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The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on 
Saturday on account of 
weekly off therefore there 
will be no newspaper on 
Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

Pak to learn from 
Xinjiang’s success 

DNA
XinjiAng: Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq 
Kakar has expressed Pakistan’s interest 
in partnering with Xinjiang in promoting 
connectivity in terms of infrastructure 
development, economic synergy, trade 
and investment, agriculture, educational 
exchanges, science and technology, peo-
ple-to-people connections. Addressing the 
students and faculty of Xinjiang University 
in Urumqi on Friday, he said Pakistan was 
seeking to learn from Xinjiang’s success in 
agricultural modernisation. “We would also 
aim to set up a joint agricultural demon-
stration zone in Pakistan to introduce 
modern farming techniques and practic-
es,” he said. The prime minister said Pa-
kistan aimed to develop linkages between 
the industries of Xinjiang and Pakistan 
especially gilgit-Baltistan region. He said 
one particular area in this regard could 
be solar energy, a key sector in Xinjiang. 

Continued on Page 06

URUMqI: Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-haq Kakar is being briefed on the history 
of 99 year old Xinjiang University. – DNA

The PM said as per consensus reached in 
Beijing, Pakistan’s land border at Khunjerab 

would be converted into an all-weather border

PM meets with Party Secretary of Xinjiang

Briefs

Too little, too 
late: UN body 

News Desk

GENEvA: The United Nations has announced 
that the first aid delivery into Gaza via the Rafah 
border crossing with Egypt is expected to occur 
“in the next day or so.” Martin Griffiths, the UN 
humanitarian chief, stated that they are engaged 
in advanced negotiations with relevant parties to 
facilitate the aid operation. The UN’s aim is to en-
sure a swift and secure start to this humanitarian 
effort. While the exact timing remains uncertain, 
there is hope for a prompt and sustained delivery 
of aid. The humanitarian community emphasises 
the urgent need for a mechanism to transport aid 
into southern Gaza, all while continuing to call 
for an immediate humanitarian ceasefire. Desper-
ately needed international aid is accumulating in 
Egypt near Gaza, where Palestinians are facing 
critical shortages of food and water due to ongoing 
Israeli bombings. The situation in Gaza has dete-
riorated rapidly, with over one million of its 2.4 
million residents displaced. Originally, Egyptian 
state-linked broadcaster Al qahera News had an-
nounced the opening of the Rafah crossing on Fri-
day, which serves as the sole route into Gaza. How-
ever, Cairo later cited the need for road repairs 
and postponed the opening. The recent escalation 
in violence stems from a major attack launched 
by Hamas from the Gaza Strip on October 7. 

Continued on Page 06

Israel levels Gaza 
dist, hits church

CeNtreliNe report

gAZA: israel levelled a northern gaza district on Friday 
after giving families a half-hour warning to escape, and hit 
an Orthodox Christian church where others had been shel-
tering, as it made clear that a command to invade gaza was 
expected soon. in Washington, US President joe Biden, 
back from a trip to israel to demonstrate support, asked 
Americans in a televised speech to spend billions more dol-
lars to help israel fight Hamas, which he said sought to 
“annihilate” israel’s democracy. israel has vowed to wipe 
out the Hamas islamist group that rules gaza, after its 
gunmen burst through the barrier fence surrounding the 
enclave on Oct. 7 and rampaged through israeli towns and 
kibbutzes, killing 1,400 people, mainly civilians. “You see 
gaza now from a distance, you will soon see it from inside. 
The command will come,” Defence Minister Yoav gallant 
told troops gathered at the gaza border on Thursday.
israel has pounded gaza with air strikes and put the en-
clave’s 2.3 million people under a total siege, banning ship-
ments even of food, fuel and medical supplies. Since Oct. 
7, 3,785 Palestinians have been killed including more than 
1,500 children, Palestinian officials say. The Un says more 
than a million have been made homeless. israel has already 
told all civilians to evacuate the northern half of the gaza 
Strip, which includes gaza City. Many people have yet to 
leave saying they fear losing everything and have nowhere 
safe to go with southern areas also under attack. The Ortho-
dox Patriarchate of jerusalem, the main Palestinian Christian 
denomination, said israeli forces had struck the Church of 
Saint Porphyrius in gaza City, where hundreds of Christians 
and Muslims had sought sanctuary. Video from the scene 
showed a wounded boy being carried from rubble at night. A 
civil defence worker said two people on upper floors had sur-
vived; those on lower floors had been killed and their bodies 
were still in the rubble. “They felt they would be safe here. 

Continued on Page 06

Israeli forces had struck the Church of Saint 
Porphyrius in Gaza City, where hundreds of 
Christians and Muslims had sought sanctuary

4 terrorists 
killed in Lakki 
Marwat iBO

News Desk

RAWALPinDi: On night 
19/20 October 2023, secu-
rity forces conducted an in-
telligence based operation 
in general area Semu Wan-
da, Lakki Marwat District, 
on reported presence of 
terrorists. During conduct 
of the operation, intense 
fire exchange took place 
between own troops and 
the terrorists, resultantly 
four terrorists were sent 
to hell, while one terrorist 
got injured and was appre-
hended by the security 
forces. These terrorists 
remained actively involved 
in numerous terrorist ac-
tivities against security 
forces as well as target kill-
ing of innocent civilians. 

Continued on Page 06

speCial CorrespoNDeNt 
iSLAMABAD: The Supreme Court (SC) has fixed the hear-
ing of petitions seeking general elections within 90 days and 
challenging military trials of civilians on October 23 (Mon-
day). A three-member bench, headed by Chief justice of Pa-
kistan (CjP) Qazi Faez isa and comprising justice Aminud-
din Khan and justice Athar Minallah, will take up petitions 
filed by the Supreme Court Bar Association and others 
seeking directives to hold general elections within 90 days 
as stipulated by the Constitution. Meanwhile, a five-member 
special bench led by justice ijazul Ahsan, and comprising 
justice Munib Akhtar, justice Yahya Afridi, justice Sayyed 
Mazahar Ali Akbar naqvi and justice Ayesha Malik will hear 
petitions challenging the trial of civilians in military courts. 
Last August, the SCBA moved the top court to direct the 
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to announce the 
date for polls within the constitutionally mandated period 
of 90 days following the dissolution of the lower house – 
national Assembly – on August 9. The lawyers association 
also challenged the approval of digital census 2023 by 

Continued on Page 06

JCP recommends Justice 
Khan’s elevation to SC

Court reporter 
ISLAMABAD: The Judicial Commission of Pakistan 
unanimously recommended Justice Irfan Saadat 
Khan on Friday for his elevation to the Supreme 
Court. A meeting of the commission was held on the 
call of Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) qazi Faez Isa 
who proposed his name to fill one of the two seats 
currently vacant in the apex court. A statement is-
sued by the JCP secretary prior to the meeting not-
ed that Justice Khan, who is the acting Sindh High 
Court chief justice, met the stipulated requirements 
for his appointment as a judge of the SC. “In view 
of the current pendency of cases together with 
[the] rising institution of new cases, the vacancy 
in the Supreme Court should be filled,” it added.  

Continued on Page 06

SC fixes hearing on polls, 
military trials for Oct 23

SCBA, others seek directives for ECP to hold polls within 
90 days; last hearing on military courts held in Aug

Human miseries in Palestine

Lankan Army chief lauds 
Pakistan role for peace

Earlier on arrival at gHQ, the Commander of Sri 
Lankan Army laid floral wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada

staff report

RAWALPinDi:  Lieutenant general H L 
V M Liyanage, Commander of the Sri 
Lankan Army called on general Syed 
Asim Munir, ni (M), COAS at general 
Headquarters, today. During the meet-
ing matters of professional interest, 
ways for enhancing bilateral defence 
ties were discussed. 
Sri Lankan Army Chief praised Paki-
stan Army for its professionalism and 
successes in ongoing operations for 

bringing peace and stability in the re-
gion. COAS highlighted that Sri Lanka 
has historic relations with Pakistan 
and its Armed Forces, particularly in 
the fields of Defense and Training co-
operation. The visiting dignitary will 
also witness the Passing Out Parade 
at Pakistan Military Academy, Kakul 
tomorrow. Earlier on arrival at gHQ, 
the Commander of Sri Lankan Army 
laid f loral wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada. 
A smartly turned out contingent of 
Pakistan Army presented the guard 
of honour to the visiting dignitary.

US urges Pak to 
accept Afghan 

refugees
MahNoor aNsar

ISLAMABAD: The United States has 
urged Pakistan to allow Afghans seek-
ing protection to enter the country. The 
US State Department said on Thursday 
that it strongly encourages Afghani-
stan’s neighbours, including Pakistan, 
to allow entry for Afghans seeking in-
ternational protection and to coordi-
nate with international humanitarian 
organizations to provide humanitarian 
assistance. “We strongly encourage 
Afghanistan’s neighbours, including 
Pakistan, to allow entry for Afghans 
seeking international protection and to 

Continued on Page 06

Arrogance 
left Imran 

alone
DNA

PESHAWAR: Former de-
fence minis-
ter Pervez 
Khattak Fri-
day said ex-
PM imran 
Khan has 

been left all alone because 
of his arrogance. Address-
ing the workers of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-insaf Par-
liamentarians (PTi-P), he 
said since Pakistan came 
into being, politicians have 
been fooling people.

Rasheed 
condemns 

May 9 events
DNA

iSLAMABAD: Former in-
terior min-
ister and 
Awami Mus-
lim League 
(AML) chief 
Sheikh Rash-

eed Ahmed condemned the 
May 9 incidents and re-
vealed that he had always 
advised Pakistan Tehreek-
e-insaf (PTi) Chairman and 
former prime minister im-
ran Khan to maintain good 
relations with the army.

10

Australia beat
Pakistan in

crucial match
Shaheen Afridi 
bagged his 2nd 
World Cup fifer

sports Desk

BEngALURU:Australia de-
feated Pakistan by 62 runs 
in the 18th match of the on-
going iCC World Cup at the 
M Chinnaswamy Stadium, 
Bengaluru, india, on Friday. 
The Aussies managed to 
restrict the green Shirts to 
305 runs after posting a co-
lossal 368-run target cour-
tesy of a 259-run stand from 
David Warner and Mitchell 
Marsh. Pakistan were off 
to a great start as their 
opening duo of imam-ul-
Haq and Abdullah Shafique 
had a 134-run partnership 
— the first time a Paki-
stani opening pair had a 

Continued on Page 06
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RAWALPinDi: The Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and industry (RCCi) hosted a meeting to 
express its support for Palestine followed by a sol-
idarity walk. Ms Mushaal Hussein Malik, SAPM 
on Human Rights and Women Empowerment at-
tended the meeting and rally as a special guest. 
RCCi President Saqib Rafiq along with group 
Leader Sohail Altaf expressed deep and unwaver-
ing solidarity to the Palestinian people during this 
time of hardship. A resolution was also adopted 
unanimously for the condemnation of atrocities 

and human rights violations by israel in Palestine. 
The house demanded the world powers, Un and 
OiC to play their role for resolving the conflict, 
permanent peace and humanitarian aid for Pales-
tine. “in this difficult time, our Muslim brothers 
and sisters in Palestine are not alone,” remarked 
President Saqib Rafiq. At this difficult hour of 
time, we stand with them in firm support for 
peace, justice, and a better future. Ms. Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick said “At this crucial moment, 
we stand with our people in solidarity, compas-

sion, and hope. She condemned in the strongest 
terms the unabated israel’s atrocities, oppression 
and siege of the gaza Strip, resulting in a grave 
humanitarian tragedy. The resolution of Pales-
tine and Kashmir issues is vital for durable 
peace in the world. RCCi office bearers, For-
mer Presidents, EC members, members from 
Trade Associations, women members, distin-
guished RCCi members and students from 
various institutes attended the meeting and 
also participated in the short walk. – DNA

ICCI delegation 
joins Indonesia’s 
expo trade 2023

ISLAMABAD: SAPM Jawad Sohrab Malik engages in productive discussions with Neil Hawkins, 
the Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan. — DNA

