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Election
campaign
from Punjabh
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LAHORE: The I"|L|nun Mm

over
== safe h

|!"\-]]th| e |
an |
that |

the party's
point” for its eloction cam-
paign. Addressing A press §
canference, Interi i

be

i
w atarting |
campadgn from l
Punjab today.” He pledged |
10 launch the electoral pro- |
cems with verve, saying the
PML-N mndld.utm will ber

1

L

any is 146 of the |
sembly and 29
members of the provin
aasembly will represent the
N in all constituen. |
that |
wiald be very “litthe §
s "l\--[':"|:"__Ll‘n’lf:','l_‘."d’"’" | SpEciaL CORRESPONDENT
QUETTA: Th
Elections

country's armed forces have

| expressed serous comcerns on the safe be
.. ‘wens and liberty of action available to banped
dEClSlVe f()]_‘ shreeleTaliban Pakistan (TTP) in Afghan-

| wtan, This was sail dadng Chiel of Army
| Staff [COAS) General Sved Asim Munir's
wisit to Quetta Garrison on Friday, where he
= attack in
FasaL SUEIKH | v, military's medin wing, the 1SPR, said
RAWALPINDL Awarrti Mus, | 10 # statement. “It i expected Uit interim
lim ¢ engue | Afzhas Government would aut allow the use

(AML} chief § of its s0dl to perpetra
Shoeikh| cowt,inthen
Roashid] mitments made in Daba Ag

Continued on Page 06

politicians

nI|n¢'w|ﬂ| com-
sement,” it sid.

Afghan govt warned

Army fumes |

TTP
avens

“Terrorist attacks are intolerable,
would elicit effective response
from securlty forces,” says ISPR

Top terrorist
commander
killed in
Afghanistan

Nazir SiyaL

KARACHI: The Karachi ‘emir’ of the
banned Jamastul Ahrar (Jud), M-
hammasd Duadzai, was shot dead by
unknown gunmen in  Afghanistan
on Friday, confirmed sources with-
in the proseribed Tehrech-o-Taliban
Pakistan ({TTP). The sources said

that the chief was gunned down in
Sharana city of Paktiks province.
The militant commander belonged to
the Pindiali Tehsil of Mohmand [Hs-
triet, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-F). He
was appointed as the Karachi emir
several years ago by a former Jud
chief. The notorious commander was
wanted by the Pakistani authorities
for his alleged involvement in several
attncks, extortion and target killings

Continued on Page 06

JAKARTA: Foreign Secretary Dr. Asad M. Khan paid a courtesy call on the Indonesian President Joko

Widodo. The Foreign Secretary conveyed good wishes of the Pakistani leadership to President. -DNA

COAS in
Iran on
two-day
official
visit

Will discuss
defence, security
cooperation

Starr RErort
RAWALPINI Chief  af
Army Stefl General Syed
Asim  Munir on Friday
ched Tran on a twoday
al srding to
ervices  Public
{ISPR), COAS
Traminn soldicrs
adership. “The
will exchange
thoughts o IlLr-‘IIu.'aﬂI] 8-

the Inters
Relations

ing elbec 1
sive for politicians, saying |
the ruling coalitien will fice |
a political crisis. Taking Lo |
T\mm the formes mtew

PM breaks

with the International Map-
etary Fund (IMF) when th
tenure of the “guest actoss” |
wis nearing its end. He said

the ruling pariners wasted |
a whole year while claiming |

to bave o “Plan B and Plan | DNA

| MIAKWALI: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sha-
{ rif Friday broke ground on the 1200 MW
Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit 5 {C
5) in Miaowali, which i likely to be com-
| pleted in seven to eight years at @ cost o

{ around £3.48 billion, On June 30, 2023,
#5 1 the prime minister witnessed the signing
| of the Memorandum of Understanding

Shehbaz says the

wisit Ry coun
people label them beggars,
Rashid sid. Lasl i
Prime  Minster  Shehbaz
Sharif, the AML chief sid
the premier spent has day |
delivering  spee and |
Imm>. vlwlmm‘ |

Picrures o Pace 2 & 3

Mal!} on the C5 project between China
National Nuclear Corporation Overseas
Ltd (CNOS) and lho Pakistan Atosic En-
ergy Commission (PAEC). Addressing the
| ground-hreakin mony at Chashma,
* the prime minister said the project should

. 5 be completed before the given schedule
Holiday Notice

g in misd the counlry's require
ments for clean and cheap energy sources.

ground on

Chashma NPP Unit-5

project must be

completed before the schedule

PML-N, PPP
agree over
caretaker setup

PML-N to suggest
more ministers

Starr Report

LAHORE: The bstan  Muslim
League-Nawnz (M and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) on Friday reached
consensus over the matlers of care-
taker setup and electoral reforma.
Sourcos divulged that during the me
ing in Dubai, PML-N supremo Nawnz
Sharif and former president Asif Al
Zardari discossed holding  elections.

Munir's

Garrison
he was br
terrorist attac]
military's meda wing, the
ISPR, aid in 2 statement,

Continued on Page 06
Pakistan

gets LNG

shipment offer

MenTan Prezany

ISLAMABALD: Just twa days
after Pakistan secured final
approval 10 borrow $3 hil-
lion frem the laternational
Mapetary Fund (IMF}, the
crisihil country's reguest

supplier for the fi
i more than one
manth, Pakstan failed Lo
secure LNG from the spot
market in its firsl sthempt
in about a year, a3 na sup-

The offices of daily plier seems to budge 10 the |ty and washed away standiag crops. the POMA's cantrod room was clessly mon
Islamahad  POST  shall Continued on Page (46 Continued on Page 06 Continued on Page 06 \ Sharing the evacuation data in a Twitter  torimy the water {low in the rvers,

Pak-Indonesia Business Council
FS hopes forum
will take bilateral
ties to new heights

Arsjad Rasjid P.M. says Pakistan an important
non-traditional trading partner of Indonesia

by promoting

itures, generating employment og-
partunities, and reducing poverty to build
prospemus and reaiient societies,
Is his keynote address, Chairman KA-
.\l-Jad Rasjid PM. noted that

DNA

JAKARTA: Fomign Secrotary D, Asad Ma-
jeed I(han witnessed the signing caremony
for the establishment of the Pakistas-Indo-
nesia Basiness Council, held on 13th July at
the Indonesian Chamber of Commerce and
ladustries (KADIN) in Jakarea.

umph

ized the immense potential for

Speaking on the occasion, the mutually beneficial econamic ties he-
Secretary. termed thoe establishment of  tween Pakistan and Indenesia and one
Indonesian Business Council as  derscored the importance of long-term

anl sbep ll:wmda deepening of
CCORDMIC CNgaEeme d unlocking the
wvast potential within Pakistandndonesia
| hope that the

collaboration to unlock the ustapped
potentral in both markets, He expressed
KADIN's readiness to host interactive
sossions and networking opportunitics
and to explore potential collaburation
and farming lasting partnecships.

(Over 14,000 evacuated )
from flooded areas

More rains forecast in the upper parts of Pakistan

scqei s e b visited
“Talwir Post relief casp nest
a Singh horder with Tndia in Kas-
rsee the rescus operations in the
villages surrvunded by
Meumuhil, the Fivod Forecasting Division
(FFD) i

copamic cooperation by improving busi-

Aggas Hasnm

LAHORE: Punjab caretaker Chief Minister
Moham Magel on Friday said aver 14,000
people had been evacuated by Rescue 1122
Erom the provings's food-affec TERE 50
Ear, Pakistan's al region has beon fac-
ing & flvod situation for days as the narth-
erm stales of India, where the catchment
ares of the Sutlej and Ravi rivers are lo-
cated, have witnessed torren
pours in the past week, Conseguently
India has been releusing more water to
wards the downstream areas i Pali:
A day ago, a rescue op Gn WA com
in the provinee's Kasur district
as water from the Sutlej River flooded 15
willages, deprived four others of electric

o

Satlej “River was. normal wil bath, the in
flow and cutllow, of water at 55,900 cusecs.
The upiate saxl there low-leved floodmg
at the point of Sulemanki headworks at the
Suthyj River, where the inflow and outflow of
waler were recarded at 67,012 o

a statement by e Provindal Dissster
ayement. Authority (POMA} ~ ssued
& Dhrector General Imoan O
said the Mow of wator at the
and Jhelum was normal and

o socount of weekly off
therefare there will be no
newspaper ot Sutday.
- Editor
Inside
US helps KP
strengthen Land
Records System
— Page 02
PM far promating
akilled based
vacational training
~ Page 03

ML-1railway line

Ansar M Brarm

SLAMABAL:  President Dr Arif Alvi and
Prime Minister Shebbaz Sharif have falie
itated Fronch Presidest Macron sa the
occasion of the French National Day. Pres
Ment Alvi extended warmest felicitations
an behalf of the peaple of Fakistan and on
his own behall to the people and il
ment of French Republic on the occasion
af the French Natinnal I In his lett
ta the President of the French Republic,
His Excellency Mr. Emimanuel Macron, the
o President wrote that Pakistan and Frasce
maugurated in Vitebsk 1 enjoyed condis
Page 07 | truse, communality

. i aperation in multilateral fora.
st A to the Ruadmap for Bilsteral Cos
sigied bn Febrsary this year, the President
sawl it wouild help strengthen vur multifac-
ctod cooperntion in areas such ns trade,

fimancial ln’mhlr’

— Page 05

sing Jabeur
third time

at Wimbledon
— Page 06

Facos of
Pak™ %

Pakistan w1shcs to further build on
its fricnd]y ties with French Republic

pespledopenple contacls, ed o,

Al pe and energy transition. T &
president odded that he was confidont
that umder President Macron's dynamic
leadership, we would take our bilateral
relationship o a higher level for the o
1l benefit of our twe countries

*T avad myzelf of this opportunity to con-
vey iy best wishes for your goad health
and happiness, and continued progress
and prosperity of the peaple of the ch
Republic ot conchided. Meag-
while, Pri Shehbaz Sharif also
extended to French Presdent,
In s i be sadd, “T extend my warm-
et gr HE. President Emmnvie]

Macron & the French people on their Ma-
tional Dy today. The day commemorates
the revolutionary struggle of the French
people that sesalted in the storming of
the Bastille and ushred im a new ern of
liberty, equality & fraternity. As Paki-
stanis wese experiencing the devastating

dz Last year, President Macros and his
ernment canwe forward with prompt
assistance. Equally prameworthy was the
French advocacy of climate chamge &
support to Pakistan during the Reailient
Paksstun Conference in Geneva, Pakistan
fusther build on its frendly
ties with French Republic,

=

dlverse;

My priority is to ensure, with our Pakistani partners, it is o
for the benefit of the Pakistaniz and France- Pakistan friendship

a
E. .

Likerrd +

r

ISLAMABALY: Federal Minister for Climate Change Sherry Rehman, Federal our twr

Minister for Religious Affairs Senator Talah Mahmood, Ambassador of
France Nicolas Galey, CEOQ Serena H
group picture on the occasion of the National Day of France. -

President, PM felicitate Macron on French National Day

National Day of France celebrated
. France, Pakistan relations

DNA

ISLAMABAILE Nicofas Galey
French Ambassador 1o Pa
kistan has ssid snce taking

promising: envoy

ha
worked tirelessly with  his
seam and Pakistani partners
1o stresgthen a bilaleral e
fatienzhip that he was hap-
|-y ta describe as friendly.
e and promising.

Tele

casion of the Nstional lJn
of Feance Amba:
bey sanl this rel
above all peditics mentine
ing the highlevel comtacts
aver the past year between
Prime Misistes Sharif and
President Maceon: in Sep-
tember 2022 at the UN Gen-
erl Assembly in New York,
where the French Presidest
wizhed to shew Frances full
idarity with Pakiston af
the tragic floads during
the summer, and last month
St for a
New Global Finnscinl Pact,
aders spoke in
suppart of a firer and mare

15 Aziz Boolani and others ina
Omline

Continued on Page 06
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US helps KP
strengthen
Land Records System

While in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Ambassador Blome also joined
Inspector d’eneral Akhtar Hayat and KP Police Officers in an
inauguration ceremony of the recently completed $17.2 million
Joint Police Training Center in Nowshera

sperson’s crucial mle in safegaarding  largest construction project ever
DNA wamen’s rights ta property and inher  completed by INL in Pakistan, Im-

itnee. “Witls the suppart of USAID,  plemented by the UN Development

PESHAWAR: The US. government the Board of Revense of Khyber P~ Program (UNDP), the completion of

is partnesing with the Government
af Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to strength-

khtunkhwa &= entirely digitizing the project has enabled 1

land records system in the seven center to increase its training capac:

subdivisiens of the Newly Merged ity to 170 personnel al one time.

Dibstricts, prd management T ansleucte d

will be |, benefiting
by

pramoling ecanomic lumtlh and in

vest ) h--{]lh Illlll men's Anel women
of the M ¥ hostels, and a multi-purp
ceremony in Peshawar attended by - accoracy, amd Ambassador Blame -and MIANWALL: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif signing a commemorative hoard during
basmdor Blome oo July 13, the  [hramullah K General of KP Police Hay the ground-breaking ceremony of the Sth anit of Chazshma Nuclear Power plant (C-5) in Chaghma,
Agency for Internat of the Board i aedl an agreement Mianw A
apment {USAID Khyber I"«I.Inunkhw-l Ambassador |n| ion in 1fe-saving arn ~

warth af equip
af Revenue, sugmi
ty for accurate land measurement

Blome alsa joined Inspector Genernl
Akhtar Hayat and KP Police Olficer:
In 20 mauguration ceremony of the

bulbetpraaf
to the KP Pulice.
At the L, Ami

ests, and hel

River Sutlej
still flows in

Towns, district councils’

assador Blome

The United States also ansounced a £17.2 million costmant will have I “ “ 0
new vmnm»hu it LQIUIML' the tJm Training Center in Now- impact.  The

e i e e i ow floo budget increased by 50%
training to o mhmlspe-rmr aff nn #nd of the 12year anjt'LI funded and Un.- wril |>fg-y\exn’|lunl AMABALE The Feder
women's rights and land seitlement by the 115, Bureau of Internation-  in remote a governed areas | Flood Commission (FFCY | BARACHE:  Sindh defective o nosfunctioral  started meetings with the
regulati This initsstive aims to 4l Narcoticz and Law Enforcement .\{Khsbgrl’:khlnnl-hwn will lead to in- | has said all major rivers | Minister (CM) Syed Ml.md sewernpe systems that twy
raige awareness about the Ombuad- i er 5 the  cressed security and prosperity,” Ali Shah was told os Fridsy  pgutter or on dleaing are

that the budget of all the flowing onto the stree by comld

LWMG
completes
zero-waste
operation
across city

LAHORE: Lahore Waste
Management Campany
(LWMC} Chief Executive
Officer ( 1) Babar Sa-

hib Iin said om Friday that
the company was
Imhssly ta provide
cleanline

af the provincial capital
zervwnste.  He sid i oa
sttement the LWMC had
deputed special teams. for
a deanfiness operation at
Zaman Park, Canal Ruoad,
The Mall road, Jail Road
@ areas.  The
LWMC enforcement wing
has alsu mabilized 1o
take action againsl Hleps
dumping of waste, added

it Din said during spe
tiom,

the
anliness

anvund squares,

hus. terminals

6,000 containers bave also
been cleared across the city

as per routine —APP

French NGO to

work in health,
e.ducal]on

manilaire intesds Lo work
in the Belds of educativn,
health aed clean <In||mu.
water in the province am
it= delegation led by Direc-
tar Operation Tvan Dherst

ming 'hl- delegation
ed hope that its
assistance would provide
improved hasic amenil

of life t

d o spokesperson

Ulema strongly condemn
Israeli statement at UN

and Middle East Hafi Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi has said
.u.muv! made by

