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Naila 1st Pakistani
woman to scala
Nanga Parbat
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Emergency session held

OIC for steps to
curb Islamophobia

Muslim world condemns desecration of Quran in
Sweden; Muslims across the world have strongly
condemned the desecration of the Holy Quran

Info Minister
condemns Quran
desecration

DNA

PESHAWAR: Information Minister of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Barrister Feroz Jamal Shah
Kakakhel on Sunday expressed strong condem-
nation over the desecration of the Holy Quran in
Sweden. In a statement issued here, the minister
said, “The heinous act has deeply wounded the
sentiments of the entire Muslim Ummah.”

He said that the federal government should strong-
ly protest at the diplomatic level. “The desecration
of the Holy Quran is an act of global terrorism that
inflicts harm on the emotions of the entire Muslim
ummah,” said Barrister Feroz Jamal Shah Kakakhel.

RIYADH: OIC Secretary General and Chairman
presiding over an emergency meeting to condemn
desecration of Holy Quran in Sweden. — DNA

News DEsk / DNA

RIYADH: The Organisation of Islamic Cooperation on Sun-
day said that measures need to be taken to avoid repeated
acts of desecration to the Qur’an, Saudi state TV al-Ekh-
bariya reported. The announcement was made during an
emergency session over the repercussions of burning a copy
of the Qur’an in Sweden on the first day of Eid Al-Adha, the
Saudi Press Agency reported on Saturday.

“We must send constant reminders to the international com-
munity regarding the urgent application of international law,
which clearly prohibits any advocacy of religious hatred,”
OIC Secretary-General Hissein Brahim Taha said.

The meeting, held at the OIC’s headquarters in Jeddah,
was called following an invitation from Saudi Arabia — the
chairman of the Islamic Summit in its current session and
the OIC’s Executive Committee. There has been wide-
spread outrage and condemnation in the Muslim and Arab
world since Salwan Momika, 37, a refugee from Iraq, des-

Four jawans martyred
in Balochistan attack

The martyred officials have been identified as
station house officer Bahadur Khan, Babar,
sepoy Afzal Shirani and Baz Khan Harifal

ecrated the Qur’an and set fire to its pages in front of
Stockholm’s largest mosque on Wednesday.

The “meeting is scheduled to discuss measures against
these despicable acts to express a united position against
the desecration of the Holy Qur’an,” the statement said.
The OIC warned of the seriousness of these acts, which
undermine mutual respect and harmony among peo-
ples and contradict international efforts to spread the
values of tolerance, moderation and rejection of extrem-
ism. Muslims across the world have strongly condemned
the desecration of the Holy Quran in Sweden’s capital
during a protest authorised by the police. Pakistan, Tur-
kiye, United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Iraq,
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TOKOYO: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari interacts with a number of Japanese
business executives and representatives of JICA and JETRO. — DNA

Islamabad,
Rawalpindi at
risk of urban

flooding
Met Office forecasts

monsoon rains
from today

SuusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Twin cities
— Islamabad and Rawal-
pindi — could face urban
flooding as monsoon rains
— from July 3 to 8 — are
likely to begin in the coun-
try from Monday, Pakistan
Meteorological ~ Depart-
ment (PMD) said Sunday.
PMD, also known as the
Met Office, said in a state-
ment that moist currents
from the Arabian Sea are
likely to penetrate in upper
parts of the country, and a
westerly wave is also likely
to enter the upper parts of
the country from July 3.

The rains may cause urban
flooding in low-lying areas
of Islamabad, Rawalpin-
di, Peshawar, Gujranwala,
and Lahore from July 4-7,
the Met Office said, as it

Continued on Page 06

FM stresses on
increased Pak-
Japan trade ties

The FM said both countries can benefit
from investment in agriculture and livestock

DNA

TOKYO: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari says Pakistan and Japan have the
potential to increase bilateral trade in di-
verse sectors for mutual benefit. He was
speaking at a function organized by the
Pakistani diaspora in Tokyo today (Sunday).
The Foreign Minister said both countries can
benefit from investment in agriculture and
livestock. Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said incum-
bent government is working on economic
diplomacy to bring prosperity in the country.
He said Pakistan can learn from Japan’s ad-
vancement in Information Technology and
other fields. The Foreign Minister said dur-
ing his meeting with Japanese leadership and
entrepreneurs, he will urge them to enhance
trade and investment in Pakistan. He said Paki-
stan has over sixty five percent populations of
youth and we can exploit this human resource
through skills based education and training.

Continued on Page 06

PM summons
cabinet session

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has summoned the federal cabi-
net session on Monday (tomorrow), cit-
ing sources. PM Shehbaz Sharif sum-
moned the federal cabinet’s session
on Monday in which the participants
will review the political and economic
situation of the country. Sources di-
vulged on Saturday that the meeting
will also cover the issue of extending
the stay of Afghan refugees in Paki-
stan. The Afghan refugees’ two-year
extension had ended on June 30. While
the Home Ministry has advocated for
an additional six-month extension.

Continued on Page 06

In a bid to
convince
Pakistan
Tehreek-e-
. Insaf (PTI)
== Ppresident
e Parvez Elahi
— who has been lingering in
prison since June 1 in con-
nection with multiple cases
registered against him — to
return to the fort of Paki-
stan Muslim League-Quaid
(PML-Q), the party’s head
and his cousin Chaudhry
Shujaat Hussain met the in-
carcerated leader in Camp
Jail, Lahore on Sunday,
sources revealed. Accord-
ing to the well-placed sourc-
es, Shujaat’s son Chaudhry
Salik Hussain and his
brother Chaudhry Wajahat
Hussain were also present
during the meeting.

DNA

QUETTA: An Frontier Constabulary check-
post was attacked by terrorists in the Dhana
Sar area of Shirani district in Balochistan.
Reportedly, one FC and three police person-
nel have been martyred in the attack, as per
security officials. The martyred officials have
been identified as station house officer Baha-
dur Khan, Babar, sepoy Afzal Shirani and Baz
Khan Harifal. One terrorist was also killed in
an exchange of fire, they said further.

The officials said an exchange of fire between
the security forces and terrorists is going on.
According to the Shirani deputy commission-
er, the attack took place at the joint check-
post of the police, Levies and FC forces
early in the morning. A search operation in
the area is underway. The Balochistan chief
minister’s spokesperson, Babar Yousufzai,
has condemned the Shirani terrorist attack.
The terrorists want to destroy the law and
order situation with this cowardly attack,
he remarked. He said no concession will be

Continued on Page 06

3 terrorists killed
in DI Khan

NEews DESK

RAWALPINDIL: On 02 July 23, security
forces conducted an Intelligence Based
Operation in general area Kulachi, DI
Khan District. During the conduct of op-
eration, after intense fire exchange, three
terrorists were sent to hell. Weapons and
ammunition were also recovered from
the killed terrorists. The killed terrorists
remained actively involved in various ter-
rorist activities against security forces,
Police and innocent civilians. They were
also highly wanted for conducting a raid
on a Police CP in Kulachi on 11 April
2022, which resulted in Shahadat of five
brave police constables. Sanitization of
the area is being carried out to eliminate
any terrorists found in the area. Securi-
ty Forces of Pakistan are determined to
eliminate the menace of terrorism

Sweden adopted multicultural policy following
World War 11, in response to an inflow of refugees

COMMENT
QAMAR BASHIR

HEN Sweden authorized

Salwan Momika to burn a

copy of the Holy Quran in
front of the Stockholm Mosque on
June 26th, 2023, under police pro-
tection, worldwide outcry poured in.
The extremist’s provocative behavior
coincided with Eid al-Adha, one of
the largest Islamic religious festivals
observed by Muslims around the
world. The Islamic world, including
Pakistan, Turkey, Jordan, Palestine,
Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Iraq, Iran,
Senegal, Morocco, and Mauritania,
condemned the “crime” of burning
a Quran copy. The United States,
for its part, branded the behavior as
“deeply disrespectful”.
However, this was an isolated phe-
nomenon, the Sweden animosity for
Islam dates back to the 16th and 17th
centuries, when the Swedish Empire

expanded along with its military prow-
ess and dangerous religious doctrines.
It was a Catholic kingdom at first, but
after abolishing Catholicism in 1665,
it became a Protestant country in the
16th century. Muslims were compared
with Catholics by the Swedish mon-
archs, who labeled them as uneducat-
ed and adversaries of the “true Chris-
tian religion.” Following the civil war,
the empire lost territory and financial
dominance, with the Ottoman Empire
rising politically, militarily, and, most
importantly, religiously. To keep the
Ottomans at bay, the Swedish govern-
ment was forced to make concessions
to them, allowing Muslims and Jews to
practice their faith within Sweden.

This forced tolerance lasted until the
nineteenth century, when Sweden re-
gained political, economical, and mili-
tary strength. The Social Democratic
Party, which was founded to unite
Sweden and promote nationalism, laid
the groundwork for Orientalist stud-
ies, which are defined as “a Western

style for dominating, restructuring,
embodying, and producing a stereo-
typical view of Islam and the Eastern
world, depicting the religion as inferi-
or to the Swedes’ Christianity.”

Sweden adopted multicultural policy
following World War II, in response
to an inflow of refugees. Nonethe-
less, several religions, particularly
Islam, were portrayed more poorly
than the dominant framework. Ac-
cording to a 1990 study, 65% of Swed-
ish people had negative views toward
Muslims, 2% had positive feelings,
and the rest were indecisive. Approx-
imately 88% of Swedes who rejected
Islam stated that practicing Islam
was incompatible with democracy.
In addition, 62% of Swedes equate
the Islamic veil, or hijab, with female
tyranny. An surge in Islamophobic
hate crimes demonstrates how mis-
information has spread following
the September 11, 2001, attacks.
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Dacoit killed
in encounter
with police

LAHORE: A dacoit was
killed and another was in-
jured in an encounter be-
tween the Sadar police and
robbers in Manga Mandi,
here on Sunday.

A police team, led by SP
Investigation Sadar Abdul
Hanan, conducted a raid in
Manga Mandi area and tried
to arrest two alleged da-
coits — Shahid Ali and Abrar.
Seeing the police team, the
accused opened fire on the
police party. The police
also returned the fire. In
exchange of fire, Shahid Ali
was killed and Abrar was se-
riously injured. The police
arrested Abrar in injured
condition. The deceased
was wanted to the police
in several cases of murder,
attempted murder and rob-
bery. The accused had shot
at and injured Constable
Nadeem at Investigation
Chung Section on Saturday.
The police are conducting
raids for arrest of other ac-
complices.—APP

Commissioner
monitors
cleanliness

operation

LAHORE: Lahore Divi-
sional Commissioner Mu-
hammad Ali Randhawa on
Thursday visited Punjab
Safe City Authority (PSCA)
offices to monitor ongoing
cleanliness operation in the
provincial capital.
According to official sourc-
es here, the commissioner
issued directions to the
cleanliness field formation
with the help of cameras.
As per the direction of the
commissioner vehicles
reached Dubai Chowk, Rail-
way Crossing Cantt, Sitara
Colony, Kamahan, Ijtamai
Qurbanigah Nishtar zone
to lift offals. The commis-
sioner said that purpose
of monitoring the cleaning
operation was to ensure
best and timely cleanliness,
adding that citizens should
contact helpline 1139 for
timely removal of offals. He
said that city would be kept
clean through collective ef-
forts.—APP

Nasir Shah
lauds efforts
of LG

representatives
on Eidul Adha

KARACHI: Sindh Minister
for Local Government (LG)
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
while appreciating the ef-
forts of all elected local gov-
ernment representatives of
PPP and other parties on
Eid-ul-Azha, said on Sunday
that the enthusiasm and
passion of all local body
representatives for public
service was praise worthy.

He said that the Sindh govern-
ment believed in support and
cooperation of all the elected
local body representatives,
who had the passion to serve

the people.
He said that Solid Waste and
Management along  with

elected local government rep-
resentatives made possible
efforts to provide relief to the
people. Nasir Shah said that
all the local bodies represent-
atives should be active in their
respective areas until the gar-
bage and complete cleaning.
He said that arrangements
should be made to immediate-
ly remove the garbage from
the areas. The Minister said
that the people should regis-
ter their complaints on solid
waste management helpline
number 1128 regarding waste
and sanitation. He said that
action would be taken against
the officers concerned, who
did not address public com-
plaints.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Youngsters are taking photo graphs with “Golden Man” at Daman-e-Koh durring celebrations

Eid-ul-Adha, in Federal Capital.—Online

on the last vacation of the

RCCI applauds SBA with IM
crucial for economic stability

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI:  Rawalpin-
di Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI) has
termed that Stand-By Ar-
rangement (SBA) with In-
ternational Monetary Fund
(IMF) crucial for economic
stability and a welcome
news for Pakistan’s ailing
economy. The yield will not
only send a positive mes-
sage to investors, but the
risk of default has also been
averted, said RCCI Presi-

dent Saqib Rafiq.

He also applauds PM
office and Finance Min-
istry engagements with
IMF and after their tire-
less efforts, Pakistan
managed to secure IMF
deal.

Saqib Rafiq further re-
marked that the SBA of
$3 billion will not only
provide a breathing space
in the recovery of Paki-
stan’s creditworthiness
but also enable the re-
sumption of dollar inflow
from various bilateral

Smi‘

and multilateral lenders.
He said in a statement
that the business com-
munity hopes that the
industry reforms intro-
duced by the government
in the budget including
the five exports sectors
to increase tax net and
increase exports will be
implemented.

The framework for de-
velopment of five Es,

Energy, E-Pakistan, en-
vironment, equity and
empowerment will be

shared with the business

community and stake-
holders will be taken on
board, he added.
Chamber President Sa-
qib Rafiq said that the
government should im-
prove financial manage-
ment and discipline.
Give preference to less-
er-known and nonconven-
tional sectors to increase
exports. He said that the
Chamber has also submit-
ted a nine-point econom-
ic plan to the Ministry of
Finance and FBR in its
budget proposals.

Punishment for 2014 sit-in
could have prevented May 9

DNA

MURIDKE: Calling Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf a
bunch of rogue and mischie-
vous people, Federal Minis-
ter for Education Rana Tan-
vir Hussain said on Sunday
that had the party leaders
been penalized for attack-
ing parliament and Pakistan
Television (PTV) buildings
back in 2014, incidents of
violence on May 9 could
have been prevented.

Addressing a  function
held under the auspices of
PML-N in Muridke tehsil
of Sheikhupura, the min-
ister said it was Pakistan’s
bad luck that the PML-N
government did not take ac-
tion against the PTI during
the sitsin of 2014. “ Those
burning electricity bills
and exhorting people to
resort to civil disobedience
can never be the country’s
well-wishers,” Hussain said.
He was of the view that what
happened on May 9 was un-

precedented. “There is no
country in the world where
people attack their own
country’s army,” he opined.
He called for giving tough
penalties to those involved
in the vandalism and arson
of government and military
installations on May 9. He
asked the PML-N workers
to start election campaign
with a new vigour. “The
party supremo Nawaz Sha-
rif will soon be amongst you
and will lead the campaign,”
the minister claimed.

= Deewan e Syed
Famlly Restaurant

—

] -

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Ahsan Bakhtawari is inaugurating “Dewan Syed” restaurant at F8 Center.

Former President ICCI Zafar Bakhtavari, Former Senior VP Khalid
Chaudhry and others are also present at the occasion. —DNA

Rescue-1122
responded
1022725
emergencies

LAHOR: Rescue-1122 re-
sponded to 22,725 emer-
gencies in all districts of
Punjab during the Eid hol-
idays.

Provincial monitoring of-
ficer informed the secretary
emergency services that
the Eid days emergencies
included 6,460 road traffic
crashes with 45 deaths,
12,693 medical emergen-
cies with 430 deaths, 37
drowning emergencies with
28 deaths, 225 fire emer-
gencies, 635 delivery emer-
gencies, 463 fall and slip-
ping cases with four deaths,
228 cases of electric shock,
345 occupational injuries, 44
burn cases, eight structural
cases, 701 miscellaneous
emergencies and 242 animal
rescue operations.

