-
sistency and chaos.

—The writer is a student at Quaid-e-
Azam University

How China became an 1deal partner in the Middle East

Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

China is also attempting
to project itself as a global
peacemaker, which will
definitely enhance its
legitimacy, prestige and
status on the international
level. Foreign Minister
Qin Gang in April declared
that China is prepared
to broker peace talks
between Israel and
Palestine with the aim
of finding a resolution
to their long-standing
conflict. “China is willing
to strengthen coordination
and cooperation with
Palestine to promote an
early, comprehensive

Middle East, which has been shown to be suc-

cessful and productive for several key reasons.
First of all, China’s Middle East policy is multidi-
mensional, with its first facet composed of putting
a significant emphasis on diplomacy. This policy is
strengthening Beijing’s soft power in the region
and increasing its engagement and footprints in
the Middle East, specifically in the Gulf region,
and first and foremost toward Saudi Arabia and
the UAE. A core pillar of China’s diplomatic role
in the Middle East is maintaining and promoting
peace and stability by preventing conflicts and
tensions from spiraling out of control and leading
to full-fledged war.
China is also attempting to project itself as a global
peacemaker, which will definitely enhance its le-
gitimacy, prestige and status on the international
level. Foreign Minister Qin Gang in April declared
that China is prepared to broker peace talks be-
tween Israel and Palestine with the aim of finding a
resolution to their long-standing conflict. “China is
willing to strengthen coordination and cooperation
with Palestine to promote an early, comprehensive,
just and lasting solution to the Palestine issue,”
Chinese President Xi Jinping told Palestinian lead-
er Mahmoud Abbas during the latter’s visit to Chi-
na in June. Beijing has also become one of the first
countries to be engaged in the reconstruction of
Syria. It hopes to bring peace and stability to the
Arab state after a memorandum of understanding
was signed last year between the Chinese ambas-
sador and the head of the Syrian National Council.
Syria is another Middle Eastern nation that recent-
ly joined China’s Belt and Road Initiative. China’s
emphasis on soft power, rather than employing co-
ercion and hard power, is part of its broader Belt
and Road Initiative, which is a global investment

E t is important to examine China’s policy toward the

strategy that is improving the infrastructure of
more than 150 countries. This critical project was
incorporated into the Constitution of the Chinese
Communist Party in 2017. The Belt and Road Initi-
ative has two parts: the Silk Road Economic Belt
and the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. The key
objective of the initiative is to construct “a unified
large market and make full use of both international
and domestic markets, through cultural exchange
and integration, to enhance mutual understanding
and trust of member nations, ending up in an inno-
vative pattern with capital inflows, talent pool, and
technology database.” Any conflict between countries
in the Middle East has the potential to ignite a region-
al conflagration, which will not serve the interests of
China or the nations of the region. Another prominent
recent example of Beijing employing diplomacy is the
historic deal it brokered between Saudi Arabia and
Iran, which was announced in March and was seen by
some experts, scholars and policy analysts as a sign
of China’s increasing influence in the Middle East.
The agreement was a key development not only in
terms of restoring ties between two Middle Eastern
powers — Saudi Arabia and Iran — but also in reducing
tensions and enhancing peace and security in the re-
gion. Improved ties between Riyadh and Tehran could
have a significant impact on the region’s geopolitical
and economic landscapes as well. The second pillar
of China’s policy toward the Middle East is anchored
in not only the traditional oil and gas trade, but also
in long-term investments in other areas, including in
some Middle Eastern nations’ infrastructure, clean
energy and information technology.

For instance, Beijing has committed itself to a signif-
icant investment in Iran via various fields. In 2021,
China and the Iranian government signed a 25-year
strategic partnership deal, which is now in the early
stages of implementation. According to the Tehran

Times: “The Chinese foreign minister approved of his
Iranian counterpart’s views expounded in his op-ed
published in China’s Global Times. Wang (Yi) said the
Iranian foreign minister’s views show the promising
horizon in relations between Tehran and Beijing. The
top Chinese diplomat underlined his country’s read-
iness to expand cooperation with Iran in financing,
energy, banking and cultural sectors.” Positive part-
nerships between China and Middle Eastern nations
can also be found in other areas, including addressing
climate change, renewable energy and the solar indus-
try. For example, during a state visit by Xi to Riyadh
last December, Saudi Arabia and China signed a mem-
orandum of understanding on hydrogen energy. Be-
yond gaining enhanced global legitimacy and status,
it is worth noting that Beijing has a vested financial
interest in stressing diplomacy and promoting peace
and stability in the Middle East. China has strong
trade and economic relationships with Saudi Arabia
and other regional countries beyond its oil imports.
According to Deutsche Welle, China “has cultivated
strong economic and political ties with both Riyadh
and Tehran in recent years. Saudi Arabia is China’s
largest oil supplier, with trade between the two coun-
tries amounting to $87 billion in 2021. Commerce be-
tween Iran and China, meanwhile, was worth more
than $16 billion in the same year, with Tehran depend-
ing on the Asian giant for as much as 30 percent of
its foreign trade.” In a nutshell, China’s engagement
with the Middle East has been efficient, well-informed
and successful due to the fact that it uses a multidi-
mensional policy focusing on employing soft power,
playing the key role of peacemaker and mediator, and
carrying out long-term investments not only in the
oil and gas sectors, but also in clean energy, renew-
able energy, infrastructure and technology.

—Courtesy: Arab News
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Briefs

From Pack 01
“They will inform the party
leadership of the [proposed]
names, but no decision has
been taken regarding this
yet ... It should be clear
now that we have not set-
tled on a name.” She also
denied that her party had
been consulted on appoint-
ing the caretaker PM from
the current federal cabinet.
The PPP leader further said
her party’s leadership had
maintained that elections
should be held on time,
within the constitutional
term, be it 60 days or 90
days. “We believe it will be
better for the country and
its stability,” she said.

Fazl to
‘visit’ Dubai
to meet
Zardari,
Nawaz

From Pace 01
receiving any suggestions
from PML-N regarding Ish-
aq Dar for caretaker prime
minister’s (PM) slot.
Maulana Fazlur Rehman-led
JUIL'F and Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari-led PPP rejected
such reports regarding
their agreement on appoint-
ing Ishaq Dar as the care-
taker PM. Sources closer to
PPP told that no agreement
was made on Ishaq Dar’s
name for the slot.

