Soon From LAHORE & KARACHI - www.islamabadpost.com.pk ISLAMABAD EDITION

OST

Price Rs. 25

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & Dl?hﬁeygency

[ Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Pakistan’s Credible Daily Newspaper

Alvi calls for equal
opportunity for all

‘KSA attempting | Yamal becomes
to control y =&l youngest LaLiga’s

ongoing clashes’ % goal scorer
%

political parties

Detailed News On Page-08 Detailed News On Page-08

Detailed News On Page-06

Revival of country's economy

SIFC initiatives
benefits must reach
all provinces: PM

The meeting was also briefed about the
repatriation of illegal foreigners, foreign
currency regularization measures

Bureau Report / DNA

QUETTA: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-HaqKakar
on Tuesday emphasised that the initiatives taken by Special
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) at the federal level
should have a trickle-down effect in each province for the
benefit of the people. The prime minister said this while at-
tending the meeting of the Provincial Apex Committee along
with Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed AsimMunir
and Caretaker Chief Minister of Balochistan Ali Mardan
Khan Domki. During the Apex Committee meeting, the fo-

ECP, political
parties set to
meet today

rum was briefed about the revised National Action Plan, law
enforcement operations, anti-smuggling and anti-narcotics

operations in Balochistan, security of foreign nationals em-
ployed on CPEC or non-CPEC private projects. The meeting
was also briefed about the repatriation of illegal foreigners,
foreign currency regularization measures, and progress
on SIFC initiatives in Balochistan. The prime minister ex-
pressed confidence in the progress made by the Balochistan
government and assured full support of the federal govern-
ment. During the session, Prime Minister Kakar emphasized
that the socio-economic development of Balochistan was im-
perative for ensuring peace and development of the province.
The COAS highlighted that the Pakistan Army would provide
full support in concert with the law enforcement agencies
and other government departments for enforcement actions
against spectrum of illegal activities with full force to deny
pilferage of resources and economic losses that the country
suffers due to these activities.
Balochistan was rich with mines and minerals and that devel-
opment in that sector would generate economic activity and

The prime minister said that

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

DNA

ISLAMABAD:Federal Min-

- ister for In-
formation
and Broad-
casting Mur-
taza Solangi
E on Tuesday
said the caretaker govern-
ment would ensure free,
transparent and impartial
elections in a peaceful and
conducive environment. In
a meeting with former Mem-
ber of Provincial Assembly,
former spokesperson of
Balochistan  Government
and senior politician Farah
Azim Shah, he said devel-
opment and welfare of Ba-
lochistan was a priority of
the caretaker government.

Bushra Bibi
moves THC

Kuavam ABBASI
ISLAMABAD: Bushra Bibi,

the former
first lady,
feared that
PTI chief

could be ‘poi-
soned’ in Adi-
ala Jail as she approached
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) again for immediate
hearing of her plea seeking
enhanced security for her
husband in prison. The for-
mer premier is currently in
Adiala Jail in cipher case.
According to details, Bushra
Bibi has again moved IHC
through her lawyer, Latif
Khosa for an immediate
hearing of her plea.
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MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) and various political parties are set to
meet at the ECP secretariat on Wednesday (today)
to discuss the draft code of conduct for the upcom-
ing general elections. According to an ECP official,
the Election Commission had previously held an
initial consultative session with political parties
to deliberate on various election-related issues.
In preparation for the upcoming meeting, the ECP
has provided political parties with an initial code
of conduct. This draft is expected to be an essen-
tial component in the final preparations for the
upcoming general elections. The ECP has already
distributed a preliminary code of conduct to polit-
ical parties, and this draft is anticipated to play a
crucial role in the final arrangements for the up-
coming general elections. The draft code of con-
duct highlights the significance of political parties,

Continued on Page 06

Human crisis in Palestine

UN terms complete Gaza
siege against int’] law

The siege risk seriously compounding the already

dire human rights and humanitarian situation in
Gaza, including the capacity of medical facilities

News DEsk

NEW YORK: Amid unabated strikes on Pal-
estinians, the United Nation’s human rights
commissioner said Israel “s total siege of the
Gaza Strip, depriving civilians of goods es-
sential for survival, is banned under interna-
tional law. The statement comes a day after
Israel imposed a complete blockade on the
Gaza Strip including a ban on electricity, wa-
ter, food, and fuel, and called up an unprec-
edented 300,000 reservists, raising fears it
planned a ground assault. Volker Turk, the
UN high commissioner for human rights,
said people “s dignity and lives had to be re-
spected as he called for all sides to defuse
the “explosive powder-keg situation”. “Inter-
national humanitarian law is clear: the obli-
gation to take constant care to spare the ci-
vilian population and civilian objects remains
applicable throughout the attacks,” Turk
said in a statement. The siege risk seriously

Continued on Page 06

Russia faces
a tough fight

for UNHRC

DNA

NEW YORK: ussia faces a tough fight to
regain a seat in the U.N.’s premiere hu-
man rights body in Tuesday’s election
in the General Assembly, which voted
last year to suspend Moscow after its
invasion of Ukraine. The 193-member
assembly will be electing 15 members
to the Geneva-based Human Rights
Council, with candidates put forward
by the U.N.s five regional groups.
Russia is competing against Albania
and Bulgaria for two seats allotted to

Continued on Page 06

QUETTA: A meeting of caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar and caretaker
Chief Minister Balochistan Sardar Ali Mardan Khan Domki in Quetta. —- DNA

France to hold
education tour
in Lahore,
Karachi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: France is to
organise the 2nd edition of
“Choose France Pakistan -
Education Tour” in Lahore
on October 17 and Karachi
on October 19 Following the
success of the First edition
in Lahore and Islamabad, the
“Choose France Pakistan -
Education Tour” is back in
2023 to explore Lahore and
Karachi. The programme
includes wide range of fields
such as management, engi-
neering, humanities, finance,
business and sciences.

Eleven top-notch French
universities are part of the
delegation, such as Sciences
Po Paris, Centrale Nantes
and EDHEC. “Choose
France Pakistan - Education
Tour” is a government initia-
tive from France, organised
by the French Embassy in

Continued on Page 06

WB asks to
tax agri, real
estate sector

WB is also expecting
its EB to green
light $350 million
for Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The World
Bank has asked Pakistan to
tax the agricultural and real
estate sectors and recom-
mended the merging of sal-
aried and non-salaried class
thresholds for a progres-
sive Personal Income Tax
(PIT), reported a Pakistani
newspaper. The lender has
projected that if agriculture
income and properties tax
is enforced properly then
it could fetch 3% of GDP
in the tax collection on

Continued on Page 06

Rizwan’s 100 knock does it for Pakistan; highest
ever run chase in any world cup match

SporTSs DESK

HYDERABAD: Pakistan
roared to a second succes-
sive win at the World Cup &
as they beat Sri Lanka by
six wickets in Hyderabad on
Tuesday, with Mohammad Ri-
zwan and Abdullah Shafique
starring impressing with the
bat. The Green Shirts also
created history by chasing
down 345 against Sri Lanka,

overtaking Ireland to claim the record of the highest-ev-
er run chase in the history of ODI World Cups.

Sri Lanka: Pathum Nissanka, Kusal Perera, Kusal Mendis
(wk), Sadeera Samarawickrama, Charith Asalanka, Dhanan-
jaya de Silva, Dasun Shanaka (c), Dunith Wellalage, Maheesh
Theekshana, Matheesha Pathirana, Dilshan Madushanka
Pakistan: Abdullah Shafique, Imam-ul-Haq, Babar
Azam (c), Mohammad Rizwan (wk), Saud Shakeel,

Continued on Page 06

Indian embassy starts
visa process for
Pakistani journalists

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a major development, the Indian
embassy has finally started processing visas for Paki-
stani journalists to travel to the neighbouring country
to attend the ongoing International Cricket Council’s
(ICC) Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023. The embassy
on Tuesday started contacting the journalists will-
ing to cover the showpiece event underway in India,
and directed them to submit their passports at the
earliest. The much-awaited development came a day
after the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) once again
expressed dismay over the delay in the issuance of In-
dian visas for Pakistani fans and journalists despite

Continued on Page 06

Practice and Procedure Act

SC law interfered in
court’s independence,
observes Justice ljaz

CJP Justice Isa says we should not
doubt intention of the Parliament

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan of the
Supreme Court on Tuesday remarked that
an attempt was made to interfere in the in-
dependence of the apex court by enacting
the Supreme Court (Practice and Proce-
dure) Act 2023. The observation from the
top court judge came during the hearing
of pleas challenging the SC law seeking
to regulate the discretionary powers of
the country’s chief judge. Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) QaziFaez Isa-led full-court
bench consisting of all 15 judges of the Su-
preme Court including Justice Sardar Tariq
Masood, Justice IjazUl Ahsan, Justice Syed
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice Aminuddin
Khan, Justice SayyedMazahar Ali Akbar
Naqvi, Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhel,
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, Justice
Ayesha A. Malik, Justice Athar Minallah,

Continued on Page 06

Fazl warns of
street protests
If rights violated

StarFF REPORT

MULTAN: Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the
chief of the Jamiat Ulema Islam-Fazl
group (JUI-F) asserted that the par-
ty would not hesitate to take to the
streets if its rights were violated. He
delivered this stern warning during a
JUI-F Workers’ Convention in Multan
on Tuesday. He expressed deep pride in
the party’s ideology, its historical lega-
cy, and the unwavering commitment of
its workers, claiming that these attrib-
utes set JUI-F apart from other parties.

Continued on Page 06
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Nippon foundation
donates books to
Gandhara University

The Read Japan Project was initiated by The Nippon
Foundation in 2008 to promote the understanding of
Japan through the donation of Japan related books in
English to universities and libraries around the world

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of Japan
in collaboration with
The Nippon Foundation, has donat-
ed a collection of 55 books on Japan
to Gandhara University Peshawar as
part of the “Read Japan Project” aim-
ing to promote further understand-
ing of Japan and its culture through
books. H.E. Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro,
the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan,
presented the books to Mrs. Roee-
da Kabir, Chairperson of Gandhara
University, at a ceremony held on
Tuesday October 10. The 55 careful-

in Pakistan,

ly selected books in English language
cover a range of topics related to Ja-
pan such as politics, economy, securi-
ty, philosophy, art and culture.
Ambassador congratulated the stu-
dents and teachers for receiving this
valuable gift from the Nippon Founda-
tion and expressed the hope that with
these books, students will have more
fascinating information on Japan. “I
also hope that the students as well as
the faculty members would continue
to explore new ways of learning more
about the Japanese culture. On our
side, we would provide our coopera-
tion to facilitate this endeavor espe-
cially at a time when we have celebrat-

world.

o

ed 70 years of diplomatic relations last
year and will celebrate the 70 years of
Japanese ODA support for Pakistan
next year. Young people are the future
of the country. It is my desire that
more and more future generations
of Japan and Pakistan will get to
know each other, and cooperate in
order to make our countries bet-
ter.” said Ambassador Wada. The
Read Japan Project was initiated
by The Nippon Foundation in 2008
to promote the understanding of
Japan through the donation of Ja-
pan related books in English to
universities and libraries around the

PESHAWAR : The Depart-
ment of Sociology, Uni-
versity of Peshawar (UoP)
observed World Mental
Health Day by organizing a
one-day awareness seminar
here on Tuesday.

The purpose of the event
was to enlighten the stu-
dents and other circles
about mental diseases, their
nature and importance.
Besides, Dr. Johar Shah,
Dean Social Sciences, Dr.
Zohaib Khan of the Khy-
ber Medical University, Dr.
Abdul Jalil Khan Associate
Professor Khyber Medical
University and Dr. Noor
Sanauddin University of
Peshawar, a large number
of students and people from
other circles also attended
the seminar.

Addressing the participants
of the seminar, Dean of So-
cial Sciences Dr. Johar Shah
said that the trend of stu-
dent suicide in Pakistan is
increasing day by day, while
according to the report of
the World Health Organiza-
tion, more than 15,000 peo-
ple commit suicide every
year and 25% of them are
young people. He further
said that despite the fact
that the religion has de-
clared this act as haram,
but people suffering from
mental illness still adopt
this path. About the trend
of suicide among students,
he said that most of the
students have to face pres-
sure from their parents
to get good grades, and
choosing a career of their
choice gets them men-
tally tired to take such
extreme steps of taking
their own life. He urged
the students to always
share the pressure exert-
ed on them in the circles
of their friends and avoid
taking pressure.—APP

Cheques distribution
ceremony held at SMBBMU

She also said that it 1s service and
worship, the field of nursing is of great

importance in the world,

LARKANA : The scholarship
cheques distribution ceremo-
ny was organized on Tuesday
by the Federal Education
Department at Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
Medical University, Arija
Campus, Larkana.

General Manager Hajira So-
hail, Assistant Manager Ab-
dul Majeed Shaikh, Mazhar
Ali Malik, Sohail Ahmad
Shaikh distributed cheques
among the students of Be-
nazir College of Nursing
along with other colleges of
nursing such as Dera Murad
Jamali Balouchistan, Ghotki,
Khairpur, Gumbat, Nawab-
shah. A total of 60 female and
male students of the colleges
received the scholarship

cheques on behalf of Fed-
eral Minister of Education
Madad Ali Sindhi, cheques
worth two hundred and sixty
thousand were distributed
among the nursing students
of the said colleges.

On this occasion, Vice-Chan-
cellor SMBBMU Larka-
na Prof. Dr. Nusrat Shah
thanked the Federal Educa-
tion Department and espe-
cially the supervising Fed-
eral Minister for Education
Madad Ali Sindhi and the
officials.

She said that the field of
nursing is the most impor-
tant and noble field in the
medical field. She also said
that it is service and worship,
the field of nursing is of great

she added

importance in the world, she
added.

Professor Shah said that
without nursing, doctors are
incomplete and hospitals are
incomplete.

The Vice-Chancellor con-
gratulated Principal Nursing
College Prof. Ghulam Abbas
Phanwar for organizing the
successful program.

On the occasion, cultural
gifts were presented to the
guests.

Dean Prof. Qararo Shah,
Registrar Prof. Safdar Ali
Shaikh, Director Jibran Za-
far, Director Altmish Sheraz
,Abdul Samad Bhatti, faculty,
officers and students attend-
ed the ceremony in large
numbers.

ISLAMABAD: A large number of th
Faiz station as due to the high rates of public transport, a large number of people attracts to
government subsidized prices transportation. —-ONLINE

Solangi lauds
Pakistan
Sweet Home’s
services for
orphans &
needy children

DNA

ISLAMABAD, Oct 10 (AP-
P):Caretaker Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Murtaza Solangi on
Tuesday lauded the remark-
able services rendered by
Pakistan Sweet Home and
its Patron in Chief Zamarud
Khan for the welfare of or-
phans and needy children.

The minister, in a meeting
with Zamarud Khan, ac-
knowledged Pakistan Sweet
Home’s role in providing
protection, quality educa-
tion, and effective grooming
to marginalized segments

of society.
Solangi said the children
who received education

from the organization had
excelled in every aspect of
life. Zamarud Khan, while
expressing his gratitude,
said Pakistan Sweet Home
had successfully achieved
its objectives by imparting
modern education to the
children under its care.