Mehtab pirzaDa

iSLAMABAD: A delegation of islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and 
industry (iCCi) led by its Vice Presi-
dent Engr. Azhar ul islam Zafar is in 
indonesia these days to participate 
in the 38th Trade Expo indonesia 
Hybrid Edition 2023, which is being 
organized by the Ministry of Trade 
of the Republic of indonesia at indo-
nesia Convention Exhibition Centre, 
jakarta from October 18-22, 2023. 
The Expo is showcasing various cat-
egories of products including food 
& beverages, home living, digital & 
services, beauty & personal care, 
chemical, energy & industrial prod-
ucts, medical equipment & health-
care products and fashion, textiles & 
accessories. Muhammad Shabbir, Ch. 
Muhammad Ali, Hamayun Kabir, Ch. 
javed iqbal, Sheikh Muhammad Ejaz, 
Akhtar Hussain and others are in the 
iCCi delegation. The iCCi delegation 
also visited the indonesian Chamber 
of Commerce & industry to explore 
the possibilities of direct business 
linkages between the private sectors 

of Pakistan and indonesia.
Speaking on the occasion, Engr. 
Azhar ul islam Zafar, Vice President 
iCCi said that Pakistan considers 
indonesia an important country of 
Muslim world with great potential for 
business relations. He said that the 
bilateral trade between Pakistan and 
indonesia in 2021 was around US$ 
4.3 billion, which can be further in-
creased as both countries have great 
potential to improve it. He said that 
Pakistan is a major importer of palm 
oil from indonesia and proposed that 
indonesian investors should invest in 
palm oil cultivation in Pakistan as the 
country consumes around 4.5 million 
tons of edible oil a year. He said that 
Pakistan and indonesia can enhance 
cooperation in many fields including 
tourism, mines & minerals, textiles, 
leather, pharmaceuticals, information 
technology & e-commerce. He said 
that regular exchange of trade delega-
tions and participation of private sec-
tors of both countries in each other’s 
trade fairs and exhibitions would help 
boost bilateral trade up to the real po-
tential of both countries. iCCi delega-

tion members also shared useful ideas 
to further strengthen bilateral coop-
eration between the private sectors 
of both countries to achieve mutually 
beneficial outcomes.
Arsjad Rasjid, Chairman, indonesian 
Chamber of Commerce & industry 
(KADin indonesia) welcomed the 
iCCi delegates and discussed with 
them various options for further im-
proving bilateral trade and econom-
ic relations between indonesia and 
Pakistan. He said that Pakistan is 
an important non-traditional trading 
partner of indonesia and they want to 
further strengthen trade ties with Pa-
kistan. He emphasized the immense 
potential for mutually beneficial eco-
nomic relations between Pakistan and 
indonesia and highlighted the impor-
tance of long-term collaboration with 
iCCi to unlock the untapped potential 
in both markets. He said that the in-
donesian Chamber of Commerce & 
industry is ready to work with iCCi 
to promote networking opportunities 
and explore potential collaboration for 
lasting business partnerships between 
the private sectors of both countries.

Pak-Australia strengthen 
labor mobility and coop

 
DNA

iSLAMABAD: in a signifi-
cant step towards enhanc-
ing labour mobility between 
Pakistan and Australia, Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime 
Minister (SAPM) on Over-
seas Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development, 
jawad Sohrab Malik Friday 
held discussions with   Aus-
tralian High Commissioner 
to Pakistan, neil Hawkins.
The meeting was aimed 
at fostering cooperation 
and exploring new ave-
nues to enhance labour 
mobility between the two 
countries,  said a press 
release issued here. The 
SAPM informed about 
the ample pool of skilled 
Pakistani professionals 
and workers ready to bol-
ster the Australian labour 
market, highlighting the 
potential for addressing 
labour shortages through  
cooperation in various 

sectors. The central dis-
cussion revolved around 
the vital need for secure 
labour mobility channels 
to reduce irregular mi-
gration from Pakistan to 
Australia. Both the sides  
stressed the importance 
of providing safe avenues 
to job seekers abroad.
The SAPM asked for further 
information on in-demand 
trades, accreditation, and 
language proficiency require-
ments for Australian working 
and skilled visas, aiming to 
simplify the process for Paki-
stani job seekers in Austral-
ia. Additionally, the discus-
sion explored the possibility 
of setting up centers of ex-
cellence within the Technical 
and Vocational Education 
and Training (TVET) sectors 
of both nations.
Malik stated that the 
centers would prepare Pa-
kistani workers to meet 
Australian labour market 
standards. Furthermore, 
the SAPM highlighted the 

prospect of establishing a
Migration and Mobility 
Partnership between Paki-
stan and Australia, foster-
ing comprehensive cooper-
ation in labour mobility.
He also expressed a keen 
interest in being included in 
the Pacific Australia Labour 
Mobility (PALM) Scheme, 
which aimed to address 
labour shortages in rural 
and regional Australia, par-
ticularly in the agricultural 
sector. “inclusion in the 
PALM Scheme will create 
opportunities for Pakistani 
workers to contribute to 
Australia’s labour needs, 
further strengthening the 
bonds between the two 
nations”, said Malik. They 
discussed the potential for 
linking job portals between 
the two countries, making 
it more convenient for em-
ployers and job seekers to 
connect. The meeting was 
also attended my Managing 
Director Overseas Employ-
ment Corporation (OEC).Dr. nadeem visits 

infectious diseases hospital
iSLAMABAD : Caretaker 
Federal Minister for Health 
Dr. nadeem jan on Friday 
visited infectious Diseases 
Hospital in Chak Shahzad.
The purpose of the visit was 
to take stock of the facilities 
and performance in the hos-
pital. The infectious Diseases 
Hospital consists of 250 beds. 
Dr. nadeem took notice and 
expressed concern over the 
hospital not being functional 
for last two years. The minis-
ter formed a three-member 
committee to make the hos-
pital fully operational, which  
would be headed by Dr. Mu-
hammad Salman, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, national institute 
of Health.  The committee 
will formulate an integrated 

strategy to make the hospital 
fully functional. The minister 
directed the committee to 
submit its recommendations 
to him on urgent basis. Later, 
Dr nadeem jan visited Region-
al Blood Centre. More than 
forty staff members were ab-
sent from the Regional Blood 
Centre.
He took notice and instructed 
to issue explanation letters 
to the staff absent from duty. 
The minister questioned as to 
why such a big safe blood do-
nation center was non-func-
tional, adding strict action 
would be taken against the 
responsible.
 The minister ordered an 
immediate investigation into 
the non-functionality of the 

Regional Blood Center.
The minister said, “We are 
ensuring merit and transpar-
ency in the health sector,” 
adding salaries of infectious 
Diseases Hospital and Re-
gional Blood Centre staff 
should be paid without delay.
He said that implementa-
tion of the reform agenda 
was necessary for improve-
ment in the health sector. 
He directed to the officers 
to pay attention to their as-
signed duties, adding strict 
action would be taken for 
negligence in performance 
of duties. The minister said 
efforts were being made to 
ensure the availability of the 
best medical facilities in the 
country.—APP

Punjab police, LUMS sign MOU
DNa

LAHORE : inspector gener-
al Police Punjab Dr. Usman 
Anwar has said that Punjab 
Police is promoting edu-
cation & research culture 
and direct interaction with 
university and college stu-
dents. ig Punjab said that 
Punjab Police has signed 
MOUs with various educa-
tional institutions, in con-
tinuation of which a mem-
orandum of understanding 
(MOU) has been inked with 
Lahore University of Man-
agement Sciences (LUMS) 
today. ig Punjab said that 
this MOU with Lums Uni-
versity will not only help 
the study to understand the 
police system and research 
projects but also will help 
in the latest training of 

police personnel, capacity 
building and up-gradation 
of service delivery and op-
erational system. ig Pun-
jab said that steps have 
been taken to provide var-
ious modern training short 
courses to the children of 
police employees at state 
of art departments of Lums 
University. He expressed 
these views while talking 
at the MOU signing cere-
mony between Punjab Po-
lice and Lahore University 
of Management Sciences 
(LUMS) at the Central Po-
lice Office today. ig Punjab 
Dr. Usman Anwar, Head of 
Department Law & Policy 
Sikandar Ahmad Shah from 
Lums University signed the 
MOU. Dig R&D Khurram 
Shakoor, Aig R&D Sajid 
Hussain Khokhar, Asso-
ciate Prof. Uzair jameel 

Kayani and other senior 
officers were also pres-
ent in the ceremony. ig 
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar 
welcomed the MOU with 
Lums University and said 
that under the MOU Pun-
jab Police and Lums Uni-
versity will promote bilat-
eral cooperation in the field 
of criminal justice system 
and research. Lums Uni-
versity will provide support 
for further improvement 
in the state of community 
policing projects of Punjab 
Police. ig Punjab said that 
the sharing of qualified hu-
man resources for instruc-
tional support in the legal 
research domain will be 
ensured. Lums University 
will assist in increasing the 
capacity of police human 
resources for tackling gen-
der sensitivity and tack-

ling gender based crimes 
including gender violence, 
harassment etc, police will 
provide assistance in the 
research projects of the 
students of Lums Universi-
ty by offering internship in 
the Punjab Police.
He said under the MOU, fa-
cilitation will be ensured for 
the research projects with 
the objective of improving 
policing and enforcement 
of the rule of law in Punjab. 
Head of Department of Law 
& Policy Sikandar Ahmad 
Shah said that joint meas-
ures were taken with civil 
society to increase social 
and educational awareness 
about the criminal justice 
system and policing.Techni-
cal support will be provided 
to Punjab Police in the are-
as of learning, training and 
development. 

Local resident’s 
mysterious 

disappearance 
raises concerns

iSLAMABAD : A cloud of 
concern hangs over the 
capital city as the mysteri-
ous disappearance of Saqib 
Aziz, a resident of islama-
bad, has led to allegations 
of insufficient police coop-
eration from the F-8 Mar-
galla police station. Aziz, 
who was last seen at the 
AlBalagh islamic store in is-
lamabad, remains missing.
Saqib Aziz’s family and 
friends are in anguish as 
they try to find answers re-
garding his disappearance. 
According to those close 
to Aziz, he was last seen 
on Thursday (12-10-2023)
while visiting the AlBalagh 
islamic store, leaving them 
worried for his safety. 

Secretary 
economic 

affairs 
division calls 
on CM KP

PESHAWAR : Caretaker 
Chief Minister Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Muhammad 
Azam Khan was called on 
by Federal Secretary for 
Economic Affairs Division 
Dr Kazim niaz and a rep-
resentative of the Asian 
Development Bank for 
Pakistan here on Friday.  
Various matters related 
to foreign-funded projects 
being executed in the prov-
ince especially in the new-
ly Merged Districts came 
under discussion.  Chief 
Secretary Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa nadeem Aslam 
Chaudhry and Additional 
Chief Secretary imtiaz Hus-
sain Shah were also present 
on the occasion. —APP

Commissioner assures resolving 
business community genuine issues

DNa

HYDERABAD : The Com-
missioner Hyderabad Khalid 
Hyder Shah has assured 
that all genuine issues of 
the business community of 
the historic city would be 
resolved adding that efforts 
are being made to complete 
all ongoing development 
schemes aimed at providing 
a better civic infrastructure 
to the residents. The second 
largest city of the province 
did not witness a matching 
development even in indus-
trial and trade sectors de-
spite increasing population, 
he said and assured that he 
would try his best to get an 

express feeder approved for 
power supply to small indus-
tries.   The Commissioner 
held out such assurances 
while speaking to members 
of the Hyderabad Chamber of 
Commerce and industry, the 
HCCi spokesman informed 
and added that the problems 
relating to traffic manage-
ment, gas and power load 
shedding, drainage and water 
supply which were shared 
by the representatives of the 
business community would 
be resolved at the earliest. He 
asked the officer concerned to 
prepare a summary for approv-
al of express feeders for small 
industries from the Sindh gov-
ernment. He promised that 
power supply to 200 small 

industries would be provided 
to ensure prosperity in the 
industrial sector.  The Depu-
ty Commissioner Hyderabad 
Tariq Qureshi who also ac-
companied the Commission-
er informed HCCi members 
that new traffic signals are 
being installed. He said that 
the problems of traders are be-
ing addressed adding that the 
traffic management board was 
already working. He said that 
other issues of traders would 
be addressed as well. The 
President of HCCi Adeel Sid-
diqui in his welcome address 
said that the business commu-
nity always shouldered respon-
sibilities with the government 
in times of need like floods 
and natural disasters. 

