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Salah condemns 
Israeli brutality 
in besieged Gaza

6 terrorists
killed, 

4 soldiers
martyred
Staff RepoRt

RAWALPINDI: Six terror-
ists including a high-value 
target named Hazrat Zam-
an alias Khawarey Mullah 
have been killed by secu-
rity forces in an operation 
at general area of Ghary-
oum in North Waziristan 
district, ARY News report-
ed quoting ISPR
According to the Inter 
Services Public Rela-
tions, the ringleader was 
actively involved in mul-
tiple terrorist activities 
in the area and was high-
ly wanted by the law en-
forcement agencies.
However, three military 
personnel including Lance 
Naik Tabbasum UI Haq, 
Sepoy Naeem Akhtar and 
Sepoy Abdul Hameed also 
embraced shahadat while 
fighting gallantly against 
terrorists.
In another operation at 
general area of Asman 
Manza in South Waziristan 
District, Sepoy Farman Ali 
also embraced shahadat in 
the line of duty. Sanitiza-
tion is being carried out 
to eliminate any terrorists 
found in the area.
In a statement, the ISPR 
said that security forces 
are determined to wipe 
out the menace of ter-
rorism from the country 
and such sacrifices of our 
brave soldiers further 
strengthen our resolve.
Earlier, two Pakistan 
Army soldiers were mar-
tyred and as many ter-
rorists killed in separate 
gun battles in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa’s North and 
South Waziristan districts.
According to a statement 
issued by Inter-Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), 
two separate gun bat-
tles took place between 
Pakistan Army soldiers 
and the terrorists in 
North and South Wa-
ziristan districts.
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PM Kakar hails 
Pak-China relations 
as ‘made in heaven’

BEIJING: Caretaker PM Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar meets with Chinese President Xi Jinping. – DNA

“Pakistan will not take an inch back when 
it comes to our relations with China,” 
he remarked as the two leaders met to 

discuss the bilateral and regional matters

Briefs

Pak “disappointed”
over outcome of
UNSC’s meeting

MahnooR anSaR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday expressed its 
disappointment over the results of the emergen-
cy meeting of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) held on Wednesday and called for an imme-
diate end to the bombardment and inhumane block-
ade of Gaza. “We are nationally disappointed by the 
results of the UNSC debate. The Security Council 
should play its designated role to bring an immedi-
ate end to the bombardment and blockade leading 
to a humanitarian catastrophe,” the Foreign Office 
spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said in her 
weekly press briefing. The spokesperson was refer-
ring to the use of veto power by the United States 
at the UN Security Council to block a resolution 
calling for Israel to allow humanitarian corridors 
into the Gaza Strip, a pause in the fighting and the 
lifting of an order for civilians to leave the north of 
the besieged territory. China, Russia and the UAE 
had convened the meeting to discuss the worsen-
ing situation in Gaza. The resolution, sponsored by 
Brazil, had wide support and would have also con-
demned all violence against civilians. The vote in 
the 15-member Council was 12 votes in favour to 
one (United States) against, with Russia and  Chi-
na abstaining. She said Pakistan did not believe in 
escalation but rather wanted a ceasefire and cessa-
tion of hostilities and called upon the international 

Continued on Page 06

Aerial exercise Indus Shield-2023

Army Chief lauds 
PAF professionalism
Air Chief all praise for the utmost support  

extended by General Syed Asim Munir
CentReline RepoRt

RAWALPINDI,: General Syed Asim Mu-
nir, NI (M) Chief of Army Staff (COAS), 
visited an operational air base of Pakistan 
Air Force to witness the on-going aerial ex-
ercise Indus Shield-2023.  The Air Chiefs 
of Türkiye, Azerbaijan and Hungary were 
also among the distinguished guests who 
witnessed PAF’s 14 nation mega air exer-
cise. On his arrival, COAS was received by 
Air Chief Marshal, Zaheer Ahmed Baber 
Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air 

Force. Later, he was introduced to the 
foreign dignitaries and Principal Staff 
Officers of Pakistan Air Force. Chief of 
Army Staff, along with esteemed foreign 
dignitaries, received a comprehensive 
briefing on the training facility of the 
Air Power Center of Excellence and the 
extensive scope of the exercise which 
is aimed at consolidating modern con-
cepts of aerial warfare, fostering mutual 
cooperation and enhancing interopera-
bility among the participating air forces. 

Continued on Page 06

Israeli barbarity
claims more lives

newS DeSk

GAZA: Dozens were killed and many others injured today 
in the Israeli strikes at homes and buildings in various 
areas of the Gaza Strip. Palestinian media reported an 
occupation aircraft fired missiles at the Odeh house east 
of Jabaliya refugee camp killing a number of people and 
wounding others who were transferred to the Indone-
sian hospital. A number of the injured are still under 
the rubble, and paramedics, rescuers and people are 
trying to extract them. Several others were killed 
and others were injured in an Israeli bombing that 
targeted a house belonging to the al-Hassi family in 
the town of Jabaliya in the northern Gaza Strip.
A number of people were also killed and others were injured in 
the bombing of a house for the Hassouna family in the Shujai-
ya neighborhood, and another for the Muhaisen family in the 
Sheikh Radwan neighborhood in Gaza City. The Israeli occu-
pation warplanes also targeted two homes for the Mukhaymar 
family in Khan Younis and its camp in the south of the Gaza 
Strip, leaving a number of people killed and wounded. Pales-
tinian media reported several people were killed and others 
were injured in an Israeli bombing of a house belonging to 
the Duhair family in the city of Rafah, while others from the 
al-Zard family were killed shortly after a warplane bombed a 
house on al-Wahda Street in the center of Gaza City.
He pointed out that the Israeli warplanes targeted a house 
in the Sheikh Radwan neighborhood, north of Gaza City, 
which led to the death of a number of those inside it. One 
person was also killed and others were injured in the bomb-
ing of the Abu Sido family, northwest of Gaza City, and the 
bombing of a house for the Abu Sbitan family in the town 
of Beit Lahia, which led to the death of a number of people 
and the injury of others. Israeli occupation aircraft also de-
stroyed the 14-story al-Andalus Tower in the Karama area 
northwest of Gaza, in addition to three residential towers in 
al-Zahraa City in the south. The Israeli occupation planes, 
boats, battleships, and artillery continue to bomb civilian 

Continued on Page 06

As Israel's genocide in the Gaza Strip 
continues, the death toll climbed to over 

3,700 victims, mostly women and children 

khayaM abbaSi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi visited 
the Embassy of Palestine here on Thursday 
and expressed solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people who are being subjected to 
indiscriminate killings by Israel. The pres-
ident urged the international community 
to condemn Israel’s brutalities and its dis-

proportionate reaction which claimed lives 
of thousands of innocent people. Dr Alvi 
called for an immediate ceasefire and the 
opening up of a humanitarian corridor to 
send aid to the people lacking food, electric-
ity and water. The president met Palestini-
an Ambassador in Islamabad Ahmed Jawad 
Rabei and expressed solidarity with the 

Continued on Page 06

Alvi calls for ceasefire, 
visits Palestine embassy

9 killed in West Bank raids

Nawaz's arrest 
warrant suspended 
in Toshakhana case
The IHC announced the verdict, restraining 
the authorities from arresting Nawaz on his 
return to country on Saturday (October 21)
Mehtab piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: All the 
legal hurdles were re-
moved on Thursday in 
the smooth return of 
former prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif after he 
was granted protective bail in two graft cases 
while his arrest warrant in the Toshakhana 
case was suspended by an accountability 
court. The Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) supremo had approached the Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) for bail in Al-Azi-
zia and Avenfield references which approved 
the pleas, granting bail till October 24. The 
IHC announced the verdict, restraining 
the authorities from arresting Nawaz Sha-
rif on his return to the country on Satur-
day (October 21). The high court said the 

Continued on Page 06

Nawaz touches 
down in Dubai

ali fuRqan/Voa
DUBAI: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz Sha-
rif has landed in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), ahead of his much-an-
ticipated return to Pakistan. The three-
time prime minister is set to return 
to Pakistan on October 21 (Saturday) 
after spending four years in self-exile 
in London after being allowed to trav-
el despite being sentenced to prison. 
His arrival comes after a few hours 
of delay as he was held up in Jed-
dah, Saudi Arabia, for an important 

Continued on Page 06

Dna

BEIJING: Caretaker Prime Minister An-
waar-ul-Haq Kakar on Thursday, calling the 
bilateral partnership made in “heaven”, 
said that Pakistan blindly trusted China and 
that the country would not allow anything 
to undermine the bilateral strategic part-
nership. The prime minister, in his opening 
remarks while meeting with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, said Pakistan firmly sup-
ported One China policy and would show 
it through its actions, not mere words. The 
meeting took place on the sidelines of the 
Third Belt and Road Forum, attended by 
leadership and representatives of around 
140 nations. “Pakistan will not take an inch 
back when it comes to our relations with 
China,” he remarked as the two leaders 
met to discuss the bilateral and regional 
matters. President Xi warmly received the 

prime minister as he arrived to hold the 
meeting accompanied by his delegation 
members, including Shamshad Akhtar, 
Sarfaraz Bugti, Gohar Ejaz and others. The 
prime minister thanked the Chinese lead-
er for inviting him to attend the “historic” 
Belt and Road Forum and also congratulat-
ed him for the “resounding” success of the 
event. He said President Xi’s address at the 
Forum was “profound, deep and visionary”, 
which offered a lot of opportunities for the 
countries like Pakistan. “I used to hear the 
phrases of (Pak-China friendship) ‘sweater 
than honey’ and ‘iron clad brotherhood’, 
but I realise that this moment is for Paki-
stan when you say ‘when China does well, 
the rest of the world does well.’ “This is the 
moment for Pakistan to come and seize the 
opportunity,” he remarked. He said eight 
proposals President Xi had put forth at 

Continued on Page 06

SM Zafar 
passes 

away at 93
DNA

LAHORE: Renowned law-
yer and for-
mer federal 
law minister 
S.M. Zafar 
passed away 
after a pro-

tracted illness on Thurs-
day. He was 93.  S.M. Zafar 
was the father of known 
advocate and Senator 
Barrister Ali Zafar. The 
late Zafar also remained a 
senator.  Born on Dec 6, 
1930, in Rangoon, Burma, 
S.M. Zafar was a senior 
advocate and a former law 
minister. He was also an 
accomplished author and 
penned numerous books.  
He contributed articles on 
both national and interna-
tional matters in local and 
foreign publications.

‘Murder of 
justice and 
law’: PTI
Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: PTI outright 
rejected the 
IHC and the 
Accountabil-
ity Court’s 
acceptance 
of pleas 

granting protective bail to 
the fugitive, liar and convict-
ed PML-N supremo in the 
country’s biggest graft cases 
by trampling the constitution 
and laws. PTI spokesperson 
termed the courts’ decision 
of grating protective bail to 
the certified corrupt Nawaz 
Sharif as the ‘darkest day’.
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nuSRat khan

The situation in Paki-
stan at the moment 
requires improve-

ment on an urgent basis, 
every informed Pakistani 

knows that the country is 
facing not one but many 
crises, the biggest crisis 
being the economic one. 
The irony is that those in 
power are unwilling to as-
sess the seriousness of the 
situation or their ability 
to improve the country, in 
fact they seem unwilling to 
learn anything from histo-
ry. For example, the com-
mon man from Khabeer to 
Karachi is asking whether 
the problems of this coun-
try will be solved after 
Mian Nawaz Sharif be-
comes the Prime Minister 
for the fourth time. Why 
are we ignorantly denying 

this fact? Who does not re-
member the performance 
of Shahbaz Sharif for about 
16 months, can anyone 
tell me when Nawaz Sha-
rif made Pakistan an ide-
al state when he was the 
prime minister for three 
times. Today the people of 
Pakistan will know exactly 
who has been running Pa-
kistan for decades, the way 
the former prime minister 
is in jail and the people of 
his party are being isolated 
is an open secret. The won-
der is that we keep repeat-
ing the same experiment 
and expecting different 
results. The fact is that the 

development of Pakistan 
is related to a democratic 
system that is free from all 
forms of oppression, why 
are we not thinking that 
India and Bangladesh are 
developing rapidly due to 
true democracy. On the 
other hand, the world sit-
uation is getting worse, 
the continuous bombing of 
Gaza by Israel has created 
anxiety and anxiety in the 
world, no one knows when 
the third world war will 
start in the Middle East. In 
this background, it is very 
important that we promote 
political consensus and 
unity in our country, let 

our true rulers know that 
economic stability only 
comes as a result of polit-
ical stability. Therefore, if 
there is an attempt to get 
favorable results in the up-
coming general elections, 
there will be no economic 
stability in the country, it 
is time to give up impor-
tant personal and group 
interests. This is the only 
solution if we have to im-
prove the lives of our 26 
Crore Pakistanis, other-
wise the conditions of the 
country will deteriorate 
from bad to worse with no 
one else to blame but our 
empowered people.

Pakistan at the crossroads of history
This is the only solution if we have to improve the lives of our 26 Crore Pakistanis, 
otherwise the conditions of the country will deteriorate from bad to worse with no 

one else to blame but our empowered people

ISLAMABAD : Girls Activists of Muslim Tulba Mahaz holds placards and Palestinian Flags during protest rally from Aabpara Chowk to United Nations 
Office for showing solidarity with the oppressed Muslims of the Philistine and to shake the dead consciousness of Muslims Ummah.— ONLINE 

Delegation of Sikh 
pilgrims calls on CM Naqvi

The Sikh pilgrims thanked CM Mohsin Naqvi on looking after  
religious places of the Sikh community at Lahore

Dna

LAHORE : A delegation of Sikh 
pilgrims coming from America and 
other countries met with Caretak-
er Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin 
Naqvi at CM office here on Thurs-
day. The Sikh pilgrims thanked 
CM Mohsin Naqvi on looking after 
religious places of the Sikh com-
munity at Lahore, Nankana Sahib, 
Hassan Abdal and Kartarpur.
The CM while taking to the dele-
gation of Sikh pilgrims said, “We 
are trying to provide visa on arriv-
al to the Sikh pilgrims on arriving 

to Pakistan. I have talked with the 
federal government in this regard 
and will give you good news soon.” 
A community centre will be estab-
lished for the Sikh community at 
Nankana Sahib, he added. He said, 
“We are introducing a special tours 
package in Punjab for the Sikh pil-
grims,” adding that Tourism de-
partment is giving a final shape to 
this package in this regard. He said 
that the Sikh pilgrims can avail on-
line booking of this package. “I am 
pleased that youths are also part of 
the delegation of Sikh pilgrims, he 
said and added that Sikh pilgrims 
will be fully taken care and will be 

provided great hospitality.
The CM said that Sikh pilgrims can 
come to Pakistan whenever they 
feel like and will not face any sort 
of difficulty or problem. The wa-
ter of the Janam Asthan of Baba 
Guru Nanak at Nankana Sahib 
will be given to the Sikh pilgrims 
after packing, he said and added 
that the number of days which 
the Sikh pilgrims stay, ‘we will 
provide them love and care’.
Chief Secretary Punjab Zahid 
Aktar Zaman welcomed the del-
egation of Sikh pilgrims with the 
slogan “Gee Ayan Nou”. He stat-
ed that executive tours are being 

arranged for the Sikh pilgrims in 
Punjab.
The Sikh pilgrims presented a 
traditional chadar to CM Mohsin 
Naqvi.
Darshan Singh said that one can 
hardly imagine the respect and 
love which is given to them in 
Punjab.
The delegation of Sikh pilgrims 
while expressing their views on 
this occasion said that they can-
not forget the love and care which 
they received in Punjab. They 
could never imagine that the Pun-
jab government would give them 
such an amount of love and care. 

They felt familiar and comforta-
ble after coming to Punjab. CM 
Mohsin Naqvi and his team great-
ly looked after us and showed us 
a warm hospitality, they added. 
“We thank CM Mohsin Naqvi and 
his team for taking proper care of 
the Gurdwaras.”
Provincial Ministers Azfar Ali 
Nasir, Amir Mir, Chief Secretary, 
IG Police, Additional Secretary 
Home, Secretaries of Tourism, 
Auqaf, Information, Commission-
er Lahore, DGPR, Deputy Com-
missioner Lahore and concerned 
officials were also present on the 
occasion.