Luumru«i in the Juma ser
on Friday.

repsmy 9 prees confos
at Press Club here, he
is for the first fime:
jear bistory of the

country that Israel had &
sued

adding that b
were beang viohted the most
i bwe countries includieg ls
saed and Tndi. He s & was
clear from the lsmel's state-
ment for whom it was seeking
meded, Ashrafi sad a significant
progress had been made in the
omantey’s ec r e
past two wooks. Hr' =ai that
a finance commities had been
formed for whach the army had

layesd am impoctant mile. The
PMs special repeasentative
sand that negulitions bad been

except for River Sullej
5 presently in low
& ki
to daily F (_rt|>u|1
on Friday. present com

is 8.

bined live storags

rends were peselrating into
upper parts of Pakistan up
to 5000 feet at the seport
. They are Tkeky to
;m-u,u Westerty Wave
trough prevails aver North
esstern Afghanistan. Further
w

La

Ii.llm'hls.hll with its trough
extending northwards.  Far
the ensubng 2
tered  wind
wain of light to mode
mtensity with salsted hemoy
wﬂs s expected over Ll

o, Rawsdpindi, Gujraswals,
Sanndhs, Lahore, Fatsalaba,
Mulian, Sabhined, TG, Kan &
Fakmmlpur Diisions of Punh
arad Pesshurwar, Kohat, Banms &
DA Bhas L) 5 of Klyber
Prikhiumktres  inched
the upper catchments of al the
mapr rwers of RS, sobiled

Mubarram-ahs
thal during the holy mestly,
the  route: processiong

shidd be followed sccording
o [Ii‘ lmw. He said soctarian

« o national crime,
.lllths. that all sacholars had al
witye segected extrenmst think-
iz, Hie sl that alt schools of
thought wers indifferent to
ane wha msdlted the
objects o any religive,

wind mary
also vocur over Northesstern
Balochistan - dorieg fhe same:
perid, For the ned fwo days,
there is a likedihocd of sl
tered Lo widespnead  wind
thenderstonny s of light
moderste intensiy wnh isolat-
vy

ISSI, IFI sign first-ever MoU
between Pak Lebanon think tanks

FaisaL Sugmn

anil Issaim
Fares. Lugtitate for Public
Palicy aed International
Affairs (IFT) at the Ameri-
can University of Beirul on

Friday signed the firstever
e of  under
(Moll) between

v i or Lebanese
think tank Lo promote o
tual research and sctivities.

Centre  for  Afghanistan,
Midde East and Aftica
(CAMEA] at the Institute
of Strategic Studies Fslanm
abod (IS50) repr

its DHrector, Amins Kh

and the [ssam Fares Insti-
tute for Public Palicy and
quumlu-u,ﬂ Aflairs (IFI)
n University
s, represented by
its Country [Hrector, Dr.

1551 Ambassador (F) Sohail
Mahmond highlighted the

strong  [raternal  melatons
between Pakistan o
anon and the

rel acm
lields. He welcomed Lhe
sigrting of the Moll as part

and thinksank link:
d hIDFd that Ihls.

mutual bemefic
The 13 1551 added that
the uncertam

curity threats, and issues
af comman o

. While speaking an the
accasion, Ambassador Sak

‘l\- sctivities inchad;
arch and dinlogue

aman Atha, Pakistan's Am-
hassador to Lebanon high-
lighted that this was the

qram
b, Sargodhi, Labone, Fiisah
abad, Multan—-APF

first-ever Moll between

the thinktanks of Pakistan
He added
gh close mutu-
ration both sides
could benefit hugely and
achieve a lok.
Country Directar IFL
De. Joseph Bahout in
hig remarks. hai
g of the Mol and
said that complex glabal
indues required broad
pperation and this
3 was 3 step
in the right direction

towns and district councils
has been increased by 50
per cent, and the locsl gov-
ernment woukl strengthen
the local badies by givieg
them funds and providing
them with equpment.

This wis informed by Simdb
Minister of Local Govern:
ment Syed
ah o the
om the third

sir Hussain
ndh CM, who
secutive duy
e 1 the Bewly
e chairmen, and vico
chairmen of distric ils,
Towns. Mgl Commib

tees, and Town Commitiees

=

Dhvizion and g
develop parks, playgrousds,
water supply and smitation
schemes, and sreets, 2 state:
meant said. “The main |§‘-u:~s
of our towns and vl

he said and added that hls
has

give fis g

working rel;

sewerage systems almost in
all the smal tawns

= 'hu( there is

by Minster
ment Syed Nasir Slish, MPA
Aijrz Shah, Diost Mobammad
Jesar, Asif Shah, and oth-
ers. The ¢ il wace
chasrmen of distnict councils,
Town  Municipal Comenit-
o, Towm m|nm|l|
of four district:

hammad  Khan, TS
Dradu, and Badin were also
present oo the

The Sindh CM Mld ha hak

be developed to  redre:
the public grievances, “Our
main abjectve = 1o serve
the pravince and makea dil
lerence,” he said.

Syed Murad Ali Shah said

that during his tenure he
has developed wa

Hily

in e

We lave duwlwed Iu:mh
amd parks, comstructed vil
lagetn-market roads, and the
reads Lo connect the villages
with main mads” he said
ad added that some of the
smadl roads have dik ed

ul the sewerage
fatled

Mipister listens to public
1ssues at open court

LAHORE: Federal Minis

a report within six days.
H ¥

ter for F
fairs and In-charge Prum
Minister's Public Affairs &
CGrievances Wing Murlaza
Javed Abbas said on Friday
the ingumbent government
was committed to resalving
public Bsues on priarsty bo
sis 2% swill measures wers
being taken in that regard.
He was addressing & kho-
li lutchehry (open court)
held at the Civil Secretariat
bers. Depity Commiission.
er Rafia Haidler and other
officials comcerned ware
alsa present. The minister
Histened Lo peaple’s prob
lems and meued on-thespal
directions to address com-
plaints prompdy and submit

Sultan, informed the minis-
ter about his daughter, who
was a domesbc worker and
had been in Segal custody
of ber employer. He alloged
that his daughter was being
tortured, and also not being
il wages for the last three
pears, The minister directed
the palice to investigte the
matier, A police team visited
the house where the girl was
being emploved and asked
the affected girl about her
grivvances.  Muriaza Javed
directed an additional sec
metary incharge to ensure
mmpariial imvestigation inta
the matter. He directed the
Inspoctar General of Police

(IGP) to fake sinct action
against landgrabbers and
those imvobved in the busi-
mess of illege] loans and ex
ploiting peaple. He ardersd
b farsn & committes to itk

cess of filmg complints
should be made ey and
facdity of Jodging coenplaints
via whastapp shoukl  be
ensured i anppne was not
abbe to submit complaints in
wrsting, The federal mimsler
darected DO Rafie Haider i
listen to the public problems
persomally B resohe them
on praoczy. The minister also
listeemed 1 prubilieens of people
related to Lahose Electric
Supply Company—APP

Our Seruices

® Packing
® Shipping

@ Proight Gorwarding
@ Lond, Sea & Ais Proight

@ Cusdom Clocrance

freelirle MOVERS

PACKING, SHIPPING & FREIGHT FORWARDING

al Simdh Gavernor on Fri
day. ~APP @ Rolocali
I:Innese I:nmnanies keen to set e
@ ine Ant Hondling
up joint ventures in Pakistan S
sallition and depirtment  term  business partner  would help connect the  help achisve Lhis goal. & ol Relocalion
DNA sales. The delegn- ships between Pukistan  Chinese ivestors with  Fuad Waheed, Senior Vice ¢ %""“‘M‘?
tivn exchanged views with and Chinn. He sald that  right partners in Pakistan. President ICCI said that
ISLAMABAD: A delegation  the business community  Pakistan was -sl.lalu-hm Gan Meilin, Chairman, comstruction i a growing ] gm
of Chineser companies led o explore of mubusl  mamy  special Xiangeng HiTech Elec-  industry in Pakistan apd
by Gan Meilin, Chairman,  collsbora and business  fones under LP trie Co. of China said that i
Niandeng  HiTech Flec:  partnerships. Absan Zafar  was @ good opy their delegation
tric Co, vissted Islamabad  Bakhtawari, President, Is- for Chinese companies Pakiztan 1o Hesd Oifics
Chamber of Commerce &  Iamabad Chambor of C fa transfor techn with the Pakistani co 3 oo, S Pazs, -, B A, ot
Industry and =h . merce & Industry (ICCT)  Pakistan and sot up terparts and |'t||]r;|\ an T (Y ORIMT, IR, JROAEN, TTIET RGO 260420 P RE) ST T0MEEY
imterest ta set up join - briefed the Chinese dele: ventures in areas of inler  of business covper Ereal ovinginsnarngvess com - Websla: wwa hockness on

tures in Pakistan in wari

fields including machinery
manufscturing,  electric
vehicles, equipment indus-

concrete,

equipmest -

gativn about the patestial
arcas of joint vontures
and investment
sectors of Pakistan's ec
amy. He 'said that CPE
has started a new en
development and

eat. He said that ICCI is
working for a mew indus-
estate in the regioa
Chinese compan
should explore investment
ortunities m that facil.
ity. He assured that ICCT

He said that both cous-
tries have geod potential
to establish  sustainable
business partnersh
ar intersctions

he-
n the entreprensurs
of both countries would

e

ous fields to achieve mutu-
ally benelicial resulls for
the econumies of Pakistan
and China,

ot ey

P,
Dby G 2P e e
P
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National
s and
Armed
rces Days

JULY

Judy 01/Japan
Self Defence Day
July 01 /Singagore

Armed Forces Day
July 1 { Casada

PM for promoting skilled

based vocational training

Manwoor ANsik
[SLAMARAD, Prime Min,

ister Shebbaz Shard on
Friday said that the po-

to provide maximom refiel
to the poople PM Shohbaz
b distributed centificaes.
among the high achiew

o vanous felds,
for Edwcativn ami

National Day enment w Profecsional Truning Rana
July D1/ Somalia the: skiller Tanvir Hussin s thal the
LRining Lo £xp caalition grvermsent led by
Indepondance By | remittances that would ul- Prime Minister Shehbas Sha-
1 i timatcly bikp improving the wf, with its untiring struggle
i current acconnt defieit of beowight the country ot of
Independence Day the commtry: crisis and st it on the Hight
¥ In his address after byieg path. Themefces, he boped
utr Ooflesain e fousttaticn slose of U Uil e people woukl vite
Independence Dy | contral campus of Nationel firr PMLN
; i Umv»mn} of Technology eral «l 5
S i [NUTECH) bere, the prime il 1o Pk MEGAF 5t
Independence Day mirister said the pew cam Youth Affairs Sham Fatima
i pus waoukl help producieg sl vocational  education
Juky % Msngolia thousands af skilled-baserd i
Revolution Day humAR resomroe every year
wha would play their key zaid Primve Minster Shehbaz
July WiFrance key to prosperity and de- 1897, put his full force to brdgng the gap between  Shand during he prev
: velopment in today’s era an  promots vocational oining cich andd poor. “Uintil ther 16 tenures 2s Chief Minsster
Fistioewa! Uiy T —— in the country when thers isceimination of gich and  Punjab warked really hard to
July 15/Brunes ™ lhu mm af these skilled- T lly in the ed-  promoe technicl and vos-
b nmenl’s sumber  hased peaple.  He it bae. He sid this greal ctor, (he Quid- ol education i the prov.
Sultan’s Birthdmy ane prionty, snd skilled  that after compie impdrtant arek of the edie . projoet under Dr Amiad  e-Aram's. vision of edrica- nister for Plasning,
July 21/ Belginm humas fozoures carm mi campus would  play cathon secton. Similacly, he  Soglb hmouoght cducational  thonal right for all can nct o and  Special
e than the mw labour, hepoe  ride in pron: anid the Punjab government  pevilution in the proviece Iuititives Alisan Iqbal aad
Nastiomal Day increasing the country's  and industri led by him established Pun.  Likewise, he said Daish  Me said only une mosth Tad  Information Minister M
July 20/ TREC foreige remittances.  He. the country. jab Education Endowment  Schoals' preject was alse  left for this gvernmest and  niyum Avrangeb were alsn
I R i ocstods ik s ki forthe ik i i Biind (PEEF) for which Bs  his brainchild which helped  he was stil making effoets  present an the occasion.
July 23/Egypt T d .
i oan termed a |[EEEE—
4 July 265/Cuiba d 46%
Natlonal Day . ecrease
b e reliel 10r masses diifitig FY 23
Matioont ey said that the hike in pric  dollar in ine with the mas  to flocds, he said g
July HiMorsoco DNA es of petroleum products,  ket, inproving governance, O the other hand, the im. mu“;":—”’ E: l‘m'l“m;:ﬁf-ﬁ"l '-ﬂ“‘;k“”_,;'{ ";
National Day ; electricity, and gas as 8 . plementation of aid pletiges """;"'M Pt r""’“’"‘“l s et
[SLAMABAD:  Chairman  resull of the [MF agmee- rruplion, welormisg the by the mbermatonal com- | (M0 d%?m s “;“w'mm 'ng‘e|.§.
Hotels & of National Dusinese ment will increase the Wy sector. and making  munity for Pakistan to deal m "mm“ o . oea i of Toadkc s
Restaurants Group Pakistan, President  cost of duing busness, bul  the cosstry resilient to o wilh te Nued damage lus, mmﬂ* L e Sl
L Pukistan  Businessmen it is better the mate change: year il o be ey | (B rrtagleg Dt s L weas o o il
ol Fnlelleeluials: Enruemss’ ‘w ot amagport LT The et intallment will b sney ser_the IMF peo- | (UNED B8 Sompared b 072 uaits, Sowing 4 dese o
and All Karachi Industrial v, possitic only aftar a quae gramme. Misn Zahid Hus | (421 perceat, according to Iedwl:’mdl 2 “;
! ;. and former pro-  the veteran husiness lead-  Lorly Toview of operational  sain further said that i the | (SCHIESE .‘!“"‘c“"“ i ‘d]u‘;'" o :;"““ &
vincinl minister Mian Zn-  er sail that Pakistan Dhas  peojress on these issues, quarterly review of the cur | (IEKUDS: 1'”%"- amanerela 8 {LCVE) aud Joeps
hid Husssnin sabd on Friday o repay lowos of about 25 The IMFs condilions i rent programise is success | (o0 Sipped by 10,38 percent ta 31553 unks during the
S { i % i i i i riod under review rom 44,421 units during fiscal year
LA11 133 133 that the approval of (he  billon dollars every year dicate fundsmentsl flaws  fully completed, i will be g;@l-@& H from e e
’nsrm“. 51- 2821z | loan by the IMF and the is- fir the net thive years, for —in the country's econeary,  possible 1o take the pext | SRS “ﬁﬁﬂr nnmmmml m:;u;&lm‘im‘;n
T sygya | SvEnce of the st tranche  which it is very important  but these will bo eatromely  instalment from the IMF, I ik M