Poliovirus 
confirmed in 4 
environmental 

samples
DNa

iSLAMABAD : Poliovirus 
has been confirmed in 
the environmental sam-
ples of four districts of 
the country. According to 
the spokesperson of the 
Ministry of Health, these 
samples were confirmed 
from cities including Ka-
rachi, Rawalpindi, Cha-
man, and Peshawar.
The genetic analysis 
revealed that the virus 
found in all the samples 
belonged to the polio-
virus cluster in Afghani-
stan. Caretaker Minister 
for Health, Dr nadeem 
jan, said that 43 positive 
environmental samples 
had been reported in the 
country, which was very 
worrying. He added that 
Pakistan had the world’s 
most sensitive polio sur-
veillance system, as rapid 
confirmation of the virus 
in environmental sam-
ples demonstrated that 
the system was working 
efficiently. The presence of 
viruses in the environment 
was a threat to every child, 
Dr nadeem jan said. He 
said the crippling disease 
was incurable and that the 
only vaccine provided life-
long protection to children. 
“We have organized many 
polio campaigns this year,” 
he said, adding in novem-
ber, in the areas where 
the virus was present, the 
children would be vacci-
nated through a campaign. 
He said parents must give 
polio drops to children in 
every campaign.

RCCI organizes solidarity rally for Palestine



AIOU students 
urge VC  to 

simplify online 
registration

faisal sheikh

iSLAMABAD: The current 
students of Allama iqbal 
Open University (AiOU) 
have urged the Vice Chan-
cellor Dr nasir Mahmood 
to make the online regis-
tration and enrollment pro-
cedure of admissions in the 
new semester. Talking to 
APP, the students also de-
manded to revive the manu-
al procedure of admissions 
and registration as they 
were facing immense prob-
lems in enrollment and up-
loading assignments. The 
students were of the view, 
that they could not register 
for next semester due to 
the absence of manual pro-
cedure, lengthy enrollment 
process and poor internet 
facilities particularly in far-
flung areas of the country.  
“They have to pay a hand-
some amount to the book-
shops and photocopy shops 
for online registration and 
generating fee challan” they 
added. Meanwhile, a stu-
dent Ambreen Shahid told 
APP that in an era of such 
inflation, they have to pay Rs 
100-200 to the bookshops for 
uploading their assignments 
on the AAgHi LMS Portal of 
the university. “Mostly, mid-
dle and poor people take ad-
mission in AiOU for the sake 
of acquiring education but 
their wishes are continuous-
ly dashing down with such a 
laborious and difficult enroll-
ment process,” she said. 

78th Indonesian independence, 
armed forces day celebrated

MahNoor aNsar

iSLAMABAD: The Ambassador of the Republic 
of indonesia Mr. Adam M. Tugio hosted a grand 
reception today to mark the 78th Anniversary of 
the independence and the Armed Forces Day of 
indonesia. The reception was attended by a large 
number of government dignitaries, diplomats and 
eminent members of civil society. The Federal 
Minister for national Food Security & Research 
Dr. Kauser Abdullah Malik was the Chief guest 
and Vice Admiral Abdul Samad was the guest of 
Honor on the occasion. in his welcome address, 
Ambassador Adam highlighted significant achieve-
ments of modern and developing indonesia as the 
world’s largest democracy, a g-20 member with tril-
lion dollar economy and its strong commitment to 
contribute for world peace and security with an 
inclusive approach. He added that indonesian 
national Armed Forces Day are an integral 
part of this consistent struggle for a more pro-
gressive and prosperous indonesia with their 
motto of ‘Three services, One Determination’, 
reflecting strong spirit of mutual cooperation 
among three military services.
Talking about indonesia-Pakistan relations, he said 
the growing two-way ties are a good example of 
multi-dimensional constructive engagement and 
productive cooperation. He deeply appreciated sup-
port and cooperation of Pakistan as a valued friend 
in South Asia during course of indonesian progress 
and expected enhanced strategic engagement 
for the mutual benefit of both countries in the 
future. The Ambassador gladly pointed out that 
mutual fascination for each other’s culture has 
grown in recent years, which is reflected by the 
display of indonesian Batik with Pakistani tradi-
tional design of motif in the reception. 
The Chief guest Dr. Kauser Abdullah Malik 
in his remarks expressed satisfaction with the 
growing momentum of bilateral cooperation 
and suggested further expansion and diversifi-
cation in multiple areas of interest.
The special feature of the reception was an enter-
taining performance by indonesian artists from Pa-
dang, West Sumatra Province of indonesia, reflect-
ing the diversity and charm of indonesian culture.
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Sino-Pak discusses economic 
cooperation through BRi

iSLAMABAD: China and Pakistan have negotiated for the strengthening of bilateral cooperation and the pivotal role of 
China in the Belt and Road initiative (BRi) and Pakistan’s economic growth. Federal Minister of Commerce, industry and 
Production, Dr. gohar Ejaz held a meeting with Chinese EXiM Bank President Mr. Ren Shengjun, said a press release is-
sued here on Friday. Federal Minister of Commerce, industry and Production, Dr. gohar Ejaz, was given a warm welcome 
in Shanghai by Mr. Ren Shengjun, the President of the EXiM Bank. President Mr. Ren Shengjun commenced the 
meeting by expressing his desire to see Pakistan become China’s hub for productivity and development, emphasiz-
ing that now is the opportune time to seize these prospects. He was encouraged by the progress of CPEC and recog-
nized the positive impact of infrastructure developments on connectivity and Pakistan’s foreign trade. President Mr. 
Ren Shengjun disclosed that EXiM Bank had concluded its internal processes for debt restructuring, which would 
facilitate transactions in RMB and further enhance trade relations. He commended the establishment of the PCC as 
a promising mechanism for driving private investment and thanked Minister Dr. gohar Ejaz for his visit, underscor-
ing its significance in enhancing communication. Minister Dr. gohar Ejaz responded by emphasizing the vital role 
of China as a key partner in the Belt and Road initiative, which has already transformed lives in Pakistan. – DNA

SAPM urge Muslim world 
to adopt a united stance 

faisal sheikh

iSLAMABAD:  Special Assistant to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Human Rights Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick Friday demanded that the israel and indian governments should be held 
accountable for the war crimes and urged islamic countries to take practical steps to 
adopt a united stance on the long-standing issues.   Talking to a Private news channel, 
she called for the international community to act quickly and hold the israeli occupation 
forces accountable for these heinous war crimes against the Palestinian people and for 
immediate intervention to stop the carnage to prevent humanitarian catastrophe. 
demanded.   “Muslim Ummah needs to stand united and convey a message to the 
world that no more israeli terrorism against Palestinians would be tolerated,” she 
added.  it is the need of the hour that the world leaves its double standards and raises 
a clear voice for the rights of oppressed Muslims anywhere in the world, SAPM said.  

The Chief guest 
Dr. Kauser Abdullah Malik 
in his remarks expressed 

satisfaction with the growing 
momentum of bilateral 

cooperation and suggested 
further expansion and 

diversification in multiple 
areas of interest



TWIN CITIES Saturday,  October 21 , 2023
IslamabadPOST04

DNa

iSLAMABAD: Speaker national As-
sembly Raja Pervez Ashraf has said 
that genocide, massacre and ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinian men, wom-
en, children and elderly in gaza and 
adjoining areas is condemnable and 
reprehensible. He also underscored 
that the barbaric and inhumane atroc-
ities committed by israel are in stark 
contradiction to settled international 
laws and tantamount to war crimes. 
Further , he emphasized, “The world 
must not be a silent spectator in this 
darkest hour of human history. it 
must come forward immediately and 
play its due role not only in stopping 
the mayhem and barbarity of Zionist 
forces but in resolution of the  Pales-
tinian issue in accordance with the 
Un Security Council and OiC Reso-
lutions.” He expressed these views 
during his visit to the Embassy of Pal-
estine in islamabad on Friday.
During his meeting with the Pal-
estinian Emissary to Pakistan Mr. 

Ahmed jawad Rabei, the Speaker 
pledged unwavering support and 
reiterated Pakistani people, its Par-
liament and its government have 
always supported the Palestinian 
cause and each Pakistani would 
continue to support Palestine.

He said that every Pakistani has 
the same sentiments for Palestin-
ian people and is ready to sacrifice 
everything for the cause of Pal-
estine.”  While expressing his re-
solve to stand with people of Pales-
tinians, he said that stopping aid to 

gaza is a violation of basic human 
rights. The Speaker voiced his dis-
approval of the “double standards” 
exhibited by champions of Human 
Rights regarding israeli aggres-
sion.  He said that the “manipula-
tion of facts and the politicization 
of the situation by a few parties 
to draw a misleading comparison 
between Palestinian victims and 
israeli aggressors are extremely 
reprehensible. Raja Pervez also 
expressed profound admiration for 
the courage and sacrifices made by 
the Palestinian people, including 
children who are steadfastly resist-
ing oppression with determination 
and an unwavering spirit. The Pal-
estinian Ambassador thanked the 
Speaker for visiting the Embassy 
of Palestine and extending un-
wavering support to Palestine in 
these disturbing times. 
The Speaker also inscribed his com-
ments in the condolence book at the 
Palestinian embassy, conveying his 
heartfelt sympathy to the people of 
Palestine and the families .

Pakistani nation stands with  
Palestinians: Raja Prevez Ashraf

Briefs
Two bike 

lifter gangs 
busted; five 

arrested
RAWALPinDi: Rawalpindi 
District Police in their on-
going operations against 
car and bike lifter gangs 
managed to bust two gangs 
and rounded up their five 
members besides recov-
ering 15 motorcycles, and 
other items from their 
possession.  According to 
a police spokesman, Rawat 
police conducted a raid and 
rounded up two members of 
a dacoit and bike lifter gang 
including irfanullah and 
Rehmatullah.  Police also 
recovered 10 stolen motor-
cycles from their posses-
sion.  The arrested accused 
are record-holder criminals 
and have been shifted to jail 
for identification parade. in 
another raid, gungmandi 
police held three members 
of the ismail gang namely 
Humayoun ismail, ringlead-
er, Sheikh naveed and Ba-
bar Ali and recovered five 
stolen motorcycles and oth-
er items from their posses-
sion. Separate cases have 
been registered against the 
accused while further inves-
tigations are under process. 
Division Superintendents of 
Police appreciated the per-
formance of police teams 
and directed them to con-
tinue operations against the 
car, bike lifters and other 
lawbreakers.—APP

Turkiye’s 
investors 

show  
interest in 

investments 
in Pakistan

iSLAMABAD: Turkish Am-
bassador Mehmet Pacaci 
said on Friday that Turk-
ish investors have shown 
keen interest in making 
substantial investments 
in Pakistan, especially in 
mining, equipment manu-
facturing, paper products, 
pharmaceutical sector and 
special economic zones.  
Mr. Mehmet Pacaci, the 
Ambassador of Turkiye said 
this in a meeting with Tahir 
javed, Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister/Minis-
ter of State on investment 
at the Board of investment 
(BOi), said a press release 
issued here. During their 
talks, both parties empha-
sized the deep religious, 
cultural, political, econom-
ic and social ties between 
Pakistan and Turkey. The 
meeting had fruitful discus-
sions which highlighted the 
enduring and multifaceted 
relations that Pakistan and 
Turkey have enjoyed for a 
long time. 
Ambassador Pacaci ex-
pressed Turkiye’s keen in-
terest in making substantial 
investments in Pakistan, 
particularly focusing on 
mining, appliance manufac-
turing, paper products, the 
pharmaceutical sector and 
the clusters of Special Eco-
nomic Zones.  He empha-
sized the commitment of 
leading Turkish companies, 
including Lemak, Dolcer, 
Turkish Contractors Associ-
ation, Arcelik, Zorlo, Alber-
ic, and Pak Yetiram, which 
have already invested in 
Pakistan. The Ambassador 
reaffirmed Turkiye’s read-
iness for joint ventures in 
various investment sectors, 
citing Pakistan’s vast poten-
tial in these areas. Ambassa-
dor Pacaci highlighted the 
extensive research conduct-
ed on Pakistan’s investment 
landscape and expressed 
Turkiye’s readiness to invest 
significantly.—DNA