Long absent teachers 
shouldn’t serve education : DC

Dna

HYDERABAD : Teachers 
absent from their duties for 
long periods have no right 
to serve in the education 
department, this was stated 
by Deputy Commissioner 
Zahid Hussain Rind while 
chairing a meeting of the Dis-
trict Education Reform Over-
sight Committee at Darbar 
Hall. DC instructed officials 
of the education department 
to initiate strict legal action 
against such teachers and 

staff and take steps to spare 
them from jobs so that eligi-
ble teachers could be given 
jobs to capable teachers. 
DC said that absent teachers 
are doing jobs in other coun-
ties and are drawing salaries 
from here and their salaries 
should be stopped. 
DC said that absent for long 
periods teachers should be 
spared from jobs and a letter 
in this regard shall be written 
to the Secretary Education.  
DC said that steps be taken to 
facilitate schools lacking nec-
essary basic facilities. He said 

that taluka Education Officials 
shall bound all headmasters of 
their tehsil schools to spend 
SMC funds on schools on a 
merit basis. He said that in 
case obstacles are created by 
any person any teacher of the 
concerned school can lodge 
a complaint against him for 
registration of a case.  DC said 
that registration girl and boy 
students of government schools 
shall be carried those who 
are not receiving scholarship 
amount as announced by Sindh 
Government. DC warned that 
in case of negligence in this 

regard the headmaster would 
face action.  He said that the 
Chief Monitoring Officer and 
Assistant Commissioners of 
all tehsils would visit schools 
on a daily basis and would 
check the attendance of teach-
ers and students with the 
standard of education of the 
school and facilities provided 
there.  DC said that Tempo-
rary Literacy Centers would 
be set up where school build-
ings are damaged or in dilap-
idated condition to prevent 
the education process from 
deteriorating. 

ISLAMABAD  : Tahir Javed, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister of State, meeting with Turkish 
Ambassador, Mehmet Pacaci, for bilateral investment talks at the BOI office.DNA

$100 billion climate 
pledge unmet: SDPI

LAHORE : Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) Deputy Executive Direc-
tor Dr Shafqat Munir said on Thursday that the Global North had pledged to mobilise 
US$100 billion for climate action for the developing countries by 2020, but the pledge re-
mains unfulfilled yet. With climate change affecting countries indiscriminately, climate financ-
ing from the Global North has become a far-fetched dream. “In this situation, the developing 
countries must take responsibility of their own future, harness indigenous solutions and 
mobilize local funding to combat the climate crisis,” he stressed. He expressed these 
remarks while shedding light on the climate financing issues during a concluding panel 
discussion here at a local hotel on Thursday. The panel debate was organised by the 
SDPI, in collaboration with Oxfam Pakistan, on “Increasing Climatic Resilience in Punjab 
and Launch of Research Studies on Climate Issues.” Discussing national policy instru-
ments on climate action, Dr Shafqat Munir urged that National Adaptation Plan must 
be referred while PC1 projects are developed for concerted national climate action and 
bridge the financing gap by leveraging local financing. He further added that the Action 
Plan identifies financing avenues linking it to the mid-term budgetary framework.—DNA

PEC hold 
contests 

among CERT 
teams

FAISALABAD : The Pun-
jab Emergency Service 
(Rescue-1122) organised 
inter-union council com-
petitions among teams of 
Community Emergency 
Response Teams (CERT) 
here on Thursday. Accord-
ing to a spokesperson, Res-
cue-1122 imparted training 
to community teams about 
how to cope with the situa-
tion in emergency or natu-
ral calamities. The contests 
included medical trauma, 
fire fighting, dead body 
management, search and 
rescue and water rescue. 
Rescue Safety Officer Mu-
hammad Shahid supervised 
the contests while Emer-
gency Officer Operations 
Engr Tariq Mahmood and 
others were also present on 
the occasion. Earlier, such 
competitions were held at 
tehsil level. The winning 
teams later took part in the 
contest held at rescue head 
office Faisalabad.—APP

Exports 
increase by 
25.54% to 
over Rs 2 

trillion in Q1
ISLAMABAD: The exports 
from the country in the 
rupee term witnessed an 
increase of 25.54 percent 
during the first quarter 
(Q1) of the current fiscal 
year as compared to the 
corresponding period of last 
year, the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported. 
Exports during July-Septem-
ber (2023-24) were recorded 
at Rs.2,013,533 million as 
against Rs.1,603,869 million 
during the corresponding 
period of last year, showing 
an increase of 25.54 percent, 
according to provisional data 
released by PBS. On a year-
on-year basis, the exports 
during September 2023 
increased by 31.27 percent 
and were recorded at Rs. 
737,295 million compared to 
the exports of Rs.561,643 mil-
lion in September 2022.—APP

FDA to 
auction 199 

domestic
Dna

FAISALABAD : The Faisal-
abad Development Author-
ity (FDA) will auction its 
199 domestic and commer-
cial properties here on Oc-
tober 25. These properties 
included 99 mohalla shops, 
47 plots in commercial 
center in Ahmad Nagar, 8 
shops in commercial center 
in Millat Town, 6 plots 
measuring 3.5-marla and 
6-marla in A and C blocks 
of Millat Town. At least 
19 shops in upper ground 
floor, 16 shops in lower 
ground floor of Gulistan 
plaza, Millat Road Gulistan 
Colony and 9.3-kanal land 
adjacent to hockey stadium 
will also be leased out on 
the same date. The plots 
allocated for utility purpos-
es -- health and education 
facilities measuring 1 to 6 
kanal in 14 different hous-
ing schemes will also be 
auctioned.

LESCO chief 
reviews  
progress

Dna 

LAHORE : Lahore Electric 
Supply Company (LESCO) 
Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Engineer Shahid 
Haider has examined the 
O&M (T&G) Department’s 
performance review report 
on system up-gradation and 
strengthening of LESCO 
transmission system.
During the review meet-
ing here at LESCO Head-
quarter on Thursday, the 
CEO said that reforms are 
ongoing across the region 
to improve the electricity 
transmission system so as 
to provide better facili-
ties to customers. In this 
regard, the GSO (Grid 
System Operation) teams 
under the supervision of 
the Chief Engineer O&M 
(T&G) are carrying out 
numerous tasks to keep 
the system fully stable and 
robust apart from annual 
maintenance and develop-
ment works.
The teams of GSO cir-
cle completed the repair 
work of 132 kV system 
of LESCO in October 
this year. These works 
included replacement of 
CT, battery bank, relay, 
outgoing panel, and re-
pair of thermo vision hot-
spots at 63 places; check-
ing of kWh meters of B-4 
connections; installation 
of one new power trans-
former; one power trans-
former was upgraded; 
fire fighting rehearsal 
and safety seminar were 
conducted; washing of 
disc insulators, replace-
ment of bad disc insu-
lators, replacement of 
jumpers, repair and re-
placement of conductors; 
identifying and rectifying 
faults most important on 
transmission line and 
transformers; cleaning 
the control room and 
its panels. Apart from 
these works, the meeting 
was informed that notic-
es were also sent to the 
houses which are illegally 
constructed under 132kV 
line. Chief Engineer O&M 
(T&G) said that system 
improvement work is go-
ing on, and the LESCO 
management appreciates 
the performance of all 
the field staff.
CEO Shahid Haider said 
that LESCO is working 
hard towards its target 
of eliminating all the ob-
stacles facing the system 
and LESCO has taken 
many concrete steps to 
make the system more 
robust and better, due 
to which customers were 
being supplied uninter-
rupted electricity.
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Police net 
over 835 

drug dealers 
on recovery 

of over 771 kg 
charras

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
district police have arrested 
over 835 big drug dealers in 
a grand operation launched 
on the special directives of 
Chief Minister Punjab, said 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Rawalpindi, Syed Khalid 
Hamdani.  In the crack-
down, over 771 hashish, 
over eight kg heroin, Ice 
drug and more than 1640 
liters alcohol were recov-
ered during 50 days, he said 
and appreciated the efforts 
of police teams for clearing 
the drug pockets from their 
respective areas. 
He informed that about 300 
drug addicts held from the 
drug pockets of Nulla Lai 
and its surroundings were 
shifted to the hospital for 
medical treatment. 
Along with the arrest of 
drug dealers, the treatment 
of drug addicts is also im-
portant, he added. 
“Efforts are also being made 
to make the drug addicts a 
useful part of the society 
and we thank the district 
administration for their sup-
port,” the CPO said. The 
drug supply network was 
broken, he informed.  The 
CPO also urged the citizens 
to come forward and play 
a role in the elimination of 
the drugs.—APP

15 drug 
peddlers 

netted with 
11 kg charras
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
police in an action against 
suspected drug peddlers 
conducted raids in different 
areas and rounded up 15 
accused on recovery of over 
11 kg charras.  According to 
a police spokesman, Saddar 
Wah police held Amir for 
having 3010 grams char-
ras while Hassan was sent 
behind bars on recovery of 
520 grams charras. Man-
dra police recovered 1400 
grams charras from the pos-
session of Imran and 320 
grams charras from Hanif.
Airport police also netted 
Yaqoob for carrying 1250 
grams charras, Younas 
with 560 grams charras 
and Muazam for having 530 
grams charras.
Similarly, Waris Khan, 
Naseerabad, Taxila, and 
Dhamial police conducted 
raids and rounded up Awais, 
Iftikhar, Shakeel, Khalid, 
Zahir Shah, Waqas, Babar, 
and Zulfiqar and recovered 
a total of 4110 grams char-
ras from their possession.
Separate cases have been 
registered against all ac-
cused while further investi-
gations are underway. 
City Police Officer, Rawal-
pindi had directed the po-
lice officers to accelerate 
ongoing operations against 
drug peddlers, bootleggers 
and other lawbreakers, he 
added.—APP

20 more 
dengue cases 
reported in 
24 hours

RAWALPINDI: As many as 
20 more dengue cases were 
reported in Rawalpindi dur-
ing the last 24 hours, rais-
ing the tally of confirmed 
cases to 2,061  in the dis-
trict.  District Coordinator 
Epidemics Prevention 
and Control (DCEPC), Dr 
Sajjad Mehmood, Thurs-
day said that, among the 
new cases,14 cases had 
arrived from Potohar town 
urban and two of each 
from Municipal Corpora-
tion Rawalpindi, Chaklala 
Cantonment and Potohar 
rural areas. 
He said 109 patients were 
admitted to district hos-
pitals of which 87 were 
confirmed cases while 
1,973 were discharged af-
ter treatment. Dr Sajjad 
informed that the district 
administration had reg-
istered 29 FIRs, issued 
tickets to 11, sealed one 
premise, and a fine of 
Rs 279,000 was imposed 
against the violations of 
dengue SOPs during the 
last 24 hours.  During in-
door surveillance, in the 
last 24 hours, the teams 
checked 13,782 houses 
and larvae were found in 
509 homes.  Similarly, he 
added that while checking 
5,439 places, the teams 
found larvae at 140 sites 
during outdoor surveil-
lance.—APP

CJCSC witnesses PAF’s 
14-Nation Air Exercise-2023

He highlighted the significance of the 14 nation Exercise Indus Shield which in addition 
to boosting the operational readiness of PAF, would also prepare the participants for 

contemporary warfare challenges 

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, Gener-
al Sahir Shamshad Mirza, visited 
an operational air base of Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) to witness 
the ongoing aerial exercise Indus 
Shield-2023 on Thursday.
On his arrival at the base, the 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee was received by Air 
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air 
Staff, Pakistan Air Force, a  PAF 
news release said.
The Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee was briefed on 
the Air Power Center of Excel-
lence training facility as well as 
the scope of the exercise which 
aims to project cooperation be-
tween the participating air forc-
es and consolidate upon modern 
concepts of aerial warfare. The 
Air Chief appreciated the utmost 
support extended by General Sa-
hir Shamshad Mirza and lauded 
his efforts in the promotion of 
tri-services synergy.  He highlight-
ed the significance of the 14 na-
tion Exercise Indus Shield which 
in addition to boosting the oper-
ational readiness of PAF, would 
also prepare the participants for 
contemporary warfare challeng-
es.  He further reiterated that the 
exercise employing cutting-edge 
niche technologies and high-tech 
fighters not only offers a unique 
opportunity for participating air 

forces to bring their unparalleled 
skills and operational capabili-
ties to the spotlight but will also 
deepen mutual understanding 
between the participating contin-
gents to foster connectivity and 
cooperation.  Speaking at the oc-
casion, the Chief of the Air Staff 
said, “The current global security 
situation coupled with the chang-
ing dynamics of warfare calls for 
enhanced partnership among 
armed forces. Exercise Indus 
Shield offers an invaluable learn-
ing experience of aerial warfare 
employment tactics to the air and 
ground crew through simulation 

of real-time war scenarios and var-
ied combat missions”.
Interacting with the participants 
of the exercise, the Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
accentuated the paramount im-
portance of multinational air ex-
ercises in the pursuit of common 
objectives amidst the ever-evolv-
ing dynamics of air warfare. 
He lauded the professionalism of 
the participants of the exercise 
and appreciated the efforts of the 
Air Power Center of Excellence 
in orchestrating this monumental 
exercise, which would not only 
fortify the existing partnerships 

among key allies but would also 
enhance interoperability among 
the participating Air Forces. 
The visiting dignitary also ad-
mired the dynamic leadership of 
the Air Chief, whose firm resolve 
and relentless efforts paved the 
way for this exercise to be one of 
the mega aerial exercises of the 
region. 
Exercise Indus Shield-2023 is 
witnessing participation from 14 
esteemed Air Forces including Pa-
kistan, Turkiye, Saudi Arabia, Qa-
tar, UAE, Egypt, Oman, Bahrain, 
Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Morocco, 
Uzbekistan, China, and Hungary. 

The exercise offers a unique op-
portunity for participating air 
forces to bring their unparalleled 
skills and operational capabilities 
on a single platform.  Likewise, 
the meticulous planning and ex-
ecution of Exercise Indus Shield 
serves as a testament to the vi-
sion of the esteemed Chief of 
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force, 
in recognizing the pivotal role 
played by PAF in advancing tech-
nology, modernizing its capabili-
ties and deploying contemporary 
combat tactics to effectively ad-
dress shared challenges in aerial 
defence.

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister (SAPM) 
for overseas Pakistanis Jawad 
Sohrab launched the OPF web 
portal for the recovery of dues 
of overseas Pakistani workers to 
facilitate the Pakistani diaspora.  
This service expedites the dis-
bursement of dues such as salary, 
death & disability compensation 
and other allowances of the work-
ers, according to a press release 
here on Thursday. Addressing the 
formal launch of the web-based 
application for Outstanding Dues 
Management of overseas Paki-
stani workers at Overseas Paki-
stan Foundation (OPF) which was 
completely developed in-house, 

the Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis, 
Jawad Sohrab Malik emphasized 
upon maximum utilization of tech-
nology to improve service deliv-
ery to Overseas Pakistanis. 
He said the Internet has revolu-
tionized the service delivery para-
digm as it has transformed the way 
businesses operate worldwide. 
Moreover, it has also led to the 
development of new technologies, 
thus, providing an opportunity to 
better manage business process-
es using state-of-the-art technol-
ogy.    The implementation of a 
web-based system has significant-
ly enhanced the efficiency of OPF 
officials in processing outstanding 

dues cases of overseas Pakistanis.  
Now, all applications are directly 
entered into the system at their 
point of origin, which are the of-
fices of the CWAs in Pakistan mis-
sions abroad. This eliminates the 
previous need to send hard-copy 
applications to OPF for manual 
data entry, a process that used to 
take approximately 30 days. With 
the new system in place, this cum-
bersome transfer of applications 
in physical form has been reduced 
to a few minutes only.
Furthermore, the entire applica-
tion workflow has been stream-
lined through automation. The 
new system provides real-time 
access to applications, allowing 

for seamless movement within dif-
ferent departments. 
The web-based online system also 
allows all stakeholders to access 
up-to-date information on pend-
ing dues cases, worker details, 
payment disbursement status, 
document verification, etc. Ad-
ditionally, it empowers senior 
management to track applica-
tions online and monitor the 
progress of incoming applica-
tions. The SAPM stated that in 
line with the vision of the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, the Minis-
try of Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Development 
is striving hard to extend maxi-
mum facilities and assistance to 

overseas Pakistanis who have a 
strong bond with their homeland 
and the present government is 
on its threshold to explore all 
avenues to facilitate them. 
While highlighting the signif-
icance of web-based software 
applications, the Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis said; “In 
today’s internet-driven society, 
web-based applications provide 
immediate access to services 
on a 24/7 basis. He appreciated 
the management of OPF for de-
veloping a web-based application 
for expediting the disbursement 
of dues to families of Overseas 
Pakistanis.”

