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Berlin aims ‘best
equipped’ NATO
army division

ed News On Page-08

Iran to back

any initiative

on Afghanistan
Detailed News On Page-07

Son rules out
Saudi Arabian
league transfer

Detailed News On Page-06

Briefs

Abbasi hints
atskipping
elections

Kuavam Annasi

ISLAMABAD:Former §
prime minis:
ter and Paki-
atan Muslim |
L RELY
(PML
atalwart|
Khagan  Abbasi |
at to stay awa:
elections. *1
t te be a part |
system, perhaps
k better to re-§

ment that carrently |
palitacs won't resolve na
he
lity seems
t my contesting |
t bring any

chanel Monday, *1
nat contest i if all
stakeholders will nat sit |
ther,” he said,

Parvez Elahi |
detained
for 30 days

Bukeat REPORT
LAHORE: 'J'hr l.|| ore. dl-

day. The order, which
issued Late last nyght, state
that Elahi would be held at §
Lahore's Camp Jail, where
he has been ncarcerated 3
smee last month. It came af

ter Lahoee police -<uJJ|u|llu1

itten request for E 1

atiom for allege
Im‘ﬂir\g the peace in
tinm wilh three cises.

Bilawal can’t |
become PM,
says Rashid

DNA

D= Awama Mus- |
lam League
chief and for-

fesderal |

mierior mip- |

Abmed has ssid that Peo- §
ple's Party {PPP) CI ||<.. u\a.-
Hidawal Bhutto
not became prim ms.l.
al any country. In 2 sircas. |
mark oo the social
madin webeite Twitier on
Monday, the forn

ter wrote Ih.|( there

Iran's abundant esergy
resoarces can greatly
it Pakistan
— Page

el
- l’uge o
A vew partoership
ainss to boost Pak
global rankings
— Page 04
Pakistan's
shifting Af
Folic

= Page 05

Kain forces early

ot wrges
Lop court ta
iss petitions

g

said- § B

§ the major

| 'I‘Iwnm.lm... presided over by Cliief of Army
M

| oy and the availabs

{ & the second time in less than a week that

| porting and helping Pakistan 1

Sanctuaries in neighboring country
Liberty for

TTP impacts
Pak security

| Top military brass reaffirms support
to govt for economic revwal

the military has made such an assertion

SeeciaL Comg Tt thiree diys ago, the ISPR said follo

PONDENT

RAWALPIND: The miflitary top brass high-
an Monday the availabilly of sasctzr
’ i Taliban Pakistan

Ity " 5 o r

an had “sen
! llu.' safe havens and Berty
availabde 1o the TTP in Afghanistan.
ted that the mterim Afghan gov.
ernment would not allow the use of its sod
in perpelrate termor agmEs any contry;, in
the real sense and in line with
made in the Duohs agreement’
ISPR statement had adde
ce, the [SPR said, the milit
iefed on the govern
evival — the Specil
Tnvestment Facditation Council {(SIFC),
The briefing induded de ||I:. about the
role of the army in “upliftin culture,
ing and naigeral and defence pro
n sectors under the ambit of Special

Puldstan, The assessmant was made at 1h|.
th Corps Commanders' Conference, held
the G Headgarters m Raws

s were briched in detail

parti

cted that *the
i b

TTP and ath-
negghboarng coan
y of lalest weapons Lo
A5 major reasans. impacting

an, the InterServices

rhl' torrorist ng that the

ar
vowed o fully support

of the me

Continued on Page (6

Helping clinch IMF deal

PM thanks Sri Lankan
| president for support

The repart sml llul the S Lamkan pre:
[ remier
|h I\[F \14n.|sh||-. Directer Kris-
talina ieva im Paris, had stressed that
the Fund shoubd help Pakistan,

It added that President Wi

meeting

remesinghe

had informed the IMF nffl .|I about the
problems f by hiz ¢ @t de-
fault and stressed that |"|k|5.|.u| dmuld he

saved [rom this situation. [t guoted PM
Shebbaz as sayiny thal the twa counlrie

Snusar Hamza we: o and relisble feiends”. It
ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister Shehbaz — quoted ﬂh premicr commending the fol
Sharil on Mondsy lhanked Sri Lamkan Jow So
President Ranid Wickremesinghe for sup. a2l pace Nnd prosperity”.
BM Shebbas als expressed confilence
that bath countries would soon come

Agn ol
tary Fund (IMF}, state-run Rad
repurled. According to the repart, premier
miade the remarks in a Lebephone conversa
h the president of Sri lamk.l which o

difficulties”, th
cating the prime m B ﬂ-uurm nts
adwill, the president said
b - our cloees e wad Belonia
friends is friendship,” it further stated
The report said President Wickremes.

o &
the IMF in September Tast »

faulting om its foreign debt

seding fo state broadcaster, Shehbuz mghe ap ted Shehbax's ellarts in
‘acknowledged the role played by S Lanka  diflicull situations and felicitated him on
{ as a friend and a wellwisher of Pakistan™, reaching an agreement with the IMF,

Marriyum hails govt performance

Govt stabilized economy,
provided relief to masses

1F are aftracting in
pecasl lovestment Faclk
im Aurangzot said

Mi
casting
gavernment has not ol
countey from defsult but also stabilized the
il provided re the masses
Iml fourteen months, Highligh
Af the government in var.
A news conference in Islam-

abud on Monday, she regretied that
the previous government of PTL
destroyed the economy, plun-
dered the country and left #

piths. She said ot a single megawall
addesd by the FTT gavernment during
said wie have reduce

the [Lll![ NJ recunstruction in the
flans affes reas, she said despite
difficult nomic situgtion, direct

h assistance was given to the
floced vactims under Bemgir Income
“up|lur| Program. She said we also
the
por-

sail that we are leaving

behind a stabilized m.u“
il 1l :

B, She said r|.~u.'|l.|nl]_v

“
Continsed on Page 06

i

‘Political
people
must be

in interim
setup’

These posts should
not go to others,
zays PPP’s Kaira

Asgas Hasimi
LAHORE: Senior P
Peoples” Party (FFP)
er Uamar Zaman Kaim szid
on Monday Ul Premier

ternm sefup. Speaking at
a private TV programme,
{aira =il a3 'I|luu||

days ago bl asnounced
il

& the povernment would
hand over the reins to the
interim rulers next manth,
befire the completion of
the  assembly's  temure.

Continued on Page 06
Election on
2017 census
unacceptable:
MQM-P

Population of
Karachi is around
30 million, which

was about 14.9
million in the 2017

Nazir SiaL

EARACHL: Muttabhadn Ca-
umi  Movement-Fakistan

(MNP on Monday came:
oul strongly ayuinst the
decision of the

cnsus. Addressing
press conference, MUME
Convener D Khalsd Mag
bool  Siddiqui - whose

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAL: Federal Minister for N

Control, Ns i

Bugii calls on Prime Minister M,

mmad Shehbaz Sharif, - DNA

Blow to Tehreek-e-Insaf
Khattak Launches
new faction PTI

Parliamentarians

Ex KP CM Mahmood among 57 ex-
lawmakers who have joined the party

HMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Former PTI leader Pervez
Ehattak on Monday laumehed hes own break.
away [action of the 1y by [hu mame af

ed the pArly
with more meuctions under way.
“Formation of new party cime due to differ
ict within the PTI
ndaut reads, adding that 31l
political leaders joining the PTIP held FT1
Chairman Imran Khan respomsible for the
May 0 cots, “Inu han's antimatio
agenda wi the public
bt the party's own leadership, These
triotsc pofiticzans parted ways with the FT1
over May 0's pts,” it further ssid. The
PT1 and what's
guns blazing against the ne
ficial enze, The party reacted to the de-
welopment through metaghors, saying the
“m 1 season is under way” and pali
ties were “springing up lie weed

ad
Continued on Page (6

=

Lahore sit-in
ratified Dubai
decisions: Qureshi

DNA
MULTAN: Viea Cha
TehreekeInsaf Sha

man of Pakiston

has suid that the meeting of Shehbaz
Sharil and Asif AN Zardarl in Modet
Town has ratified the decisions of Du-
hai. Talking to media in Multan, Qureshi
waid that everyone knew what was dis
cussed in the meeting in Lahore. On
the issue of dissolution of sssemblies,
caretaker setup, two major political par-
ties held consultations and decisions
were taken. The PTI leader said, “Now
they will take other PDM parties into
confidence, Decistons have been tak-
en, consultations have to be made with
other partics™ The PTI viee chairman,
taking n dig nt the ruling sllisnce, said
ather parties of PDM would be invited sl
a lavish tea party. They would take oth-
er PDM parties into confidence over the
decizions which had been taken alremdy.

Continued on Page 046
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Iran’s abundant
energy resources can
greatly benefit Pak

DNA

KARACHI: The Consul Gereral (CG)
af lan to Karachi Hassan Noorian
has laid emphasis on the potestial
fos strengthening the relstivnship be-
tween Pakistan and Iran threugh coop-
eration in varioas fields, He expressed
these views in a recent meeting with a
delegation of the Karschi Press Club
(KPC) led by its President Saced Sar-
bazi at the Imnian Consulate in Kara-
chi, accomling te @ communigué here
on Maonday. The delegation included
KPC Viee-President Mushtsg Sohail,
Secretary Sheaib Ahmed, and Join
Secretary Aslam Khan, which had an
apportunity to engage in dscussion
with the Iranian Consul General. The
€6 Noorian expressed hiz belie
the deegrrocted and brothesly rela-

tions between Pakistan and Iran.
He =aid that Iram imports basmati rice,

meat, and other commodities from
varivus counlries, He sawl thal she
ranp provided ample trade oppor
tunities for Pakistani businessmen.

Moorion also stressed the potestial
for promoting cooperation between
the twe nations in mulliple seclors, in
particular, Iran's abundant energy ne
sources can greatly benefit Pakistan
He alzo exemplified the angning Paki-
standran Gas Pipeline project, Press
dent of the Karchi r"u:s: Club Saeed

ations between the

which reveived positive
fram the Iranisn Consul G
Consul General expressed the Con-
sulate’s close ties with the hi
Press Club and accepted an mvitation

froam hosib Abmed Khon
b vigkt the Press Club. The forthcom-
ing visit of the Imnian Consil General
Lir the Karachi Press Club, alomy with
the newly appointed ambassador Lo
Pakistan, is anticipated to further fos-
ter epoperation and understanding be-
tween the meda communities of bath
nations, Tha exchange of visils aims
al bulstering the already robust Paki-
stan-lran relations and explaring new
wvenues of collaboration, By enhanc-
ing covperition acrss diverse sectors
aml [aclitating peple-topeple mier
actions, Pakietan and Iran are poised
to forge 8 stronger and more froitful
partnership. The Iranian Consul Gen-
eral’s vasil to the Karachi Press Club
will serve 2 an impartant step toward
the aloresail goal, fosterng mutual
understanding and  deopening  the
bamids between the two natiens,

Security of Rwp City to beaf
up ahead Muharam ul Haram

RAWALPINDI :
Minister Prima
vadary Health Care and
Popudation Wellare Dr. Ja
il Niais chi
visionsl Peace Committes  admi
mecting along with Rawal-

pindi Commissioner Lisgat
Ali Chatha and RPO. Thia
meeting held at Cammis-
sioner DOffice  Rawalpindi
was uttended by Deputy
Commissioner  Rawalpindi
Dr. Hasmn Wagar Cheema,
CPO Rawalpindi, Addition-

today.
it

surid

al Commissianer ram.
uatxm Sped  Naza

President of Trad, 5
viation Shahid Ghafoor Par-
Jistrict Khatib lqhal

Riges s farge rmber o pindi is 3 sensitive city and  the compluints of spreading
scholurs from all schoobs of  miscreants are booking for  relyg tred on social
thought. opportusities where they media, social media monk
Dr, Jamal Masir zaid that  can do mischic e toring cells hove been es
scholars have always played — us fight cach other and  tablished at the tehsil level,

A key mle in the estahlish-
ment of peace and arder,
such a role is needed even
He ud that the

|||'sua||--|| and police
i indEpensable for promot-
ing religious hasmony and
discouraging communal ha-
tied. As alwsys, this time
alse the scholars of all the
schoals of thought throegh.
oul the provinee have as

code of conduct of Mubwe

However, every citi-
aen needs Lo ke
the content of religious ha-
tred and incitement on S0
cial media because Rawal

city,

&)

implement  the
scholars,

i ey on

e
prove |m|[u.|| il

spdl the atmesphers
Hence, every persan
shivuld identify such evil e
ements while playing their

nld them but also encour-
age athers nat to fell a prey
of their propagnda,
Speaking on the oe
i er Rawalpind
Division Liagat Ali Chatha
saidd that it is not possible
to maintam bw and order
without the cooperation of
A series of meat-

ians. He
further sail that regarding

f the  under which their data will
be forwarded to the FIA
to Lake action agamst such
micreants, BP0 Syed
Rhureaen Al while speaking
soid that the implements
tion of the security plan re-
parding Muharram will be
ensured with the coopers
thon of the scholars, Special
security will be provided to
all mosques and [mambar
jahis during Muharram. On
this oceasion, all the schol
ars assared the administes-

siom,

tian and the police af full
couperation and said Lhal
the evil ebements cannot be
allowed to destroy the peace
of the coumtry. They further
sail that the religion of islim
teaches pesce snd security,
those wiso spresd rel
hatred ase the tools of I||r
enemies of the country