India’s 
approach 
towards 
Kashmir 

unrealistic
iSLAMABAD: The All Par-
ties Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC) has said that the in-
dian approach towards the 
Kashmir dispute is abso-
lutely unrealistic and arro-
gant. According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the APHC 
spokesman in a statement 
issued in Srinagar said 
that a political dispute like 
Kashmir cannot be resolved 
through military might.
He strongly condemned the 
brute use of military power, 
including draconian laws 
Armed Forces Special Pow-
ers Act (AFSPA) by india to 
suppress the will and genu-
ine demand of the people of 
jammu and Kashmir. Kash-
miris’ demand for their inal-
ienable right to self-deter-
mination bears legitimacy 
and the rightful support of 
the United nations resolu-
tions, he added.
He said in a democratic and 
civilized world it is a brazen 
act of state terrorism and 
violence to deploy one mil-
lion troops against a small 
population of the occupied 
territory, which marks the 
highest military per capita 
ratio in the world.
The APHC spokesman 
refuted india’s baseless 
claims of normalcy in occu-
pied jammu and Kashmir 
and said since the abroga-
tion of Article 370 on 05 
August 2019, the situation 
remains on the boil as peo-
ple under the worst military 
siege are killed, maimed, 
tortured, arrested and hu-
miliated.  He said the peo-
ple of Kashmir have passed 
through many such barbaric 
annals of their history of ille-
gal occupation at the hands 
of indian military forces 
but they never surrendered 
before the indian military 
might. He also condemned 
the continued cordon and 
search operations being car-
ried out by the indian forces, 
paramilitary, india’s notori-
ous national investigation 
Agency, State investigation 
Agency and Counter-intelli-
gence Kashmir unit person-
nel at many places.—DNA

Pak wants to promote ties 
with Britain in media sector

During a meeting with the Political Counsellor of the British High Commission Miss Zoe Ware, the 
discussion was held on Pak-UK relations, hate speech, misinformation, elimination of disinformation, 
promotion of cooperation in media sectors and the Safe Digital Environment Programme of UnDP

DNa

iSLAMABAD: Caretaker Feder-
al Minister for information and 
Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi 
said on Friday that Pakistan was 
desirous to promote coopera-
tion with Britain in the field of 
media. 
During a meeting with the Po-
litical Counsellor of the British 
High Commission Miss Zoe 
Ware, the discussion was held on 

Pak-UK relations, hate speech, 
misinformation, elimination of 
disinformation, promotion of co-
operation in media sectors and 
the Safe Digital Environment 
Programme of UnDP. The min-
ister said that  Pakistan highly 
valued its relations with Britain. 
He expressed the hope that Un-
DP’s Safe Digital Environment 
programme will help counter 
misinformation and hateful nar-
ratives. The project, he added 
will further improve the knowl-

edge, capacity and skills of key 
government agencies and offi-
cials in identifying false and 
hateful narratives in the online 
space. The minister said that 
misinformation, disinforma-
tion and fake news was a prob-
lem of the whole world which 
should be controlled. 
The biggest challenge on so-
cial media was fake news, 
he opined. He said that help 
would be taken from the UK’s 
Modern Media Curriculum for 

providing training to journal-
ists and information Service 
Academy will play an impor-
tant role in this regard. He 
said that awareness sessions 
on hate speech and misinfor-
mation would be organized at 
the iCA. 
Cooperation between Pakistan 
and Britain in the fields of film 
and drama was also discussed 
in the meeting.  “Film and 
drama play an important role 
in highlighting the culture and 

positive identity of any country,”  
Murtaza Solangi remarked.  
The minister while informing 
the British Political Consul 
about the activities related to 
the elections in the country, 
said  Elections will be held on 
time and the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan would announce 
the date of polls. The British 
Political Consul assured her full 
support for the development of 
bilateral relations between Pa-
kistan and the United Kingdom.

ISLAMABAD: The National President of the Pakistan Floral Art Society Ms. Farida Kaleem distributing awards on the occasion 
of the Monthly Meeting titled Magic With Wire held at Islamabad Serena Hotel.-DNA

Ashrafi re-designated as 
SRPM on ‘Religious Harmony 

DNa

iSLAMABAD: Hafiz Mu-
hammad Tahir Mahmood 
Ashrafi has been re-desig-
nated as the ‘Special Repre-
sentative to the Prime Min-
ister (SRPM) on ‘Religious 
Harmony and Pakistani 
Diaspora in Middle East & 
islamic Countries’.
Ashrafi, a prominent reli-
gious scholar and Chair-
man of the Pakistan Ulema 
Council has been serving 
as a bridge between the 
government and religious 
communities, both nation-
ally and internationally. His 
re-designation to this cru-
cial role underscores the 
trust and confidence the 
government places in his 
ability to foster relations 
with islamic countries and 
promote religious coex-
istence within Pakistan. 
Ashrafi, known for his deep 
knowledge of islamic juris-
prudence and his commit-
ment to peaceful coexist-
ence, has played a pivotal 
role in engaging religious 
leaders and scholars from 
various sects and schools 
of thought. His efforts have 
led to significant strides in 
minimizing sectarian ten-
sions and promoting reli-
gious tolerance in Pakistan. 

Ashrafi as the SRPM ac-
tively participated in diplo-
matic efforts to strengthen 
Pakistan’s ties with Middle 
Eastern and islamic coun-
tries. He has been a key 
player in negotiations and 
dialogues aimed at resolv-
ing regional conflicts and 
promoting a peaceful reso-
lution to ongoing issues.
His re-designation is seen 
as a testament to his ef-
fective diplomacy and me-
diation skills in the inter-
national arena. Ashrafi’s 
extensive network of con-
nections within the Middle 
East and islamic world is 
expected to play a vital role 
in enhancing Pakistan’s 
standing on the global 
stage. The Special Rep-
resentative’s responsibili-
ties include representing 
Pakistan at international 
forums and promoting the 
country’s interests within 
the islamic bloc. Addition-
ally, he will continue to 
work on fostering religious 
harmony within Pakistan 
and addressing issues re-
lated to interfaith relations. 
This re-designation has 
received positive reactions 
from various quarters, in-
cluding political leaders, 
religious scholars, and the 
international community, 
who recognize Ashrafi’s 

valuable contributions to 
promoting peace and har-
mony. Ashrafi’s unwavering 
commitment to his role as 
the Special Representative 
is anticipated to further 
strengthen Pakistan’s rela-
tions with Middle Eastern 
and islamic countries and 
contribute to global peace 
and religious harmony.
25th Textile Asia Trade 
Fair ignites China-Pakistan 
Textile Synergy islamabad, 
October 20 (): The 25th 
Textile Asia international 
Trade Fair featured over 
550 international brands 
and attracted more than 
450 foreign delegates from 
27 countries. “The expo 
acts as a source of moti-
vation and real opportuni-
ties for business ventures 
to the local businesses and 
industries,” stated Moaz-
zam ghurki, President 
of Pakistan China joint 
Chamber of Commerce 
and industry (PCjCCi), 
the organizer of the event.  
“We will try to facilitate 
joint ventures of the inter-
national brand owners with 
local companies from gu-
jranwala, Lahore, Sialkot, 
and Faisalabad, and we will 
also arrange training for 
engineers from these cit-
ies who manufacture spare 
parts for sewing and tex-

tiles,” he added according 
to a report carried by gwa-
dar Pro on Friday. Dongqi 
group, one of the leading 
Chinese textile enterpris-
es, participated in the 
event. “The expo provided 
an excellent opportunity 
to showcase our advanced 
technology and high-qual-
ity products to potential 
partners and customers.  
We were particularly inter-
ested in establishing col-
laborations with Pakistan’s 
textile industry, which 
has great growth poten-
tial,” said the exhibitor of 
Dongqi group. During the 
exhibition, Dongqi group 
had fruitful interactions 
with visitors from Pakistan 
and other countries. “We 
secured significant orders 
and established prelimi-
nary cooperation intentions 
with promising partners.” 
he added. Salahuddin Hanif, 
Secretary general PCjCCi 
highlighted the immense 
interest shown by many Chi-
nese companies in Pakistan’s 
textile industry.  “Companies 
from cities and provinces 
like Shanghai, guangzhou, 
jiangsu, Fujian, and Shan-
dong have expressed their 
desire to relocate their pro-
duction units to Punjab, with 
a minimum investment of $25 
million per unit.  

‘Pakistan Alliance for 
girls Education’ awarded 

iSLAMABAD: in recognition of implementation of highly successful practices in lit-
eracy programming the Library of Congress USA has honored Pakistan Alliance for 
girls Education (PAgE), as Successful Practices Honorees in 2023 Literacy Awards 
Program. Pakistan Alliance for girls Education is an umbrella organization work-
ing towards building an enabling environment for gender equity in education, em-
ployment, rights, and leadership in Pakistan. Founded in 2014, the organization 
endeavors to empower girls of Pakistan with access to quality education and 
leadership opportunities. Ambassador Masood Khan congratulated Fajer Pasha, 
Executive Director Pakistan Alliance for girls Education, who called on him 
at the Chancery today.  He also felicitated the entire team of PAgE, terming 
their efforts as ‘a great contribution to the increasing literacy in Pakistan. 
Ms. Fajer Pasha said it was a great honor for PAgE to be recognized among 
the top 15 organizations by Library of Congress for implementation of highly 
successful practices. This, she said, reflected the dedication of the organiza-
tion and also manifested the commitment and the support being provided by the 
government and the people of Pakistan for the cause of education. Briefing the 
Ambassador, Ms. Fajar said that PAgE was working across Pakistan to promote 
girls’ education and has also been recognized by UnESCO and government of Chi-
na through global Award for girls’ and Women’s Education 2023. —DnA
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US commerce tightens 
rules  on advanced chips

Beijing-Moscow relations: 
cordial cooperation

T he United States Department of Commerce announced a raft of new 
rules  in a bid to “plug loopholes” in the existing restrictions on 
advanced computer chips and chip-making equipment it launched 

last year. in addition to cutting off Chinese companies’ access to specific 
advanced chips from such US chipmakers as AMD and nvidia, two Chi-
nese chip designers, Moore Threads and Biren Technology, have been 
blacklisted, and licensing requirements for exports of advanced chips 
and equipment have been expanded to dozens of other countries which 
allegedly present risks of diversion to China. The aim is to elbow China 
further away from the semiconductor industry’s cutting-edge technology. 
The excuse, as has been the case since the Donald Trump days, is still 
the umbrella formula of national security plus human rights. “The goal 
is the same goal that has always been, which is to limit China’s access to 
advanced semiconductors that could fuel breakthroughs in artificial intel-
ligence,” said US Commerce Secretary gina Raimondo. Ai capabilities 
empowered by supercomputing and advanced chips have broad military 
applications. And Raimondo said that the stricter export controls are 
meant to control such “transformational” technology even though the 
slowdown in Chinese capability around high-level Ai can have societal 
benefits and be “used for goodness” as the joe Biden administration 
has acknowledged. Everything else aside, the US government is clearly 
taking full advantage of its dominance in new and emerging technologies 
to keep the upper hand in what it regards as decisive competition with 
China. its continuous moves to deny China access to US technologies 
and equipment is only part of its attempt to suppress Chinese technolog-
ical progress, especially in the semiconductor field. The attempt serves 
the strategic purpose of winning the strategic competition with China. 
The joe Biden administration has never stopped stressing that it has 
no intention to choke the Chinese economy. But it seems ready to do 
whatever it takes to do just that. The Chinese ministries of commerce 
and foreign affairs were correct in pointing out that US and other West-
ern companies are also among the direct victims of the latest measures. 
AMD and nvidia know it. ASML knows it. And the US Semiconductor 
industry Association, which is still “evaluating the impact”, has stated: 
“Overly broad, unilateral controls risk harming the US semiconductor 
ecosystem without advancing national security”. While the fabricated 
national security and human rights narrative may work for a while, its 
abusive use will hurt both countries, and impede global technological 
advancement in the end. Everyone knows the enormous potential of new 
technologies, including Ai, to improve people’s livelihoods. 