Relocation
of banned
TTP to
N-Western
Afghanistan

From Pace 01
But now the non Pushtoons
are publicly opposing this
project of relocation of Pa-
kistani militants. Besides
others former Vice Pres-
ident Amar Ullah Saleh,
Rashid Dostam and Ahmad
Masoud while opposing re-
location of TTP militants
to Northern and western
Afghanistan, also urged the
UN and other global organs
to take its early notices.
The history of banned TTP
slipping into Afghanistan
is not new but it started in
2009 with the ending of mil-
itary operation Rah-i-Raaast
in Swat valley and its adja-
cent districts. At that time,
the then TTP Chief Mullah
Fazal Ullah was mysterious
escaped from Swat and
landed in Kunar province
of Afghanistan. Later he
was followed by militant
commanders like Maulvi
Faqir Mohammad, Latif
Mehsud and others from
North and South Waziristan
and Mangal Bagh from Khy-
ber. In the wake of military
operation Zarb-i-Azab com-
menced on June 15th 2014
in North Waziristan, Hafiz
Gul Bahadar shifted to Af-
ghanistan’s South-Eastern
zone. The Taliban spokes-
person Zabihullah Mujahid,
as quoted by the Afghan
News Agency, stated that
TTP fighters currently re-
siding in Khost, Kunar, and
other border areas of Af-
ghanistan will be stationed
in northern Afghanistan.
The plan involves relocat-
ing these fighters to remote
provinces away from the
Durand Line.
No one can deny the fact
that Afghan Taliban have out
rightly regretted Pakistan’s
demand of either taking ac-
tion or evacuating banned
TTP militants. In fact, both
TTA and TTP are from the
same school of thoughts
with similar goals in both the
neighbouring countries and
other regional countries.
Taliban are staunch Sunnis
and known for their hostile
attitude towards Shia’s. Iran
is already in close links with
all Non Pushtoon Afghans
who are dominating almost
Northern and western parts
of that war-devastated coun-
try. Since signing of Doha
Qatar agreement, TTA Or
Emirate Islami Afghanistan
are very well exposed in
its obedience and loyalties
to US lead allies especially
Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Pa-
kistan has already expressed
doubts over banned TTP
links with several other
foreign countries. On such
grounds, shifting of these
TTP associated militants to
Northern and Western parts
of Afghanistan could be con-
sidered another shift in pro-
longed war, being fought by
a number of global powers
through regional countries
on the soil of Afghanistan.

Pakistan Women’s Squash
Premier League 2023 kicks off

Sadia Gul said that women’s premier league is not just a tournament but it aims to promote
and inspire the young girls to showcase their talent and to excel in the game of squash

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Talented deaf and
dumb squash player Sana Baha-
dur thrashed Pakistan number
one squash player Noor ul Ain in
the first round by 3-2 in the inau-
gural edition of Pakistan women’s
squash premier league 2023 here
at the Mushaf Squash Complex Is-

lamabad on Monday.

According to event organiser
Sadia Gul, who is also national
women coach said that the two
days event will provide an oppor-
tunity to local players to improve
their game as first time girls
from Quetta also participating in
the premier league organised by
the Pakistan Squash Federation
(PSF) with the collaboration of
Women in Sports (WinS) and

Serena Hotels.

Sadia Gul said that the women’s
premier league is not just a tour-
nament but it aims to promote
and inspire the young girls to
showcase their talent and to excel
in the game of squash. She said

that 16 players are divided into
four teams namely Warriors, Ti-
gers, Shaheen and Panther.

On day one Sana Bahadur of
beat national
ranking top player Noor ul Ain
(Warriors) by 3-2 to upset them

team panther’s

in the premier league. Noor ul
Ain led the match by 11-13, 11-8,
119 but Sana Bahadur gripped
the game and never allowed
Noor ul Ain to come back in
the game and won the last two
games by 13-11 and 11-8.

Faiqa Fida 9 years old girl be-
longs from team Shaheen also
beat Farwa Batool of Warriors by
11-7, 6-11, 11-8, 11-9 while Quet-
ta girl Irum Zehra of team Pan-
thers beat Zayna Zuabir(team
Warriors) in close match by

9-11, 11-2, 9-11, 11-4, 11-2
Another close match was wit-
nessed between Mehwish Ali of
team Tigers and Sana Bahadur
of panthers which were won by
Mehwish by 11-9, 9-11, 7-11, 11-
5, 11-7 respectively

Popp doubles down as
Germany maul Morocco 6-0

Sports DESK

MELBOURNE, July 24
(Reuters) - Talismanic
captain Alexandra Popp
scored a brace as Ger-
many launched their
bid for a third Women's
World Cup title with a 6-0
demolition of debutants
Morocco on Monday. In
the tournament's most
one-sided match to date,
veteran striker Popp led
from the front, heading
in two first-half strikes
before Klara Buehl, Lea
Schueller and two own
goals blew out the score
after the break in front

of 27,256 at Melbourne
Rectangular Stadium.
The Germans' cake-walk
put them top of Group H
on three points, with rivals
Colombia and South Korea
to play their opener in Syd-
ney on Tuesday. "We stayed
true to ourselves," Germany
coach Martina Voss-Tecklen-
burg told reporters.

"It was a great to have a 6-0
score ... I look forward to
the next match, but today
we want to be happy with
what we did today. It was
truly a team performance."
Seven months after the Mo-
roccan men's fairytale run
to the World Cup semifi-
nals in Qatar, the Atlas Li-

onesses became the first
Arab team to take the field
at the women's showpiece.
They will hope for better
in their next match against
South Korea after humilia-
tion against the Euro 2022
runners-up, who took little
time to get into their groove
and were ruthless to the fin-
ish. "As it stands we came
across a team which was
superior to our own - David
and Goliath," said Morocco
coach Reynald Pedros.

"They had something that
we didn’t. "I think it goes
without saying we were
probably going to lose but
I think we didn’t need to
lose by six goals." Under

the first burst of sustained
German pressure, Morocco
were quick to crumble.

A poor clearance allowed
Kathrin Hendrich space on
the right to swing in a cross
that goalkeeper Khadija Er-
Rmichi misread and Popp
thumped in from directly in
front in the 11th minute.
Morocco regrouped
through captain Ghizlane
Chebbak, who launched
a longrange effort in the
24th minute, causing Ger-
many's keeper Merle Fro-
hms to scurry across for
the save.

The first shot on goal en-
ergised the Moroccans but
their set piece defending
proved a dead weight.
Whirling around in the box,
Popp scored again in the
39th minute, Buehl's cor
ner pinging off the back
of her head. An animated
Chebbak demanded more
from her team in a fiery
halftime address but 23
seconds after the restart,
the Moroccans conceded
a third goal. After Lina
Magull hit the woodwork
from close range, Buehl
swooped on a clearance and
filed a sizzling, low strike
into the right corner.

The night grew ugly for
the Moroccans as defender
Hanane Ait El Haj put the
ball into her own net less
than 10 minutes later.