Fire Services Rawal,

uf 1.2 billion dollars ha
proved 3 respite for L
public i businessme
the fender

certainty and stop hoard:
ing of dollars which will
stabilise the econcimy, bn-
crease the value of the ru-
pee and improve the con-
fidenee of
said. Mian 2ahid Hus:

difficult 10 address in the
ahort term. Climate chang

for Pakistin to gel more
lnane. After the agrecment

without which it & impos
aibile to run the ceuntry.

with the TMF, Pekistan will  has also been mestioned in He further seid that the
he able to get more cheap  the terms, which will lead  current  and  incoming
Ioans from nther rna-  to further tightening of en-  caretaker governme nts

vironmentzl lws. The mon:
soon and flood season has

should take advantage of
this upp-w\u mity tu stact

tomal fnstitutions, he saic.
wn Zahed Hussam sael

that the i

ing fiwenl year 2023, the PAMA ndded. Meanwhils, the
productian of pyssenger cars alas declined to 101 951
units against the production of 226417 units during
TulyJune 202122, the data revealed, The manufactus
ing of motoreycles and three wheelers in the country

1 1188087 units feomn 1,826,467, showing
devrense of 3433 percent, it added —APP

B umn condi-  started 0 the fegion, and
i India has Telessed wator
to Pakist £

Lt year Pakiston sulfered o
Logs of 30 bilkivn dollars dus

ation  of

imaction,

its, keeping the value of e

Weekly

ISLAMABAD: The weekly
3 per cent for the o

b Statistics (PES} reported
'j‘“"“"“"’“ recorded a1 258,63 points
A pared to the corre
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Shifay Int

the w
2015-16 =100 is rm't‘nrg
far the lowsst cossumpti

points from last week's 26588 points. The
22,888.29 517, Ks 29.318.44,

cent, (.41 per cent and 0.
iLems increased, 11 (2158

PakistanCha-
m'llnhnnnur
rganived the

Road Cultuml Forsm
themed o0 il
CPEC

[Strategic Comm
Divisinn & Public
Ministry of Foreiga Al
fuirs of Pakistan. Mareover.
DR Tahir Muminz Awan
Director, China Study Cen
tre,  COMSATS  Univer
sty:  Li Wenyu, Director
of CTEC CCC (Culturs!
Communication Center) of

Water Tank

Tslamabad..... 03215744480

gzu Frovince, Eduwa-
Wlom Department; Dr. Aneel
Salman, Chair Econsmbe
Socurity, IFRI: Wang Chun
Ping Chairperson Hembass
Technoligties; and Noseen,
Directir, Chinese Mediz
Group also made their n=
marks. “u ik iul
hy '
Chinese  cullure, (.'hl:u.-sl:
and Pakistnt calturs] dane
e8,  Talwar  Dancedlgit
Baltistan, ChinczeTea Stall
Fond atalls, La
ing & Cullnral Exhibition,
At Exhibution, display of Pro-
gress. & Pictures of CPEC
Progects and how they have
contrbuted to Pakistan's,

under review witneased an increase of 28,96 per cent, The weekly SPL with the buse

inflation up by 0.33 pc

inflation, measured by the Sensitive Price lndicator (SPI), wilnessed an increase |

mbined consumplion group during the k ended on July 13, Pakistan Bureau of

on Friday, The SPI for the week under review in the above-mentioned group was |

as compared Lo 257,79 points daring the past week, according to the PRS dats According to HEC, the prs
sponding week of ust pear, the SPI for the combined consumptin group in | Jude Enzinvering, Metici

year
17 urhan contran and 51 assential itoms far all exponditura graups. The SPI

HEC asks students,
parents to check
recognition of institution

TSLAMABAD :The Higher Educstion £

(HEL)

Pakistani,
Chinese
institutions
to sign
cooperation
agreement

ISLAMABAL:  Two  woll-
newn Pakistani and Chi
[ instilutions  have
decided o enhance oo
operation 10 boost coop-
emtion in the education
sector. In this comnection,
an agreement ia et 10 be
signed between Pakistan's
noe Uniwersi-

awhad and
mndviow Instita

tinn (GVT),
independent
Pakistan's fedoral cabinet
has grasted apprmal for

think

the agreement, which also
has garoered support !'Ulll
e Mimistry of Fad -
ucation and P,
Training. the H..,nm— -
cathon Commisshon (HEC),
and the Minksiry of law
srdbng 1o

emded 10
\'nlum.: collabaration in
tion, academics, and
research between the twa

[shag Dar expressed the

nation's dedicstion to
bolstering bilateral ro-
Iatinmns with China, par-

ticularly in the realms af
ecancmy, trade, and [i
wance, Dar made these

cemarks in a conversa
tion with Charge'd Af-
[airs at the Embassy
Chinz i Pakiztan, Me.
Pang Chunxue.

NPO to
organize
webinar on
‘Problem-

Solving Skill

FSLAMARAL 1e Natbursal
Productivity  Crganzaton
(KPO) will organiee 8 we-
blur on “ProblemSolving
savert into Opparty
mnn s July 21 {Friday).

Problementiing  inchides
three main parts inchudes
identifying the problem,
amalyzing  pussible  solu-
aml on
,
to an NPO dec
Prolibem sahving
s.kl'ﬂs. s Iv LH nmd inta

:m-nrdin

3 urged students Lo ensure the accreditation of profes-
mal degres programmes and the recognsticn of admitimg

ampus from HEC before taking ad
sssional dogree programmes in-

T

nai mmudmr{ o chall m,
o3 i & way that addz value
and creates growth. |
persistence,  adaptability,
and o willingnzss o Lake
cabeulated risks to tarn

group up to Rs 17,732, incroazed by D.51 por cont and wen? up to 267,24
for consumption groups from Hs 17, T32.22,888. Rs
and above Bs 44,175 witnessed an increase of 0.50 per cent, 046 per
21 per cent respectively, During the week, out of 51 items, prices of 21 (41.17%)
%) items decreased and 19 (3T.20%) ilems remained stable—APP

cils, it =il To ve
sired progrimme,

auireid accreditation froms the res

C asked sy
concerned professional councils’ website ha

12 1o reach oul 1o the
APP

problem-sal skills into

iy ities, it added.

The ohjcctive of the toin:

the accreditatinn. status of yoor de- | ing inchades underatand re-

Intonships, implement the
changes.
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RAWALPINDI:  AntiNar
catics Farce (ANF) while
conducting faur operations
acroas the country managed
to recover pver 24 kg drugs
and arrested five accused,

said am ANF Headgquarters
spokeaman here on Friday.

He

mfumu.d that in an

five kg hashih was re
ered from the pussession
of twoe sceused, residents
and Misnwali,
traveling in pubdic trans
port. [n anather speration
near Kamalpue Interchage
abad, 3.6 kg heshish
was  pecovered from  the
poszession of an accused
resident of Mardan, trave-
ling m public transport. In
thind operation nese Fuisal
Garden Faisalabad, 12 kg
hashish and 300 grams Ice
drug were recovered from

armrested during the opers
tion. The spokesman sid
that in fourth cperation, ;
ky hashish was recovened
from the possessicn of 4 mo-
tarcyclist, resident of Mine-
wali arrested near Jhambrs
Bridge Minwals. Separate
casess have been registens
against the accused while
further investigations are
under process —APP

IRSA releases
269,400

cusecs water

ISLAMABALY: Indus River
Syatem  Authority (TRSA)
on Fraday released 268400
cusees water from various
rim stations with inflow af
2200 cusecs.  Avcord
ing to the data released by
IRSA, water level in River
Indus at Tarbeln Ilam was
1517.02 fest and was 119.0
leet higher than its d
level of 1398 feet. Water -
flow and catflow in the dam
was recorded as 143,300
cosecs and 150,000 cusecs
respectively.  The water
level in River Jhelum  at
Mangla Dam was 120160
feet, which was 151.60 feet
higher than its dend level
al LSO feet, The inflow
and outflow af wates was
recorded 59,500 cusecs and
100 cusecs respectively.
The rdease of water at Kal
abigh, Taunsa , Guddo and
Sukkur was recorded a5
170,700, 191400, 157300
and ATA00 cusecs respec
tively. Stmilacly, from R
er Kabu, a total of 37,200
cusecs ol water released
at Nowshera and 44,100
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala. ~APP

Rekindling a
bygone custom
for healthy,
cheaper living

ISLAMABAI: M a time
whion health standards are
Ialling due to seden files

style a man in his mad T0s
Is promoting 4 fus way to
ot fit through cycling - an
aotive way of commuting
Zaheerndin Khawaj, who
celebrated his 7dth barthday
lasi Sunday along with doz-
wns of his sdmirers, strong:
Iy belieres cycling till an
appreciable mode of exe
g o fesep onesall health
“Unfortunately, we have
turned into o vehichese-
pendont society, There's a
Tairly large mumber of sngle
aceupancy vehicles, plying
ol our city artesles adding
to carbon footprint and pn’l—
luting our  emrdronment,”

the cyding freak said, T
hive @ strong enmvielion
that eycliog makes people
healthy bath physically and
mentally being als neces
sary fur sman 'p.llwu il

Khawaja, |

ML-1railway line projec
to start this year: Ahsan

The ML-1 project was to be done in the first phase, but somehow,
it got delayed in the last four years

DNA

ISLAMABAL: Federal Miaister
for Planning D\v\-l»pmcnt. and
Special Initiatives, . Ahsan
Iqbat sid that with China's sup-
port, work on the multibidlion
ML-1, the main rallway line pro-
Ject between Karachi and Pesha-
war, wauld be started as early a5
peasible during this year,

The ML-1 project was Lo be done
in the first phase, but somehow,
it pot delayed im the last four
years, “There was little followap
from the previous government,
hut now, we ane actively Tallow.
ng it up,” the minister sabd, *We
are hay ct will
start this year,” he il 1
terview witlh APP afler a special
mewting of the 12th Joint Cooper
atia Committee (JCC) of CPEC
in Beijing, He said, "The railw

= the main railway track line link
gz north and south Pakistan, We
want to ropair it and we want to
upgrade il as carly a5 possible. It
will be & USEL0 billion project, We
will da it in pl:asu: and we hope
o starl this pro sonn a8
poasible during rhw AL

Ahzan [ghal said, *The 150 years
ol milway Jme now requires
major modertization and up-gra
dation. We are hopmg that with
China's help, we will be sble to
modernize this raitway  trck
rachi to Peshawar and it

logestics.”  About Karachi circu-
lar exllway, he said, "It b= a mass
transit project for Kamchi which
& the biggest city in Pakistan.
So, we also agreed to fastdrack
that peoject.” Alsan Igbal sid
the JCC meeting was very histor
i becsuse it marked a decade of
China Fakistan Ecomomic Carric

new journey of balateral relation
ship throagh CPEC which is a
t of the Belt and Hmd

have more than 525 billlos \Nl'ﬂ|
of mvestments in Pakistan under
CPEC and the flagship pro
has helpod Pakistan <.eur\>=-m\ i
ameriy cris der C
installed more than FH!OO me-.;.
awalls of power projects. 11 has
helped us 1o construct modern
highwnys, and motorwiys, which
has impraved connectivity in the
country, linked different parts of
the country, and provided el
cient logistic support Lo the econ-
oy He sasd, “Theough CPEC, we
have also developed  infrastruc-
ture in Gwadar” *We have also
improved the digital infrastruc
ture with fiber optic cable that
hars been loil between Chisa aed
Palkistan.” "With CPEC, we have
also carried out a number af so-

“Sa, this is a very historic joursey
I whibch we are able to transform
the nature of the reltionship be-
tween two countries and make it
much stronger in_the economic
cooperation [leld,” the mmster
added.  He mid, “We had 2 dz-

i il

cusshon ab w o take o

CPEC in the next phase, which
will pmmote basiness-to-business
cooperation, industrial couper

ation, and also Chiness prvate
imvestiment b Pakistan's enerngy,
umuluuc. information technal-
agy, and mining sectars, where

there are mamy opportusities for
imvestors 1o bave good business
opportunities for  Pakistan, to
take benefit of investment and
technalogy from China,” “It wll
be a winwin investment for both
countries and we look forwand
now to taking CPEC into the mext
phaze, based on greater cooper-
tion in industrial and agricultural

terms of how did the CPEC bene-
1l the livelihoad of Pakistani peo-
ple, e said, “The CPEC projects
have crented almost 200,004 job
opportunities and helped Paki-
stan vercome (he enengy crises,”
He said, with 12 hoors and 14
hours of edectricity shortage, the
Iactories were closed, and the
warkers were laid off. The =mall
businesses were oul af business,
in hoepitals, the patsents were
suffering, in educational institu-
tions, the students were suffering,
, by solving the energy crisis,
everyone in Pakistan has bene
st from the gresl contrib

that hias been made by CPE!
Similarly, in seme remate areas,
where projects had been made,
for example, in Thar, which = Fa
kistan very remote area, and we
had huge untapped coal deposi
there. With CPEC, wo were ably
ta do the mining project and naw

it | young peaple”

track has been hadly dama ﬁ&:d
during the (loods last vear. This

dar (CPEC). "About 10 years ago,
Bath Chins ard Pakistan started a

cioeconamic projects for uplifling
the socil conditions of peaple

areas,”

fields, and also i the technolagy
Sharieg more details in

it B becomse Hhe energy cipital
of Pakistan, he said.