No space in
department
for negligent
officers,
personnel

KARACHI : Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Sindh
Riffat Mukhtar Raja on
Tuesday said there was no
space for the negligent of-
ficers in the department.
Chairing a high level
meeting/video conference
at the Central Police Of-
fice CPO), he reviewed in
detail the records of the
fugitives and proclaimed
offenders and issued nec-
essary instructions. The
IGP ordered to speed up
the ongoing crackdown
against the absconders
and proclaimed offend-
ers.—APP

by Rany

ISLAMABAD : Caretaker Federal Minister for Railways, Communications & Maritime Affairs,

Shahid Ashraf Tarar chairing a meeting at Ministry of Railways in Islamabad.—APP

Minister reviews progress of GPEC projects in Gwadar

Sami Saeed asked the relevant ministry and provincial governments
to further beef up the security to avoid any untoward incidents

ISLAMABAD  :Caretaker
Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special In-
itiatives Muhammad Sami
Saeed on Tuesday reviewed
progress on China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
projects being carried out
in Gwadar, directing the
ministries and divisions
concerned to further accel-
erate the work-pace.

The minister gave these
directives while chairing a
meeting to review the pro-
gress over CPEC projects
in Gwadar, a news release

said. The meeting was at-
tended by the Secretary
Planning Ministry, Secre-
tary Ministry of Maritime
Affairs, Chief Economist,
Chairman Gwadar Port
Authority, Director Gen-
eral Gwadar Development
Authority and other rep-
resentatives from various
ministries. The represent-
atives of various ministries
and divisions gave a de-
tailed briefing over the im-
plementation status of their
respective projects in Gwa-
dar. All major projects

under CPEC in Gwadar,
including Gwadar Power
Plant, Distribution of 2000
Boat engines to fishermen
of Gwadar, Khuzdar-Pan-
jgur Transmission line
(via Nag-Basima) which
connect Markran with Na-
tional Grid, New Gwadar
International Airport Pro-
ject, the China-Pak Friend-
ship Hospital, China-Pak
Technical and Vocational
Institute in Gwadar, the
Gwadar East-bay Express-
way Project, Gwadar Free
Zone & Gwadar Port

would become a shining
pearl in the region.

The Planning minister
said the interim govern-
ment was committed to
implement the CPEC pro-
jects.

In the recent budget the
allocation for Balochistan
has been doubled which
indicated the federal gov-
ernment is committed to
uplift the province. Sev-
eral projects had been
completed in Balochistan
related to the education,
health, social sectors

to facilitate the people
of Balochistan, said the
minister while reiterating
that the government would
continue its efforts to uplift
the province. During the
meeting, officials from the
interior ministry gave a
detailed briefing over the
security of Chinese work-
ing in Pakistan.

Sami Saeed asked the
relevant ministry and
provincial governments
to further beef up the se-
curity to avoid any unto-
ward incidents.

Naqgvi rejects summary for
Rs15 hike in metro bus fare

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Taking
people’s friendly step,
Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi on Tuesday
rejected the summary for
Rs15 increase in the fare
of metro and speedo bus-
es. In this connection, a
summary was presented
at a meeting of the Punjab
Mass Transit Authority.
But the chief minister said
there was a need to find
innovative ways to gener-
ate revenue. The meeting
also approved the start of
electric bus service from
Lahore Railway Station to
Green Town.

The meeting was told that
under the pilot project,
funded by the World

Bank, 27 electric buses
would ply on the route.
In their quest to meet
the deadlines set by Pun-
jab Chief Minister (CM)

Mohsin Naqvi for the
completion of different
development projects,

the contractors have so
far placed 24 garders, out
of total 66, at the Akbar
Chowk flyover. A record
was set by placing Punjab’s
heaviest garder, weighing
300 tonnes, at the flyover.
Under the project, con-
struction of the flyover
connecting Peco Road to
canal will be completed
soon. Special cranes were
purchased from Japan to
lift garders for their place-
ment. Furthermore, out
of 10 U-turns, part of the
project, eight have been

completed. Signboards
have been installed while
marking of lanes has also
begun. The CM had or-
dered the completion of
the project towards the
end of this month.

As part of the mission to
improve the quality of
medical labs in the prov-
ince, Punjab Chief Minis-
ter (CM) Mohsin Nagqvi,
accompanied by his health
team, visited Chughtai
Lab early Tuesday morn-
ing. Chief Executive Of-
ficer (CEO) Dr. Umar
Chughtai received the CM
and members of his team
on arrival.

The chief minister went
round different sections
of the lab and viewed the
facilities being provided
there.

KP offers vast investment
opportunities for economic growth

Dr. Amir Abdullah expressed his hope that
the provincial government would make every
possible effort to provide necessary facilities and
cooperation to entrepreneurs

PESHAWAR : The Caretak-
er Minister for Industries,
Commerce, Technical Ed-
ucation, Dr. Amir Abdullah
on Monday said that Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has sub-
stantial investment poten-
tial in various sectors for
economic growth.

Addressing business in-
dividuals and investors in
small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) at an event
organized by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Board
of Investment and Trade
(BOIT) in collaboration
with the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP), he emphasized
the importance of creating
a conducive environment

A
oy

%@E
IATA

Oun Services

® Packing
® Skinpig

8 Dreighl Forwarding
& Lond, Sea & Air Freight
@ Custom Clecrance

@ Relocalions
& Office Remouls

® Dine Al Jﬁ«:ﬂi@;

® /et Relocation
& Werchousing
® Siorage

and providing facilities to
entrepreneurs and inves-
tors in the province.

He that private investment
and business ventures play a
pivotal role in the economic
development of any coun-
try. He said that historically,
countries that focused on fa-
cilitating private businesses
and providing them with op-
portunities and ease of doing
business have made signifi-
cant progress and successful-
ly lifted their populations out
of poverty. He underlined the
necessity of encouraging and
supporting businesses in the
province, especially those in
the small and medium en-
terprise sector to stimulate
economic growth.

The mission of the KP Board
of Investment is to promote
investment and open up op-
portunities for investment in
various sectors of the prov-
ince, a crucial step toward its
economic development.

Dr. Amir Abdullah expressed
his hope that the provincial
government would make
every possible effort to pro-
vide necessary facilities and
cooperation to entrepre-
neurs and business individ-
uals. He urged the partici-
pants to take advantage of
this platform to exchange
valuable ideas and collab-
orate in exploring new av-
enues for investment and
business growth within the
province.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation
Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day
Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmenistan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech Republic
National Day
Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day

Hotels &
_Restaurants

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
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Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

»
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092

»
1 =

Hospltals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH......cceveeverenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09

Shifa International 4603666

A
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Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA.....coeevvennes 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

CCI and IBECHS to establish
expo centre in Islamabad

He was optimistic that the expo center would open up many new
avenues for promotion of busmess 1nvestment and exports

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Intelligence
Bureau Employee’s Cooperative
Housing Society (Gulberg Green)
hosted a dinner reception in hon-
or of the delegation of Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI). Both sides held
fruitful discussions to move for-
ward for the establishment of
a state-of-the-art Expo Centre
in the federal capital with joint
efforts.

Speaking on the occasion,
Tariq Mehmood, President, In-
telligence Bureau Employee’s
Cooperative Housing Society
said expo centers play impor-
tant role in promoting exports
and attracting investment and
said that the Expo Center as a
joint venture of Gulberg Green
and ICCI in the Federal Capi-
tal would provide permanent
exhibition facilities to encour-
age buyer-seller interaction and
promoting trade and exports.
He asserted that this project of
national importance would go a
long way in improving the econ-
omy. He said that Expo Centre
would make the federal capital a
hub of business and investment
activities and stressed the value
addition of products to boost ex-
ports and revive the economy.
He said that Gulberg Green is

=
--._‘%;

situated at an ideal location and
many new development projects
would be completed here. He
was optimistic that the expo
center would open up many new
avenues for promotion of busi-
ness, investment and exports.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry said that
the partnership between ICCI
and Gulberg Green for the Expo
Centre is a step in the right
direction to improve the econ-

omy as this permanent facility
would showcase the exportable
products of Pakistan and boost
exports. He said that many coun-
tries including China and Turkey
have increased their exports
and tourism by organizing expos
and hoped that this expo center
would also help enhance exports
and tourism in Pakistan. He said
that Pakistan has great potential
to boost exports and expressed
hope that the expo center would
contribute positively towards

achieving this goal.

He said that ICCI has been mak-
ing efforts since long for the
establishment of a new indus-
trial estate in the region and it
is ready to work with Gulberg
Green for materialization of
this important project. He said
that ICCI would also like to set
up JVs with Gulberg Green for
many other projects including
industrial estate, hospital, uni-
versity, and college.

Faad Waheed Senior Vice Presi-

dent, Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar
Vice President ICCI, Khalid Igbal
Malik Group Leader, Zafar Bakht-
awari, Khalid Javed, Tariq Sadiq,
Mian Akram Farid, Sardar Rashid
Ilyas Khan, Mian Shaukat Masud,
Muhammad Ejaz Abbasi, Sardar
Tahir, Ameer Hamza, Magsood
Tabish, Ch. Javed Igbal, Dr. Mu-
hammad Usman, Ch. Muham-
mad Ali, Hamayun Kabir, Saif ur
Rehman Khan, Faizan Shehzad,
Khalid Chaudhry and others were
in the ICCI delegation.

Pakistan committed to polio

eradication says Health Minister

President Global Development Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Christopher J. Elias calls on Federal Minister for National Health

Services, Regulations and Coordination Dr. Nadeem

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  President
Global Development Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
Christopher J. Elias called
on Federal Minister for
National Health Services,
Regulations and Coordina-
tion Dr. Nadeem Jan on the
sidelines of 70th Session of
the WHO’s Regional Com-
mittee in Cairo.

Deputy Director BMGF
Michael Galway, and Direc-
tor Pak-Afghan hub Hamid
Jaffery were also present in
the meeting. Dr. Nadeem
Jan reiterated that Pakistan
has applied whole of gov-
ernance’ approach towards
polio eradication. He in-
formed that the Prime Min-
ister in recent Task Force
meeting has issued stern

directives on addressing
the boycott and ensuring
safe environment for the
polio workers in high risk
zones. He mentioned that
communication strategy is
being revamped to address
the chronic issue of persis-
tent refusal and fake finger-
marking. He also informed
about the establishment of
localised operational hub
for stopping the wild po-
liovirus circulation in high
risk zones, particularly
South Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. He informed that the
Prime Minister and the en-
tire government’s civil and
military machinery have
shown utmost dedication
and commitment for mak-
ing Pakistan polio free.

Mr. Christopher ]. Elias
said that Pakistan has made
considerable performance

towards eradication of po-
lio. Discussing about the
work of National Task Force
on polio eradication, the
Federal Minister said that
the authorities are taking
strategic direction with
strong decisions in deal-
ing with poliovirus. Re-
newed outreach has start-
ed in the wake of YB3A
strain from Afghanistan,
and the scope of health
camps will be expanded
in high risk zones, the
Federal Minister added. It
was stressed to enhance
access of polio workers,
improve performance
management & account-
ability, and implementing
a robust communication
strategy. Mr. Christopher
J. Elias requested for re-
convening the meeting of
National Task Force on

Polio Eradication in Octo-
ber to streamline strategy
implementation. Federal
Minister Dr. Nadeem Jan
informed that Pakistan
is gearing up for HPV
anti-cancer vaccine in
March 2024. Chris Elias
extended his appreciation
for spade work on the vac-
cine and congratulated
the Federal Minister for
taking this initiative. The
Fedral Minister informed
that Pakistan will be launch-
ing Hepatitis C elimination
Program soon. The Feder-
al Minister said that Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation
leadership has been invited
for participation in Global
Health Security Summit in
Islamabad. Both the sides
agreed on joint efforts for
eradication of polio from
Pakistan.

20 to 45.

POWERCHINA unveils
job opportunities for
locals at DBDP

ISLAMABAD: In a remarkable display of commitment to
the local community, POWERCHINA, the contractor of the
Diamer Basha Dam Project (DBDP), has announced the cre-
ation of 122 new job opportunities right at the DBDP site.
This latest development not only underscores POWERCHI-
NA’s dedication to the project but also promises to bolster
employment prospects for the local population, Gwadar Pro
reported on Tuesday. In a recent statement issued on Mon-
day evening, POWERCHINA expressed a strong interest in
recruiting a talented team of professionals. Specifically, they
are on the lookout for 30 skilled carpenters, 20 proficient
welders, 21 experienced masons, 25 dedicated laborers, 15
adept drillers, nine skilled electricians, and two capable driv-
ers to join their ranks. This commitment to bolstering the
project with a diverse set of skills is set to create a dynamic
and thriving work environment. For the majority of these
roles, POWERCHINA is seeking seasoned construction pro-
fessionals who are ready for long-term commitment. When
it comes to drivers, a minimum of three years of experience
is an absolute requirement. As for the laborers, robust phys-
ical health is essential, and they should be well-prepared for
manual labor tasks and should fall within the age range of
n May 2023, POWERCHINA demonstrated its
commitment to nurturing local talent by extending perma-
nent job offers to five promising local engineers who had not
only completed but excelled during their internships at the
DBDP site. In April 2023, POWERCHINA created 190 job
opportunities at DBDP for the local communities. Similarly,
in December 2022, POWERCHINA took another significant
step by offering jobs to 208 skilled and technical profession-
als directly at the project sites.—DNA

Barjees criticizes
alleged ‘revenge’

BISP conducts E-Katchehri
to address ¢ concerns

against Nawaz

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister Muhammad Nawaz
Sharif, often regarded as a symbol of Pakistan’s prosperi-
ty, endured unjust punishment for alleged wrongdoings he
did not commit as actions taken against Nawaz Sharif were
motivated by a sense of revenge, former minister Barjees
Tahir said on Tuesday. Addressing a press conference, he
stated that extending a warm welcome to Nawaz Sharif rep-
resents an acknowledgment of Pakistan’s journey towards
progress and prosperity, recognizing the substantial sacri-
fices he has made for the nation’s advancement. Flanked by
former Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir Raja Farooq Haid-
er, Shah Ghulam Qadir and several Kashmiri leaders at the
National Press Club, Barjees declared that Nawaz Sharif
would receive an enthusiastic welcome. He mentioned that
the leadership of Azad Kashmir had demonstrated resil-
ience during challenging times since 2021. He also noted
that the ongoing preparations within Azad Kashmir for
Nawaz’s welcome were highly commendable.

He stated that Nawaz Sharif granted authority to the peo-
ple of Azad Kashmir and it was heartening to see the pas-
sion and enthusiasm among them to welcome him.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Benazir In-
come Support Programme
(BISP) on Tuesday held an
E-Katchehri to engage with
the existing and intending
beneficiaries to listen to
and resolve their complaints
in realtime. During the
E-Katchehri, Secretary BISP,
Amer Ali Ahmad listened to
the issues being faced by the
beneficiaries especially relat-
ed to those whose cards have
been blocked and those who
want to get registered for the
programme. The beneficiar-
ies who were unable to get
their payments raised their
concerns through this online
platform which was respond-
ed to by the officials by as-
suring them to redress their
grievance on an urgent basis.