EU resolution criticizes
HRs violations in India

MIRPUR: Azmd Jammu and Kashmir Prime Minister Chaudhry Aewar ul Hag on Monday said that the resalution of
the Eurapean Pardinment condemning the vialatians of human rights and persecution of religious minorities in
Indsa has beft Mods and his parly exposed ab the interpational level. *Indis has always tried o hoodwink the world

through its policy of deceit and deception”, the PM said in a stalement.
i the world”, PM emphatically zaid, While welcoming the European Parliament for

in India was an eyeopener

“The ruthless perseculion of minorties

condemning haman rights vielaticns in India, the AJK premier demanded the European countries link trade with
India to the impravement of the human rights sitaation in the country. He said that *India was an extremist state
where religious minorities have been deprived of their basie human cights®. The AJK premier, while referring to
continued bloodshed and violence ia the Indisp-occupied teertory of Jammu and Kashmis, said that India bad bees
invalved in massive luman rights vielations in the regivn. He said that the Kashmin people have been the warst victims
of India’s fasci=m for the past several decades. He, however, maintained that after August 5, 2019, India has turned the
accupied errgory inte u military garrison, when people live n @ state of perpetnal fear and apsiety. Terming Inds's 5th
August aclion as a violation of the UNSC resolations, the PM sxid that after stripping the region of 1ts special status, the
Indian government waz bectically engaged to change the region's demography. The prime minister sad that the world

should take netice of the worsening political and human rights situsl

i vecupied Kashmir, and play its much-needed

robe: to help resolve the lingering Kashmir dispute in lne with the UNSC resolutions, —DNA

RAWALPINDIL: Caretaker Cl

f Minister Punjab, Mohsin Nagvi inspecis the well-being of a patient
during his visit to the Rawalpindi Institute of Cardiology (RIS). —

DNA

CM promises
protection
of cotton

.
growers' rights
LAHORE: Caretaker Chiel
Minister Punjab Mohsin
Nagvi has said the govern-

ment will protect rights of
cotton farmers and Baha-

walpur, Multan, Deea Ghazi
Khan, Faismlabed, Sar
giwdha, nnd Sahiwal commis-

sioners have been directed
to ensure the sale of cotton
al the lixed suppart price.
He stressed that under no
circumstances,  farmors
should eell cotton at loss
than Rs BS00/40kg. The
calton farmers will be cony
pensated for their labour as
the Punjah government i
taking all necessary steps
in this regard, he sa;
Mok Magyi said Wiat the
cotton ¢
prospe
development of the country.
Steps are taken at all levels
o ensure payment of price

rate of Re8500 per maund,
and field teams af the Ag-
riculture Department have

Pakistan’
trade with
Korea
flourishes

EARACHLE The bilateral
trade berween Pakistan and
Korea witnessed a signifi-
cant hoost with istan’s
exports to Korea doubling
to reach $306 million n
the previoas year. It was
stated by Dhrectar Gen
al of Karez Trade lmvest-
ment  Promotion  Agency
(KOTRA) in Harachi, Sunyg
Jae Kim, during his visit to
the Komngi Associatiin af
Trade and Industry (KATI)
said o statement ssoed here
on Mondag, Kin highlighted
growing trade relations be-
tween the two coustries and
emphasized the need for fur
ther brlstering coopesstion
as well s technobogy transfer
from Kores to Pakistan, He

noted that promsizg growth
n trade and imvestme

it be-

ing bilsteral relations aed
Fustering econamic grawth
in both nations. Kim men-
tioned that Karean compa:
mies were working in Paki-
atan i fizh food processing
amel chemical sectors while
YouTubers from Korea were
shuwcasing the beauty of Pa-
kistan to the world, —APP

Human Rights Protection Training
___of Rural Women concludes

MBIIT.-\B Prrzapa

ISLAMABAD: “Capacity
Building of Women Rights
[efenders to ['mtect Rights™
Traiing ol Trainers (ToT)
conchoded today m lsbima
bad. The trainizg, beld from
13h o 17th July in Tdam-
abad, brought together 25
women from 20 districts of
Pakistan, equipping them
with the necessary t o
sivacate for women's sights
in their commusities.

Ms. Sameena Nazir, Execw

tive Diroctor of PODA ssid

s
Lhe essential skills of human
rghts advocacy to educate
their commanities about the
process to protect basi
rtan rghts and o shows
mutment that each of the 25
master irainer women has
peomised to give the same
training o anether group o
U women in their area and
the circle of knowledge will
expand

Mz Vachiv Jilek, Thind Sec
wtary af the (.ah.dl Repubilic
Embassy in Pakistan said
the government of Caech
Begublic has supported this
important trainmy for wom
en rights defenders becanse
we had to work very hanl in
aur own country for human
rights and geader equality
after the Second World War
and we realize bow imgor
tant they am for '

privgriss,
“Bmum;. people togather
e backrounds
ivil saciety,

studeals, socal
muhilzers, joarnalists, com

and educating them about be-
sic concept of Human Rights,
the Constitution of Paksstan
ael blfing thelr skills in
monitoeing  human  rights

viclations, Gelmdng doc
umentation, aml issiebas

offort by PODA. T hope the
perticipants  will - amplify

ir Jearming from here and
¢ Lrsis comeunities in
the respective districts” said
Tanveer Jehan, Master Traie-
exaf the five days’ workshop,
“Mfler stending this Lrain
ng my bens towards seemg
humans has changed, As

hamans, e imelividaal
regandless of aps
dex, and ethni
rights by birth. 1 hove ces
Lainky become mere awam
of these rights acd [ will iry
iy best to stand up for the
hamen rights of others”
skl Bushm Tbrar, a ruml
wonan farm worker  from
Balachistan.
The Lrainees, who repre
sented a diverse mnge of
backgrounds including civil
miembers, universi
socml - mobili
jourmalists, community
ists, police officials, nach-
ers, and health workes
were tasked with further
respensibibily Lo amplily
this training in their com-
mumities.
The second part of this ToT
series will be held in Au
st aid will inclade work-
shops on Women's Protec-
tion Laws in Pakistan and
wamen's Fights in the Unit-
ed Nations Convention on
the Eliminstion ofall forms
of Discrimination against
Woanen (CEDAW),

SAPM Romina for urgent
collective action to
combat climate change

ment and the 2030 Agenda

ISLAMABAD: Special As
Etant Lo the Prime Misis
M} and Coavener
Natiomal Parismen-
tary Taskforce on Sustain-
able Derelopment Goals
(3DGs) Romma Khurshid
Alaen on Moaday called for
urgont collective acion o
combat climate chango 1o
save the planet earth and
fulure generilioes. She
sail, “Pakistan = one of the
woest hit countries by the ol
mate induced catnstraphes
bub despite resources com
straint, the country nensing
fiem i its commatment o
accomphish all SDNGs to save
planet earth and to provide 3
secure and safe environment
for fubure generatioos. She
made these remarks whie
mepresenting Pakistan in the
‘narth Glohal Conference
an_ Strengtheni nergies
between the Pars Agree-

relense said, In her r;t'nuncs

R
the importance of collectme
action in combating dimte
clange. She drew sttention
to the Resdution  passed
unanimessly by the Natiaeal
Assembly on June 23, 2023,
wtrich while appreciating the
contributive: of the United
Nations am it= agencies in
supparting Pakistan's. fight
aginst climate change called
for climate justics and prov
slon of adequare resvurces
to combat dimate induced
challenges.
She urged conference par-
ticigants 1o leverage their
collective experiences and
experizze o ostablish & con-
sortmm focused on disaster
rish reduction stratemes for
the Asip-Paciic reglon,

Besides the conference, the
Comvener wall alsn present
Pakistan's case af other pres-
Hgws forums armnged &t
thi United Nations She in-
tends to reaffirm Fakistan's
comnmitment Lo the SDGS al
the UM Highdevel Political
Forum on Sustainable De-
velopment by highlighting
the government’s policies
focused on educatsan, pover
ty reduction, gender equak
ity, and inclisive ecanomic
growth induding the Prime
Minister’s Youth Progrmamme
and Prime Mimister's Youth
Busimess & Agriculture Loan
Scheme. The Comener will
alse participate m the [PU's
highlevel  political  forum
armnged Lo reflect on the
progress of SDGs and what
rale can the Mational Parfis-
ments play i mainstream:
ing the global agenda in
local Jegislations —APP

SCCI calls for steps to
promote furniture industry

PESHAWAR: Sarhad
Chamber of Comme:;
and Industry (SCCL) act:
my president, ljaz Khan
Afridi oo Monday called
for pragmatic steps to
promote the furniture
mdustry in Khyber Pa
khtunkbwa.  Speaking
#l a ceremony of the
three-day Pakistan Fur
miture Expo in Peshawar,
Tjaz Afrids said thal the
furniture  mdustry  has
played a pivatal role in
econamis lapment
and enhancement of the
country's export, which
should be lifted up al an
optimal level. Afridi said
huge potential exists to
make investments in tha

furniture s

ar of Khy-

ing chiel
business com.

Khyber Pa-
i

the

minity in
khtunkhwa  has
various flicultios dus
to current econamic tur
muoil and other ssnes.
Theeefore, he urged the
department  concerned
to take serious stops for
the resolution of busi
nessperson  issues  al
tached to the furniture
industry,  Like other
sectors, he said the fur-
nitare mdustry was ol
only contributing Lo eco.
nomic  develepment  but
bad an impartant role in
improving the country's

exports,

jaz Afridi whe was ac-
companied by the cham
ber's secrelary genenl
Sajjad Asiz aed others
said the business com-
muni

¢ hos ahways support-

difficult circumstances. So,
b stressed that traders’ is-
am- should be resolved on
y grounds. Later, the
SL,LI s acting president laz
Khan Alridi visited various
stalls set up in the furniture
exhibition and praised arts!
dosignz and  high-quality
[urmiture. On the occasion,
ljaz Afridi also distrbuted
certificates among the par-
ticipants of the furniture
exhibition.-APP
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National
Days and

Armed

Forces Days

JULY

July 00 Japan
Sell Defence Dy
July 1 /Singapore

Armed Forces Day
July 01§ Canada
National Day
July 01 /Samalia
Independence Doy
July 047154
Independence Day
July 05/ Algeris
Independence Duy
July 09/ Argentine
Independence Day
July 09/ Mongokia
Revolution Day

July 14/France
National Day
July 15/Brunei
Sultan's Birthday
July 21/ Belgiun
Natlonal Day
July 207 TRENC
Independence Doy
July 23/Egypt
National Day
3 July 26/Cuba
National Day
July 26{Liberia
National [ay

July 30/Momoeo
National Day
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Raitwsy Iniuiry.
Raibway Exchanged,

ISLAMABALY: A view of the rising smoke from the decomposition Plant of Pakistan Institute of Medic
environmental pollution at Sector G-8, which needs to be shifted to somewhere in outskirts of the Federal Capital — Online

Sciences (PIMS), which is causing

ICCI for harnessing
hydropower potential

President ICCI urges that the government should develop a
comprehensive strategy to reduce T&D losses and power theft

Fa
ISLAMABALK:
P

Algan

Zafar
Talama-
&

Indualrf ([LL[I said that
high energy cost in Pakistan is a
major hurdle in promoting busi-
ness and industrial sctivities and
called upen the government bo
focus on harnessing the hydro-
pawer potential to pro
econsiic ctivities. He stre
that the share of hydropower
generation should be increased

at least to 50 percent in the total
enerpy mix in order Lo provide
cheap energy 1o industry, re-
duce the cost of doing bisiness
and facilitate the growth of busi-
mess activities thal would pave
the way for early revival of the
EConoiy.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said
that the government has itself
conceded that the :
electricity will cost
per unit this fiscal year, furnace
cil-based electricity aver Ra 48
while the hydropower costs anly
.6.04 per unit, which shows

cost in Pakstan. He said that
according to WAPDA's estimate,
Pakisten Las the potential to
wenerate GLEMW hydrocloc-
tricity, but this untapped poten-
tial has nol been harnessed so
far due to which sur industey
Is finding isell uncompetitive
eausing further decline in ox-
paris.

President ICCI said that the
high Lransmission and distribu
tion losses m Pakistan are also
centributing townrds hig
oy cnet a5 the government has
Iy increase power Larifls o cov-

L the LNG and oibbased pow
erations have caused un-
pr&n dented hike in the energy

er ap the rising T&D losses of
DISCCk. He orged thal the gov
erament should develop a com-
prehensive strategy to reduce
T&D lossez and power 1
besides increasing the share of
hydropawer i the tolal energy
mix in order to produce dheap en-
ongy and make Pakistan an afirac-

nergy cust woubd .|lso.||.~(]|
in promoting FIL, creating more
Jobs, reducing unemployment and
putting Paki on the path of sis
tainable econumic growth

Verdict
in money
laundering
case against
PMon July 20

ity court (AC) in lahare

an Monday reserved its
verdict om the sequittal pe-
titions filed by Prime Mis-
ister Shebbaz Sharif and
his son Hamz Shehbnz in
2 meney laundering and
amets beyond sources ol i
come case, The court said
it would prossance the de-
cision o hudy 20, AC judge
Qamaruz Zaman heard the
petitions.  While  Amjaid
Pervaiz, representing both
fnther and the sen, gave ar-
guments in the
Easdier, an :cn.wnhbuhl\
court (AC) i Lahore ac-
lefendants’, the

athers, petition seeking ear
Iy hearing of their acguittal
pleas. AC judge Qamaruz
Zaman directed the petition-
ers’ lwyers to give ung
ments oo Menday, In their
pleas, the prime minister
and hi son Hamz: Shehbaz
had contended that the Na-

(NAR) had fled a false and
a fake aze agams them
and that their sssets wene
o

well withim their soure
incame. They went an &
that cven the NAR's suppile-
mentary repurt corrobarated
ther angument.