While chairing zoom meet-
ing of all district emergency
officers, the secretary ap-
preciated the rescuers over
their duty during the Eid
holidays. The monitoring of-
ficer said the highest number
of emergencies took place in
Lahore with 3,015 emergen-
cies, followed by Faisalabad
with 1,444 emergencies,
Multan with 1,244 emergen-
cies, Gujranwala with 1,064
emergencies, Bahawalpur
with 1,055 emergencies and
lowest number of 198 emer-
gencies happened in Chakw-
al. The Sahiwal district emer-
gency officer informed the
meeting about a road crash in
which seven injured and one
body were shifted to hospital.
Jhelum officer said six peo-
ple drowned in two separate
drowning emergencies and
their bodies were successful-
ly recovered through rescue
operation. —APP

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: The Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry’s
Businessmen Panel (BMP)
has termed the agreement
with IMF as a positive devel-
opment for the economy but
warned that the multilateral
donors financing might not
bring any significant impact
on struggling economy, as
the sustainable solution to
Pakistan’s economic issues
lies in the structural reforms
and consistent policies.
FPCCI former president and
BMP Chairman Mian Anjum
Nisar said the deal would end
speculation of a possible de-
fault, but the country’s debt
troubles won’t end there,
as the more IMF aid will be
needed in 2024, he added.
He said that the rupee will
strengthen which will reduce
inflation, so, the IMF agree-
ment is overall a good devel-
opment. The BMP Chairman

expressed his opinion on the
agreement with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and
said that there is positive
news at the beginning of the
new fiscal year, as it was not
expected but the agreement
was reached. Now the rupee
will strengthen, which will re-
duce inflation.

He said that there is a
9-month agreement which is
very positive, as the caretak-
er government will remain in
the facility, however, the IMF
conditions have increased
the cost of production. He
said that government will
make payments to exporters
when fiscal space is created.
He said that Pakistan is like-
ly to avert default this year,
as the country managed to
secure a last-minute Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
bailout. He was of the view
that a stafflevel agreement
signed with the lender sug-
gests aid will finally material-
ize after months of delay.
The remarks come after

the IMF announced on
Friday that its staff and
Pakistani authorities have
reached an agreement on
policies to be supported
by a $3 billion, nine-month
Stand-By Arrangement
(SBA). The stafflevel agree-
ment is subject to approval
by the IMF Executive Board,
with its consideration expect-
ed by mid-July. The new SBA
builds on the authorities’ ef-
forts under Pakistan’s 2019
EFF-supported program
which expires end-June. He
said the funding is likely to
be delivered in tranches so
that the IMF can make sure
Pakistan makes progress
on fiscal consolidation and
continues to allow the rupee
to trade freely. But chances
seem high that the board
will approve the funding
because Pakistan in recent
days has stepped up efforts
to meet IMF demands. It's
raised taxes, cut spending in
its budget, and hiked its key
interest rate to a record at

an unplanned meeting. The
funding from IMF would also
unlock another $3 billion in
loans pledged by Saudi Ara-
bia and the UAE, he said.
Together, the loans should
allow the country to repay
its debts through April 2024,
assuming that the current
account deficit for the fis-
cal year comes in below $4
billion as the central bank
projects, he said. He pro-
jected that Pakistan dollar
funds could rise up to $9.5
billion on account of inflows
from the IMF and friendly
nations. However, this won’t
be enough to repay $8.7 bil-
lion in loans (net of rollovers)
in the year starting July and
also pay the country’s import
bills for the full fiscal year.
This means whoever is in
power after elections in Oc-
tober will have to negotiate a
new deal with the IMF. The
upcoming government would
need to adhere to measures
agreed with the IMF to se-
cure another program next

year, said the report.

He said the decision to take
more loans will keep com-
plicating the problems in
longer term, as the govern-
ment needs $23 billion in
foreign debt repayments for
this fiscal year, which is
the direct result of such
decisions of taking loans
from foreign nations.
Anjum Nisar said that
the country’s economy
is plunging into an ever
deepening ravine with
plummeting foreign ex-
change reserves, with the
continuation of the flawed
policy of keeping the inter-
bank dollar rate artificially
low that is increasingly be-
ing attributed to the gov-
ernment rather than the
State Bank irrespective of
the autonomy granted to
it. He said that the gov-
ernment has apparently
taken a risker and longer
path of begging from for-
eign nations to avoid the
risk of default.

Over 318,000
tourists
visited
northern
regions

RAWALPINDI: On the joy-
ous occasion of Eid-ul-Azha,
more than 318,000 tourists
visited the northern regions
including Murree from June
29 to July 1. Assistant Di-
rector Punjab Department
of Tourist Services, Syed
Khurram Hasan said that
as many as 156 foreign tour-
ists also visited Murree for
entertainment while 37,369
came to Patriata for enjoy-
ing the joys of Eid. He said
that the highest number of
tourists was recorded in
Galiat during the Eid holi-
days and the Punjab tour
ism squad also provided the
best kind of facilities to the
tourists. Khurram said that
tourist facilitation centres
had provided round-the-
clock information to tour-
ists during the holidays. A
large number of elderly and
women tourists were given
facilities on priority, he said
and added that tourists vis-
iting Murree can contact
Punjab Tourism Squad
helpline 1421 in case of
any emergency or prob-
lem.—APP

Governor
Sindh
committed
for welfare of
people

KARACHI: Sindh Gover-
nor Mohammed Kamran
Khan Tessori has said that
when he took the charge
of Governor, he committed
himself to do whatever he
could do for the welfare of
the people. He stated this
in a reception held in rec-
ognition of his services by
businessman and CEO uni-
ty foods Farrukh Amin at
his residence.—APP

Punjab govt claims cardiology
facilities continue on Sehat card

LAHORE: Punjab’s caretaker Information Minister Amir Mir has firmly rejected
the termination of cardiology facilities on the Sehat card, ensuring uninterrupted
access to these services for patients. Addressing a press conference along with
caretaker health minister Dr Javed Akram, he said there is no truth in the news of
stopping heart treatment on Sehat Card. This announcement comes in response to
the recent ‘rumors’ that the Punjab government has suspended heart ailment treat-
ment on the health card. Media reports had highlighted that an insurance company
associated with the Sehat Card scheme issued a notification stating the cessation of
all treatment provisions at private hospitals across the province. According to the
notification, heart patients would no longer be eligible for any form of treatment cov-
ered by the health card at private healthcare facilities. Refusing to halt treatment through
the health card, Amir Mir said the government is determined to ensure that cardiology
facilities continue to be accessible to the public. Aamir Mir said that former prime min-
ister Mian Nawaz Sharif introduced health card only for the poor in 2015. “It became a
mafia in the name of Sehat Card during the PTI era and people became billionaires with
it, he lamented. Dr Javed Akram said that the mafia exploited the Sehat card. “The
mafia running private hospitals misused the Sehat card and they placed unnecessary
stenting just to mint the money. However, he said that the government is determined
to deliver the benefits of the health card to the original beneficiaries without closing
or limiting access to cardiology services. Dr. Javed Akram said that the government
is in the process of negotiating a new contract with the Punjab State Life Insurance
Company, with the goal of making further improvements to provide enhanced facili-
ties to the public through the health card system. As the negotiations progress and
improvements are made, the government remains focused on delivering effective and
efficient healthcare solutions to the people of Punjab, he added.— DNA
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JULY

July 01/Japan
Self Defence Day
July 01/Singapore

Armed Forces Day
July 01 / Canada
National Day
July 04/USA
Independence Day
July 05/Algeria
Independence Day
July 09/Argentine

Independence Day

July 09/Mongolia
Revolution Day
July 14/France
National Day
July 15/Brunei
Federation
Sultan’s Birthday
July 21/Belgium
National Day
July 20/TRNC
Independence Day

July 23/Egypt

National Day
July 26/Cuba

National Day
July 26/Liberia
National Day

July 30/Morocco
National Day
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Police  Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Women

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...eeeeeene 9281092

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 922133443
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Tourists asked to observe
traffic rules to avoid mishaps

Special teams had been formed to facilitate the tourists and resolve their problems if any in
Murree, he said adding, parking the vehicles were not being allowed outside the parking areas

RAWALPINDLI: City Traffic Police
(CTP) on the directives of Com-
missioner Rawalpindi Division
had finalized all the arrangements
to ensure the security of the vis-
itors and facilitate the tourists
in Murree, particularly during
the Eid ul Azha holidays while
the tourists had been urged to
strictly observe traffic rules to
avoid traffic congestion and road
mishaps, said a City Traffic Police
spokesman.He informed that the
City Traffic Officer, Rawalpindi
Tamoor Khan had requested the
tourists to observe traffic rules
on the roads of Murree to avoid
traffic mess and any untoward

the roadside.

incidents during summer season.
Special teams had been formed to
facilitate the tourists and resolve
their problems if any in Murree,
he said adding, parking the vehi-
cles were not being allowed out-
side the parking areas. There was
a complete ban on illegal parking
on the roads in Murree particu-
larly at exit and entry points be-
sides restrictions on cooking at
The spokesman
informed that single, double park-
ing was not being allowed on roads
except designated parking places.
The motorcyclists without safety
helmets were not being allowed to
enter Murree, he added. Several

roads including Bank Road, GPO
Chowk to Kashmir Point, Hall
Road, Lalazar to Kashmir Point,
View Fourth Road, View Fourth
Road to GPO Chowk, Guldana
Road, GPO Chowk to Guldana
Chowk, Dilkusha Road, Imtiaz
Shaheed Road to Lari Adda via
Dilkusha Hotel, Cecil Road, Im-
tiaz Shaheed Road to Cart Road
via Cecil Apartments, and Pindi
Point had been declared one-way
roads to facilitate the motorists,
he said. According to a district ad-
ministration spokesman, a main
control room had been set up at
Jinnah Hall in Unit office Mur-
ree, District Council, Municipal

Committee Murree which could
be contacted at 051-9269015-16-
18. He urged the tourists to co-
operate with traffic police so that
the traffic mess could be avoided.
The motorists should avoid wrong
parking on roads which would
help ensure the smooth flow of
traffic, he said.
climate of Murree during summer
attracts a large number of tourists
so motorists face severe traffic
congestion,” he said adding that
traffic moves even slower due to
heavy traffic load. He said the
DC had advised the tourists to
avoid wrong parking, double lines,
speeding, and taking selfies in the

“The beautiful

middle of the roads. The spokes-
man informed that foolproof se-
curity was being provided to the
tourists in Murree.

He said, all the security and traf-
fic arrangements had been final-
ized to facilitate the tourists.
The holidays of all the depart-
ments concerned including Mur-
ree administration had been can-
celed to make the arrangements
foolproof.
also been formulated for Murree
under which nearly 1000 person-
nel including over 700 cops and
285 CTP officials were perform-
ing their duties to facilitate the
visitors. —Agencies

A special plan had
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ISLAMABAD: PML N leader Zeeshan Naqvi inspects disposal of animal waste on the occasion of Eid ul Adha.—DNA

Public

enjoyiny

barbecue
parties

ISLAMABAD: Families and
youngsters in twin cities of
Islamabad and Rawalpindi
thronged public parks, open
spaces, and hilly areas to
celebrate barbecue parties
after Eid-ul-Azha that filled
the air with the smoked aro-
ma of grilled food.
According to a private news
channel, the youngsters are
busy to arrange special bar-
becue parties on rooftops,
green lawns, and open plac-
es as well other picnic spots
for their friends and family
members. Such parties not
only give an opportunity to
enjoy Eid with loved ones
but also gives a chance to
taste different types of dish-
es made of sacrificial meat.
Weeklong holidays along
with the pleasant weather
have added charm to Eid
festivities as everyone enjoys
delicious meat dishes with
family and friends.—APP

World Youth Skills
Day to be marked
on July 15

ISLAMABAD: World Youth Skills Day will be marked on July
15 (Saturday) across the globe including Pakistan, aim of the
day is to encourage youth to celebrate the value of acquiring
skills like building, making, and creating as a way to achieve
personal success and fulfillment. By empowering young peo-
ple, they can better advance the broader mission of the United
Nations (UN) for lasting peace, sustainable development, and
human rights for all, according to UN Secretary-General, Ban
Kimoon. A UN resolution to establish a World Youth Skills
Day was adopted by the General Assembly on December 18,
2014. On the UN’s website, they state that education and
training are the keys to success in the workforce. However, un-
fortunately, existing systems are failing to address the learn-
ing needs of many young people. A large number of youths
have low levels of achievement in basic literacy and numeracy,
according to surveys. Skills and jobs for youth feature prom-
inently in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
13.1% Youth Unemployment Both the resolution and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) quotes an International Labour Organization
(ILO) publication which states that 73.4 million young people
were estimated to be unemployed in 2015, which equated to
a 13.1% youth unemployment rate. The figure was expected
to increase in most regions by 2017. UNESCO states that
one reason for youth unemployment, which affects all regions
around the world, is a mismatch between the skills workers
can offer and the skills that are in demand. This is known as
structural unemployment. On World Youth Skills Day on July
15, 2017, the United Nations (UN) will host a special event,
themed “Skills Development to Improve Youth Employment.”
During the event, the organization will launch “the World
Youth Report on Youth Civic Engagement,” prepared by the
UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs.—APP

World
Population
Day’ to he
marked
onljuly11

ISLAMABAD :'World Pop-
ulation Day’ will be marked
on July 11 (Tuesday) across
the globe to reaffirm the hu-
man right to plan for a fami-
ly. It encourages activities,
events, and information to
help make this right a reali-
ty throughout the world.
Family planning is an im-
portant topic raised during
‘World Population Day’.
‘World Population Day’
aims to increase people’s
awareness about various
population issues such as
the importance of family
planning, gender equality,
poverty, maternal health,
and human rights. The day
is celebrated worldwide by
business groups, communi-
ty organizations, and individ-
uals in many ways. Activities
include seminar discussions,
educational information
sessions, and essay competi-
tions. In 1968 world leaders
proclaimed that individuals
had a basic human right to
determine freely and respon-
sibly the number and timing
of their children.—APP

Farmers urged
to switch to
intercropping methods

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman
Rice Research and De-
velopment Board Punjab
Shahzad Ali Malik on Sun-
day stressed the wurgent
need for switching over to
“Intercropping” for growing
two or multiple crops simul-
taneously in the same field
for bumper agricultural
production to achieve food
autarky besides boosting
the profitability of farmers
across the country. Talking
to a delegation of progres-
sive farmers led by Pir
Saddam Hussain Shah of
Pindi Shaikh Musa district
Faisalabad, he said Inter-
cropping can significantly
enhance overall crop pro-
ductivity, said a press re-
lease. By growing different
crops together, farmers can
maximize the use of availa-
ble resources, such as sun-
light, water, and nutrients,
he added. He said the com-
plementary nature of differ-
ent crops helps in better
utilization of the growing

space, resulting in higher
yields per acre. “Income
from intercropping can im-
prove farm profitability and
financial stability,” he said.
Intercropping provides a
form of insurance against
crop failure. If one crop is
susceptible to pests, dis-
eases, or adverse weather
conditions, the other crops
in the mixture can compen-
sate for the losses. This di-
versification of crops reduc-
es the risk of complete crop
failure and helps farmers
maintain a more stable in-
come, he added. He said dif-
ferent crops have different
nutrient requirements and
Intercropping allows for
the efficient utilization of
soil nutrients, as crops with
contrasting nutrient needs
can be grown together.