The E-Kachehri witnessed
an overwhelming response
from beneficiaries across the
country who were eagerly
waiting to get the answers
to their queries on the spot.
During the E-Katchehri, the
majority of the complaints
were promptly checked and
rectified on the spot, show-
casing the programme’s com-
mitment to efficient service
delivery. For the remaining
grievances, Secretary BISP
directed the relevant author-
ities to ensure their resolu-
tion in a minimum time. The
meeting was attended by all
provincial Director Generals.
All provincial DGs briefed
the secretary BISP about
steps taken to resolve re-
maining complaints. BISP is

also disbursing the quarterly
tranche (July-September) of
Benazir Kafaalat cash assis-
tance to beneficiaries across
the country. The payment
of Rs. 9000 per household
is being disbursed among
around nine million registered
beneficiary ~ families. The
beneficiaries, in case of any
complaint, can approach the
nearest BISP Tehsil offices or
call the tollfree helpline num-
ber 080026477 of the BISP.
The special control room has
been activated in the BISP
headquarters to address the
complaints of the beneficiaries
promptly. However, the benefi-
ciaries can also contact them
on WhatsApp numbers includ-
ing 0320-3263026 (Sindh),
0320-3263041 (9Punjab),

03255365469 (Balochistan),
03255365469 (Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa), Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, and Gilgit Baltistan.
The messages from the Bena-
zir Income Support Program
are sent only from 8171, and
messages from any other
number should not be trusted.
Secretary of BISP, Amer Ali
Ahmed, has earlier announced
that the performance of differ-
ent regions and zones will be
assessed based on the num-
ber of complaints addressed
by the officials to make the
program more transparent
and effective. BISP manage-
ment is also taking immedi-
ate action against the agents
responsible for deductions
in a swift response to these
matters.—DNA

President for greater collaborations to
improve recovery of missing children

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi has called for greater collab-
orations among the civil society,
non-governmental organizations
(NGOs), and national and provin-
cial government departments to
raise awareness about the issue
of abducted and missing children.
He said that steps should be taken
to ensure the implementation of
Zainab Alert Response & Recov-
ery Act (ZARRA) 2020 through-
out the country to protect and

safeguard our children.

The President expressed these
views while chairing a meeting
regarding the implementation
of Zainab Alert Response & Re-
covery Act (ZARRA) 2020, at Ai-
wan-e-Sadr, today. The meeting
was attended by Secretary Min-
istry of Human Rights, Mr Allah
Dino Khowaja, Director General
ZARRA, representatives of differ-
ent NGOs working for children’s
rights, and senior government
officials. During the meeting, the
President emphasised the need

for awareness at the grassroots
levels about the ZARRA Act and
responsibility of police officials
to ensure timely registration of
complaints and FIRs about the
missing children. He also called
for raising awareness about the
ZARRA helpline “1099” among
the people to timely register
complaints. The President said
that response time of the local
police to missing children’s com-
plaints should be improved and
they should take prompt action
to find missing children as the
first 24 hours after a child’s

disappearance were critical for
their recovery.

He also called for increasing
cooperation among the civil
society and government depart-
ments to protect and recover
missing children, besides pro-
viding psycho-social counselling
to affected children and their
families. During the meeting,
the President highlighted the
need for further improving the
implementation of ZARRA Act
by identifying gaps and short-
comings in its implementation
at the provincial and district lev-

els. He said that after taking in-
put and advice from civil society
and NGOs, corrective measures
should be taken to bring about im-
provements. The President stated
that ZARRA’s coverage should be
extended to the entire country by
allocating adequate resources and
creating awareness among the
people.

He also called for ensuring better
management of alerts and com-
plaints about missing children on
1099 helpline, PM Citizen Portal
and ZARRA app by ensuring 24/7
service to the complainants.

RAWALPINDI: In an oper-
ation against criminal ele-
ments, Rawalpindi Police
here on Tuesday arrested
two street criminals and
robbers and recovered Rs
27,700 cash, weapons and
other items from their pos-
session.  According to a
police spokesman, Sadiga-
bad police arrested two
members of a gang namely
Abdullah and Ahmed Igbal,
wanted in various cases.
Police recovered Rs 27,700
cash, weapons and other
items from their posses-
sion.  Superintendent of
Police, Rawal Faisal Saleem
appreciated the police team
and directed to accelerate
operations against street
criminals and other law-
breakers.—APP

28 more
dengue cases

surface
in RWP

RAWALPINDI: As many as
28 more dengue cases were
reported in Rawalpindi dur-
ing the last 24 hours, rais-
ing the tally of confirmed
cases to 1,654 in the dis-
trict.  District Coordina-
tor Epidemics Prevention
and Control (DCEPC), Dr
Sajjad Mehmood, Tuesday
said that, among the new
cases,10 of each case had
arrived from Potohar town
urban and Municipal Cor-
poration Rawalpindi area,
three each from Chaklala
Cantonment and Potohar
rural while two were report-
ed from outside the district.
He added that presently
95 patients were admit-
ted to district hospitals of
which 74 were confirmed
cases while 1,580 were dis-
charged after treatment.
Dr Sajjad informed that the
district administration had
registered 35 FIRs, issued
tickets to eight, sealed two
premises, and a fine of Rs
67,500 was imposed against
the violations of dengue
SOPs during the last 24
hours. During indoor sur-
veillance, in the last 24
hours, the teams checked
9,863 houses and found
larvae in 419 homes. Sim-
ilarly, he added that while
checking 3,378 places, the
teams found larvae at 23
sites during outdoor sur-
veillance.—DNA

World
Space Week

concludes

ISLAMABAD: The World
Space Week celebrations
concluded on Tuesday in
Pakistan, like across the
globe, after conducting var-
ious exhilarating activities
to provide an opportunity
for young students and
the general public to learn
about the benefits of space
technology and its applica-
tions. The space-related or-
ganizations and education
institutions in the federal
capital, like other cities,
arranged different compe-
titions, seminars and con-
ferences on the importance
of space technology in the
current era. The United
Nations General Assembly
has declared October 4-10
as World Space Week to ed-
ucate young students and
the general public about the
bounties of space technolo-
gy and its applications.

The UN General Assembly
selected October 4 to com-
memorate the launch of the
first human-made Earth sat-
ellite, Sputnik 1, on Octo-
ber 4, 1957, and the signing
of the Treaty on Principles
Governing the Activities of
States in the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space on October 10, 1967.
World Space Week Associa-
tion (www.worldspaceweek.
org), a non-government,
non-profit international or-
ganization, coordinates this
celebratory week worldwide
through National Coordina-
tors appointed in each coun-
try. In Pakistan, the event is
coordinated by the country’s
national coordinator, the Sec-
retary of the National Space
Agency of Pakistan, SUPAR-
CO, through the Space Edu-
cation and Awareness Drive
(SEAD). The week is cele-
brated around the globe in
more than 96 countries with
8000+ participants world-
wide, organized by different
space agencies, aerospace
companies, schools, plane-
taria, museums, and astron-
omy clubs, all synchronized
for effectual public aware-
ness.—APP
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Nations Expo
2023 setto
showcase
brilliance

ISLAMABAD: The upcom-
ing Nations Expo, and Con-
ference 2023, scheduled to
take place at the illustri-
ous Pak China Friendship
Center in Islamabad from
Friday to Sunday (October
13th to 15th), is poised to
be a resounding success.
The Expo is also expected
to draw the attention of
numerous embassies, with
diplomats and dignitaries
from various countries ea-
ger to witness Pakistan’s
multifaceted capabilities.
The event is expected to
feature an impressive line-
up of speakers and partici-
pants, including renowned
figures such as Ammar
Jaffri (Former Additional
Director General FIA), Sha-
hid Raza (Strategic Com-
munications Expert STZA),
and Dr. Safdar Sohail (for-
mer Special Secretary to
Cabinet Division), all of
whom will contribute to a
remarkable display of Paki-
stan’s achievements across
various domains.

Organized by Eleven Pro-
ductions and Option2 Solu-
tions, the Expo is expected
to exemplify Pakistan’s pro-
gress and its commitment
to global partnerships. It
will highlight the nation’s
potential while promoting
unity and collaboration.
The event is expected to
receive an auspicious start
with an inaugural ceremony
attended by distinguished
ministers and esteemed
speakers like Hisham Sar-
war, Babar Zahoor, and Dr.
Safdar Sohail. The event
will also be visited by the
President of Pakistan, fur-
ther underscoring its sig-
nificance on the national
stage.—APP

IRSA releases
119,800

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Tuesday released
119,800 cusecs water from
various rim stations with
inflow of 73,400 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level
in River Indus at Tarbela
Dam was 1529.85 feet and
was 131.85 feet higher than
its dead level of 1,398 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
40,200 cusecs and 55,000
cusecs respectively. The
water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam was 1218.05
feet, which was 168.05 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow
and outflow of water was
recorded 8,400 cusecs and
40,000 cusecs respectively.
The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa , Guddu and
Sukkur was recorded as
79,300, 71,800, 60,400 and
20,400 cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from River Kabul, a
total of 9,300 cusecs of water
released at Nowshera and
4,000 cusecs released from
River Chenab at Marala.—APP

Intensive
efforts
underway to
register house
servants and

tenant

ISLAMABAD: The cam-
paign of Islamabad Capital
Police - Knock the Door -
is at full swing to facilitate
the registration of domestic
workers and tenants. Dur-
ing this initiative, police
spokesperson said that
dedicated teams from the
Islamabad Capital Police
are taking to the streets
and conducting door-to-
door visits to ensure the
registration of tenants and
domestic workers. Simulta-
neously, they are address-
ing citizens’ concerns and
inquiries. The Counter Ter-
rorism Department (CTD)
Islamabad has already com-
piled data on 108 house
servants from 447 residenc-
es within the jurisdiction of
Sumbal Police Station.l dur-
ing last 24 hours. This cam-
paign’s primary objective is
to enhance public safety by
maintaining law and order
in the federal capital. Regis-
tering tenants and domestic
workers not only helps keep
a vigilant eye on potential
wrongdoers but also acts as
a deterrent to any suspicious
activities. Citizens are urged
to verify the identity of any-
one in civilian clothing who
arrives at their doorstep to
collect data. Unregistered
employees and tenants could
potentially be involved in se-
rious.—APP

President Arif Alvi calls for
awareness about mental health

The figures about students under stress in colleges and universities is as high as 60%.
Educational institutions and employers should provide an enabling environment to
students and employees by ensuring a good work-life balance

DNA

ISLAMABAD :Today we observe
World Mental Health Day, with
an obvious theme that ‘Mental
health is a universal human right’.
This is to raise awareness about
the importance of mental health,
the effects of mental illness on
the lives of the people, and the
need for support within the fam-
ily, then recognition of the prob-
lem, getting over social taboos to

get professional help.

According to statistics from Na-
Commission of Human
Rights of Pakistan 24% of peo-
ple in Pakistan are under stress

tional

which compounded with eco-
nomic difficulties becomes an
alarming situation. Unfortunately,
Pakistan has limited human and
material resources to deal with
this disease burden that affects
an increasing number of adoles-
cents, young people, and women.
Newspapers every day carry a few
extreme stories of suicides as well
as domestic violence even killings
that can be traced back to the na-
tional psychiatric burden.

To overcome this challenge, we
need an integrated approach to
strengthen the existing
structure by using online mental
health portals, virtual programs,
Intelligence,

Artificial

infra-

Mental

Health Chatbots, helplines, mo-
bilizing relevant government and
other stakeholders, and forging
public-private partnerships. We

should also create awareness
about mental health and well-be-
ing as most mental illnesses, if di-
agnosed and managed at an early
stage, could be cured in a cost-ef-
fective manner. Currently, Paki-
stan lacks trained and qualified
human resources in this field, and
it is highly imperative that tele-
health centres are established to
reach out to people in need.

On this day, I would like to par-
ticularly urge the media, teach-
ers, parents, religious scholars,
celebrities, social media influenc-
ers and community leaders to un-
derstand this alarming situation,
help remove social taboos that
discourage discussion and getting

help. The figures about students
under stress in colleges and uni-
versities is as high as 60%. Educa-
tional institutions and employers
should provide an enabling envi-
ronment to students and employ-
ees by ensuring a good work-life
balance. I would also like to urge
our people to adopt healthier life-
styles, spend quality time with
friends and family, and take regu-
lar exercise to reduce anxiety and
stress levels.

I am hopeful that our collective
efforts at the individual, institu-
tional, and national levels would
enable us to improve the overall
mental health and well-being of
the people

Al-Shifa begins corneal
transplantation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Al-Shi-
fa Trust Eye Hospital has
authorized the use of Bow-
mann Layer Transplanta-
tion (BLT) for keratoconus
patients after reviewing
two years’ postoperative
outcomes. The hospital has
begun treating keratoconus
patients using cutting-edge
Swiss femtosecond laser
technology, which is expect-
ed to benefit many people
in Pakistan who have kera-
toconus and are awaiting
corneal transplantation.

According to Major Gen.
(Retd) Rehmat Khan, Pres-
ident of the Al Shifa Trust,
the trust has become the
first hospital in Asia to
employ femtosecond laser
technology in public for the

treatment of Keratoconus,
an eye condition that dam-
ages the cornea. He went on
to say that BLT strengthens
the weak cornea, avoiding or
delaying the need for a full
corneal transplantation. He
told reporters that the most
recent technology was used
experimentally for the first
time in 2020 and is now
being used in patient care
as a result of successful
testing. He went on to say
that the decision would not
only allow our ophthalmolo-
gists to deliver cutting-edge
care to their patients, but it
would also allow us to train
medical experts from other
hospitals. He added that
with this latest technology,
layers of one donor cornea
can be used to treat two
to three patients with dif-
ferent corneal problems.
Presently, more than two

hundred and fifty thousand
patients are waiting for
corneal transplants while
we operate on 800 patients
every year, he said, adding
that a big deficit exists be-
tween corneal supply and
demand. Maj. Gen. Retired
Rehmat Khan said that 53%
of the eye patients have no
access to donated corneas
as local corneal donations
are insignificant; therefore,
we have to import corne-
as from the USA and Sri
Lanka. Corneas are one
of the easiest tissues to
transplant, as no matching
is required between the
donor and the recipient. It
is a bloodless tissue that
takes oxygen directly from
the air, he said, adding that
a cornea can be taken from
an elderly person and graft-
ed onto the eyes of a much
younger one.

Railways retrieve 1,028 acres
land from illegal occupants

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has re-
trieved as many as 1,028 acres of its land
worth millions of rupees from illegal
occupants during various anti-encroach-
ment operations across the country. “A
many as 503 acres retrieved in Punjab,
151 acres in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 341
acres in Sindh and only 33 acres in Ba-
an official in the Ministry of
Railways told APP. He said that about
3,287 acres in Punjab, 832 acres in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh,
and 687 acres of land in Balochistan were
being encroached. The official said that
in light of the directives of the Supreme
Court, the anti-encroachment operations
for retrieval of encroached railway land
all over the Railway network were initi-
ated and a joint procedure order was is-
sued to all divisional superintendents for
retrieval of Railways land from encroach-
ment. The anti-encroachment schedules,
on a three months basis, are being pre-
pared and sent to all concerned in line
with the joint procedure order,” the offi-
cial added. He said Pakistan Railways had
also decided to accelerate its ongoing
anti-encroachment operation against land
grabbers across the country to recoup its

”

lochistan,

land from different individuals, groups,
and even business organizations who
were using it for residential, commercial,
and agriculture purposes for decades.
“The encroachment operation will be
launched with the assistance of Railway
Police and district administrations of the
relevant provincial
added. He said the organization was tak-
ing several steps to retrieve encroached
land from the land grabbers including a
detailed survey being carried out to iden-
tify the encroached land, occupied by the
individuals and under illegal occupation
by various government departments. The
official said that First Information Re-
ports (FIRs) were being lodged and cas-
es were registered and sent to PR Ju-
dicial Magistrates for expeditious trial.
The issue regarding illegal occupation
and possession of Pakistan Railways’
land by government departments and in-
stitutions has also been taken up with the
concerned departments, he added. The
official said PR owned 167,690 acres of
land across the country, of which 90,326
acres was in Punjab, 39,428 acres in
Sindh, 28,228 acres in Balochistan, and
9,708 acres in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

governments,” he

Pakistan- China glass
manufacturing unit
starts operations

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deli-JW
Glassware, a manufacturing
unit established through
collaboration between Chi-
na’s Anhui Deli Household
Glass Co Ltd. and Paki-
stan’s JW SEZ Group, has
commenced operations in
M-3 industrial city (FIED-
MC) Faisalabad. According
to Javed Afridi, CEO of Hai-
er and Ruba Pakistan, the
company has officially be-
gun operations in Pakistan,
generating manufacturing
and construction jobs with
an investment of USD 200
million. The factory is one

of the largest plants in Pa-
kistan, covering a total area
of 36 acres, according to a
report published by Gwadar
Pro on Tuesday.