Domestic
edible oil,
ghee output
grew by
12.75%

[SLAMABATY Duymestic pro-
duction of cocking ofl, and
vegetable ghee during the 11
moanths af the frencal year
that ended oe June 30, 2093,
increased by 12.57 per cent
and 1044 per cent respective.
Ty as compared to the cutput
al the cormespondmy period
of st year. Durang the period
from Juby-Mi, 212223 about
6 metric tons of eddbie
ail were produced ool =
anler io fulfil the domedic
requiements as compared o
the of -15’))'34

Govt starts

crackdown against
illegal loan application

ISLAMABALY: Federal Minister for Information Technal:
oy and Telecommunication, AminulHague Menday ,—.m
m a decisive move Lo combal frasdulent laan applics
mnu nt initinted o crackdown sgainst dlegal J-mn
In & statemeat, be said, that Chairman Paki-
en:ummum:nil'.n Authority (PTA) Major General
cied immediately ke swift
m applications,  Under the srders
ed, 43 loan applications had already heen bocked, sad
Au.\m—ul—l!aum The targeted companies, ting within
the lending industry, were registered with the Securities
ange Crmmiissn, he added, Highlighting the se.
ty of Uhe issue, AminulHagoe shed light on the i
ment of mafia groups operating through social media
forms, particularly Facebook. These unscrupulous entities
i nt individuals, exploit
' raise awareness and
sive public awareness
hed. The citizens are urged

fimancial vulnerabi

campaign has heen lau
port any suspicions loan applications or incidents involving
the loan mafin groups to the PTA, the Federal Investigation
Agency’s (FIA) Cybercrime wing, or their local pofice sta-
taoms. The collaborative effort various law enforcement
agencies aimed to address the incressing cvbercrime wave
in the country. To ensure offe diration, the
ister has a direct contact with the: Director-General of FI4,
providing regular briefings on the progress of the spers
tiom, Amin tasized the need for proactive measures,

Cantonment Board S270051-3

Water Tank

wather than waiting for coaplaints to accumulate, against
those involved in fraudubent loan schemes.

170 Fulbright
Scholarship students

to depart for USA

ISLAMARAD: The United States Educatioml Fousdatinn
i P'akistan (USEFF) Monday announced that 170 ace
complished Pakistasis had been awanled the prestigions
“Fulbright Scholarship’ to study and conduet advanced
research at lesding 115, universities. The flagship aca-
demic exchange program of the LS, Gevernment, the
Fualbright Program, enabled students from around the
world to atlend universities across the United States,
said & press refense issed here on Momlay, The 2023
cohort gathered for o two-day pre-departure crientation
i prepare for their eduational journey and learn abaut
the American culture, Tife an camgpus, and epportunities far
eachange stxdents in the United States, ULS, Acting Deputy
Chéef of Mission, Willism Ostick congratulated the studests
on securing the scholarship and sdvised them to conned
with fellow students and learn from each other's experi-
ences, “In the United Seates, the shudents will be cultural
ambazsadors, steengthening ties between the peoples of
Pakistan and the United States. They will connect with
Americans sager 10 learn mare about Pakistan. And when
return, the student can help explain America - #s peo-
ple. its values, and its character their communities,” he
added. This year's 170 pasticipants belong to 44 public
and private universsties. Among these sre 120 Master's
and 41 PhDD students and 7 Pulbright Foreign Language
“Teaching Assistant (FLTA} fellows, Women represent 61
percent af this year's departing cohart. The recipicnts
will begin their eduuazmlul journey this fall at 81 105,
ities in various disciplines, including engi

Tslamabad..... 03215744480

energy management, and social scicnces—APP

FINDI: View of badly damaged vehicles struck by an oul of control Dumper Truck near
Lahore High Court Bench at Swan area in the outskirts of the city.—

DNA

g e perid under vy,
about 1421 milion tons of
vepctnble ghee were Jomlly
manafactured as inst the:
produdion of 1286 million
toms m the same period Lst
year, which was up by 10,44
according to the data
af tha Pl Bureau of Sta
tistics. The Large Seile Man.
ulactrmy Industries (LSM
in the country grew by 5.
per cent during the month of
My 2623 s commpans] to the
previous menth al {Apel), The
Guantum Index Mumbers of
Large Scale Mamufacturing
Industries {QIM} for  May
2027 estimated at 11060 as
comganed o WHAG during
Aprd 2023, The prwvissonal
quantum indices of LSMI for
My 2023 with the baze year
201516 bave been developed
an the besis of the kitest dala

P —
s inchuding 0 Companies
Adbvisary Committer (CCAC),
Mumistry of Industries and
Producdion, Minstry of Com
meerce gl Proviscil Bureaus
af Statistics. - APP
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FBISE to
announce
matriculation
resulton
Tuesday
ISLAMABAI: Fedeml
Board  of Intermedite

and Secondery Education
(FRISE) Islamabad will an-

04

Loan apps
should he
outlawed
right away

al §
Group §

i Tuesday(Tomarmw}
|‘¢k|4k.1||. sident  Pakr 1E at .2 g, According 1o
stan Bisinessmen and In- | a r zoed by the

Secretary  Federal Board
Dir Bashir Khan You: 5
“Educativn Minister Rana
Tllu\-ur will Ix' [|!I' chiel
o b
1||.Ic‘ at FRISE.” ‘Th\' posi-
tivnholder students along
witls their parents will abso

tellectuats. Forum,
Barach: Industsi l
and former p
ter Maan Zahad H-w-mr -md
o that all onli
b

and All |

and rogulations and most
of thom are cheating the
poar people by employing |
different dirly tactics ansid |
the provision of chee

Iy
Certificate (S5C), he add
e~ APP

Pakistan's
first judicial
protection unit
established

[SLAMABAD:In  respe

tart many times more than |
the arigmal amaunt through
threals, intimadation, frud, |
and blacken

the veteran basiness

15LAMAEATE Federal Minister of health Abdul Qadir Patel being briefed about cancer hospital in PIMS _—~DNA of Idamabad police hv.
said that poar hersow been revamped aloog wit
are helpless to confront a | the i the first

g up
jud ial Protection Uit o

A new partnership aims to - -

Kawalpindi took a laan of
thirteen thousand rapees Lo
pay the children’s fees and | Officer {(ICCPO) D
hotss rent but bl 10 oy Nasir Khan, the Securi

L ]
due to the bul § Division underwent a come
rents, and blackmail | sehensive reoryanizati
~== boost Pak global rankings -~
Speedin . o i ., court p
dun}:per mgms As the Country Partner Institute of the New Economy and Societies Platform, topment
into five World Eco_normc Forum. Mishal Pakistan p}ays a pivotal role in measuring and | fom Prine n'?....mé Mar
vehikles neie improving Pakistan’s global rankings on various indicators ot e denmie e

af Interior Mini:

abad Lamlnl City Police
kbar

. This
lopment comes s a

Sowan bridge | T pma comic Forum, Mishal Pakistan ie Forum, emphasited the Pakistan's ositiosing on in  repulation. i e

{ DNA plays a pivotal role in measur-  significast dmpact that the ternstional indices and foster  Organic Pakistan is o pioseer | g oo onenis
RAWALPINDE: In s | and improving Pokistan’s coflaboration would hav a sustainable and ing organization  dedicated | nond gy safeguard
accident bere on B { |SL‘\MA_HA“' _“rl:uml‘_ Paki- gl«\h:ll rankings 0 various improving _['ale|>|||l|'z-' rapkings ture for the count: to promoting orEanic aur_i‘ ul- cial autho |Ilﬂ. Th
a speerting dumper mmmed | 8N, 3 pioneering arganiztion  mdicatars. collaboration  and narrstives on inlers expressed his confidence in  ture, sustainable practices,

P

into five vehicdes near 3 dedicated to promoting organ-  between Masl
wan Bndl:' on h'] Roall ic agriculture and sustainable  Organic Pakistan will supporl  ihe jmportance of combiming  the world's future food baskel, advocating lor organic farming

practices, and Mishal Pakistan,  the World Economic Forum's expertise and resoure given its favorable conditions and urban agricalture, Organic
leading institution in the de-  initiatives by providing essen-  ate a powerful impact on Pa and resources Pakistan aims 1o ¢

Fakistan and  al platforms. He highlighted Pakistan's potential Lo become  and social responsibility. By

v

““;k Ph e velopment sector spec uIIXIﬂR and narratives related  stan's development, specific The MOU sets the framework  sustainable o e
High Court (LHC) building, | in research and o o ur ly in the are far joint imitiatives. incloding  system in Pakistan, vitlea: & athadid g
where o speeding dump- | tion strategies, are thrilled 1o agricullure (€ the development of key opin-  izstion's efforts align with sev- | 0 Vet g (SOF) ha
er gan over five vehicles § announce eollaborstive part- appronch that add =505 the ion-makers, advocacy m- Sustainable Development | o oo imsued -|‘., v;i||T

r cars and a | nership aimed &t revolutioniz- .\iuhammad Nadeem  Igbal, terconmected challonges of cli-  paigns, and the sharing of re- cluding Zero Hunger, ”‘:. it s 'K\r 00

up. Asa resale, curity.  sources and expertise. Both  Sustainable Cithes and Commu

ing the agricultare landscape  Founding Chairman of Organ  male chinge and food s highach secarity cimes

wely. Munir, 39 | in Pakistan and enhanc se Pakistan, expressed his en- Jahangic further explained that nizalions are committed fo  nities, and Climate Action.
1 A . s bk b 5 s : s within court premises.
years Just his lle on the § country's international the partnership, Pakistan is likely to fa ating knowlodge resources  Mishal Pakisten iz » leading hL e camerss are inte-
#d 1o join  siderable challenges in 1 [ .uﬂl REMINATS, |||I\rau institution in the de -

spot due to & I|= d imjury,
i i

this Memorandum of  forces with Mishal Pakistan to  ricultural sector due to ¢ Ang- o and sector, specializing in design
i » derstanding (MOUY, Organ-  drive sustamable agrcullure  es in monseons and increased  purts u- promole pub icaware:  thinking, research, commu BEsahed
Mazand 61, and n 35 Pakistan and Mishal P practices  and  revolution temperatures, particelsrly in  ness and understanding of nication strat and mar - 13
; &, ! i : - : 3 - | ject, -um..m for real

years ald sustamed \rk [ Ltl|I{Y Lo the riculture dscape in northern Pll}.wlan where v rath development
The body and the injused | Pakistan, Through thiz collab-  nerability change is ted subjects, Countey Partner In ek Rt b
were rushed to the hosp . 0 " . wa aim to provide val-  already The partnership between Or-  the New Econamy ibine- o b
he informed. —APP { and food securi Iht‘- eallabo- sble data and resources thal  the need for investme ganic Pakistan and Mishal Pa-  ties Platlorm World Ecenomic personnel, the Ministry of

ration will involy ”k! excl will contribute Lo improvieng Lo ensure 3 =labl ¥ kistan sy hal  Pakist [ TR

T pifies a significant  Forum, M
SDIIEDA to of updated and limely data, me- Pakistan's intersational rank- in Pakistan’s dy : step toward driving & hl livoly moasures and
| da traiming, capac i ings and promote awareness  omy, despite the agriculture practices, Pakistan's global rankings
orgauize workshops, an i of arganic farming and urhan  posed by climate . public discourse, and rtmlri'h- key indicators - organiza-
3 | knowledge resources to foster  agriculture.” Through the collaboration’s  uting te a healthier and more  tion collaborates with various
weblnar on i di Amir Jahangir, Founder, and elforts in knowledg restient ety 1n Pakistan: wholders Lo devise and
CED of Mishal P o the  dissemisation % ver development salutiogs
JUly 19 Country Partner Institute of  dia training istan's
the New Economy and Seciee  workshops, and tess on international plat
DNA ties Platform, Werd Econome  cacy, the geal is to enhance forms.
ISLAMABATR: The  Small
and Medium Enterprise
Development.  Authe

‘Cornered Tigers - The 1992
e s o vl Story’ Premieres on Tapmad

1o gell on Daraz™ for pro

of residences and courts.
Once Lhe necessary finan
cinl resources are ollvcs

od, the performance
this unit is expected to im-
prove sigaificantly. ~APP

10 Minutes

- .
itable business growth on | theoughout ths 1982 Crcket Warld Cup D F
July 18 (Wesinesiay). “The i DNA A appoaramee by S I lve r om
sessinn = being alfered by S0 | AI htar nhl e b 5.||n15. light on the ||||||.|n|

oot | ISLAMABAD: Pakistan: Fakistan’s bggest  of the 1
OTT phatform tapeand |

world cup o bis file, “Corsered
Tigers - The 1992 Story” & directed by Ad-

EDW under Natioeal

The Monal

Sowlopment  Programme < ¥

{NTDP) for SMEs, to cxtond | 1= kind docu-series on the biggest and most Sarwar apd produced by Produces, Ning
noefimncial sdvisory services | cherished sports ovent in Pakistan's history  Kashil, and it is available for free on tapmad
s savall 3l st b, | L& Cricked Woeld Cup 1092, “Cornered Trgers tells the tale, by the heroes

s, arconling loa sourven the | With the muchbyped Asin Cap just around  who made it possible. Unndentimg resctre, fo-
ity, The programme wil |t corner asd the Workd Cuyp b cused commitmwnt and sturdy belief in thear
{ exclusive and n leadership was what Pakistan team wes marde

= appartunities in the | i ] i
e high trending and | 1 introduce the histo ofl”, commsented the producer Ning if
i while speaking about the docuser

most denanding ecommene: | #gead in 1992 lo the The
tivoks and platforimes; The train- | cocket Tovers m the cour 1992 World Cup win & one of my fosdest
ingz provides information abogt | 8bout the docuseres s ge chuldhood memories. A rare usiting moment.