Al-Hilal make
record £259m

offer for Mbappe

RIYADH: Saudi Arabian side Al-Hilal have permission
to speak to Kylian Mbappe after making a world record
£259m bid for the Paris St-Germain forward. The 24-year-
old France captain, who has a year left on his contract, has
refused to sign an extension at the French champions and
was not selected for their pre-season tour to Japan. PSG
want to sell Mbappe now rather than see him leave for free
next summer. Neymar's £200m move from Barcelona to
PSG in 2017 is the current record. PSG activated Brazil
forward Neymar's release clause to make him the most ex-
pensive player in the world. Should he move, Mbappe will
have commanded two of the three highest fees paid for a
player after joining PSG from Monaco for £166m in 2017.
Chelsea, Manchester United, Tottenham, Inter Milan and
Barcelona have all expressed an interest in Mbappe, who
has previously said he intends to leave PSG for free at the
end of next season. The feeling at PSG is that he has
already agreed to join La Liga giants Real Madrid on the
expiration of his contract. However, chairman Nasser
Al-Khelaifi has made clear his determination to take a
tough stance, saying it is "impossible" that Mbappe be
allowed to leave on a free transfer in 2024. - Agencies

ADDIS ABABA: China and the African continent, under the
umbrella of the African Union (AU), have vowed to strength-
en the already fruitful military cooperation so as to realize
their common aspirations toward securing peace and stability
in Africa and beyond. This came during a reception marking
the 96th anniversary of the founding of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army (PLA) on Friday evening in the Ethiopian
capital, Addis Ababa. The event brought together military
representatives of different African countries, senior Ethiopi-
an government officials, members of the diplomatic corps in
Ethiopia, as well as representatives of the Chinese societies
in Ethiopia. "Without security and stability there can be no
development. As a constructive participant and active contrib-
utor to the cause of peace and security in Africa, China has
continued to deliver military assistance to the African Union,
supporting capacity building of the African Standby Force and
jointly working on counter-terrorism,” Guo Baojian, Defense
Advisor of Mission of China to the AU, said during the cere-
mony. Guo stressed that the PLA is developing into a world-
class military, which serves as a strong guarantee for the
realization of the Chinese national rejuvenation and also for
making greater contributions to world peace.

"China has always been a peace loving nation. Under the
guidance of the national defense policy, the PLA always
honors its international responsibilities and plays an active
role in maintaining world peace," he said. Guo said as part
of its commitment to international peace, China is the sec-
ond-largest contributor to the UN peacekeeping budget,
and a top contributor of the peacekeepers among the five
permanent members of the UN Security Council. Antonio
Lamas Xavier, Chief of Staff of the African Standby Force
(ASF), on his part echoed Guo's comments as he hailed the
ever-expanding China-Africa military cooperation and fruit-
ful partnership in promoting peace and security across the
African continent. Xavier, in particular, underscored the
growing cooperation and positive outcomes in the peace
and security sector following the establishment of the Fo-
rum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC). He stressed
that the China-proposed Global Security Initiative (GSI),
which aims to eliminate the root causes of conflicts and
improve global security governance, is highly welcomed in
Africa as it injects positive momentum towards strength-
ening continental security and development. — Agencies

Sweden 1s risking its ties
with the Muslim countries

NEews DEs k

DUBAL If the Swedish government
does not change its laws regarding the
spread of hate, the Organization of Islam-
ic Conference will act, Saudi geopolitical
analyst Salman Al-Ansari told the Arab
News weekly show “Frankly Speaking.”
“If the Swedish government and its legal
system don’t rectify their laws with re-
gards to allowing extremists and rad-
icals to spread hate, then I won’t be
surprised if there will be a unanimous
decision to take measures by the OIC.”
Al-Ansari’s comments came as the
OIC issued a statement on Sunday
condemning in the strongest terms
the burning of a copy of the Qur’an
by a farright extremist group called
Danske Patrioter, or Danish Patriots,

Muslim

outside the Iraqi Embassy in Co-
penhagen on Friday. The incident is
only the latest in a spate of incidents
in Denmark and Sweden that have
stirred up a diplomatic storm, which
now threatens the Nordic states’ rela-
tions with the Muslim world.

Earlier in the week, Salwan Momika,
an Iraqi immigrant living in Sweden,
desecrated the Qur’an, just weeks
after he set fire to pages of the holy
book outside a Stockholm mosque.
In January, Rasmus Paludan, a far-
right Danish leader, also burned
a copy of the Qur’an in front of the
Turkish embassy in Stockholm.
leaders and governments
across the Islamic world have con-
demned these acts, which had been
permitted by local authorities osten-
sibly in line with the right to freedom

of expression. In a statement on Sun-
day, Hissein Brahim Taha, the OIC’s
secretary-general, expressed his deep
dissatisfaction with the repeated inci-
dents of “transgression against Islamic
sanctities,” adding that such acts “con-
stitute incitement to religious hatred,
intolerance and discrimination” that
would have dangerous consequences.
“Burning the copy of any holy book,
whether it’s the Holy Qu'ran, the Bi-
ble, the Torah, or any sacred book, is
absolutely disgusting and unjustifiable,
and it’s an action of extreme hate. If
this is not hate, then what constitutes
hate? This is my question,” Al-Ansari
said. He accused Swedish authorities
of hypocrisy, highlighting cases of far-
right activists justifiably facing pros-
ecution for using Nazi slogans while
anti-Muslim acts went unpunished.

Pakistan dominate SL on first day of 2nd Test

Abdullah and Shan carried the innings for Pakistan and scored 108 runs off 117 balls. Shan
played a quick knock of 51 runs which is now called as ‘Pakball formula’ on social media

COLOMBO: Abdullah
Shafique and Shan Masood
built up a strong partner-
ship after Pakistan lose
opening batter Imam-ul-
Hagq earlier in the third ses-
sion on day one of the sec-
ond Test against Sri Lanka
in Colombo on Monday.
After bowling out Sri Lan-
ka for 166 runs, Pakistan
were off to a poor start with
batting followed by the ear-
ly dismissal of Imam. The
left-handed batter scored
just six runs before walking
back to the pavilion.
Abdullah and Shan carried
the innings for Pakistan
and scored 108 runs off 117
balls. Shan played a quick
knock of 51 runs which is
now called as ‘Pakball for-

mula’ on social media.
Babar (8%) is at the crease
with Abdullah (74*) as Paki-
stan walked out at stumps
with 145-2 in 28.3 overs.
Asitha Fernando took two
wickets for the hosts.
Abrar Ahmed and Naseem
Shah rattled Sri Lanka be-
fore Tea on day one as they
were bowled out for 166 in
the first innings.

The bowling duo went ber-
serk on Sri Lankan batters
who couldn’t find any clue
to settle down at the crease.
Dhanajaya de Silva tried
hard to replicate his first
Test’s heroics here but he
could only score 57 before
falling to Abrar with Saud
Shakeel taking a well-
judged catch.

Abdullah  Shafique once

again took a blinder at short

leg off Abrar to remove un-
lucky Sadeera Samarawick-

rama who got out in the
same way for the third time
in a row this series.
Ramesh Mendis resisted
a bit with his 27 runs but
Sri Lanka fell apart just
before Tea. Abrar bagged
four wickets while Na-
seem managed three.
Shan Masood, with a bril-
liant throw in the third
over, provided an early
breakthrough for Pakistan
in the opening hour of the
first day. Nishan Madush-
ka remained unlucky as
the throw went straight to
thrash the stumps on the
striker’s end.

Shaheen Shah Afridi re-
moved Kusal Mendis in
the seventh over to further
dent the hosts who decided

to bat first after winning
the toss following a delay
due to early morning rain.
It was not too late when
Naseem promised to be
real destruction for Sri
Lanka as he took back-
to-back wickets in quick
succession.