P resident Xi jinping talked with his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin 
on the sidelines of the third Belt and Road Forum for international Co-
operation in Beijing.Putin has attended all of the Belt and Road forums, 

demonstrating Russia’s unswerving support for the China-proposed initiative. 
To date, the two heads of state have met 42 times over the past decade, consol-
idating the strong working relationship and deep personal friendship between 
the two leaders. The exchanges between the two heads of state have been both 
the anchor and the compass for China-Russia relations. They have ensured the 
sustained and steady development of bilateral ties by providing a top-level de-
sign and strategic guidance. This has been especially important, given the rap-
idly changing international landscape, and the need for the two sides to enhance 
their coordination on bilateral and international issues. Following the blueprint 
drawn by the two leaders, China-Russia cooperation has flourished in recent 
years. it encompasses a wide range of fields, such as the economy, trade, 
investment, energy, science and technology, as well as people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges. Bilateral trade, which hit a historical record in 2022, is 
expected to set a new record this year, reaching $200 billion. The strong 
China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership has also established it-
self as an important diplomatic and strategic asset shared by both sides as 
the two countries provide valuable strategic support to each other on multi-
lateral platforms such as the United nations, the g20 and the BRiCS mecha-
nism. With the United States-led West adhering to a zero-sum mentality and 
stoking bloc competition and confrontation to contain China and Russia, it 
is only natural that the two countries should opt to strengthen their mutual 
support on issues concerning each other’s core interests. not to mention 
that the two countries share the same or similar views on hot-button re-
gional and international issues as well as global governance. As Xi said, it is 
not an expediency, but a long-term policy to develop China-Russia relations 
featuring permanent good-neighborly friendship, comprehensive strategic 
coordination and mutually beneficial cooperation. Although the West tries to 
portray otherwise, both countries have repeatedly stressed their relations 
do not target any third party. in an increasingly turbulent world, the steady 
and reciprocal China-Russia ties have set a good example for relations 
between countries. in contrast, the cobwebbed Cold War shenanigans of 
the US and its allies are stoking geopolitical tensions and creating ever 
greater global uncertainty. just because the US chooses to remain stuck 
in the past, and insists on playing its zero-sum games targeting the two 
countries does not mean the rest of the international community should 
tag along with Washington. The determination of Beijing and Moscow to 
maintain close and cordial ties should be viewed as a welcome stabilizer 
amid Washington’s ruinous attempts to maintain the US’ hegemony in 
the face of a tide of change sweeping the world.
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nATO needs results if 75th anniversary 
summit is to be a success

Turning the tides with nASTP

Luke Coffey i t has now been more than 100 days since 
the leaders of nATO gathered in june for 
a major summit in Vilnius, Lithuania. With 

the war raging in Ukraine, this summit came 
at a crucial time for European security. next 
year’s summit in Washington is symbolically 
important because it marks the 75th anni-
versary of nATO’s founding. To make sure 
that the next summit is a success, a lot of 
progress has to be made on some key issues. 
One hundred days on from the last summit, a 
lot of work remains to be done.
One of the biggest issues that must be re-
solved ahead of next year’s gathering in the 
US is the issue of enlargement. Since nATO 
was created in 1949, successive rounds of 
enlargement have added new members to 
the alliance, while bringing more stability 
and security across Europe. nATO’s success 
means that it is a club that countries want to 
join. no country has ever been forced or pres-
sured into joining the alliance. Leading up to 
the summit in june, expectations were high 
regarding Ukraine’s membership prospects. 
Many hoped that a formal invitation to join 
the alliance would be given to Kyiv. This nev-
er happened. in place of an invitation to join, 
the alliance created a nATO-Ukraine Council. 
This is meant to serve as a high-level forum for 
increased nATO-Ukraine engagement. Since 
the summit, there has not been much progress 
made in terms of finding a consensus between 
the members on extending a formal invita-
tion for Ukraine to join the alliance. While all 
members agree that Ukraine will join nATO 
someday, putting a timeline on this ambition 
remains deeply divisive. This means it is un-
likely Ukraine will get an invitation next year 
— unless something changes. The leaders of 
nATO need to start working overtime to find 
a consensus. A failure to resolve this issue 
before next year’s summit would be seen as 
a sign of weakness by Russia.

One of the biggest issues that must be re-
solved ahead of next year’s gathering in the 
US is the issue of enlargement
Another matter regarding nATO enlargement 
that has been equally disappointing over the 
past 100 days regards Sweden’s entry into the 
alliance. Soon after Russia’s large-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine in February 2022, Finland and 
Sweden jettisoned a long-standing policy of re-
maining outside military alliances and both ap-
plied to join nATO. Finland joined in April, but 
Sweden’s bid stalled over Turkish concerns re-
garding the status and role of the PKK terror-
ist organization in the country.
At the summit in Lithuania, President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan was praised for finally giving 
the green light to Sweden’s entry into the al-
liance. Because the Turkish parliament was in 
recess at the time, it could not vote to approve 
Sweden’s entry. now, 100 days on from the 
summit, the Turkish parliament still has not 
voted on ratifying Sweden’s membership of 
nATO. This is another issue that needs to be 
resolved before the summit next year.
On a positive note, one area that nATO has made 
progress on since june is increasing its support 
for Ukraine. Arming and supporting Ukraine was 
a top issue in Vilnius. For the first part of the war, 
the US was the largest source of aid to Ukraine. 
This has recently changed. According to the Kiel 
institute for the World Economy’s Ukraine aid 
tracker, total European commitments are now 
more than double those of the US. After total-
ing all forms of aid, including military, economic, 
humanitarian and refugee support, 20 European 
countries have given more to Ukraine than the 
US as a percentage of gross domestic product. 
A lot of new European commitments have been 
made since the summit in june.
in addition to the focus on Ukraine, nATO must 
also demonstrate an ability to remain flexible 
when dealing with new and surprising challeng-
es. Since the last summit, there has been one 

unexpected geopolitical event that has had impli-
cations for the alliance.
On a positive note, one area that nATO has made 
progress on since june is increasing its support 
for Ukraine. Last month, Serbia conducted a 
large-scale military mobilization along its border 
with Kosovo. Amid simmering tensions since 
the beginning of the year, Serbia deployed, in 
the words of the White House, an “unprece-
dented” number of troops along its southern 
border. This was alarming for nATO because it 
maintains a peacekeeping force in Kosovo and 
security issues in the Balkans have traditionally 
spilled over into the rest of Europe. Thankfully, 
nATO acted quickly. The alliance immediate-
ly increased the strength of its peacekeeping 
force with a deployment of hundreds of British 
troops based out of Cyprus. Soon after, Ser-
bia withdrew its forces from the border with 
Kosovo. However, ongoing tensions between 
Belgrade and Pristina remain a concern for the 
alliance. The way things are going, the future 
role of nATO in the Balkans will likely be on 
the agenda at the next summit.
As nATO prepares for its 75th birthday next 
year, the alliance needs to show its people that 
it remains as relevant today as it was during 
the time of its founding during the Cold War. 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine make it easier to 
explain why nATO remains important today, 
but the alliance still has a lot of hard work 
ahead of it. nATO needs to double down on 
finding a consensus regarding Ukraine’s poten-
tial membership, it needs to finalize Sweden’s 
entry into the alliance, and it must maintain 
current levels of military support for Ukraine 
for the foreseeable future. Overall, the past 
100 days have not been encouraging. Howev-
er, if these issues can be addressed over the 
next several months, it is still possible to lay 
the groundwork to make the 75th anniversa-
ry summit in Washington a success.  

— Sourced by Arab news

i t is said that seeing is believing, and rightly so. 
Words cannot replicate my incredibly inspiring 
and reassuring visit to the national Aerospace 

Science & Technology Park (nASTP) Alpha at PAF 
Base nur Khan. Despite spending hours, the entire 
charismatic splendour of nASTP Alpha couldn’t be 
captured. it was one of my retired life’s most re-
warding and memorable moments. in these testing 
times, this visit provided a glimmer of hope and opti-
mism that i feel compelled to share to boost national 
spirits and reinvigorate a much-needed sense of 
hope. The PAF is renowned for its young, dynamic 
leadership undertaking innovative, bold and futur-
istic projects. The nASTP is one such excellent in-
itiative of strategic national importance conceived 
and spearheaded by the Chief of the Air Staff ACM 
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu. its main objective 
is to create an innovation ecosystem nationwide, 
bringing together industry, academia, and the 
armed forces to strengthen the PAF by advanc-
ing the local aerospace industry.  On the broader 
canvas, nASTP Kamra is the flagship Headquar-
ter encompassing “Design, R&D, manufacturing, 
Product Lifecycle Management (PLM), Training, 
Maintenance / Repair/ Overhaul (MRO), Aviation 
Logistics, along with global supply chains of strate-
gic industries like Aerospace, iT and Computing”. 
nASTP Kamra is then connected to three regional 
nASTP centres at Rawalpindi, Lahore and Kara-
chi that would “create regional level eco-systems 
to be ultimately connected at the national level 
with nASTP Kamra”. To put it simply, nASTP is a 
comprehensive initiative aimed at assembling the 
most brilliant minds, cutting-edge technologies, 
and diverse experiences to develop and transform 
futuristic concepts for the aerospace industry in col-
laboration with national and international partners.  
Future wars will be fought in black and white, but 
much will also be fought in the grey zone. non-kinetic 

methods of warfare, such as electronic warfare, cy-
ber-attacks, artificial intelligence, and quantum com-
puting, will be significant game-changers, tipping the 
scales against adversaries. Securing superiority in 
space will be crucial for both offensive and defensive 
operations. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) pow-
ered by sophisticated Artificial intelligence (Ai) will 
be lethal and give a new balance between qualitative 
edge and quantitative depth. With emerging technolo-
gies rapidly reshaping the future and making current 
operational concepts obsolete, the nASTP is a world-
class setup, intelligently designed and artistically 
furbished to explore and harness the potential of 
such game-changing technologies. it is perhaps the 
largest design and R&D setup of the Pakistan Air 
Force in “Aircraft, Space, Radar, Wireless and Com-
munications Systems, Simulators, Cyber, iT, Com-
puting & Big Data, Software Development, and Ar-
tificial intelligence domains”.  it was heartening 
to note the Turkish Aircraft industry (TAi), 
known for aircraft manufacturing, and leading 
Turkish UAV company ‘Baykar’, best known for 
its TB2 and Akinci drones, set up their offices 
in nASTP. This strategic collaboration holds 
great promise for both nations. Expanding on 
the experience of jF-17 and deepening defence 
ties with Turkey, PAF is currently working on 
another fighter program called ‘PFX’. The pro-
gram is in the advanced design stage and will 
incorporate all futuristic capabilities being de-
veloped at different nASTP centres. Already, 
the PAF 4.5 gen   j-10C, with the advanced avi-
onic package, is ahead of its rival, the Rafale, 
and when the time comes, it could surprise the 
formidable S-400 with few undisclosed weap-
ons.  it was deeply inspiring to physically find 
in the nASTP the PAF’s recently inducted 
Turkish and Chinese drones and UCAVs in the 
Medium-Altitude Long Endurance (MALE) and 

High-Altitude Long Endurance (HALE) catego-
ries, some of which have already demonstrated 
their combat worthiness in the Azerbaijan-Ar-
menia and Russian-Ukraine conflicts. These drones 
and UCAVs are the present and the future of mod-
ern warfare and shall deeply augment the offen-
sive punch of PAF in kinetic and non-kinetic roles. 
These can be of great operational efficacy against 
the fresh hybrid war being fought along the border 
regions of Pakistan. Another indigenous invention 
of particular interest was the low-cost airborne loi-
tering munition, which can autonomously engage 
any high-value target with precision. 
A barrage of fire can unleash a deadly rain of destruction 
from the sky.  The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) is acutely 
aware of the increasing gap with india in the space do-
main and has developed an effective strategy to deny in-
dia any offensive space advantage in the event of a con-
tingency. The PAF’s exceptional focus on cyber warfare, 
electronic warfare (EW), and quantum computing from 
offensive and defensive perspectives is praiseworthy. 
These advanced capabilities, particularly in the domains 
of EW and cyber warfare, can cause significant damage 
to adversary by disrupting and destroying command and 
control systems, satellite networks, tactical data links, 
missile guidance systems, avionics, targeting pods, and 
other critical systems. 
Pakistan’s aerospace industry is set to receive 
a major boost with the inception of the nASTP. 
The project will fortify the country’s aerospace 
sector, boost economic growth, and augment Pa-
kistan’s reputation globally. ACM Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu and the entire PAF leadership de-
serve commendation for their foresight in con-
ceiving a project of immense national signifi-
cance and multiple strategic dividends.

The writer is the Director of Warfare and 
Aerospace at the Centre for Aerospace and 
Security Studies (CASS), Lahore, Pakistan. 