immduction o ecommerne, gendry team players for our country which brought us pride. It
introductie by darz, sgning for Comered Tigers shows. | progect which gave me the
up for daraz < Wasim  Akram, IeamamalHag,  opportusity to inlemct with my chidhood

deraz ad cre

i, Javed Mandad, Mushtag Mimed — herves and to be able to docament
introduction to -

I M
& Ejpz # | i cithe v chive ot just th
' personal journeys, emot and insight=  thought= of

Pakistan needed to follow
China’s experience

on, ond implementing
ive policy  strategied
eTves A AN inspiTatan o
countries arvard the workd,
inchuding the ECO Meebes
Counte Az part of its
digital tranaformation miti-
atives, ECOSF recognizes
the immense value of tech.
venbanced  learning
i today's digital age, "We
promoting the

Tk

DNA

IF:.I..A.\].J\H\J}- I‘e)cu:nu sl

ence unlrn;hlnu
al digital innavation
l'm[ ed Komail Taye

, President of the ECO
on, 8 Pa-
sional sci
entific allance, “China's ;
experience m digital trans  en the ties between China  (GDEC) in Beijing earlier  scientific and  lechnical
formation provides us with  and the ECOH region but  this month, Prof Tayebi  literacy HETOBS T e
invaluable Jessons and pol-  also foster welfare, sus-  acknowledged and com-  ber counts
iy strategies that we can  tainable development, and  mended  the wriable  *Moreaver,  ECOSF s
fearn from and adapt to the  prosperity for all,” During  progress that China has  driving the transformation

tonls ta enhance elearning.

umigue lvmll.\llal each El the symposium on the made in its digial trans- o traditional
China-Central Asia Forum urney. He add- R
on Digital Innevation and
Pt prped St st AAKAEe ®os1 mwcs.- am: | @mﬂ 8841811/ 0300 5221018 | 0345 5555335

aid of the 2023 Global Digi-  nologies, fostering inno-  immersive, and tailored Lo
This will ot only steength- 13l Economy Conlerence  valion, sconomic digiali  the needs of learners
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Water crisis

LMOST two decades ago, Uruguay led the way as the world's

first country to enshrine the right to clean water in its consti-

wution, Now it is parched and desperate. Hesidents can cross
the reservoir serving Montevideo on foot. The capital has declared
a water emergency, with officials warning that it is a matter of days
before it runs dry. For manths they have been eking out tap water
supplies by adding brackish estuary water, telling pregnant women
and people with serious health conditions not to drink it. The main
culprit is the worst drought in more than 70 years. Though Uruguay
is naturally rich in water, rainfall is highly variable due to the impact
of La Nifia and EI Nifio weather palterns, The problems are exac-
erbated by global heating, which makes dry vears drier and rainy
vears wetter, as well as increasing evaporation losses, Neighbour
ing Argentina iz beset by shortages already. Many more countries
around the world face similar challenges - or soon will, Climatic
factors are only one part of this problem. Researchers and cam-
paigners have been warning for years that the growing impact of
exportled agriculture and forestry was unsustainable. Only a small
proportion of Urugusy’s water is used for human consumption.
Experts say that 2004’ constitutional changes led o major bm-
provements in what had been a hnerarc:hncnl and fragmented wa-
ter system. But i planning has not been
matchrﬂ in implementation. .‘:mcn.css]\r: gu\crnmcms have failed
ta ly invest in and overhanling infrastrue-
ture, perbaps in part because in previous droughts, rain arrived
just as matters were getting really desperate: “We all fell asleep,”
admitted José Mujica, president from 2010 to 2015. But opposition
from big business, as well as complacency, has plaved a significant
role in the failure to establish a satisfactory long-term strategy.
That will have to change if the country is to find lasting solutions,
There is reason to be optimiztic. The 2004 constitutional reforms,
approved by more than 60% of the popolation in a referendum, also
enshrined public management of water supplies, and were moti-
vated in large part by the privatisation of drinking water and san-
Itation services, A coalition of civil society and political groups,
the National Commissien for the Defence of Water and Life, iden-
tified profit-driven water management and greed as a fundamental
threat to the basic rights of citizens. In a country that has been
ranked as the most democratic in the Americas, civil society could
pliy an essential role in finding solutions again. The importance
of access to clean water is a top priority for the public once more,
Uruguay’s crisis today is the future for more and more nations.
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Nato summit
and Ukraine

GLODYMYR Zelenskiy had to put & brave face o if, after being peniantiy
accused of ingratitude by British defence secretary Ben Wallace, but last
week's Mato summit was a dizappointment for Ukraine's president and the

embatiled country he besds, Nato's repeated Bilure to alfer an unambigoous time.

tabde for Kyiv's full membership will be seen by the Kremlin as 8 weak hedgging of
bets, It will probably be explodted in any future talks to end the war, Like a poss
man at a feast, Zelenskiy was instesd abliged to witness an argy of self.congrats

Iatien by Nato leaders. The trigger was the apparent decisicn by Recep Tayyp Er

dofan, Tarkey's pressdent, to G his veto on Nato membership for Sweden whi

when kst checked, was not being bombasded by Russis, Nate seps Stockholn's
accession to the chib will enbance the security of all itz members. That thoaght
must give Ukrainians a warm feeling inside. Hailing the Sweden agreement as

procd af Nato “umity”, Biden praised Erdogan effusively, commending him for
|I|k coursge, leadership and nhplumaq Cmm.ulmn will Turkey's release of

Ukiainian priscness placed in its custody by Russis and some unesaally smicable

exchanges between Erdogan, the EU and Ankara's old enemy, Greece, all the talk

was of a sudden, prowestern tilt by the notorioasly unbiddable Turkish leader.

Sadly, Mato leaders appear to have jumped the gun. Within hours of giving Sweden

the thumbsip, Erdofan wareed its accession would seed the approval of Turkish

MPs, & possibly lengthy process, Yet pariament & dominnted by Erdofan support-

#rs, 20 any delays will be at his behest. Tt became cleas, oo, that the unspoken

quid pro gen i the sale to Tarkey of long-coveted 6 jeks — the sime jebs that

are denied to Ukmine, whick actully needs them, Nato joy was alsg tempered by
the belsted realization that Erdoan's unexpected summit geaniality did not sigsal

& break witl Russia’s president, Viadimir Putin, with whom he maistains frendly

refations for pragmatic rasons of mational and personal selfinterest. Turkey has

ed western sanctions an Moscow and boosted bilateral trade since the war
began. Tarkish exports almost douhled, to around $4.%6n (E3.74ba), in the first
half of thiz year. Erdopan said last week he was ready to belp Uleaine continwe
rain shipements through the Black Sea, and Turkey contimses to sell droses to Kyiv,

Yex at the same time, Russi remains Ankars top sapplier of natural ga. Putin

reporiedly deferred billions of dollars in gas payments befare May's presidential

election, which Erdegan won. Around & million Bussians will visit Turkey this yea

Onet af them is expected to be Putin himself. Crucially for Erdofan. superficially

imnpreved relations with fhe west nay belp him revive Torkey's ailing, ilmanaged

ecomneny, Yet gven his onguing doubledealing mver Russa, this sort af addision
al horsetrading does nothing overall to enhance EuroAtlantic security in tangible

Wy, Likmrisu, the leaders” declaration fiercely condemmed Putin's “ileg] war of
ssion”, bt sumeniteers offered ne new ideas about how to stop it That's dis

arrpnmlmﬁ The warld's most powerful military allzince could and slould be mose

e foreefully engaged in defending Ulmine's peapl from Russia's criminal

They could learn a lot by looking to its past.

pmdnrmm By that argent measure, the Vilmius summit wasa flop.

Pakistan’s shifting Afghan Policy

Qamar Bashir

The Army chief who is fully
aware of the seriousness
of the TTP presence in the
safe havens in Afghanistan,
did not mince his words
when he warned the Afghan
Government to abide...

¥ recent statements, the army chief has shifted from
n appeasement palicy with the Afghan Interim Gov:
ernment b an aggressive policy, warning il to rein
in the Tehreeke Talihan Pakistan (TTP) militant nmbrelt
group, which has bees using Afghan soil to launch attacks
in Pakistan, adding that Pakistan has “serious concerns
ahout the safe havens and freedom of action available to
the Tehrike Tafiban Pakistan militast groop® He made
these remarks after two militant strikes in recent days
Killed 12 Pakistani soldbers on the Pakistan-Afghan border
in Balochistan, when on July 12, TTP attacked a military
base in the Zhob aren, resulting in the Army's higgest
singleday death toll in several months. Three soldiers
were marlyred ina separate attack on the same day when
gunmen targeted an army convoy in Sul, infuriating the
Army chief, whe warned, *Such attacks are intolerable
and will provake 3 robast respanse from Pakistan's secu
rity forces ” He also expressed his concern about Afghan
nativnals being isvolved m lerrorisr acts in Pakistan.
This & net the first time sach heinous and abhorrent ac-
tions have been carried out from Afghanistan. TTF has
n continuing its attacks with complets impunity since
canceling a censefine agrevment in labe 2022, and even ear
Hier. TTE attacks were in full swing scrass Pakistan between
2007 and 2014, killing 80,000 Pakistanis, inchading women,

e

children, and security officers. After the TTF assaulted the
Peshawar Arnsy Public School and massicred 150 people,
imcuding 130 schoolchildren, the Pakistan army lausched
Zartbe-Azh operation in December 2014 which drove the
leaders and fighters of TTP to Afghanistan, where they
started relaunching their attack
wuh Laeit approval of the Afghan Giwverament:
The Army chiel who s fully awere of the seriousoess of
the TTP presence in the safe havens in Afghanistan, did
mot mince his words when be warned the Afghan Govern-
ment ty abide by the [oha agreement sigred on February
20, 2020, The agreemenl which was aimed at - ending the
war comtamed the commitment by the Talibar to prevent
Afghaniztan from being used a5 & safe haven for terrorist
organimtions such a5 aHQaeds and the Islamic State but
did ot spesifically sy the mme thing abut TTP and since
Usere was oo puarantor of the agreement therelore, soon
an TS troaps withdrew m haste leaving behind war spails
which wese looted and parmded by the Talibans, and flecing
of Aghan Government with suitcazes stuffed with dollars,
the Dohs agreement bad died then and Lhere,  Talibans
tiave been relusing Lo consply with any of ils provisions in
cluding edusation to wamen and nespecting human rights
In fact, the paaraniors of the Dobas Agreement were Tal-
ibams themselves whe now have amazing assets in their
hamds, the tersarisl groups of Pakistani, ladin, Russ
Chimese and Central Asian Republic origins, which they
use 3 trump card 1o get Bavorable desls but pomt blank
refusing to take sctions against them oe banish them to
the eountry of their origin. They keep these assets close
to thear hearts and only either slow down or increase their
activities when and where it soits them,
With Pakistan. ton, they play the Tehreek-+Taliban Pake
stan (TTP) card most effectively. They koep the Pakistani
government under constant pressure without taking the
blame of blatant attacks mto Pakistan, directly, while =i
multanecwsly providing safe kavens for TTP and Uhe free
doan to attack meide Pakistan with total impunity. As soon
Az Pakistan refuses to capitulate to their demands, they
employ TTF to accomplish their objectives. TTP acconi-
ing 10 a report by the Usited Nations Security Council
are 6,000 trained and armed fighters in Alghanistan who
have been targeting Pakistani security forces, Chinese
mationals, and Chinese enterprises in Pakistan,
Tranically, there has never been a constant and persistent

ghanistan from 2010 to 2004, Prompted by the APS attack,
[rum 2014 to 2020 Pakistan's focns shifted lowards come
Lating domestse terrorism, and from 2020 1o July, 2023,
Pakistan intensified its efforts to Gcilitate talks between
Talihan and USA and it= allics and in the later period to
pursae the policy of engagement and dialogue,

The Army Chief's statement during hss visit tn Balochistan
was indicative af the failure of the prior government's and
former army chief's poficy of "engagement and dislogae”
which was an attempt to forge @ fresh path forward in the
Afighan peace process, with the underiying assumption that
the Taliban could be persioded (o come o the negotzting
lable amd apree 1o a political settfement. 1t beld several
meefings with the TTF, some open and others nat, and

wha agreed Lo adbene Lo the Pakistasi Comstitutiva, and
allowed the TTF Lo five m Afghanistan m exchange for the
TTP ceasing its termrist activity against Pakistan, This
approach opposed the notion that the Talibsn are merely
Lerrarists whi shoald be ignored or forcefully defeated,
Instead of achieving the set olyectives, this appesssment
palicy emboldened TTE even more, and 25 3 resull, ey
renewod their attecks inside Pakistan with feroc
ed aml damaged the harbed wire security fence on many
points across the entire leogth of the the Pakistan-Afghan
border, caused unrest in Swal, D, and northern areas, and
eacalated their attacks ageinst civilinns, security forces,
and the arny inside Paki
These were and are grave violations of the Doha agreement
and the norms of a del:unl neghborbood, necessitaling a
stern, poase. However,
when dealing with Mglumqau we Mk exercise extreme
cautivn, a5 antagonizing the Afghan interim government
could fead to increased tensions and hostility, which could
result in crossborder attacks, the influx of refugees, and
the spread of extremist ideolagies. 1L would stram bilsters]
refations, impede efforts to improve economic conpers:
tion, trade, and regional connedtivity projects such as the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), CASA 2040,
and TAPI pipeline, and Didia would cease the opporlunity
L increase s influence i Afghanistan.