He said overall, intercrop-
ping offers numerous
advantages, including in-
creased yield, risk reduc-
tion, efficient resource uti-
lization, weed suppression,

pest and disease manage-
ment, soil improvement,
economic benefits, and
environmental sustainabili-
ty. It is a valuable strategy
for optimizing agricultural
production and promoting
resilient and sustainable
farming . Shahzad Ali Malik
highlighting its advantages
said some crops act as natu-
ral repellents or attractants
for pests, which can help in
pest management without
relying solely on chemi-
cal interventions. While
concluding he said, on the
other hand, Intercropping
promotes biodiversity
and ecological balance in
agricultural systems. By
cultivating diverse crops,
farmers create habitats for
beneficial insects, birds,
and other organisms, which
helps in natural pest control
and pollination. This ap-
proach reduces the reliance
on synthetic pesticides and
promotes sustainable farm-
ing practices.—APP

Around 40,000
peopie thronged
‘Lake View’ park

ISLAMABAD: As many as

40,000 thousand people
thronged ‘Lake View Park’
to enjoy barbecue parties
after Eidul Azha with their
family and friends.

With its spacious location at
the shores of Rawal Dam,
Lake View Park has start-
ed attracting more visitors
than other public parks and
picnic spots in the twin cit-
ies, reported a private news
channel. Traditionally, peo-
ple used to go to Ayub Park
and Nawaz Sharif Park but
now both the places seem
too crowded and there is
little for enjoyment,” there
are also other attractions in
the federal capital including
Japanese Park, the Zoo and
the whole track up to Pir
Sohawa.—APP

Avoid to
storage of

meat after

ISLAMABAD: Health Ex-
pert on Sunday advised
people to avoid storage of
meat after Eid-ul-Azha as
excessive use of red meat
can increase the risk of
developing cardiovascular,
kidney, liver, diabetes and
gastroenteritis diseases.
Health Expert Dr Tariq
Masood talking to private
news channel said eating
excessive meat during Eid-
ul-Azha could have nega-
tive impacts on health and
especially for those who
stored this meat for sever-
al months. Each year, pub-
lic and private healthcare
facilities receive scores of
cases of various stomach
and other illnesses after
Eidul Azha due to the high
consumption of meat. He
added that the use of fro-
zen meat could be harmful
as it may affect kidneys and
cause cardiac problems.
Dr said overeating could
cause gastric irritation,
high cholesterol, acidity,
abdominal contraction,
nausea, diarrhea, heart
problems, and constipation.
He recommended low-fat
dishes during Eid and said
it would help the people en-
joy the festival to the max-
imum. He said since most
of the food on Eid-ul-Azha
was meat-based, use of fat
and high-calorie sauces in
their preparation should be
avoided.—APP

AIOU
announces
admissions

for Autumn
2023

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open  University (AIOU)
has announced the sched-
ule for the admissions in the
semester of Autumn 2023.
According to the AIOU, the
admissions for the first phase
of Semester Autumn 2023 will
commence from July 15, while
the admissions for the second
phase will start from Septem-
ber 1 across the country. Vice
Chancellor AIOU, Prof Dr. Na-
sir Mahmood has given the ap-
proval to establish information
counters, facilitation centers
and prospectus sale points
across the country to facilitate
the students at the nearest
places to their residences.

Kuora Junaip

n February 2022, Rus-
sia began a military war
against Ukraine, since

the collapse of the “Soviet Un-
ion“ Russia has harboured deep
animosity towards Ukraine,
which it still views as a critical
part of Soviet Union and aims
to revive the Russian empire
while preventing a democratic
encirclement of the country. It
views the invasion of Ukraine
as conveying a clear statement
about its opposition to NATO’s
further expansion against Rus-
sia and Ukraine’s future inten-
tions to join NATO.

“Strong do what he wants to do
and weak has to suffer”

This is the situation of Pakistan
in the Russian-Ukraine war. The
ongoing confrontation between
Russia and Ukraine has signifi-
cant repercussions for the geo-
political environment worldwide.
Countries all across the world
are being compelled to think
about how the conflict may affect
their own national security inter-
ests as it intensifies. Pakistan,
which has a history of relations
with both Russia and Ukraine, is
one such nation. In this article,

national security.

we will discuss how the conflict
between Russia and Ukraine
have implications on Pakistan’s

Most nations are feeling the heat
of the ongoing Russian-Ukraine
conflict in the form of shortages
of basic goods and rising costs.
In all of its manifestations, the
conflict in Ukraine is damaging
the global economy, which was
already reeling from COVID-19.
Pakistan is an unstable develop-
ing country already facing the
issue of balance of payments and
not the imminent but the risk
of default. Pakistan can be im-
pacted by this conflict from both
political and economical fronts.
Diverse facets of the population
while seeing the policies of U.S
towards Pakistan demand the
policy makers to side towards
Russia. But for Pakistan a coun-
try with drowning economy,
devaluing currency and at the
peaks of political instability it
wouldn’t be good choice to make.
Pakistan a country that largely
depends on exports, it imports
military weapons from Russia
and has made arrangements to
buy LNG (liquefied natural gas)
to fulfill its energy demands.
Furthermore, Pakistan imports
wheat and meslin from Ukraine,

with imports totaling US$477.78
million in 2021. However, Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine has put
strain on the global supply chain,
resulting in higher LNG prices.
LNG companies have backed
down on their agreements with
Pakistan in order to access more
lucrative European markets, gen-
erating immediate problems for
Pakistan, which is now forced
to buy costly LNG. Due to the
ongoing conflict between Russia
and Ukraine, Russia’s blockade
of Ukrainian ports has prevent-
ed Ukraine’s wheat and other
agricultural exports from reach-
ing several nations. As a result,
Pakistan and a number of other
countries have experienced food
shortages, resulting in price in-
creases. Hence, Pakistan is ex-
periencing frequent and extend-
ed power outages, exorbitant
electricity bills, and obstacles
to other services with rapidly
increasing inflation. Since the
beginning of the war, the price of
oil has increased to above $100
approx. per barrel, and supply
and development have stalled.
Further fuel price increases is
disastrous for Pakistan since it
has further depleted its foreign
exchange reserves.

Furthermore the ongoing con-

has

flict between Russia and Ukraine
implications beyond just
economic issues, and could po-
tentially impact Pakistan’s secu-
rity. As it can cause regional in-
stability and reviving hostilities
between Pakistan and India, two
nuclear-armed neighbors. Russia
has recently provided India with
cutting-edge military equipment
and gear, including the S-400
air defense system, which has
caused Pakistan to be appre-
hensive. India is making sure
that it doesn’t condemn Rus-
sia and sever ties with it, as it
doesn’t want China and Paki-
stan to get closer to Russia and
form an alliance, which would
not be in the strategic Interest
of India and would be a security
threat for it. India is trying to
forge friendship with Russia so
that Pakistan or China don’t get
a chance to do so.

The Ukrainian war has brought
national sovereignty and ter-
ritorial Integrity concerns to
light, which might have impli-
cations for Pakistan’s own ter-
ritorial disputes. Pakistan may
be concerned about how the
war is influencing international
standards regarding these mat-
ters and the possible effects it
might have on its own claims

to disputed territories. So the
Russian-Ukraine conflict has
its implications on Pakistan’s
National Security and can even
worsen and effects
territorial sovereignty. For that
matter the situation in Ukraine
must be constantly monitored
by Pakistan, and it must take
action to lessen any detrimen-
tal effects on its interests in
national security.

Also, Pakistan a country that
borders with Afghanistan, any
unrest in region could possi-
bly spill over into Pakistan,
the conflict has affected Af-
ghanistan’s security situation.
Following the withdrawal of
US forces, Afghanistan is now
more susceptible to unrest and
hostilities. The Taliban have
been alleged to receive backing
from Russia, which could exac-
erbate the situation in Afghan-
istan and cause it to spread
into Pakistan. The situation
in Ukraine must be constantly
monitored by Pakistan, and it
must take action to lessen any
detrimental effects on its in-
terests in national security. To
avoid becoming overly depend-
ent on any one of the nation,
it must diversify its supplies of
LNG, wheat, and other neces-

Pakistan

sities. To lessen its reliance on
fossil fuels, Pakistan must also
endeavor to upgrade its energy
infrastructure and create its own
renewable energy sources.
In conclusion, Pakistan’s nation-
al security is significantly being
impacted by the ongoing conflict
between Russia and Ukraine.
Pakistan is already experienc-
ing the economic effects of con-
flict, with increased prices and
a shortage in basic necessities.
But there is also a fear regard-
ing the conflict’s potential to
spread to other regions, such as
extremist activities and military
buildup. Pakistan has maintained
a stance of neutrality towards the
Russian-Ukraine conflict because
Pakistan is not in the condition to
face the pressure and side effects
of parting with one side, as two
super powers one through proxy
means and the other is directly
involved in the war. Moreover,
to protect its own interests and
uphold regional stability, Paki-
stan must carefully navigate this
complex geopolitical landscape.
Pakistan must protect its national
security interests and for that mat-
ter it should do whatever it takes.
—The writer is a student at

the National Defense
University.



04

TwiN CITIES

Ishmahal POST

Monday, July 03,2023

DNA

ISLAMABAD: To promote
the value addition compo-
nent in exports, generate
employment, encourage
the import situation, and
mobilize foreign exchange
for the balance of payments
support, Dhabeji Special
Economic Zones (DSEZ)
in Thatta Sindh is anoth-
er mega project designed
within the framework of
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) a core
component of Belt and
Road Initiate (BRI).In a ma-
jor development last week,
Federal Minister for Board
of Investment (BOI) Choud-
hary Salik Hussain chaired
the 8th meeting of the Ap-
provals Committee which
approved the establishment
of eight SEZs including the
DSEZ Thatta. According
to a Gwadar Pro’s report,
“Dhabeji Special Econom-
ic Zone has been granted
SEZ status after much an-
ticipation; DSEZ will pave a
new era of industrialization
for Karachi and Pakistan;
the groundbreaking is to
be held in mid-July 2023,”
reads an official statement
of Sindh Economic Zones
Management Company
(SEZMC). DSEZ will facil-
itate the potential investors
of China and other coun-
tries to either start new en-
terprises or transfer their
facilities to Pakistan.

In 2021, a technical issue
emerged regarding the
awarding of the contract
of Dhabeji Industrial Zone
(DIZ) when a petitioner
raised questions that the
rules of SEZ were not fol-
lowed during awarding of
the contract. SEZMC stat-
ed DIZ is not a special eco-
nomic zone and later will be
declared as SEZ. Now, the
government has officially
declared DIZ as DSEZ. Ac-
cording to CPEC’s official
website, 1530 acres of land
have been allocated to estab-
lish DSEZ which will be de-
veloped in two phases. DSEZ
has been proposed to be con-
structed in two phases com-
prising 750 acres for Phase
I and 780 acres for Phase II.

Authorities
directed
to resolve
revenue
matters

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Division
Liaquat Ali Chatha has
directed the authorities
concerned to complete all
the ‘Jamabandis’ as soon
as possible. According
to a Commissioner Office
spokesperson, the Commis-
sioner had also instructed
that all revenue matters in-
cluding the issues of ‘Khas-
ra, Gardavari, Jamabandi,
and blocked khawat’ should
be resolved on a priority
basis. The allotment of land
should be done in presence
of all the parties concerned
and unilateral decision
would not be accepted, he
added. No revenue case
should remain pending for
more than six months, he
said. High performing of-
ficers would be encouraged
and action would be taken
against those who are not
performing well, the Com-
missioner said. Negligence
on part of the officials con-
cerned would not be toler-
ated as the citizens face dif-
ficulties due to slow work in
revenue matters, he added.
He directed the administra-
tion to ensure cleanliness
of the roads and plant more
saplings in green areas.

Naran, Shogran
witness massive
influx of tourists

ISLAMABAD: The Kaghan,
Naran and Shogran valleys
Sunday have become hot-
spots for tourists, attracting
a large number of visitors
during the Eid holidays.

During a span of three days,
an astounding 22,500 vehi-
cles and 7,710 motorcycles
have made their way into
these breathtaking valleys.
To cater to the influx of
tourists, the authorities have
taken significant measures
by announcing the continu-
ous opening of Babusar Top
24 hours a day over the next
three days. Families, seeking
to amplify their Eid celebra-
tions are gathering in Naran,
where the crystal-clear wa-
ters of the Kunhar River in
Naran have captivated fish-
ing enthusiasts, while others
enjoy the melodious music
alongside the river.—APP

ANF arrests 1652

drug smugglers

ANF has also been actively involved in drug demand reduction through awareness programs
across the country in the form of lectures, seminars, walks and sports activities, he said
adding, ANF rehabilitation centers treated 1879 drug addicts during the period

DNA

RAWALPINDI:

es against the accused.

According to an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman, ANF recovered
over 157.551 metric tons drugs

during the period.

He informed that as the premier

Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) Pakistan in their
operations conducted across the
country managed to net 1652
drug smugglers during last 12
months and registered 1678 cas-

anti-narcotics agency, the ANF,
along with other law enforce-
ment agencies, continued to be
at the forefront of national an-
ti-narcotics efforts. ANF seized
over 4379.103 kg of meth,
207.561 kg of amphetamine,
492.094 kg of intoxicated tab-
lets, 32312.061 liters of various
types of prohibited chemicals,
he said. He further informed
61781.257
kg of hashish, 43197.508 kg of
opium, 9316.695 kg of heroin,
5459.8 kg of morphine, 11.249

that additionally,

operations

kg of cocaine and 3374.103 kg
of other drugs were also seized
during the period. Maintaining
a strategic orientation resulting
from permanent deployments
at airports, seaports, dry ports,
and border terminals, the ANF
continued to conduct regular
across
vincial borders and to control
drug trafficking to secure urban
centers, he said. Special atten-
tion was also given to interna-
tional flights, cargo and con-
tainer traffic. However, it has

inter-pro-

more

been noted that chemical drug
seizures doubled as compared to
2021 and 2022, the spokesman
added. ANF has also been ac-
tively involved in drug demand
reduction through awareness
programs across the country in
the form of lectures, seminars,
walks and sports activities, he
said adding, ANF rehabilitation
centers treated 1879 drug ad-
dicts during the period.
rehabilitation
Malir and Mangopeer, were es-
tablished and made operational

Two
centers,

in Karachi, he said.

ANF also conducted eight mar-
itime operations in 2023 in col-
laboration with international coun-
terparts, he said and informed that
a total of 18.33 tons of drugs includ-
ing 13.275 metric tons charras, 3.3
metric tons of heroin and 1.6982
metric tons of methamphetamine
(ice) were seized. These oper-
ations were carried out on the
high seas based on intelligence
provided by the ANF to maritime
international
agencies, he added.

law enforcement

/

ISLAMABAD: Editor Daily Islamabad POST, Centreline Magazine and DNA News Agency writing
his condolences on the sad demise of Ambassador of Romania Nicolae Goia. Ambassador Goia’s
passing is an irreplaceable loss for both Romania and Pakistan. His dedication and commitment to
strengthening bilateral relations between the two nations were unparalleled. Throughout his tenure,
he fostered an environment of friendship, cooperation, and mutual understanding, leaving a lasting

N

impact on the diplomatic landscape.—DNA
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Karot HPP
contributes
3.64 billion
units of clean
electricity

ISLAMABAD: The 720 meg-
awatts Karot hydropower
plant contributed around
3.64 billion units of clean and
low-cost electricity to the Na-
tional Grid in one year of its
commercial operations. This
was disclosed by CTG Int’],
which marks the completion
of the first year of the com-
mercial operations of the
Karot hydropower project.
Karot was the first hydropow-
er project completed under
the China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) initiative,
which started commercial
operations on June 29, 2022.
According to a Gwadar Pro’s
report, that Karot contribut-
ed Rs 4 billion worth of elec-
tricity to the National Grid
free of cost during its testing
and commissioning phase.
Karot is a steady source of
clean and affordable electric-
ity for Pakistan. According to
the latest energy purchase
data released on June 15 by
the National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NE-
PRA), Karot contributed
more than 509.86 million
units of electricity in May
2023 at a cost of Rs 115.02
million. -DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Furniture Council (PFC )
will take part in the 3-days
Imam Abu Hanifa 2nd
International and National
Expo and Trade Fair
Kabul starting from July
16 to discover business
opportunities and explore
new market access for
Pakistani products. Chief
Executive Officer PFC Mian
Kashif Ashfaq talking to a
delegation of industrialists
led by Ch Zeeshan Elahi
Arain CEO Marvel Cables
here on Sunday said that
PFC along with Chenone
will be participating in
this mega event, said a
news release. “Chenone
will also exhibit its high-
quality international
standards  products to
capture their share in the
global market besides it’s
an excellent opportunity
to showcase Pak products
and develop  business
deals with international
buyers”, he added. Mian
Kashif Ashfaq said that
around over hundreds of
Pak companies will be
exhibiting their products
which included furniture,
textile, garments, leather
garments, sportswear,
sports goods engineering,
etc. He said this expo will
also offer professional
buyers a sourcing platform
with a wide variety of

products ranging from
basics to the most
creative and qualitative.