The right-arm  pacer
bagged Angelo Mathews
and Dimuth Karunaratne
within his two overs clos-
er to the 15th. Mathews
(9) and Karunaratne (17)
were two experienced
batters who were the
need for Sri Lanka in the
tough time. Dhanajaya de
Silva and Dinesh Chandi-
mal walked off at Lunch
with Sri Lanka suffering
at 79-4. - Agencies

SC bars
police from
arresting

Imran
Khan

From Pace 01
At the outset of the pro-
ceedings, the PTI chief
appeared before the court
as directed by the bench
on the last hearing. How-
ever, the arguments from
the complainant’s lawyer
couldn’t be given due to
his absence. Meanwhile,
the Balochistan advocate
general requested the
court to order the former
prime minister to appear
before the investigation
officer (I0) in the case.
At this, Justice Naqvi in-
quired why the PTI chief
was required to join the
probe. Justice Afridi then
directed the government
lawyer to take directives
on the reason for includ-
ing Khan in the investi-
gations and state them
to the court before the
complainant’s lawyer on
the next hearing.
Later, the court adjourned
the hearing till August 9 at
the request of the case’s
complainant.
Khan had moved the SC
to quash the FIR that
nominated him in the
murder case of the advo-
cate Shar. Besides bail
in the case, he also re-
quested to set aside the
Balochistan High Court’s
(BHC) decision to reject
a similar petition.
However, the two-mem-
ber bench of the SC
comprising Justice Ijazul
Ahsen and Justice Ayesha
A Malik rejected Khan’s
bail plea and refused to
suspend the BHC’s order
without hearing other
parties in the matter.
The court held that a
two-member bench of the
apex court could not sus-
pend the order passed by
the learned high court’s
two-member bench, di-
recting the PTI chief to
approach the chief justice
of Pakistan (CJP) for fix-
ation of the case before a
three-member bench.
Meanwhile, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan
said that Mr Dentonic
and his desperate bunch
of criminals deliberately
attempted to create a law
and order situation to im-
plicate him and PTI in
May 9 like cases to start a
crackdown on them.
PTI Chairman said: “To-
day again was a deliberate
attempt to create a law
and order situation by Mr
Dentonic and his desper-
ate bunch of criminals.
He said: “I presume to im-
plicate me and PTI in oth-
er cases, just like May 9th
was used as a pretext to
start a crackdown on us.”

Centcom
chief, COAS
discuss
regional
security

FroMm PacGe 01

apart from the regional
security situation, matters
of mutual interest and de-
fence cooperation were
discussed, the military’s
media wing mentioned.
“Both reiterated the de-
sire to further enhance
bilateral relations in all
fields,” the ISPR said.
The meeting comes as
both nations — Pakistan
and US — called on war-
torn Afghanistan to ensure
that its soil isn’t used as a
safe haven by terrorists.
The United States had
last week reiterated that
the Afghan Taliban must
ensure that their country
isn’t used for terror at-
tacks as Pakistan blames
the neighbouring nation
for harbouring hardliners
Tehreek-e-Taliban  Paki-
stan (TTP).

“Taliban has the respon-
sibility to prevent [...]
Afghanistan from being
used as a safe haven for
launching terrorist at-
tacks,” US State Depart-
ment spokesperson Mat-
thew Miller said during a
press briefing.

The top brass of the Pa-
kistan Army has said that
sanctuaries and liberty
of action available to ter-
rorists of proscribed TTP
and other groups of that
ilk in Afghanistan is one
of the major reasons im-
pacting the security of
Islamabad.

The terror attacks in Pa-
kistan have spiked since
November last year when
the TTP ended its cease-
fire agreement with Islam-
abad, with the armed forc-
es also ramping up efforts
against militants.
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Suicide
hombing
in Somalia
capital kills 20

MOGADISHU: More than
20 people, including sol-
diers, were killed and doz-
ens others wounded on
Monday when a suicide
bombing rocked the Somali
capital, Mogadishu, a sen-
ior official said. A senior se-
curity officer in Mogadishu,
who spoke to Anadolu on
condition of anonymity due
to restrictions on talking to
the media, said a suicide
bomber blew himself up at
a military training facility
in Mogadishu, killing more
than 20 people, including
new recruits and military
personnel. “The suicide
bomber blew himself up
during busy hours on Mon-
day. At the time when the
blast occurred, there was
a large queue of new re-
cruits at the Jalle Siyaad
military training camp,” he
said. He added that doz-
ens of people were also
injured in the attack, who
were rushed to hospital for
treatment. Local media put
the casualties at more than
30 people. Somali-based
Al-Qaeda-affiliated terrorist
group, Al-Shabaab, claimed
responsibility for the deadly
attack.— Agencies

‘Nixon
predicted
Ukraine

conflict in
1994’

WASHINGTON:  Former
US president Richard Nix-
on warned his successor
Bill Clinton nearly 30 years
ago that Ukraine could
plunge into bloody turmoil,
while predicting major po-
litical changes in Russia,
according to a document
made available to the public
last week. In a seven-page
letter dated March 21,
1994 and cited by the Wall
Street Journal, the late
president gave his take on
the volatile post-Soviet po-
litical landscape right after
he returned from a trip to
Russia and Ukraine. Nixon
described Ukraine as “in-
dispensable” and warned
that the situation there
was “highly explosive.” “If
it is allowed to get out of
control, it will make Bosnia
look like a PTA garden par-
ty,” he said, referring to the
1992-1995 ethnic conflict
in the Balkans that claimed
the lives of tens of thou-
sands of people. The for-
mer president pointed to an
“unpredictable” political sit-
uation in the country, lament-
ing that “the Ukrainian
parliament... is even worse
than the Russian Duma.” He
urged Clinton to strengthen
the American diplomatic
presence in Ukraine and
prioritize funding for Kiev.
Nixon also noted that the
political clout of then Rus-
sian president Boris Yeltsin
had “rapidly deteriorated,”
adding that “the days of his
unquestioned leadership of
Russia are numbered.” —App

9 injured
In mortar
explosion

in Taiwan

BRINING: At least nine peo-
ple were injured in a mortar
explosion as Taiwan on Mon-
day began five-day livefire
annual military exercises.
The island nation’s Defense
Ministry said the explosion
happened at an ammunition
depot at the Hsiang Feng
military base in the northern
port city of Keelung near the
capital Taipei, Focus Taiwan
news website reported. It
said the incident occurred at
around 3 p.m. (0700GMT)
when technical personnel
were conducting an inspec-
tion and two of the injured
are critical. Authorities are
investigating the cause be-
hind the explosion. Known
as Han Kuang, Taiwan is
holding the 39th edition
of the military exercises
since 1984, across Tai-
wan Strait. All branches
of Taiwan’s armed forces
are participating in the
exercises which include
live-fire drills and com-
puterized war games. The
military exercises “test the
Taiwanese military’s capa-
bility to fend off a Chinese
invasion,” Focus Taiwan said,
quoting the island nation’s De-
fense Ministry. It said China
flew 11 jets while six naval ves-
sels from the mainland sailed
around Taiwan on Monday.
As part of the drills, Taiwan’s
Air Force fighter jets flew to the
eastern side from Taiwan’s
western part “in a simulation
of an invasion.”—DNA
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COPENHAGEN: A group of 118th National Management Course participants at National School of
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Public Polic&, Lahore is presently visiting Den-

mark to study its Electric Vehicle Policy and role of government and private sectors in its implementation. The delegation visited the embassy for an