As the adage goes, haste makes waste: therefore; it is in
oar best interest to maintain a stable and cooperative re-
I1mns1u|1 with the Afghan government and develop a come

puficy pursued by Pakistas with Since 1000,
Pakistan's policy Lowards the Teliban in Alghanistan has
undergone several shifts due to changing geopolitical dy-
mamics and regional security concerns, In 1990 Pakistan
supported the Talian to establish 2 friendly government
i Afghanistan to coanter the influence of its rival, India.
After 9/11, from 2001 to 201, Pakistan shifted is policy
o joined the U.5-4ed global coalition agaiest tecrorism, [U
pursued @ policy of supporting reconciliation effores in Al-

oy and approach Lo persade
e Afghan s government o prokibil the use of its
territory for attacks within Pakistan, keeping in mind that
implementing such a policy requires time, patience, and
ongaing commitment from both Pakistan and Afghanistan,
The proposed strabegy may imvolve o sustained and com
prehensive diplomatic engagement o establish a coaper
ative relativaship and buld trast through hagh-deved visits,
diplomatic channels, and regular dialogues; addressing

security concerns and promating mutual understanding:
joantly it robust mech
anieny improving surveillance technologies; increasing
the presence of barder forces and coordinating efforts 1o
secure the border: and conducting joint exercises. At the
same time countering extremist deologies by promoting
maderate and inclusive narratives, with an added emphe-
=is on educational programs, social media compaizns, and
community engagement inithtives 1o promete tolerance,
pexce, and pluralism in Afghasistan,

Army chiefl’s plate is already full due to complex security
issues, which melude bot are nol Hmited to precarions
borders with Lran, where many of our security personmel
have been martyred by insurgents who, after ambush-
ing army troops, seek mfuge in Imn Balochistan, Cur
harders with Afghanistan, where despite barbed wires
alony the entire border, the Pakastant Taliban who have
been given safe haven inside Afghanistan carry oul ler
rorist attacks aleng the berders and within the country,
as well a5 our hot borders zlong the line of contred in
Jammu and Kashmir, are experiencing increased pres-
sures. Recently, he bad to deal with the palitically mo-
tvated attacks on over 200 military installations aeross
the country by PT1 activists, and for the first time in the
annals of the armed forces, he had to take stern action
against serving and retived arniy officers.

It i unfortunale that, instead of leaving hin alane and
allowing him to facus on the extremely urgent and grove
external and internal security and safety, he has been
drawn into almest all civilian motters. He had to save
foreign, linancial, and economac affaics by coavincing
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and China to
re-oll their deposits. He had to istervene in trade and
commerce by attracting substantial investment from
Sawdi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates in the five-
stock and agriculture sectors. He was the driving force
behind the transfer of Karachi port terminals & to 9 o
a Dubai-based company, which will being in foreign cur-
rency and enhance the performance of the Karachi pore,
as wall a5 initiating the process of auctioning the inop-
erable steel mill. Now he is on a diplomatic offensive
in Iran, where he has conferred with the [raniin pres-
ident, foreign minwter, and armed forces leadership to
case tensions along the Iran-Pakistan border and devise
a jnint sirategy to combat terrorism and extremism in
the region. [Lis the responadbilily of the civilian govern-
ment and civilian metitutions e shoulder the full weight
of the civilian domain’s responsibilities, which include,
among many ethers, the development of 8 multifaceted
strategic policy and appraach to angage the Afghan gov.
eroment and to resolve the ssue of cross-border terror
iam politically, and ically, without
resorting to the use of kinetic force, which history tells
us has never worked in the case of Afghanistan.

Role of MLT to promote peace, healthcare

Samra Zulfigar

Understanding the
challenges faced by medical
laboratory technology is
essential for addressing
gaps in resources,
infrastructure, and
professional development
M EIMCAL taboratury technalogy in Pakistan en-

coumters mmerous challenges that can mileence

s eflectveniess io promsting peace, healthcans,
and i These 2 X
limited mosources, infrmstructure gaps, ond the need for

cantinious professional development. Limited resources
pose a signalicant ohstacke for mny medical

al developent programs obstruct their ability to enhance
their skills and keep up with evolving technologies,
[lespile these challenges, there an: scveral opportanities
far the advancement of medical liboratory technalogy in
P&kntan Technological ac\um:menlu such as mobecular
t-iif- testing, offer new
prssibilities for i |m9|rmnu Iahnmtnn elficiency, nccuracy,
and speed. Embracing these techmalogies can enhance di
agnostic capabilities, faciliate early detection, and improve
disease Increased i i

colesaon, resilience, and the rejection of extremist ideologies.
Understanding the challenges faced by medical laboratory
technalogy i cssental fo addressing gaps in resources, infre

gaps, advancemenats in lecheology, increased mvestment in
healtheare mfrastracture, collibomtions with international
p.ll!ne'rs quality assurance, and research and development

structure, and these
challenges & crucial to mlum-umnlu quality and accessibility
of Ishoeatury services, enlancing disease detection and pre-
vention, and ensuring accurste and nefishle disgnostic ot

far the adv of medical labom:
tory tecl:udm By embrocing these oppartunities, medical
Lhoratories cam enbance thesr disgnostic capsbilities, iny
proe access b qualiy heshhwm services, and strengthen
their contriy

comes. Embricing increasing
imvestment in hn:ahhnn.- infrastructure, fostering collabora

infrastruciure, particularly in labosatory facllities, can ad-
dress the resoarce gaps. This inclades allocating funds for

tines, fmpl lity assusance measures, and promot-
Img research :md development has offered sigaificant appor
tumities for advancieg medical laborstory technology. These

modern equipment, labarstary upgrades, amd
wellequipped bbomtories i underserved areas, Collabe:
rations with international partners, sich as organizations,
imstitutions, and manufacturers, provide opportis
nities fnr knowledge exchange, training programs, and ac-

7 expand access

Medical boratory technology is a critical component of
heslthcare systems in Pakistan, serving as a catalyst for
pesce, improved health outcomes, and the mitigation of
extremist ideologies. The angoing efforts and collabors-
uun ameng nmhmi ial:nmmry pn-fexsmnak resea rrhru_

4 n th 1 e
uelwpnx\m ullwnll.huu -n-s(um ultinately prometing peace
and countering extremism. By recogniiag the mportance
of these topics and effectivedy addressing the challenges and

cess o advanced Such bridge
expertise, resource, and quality assurance gape.

Teplementing robust quality sssurmnce programs and pur
suing Bbosatory acereditstion eshance the credibility sod
refiatility of medical iboratiry services. This altracts mare
funding, strengthens pubilic trast, and facliates. callibora.
tions with national and international partners. Encoumging
resianch and developeeat in medical labomtory techecdogy
leads to inovative solutions, improved diagrostic metlods,
and ndvancements in Bbomtery practices, Imvesting i e
search inftmtwes and fostering collabarations between labo.
ralories and research institutions contributes to the advnoe
meant of medicsl labaratory technology. Preventive bealtheare
practices supported by medical labosatory technology sre cis-
cial for reducing the burden af dxease and prameating mverall
well bemg. By ientifying risk factors, enabling early detection,
i nd , miedical labs

in Pakiston, Inadequate funding, outdsted equipment, and

insufficaent supplics hinder their sbility to comduct soo-

mate and timely diagnostic testz. impeding disease detec-

tiom and prevention efforts. Moreover, certain regions lack
dhequipped Ishoratory facilities and trained

er i ities 1o Jead hestihier lives and cos
tribiste Lo yxuul]mruunmt,cthbmummmudu and ineove-
tiom within medical laboratory technalogy enhance healtheare
delivery, imprve disgnostic accurmcy, and contribute o the
devedopment. al evidencehased practices. These afforts bead
tos the establ of robust hueltlmm\ systeans cagable of

m-whmu. in limited scooss to modern techmologies, quality
contral eystems, ned standardied protocols. Consequently,
thee delivery of high-quality Bhombory services is compro-
mised, Contimuous professinal development plays a vital
rule in keeping baboralory professionals updated with the
lstest advancements, IM‘.‘h!lluutS, ol best pm‘l\.eﬁ Unfor-
tunately, limited oppar fior training and o

addressing diverse health challenges, countering extromist
ideckogies, ard promuting peace and security. Medical labo
ratory professionals play a vital role in countering extremism
by intisggratang health edocation, addresing healihone dipar
s, promotiing dialogae, building trust, aed enpovering vk
merable populations. By dispelling misconceptions, fostering
inclusivity, and providing support, they contribute to social

within medical lsboratary Fakistan
can harness the full potential of this {eld to drive positive
change, improve healtheare outeomes, and contribute to &
moee peaceful and mcusive socsety, Medical laboratory tech-
naligy pleysa pivntal mhe in promoting peace, healthcare, and
cauntering extremism in Fakistan. Throughout this assign
ment, we hive explared varicos spects of medical Bbomtory
techsalogy and it impect on these importast aress.
We began by exsnsming the sole of medical boratory tecl
nalogy in proimeting peace throuagh accurate and timely ding:
nostic testing, dsease surveillanae, and effective public health
interyenties, The ability o identify bealth risks, delect dis.
enses eardy, and implement preventive messures contrbutes
ta healthier commrmeities and fosters social harmeny. Adde
tiowally, medicl lboratary Lechnology plays 2 crucial mie
in addressing healthcare disgarities, promating Accessible
healtheare services, and empowering vonerable popuations,
thereby conintering the grievances that can be exploited by
extremist idealogies. Furthermore, we discussed the impos
tance of coflaboration, nﬂ.‘ud1 and imnavation in medical
hhﬂm ¥ techmok hed‘hlzn-

T

leaders are

addressing Ilenld: chiallenges, promoting inchsivity, aml
dnstering social harmony. By barnessing the power of med-
ical lnberatery technology, we can cantinue to strive fora
healthier and mere peaceful society,
Let us take an active role in promotng peace and advanc.
ing the field of medical laboeatoay technology, As readers,
we can support Bealtheare initistves, advocate for equitable
access to healthcame services, and chalienge extremist narm:
trves through education and awnreness. As students, we cin

rme careers in medical laborstory technology, embrace
technological sdvancements, and actively engage in research
and i uulwamn. Together, we can ke & positive pact on
socety, r peace through healthcane, and contribate o
a hlall)nrrand more harmomious world. As a student of the
Unzversty of Ceara, 1 am prvileged to witness the prafoand
impact of medical labaratary technobogy in promoting pesce,
healtheire, and countermg extremism in Pasatan, Through
mesticudous disgnostics, research emie-amrs Anﬂ commRity
autreach, the University of (har I
to shapmy a brighter fulure. As | continge my journey as a
student at this esteemed instition, [ am nspired by the
transformative power of medical laboratory technology and
the invahmble contributions & makes to our society. Together
with the ['nmersm of Okara, | am dedicated to [nﬂrnnr( 50

and

lcan.eus edhance healthéare sratems, diive advancements
in medical research, amd foster interdisciplinary approaches
ta healthcars delivery. These collabarations oot only lead 10
improves] health outcomes bat alse contribate to coustering
exlremist narratives by addressing healthcare disparites, pro-
mioting inclusivity, snd fostering social cobesion. We also ex-
plore the chatlenges and opportunities in medical laboratory

through the
af medical Iuhommrs' techmology,
At the end, I thank to Respected Sir D \duhmmalt
Akram Zaheer for his valuable source of guidancs
genervusly shared his time and knowledge, rmld ng
me with valuable feedback and construclve criticism
that bas significantly improved the quality of my work,
His patie nce, encouragement, and willingness to engage

ptenitial

technology. Despite resouree and i

in have heen truly inspiring.
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Liberty
for TTP
impacts Pak
security

From Pace 01

the stralegic  imitislives
planned by the Govers-
ment of Pokistan for the
revival of the economy
peaviding all prssible teche
nical and management sup-
port for the overll good
af the people of Pakistan™
Besides. the forum alsa de-
liberated m detail on the
dperativnal  preparedness
and iraining aspects of the
army. In this respect, the
statemant quoted the arm
chaef s saying thal “obje
tive Lraining remaies the
hallmark of our profession.
alism and we must zlways
remain prepored to gand
againet any threat 1o our
national secory.”

The participanis of the
meeting also paid rich

tribute to the *supreme
sacrifices  persistently
haing v valianl

soldiers in
their motherland against
the threat of terrorism”,
the statement added.