The company has trained
a significant number of
qualified workers and aid-
ed them in strengthening
their managerial abilities A
team of around three hun-
dred personnel is actively
engaged in the company’s
operations, ensuring the
manufacturing of a quality
product and its smooth,
trouble-free delivery to the
customer. Javed Afridi stat-
ed, “The ‘Made in Pakistan’
initiative will not only boost
the economy but will also
establish Pakistan as one

of the leading producers in
the international market.”
He added that the produc-
tion of glassware units will
replace imports of premium
quality glassware from Chi-
na and other regions into
Pakistan, enabling Pakistan
to export it worldwide. The
objective of the project is to
establish a modern, world-
class Glass Manufacturing
Complex for the production
of premium, export-quality
glass products in Pakistan.
The project will utilize the
natural resources in Paki-
stan and employ the latest
technology to transform
them into glassware, includ-
ing floating glass and other
types of glass products.

Aneeq advises youth to learn Islam

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, Aneeq
Ahmed on Tuesday advised the young individuals to invest their prime to learn Islamic
knowledge.Addressing the Seerat Conference and Mehfil-e-Milad-un-Nabi Peace Be Upon
Him, organized by National Accountability Bureau (NAB) in collaboration with Pakistan
National Council of the Arts, Punjab College of Commerce, and Islamabad Model College
for Boys F-7/3 as a chief guest, he encouraged the youth to read three verses of the Holy
Quran daily, along with translation and interpretation, to strengthen their connection with
the divine scripture and its Messenger Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him.Minister Aneeq
said, “If you want to become beloved to Allah Almighty, then follow the footsteps of His Be-
loved Prophet Muhammad(SAW).” He highlighted that the character and ethics of Prophet
Muhammad(SAW) were a living embodiment of the Quran stressing that we should strive
to be warriors of character, not just in words but in actions. Minister Aneeq urged students
to acquire knowledge for the betterment of Pakistan and to serve humanity. He said the
sending of Prophet Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him was not only for the completion
of noble character but also for the betterment of humanity. “Trials come in the life of
nations, the believer does not despair.” He maintained.—APP

ANF recovers
over 31
kg drugs
inthree
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting three operations
managed to recover over
31 kg of drugs and arrested
five accused including four
women, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here
on Tuesday. He informed
that in three operations con-
ducted near Chungi number
26, Islamabad, ANF recov-
ered 31.2 kg drugs from the
possession of five accused
including four women. Two
attempts to smuggle drugs by
women, residents of Lahore,
Karachi, Quetta and Pesha-
war, travelling in passenger
buses were foiled and a
total of 30 kg hashish was
recovered. In the third op-
eration, 1.2 kg of hashish
was recovered from the
possession of an accused,
resident of Charsadda.
Separate cases under the
Anti-Narcotics Act have
been registered against all
the accused while further
investigations are under
process.—APP
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Graduation
ceremony honors
police department

ISLAMABAD: A graduation ceremony was conducted to
honor the achievements of officers who successfully com-
pleted the first Upper Course, 11th Intermediate Course,
and 20th Lower Course at Police Lines Headquarters Is-
lamabad. The distinguished gathering included Islamabad
Capital City Police Officer (ICCPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
alongside high-ranking officials such as the SSP/Dy. Com-
mandant of Capital Police College, AIG Operations, SP
Headquarters, DSP Capital Police College, and various
staff members. During this significant event, ICCPO Dr.
Akbar Nasir Khan presented awards and certificates to the
officers and cadets who exhibited exceptional performance
throughout their training courses. Addressing the cere-
mony, ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan lauded the dedication
and hard work of the officers and cadets who successfully
completed their training courses. He urged them to carry
out their duties with diligence, unwavering commitment,
and a sense of duty to the community. ICCPO expressed
his joy in being part of the Islamabad Capital Police gradu-
ation ceremony and extended his congratulations to Capital
Police College for delivering top-quality training to officers
and cadets in record time. He emphasized the importance
of public service and encouraged all attendees to uphold the
highest values of law enforcement. ICCPO Dr. Akbar Nasir
Khan remarked, “You are privileged to have the opportunity
to serve the community. Remember, true honor comes from
serving the people. Upholding the law, ensuring justice, and
safeguarding the lives and properties of citizens are our prima-
ry responsibilities. Treat the public with respect, and you will
receive respect in return.” Furthermore, ICCPO Dr. Akbar
Nasir Khan expressed his confidence that the skills acquired
during training would be effectively applied. —DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jazz, Paki-
stan’s leading digital opera-
tor, has been recognized as
a top innovation performer
in the Global Innovation In-
dex 2023, released by the
World Intellectual Proper-
ty Organization (WIPO), a
specialized agency of the
United Nations. This rec-
ognition is a testament to
Jazz’s unwavering commit-
ment to innovation and its
exceptional ability to adapt
to the evolving needs of its
customers in the digital era,
said a news release here on
Tuesday. “Customer-centric
innovation is not just about
meeting needs; it’s about
anticipating them. This ap-
proach is the driving force
behind every breakthrough
we make. It’s what sets us
apart and leads us forward
in this competitive market.
Jazz’s transformation from
a telecom company to a
leading digital operator
offering experiences for
every minute of the day,
from fintech to chat, and
entertainment to cloud
services, also signifies this
approach,” said CEO of Jazz
Aamir Ibrahim.—APP

NPO to organize
webinar
on Anger

Management

ISLAMABAD: The National
Productivity Organization
(NPO) will conduct a webi-
nar on ‘Anger Management’
on October 20 (Friday).
“The workshop was focused
on to helps the participants
work together, in order to
develop their strengths,
and to address any weak-
nesses while managing
their emotions for person-
al well-being, maintaining
effective relationship, and
managing their responsibili-
ties at work, according to an
NPO document shared here
Tuesday.  The objective
of the training includes at
personal level participants
will learn to identify correct
emotions, learn to response
for personal well-being and
get personal coping Skills,
for maintaining and build-
ing effective relationships
participants will learn to
deal with angry.—APP
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Australia’s indigenous voice
referendum: clear forward

The yes campaign in Australia’s referendum on an Indigenous voice to

parliament has focused on the immediate questions, the ones on the

ballot on 14 October. That is understandable. Will voters recognise the
original inhabitants of the land in the constitution? Does wider society think
Indigenous Australians should provide advice on decisions affecting them?
These simple asks were always intended as the first step on a long walk to make
peace with the past. They were the precursor to a deeper and more difficult
discussion about the ongoing impact of colonisation and dispossession and all
the policies that followed; a conversation that will take years. This was not a
sneaky, hidden agenda, as the no campaign has claimed. It was trumpeted in the
slogan “voice, treaty, truth”, and even more clearly in the Uluru statement from
the heart, which says Indigenous sovereignty has never been ceded and coexists
with the sovereignty of the crown. The crisis in Indigenous communities is root-
ed in powerlessness, it says, and the remedy is a “fair and truthful relationship”
with modern Australia, based on justice and self-determination. But by focusing
on the first step, the yes campaign left the way clear for others to run a cam-
paign that was in large part neither truthful nor fair, to distort and fearmonger
about the as-yetunmapped parts of the journey; to falsely assert that it would come
at enormous cost, or threaten ownership of land or somehow bestow unfair advan-
tage on the most disadvantaged Australians. The no campaign contends that history
has little relevance to the present, that the murders and the stolen generations can
be compartmentalised to the past. They say governments should just get on with im-
proving the lot of all Australians, with no additional advice or consideration for Indi-
geneity needed, an argument that raises questions about the future of any dedicated
Indigenous funding. The leading no campaigner and Walpiri-Celtic woman Senator
Jacinta Nampijinpa Price said she believed colonisation had actually been good for
Indigenous people because now they had “running water and readily available food”.
Tony Abbott, citing another former Liberal prime minister, John Howard, insist-
ed that “none of us can be responsible for what happened more than a century
ago”. It’s an alluringly comfortable answer for many non-Indigenous Australians,
much easier than considering that dispossession and deliberate policies might
contribute to what we so benignly call “the gaps”. But Guardian Australia sees
this view as fundamentally wrong. The murders continued until the 1920s, the
stolen generations until the late 1960s, the lie of terra nullius until 1992. We
can’t wish away the shadows of the past. They may not explain everything but
facing them has to be part of moving on. Everyone in this debate claims to want
to improve the material circumstances of Indigenous Australians but the yes
case has not sufficiently explained why requiring policymakers to listen would
help, and the no case cannot answer how maintaining the status quo will some-
how achieve different outcomes. Australia believes a no vote will be a triumph
for populist misinformation, a political victory devoid of practical answers and
freighted with an unimaginable burden for First Nations people, who will know
that the country has judged their call for inclusion and decided against it.
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Labour conference:
winning focus on economy

t's the economy, stupid. That was the message from Rachel Reeves, the

shadow chancellor, to her Conservative opponents in her speech to La-

bour’s party conference. Ms Reeves is not a showy politician. Her style is
to be all substance, and her message was that she is capable and decent. This
is smart politics. The Conservative party has proved to be incompetent in its
stewardship of the economy just when the issue topped the political agenda.
Ms Reeves set out her party’s stall by promising to boost business investment,
build homes and ease planning rules — especially around green industries — to
spur growth. Often seen as a hard-headed pragmatist, the shadow chancellor
played on her party’s heartstrings with a call for a Labour government to rebuild
public services and create jobs. She also hit home by creating dividing lines with
the Tories by contrasting her plans for stable growth with the Conservatives’
record of wasteful, corrupt and inept administration. The biggest cheer was for
her proposed anti-corruption commissioner to recover money lost to fraud dur-
ing the pandemic. Labour’s restrictive fiscal rules are unlikely to survive contact
with reality. It would be better if Ms Reeves could be bolder and less in thrall to
economic orthodoxy. But she does see the government as having a key role in a
green transition. Labour is right that Britain will need an activist state to reach
net zero. Earlier this year the energy regulator said that it was “unacceptable”
that there were decade-long waits to connect low-carbon projects to the elec-
tricity grid. Housing developers are also facing delays in getting power to new
homes. Working with Ed Miliband, the shadow climate secretary, Ms Reeves
appears determined to get a grip on the situation. This will be a key electoral
battleground as the Conservatives under Rishi Sunak pivot to weaponise voters’
fears that net zero will impose costs today, even if in the long term they reduce
household bills. The rash of headlines in the Tory-supporting papers about “La-
bour’s plans to rewire Britain with electricity pylons across countryside” aims
to energise not-in-my-backyard sentiment in swathes of rural England. Labour
has chosen to fight back by using what were once Tory arguments - that wind
and solar are competitive sources of energy, they help to reduce electricity costs
and will make Britain independent of petrocrats in Russia and the Middle East.
This is a winnable argument for Labour. Mr Miliband says that by 2030, his
party’s plans will take up to £1,400 off the annual household bill. Internal party
polling suggests Labour’s idea of a publicly owned national champion in clean
power generation, known as GB Energy, is a vote-winner. The Labour confer-
ence has felt giddy at times, with delegates openly discussing a big Labour win
- even a landslide - at the next general election. This feels premature. There is
a long way to go. Ms Reeves knows that, unlike in 1997, the nation is stuck in
an economic rut. She has to break with a failed model of economic governance.
She cannot fix the country’s problems by sticking to Tory plans and cutting
deeper into the budgets of “non-protected” departments. Taxes will have to go
up, though it would be injudicious for Ms Reeves to admit that now.

How Hamas Stunted Israel ?

By Qamar Bashir

The audacious and deadly
maneuver executed by
Hamas has also raised

questions about the
effectiveness of Mossad,
Israel’s renowned
intelligence agency,
which is traditionally
considered one of the
world’s most formidable
agencies, specializing in
counterterrorism, covert
operations, and intelligence
collection. Often compared
to counterparts like the

CIA (United States), MI6
(United Kingdom), and

FSB (Russia), Mossad’s
inability to anticipate and
prevent the surprise attack
by Hamas was a notable
surprise not only for Israel
but also for other global

n the early days of October 2023, an unprecedent-

ed escalation of conflict between Hamas and Israel

occurred, marked by a large-scale invasion and of-
fensive launched by Palestinian militant groups from the
Gaza Strip against Israel’s Southern Borders. This sig-
nificant attack, named “Operation al-Agsa Storm,” was a
historic event as it marked the first direct conflict within
Israel’s boundaries since the 1948 Arab-Israeli War.
What made this offensive particularly stunning was not
only its surprise factor but also the fact that it caught not
only Israelis, known for their world-class, well-equipped,
and highly efficient surveillance and intelligence systems,
off guard but also the entire world. The Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is closely monitored due to its potential to disrupt
peace in the Middle East, a region crucial for global oil
supply. The fear of oil supply disruption and its potential to
drive up oil prices, thus impacting economies worldwide,
especially vulnerable ones like Pakistan, added an extra
layer of concern to this already volatile situation.
The audacious and deadly maneuver executed by Hamas
has also raised questions about the effectiveness of Mossad,
Israel’s renowned intelligence agency, which is traditional-
ly considered one of the world’s most formidable agencies,
specializing in counterterrorism, covert operations, and
intelligence collection. Often compared to counterparts
like the CIA (United States), MI6 (United Kingdom), and
FSB (Russia), Mossad’s inability to anticipate and prevent
the surprise attack by Hamas was a notable surprise not
only for Israel but also for other global intelligence agen-
cies with a significant presence in the conflict-prone Mid-
dle East. This unprecedented military maneuver involved a
clever transformation of civilian machinery such as bulldoz-
ers, hang gliders, and motorbikes, effectively challenging
the Middle East’s most potent army. It marked a significant
breach in Israel’s defenses, the most serious since the Ar-
ab-Israeli conflicts of 1973. Hamas achieved this through
two years of strategic subterfuge, concealing its military
plans and convincing Israel that it had no intention of en-
gaging in a major confrontation.
While Israel believed it was pacifying a war-weary Hamas
through economic incentives for Gazan workers, the group
was covertly and effectively preparing its fighters. This
preparation took place in plain sight but under the guise
of not being ready for a conflict. Hamas employed uncon-
ventional and untraceable intelligence tactics, leading
Israel to underestimate its strength and resilience. The
result was a shocking and sudden assault that caught
Israel off guard, resulting in 700 Israeli casualties and
dozens of abductions. Major Nir Dinar, spokesperson for
the Israeli Defense Forces, described this surprise move
as “Israeli 9/11,” admitting that they had been caught
completely unaware.
In the lead-up to this audacious maneuver, Hamas con-
structed a mock Israeli settlement in Gaza for training
purposes. Even many Hamas leaders were kept in the dark
about the exact plans, and the 1,000 fighters involved had
no clear understanding of the exercises’ true purpose. The

operation was divided into four parts: an initial barrage of
3,000 rockets fired from Gaza, simultaneous incursions
by fighters using hang gliders and motorized paragliders,
the securing of terrain by ground troops, and the breach
of fortified barriers using explosives and motorbikes. Bull-
dozers were employed to widen gaps, and commando units
attacked key Israeli military installations, disrupting com-
munications. The final phase involved moving hostages to
Gaza, a task argely achieved early in the attack. One such
high-profile hostage-taking incident occurred during a raid
on party-goers near Gaza, with social media footage cap-
turing the chaos as people fled the scene amid gunshots.
Hamas’ remarkable ability to maintain the secrecy of its
unconventional warfare capabilities until it unveiled them
in a decisive manner and the biggest below to the invincibil-
ity of Israel. The speed, precision, and serenity with which
Hamas militants breached the Gaza-Israel barrier, pene-
trated the Gaza border crossings into Israeli settlements
and military installations, and launched over 5,000 rockets
into Israel within just 20 minutes were indeed remarkable.
The Hamas’ “Operation Al-Agsa Storm,” can be attributed
to several factors. Firstly, it highlights Hamas’ perception
of Israeli actions as desecration of the holy Islamic site, the
Al-Agsa Mosque. Additionally, the increasing trend of Arab
states normalizing relations with Israel, as exemplified by
the 2020 Abraham Accords involving the UAE, Bahrain,
Sudan, and Morocco. This trend is a cause for concern
among Palestinians, as it reduces pressure on Israel to
reach a settlement with them and signals a prioritization
of peace with Arab states over peace with the Palestinians.
Hamas, while not recognizing Israel, has indicated it would
observe a truce if Israel withdrew to its 1967 borders, but
skepticism remains about Israel’s willingness to do so,
especially if Saudi Arabia were to conclude its own deal
with Israel. Furthermore, the timing of the attack is signif-
icant as it coincides with the 50th anniversary of the Yom
Kippur or Ramadan War in 1973, potentially symbolizing
the aspiration of surprising Israel, as Egypt and Syria did
back then. The trajectory of the conflict remains uncer-
tain. There are concerns about Hezbollah’s involvement
in Lebanon, depending on Iran’s stance, and the potential
for Palestinian militants in the West Bank to launch their
own attacks, creating a third front against Israel. Moreover,
there is the possibility of attacks on Jewish Israelis by Arab
Israelis living in Israel, leading to a fourth front. The Is-
raeli response to this unprecedented attack on Israeli Soil
is surely going to be robust, devastating and exemplary.
The Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu warned
Israelis to brace themselves for a long and difficult war on
Sunday (8th October). It responded with huge strikes on
cities in the blockaded Gaza Strip, destroying dozens of
buildings.