APM launches web-based application  
for recovery of dues 
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Early diagnosis crucial to save 
35,000 breast cancer deaths 

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Thursday said 
more than 100,000 women 
in Pakistan were diagnosed 
with breast cancer every 
year, of which 35,000 could 
not survive due to detection 
of the disease at late stages.
He said the diagnosis of 
breast cancer at stage 1 had 
higher survival rates com-
pared to stages 3 and 4 of 
the disease.
In an interactive session 
with journalists of print and 
electronic media here at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr, the president 
along with his wife Sami-
na Alvi stressed breaking 
social taboos about breast 
cancer and importance of 
the media’s role in sensitiz-
ing the general public.
President Alvi emphasized 
a preventive rather than 
curative approach as the 

government lacked ample 
resources to bear the un-
affordable costs of medical 
treatment including the 
scanning and oncology pro-
cedures of breast cancer.
He called for educating 
women on how to conduct 
monthly self-examinations 
to locate an abnormal nod-
ule and not to hesitate to 
seek urgent medical help.
President Alvi recalled 
that last year, the Paki-
stan Telecommunication 
Authority on his sugges-
tion relayed 120 million 
call-waiting messages 
about breast cancer. He 
urged the journalists to 
join the cause of fighting 
breast cancer by high-
lighting the topic in their 
write-ups and television 
programmes. The presi-
dent mentioned that he 

and Samina Alvi for the 
last five years had been 
raising consistent aware-
ness campaigns on breast 
cancer from the platform 
of the Presidency.
He stressed continuity in 
policies on health and ed-
ucation despite changes in 
governments to ensure a 
healthy and balanced socie-
ty.  He also emphasized fo-
cusing on health courses of 
short duration to produce 
a larger number of health-
care workers to cater to  
needs of the population. Be-
gum Samina Alvi lauded the 
media for effectively high-
lighting the subject in their 
television programmes and 
newspapers. 
She said the campaign 
should not be restricted to 
the month of October and 
be continued throughout 

the year. She also urged 
sensitization of the male 
members of the family to 
enable them realize the 
sufferings attached to the 
disease and support women 
to get proper medical care.
The session also highlight-
ed the importance of aware-
ness about other health 
issues including mental 
health.
President Alvi said as per 
research, 24 percent of the 
country’s population suf-
fered from mental health 
issues whereas there were 
only 550 psychiatrists and 
1,200 psychologists available 
for them. The President and 
Begum Alvi also responded 
to the questions of the jour-
nalists pertaining to the na-
tional-level efforts related 
to breast cancer and mental 
health.—APP

ICCI calls for 
cyber  security 
policy for SMEs

 

Dna
ISLAMABAD Faad Waheed, Acting President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) said that 
SMEs are the backbone of the economy and are now in-
creasingly moving towards automation and digitization 
to improve their productivity, efficiency & cost-effec-
tiveness. He urged that the government should focus on 
formulating a specific cyber security prevention policy 
for SMEs to save them from business losses due to cy-
berattacks. He said this while talking to a delegation of 
Chinese Cybersecurity solution providers during its visit 
to ICCI led by Ammar Jafri, former DG FIA and founder 
of Digital Pakistan. Faad Waheed said that many SMEs 
are now going online to expand their outreach to wider 
markets and improve their business prospects. He said 
that Pakistan’s National Cyber Security Policy 2021 also 
encourages promotion of online businesses, however, the 
policy is lacking in strong defence measures to protect 
the SMEs from cyber risks and threats. He stressed that 
the Ministry of Information Technology & Telecom in 
consultation with stakeholders should develop a specific 
Cybersecurity Policy for SMEs to facilitate them in go-
ing digital. He said that Chinese IT companies providing 
cybersecurity solutions have great prospects in the Pa-
kistani market and they should take advantage of this un-
tapped market, especially for SMEs by investing in Pakistan. 
Ammar Jafri, former DG FIA and Founder of Digital Pakistan 
said that Pakistan is gearing up for the 5th generation in-
dustrial revolution and stressed that the government should 
develop a strong digital infrastructure to enable businesses to 
flourish and compete effectively in the international market. He 
said that the focus of Digital Pakistan is to promote connectivi-
ty, improve digital infrastructure, increase investment in digital 
skills and promote innovation & tech entrepreneurship. He said 
that cooperation of ICCI with Digital Pakistan would be help-
ful in promoting digitization in SMEs. The Chinese delegation 
members said that their company is one of the top cybersecu-
rity solution providers with offices in Asia, South Asia and East 
Africa. They said that they want to introduce their cybersecuri-
ty solutions in Pakistan for business enterprises to save them 
from business losses due to cyberattacks. Maqsood Tabish 
Acting Senior Vice President and Faizan Shehzad Acting Vice 
President ICCI said that SMEs are vulnerable to cyberattacks 
in Pakistan as they don’t have strong technological defenses in 
place and hoped that the Chinese IT companies would invest 
in Pakistan to provide sustainable cybersecurity solutions to 
these businesses and assured that ICCI would fully cooper-
ate with them in such efforts. 

He appreciated the management of OPF for developing a web-based application for 
expediting the disbursement of dues to families of Overseas Pakistanis”

Universities urged to advance 
research on dream analysis

He stated that prioritizing dream research has enormous potential 
for improving mental health treatment and deeper study of dreams 

should be an important goal for the field of psychology
ISLAMABAD: Clinical psychologist Professor Dr. Asghar Ali Shah has urged the universities to advance research on 
dream analysis as it would be significant progress in psychology and mental health treatment.   Talking to APP here on 
Thursday, Dr. Asghar explained that dreams can provide valuable insights for addressing psychological issues. He noted 
that patients often find it easier to share dreams with therapists rather than actual events.  He said that therapists can 
then more easily identify issues based on dream symbols and meanings. “Dream analysis allows patients to open up 
about inner thoughts freely, without guilt,” he added.  He highlighted the long history of studying dreams, noting Muslim 
scholar Ibn Sirin’s work on dream interpretation in the 7th century and later Sigmund Freud’s identification of dreams 
as representing the fulfillment of repressed wishes. Dr. Asghar stressed the need for clinical psychologists to develop 
advanced skills in interpreting dreams and their symbols. He stated this expertise could greatly assist psychological ther-
apy. Universities have a key role to play in advancing research methodologies for analyzing dream content, Dr. Asghar 
said adding that multidisciplinary research engaging scholars of psychology, and religious studies can lead to progress in 
evidenced-based models. He stated that prioritizing dream research has enormous potential for improving mental health 
treatment and deeper study of dreams should be an important goal for the field of psychology.
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ISLAMABAD: In a major 
development of the con-
certed efforts towards a 
green future, the Sustain-
able Development Policy 
Institute (SDPI) of Paki-
stan joined the Beijing In-
itiative for Belt and Road 
Green Development as a 
founding member. 
The initiative was 
launched in Beijing today 
at the High-Level Forum 
on Green Development.
The Forum is part of the 
two-day Third Belt and 
Road Forum for Interna-
tional Cooperation that 
ended today. The Green 
Investment and Finance 
Project (GIFP) of BRI 
partners was kicked off in 
tandem. Dr. Abid Qaiyum 
Suleri, executive director 
of the Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute 
(SDPI), told reporter 
from China Economic 
Net (CEN) that green fi-
nancing is the solution to 
climate-friendly economic 
growth.  “Our institution 
will continue to work 

closely with Chinese part-
ners to address common 
climate concerns”. 
Shakeel Ahmad Ramay, 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Asian Institute of Eco-civi-
lization Research and De-
velopment, said in an in-
terview with CEN that as 
Pakistan is facing both eco-
nomic and environmental 
challenges, green financ-
ing will help the country 
mitigate both problems, 
reducing poverty and pro-
viding climate-compatible 
infrastructure.
Shariq Shaikh Muham-
mad, chief representative 
of the National Bank of 
Pakistan (NBP) Beijing 
Office, said, “Green devel-
opment is the future. NBP 
is also striving to enhance 
its capacity to facilitate the 
generation of green energy.  
We will also turn the office 
in Beijing into an operation 
branch to cement collabo-
ration with China”. Zhang 
Jianyu, executive director 
of BRI International Green 
Development Institute, 
which is one of the organ-
izers of the forum and is 

also carrying out climate 
change mitigation and ad-
aptation projects in collab-
oration with Pakistan, told 
CEN that climate commit-
ment, integration with dig-
italization and information 
technology, and exquisite 
but impactful projects for 
communities hold the key 
to efficient, sustainable 
green BRI development 
in the future.   The forum 
was addressed by UN Sec-
retary-General António Gu-
terres, who stressed that 
Green Silk Road can help 
step-up the global efforts 
for green future in two key 
areas.  “First, investments 
flowing from the Green Silk 
Road are an important op-
portunity to fast-track sus-
tainable and climate-resil-
ient development to protect 
lives and livelihoods. 
Second, we must ensure 
that any new infrastruc-
ture investments through 
the Green Silk Road turbo-
charge a just and sustain-
able transition away from 
planet-wrecking fossil fuels 
towards renewable ener-
gy”.

Pak joins newly-launched 
Beijing initiative 

Briefs
Pakistan’s 

earns $448 
million from 
IT services’ 

export 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
earned US $448.971 mil-
lion by providing different 
Information Technology 
(IT) services in various 
countries during the first 
two months of the current 
fiscal year 2023-24. 
This shows a growth of 5.15 
per cent as compared with 
the US $427.000 million 
earned through the provi-
sion of services during the 
corresponding months of 
the last fiscal year 2022-23, 
the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS) reported.
During the months under 
review, the export of com-
puter services grew by 4.65 
per cent as it surged from 
US $345.470 million last 
year to US $361.518 million 
during July-August 2023.
Among the computer ser-
vices, the exports of soft-
ware consultancy services 
witnessed an increase of 
196.04 per cent, from US 
$0.328 million to US $0.971 
million this year while the 
export of hardware con-
sultancy services also in-
creased by 4.60 per cent, 
from US $121.733 million 
to US $127.329 million.
The export of repair and 
maintenance services de-
creased by 3.74 per cent 
from US $0.187 million to 
US $0.180 million whereas 
the export and imports of 
computer software servic-
es witnessed an increase 
of 10.17 per cent, from 
$96.529 million to $106.350 
million.
Meanwhile, the export of 
information services during 
the months under review 
dipped by 27.94 per cent 
from US $0.680 million to 
US $0.490 million. Among 
the information services, 
the exports of informa-
tion-related services de-
creased by 4.05 per cent, 
from US $0.222 million to 
US $0.213 million whereas 
the exports of news agen-
cy services also declined 
by 39.52 per cent, from 
US $0.458 million to US 
$0.277 million. The export 
of telecommunication ser-
vices increased by 7.56 per 
cent as these went up from 
US $80.850 million to US 
$86.963 million, the data 
revealed. Among the tele-
communication services, 
the export of call centres 
services increased by 3.47 
per cent during the months 
as its exports increased 
from US $34.770 million to 
US $35.977 million where-
as the export of other tel-
ecommunication services 
also increased by 10.65 per 
cent, from US $46.080 mil-
lion to US $50.986 million 
during this year, the PBS 
data revealed.—DNA

AI vital 
in driving 
efficiency, 
innovation, 
and growth

ISLAMABA: Coordinator 
to Federal Tax Ombudsman 
(FTO) Meher Kashif Younis 
on Thursday emphasized 
the significance of artificial 
intelligence (AI) in boost-
ing efficiency, innovation, 
and growth in various in-
dustries. Talking to a dele-
gation of industrialists led 
by Faran Shahid, he said 
by harnessing AI technol-
ogies effectively, business-
es can gain a competitive 
edge, create new revenue 
streams, and contribute 
to economic development, 
said a news release here. 
“It plays a significant role 
in shaping the economy by 
providing various opportu-
nities and driving innovation 
across industries”, he add-
ed.  Meher Kashif said by 
using AI-powered systems 
and robots, companies can 
streamline their operations, 
reduce costs, and deliver 
products and services fast-
er.      He said AI technolo-
gies can process and analyze 
vast amounts of data quickly 
and accurately.  This abili-
ty empowers businesses to 
gain valuable insights, make 
data-driven decisions, and 
identify patterns and trends 
that were previously difficult 
or impossible to detect, Me-
her Kashif said. He said this, 
in turn, enhances strategic 
planning and operational ef-
ficiency adding that AI-pow-
ered technologies can lead 
to the development of en-
tirely new industries and 
transform existing ones.  By 
unlocking new possibilities 
and addressing complex 
challenges, AI encourages 
entrepreneurship and at-
tracts investment.—APP

IPS-FJWU hold moot on 50 
years of constitution

Stakeholders urged to harmonize differences post-18th amendment
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Harmonizing post-18th amendment 
scenario among federating units and all constitu-
tional stakeholders, which is marred with differ-
ences creating numerous governance challeng-
es, in tandem with ensuring timely elections for 
democratic continuity, remains indispensable for 
reconciling and preserving the spirit of the 1973 
Constitution of Pakistan for a stable and prosper-
ous future of the country. This was highlighted 
by veteran statesmen, jurists, and constitutional 
experts during the inaugural session of the two-
day conference on “The Constitution of Pakistan: 
Lessons for Next 50 Years” co-organized by the 
Institute of Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad, and 
Fatima Jinnah Women University (FJWU), Rawal-
pindi. The conference was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Justice Jawad Hassan, Judge, Lahore High 
Court, Khalid Rahman, chairman, IPS, Muhammad 
Akram Shaikh, senior advocate, Supreme Court of 
Pakistan, Hamid Khan, senior advocate, Supreme 
Court of Pakistan & author, Haroon-ur-Rashid, vice 
chairman, Pakistan Bar Council, Ahmer Bilal Soofi, 
senior advocate, Supreme Court of Pakistan & for-
mer federal minister of law, Riffat Inam But, secre-
tary, Law & Justice Commission of Pakistan, Justice 
Dr Syed Muhammad Anwer, Federal Shariat Court, 
Dr Tamara Sonn, Georgetown University, Washington 
DC, Barrister Zafarullah Khan, senior advocate, Su-
preme Court of Pakistan & former special assistant 
to PM on law, Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, 
vice chairman, IPS and Professor Dr Fakhr-Ul-Islam, 
advisor research IPS and former DG, Pakistan Study 
Centre, University of Peshawar.
“Pakistan’s constitution is one of the best,” remarked 
Justice Jawad Hassan in his speech as the chief guest 
of the inaugural session. He noted that the strength 
of the constitution is rooted in the will and empow-
erment of people as enshrined in various articles 
such as Article 4, ‘the protection of the law’ as the 
right of the individual, Article 5, the obedience of 
constitution as ‘the inviolable obligation of every cit-
izen,’ and Article 189, decisions of Supreme Court 
are binding on other courts. He further said that, 
as a guardian of justice and democracy, the 1973 
Constitution continues to evolve and adapt to the 
needs of the nation, and through the role of the ju-
diciary, ensures its people remain empowered and 

protected. Khalid Rahman talked about the empow-
erment of people as a prerequisite to governance. 
He said that the struggle for empowerment should 
be against elites and for that education and political 
awareness must be embedded in national life. Ah-
mer Bilal, in his keynote speech, maintained that 
Pakistan’s constitution serves as a finely balanced 
institution that united four provincial units and all 
other diverse groups and regions of the country. 
This consensus, followed by voluntary following, is 
an achievement. However, new challenges emerged 
after the 18th amendment, emphasizing the need 
for a more comprehensive and dedicated approach 
to its enforcement. To address this issue and en-
sure the continued integrity of the constitution, 

he stressed that concerted efforts are required to 
make the 18th amendment work effectively. Fol-
lowing the inaugural, three sessions were held on 
three major themes: ‘Constitution and National 
Integration,’ ‘Democracy and Public Representa-
tion,’ and ‘Operationalizing the Constitution: The 
Role of Executive’, in which multi-disciplinary re-
searchers from more than eight national and three 
international universities presented 25 papers on 
various research topics related to the constitution. 
Senior statesmen, and constitutional and legal ex-
perts addressing the sessions emphasized that pro-
viding protection and benefit of fundamental rights 
through state policies and rules are guarantees for 
national integration. However, there is a need to 

make procedural rules to ensure the protection 
that the law provides. Equally significant is social 
inclusion in national integration and the considera-
tion of the societal implications of decisions in light 
of fundamental rights and Principles of Policies. 
Furthermore, to ensure the efficient operationali-
zation of the constitution, integration, and the rule 
of law, state institutions, and executive authorities 
must practice within their limits as delegated by 
the constitution. The speakers also emphasized the 
importance of the constitution with regard to in-
ternational relations as it sets the policy guidelines 
and direction for treaties, agreements, and foreign 
policy. This is especially important in today’s high-
ly polarized world. 