intro briefing. —-DNA

Pak-US education alliance
bridging both nations

DNA

WASHINGTON: Pakistan’s
Ambassador to United States
Masood Khan says education
has been a robust link between
Pakistan and United States from
1950s till today. He was address-
ing a batch of 25 visiting Pakistani
students under ‘Study of the US
Institutes’ program at Embassy of
Pakistan Washington DC. “From
the 1950s till today, education
has been a robust link between
Pakistan and United States,” said
Pakistan’s Ambassador to United
States. “Last year was a good year
because the number increased to
8000, registering 17% increase.
This number should further in-
crease given our population and
the number of students coming
out of universities of Pakistan,”
he said. “We must have more stu-
dents here in the United States,”

stressed the Ambassador.
Addressing a batch of 25 visiting
Pstudents under ‘Study of the US
Institutes’ (SUSI) program and
visited the Embassy of Pakistan
Washington DC for call on the Am-
bassador. SUSI is a 5-week long
educational initiative for fostering
cross-cultural understanding and
promoting education cooperation
between Pakistan and the United
States. The program, held annu-
ally since 2010, provides young
minds with a unique opportunity
to immerse themselves in Amer-
ican society, history, and values.
The Ambassador congratulated
the students on their selection for
an enriching SUSI program. “You
have made us proud,” he said.
The Ambassador told the stu-
dents that it was a unique op-
portunity for them to visit US
seats of learning, enriching their
experience and broaden their in-
tellectual horizon. “You will take

valuable inputs from here back to
your own environments. And this
is a process of cross fertilization.
Intellectual capabilities recognize
no boundaries.

Your peers and also the environ-
ments in which you work, they
will benefit directly from your ex-
perience,” said the Ambassador.
Highlighting imitation, emulation,
and innovation as the three key
stages for societal progress, the
Ambassador expressed the hope
that the extraordinary experi-
ence would empower the vis-
iting students to replicate and
adopt what they have observed
and experienced during their stay
in the United States.

The Ambassador reminded the
students that they represented a
rich civilization having an experi-
ence of seventy five years in na-
tion building and surviving many
upheavals. “This short course
should inspire you to come back,

to interface our two countries, to
enrich shared intellectual herit-
age of our two nations,” he said.

Masood Khan thanked the U.S.
government and all those involved
in organizing the SUSI program
for their commitment and support
to promote educational coopera-
tion between the two countries.

He also appreciated University of
Massachusetts, Amherst, and the
US mentors for hosting the vis-
iting fellows. The Ambassador
urged the visiting students
to nurture the contacts that
they have made with their
peers and US counterparts
and building their networks.
“Your net-worth would be de-
termined by your networks in
your future lives,” he added.
The Ambassador also inter-
acted with the participants
and invited them to share
their thoughts about the pro-
gram and its learning expe-

rience. While sharing their
experiences, the participants
emphasized both the common-
alities and distinctions between
Pakistan and the United States.
They lauded remarkable organi-
zational skills that they observed
at the individual and societal
levels, the formulation and ex-
ecution of policies at state and
federal level, the interactive en-
vironment, the appreciation of
diversity, the spirit of inclusivi-
ty, the provision of equal oppor-
tunities and presence of an in-
formed and vigilant citizenry to
guard their rights and discharge
their responsibilities.

They also noted relentless pur-
suit of the American dream as
a defining aspect of US socie-
ty. The Ambassador extended
his best wishes for their future
endeavors and looked forward to
their continued contributions to
strengthening Pak-US relations.

Greta joins climate

protest hours after conviction

19 dead, all missing
passengers found after

MALMO: Climate activist
Greta Thunberg helped
stage a protest in the
southern Swedish city of
Malmo on Monday just
hours after a local court

pay the price for it,” she
told reporters in the Mal-
mo district court. Thun-
berg and other activists
from the group Reclaim
the Future blocked the

road for oil trucks in Mal-
mo harbour on June 19.
She was charged for failing
to leave when ordered to do
so by police. After the sen-
tencing Thunberg and other

activists headed back to Mal-
mo harbour to block traffic
again. Advertisement - Scroll
to continue Thunberg earlier
told the court that her actions
were justifiable. —-DNA

KENDAR: At least 15 people were killed on Monday after
a wooden boat sank off the coast of Indonesia’s Sulawesi
island, search and rescue officials said, adding that all
missing passengers had been accounted for. The boat sank
with 48 people onboard just after midnight (1700 GMT on
Sunday), the local office of Indonesia’s search and rescue

fined her for disobeying
a police order during a
similar protest over a
month ago. Thunberg,
20, who became the face
of young climate activists
worldwide after staging
weekly protests in front of
the Swedish parliament,
admitted during the pro-
ceedings that she had diso-
beyed the police order but
pleaded not guilty and said
that she was acting out of
necessity. Advertisement
- Scroll to continue “It is
absurd that those who act
in line with science should |

Pakistan’s sugar exports to China
top $18 million in first half of 2023

BEIJING, July 24 (: Pakistan’s exports of sugars and sugar confectionery crossed $18 million in the first six months
of 2023. Quoting General Administration of Customs of China, Ghulam Qadir, Commercial Counsellor at the Pakistan
Embassy in Beijing said on Monday that this export achievement this year demonstrates the country’s commitment to
economic growth and trade diversification. According to Gwadar Pro, the growing demand for Pakistani sweets in the
Chinese market reflects the high quality and authenticity of these products, along with strengthened trade relations
between the two nations. “As Pakistan continues building on this success, there are bright prospects for further
export growth and strengthened bilateral cooperation, heralding a sweet future for both countries,” Ghulam Qadir
added. Qadir explained that Chinese consumers have shown increasing interest in unique and exotic treats from
around the world, and Pakistani sweets have become popular due to their rich flavors and traditional recipes. The
authentic taste and stringent quality standards of Pakistani confectionery have established a niche market for these
products in China. He further said that exports of chemically pure sucrose (community code 17019910) to China re-
mained at $18.11 million, while last year during the same period it was only $0.6 million. The total export of sugars

and sugar confectionery to China reached $18.22 million from January-June 2023.—APP

agency said in a statement. Six people were rescued and
taken to hospital for treatment, it added, and the cause of
the sinking was being investigated. Muhamad Arafah, head
of the local search and rescue agency in Kendari city in
Southeast Sulawesi, said in the statement that the 27 other
passengers had been accounted for and all the victims had
been identified. The agency had earlier reported that 19
were missing and that search efforts were ongoing, but Ara-
fah said the operation had now been “declared finished and
closed”. The boat was crossing a bay between the villag-
es of Lanto and Lagili in Central Buton regency on Muna
island, said local rescue office spokesperson Wahyudin,
who like many Indonesians goes by one name. - DNA

Palestinian state delegation

meets ICJ registrar

THE HAGUE.: State of Palestine's delegation, headed by
Dr. Riad Malki, met Registrar of Int'l Court of Justice, Mr.
Philippe Gautier, and submitted Written Statement on UN's
request for an advisory opinion (Res. 77/247) about Question
of Palestine. In its Written Statement, the State of Palestine
provided insurmountable evidence of Israel’s illegal policies
and practice and drew a clear picture of the wrongs and indig-
nities suffered by the Palestinian people over decades.
Court's verdict is clear: Israel's colonial occupation & annex-
ation of Palestinian land, racial discrimination, apartheid, and
its systematic denial of rights including self-determination are
flagrantly unlawful! It's time for an immediate, unconditional,
and complete end. These proceedings show the world's desire
for the Court's counsel on legality & accountability regarding
Palestine's rights. Palestinians face existential threat as Israel
denies self-determination & freedom. Urgent action needed!
State of Palestine trusts Int'l Court of Justice's independence &
commitment to uphold int'l law for justice & peace. Ready for
constructive engagement in the Court's next stages. — Agencies

The

BRICS expansion to he discussed at upcoming meeting

DNA

BEIJING: The discussion on ex-
panding BRICS, the grouping of
Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa, is expected to be
high on the agenda of an upcom-
ing meeting of senior officials to
prepare for the BRICS Summit in
August, observers said.