ISLAM. ‘!BM} Cthbnilm:( 70 years since the legendary first ascent ul' Pakistan's killer mountain, Nanga Parbat! German
Ambassador Alfred Brannas and Austrian Ambassador Joined forces to honor the expedition of 1853, A riveting film

acreening followed by an exclusive photo exhibition took us back to the historic journey —DNA

‘PML-N to win

election on

performance
basis’

ISLAMARBAL: Federal
Minzster for cation and
Professoral Traming Rama
Tanvesr Hisssin Friday ex
pressed condidonce that his
party would win the geneml
eloctions on the basis of its
comeendible perlornnce.
akes  practical
Hleps ke for the welfars
of the countrymen  and
rules the hearts of the pub-
lie® “PMLN do pokitics
for public service and the
development of the nation,”
e said while talking to n
Private news chamnel. He
said, “Baseless allegations
of uppaments have no val:
ue before the polities
public service.” The min-
ister said, “Those doing
politics of allegations, lies,
and dunl standards are nat
the wellwishers the
country.” *Selfless service
to the pablic i the mission
of his leadership and we will
continge  discharging  the
duty of the public service til our
Lt breath,” he added —APP

be marked

rd 55
the: Linbr Inclisding I"ahr
stan. The purpose of celo-
hrating the day is to encour:
age youth to celebrate the
value af acquirmg skills like
building, making, amd cre-
ating to achiove pers |u|
success and fulfillment.
empowering young peaple,
they con better advance the
hroader mission af the Unit-
ons (LN} for Iaahuz
sustainable
oapment, and human ruehu
for all,” accoeding to UN
Secretary-General Antdnio
A UN gesilution
a World Youth
\;'kllls. Day was adopted by
the Genersl Assembly ¢
December 18, zmi

o

"[]n

are the keys to sucosss in

the  workdorce.  However,
unfortunately, existing ays-
tams are failing to nddress
the learning ecds of ma
he added.
A large number of youth
have low levels of achieve-
mant in basic
namercy”  according
surveys. Skills and jobs for
youth feature  prominent-
ly in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable  Development.
Hath the resolution and the
United Nations Educativa
al, Scientific and Cultaral
Organtzation  (UNESCOH)
quoee an Tnternational La-
hour Orgamiztion  (1LiY)
pum.mmu which  stated
that 73.4 million young pec-
ple were estimated to be

cracy and
in

unemplayed in 20115, which
couated to 3 131% youth
unemployment rate. —APP

Rumina
Alam thanks
friendly
countries

ISLAMABALx

Assislamt 1o the
Minister (SAPM) Rumisa
Ehussheed Alam on Fri
day thanked the friendly
cnuntries including China,
Saudi - Arabiz, asd
for showing confidence in
he leadership anel col-

revival of our ¥.
Balstan s tiow heading
towards a bright future,”
she said while talking to
Radio Pakistan's curront
Affair program.—APP

‘BISP program’ to ensure
more transparency: Kundi

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD, J‘:D-uua] A
sistant on Pove
tian and Social | nm-rllnn.
Faizal Karim Kundi Friday
wowed to make BISP social
wellare program nxore o
countable and trnsparent
under ‘direct payment sys-
tem’ from August, under
which they will get money
directly in their bank ac-
counts instead  of tailing
in Iong queues and giving
COmmissions to agents,
Pakistan's  biggest  ever
“BISF" sacial welfare pro-
gram was providing fiman-
cal suppost o nine million
“poorest” families, he said
while talking to. a pmatu
news  channel. Social

ml!n.l.lull accounts i
der BISP will pay |qu1.h'
payment to  beneficiar

]
where they will be able to
open their bank accounts®,
be added. The step has
been

taken after several
i m beseliciar

ab payment sites, he mes.
tinmed, Replying & queation,

i the government hos
i ed anline registration
of the BISP Tiynamic

vey alter recent flood, add:
ing, this survey hos bees
nted to inchude new
families who were left out
during the 8171
fram survey registey.
main objective of slarting
the survey system is to reg-
- more eligible families
i conduct fature surveys

it counlry, he adted Ta

another guestion, he said
the BISF beneficiories will
now getting the increased
ameunt af Rs 0,000 un-
der the assistanl program
adding, the BISP is a re
olitionary programmi

ments varous schemes for
the wellare of the downtrod-
dieis segments of society.

“The number of Benazir
Scholarships  for  Under-
pradustes  has b in

creased Lhis vear, he said,
adding, inclading Tranzgen-
der Persons in the Benazir
Kainalat program as well
as the tamlies with differ
entlyabled porsons will
relazation in Poverty Score
s another big stop of gov-
ernment”, he added.

Strict action
against Hundi
operators
demanded

by
dozens of epelist belanging
to Early Bird Riders (EBR)
— a club founded by him to
promote cycling. The Iskn
abad based “ald youny man®
{a title the age-defying Kl
waja uses for himself), has
registered hundreds of men
and women with the EER
club that also holds volus-
teer bicycle rodecs in the
Copital and other parts of
the country to promete clean
enviranment, [t uses socal
media platforms to amnounce
oyclimg event, mioatly tal
mace on weekends. T beliovo
women can be sacially mare
responsive f they swich to
cpclimg, The pereer af tw
wheeks will ultimately belp in
achieving women empawer
ment,” added Khawaj, who
has so far Lught peddling o
arund 200 *sheroes” - a word
hee bes coimed for women o
clists of EBR and kids aging
between 812 years. —APP

DNA

ISLAMABATY Former
Vice President of FPCCI
Aeif Thram Sheilh on Fri-
day demanded steps to
resdore condidence of
the expatriates, He abso
demanded action  aganst
thaee nvobved in hundi

paodlt, which s damaging
the economy. Resolving

problems and restoring the
coafidence al expats is sec.
wssary a8 the country Jost
wwer 54 billion in FY2S &= it
received a total of $27.024
billion ngainst & record
S31.274 billion i FY22, he
stid. Atif [kram Shetkh wha
has also: secved a3 Presi
dent TCCT and Chairman
PVMA said in a statement
issued here todsy thal we
lost fowr hillion dollars in
which i mmuch

Higher than the amount the
government  struggled o
secure from the IMF.

The country received 2
total of $27.024 billien =
remittances doring FY23,
compared o & record
531,278 hillion in FYZZ a2
desline of 1.6 percent or
4.254 billion. The central
bank did nat nﬁu‘ any ren
san for the decline of the re-
mittances, bt analysts said
the ‘s effort

mittances, he informed,
The business leader sa

that under pressure {rom
the IMF, the government
uncapped the  exchange
mate on February 26, and

dillar  immediate

qumped o Rs268. With
fluctuations in subsequent
months, the USD reachod
Rs254 in the interbank on
May 11 bul remained in
the range of Ra280.204.
At Tkram Sheikh said
that during the entire fis-
cal year FY23, the country
Eerbaed e the grip
of severe palitical and
economic  uncertainties,
which practically - weak-
eped both the economy
and the currency. He ime
formed that the highest
remittance inflow  was

from Saudi Arabia, but

In percentage terms, re
mittances from the UAE

o keep the dollar at lower
than actual rales hil the
indflows  through  bankieg
channels. The government
tried to maintain the dal
larrupee parily al Re220 n
the first balf of FY23, which
praved counterproductive,
‘The TSI} grassly approci-
ated in the open marked,
and resultantly a grey or
black markel emerged
that started offering Rs20
to Rs23 per dollar higher

rates, badly hitting e

]
of 20.5 percent to $4.468
billicn. Remittances from
all important destinations
noted & decline except
the US, which recorded a
slight growth of 0.1 per
cent Lo 3100 billien in
FY23, The inflows from
the UK dipped 9,7 per
cent to $4,056 billion, he
said. The mflaws from Gulf
Croperation Council (GEC)
and Europesn Usion (EU)
eoniries el by 12 percent
and 7 percent.

56 ASIs
promoted

ISLAMARBAL: A total of 56
Assistant  SobInspectors
(ASIs) of the lslamabad
police huve beon promot-
ed to the next rank follow-
ing the recommendations
of the Departmental Pro.

mation Committee (DPC)
af the foece. On -
mendation: of DPC, soti-
fication for promotion of
Assistant  SubInspector
for the prst of Inspectars
has been isseed.  lslam.

atnd Capital City Palice
[Hfwer (ICCPY) Dr Akbar
Basir Khan said, b
fare of the palice force is
among the top privrities
and each member of the

force is & hero for him
s he serves the people
despite various odds.”
Earlier, ICCPO had or

dered the Capital Police
tifficer  (Headquarters),
the chairman of the De-
partmentsl  Promotion
Committes to call the

meating and fill vacant
posts of different ranks
a5 soon a3 possible. Fal
lowing the orders, DPCs
were held in which th
members of the commit-
tee checked the record
of the efficals theroughly
and mecommended 56 As
aistant Sub-laspectors for
promotion to. their next
ranks. [CCPO felicitated
the newly prometed al-
[ieers on the Sub-laspector
ranks amd said.—APP

tmum m m‘m

10 Minutes
Drive From

The Monal




05

Currying favor with
White House

CCORDING to the “United Kingdom's National Security and
Investment Act 2021: annual report 2022.237, 866 invest-

ent notifications were received for the 12-month period to

March 31 this vear, OF these, “national security powers” were em-
ploved to “call in” 65 acquisitions for a further 1l review,

samabalPOST

1's First And Only Diplomatic Daily

Editor-in-Chief: Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
Deputy Ednm'- Abid Raza

Email: dailvishpost@gmail.com
Phone: 051-2266165 / 051-2261960
OdT: Awan Plaza, Block 18-A, G-8 Markaz Islamabad

And of the call-ins that were closed during the reporting period, the
aecretary of state made 57 final notifications and issued final orders
“to block, unwind or impose conditions on” 15 acquisitions, with one
of the final orders subsequently being revoked. Although the UK
claims “that the Act remaing country agnostic”, of the 65 call-ins,
42 percent were acquisitions involving acquirers associated with
China. This, despite the acquirers associated with China being
involved in only 4 percent of the 866 acquisition natifications. And
while acquisitions associated with China alzo received the highest
number of final notifications (clearances), of the 15 final orders,
eight involved acquirers associated with China.

{iiven that the final decision-maker has rather tellingly been designat-
ed with the USstyle title of secretary of state for the purpose of in-
vestment review, that China is such a prominent presence among the
recipients of final notifications shoubd perhaps come as no surprise, As
a spokesperson for the Chinese embassy in the UK said, the measures
against Chinarelated i are discrimi v, “We stronghy
urge the British side to atop ita unressonable oppression of Chinese
companies and provide a fair, just and non-discriminatory bosiness en-
virenment for Chinese companies,” the spokesperson said,

But the Washington-washed mentality that pervades the UK gov-
ernment i obvious in Dowden's words, That the White House is
seemingly possessed by blond-thirsty vampires at present perhaps
explains why the UK is so eager to curry faver with the US adminis-
tration — the defense sector being a big money magnet for the UK,
as the report indicates. Abusing national security laws to deliberately
suppress foreign Compaies violates World Trade Oludmzzuun rules
and is the of i reviews as d by the
US, Clinging so tightly to the U5 coattails is unlikely to benefit the
UK economy in the long run to the extent it hopes, 1t only has to look
at the EU to see how the US treats its supposed friends.
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China and Germany
not rivals

OR whatever reason, the German govern-
ment is wrong in calling China a “competi-
tor” and “systemic rival” in its latest strate-
gy paper about China. With a trade volume of 298
billion euros ($334.3 billion) in 2022, with a year
onvyear rise of 21 percent, China has remained Ger
many's biggest trade partner for seven years, even
bigger than its leading ally the US. Many German
brands, such as Volkswagen, have joint ventures in
China that champion the Chinese car market,
From every aspect it’s fair to say the two nations
are good partners as the German strategy said. But
equally absurd are the other two terms it imposed
on China, namely, “competitor” and “systemic rival”.
Listing the two terms in its report exposes the Ger
man government's attempt to follow the US blinded
by a sense of antagonism, which will hurt its own in-
terests. To take a confrontational mentality against
nations that could be friends is dangerous, a lesson
Germany must have learned well from history.
During her 16 years in office, German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz's predecessor Angela Merkel visited
China 12 times, each time to a new city, a feat even
many Chinese people have not done. She kept good,
effective communication with China, which is how
her government maintained good relationship with
China despite the radicalization move in the whole
West. Having taken her position for one year and a
half, it's time Scholz got some of her wisdom, too.

IMF program: is the country out of financial trouble?

Waheed Hussain

The PM of Pakistan
Shahbaz Sharif also held
various interaction with the
US Ambassadorto Pakistan
with same purpose. Its
not the first time that the
US administration has
supported Pakistan to
strengthen its financial
position, to save the
country from any possible
default, it has been playing
the same role in the
past as well, depending
on its relationswith the
government in Islamabad

HANKYOU, International Mosetary Fund {IM.

Fj.for releasing $ 1.2 billion tranche under the

recently agreed & 3 billion StandbyBy Arrange-
ment Program for the peried of 9 months. According to
Finance Minister Senator Ishag Dar & 4.2 billion has
been deposited in the State Bank of Pakistan account
during o weeks tme. Dollars from Use feiendly coun
tries like Saudi Arabin § 2 billion and UAE § 1 billion
added to the SBP foreign reservesonly after the IMF
agreed to the new financial Joon plan, Apart from the

with IMF toward macraecanamic refarms and sus
taimable econamic recovery.”

The PDM government has been struggling with the IMF
since it took power in April last year. after the removal
of PTI government throagh a vote of no-confidence, The
PT1 gavernment, which entered a § 6 hillion 38-months
Estended Fund Facility (EFF) program 1 2019 with the
IMF, abandoned the progras: just hafare its departare
from the government on certain taxes and subsidies re
lnted issucs. Later. the two PML (N} finance ministe

IMFF Managing [irector Kristalina Gesrgiera, the athe
er stall of the Fund bath in Pakistan and in W

il and Ishag Dar hlamed the |
by

has plaved a vital role in approving the new program,
which would provide & breathing space to the starving
financisl condition of the countey and will also avoid
the much talked about “default.”

The United States of America also pliyed o decisive role
in convincing the IMF Lo approve § 3 billion dollars SBA
program. As we have been informed through the media
that the 1S ambassador to Islamabad H.E Donald Bleme
held a series of mestings with the Finance Minmster [she
aqg Dar in past few weeks extending full support to Paki
stan in achieving a breakthrough with the IMF

Behind the seen comstructive efforts of the US ad-
ministration helped Pakistan to get the loan from the
fund, which had been very lough with the limance
ministry negoliating eam during 9th review early
this year,an the vital issues, mcluding revenues ani
expenditure plan of the government, lowering encray
circular debts, structural reforms in the varions pub-
lic seclor enterprises, markel determined exchange
rate and increase in the policy rate of the SBE.
The Prime Mintster of Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif also
held various interaction with the US Ambassadario
Pakiston with same purpose, Itz not the first time
that the US admimistration has supported Pakistan
to strengthen ils linancial position, Lo save Lhe coun-
try feom any possible default, it has been playing the
same role in the past as well, depending on its rela-
tiongwith the government in Ilamabad,

The US Secretary of State Antony Blinken tweet
about approval of the IMF program lfor Pakistan
speaksa lot, "We atand by the Pakistani people dur-
ing these hard times and welcome the International
Manetary Fund's approval of a program to support
Pakistan., We urge Pakistan Lo conlinue working

for signing and lough agree
ment with the IMFwhich burdened the masses with
price hike and pat the current government difficulty,
The prime ministor in his recent address to the nation
ance again castigated Imran Khan government for the
economic and finaneial policiesand held him responsible
for the present bad economic condilions,

Wellin Pakistani pali every new gavernment blames
the previous coe for the economic and financial devas.
tataon. Imran blamed the PML (N} in 2008 while the
PIM is doing Lhe same today. The best solution was that
the present governmend should bave disclosed the 2019
I[MF ngreement to the masses telling them who actually
was responsible for the financial and economic destruc-
tion in Use country, The debts are hilling the cilizens
and country badly, We need debls Lo pay back Uhe debts
and interests. Recently, the IMF has projected rising
oxternal dobt by $12.975 billion, going up to $136.549
billion in the ongoing fiscal year against $123.574 billion
im the last fiancil year 202223, [t also projected that
the external debl would g4 up La S142.137 hillion in the
figcal year 2024-25, S146.770 billion in the fiscal year
2025-24, £150.138 billion in 2026-27 and $152.138 bil-
lien in the fiscal year 2027-28,
We are in 2 debl Lrap, How can we gel out of it7 A billian
dollars question, We have seen a rapid increase in our
internal aed external debe ce 2002, We need strict
financial management. We need a debt management pol-
icy. We need to rely on our own resources. We need to
keep u bulance belween our income and expenditure,
Successive goveraments had been averspending by et
tiog loana from [Fls and friendly countries. Good lanns
are for development projects, while the bad loass are
for debt servicing. How long we could survive like this?
How lang our Prime Ministers and Finance Ministers

would keep on begging the friendly countries like Chi
na, Saudi Arabia, UAE, and others for the favor. Envugh
4 entugh, Our main political parties especially those
which are asplring to form the next government, should
come up with a clear economic and financial plan,
Pakistan has been getting dollars from [MF since 1950s.
Whenever vur governmentrequests the IMF for the
loan, politicions and people sccuse the international
financial institution of the strict conditionalities, The
governments impose now taxes, remove subgidies re-
sulting in an increase in price hike-inflation, again the
target is the IME. Whatever is negotisted and agreed
by any siiting government must be implemented (o get
the dellars from the Fund, The propagamda of the poli-
ticiams has becoms so strong that masses believe that
the country’s fisancial and economic decisions are being
Laken by the IMF. Which is totally wrong. What the IMF
demands from any government which goes into 8 loan
agreement,finapcial management.