He can be reached at casslahore@gmail.com
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iSLAMABAD: A functional Coun-
cil of Common interests (CCi) 
with its rules of business, consist-
ent national Finance Commission 
(nFC) Award governed through 
subordinate legislation, and devo-
lution of political, financial, and ad-
ministrative authority empowering 
local governments are imperative 
to create the right environment 
to renew Pakistan’s commitment 
to federalism, uphold the consti-
tution’s mandate, and protect its 
basics for the next 50 years.
This was highlighted by veteran 
statesmen, jurists, and consti-
tutional experts during the con-
cluding session of the two-day 
conference on ‘The Constitution 
of Pakistan: Lessons for next 50 
Years’ co-organized by the insti-
tute of Policy Studies (iPS), islam-
abad, and the Department of Law, 
Fatima jinnah Women University 
(FjWU), Rawalpindi. The confer-

ence was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Raja Zafar-ul-Haq, former 
senator, Khalid Rahman, chair-
man iPS, Owais Ahmed ghani, 
former governor, Balochistan 
and KP, Amanullah Kanrani, 
Balochistan’s interim law min-
ister, Dr Saima Hamid, former 
vice chancellor, FjWU, Prof Dr 
Shoaib Akhtar, dean, FjWU, Aftab 
Memon, former federal secretary, 
ministry of interprovincial coordi-
nation, inayatuallah Khan, former 
minister for local governments, 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Lt gen (r) 
naeem Khalid Lodhi, former fed-
eral minister for national security, 
Ahmed Bilal Mehboob, president, 
PiLDAT, Prof Dr Aziz-ur-Rahman, 
director, School of Law, Quaid-i-
Azam University, islamabad, Dr 
nadia Khadam, head, Department 
of Law, FjWU, and Prof Dr Fakhr-
ul-islam, advisor research iPS and 
former Dg, Pakistan Study Cen-
tre, University of Peshawar.
Emphasizing the fundamental 
principles upon which Pakistan 

was founded – unity amidst di-
versity and a strong federal struc-
ture – the speakers highlighted 
concerns related to the Council 
of Common interests (CCi) and 
national Finance Commission 
(nFC) Award, underscoring the 
need for meaningful reforms. As 
the 1973 Constitution inherent-
ly carries the characteristic of 
federalism, aimed at safeguard-
ing provincial rights and foster-
ing equitable socio-economic 
development, this unity remains 

pivotal to Pakistan’s survival.
However, there are rising con-
cerns about the functionality of 
the CCi, meant to safeguard and 
protect the rights of the prov-
inces, as its secretariat remains 
nonfunctional for all practical 
purposes, said inayatullah Khan. 
The issue has been compound-
ed because there are no rules of 
business for the CCi even after 50 
years, added Amanullah Kanrani. 
The speakers said this dysfunc-
tionality is undermining the spirit 
of federalism and fueling dissatis-
faction among provinces because 
their rights are not being upheld. 
Furthermore, nFC has failed to 
implement its Awards to the 
provinces. Since 2010, the suc-
ceeding nFCs have struggled 
to reach a consensus and imple-
ment awards within their stipu-
lated time period, in violation of 
the constitution. Subordinated 
legislation is needed to govern 
nFC awards for consistency, em-
phasized the speakers.

IPS-FJWU conference marks 50 years of constitution
Experts call for fiscal devolution, empowering CCI, local 
governments, highlight role of NFC for federal harmony

Briefs
Israel levels 

Gaza dist, 
hits church

From PAge 01
They came from under 
the bombardment and the 
destruction, and they said 
they would be safe here but 
destruction chased them,” 
a man cried out. gaza’s Ha-
mas-run government media 
office said 18 Christian Pal-
estinians had been killed. 
There was no immediate 
word from the church on 
the final death toll. it said 
targeting churches that 
were used as shelters for 
people fleeing bombing was 
“a war crime that cannot be 
ignored.” The israeli mili-
tary said part of the church 
was damaged in a strike on 
a militant command centre 
and it was reviewing the in-
cident. in Zahra, a northern 
gaza town, residents said 
their entire district of some 
25 multi-storey apartment 
buildings was razed to the 
ground. They received israe-
li warning messages on their 
mobile phones at breakfast 
time, followed ten minutes 
later by a small drone strike 
that hammered the message 
home. Half an hour after the 
initial warning, F-16 war-
planes brought the buildings 
down in huge explosions and 
clouds of dust. “Everything i 
ever dreamt of and thought 
that i have achieved was 
gone. in that apartment was 
my dream, my memories 
with my children, and my 
wife, was the smell of safe-
ty and love,” Ali, a resident 
of the district, told Reuters 
by phone, declining to give 
his full name for fear of re-
prisals. The United nations 
humanitarian affairs office 
said more than 140,000 
homes - nearly a third of all 
homes in gaza - have been 
damaged, with nearly 13,000 
completely destroyed.

SC fixes 
hearing 

on polls...
From PAge 01

the Council of Common in-
terests (CCi) on August 5. 
The petition, a copy of which 
is available with The Express 
Tribune, was filed by SCBA 
members belonging to the 
Professional Lawyers body 
(Hamid Khan group). The 
election supervisor is bound 
to hold polls within 90 days 
if the assembly is dissolved 
early. As the lower house 
was dissolved on August 9, 
three days before the end of 
its term, elections were sup-
posed to be held by novem-
ber 9. Yet, the last potential 
time for elections floated by 
the ECP is january 2024. 
Meanwhile, after the ap-
proval of census 2023 by the 
CCi, a delay in the holding of 
polls seems to be in offing, 
as according to officials, the 
process of new delimitations 
may take four months or 
longer. The SCBA, in its peti-
tion, urged the apex court to 
declare the participation of 
the caretaker chief ministers 
of Punjab and Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa in the CCi meeting 
as illegal and in violation of 
the Constitution. Both the 
Punjab and Khyber-Pakh-
tunkhwa assemblies where 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf 
(PTi) government was in 
power were dissolved in jan-
uary 2022. The caretaker 
governments in both the 
provinces were bound to 
hold elections within 90 
days but failed to do so.

Too little, 
too late: 
UN body 
From PAge 01

The attack resulted in sub-
stantial casualties, with is-
raeli officials reporting at 
least 1,400 deaths, primarily 
among civilians.  in response, 
israel has conducted exten-
sive aerial bombings, causing 
significant destruction. An 
impending ground invasion is 
anticipated, heightening con-
cerns about the humanitari-
an crisis in gaza. As of now, 
the situation remains critical, 
with at least 4,137 Palestini-
ans, mainly civilians, report-
ed dead due to the ongoing 
conflict, according to the 
Hamas-run health ministry.

4 terrorists 
killed in...

From PAge 01
A cache of arms, equip-
ment and explosives was 
also recovered during the 
operation. Locals of the 
area appreciated the oper-
ation and expressed their 
full support to eliminate 
the menace of terrorism.

FIBA referee workshop 
kicks off in Islamabad

PBBF kicks off the FiBA Referee workshop for the growth and development 
of basketball referees here at Pakistan Sports Complex islamabad

afzal JaveD

iSLAMABAD: To improve the 
basketball standard and skills in 
the country with some significant 
steps taken by the Pakistan Bas-
ketball Federation (PBBF) kicks 
off the FiBA Referee workshop on 
Thursday for the growth and devel-
opment of basketball referees here 
at Pakistan Sports Complex islam-
abad. The three-day workshop will 
be led by renowned international 
Basketball Federation (FiBA) 
Referee instructor AbdulKarim 
Shakeb, hailing from Bahrain, who 
has been appointed by FiBA Asia. 
Shakeb’s extensive experience and 
knowledge are expected to be in-
strumental in enhancing the skills 
of local referees and officials.
Prior to the main event, a national 
Referee Workshop was conduct-
ed at the same venue, the Sports 
Complex in islamabad. Over 40 
referees participated in this pre-
paratory workshop, which aimed 
to equip them with the necessary 

skills and knowledge required 
for the upcoming FiBA Referee 
workshop. The national Referee 

Workshop received guidance and 
instruction from key figures in the 
basketball community. The Associ-

ate Secretary of the Pakistan Bas-
ketball Federation and FiBA Com-
missioner Ouj E Zahoor played 

a pivotal role in organizing and 
conducting the workshop, in col-
laboration with the national Ref-
erees Board. Secretary Referees 
Board Prof. Siraj Ul Haq Qureshi 
and members of the board former 
FiBA referee Yaqoob Qadry and 
Saadat jehangir contributed their 
expertise by conducting training 
sessions during the national Ref-
eree Workshop. Their valuable 
insights and mentorship are ex-
pected to enrich the skills of the 
referees who will soon partake in 
the FiBA Referee workshop.
This initiative by the Pakistan 
Basketball Federation not only 
emphasizes the commitment to 
improving the quality of officiat-
ing in basketball but also aims to 
strengthen Pakistan’s presence 
on the international basketball 
stage. The FiBA Referee work-
shop is poised to be a significant 
step forward in achieving these 
objectives, as it equips local refer-
ees with the knowledge and skills 
necessary to officiate internation-
al basketball events effectively.

Shaheen equals records 
with spectacular fifer 

BAngALORE : Shaheen Afridi has etched his name alongside 
cricket legend Shahid Afridi by equaling the record for the most 
fifers for Pakistan in World Cups Australia’s David Warner and 
Mitchell Marsh put on a masterclass in power-hitting against 
Pakistan as the five-time champions posted a daunting total 
of 367-9 in their World Cup group game on Friday. Amidst the 
carnage by Australian batters, Shaheen Afridi emerged as the 
standout performer among the Pakistan bowlers, securing five 
wickets and concluding with impressive figures of 5-54. This 
outstanding feat has propelled him to equal the record for the 
most wickets by a fast bowler after 48 ODis. Shaheen Afridi’s 
tally of 95 wickets in 48 ODis matches that of Mitchell Starc, 
who also achieved the same milestone in the same number of 
matches. Furthermore, Shaheen Afridi has etched his name 
alongside cricket legend Shahid Afridi by equaling the record 
for the most fifers for Pakistan in World Cups. Following his 
stellar fifer against Australia in Bengaluru on Friday, Shaheen 
Afridi now boasts two fifers in World Cups, mirroring Shahid 
Afridi’s own achievement of two fifers in the prestigious tourna-
ment. However, amidst these individual achievements, Pakistan 
found themselves on the wrong side of some unwanted re-
cords. David Warner and Mitchell Marsh forged a remarkable 
partnership, amassing 259 runs for the first wicket, marking 
Australia’s highest-ever opening stand in World Cup cricket. 
This also marked the first occasion where Pakistan conceded 
more than a 200-run partnership in World Cup cricket. – DNA

JCP 
recommends 

Justice...
From PAge 01

“[justice Khan] is knowl-
edgeable, well experienced, 
versatile with an upright 
character and in my opinion 
deserving of being appoint-
ed as [a] judge of the Su-
preme Court. He is also the 
most senior judge amongst 
the chief justices and judg-
es of all the high courts,” 
it continued. The jCP sec-
retary also wrote that CjP 
isa wanted that suggestions 
for determining the criteria 
for the appointment of high 
court judges should also be 
discussed in the meeting. 
The official asked the mem-
bers of the body to attend 
the meeting on October 
20. justice Khan had been 
ignored for his elevation 
to the SC for the past six 
years. Meanwhile, justice 
Aqeel Abbasi’s name was 
proposed for the SHC chief 
justice’s office.

Pakistan to 
learn from 

Xinjiang’s... 
From PAge 01

He said, “We look forward 
to promote cultural and 
people to people connec-
tions with Xinjiang. He in-
vited tourists from Xinjiang 
and other parts of China to 
visit tourist places in Paki-
stan. The prime minister 
said Xinjiang held a special 
place in the hearts of Paki-
stanis as neighboring region 
with longstanding cultural 
and historical linkages. He 
said Khunjerab border con-
necting Pakistan and China 
through this region was 
a more than a geographi-
cal demarcation. “it is not 
only a channel of trade and 
transportation but also a 
vital bridge that connects 
the two great nations.” He 
said, “We will jointly work 
to identify the respective 
strengths of gilgit-Baltistan 
and Xinjiang and build on 
our synergies for improving 
the livelihoods of the peo-
ple of our region.”

US urges 
Pak to 

accept...
From PAge 01

coordinate with interna-
tional humanitarian or-
ganizations ... to provide 
humanitarian assistance,” 
a US State Department 
spokesperson told re-
porters on Thursday as 
reported by Reuters. Pa-
kistan has set a november 
1 deadline for all illegal 
immigrants, including 
hundreds of thousands 
of Afghans, to leave the 
country or face forcible ex-
pulsion. Pakistan says the 
deportation process would 
be orderly and conducted 
in phases and could begin 
with people with criminal 
records. Afghanistan’s 
Taliban rulers have said 
Pakistan’s move to evict 
illegal Afghan migrants 
was “unacceptable”.

Australia 
beat Pak...