They also said that since its in-
ception in 2006 as BRIC (South
Africa was added in 2010), the
group of emerging economies
have upheld the spirit of open-
ness, inclusiveness and win-win
cooperation, practised true mul-
tilateralism and achieved solid
results in pragmatic cooperation,
thus becoming increasingly at-
tractive to other countries. China
has sent Wang Yi, Director of the
Office of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mission of the Communist Party
of China Central Committee, to

attend the 13th Meeting of BRICS
National Security Advisers and
High Representatives on National
Security in Johannesburg, South
Africa, on Monday and Tuesday,
China Daily reported. South Af-
rica is this year’s BRICS chair,
According to Anil Sooklal, the
country’s ambassador to the
group, more than 40 countries,
including all the major develop-
ing Global South countries, have
expressed interest in becoming
BRICS members, and 22 coun-
tries have formally asked to join.
South African President Cyril
Ramaphosa has also invited the
heads of all African countries to
the upcoming BRICS Summit in
Johannesburg to engage in dia-
logue with BRICS leaders. “With
the joining of more developing
countries, BRICS is expected
to better represent the Global
South with a louder voice on the
world stage,” said Yao Jinxiang,

an assistant researcher at the
China Institute of International
Studies’ Institute of Developing
Countries. While BRICS mem-
bers account for 42 percent of
the world’s population, they
have less than 15 percent of
voting rights in the World
Bank and the International
Monetary Fund. “African coun-
tries and BRICS nations share
similar views and interests in
improving and reforming the
current international order
and global governance system.
Africa as a whole can make a
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joint call with BRICS for accel-
erating reforms in financial,
monetary and other sectors,”
Yao said. He Wenping, a sen-
ior researcher at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences’
Institute of West-Asian and Af-
rican Studies, said that joining
or cooperating with BRICS will
help Africa expand cooperation
with more emerging economies
and developing countries. “For
example, the BRICS New De-
velopment Bank can provide
Africa with more opportunities
in trade and economy, invest-
ment and financial assistance,
among other things,” she said.
She said China and Africa also
expected Wang’s visit to find
common ground on how to re-
solve the Ukraine crisis.

According to the researcher,
as the crisis continues, infla-
tion as well as energy and food
crises triggered by Western

sanctions have had a negative
impact on African countries.
“Africa and China have highly
consistent positions regarding
the crisis, and the two sides
can play a joint role in pro-
moting peace talks,” she add-
ed. Besides the two-day BRICS
meeting in Johannesburg, Chi-
na-Africa cooperation is also on
the agenda of Wang’s trip, which
has taken him to Ethiopia and
Kenya. Wang reiterated China’s
commitment to cooperation with
Africa under the frameworks
of the Belt and Road Initiative
and the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation in meetings with
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed and Kenyan President
William Ruto.They spoke highly
of the mutual respect that Chi-
na has shown in its cooperation
with African countries and hailed
China as an example for develop-
ing countries.—Agencies.

BEIJING: China has strong-
ly criticized export curbs
on chip-making equipment
that took effect in Japan on
Sunday. Speaking at a press
conference on Monday,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning
claimed the new Japanese
measures were “clearly
directed” against Beijing,
and said the Chinese gov-
ernment was “deeply dis-
satisfied.”  “China urges
the Japanese side to bear in
mind the overall interests
of China-Japan economic
and trade cooperation and
its own long-term interests
and refrain from abusing
export control measures,”
Mao added. According to
the spokeswoman, Beijing
has repeatedly warned
Tokyo against introducing
measures that allegedly vi-
olate international econom-
ic and trade rules. Japan
first announced the export
restrictions in March as
a draft revision to its For-
eign Exchange and Foreign
Trade Act. After the curbs
entered effect on Sunday,
23 chip-manufacturing
items now require govern-
ment approval for export.
Among them is equipment
for cleaning, check-ups, and
lithography - a technology
essential in producing cut-
ting-edge chips. Japan did
not mention China specif-
ically as the main target of
the restrictions. The move
is part of a wider campaign
launched by the US last
year to limit China’s access
to advanced chip-manu-
facturing technology. Last
October, Washington rolled
out a sweeping set of export
controls which included a
measure to cut China off
from certain semiconduc-
tor chips made with US
equipment anywhere in the
world. Since then, Washing-
ton has been pushing key
chip-making nations and
allies such as the Nether-
lands and Japan to follow its
lead and introduce export
restrictions of their own.
The Dutch government in-
troduced export controls
in June, limiting the sales
of Dutch-made advanced
chip-making machinery to
China. Chinese analysts
have warned that Beijing
will take any measures nec-
essary to safeguard its own
interests, the Global Times
newspaper reported on
Sunday. — DNA

Iraq stands
firm for
stability

in Yemen

BAGHDAD: Iraqi Foreign
Minister Fuad Hussein said
Sunday that his country
supports dialogue between
the parties to the conflict
in Yemen and the establish-
ment of permanent stability
in the country.

Hussein was speaking to re-
porters after meeting with
his Yemeni counterpart
Ahmed Awad bin Mubarak
in the capital Baghdad.
“There is an undeclared
ceasefire in Yemen. We
wish for all parties in Yem-
en to engage in dialogue for
this ceasefire to be effec-
tive. The Iraqi government
is ready to provide support
in this regard. We maintain
good relations with all par-
ties in Yemen and support
the achievement of lasting
stability in the country,” he
said in a joint press confer-
ence. Hussein expressed
Iraq’s readiness to provide
support in improving the
humanitarian situation by
facilitating the entry of
health and food supplies
into Yemen. “We also wish
for Yemen to resume its
exports of oil and gas. We
support the Riyadh Agree-
ment signed in 2019 and
Saudi Arabia’s efforts to
unite Yemeni parties at the
negotiating table. We also
hope that this will lead to a
consensus that will end the
war,” he added. Hussein
also said that a delegation
from Iraq’s foreign and inte-
rior ministries will be sent
to Yemen to monitor the
situation of Iraqi citizens
in the country. He pointed
out that a “political con-
sultation agreement” has
been signed between the
two nations. Bin Mubarak
expressed his country’s
willingness to further
strengthen relations with
Iraq. He said they sup-
port Iraq’s mediation be-
tween Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, which has positive
implications for Yemen’s
situation. “As the legiti-
mate government of Yem-
en, we are committed to
the unofficial cease-fire,”
bin Mubarak said. Bin
Mubarak highlighted that
Yemen is still facing an
economic war. —APP
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LONDON: A 28year-old
Canadian man, Khaled Hus-
sein, has also been charged
with membership of a pro-
scribed organisation after
being arrested on the same
day as Choudary when he
arrived on a flight at Heath-
row Airport, police said.
Once Britain’s most
high-profile Muslim preach-
ers, London-born Choudary
was imprisoned in Britain
in 2016 for encouraging
support for the ISIL (ISIS)
armed group before being
released in 2018 after serv-
ing half of his five-years-and-
ahalf sentence. ISIL has
been proscribed as a “ter-
rorist group” in Britain since
June 2014, making inviting
support for the group a
criminal offence punishable
by up to 10 years in prison.
Judge Timothy Holroyde
said during his 2016 sen-
tencing that Choudary was
“calculating and dangerous”
and had shown no remorse.
Choudary, former head of
the now-banned organisa-
tion al-Muhajiroun, drew
attention for praising the
men responsible for the
9/11 attacks on the United
States and saying he want-
ed to convert Buckingham
Palace into a mosque.
British police previously
said that the group was
suspected of being the driv-
ing force behind the 2005
London bombings, while
Michael Adebolajo, one
of the men who hacked to
death British soldier Lee
Rigby on a London street in
2013, had attended protests
Choudary had organised.