IMF aske our governments to end budget deficit, to
imcrease revennes Lo run Lhe country and pay the lans
[rom its own resources, Lo reduce power and gas losses
teontred the circalar debt). Restructore PIA, Railways,
Steal Mills, and other public sector enterprises to
end their thousands of billion rupees losses. It wants
a smarl and ellicient governamce system lo save na
Bomal resources. [U wants Lo expand e (ax net Lo ine
crease revenues, Why did our successive governments
fail 1o bring any reforms in state institutions, Our pal-
iticians expecially the bureaucracy, must educate the
masses about all the landing apencies thal whatever
money theough the taxes is being collected goes (o the
government kitty, 1 sequest the palitics] leaders that
bring reforms in state institutions, and governments
should generate financial resources to run the country
top going Lo IMF, Saudi Arabia, or China for any
Inan, which brings a bad name to Pakistan,

{0 Pakiatani likes that any of their Army Chiefs should
be visiting countriesrequesting them for leans. 1t's not
their job. Financial and political management is the job
of pulitical leadership of the country. Il we really want
Lo live 2 respectabie life, we must set our houss in real
arder, Political stability i the foundation of econcmic
and financial prosperity; therefore, leaders of all poli-
ieal parties must give up their personal agendas and
develop pulitical consensus. If they conld?

Role of Government during the Covid-19 Crisis in Pakistan

Rimsha Abrar Khan

The pandemic has taught us
the importance of a robust
healthcare infrastructure.

Pakistan should concentrate

on enhancing its healthcare
system, such as hospitals,
clinics, and laboratories, to
better handle future health
emergencies. This entails

increasing the number
of healthcare facilities,
improving their quality, and
ensuring the availability
of essential medical
supplies, including PPE
and ventilators. Moreover,
investing in research and
development can facilitate
the development of
domestic expertise
and reduce reliance on
external sources during...

HE COVIDMS pandemic has had a profound im-

pact an economies worldwide, and Pakistan is no

exception. With the spread of the virus and sub-
sequent lockdown measures, the coustry experienced 8
significant disruption m employment aml lveliboods. n
response, the Pakstani government has taken several
measures to mitigate the impact of the pandemic an em-
ployment and support affected individuals s business-
ex This article explores the role of the government in
employment during the COVID-1% pandemic in Pakistan.
Ta address the econamic fallout of the pandemic, the
Pakistani government implemented variows stimalus
packages aimed at supporting egaen, protecting
jobss, and geserating employment opportunities, These
packages included tax reliefl measurcs, loan deferment
schemes, and financial assistance to vulnerable sec
tors such as agriculture, tourism, and small and medi-
wirrsized enterprises (SMEs), By injecting lquidity into
the economy, the government simed to prevent wide-
spread layndfs and job losses. To encourage business-
e to retain their emplayees during the pandemic, the
pavernment introduced wage sabsidy programs, These
programa provided finpncial support to companies, en-
abling them to continue paying salaries to their work-
farce even during perieds of reduced economic activity,
Hy doing so, the government aimed to prevent a surge
in unemplayment and ensure Lhat individuals and ther
fammilies could meet their basic needs. Recogaizing the
nead for job creation, the government launched sever-
al initintives 1o stimulate employment during the pan-
demic. One netable program was the “Kamyab Jawan
Program,” which aimed to provide loans and support o
young entrepreneurs, enabling them fo start their own

.5

partnerships with the private sector to address the em-
ployment challenges psed by the pandemic. By engag:
ing with businesses, industey sssociations, and trade
unions, the government aimed to facilitate dialogue,
idemtify neads, and develop collaborative selutions, Pub-
lic-private caaperation plaped a crucial role in support-
ing businesses, retaining jobs, and promoting sastaina.
ble econvmic recovery. As the pandemic continues to
evolve, the Pakistani government must remain vigiant
and adapt its stratogies 1o address emerging employ-
ment challenges, While the initial response focused an
immediate relief measures, the government should now
prioritize initiatives that promote sustainable job cred
tiom, enhance p , and foster

Imvesting in digital infrastructure, pramoting innovation
amd technolagy adeption, and supporting sectors with
high growth ptential can contribute to long-term em-
ployment generation and economic resilience,

The pandemic has taught us the importance of & robust
healtheare infrastructure, Pakistan should concentrate on
enhancing s healtheare system, such as hosgitals, clinics,
and laboratories, to better handle future health emergen:
cies. This entails increasing the number of healthcare
facilities, improvieg their guality, and ensuring the avail-
ability of essential medical supplics, incduding personal
protective equipment (PPE) and ventilators. Moreover,
imvesting in research and development cn faeiliate the
devalopment of domestic expertize aml reduce reliance
an external sources during emerpences efficient testing
and surveillince systems play o crucial role in containing
the spread of the virus. Pakistan shouk] expand its testing
capacily by establishing mare lesting centers nationwide
and rnamm, sccessible testing for all citizens, Addition-

lwsum e and generate empl

iti the 'm[msinn:nu:
develapment prajects and pul‘.lr private partnerships,
creating job opportunities i construction and related
sectors. To address the skill gap exscerbated by the
pandemic, the government focused on enhancing the
emplayability of iedividuals through kil development
and traiming programs. These initintives aimed to equip
the workfores with relevant skills for emerging seclors
and promote entrepreneurship, By investing i human
«capital, the government aimed to enhance the long-term
emplaysbility and resilisnce of the workforce, even in
the face of future crises. The government recognized

ally, developing advanced contact tracing applications and
deploying @ skilled workforce for contact tracing can help
identify and isolate prdential cases promptly. This informa.
ton can assist in Largeted mterventons and limil the Lrans
migsion of the virws Vaceination remains the most effective
tool in combating the COVID-E pandemic. Pakistan needs
o ensure fair %5 to vaccines across all regions of the
country. A comprehensive vaccination campaign should be
launched, prioritizing velnersble popalations inially and
geadually covesing the entire population. It is essential to
address vaccine hesitancy theough public awaroness com-
paigms, dispel misinformation, and promate the benefits of
ummnrm Collabarating with imternational arganiztions

the need Lo provide sus
dividusls and families affected by the pasdemic. In cal-
lahosation with international organizations and ocal
wtakehalders, the government expanded the coverage of
exisling social salety nel programs and imiroduced new
umes. These inititves incheded cash transler pragrims,
food assistance, and healthcare support, ensuring that
those most affected by the crisis had access to essential
resources wnd services, The povernment actively saught

and phar can help secure an ade
quate vaccine supply and expedite the vaccination process.
The pandemic hes exposed the vulnersbilities of Paki
stan’s sociccconemic fabric, Strengthening socinl safaty
nels is crucial to protect the most vilnerable sections of
sockedy, inchuding daily wage earners, informal workers,
and marginalized communities. Expanding cash transfer
programs, providing food assistance, and extending health
imsurance coverage can alleviate the financial barden on

affected § and familes,

unemployment banefits and support mechanimes for small
businesses can belp preveat long-term economic repercus-
swns, The pandemic has accelerated the need for digital
transformation in vatious sectors, Pakistan should prior-
itize the development of digal infrastructure, inchading
improved internet connectivity, to Gacilitate remate work,
online education. and telemedicine services. Encouraging
| paymint platforms and e-commerce can
reduce ph t and boost econnmic activity. F
thermare, investing in digital =kills traiming and digital Jit-
eracy programs can enhance the workforce's adaptability
to changiag circumstances and promote wctusive growtl.
The closure of educational mstitutions durieg the pas-
demic has disrupted the learning pracess for millions of
students. Pakistan needs to devalop rebust anline learning
platforms nnd privide nccess to remote education resoure:
s, expecially for marginslized communities. Ensuring that
stullents have aceess to digital devices and the mterset can
bridge the education gap, Additionally, imvesting in teacher
training programs for caline mstraction and promaoting the
I taals in classrooms can improve the quality of
education in the Jong run. The pandemic bas emphasized
the need for effective erlais preparedoess and response
mechanisms. T‘a'klﬁl.ln |I.|>Il|d establish & drdlr.m i nation

al task force an
respanses b public ll:all]l ETIEYEPACER T'hls Lask force
should callab with | bealth

share realtime dats, and develop standanlized protocols
For managing cutbreaks. Investing in research and develop:
ment far the creation of indigenous diagnastics, thempen:
tics, and yaceines can alseenhance e country’s prepared:
ness for future health crises,
The COVID-19 pandemic has preseated unprecedented
challenges for emplayment in Pakistan, However, the
government has proactively responded by implementing
warious measures o support businesses, prolect jobs,
and create employment opporiunities. Econemic stimu-
lus packages. wage subsidy programs, skill develapment
inifintives, and socin] protection measares have played
a eritical role in mitigating the impact of the pandem-
ie on employment. Moving forward, sustained efforts
to promote eatrepreneurship enhance skill sets, and
foster public-private cooperation will be esseatial for
u robust and inchisive recovery, ensuring n brighter fis
ture for employment in Pakistan. At the end, | thank to
Respected Sir De. Mubammad Akram Zaheer who has
shewe in my growth s a writer, His belief in my abili-
ties and their dedication to helping me succeed has been
an ipvalusble source of mativation. His mentorship has
empowered me Lo explire new petspectives, challenge
my own assumplions, and develop a stronger and more
canlident voice,
— The writer is BS Medical Eaboratory
and Technology University of Okara
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Army fumes
over TTP
safe havens

From Pace 01
According  to the ISPR
statemeat, the involvement
af Alghan nativnaks o acts
al terrovism in Pakistan is
another importaat conceri
that needs i be addressed
“Such attacks are intoler-
able and would elicit effec
tive response [rom the Se
surity Forces of Pakistan,”
it ndded. The army chiel
during visit paid rich tribute
1o the Shubada, visited the
inqured soldiers at CMH,
Quetta, and lawded their
sorvices to the nation and
appreciated their resclve.
The military's media wing
said that operations against
terronsts woull  continue
usabated and the armed
forces shall not rest till the
mensce of terroriam i roal-
ed at from the country.
Earlier o arsival, the COAS
was received by Command-
er Quetta Corps.

A Day earlier, nine Fakistan
Army  soldiers  embraced
martyrdom while five ter
rerists were killed afier se-
curity forces retaliated to
a “dastaxdly atlack™ on the
Zhob garcson Ia morthern
Balachistan on Wednesaday,
the military’s medin affairs
wing =id, [n a statement
issued in the morning, the
InterServices Public Rels
tions (ISPR) =il the mili
tants launches the attack in
the early hours of Wednes
day, following which four
saldiers were mastyred and
five others were injured,
The terrorists” imital at
tempt o sneak into the
faciliby was checked by sob
diers on duty”, the ISPR
s, adding that they were
“contained into a small area
al the boundary” in the en-
suing exchange of fre.

Top terrorist
commander
killed in
Afghanistan

From Pace 01
acrues the country, Twa af
Duiadzai's beothers, samely
Mian Jaffar and Quri Qadim,
wore ako killed in mili
tary aperaticns by US and
NATO forces in Alghanistan
during the last years of
Ashraf Ghani's regime.

PM breaks
ground on
Chashma

NPP Unit-5

From Pace 01
Termirsg it n huge milestane
and a symbcd of cooperstion
hetween the two great frends
— Chiina and Pakistan — Slse-
hibaz sard the project would
Telp the country promote
dean, efficient and compar
alively chesper energy. He
said after & pause of many
years, the  ChinsPakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
was gairg agaim in full swing.
He gave the cmdit of con
chudmg the agreement of C-5
1o the coalition gevernmest
and the SPI for their hand
effarts, “Our detmctors had
teen fabricating ramsours all
around Uiat Pakistnn was go-
ing to defult on its sovereign
commitments but we crossed
all turbulent waters n just 15
mianths® he added Hiwever,
he sand the risk of potestil
dufult had boen completely
awerted through the team of
fort af the government.

The peime minister said
couple of days ago, there
was an approval of the In-
ternational Manetary Fund
(M) programanse, and with
m 44 hours, areund $4.5
hillion were transterred by
Pakistan's brothery coun-
tries Saudi Arabia and UAE,
besides anather 1.2 billion
froms the IMF. Aboul four
months ago, he sail the Chi-
nese government and con-
mercial hanks rolled over
amounts back to Pakistan
1o the tune of $5 billon. He
paid his tribules to Chinese
President X1 Jinping. Sandi
Crown Prince Mohammad
hin Salman, and UAE Presi
dent Muhamed bin Zayed AL
Nahynn for their support in
the hour of poed.

He informed that due to
sermus efforts by the oo
alition  government and
himself, the Chinese com-
pany kept the projest cost
at the level agreed upon in
201718 by the thenPMLN
gevernment and did nol in
clude the average nflation
af around 109 in the project
cast, Further, he said on
his reqoest that 2 discoant
al Re30 billion was also gre
i to Pakistan, reflecting 2
sense of slnrcn&) between

20 History-chasing Jabeur hopes for

third time lucky at Wimbledon

“I think a final is a final,” Jabeur said. “You're playing someone,
Grand Slam champion or not. I think it’s going to be very difficult

LONIKIN: Uns Jabeur hapes it will be third
e lucky when she atlempts L become
the first African or Avab woman to win a
Grand Slam singles title at Wimbledon on
Satarday. The ZHyearold Tunisian takes
an Markels Yondrousova of the Crech Re-
public, hoping o go one better than last
year when she was defeated by Elena Ry-
bakina in the final a1 the All England Club
and Inst to world number one Iga Swiatek
at the U5 Open later in the year

Unlike ber twe finad loases al the nsjors,
this tie woeld number six Jabear will start
as the favourite against the lefthanded Von-
drousova, the first unseeded woman in the
She has had
a Lough run to Sulurdsy's championship
match, beating two-time former winner Pei-
ra Kvitova in the last 16, third secd Rybaki-
ma in the cquarterdinal and then coming from
a =t down Lo knockl sut second-ranked Ary
na Bababenka in the semilinals. By doing
s0 she bocame the first woman to defeat
threo top-10h players at Wimbledon since
Serena Williams in 2012, But she =aid she
conld nat afford 1o take her eye off the ball
an Saturday, even though she is taking on

Vimbledon final in 60 ye

Siam

ar ool

wery i
can

pen  for
hoth,  Wha-
ever  could

handle  more
the emotions,
whoover could

will
win that match,

a player far Tower down the
runkings at 42 in the warld

“1 think s fimal is a &

it's going to be

bapr

champion

t. 1 think

Ficult, *1t

be more ready
o the court,
defmitely

side for

2021 matching
th

«

third round in b

slays very good.”