From PAge 01
century stand against Aus-
tralia in a World Cup match. 
However, Abdullah was re-
moved after scoring 64 runs 
as he got a top edge on Mar-
cus Stoinis’ delivery. Soon 
after the right-handed batter 
lost his wicket, imam, too, 
followed him to the pavilion 
for 70 runs. Pakistan were 
154-2 in 23.4 overs and were 
in dire need of a big partner-
ship to get back in the team 
but their skipper Babar Azam 
was removed by Adam Zam-
pa just after scoring 18 runs 
courtesy of an excellent catch 
by Pat Cummins. The green 
Shirts kept on losing wickets 
at regular intervals but after 
the arrival of iftikhar Ahmed, 
it looked like Pakistan would 
get in the game once again 
as the 33-year-old started hit-
ting boundaries. Adam Zam-
pa provided the Aussies the 
much-needed breakthrough 
and removed iftikhar and Mo-
hammad Rizwan in back-to-
back overs. The green Shirts 
were all out for 305 runs in 
45.3 overs. Batting first, 
Australia posted 367 runs 
on the scoreboard, record-
ing the biggest total against 
Pakistan in the World Cup. 
Warner and Marsh formed 
a 259-run stand and created 
history as that was Austral-
ia’s highest-ever opening 
stand in World Cup cricket. 
it was also the first time Pa-
kistan conceded more than a 
200-run partnership in World 
Cup cricket. The opening 
stand was also Australia’s 
second-highest for any wick-
et ever and the second-high-
est by any team ever.

Djokovic to open 
2024 at United Cup

 
sports Desk

SYDnEY : World number one novak 
Djokovic will open his 2024 season at 
the mixed teams United Cup in Aus-

tralia, but injury-plagued Rafael nadal 
was not on the Spain team announced 
Friday. Djokovic will spearhead Serbia 
at the tournament from December 
29-january 7 in Sydney and Perth as 
he builds towards the defence of his 

Australian Open title. nadal was part 
of the Spain team in 2023 before injur-
ing his hip at the opening grand Slam 
of the year. He has been out of action 
since and underwent surgery in june.
Tennis Australia chief Craig Tiley said 
this month nadal planned to make 
his return to grand Slam tennis at 
the Australian Open, which follows 
the United Cup. nadal responded on 
social media by thanking Tiley for his 
"confidence", without confirming if he 
would appear. There are ATP events 
in Brisbane, Adelaide and Auckland 
in early january that nadal could 
also use to prepare for the Austral-
ian Open. nine of the world's top 20 
men and five of the top 10 women 
will feature at the United Cup, with 
defending champions the United 
States among the favourites, led by 
jessica Pegula and Taylor Fritz.
Poland, spearheaded by world num-
ber two and four-time grand Slam 
winner iga Swiatek, were named top 
seeds for the 18-nation event. Other 
big names to sign on include Stefanos 
Tsitsipas, Casper Ruud, Alexander 
Zverev, Maria Sakkari, and Caroline 
garcia. "They are all set to play in 
a format designed to showcase both 
the men's and women's game and 
the unique equality in tennis," said 
tournament director Stephen Far-
row. Countries will be drawn into 
six groups of three and compete in a 
round-robin format. Each tie will fea-
ture one men's and women's match 
as well as a mixed doubles clash.

Milan face juve 
amid betting scandal
MiLAn : AC Milan will defend their two-point Serie A lead 
when they face juventus, a huge match which threatens to be 
overshadowed by a gambling scandal rocking italian football. 
Battered by reports that former midfield star Sandro Tonali 
gambled on Milan matches while still playing for the team he 
supported as a boy, the seven-time European champions will 
try to hold off local rivals and closest challengers inter Milan 
who take on Torino on Saturday. juventus are four points be-
hind Milan in third but have again been engulfed in controver-
sy as nicolo Fagioli became the first player to be punished for 
illicit gambling, just weeks after Paul Pogba was suspended 
for doping violations. The 22-year-old was suspended for sev-
en months on Tuesday after admitting to betting on football 
matches as a criminal investigation into illegal gambling plat-
forms and organised crime bleeds into football.
Tonali, now at newcastle United, is certain to be slapped 
with a lengthy worldwide ban, while disgraced paparazzo 
Fabrizio Corona, who has spent time in jail for extortion, 
has been threatened with legal action after also accusing 
Roma attacker Stephen El Shaarawy and Lazio defender 
nicolo Casale of betting on matches. “He has never gambled 
and has no interest in doing so,” said El Shaarawy’s legal 
team, adding that the accusations were “totally unfounded 
and slanderous”. The affair hangs over this weekend’s action 
with Corona and mainstream outlets publishing a raft of ru-
mours and apparent leaks from the public prosecutors office 
in Turin which is leading the criminal probe. On Thursday 
the head of the italian Football Federation (FigC) gabriele 
gravina said “we will never abandon these young men”, who 
have admitted gambling addictions. – Agencies

Chelsea drawn 
in group with 
Real Madrid

our CorrespoNDeNts

PARiS: Chelsea will face Real Madrid in the Women’s 
Champions League group stage.Emma Hayes’ side, run-
ners-up in 2021, are drawn in group D. Real Madrid were 
quarter-finalists in 2022, while Paris FC knocked out Arse-
nal and last season’s finalists Wolfsburg in the qualifying 
rounds.Chelsea, beaten in the semi-finals by champions 
Barcelona last season, were seeded in pot one as English 
champions. They are the only British representatives left 
in the competition after Scottish champions glasgow City 
were knocked out in second-round qualifying by Brann. 
Manchester United were also knocked out in qualifying, by 
Paris St-germain, who are drawn in the same group as Bay-
ern Munich. Barcelona - featuring England internationals 
Keira Walsh and Lucy Bronze - are in group A and will face 
FC Rosengard, Benfica and Eintracht Frankfurt. The group 
stages takes place between 14 november and 31 january 
and the top two sides from each group will progress to the 
knockout stages. Man City’s Taylor questions Champions 
League format Saudi Arabia wants to host 2035 Women’s 
World Cup Women’s Champions League group-stage draw.
group A: Barcelona, FC Rosengard, Benfica, Eintracht 
Frankfurt. group B: Lyon, Slavia Prague, St Polten, SK 
Brann. group C: Bayern Munich, Paris St-germain, Roma, 
Ajax. group D: Chelsea, Real Madrid, BK Hacken, Paris 
FC. ‘English clubs need to do better in Europe’. There 
has been lots of discussion over the current format of 
Women’s Champions League qualifying after English 
clubs Manchester United and Arsenal. – Agencies
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BRUSSELS: The European Union 
began taking steps  to limit the 
impact of the war between isra-
el and Hamas on the bloc, amid 
heightened security tensions af-
ter a firebomb attack on a Berlin 
synagogue and killings in Belgium 
and France by suspected islamic 
extremists. Spain, which current-
ly holds the EU’s rotating presi-
dency, activated a crisis mecha-
nism to speed up decision-making 
and coordination between the 27 
member countries, the bloc’s in-
stitutions and major partners like 
the United nations or the United 
States. Officials from across the 
EU have expressed concerns 
about a rise in antisemitic attacks, 
radicalization online, the use of 
encrypted messaging services by 
extremists, and the need to speed 

up the deportation of people who 
might pose a public danger. But 
calls for an increase in security 
across the board are creating deep 
unease as the solutions being dis-
cussed could undermine free move-
ment and the right to assemble in 
Europe. italy is introducing border 
checks to counter a possible rise in 
tensions over the israel-Hamas war. 
Denmark and Sweden are too, due 
to what they have said is a terror-
ist threat. France intends to keep 
checks in place until at least May 
2024, citing “new terrorist threats 
and external borders situation.” 
More police have been deployed in 
Belgium, France and germany. EU 
foreign policy chief josep Borrell 
believes part of the solution to Eu-
rope’s security woes must involve 
the bloc helping diplomatically and 
financially to bring an end to years 
of conflict between israel and the 
Palestinians. “We have learned 

from history that the most difficult 
decisions are always taken when 
we are on the edge of the abyss. i 
believe that is where we are now: 
on the edge of the abyss,” Borrell 
told EU lawmakers on Wednesday. 
“When i hear Muslim religious au-
thorities speaking the language of 
inter-religious conflict and explicit-
ly stating that Europe is a party to 
this conflict, i feel that the storm 
clouds are looming,” he said. Still, 
not all of Europe’s challenges are 
directly linked to the war. Earlier 
on Thursday, Sweden hosted a 
meeting of ministers from eight 
countries, among them germa-
ny, Belgium and France, focused 
on how to handle incidents where 
people burn the Muslim holy book, 
the Qur’an. Prosecutors are trying 
to establish whether that was a key 
motive for a Tunisian man to shoot 
three Swedes in Brussels on Mon-
day, killing two of them, ahead of 

a Belgium-Sweden soccer match 
in the capital. While the Qur’an 
burnings are not directly linked to 
the conflict between israel and Ha-
mas, they are a sign of rising ten-
sions between religious and other 
communities in Europe. The war 
that began Oct. 7 has become the 
deadliest of five gaza wars for 
both sides. More than 5,000 peo-
ple have been killed in israel and 
gaza. nearly 12,500 Palestinians 
have been wounded, and over 200 
people in israel taken hostage.
“We have to address multiple im-
pacts from the continuing crisis in 
the Middle East” in the EU, Euro-
pean Commission Vice President 
Margaritis Schinas said.
“This entails the protection of our 
jewish communities, but also the 
protection against a generalized 
climate of islamophobia that has 
no place in our society,” he told 
reporters in Luxembourg, where 

EU interior ministers were meet-
ing. Pro-Palestinian rallies have 
been held in several European 
cities since the war. France has 
banned them. germany has also 
promised to take tougher action 
against Hamas, which is already on 
the EU’s list of terrorist organiza-
tions. Chancellor Olaf Scholz told 
the german parliament that local 
authorities “must not allow gather-
ings … at which it must be feared 
that antisemitic slogans will be 
shouted, that people’s deaths will 
be glorified and everything we can’t 
accept here.” in France, the Palace 
of Versailles — a major tourist at-
traction — and three airports were 
evacuated for security reasons 
and temporarily closed Wednes-
day. The incidents were the latest 
in a spate of evacuations in the 
past five days, and the French 
government is threatening to 
fine or jail prank callers.

EU addresses security concerns amid Israel-Hamas war

Briefs
Mongolia 

boosts 
financial 

literacy  with 
nationwide 
campaign

ULAn BATOR : Mongolia 
has launched a nationwide 
campaign to enhance pub-
lic financial and economic 
awareness, particularly the 
awareness on the impor-
tance of saving money, the 
country’s central bank said 
in a statement on Friday.
   The annual campaign is 
being organized on the oc-
casion of World Savings 
Day, which is celebrat-
ed every year on Oct. 31 
worldwide, said Bank of 
Mongolia, the central bank 
of Mongolia.    During the 
two-week campaign under 
the motto “Let’s save mon-
ey and build our future to-
gether,” the central bank 
and other relevant organiza-
tions will organize various 
activities such as children’s 
painting competitions, 
online contests, training 
sessions and meetings to 
empower citizens through 
financial literacy and make 
saving money a habit.   The 
Asian country started mark-
ing World Savings Day in 
2017.— Agencies 

Sudan 
fighting 

threatens 
thousands 
of refugees

KHARTOUM  : Fighting be-
tween the Sudanese army 
and the paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) has 
spread south of Khartoum 
towards gezira state, en-
dangering the lives of thou-
sands of people who have 
fled there from the capital.
The conflict is also inten-
sifying in South Kordofan 
state, where a large rebel 
force, the SPLMn, that 
mobilised in june, has been 
relentlessly attacking army 
barracks, and in Darfur, 
where Arab militias backed 
by or affiliated to the RSF 
have been accused of con-
ducting a brutal campaign 
of ethnic violence.
Across Sudan, school clo-
sures have affected about 
20 million children. The 
RSF is understood to be 
actively recruiting older 
children from the south-
ern outskirts of Khartoum, 
while the army has been 
recruiting young men and 
women from tribes in are-
as it controls in the north. 
Fighting between the army 
and the RSF erupted on 15 
April over tensions linked 
to a planned transition to 
civilian rule. 
Months after mediators 
suspended negotiations, 
there appears to be no clear 
winner and no end in sight 
to a war that has displaced 
more than 5.75 million peo-
ple, killed thousands and 
destroyed major cities. 
The RSF is now attempt-
ing to move southwards 
towards gezira state, a key 
agricultural area and pop-
ulation centre. Hundreds 
of thousands of people, as 
well as some government 
and humanitarian functions 
displaced from Khartoum, 
have moved there. —APP

norma 
weakens to 
category 3 
hurricane

Mexico City : Hurricane 
norma weakened Thursday 
to a Category 3 storm as it 
headed for Mexico’s Pacific 
coast -- still strong enough 
to cause flash floods and 
damage, forecasters said.
By 2100 gMT on Thurs-
day, the tropical storm was 
downgraded by one cate-
gory on the Saffir-Simpson 
Hurricane Wind Scale of 
the US national Hurri-
cane Center (nHC), which 
grades hurricanes up to a 
maximum Category 5.
norma was located about 
265 miles (425 kilometers) 
west of Manzanillo in the 
western Mexican state of 
Colima, it said, with winds 
exceeding 125 miles (205 
kilometers) per hour and 
stronger gusts. The storm 
was traveling northward 
towards the Baja Califor-
nia peninsula at a speed of 
about six miles per hour. 
“Some weakening is expect-
ed during the next few days, 
but norma is forecast to be 
a hurricane when it moves 
near the southern portion 
of Baja California” by Friday 
night and Saturday, said the 
nHC.—Agencies 