Govt
stabilized
economy,

provided

Rain forces early Stumps
after Saud, Salman’s heroics

The two didn’t let the spinners take more grip on the match and stood there till the end
before rain forced early stumps. Pak were 221-5 in 45 overs when stumps were called

Sports DESK

GALE: Saud Shakeel and Aghs
Saluwn with greut pote:
saved  Pakis
nmlm callapse on day two of he
opening Test against hosts St
Lanka in Galle, The two batters
were tock solid after Pakistan kost
five wickets in just a session after
Lusich. After the last man Sar
faraz Abmed departed before Tea,
Saud and Agha showed solid tem-
perament to rescue the visitors,
The two batters added 31 runs
befure going for Tea and probably
baving a chat with Lheir skipper
Babar Azam, wha earlier wolked
off after scoring just 13 nuns. and
coaching stall mchidisg Grant
Bradburn (head cosch) and An.
drew Pullick {battng cosch).
After coming from Tea, the resd
wnt batting duo dealt with dan-
perauslocking spinning attack af
Sei Lankea, The twe dida’t let the
apinners take more grip on the
match and stood there tl the end
before rain forced early stumps.

mance from the last Test in Karschi
where he ook Pakistan out of crisis
m the first innings. He o
proved himself and soored |
comsecutive Test halbcentur

of the opening Test in Galle, Paki
stan came st to bat with the bope
b topple & towering total.  Bat,
Sn Lankan fast bowlers provided
a grreal start L their team. Vishwa

Maseod and Abdullal buit up a
brief partnership of 44 runs bt
Shan’s quick hatfing knod came to
an end when he was trpped in legs
y Ramesh Mends. He took the

hi wickel and foally succeeded
in il after the wickelkesper balter
lockied to play his fvourite sweep
shot. Mearwhile, Sarfarse complet-
ed his 3000 nuns in Test crideet.
Pakistan scored 132 runs in the
second session with Jayasuriya
taking three wickess followed by
Rajitha and Mendis with a wick-
et each for the hosts
Dhananjaya de Silva led Sa Lan
ka froan the front before Pakistan
coulil bowl thens out for 312,

Silva was om song even on day
two after rescuing his team on
the opening day. The righthand-
ed batter toak no time to bring
his 10th Test century on the sec-
ond day. Resuming day two at
2428 aloapside Ramesh Meadis,

ore of 122 runs including 12
houndares and three maximams
et Sri Lanka in the cammanding
position as they eye a winning
start in the thind 1CC World Test

Championship cpcde.  Mystery
spinner Abrar Ahmed started the

Pakistan were 2215 in 45 wvers
when stumps were called

Agha, who made his Tesl debul at
the same venae against the sme
appasition last year, brought up his
resoursdimy lourth hall-century,
renaned nobout for 61 rues liced
with s boundaries and 2 mu

mum.  Sad contimeed his domi-

169) amd Aghs scored 120° runs
rogether Lo give Pakistan bope of &
comehads i this Test. Sel Lankan
spinners mattled Pakistan's topor
der balling as the fourisls were
farced o walk out for Tea sfter Jos-
e five wickets for just 132 runs.

Adter howling aut S Lanka for
312 rups before Lunch on day two

Fernando put Abdullab Shafigue
under pressure straightaway with
an LBW appeal on the st delir.
ery af the first over which was giv-
en oul. Abdullah remamed locky
&s the ball had & spike oo the bat
anil the decision was avertursed.

Tn the: v aver, Tmam-il-Hag
fell prey to Kasun Rajitha. Shan

review after conslting with Tmam
bist it west in vain, Shan scored
A8 off 30 wcluding five boundaries
and a maximum.  Ahdallab got out
10 Prabath Japasuriya after scaring
10 folbowed by Babar Azan's depar-
ture it the same bowle
Abmsed charged Jagsu
while but the le

proceedings on day twa for Paki
stan s be bagped Mendis in the
T7th aver 1o come tnae to the con-
fxlence of his captain Habar Azam
who took the catch in the first
slip, Mendis spent 8 good time
at the crease, supporting MII set
Dhananjaya by playing 40 balls
and scoring five runs.

Sarfaraz
for
rm spimer sct

From Pace 01
the country registered
record whest crop this
year. The Iaformation
Minister said that the
Budget of RISP has been
enhanced by seventy two
percent Lo 465 billion
rupees. She said we also

anha the  financial
assista under  the
BISP by twenty five per
conl, She ssal various

schemes including that of
laptop has been revived
under the Frime Minister
Youth program Lo empow-
er the youth, he Informa-
tion Minister said thal
Ramazan Package was
alzn given to provide ex
sential commodities Lo
the people al redvced
prices through  Utility
Stores Corporation, She
said it was alzo the first
time that “free flour” was
provided o extend reliel
1o the common man,

The Infermation Minister
2aid a package of twenty
hillion rupees was also
given [or the rural areas
of the federal capital. She
zail motro buses are ply-
ing on various roules of
twin cities of Rawalpindi
and [alamabad. No seclor
i the feder pital is
without mass transit sys-
tem, She said an Olym
pic village is also being
wotablished in Islamabad
to engage the i

sparts ivi

spanding to @ guestion,
the Information Minister
bl the caretaker setup
will be announced after
consultations  between
the Prime Minister and
the Opposition leader in
the National Assembly in
arcordance with the pro-
cedure laid down in the
constitution.

‘Political
people
must be
in interim
setup’

From Pace 01
The senior PEP leader said

as this was thetr jub,

He sl the most elevated
pofitical affice of the count
was that of the prime minis-
ter. *If a judge, generl, b
resucrat, technocral, joarnak
ist, or any corpoeate sector
emplopes: is appointed to
will be a disgrce o the post
and cannod work,”

“Can I be appointed, if a
seat of 4 judge in a high
court or the Supreme
Court is vecant? How will
I be able to do justice
there?® he asked. Haira
=aid the PM% Office lad
many responsibilities. *Po-
cal people should b
pomted as prime ministe
ministers or ched minis.
ters, These posts should
nat ga ta others,”

The early dissolution of the
National Assenbly — which
is completing ils tenure on
August 12 st midnight
will give the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
90 days to fix a date for the
election, 1 the assembly
mplotes its  tesure,
the ECP iz bound to hold
polls in BD days.

Messi hailed as ‘America’s number
10’ at rapturous Miami unveiling

MIAMI: Tt rained on his parade, but  later thas ori
Lionel Messi greeted his pew Inter
Muami fans and was haied by Lhe
club’s owner = "Amenca’s mumber
10° 4t 4 damp but celebratory unveil
ing event on Sunday.
Miami's 20,0 capacity stadium was
close 1o full deapile 3 Buge tander
storm just belore the event to cel
ebrate the arvival of the Argentine
Warld Cup winser waz due to begin,
A massive tropical downpour forced
arganizers 1o delay the start of The
Unveil” as fans ook cover or waited
out the rala in their cars,

The event started avound twa hours

your career,”
chester Unil

added in Sp
crewd. Miam

inally scheduled u||1|
wot but defighted fans chanting Mes:
same a5 the lights dimeed on the ver-
ue. The dub's cogwner David Bedi-
i opened the ceremony saying Mes
sis arrival was a “dream comse true”,

“Len, we are w0 proud that you have
chesen our chub lor the next stage i
said the former Man
mited player whose move to
MLS's Los Angeles Galaxy in 2047 was
league's provieus biggest arrival,
"Welcome lo our Bmily Leo,” Beciham
Lo roars from the

Mas then whipped the

hiz own bilingsal speech. “Tonight &=
a it and celebration to the city that
spened its arms Lo my family”
the

said

Cuban-American  businessman.
i are: doing this in the rin.
wter!” he added,

“This i our mument! Our mrment Lo
change the focthall Bndscape m thes
country” be sidded, befare miroducmy
Miessi as "Your new number 10, Amerk
ca's mumber 107, Messi, who arrived in
Mami on Tuesday with his amily and
caused a viral semsation afler beng
phstographed shopping with them in
& local supermarket, thanked the sup-
porters, “Thank yoa very much to all
the peaple for supparting me ace give
g e Lhis S, Tam very hapgy o be
here in Meami,” he saal.

*I really want ta start training, o
pete, Thave the same desire that T
ways had to compete, to want to win,
Lo help the cub continue to grow. 1
aim very hapgy to have chosen to come
to play in this city with my family, to
choase this project amd 1 have no donbt
that we are going to enjoy it a lot, we
are going Lo have a good G and very
geod thangs are going to happen,” he
said, Inter Miami, the battom club in
Major League Soccer, confirmed on
Saturday that the seventimes Ballon
d'0r wimner had signed a deal that will
keep him with the club until 2025,
The former Barcelons greal opted
to join Miami after his contract with
French club Paris SaintGermain ex
pired bast munth. - Agencies

ity owner Jorge
crow] g with

England announce
playing Xi for
fourth Ashes Test

NI ingland bave apmaunced the playing X1 for the
qun'n Ashes Test which will start at Ol TraHond on July
19, Vieteran pacer James Anderson will replace Ollie Rob-
inson for the feurth as England have decided o go with
four pacers to atiack Australin's batting. Anderson, 41, is
England's alltime leading wickettaker in Test cricket and
s just 12 wickets ahy of 7O career wickets in the longer
format. England squad for the fourth Test, Ben Stokes (c),
Ben Duckett, Zak Crawley, Mocen All, Joe Root :
Brook, Jonathan Bairstow, Chris Woakes, Mark Wond, Stu-
art Bread, James Anderson, Enghsh skipper Ben Stokes
priog to the thied Test said: "It's a good chanece for Jimmy
o bave o rest up and then gel seady to charge i from the
James Anderson End at Ofd Trafford,” Mocen AlR, just like
in the third . will bat at no. 3 after he asked the head
eoach Brandon MeCullum if he could bat at that position.

"When [ took the robe on [ asked for 10 other selfless erick-
eters.” England captain Stokes said post-mntch at Heading-
tey. "And that little moment of Mo going o Baz [MeCul-
tum] and sying, 'l want the opportunity’ is everything that
we're aboul 2s a team,” Now, with Ali moviey up to no. 3,
England will use Harry Brook — the here of the third Test
who scored B crucial un knock — at the o, 5 posiion
where his skills are best put to use. Avstralia currently lead
the fvematch series 21 and are just one win away from
cinching the series. While England will have all to play for
as they need 2 victory to take the series to the bt Test

Earlier in the third Test at Headingley, England secure:
an easy victory as they chased a target of 251 in the 50th
aver on day four. Despite a very easy el with two full
clays L6 chase, the Englishmen followed their “BazBall*
approach and decided to wrap it up withis 50 overs in
the second session of day four, Chris Woakes played an
important knock of 32 runs and scaled the victary for
thee hioals with a four.- Agencies

Son rules out Saudi
Arabia transfer

OTTENHAM Hotspur forward Son Heung-min

zaid he would have moved to Saudi Arabia to

continue his career if he wanted to but apted to
stay with the Premier League clob to redeem himsel!
after a disappuinting 202223 campaign. Son won the
Fremier League Golden Boot for most goals in the 2021-
2 seazon with 23 strikes but injuries and a loss of form
saw the South Korea international score only 10 times
Last season as Spurs finished eighth. The $1yearald
had been lmked with a locrative transler to Saud: Arabia
but at a press conference in Perth ahead of o preseason
friendly against Wost Ham United, he vowed to stay with
the north London side. "Probably if [ wanted to go ther:
(Saudi Arabia} | would be out there, not here,” he said
wilh a taugh. "I love playing football, Obvisusly money
i also important, bat I dream of playing in the Premier
League and still a lot of things to do. "Especially last
senson T suffered pliysically, This is not the Seony that
I kmoww. So 1 want Lo prove that this ssason that Fm the
Sonny that we all know. 1 want bo prove that to myset{ and
Twanl ta give hack to chb where T belong. - Agencies

Alcaraz needs

new rivals for
a new era

LOMDON: Navak Dijokovic was still trying to digest the
less of his Winbledon crown Lo Cardos Akaraz when one
reporter asked him whether Sunday's clash was the stact
of o grest rivalry, The irony was not lost on Djokevic whe,
despite still operating at his peak. i= I6yearsold and in
sight of the epd of his record-shredding career. *1 would
hape: 8o, b my sake.* the Serb sai. “He's going to be on
the tour for gquite some e, 1 don't kknow how Jong Tl
be around,” Djokovic's rivalries with Roger Federer and
Bnfa Nadal, not to mention Andy Murray, have captival-
ed the sport for close Lo two decades, bul lime = agsinst
him farming another one with Alcaraz, so Sunday’s fiveset
died should be savoured, He plaped Federer S1 tines, 17
of them at majors; Nadsl on 58 occasions, 18 of them

jors and Murray 3 times with 10 of them at Grand
Slam level. Advertisement + Scrall o continue Si far he

has ficed the 20yearold Alcarax three times, Certainly
the prospect of another showdown st US Open in o fow
weeks (s exciting. but whether of sot 23-time Graml Slam
ehampion Diokovie can stretch his career long enough to
battle Alcarar on 3 regular basis is questionable. “1 think
it's gond far spart, one and two in world facing each ather
w fvehours, liveset thrillers. Couldn't be better lor our
eport in general, 5o why not® Djokovic sald. - Agencles

Gimenez raced into the penalty area, spinning away from one defender and beating
another before slotting a left-footed shot past Panama goalkeeper Orlando Mosquera

LOS  ANGE Santin-
go Gimener scored the
game-winner mimites after
entering the match Sunday
as Mexico beat Panama 1.0

er became an instant hera.
After han Anderson’s cruss
wto the Mexico penalty
area was blocked, Mexico's
Orbelin Pineda came away

TAO00 at Safi Stadum,
home of the NFL's Los An.
peles Rama and one of the
venues tabbed for the 2026
World Cup to be hosted by

nament after Dhege Cocen
was sacked last manth.
Caocea was fired affer & dis-
appointing Nationa Leagoe

et

for the Gold Cup, Mexicans
sometimes do not believe

saves i mapid succession,
ane from Pineda and one

much in the process, but  from  Martin
even if we had lost the fi  threatened in [
nal today, | think we should 1y time, bot Anil

to win a recordextending
ninth  CONCACAF  Gald
Cup coown. The final of the
regional champiosship for
Morth and Central America
and the Caribbean was a

fastpaced physical affair be-
tween a Mexico team enger
b mawve o from recent dis-
appeintments and a Fana-

pearance in the finals,

Gimenez started on the
beneh in favour of Henry
Martin and, with the match

with the ball and passed to
imenez at midfield.
Glmenez raced

the

and beating ancther befare
alotting a leflfooted shot

Panama  goalke nv:r
Orlando. Mosguera. It
indescribahle,
wabl I b8 irm et
the group came together
to move forward. I'm not
aaying it with words, it was
seen with the title,”

His fourth goal in 18 m

desdbocked, was brought on
i the 85th minute.