Cyphergate:
FIA grills
Qureshi
for 2 hours

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
grilled Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Vice Chairman
Shah Mahmood Qureshi
for nearly two hours on
Monday as it probes the
controversial US cypher.
Qureshi appeared before an
eight-member team headed
by FIA Islamabad Zone Di-
rector Rana Abdul Jabbar
after it had summoned him
— as he is one of the central
characters in the cypher
saga due to his position as
the foreign minister during
PTT’s tenure.

Officers from different FIA
wings and one grade-19 of-
ficer each from three differ-
ent intelligence institutions
were also present during the
PTI vice chairman’s interro-
gation. Former PTI secre-
tary general Asad Umar also
appeared before the FIA
team. PTI Chairman Imran
Khan has also been sum-
moned on July 25 (today).
The investigation into the
cypher picked pace after
the Lahore High Court
withdrew the stay order
on summons to the ex-pre-
mier, and a day after it,
Khan's then-principal sec-
retary Azam Khan “record-
ed” a statement, terming
the US cypher a “conspir-
acy” used by the ex-PM to
“manipulate for creating
a narrative against estab-
lishment and opposition”.

Nine killed
in civilian
plane crash in
Sudan

WEB DESK

WAD MADANI: Nine peo-
ple, including four sol-
diers, were killed Sunday
evening when a civilian
plane crashed in Sudan
due to “technical” reasons,
the army said, as the war
in the east African country
entered its 100th day.

The fighting has left mil-
lions trapped in their
homes and some without
water, particularly in the
suburbs of the capital Khar-
toum where residents were
calling for food donations to
help them survive.

In a war-devastated district
of the city, Abbas Moham-
med Babiker says he and
his family have only been
able to eat once a day.

PM to launch Journalists
Health Card scheme

The information minister says that the health insurance form

was now available online for medla Work

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb said on
Monday that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
rif would formally launch Journalists Health
Insurance Card Scheme on August 7. She
stated this after launching the registration
process for Journalists Health Insurance
Scheme by uploading its form on the web-
site of the Press Information Department
and Ministry of Information and Broadcast-
ing. The minister said that the health insur-
ance form was now available online for me-
dia workers and journalists and they would
be able to register themselves through the
online health insurance form.

The minister said that for the first time, the
government had allocated Rs 1 billion for
the health insurance of working journalists
in the federal budget. Marriyum Aurang-
zeb uploaded this online registration form
along with journalists present there while
Principal Information Officer Mubashar
Hassan was also present on the occasion.
The minister congratulated Secretary
Information and Broadcasting Sohail Ali
Khan, PIO Mubasher Hassan and the en-
tire team of the Ministry of Information for
launching the scheme. Talking to the media
persons, she said that the Prime Minister
had allocated funds worth Rs 1 billion for
working journalists. She said that health in-
surance for working journalists and artists
was the vision of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif. The minister said Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif had launched the health card
scheme in 2013 which continued in the PTI
era after the change of its name. She said

said that an online form of health insurance
card scheme for journalists was being re-
leased. This registration form would be
available on the website of the Press
Information Department, she said and
added that the process of registration of
journalists was being started.

The health insurance form was simple and
easy to fill and all details related to health
issues were available in the form, the min-
ister said. She said that all health facilities
were being provided to journalists in the
health insurance card scheme.

“Health insurance and salaries of journal-
ists have always been an issue in Pakistan”,
she remarked. During 14 months, she add-
ed Rs 110 million had been recovered from
the platform of ITNE and direct payments
had been made to the employees in print

media. The minister said Minimum wage,
job security of electronic media had been
addressed in the amended PEMRA law,
adding it was the Prime Minister’s directive
to ensure health insurance to journalists as
soon as possible and all working journalists
had been included. This project was for the
whole of Pakistan, journalists from all over
the country should start registering in it,
she maintained. “Health insurance facili-
ties from the government are for journal-
ists across the country,not for journalists of
Islamabad only”, she remarked.

She said during the tenure of the present
coalition government, no action had been
taken against journalists having critical
views about its policies and performance.
In the present government rule no journal-
ists attacked, kidnapped, arrested or fired

ers and journalists

at as was the practice during the previous
government, she added. Taking a jibe on
PTI tenure, regarding the title of media
predator given to Imran Khan by Reporters
Without Borders, she the current govern-
ment did not get that title, on the contrary
the ranking of freedom of expression in Pa-
kistan improved by seven ranks.

Replying to questions from media persons,
she said that the health insurance scheme
was not only for press club members, it was
for all journalists and media workers.

“It is not mandatory for a journalist to be a
member of the Press Club for health insur-
ance registration,” she said. The minister
said all stakeholders were involved in the
process of preparation of PEMRA (Amend-
ment) Bill 2023 and no one opposed the
bill or issued any adverse statement. She
said that the Pakistan Broadcasters Asso-
ciation had issued a statement regarding
the PEMRA (Amendment) Bill. Only a
certain group was indulged in propa-
ganda against PEMRA Amendment Bill
2023, the minister added.

She remarked that these people thought
that they would continue spreading prop-
aganda in the country and no one would
question them but this would not hap-
pen now. She said that registration of
journalists for health insurance would
be done through digital form to ensure
transparency. The minister said that the
PM’s Health Card and health insurance
card for journalists were two separate
schemes. A journalist who is benefiting
from the Prime Minister Health Card
Scheme would not be eligible for the
Journalists’ Health Insurance Scheme,
she said in reply to a question.

ommittee formed to probe
Bahawalpu ar81ty scandal

LAHORE: Punjab interim Chief Minister Syed Mohsin Nagqvi
Monday formed a three-member inquiry committee to look into
the "drug peddling and immoral activities" at the Islamia Univer-
sity Bahawalpur. "A high level 3-member team, including a provin-
cial Secretary and two DIGs, will submit an inquiry report within
72 hours. The law will take its course, and all involved in this
disgraceful incident will be dealt according to law. Let us strive
for a safer and morally upright society," tweeted Naqvi.