The Israeli military said it had called up an unprecedented
300,000 reservists and was imposing a total blockade of
the Gaza Strip, signs it could be planning a ground assault
there to defeat Hamas after it launched a humiliating at-
tack. In a further signal of Israel’s rapid shift on to a war

footing, a cabinet member from Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud Party said it could set up a national uni-
ty government joined by opposition leaders within hours.
The recent assault has led to a significant and devastat-
ing impact on both sides, with no clear resolution in sight.
President Joe Biden has pledged support for Israel, indi-
cating that Israel is likely to face these challenges with
strong backing. However, Israeli actions in Gaza may be
constrained by the fact that some Israeli citizens have been
kidnapped by Hamas militants and taken to Gaza.
The conflict has the potential to impact global markets and
economies in several ways. One significant concern is the
potential for disruptions in oil prices and supply chains,
which can have farreaching consequences. The Middle
East is a critical region for oil production, and any instabili-
ty in the area can lead to increased oil prices, affecting not
only energy costs but also the global economy.
Moreover, the conflict’s disruption of supply chains and
movement of essential commodities can exacerbate global
supply shortages and inflationary pressures. As transpor-
tation routes are affected and infrastructure damaged, the
flow of goods can be impeded, leading to delays and in-
creased costs for essential products. This, in turn, can lead
to rising commodity prices, making basic necessities more
expensive for consumers around the world.
Weak economies, like Pakistan and others in the region,
may face additional challenges as they grapple with the
impact of higher oil prices and disruptions in the supply
chain. These countries may experience increased costs for
imports, which can strain their already fragile economic
situations and potentially lead to balance of payments is-
sues and inflation. This conflict once started is not going to
go down any time soon. For Israel, going full scale against
Hamas will be an uphill task as indiscriminate Israeli bomb-
ing would put the lives of the Palestinian mostly civilians
at greater risk creating worldwide reaction against civil-
ian killings. Balancing a robust response with concerns
about international opinion remains a challenge for Isra-
el, though Western governments have largely expressed
support for Israel in the current conflict. Ultimately, this
situation underscores the need for Israel to develop a com-
prehensive policy to manage the possible opening of war
fronts with Hamas, Alfatah, Hezbollah and its own citizens
of Arab origin.
While Hamas justifies its attacks by citing the 16-year
blockade of Gaza and Israeli crackdowns in the West Bank,
Israel and Western countries have condemned the mass
killing of civilians. The situation has jeopardized efforts to
normalize relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia, which
could have had implications for Palestinian aspirations and
Iran’s influence in the region. As the conflict continues,
there are growing questions about Israel’s intelligence fail-
ures and the fate of Israeli hostages, further complicating
the path to a resolution.

—The writer is Former Press Secretary to the President

Former MD, SRBC, Former Minister Press, Embassy of

Pakistan to France

Punjab Govt employees unite against pension policy modifications

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Chairman PTU Pakpattan
Muhammad Ayoob said
that according to a notice
in June, government
employees in Punjab who
were about to retire would
lose a lot of money because
of changes to their leave
and pension benefits.
Government workers, like
clerks and teachers, also
protested in Pakpattan
against these new rules.

he members of the All Government Employees

Grand Alliance (AGEGA) held a protest rallies

because they were unhappy with the new rules
about pension benefits from the Punjab government.
They carried signs and banners with different messages
to show their disagreement. They said the government
caretakers didn’t have the right to change the rules for
government workers. Chairman PTU Pakpattan Muham-
mad Ayoob said that according to a notice in June, govern-
ment employees in Punjab who were about to retire would
lose a lot of money because of changes to their leave and
pension benefits. Government workers, like clerks and
teachers, also protested in Pakpattan against these new
rules. President PTU Pakpattan Abid Mehmood dogar
and Ch. Eshaq Adil press secretary PTU Pakpattan de-
manded that the government increase their salaries to
match those in other provinces and take back the noti-
fication that changed the leave encashment policy. Gen-
eral Secretary PTU Pakpattan Ch. Umar Hayat criticized
the government for reducing the Leave Preparatory to
Retirement (LPR) and gratuity benefits for employees.
The government’s decision to change pension rules has
led to protests from government employees who worry
about their retirement security. Punjab’s government has
financial problems, including a big pension debt. Paki-
stan’s pension system has been criticized for being too
expensive, and Punjab wanted to fix it.
The changes worry employees because they fear their
retirement income might not be safe anymore. Many em-
ployees and pensioners in Punjab have gone on strike and
protested because they feel they’re not being treated fair-
ly. It’s especially concerning because Punjab is the most
populated province in Pakistan, and it should set a good
example for others, but it’s not doing that when it comes
to employee welfare. Employees in Punjab haven’t received
salary increases and other benefits like employees in other
provinces.
The recent decisions by Punjab’s government, like giving a
lower pension based on initial pay and not giving leave en-
cashment to retiring employees, have made things worse.

People don’t understand how the Punjab government can
deny these benefits when employees are dealing with high
prices. The Prime Minister was told about these issues,
but nothing has changed. The changes to the pension rules
have caused widespread protests among government em-
ployees in Punjab. Punjab, as the most populous province
in the country, should ideally serve as a benchmark and
role model for other provinces in Pakistan. However, it is
disheartening to note that it falls short of even matching
the commendable examples set by smaller provinces when
it comes to the welfare of its employees. This disparity
in treatment and benefits for government employees has
been a persistent issue, causing significant discontent and
disillusionment among the workforce. For several years
now, employees of the Punjab Government have been de-
prived of ad-hoc increases and other perks and privileges
that have been readily granted to their counterparts in the
three other provinces, as well as Gilgit-Baltistan and Azad
Kashmir. This disparity has resulted in a substantial differ-
ence in salaries and overall compensation between Punjab
employees and those in other federating units.

The prevailing situation is not only a source of heartburn
for the employees but also raises questions about the fair-
ness and equity of the provincial government’s policies.
What exacerbate this situation further are the recent de-
cisions made by the Punjab Government, which have only
added to the employees’ woes. Apart from failing to pro-
vide competitive pay and pension raises, the government
has made controversial decisions, such as granting pension
based on initial basic salaries and denying the benefit of
leave encashment to retiring employees.

These decisions have been met with widespread criticism
and have further strained the relationship between the gov-
ernment and its workforce. One cannot help but wonder
how the Punjab Government justifies denying these essen-
tial benefits to its employees, especially in the context of
a federal structure where provinces should ideally strive
for equitable treatment of their citizens and workforce.
The rising cost of living, coupled with the unprecedent-
ed price hikes, has made it even more imperative for the

government to ensure that its employees are adequately
compensated and provided with the necessary benefits to
sustain a decent standard of living. This situation reflects
a disheartening disconnect between the lofty slogans and
promises made by the government and its actual actions.
While politicians and policymakers frequently advocate for
social justice and the well-being of citizens, the failure to
provide fair salaries and pensions to government employ-
ees contradicts these aspirations. It is worth noting that
concerns regarding these discriminatory policies of the
Punjab Government were brought to the attention of the
Prime Minister before Eid.

In response, the Prime Minister promised to address the
matter with the caretaker Chief Minister, who was abroad
at the time. However, since then, there has been little to no
progress or positive developments on this front. This de-
lay in addressing the issue only prolongs the suffering and
frustration of Punjab’s government employees. To rectify
this situation and restore a sense of fairness and justice,
it is imperative that the Punjab Government takes swift
and decisive action. The wrong decisions, such as de-
nying employees their due benefits and failing to keep
up with salary and pension increases in line with other
provinces, must be promptly reversed.

Further delay in addressing these grievances only deep-
ens the divide and erodes trust in the government’s
commitment to the welfare of its citizens. Punjab, as
Pakistan’s most populous province, should set a shining
example for the rest of the country in terms of employee
welfare and equitable treatment. However, the current
disparities in pay and benefits, exacerbated by recent
controversial decisions, paint a grim picture.

It is high time for the Punjab Government to uphold
the principles of justice, fairness, and equity by ad-
dressing the concerns of its employees and ensuring
that they receive the salaries and benefits they right-
fully deserve. Only through prompt and meaningful
action can the government restore trust and harmony
among its workforce and fulfill its duty to serve the
best interests of its citizens.



WORLD / SPORTS

Iskmahal POST

Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Briefs

From Pack 01

job opportunities for the peo-
ple of the area. Moreover,
investments in agriculture
and information technolo-
gy should also be focused
apart from human resource
development, he added. He
underscored the need for syn-
ergy among all relevant de-
partments for gainful effects
of the initiatives. The par-
ticipants affirmed that state
institutions, government de-
partments, and people were
united for the progress and
prosperity of the province.
Earlier, upon arrival, the
prime minister and COAS
were received by Balochistan
chief minister and Balochistan
corps commander.

ECP,
political
parties...

From Pack 01
candidates, and election
agents in safeguarding the
rights and freedoms of the
people of Pakistan, as guar-
anteed by the Constitution
and the law. Furthermore,
it cautions against engag-
ing in actions or expressing
views that might jeopardize
Pakistan’s ideology, sover-
eignty, integrity, security,
or the independence of its
judiciary. Additionally, the
draft code imposes limita-
tions on public officehold-
ers, including the president
and prime minister, pre-
venting them from involve-
ment in any capacity in elec-
tion campaigns.

SC law
interfered
in court’s...

From Pace 01
Justice Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, Justice ShahidWaheed
and Justice MusarratHila-
li is hearing the case. The
hearing was broadcast live
on state-run PTV. In yester-
day’s hearing, CJP Isa had
observed that parliament
passed the law with “good
intentions”. Today’s hearing
began with MuttahidaQa-
umi  Movement-Pakistan’s
(MQM-P) lawyer Faisal Sid-
diqi’s arguments. The coun-
sel stated that he would
base his arguments on two
cases — the Baz Kakar case
and the top court’s verdict
on the Supreme Court (Re-
view of Judgements and Or-
ders) Act 2023.

Fazl warns
of street
protests...

FroMm Pace 01
Highlighting the Million
March, MaulanaFazlur Re-
hman emphasized that the
party had demonstrated its
strength on that occasion
and if their rights were ever
infringed upon, the par-
ty would readily resort to
street protests as a means
of redress. Furthermore, he
indicated that JUI-F was not
only competing with other
political parties within Pa-
kistan but also positioning
itself on the global stage.
MaulanaFazl while address-
ing various issues including
the return of the PML-N Su-
premoMian Nawaz Sharif.

France
to hqld
education...

From Pack 01
Pakistan, Campus France
Pakistan and their local
partners, in order to pro-
mote studying in France.
The 2 Education fairs to
be organised in Lahore
(October 17) and Karachi
(October 19) will give the
opportunity to students to
interact directly with the
French universities, learn
more about the 1700 pro-
grammes taught in English
at the Bachelor and Master
levels, and get details about
the 183 scholarship pro-
grammes available for Pa-
kistani students. This year,
4 French business schools
are part of the delegation.
According to the latest Fi-
nancial Times’ world rank-
ings, French business
schools are still topping
the ranking. For example,
the four best Masters in
Finance pre-experience
2023 are French; among
the five best Masters in
Management 2023, three
are French, including the
one ranked #1.

Malan, Topley aid England’s
first win in World Cup 2023

Dawid Malan scored a blistering knock of 140 off 107 before
Reece Topley's four-fer propelled England to a thumping 137-run
victory over Bangladesh in the ongoing ICC World Cup 2023

SporTs DESK

DHARAMSALA: Opening batter
Dawid Malan scored a blister-
ing knock of 140 off 107 before
Reece Topley’s fourfer propelled
England to a thumping 137-run
victory over Bangladesh in the
ongoing ICC World Cup 2023. Set
to chase a mammoth 365, Bangla-
desh could score 227 despite Lit-
ton Das and Mushfiqur Rahim’s
half-centuries. Bangladesh had
a dismal start to their run chase
as Reece Topley ran through
their top order, dismissing Tan-
zid Hasan (1), Najmul Hossain
Shanto (0) and Shakib Al Hasan
(1) with just 26 runs on the board
in the sixth over. Bangladesh then
further slipped to 49/4 in the
ninth over when Mehidy Hasan
Miraz fell for a seven-ball eight.

Following the slump, Das then re-
ceived subtle support at the other
end in the form of Mushfiqur Rahim
and the pair put together an anchor-
ing partnership. Das and Rahim
added 72 runs for the fifth wicket
before the former fell in the 21st
over. He remained the top-scorer
for Bangladesh with a 66-ball 76
which featured seven boundaries
and two sixes. Mushfiqur Rahim fol-
lowed Das back to the dugout after

putting on a cautious 43-run part-
nership with Towhid Hridoy. He
scored 51 in 64 deliveries with the
help of four boundaries. Bangladesh
then suffered another major blow to
their pursuit as Liam Livingstone
removed their last set-batter Tow-
hid Hridoy in the 40th over when
the side still needed 176 runs. Hri-
doy scored 39 in 61 deliveries with
the help of two boundaries. Bang-

ladesh’s batting tail, comprised of
Mahedi Hasan (14), Taskin Ahmed
(14) and Shoriful Islam (12) offered
some resistance but Sam Curran
picked up the final wicket to wrap
up a massive victory for England.

Topley led the bowling attack for
England with 4/43, followed by
Chris Woakes, who returned with
2/49 while Adil Rashid, Sam Cur-
ran, Mark Wood and Livingstone

struck out a batter each.