CPEC generated 
236,000 jobs in Pakistan

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Data from 
the Chinese Embassy in 
Pakistan shows that till the 
end of 2022, CPEC has gen-
erated a total of 236,000 
jobs in Pakistan, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported 
on Thursday.
It has been a decade since 
China unveiled the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI). 
Ten years on, what has the 
mega project brought to 
the people of the countries 
along the BRI route, and 
what can we expect from 
BRI in the days to come?  
Pakistanis working on 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), a mas-
sive project under BRI to 
capitalize on Pakistan’s 
geographical importance 
and improve Pakistan’s so-
cio-economic conditions, 
shared their views.
 Pakistan is a country facing 
a severe power shortage. 
According to Ktrade Re-
search, the percentage of 
the population in Pakistan 
that has access to electric-
ity in 18 years increased 
by only 1.1 ppts.  However, 
9,740MW in capacity cre-
ated by CPEC had fueled 
the number rose by 3.8 
ppts in just 4 years.  CPEC 
power plants are providing 

cheaper electricity by uti-
lizing coal reserves, which 
reduced Pakistan’s oil and 
gas bill burden.  Inside the 
Thar Block-1 Integrated 
Coal Mine Power Project, 
an open-pit coal mine with 
an annual lignite output of 
7.8 million tons and a total 
capacity of 1,320MW, is 
providing the most cost-ef-
fective energy to millions of 
Pakistani households.  Gul 
Hassan, a mining engineer 
with Sino Sindh Resources 
(Pvt.) Ltd. (SSRL), told Chi-
na Economic Net (CEN), 
“The Thar Block-1 project 
has been instrumental in 
transforming the lives of 
people in Thar.” Further-
more, renewable energy 
projects of water, wind, etc. 
under CPEC are also opti-
mizing the country’s ener-
gy structure. Peerzada Zain 
ul Abideen, O&M manager 
of PowerChina HDEC Engi-
neering Company Limited 
Pakistan, proudly said that 
the 12 projects in Jhimpir of 
his company have generat-
ed 1888.29 GWh of electric-
ity so far.  In Gharo, Sindh, 
Muhammad Saleem Mun-
shi, Chief Financial Officer 
of Hydrochina Dawood Pow-
er (Pvt) Limited told CEN 
that the wind speed in the 
area is up to 7 meters per 
second. If properly devel-
oped, it can meet 5%-10% of 

the nation’s power demand.
Data from the Chinese Em-
bassy in Pakistan shows 
that till the end of 2022, 
CPEC has generated a total 
of 236,000 jobs in Pakistan. 
Azim ul Haq is a HSE 
Engineer working at the 
1263MW Punjab Power 
Plant in Jhang to ensure the 
project personnel’s safety 
and health standards are 
met. “Earnings from this 
job provide comfortable liv-
ing for my families. 
Although living away from 
family and my newborn 
daughter is difficult, given 
that the power project’s lo-
cation is far from my home 
town, the company provides 
me with all kinds of benefits 
and allows me to take vaca-
tions as needed,” he said. 
  “Locals find learning and 
working opportunities 
here. Most of the engi-
neers, managers, and work-
ers are from nearby areas”, 
Peerzada Zain ul Abideen 
said, adding, “I myself have 
also been offered a job that 
my family and friends are 
proud of and a good salary”.
Muhammad Waqas, Direc-
tor Finance of the UEP 
100MW wind farm in Jhim-
pir said the most worth-
while thing he ever did 
was to choose wind power 
as his career while he also 
holds certificates in com-

puter programming, teach-
ing, and accountant. “I can 
learn state-of-the-art tech-
nologies of one of the most 
promising sectors. 
Chinese brothers are 
transferring the advanced 
mechanism to Pakistan”, 
he said, adding, “Before the 
pandemic, I went to China 
every year to learn about 
power-related technologies 
and business know-how”.
Mir Arslan Ali, Assistant 
Duty Officer of the Control 
and Protection Depart-
ment, Matiari to Lahore 
±660kV HVDC Transmis-
sion Line project, is train-
ing junior engineers to 
grasp the state-of-the-art 
power transmission tech-
nology from China. [Photo 
provided to CEN]
With total funds of $25 bn 
that have been invested in 
energy, IT, transport, etc. 
under CPEC so far, local so-
cial and economic conditions 
are being greatly improved.   
“Since the start of construc-
tion, the project has actively 
contributed to the local con-
struction of Thar, and its de-
velopment is changing with 
each passing day,” Mazhar 
Ali Khan said. “I believe that 
the Thar Project will bring 
more vitality to the local 
social and economic devel-
opment after its commercial 
operation date.” 

Exports 
increase 

by 25.54% 
to over Rs 2 
trillion in Q1

Dna
ISLAMABAD: The exports 
from the country in the 
rupee term witnessed an 
increase of 25.54 percent 
during the first quarter 
(Q1) of the current fiscal 
year as compared to the 
corresponding period of last 
year, the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported.
Exports during July-Septem-
ber (2023-24) were recorded 
at Rs.2,013,533 million as 
against Rs.1,603,869 million 
during the corresponding 
period of last year, showing 
an increase of 25.54 percent, 
according to provisional data 
released by PBS. On a year-
on-year basis, the exports 
during September 2023 
increased by 31.27 percent 
and were recorded at Rs. 
737,295 million compared 
to the exports of Rs.561,643 
million in September 2022. 
On a month-on-month basis, 
the exports increased by 6.06 
percent when compared to 
the exports of Rs. 695,136 
million in August 2023.

Malik commends passionate 
fans at Jinnah Stadium

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Football Federation (PFF) Normalisation Committee Chairman 
Haroon Malik has paid a heartfelt tribute to the fervent football fans whose unwavering 
passion transformed the FIFA World Cup 2026 Qualifier match between Pakistan and 
Cambodia into an unforgettable and remarkable spectacle.  With over 13,000 enthusiasts 
in attendance, the Jinnah Stadium in Islamabad bore witness to an electrifying clash that 
captured the hearts of fans from across the nation. These devoted supporters remained 
engrossed in the game from the very first whistle until the final moments, savouring every 
instance of thrilling football, said a press release.  In recognition of the incredible dedication 
displayed by Pakistani football fans, Haroon Malik remarked, “The atmosphere during the 
Pakistan vs. Cambodia Qualifiers match felt as if the local fans were relishing a FIFA World 
Cup showdown on their home turf. Their spirits were sky-high, and their extraordinary love and 
enthusiasm for the game of football added an unparalleled significance to these historic moments.”  
He said, “Many football aficionados travelled from remote corners of the country to witness their 
football heroes in action. The result they witnessed, which marked the first-ever victory of the 
Pakistan football team in World Cup Qualifiers history, will be etched into the annals of Pakistan’s 
footballing history.  “The jubilation was not limited to the national team and high-ranking govern-
ment and federation officials; it extended to the exuberant crowd present on this momentous 
occasion. Undoubtedly, these were the most extraordinary moments in Pakistan’s football history, 
and we are committed to delivering more such moments of delight to our nation in the future,” he 
said. The NC Chairman expressed his deep appreciation with heartfelt thanks to the Government 
of Pakistan, particularly the IPC Ministry and the Pakistan Sports Board Director General Shoaib 
Khoso, Sports Minister of Balochistan Nawabzada Jamal Raisani and the PFF team for their ex-
ceptional dedication and tireless efforts in realizing this historic moment.  “All the stakeholders 
worked tirelessly to meticulously prepare the Jinnah Stadium for hosting this monumental event in 
Pakistan’s football history, making it a truly historic and unforgettable occasion. I am confident that 
the same group of professional individuals will make the best efforts for the forthcoming home-
leg matches of the World Cup Qualifiers, showcasing Pakistan’s hospitality, deep-rooted love and 
passion for football to the visitors and the entire world,” Malik said.
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Kyiv stands strong, but 
others are faltering

West false champion 
 of human rights

A s temperatures fall and a second winter of war approaches, Ukraine fears 
that the international enthusiasm for its cause that followed Russia’s inva-
sion is cooling too. Slovakia halted military aid after pro-Russian Robert Fi-

co’s party took power. Poland, one of Ukraine’s staunchest allies, had already sus-
pended weapons transfers following a dispute over Kyiv’s grain exports – though 
things may well improve after the opposition unexpectedly claimed victory in last 
week’s elections. Now US attention is consumed by the Middle East, and Russia 
will be keen to keep it there. Volodymyr Zelenskiy was quick to voice his support 
for Israel last week following the atrocities by Hamas. But the Ukrainian president 
also warned that “there is only a certain amount of military support to share”. There 
may be direct competition for some weaponry. Mr Zelenskiy also acknowledged that 
next year’s US presidential election brings uncertainty. Last month, aid for Ukraine 
was stripped from a government funding package to ensure its passage through 
Congress. Hardline Republicans are increasingly vociferous in their opposition to 
supplying further aid, and are gaining traction, not least due to the battle to become 
House speaker. Some are exploiting the Israel-Hamas war to cynically argue that 
the US can’t afford to back Ukraine too, although Kyiv’s supporters hope it may 
be possible to push through a joint Israel-Ukraine package. While US deliveries 
will continue for now, Kyiv could start rationing its use of arms if it cannot count 
on timely resupplies. Earlier this month, European leaders, including Emmanuel 
Macron, assured Ukraine that their support would not flag. But as Josep Borrell, 
the EU foreign affairs chief, pointed out, Europe cannot fill a US gap. In part, this is 
a question of logistics as well as willpower, with arms inventories still running low. 
Ukraine’s first use of US-supplied long-range ATACMS missiles to strike airbases 
in Russian-held areas on Tuesday may have offered a small fillip to morale. But its 
counteroffensive has failed to make significant progress, Moscow is finding fresh 
sources of manpower, and the White House says that North Korea has now shipped 
weapons to Russia. Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin’s meeting in Beijing on Wednes-
day, at the belt and road initiative forum, also underscored that China is maintaining 
its staunch economic and diplomatic support. Russia believes that simply grinding 
on will not only sap Ukrainian morale, supplies and troops, but will also improve 
its odds as the mood in the US shifts. The danger is not only that Russia holds and 
retakes territory. It is also that it will probably launch a renewed attack on Ukraine’s 
power grid to freeze the country into submission. Despite the extraordinary efforts 
of engineers, the system has not fully regained its prewar capacity.  At a time when 
maintaining solidarity with Ukraine is essential, diplomats say that unconditional 
western support for Israel’s assault on Gaza has caused significant damage. Russia 
launched an unprovoked invasion. Israel is responding to the massacre of at least 
1,300 of its citizens by Hamas. Nonetheless, Joe Biden’s initially unqualified backing 
and EU commission president Ursula von der Leyen’s passionate denunciation of 
Russia targeting civilian infrastructure in Ukraine, but silence on civilian infrastruc-
ture in Gaza, have been particularly noted. The “global south” is not an entity but a 
loose description of multiple players with their own agendas. 

T he speeches made by representatives of a number of countries 
at the Third Committee of the 78th United Nations General As-
sembly in New York should be a wake-up call to some Western 

countries to refrain from groundlessly accusing China of “human rights 
abuses” in the Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. These countries 
have clearly seen through the Western countries’ scheme of weaponizing 
human rights issues so as to make them an excuse to interfere in other 
countries’ internal affairs.
In trying to impose the alleged values of the United States-led clique as 
the sole standards for judging human rights, the United Kingdom, as 
the representative of that clique, attempted to divide the UN General 
Assembly. The UK representative will be no doubt well aware himself 
that the so-called Xinjiang “human rights issues” he was trying to hype 
up are nothing more than fabrications from the fertile and furtive minds 
at the CIA. These have become the basis for a burlesque directed, fund-
ed and promoted by Washington with the aim of smearing China and 
estranging it from the rest of the international community. It is a shame 
that those countries, including the US, represented by the UK, wasted 
the valuable time of the UN meeting, in which the main focus should 
have been on the Israel-Palestine conflict. These Western countries 
are by no means the owners of the intellectual property rights to the 
concept of human rights. Nor are they in any position to lecture other 
countries, mainly the less-developed ones, on human rights issues. 
Few of them talk about their own human rights situation. And they 
maintain a studied silence on the humanitarian crises they have cre-
ated around the world, such as in Afghanistan and Iraq, which they 
now leave unattended. For these Western countries, devastation and 
suffering are deemed to be the necessary costs for the latecomers 
to become as “civilized” and “democratic” as they are. Thus they 
have no qualms about overthrowing foreign regimes, starting wars, 
inciting “color revolutions”, and emboldening separatists. China con-
demns the continued fabrication of lies by a handful of Western coun-
tries including the UK and the US on Xinjiang-related issues. And 
it firmly opposes and sternly rejects their insistence on provoking 
confrontation and interfering in China’s internal affairs under the 
pretext of human rights in total disregard of the truth. The so-called 
assessment report on China’s Xinjiang is full of false information 
and is totally illegal and invalid. These self-proclaimed human rights 
champions should know that their attempts to politicize and weaponize 
the human rights cause are doomed to failure.
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Kazan review of Afghanistan situation