Thi minutes Tater the
rold Feyenuard strik-

sparked freszied celebra
tins amang the largely
proMexico crowd of nearly

Jnime:

the United States, Canada
and Mexico. Mexico added a
aisth Gold Cup title to thess
i owion i 1963, 1906, 1004,
2003, 2009, 2011, 2015 and
2018, The United States
own seven Lifles. bal were
stunningly eliminated by
Pasama in & penalty shoot-
out during the semfinals,

“We knew Ehat we wen: play
g o go dawn in the history
of natioesl socoer aed o
poetunities must be seized,”
said Mexica's interim coach
Lozana, who  had
‘coachid Mesicn ta Olympic
Bronze at the Tolyo Games
in 2021 amd was brought
in for the Godd Cup tour

campaign, which fa
Mexico's failure to advance
from the group stage at the
Warkl Cup in Qutar. "We
have said it from day ose,
Jaime understands very well
what it means to represent
Messco, he understads the
player very well, he gets
U best out of each plaver
and that is reflected on the
field,” goalkeeper Guillermo
ks, who won a fdth Gold
Cup title, said of Lozaivo.

Lozano himself refused 1o
be drawn on whether he
thaught he'd ean
permanent job with a
American World. “This de-
cishon is not up to me,” he
said, “T sigmed a contract

evaluate many ather things,
nat only the fnal resilt.

T we trust in the process,
the resiis will be innsense
|, better.” Mexico thaught
'l seized the lead
Ih: 33rd mumste when an
aftack busched by a long
clearance from gralkeeper
Guillermo Ochea ended with
Martin skipping onto a cross
from Luss Reano and frmg
& leftfocted shot from the
center of the boy into Moz
quern's nes, Tt took s
minates before a VAR review
demed Martin was alfsde.
Ten manutes later Mos
quera kept the scone level
35 he came up with two

shet went just wide of the
left post. Panama avaided
a damaging reduction to
Uk men in the G3ni misute
when  Harohd  Cummings
was shiwn 3 second vellaw
carl for iripping Piseds
only for referee Said Mar
tinez to-quickly rescind it
After Antuna tested
quern with a hesder in the
Gbth miseile, Pamam e
sponded with 2 header from
Jose Fajrdo that Oclson
controlled.  Panama's Edgar
Harcenns came diose with a
Jongrangs shot m the 87th
but Thomas Christiansen's
Canalmen had o answer 1o
Gimenes's sirike, ~Agencies

Lahore sit-in
ratified Dubai
decisions:
Qureshi

Forn Pace 01

He said it was quite clear
now that new caretaker
prime minister would be af-
filiatesd to which party. "It is
preplanned that what type
<|F caretaker setup will be
talled,” he sai

'\l'h-r b 1o decide the o
litical Tuture of Pakistan®
The leaders of the two ma-
jor parties have to da i or
the rght will be given o
the peaple? he aske e
aid that mmittee on
electoral reforms bad been
formed upder the chairman-
ship of Ayaz Sadig which
were trying to finslise the
reforms in haste,

Qureshi said PTI was om
impurtast stakeholdes. PTI
should also be taken mio
confidence. He =il Raja
Risz was a o called lead
er af the oppasition in the
Mational Assembly. Queeshi
further said some cracks
were visible in Istehkam - e
- Pakistan Party (PP}, Tt
appears that the TPP is go-
ing Lo sulfer fram stability
issues,” Shah sid,

Election
on 2017

From Pace 01
party @ & stakehalder i the
grrnment — said the pop-
ulation of Karachi is amand
30 million, which was about
14.9 millicn in the 2017 cen
zus, and his party would ot
accept fipares Jess than thls
The MEM-F leader vowe
resist the move after Isteri-
ar Minister Rana Saraullah
anmnnced that the govers-
momt would not potify the
recently concluded censis s
the results are pat anthentic
and the Election Commission
of Pakistan needs st least
fiar maonths to complete the
defimitation process.

Under laws, the census is
done after every 10 wears,
but the last one becomes
controversial, and
L] i to conduct @ fresh
exercise 1o address reserva.
tions and carry out a fresh
delimitation process. How-
ever, ubjections were rised
ta the enumeration by the
Sindh  povernment  and
MQMP. Demanding to sec
tify the flaws in it, they re-
fused to accept the results.

Khattak
launches...

Fros Pace 01

“Attempts are being made
o destroy the  stamding
crop of demotracy in the
country with & locust horde
of 14 parties,” the party
spokespersoa added in a
statement. “In pofitics, the
alflicials of the “Department
of Agriculture’ are working
hard day aed night in the
challenge  of  cultivating
thesss new crops.”
Taking a dig at the forms
tinn of the [stehkamyPaki
stan Party in Lahore, the
PTI said: “That seed turned
aul rotten and was grount
into the soll even bel
harvest.” Similady, it said:
“The seed in KP called “Par:
lamentarian” will also be
washed away in the fu main
o public rection,”
theless, the party said ||
was grateful to the ‘Dme\rl-
menl of Agriculluse’ its
atafl fur “exposmg the dlrl}
wpge involved in bebimd-the
=cenes conspimcies and sep-
arating them from FTI

UN chief
‘deeply’ regrets
Russia's
decision

UNITED NATIONS: UN Sec
retaryGonenl  Antenio Ga-
terres said Manday he dﬁ'p
™ regrets the deci _
Risssian Federation to mmu
natethe mml.ur-_-ulnwu uf
the Black Sea Inkimtive, whi
includes the withdmwal ||I’
Fumsion security grarantess
af navigation in the sorthwest
ern part of the Black Ses,

The breakdown of the
wrain Inititive,
the United

and Turkey, threat-
ened to drive global fo
prices hack up ns the war
in Ukraine yrinds on, now
i its 17th month follewing
the Russkan isvasion. "The
Bussians sent a letier this
marming to the Joint Coor
dmation Center m Istanbul
announcing the lerminaton
af their participation in the
Bhn.l. Sea Initiative,
N

mive b suspend the grain

export deal, the UN chiel
warned that hamdreds of
milllions face hunger and the
consumers that are confront-
ing a global coslaltiving en
ais “will pay the price.”
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NEW DE
millien people, a
|u.m.-n( of India’s populs
enchped poverty in the
ﬁw. wars to March 2021 &
government  mport found
an Monday. Bural acsas maw
the stroagest ()l m poven
iy, according to the stad
which used the United
Rations' Mllhv:hlr.rﬂ:mmli
Poverty Index (MPI), based

an 1% mdicators such as
imalnuts wdvica-tion,
and sanitation. If people are
drnnvl.d in three or mare
. they are identified
WP poar” “Improve-
ments i |n|rri|i.u|. yours
aof schoaling, sanitation and
cacking fuel played 7 signif
icand role in bringmg down
poverty,” said Suman Bery,
vice-chairman of the NITI
Auyng,  the  governmont
thinktank that  released
the report, The percentage
af the pepalation lwvieg in
poverty fell 1o 15 percent
in 201821 from 25 percent
in 2015/16, according to the
repert, which was based on
the 201821 National Family
Health Survey —Agencies

Wildfire
scorches
9,000 acres
on La Palma

OVIEDD: The wildfire on
the Spanizh island of La Pal-
ma charred at least 3,600
hectares (8,856 acres) of
Land and [oresl over the
weekend, cial head
Sergio Redriguez ssid on
Monday., The wildfire be-
Fan Satnrday and forced
arund 4,200 people Lo
evacuate their homes On
Sawday sight. around 2,000
were given permission tn
return, Rodriguez said that
the weather conditions iy
peoved Sunday night bt
tald Spanish  broadcaster
Antenad that the wildfire
remains active and out of
cx-nl.ru'l He said the most
g areas are sround
and the Caldera
l1‘|nnu||e- National Park.
Around 500 firefighters and
U airernft are continuing Lo
fight the blaze. While the
fames ripped through a
ot of forested area an the
socalled “Green lsland,”
they alae destroyed several
s and businesses.
Nancy Castro, who saw hee
Home, bidega and vinepard
in the area destroved on
Susday, told local meds
outlet Canarias? that che
was “in shock,”

*Insurance will gve us man-
v, but there was 25 years
af work there thal has disap-
pedred, and o one will give
back to ws,” saml Castri.
“1t’s like we're cursed ... La
Palma still hasn't recovered
from the valcane, and new
we have this. Emotionally,
it's really tough."-AFP

S. Korea
president
for changing
approach
to extreme
weather

SEOU Sauwth Korea's
president vowed Monday
ta “completely  overhaul®
the country’s appreach to
extreme weather from cli
mate change, after at least
40 people were killed by re-
cent looding and landalides
during momsoon sains, Res
cug workers waded through
thick mui as they drained a
flaoded underpass in cen
tral Cheongu, searching
Icq ||m,e victims after ve-
e trapped in the
hlnml b_| rlm floads, the
interior ministry said, with
wine people still missing
nathomwide.  South Kores
is ot the peak of its sum-
T MOnsoan seasa, and
rain fave
cansed widespread (looding
and landslides, with rivers
bursting their banks, and
reservairs and doms over
flowing. More rain & fore
cast i the coming days.
“This kind of extreme
wenther event will become
commonplace — wa must
accept climate change is
happening, and deal with
i, Presidest Yoon Suk
Yeol said during an emer-
Fency response  mecting
Monday, The iden that e
treme weather linked Lo o
mate change “is an anomaly
and can't be helped needs

completaly  over-
", he said, cilling
“extrmordinary  deter

to improve the
preparedness and
A

France to support Afghan

refugees in Iran, Pak

istan

In Pakistan, EUR 2 million will enable UNHCR to boost primary and secondary
level education, strengthen skills and vocational training, and reinforce access to
public health care in host communities in 2023

reinforce access to public
h!.l]lh L.l!t' in hast oo

worth EUR 3 million to sup-
port UNHCR, the UN Ref-
ugee Agency for its critieal
programmes for Afghans
in the lslhmic Repobfics
of Iran and Pakistan. The
funding will enabde the
agescy 1o intensily the
provision of lifusaving ns-
sistance and protection for
same of the most wlnera-
ble refugees and their local
host eommimnities, said &
pross rolesse issued here
on Monday. In Pakistan,
EUR 2 mullion will enable

on supporling women and
girts. This funding comes in
addition to another contr-
bution of EUR 2 milion for
2022 activities, which has
alrendy delivered results in
e ares ol increasing girds”
Aceoss to education and
expanding skills troining
for women. In Iran, France
has allocated EUR 1 mil
lin to support uvucxs
PrOgrAMm
This mmnhhmu will hLID
strengthen anyoing efforts
Lo provide lifesaving assis-
tance io Afghans and host

UNHCR to boos primary
and secondary level educs-
tion, stropgthen skills and
wvoeztional  training, and

communities, including
Aceess to-essentiol health
care, education, and pro.
Lection services, This new

fusding s i addition b2
simalar coatribation of EUR
1 miltion for UNHCR Iran
in 2022, UNHCR deeply ap-
preciated Framee for their
unwavering support in ad
dressing one of the world's

mest  onduring  refugee
erises.  This funding rep-
resents France’s  recog-

mition of the urgent need
Lo alleviate the solfering
of millions of Afghans af-
fected by displacement
while emphasizing the im
portance of isternational
solidarily and  responsi
bility-sharing in finding
solutions te their plight
French  Ambassador  to
Iran, Micolas Roche, mot-
ed that, “by conlributing
to UNHCR's work in [ran
for the second year in a
row, we are committed
Lo suppurting the Afghan

peaple driven oul of their
counlry

following  the
lopments in /

restience of the local Ira-
nian population thraagh
this assistance.” One of
UNHCR's top 10 d
France is & com
partoer providing predict-
able and flexible contri-
butions, In 2022, some
20 por cent of the anmual
contribution from France
wis  earmarked,  giving
UNHCR eritical flexibility
to pddress emerging o

ses or underfunded situ-
atioms. lran and Pakistan
host over 9.2 mllion Al
ghans af varying statuses,

istered refagees. Many of
them have left their coun:
try, propelled by insecuri-

Ly, natability and grinding
paverty.

EEOUES
economies, hoth Tran and
Pakistan,
refugee incluive pulicies,
have demonstrated a com-
mitment to uphalding the
principles  of hospitality
and pratection. The inter-
natiomal commumity must
rally bebingd and support
hanistan's neighboring
cruntries, enabling them
to maintain and further

through  their

ber's  Global  Reluges
Forum, the funding alsa
reflects France's commit-
ment to increasing coap-
eration and salidarity with
relugees and affected host
countrigs. “I's import
thal communities hosting
Afghan refugees are not
forgotten ond  continue
to see the misroational
contribution towards lo
cal  essential r¥ices,”
. UNHCR is
committed to supporting

expand their
paolicies. “Our suppart s
& mesture of solidarity and
gratitude for the four dec-
atles of hospitality extend.
ed by the governments
sl pecple of Pakistan for

]
countries and  providing
protection to millicns of
Afghan women, men, and
children, and with the sup-
part of the government of
France, the fusding will

help enzure that this work
«can mot only. coatinue bat
expund in the coming
yeurs.