“| want tn make my path worth it, winning
painst all Lhese Grand Slam chanpions
tix e i the fimad, Yeah, I'm poieg fidl in,
& and hopefully this time it »1l work,”
. Unly six women have lost all three of
ear (st Grand Slam (inals, although
two af those - Clots Everd and Him
Clijsters - eventislly made up for
bost time. Jabeur has form on hier
aturday, with 3 tour:
best 28 wins on prass since

bledon
pion Maris Sharapova
hetween 2004 and 2004,
Hiwewer, Jabeur has Tost twice in
2023 o Vondrouseva, in the sscond
mund of the Avsiralan Open and
mi. "T'm going for
my revenge, | didn't win against hor
this year. She has good hands. She
said Jabeur of an op-
poment who is appearing in her second

run
of for
mer Wi
cham-

Slam final after finishing runnerup at the
2018 French Open,

Vondrouseva, whose run st Wimbledon las
guaranteed her a retarn to the world's op
21 et week, was an imjured bysiander at
Lthe lournament in 2022, reduced o

y = jrwniching a friend sttempt o qual-
’///iﬂ' for the main desw. A second

st surgery hiad ruled her out
far six months although her ab.
sence fram the lour at least allowed

Ier the space and tine to gel married,
She is the secondbowest ranked player to
reach the Wimbledon final - only Serens
Williams in 2008 was ranked lower at 131,
ilte Jabeur, the 24yeanck] Ceech has had to
buttle hard to make the fimal She deleated
four seeds in succession jst to make the
seminals by secing off Veronikn Kudermeto-
wa, [lonma Vekic, Marie Bourkova and Jessica
Pegula. Againet lourttrrankes) Pegula of the
United States, she was 14 down i the fimal
sut. In Thursday's semifinal, she swopt past
erovd favourite Eling Svitlina of Ukraine in
two comfartable sets.
£y U s bappening, Bust [ ik anything can
lsxppen mn teanis,” she said, - AP

For me, it's really cra

History makers Morocco

to face Zambia in
FIFA WC qualifiers

RABAT:  History-making
2022 | Warld Cup
semifimalists  Morocea

must win a group includ-
ing Zambia o emsure
qualification for the sext
edition in Canada, M

and the United £
Congo  Brazzaville,
zanis, Niger

T
and Erlires
complete Group B sfter &

draw made on Thursdar in
Abidjan, the Tvory Coast's
commercial capital, by for
mer African stars,
Maroces became the first
African or Arab country
ta reach the FIFA World
Cup semi-finals lasr De-
cember in Qatar before
losing to France and fin-
ishing fonrth,

With Europebased stars

like . Yassine  Bousuu,
Achrafl  Hakimi, Sofvan
Amrabat and  Youssef

en-Nesyri available, they
ook likely winners of the
sectivn with Zambia pos-
ing the greatest threat
Moroces are the high-
estplaced African team in
the latest FIFA rankings,

ahead of Cuap of Nations
title-holders egal with
Tupisia third. Senegal are
in Group B and the biggest
danger to them is likely
to comea from the rapid
Iy improving Democratic
Republic of Cango, who
played s the 1974 World
Cup when keown as Zaire,
Like  Moso Sadin
Mane-imspired Senegal are
seeking a third consecutive
appearance at the fousyear
ly global showpiece, with
the next edition set for mid-
2026. Tunisin are in Group
H with Equatorial Guinea,
i rising force in Africa who
beat the aerth Africass in a
Cup of Nations qualifier last
month, Longtime rivals ¥
geria and South Africa will
clash in Group C, which
imcludes Zimbabwe, whise
FIFA ban for government
imterference in foothall was
lifted two days ago.

Ghana, who made an ear
ly exit in Qatar, will fancy
their chinces of fmishing
first in Group | abeve
Malt, the only first seeds

whio have not qualified for
the Warld Cup.

Camervan, whe hold the Af
rican record for World Cup
gualification with eight ag-
pearances, have heen poor
in mecent Cup of Nations
matches, affering hupe to
Cape Verde and Angola in
Group D, Algeria, wha lost
ot to Camerann for a place
in Catar, appear likely win-
mers ol Group G with unpre-
dictable Guisen  probably
the main challeagers,

Ivory Coast, hosts of the
et Cup of Nations in Jani-
ary and February 2024, are
anoihier country who will be
satisfied with the deaw,
The biggest threat to the
threstime Word Cup qual
iers coald come nat from
second seeds Gabon, bul
from shock 2021 Cup of
Nations  quarterfinalists
Gambiz, Egypt have won
the Cup of Nations 2 re
cord seven thmes. bul often
streipgle to qualify for the
World Cup, reaching the fi
nal anly three times.

They are in Group A,

where Burkine Fazo sed
Guinea-Hissan could
trauble the Mohamed 3a-
lah-captained  Pharaok
With the number of final-
iets expaadiog from 32 in
Catar to 48 in North and
Central America, Africa
ate puaranteed o recond
mine places, and possibly
10. Each group winner will
qualify automatically and
the best foar runnersup
enter play-offs with the
winner going to intercor
federation play-offs, with
two places up for grabs.
Apart from an African team,
e confederation play-ofls
will include two teams from
North/Central America and
one each from Asia, South
America and Oceania,
Matchdays vne and twa i
Africa will be pliyed this
November, with & Further
two rounds pext vear and
six in 2025, The draw was
scheduled for Wednesday
this week, only o e de-
layed 24 hours at the last
mimuate without an afficial
explanation, - Agencies

Kichenok wins
Wimbledon mixed
doubles title with Pavic

LONDON: Ukrinian Elina Svitolina's bid to win the Wimble-
dom singles fall shart on Thirsday but her wardorn nativn
could atill celebeate o Grand Slam champion 82 Lyudmyla
Kichenck and Croatian partmer Mate Pavic later wou the
mixed doubles. The A0uearcld Kichenok and Pavic, seaded
seventh, beat Belgium's Joran Viiegen and China's Xu Yilin
B BT 65, T try 1o encourage the people in Ukrvine and

T hage this

lps a little because they are fghting for their

freedom,” Kichenok ssid to & huge ovation from the Centre
Caurt crowd, *This feels amazing, | want to thank my part-

rer far playing incredible in this twn weeks,”

Farmer daubles

wierhl number ane Pavic, also 310, adds the Winbledon mixed
donhles titles to five othber Grand Slam doubles titles, three
in men’s and two in mixed. Earier on Thursday, wildcard
Svitolina was beaten 6.3 63 by Czech Marketa Vondrousava

in the women's semidinals, -

Agencies

Levy meets Byern
for Kane sale

LONDON: Tottenbam claiz
man Daniel Levy met with
Hayern officals on Thurs
day over the possible sale
of Englaid captain Harey
Kane. However, the Spurs
striker will be part af the
squatl for their prossason
tour of Australia and the Far
Eaat. Tottenham (y to Perth
later on Friday for Tesday's
allPremier League encoun
ter with West Ham.

With one year left on his
contract, Kane's future has
been subject to much spec-
ulation so far this summer,
Bayern are keen to sign

Tottenham’s alltime lead-
ing goalscarer but have nat
been abie to strike a deal.
When new boss Spurs Ange
Pestecoglou met the me-
dia on Mosday, he zawd he
planned to give Kape “his
wision for how to make the
chab successful®. After visis-
ing Perth, Tottesham wil fly
o Thailand, where they will
face Leicester on 23 July
befare hesding to Singapore
for & hastlly arranged ganw
against local sxde Lion City
on 26 July after initial op-
punents Roma pulled aut of
the trip. - Agencies

Pakistan A
chase down 180
against Nepal

DHAICA: Kighthasded tatter Tiyyab Tahir scoved 51 mans to
1A} rums with for wi

hielp Pakistan A chase d

aaieat Nepal towin their first mtch in the angaing ACC Mms
Enmergiegs Cup. Tayyab was a belping hand to the batters after
Pakistan bost their openers in quick succession. Hasebadlah {12)
and Saim Aywib (24) fell backenhack tn offspinner Pawan Sar
maf inside 10 overs. Bat, Tayyab held bis nerves calm, bailding
brief partnerships with Orar Yousaf (36) and Kamran CGho.
z 51 rues off aloegside 67 balls
egaal, Lali Raghanshi took thiee
wickets whereas Sarmf took two,  Eadier;, nghthanded batter
Sompal Kami rescsed Nepal apd helped them s 179 rns,
Stahniwaz Deham destroyed Nepal's top onder afler they de
cided to hat first. Dishand bagged the top three batters within mo
Heme bo let Palistan lead the ganse from the froet

Nepal were reduced to 396 inside 10 avers with very litth:
hiope left for survival. Asd they got the one saviur in the
form of Sempal wha held his nerves calm and scored his
third LntA bialf-century, He scored 75 off 101 balls mdudlm:

lamn (31}, He ended up-sco
mchuiling six boundaries, For

! and two

Soarspal's inni

nine b

Nepal a breath of hope and they will now lnak 1o defend the
Mahammad Wasim Jr alsa supported Dn.
picking up four wickels for 51 runs in his 10
ervers, Dahani hagged five wickets, including the much-need-
e scalp of Sompal in the end, Sompal edged Dahani's de-
livery behind the stumps with skipper Mohammad Haris
taking a simple catch diving on his right. - Agencies

total, Meanwhibe,
hami guite well,

Imam joins Babar’s Colombo
Strikers for LPL 2023

COLOMBC: Left-handed apener Imam-ulHaq joined hi
natinnal capbain Balﬂr Azam and teammates in the Co-

Il s’ aquad

for the upcoming editien af the

Lanka Premier League (LPL). Imam-ubHag is set 1o make
his first-ever foreign T20 fmnchize league appearnnce af-
ter Calombio Strikers signed the apeser as i replacement

for Ireland’s Lorcan Tacker.

Strikers, led by Babar Azam,

naw feature five Pakistant cricketers in their set of aver
seas players beaides the Palivstan caplaon.

Imam-ulHag will join ap with his Pakistan teammates
Wahah Riaz, Naseem Shah, Iftikhar Ahmed and Moham-
mad Mawaz. Before his inclusion in the Colomba Strikers’
squad for the upcoming edition of the LPL. ImamrubHag
had nly featured in the Pakistan Super League (PSL).
The lefi-handed batter has featured in 22 PSL fis-
tures and has 542 runs under his belt with the help
of five half-centuries. It ia pertinent to mention that
the fourth edition aof LPL, the T20 franchise cricket
toursament in Sri Lanka, is scheduled to be played
between five teams, from July 31 to August 22

A total of 12 Pakistan cricketers weee roped in for the up-
coming fourth edition of the Lanka Premier League (LPL)
im the player auction which teok place last month.
Notably, hefors the auction took place, some of Paki-
stan's notable cricketors had already found new homes
in the LPL, Leading the charge i= the formidable Pa-
kistan captain, Babar Azam, who will be representing
the Calombo Strikers. Joining Babar i the LPL was the

youny and fiery fast bowler, Naseem Shah, whi had also
been acguired by the Colombo franchise,

Another key addition to the LPL is the explosive bats-
man, Fakhar Zaman, who will be donning the colours of

the B Lave Kandy team,
Pakistan P

te in LPL 2023

Tayers to
B-Love Kandy: Fakhar Zaman, Molamemad Haenain, Asif
Ali, Mohammad Haris, Aamer Jamal
Colombe Strikerse Babar Azam, Mazeem Shah, Wahab
Riaz, Iitikhar Ahmed, Mohammad Nawaz

Jaltna Kings: Shoah Malik, Zaman Khan. -

DNA

N. Korea hlames US for regional tensions at UNSC

The Security Council imposed sanctions after North Korea's first nuclear test explosion
in 2006 and tightened them over the years in a total of 10 resolutions seeking — so far
unsuccessfully — to cut funds and curb its nuclear and ballistic missile programs

NEW YORK: North Korea's
UN. ambassador defended
his country’s recent lomg-
range missile launch in @
rare appearance at the LN,
Sevurity Council on Thirs.
day where he aleo accused
the United Stater of driving
the situation m northeast
As@ “to the brink of nucle-
ar war.”

Kim Seng told the coun-
cil that Wednesday's test-
flight of the developmental
Hwasong18 missile was a
legitimate pxencs of the
North's right o selfde-
fense. He said the United
States was raising Tregion-
al tensions with nuclear
threats and deploying a

the t

1o Sauth Forea for the firs

time in 14 years.
Kim said the missile unch
had *no negative effoct on
the secarity of a neighbor
ing country,” pointing to
Japan's announcement that
the ICBM — which flew at
a steep angh — landed in
open waters outside [fa
pan's exclusive  econemic
zone, South Korea's TN
Ambassador Hwang Joos-
kook  countered,  ssking
“Haw can an ICEM launch
ever make neighboring
cnuniries appear safe?”
Diplomata said Ki's ap
pearance was the firet time
u Morth Korean diplomat
addressed  the Security
Council since 2017,

Hwanyg said each of North
Korea's ropeated  ballistic

mesde launches allow the
contey to advance its tech-
nology tewand its goal of
having an arsenal of nucle-
ararmed weapans.
Immediately  before  the
meeting a statement from
nime council members e
cluding the U5 and Japan,
juined by South  Horea
was read 1o neporiers con
demning the launch “ia the
strongest possible terms”
and stressing that it was
the Z0th ballistic missile
lounch this year in batant
widation of multiple Secu
rity Council resalutions
hanning such tests,

The Security Council im-
pused sasetions after Nosth
Korea's fiest nuclear test
eaplosivn in 2006 aed tight-

ened them over the years
in & total of 10

lent m the face of 0 many
North Kotean

seeking — o far unsaccess
fally — to cut funds and
curh s nuclear and ballis
e masside programs. The
last sanctons  resclution
was adopted by the coun-
cil m December 2017, and
Chima and Russia vetoed a
U5 spansared resslution m
May 2022 that would have
imposed mew sanctions aver
a spate of intercontinental
ballistic missile In
The  twoe  vetowie

permanent members have
Blocked any council action
including  statements te
the media since then.

The statement by the 10
conntries Baid the Security
Council canmot remain. si-

and musst send a message to
&l proliferators “that this
hehavior & unlawiul, dest
sbdlizing, and will nol be
normalzed.” 1t also called
on all countries 1o confront
North Korea's illicit activ.
ities to genemte mevenne
such as cybercrime.

Bat Russia and China re
mained opposed o any
council action. China's LN,
Ambassdor  Zhang  Jun
tack mote of the lalesl mis
sile test but eriticized the
heightened 115, military
pressure an Morth Korea
and its deployment of stra
tegic weopons o the Kore
an Peninsula,

He sald the loagtins view

af the 115, and other coun-
tries that Nosth Forea
poses & security threat and
their sheession with sanc-
tioms put Morth Kores un.
der “existentin] pressure,”
while the couitry's own
legitimate concerns “have
never heen addressed.”

#hang said history since
the 19905 clearly shows
that dislogue and nego-
tiation are the only way
to case tensions, and he
urged the L1, and North
Kerea Lo resume talks
The statement from the 10
countries said they remain
committed to diplomacy
without  preconditions,
Song made no mestion
of talks, which have besn
stalled since 2018, - APP

PML-N, PPP

agree over

caretaker
setup

Fors Pace 01

The meeting betwesn
Nawaz and Zardari was a
continuation of the char
ter of democracy.Sources
said the formula had been
chasen for the caretak.
er setups in Sindh, B
lochistan and the centre.
In the federal caretaker
cabinet, the PML-N would
suggest more  ministe
T‘he FPP and other partiss”
representation,  bowever,
would have cerfain per
tage, sources said.
Additinaally, the idea of in
chuing retired judyes and
ather personalities (from pal
itics and business commumi-
1y) in the caretaker setup was
alin consklered. The PMLN
and PPPs bigwigs had begun
discussing key mames for the
caretaker administmtion. On
Manday, the PP advised the
governmenil 1o dissolve s
seshilies by dag 8,
Federal Minkster for Com
merze Navesd Camar, while
speaking in  Parliamest
House, stated that il was
the federal povernment's
domain to dissolve the as
somblies. The PP, he said,
wanted electoral  reforms
bedore the electuons.