IRSA releases
251,600

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Sunday released 251,600
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
409,000 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level
in River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1511.27 feet and
was 113.27 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow
in the dam was recorded
as 218,200 cusecs and
110,000 cusecs respective-
ly. The water level in Riv-
er Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1180.70 feet, which
was 130.70 feet higher
than its dead level of 1,050
feet.—APP

Dar congratulated for
better than predicted deal

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former Vice
President of FPCCI Atif
Ikram Sheikh said on Satur-
day lauded the government
for finalising a critical deal
with the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) hours
before expiry of the current
programme. The IMF has
reached a stafflevel pact
with Pakistan on a $3 bil-
lion stand-by arrangement,
for which Pakistan was try-
ing since months to avoid a
default, he said. The deal
offers some breather to
the government, which is
battling an acute balance of
payments crisis and falling
foreign exchange reserves,
he added. Atif Ikram Sheikh
who has also served as
President ICCI and Chair-
man PVMA said in a state-
ment issued here today
that the funding, spread
over nine months, is higher
than expected for Pakistan.
Pandemic, political strug-
gle, devastating floods,
commodity price hikes
following, and policy mis-
steps pushed Pakistan to
the brink, stalled economic
growth and inflation broke

all the previous records
making live of the masses a
living hell, he added.

The business leader said
that despite efforts to re-
duce imports and the trade
deficit, reserves have de-
clined to very low levels,
power sector deteriorated
and confidence of the busi-
ness community touch the
lowest levels. However,
he added, now the recent
arrangement with IMF
would provide an oppor-
tunity to get loans from
others multilateral and bi-
lateral partners as country
needs at least 24 billion
dollars in the next fiscal to
repay loans, he observed.
Atif Ikram Sheikh said
that the Stand-By Arrange-
ment (SBA) will support
efforts of the government
to stabilise the econo-
my from recent external
shocks, preserve macroe-
conomic stability and pro-
vide a framework for fur-
ther loans. SBA will also
create space for social and
development spending
through improved domes-
tic revenue mobilization
and careful spending exe-
cution to help address the
needs of the people.Dedi-

cated policy implementa-
tion is key to overcome its
current challenges, includ-
ing fiscal discipline, a mar-
ket-determined exchange
rate, and further progress
on reforms, particularly in
the energy sector, to pro-
mote climate resilience.
The parliament had ap-
proved the FY24 budget
in line with the goals sup-
porting fiscal sustainabili-
ty and mobilising revenue;
this which will enable
greater social and develop-
ment spending, but steps
are required to broaden
the tax base and increase
tax collection from un-
taxed and under taxed
sectors. It will be very im-
portant that the budget is
executed as planned, and
the authorities resist pres-
sures for budgeted spend-
ing or tax exemptions in
the period ahead, he em-
phasised. The State Bank
of Pakistan has withdrawn
the guidance on import
prioritisation and is com-
mitted to ensuring the full
market determination of
the exchange rate, which
will improve the economy
and the confidence of the
business community.

Chinese firms,
govt to collaborate
In meat export

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chinese firms
and Punjab govt have agreed
to collaborate in meat export,
disease control. A Chinese del-
egation led by Vice President
Royal Group Ms. Teng Cuijin
met with Secretary Livestock
Punjab Masood Anwar. They
discussed avenues for collab-
oration in the livestock sector
including the export of meat
to China, according to Gwadar
Pro. The Chinese delegation
expressed the desire to coop-
erate with the Punjab govern-
ment in areas including the ex-
port of meat to China, disease
control, genomics, and breed
improvement.

It also sought land and the

required facilities for manufac-
turing veterinary vaccines, the
Punjab Livestock Department
stated on June 27. The Sec-
retary welcomed proposals
to set up special beef and
dairy economic zones. He
said that proposals to collab-
orate with Chinese experts
in controlling foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD) and other an-
imal illnesses are under con-
sideration. Ms.Teng Cuijin
said that they wanted to save
the livestock in Punjab from
diseases along with trade co-
operation. Director of Royal
Cell Biotechnology, Dr.Qais-
ar Shahzad told Gwadar Pro
that the Royal Group wanted
to initially export heat-treat-
ed meat to China. Later, af-
ter setting up a diseasedfree

Punjab

animal farm, the firm will
look to export fresh meat
and milk to China, he said.
Dr.Qaisar said that Royal
Cell has already established
a 70-acre farm in Sheikhupu-
ra, which can accommodate
4,500 animals. “Presently,
we have purchased 200 an-
imals and will soon achieve
our initial target of 1,000 an-
imals,” he said. He said that
the farm will be duly notified
as disease-free by the Punjab
government. He further said
that representatives of the
Inner Mongolia Bigvet Bio-
tech Co. also accompanied
them. They intend to explore
the market for their FMD
vaccines in Pakistan and lat-
er establish a manufacturing
unit in Punjab, he said.
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ISLAMABAD: Chinese en-
terprise will continue to
support digital ticketing
system in Pakistan to facil-
itate the passengers The
passenger ticketing system
of the RABTA project of
the Ministry of Railways,
Pakistan was successfully
launched last month. The
first two trains running with
the system were 107UP and
108DN of the Islamabad
Express. Passengers com-
muting between Islamabad
and Lahore can easily book
tickets through the system
and also can choose appro-
priate train numbers and
seats on the website, Gwa-
dar Pro reported. In 2021,
Chinese technology com-
panyEasyway  Innovation
Co., Ltd won the bid for the
RABTA project of Pakistan
Railways. The company will
continue its 12-year oper-
ational service to provide
Pakistan Railways with a
comprehensive and mod-
ern information system
covering passenger tickets,
freight, baggage, and train
tracking upon the comple-
tion of the RABTA project.
The RABTA ticket section
is to build a nationwide
ticket and travel platform
across Pakistan, offering
services including itiner-
ary planning, ticket pur-
chase, and taking in-sta-
tion services, to continue
to provide passengers with
full itinerary information
services.

In the offline part, manual
sales of paper pre- fabricat-
ed tickets will be eliminated
nationwide, and all commer-
cially operated stations will
open electronic ticketing
systems and install passen-
ger self- service devices.

IMF has given Pak
one final chance

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Murtaza
Mughal, President of PEW
said on Sunday that after
efforts Pakistan got IMF’s
nod which is the last chance
to improve its damaged

economy. The IMF has
also given a roadmap for
economic recovery, which
needs to be fully imple-
mented, he said. Violation
of agreements with the IMF
has never benefited Paki-
stan but has caused heavy
losses, said Dr. Murtaza

Mughal, President of PEW.
In a statement issued here
today, he said that some po-
litical figures wasted more
than a year in reaching an
agreement with the IMF
and despite their best ef-
forts, they could not change
the stance of the IMF.

10 Minutes
Drive From

The Monal

(&) 0518770065 6667 [] (C) 0300 8881811/ 0300 5221018 0345 5555335
UAN: 051111777778 (F)(O)dinovalleypk &8 dinovalley.pk




05

Sino-US science deal

E n an attempt to chip away at the already shaky foundations of the

China-US relationship, some Republican lawmakers on Tuesday

urged the US State Department to not renew a decades-old bi-
lateral agreement on scientific cooperation on the grounds that it
would help China modernize its military. In a letter sent to Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken, the chair of the US House of Rep-
resentatives’ Select Committee on China Mike Gallagher and nine
other Republican representatives alleged that the deal, set to expire
on Aug 27, would enable Beijing to use “academic researchers, in-
dustrial espionage, forced technology transfers, and other tactics to
gain an edge in critical technologies, which in turn fuels the People’s
Liberation Army modernization”, and thus it should be scrapped.
The US-China Agreement on Cooperation in Science and Technol-
ogy was the first bilateral accord signed by the two countries after
relations were normalized in 1979. It has to be renewed about every
five years and is seen as a symbol of robust government-to-govern-
ment science and technology collaboration that continues to this
day. Moreover, over the past four decades, more than 30 proto-
cols and deals in a wide range of areas — including health, en-
gineering, climate change and environmental protection — have
been signed, and hundreds of joint programs conducted under the
framework of the agreement, laying solid common ground upon
which the two countries could build mutual trust and broaden co-
operation. Those who call for an end to China-US cooperation in
the fields of science and technology seem ignorant of the fact
that the agreement is not a favor granted to China by the US,
but a partnership that enables both Chinese and US scientists as
well as scholars and students to learn from and share with each
other research data, experience and expertise to the benefit and
prosperity of both countries. Any politically motivated setbacks in
terms of China-US cooperation in science and technology will not
only cause more damage to the already souring bilateral relations,
but also compromise their joint efforts to address such global issues
as climate change. Washington has always said it has no intention
to trigger a conflict with, or contain China, and wants to maintain a
stable relationship that has “guardrails”. But sincerity is subject to
proof, and it is actions, not words, that really count. The outcome on
the science and technology agreement — one of the few remaining
fruits of Sino-US cooperation on the basis of equality, reciprocity and
mutual benefit — will serve to show to what extent the US is willing
to do damage control in terms of its relations with China.
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Riots 1n France

ight- and leftwing politicians, social scientists, analysts and commenta-

tors have rushed to variously condemn, explain, exploit and justify the

fury and violence that erupted in many French cities after Tuesday’s
fatal police shooting of Nahel Merzouk, a 17-year-old boy of north African
descent. But some of the most revealing and insightful testimony came from
Kendra, a resident of the Pablo Picasso estate in the Nanterre suburb of Paris,
near to where the teenager was killed during a traffic-stop. There have been 21
fatal police traffic-stop shootings since 2020. Most of the victims were of black
or Arab origin. “For hours last night, there were young people everywhere, in
groups on lots of different roads,” Kendra, 40, told Guardian correspondent
Angelique Chrisafis. “I really think young people here consider themselves
at war. They see it as war against the system. It is not just against the po-
lice, it goes further than that, otherwise we wouldn’t be seeing it all across
France. It’s not just the police under attack but town halls and buildings
being targeted... There’s a political dimension, a sense of the system not
working. Young people feel discriminated against and ignored.” Merzouk’s
death, and the emergence of a video showing the moment he was shot at
point-blank range inside his car, are uniquely distressing for his mother, fam-
ily and friends. Yet the fact that this was not an isolated incident but one that
reflects wider problems in French policing, race relations and society must
be evident to all. The aggressive, sometimes brutal methods employed by
heavily armed, ill-disciplined French police are a longstanding problem. The
issue was highlighted during the “yellow vest” street protests in 2018-19,
when thousands of demonstrators (and many officers) were injured. Similar
trouble arose during pension reform protests this year. Civil liberties organ-
isations have been highly critical. The UN’s human rights watchdog weighed
in again last week, saying Merzouk’s shooting was a “moment for [France] to
seriously address the deep issues of racism and racial discrimination in law
enforcement”. The failure of France’s political classes to tackle this issue is
one reason why many young, especially people of colour, believe themselves
at war with “the system”. The inflammatory response of far-right politicians
such as Eric Zemmour, who spoke in terms of “civil war” and “insurrection”,
was disgracefully, typically racist. Yet Emmanuel Macron, France’s presi-
dent, is not coming out of this well, either. Photographed at an Elton John
concert while Paris burned, he was accused of irresponsibility. Scrabbling
to regain control, he angered police unions by calling the shooting “inex-
cusable” even as his appeals to uphold law and order were widely ignored.
That police leaders feel justified in describing teenaged rioters as “vermin”
and “savage hordes” is indicative of the dangerous, ever-widening gulf divid-
ing France’s “haves” and “have-nots” Poverty, ghetto-like suburban estates,
joblessness, limited life chances and social alienation are problems facing
younger people in many developed countries, not least Britain. When chron-
ic, unaddressed institutional racism in the justice system, in other state
structures and society at large is added to this volatile mix, it’s little wonder
uncontained explosions occur. What’s happening in France is a warning to all.

Discipline and self-accountability soul to armed forces

Waheed Hussain

It has been a great debate
that majority of civilian
state institutions in the

country have been bitterly
damaged, effecting their

efficiencies-performance
except the Armed Forces
of Pakistan. The merit-
based promotion policy
coupled with reward and
punishment criteria made
the armed forces exclusive
and dependable. Naturally,
If the armed forces had
not been following the
tough policy of reward
and punishment, then the
morale and spirit to fight
for the security and defense
of the country would have
been on the slide. The
Director General Inter-
Services Public Relations

iscipline and self-accountability are the soul

to armed forces. It’s the discipline which

makes an army efficient, strong, powerful,
and formidable. Many other state institutions have
been suffering from poor performance, inefficien-
cies, internal disintegration, as they always com-
promised on discipline, merit and accountabil-
ity. Reward and punishment were the yardstick
to make the armed forces, the best functional
institutions in the country.
It has been a great debate that majority of civilian
state institutions in the country have been bitterly
damaged, effecting their efficiencies-performance ex-
cept the Armed Forces of Pakistan. The merit-based
promotion policy coupled with reward and punish-
ment criteria made the armed forces exclusive and
dependable. Naturally, If the armed forces had not
been following the tough policy of reward and pun-
ishment, then the morale and spirit to fight for the
security and defense of the country would have been
on the slide. The Director General Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) Major General Ahmed Sharif
Chaudhry held a comprehensive, thought-provoking
news conference on Monday, 26 May, 2023, at Rawal-
pindi, mainly disclosing the details about a discipli-
nary action that had been taken against all those army
officers who had demonstrated negligence to their
assigned duties on the May 9 violent protests by the
PTI leaders and workers as a result of the arrest of
their chairman and former prime minister. Look-
ing into the May 9 violent incidents throughout the
country it reflects that there was a planning and
strategy to target mainly the military installations.
In this process, the violent protestors also attacked
the monuments of the Shuhadas (martyrs) badly
hurting the feeling of both the Shuhadas’ families
and the entire nation. Shuhadas are the national
heroes, who scarified their lives in defending the
motherland. They are above all political vengeance
and divide. Apart from action against the protes-
tors, there have been a lot of speculations and ru-
mors about action against senior commanders with
reference to 9 May incidents. So, the articulated
announcement made by the Army Spokesperson
regarding strict action against those army officers
who displayed negligence in performing their du-
ties at various levels, addressed the questions be-
ing raised by both masses and the media. The Gen-
eral told reporters that three officers have been
removed from the service including a three-star
Lieutenant General failing in performing their du-
ties on 9 May violent protest, was a sheer example
of the policy of discipline- reward and punishment.
The story of taking action against those who showed
negligence does not end here, it was informed that
15 other high-ranking officers, including three major
generals and seven brigadiers were passing through a
tough inquiry process, by two different committees,
headed by two Major Generals. This shows the sensi-
tivity of the matter. When the army books (rules, reg-

ulations, laws) say that army operates on the policy
of discipline-reward and punishment, then what does
it mean? It means merit, a tough process of selection
and promotion to next grade/position.