The unending cycles of history

Khalid Iqbal T he fifth round of the ‘Moscow Format 
Consultations on Afghanistan’ was held 
on 29 September 2023. It carried out a 

comprehensive review of Afghanistan situation 
since the US troops’ withdrawal, completed 
about two years ago.
The forum emphasised that all terrorists’ safe 
havens in Afghanistan should be destroyed and 
human rights should be upheld.
Afghanistan’s problematic security landscape 
arising out of handiwork of numerous terrorist 
outfits, was viewed with utmost concern. Afghan 
government was urged to take effective meas-
ures to address this issue.It was articulated in 
the meeting that the international communi-
ty was taking ineffective actions and that the 
ensuing complacency needed to end.But no 
concrete proposals were put forwarded to the 
international community regarding ways and 
means to extend a helping hand to the Afghan 
government. Also, no tangible plan of action 
was recommended to the international com-
munity for strengthening Afghanistan’s econo-
my. As of now, Afghanistan stands abandoned by 
the international community, to let it rot. Numer-
ous tangible obstacles have been fielded in the 
pathway of Afghanistan’s political and economic 
stability. On top of the list is confiscation of Af-
ghan government’s money deposited in the US 
treasury and banks. Though stabilising the post 
US withdrawal Afghanistan is a shared responsi-
bility of the international community; the onus, 
primarily, lies on the US and the UN. All-encom-
passing multilateral cooperation shall only be 
possible if the US-led Western coalition, whose 
actions over the course of 20 years or so, have 
led to the current crisis in Afghanistan, acknowl-
edges and accepts its responsibility for post-con-
flict reconstruction and rehabilitation of Afghan 
government and society.  The initial steps should 
be unfreezing of the Afghan national assets, the 
World over, and immediate lifting of sanctions of 
all shades. Unless a cooperative enabling hand 

is extended to the Afghan government, nothing 
worthwhile is likely to accomplish. During the 
conference, Afghan government was prompted 
to undertake a meaningful, constructive, and re-
sult-driven discussion with the representatives 
of different ethno-political groups with a view to 
speedily conclude a viable political process, and 
expeditiously establish a fair, inclusive, broad-
based, accountable, and responsible government 
in the country. This demand and the flashing ur-
gency wasn’t realistic.
The Kabul government has already nominated 
individuals representing different Afghan ethnic 
groups. It will be expecting too much from a war 
winning side to pick up such representatives to 
the liking of former warlords who fought along-
side the US occupation forces against Taliban. 
This may only be possible, say, in distant future 
as and when the tempers cool down to a level 
permitting, at least, a functional working rela-
tionship amongst the rivals. Forum took excep-
tion to Afghan government’s attempts at politi-
cizing humanitarian assistance. Importance of 
continuing humanitarian assistance to Afghan-
istan was reaffirmed by the forum, which was 
a good gesture. Another welcome step by the 
conference was expression of interest for ex-
panding international community’s engagement 
with the current Afghan authorities in the areas 
of culture, sports and education, this could go a 
long way in bringing Afghan people back to their 
regional moorings. The forum noted, with deep 
concern, Afghanistan government’s colossal fail-
ure with regard to flow of terrorist bands to the 
adjoining countries and their committal of acts 
of terrorism in those countries with an uptick 
frequency and intensity.  Afghanistan was urged 
to take charge of the issue and produce tangible 
end results which should be reflected in the form 
of sharp reduction in the incidents of cross-bor-
der terrorism originating from Afghan soil.
It was also stressed that time had come to de-
construct, remove, and prevent the establish-

ment of all types of terrorist organisations in 
Afghanistan, and choke the in-flow of logistics 
to such outfits. Pakistan is suffering the most 
at the hands of these rogue elements, operating 
from Afghan soil. Due to reorganization of TTP, 
IS, and Al Qaeda remnants in Afghanistan, ter-
rorism the southern regions of Afghanistan and 
north-western region of Pakistan has increased 
phenomenally. Afghan terrorist entities have es-
tablished strong cross-border links with their Pa-
kistani counterparts. There is hardly a terrorist 
incident free day in Pakistan. The joint statement 
commended the Afghan government for its stern 
resistance against Daesh, and it was advised to 
tackle all other terrorist entities in a similar way.
The issue of defanging terrorist entities in Af-
ghanistan needs deft handling at regional level.
All six immediate neighbours of Afghanistan 
need to put their act together with regard to ef-
fective border management with Afghanistan to 
choke the logistics of these undesired terrorist 
militias.
Certainly, the Afghan government has a respon-
sibility to discharge.  Having transitioned from 
a war fighting militia to the level of political 
masters of Afghanistan, the Taliban run Afghan 
government has a set of obligations towards the 
international community.
Afghan government needs to step up coopera-
tion with its neighbours in its fight against ter-
rorism and drug-trafficking.
It ought to provide necessary conditions to en-
hance the wellbeing of the Afghan people, avoid 
their further emigration and offer circumstances 
for voluntary homecoming of its refugees; it also 
needs to reassess the tenability of regressive 
limitations placed on women employment and 
girls’ education.

The writer is Air Commodore Khalid Iqbal 
(Retd) is Director National Security at 

Centre for Aerospace and Security Stud-
ies (CASS), Lahore Pakistan. He may be 

reached at info@casslhr.com

T
he world is currently undergoing a pro-
found transformation, a phenomenon that 
occurs only once in a few generations. 

This transformation is not orchestrated by 
those in power, and it cannot be easily thwart-
ed. It commences with economic and political 
pressures within countries, which can escalate 
into military conflicts as internal systems strive 
to regain stability. Some nations manage these 
changes as challenging yet normal occurrences, 
while others teeter on the brink of instability 
or find themselves under attack. This metamor-
phosis is frequently referred to as progress, but 
it is far from an effortless victory; rather, it’s a 
painful struggle with the intricacies of reality. 
Often, the hardships and trials of development 
prompt people to lay blame on other groups 
or nations for the disruptions and alterations, 
rather than examining their own actions. The 
origins of this current era can be traced back 
to the early 1990s in Europe when the Soviet 
Union disintegrated, and the Maastricht Trea-
ty was signed to unite the continent. In 2001, 
the United States experienced the September 
11 attacks, and in 2013, Xi Jinping assumed 
the presidency of China. In the grand tapestry 
of history, a decade or two represents a rela-
tively brief span of time. The initial objective 
of the Soviet Union’s dissolution was to foster 
a more efficient region. The unification of Eu-
rope under the European Union was intended 
to diminish the prospects of conflict and pro-
mote prosperity. The U.S. response to the 9/11 
attacks aimed to mitigate the threat of terror-
ism. Xi’s ascension in China was envisioned to 
propel the nation toward substantial prosperity. 
None of these aspirations can be deemed out-
right failures. The disintegration of the Soviet 
Union brought prosperity to many former So-
viet states. European unification enjoyed a pe-
riod of relative productivity. The U.S. response 
effectively prevented another large-scale attack 
akin to 9/11. Meanwhile, China continued its 
economic expansion. As with previous cycles, 

these leaders’ objectives were not utter fail-
ures, at least until the next cycle took hold. A 
generation has passed since the commence-
ment of the last major transformation, and 
the deficiencies of the preceding phase are 
now manifesting. Russia has been diligent-
ly working to reestablish its influence since 
the Ukrainian conflict. The European Union 
is grappling with deep-seated divisions, to 
the extent that Germany and France have 
proposed formalizing this schism. Recent-
ly, Islamic fundamentalism has resurfaced 
in the wake of attacks by Hamas on Isra-
el. The United States, having successfully 
evaded another major terrorist attack, has 
entered the foreseeable final phase of its 
cycle, with social unrest manifesting along 
political, racial, religious, sexual, and other 
fault lines. These trends are likely to domi-
nate the years ahead, and China’s economic 
growth has generated economic vulnerabili-
ties and political friction. Two fundamental 
points emerge from this scenario. First, na-
tions are composed of millions of individu-
als, each with their own perspectives and 
judgments. When things go awry, there is 
a natural inclination to seek scapegoats, of-
ten resulting in leaders bearing the brunt 
of blame. 
Secondly, and perhaps more significantly, 
the predicaments of the new era often stem 
from the solutions implemented in the pre-
vious era. Thus, we find ourselves in a new 
era that originated from the last, with the 
recurrence of wars, economic challenges, 
and mutual resentments. These are univer-
sal realities that can occasionally usher in 
joy but are more frequently tragic in nature. 
The Greeks, with their deep sense of histo-
ry and cyclical thinking, may well have per-
ceived the world in a similar light. The ques-
tion arises: can humanity break free from 
these cycles? It would be comforting to think 
so, but as history has shown, such attempts 

have met with limited success. The cycle of 
change and turmoil appears to be deeply in-
grained in the human experience. However, 
understanding the cyclical nature of history 
can provide valuable insights into our cur-
rent challenges. To break free from these 
cycles, it is imperative that nations and lead-
ers take a more proactive approach to ad-
dressing the root causes of these recurring 
issues. Instead of resorting to blame and 
finger-pointing, a more constructive and col-
laborative approach is needed. This entails 
a greater focus on diplomacy, conflict reso-
lution, and global cooperation. It requires a 
concerted effort to address the underlying 
economic, political, and social factors that 
contribute to instability and conflict. More-
over, it is essential to learn from past mis-
takes and successes. History is a rich source 
of knowledge and experience that can guide 
us in making more informed decisions. By 
studying the patterns and trends of previ-
ous eras, we can better anticipate and navi-
gate the challenges of the present and future. 
Breaking free from these cycles also requires a 
shift in mindset. It demands recognition that the 
world is interconnected and interdependent. The 
challenges we face, whether they be economic, 
political, or social, are not isolated to individual na-
tions. They have global repercussions. Therefore, 
a more holistic and cooperative approach is neces-
sary to address these challenges effectively. The 
world is indeed undergoing a significant transfor-
mation, one that is deeply rooted in the cyclical 
nature of history. The challenges we face today 
are not isolated incidents but are part of a larger 
pattern of change and upheaval. While it may be 
difficult to completely break free from these cycles, 
it is not impossible. By taking a more proactive, 
collaborative, and informed approach, nations and 
leaders can work towards a more stable and peace-
ful world. Understanding the past can illuminate a 
path to a more harmonious future, where progress 
is achieved with less pain and struggle.
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security landscape 

arising out of handiwork 
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outfits, was viewed with 
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the meeting that the 

international community 
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Also, no tangible plan of 

action
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I N the 1960s, generation gap gained 
attention in a sociological theory. Gen-
eration gap is the age gap and the dif-

ference in cultural views leading to lack of 
understanding between people belonging 
to different age groups. As defined in the 
Cambridge dictionary “a situation in which 
older and younger people do not under-
stand each other because of their different 
experiences, opinions, habits, and behav-
ior”(dictionary.cambridge.org, 2020)
The generation gap is not widely recog-
nized as a significant issue on a global scale 
due to parallel language constraints, creat-
ing a communication barrier. However, the 
issue remains unacknowledged, despite its 
presence, in society and restricts people 
from different geographical backgrounds 
from easily assimilating into new environ-
ments, primarily due to differences in cus-
toms and rituals. One might often wonder 
why the never-ending debate over which 
culture is best persists. The answer lies 
in the generation gap, and if no action is 
taken, it might lead to problems at an inter-
national level.Issues can also arise within a 
nation as individuals from different schools 
of thought, often with significant age differ-
ences, no longer see situations in the same 

light, leading to opposition even when 
neither party is inherently wrong. “Gener-
ational differences fuel much of current so-
cial and political tension in Western Europe 
and the United States over globalization, 
nationalism and immigration, according to 
an in-depth analysis of results from the Pew 
Global Attitudes surveys.”(Pew Research 
Center’s Global Attitudes Project, 2004)
Very few research works and surveys have 
addressed this issue, which is increasing 
day by day, and despite its significance, 
little attention is given to the matter. The 
goal of this research paper is to create 
awareness about the growing generation 
gap in our societies. Different countries 
hold varying views on the generation gap. I 
have observed that substantially developed 
countries see it as an issue while the under-
developed countries do not believe its ex-
istence. As when I tried to find more about 
the gap and ask people around me about 
it the most common response I received, 
from people mostly in their late thirties 
or above, was that no such thing as the 
generation gap exists and regarded it is a 
made up phenomena to justify themselves 
saying that the trends have changed while 
everything is still the same. However, teen-
agers and people in their twenties agreed 
that customs and traditions have changed 
thus creating the gap. Even though the 

younger generation believed in thisgap 
they did not give it much importance to 
think of ways to overcome it.
In today’s families’ the number of conflicts 
is increasing and there is lack of understand-
ing between parents and children due to age 
and perspective differences. Since people 
from different religions and beliefs are living 
in the same society, they tend to gradually 
adapt each others as it is a part of human 
nature and that is where variances start to 
develop between households and individu-
als. The relationship between parents and 
children has also become frail as working 
parents are overburdened at work and rarely 
find the time and energy to sit and talk with 
their children one-on-one. Parents cannot be 
solely held responsible for this gap, instead 
it is a two-sided problem as teenagers and 
children enjoy the company of gadgets more 
than interacting with their parents. 
The thinking of today`s generation is quite 
different from that of someone from two 
three decades ago. The Southeast Asia is the 
area which had a conservative society but 
with the passage of time it has evolved, and 
the coming generation holds views opposite 
of those of their ancestors. Today, women 
are encouraged to speak up for justice, which 
clashes with traditional gender roles.
“Distance, cultural norms, and bias against 
girls’ education have a serious impact on 

the participation of girls in education, espe-
cially at the middle school level and above. 
The issue is particularly acute in Diamer, 
and to some extent in Astore, that perform 
poorly on girls’ education due to a more 
pronounced gender bias.” (THE STATE OF 
CHILDREN IN PAKISTAN THE STATE 
OF CHILDREN IN PAKISTAN, 2015)
The generation gap is also increasing not 
only because of the lack of communication 
but also because the coming generations 
are losing respect for their elders as they 
think their knowledge is superior to that 
of their parents and elders.Rapid changes 
in mobility and society also contribute to 
the gap, as individuals from previous gen-
erations struggle to adapt to new technolo-
gies and ways of life, a common human trait 
that resists change. There are many other 
factors that contribute to the widening 
generation gap, but the main reason is 
the difference in ideology between older 
people and the younger generation. Most 
people in the Southeast Asia tradition-
ally hold conservative mindsets and do 
not approve of the younger generation’s 
independence and their ability to make 
decisions for themselves without consul-
tation. The consequences of the genera-
tional and cultural gaps are far-reaching 
as they effect households and leave their 
mark on generations to follow.

Generation Gap: Emerging issue in 21st century SE Asia

Briefs
Israeli 

barbarity 
claims...
From PAge 01

homes and apartments 
throughout the Gaza Strip 
for the 13th day in a row, 
causing civilian casualties 
and massive destruction to 
homes, public property, and 
infrastructure. Meanwhile, 
Hamas Movement said in 
a statement that the Israe-
li occupation forces (IOF) 
“rabid” arrest campaigns in 
the West Bank will not deter 
the Palestinian people from 
continuing to support resist-
ance. The growing arrest 
campaigns of Hamas cadres 
and ex-prisoners, the dem-
olition of martyrs’ homes 
and the destruction of infra-
structure in cities, villages 
and refugee camps in the 
West Bank will not dissuade 
the Palestinian people from 
supporting resistance and 
defending their lands and 
holy sites, Hamas affirmed. 
It said that the West Bank 
would remain the strong 
supporter of Gaza and the 
Al-Aqsa Flood battle, calling 
on the West Bankers to or-
ganize popular committees 
in all cities and villages to 
repel the IOF attacks.

Pak “dis-
appointed” 

over...
From PAge 01

community to work togeth-
er to ensure peace. Asked 
whether Pakistan intended 
to send its troops to Pales-
tine under any mandate, not 
to fight against Israel rather 
for maintenance of peace, 
the spokesperson said that 
Pakistan had no such plan. 
She said Pakistan had a 
peaceful posture and never 
started a war with any coun-
try and always called for 
dialogue to seek resolution 
of the issues. She reiterat-
ed Pakistan’s condemna-
tion on Israeli atrocities in 
Gaza particularly the recent 
attack on a hospital. She 
said the a deliberate attack 
on civilians constituted to 
war crimes. Spokesperson 
Mumtaz Baloch told the me-
dia that a chartered plane 
carrying 100 tons of human-
itarian assistance including 
medical supplies, tents and 
blankets would leave later 
on the day for Egypt for 
their onward transportation 
to Gaza for the suffering 
Palestinian population.

Alvi calls for 
ceasefire, 

visits...
From PAge 01

Palestinian people on be-
half of the government and 
people of Pakistan. “On be-
half of the Pakistani people, 
we condemn the brutalities 
happening in Gaza, the dis-
proportionate reaction of 
Israel, and the apartheid 
for the last 30-40 years. We 
condemn that people are 
being brutalized and killed. 
In fact, the hospital in Gaza 
was bombed and more than 
500 people died. All this 
creates more bitterness,” 
the president stated. Dr Alvi 
said that Pakistan would al-
ways stand by Palestine and 
would only accept a solution 
that was acceptable to the 
Palestinians. The president 
said that the United Nations 
should debate the atrocities 
that happened in Palestine, 
and the UNSC should pass 
a resolution to stop Israeli 
atrocities. He said that such 
brutal actions created more 
possibilities of hatred lead-
ing to more wars, adding 
that the Organistaion of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
should raise a strong voice 
in support of Palestine.

PM Kakar 
hails...

From PAge 01
the Forum were actually a 
roadmap for not just physi-
cal connectivity but also an 
important stabilising factor 
in international order.
Prime Minister Kakar said 
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive was a “pragmatic” and 
“practical” answer to the 
global political, economic 
and civilisational challenges 
faced by many nations.
He said China’s unprece-
dented progress was a role 
model which transformed 
the lives of the millions of 
its people, also having no 
parallel in the world history.
He told the Chinese presi-
dent that across the whole 
political structures in Paki-
stan, there was no dissent-
ing view about China.