France,
Pakistan
relations
diverse...

Form Pace 01

efficient financial system
capable of besefiting both
to development and the pro-
tection of our planet.
“I'he relationship af trust
was alsa reflected in the
bilateral  consultations
held last February in Paris
between the top officials
af both foreign ministries.
L the meeting, we agreed
an o roadmap which opens
up proapects for coopers-
tion in various fields
litical, econamic, i
tural, et} My pnunu
is to emsure, with our
Pakistani partmers, it is
concrete for the beme-
fit of the Pakistanis and
France: Pakistan {read-
ship', he added.

COAS in

Iran on

two-day
official visit

From Pace 01

“It is expected that interim
Afghan Government wld
nat allow the use of its soil
1 perpetrale termor against
any country, in the real
sense and in line with corr
mitments made in Thoha
Agresment,” it said,

Pakistan

gets LNG

shipment
offer

Frowm Pace 01
cash-strapped natien's of
fer, Traders, an the con-
dition of anomymily, had
said that Pakistan LNG
Limited's (PLL} bid to
purchase six shipments
for Uctober to December
closed with no companies
regpanding to the offer,
Bloomberg bad reported
As per the |atest update,
Trafigura Group offered
two LNG shipmenis for
January to Febeoary de
livery, said traders privy
to the matter,

Accarding to the media
outlet, the move comes
as  Pakistan's goveri
ment finances are on the
mend. The nation won fi-
nal appraval ta borraw 83
billios from the IMF ear-
lier this week, unlocking
long-awaited lending that
will help ease its dire
nead for cash.

The ehipments that Tra-
figura offered are priced
at roughly a 30% premi-
um to current market
prices, according to trad-
ers. Typically, spot pus
chases of fuel would be
zold at similar levels to
market prices,

Pakistan won't award the
tender until July 31 and it
still k't cleas if the coun-
try will fallow through with
uying the foel, Credit risk
had been a barrier stop
piag LNG suppliess from
selling spot shipments to
the mation.

The IMF deposited 31.2
billioa ints the SBP ac
count yesterday, boosting
the cash-strapped na-
tion's hope for economic
stability, 5 it teetered on
the brink of default for
several months,
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Everyday 2
children drown
crossing
Central
Mediterranean

GENEVA: Two children are
drown om average per day
while trymng lo cross Cen
iral Mediterranean due to
the “sbsence of safe and
legal moates.” the UN Chil
dren's Agency. UNICEF,
saidl om Friday. The namber
of chiliren that have lost
their fives while attempt-
ing to cross the Mediterra
nean Lo reach Europe bas
doubled compared lo last
vear, Verena Knaus, the
UNICEF's global chiel on
migration  and  displace:
ment, told a UN press briet
ing in Geneve, These mum.
bers, she sai, are deiven by
conflicts in Sudan, the Dem-
acratic Republic of the Con-
@i, West Alrica, and even as
dar sway as Afghanistan.

In the first six months of
2023 alone, 289 children
have  died, Knaus  said,
equivalent 1o aroasd 11
children dying every week.
In the wsme peeiod, the
total pamber of chidren re-
comied that bave tred (o owes
s around 11,600, she sdded.
Tsey are literally devwning
n thie insction of grsmments
amemd the shores,” she
said. “Children are dying
because there = an sbsence
af safie and legal routes, Chil
dren are dying because there
are no obust search and
rescue capacitics deplaped {o
prevent such deathis, And chil
dren ame dying because they're
= desperate in their contries
andd unable to seek pmtection
in cauntries they cross,” She
streased: “These deaths are
abaolutely preventable.”—
Agencies

Corporate
bankruptcies
soar in Japan

TOKYD: The number o
corporate bankruptcies in
Japan svared to & five-vear
high in the first six months
al 2023, Nikkei news cutlet
reporied Hiis week, citing
a survey by credit research
company Tokyn Shoko Re-
search. According to the re.
port, a total af 4,042 compa-
nies filed for bankraptey in
the country in the reporting
period, roughly 32% more
than during the mme time
et year. The rize in num-
hers Lt mvalved debts
wxeeoding 10 million yen
(570000 was attributed to
the fact that many business:
w5 have started repaying
luans they took out o make
up for the losses sufferod
in the Covid-19 pandemic:
Apalysts noted the growth
in material and labor costs
as other reasins for the

failures, They said .|]I 10
by

industry sectors covered
the suryey showed & growth
in corparate: failores. The
service sector was hit the
worst with 1,351 bankrupt-
cies, 0 J6.1% incresse in
annual terms, followed by
the construction isdostry
with 75 cases, up 36.3%
yearonyenr. The total debt
left by bankrupt comgpanics,
however, dropped by 45.3%
1o $6.6 hillion compared Lo
lsst yoas.—APP

1IEA trims
0il demand
outlook

London: The International
Energy Agency (IEA) has
it its oil demand forecast
for the first time this year,
citing “persistent” econom.
ic headwinds in wealthy
countries. The IEA sid
@lobal demand will ned grow
asfast in 2023 az previoushy
expected, and will increase
by 22 million barrels per
day (bpd), or about 2%, to
reach an average of 1021
million bpd. The figure is
around 220,00 barrels
les= than last month's
forecast.  “World oil de
mand 18 coming  under
pressure from the chal
Tenging ecenamic ervimn-
ment, nat least because of
the dramatic th i
af menstary policy,”
IEA stated on Thursday.
“Demand in the OECT
{Organization for Econom.
ie Co-operation and Devel-
opment), and Europe in
particular, is languishing
amid a grinding showdown
in industrial activity.” The
worseniBg economic out-
look is “especiully heavy”
for wealthy countries, the
agency said. Demand in
the EU remins restrained
becanse of o manufactur
ing downturs, with wealthy
economies i the DECD
forecast to register four
comsecutive quarlers  af
contracting demsnd u|| [
the end of 2023,

“Faces of Pak” Exhibition
inaugurated in Vitebsk

The exhibition will continue till 15 August 2023. Earlier, an exhibition was also
held in Mmsk at the iconic National Library of Belarus in June 2023

DA

of Palistan” exhibitia
July 2023,

festival of Arts
on the dccasion,
dor of Pakistan to

mndiicultaral,

al history.

The exhibition showcases the di.
werse cullure, rch herilage, and
vibrant traditions of Pakistan
encapsulated in the unique and
caturful [sces of ils pecple.

The exhibition aims to pro-
mole awareness about Pakistan
Belarusian people
and tourists, particulady those
wisiling Vitebsk for the Annw
al Bazaar, Khan added. The

among the

Ambassador  expressed

gratitude to the management

K: Pakistan Embassy in
m collabaration with
ehsk regional museum
history organized the
apening ceremony of “Faces
on 13
The exhibition is
baing held as part of the ac-
tivities of the lnternational
“Slaviansky
Bazaar 2023% in Vitebsk,
Ambassa-
Belarus
Sajjad Haider Khan highlight-
ed Pakistan as a mubliethnic,
and  multilingsal
country with rich traditions de-
welaped over thousands of years

of the Museum, the partici-
pants, artists, musicians, and
guests who made huge conlei-
butions towards the success
of this event. The exhibition
showsases the artworks of re-
newned Pakistani Watercolour
Artist Imran Khan and Visual
Artisl Zuineh Khan, as well
ae the talented photographers
Adeel Chishti and Asmar Hus-

wonden handicrafis, copper
items, and hand-embroidered
textile products are also on
display. The vpening ceremo.
ny also featured & mesmeriz.
ing musical performance by
Tatinnn Kremis, & talented
Belarusian artist,

dishes were also served Lo the
guosts on this secasion. This
iz the third consecutive year
al participation by Pakistan
in the annual Slaviinski Ba
zaar which attracts thousands
of people. The exhibition will
continue till 15 August 2023,
Earlier, an exhibition was alsa
held in Minak at the jconic Na
tiomal Library of Belatus in

June 2023

Big power disputes in spotlight
at SE.Asia security meet

JAKARTA: Top diplomats
trom the United States, Chi-
o and Russia attend a secu-
rity meeting on Friday with
Sowtheast  Asian  foreign
ministers, with the spal:
light an the disputed Scath
China Sea, the Ukraine war
and North Korea's missiles,

The 27-member ASEAN
Regional Farum (ARF) will
provide an arens for hig
powers to lock beads over
a mange of Bsucs, and the

amd Australia.

“The IndoPacilic must nol
be another battlepround.”
Indosesion  Foreim  Mis
ister Retoo Marsudi told
ministers aa she opened
an earlier 1Enation East
Asia Sumanit. "Dur region
must remain stable, and we
intend to keep it that way.”
In talks with Marsudi an
Fritay, Blinken ssid Jakarta
and Washington shere sbi-
lar visions fog o "free, vpen,

has previcusly been a frac.
tinss affair. Host Indone:
sia warned that Soatheast
Asiem bloc ASEAN canot
became a proxy, as USChi-
ma tensions flare over self
ruled  Taiwan, Beijisg's
chose thes with Moscow, and
a tug-ofwar for influence
in the Scuth Pacific US
Secretary of State Antomy
Blinken, Chinss top diplo-
mat Wang ¥i and Huasian
Foreign  Minister  Serge
Lavrow will attend the ARF,
a body set up to discuss
security Baues that also la-
cludes Japan, South Korea

secure, con
mected, msllmm A.m P
cifie region."And the wark
that we're doi
b malke that v
Friday's meetin
the first between Blinken
aml Lavrov since a briel
March encounter in India,
but no bilateral talks are

Wang

us
Ukrsine grimds on.
aed Blinken, however, held
their second meeting in as
many manths on Thursday
as Washingten and Beifing
look to stabilise their rels-
tionship. Blinken tod Wang

that Washington would hold
hackers “sccountable” alter
a beeach of US government
email pecounts was blamod
on Chinese statebacked ac-
tors, a US offical said.
Wang urged Washington
to "work with China in the
same direction” to imprvve
ties and stop interfering in
China's affairs, accoeding
o @ stalement on Friday
by the forekgn mingstey in
Beiing.Wang, replacing
Foreign Minister Qin Gang
who was unwell, also met
with Lavrov oa Thursday,
and the pair pledged to
deepen ties in areas of stra-
tegic communiation and
coaperation. In an imter
view with Indonesian meds
this week, Laveov said the
war in Ukraine would not
end until Western nations
pave up their efforts to
“defeat” Russia. Before sit-
ting around the table agin
Friday, Auostralian Foreign
Minister  Permy  Wong
Faised human rights issues
with Wang, and said it was
crucial 1o speak frankly on

the matter.

She told reporters Friday
she had urged Befjing "for
transparency about  the
mature” of & contreversial
palicimy pact with the Sob
pmea lalands eriticised by
Western powers.

But she poted progress on
a lingering trade dispute
with Beijing, saying same
Australisn mdustres  and
exports had "much more ac-
cess” i the Chinese market
while calling for the remov-
al of all trade “impedients”.
"W will contimse 1o engage
in diabogue, we will contin-
ue 10 work ta navigate mr
differences wisely, Fve said
that we cam grow our bi.
lateral relationshp, while
safeguarding our national
imterest,” she said,

At the ASEAN Regional Fo-
rum, a North Korean official
would be present but Pyoog-
yaing dechined to send its for-
eign minister.

North Korea sid Thursday
that it had tessted

China accuses
US of militarizing
space

BELING: Amid a freese in mil “o-military contacts, Chana
& accusing the United States of |m||(nmuu. ouiler space, o day
after it protested the pasmage of a US. Navy P8A Poseilon
antisubmarine aircraft throwgh the Taiwan Strait, Chinese
Dederse Ministry spokesperson Col. Tan Kefei said on Friday
that LLS. actions, mchuding the establishment af the Space
Fuece i 2009 as the newest branch of the miilary, lave *lusd
a great ||A.’5!alme impact en space security and ghobal strateghe
stabiliy.” “In mcent years, the United States has pecelerated
the militarization of space,” Tan said. “[ would Tike to reiterte
here thal Chira sdberes b e peacelul e of mace, firm-
Iy opposes e weaponization sl the msbing of space inta
a battledield, and opposes any form of ares race m space”
The ministry sad that Tan was resposding to recent concemns
expressed by Space Farce leaders over China's rising capa-
bilities, calling that “classic cognitive dissomance.” China's
advances in space tnclude its awn orbiling space ststion
and plans for a crewed hunar missien. In 2007, it faced in-
ternitional condemnation after using o missile to blaw up
one of its defunct weather satelli ing a fiekd of de-
bris that continues to threaten wther nhm-;.ls in urbt. While
the UU5, bs sent officals to Beifng mchuding Secretary of
State Antony Blinken and Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen,
thes remain at @ historic lew, Chira has pointedly refused
to reestablish contact between the two militanes, possi
bily as & protest aginst LS. siles of defensive weaponry
o Taiwan and sametions against Chinese Defense Mmister
Li Shangfin, Although it is recognized s internatioss] waters

el Airspivce and functions a5 a crucial paute fie international |

o solitfuel intercontinestal
ballistic missde —Agencies

trade, Chira toclaim a proprietary role over the Tai
wan Strait that separites the naintasd from the s governimg
walund demsocracy—DNA

‘Africa land of
opportunities
that shouldn’t be
overlooked’

TEHRAN: Traniin Presadent Ebribim Rawisi spesks to reparters ai Mehrabad Airpart,
“Tehran, Tran, on July 14, 2023, upos retirn from his three-nation tour of Afrca. (Photo
by President.ir) Iraninn President Ebrahim Raeisi stresses the need to promate ties with
African nations, deseribing the continent a5 the land of apportunities where jts potential
walue our ties with the African continent, just as we do
with the countries of Asia and clher regions, and we sheald nol overlook Lhis contment,
which ia full of opportusities,” Reeisi ssid at Tehran's Mebrabad Airgort early on Friday
upon return from his African tour, which took him to Kenyn, Uganda and Zimbabwe. He

should not be overlooked.