Reaching to a level of Lieutenant General was a very
hard process of more than 35 years’ service includ-
ing going through number of courses and degrees
achieved from prestigious war colleges-universities
within and outside Pakistan. Total 18 officer went
through the strict screening of the inquiry was a mes-
sage to all those who were involved in that heinous
crime that if the army can take action against its own
senior most commanders, it would not spare the crim-
inals, who violated law of the land.

The General Sharif reiterated that it was a well-
planned, preconceived conspiracy against army and
state, involving people from other countries. He said
all it was done for the political gain, to regain the
power. Lot of voices have been raised on the issue
of civilians’ trial in the military courts. The Supreme
Court of Pakistan was already hearing the petitions in
this regard. The DG ISPR informed that 102 cases of
accused have been taken up by the 17 different mili-
tary courts throughout the country. “All those courts
were already in operation; no new courts were estab-
lished,” he informed. Actually, those cases were re-
ferred by the Anti-Terrorist Courts’ judges to the mil-
itary courts. The parliament and the governments in
past had allowed civilians trials in the military courts
and this time again the government approved trials
of the accused of May 9, in the Military Courts.
The government senior ministers and military
spokesperson have been clarifying that even if the
Military Courts decide or pass an order against an
accused, he or she enjoyed the legal right to appeal
to Chief of Army Staff (COAS), High Courts and
finally the Supreme Court of Pakistan. There had
been lot of debate on the human rights violations
during raids, arrests, investigation and court pro-
ceedings of the arrested by the law enforcement
agencies, legal and judicial officers. The voices
were being raised by few US Congress members,
international human rights organizations after May
9. Replying to a question on the issue of human
rights, the DG (ISPR) said that it was a fake prop-
aganda by the anti-Pakistan elements who wants to
defame the country and its armed forces. There
should not be any doubt that Pakistan Army was
the main target in this whole process.

However, from human rights point of view, the
government and its law enforcement agencies
must be careful in performing their duties that
the innocent should not be punished just be-
cause he or she were the follower or member of
a particular political party.

We had the history of political victimization by
various governments of opposition’s MNAs, MPAs,
Senators, party leadership and workers. Before
signing the Charter of Democracy (COD) by the PML
(N) and PPP in London, in 2006, both of them had

been facing each other’s politically motivated cases.
After 2018 elections, PTI followed the same crush op-
position policy and launched severe crackdown against
both PML (N) and PPP, arresting their top leadership
by using the controversial National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) and Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
cases. Today you can see those who were either in jail
or facing the money laundering-corruption charges,
had been cleared by the two top agencies (NAB-FIA)
followed by the courts. and they are ruling this gov-
ernment as Mr “Clean.” Instead of focusing on the
governance and economy, the former Prime Minister
was guided by some exclusive political scientists to
crush opposition. Such dirty political culture needs to
end. Our politicians did not want to learn from their
past, while, this cycle of crush opposition policy will
continue to operate.

Some people from the west are raising the question
of human rights violation issue related to the May 9
violent protests. They need to be educated and told
that what happened to those criminals who attacked
the Capitol Hill (a building having Upper and Lower
Houses of Congress, the House of Representative and
the Senate in America) during the Donald Trump’s
presidency. According to details, 1000 people were
charged and punished in Capitol Hill attack. The US
administration and courts followed the law of the land
so that next time no criminal dare to conceive such
a satanic idea. There must be a distinction between
criminals and peaceful citizens. Law abiding citizen
do have all kind of rights ensured by the constitution
of Pakistan, but the law breakers must be punished to
create a harmony and peace in the society. Criminals
could not be forgiven. They must not be forgiven.

On the question of identifying the mastermind of May
9 violence, the DG (ISPR) seemed very careful. He
did not give a news to the reporters, as they were ex-
pecting, but at the same time, he said that those were
the mastermind who had been promoting anti-Paki-
stan Army narrative.

There was a question on the closeness of the PDM
government and army. We must understand that
armed forces are part of the government. They have
their constitutional role to play. The basic role of
the Army is to guard the frontiers of the country.
To secure the country from all internal and external
threats. So, the army cannot operate in isolation.
Institutional harmony was important for peace and
security and smooth functioning of the country. Here
the reporter question gave an impression that army
was playing a political role to favor some XYZ politi-
cal party. Former Army Chief General Qamar Javeed
Bajwa in one of his addresses to the officers, soldiers
and their families openly said that Army has become
neutral and will not play any political role. It is impor-
tant for all the state institutions to operate in their as-
signed role by the constitution of Pakistan. The prob-
lem begins when the individuals on the top positions
try to intrude into others domain. We must learn from
the past and should not repeat the same blunders.

Tapping true potential of the agriculture sector

Abdul Rashid Shakir

Enhancing arable land

area by introducing world
best tech tools in the field;

making maximum out of
available cultivable land by

tilling and laser leveling
the soil, sowing genetically-
modified seeds, employing

best water and crop

management techniques,

using best quality fertilizers
and pesticides for
increasing

nsuring food security, import substitu-
E tion and export of the agricultural surplus

are major targets of a thriving agrarian
economy like ours. Enhancing arable land area
by introducing world best tech tools in the field;
making maximum out of available cultivable land
by tilling and laser leveling the soil, sowing genet-
ically-modified seeds, employing best water and
crop management techniques, using best quali-
ty fertilizers and pesticides for increasing crop
yield; processing, packaging and value addition
of the agriculture products by investing in agro
industry; going for import substitution and ex-
ploring avenues for export diversification are
some of the prerequisites in this regard. Bless-
ed with natural resources like fertile land and
water, Pakistan is a declared agrarian economy.
Agriculture is pivotal to the country’s economic
growth, food security, employment generation
and poverty alleviation particularly in the rural
areas. It contributes more than 19% to the GDP
and provides employment to around 42% of the
labor force. Directly or indirectly, around 65-70%
of the population is associated with this sector
for its livelihood. By developing strong linkages
with the industrial and services sectors, it can
further spur economic growth. Pakistan has 2%
of the world’s total arable land, 96% of which
is located in the Indus Plain. About 25% of its
796095 square Km area is under cultivation. Ma-
jor crops include Wheat, Cotton, Rice, Sugarcane
and Maize. Pakistan has two cropping seasons:
“Kharif” and “Rabi”. Sowing in “Kharif” lasts
from April to June and is harvested from Octo-
ber to December. Major crops include rice, sug-
arcane, cotton, maize, moong, mash, bajra and
jowar. On the other hand sowing in “Rabi”’ sea-

son lasts from October to December and is har-
vested from April to May. Major crops include
wheat, gram, lentil (masoor), tobacco, rapeseed,
barley and mustard.

Agriculture has 75% share in Pakistan’s annu-
al exports of around $32Billion, 60% of which
comes from Punjab. Wheat, being Pakistan’s
main staple crop, is essential for the country’s
food security. Rice is not only the second main
staple food after wheat but is also the second ma-
jor exportable commodity after cotton. Cotton
stands vital for both agriculture and textile sec-
tors. It contributes around 0.6% to the GDP and
accounts for 3.1% of the value added in agriculture.
Cotton cultivation in the country has declined over
the past several years because of the more prof-
itable competing crops, especially sugarcane. But
cognizant of its importance as one of the major
raw materials of the textile industry, Syed Mohsin
Raza Nagvi-led Government of the Punjab has tak-
en remarkable steps for the revival of cotton crop
in the province. One of the important measures in
this regard is jacking up cotton support price up to
Rs 8500 per 40 Kg to incentivize more and more
farmers to cultivate the crop. As a result, the Gov-
ernment of the Punjab has succeeded in cultivating
cotton over more than 4.5 Million acres of land in
South Punjab, especially Bahawalpur, Multan and
DG Khan divisions. After achieving more than 90%
of its 5 Million acre target, authorities are now fo-
cussed on getting maximum yield of cotton crop by
ensuring awareness of farmers in best farm man-
agement practices through media campaigns and
seminars. Government has established farmers
facilitation centers in target districts of South Pun-
jab to ensure availability of sufficient quantities of
quality fertilizers and pesticides at controlled rates

to help farmers get maximum yield. A massive
crackdown on spurious agro drugs and pesticides
is also under way to insulate cotton farmers against
heavy losses incurred due to onslaught of various
pests. Administrative secretaries have been assigned
to personally monitor crop management in each dis-
trict, and offer farmers one window troubleshooting
solution for their problems related to crop manage-
ment.
Government of the Punjab is aggressively pursuing a
bumper cotton crop to save valuable foreign exchange
spent on the import of around 5 Million bales of cot-
ton per annum, in order to keep its textile industry
afloat. Cultivation of edible oil seeds like sunflower,
canola and rapeseed is also on the Government’s
top priority agenda, as their import worth around
$4 Billion annually is a major strain on the country’s
meager foreign exchange resources. The authorities
concerned are developing a comprehensive plan to
start a robust campaign for the maximum import sub-
stitution of edible oil seeds. Livestock has more than
60% share in the Agriculture sector. Punjab is eager
to develop its livestock & poultry, especially in the
South Punjab. It would not only enable the country to
tap untapped foreign markets like China and the Mid-
dle East, but would also promote the country’s Halal
Meat Industry in the world. Forestry and Fisheries
are other areas of the Agriculture sector that have a
substantial growth potential. One can comfortably
figure out how committed and dedicated the Govern-
ment of the Punjab is in benefiting from the optimum
growth potential of the Agriculture sector especially
cotton, edible oil seeds and livestock when we con-
sider its liberal monetary incentives, proper planning
and professional follow up of the policies aimed at the
growth of the Agriculture sector.
—arshakir.pmo@gmail.com
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From Pace 01

Iran and other Muslim
countries have strongly
condemned the act. Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan
has slammed Sweden over
the incident, saying Anka-
ra will never bow down to
a policy of provocation or
threat. “We will teach the
arrogant Western people
that it is not freedom of
expression to insult the
sacred values of Muslims,”
he said. The United Arab
Emirates has summoned
the Swedish ambassador to
protest against the desecra-
tion of Holy Quran.

Qatar has also condemned
the Swedish authorities’
permission to burn copies
of the Quran Thursday call-
ing it a “heinous” act to have
especially occurred on Eid.
“The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs warns that allowing
repeated infringement of
the Holy Qu'ran under the
pretext of freedom of ex-
pression fuels hatred and
violence, threatens peaceful
coexistence, and reveals ab-
horrent double standards,”
its foreign ministry said.
Kuwait’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs said the burning
was a “dangerous, provoca-
tive step that inflames the
feelings of Muslims around
the world”. It called on the

It is situated in the Trentino region, specifically in the province of Trento. —

MILAN: Deputy Editor Daily Islamabad POST Abid Raza(Middle), together with friends Khalid Gondal and
Afzaal Gondal visiting Riva del Garda - a town located in northern Italy, on the shores of Lake Garda.

DNA

\ PM
summons
cabinet
session

FroMm PacGe 01

According to sources, along
with the potential ratifica-
tion of the five-year nation-
al sports policy, the HEC
Amendment Bill is also on
the table. The matter in
line with the waste dispos-
al project in Islamabad will
also be part of the meet-
ing agenda. PM Shehbaz
will participate in the 23rd
Meeting of SCO Council of
Heads of State being held
in videoconference format
on Tuesday (July 4).

The invitation to the prime
minister to attend the SCO-
CHS was extended by Indi-
an counterpart Narendra
Modi in his capacity as the
current Chair of the SCO.
At the forthcoming CHS,
the highest forum of the
SCO, the leaders will delib-
erate on important global
and regional issues and
chart the future direction
of cooperation among SCO
Member States. This year,
the SCO CHS will also wel-
come Iran as a new member
of the organization.

PM Shehbaz’s participation
in the CHS illustrates the
high importance that Paki-
stan attaches to the SCO,
as an important forum for
regional security and pros-
perity, and enhanced en-
gagement with the region.
On Friday, PM Shehbaz
talked about the economic

international  community
and governments “to take
responsibility for swift ac-
tion to renounce feelings of
hatred, extremism and reli-
gious intolerance”.

FM stresses
on increased
Pak-Japan
trade ties

Nalla Kiani becomes first Pak
woman to scale Nanga Parbat

The mountain has a daunting ascent along with the risk of unstable glaciers, avalanches and
storms. Kiani’s summit was confirmed by Secretary Alpine Club of Pakistan Karrar Haidri

revival plan of the country,
saying that everyone will
have to put efforts for uplift-
ing the country.

Islamabad,
Rawalpindi
at risk...

From Pace 01
asked authorities to remain
“alert”. The heavy rains

FroMm Pace 01

The Foreign Minister urged
Pakistani overseas particu-
larly businessmen to play
their role for increase in
trade between two coun-
tries and also strengthening
of bilateral relations.
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari interacted
with a number of Japanese
business executives and
representatives of Japan
International Cooperation
Agency and Japan External
Trade Organization in To-
kyo on Sunday. During the
meetings, the matters relat-
ed to bilateral cooperation
in trade and investment
came under discussion.

Four jawans
martyred...

From Pace 01
offered to the terrorists,
adding the entire nation is
proud of the sacrifices ren-
dered by the security forc-
es. Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Abdul Qudus Bizenjo
condemned the attack,
saying terrorists couldn’t
demoralise security forc-
es with cowardly acts. He
said security forces were
ensuring the security of
the country and the nation
with firm determination
and courage. Condemning
the attack, the Balochistan
governor, chief minister
and home minister main-
tained that blood of the
martyrs will not go in vain.
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ISLAMABAD: Niala Kiani is a renowned Pakistani moun-
taineer — Alpine Club of Pakistan Renowned climber Naila
Kiani became the first Pakistani woman to scale Nanga Par-
bat on Sunday. The 8,126-metre peak is known as the ‘Kill-
er Mountain’ due to its high fatality rate. The mountain has
a daunting ascent along with the risk of unstable glaciers,
avalanches and storms. Kiani's summit was confirmed by
Secretary Alpine Club of Pakistan Karrar Haidri.

“Today on July 2, 2023, at 10:18 a.m, Naila Kiani scaled
the majestic Nanga Parbat, standing tall at an inspirational
height of 8,126 metres,” Haidri said.

“She did this to become the first Pakistani woman
to climb Nanga Parbat. Naila has now ascended sev-
en of the enormous 8,000-metre peaks on the planet,
establishing her as one of the most talented climbers
of our time. “The legendary Everest, the difficult K2,
the commanding Lhotse, the perilous Annapurna, the

elusive G1 and the G2 are just a few of the mountains
she has conquered before. “Numerous mountaineers
and adventure fans all over the world are inspired by
Naila Kiani's unwavering resolve, unmatched abilities,
and unwavering attitude. She serves as a bright example
of how people can overcome seemingly insurmountable
obstacles.”

Earlier, Sajid Sadpara, who is a noted Pakistani mountain-
eer, successfully climbed Nanga Parbat without the help of
supplementary oxygen and sherpas.

It must be noted that Sajid, son of the legendary moun-
taineer Ali Sadpara, aims to climb all 14 eight-thousand-
ers without the aid of supplemental oxygen. He has al-
ready summited K2 (8,611m), Gasherbrum-I (8,080m),
and Gasherbrum-II (8,035m) in Pakistan, as well as
Manaslu (8,163m) in Nepal, without supplemental oxy-
gen. Sajid has also achieved the unique feat of climbing
the world’s highest peak Mount Everest without the
support of supplementary oxygen and assistance from

Sherpas in May 2023.