England got off to a flying start
after being invited to bat by Bang-
ladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan,
courtesy of a 115run opening
stand. Opening batters Jonny Bair-
stow and Dawid Malan complet-
ed their half-centuries during the
partnership before the former was
bowled by Shakib Al Hasan. Bair-
stow walked back to pavillion hav-

ing scored 52 of 59 with the help
of eight boundaries. Joe Root then
joined Dawid Malan and together
they wreaked havoc on Bangladesh
bowlers, adding brisk 151 runs from
117 balls for the second wicket.
Mahedi Hasan, who replaced
Mahmudullah in this game, broke
the stand as he castled Dawid Ma-
lan in the 38th over at a total of
266. Malan’s blistering 140-run
knock featured 16 boundaries
and five sixes. England skipper
Jos Buttler (20) and Joe Root
were then involved in a brief 14-
ball partnership of 30 runs before
Shoriful Islam sent them back in
consecutive overs.

Joe Root scored an impactful 82
off 68 balls with the help of eight
boundaries and one six, however,
he was caught behind off Shori-
ful’s slower ball. Shoriful Islam
bowled Liam Livingstone on the
next ball to hand him a golden
duck, reducing England to 307-4
in the 42nd over. England, at one
stage, appeared to breach the
400-run mark, however, after
losing three quick wickets they
failed to recover and ended up
scoring 364-9 in their accumu-
lated 50 overs. Bangladesh bowl-
ers made a good comeback in
the death overs, picking up six
wickets in the last ten overs.

South Americans grumble
ootball

Teams announced for
Billie Jean King Cup

ISLAMABAD: The 12 nations competing in the 2023 Billie
Jean King Cup by Gainbridge Finals have announced their
teams to compete in the women’s World Cup of Tennis in

-
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BOGOTA: In football-mad
South America, where love
for the game transcends
social class, watching stars
like Lionel Messi play has
become inaccessible to
most as ticket prices hit
the roof. During the Sep-
tember qualifying round for
the 2026 World Cup, ardent
fans across the continent
grumbled over the cost of
seeing their favorite team
play. "In my case it is im-

over cost to watch {

possible" to afford a ticket.
"One can't enjoy it," said
Pablo Gonzalez, 49, a main-
tenance worker at a univer-
sity in the Colombian town
of Barranquilla, where his
country will play Uruguay
on Thursday. The average
ticket price for the match
is $102, in a country where
the minimum monthly wage
is $270. According to an
AFP tally the tickets are
the second highest in the
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region for the qualifiers.

In Argentina, victors of the
2022 World Cup, fans hop-
ing to see Messi in action
were left disappointed after
the football federation set
ticket prices for Thursday's
match against Paraguay at
an average of $120.

The country is battling an-
nual inflation of 120 per-
cent and poverty levels of
40 percent. Argentina's
football federation has in-

troduced a subscription
program giving preferential
access to match tickets.
The "Gold" category costs
$14,000 for a threeyear
pass with a slew of benefits.
'Let people go for free' Even
Argentina coach Lionel Scalo-
ni commented on how much
it had cost him to buy tickets
for his whole family. "It cost
me a lot, like everyone else.
But who am I to set the price
of tickets? If it was up to me,
let people go for free," he told
a press conference. "What
can I do? I can't do anything
about it." Some prices are
making "something popular
like football exclusive," com-
plained fan Candela Thomp-
son to state news agency
Telam. In Brazil, prices have
shot up over the past month,
with tickets going from an
average of $63 dollars to
$97 for Thursday's match
against Venezuela in central
Cuiaba. Chilean captain Ar-
turo Vidal, considered a foot-
baller of the people due to
his humble background, has
also complained. ~-Agencies

Barcelona’s 16-year-
old Yamal becomes
Lal.iga’s youngest score

GRANADA: Barcelona’s Spain winger Lamine Yamal
became LaLiga’s youngest goalscorer aged 16 years
and 87 days after he stroked the ball home from
close range at Granada on Sunday. Yamal, who in
August set the record as Barca’s youngest debutant
in an official match, became Spain’s youngest ever
international and scorer at 16 years and 57 days
when he made his debut away to Georgia in a Euro
2024 qualifier in September.

Against Granada, he scored in added time before the
break as LaLiga champions Barcelona were trailing 2-0.
Yamal broke the record held by Malaga’s Fabrice Olinga,
who scored against Celta Vigo in 2012 aged 16 years and
98 days. Yamal, who has a Moroccan father, was born
and raised in Spain and has become a key part of Barca’s
forward line. His call-up for the senior Spain team ended
the hopes of Moroccan fans that he could be persuaded
to switch allegiance. - Agencies

Seville, Spain on November 7 to 12. With less than one
month to go, the 12 nations competing in the 2023 Billie
Jean King Cup by Gainbridge Finals have announced their
teams for culmination of the women’s World Cup of Tennis
at Estadio de La Caruja in Seville, Spain on November 7 to
12. Seven of the world’s top 20 would represent their na-
tions next month including Elena Rybakina (Kazakhstan),
Marketa Vondrousova (Czechia), Caroline Garcia (France)
and Madison Keys (USA). World No. 15 Belinda Bencic
would lead reigning champions Switzerland’s defence of
their title, while Paula Badosa will spearhead hosts Spain,
said a press release. The teams would go head-to-head
across four round-robin groups of three, before the four
group winners qualify for the semi-finals and ultimately the
final, which was won by Switzerland for the first time last
year. Australia: Kimberly Birrell, Storm Hunter, Daria Sav-
ille, Ajla Tomljanovic, Ellen Perez, Alicia Molik (Captain).
Canada: Leylah Fernandez, Rebecca Marino, Eugenie
Bouchard, Marina Stakusic, Gabriela Dabrowski, Captain:
Heidi El Tabakh. Czechia: Marketa Vondrousova, Karolina
Muchova, Barbora Krejcikova, Linda Noskova, Katerina
Siniakova, Captain: Petr Pala. France: Caroline Garcia,
Varvara Gracheva, Clara Burel, Alize Cornet, Kristina
Mladenovic, Captain: Julien Benneteau. Germany- Tat-
jana Maria, Anna-Lena Friedsam, Laura Siegemund, Eva
Lys, Jule Niemeier, Captain: Rainer Schiittler.

Italy- Jasmine Paolini, Elisabetta Cocciaretto, Martina
Trevisan, Lucia Bronzetti, Lucrezia Stefanini, Captain:
Tathiana Garbin. Kazakhstan- Elena Rybakina, Yulia
Putintseva, Zhibek Kulambayeva, Aruzhan Sagandikova,
Anna Danilina, Captain: Yaroslava Shvedova. Poland-
Magda Linette, Magdalena Frech, Katarzyna Kawa,
Weronika Falkowska, Captain: Dawid Celt. - Agencies

Cricket set to be included
in the 2028 Olympics

NEW DELHI : Cricket’s long Olympics exile could finally come to an end this week when Games chiefs meet in
Mumbai to finalise the programme for Los Angeles 2028. Twenty-eight sports are already confirmed on the schedule
but cricket was one of five new sports formally proposed for inclusion by organisers for the Los Angeles Olympics on
Monday. The International Cricket Council’s proposal is for men’s and women’s Twenty20 competitions — the short-
est form of the international game. “We are delighted that LA28 have recommended cricket for inclusion in the Olym-
pics,” ICC chairman Greg Barclay said. “Whilst this is not the final decision, it is a very significant landmark towards
seeing cricket at the Olympics for the first time in more than a century.” If it makes the cut, it would be the first time
cricket has featured since 1900, when a team from Britain beat a side representing France in Paris. Since then it has
been in the Olympic wilderness, in part because cricket itself was quite happy to stand aside from the Games. But
in recent years the ICC has made clear it wants to be part of the global showpiece — a move that could turbo-charge
the sport and help it exploit new markets. “Our sport is united behind this bid, and we see the Olympics as a part of
cricket’s long-term future,” Barclay said in 2021. “We have more than a billion fans globally and almost 90 percent of
them want to see cricket at the Olympics.” The game has had support from the highest places in the Olympic move-
ment. Late ICC president Jacques Rogge said in 2011: “We would welcome an application. It (cricket) is an important,
popular sport and very powerful on television.” The current president, Thomas Bach, has also backed the inclusion
of cricket, which featured at last year’s Commonwealth Games in Birmingham. This week the IOC executive board is
meeting in Mumbai, ahead of a full IOC session from October 15 to October 17, which would effectively rubberstamp
the decision. Cricket could not have asked for a better city in which to make its case. — Agencies

Turkey aims to host Euro 2032 soccer tournament

After four failed bids in the recent past, Turkey is finally set to be awarded the hosting rights for
a major int’l football tournament this week when UEFA decides where Euro 2032 will be staged

OuUr CORRESPONDENTS

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan has long dreamt of hosting one
of the world’s most prestigious sporting
events. Now he is set to finally get the
chance, despite the country being mired in
an economic crisis with the annual inflation
rate hovering near 60 percent.

On Tuesday, UEFA’s executive committee
meets to announce the hosts for the 2028
and 2032 European Championships.
Turkey withdrew its bid to host in 2028
in order to focus all its effort on a united
proposal with Italy to stage the tournament
four years later. That bid has no rivals.
Erdogan is not feigning an interest in what
is Turkey’s most popular sport - in his
younger years he played at semi-profession-
al level and he is an avowed supporter of
Fenerbahce, the Istanbul giants who are
one of the country’s biggest clubs.
Winning the right to host the biggest sport-
ing event in Europe would be one of the
crowning moments of his time in power.

It would also be highly symbolic in political
terms. “In modern times, sport has always
been perceived as a means for Turkey to
forge its own legitimacy and compete equal-

ly with the rest of the western world,” says
Daghan Irak, a lecturer in media communi-

cation at the University of Huddersfield in

England. “Erdogan has not diverted from
that historic strategy.” Erdogan became
prime minister at the end of 2002, at the
same time Turkey’s joint bid with Greece
- during a period of improving relations be-
tween the two countries - to host Euro 2008
failed. UEFA awarded that tournament to

Austria and Switzerland. Turkey then went
out on its own in a bid to host Euro 2012,
only to miss out to a joint Ukraine-Poland
candidacy, while in 2016 it lost out to France.

Human rights concerns:

They then missed out to Germany for
Euro 2024, with UEFA’s evaluation of the
bid highlighting concerns about the coun-
try’s “lack of an action plan in the area of
. After four failed attempts,

human rights”

and having joined forces with Italy, the
lack of any rival contenders means Tur-
key is now sure to get its chance. That
is despite human rights concerns still lin-
gering following Erdogan’s re-election as
President in May - he has not shown any
clemency towards, or announced an am-
nesty for, tens of thousands of political
opponents who have been imprisoned.
Turkey’s Court of Cassation recently up-
held a sentence of life imprisonment for
Osman Kavala, a benefactor and philan-
thropist accused of financing anti-govern-
ment protests in 2013.

Kavala will serve his sentence in isolation
and has no possibility of early release.
“Unfortunately these actions continue to
undermine Turkey’s prospects of joining
the EU,” said Nacho Sanchez Amor, the
European Parliament’s rapporteur on Tur-
key. Previous Turkish bids have also fallen
down due to questions about stadiums in
the country. However, that is no longer a
problem according to Bagis Erten, a con-
tributor to Socrates magazine who teaches
sports communication at Kadir Has Univer-
sity in Istanbul. “If the AKP (the ruling par-
ty since 2002) know how to do one thing, it
is build,” he says. “They love that! We really
have a lot of good stadiums now.”

s
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an annual basis, equivalent to
slightly over Rs3 trillion. The
World Bank is also expect-
ing its Executive Board to
green light $350 million for
Pakistan under RISE-I but
no date for a meeting is con-
firmed yet. At the moment,
the salaried income thresh-
old of Rs600,000 on an an-
nual basis is exempted while
for non-salaried income, the
exempted limit is standing at
Rs400,000 per annum. “Paki-
stan is in a very difficult situ-
ation as its fiscal deficit is un-
sustainable. There is a need
to undertake a combination
of measures to generate rev-
enues and reduce expendi-
tures. We are recommending
to tax rich and wealthy while
protecting the poor,” the
World Bank’s lead economist
in Pakistan Tobias Haque
said while briefing a select
group of reporters alongside
WB’s Country’s Country Di-
rector NajyBenhassine.

UN terms
complete...
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compounding the already dire
human rights and humanitari-
an situation in Gaza, including
the capacity of medical facili-
ties to operate, especially in
light of increasing numbers
of injured, the statement said.
“The imposition of sieges that
endanger the lives of civilians
by depriving them of goods
essential for their survival is
prohibited under internation-
al humanitarian law,” Turk
said. Any restrictions on the
movement of people and
goods to implement a siege
must be justified by military
necessity or may otherwise
amount to collective punish-
ment, the statement added.

Russia faces
a tough...
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the East European regional
group, and Moscow’s U.N.
ambassador, VassilyNebenzia,
accused the United States
on Monday of leading a cam-
paign to prevent their return
to the council. The United
States and others have sent
letters to many of the 193
members of the General As-
sembly urging a vote against
Russia, according to diplo-
mats. Felice Gaer, director of
the American Jewish Commit-
tee’s Jacob Blaustein Institute
for the Advancement of Hu-
man Rights, was among the
non-government letter-writers
also urging Russia’s defeat.

Indian
embassy...

ForMm Pace 01
nearly a week into the World
Cup 2023. The mega cricket
event began on October 5,
but the Indian authorities
have not yet issued visas to
Pakistanis for attending the
World Cup, leaving them in
uncertainty. In a statement,
the board said PCB Manage-
ment Committee Chairman
Zaka Ashraf had called upon
Pakistan Foreign Secretary
SyrusSajjadQazi and raised
serious concerns and alarm
over the delay in fans’ and
journalists’ visas for India
to cover the World Cup. The
PCB stated that Ashraf also
requested the foreign sec-
retary to take up the issue
with India’s Home Ministry
through the Pakistan High
Commission Office in New
Delhi. In line with ICC law,
the host country has to issue
visas to fans and journalists
for covering the events, but
India has turned a deaf ear
to Pakistan’s hue and cry.

Pakistan
outclass...
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Iftikhar Ahmed, Moham-
mad Nawaz, Shadab Khan,
Hasan Ali, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Haris Rauf. Paki-
stan carried on to their
impeccable form and
registered a historic win
against Sri Lanka in the
eighth match of the ICC
World Cup 2023 at the
Rajiv Gandhi Internation-
al Stadium, Hyderabad,
India on Tuesday. Chasing
the target of 345 runs,
the Men in Green met
with early blows as they
had lost their top-order
batters, Imam-ul-Haq and
Babar Azam, in just 7.1
overs and were 37-2 but the
match-winning partnership
between Mohammad Ri-
zwan and World Cup debu-
tant, Abdullah Shafique,
changed the fortunes of the
struggling Pakistani side.
The 176-run stand between
the two batters provided
their side much-needed
break and got them in a dom-
inating position once again.