sad the first abjective of the trip

o boost the Islimic Republic of lmn's “strategic

epth.” Seving the faith, anti-colanialism spirit, and courage of the Iranian people fallaw.
ing the 1078 Lalamae Revalution, African nations were drwn Lo this Revolution and the
ayatean that canse out of it, Reekad said. The Iranian president noted that lran, following
the 1979 Islamic Revolution, has forged diplomatic ties with mary African states, and
these countries are keen en the advancement of relationships with Tehran in different
arean. Kaeisi al=o stressed the need for enhancing relations with African countriea, say-
ing Lhat the stales are pifted with abundant natural resources and mines, and ey moey
potentials sivd asens for choser cooperation. Preaklent Ebrahim Raeisi has wrapped up
hi throe-sation African toar with a visit to Zimbabwe where the two sides signed 12
to bilateral ties. He said his threenation

af

tour af Africa was also aimed at streagthening economic and trade relaticns with those
countries and eatering new markets with knowledgebased products made by Lmning
experts, The Iranian president mentioned the peavision of raw materials as snother gosl
of his African toar, saying that the issue of extratervitorial cultivation was also among
the discussed subjects, According te Raersi, agreements have been made for barter deals
with African countries where [mn woald get basic goods in retarn for supphying petro-
chemical produets, Scientific am technological exchanges were another topic discussed
during the trip, be said, adding, *Odfices were accordingly established in all the three
countries to take an effective stop in facilitating and strongthening our commanication
and coaperation in this :u-a. Painting o “good meﬂnnas with entrepreneurs and busi:

d their readiness b

between Iran and Africa,

Raeiai said W)-swoven\me ixistiog uhal.lengew were o explored —DNA

India
launches
Moon
mission

NEW  DELHE  Chas-
drapaand, the latest ar-
tempe by the Indian Spase
Research  Ormnization
(5RO} o fand a robotic
rover on the surface of the
maen, successfully  lifted
off on schedule at 2

local time from the Satish
Dbswan Space Cenler in S
Fearikota on the coustry's east
coast, The lunch comes thinee
years afler 3 previous effort
i exphre the surface of the
Moon ended in fxiure. I the
mission B successful, India
would Become just the fourth
country o have achieved a
soft landing om the surface of
the Muoe, jaining the United
States, the Soviet Union asd
Chira. The apder is expected
ta reach the Moan on Augast
21 or 24, "Chandrayzans] has
sarted #8 jurney,” 15RO
chairman Sreedhara Panicker
Somanath said on Friday fol-
Iowing the lunch, whids was

ieeed online b moee: than 14
miin. people, Reuters sl
Frite: Minister Naseesdn Modi
il on socel meds abesd of
the lunch that the mission “will
Gy the hopes: and diems of
o matien.” B = thee fird megor
mifssion sivce Modi's gineon
ment ansousced a deive 1o
secure FEtment from pvale
cmganies b boost New Dedhi's
aerepace amibithns e s
year. Wil Chasdrymass3 cais-
it India to the big league o
spce? Abcat M mimites afer
Iiftolf, SR} misson coptml
confirmed that the binder bad
etered & Earth orbit from
where & would loop towands
the moon next month—APP

Watchdog reports
record surge in Israeli
settlement plans

TEL AVIV: The anti-settbement organization Pesce Now says the far-sight cabinet of prime
mtimister Bengmin Netanyahin has advanced » recoed number of ilegal units in settlements

in the occupied West Bank in the first six months of the current ¥
on Thursdag, the Jsraeli haman rights group said that the Tel Aviv re

In a statement
regime has advanced

12,855 seltler howsing units across the West Bank since January, and the sumber s the

highest figure that it has recorded since it started tracking such activi

im 2012, “In the

pagt six months, the only sector that lsrael has vigorously promotesd is the settlement en-
terprise,” it said in & statoment. The statement came on the same day that fear Pabestinians
sustaimed injuries tmight, twn af them seriausly, in an atack by extremist lsmeli settlers near
the town of Kalr Thulbth, Jocsted 28 kilometers {17 maes) south of Talkarm The official Pales
tinian mews agency WAFA reported that o group of settlers from tse illegal setthement of Katiise

Shoameon attacked the Palestining Bedouin commnmsity «

o Arab alKhol, and pelted resadents

with stoges, njuring four Palestinians, The seitlers 1|9¢| st & stal on fire in the commanity.

The Palestimian Minastry of Health said the

Fubil

Hosgital as a resull of the assall 1L said two Hilr:sllms Were i caitical vucibion ai

they had suifered fractures in the skull and lacerations in the foe-APP

| around

=ain, In addition, traditional
household  items, including |
coramic vases, ouyx items,

A select traditional Pakistani |

| Murray

NI sees one
of highest
increase
incooling
demand days

| WELLINGTON:Cooler

countries ke New Zealand,
Canada, and Britain will
likely see the greatest rela
tive increase in the number
of days that cooling will be
needed cach year as global
temporatures fise, accord-
inig b am international study
published on Friday,

The researchers from the
Uniiversity of Ouford sim-
ulated likely temperatures
the workl under
1.5 and 2 degrees of glob
al warming to estimate the
denund for cooling in differ

| ont countries,

“The study led by Jesus
Miranda published m Ma-

ture Sustainability, & top
| scientific journal, shows
that New Zealandl s in the
top 10 countries, tying

thind, with 3 neadly 24 per
cent relative increase in
cooling demand days as the
world moves from 15 to 2
degraes abave prefndustri
al bevels.  The 2015 Paris

| Agreement recognized that

L5 degrees above pro-in-
dustrial bevels is @ critical
threshold heyond which the
workd enters “dngeroes di
mate chaege.” which will be
experienced through more
imtense and frequent ex-
treme events, like stormvin:
duced floodimg. It is abo
manilest on hotter days that
catse heat stross —APP

Cyclone in
southern
Brazil leaves

dead

SAL PAULDY : An exteatrog-
ical cyclone has devastated
sauthern Brazil, leaving at
least one person dead, 24
imjured and some TO0000
users without pawer, lncal
authorities said Thursday,

The Civil Tefense mport-
ed that betwesn Wedneaday
night and Thurstay mors-
ing, the cyclome caused
fivod= and the most damags
in the states of Rio Grande
do Sul and Santa Calariea
near the barder with Arges-
tina asd Urugusy,

The segivnal povernmest

| further said that in the city

af the Ria Grande one pen
sun died when a tree fell on
8 howse a8 0 result of the

| winds, which reached 140

km per hour on Thursdsy
morning.  Meanwhile, the
Natmnal Institute of Me
teormdogy dectared & rod
alert in the southern regon
of Brazl due to the eximt-
ropical cyelone, the thind
im the region in less than a
month—APP

Western
Australia issues
warning over
MVE

SYDNEY: The health de
partment of Western Aus-
tralin (WA state om Fri
day issued 8 warning aver
Valley encephalitis
(MVE} in the Kimberley e
gion, as a0 infected trwveler
is currently staying in hospi-
tal for treatment,  “The De-
partment of Health i urging
residents and trelers in
the Kimberdey region to take
axtm precautions to provent
masquitn bites follmving un
seannal rinfall amd ongoing
homan cases af fhe mos
auiteborne Murry  Valley
encophalitis (MVE) in the
regian,” the autharity said
im a statement.—Agencies
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Macron
awards
India’s Modi
top France
Immmr

Prime  Mi:

s the featured guast,

Emmanm

the Leg:
i Homour), ‘hn. high-
et grade of Fr
af merit that

“salutes the

sidency said in
. Modi said an

honaur for the
regidents of India®.

The hasouring of Modi this |
vear reflects deepening ties |
between France .|mi India,

i |ur|mnhw A
1 called
“friend” in & spe
dians fiving in Fi
Thursday  evening.
cluseness is not limited to

just the

m fict  reflec

of the um

ring fri
hetween Indi and
Mods i, - Agencies

FIA arrests 9
in crackdown
against
loan apps
DNA

rh.:r it had |
arrested e suspects |
for allegedly blackmailing |

le through predatory

cy, the raids were §

1
Road aun and cas

also registered g 19
other suspects, During the
mid, Inspector Hadar Mu.

sealed different offi

of the company bocated in s |

commercial plazs,

cording to the stat

a daily basis 1o
had used the apps, their
fricnds and families.

were separal
dealing with
in the said offices,

PTI chairman |

submits
reply to NAB

DNA
Ty

ISLAMABAD:
Chairman has
reply befire the !
countability Bareau [NAH)
in £180m selilement case,
refusing o sppear b
the burean wu\u.
dia that

d abjoc

NAR's demand of testimani
as which he party s
irrelevant and showed ol
Tide intentson of the bureau
The reply demanded thy
accountability watch
edablish refalin between
the required documents and
£ ement.

‘Govt should
complete its
term instead
of dissolution’

I-L\M'sl.i Al
Nayyar Bukhari an

coalition governm
complete its term

Sharif announced that the

“U]Illl?’\ pevernment. would §
wer the counlry’s rems §

the car

pi
month. ]
af thy
the the
August
completod unde
hazled rufing co
ing the custer
maer Imran Khan through a

commenced under

no-confidence vote in April |

DNA

last year, -

top hopear 1o Indian |
r Narendra |
Modi at the start of Bastille |
Day celshrations where he |
Mscron award- |
ed Madi the grand cross af §
d'Honoewr {Le- |
arder |

role of the prime minister

'8 s "
1.4 billion |

ibers of two coue |

were |

, the suspects were |

The §
statement added that there |

fore |

o

PP centea |

py said the incumbent §
t should §
sel o ex |

FT1 gevernment an |
2018, el will be

{ former pre- |

President Yoon Suk Yeol on
June 20 makes a speech in
English to promote Busan's
bid for the 2030 World Expo
at a presentation during the
172nd general assembly of
the International Bureau of
Expositions (BIE) in Paris

"Busan is ready... See you in Busan

in 20307

President Yoon Sok Yeal an June 20

English at the 172 nd general assem-
bly af the laternational Bureau of Ex-
i \_vu-.muu: (BIE] in Paris.

President Yoon nllslles
Busan's World Expo bid
at BIE general assembhly

South Korea, now leading
the Bid for 2030 World ExPo

In his speech titled *Promse of the Re
pubilic of Kosea for World and
Future Generations,” President Yoon
expressed the natian's strng intent to
haist the expo in iSm:uu.

wish for the Bus;
ing  the

Jeollana
12, he said Korea has plent
perience aller hosting tw o "spe
i "We will make it

Busan Is Good for EXPO &
and Eve_rythlng Else

Mmm
WLAN, €N

wy will provide a fae
stage for exchanging.*
Vaon also sxid Busan will put

5 ity unigue culbiral Eraditin
s, Korea ia commi tted to

"Also, the Busan expo will be a plat
form of ideas for future generations,”
e adde Busan: Expa,

’hn. young

Bl-pver AEEIStANCY
than 110 menber s

momber states bofore the
Lion decides the venu e in

Threagh 1

ms of the world ‘I"

[rom compelition to s olidarity.*

This fourth pres
ered o watershed mament for cand
date cities

ane shilling vur priorities  The presentation alse featured Kpop
simger and rapper Py, Karina from the
il gr oup Aospa and world-class sopra-
o Sumi Jo to captivate the au
Other figur es from academia and start-
ups spoke in support af Busan's bid.

= }mrm.mL,

ntaticen

sttract votes from BIE

Wee Desk

rve as @ unit in Russ
ent \Ta.‘imir Puti

that challenged Mr Pu
Under the deal th

ally of Russia.

reas of Russim-oceupied

e were now acting as military
for the country's territorial defenc

The ministry said the fighters were train

fer to

ter Wagner's abarted |r.\|lu|) on 2324 [uue
endod the shortlived

ies were told they
Russian army or

wt
Wagner Iu.hkrs were believed Lo still be

Wagner head
rejected offer to
oin army — Putin

Mr Putin said he had
offered them several
“employment options”,
including continued
service under the
command of a senior
Wagner commander
known by his nom de
guerre Sedoi - Grey Hair

n forces “in a number of mil
+ o of Chiipoy-

with Kommersant bus
dent Putin said that 35 W;
hiad beom presont
Mr Pu-
everal Tem-

Aihiber] Wi AR Wi, L us Shyie
this,” Mr Pulin said. "4nd Prigathin, who
didet s all this,

fether the group

would be rved a2 2 fighting wnal.

Majorlty
of minors
abused in
Punjab are
boys: report

DNA

0 a shocking revelation, the

rior departme
as the instances of sexual
boys than
come vietims ch erimes. A
mipiled on the aumeration of
such cases from January to June 15,

of less than
of child abuse

svince — &
elf but made

reveals that in a sp
3

har-

wWorse

rowing number in

¥ further rev

srding to the Tepart, ato

o) of the reporied o
while the remaining 3

ved girls, Yet more disturbing

casas) iny
ware revelat

Moreaver,
those facing trials,
tims’ neighbuors,
and 32% were
th

e
3% were relatives,
rangers. Regarding
child abuse
mast rape

mjab were negistered in Gu
IA|II.It' 220 cases were report-
wted the

ahore reg

140; Babawalpur 12
Sahiwal 127; and Sar

E'

I‘\L.U'[.-\.BAD Speaker Nal.mnal

*) ved on the

of Turkish

Assemhly Ra,la Pervez .-hllra[mtnef.qlm( Turkiye Art Exhibition
and National Unity Day. - DNA

Shehbaz reassured that he will not tolerate
an iota of violation of this agreement

ISLAMABAD: Prinse Minister Muhammad Shebbaz Sharif had & tele-
phonic conversation with MD IMF, Ms, Kristaling Georgieva today, The
Prime minister comyed profound gratitude to the Managing Director
for her support and assistance in materslizing the recently concluded
Stand by Agreement for $3 billon.. The Prime Minister appreciated the
MI} for her and fessi i He also that
DD fell for the poar and termed her suppert as invahuable,

The [MF M said thal Prime Minister of Palistan buill a very convincing
case, though the IMF Buoard was skeptical about Pakistan's commitment
tofulfilling the conditions of sgreement due to the past trust deficit, How-
ever, in the light of her continued engagement with the Prime minkster,
she assured the Board that Pakistan will deliver on js commitments is
she had personally met the Prime Minister and scen his seriousness fo
deliver. She acknowdedged the leadership shown by Prime Minister. She
underfined that there was strong parinership and matsal frust betwees
both the parties now. Terming Pakistan as an important member of IMF,
she reassured Lo continue Lo help Pakistan,

The Prime Minzster on the occassion appreciated MD M. Geongieva for
ber positive approach and ber frank comments during the Prime Minis.
ter's imteraction with her in Paris, Eventaally, the hasd work on both sides
i off and Stasdby Armegement (SBA) was signed

The Prime Minister reassured that he will not tolerste un iota of violatis
of this agresment. *This government is here 1l August after which an
interim govarnment will take over and he is confident that they will con-
timue i fulfill the ohlgations. After elections, if the people of Pakistan
re-elect his government, he is committed to furm over the ecopomy with
the help of IMF and developnsent pariners, sail the Prine Minister,
Referring to Pakistan®s best quality mangos, the Pome Minister sid it
will be an bunour to send a gt of Pakistani msangos te the Marsging
Dhrector a6 & token of respect and deep appreciation. - DNA

Govt mulls strict
laws to counter
disinformation

The PTA authorities are of the view
that PECA, 2016 doesn’t provide
adequate assistance to take action against
those who are spreading fake news

ISLAMABALY: To munurll

dissemination of fake news and propagan
cided Lo am the Prevenation of Electronic
and relevant laws are being studie

3 Shehbaz Sharif constituted mmittee
under Law and Just Minister Azam Naxeor Tarar; the
h1s. now nearly oo

al media role:
of the PTA snd

@ authority
icial portals,

orities concerned to ke stringent action o that
on accpant af their affesce. The FTA authorities
t provide adequate 1

T

i "
iabeleil [.11.\‘ BEWE Was D
nt months, complaints have e
ed in daniaging the reputat
Alar argania 2 While the complaints were seen
the authoritics l.rlu|d|l t rak\ any action against the perp

il i porate from Pakists
al they are answerable for the
heir platfarms Id be blocked
v receipt of complaints, - DNA
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af part

d by Ansar Mal

1 Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press,

Email:

Ph: 051 616