Djokovic is the
‘ereatest’: Daniil
Medvedev

LONDON: Daniil Medvedev has no doubt that Novak Djok-
ovic is the greatest tennis player in history and the world
number three believes the Serbian’s ability to conjure up
victories even on his bad days sets him apart from the rest.
Djokovic claimed a men’s record 23rd Grand Slam title at
the French Open last month to leapfrog Rafa Nadal and go
three ahead of another great rival in Roger Federer, with
the 36-year-old eyeing an eighth crown at Wimbledon which
begins on Monday. Victory in London will leave Djokovic
level with Margaret Court on 24 major titles atop the all-
time list. “I don’t know how does he do it,” Medvedev told
reporters. “I think if I saw it right, Novak is almost 50%. I
think I saw he played 70 majors and 35 (34) he was in the
final. I don’t know how it is possible. He doesn’t have bad
days? “Actually, he does, like everybody. Even on these
bad days, he manages to beat the opponent. It’s actually
tough because it’s one against one. Both of them want
to win. I don’t know how he’s doing it. That’s why he’s
for me the greatest in the history of tennis. - Agencies

Jessica Pegula wants to look
at ‘positives’ of Saudi deal

LONDON: American world
number four Jessica Pegu-
la said doing business with
Saudi Arabia can help the
WTA in its quest to ensure
equal prize money but it
will carefully evaluate fol-
lowing other sports to the
Gulf state. Saudi Arabia
has pumped huge amounts
of money into soccer, For-
mula One and boxing in
recent years while the Sau-
di-backed LIV Golf circuit
recently ended its two-year
dispute with the PGA Tour
and DP World Tour by an-
nouncing a merger.

WTA chairman Steve Si-
mon said on Friday there
were still "big issues" with

Saudi Arabia as potential
hosts for WTA events and
the governing body of
women's tennis had not
yet made any decisions or
entered into negotiations
with the country. "I'm sure
we'll talk and go about it,"
WTA player council member
Pegula told reporters ahead
of Wimbledon. Men and
women get equal prize mon-
ey at the four Grand Slams.
WTA Tour events, however,
have often offered less prize
money than those on the
separate men's ATP circuit,
but the WTA last week an-
nounced plans to address the
issue with a new strategy.

"If they (Saudi Arabia) could

help getting us to equal
prize money, though there
are negatives, there's a lot
of positives that can come
out of it," Pegula added.
"Hopefully we don't just look
at the negatives and we can
see the positives. Hopefully
something good comes out
of it the right way." Men's
ATP Tour chairman Andrea
Gaudenzi said last month
he held discussions with
Saudi Arabia's Public In-
vestment Fund (PIF) and
other potential investors
on projects including infra-
structure, events and tech-
nology investment. Critics
have accused Saudi Arabia
of using the PIF to engage

in "sportwashing" amid crit-
icism of its human rights
record. The country de-
nies accusations of human
rights abuses and says it
protects its national securi-
ty through its laws.

Men's world number one
Carlos Alcaraz said he
would have no doubts about
competing there, while for-
mer Grand Slam champion
John McEnroe said tennis
should not seek Saudi in-
vestment. Twice Wimble-
don champion Andy Murray
said he would have to think
twice about playing in Saudi
Arabia after refusing in the
past to participate in exhi-
bition events there. - DNA

could also trigger landslides
in the vulnerable areas of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir,
Gilgit Baltistan, and hilly
areas of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa during the same period.
From July 3-8, the PMD
forecast that rain, wind,
and thundershower would
hit Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Murree, Galliyat, Attock,
Chakwal, Jhelum, Kashmir,
Gilgit Baltistan.

They will also hit Chitral,
Swat, Mansehra, Kohistan,
Abbottabad, Haripur, Pe-
shawar, Mardan, Swabi,
Nowshera, Kurram, Bannu,
Lakki Marwat, Kohat, Mian-
wali, Sargodha, Hafizabad,
Mandi Bahauddin, Sialkot,
Narowal, Lahore, Gujran-
wala, Gujrat, Sheikhupura,
Faisalabad, Jhang, and Toba
Tek Singh.

Rain, wind, thundershow-
er with isolated heavy
falls are also expected
in Barkhan, Loralai, Sib-
bi, Naseerabad, Kalat,
Khuzdar, Zhob, Lasbella,
Awaran, Musakhel, D.I
Khan, Bannu, Karak, Wa-
ziristan, D.G khan, Rajanpur,
Multan, Bhakkar, Layyah, Kot
Addu, Bahawalpur, Bahawal-
nagar, Sahiwal and Okara
from July 5 to 8.

The PMD also forecast
that rain, wind, thunder-
shower with isolated heavy
falls are also expected in
Sukkur, Jacobabad Ghot-
ki, Shaheed Benazirabad,
Larkana, Mithi, Chhor, Pa-
didan, Nagarparkar, Thar-
parkar, Umerkot, Sanghar,
Mirpur Khas, Dadu, That-
ta, Badin, Hyderabad, and
Karachi on July 7 and 8.

From Pace 01

IN the previous 20 years, right-wing politics has gotten
stronger, with ultranationalist and neo-Nazi emotions
giving way to Islamophobic and xenophobic beliefs. On
September 11, 2022, the Sweden Democrats finally won
the majority of parliamentary seats they had sought since
their inception in 1988, “marking a new far-right surge
in Europe.” They will almost certainly continue to bat-
tle for Islamophobic and anti-immigrant policies, which
have prompted many left-wing parties to adopt tight im-
migration policies. The report “Islamophobia in Sweden:
National Report 2022” provides an overview of rapidly
increasing Islamophobia in the broader Swedish context,
including increased arbitrary securitization of Muslim civ-
il society groups and organizations, as well as increased
anti-Muslim radicalization in online spaces and platforms.
Islamophobic discourses are strongly embedded in main-
stream political parties and media outlets, urging for in-
creasingly harsh actions against Muslim communities. In
the spring of 2022, the leader of the Christian Democratic
Party called for police to shoot more “Islamists” in re-
sponse to rioting in response to an anti-Muslim farright
Danish extremist burning the Quran.

Muslims are increasingly shying away from public life in re-
sponse to widespread accusations of extremism and a lack
of political allies. Islamophobic news sites and media outlets
are now getting governmental subsidies meant to assist inde-
pendent media outlets. Meanwhile, due to personal security
concerns and usually skewed and hostile media coverage of
Muslim organizations in civil society are finding it increasingly
difficult to find people ready to act as their representatives.
Some governments in Europe have also passed legislation
that discriminates against Muslims in the name of combat-
ing extremism, in order to get the excuse to close mosques
in France and Austria, and the prohibition of new minaret
construction in Switzerland. In Denmark, children born into
immigrant, typically Muslim communities, dubbed ghettos
by the Danish government, must be removed from their fam-

ilies for 35 hours each week in order to learn Danish values.
Austrian and French administrations have designated Islamist
Separatism and political Islam as national security problems
without properly defining those terms or needing a connec-
tion to the use or encouragement of violence.

These escalating cases of Islamophobia have not only made
life difficult for Muslims, but have also jeopardized the Euro-
pean tradition of tolerance and assimilation. This realization
prompted the Council of Europe to adopt the EU anti-racism
action plan. This plan advocates for more rigorous national
measures outlined in national action plans to combat Islam-
ophobia including the fair policing, increased enforcement
of EU legislation, minority group protection and launch
new projects in areas such as social inclusion, health, and
education. The European Parliament adopted the resolution
“On racial justice, non-discrimination, and anti-racism in the
EU” on November 10, 2022. The resolution recognizes that
“racial discrimination and harassment remain commonplace
in the EU.” Furthermore, the resolution sees an increase
n “racist, xenophobic, and homo/transphobic movements
and extremist ideologies, particularly extreme right-wing
sentiments, which were regarded as “serious threats to
democratic societies in the EU, as well as to the safety of
racialized groups.” The expert body on racism and intoler-
ance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe announced a new Gen-
eral Policy Recommendation on preventing and combatting
anti-Muslim racism and discrimination on March 1, 2022.
The ECRI stressed that Muslims are intrinsic to Europe’s
diversity and emphasized the need for collective action in
creating inclusive communities that bring individuals from
various backgrounds together while upholding equality and
respect through a shared set of democratic ideals.

The ECRI expressed worry that anti-Muslim prejudice and
hostility had become ubiquitous in society in recent years,
infiltrating institutional, political, social, and economic life.
The ECRI provides policy and institutional coordination
advice to governments, as well as prevention, protection,
and prosecution, and law enforcement. Its recommendation
included; prioritizing the fight against anti-Muslim racism

through appropriate action plans, bring necessary legislative
changes, and appointment of coordinators and specialized
independent monitoring groups or committees.
Governments, according to the ECRI, should also prioritize
prevention and encourage political actors, opinion leaders,
and other public figures to publicly condemn anti-Muslim prej-
udice, eliminate discrimination against Muslims in career and
educational opportunities, particularly by prioritizing Muslim
women’s rights and to increase awareness of Muslim history,
its diversity, and the positive contributions made by Muslim
people, communities, and cultures to European societies.
According to the ECRI, governments should partner with so-
cial media platforms to develop projects to ensure distribu-
tion of correct information about Muslims and Islam on these
platforms, ensure the security of Muslims, Muslim commu-
nities, and their institutions and foster cooperation between
Muslims and law enforcement officers. Furthermore, it is
strongly urged to strengthen cooperation and communication
with Muslim communities in order to select and implement
security measures that address their concerns and needs.
In terms of criminal justice and law enforcement, the ECRI
recommends that anti-Muslim crimes committed online be
dealt with effectively through effective prosecution and other
means. Internet service providers must also remove illegal an-
ti-Muslim hate speech quickly and consistently in accordance
with the applicable legal and extra-legal framework. The ECRI
made its first general policy suggestion in this regard in 2000.
The current revised General Policy Recommendation of ECRI
emphasized the importance of implementing national anti-Is-
lamophobia action plans after acknowledging the issues faced
by Muslims. It offers specific recommendations for Council
of Europe member countries on “raising awareness of and
combating Islamophobia, or anti-Muslim racism, in Europe.”
According to Amnesty International (Al) , it is a “call to ac-
tion against Islamophobia in Europe which intends to accuse
authorities in several European states of normalizing discrim-
ination against Muslims.” Al commented that Racist laws,
policies, and practices have no place in Europe and observed
that the hate crimes against Muslims and people considered
to be Muslim are far too frequently not officially registered
or successfully investigated. Surveillance of Muslim men,
women, and even children is widely considered as standard
practice, and a variety of counter-terrorism methods are being

implemented outside the criminal justice systems, with inade-
quate safeguards. Al highlighted the importance for Muslims’
participation in public places and said that restriction by poli-
cies encourage everyday intolerance, bias and discrimination
that many Muslims experience is a form of racism. Muslim
women’s access to public places is restricted through policies
and practices that are based on harmful gender stereotypes
and are prohibited to wear religious symbols and dress at the
workplace, in schools and in public generally. Al reiterated
that policymakers must stop using racist and discriminatory
rhetoric against Muslims and immediately take action to en-
sure that they can enjoy their fundamental rights to equality
and dignity, and live their lives without discrimination
Every country that is a member of the United Nations is
obligated to accept and execute the resolution declaring
March 15 as “International Day to Combat Islamophobia”
in order to advocate for further change in the battle against
anti-Muslim prejudice. The Muslim countries and the OIC
should urge the Council of Europe to adopt seriously and
implement the ECRI's General Policy Recommendation
No. 5 on preventing and fighting anti-Muslim bigotry and
discrimination. The proposals should be included into the
various national action plans of European Union member
countries. European and national institutions should be
urged to take the findings of the European Union’s Agency
for Fundamental Rights (FRA) seriously in order to rem-
edy the harm caused by antiterrorism laws to European
Muslim communities. The Swedish government must en-
gage in educational and awareness-raising programs, as
well as punish perpetrators of hate crimes by holding them
accountable in order to create a society in which everyone,
regardless of religion, feels safe and respected.
Muslims must exercise utmost caution in protesting against
this sacrilegious act peacefully, within civilized behavior, with-
out resorting to violence, and without displaying incorrect atti-
tude and behavior in order to demonstrate peaceful teachings
of the Quran without being carried away by emotions. While
registering their protests, they must imagine what Hazrat
Mohammad Peace Be Upon Him would have done if such an
event had occurred while he was still alive.
— The writer is Former Press Secretary
to the President; Former Press Minister to the
Embassy of Pakistan to France; Former MD, SRBC.
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Dutch King
apologises for
Netherlands’
role in slavery

DNA

THE HAGUE: Other Eu-
ropean governments and
monarchs are moving at
different paces as they con-
front horrors of the past.

Dutch King Willem-Alexan-
der apologised Saturday for
his country’s role in slavery
and asked for forgiveness in
a historic speech greeted
by cheers and whoops at an
event to commemorate the
anniversary of the abolition

of slavery.
The king’s speech followed
Dutch  Prime  Minister

Mark Rutte’s apology late
last year for the country’s
role in the slave trade and
slavery. It is part of a wid-
er reckoning with colonial
histories in the West that
have been spurred in recent
years by the Black Lives
Matter movement.

In an emotional speech,
Willem-Alexander referred
back to that apology as
he told a crowd of invited
guests and onlookers: “To-
day I stand before you. To-
day, as your King and as a
member of the government,
I make this apology myself.
And I feel the weight of the
words in my heart and my
soul.”The king said he has
commissioned a study into
the exact role of the royal
House of Orange-Nassau in
slavery in the Netherlands.

UK, Canada,
and Australia

slam Israel

CANBERRA: Australia,
Canada and the UK have
rebuked Israel over its de-
cision to create thousands
of new settlement units in
the West Bank. They also
decried a surge of violence
between Israelis and Pales-
tinians. In a highly unusual
joint statement on Saturday,
the foreign ministers of the
three countries said they
were “gravely concerned”
over Israel moving ahead
with over 5,700 new homes
in the occupied territories.
The settlements are wide-
ly considered to be illegal.
“The continued expansion
of settlements is an obsta-
cle to peace and negatively
impacts efforts to achieve a
negotiated two-state solu-
tion,” the statement read,
calling for Israel to reverse
the decision. The ministers
said they were also “deep-
ly troubled” by ongoing
violence in the region. In
particular, they referred to
a deadly gun attack by two
Palestinians on Israelis
near the settlement of Eli
in the West Bank, which
claimed the lives of four
people, including a teen-
age boy. At the same time,
Australia, Canada, and the
UK also condemned “the
reprehensible and ongoing
settler violence targeting
Palestinians.”—Agencies

Twitter
imposes
tweets
viewing cap

NEws DESK

LONDON: Twitter users
ran into service issues on
Saturday after owner Elon
Musk imposed limits on
how many tweets can be
read per day.

Tech mogul and Twitter
owner Elon Musk has im-
posed temporary limits on
the number of posts users
can read in a day - restric-
tions he described as an at-
tempt to prevent unauthor-
ized scraping of potentially
valuable data from the site.
According to a tweet on the
billionaire’s own Twitter ac-
count, verified users will be
able to view 10,000 tweets
per day, while unverified
profiles will only be allowed
to see 1,000. The number
decreases further for new
unverified accounts that
will be able to view just 500.
On Saturday, he announced
a much lower figure, initial-
ly limiting most users to
viewing 600 tweets a day
before updating the figure
twice via tweets on his pro-
file. Thousands of people
logged complaints about
problems accessing Twitter
on Saturday after the an-
nouncement. —DNA

Geneva moot highlights
plight of Kashmiri prisoners

They said that it was quite astonishing to note that the JKLF chief and other Kashmiri
leaders were being penalised just for raising their voice for the voiceless Kashmiris.