The committee includes Secretary Minerals Babar Aman Babar,
along with DIG Amin Bukhari and DIG Raja Faisal, to thoroughly
investigate all aspects of the controversy, identify the involved indi-
viduals, and present a report to the chief minister. The issue dates
back to the arrest of the university's Director Finance Mohammad
Abu Bakr, who was taken into custody by the police on June 24.
The university official was arrested at a checkpost, where the po-
lice found crystal ice and other prohibited drugs in his possession
for which he was subsequently charged, media reported.

The university’s chief security officer, Syed Ejaz Hussain Shah,
was also arrested by the Baghdad-ul-Jadeed police under the same
circumstances three days ago. It was only after the police had con-
fiscated the mobile phones of both the university officials that they
later had the forensics done. The inappropriate videos, images of
students and officials, as well as chats, were found in their confis-
cated mobile phones in the wake of which the police submitted a
comprehensive report to the Punjab chief minister.

As per reports, the two arrests were made after the police act-
ed upon internal information. The university has already termed
the episode “unfortunate,
action against it. The university also said that it had received 22
such complaints. Later, however, the Vice Chancellor Dr Athar
Mehboob wrote to the Punjab inspector general, mentioning
that the police had taken illegal action against the university
officials and demanded a probe committee comprising senior
officials look into the issue in a transparent manner. - DNA
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stating that the institution has taken

Palestine
provides
evidence
of Israeli
crimes
at ICJ

THE HAGUE: State of Pal-
estine’s delegation, head-
ed by Dr. Riad Malki, met
Registrar of Int’l Court of
Justice, Mr. Philippe Gaut-
ier, and submitted Written
Statement on UN’s request
for an advisory opinion (Res.
77/247) about Question of
Palestine. In its Written
Statement, the State of Pal-
estine provided insurmount-
able evidence of Israel’s
illegal policies and practice
and drew a clear picture of
the wrongs and indignities
suffered by the Palestinian
people over decades. The
Court’s verdict is clear: Is-
rael’s colonial occupation
& annexation of Palestinian
land, racial discrimination,
apartheid, and its systemat-
ic denial of rights including
self-determination are fla-
grantly unlawful! It’s time
for an immediate, uncondi-
tional, and complete end.

These proceedings show
the world’s desire for the
Court’s counsel on legality
& accountability regarding
Palestine’s rights. Palestini-
ans face existential threat as
Israel denies self-determi-
nation & freedom. Urgent
action needed! State of
Palestine trusts Int’l Court
of Justice’s independence
& commitment to uphold
int’l law for justice & peace.
Ready for constructive en-
gagement in the Court’s
next stages. - Agencies

National
maritime policy
framework urged

ISLAMABAD: Annual Staff Talks between the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and Naval Headquarters were held today at the Foreign Office.
The Foreign Secretary Dr. Asad Majeed Khan and Deputy Chief of
Naval Staff (Operations) Vice Admiral Ovais A Bilgrami led the re-
spective sides for the talks. Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Ms
Hina Rabbani Khar presided the meeting. The Ministry of Maritime
Affairs was also represented in the meeting.

The meeting provided an opportunity for a comprehensive over-
view of Pakistan’s maritime interests including in the domain of
maritime security, blue economy, disaster management, environ-
mental protection and climate change imperatives. Pakistan’s par-
ticipation in various regional and international forums dealing with
maritime issues and opportunities for international collaboration
and capacity-building in various fields were also discussed.

The participants of the meeting were unanimous on the need for early
finalization of a comprehensive national maritime policy framework
to synergise the efforts of all relevant stakeholders in the maritime
domain for a holistic pursuit of the maritime interests of Pakistan.
The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs underscored the need for devel-
oping an enabling domestic ecosystem for the realization of the maritime
and blue economy potential of Pakistan and the proactive pursuit of effec-
tive international partnerships in the maritime domain. The participants
pledged to deepen their interaction and coordination and work with the
relevant stakeholders for the achievement of this objective. - DNA

Moscow drone strike;
Russia warns retaliation

MOSCOW: Russia spoke of taking harsh
retaliatory measures against Ukraine af-
ter two drones damaged buildings in Mos-
cow early on Monday, including one close
to the Defence Ministry's headquarters,
in what it called a brazen act of terror.

Nobody was hurt in the attack, of which a
senior Ukrainian official said there would
be more, but one drone struck close to
the Moscow building where the Russian
military holds briefings on what it calls
its "special military operation", a symbolic
blow which underscored the reach of such
drones. Roads nearby were temporarily
closed, windows on the top two floors of an
office building struck by a second drone in
another Moscow district were blown out,
and debris was scattered on the ground, a

Reuters reporter who saw the aftermath
of the incident said. "I was asleep and was
woken up by a blast, everything started
shaking," Polina, a young woman who lives
near the high-rise building, told Reuters.

A third "helicoptertype drone" which was
not carrying explosives fell on a cemetery in
a town outside Moscow, the Russian Foreign
Ministry said in a statement in which it vowed
that all those responsible would be found and
punished. The Kremlin said it would press on
with its campaign in Ukraine and meet all the
aims of an operation which Kyiv and much of
the West say is a brutal war of conquest. The
Moscow drone attack, though not serious in
terms of its human cost or damage, was the
most high-profile of its kind since two drones
reached the Kremlin in May. - Agencies

IMF hlames Dar, Tarin for
derailing programme

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Describing the failed four-
year Extended Fund Facility (EFF) as a
“missed opportunity”, the IMF blamed
both the PTI and PDM, particularly un-
der the economic stewardship of Shaukat
Tarin and Ishaq Dar, for irresponsible
budgetary expansion and exchange rate
interventions, respectively. The IMF
staff report released after the signing of
the $3 billion Standby Arrangement de-
tailed step-wise ‘stop and go’ cycles of
the $6.5bn EFF that repeatedly went off
the track over almost four years.

The fund separated the programme pe-
riod broadly into three phases: first, an
early phase with considerable success in
stabilising the economy; second, the pan-
demic phase; third, an extended stop-and-
go phase. The sequence of shocks (Cov-
id-19, Ukraine war, 2022 floods) coupled
with compounding policy reversals in the
second half of the programme required
multiple recalibrations and the original
programme goals fell out of reach.

Soon after July 2019, the authorities’ de-
cisive policy implementation started to
reverse Pakistan’s large imbalances, allo-
wing for successful completion of the first
review in December 2019. The external
adjustment advanced quickly as the transi-
tion to a market-determined exchange rate
proceeded in an orderly way and fiscal per-
formance was consistently strong.

Aside from health-related containment
measures, their response included a tem-
porary fiscal stimulus, a large expansion of
social safety nets, monetary policy support,
and targeted financial initiatives.

Although policy priorities inevitably shift-
ed and the pace of implementation slowed
amid Covid-19, the authorities remained
committed to medium-term objectives.
The programme resumed with the com-
pletion of the combined 2nd-5th reviews
in March 2021 and in April 2021 Pakistan
was able to access international markets
for the first time since 2017. At this stage
enters thenfinance minister Shaukat Tarin.
“Amid the robust recovery...the authorities
deviated from the EFF path with the pas-
sage of an expansionary FY22 budget.
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