Pakistan geared up for 
Australia challenge

Babar Azam, are all set for yet another major challenge amid their ICC 
World Cup 2023 campaign as they take on five-time champions Australia 

ICC World Cup 2023

SpoRtS DeSk

BENGALURU: Pakistan men’s cricket 
team, led by Babar Azam, are all set for yet 
another major challenge amid their ICC 
World Cup 2023 campaign as they take on 
five-time champions Australia on Friday.
It is the maiden contest of the ICC World 
Cup 2023 at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium 
and the battle of the two cricket powerhous-
es promises to deliver thrill and excitement 
to the fans in the stands and around the 
world. This is the Babar Azam-led side’s 
fourth match in the tournament and they 
are placed fourth on the 10-team points ta-
ble with two wins from three matches.
They have had five days to rejuvenate since 
their arrival in the city. Over the last two 
days, the team has practiced under lights 
and in the afternoon, in their bid to accli-
matise to the conditions. “I think the first 
impressions from everyone was cool, it is 
a pretty small venue. Boundaries are short 
here and the conditions for the game look 
very good,” Pakistan head coach Grant 
Bradburn told PCB Digital in the lead-up to 
the game. “We have done our homework on 
the venue – it is quite a high scoring venue 
that probably relates more to the boundary 

size, which is 63-64 meters. The batters re-
ally enjoyed the opportunity to get on some 
true surfaces and the bowlers enjoyed it 
too as there is a fair bit of bounce.
“It is going to be a venue where the bat-
ters are going to really enjoy getting in on 
and the bowlers are also going to be real-
ly asked some serious questions. I do not 
think there is going to be a lot of margin 
for error on this wicket … As a bowling at-

tack, you know, we haven’t been quite as 
accurate as we would like to be in recent 
times and this venue is going to demand 
some discipline and accuracy.” Though the 
match against India at Ahmedabad did not 
produce favourable results, Bradburn be-
lieves that it provided some crucial learn-
ings from which the team will benefit in the 
tournament. “There is always pressure on 
the team to win. When we do not, we cri-

tique our performances very, very closely 
and we’ve done that over the last couple of 
days, too. I think the experiences from Ah-
medabad were fantastic.
“It was a great opportunity to learn and 
grow from the whole experience of play-
ing in front of a very large, hostile crowd. 
It is unusual to play in front of a crowd, 
which is pretty much, you know, solely 
there for the opposition. However, it was 
nice to hear some silence as well at times 
when we were batting well. “We had some 
really good honest conversations yester-
day as a group talking about how we want-
ed to take the game on more and we did 
have an opportunity to be a little bit more 
assertive with the bat earlier on.
“As a result, we put ourselves under a little 
bit of pressure and then you know, we just 
didn’t get enough to really put pressure 
on in the second innings. That, however, 
doesn’t take away from the fact that as a 
group, we’ve also acknowledged that we 
didn’t put enough balls in good areas.
“We have also had some wonderful insights 
about the venues too – the ball is scuffing up 
quite quickly and looks like it is dog chewed 
after about 20 overs. It obviously means the 
ball becomes a little bit softer, which makes 
it difficult to score in the later stages.

India beat Bangladesh 
to stay perfect at WC

PUNE: India registered their fourth consecutive win during the ongoing ICC World Cup 
2023 by beating Bangladesh by seven wickets.  Virat Kohli’s unbeaten century sealed his 
side’s win in four World Cup matches. The star batter reached his century and ended 
the match in style with a six against spinner Nasum Ahmed when he needed three runs 
to complete his century and India required two more runs to reach a target of 257. They 
got there with more than eight overs to spare, finishing on 261-3. Kohli faced 97 balls, 
including six fours and four sixes, with this century his third score in excess of fifty in 
four innings following contributions of 85 and 55 not out in recent pool wins over Aus-
tralia and Afghanistan. But for Bangladesh, a third defeat in four matches left them with 
an uphill struggle to qualify for the semi-finals. The stage was set for Kohli by an opening 
partnership of 88 between India skipper Rohit Sharma (48) and Shubman Gill (53). Ro-
hit signalled India’s intentions with a second-ball cover-driven four off Shoriful Islam as 
Bangladesh bowling coach Allan Donald, the former South Africa spearhead, looking on 
from the boundary edge. Rohit, fresh from scores of 131 and 86 against Afghanistan and 
Pakistan respectively, hooked Hasan Mahmud for a huge six only to hole out when trying 
to repeat the shot next ball. Kohli, however, was soon into his stride with a four — off a 
free hit — and a sublime straight six from successive Mahmud deliveries. Gill’s exit, as he 
just failed to clear the rope for a third time, made little difference to the run-spree. Ear-
lier, spinners Kuldeep Yadav and Ravindra Jadeja sparked a top-order collapse against 
a Bangladesh side who had won three of their four previous ODIs against India. The 
Tigers were held to 256-8, having been well-placed at 93 without loss, after stand-in 
Tigers skipper Najmul Hossain Shanto won the toss on a good batting pitch. Jadeja 
took a miserly 2-38 from his 10 overs and Yadav 1-47. Tanzid Hasan, whose 51 was the 
left-hander´s maiden ODI fifty, and Liton Das (66) shared a fine opening stand while 
facing Jasprit Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj only for Bangladesh to slump to 137-4. The 
22-year-old Tanzid, whose highest score in eight previous ODIs was 16, completed a 
41-ball fifty before he was lbw to left-arm wrist-spinner Yadav. – Agencies

Nawaz’s 
arrest 

warrant...
From PAge 01

National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) did not raise any 
objections to the protective 
bail sought by the PML-N 
supremo in corruption cas-
es. Earlier, an accountability 
court suspended the arrest 
warrant issued against him 
in the Toshakhana case. 
A two-member IHC bench 
comprising Chief Justice 
Aamer Farooq and Justice 
Miangul Hassan Aurang-
zeb heard the Nawaz’s bail 
petitions. Reacting to the 
verdict, PML-N President 
and former prime minister 
Shehbaz Sharif welcomed 
the IHC decision, saying his 
elder brother was disqual-
ified based on a “fictitious 
and fabricated story”, “The 
elected Prime Minister, 
Nawaz Sharif, was disquali-
fied based on a fictitious and 
fabricated story. He was im-
plicated in absurd cases and 
subjected to mistreatment,” 
he wrote on X.   “Any fair 
hearing would have estab-
lished his innocence. Bail is 
a fundamental right, and we 
welcome the IHC decision in 
this regard, hoping that jus-
tice will prevail, InshaAllah,” 
the PML-N chief added. A 
day earlier, the IHC issued 
a notice to NAB on Nawaz’s 
petitions seeking protective 
bail in corruption referenc-
es. The NAB Rawalpindi Bu-
reau had nominated Rafay 
Maqsood to appear before 
the IHC bench as a prosecu-
tor. The three-time former 
prime minister was declared 
a proclaimed offender by the 
IHC in Avenfield and Al-Azi-
zia cases over non-compli-
ance after he went to Lon-
don for medical treatment 
with the court’s permission 
in November 2019.

Nawaz 
touches 

down in...
From PAge 01

meeting, sources told Geo 
News. He was given “spe-
cial protocol” on arrival at 
the Dubai airport. Nawaz 
will be meeting a selected 
group of people during his 
two-day stay in Dubai and 
will leave for Pakistan on 
Saturday morning — first 
to Islamabad and then to 
Lahore. Nawaz will be ac-
companied by around 150 
people on his return to Pa-
kistan in a chartered plane. 
Journalists, politicians and 
activists have booked the 
ticket for Pakistan’s return. 
All the legal hurdles were 
removed earlier in the day 
in the smooth return of the 
former prime minister af-
ter he was granted protec-
tive bail in two graft cases 
while his arrest warrant in 
the Toshakhana case was 
suspended by an accounta-
bility court. The three-time 
premier reached London 
on November 19, 2019, 
when he fell critically ill in 
prison. It was alleged by 
the family that the Imran 
Khan-led government and 
his “backers” had tried 
to poison Nawaz. He was 
treated at the Harley Street 
Clinic and London Bridge 
Hospital for four months. 
Nawaz had been diagnosed 
with an immune system 
disorder and doctors in Pa-
kistan recommended that 
he should go abroad for 
treatment as his condition 
continued to deteriorate 
despite the best possible 
care in the country.

Army Chief 
lauds PAF...

From PAge 01
Speaking at the occasion, 
the Air Chief lauded the 
utmost support extend-
ed by General Syed Asim 
Munir in the pursuit of 
PAF’s modernization drive 
and appreciated the whole 
hearted participation from 
the 14 allied countries, 
which will pave the way 
for miltary-to-miltary co-
operation in the backdrop 
of futuristic aerial warfare.  
Highlighting the signifi-
cance of the exercise, the 
Air Chief emphasized that 
exercise Indus Shield of-
fers a unique opportunity 
for participating air forces 
to showcase their unparal-
leled skills and operational 
capabilities. He commend-
ed the dynamic role played 
by PAF’s Airpower Center 
of Excellence in success-
fully orchestrating this 
mega exercise, ensuring 
meticulous supervision, 
conduct, analysis and as-
sessment of aerial warfare 
missions. Chief of the Air 
Staff highlighted that the 
Centre’s state-of-the-art in-
frastructure and resources 
have played a pivotal role 
in ensuring the successful 
execution of this signifi-
cant air exercise. 

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Palestine Ahmed Rabei speaking on the occasion of All Parties Conference on Palestine. Representatives from 
PML Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, PTI Ali Mohammad Khan, Jamaat-e-Islami Mian Mohammad Aslam and others attended the conference. 

Uzma Gul organized the conference. – DNA

SA wants to 
host Women's 

WC tournament
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia wants to host the 2035 Women's 
World Cup, says the technical director of the country's 
women's team. The Gulf kingdom has already lodged a for-
mal bid to host the 2034 men's World Cup. "I believe it's a 
bright future (for the women's and girls' game in Saudi Ara-
bia)," said Monika Staab at the Leaders Week conference 
at Twickenham. Saudi Arabia has been accused of human 
rights abuses and criminalises same-sex relationships.
Many women's football players are open about their sex-
uality with several critical of plans for tourism authority 
Visit Saudi to sponsor the 2023 World Cup in Australia 
and New Zealand. Those plans were eventually abandoned 
by Fifa after the host nations expressed their disappoint-
ment with the idea. Amnesty International Australia cam-
paigner Nikita White said in February: "It would be quite 
the irony for Saudi's tourism body to sponsor the largest 
celebration of women's sport in the world when you con-
sider that, as a woman in Saudi Arabia, you can't even 
have a job without the permission of your male guardian."
Why is Saudi Arabia's involvement in sport controversial?
Saudi Arabia is already in the running to host the AFC 
Women's Asian Cup in 2026 with Australia also bidding 
for the tournament. "I told (the sport's administrators) 
it takes time to go to the World Cup. I know they want 
to host the men's World Cup - why not host the Wom-
en's World Cup in 2035?" said Staab. – Agencies

Mohamed Salah 
condemns 

Israeli brutality 
in Gaza

L IVERPOOL football 
star Mohamed Salah 

has made a heartfelt plea 
for an end to the "mas-
sacres" in Gaza, urging 
humanitarian aid to be al-
lowed into the region.  Sa-
lah released a video state-
ment on his social media 
accounts, marking his first 
comments on the ongo-
ing Israel-Hamas conflict, 
which has seen heavy casu-
alties.  The Gaza health min-
istry has reported at least 
3,478 Palestinians killed 
and 12,065 injured in Israe-
li air strikes since October 
7th, following an attack by 
Palestinian militant group 
Hamas on Israeli towns.* 
Egyptian trucks carrying 
aid to Gaza are moving clos-
er to the border, but it's un-
certain when, or if, they'll 
be allowed to cross due to 
security concerns. – DNA
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SEOUL : Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov has met North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, Rus-
sia’s foreign ministry said  as the 
two countries forge closer ties in 
the face of what they see as a hos-
tile and aggressive U.S.-led West-
ern camp. .Lavrov, who arrived 
in Pyongyang , earlier thanked 
North Korea for backing Russia’s 
military actions in Ukraine and 
pledged Moscow’s “complete 
support and solidarity” for Kim, 
Russia’s foreign ministry said. 
Lavrov’s visit is seen as setting 
the stage for a visit by President 
Vladimir Putin, who has stepped 
up cooperation with politically 
isolated North Korea. Speaking at 
a reception hosted by the North 
on Wednesday, Lavrov said Mos-
cow strongly valued Pyongyang’s 

“unwavering and principled sup-
port” for Russia in the Ukraine 
war, which it calls a “special mil-
itary operation”. “Likewise the 
Russian Federation extends its 
complete support and solidar-
ity with the aspirations of the 
DPRK,” Lavrov said, according 
to the transcript of the speech 
released on his ministry’s web-
site. DPRK are the initials of the 
North’s official name, the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea. After talks with North Ko-
rean Foreign Minister Choe Son 
Hui, Lavrov later told reporters 
that increased military activi-
ties by the United States and 
its allies Japan and South Korea 
were a cause for concern, Rus-
sia’s state-run RIA news agency 
reported. The U.S. and South 
Korean navies on Thursday 
joined those of four other coun-
tries - Canada, Belgium, New 
Zealand and the Philippines - for 

an anti-naval mine exercise off 
South Korea’s south coast, the 
South Korean defence ministry 
said. A U.S. B-52 bomber made 
a rare landing in South Korea on 
Thursday to underline the two 
countries’ alliance against North 
Korea’s rising nuclear threats, 
South Korea’s military said.
In his comments, Lavrov said 
North Korea, China and Russia 
were pursuing a policy of seek-
ing to ease regional tensions. 
North Korean state media said 
Lavrov’s visit would mark a 
“significant occasion” in further 
consolidating relations between 
Pyongyang and Moscow. Photos 
released by the Russian foreign 
ministry showed Lavrov being 
greeted by people holding flow-
ers and flags of the two coun-
tries upon arrival. INCREASED 
CONTACTS
Lavrov’s two-day visit comes a 
month after North Korean lead-

er Kim made a rare trip to Rus-
sia, during which he invited Pu-
tin to Pyongyang and discussed 
military cooperation. Russia’s 
TASS news agency said Lavrov 
might also brief North Korean 
leaders on the results of Putin’s 
visit this week to China. A U.S. 
think-tank said on Tuesday that 
satellite images showed con-
tinued activity around a North 
Korean port near Russia, indi-
cating at least six trips by sea 
between the two countries since 
late August. The shipments 
between the port of Rajin and 
Russia’s Dunai are possibly re-
lated to the transfer of North 
Korean munitions to Russia, 
the Washington-based Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies (CSIS) said. Separately, 
a North Korean cargo-passenger 
ferry that had carried foreign 
tourists from Japan or South 
Korea was seen at a drydock at 

the same port this month, most 
likely for maintenance, CSIS said. 
It was not clear whether the ves-
sel would be used to supplement 
trade activity between Russia and 
North Korea, it said. The White 
House said last week that North 
Korea had recently provided Rus-
sia with a shipment of weapons 
in what it called a troubling de-
velopment. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said the Western 
allegations were not based on 
evidence. South Korea and the 
United States have expressed 
concern about increased exchang-
es between Russia and the North, 
and the allies have stepped up mil-
itary drills together with Japan in 
response to the threat from North 
Korea. South Korea has urged 
Russia to comply with United Na-
tions resolutions in its exchanges 
with North Korea, a South Kore-
an foreign ministry spokesperson 
told a briefing on Thursday.