BuUsINESS / WORLD

Iskamahad POST

Tuesday, October 11,2023

Briefs

MOSCOW Russia
launched 36 Iranian-made
attack drones against south-
ern Ukraine overnight,
damaging infrastructure in
the Odesa region, author-
ities said. The strikes tar-
geted the Odesa, Mykolaiv
and Kherson regions, the
Ukrainian military report-
ed, adding that air defense
systems  destroyed 27
drones. Odesa Governor
Oleh Kiper said unspecified
“logistics  infrastructure”
had been struck but that no
injuries were reported. Reu-
ters could not independent-
ly verify the information.
There was no immediate
comment from Russia. Rus-
sian forces have carried out
regular missile and drone
strikes on infrastructure in
southern Ukraine in recent
weeks and months, target-
ing port facilities in particu-
lar. Separately, the Kherson
regional administration said
Russia had struck the re-
gion 79 times with mortars,
artillery and drones over
the past day, wounding four
people and damaging sever-
al buildings. —APP

Myanmar
army
suspected in
drone strike,
32 killed

ANKARA : At least 32 peo-
ple, including 13 children,
were killed in a suspected
drone strike by Myanmar’s
military on a refugee camp
in Laiza, a remote moun-
tainous town in Kachin
State, local media reported
Tuesday. According to Bur-
mese Khit Thit News, the
military council troops fired
at the Laiza camp where the
headquarters of the armed
militia Kachin Independ-
ence Army (KIA) is located.
During the last night’s fir-
ing with heavy weapons, at
least 32 people were killed
and several others wound-
ed, the agency reported.
The Kachin Independence
Organisation (KIO), a politi-
cal group of ethnic Kachins
in northern Myanmar, is the
military wing of the KIA.
The Kachins are a group of
six tribes whose territory
includes the Yunnan State
of China, Northeast India,
and the Kachin State of My-
anmar. Myanmar’s military
ousted President Win Myint
and State Counselor Aung
San Suu Kyi in 2021. The
takeover led to protests and
a mass civil disobedience
movement, which were re-
sponded with brutal force,
killing and wounding hun-
dreds of people.—Agencies

World court
to hear
‘watershed’
Syria torture
case

THE HAGUE : Syria faces
allegations at the UN top
court Tuesday that it main-
tains a “pervasive” system
of torture that has killed
tens of thousands of people.
The case at the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (IC])
marks the first time Damas-
cus has faced international
judges over the brutal civil
war that started in 2011.
Victims have endured “un-
imaginable physical and
mental pain and suffering”
from “abhorrent treatment
in detention, inhumane
conditions of detention, and
sexual and gender-based vi-
olence,” the case brought
by the Netherlands and
Canada alleges.

Prisoners currently lan-
guishing in Syrian prisons
are at “imminent risk of
death or severe physical
or mental harm,” Canada
and the Netherlands wrote
in their submission to the
court. They also allege the
widespread rape of women
and children, mutilation,
beheadings, plus the “par-
ticularly abhorrent” use of
chemical weapons to intim-
idate and punish civilians.
Damascus has dismissed
the case as “disinforma-
tion and lies,” with a gov-
ernment source telling the
SANA newswire in July the
allegations “lack the slight-
est degree of credibility.”
Canada and the Nether-
lands asked the ICJ to “ur-
gently” demand Syria stop
all torture and arbitrary
detention, open prisons to
outside inspectors and pro-
vide information to families
about the fate of their loved
ones.—Agencies

Pak Ambassador presents

credentials to EU

Ambassador
Baloch extended
cordial greetings

and well-wishes
on behalf of the
President and the
Prime Minister
of Pakistan

DNA

BRUSSELS: Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to Belgium, Luxembourg,
and the European Union, Amna
Baloch, officially presented her
credentials to the President
of the European Council, Mr.
Charles Michel, at a ceremony
held in Brussels. Ambassador
Amna extended cordial greet-
ings and well-wishes on behalf
of the President and the Prime

President

Minister of Pakistan. In re-
sponse, President Michel recip-
rocated with similar sentiments,
signaling warmth between the
two leaderships. During the meet-
ing, both sides jointly recognized
the profound importance of Paki-
stan’s ties with the European Un-
ion, framing the bond as a strategic
and multifaceted partnership. They
underscored the essential role of
ongoing dialogue in fostering a mu-
tually beneficial relationship. In her
discussion with President Michel,
Ambassador Baloch provided an
update on the humanitarian situation in
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJ&K). She expressed
her perspective on the vital balancing
role the EU has the capacity to play
in the evolving geopolitical landscape.
Concluding the discussions, there
was a shared aspiration to en-
hance and fortify the relationship
between the EU and Pakistan
during her upcoming diplomat-
ic tenure in Brussels.

Saudi tourism launches
hub for sustainable travel

RIYADH: As part of its en-
deavor to combat the cli-
mate crisis, Saudi Arabia’s
Tourism Ministry launched
a Global Solutions Hub on
the sidelines of the Mid-
dle East and North Africa
Climate Week on Tuesday.
Spearheaded by the King-
dom’s Sustainable Tourism
Global Center, the develop-
ment is a knowledge center
that will keep track of sus-
tainable travel worldwide
through research projects,
the creation of industry
toolkits, and academic dis-
cussions.

Speaking to Arab News,
STGC Head Gloria Guevara
Manzo said the knowledge
center is a significant devel-
opment and could revamp
the overall landscape of sus-
tainable travel. Manzo, also
the chief special adviser to
the Saudi tourism minister,
explained that the hub will
act as a catalyst for identify-
ing challenges and produc-
ing sustainability solutions.
“We are partnering with
more than 20 schools and
hope to reach 100 schools
before 2030. These are top

institutions such as MIT,
Stanford, NYU and Har-
vard, to produce toolkits
and solutions,” Manzo told
Arab News.

The adviser further gave
the example of a solution
currently being developed
in collaboration with Stan-
ford University which helps
reduce food waste among
restaurants and cafes that
need help identifying their
emission levels.

With food waste contribut-
ing from 8 to 10 percent of
greenhouse emissions glob-
ally, Manzo explained that
the initiative would help iden-
tify challenges among restau-
rants and find an affordable
and applicable tool to quanti-
fy their footprint.

“We not only tell them this is
the problem, but also this is
the solution, and this is how
you do it,” she said.

“We're also releasing some
solutions this week, and in
the next 12 months, you will
see 20 solutions coming out
of Riyadh that will help small
and medium enterprises,
destinations and travelers,”
Manzo added.

These solutions go beyond
food waste, she explained,
adding that projects around
water management, plastic
reduction and other areas
will also be part of the initi-
ative. On Tuesday, the hub
introduced three toolkits fo-
cused primarily on the use of
solar thermal heaters, emis-
sions reduction through food
choices, and cost savings of
solar panels. Commenting
on the hub’s launch, Saudi
Tourism Minister Ahmed Al-
Khateeb said the knowledge
center will provide valuable
resources to support stake-
holders in making well-in-
formed decisions. “Our goal
is to function as the premier
knowledge hub, offering in-
dispensable tools and solu-
tions for key stakeholders,
enabled by the Sustainable
Tourism Global Center and
the Ministry of Tourism in
Saudi Arabia. Through these
efforts, we aim to empower
and support the travel and
tourism sector to champi-
on environmental solutions
and foster prosperity,” Al-
Khateeb said in a statement.
Manzo added that the hub

will be a directory for global
solutions in the tourism sec-
tor and will document all the
best practices for stakehold-
ers across the world to ben-
efit. “We need to document
the good cases, and we need
to provide solutions for des-
tinations that want to learn
from others to have a place
to go,” Manzo said. Addition-
ally, the hub has identified
approximately 27 categories
of SMEs that stand to gain
from its offerings. We’re go-
ing to have solutions for trav-
elers,” Manzo added, noting
that the hub will also provide
travelers with instructions
on reducing their carbon
footprint when vacationing.
The Tourism Ministry also
announced a youth forum
during the MENA Climate
Week, an initiative that is
part of its ongoing effort to
engage with future gener-
ations. Manzo explained
that the goal is to actively
collaborate with the glob-
al youth, not just Saudi
nationals, to integrate
them into sustainabili-
ty initiatives within the
tourism sector. —APP

US carrier Ronald
Reagan to visit
South Korea

SEOUL: The US nuclear-powered aircraft carrier Ronald
Reagan is due to dock at the South Korean port of Busan
on Thursday, as Seoul warned of a greater threat from
North Korea and held joint maritime drills with the Unit-
ed States and Japan. The carrier, which is expected to
remain in Busan until Oct. 16, will strengthen the defense
posture of South Korea and the United States in case of
any North Korean provocations, South Korea’s defense
ministry said. The Ronald Reagan last visited South Ko-
rea in 2022 for the first time in about four years, join-
ing other military vessels in a show of might intended
to send a message to North Korea. North Korean state
media KCNA on Tuesday criticized the deployment of
US strategic assets, including submarines and bomb-
ers, in the Asia-Pacific region while defending its plans
for a spy satellite program as “indispensable.” Pyong-
yang has failed twice to place a spy satellite in orbit,
in May and August, and has vowed to try again as early
as October. South Korea’s defense minister Shin Won-
sik told reporters on Tuesday that South Korea faces
a more severe threat from North Korea, according to
news agency Yonhap. The visit of the carrier comes af-
ter the United States pledged to enhance the “regular
visibility” of its strategic military assets in the Wash-
ington Declaration, which President Yoon Suk Yeol and
US leader Joe Biden issued during a summit in April.
The South Korean and US navies held joint maritime
drills with Japan’s defense force in waters near South
Korea’s Jeju Island on Monday and Tuesday, the South
Korean navy said. The drills, which are the first of their
kind since 2016, are aimed at deterring and respond-
ing to North Korea’s “advancing nuclear and missile
threats,” the navy said in a statement. -DNA

China forces Phil-
ippines navy from

Scarbo

rough

BEIJING: China’s coast guard took measures to drive
away a Philippine navy gunboat on Tuesday after it

intruded into waters aroun

d the Scarborough Shoal

in the South China Sea, according to an official state-

ment.The coast guard said

it took “necessary meas-

ures” such as forcing the gunboat out and controlling
its route after repeated dissuasion and warnings from
the Chinese side were ignored. The Philippines’ mili-
tary chief has denied its navy vessel was driven away
by the Chinese coast guard in Scarborough shoal,

saying it was part of Chin

a’s propaganda. “We are

having it verified, but nothing like that happened. In
our view, it is Chinese propaganda,” Philippine armed
forces chief Romeo Brawner said in an interview. Chi-
na claims it has “indisputable sovereignty” over the

shoal, which it calls Huang

yan Island, and the adja-

cent waters. Last month, the Philippine coast guard

week said it had cut a 300

meter (980 feet) floating

barrier installed by China that blocked access to the
hotly disputed area which Beijing has controlled for
over a decade. “We urge the Philippines to immedi-

ately stop its infringement,

” coast guard spokesman

Gan Yu said, saying the action was also a serious vi-

olation of international law.

The occurrence comes a

day after China warned the Philippines against fur-
ther “provocations” at an atoll in the South China Sea,
saying such acts had violated Chinese territorial sov-

ereignty, contravened inter

national law and disrupt-

ed regional peace and stability. Ties between the Philip-
pines and China have deteriorated of late, in large part due

to overtures from its president

to deepen defense ties with

Washington, including offering expanded access to its troops,
ostensibly for training and humanitarian purposes.—APP

Baku : Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani held a bilateral Meeting with the Foreign Minister
of Uzbekistan on the sidelines of 27th ECOCOM held in Shusha, Azerbaijan.—DNA

Taiwan
TIeader vows
island will be

democratic
‘for.
generations’

TAIPEI: Taiwan Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen said on
Tuesday that democracy
had thrived on the island
despite increased Chinese
pressure, and vowed that its
people would remain “free
for generations.”

China claims self-ruled Tai-
wan as its territory, and has
in recent years stepped up
military and political pres-
sure against Tsai’s adminis-
tration.

Taiwan sees near-daily Chi-
nese warplanes incursions
around the island, while
on the international stage,
Beijing has poached its
diplomatic allies in a bid
to isolate it. Tsai, speaking
Tuesday in a National Day
speech, said it was her
duty to “safeguard our na-
tional sovereignty and the
democratic and free way
of life” of Taiwan’s 23 mil-
lion people. “In the midst
of tremendous internal and
external pressures, Tai-
wan’s democracy has grown
and thrived... and we have
emerged with even greater
resilience,” she said. “To
protect Taiwan’s democra-
cy is to protect the univer-
sal value of democracy.”
“The Taiwanese people,”
she added, “will be a dem-
ocratic and free people for
generations to come.”

In the past year, Beijing
has run massive war games
around the island, carrying
out simulations of a block-
ade that have raised the
worries of Tsai’s admin-
istration — as well as key
allies such as the United
States.

The leader — who is hated
by Beijing due to her refusal
to recognize China’s claim
on Taiwan — is in her final
year of office, unable to run
for president again due to
the island’s two-term limit.
Taiwan will hold national
elections in January, with
Tsai’s deputy Lai Ching-te
the current front runner for
the poll.—DNA

Mexico bus
crash leaves
18

A bus carrying refugees and
migrants has overturned in
southern Mexico, leaving
at least 18 passengers dead
and 27 injured, authorities
said — the latest fatal road
crash involving US-bound
refugees. The dead, three
of them minors, were from
Venezuela and Haiti, ac-
cording to a statement from
the prosecutor’s office in
Oaxaca state on Friday.
The accident happened at
around dawn on a highway
linking Oaxaca and the
neighbouring state of Pueb-
la, it said. The injured were
taken to hospital for treat-
ment, it added. Images re-
leased by state authorities
showed the wreckage of
the bus lying on its side on
a highway winding through
hills. Thousands of refugees
from different countries
have been travelling across
Mexico in buses, over-
crowded trailers and atop
freight trains in an attempt
to reach the US-Mexican
border. They run the risk of
fatal accidents, kidnapping
by criminal groups and ex-
tortion by corrupt officials.
More than 8,200 refugees
have died or disappeared
in the Americas since 2014,
most of them while trying
to reach the United States
via Mexico, according to
the International Organiza-
tion for Migration [IOM].
The US-Mexican border is
the “world’s deadliest mi-
gration land route,” with
686 deaths.—DNA

Turkiye to respond ‘necessarily’ after US drone downing

ForeigN DESk

ANKARA : Turkiye has been rel-
atively restrained in response to
the downing of an armed Turkish
drone in northern Syria by the
U.S. forces. President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Monday re-
vealed why it acted so in remarks
after a Cabinet meeting. “There
is no doubt that the incident has
been engraved in our national
memory and necessary action
will certainly be taken when the
time comes,” Erdogan said at a
news conference in the capital
Ankara. He did not elaborate on
a possible response but renewed
his criticism of the United States
and other countries for their sup-
port of the PKK terrorist group
and its Syrian wing YPG. The
downing of the drone last week
came at a time when Tiirkiye was
carrying out airstrikes against
the terrorist group in north-
eastern Syria. The U.S. troops
are present in the area, under

the pretext of support to the
PKK/YPG, which claims to fight
against Daesh. The Pentagon
has termed the incident “regret-
table,” while the Turkish Foreign
Ministry said in a brief state-
ment last Friday that it lost the
drone “due to different technical
assessments of de-confliction
mechanism run by third parties.”
Erdogan said Turkish security
forces have been completely me-
ticulous to ensure nobody except
terrorists would be targeted dur-
ing the operation. “Yet, we could
not prevent this unpleasant or
‘regrettable’ incident (as the
United States described),” he
said. The president highlighted
that Tiirkiye’s counterterrorism
fight, which began 40 years ago,
was being carried out on “prin-
ciples,” and it was largely taken
beyond Turkish borders as part
of a strategy to eradicate the ter-
rorism at its source. “Inspired by
our state traditions of the past,
we adhere to international laws
in our fight against terrorism

beyond our borders. Tiirkiye did
not shed the blood of any inno-
cent people deliberately or did
not harm the dignity of people
in its counterterrorism fight. We
adhered to the same sensitivity
in our latest operations in Iraq
and Syria’s north. The first stage
of our operation targeting only
terrorists, their facilities and
places they used as sources of
revenue concluded successfully.
We have destroyed 194 targets

and neutralized 162 terrorists
since Oct. 1 in our army’s oper-
ations. Yet, like in every opera-
tion, our ally supporting the ter-
rorist group under the pretext of
the fight against Daesh emerged
as the biggest problem,” Erdo-
gan lamented.