MIRPUR :While voicing
their grave concern over
the continual illegal de-
tention of Kashmiri pris-
oners in Indian as well as
Occupied Kashmir’s jails,
speakers at a seminar held
on the sidelines of the 53rd
session of the UN Human
Rights Council (UNCHR) in
Geneva late Saturday, said
that thousands of detainees
lodged in different jails in
and outside the Valley was
getting worse with every
passing day. “The seminar
titled “Plight of Kashmir
Prisoners” was attended
and addressed by political
activists, parliamentarians,

public representatives, law
experts and human rights
defenders hailing from dif-
ferent parts of the world in-
cluding Altaf Hussain Wani
chairman Kashmir institute
of International relations,
Faheem Kayani, Hassan ul
Bana, Mirza Asif Jarral and
others”, says a message
reaching and released to
the media here on Sunday.
The speakers continued
that thousands of Kash-
miris who were arrested
before and after 5th August
2019 have been languish-
ing in Indias notorious
jails like Tihar, which has
become a death trap for

Kashmiris. They said that
a sizable number of Kash-
miris who were taken into
preventive custody on 5th
August 2019 continue to rot
in Amphala, Udhampor, Hi-
ranagar, Khatua and Kotbal-
wal jails. The speakers said
that the Indian government
has given a free license
to its forces and agencies
like NIA and Enforcement
Directorate to arrest Kash-
miris. They said that dozens
of top rank political leaders
including Muhammad Yas-
in Malik, Musarrat Aalam
Bhat, Shabir Ahmad Shah,
Nayeem Ahmed Khan, Asi-
ya Andrabi and others were

picked up from their homes
and whisked off to prisons
outside the valley.

“They have been actually
abducted by NIA and ED
and shifted to Tihar Jail un-
der frivolous and concoct-
ed charges,” the speakers
said, adding that scores
of detainees including Dr.
Qasim Faktoo, Dr. Shafi
Shariati, Ghulam Qadir and
many more were rotting in
jails serving life terms.

The speakers, while refer-
ring to conviction of prom-
inent Kashmiri leader Mu-
hammad Yasin Malik, said
that Malik’s conviction in
a manifestly dubious and

politically motivated case
filed by the Indian National
Investigation Agency, am-
ply demonstrates how the
Modi government was us-
ing judiciary as a weapon to
silence legitimate Kashmiri
voices. Referring to India s
history of using the judici-
ary and other state appara-
tus to suppress the political
and democratic dissent in
the occupied Kashmir, the
speakers said that India,
which had deprived Malik
of his fundamental right to
defend himself in the court
of law after implicating him
in a concocted case, was
now hell bent on eliminat-

ing him by using its judici-
ary. Raising their concerns
over the Indian investiga-
tion agencys bid to seek
the death penalty for Yasin
Malik, the speakers said
that the NIA s malicious in-
tention poses a grave threat
to the life of Mr. Malik who
has been leading a nonvio-
lent movement, advocating
for the peaceful resolution
of the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute. They said that it was
quite astonishing to note that
the JKLF chief and other
Kashmiri leaders were being
penalised just for raising
their voice for the voiceless
Kashmiris.—APP

Leading solar provider commits
to optimizing Pak PV market

DNA

SHANGHAI: China’s lead-
ing solar solutions pro-
vider LONGi and three
certification and testing
institutions, including SGS
(Shanghai), SGS (Qingdao),
and Intertek, held here a
strategic cooperation sign-
ing ceremony in Shanghai.
This will enable the four
parties to strengthen co-
operation in the fields of
PSI+COC certification and
testing necessary for pho-
tovoltaic modules to enter
the Pakistani market. Ali
Majid, General Manager,
Pakistan, LONGi Solar,
attended to sign the agree-
ment, according to Gwa-
dar Pro. According to the
agreement, the institutions
will carry out standardized
management of module
certification and testing
with LONGi. The three
certification and testing
institutions are consistent
with the LONGi agreement,
and when certifying LONGi
modules whose destination
country is Pakistan, the
three certification and test-
ing institutions need to ob-
tain written testing author-
ization from LONGi before
they can carry out product
testing and certification.
The four parties will crack
down on counterfeit LONGi
products from the source,
protecting the rights and
interests of customers and
ensuring the sustainable de-
velopment of LONGi’s pan-

els business, and working
together to build a healthy
business environment for
Pakistan’s PV market. Pho-
tovoltaic power generation,
as the best choice to solve
Pakistan’s power shortage
and optimize its energy
structure to a great extent
based on fossil fuels, while
saving foreign exchange re-
quired for energy imports,
has vast potential for future
development. From 2012
to 2022, LONGi produced
a total of 290GW of pho-
tovoltaic products, with
the cumulative output of
clean electricity exceeding
1,148,287 GWh. According
to the International Ener-

gy Agency’s global power
grid average emission
factor, it is equivalent to
avoiding 536 million tons
of carbon dioxide emis-
sions. As for Pakistani
market, both distributed
and centralized PV prod-
ucts have market segment
demand, distributed PV
systems, such as rooftop
solar installations on res-
idential, commercial, and
industrial buildings, have
been gaining popularity in
Pakistan. Majid mentioned
that net metering policies
and incentives have been
introduced to promote dis-
tributed generation and
allow consumers to offset

their electricity bills by ex-
porting excess power back
to the grid. In recent years,
the Pakistani government
has successively formu-
lated a number of related
policies, thus the country’s
photovoltaic industry has
shown good development
potential.  According to
Pakistan’s long-term pow-
er plan - the Indicative
Generation Capacity Ex-
pansion Plan (IGCEP), the
cumulative installed ca-
pacity of photovoltaics will
reach 12%, or 13.2GW, by
2030, and the government
will continue to provide
maximum support for re-
newable energy projects.

Chinese county eyeing
exchange of agri
products with Pakistan

The place is endowed with
superior natural conditions to
develop tea industry, which is

further empowered through
integration with tourism and
health industries

HANZHONG:

Officials of Mian County, an agricul-

ture-based county in Shaanxi Province in northwestern
China, is discussing with Pakistani counterpart about the
exchange of agricultural products. According to China
Economic Net (CEN), the exchange will be based on the
local specialties of the two sides, such as Chinese medi-
cine and black tea and Pakistani mango and rice. Apart
from the barter trade of agricultural products, the ex-
change of high-yield crop varieties shall also be included
in the cooperation. The cooperation is expected to start
from the southern areas of Pakistan, especially Sindh , Ab-
dul Ghaffar Shar, a postdoc research fellow of Northwest
A&F University who has been facilitating the cooperation
told CEN. For example, Sukkur or Khair pur is suitable
for the cultivation of Chinese medicine, and Larkana pro-
vides fertile soil for rice , he added. Chinese medicine and
tea industries are two pillars of agricultural development
in Mian County. Once an impoverished place, the county
has witnessed over 50,000 people lifted out of poverty by
leveraging its agricultural resources. With over 20 Chinese
medicine processing companies across the county, it is pro-
cessing over 3600 tons of Chinese herbal medicine with
annual sales of more than 47 million yuan. Hanzhong City
where Mian County is located is one of the earliest places
to plant tea in China. Over one million local people are en-
gaged in the production, operation, and service of the tea
industry. Currently, there are over 200,000 acres of tea
gardens in the city, producing 64,000 tons of tea leaves
annually worth over 37 billion yuan. High latitude, high
altitude, high probability of cloud, soil rich in zinc and sele-
nium, and free from pollution... The place is endowed with
superior natural conditions to develop tea industry, which
is further empowered through integration with tourism and

health industries.

According to Abdul Ghaffar Shar, the

prospective county-to-county agricultural cooperation gives
better play to the advantages of the two sides and facilitates
Pakistan to benefit from China s experience in agricultural

development. -DNA

Jakarta set to procure
electric-powered
official cars

NEws DESK

JAKARTA: The Jakarta provincial government is
currently procuring electric-powered official vehi-
cles in an effort to help improve the air quality of
the capital city. Acting Governor of DKI Jakarta,
Heru Budi Hartono, stated in Jakarta on Sunday
that the procurement is in line with the Regional
Development Plan. “In the near future, vehicles
powered by renewable energy will be put into op-
eration,” he said. He added that some public trans-
portation, such as buses in Jakarta, already use
electric engines. According to Hartono, the use of
electric vehicles reduces fossil fuel consumption
and decreases carbon emissions. “Therefore, in the
future, only heavy machinery like backhoes will still
use oil-based fuel,” he said. He encouraged the peo-
ple of Jakarta not to hesitate to use electric vehicles
or conventional vehicles, especially motorcycles, that
have been converted to electric propulsion. “I am
confident that in the near future, all two-wheeled ve-
hicles in Jakarta will switch to electric motorcycles.
We are considering incentive programs for the public

to make this happen,”

said Hartono. He admitted to

using a hybrid car as his official vehicle after serving as
the acting governor for nine months. “I have only been
using the hybrid car for a week. I think it is just as com-
fortable as regular fuel-powered vehicles,” he said.

Brain-computer interfaces
technology showcased at AMNC

DNA

TIANJIN: Brain-computer
interfaces (BCIs) technology
was showcased at the Tiankai
Higher Education Innovation
Park of the 14th Annual Meet-
ing of the New Champions
(AMNC).

Humans controlling machines
with their minds may sound
like stuff of science fiction
movies. Imagine if you could
prepare for your next meeting
using only your thoughts - a
scenario that might soon be-
come a reality thanks to the
development of brain-comput-
er interfaces (BCIs), accord-
ing to China Economic Net
(CEN).

BCI technology, such mira-
cle is no longer the future; it
is here and now. Advanced
technology on BCI was show-
cased at the Tiankai Higher
Education Innovation Park of
the 14th Annual Meeting of
the New Champions (AMNC)

held in Tianjin, China in the
recent week. Neuro Engineer-
ing Team of Tianjin University,
China, drawing on the neu-
roplasticity mechanism, has
developed the “Shengong”
rehabilitation robot based on
brainrmachine interface technol
ogy for patients with limb move-
ment dysfunction. Shengong,
the world’s first neuromodulat-
ed powered exoskeleton system,
is applied for the neurological
rehabilitation of patients with
stroke and other lower limb
dysfunction. CEN reporter
learns that the system can ac-
curately decode the patient’s
motor intention and transmit
it to external feedback devic-
es, thus forming a closed-loop
brainmachine-body pathway,
thereby effectively solving the
problems, namely poor initia-
tive, and long treatment period
in traditional rehabilitation.

Brain Talker, the world’s
irst dedicated codec chip for
brain-computer interface,
wowed visitors on site. It is

capable of decoding instruc-
tions precisely and effectively
and realizing fast communica-
tion, and strong interaction,
with completely independent
intellectual property rights.
present, the system has been
applied to clinical research in
many hospitals, the team not-
ed, adding that their other BCI

products like brain-controlled
typing system and intelligent
diagnosis robot for depression
turned out to be highly effec-
tive. BCI is a human-comput-
er interaction device that
converts nervus centralis
information into commands
that can control external
software or hardware.

" Romania
expels 40
Russian

diplomats

NEews DEsk

BUCHAREST: Forty
Russian diplomats and
embassy staff have been
expelled from Romania as
relations worsen between
the countries over the war
in Ukraine. The staff and
their families left on a spe-
cial flight from Bucharest
which was organised by
the Russian authorities.

The number of staff at
the Russian embassy has
been slashed by more
than half and follows the
expulsion of 11 Russian
diplomats immediately af-
ter Ukraine was invaded
in February 2022. Roma-
nia was a communist state
until a revolution over-
threw its dictator Nicolae
Ceausescu in 1989, but
was never a part of the
Soviet Union which col-

S3h IMF deal to help achieve 2.5% GDP growth

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan In-
dustrial and Traders Associations
Front (PIAF) Chairman Fahee-
mur Rehman Saigol has said
that the new $3 billion agree-
ment with the IMF will help the
economy stabilize and achieve
GDP growth of 2.5% in the new
fiscal year of 2023-24, taking the
country s foreign reserves to
$14 billion.

Faheemur Rehman Saigol said
that the news comes as a major
breakthrough for government
that ran from pillar to post to
meet conditions of the Washing-
ton-based lender only to see an
incessant delay on a successful
completion of the ninth review.
During this time, the public was
alienated, heavy taxes were im-
posed, and questions were raised
on Pakistan s debt obligations.

He said that the IMF Executive
Board is likely to meet by mid-Ju-
ly to formally approve the new
arrangement with Pakistan. The
new facility also unlocks access
to capital markets for Pakistan,
opening up avenues for lending
as it looks to finance its external
funding gap. Pakistan has budg-
eted $1.5 billion as a Eurobond
and Sukuk for fiscal year 2023-
24. This amount is likely to be
dependent on the rates it is of-
fered in the international mar-
ket. Pakistan s foreign exchange
reserves, currently under $4
billion, are likely to get a boost
as Saudi Arabia, UAE, and oth-
er bilateral partners also come
through. This is a fresh nine-
month program, implying that
to move forward, there will be
a new set of conditions to keep
the SBA going. It gives some
room to the government ahead
of elections, and takes the onus

off the caretaker setup to take
measures for the economy. The
IMF will keep a close eye for
the next nine months to ensure
Pakistan does not sway from its
economic measures. The key
things it will look at will be the
imposition of the petroleum de-
velopment levy (the new ceiling
is Rs60). The IMF acknowledged
that Pakistans economy faced
several external shocks, but was
quick to point out that there were
some policy missteps including
shortages from constraints on the
functioning of the FX market. The
IMF said the SBP should remain
proactive to reduce inflation,
and maintain a foreign exchange
framework free of restrictions on
payments and transfers for cur-
rent international transactions
and multiple currency practices.
This could mean that the key pol-
icy rate is likely to remain high in
the short-term, and anchored in-

flation will remain a priority.

The PIAF Chairman said that the
government needs to implement
economic stabilization policies
for a prolonged period to correct
critical imbalances threatening its
economic viability. He said that any
deviation from the fiscal and mone-
tary path agreed with the IMF will
increase the cost during negotia-
tions for the next loan tranche, and
the new bailout package. The coun-
try cannot afford to have a large cur-
rent account deficit in the current
and next fiscal years, as the large
deficits in the past have remained
an important source for financing
consumptionled economic growth.
This accelerated the process of eco-
nomic destabilization of Pakistan.

He said that the government has
committed to follow the real positive
interest rate going forward, meas-
ured by headline inflation. In these
challenging times, there is a need
for quarterly reporting of the GDP

growth figures to reveal real eco-
nomic patterns. The government,
however, will face the challenge of
dealing with low economic growth
and high inflation an outcome of
politically motivated decisions tak-
en by the successive governments
during the past two years. Due to
serious and critical imbalances
threatening the country s econom-
ic viability, Pakistan cannot afford to
roll out monetary and fiscal policies
to achieve high economic growth
rate in FY2023-24, starting from
July. Under the domino effect of
dollarization, the skyrocketing infla-
tion, which is already in the midst
of a decade-high level, along with
the unprecedented rupee deprecia-
tion, high energy tariffs, escalating
markup rate, rising commodity
prices, fluctuating exchange-rate
and balance-of-payment crisis, will
lead to further hike in headline in-
flation, taking a toll on the local
economy, he warned.

@psed the same year. )
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BEIJING: “There’s a lot
of potential for enhancing
meat exports to China,” said
Ghulam Qadir, Commer-
cial Counsellor, Pakistani
Embassy, while addressing
a forum titled “2023 Meat
Import Development &
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Port
Cold Chain Economy New
Growth Forum”.

He invited Chinese enter-
prises to participate in Pa-
kistan’s Agri Expo (starting
from August 10) in which
over 300 top Pakistani ag-
riculture and food process-
ing firms are expected,
including meat, fisheries,
oil seeds, fruits, and veg-
etables, food processing
ones. According to a Gwa-
dar Pro’s report, Ghulam
Qadir stated that the Agri
Expo undoubtedly will open
doors to meat enterpris-
es, unveiling the untapped
potential that the country
possesses. As businesses
leverage the opportunities
presented by the Expo, the
future of Pakistan’s meat
sector looks bright, prom-
ising sustainable economic
development and increased
global recognition.

In a landmark decision, the
General Administration of
Customs of China (GACC)
has already granted access
to Pakistani boiled beef
to the Chinese market, he
said. “Donkey meat is an-
other important potential
and the protocol on Donkey
skin has almost been final-
ized by Pakistan. This is an-
other opportunity arising.
Similarly, donkey meat will
be allowed to China in the
next two to three months
approximately,” Qadir add-
ed. He further said that the
favorable climatic condi-
tions, an abundance of graz-
ing lands, and ample water
resources contribute to the
availability of high-quality
feed for livestock. With a
rising demand for meat,
both domestically and glob-
ally, Pakistan possesses a
vast potential to cater to
China s growing market.