Russia’s FM hails deeper ties in N.Korea visit

Briefs
Marcos to 

address food
 security at 

GCC
MANILA: President Ferdi-
nand R. Marcos Jr. said that 
he would focus on priority 
issues for the Philippines 
such as food security and 
energy at the upcoming 
summit in Riyadh of the 
GCC and Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations.
A political and economic un-
ion of 10 states in Southeast 
Asia, including the Philip-
pines, ASEAN has in recent 
years been increasing its 
engagements with mem-
bers of the GCC — Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Bah-
rain, Kuwait and the UAE.
Top leaders of the two blocs 
are scheduled to meet in Ri-
yadh for their first summit 
on Friday.
“This is a particularly im-
portant conference because 
this is the first interaction 
between ASEAN and the 
GCC, both of whom are 
very vibrant regions in 
terms of economic develop-
ment for the globe,” Mar-
cos told reporters at the 
Villamor Airbase in Pasay 
City, before his departure 
for Saudi Arabia. “It gives 
us the Philippines a unique 
opportunity to advance 
our priorities in ASEAN 
under the ASEAN-GCC 
framework ... This summit 
will serve as an important 
platform for the Philippines 
to highlight the need for 
cooperation in energy and 
food security, logistics, sup-
ply chains, digital, the free 
flow of goods, people, and 
services, as well as the en-
hancement and protection 
of the rights, of course, of 
our overseas workers.”
Half of nearly 2 million over-
seas Filipino workers live 
and work in GCC countries, 
mainly Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE. Often referred to 
in the Philippines as “mod-
ern-day heroes,” their re-
mittances have in the past 
decade contributed an aver-
age of nearly 10 percent of 
the country’s gross domes-
tic product. —DNA

Sweden 
arrests 2 for 
intelligence 

breach
STOCKHOLM : Sweden’s 
security service said that 
two people have been ar-
rested in connection with 
a suspected intelligence 
breach, with media identify-
ing them as a former mem-
ber of the military and an 
intelligence agency employ-
ee. The pair was arrested in 
a raid Tuesday by the Swed-
ish Security Service (Sapo).
“We have conducted an op-
eration and two people have 
been arrested,” Karin Lutz, 
press officer for Sapo.
She said they were suspect-
ed of “aggravated unauthor-
ised use of classified infor-
mation,” describing it as a 
“serious crime.”
Newspaper Expressen re-
ported that the suspects 
were a married couple, and 
the husband had a “long 
career within the Swedish 
Armed Forces” and was 
currently employed in the 
public sector.

MENA firms 
urged to
 embrace 

sustainability
RIYADH: Businesses in the 
Middle East and North Afri-
ca region need to recognize 
that the sustainability tran-
sition can unlock unique 
opportunities while reduc-
ing headwind risks, a global 
report has urged.  
The study, conducted in col-
laboration between Bain & 
Co. and the World Econom-
ic Forum, has revealed that 
companies in the region are 
trailing behind their global 
counterparts in adopting 
sustainability practices.
Additionally, it added that 
consumers tend to underes-
timate the unique environ-
mental vulnerabilities spe-
cific to the MENA region. 
As it examined the challeng-
es posed by climate change 
to the nature, economies, 
and businesses in the re-
gion, the report put forward 
several recommendations.  
These included advocat-
ing for the adoption of sci-
ence-based targets, promot-
ing the decarbonization of 
operations, emphasizing 
the need for resilient plan-
ning, and encouraging the 
mobilization of sustainable 
financial resources.  Poli-
cymakers are urged to take 
action by establishing clear 
climate regulations, facili-
tating access to technology 
and infrastructure.—APP

In the Court of Muham-
mad Farooq Azam Judge 

Family Court Gujrat

Title:Tayyaba Majeed.  
Versus  Qasim Sajjad 

Notice to:
Qasim Sajjad S/o. Mu-

hammad Sajjad R/o. Kula 
Chor P/o. Jalalpur Jattan 
Tehsil & District Gujrat.
Suit for Dissolution of 
marriage with dowery 

article etc.  
Whereas in the above 
mentioned case it has 

been proved to the 
satisfaction of the court 

that the above mentioned 
defendants are not 

served in ordinary way. It 
is therefore proclaimed 
under order 5 rule 20 

CPC that if the said de-
fendants will not appear 
personally or through a 
duly authorized agent or 
pleader in court at 8 AM 
on 23-10-2023, otherwise 
case will be decided ex 

party.

Mushahid given Silk 
Road award at BRI forum

In acceptance speech, Senator condemns West’s double standards & complicity in Gaza Genocide

Dna

ISLAMABAD:  In recognition of 
his longstanding role on CPEC, 
Senator Mushahid Hussain was 
presented with a Special Award 
during the Media Cooperation 
Forum on Belt & Road Initiative 
(BRI) being held in Beijing. The 
Award Ceremony was held on 
the sidelines of the 3rd Belt & 
Road Forum, and the Award was 
conferred by Li Shulei, Chief of 
Media, Information & Commu-
nication of the Communist Party 
of China and also member of the 
Party’s top policymaking Political 
Bureau. In his acceptance speech, 
Senator Mushahid Hussain said 
he was ‘humbled & honoured’ to 
be given this prestigious first ever 
‘Silk Road News Award’, adding 
‘this is an honour for not just my-
self but for Pakistan and it’s peo-
ple’. Two other Awardees were 
from Uganda and Russia, and the 
3 Award winners were chosen 
from amongst 4485 participants 
from 80 countries. Mushahid 
thanked China for its consistent 

and enduring support to Pakistan, 
particularly investment in CPEC 
projects. Referring to the speech 
of President Xi Jinping at the Belt 
& Road Forum, he said ‘BRI is 
a new platform for international 
economic cooperation’ terming 
the BRI as the ‘most significant 
development and diplomatic in-
itiative in the 21st Century’. He 
said core of the BRI and, indeed, 

Pakistan-China relations, is the 
people-to-people connectivity, 
especially role of media, think 
tanks, academia, youth and NGOs 
to build a more ‘open, inclusive 
and interconnected world’. Quot-
ing Chairman Mao that ‘an idea 
becomes a material force when 
it is grasped by millions and mil-
lions of people’, added Senator 
Mushahid, that ‘BRI is today a ma-

terial force in the world’, bringing 
benefits and opportunities global-
ly’. Referring to the internation-
al situation, Senator Mushahid 
Hussain said in the Middle East, 
‘we are witnessing a genocide in 
Gaza, where the West is complicit 
in Israeli crimes as they are sup-
porting Israel’ and all their talk 
of human rights and democracy 
is ‘hypocritical based on double 

standards’. He termed the Gaza 
situation as a ‘struggle between 
the oppressed and oppressors’ 
and ‘we are with the oppressed & 
heroic Palestinians’. He termed 
the BRI as the way forward based 
on connectivity and cooperation 
and said ‘CPEC is guarantor for 
a better tomorrow for Pakistan 
and people of Pakistan, taking 
ownership of CPEC, will take 
CPEC forward towards success-
ful conclusion’. Finally, Senator 
Mushahid Hussain termed fake 
news, falsehoods and fiction as the 
‘biggest challenge to BRI’ since In-
formation Warfare was being waged 
against BRI. He urged a collective 
and cooperative approach of BRI 
countries on the media front as 
a ‘collective voice’ will be a force 
multiplier. Vice Ministers for Inter-
national Communication from the 
Publicity and International Depart-
ments of the Communist Party of 
China were present at the ceremo-
ny, which was hosted by ‘People’s 
Daily’ at its headquarters and Presi-
dent and Editor-in-Chief of People’s 
Daily, party organ of CPC, were 
present alongside 200 journalists 
from over 60 countries.
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Azerbaijan study center &  
Heydar Aliyev corner enriched

Dna

ISLAMABAD: The Embas-
sy of Azerbaijan in Pakistan 
renewed & enriched the 
Azerbaijan Study Center 
& Heydar Aliyev Corner 
operating in the National 
Library of Pakistan.  At the 
event organized on this oc-
casion, Ambassador Khazar 
Farhadov spoke about the 
great work done by the Na-
tional Leader of Azerbaijan 
Heydar Aliyev for the pro-
tection of independence 
and development of Azer-
baijan, the visionary policy 
of President Ilham Aliyev, 
and the liberation of our ter-
ritories from Armenian occu-
pation under his leadership, 
as well as the Azerbaijan-Pa-
kistan relations and Western 
Azerbaijan Community.

Tech revives 
endangered native 

American languages
BLOOMINGTON : Linguistics experts are turning to 
cutting-edge technologies to revitalize threatened Na-
tive American languages -- and rejuvenate generations of 
Indigenous tradition -- through new approaches such as 
children’s books and smartphone apps. In one such en-
deavor, three Native American women rack their brains 
as they gather around a computer, trying to remember 
-- and record -- dozens of Apache language words related 
to everyday activities such as cooking and eating. They 
are creating an online English-Apache dictionary, just 
one of several projects working to preserve endangered 
Indigenous languages in the United States. The women 
are working with Rapid Word Collection (RWC) software, 
which uses an algorithm to search Apache text and audio 
databases for so-called forgotten words. The words are 
then defined, translated into English, and their pronunci-
ation recorded, so the dictionary’s users will know how to 
say them properly. Teacher Joycelene Johnson and two of 
her colleagues validate the definition of the word Apache 
word “kapas,” which means potato in English. “The appli-
cations in the written language are good for (a) non-speak-
er -- at least they’ll have a museum of it where they can go 
to for reference,” said Johnson, a 68-year-old who teaches 
Apache vocabulary and grammar. According to her, the 
bilingual school on her reservation has about a thousand 
students -- but only one, an eleventh-grader, is fluent in 
Apache. Johnson spoke at just one of several workshops 
at the International Conference on Indigenous Language 
Documentation, Education and Revitalization (ICILDER) 
last weekend at the University of Indiana. Representa-
tives from around 40 Indigenous groups from around the 
world gathered in the college town of Bloomington just 
days after the United States -- which counts about 6.8 mil-
lion Native American residents, or about two percent of 
the population -- marked Indigenous People’s Day.

Global silence 
regrettable: Pak 
envoy on Gaza

newS DeSk

PARIS : Pakistan’s Ambassador to France Asim Iftikhar Ah-
mad on Thursday termed ‘unfortunate’ the silence over re-
peated and flagrant violation of international humanitarian 
law against innocent civilians in the occupied Palestinian 
territories. Speaking at the 217th session of the UNESCO 
Executive Board on Palestine, he said the 15-year long il-
legal blockade of Gaza had emboldened the perpetrators 
of such crimes. “It is the silence, and unwillingness to call 
out the aggression and illegal occupation – for over sev-
en decades – that is at the core of this dispute,” he said. 
The ambassador said Pakistan had publicly pronounced 
its position and strong condemnation of the air strike on 
the Gaza hospital. He said the government was also taking 
necessary measures to dispatch humanitarian assistance 
to Gaza. He said the silence was intellectual bankruptcy 
and needed serious introspection to do justice. “We call 
on the international community to take urgent measures 
to bring an immediate end to the Israeli bombardment and 
siege of Gaza,” he said. He said the international communi-
ty must also work in concert for a just, comprehensive and 
lasting peace with a viable, sovereign and contiguous State 
of Palestine on the basis of pre-1967 borders with Al-Quds 
Al-Sharif as its capital.

Lavrov’s visit is seen as setting the stage for a visit by President Vladimir Putin, who has stepped up 
cooperation with politically isolated North Korea

Indonesia, Malaysia boycott 
Frankfurt fair over Palestine

JAKARTA: Writers from 
Indonesia and Malaysia 
have stood in support of 
their countries’ decision 
to withdraw from the larg-
est international book fair 
in Frankfurt following the 
organizer’s public support 
for Israel.  Both countries 
were ready to participate 
in the fair that started 
on Wednesday when an 
awards ceremony to cel-
ebrate Palestinian writer 
Adania Shibli was called 
off last week. Shibli was 
going to be honored with 
the prestigious LiBeratur-
preis for her novel “Minor 
Detail,” which tells the 
true story of the rape and 
murder of a Palestinian 
girl by Israeli soldiers in 
1949.  The cancelation of 
the award ceremony coin-
cided with the ongoing Is-
raeli bombardment of the 
Gaza Strip, which start-
ed after the Gaza-based 
militant group Hamas 
attacked Israel on Oct. 
7.  Juergen Boos, direc-
tor of the Frankfurt Book 
Fair, published a state-
ment detailing plans “to 
make Jewish and Israeli 

voices especially visible” 
during the literary event 
and expressed “complete 
solidarity on the side of 
Israel.”  For Indonesians, 
the stance was “like read-
ing only one book to feel 
like you understand the 
whole world,” the Indo-
nesian Publishers Associ-
ation said in a statement 
on Monday, as it rejected 
“the Frankfurt Book Fair’s 
stance of supporting and 
giving a wider stage to Is-
rael at this year’s exhibition 
while denying the Palestin-
ian people’s right to inde-
pendence.”  Malaysia’s Edu-
cation Ministry followed suit 
hours later, saying it would 
“not compromise on Israeli 
violence in Palestine.”  The 
decisions found widespread 
support in literary circles.  
Malaysian writer Faisal Teh-
rani told media reporters he 
was saddened by the book 
fair’s decision to sideline 
Shibli, whom he believes 
“will get the Nobel one day.”  
With Malaysia’s support 
for Palestine, which tran-
scends political differences, 
it would be “unthinkable” to 
participate in the Frankfurt 

fair, he said, adding that its 
organizer’s approach com-
pletely disregarded the situ-
ation in Gaza, where 3,400 
people, mostly women and 
children, had been killed 
since the beginning of the 
Israeli onslaught.  “FBF 
gathers literary figures and 
authors. Literature is about 
humanity,” Tehrani said. 
“What FBF did is baffling 
truly.”  Indonesian novelist 
Laksmi Pamuntjak, who 
won the LiBeraturpreis in 
2016, issued a statement 
in support of her country’s 
decision to withdraw.  The 
Frankfurt Book Fair’s de-
cision to side with Israel 
“shows that this book fair 
no longer represents the 
voice of the world, where 
all nations and countries 
have the right and deserve 
a platform to voice their 
own truths,” she said, add-
ing that organizers should 
have set the stage also for 
Palestinian writers, instead 
of “shutting down their 
voices.”  Indonesian writer 
Andina Dwi Fatma has de-
clined an invitation to speak 
at a literary event associat-
ed with the Frankfurt Book 

Fair after the organizers 
announced their position.  
“I’ve been following the 
news with a broken heart. 
And after I saw what FBF 
posted … I told them that 
I can’t attend the festival 
now that they made clear 
that they stand in complete 
solidarity with Israel,” 
“I think everybody must 
do something within their 
means … This is not a bi-
lateral problem between 
Israel and Palestine; it’s a 
genocide, a humanitarian 
tragedy. So, declining that 
invitation is the least I can 
do as a writer.”  For novelist 
Okky Madasari, Indonesia’s 
decision not to participate 
in the fair was valid as it 
was important for writers, 
publishers and intellectuals 
to remind the world “that 
such a support disregarding 
the context and history can 
provide Israel with justifica-
tion to kill more people and 
do more violence.”  She 
told that events such as the 
Frankfurt Book Fair are 
seen by many as a noble 
medium to advance hu-
man knowledge and un-
derstanding.  

Court Notice

In the Court of Muham-
mad Amir Sultan Kalachi 

Civil Judge Gujrat
Title: Zaheer Abbas.  
Versus  Muhammad 

Akhtar etc.
Notice to:

Muhammad Akhtar S/o. 
Nawab Khan Cast Ansari 
R/o. Mohallah Noorpur 

Sharqi Gujrat.
Suit for Permanent 

Injection
Whereas in the above 
mentioned case it has 

been proved to the 
satisfaction of the court 

that the above mentioned 
defendants are not 

served in ordinary way. It 
is therefore proclaimed 
under order 5 rule 20 

CPC that if the said de-
fendants will not appear 
personally or through a 
duly authorized agent or 
pleader in court at 8 AM 
on 24-11-2023, otherwise 
case will be decided ex 

party.

Court Notice

Shift in 
Turkiye’s 

economic 
policies 
attract 

investors
ANKARA : The French 
bank BNP Paribas was the 
latest in the row to back 
Türkiye’s economic policies 
drive in its report published 
Wednesday noting that nor-
malization in policies along 
with easing in risk premi-
ums have restored confi-
dence among investors and 
rating agencies.
“Official foreign exchange 
reserves consolidated over 
the summer, the Turkish 
lira is much more stable and 
risk premiums have eased,” 
the bank said.  “Economic 
growth remains resilient 
despite the slowdown in 
domestic credit, and the 
budget deficit is much 
lower than expected given 
pre-election promises,” it 
noted. Following elections, 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan named a new econom-
ic team of technocrats with 
Wall Street experience and 
broad support among for-
eign investors to embrace 
more conventional econom-
ic policies, including mone-
tary tightening. Since June, 
the Central Bank of the Re-
public of Türkiye (CBRT) 
hiked rates by a combined 
2,150 basis points to rein 
in inflation and vowed to 
deliver further tightening 
if needed. The central bank 
is due to announce its lat-
est decision on the interest 
rates during its meeting 
scheduled for next week.