The U.S. left its bases in north-
ern Syria after Tirkiye launched
its Peace Spring operation in Oc-
tober 2019 against the PKK/YPG,
concentrating its military near oil
fields. Washington, however, main-
tained its support for the terrorist
group. U.S. forces are active in
Hassakeh and Deir el-Zour, in
areas occupied by the terrorist
group and continuously send
supplies to those areas.

The PKK is designated a terror-
ist organization in the U.S., Tir-
kiye and the European Union.
Washington’s support for the ter-
rorist group in Syria has signifi-
cantly strained bilateral relations
with Ankara. The terrorist group
has used bases across Tiirkiye’s
border in northern Iraq and

northern Syria to plot and carry
out attacks on the country, work-
ing to create a terrorist corridor
along the borderline, threat-
ening both Syrian locals and
nearby Turkish residents. Since
2016, Ankara has been leading
counteroffensives against the
terrorist groups and striving to
establish a 30-kilometer-deep
(19-mile-deep) security line, for
which Russia and the U.S. com-
mitted to providing support in
October 2019. The same month,
Tiirkiye launched its Operation
Peace Spring against the PKK/
YPG and Daesh in northern Syr-
ia, with Washington promising
that the YPG would withdraw
from the region. The U.S. mili-
tary then evacuated all its bases
in the area, prioritizing station-
ing near oil fields. The continued
U.S. support, namely military
training and truckloads of equip-
ment, for the terrorist group,
has drawn the ire of its NATO
ally Tiirkiye on numerous occa-
sions. Thanks to U.S. help worth

millions of dollars, the YPG has
grown stronger in northeast
ern Syria, despite Washington’s
promises to Tiirkiye that it would
“consult and work closely” with
Ankara against Daesh and the
PKK. Erdogan said they have
called on the “powers” main-
taining relations with terrorist
groups in the region “for years”
to keep their military and in-
telligence elements away from
terrorists “so as they would not
be harmed in our operations.”
Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan
said earlier that Turkish security
forces were authorized to target
everything owned or controlled
by the PKK in Syria and Iraq.
“Everything belonging to the
PKK/YPG, from infrastructure to
energy facilities, in Syria and Iraq
are now legitimate targets of our
security forces,” he said during
a news conference on Oct. 4. Fi-
dan’s remarks came after the Oct.
1 terrorist attack by the PKK that
targeted the headquarters of Turk-
ish police in the capital.
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Briefs

PARIS: France has begun
withdrawing its troops from
Niger after being ordered
out of the West African na-
tion by the leaders of the
July coup that ousted the
pro-Paris president, the mil-
itary said Tuesday.

“The first troops have left,”
the spokesman of the French
chief of staff said, confirming
an announcement Monday
by Niger’s army, which said
that the 1,400-strong French
contingent would begin leav-
ing Tuesday, under escort
from Niger forces. A French
defenses source said a first
group of soldiers that were
considered priority for evac-
uation for health or human-
itarian reasons had already
flown out of Niger on Mon-
day. The pullout comes hot
on the heels of the departure
of France’s ambassador to
Niamey who was also forced
out by the leaders of the July
coup that toppled President
Mohamed Bazoum.

It is the fourth time in un-
der two years that French
troops have suffered the
humiliation of being forced
out of a former African col-
ony, coming after Mali, the
Central African Republic
and Burkina Faso.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron had initially
resisted demands by Niger’s
coup leaders to withdraw
his troops and ambassador
to Niamey, arguing that only
the ousted Bazoum had the
authority to make such a
request. In late September
however, he announced both
the ambassador and the
troops were coming home
after months of anti-French
protests. Ambassador Syl
vain Itte returned to Paris on
September 27. - Agencies

Khamenei
denies
involvement in

Hamas attack

TEHRAN: Supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
Tuesday denied any Irani-
an involvement in Hamas’s
shock weekend attack on
Israel despite its strong
support for the Palestin-
ian militant group. “The
supporters of the Zionist
regime (Israel) and some
people in the usurping re-
gime have been spreading
rumours over the past two
or three days, including that
Islamic Iran was behind this
action. They are wrong,”
Khamenei said in a speech
at a military academy.

“Of course, we defend Pal-
estine, we defend the strug-
gles,” he added, urging “the
whole Islamic world” to
“support the Palestinians.”
Khamenei said Israel has
suffered an “irreparable fail-
ure” on both “military and
intelligence” fronts. “Every-
one has spoken of the fail-
ure, I put the emphasise on
its irreparability,” he said.
Iran took the lead on Satur-
day in celebrating the Ha-
mas assault in which at least
1,500 gunmen stormed the
border before carrying out
a bloody rampage through
Israeli communities that
left more than 900 dead.
The Israeli army said it
was the single deadliest
event in the nation’s histo-
ry, and has responded with
a ferocious bombardment
of Gaza where officials say
at least 687 people have
been killed. - APP

Alvi calls for equal opportunity
for all political parties

President Alvi also stressed the importance of political, institutional,
and stakeholder unity to address the nation’s challenges, including
econom1c ones, advocating for coop and forgiveness over bitterness

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi, on
Tuesday, underscored the importance of
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providing every political party with the
opportunity to participate in the upcoming
general elections, stating that “democracy
becomes meaningless if people are not able
to elect leaders of their choice.”

These remarks were made during a meet-
ing with former federal minister and Sen-
ator Muhammad Ali Durrani, who called
upon the president here at the Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr. President Alvi insisted that the upcom-

ing general elections must adhere to the
principles of being free, fair, transparent,
and inclusive. He emphasised the need for
all political parties and their leadership to
have equal opportunities in the electoral
process, a move aimed at strengthening de-
mocracy in the country.

President Alvi also stressed the importance
of political, institutional, and stakeholder
unity to address the nation’s challenges,
including economic ones, advocating for co-
operation and forgiveness over bitterness.
He stated that difficult decisions should
have the support of the people and their
participative ownership. President Alvi
viewed the forthcoming general elections
as an opportunity to infuse vibrancy into
the nation’s rebuilding efforts.
Furthermore, he praised the unified stance
of political leaders on the issue of inclusiv-
ity, recognising it as the essence of democ-
racy. Earlier, Imran Khan's sister Aleema
Khan had claimed that incarcerated former
prime minister was deeply disappointed
and unhappy with President Alvi.

Aleema, while talking to the media af-
ter appearing before an Anti-Terrorism
Court in the May 9 riots case earlier this
month, said during a meeting with her
brother languishing in Adiala jail, the
PTI chairman expressed profound regret
and disappointment in President Alvi’s
“failure to fulfil his constitutional duty of
announcing the election date during this
crucial time for the nation”.

Poland's top
army generals
fquit ahead of key

WARSAW: Poland’s two highestranking
military officers have resigned days before
a key election and amid the war in neigh-
bouring Ukraine. The army’s Chief of Gen-
eral Staff, Gen Rajmund Andrzejczak, and
Operational Commander Gen Tomasz Pi-
otrowski gave no reason for their decision.
Media reports say they are worried about
attempts by the right-wing government to
politicise the military ahead of Sunday’s
general elections. The government denies
the claim. It also rejects accusations by Po-
land’s opposition and the European Union
that it is politicising the country’s judiciary
and curbing media freedoms. “General Ra-
jmund Andrzejczak submitted his resigna-
tion... on Monday,” his spokeswoman Col
Joanna Klejszmit told the AFP news agen-
cy. “Like any soldier, he’s entitled to resign
without giving a reason,” she added.

Gen Piotrowski also tendered his resig-
nation. The daily Rzeczpospolita - one of
Poland’s leading newspapers - reported
that the two generals were in conflict with
Defence Minister Mariusz Blaszczak about
the politicisation of the military and a row
over a Russian cruise missile over Poland
late last year. In May, Mr Blaszczak, said
Gen Piotrowski failed to inform him last
December that the unarmed missile had
entered Polish airspace from Belarus
and flown hundreds of kilometres before
crashing in a forest. - Agencies

Shusha hosts 27th
meeting of COM-ECO

Caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani along with
foreign ministers of other member states attend the meeting

DNA

SHUSHA: The 27th meeting of the Council of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) has today
kicked off in Shusha under the chairmanship
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The foreign
ministers of Azerbaijan, Tiirkiye, Kazakhstan,
Pakistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and other

officials participate in the event. Azerbaijan’s
Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayramov read out
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev’s address to the participants. During
the meeting, the opening speech and state-
ment of Azerbaijan's Foreign Minister Jey-
hun Bayramov, statements of representatives
of member and observer countries, interna-
tional partners and specialized organizations
of the ECO will be heard as well as other

issues on the agenda of the meeting will be
discussed. The Economic Cooperation Or-
ganization, as an intergovernmental organ-
ization, was founded in 1985 by Tiirkiye,
Iran and Pakistan. On November 28, 1992,
7 countries joined the ECO, and now the
organization unites 10 member countries:
Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Iran, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Tajik-
istan, Tiirkiye and Turkmenistan.

Afghanistan quakes "killed
or injured" over 4,000

The violent earthquakes
struck Afghanistan’s Herat
Province and neighbouring

areas on Saturday after-
noon, with the first tremor

occurring at around 11:10
local time (0640 GMT)

KABUL: The casualties from the deadly
earthquakes that hit western Afghanistan
on Saturday have killed or injured more
than 4,000 people, according to officials.

Additionally, about 2,000 houses have been
completely destroyed in the two 6.2-mag-

nitude earthquakes, said the Afghanistan
National Disaster Management Authority
(ANDMA) on Monday. During a press con-
ference in Kabul on Monday, Mullah Saiq,
spokesman for ANDMA, said: “So far, the
statistics we have received regarding casu-
alties are unfortunately exceeding 4,000
people. “According to our data, in about
20 villages, approximately 1,980 to 2,000
houses have completely collapsed.”

The violent earthquakes struck Afghani-
stan’s Herat Province and neighbouring
areas on Saturday afternoon, with the first
tremor occurring at around 11:10 local
time (0640 GMT), Reuters reported.
Following the disaster, a total of more than
1,000 rescuers in 35 rescue teams from

KSA attempting to control

different institutions are carrying out re-
lief efforts in the affected areas, said the
spokesman. The quakes claimed at least
2,400 lives and injured many more, accord-
ing to the Taliban government, proving to
be among the deadliest in the world this
year after tremors in Turkey and Syria,
where an estimated 50,000 people died.

Mohammad Hasan Akhund, Afghan-
istan’s acting prime minister, led a
group of officials to visit the affected
region in Herat Province on Monday.
Moreover, China on Sunday provided
the Afghan Red Crescent with 200,000
US dollars in cash as emergency hu-
manitarian assistance to aid its rescue
and disaster relief efforts. - Agencies

Lahore
schools,
markets to
remain closed
due to smog

DNA

LAHORE: All private and
government schools along
with markets would re-
main closed on Wednesday
until further notice, said
officials. In an effort to
combat the alarming levels
of smog and air pollution
that have blanketed the
provincial capital in recent
days, Commissioner Lahore
Muhammad Ali Randha-
wa held a crucial meeting
with a delegation of trad-
ers. During the meeting,
it was collectively decided
to close schools, markets,
government, and private in-
stitutions every Wednesday
“until further notice”. Ef-
fective immediately, Lahore
will witness a full shutdown
every Wednesday.

School administrations have
been directed to ensure
that staff members work
from home on Wednesdays,
allowing for a smoother
transition to the new sched-
ule. Banks, private institu-
tions, clubs, and hotels are
also expected to adhere to
the Wednesday shutdown.
This means schools, mar-
kets, government offices,
and private institutions will
remain closed. The decision
is primarily aimed at reduc-
ing vehicular emissions and
industrial activities on a
designated day of the week
to alleviate air pollution.

ECP reserves
ruling on
Imran’s
chairmanship

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has reserved
its ruling on plea seeking
removal of PTI chief from
party’s chairmanship and
withdrawing bat from the
party as an election sym-
bol for contesting polls. A
fiveemember commission
of the top election body of
the country heard the plea
seeking removal of PTI
chief from party chairman-
ship. Petitioner Khalid
Mehmood Khan’s coun-
sel appeared before the
commission. During the
proceedings, petitioner’s
counsel said PTI chair-
man had been convicted
in Toshakhana case. He
said in case of Nawaz Sha-
rif an order was issued
by the Supreme Court.
Member Election Com-
mission from Sindh asked
what clauses Election Act
had in this regard.

Myanmar: 29 killed in
artillery strike on camp

YANGON: At least 29 people, including children, have been killed in an ar-
tillery strike on a displaced persons camp in north-east Myanmar, near the
Chinese border. The camp is in an area controlled by the Kachin Independ-
ence Organisation (KIO), one of several ethnic insurgent groups which
have been fighting for self-rule for many decades. All the victims were ci-
vilians, a KIO spokesman told the media. It is one the deadliest attacks in
the 63 year-long conflict in Kachin State. Kachin officials say the armed
forces have scaled up attacks on KIO-run areas over the past year because
of growing Kachin support for other insurgent groups fighting the military
government. Much of Myanmar has been embroiled in a wider civil war
since a 2021 military coup displaced the country’s elected government.
The military has increasingly used air strikes against opposition-con-
trolled towns and villages since seizing power. The exiled National
Unity Government (NUG) has blamed the junta for the attack on the
camp, describing it as a “war crime and crime against humanity”. Junta
spokesman Major General Zaw Min Tun denied that the military was
behind the attack. He claimed the army does not have any operations in
the area and said the destruction was “probably” caused by stockpiled
explosives. Images shared by local media showed bodies being pulled
from the rubble and dozens of body bags lying side by side. — Agencies
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ongoing clashes: MBS

RIYADH: Saudi Arabi is taking steps 1o manage e confict | gra@1-Gaza conflict Shows
[P ' s H
US ‘failure’ in ME: Putin

mad Bin Salman (MBS), who spoke with Palestinian President
Mahmud Abbas on Tuesday, days after Hamas launched a sur-
prise attack on Tel Aviv. Saudi media reports that, during their
conversation, MBS expressed his solidarity with the Palestiniin MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin said
people and assured Abbas that his country continues “to stand Tuesday the Israel-Gaza conflict showed the “fail-
by the Palestinian people to achieve their legitimate rights to ure” of Washington’s Middle East policy and called
a decent life, achieve their hopes and aspirations, and achieve the creation of “an independent sovereign Palestini-
just and lasting peace.” Over 1,000 people were killed in the an state” a “necessity.” The Russian leader made the
occupied land as a result of the surprise attack, which Hamas comments while meeting Iraq’s Prime Minister Mo-
conducted early on Saturday. Israel announced an unprecedent- hammed Shia Al-Sudani in Moscow, days after Hamas
ed embargo of the Gaza Strip in an effort to stop the delivery of launched a massive attack on Israel. “I think many
food and gasoline to the war-torn Palestinians. Israel’s foreign people would agree with me that it’s a clear exam-
ministry said that at least 1,000 Israelis have been killed, while ple of the failure of US politics in the Middle East,”
Palestine’s health ministry said that the number of martyrs Putin said. He spoke of the “necessity to implement
rose to 687, according to AFP. The spiralling violence kicked the decisions of the UN Security Council on the
off amid speculation that Saudi Arabia, which has never rec- creation of an independent sovereign Palestinian
ognised Israel, would agree to normalise ties as part of a deal state.” Putin said the US had “tried to monopolize
in which it would obtain security guarantees from the United regulating (the conflict) but, unfortunately, were
States as well as assistance in developing a civilian nuclear pro- not preoccupied with looking for compromises that
would be acceptable for both sides.” The West had
“not taken into account the fundamental interests
of the Palestinian people,” he said. — Agencies
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gramme. However, MBS told Fox News last month that the
Palestinian issue was “very important” for Saudi Arabia, home
to the holiest sites in Islam in Mecca and Medina. - Agencies
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