Afghan refugees,” noted
Nicolas Galey, Ambassa-
dar of France to Fakistan.
A coconvensr al Decem:

EU, Latin America
seek to tackle
climate issues

BRU'SSELS: The European Uiion aed Latin American cous-
ot e seeking o tackle dimate and trade Bsues. {ngether.
“We want to work hard, hand m hasd with yoo to address
the biggedt challesges af our tmes bow b larther consect
our peogle, how 10 lurther consect our businesses, how 1o
dle-risk, strengthen and diver sify our supply chains, and how
tor modernize our cconomacs in ways that reduce inequalities.
and benefit all,” EUl Commission President Ursula von der
Lésyeen sl 1t juvint niesws conference with Brasilzn presdent
o Monday | Brussels. “All of this s withis resch § we get
the MercosurEL sgreement across the finishing line.” she
stressed and added that the aim is to get to a win-win sits-
ation benefiting both sides, Von der Leyen also anzannced
that the EU will myest further in favor of the locl comme
nities, cresting better jubs in Latin Americe und the Carib-
bean, Brazilian President Luiz Inacie Lula da Silva sid, for
hi= part, that his country & secking & deeper partnership
with the EL, nat oaly aboul trade but also about the dimate
tssue. He saitl that Brasil “has 3 strong focs on prodoe.
ing renewable energies.” “Roughly 87% of our electricity
is from renewnble sowrces, and 50% of our overall encrgy
production is from renewable sources, a5 compared to 15%
in the reat af the wordd,” Luta added, stressing thal enengy
and climale Lransition = now a prionly for Brazil. The pres.
ident annminced that bk country will adopt o detailed en-
ergy iramsition program in August. He ensured that Bruzil
will meet itz climate and deforestation commitmeats, EU
leaders and leaclers [rom the Community of Lalin American
and Caribbean States (CELAC) have mithered 1o discuss
business and development topics in Brussels —APP

HM King Hamad hails
solid, Bahrain, Pak ties

DNA
This came as HM King
revedved Gen, Elisan ol
Hag, Former Chairmas of
Fakistans foint Chieds of
Stalf Committee

MANAMA: HM Kiing Kam-
ad bin Iza Al Khalifa, the
Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces praised

the solid ties between
Bahrain - and  Pakistan,
highlighting the strength

of bil:
various sectors,
ing military and defence,
This came az HM King
received Gen. Ehsan ul
Hag, Former Chairman
of Pakistans Joint Chiefs
of Staff Committes. The
National Guard President,
General Shaikh Moham-
med bin Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifn was present.

| with Feridun Hadi Sinirli

\
NASA's space
telescope
Ll
ever ‘dark
stars’
NEW YORK: Scientists
analyzing phtographs tak-
en by NASXs James Webb
Telescope  have
spotied three brght super
massive objects that could
be “dark stars.” Citing an
article  published in the
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences, US-
based - business  magzine
Forbes reported that the
three objects that initinliy
lavk

resemblod  palavies,
like diffuse puffy objects se-
sembling dnr’k stars on clos-

e inspection, According to
the repart, these dark stars
have been theoretical until
now and are thought to be
up to 10 hillion times &8
Bright 25 the sun, and “ex
isted early in the unierse
bedore the kinds af stars we
see today could form.” *if
the three candidate ‘dark
stars’

GSZ1340, Sl 24
and JADESGS#114then
as well az revealing dark
matter it would help cos
melogists sabve @ riddle
about  JWET's es af
‘cosmic dawn',” the report
said. “It's finding bots of
galaxies that are too big
ta exist sa soon after the
Big Bang. if the standard
model of cosmology is fo
be believed.” Forbes akin
quoted the coauthor of the
research and the director of
the Weinbery Institute for
Theoretical Physics, Katl
erine Freese as saying
“Discovering a new type of

| star is prelty interesting
| all by itself, but discover

img it's dark matter that's
powering lh| —tha( would
be huge."—A'

Iran ready
to back any
initiative on
Afghanistan

TEHRAN: Imaian Foreigs
Minister Hossoin Amir-Ab-
dallahian has  annoanced
the lsbamic Republic's read-
Imess to costribute to the
alvancement of regional
initiatives oa the issue of
Afghanistan ander the aus
pices of the United Natiors.
Amir-Abdollshian made the
rensarks during & meoti

cretary-ren-
eral's Special Coardinatar
for the ind dent assess

g, the L

NEEC-2023 give roadmap for
measures to conserve energy

with four key areas name
ly, power sector (energy
& gas), budding codes,
transport and apriculture,
said MDD NEECA who pave
a detailed point by point
wverview in these particalas
areas and infarms the andi-
ence while preparing the
prlicy mput was taken from
all the stakeholders, foreign
donors, experts from public
amd private sectors. The

StarF REPORTER

ISLAMABAL: Pakistan can
aave up Lo PRR $6.4 ballon
by adopting  behnvioural
and structaral changes with
regard L energy conserva
tion. The National Energy
Efficiency & Conservation
Authority  (NEECA) bas
prepared a roadmap for
this huge task to be ac

cormplshed wath SEtel  wodd, said Dr Mohzzan,
stubcholders,  minisiries, o TSNy 3d0pting

energy efficiency and can
servation as tup priority
amil Pakistan would have to
ultimately adopt it svone
r.llhe-r than later, Energy
conservation, he said, nat
only reduced burden an
exchequer, it also support-
ed climate mitigation and
adaptation. Abmve all, it is
consumerfriendly and can
redieve burden of exorbitant
utility bills on the masses
NEECA under the
ship af Prof Ahsan lqbal
and Shahid Khagan Abbasi
worked on warfooting to

corporate partners, forein
dunors, provincial govern-
ment and the relevant e
tities, These views were
expressed by Managing
Director (WD) of the NEE-
CA D Sardar Mohazzam on
Mondsy while sharing with
the media the contoirs of
National Emergy
Comservation
(NEEC) Policy 2023 and
t|1= National Activn Plan
20123 recently approved by
the Foderal Cabinet,

The NEEC presently deals

cader-

prepare the draft poficy and
afler that within one month
o mational acthon plan was
adopted and spproved by
the Cahinet, he said. the
NAP enabled us to ap
proach danors, be sxid

Divector of the NEECA Fasih
Haider theough a presentation
briefed the medin abost the
mlient features of the NEES
Pulicy and the Action Plan.
The NEEC Policy 2023 he
axnal lsad Boie sebent regubito-
¥ festtures, including ensring
complance with  mimimm
evengy  perfirmance  stad
ands and lsbeling reginees for
elecirie (Fans, Ar Condition-
ers, Refngertors,  Motars,
LEDs) and e applances
(Geysers, mpace hesters, cook
stoves), equipmest, and prod-
ucts, It also mandates enengy
conservation hulding codes,
mandatory energy andits for
facdities amd business opers
tions of desgnsted consum-
urs, ancreditation of testing
Inboratories, and the develop
ment of mdustrial assessment
centers in collsboration with

universities in the indestrial
hubs of the country, Other
features of the policy include
the mendatory procurenent
of epergyefficent squipment
in ol public procarements
by incorporiting Minimesm
Energy Performarce Stasd
arils (MEPS) in FPRA rules,
evantion of energyefficent
appmnces during hesic fod
pradiling for electricity or e
CONEECLion  BCOSS  Commer
chl. household, industrial, s
riculbure seciors, ban on the
manufacharing af inefficent
lighting  lie  imcandescent
buke, all kinds of high-iten
sy discharge agd fluorescent
lamys, and setting the eneny
sandards and recommending
preferential we of enengy. To
day, we stand humbled over
the momuenental achisvemsent
of NEEC Polbicy and NAFP, he
saieh il 0 e pubilic
campign o sooml  meds,
et aind electrvie would be
lsunched o that pubfic could
be made wed aware of # and
thes we would move towards
implementation stage,

Reviving climate
diplomacy: Kerry
holds talks in China

BENING: U climate envay John Kerry held four haurs of
talks with his Chinese counterpart in Beijimg on Monday,
reviving stalled diplomacy on reducing planet-warming
emiasiens, Climate talls betwesn the two higoest green-
house gas emitters came to & halt last year after Nancy
Pedosi, then speaker of the LS Hoase of Representatives,
enraged Beijing by visiting self-raled Taiwan, which Chi.
& considers to be part of its territory. Kerry, a former
secretary of state, has enpoved comparstively condial
amd consistent relations with China despite Washington
and Beijing Iocking horms over Taiwan and other issues.
Chinese state media said Kerry met his Chinese counter:
part Xie Zheahua in Beiieg. “Xie Zhenhus, China’s spe-
cial eavoy for climate change affairs, concluded his talks
with John Kerry, the spocial emay of the US president
far climate imaes, which lasted for azound foar hours,”
state broadcister CCTY said. 1t did ot give any forther
details; Bedjimg said after the talks "cdimate change is a
common challenge faced by all mankind”. China would
“exrhange views with the United States on ismes refated to
climate change, and work together to meet challenges and
mmprove e wellbeing of currest and fiture genemtives®,
fareign minstry spobespersen Mao N zaad, U5 National
Security Advisor lake Sullivan todd CNN oa Susdsy Kerry
wouall pross Boiing not to “hide behind an kiee of claim that
qu:dwdnmmuwkm u| udr;:: stow-pall efforts to cut
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DUBAL: Japanese Prime Minister Fumic
Kishidn arrived m the UAE on Monday to
discuss cooperation va clean bydrogen, an
memia and recycled carbon fuels ahead of thes
year's UN dimate talles in Dubai, Kishidas
wisit to the: United Arab Emirates, which will
host COPZS in NovemberDecember, is part
af the first Gull tour by 3 fapunese premier
since the labe Shinzo Abe in 2020, Japan re-
Fres almast entirely on imports far its crsde
ail, with Ssudi Arshia, the UAE and Qatar ac-
countimy for the balk of ts supplies, As the
Asan cramtry meresses the role of resews
bles in ifs energy mix, the Gull states, fon,
are moving more towards chesner enenzy
soarces, Kishida flew in from Saudi Arsbia,
where be met de fcto leader Crown Prince
Mokanmsed bin Salmas on Sunday, After
Elkes with UAE President Sheikl Mohanumed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan in Abu Dhabi, he wil
head to Qatar on Tuesday. The Japanese P
ks 10 alfer fapan's “eltingedge decitboni
sation techmokagies" as part ol a green enengy
mitintive: for the Middle East, i
apen ktter carried by the UAE
news agensy. Tokya's ymbassy confirmed the
comments. Under the inilztwe, the UAE and
Jupm will be well placed 1o collsborate in
e rebated fields of hydrogen and ammenia
production ard wiilisstion as well as carbon
secycling”, Kishida added. As the oikrich UAE
gears up 1o host the COPZS United Nations

COPzEs,”

dimate talks, many countries remain far
apart on ways to reduce foesil fuels and the
bl warming they ciuse, “Japan will work
closely with the TAE tows

Kishida said, On Morday,
Mohammed said he held “lruitfl and con-

structive d

sgions" with Kishida in Abu
[¥habi on “developing bilatersl relations
and advancmyg Lhe comprehensive strategic
partnership between dur two countries”,

O Sanday, Kishida discussed energy secu-
rity and decarbonisation with senior Saudi

afficialz including Prince Mohammed in
the Red Sea city of Jeddah, offi s
atalements sand. During the meeting
Prince Mobammed, Tokyo and Saudi Ara-
bia ngreed to launch lh( “Lighthouse In-
itiative for Clean Energy Cooperativn,”
according te the official Saudi Press
Agency. “The initsative will support the
ongoing efforts that Saudi Arabia i un
dertaking to become a hub for clean en-
ergy.” =aid @ joint stotement carried by
SPA on Monday. 1t will focus on 2

carbon [uels and carbon capture L
ogy. the statement said, Saudi Ambi
higgest il exporter 4o Japan, fulfi
percent of s tolal needs, the kingdon's
Energy Minister Prince Abdulazie bin Sal.
man said an Sunday. “The Kingdom, based
on its commitment ta the strategic relativn-
ship with Jspan in the field of enery, will
cuntismue Lo ensure e sscurity of vl auppbies
o Japan,” he siid, i comments gublished on
his ministry's website, During Kishi i
Sandi Arabis and Tokyo signed 26 conpers-
thon sgreements, inchading in the Tields of en-
sengy aned green enengy, sccording L Uhe slite
run Al Ekhburiya TV, The ssemember Gull
Cooperation Council and Japan on Sundiy
also announced the resumption of Free Trado
Agreement (FTA) negotiations, according
toa GOC ststement. —Agencies

ment process on Afghask
stan, on Manday,

He said the formation of
an inclusive povernment
in Afghansstan and fighting
apainst tercorism e sk
portant, emphasizing the
need b support regional
initiatrves, particutady the

framework of neighbors,
in order to resolve the
challenges in the wartorn
country. “Afghanmistan

needs wrpent solations and
il the mlermlumal oM
nity.
attention to the security
challenges of this country
cansed by the movements
of terrarist groups, its neg-
ative  comsequences  will
pet the region and the
world,” the top [ranian dip:
Tomal said.-Agencies
S TR ]
China's
economy
misses growth

forecasts
HONG RONG: China's oo
nomic growth missed fore
casts in the second qua
ter of the vear, adding
Wwarries aver sUrging youth
unemplayment and o weak
property sector and mising
the lHelihood the govers
ment will doable down
suppart for the fltering
past COVIDA8 recovery,
The warld's second kargest
economy grew at 4 6.3% as-
noal pace in the Apritjune
quarter, much slower than

| the 7% phes growth analysts

had fusecast given the ane
e pace of sctivity the year
hefore.  Unemployment  of

| pauths aged 16 to 24 rose

o a record ZEEN in June,
up freim B0.8% the month be
fore, Investment |n propesty
development. & vital drver of
hoth industrial and consumer
lermand, sank T4% i the first
half af the vear compared 1o
a yuar eardser in A troubling
=ign of porsisting weakness
in an indistry that slowed
even before the mndenic
s the government. moved 1o
el in evcessive borrowing.
Officinls have adknowledged
that the scanomy i facing
still beadwinds, bt sid
they expected growth Lo stll
reach the ruling Communist
Party's official
year of abaut
ment will adjsst policees 1o
stabilize growth, National Ba.
reau of Statistics spokesman
Fu Linghui said at & news

| conference Monday—DNA