Germany
reports jump in
unemployment

BERLIN: Unemployment
in Germany rose more
than expected in June due
to “difficult economic con-
ditions,” an official report
revealed this week.

The Federal Employment
Agency (BA) said the num-
ber of people out of work
jumped by 28,000 from the
previous month in seasonal-
ly adjusted terms. May saw
a 13,000 increase from the
previous month, the report
noted. Analysts polled by
Reuters had expected the
figure for June to rise by
13,000 as well. According
to the BA, unemployment
in the country usually de-
clines in the early summer.
On average, over the three
years before the corona-
virus pandemic, it fell by
28,000, or 1%, in June. This
year, however, all 16 feder-
al states in Germany have
seen a rise in unemploy-
ment rates compared to the
same month in 2022. “The
more difficult economic
conditions are now also
being felt in the labor mar-
ket,” Reuters quoted labor
office head Andrea Nahles.
“Unemployment is rising
and employment growth
is losing momentum,” she
added.—APP
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KYIV: Ukrainian officials
reported more civilian casu-
alties from Russian shelling
in the country’s east and
south on Saturday, as Span-
ish Prime Minister Pedro
Sdnchez began a visit to
Kyiv as a show of continu-
ing support from Madrid
and the European Union for
Ukraine’s fight to dislodge
invading Russian forces.

In an address to Ukraine’s
parliament that received
several standing ovations,
Sanchez said, “We’ll be with
you as long as it takes.”

“I am here to express the
firm determination of the
European (Union) and Eu-
rope against the illegal and
unjustified Russian aggres-
sion to Ukraine,” he said on
the day that Spain took over
the six-month rotating pres-
idency of the 27-nation EU.
At a later news conference
with President Volodymyr
Zelensky, Sanchez an-
nounced Spain would de-
liver more heavy weaponry
to Ukraine including four
Leopard tanks and armored
personnel carriers, as well
as a portable field hospital.
He also said Spain will pro-
vide an additional 55 million
euros to help with recon-
struction needs.

Elsewhere in Ukraine, re-
gional officials reported
that at least three civilians
were killed and 17 wound-
ed by Russian shelling on
Friday and overnight in the
front-line eastern Donetsk
region, where fierce battles
are raging, Donetsk Gov.
Pavlo Kyrylenko said.

Senate dy
chairman
suggests 9

new provinces

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Senate
Deputy Chairman Mirza
Mohammad Afridi has
suggested the formation
of nine new provinces,
one of which includes
Karachi. Afridi made the
recommendation in an
interview on Dawn News’
programme ‘Doosra
Rukh’, which will be aired
at 7pm today. Afridi, who
is himself from the tribal
districts, was elected to
Senate as an independ-
ent candidate in 2018. He
advocated for making Ka-
rachi, the erstwhile Fed-
erally Administered Trib-
al Areas (Fata) and the
Hazara district provinces
of their own as well as
Punjab and Balochistan
being divided into three
provinces each.

The Senate deputy chair-
man said: “Look at Ba-
lochistan, how vast its area
is. There should be three
provinces formed in Ba-
lochistan as well as three
separate ones in Punjab.”
He urged for Karachi to
be made an entirely sepa-
rate province, adding that:
“Fata should be made a
separate province and one
province should also be
formed for Hazara.” Afri-
di further said the more
provinces Pakistan has,
the better it will be.

4 France unrest appears to
be ebbing; over 700 held

President Emmanuel Macron postponed a state visit to Germany that
was due to begin on Sunday to handle the worst crisis for his leadership
since the “yellow vest” protests paralysed much of France in late 2018

Iran urges France 'to
end violent treatment'

TEHRAN: Iran called on the French government Sunday to "end the violent
treatment of its people" following a wave of rioting triggered by the police kill-
ing of a teenager. Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanani on Twitter also
urged Iranian citizens to "refrain from making unnecessary trips to France"
and told those already there to avoid "conflict areas", warning of the "inse-
cure and unpredictable situation". France has been rocked by a major wave of
violent street protests sparked by the fatal police shooting of a 17-year-old of
Algerian origin, identified only as Nahel M., in the Paris suburb of Nanterre
on Tuesday. The government has deployed tens of thousands of security forces
and made hundreds of arrests as rioters have ransacked shops and torched
buildings and vehicles in multiple cities. Kanani said "The French government
is expected to put an end to the violent treatment of its people by respecting
principles based on human dignity, freedom of speech and the right of citizens
to peaceful protests". The unrest in France has made headlines in newspapers
in the Islamic republic, which was hit last year by nationwide protests and

NEews DEsk

PARIS: France faced fifth night of rioting
over teenager’s killing by police, but inten-
sity of violence appears to be subsiding.
Young rioters clashed with police overnight
and targeted a mayor’s home with a burn-
ing car as France faced a fifth night of un-
rest sparked by the police killing of a teen-
ager of North African descent, but overall
violence appeared to lessen compared
with previous nights. Police had made
more than 700 arrests nationwide by early
Sunday after a mass security deployment
aimed at quelling France’s worst social up-
heaval in years. Tens of thousands of police
were deployed in cities across the country
on Saturday after the funeral of Nahel M.
President Emmanuel Macron postponed
a state visit to Germany that was due to
begin on Sunday to handle the worst crisis
for his leadership since the “yellow vest”
protests paralysed much of France in late
2018. er night thanks to the resolute action
of the security forces,” Interior Minister
Gerald Darmanin tweeted early on Sunday.
However, the mayor of Paris said rioters in
France rammed a car into the home of the
mayor of a town south of Paris.

Mayor Vinent Jeanbrun wrote on Twitter
that protesters “rammed a car” into his
home, before “setting a fire”. “My wife and
one of my children were injured,” he said.
Some 45,000 police were on the streets
with specialised elite units, armoured vehi-
cles and helicopters brought in to reinforce
its three largest cities, Paris, Lyon and Mar-
seille. As of1:45am (23:45 GMT, Saturday),
although the situation was calmer than the

launched a major crackdown on what authorities labelled "riots".

previous four nights, there was still some
tension in central Paris and sporadic clash-
es tookplace in the Mediterranean cities
of Marseille, Nice and the eastern city of
Strasbourg. The biggest flashpoint was in
Marseille where police fired tear gas and
fought street battles with youths around
the city centre late into the night.

In Paris, police increased security at the
city’s landmark Champs-Elysees Avenue
after a call on social media to gather there.
The street, usually packed with tourists,
was lined with security forces carrying out
spot checks. Shop facades were boarded up
to prevent potential damage and pillaging.
Police said 719 people were arrested na-

— APP

tionwide on the fifth night of rioting. The
interior ministry said 1,311 people had
been arrested on Friday night, compared
with 875 the previous night, although it de-
scribed the violence as “lower in intensity”.
Local authorities all over the country an-
nounced bans on demonstrations, ordered
public transport to stop running in the
evening and some imposed overnight cur-
fews. Rioters have torched 2,000 vehicles
since the start of the unrest. More than
200 police officers have been injured, Dar-
manin said on Saturday, adding that the av-
erage age of those arrested was 17.

More than 700 shops, supermarkets, res-
taurants and bank branches had been “ran-

sacked, looted and sometimes even burned
to the ground since Tuesday”, Finance Min-
ister Bruno Le Maire said.

Nahel, a 17-year-old son of Algerian and
Moroccan parents, was shot by a police of-
ficer during a traffic stop on Tuesday in the
Paris suburb of Nanterre. For the funeral,
several hundred people lined up to enter
Nanterre’s grand mosque. Volunteers in
yellow vests stood guard while a few dozen
bystanders watched from across the street.
The shooting of the teenager, caught on
video, has reignited longstanding com-
plaints by poor and racially mixed urban
communities of police violence and racism.
Nahel was known to police for previously
failing to comply with traffic stop orders
and was illegally driving a rental car, the
Nanterre prosecutor said on Thursday.
Macron has denied there is systemic rac-
ism in French law enforcement agencies.
Fifteen-year-old Dgibril, a French citi-
zen, told Al Jazeera in Paris that he was
searched twice on Saturday, apparently be-
cause of his skin colour.

“I was walking around the Champs-Elysee
with friends. As soon as we got here, we
got stopped and searched. We stayed, and
five minutes later, I got searched again,
and it just never stops,” he said. “They
are choosing who to search by the colour
of their skin. It's always the same people
being stopped.” Salah, a tourist from Alge-
ria, said his group was searched multiple
times too. “We are tourists, just walking
around. We don’t know why they picked
us, maybe because we look Arabs,” Salah
said. “They only stop Arabs and Blacks,
white people - they let them go.”

Russians reflect on
Wagner's advance
towards Moscow

NEews DESK

MOSCOW: A week on from the dramat-
ic mutiny by Wagner forces, residents in
Rostov-on-Don - the city the mercenary
troops seized - have been reflecting on
the events that rocked Russia. In just 24
hours, leader of the Wagner group, Yevge-
ny Prigozhin, staged an insurrection, send-
ing troops into the city of a million people
and further on towards Moscow.

Due to the current laws against criticising
the so-called "special military operation”
in Russia, the BBC has chosen to protect
the identities of the citizens who spoke to
us. One Rostov-on-Don local - who the BBC
is calling Vadim - described the moment he
spotted Wagner forces in the city.

"I had to leave my home that day just to
pop out and get something from the shop.
About ten or eleven, I saw these armed

people that had closed off the road. They
were checking cars, asking people for doc-
uments but passers-by were simply allowed
to carry on walking," he told the BBC
World Service's Weekend programme.
When Vadim got home, he started re-
ceiving calls from worried friends asking
him if he was okay. He decided to stay at
home for the rest of the day.

"If I am to speak of the feelings I experi-
enced that day, I suppose you could say
I was alarmed and perhaps even scared.
We knew that Prigozhin had planned to
do something and Wagner is known for
its crimes in various countries.

"The association that we have of Wagner
killing someone with a sledgehammer
caused me to be afraid," he added.
Vadim says the war in Ukraine has changed
the city completely. Its become more mili-
tarised and has a number of military hospi-
tals and wounded people.

Baltimore: two dead and 28
injured in mass casualty event

WEB DESK

BALTIMORE: Two people have been killed
and another 28 injured in the US city of Bal-
timore, police say. A spokesman said that
three people remained in a critical condi-
tion. The incident happened in the Brooklyn
Homes area in the south of the city in the
state of Maryland, where people had gath-
ered for an event called "Brooklyn Day". Fox
News reports that 20 to 30 shots were fired.
There are no details yet about the shooter.
All victims were adults. Nine of them were
transported by ambulance while 20 others
walked into area hospitals with injuries
from the shooting, Worley said.

An 18-year-old woman was found dead
at the scene and a 20-year-old man was
pronounced dead at a hospital shortly
after, police said. Hundreds of people
had gathered in the area for an event
called “Brooklyn Day”, a witness told
TV station Fox 45, adding that they had
heard 20 to 30 gunshots.

No arrests were made immediately after
the shooting. Worley said the police were
working to identify a suspect and deter-
mine a motive for the shooting. “This is
an extensive crime scene, our detectives
are going to be here quite a while,” Wor-
ley said. Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott,
speaking to reporters at the crime scene,
condemned the shooting.

President Arif Alvi shares
aﬁectlonata smile’ with MBS

1y
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RIYADH: President Arif Alvi on Saturday shared an all-
smile picture of him standing with Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince and Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman on the
microblogging website, Twitter, which reflects the close
bonds between Pakistan and the kingdom. Taking to his
official Twitter handle, the president shared a photo of him
sharing an affectional smile with the crown prince. Presi-
| dent Alvi said that such expressions are very symbolic of a
great relationship between the people of the two countries.
He, in the tweet, wrote: “Very symbolic of the great re-
lationship between the people of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. No better ex-
pression of the kinship than the beaming and affectionate
smile on the faces of two brothers.”

The president had been to KSA for performing Hajj.
According to Saudi Press Agency, on behalf of the Custodi-
an of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al
Saud, MBS, crown prince and prime minister, held an an-
nual ceremony the other day at the Royal Court, Mina Pal-
ace for the presidents, prime ministers, senior Islamic dig-
nitaries, guests of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques,
guests of government agencies, and heads of delegations
and offices of pilgrims affairs who performed Hajj this year.
At the outset of the ceremony, the crown prince greet-
ed King Abdullah Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah Shah of
Malaysia and other world leaders.

JI demands
Swedish envoy’s
expulsion

NazIr SiyAL

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami Karachi Emir
Hafiz Naeemur Rehman demanded the
expulsion of the Swedish ambassador over
desecration of the Holy Quran in Sweden.
Addressing a press conference in Kara-
chi, Hafiz Naeemur Rehman said that the
desecration of the Holy Quran in Sweden
was condemnable and the United Nations
should take up the matter at once.

He said Muslims treated people of all reli-
gions with respect. “Islam respects all oth-
er religions, no one can be forced into the
religion, there is nothing more for us than
the Holy Word,” he added.

The JI leader said that the government
should expel the ambassador of Sweden,
the West should know that the Holy Quran
is a holy book. “Our lives are here for our
Prophet and the Quran, the West should
notinsult, Jamaat-e-Islami condemns the
Sweden incident,” he said.

Israel
launches
missile
attacks on
Syria’s Homs

WEB DESK

HOMS: Israel has launched
air raids on Syria, aiming at
locations near the govern-
ment-held city of Homs, but
Syrian air defences downed
most of the missiles, ac-
cording to a state media
report. The SANA news
agency, quoting an army
statement early on Sunday,
said the missiles flew over
parts of Lebanon’s capital,
Beirut, before hitting loca-
tions in the vicinity of the
city of Homs. They resulted
only in material damage,
SANA said. A spokesman
for the Israeli military said
its fighter jets had launched
an attack on a Syrian air
defence battery from which
an anti-aircraft missile was
launched towards Israel.

The jets also attacked oth-
er targets in the area, said
Avichay Adraee. Earlier on
Saturday, Adraee said on
Twitter that the anti-aircraft
missile launched from Syri-
an territory towards Israel
had exploded in mid-air.
There were no casualties,
he said. Israel has in recent
months intensified attacks
on Syrian airports and air
bases to disrupt Iran’s in-
creasing use of aerial sup-
ply lines to deliver arms to
allies in Syria and Lebanon,
including Lebanon’s Hez-
bollah. The Israeli attacks
are part of an escalation of
what has been a years-long
low-intensity conflict with a
goal of slowing Iran’s grow-
ing entrenchment in Syria,
Israeli military experts say.

Israel to buy
new fleet of F-35
jets by US aid

TEL AVIV: Israel will buy its third fleet of F-35 stealth fighter jets
in a deal worth $3bn that will be financed through US military aid,

according to the Israeli military.

Israel’s Ministry of Defence approved the purchase on Sunday, with the
additional 25 aircraft manufactured by Lockheed Martin to bring the
number of F-35 jets in Israel’s air force to 75.

“This new agreement will ensure the continuation of cooperation be-
tween American companies and Israeli defence industries in the pro-

duction of aircraft parts,”

the ministry said in a statement.

Israel was the first country outside the United States to acquire the
F-35, and remains the only country in the Middle East to have the ad-

vanced weapon in its arsenal.

The United Arab Emirates has long sought to buy F-35 jets from the US,
but the Gulf nation’s ties to China have meant no deal has yet gone through.
The fighter jet is considered the world’s most advanced, capable of
gathering intelligence, striking deep into enemy territory and engaging
in air duels. It is also known as the Joint Strike Fighter and, in Israel,
by its Hebrew name Adir, or Mighty. In May 2018, Israel said it was the

first to use the F-35 in combat. - Agencies
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