Tesla 
quarterly 
results 

disappoints
 

NEW YORK :Tesla’s results 
for the third quarter missed 
analyst estimates , as the 
Elon Musk-run company 
was hit by higher costs and 
the fallout from price dis-
counts. The Texas-based 
electric vehicle giant said 
sales in the July to Septem-
ber period reached $23.35 
billion, lower than the $24.19 
billion forecasted by analysts 
polled by Factset. The com-
pany also saw net profits 
come in less than hoped for, 
at 66 cents per share instead 
of 73 cents forecasted. Musk 
has undertaken multiple 
price cuts throughout 2023 
on vehicles, telling investors 
in April that the company has 
taken the view that pushing 
for higher sales is the right 
choice versus taking a big-
ger margin.— Agencies 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Thursday dis-
patched the first consignment carrying 
relief assistance to Gaza as Israel’s in-
discriminate bombardment continues 
on the Hamas-ruled strip, killing thou-
sands and displacing millions.
The relief assistance, carrying one thou-
sand winter tents, four thousand blan-
kets, and three tonnes of medicines, will 
reach Palestine via Egypt in a chartered 
aircraft, the Foreign Office said in a 
statement. Israel’s unabated airstrikes 
on Gaza have claimed nearly 3,500 lives 
while thousands of others are injured. 
Entire city blocks have been levelled, 
water, food, and power have been cut 
off, and over one million people have 
been displaced. Hamas’s October 7 at-
tack on Israel has claimed more than 
1,400 lives — and the conflict has set off 
a wave of fury across the Middle East 
against Israel and its Western allies.
At the media briefing today, FO spokes-
person Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Pa-
kistan remains deeply concerned about 
the situation of “our Palestinian broth-
ers and sisters” in Gaza.
“We strongly condemn the Israeli ag-
gression and blockade, particularly the 

recent attack on a Gaza hospital. Israel’s 
actions violate international humanitar-
ian and human rights law,” she added.
The FO spokesperson further said delib-
erate attacks against civilian targets con-
stitute war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. “We call for an immediate 
ceasefire; an end to the siege of Gaza; 
and the facilitation of humanitarian cor-

ridors for unrestricted relief supplies.”
The development came as Israel 
agreed on a deal for an initial 20 
trucks carrying relief goods to cross 
the shuttered Rafah crossing from 
Egypt into Gaza, with the first deliv-
eries expected Friday at the earliest. 
More than 100 trucks carrying aid 
goods have been queued for days on 

the Egyptian side of the Rafah border 
crossing, the only entry or exit point 
to Gaza not controlled by Israel.
Cairo has so far kept it closed, point-
ing to repeated Israeli strikes near the 
crossing and voicing fears that Israel 
may be hoping to permanently drive Pal-
estinians out and into Egypt´s Sinai de-
sert. On the Gaza side, scores of people 

were again waiting, desperate to flee, 
but careful to keep a distance of about 
100 metres (300 feet) in case of new Is-
raeli strikes. There are fears of worse 
to come if Israel launches its anticipat-
ed ground invasion aimed at destroying 
Hamas and rescuing Israeli and foreign 
hostages, whose known number Israel 
on Thursday revised up to 203.

Pakistan sends humanitarian aid for Palestinians via Egypt

Briefs
LHC gives 

police 
more time 
to recover 

Rashid
DNA

LAHORE: The Lahore High 
Court’s (LHC) Rawalpindi 
bench on Thursday granted 
police more time till Octo-
ber 26 to recover Awami 
Muslim League chief and 
PTI ally Sheikh Rashid, 
whose whereabouts haven’t 
been traced since his arrest 
last month. He was arrest-
ed from his residence in 
Rawalpindi on September 
17 according to his lawyer 
Sardar Abdul Razzak Khan.
“Men in plain clothes ar-
rested Sheikh Rashid from 
his residence,” the lawyer 
had said, claiming that the 
former interior minister 
had been moved to an “un-
disclosed location”.
The next day on Sep 18 
Rashid’s nephew had filed 
a petition in LHC’s same 
bench seeking direction to 
the police to produce his un-
cle, a brother and two serv-
ants. On Sep 21, the Evac-
uee Trust Property Board 
had sealed Lal Haveli – the 
political office and public 
secretariat of Rashid Ahmed 
– after the board chairman 
cancelled the registry of the 
building. The LHC on Sep 
22 summoned Rawalpin-
di Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Syed Khurram Ali on 
September 26 regarding the 
former lawmaker’s arrest.

IMF wants 
immediate 

raise in 
gas prices

DNA
ISLAMABAD: As the people 
in Pakistan are already fed 
up with the record-high and 
sustained inflation, the In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has conveyed its an-
noyance over not increasing 
the gas prices – a move that 
will only worsen the existing 
cost-of-living crisis. Accord-
ing to sources, the IMF says 
not raising the gas tariffs 
from July 1 is a violation of 
the $3 billion agreement 
signed by Pakistan after the 
expiry of the previous pro-
gramme on June 30.
The current nine-month 
deal, which will end on 
March 31 next year, carries 
strict conditions including 
increase in fuel prices, gas 
and power tariffs, and let 
the market decide the dollar 
exchange rate without any 
government or State Bank 
of Pakistan intervention.
As a result, the people are 
experiencing a sustained 
inflation rate which is in-
creasing further amid the 
rising prices and rupee 
depreciation. However, the 
government crackdown on 
money markets has raised 
some hope that the infla-
tion might be controlled in 
the longer-run.
The IMF has told Islama-
bad, the sources in finance 
ministry say, that the two 
gas distribution compa-
nies – Sui Northern and 
Sui Southern – have faced 
a Rs46 billion loss because 
the tariffs were not modi-
fied with effect from July 1.

Sunak likens 
genocider 
Netanyahu 
to Churchill

TEL AVIV: Israeli forces 
continued their air assault 
on Gaza, while both British 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
and US President Joe Biden 
made visits to demonstrate 
support for Israel and dis-
cuss the ongoing conflict 
with Hamas. Speaking after 
a meeting with Israeli coun-
terpart Benjamin Netanya-
hu, the PM said the Pales-
tinian people were “victims 
of Hamas too”. He repeated 
the UK supported Israel’s 
right to self-defence, in line 
with international law.
Borrowing a phrase from 
Britain’s leader during 
World War Two, Sir Win-
ston Churchill, Netanyahu 
said the Hamas attack was 
“our darkest hour” and “the 
world’s darkest hour”. Mr Su-
nak said: “I’m proud to stand 
here with you in Israel’s dark-
est hour as your friend. “We 
will stand with you in solidar-
ity, we will stand with your 
people. And we also want you 
to win.” – Agencies

Putin accuses 
IOC of ‘ethnic 

discrimination’ 
MOSCOW: Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin ac-
cused the International 
Olympic Committee of “eth-
nic discrimination” ahead of 
the 2024 Paris Games, from 
which Russian and Belaru-
sian athletes are banned 
from competing under their 
national flags.
The IOC still has to make a 
final ruling on whether ath-
letes from Russia and Bela-
rus, a key ally for Moscow 
in its offensive on Ukraine, 
will be permitted to com-
pete next summer.
“Thanks to some heads of 
the modern International 
Olympic Committee we 
found out that an invitation 
to the Games is not an un-
conditional right for the 
best athletes, but some kind 
of privilege and you can get 
it not on sports results but 
by some political gestures,” 
Putin said at a sports forum 
in the Urals city of Perm.
“The Games themselves 
could be used as an instru-
ment of political pressure 
towards those people who 
have nothing to do with 
politics, and as a gross -- in 
reality -- racist, ethnic dis-
crimination.”
He added that: “Some 
sports officials have simply 
given themselves the right 
to determine who is cov-
ered by the Olympic Char-
ter and who is not.”
Putin later said he believed 
new sporting bodies and 
leagues would eventually 
replace what he called an 
existing “monopoly” over 
international sport.
“All kinds of (new) leagues, 
associations, clubs and so 
on ... They will certainly 
undermine the existing mo-
nopoly of officials over in-
ternational sport,” he said.
The IOC last week sus-
pended Russia’s national 
Olympic body for violating 
the territorial integrity of 
Ukraine’s membership 
by recognising regional 
organisations in occupied 
Ukraine. Russia launched 
a full-scale offensive against 
Ukraine in February 2022, 
with its neighbour Belarus 
allowing Moscow’s troops 
to use its territory as a 
launchpad. – Agencies

Shujaat 
worried for 

well-being of 
Palestinian 

kids
DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Quaid chief 
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain 
on Thursday urged the Pa-
kistan government to raise 
voice for the protection of 
Paletinian children in Gaza.
In a statement released 
here, the PML-Q chief 
asserted that Pakistan 
should at least raise voice 
for the safety and protec-
tion of innocent children 
in Gaza, if it did not want 
to join the savage war.
Drawing attention to the 
killing of thousands of in-
nocent Palestinians, nota-
bly children and women, 
Shujaat stressed the need 
for evacuating the wounded 
Palestinians from the war 
zone for treatment, and 
added that they could be ex-
tracted using ships.
Shujaat termed Israeli 
hospital bombing a great 
tragedy, noting that inno-
cent Palestinians had tak-
en refuge at the hospital.

Taliban Minister says plans 
to formally join China’s BRI

BEIJING: The Taliban administration wants 
to formally join Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s huge ‘Belt and Road’ infrastructure 
initiative and will send a technical team to 
China for talks, Afghanistan’s acting com-
merce minister said on Thursday. Beijing 
has sought to develop its ties with the Tal-
iban-run government since it took over in 
2021, even though no other foreign govern-
ment has recognised the administration.
Last month, China became the first coun-
try to appoint an ambassador to Kabul, 
with other nations retaining previous am-
bassadors or appointed heads of mission in 
a charge d’affaires capacity that does not 
involve formally presenting credentials to 
the government. “We requested China to 

allow us to be a part of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor and Belt and Road In-
itiative... (and) are discussing technical 
issues today,” acting Commerce Minister 
Haji Nooruddin Azizi told Reuters in an 
interview a day after the Belt and Road 
Forum ended in Beijing. The Pakistan 
“economic corridor” refers to the huge 
flagship section of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI) in Afghanistan’s neighbour.
Azizi said the administration would also 
send a technical team to China to enable it 
to “better understand” the issues standing 
in the way of it joining the initiative, but did 
not elaborate on what was holding Afghan-
istan back. Afghanistan could offer China a 
wealth of coveted mineral resources. Sev-

eral Chinese companies already operate 
there, including the Metallurgical Corp. of 
China Ltd (MCC) which has held talks with 
the Taliban administration, as well as the 
previous Western-backed government, over 
plans for a potentially huge copper mine.
“China, which invests all over the world, 
should also invest in Afghanistan... we have 
everything they need, such as lithium, cop-
per and iron,” Azizi said. “Afghanistan is now, 
more than ever, ready for investment.” Asked 
about the MCC talks, Azizi said discussions 
had been delayed because the mine was near 
a historical site, but they were still ongoing. 
“The Chinese company has made a huge in-
vestment, and we support them,” he added.
Investors have said security remains a con-

cern. The Islamic State militant group has 
targeted foreign embassies and a hotel pop-
ular with Chinese investors in Kabul.
Asked about the security challenges, Azizi 
said security was a priority for the Talib-
an-run government, adding that after 20 
years of war - which ended when foreign 
forces withdrew and the Taliban took over - 
meant more parts of the country were safe.
“It is now possible to travel to provinces 
where there is industry, agriculture and mines 
that one previously could not visit... security 
can be guaranteed,” Azizi added. Afghanistan 
and 34 other countries agreed to work togeth-
er on the digital economy and green develop-
ment on the sidelines of the Belt and Road 
Forum on Wednesday. – Agencies
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CJP hints at taking up pleas 
on polls, military court trials

CouRt RepoRteR 

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) QaziFaez Isa 
on Thursday hinted that the Supreme Court may take up the 
petitions seeking timely elections and challenging the trial of 
civilians in military courts soon. The CJP passed the remarks 
while discussing the adjournment of a case related to Pak 
Arab Refinery's employees when the lawyers for the petition-
ers asked the top judge to adjourn the hearing for 15 days.
“Cases seeking timely general elections and trial of civilians 
in military courts will be fixed soon. Difficult cases are about 
to come in the Supreme Court and it will be tough to schedule 
other cases [during this period],” remarked CJP Isa.  He fur-
ther stated that they would fix the employees' case after two 
months. The Shehbaz Sharif-led government dissolved the 
National Assembly on August 9, while Sindh and Balochistan 

assemblies were also prematurely dissolved to allow the elec-
toral authority to hold elections in the country within 90 days. 
Had the assemblies been dissolved on time, the electoral 
body was constitutionally bound to hold polls in 60 days. 
However, the ECP decided against holding polls within the 
stipulated time as the Council of Common Interest (CCI), 
days before the dissolution of the assemblies, approved the 
7th Population and Housing Census 2023. The CCI approv-
al made it mandatory for the commission to hold elections 
following fresh delimitations in light of the results of the 
census. Subsequently, on August 17, the ECP announced 
the schedule of new delimitations to be carried out as per 
the new census approved by the CCI. But in September, 
the commission announced that general elections in the 
country would take place in the last week of January 2024. 
However, before the announcement, multiple petitions 
were filed in the Supreme Court against the delay in polls.

Jordan, Egypt reject 
policy of collective 

punishment
AMMAN: Jordan’s King Abdullah and Egyptian President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on Thursday reaffirmed their unified 
position in rejecting the policy of collective punishment, 
including siege, starvation, or displacement of people in 
Gaza, state media Petra has reported. The two leaders ex-
pressed rejection of any attempt at the forced displacement 
of Gazans into Jordan or Egypt during their talks in Cairo, 
and reiterated the call to immediately stop the war on Gaza, 
protect civilians, lift the siege, and deliver humanitarian 
aid to the people there. They also warned that if the war 
does not stop and expands, it threatens to plunge the entire 

region into a catastrophe. Both leaders reiterated that the 
Baptist Hospital bombing in Gaza was a dangerous escala-
tion, reaffirming their condemnation of this heinous crime 
against innocent and defenseless civilians, Petra reported. 
The talks also covered the firm position of the two counties 
towards the Palestinian cause, and the need for the Pales-
tinian people to attain their legitimate rights on the basis of 
the two-state solution, guaranteeing the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian state on the June 4, 1967 lines, with 
East Jerusalem as its capital, Petra added. Egypt and Jordan 
were the first Arab states to normalize relations with Israel, 
in 1979 and 1994 respectively, and have since been key me-
diators between Israeli and Palestinian officials. – Agencies

Khan's lawyer 
scuffles 

with citizen 
outside SC

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan's lawyer Sher Afzal Khan Marwat 
engaged in a scuffle with an ordinary citizen outside 
the gate of the Supreme Court. This is the second 
time in a month that Marwat got involved in a fight, 
as in September, a heated debate between him and 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader 
DrAfnanUllah Khan turned into a wrestling compe-
tition. A video of today's incident showed the two 
grappling with each other, while a man beat the citi-
zen and a cop and another lawyer intervened in a bid 
to end the fight. Meanwhile, another video showed 
the same man beating the citizen, who was lying on 
the floor while Marwat was kicking him.  The cop 
had somehow separated them after intervention 
and was trying to calm down the citizen when he 
said an abusive word to Marwat. This was when 
Marwat rushed and grabbed him while the first man 
started beating the citizen. Speaking about today's 
incident, the PTI lawyer claimed that the citizen 
had provoked him by hurling an abusive word. "He 
abused me without any reason. I didn't know the 
person," Marwat said and refused to comment any 
further. Last month, Marwat and PML-N Senator 
Afnan got involved in a brawl on a television show. 
The lawyer and senator were having a heated argu-
ment that ended up using abusive language when 
all of a sudden Marwat attacked the senator. At 
first, both pushed each other eventually resorted 
to slaps and started punching each other. It was 
only due to the TV show crew’s intervention that 
both the politicians were separated. – DNA

Egypt and Jordan were the first Arab 
states to normalize relations with 

Israel, in 1979 and 1994 respectively, 
and have since been key mediators 

between Israeli and Palestinian officials

Independence day of IndonesIa

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Food Security Kausar Abdullah Malik, Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tugio 
and others cutting cake to celebrate the 78th Independence Day and the Armed Forces Day of Indonesia. 

A large number of guests hailing from various walks of life attended the reception. – DNA