Russia 
decides on 

detention of 
us journalist

KAZAn : A Russian court 
said it would decide on Fri-
day whether to place a Rus-
sian-American journalist in 
pre-trial detention for alleg-
edly failing to register as a 
foreign agent. Alsu Kurma-
sheva was working for the 
US-funded Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty media 
outlet before she was de-
tained by law enforcement 
officers in the Russian city 
of Kazan on Wednesday. 
The Sovetski court in Ka-
zan said it would rule on a 
prosecutors’ request that 
she be formally held in cus-
tody on charges that carry 
up to five years in jail. Kur-
masheva is the second US 
journalist to be detained by 
Russia. Wall Street journal 
reporter Evan gershkovich 
was arrested in March for 
“spying” -- a charge that he, 
his employer and the White 
House vehemently deny. 
Kurmasheva was working 
as an editor with the US out-
let’s Tatar-Bashkir service, 
her employer RFE/RL said. 
She was covering efforts to 
preserve the Tatar language 
despite “increased pressure 
on Tatars in recent years”. 
Since launching full-scale 
hostilities against Ukraine 
in February 2022, Russia 
has engaged an unprec-
edented crackdown on 
independent journalism. 
gershkovich was the first 
Western reporter to be 
jailed on spying charges in 
Russia since the Soviet era. 
A Moscow court earlier this 
month rejected an appeal 
against his detention and 
ordered that he be detained 
until the end of november. 
Kurmasheva lives in Prague, 
Czech Republic, but entered 
Russia on May 20 for a family 
emergency, according to the 
new York-based Committee 
to Protect journalists (CPj).
She was temporarily de-
tained at Kazan airport on 
june 2 before her return 
flight. The United nations 
human rights office said in 
a social media post it was 
“concerned” by Kurmashe-
va’s detention. “journalists 
must be left to do their vital 
work free from pressure, in-
timidation and reprisals,” it 
said.—Agencies 

Merck 
announce 

$22bn cancer 
drug deal

TOKYO : Shares in japan’s 
Daiichi Sankyo soared on 
Friday after the pharma 
group announced a cancer 
drug deal with Merck worth 
up to $22 billion. Under the 
agreement announced by 
both firms, US giant Merck 
will pay Daiichi for the 
rights to three cancer drugs 
in development. Daiichi 
shares briefly surged as 
much as 18 percent on the 
announcement and at mid-
day were up 12.9 percent at 
4,041.00 yen. The deal will 
combine Daiichi’s expertise 
and technology with Merck’s 
“deep experience in oncolo-
gy and clinical development 
capabilities... for patients 
across multiple types of can-
cer”, a joint statement said. 
The companies will jointly 
develop and potentially com-
mercialise the three drugs 
worldwide, except in japan 
where Daiichi will maintain 
exclusive rights.—APP

Britain’s Labour deals big  
by-election blows to PM Sunak

News Desk

LOnDOn : Britain’s Labour Par-
ty dealt a crushing blow to Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak’s Conserva-
tives, winning two previously safe 
parliamentary seats in victories 
leader Keir Starmer said showed 
voters wanted change at the next 
national election.
The double defeat showed a big 
slump in support for the govern-
ing Conservatives, who have won 
the last four national votes, and 
suggests Labour is on course to 
win power for the first time since 
2010 at an election expected next 
year. While so-called by-elections 
are often lost by the governing 
party, the scale of the defeat in 
two parliamentary seats the Con-
servatives have held for years 

piles pressure on Sunak, who took 
over almost a year ago after his 
party became embroiled in scan-
dals and chaos under previous 
leaders. Starmer, who has moved 
his Labour Party closer to the 
centre, said the votes showed La-
bour was the “party of the future”. 
“it is clear that the voters here 
have turned their back on a failed 
Tory (Conservative) government. 
They’ve had enough of the decline 
of the last 13 years and they are 
crying out for change,” he said, 
sharing the stage in Mid-Bed-
fordshire, an area about 50 miles 
(80 km) north of London, with 
his new lawmaker. Labour won 
Mid-Bedfordshire by overturning 
a majority of almost 25,000 - the 
biggest deficit the party has over-
come in a by-election since 1945. 
it also overturned a large majori-

ty in another former Conservative 
stronghold, Tamworth, a largely 
rural constituency in central Eng-
land, with the party enjoying 
the second-highest swing from 
Conservatives since World War 
Two. Many Conservatives had 
already resigned themselves to 
losing the two votes. But sever-
al said Sunak still had time to try 
to claw back the substantial lead 
Starmer’s party enjoys in the 
opinion polls. The Conservative 
party has only won one of the last 
12 by-elections in this parliament, 
with half of the contests caused 
by resignations of politicians for 
misconduct. greg Hands, the 
Conservatives’ campaign chief, 
pointed to the low turnout, saying 
the Conservatives had to find a 
way to get their traditional sup-
porters out to vote. “i didn’t see 

any enthusiasm for Labour,” he 
said. Sunak, a 43-year-old former 
investment banker, has tried to 
cast himself as a bold reformer, 
no longer the cautious technocrat 
who restored some of Britain’s 
credibility after scandals and chaos 
forced his two predecessors from 
office.
But with voters angry over high 
inflation, economic stagnation 
and long waiting times to use the 
state-run health service, Sunak is 
running out of time to close the 
gap on Labour, which has enjoyed 
a double-digit poll lead over the 
Conservatives for over a year. in 
a speech at his party’s conference 
this month, Sunak sought to cast 
himself as a tough decision maker 
who was focused on reviving the 
economy while meeting what he 
said were the public’s demands of 

watering down steps to reach cli-
mate change targets and tackling 
illegal immigration. The domestic 
measures have so far failed to 
change the polls but Sunak will 
hope that he can establish himself 
as a statesman before the next elec-
tion. He is now in the Middle East 
where he is encouraging countries 
to avoid an escalation in the conflict 
between israel and Hamas. One Con-
servative lawmaker said Sunak, and 
his finance minister jeremy Hunt, 
needed a “radical rethink”, urging the 
government to offer tax cuts to win 
over voters. The contests in Mid-Bed-
fordshire and Tamworth were caused 
by the resignations of politicians close 
to former Prime Minister Boris john-
son. Former minister nadine Dorries 
resigned in a row over her failure to 
secure a role in the upper chamber 
of parliament.
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niger rulers claim ousted 
president’s tried to escape
About 1,400 soldiers were based in niamey and in western niger to 
combat fighters linked to islamic State and al-Qaida, bringing with 

them fighter jets, drones, helicopters and armoured vehicles
ABUjA : niger’s military 
rulers say they have foiled 
an attempt by Mohamed 
Bazoum, the former pres-
ident they ousted in a 
coup in july, to escape 
custody. “At around three 
in the morning, the oust-
ed president Mohamed 
Bazoum and his family, 
his two cooks and two se-
curity elements, tried to 
escape from his place of 
detention,” the regime’s 
spokesperson, Amadou 
Abdramane, said on state 
television. The escape at-
tempt failed and “the main 
actors and some of the ac-
complices” were arrested, 
he said in the broadcast 
on Thursday evening. An 
investigation has been 
launched. Abdramane said 
the escape plan had in-
volved Bazoum getting to 
a hideout on the outskirts 

of niger’s capital, niamey. 
They had then planned to 
fly out on helicopters “be-
longing to a foreign power” 
towards nigeria, he add-
ed, denouncing Bazoum’s 
“irresponsible attitude”. 
Since Bazoum was toppled 
by the military on 26 july, 
he has refused to resign. 
The former president 
was being held at his res-
idence in the heart of the 
presidential palace with 
his wife, Haziza, and son, 
Salem. Abdramane did not 
say where they were being 
held now. in September, 
Bazoum’s lawyers said he 
had filed a legal case with 
a court of the Economic 
Community of West Afri-
can States against those 
who deposed him. They 
also said they were taking 
his case to the Un human 
rights council. The army 

officers who overthrew 
Bazoum cited as justifi-
cation the deteriorating 
security situation in ni-
ger because of jihadist 
attacks. niger is battling 
two jihadist insurgencies: 
a spillover in the south-
east from a long-running 
conflict in neighbouring 
nigeria; and an offensive 
in the west by militants 
crossing from Mali and 
Burkina Faso. At the start 
of the month, niger held 
three days of national 
mourning after 29 soldiers 
were killed in a suspected 
jihadist attack, the deadli-
est since the military took 
power in july. The first 
group of French soldiers, 
ordered out of niger by 
its post-coup military rul-
ers, arrived on Thursday 
by road in n’Djamena, 
the capital of neighbour-

ing Chad. The convoy 
“has arrived without any 
particular problems” in 
n’Djamena after 10 days 
on the road and in coor-
dination with nigerien 
forces, the French mili-
tary spokesperson, Pierre 
gaudillière, told AFP. The 
troops will depart by air 
from Chad to France, with 
the withdrawal expected 
to be completed by the 
end of December. About 
1,400 soldiers were based 
in niamey and in western 
niger to combat fighters 
linked to islamic State and 
al-Qaida, bringing with 
them fighter jets, drones, 
helicopters and armoured 
vehicles. France has sup-
ported Bazoum since the 
coup and is calling for his 
release, as are several oth-
er countries and organisa-
tions. — Agencies 

Un Rights Chief: 
Women’s  reproductive 

rights unfinished
UniTED nATiOnS :  Un Human Rights Chief Volk-
er Turk called for progress on the ‘unfinished agenda’ 
of women’s sexual and reproductive health rights at an 
event in geneva to mark the 30th anniversary of the in-
ternational Conference on Population and Development 
(iCPD).  Former Prime Minister, Shaheed Benazir Bhut-
to, was among the world leaders who attended that water-
shed conference, held in Cairo. it adopted a Programme 
of Action promising that women and girls must have the 
power to make decisions about their own lives, their bod-
ies and their futures. in a statement issued in geneva, 
Turk commended the “leaps” made during the past three 
decades which include a reduction in deaths during preg-
nancy, and “substantial investments” in healthcare, edu-
cation and social services. Many people are also living 
longer, healthier lives. “But this is an unfinished agenda,” 
he said. “Alongside the progress, we have seen regres-
sion.”  Turk pointed to “patchy implementation” of the 
principles laid out in the Programme of Action in many 
parts of the world.“gender equality backlash is spread-
ing, denying women and girls autonomy, the capacity to 
choose their futures or their roles within families and 
households, and silencing their voices,” he said.  “Toxic 
masculinity – and misogyny – have inflamed and normal-
ized hate.” Additionally, COViD-19, conflict and economic 
downturns have also disproportionately affected women 
and girls. Meanwhile, “babies don’t stop being born dur-
ing conflict or disaster, and people still get pregnant. ”To-
day, roughly 50,000 women are pregnant in gaza, where 
health services are currently under attack it was pointed 
out. “The earthquake in western Afghanistan this month 
has rendered pregnant women there even more vulnera-
ble, while women and girls in Ukraine still need access to 
life-saving sexual and reproductive health services.—DNA

URUMqI:  Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar offers prayers in a local mosque. —DNA

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s Conservatives, winning two previously safe parliamentary seats in 
victories leader Keir Starmer said showed voters wanted change at the next national election

The European Union began taking steps  to limit the impact of the war between israel 
and Hamas on the bloc, amid heightened security tensions after a firebomb attack
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41 Canadian 
diplomats exit India 
amid murder row

nEW DELHi: Canada announced on Thursday that it 
has withdrawn 41 of its diplomats from india, marking a 
significant deterioration in bilateral relations.  The with-
drawal comes as a result of an ongoing dispute regarding 
the killing of a Sikh separatist on Canadian soil. Canadi-
an Foreign Affairs Minister Melanie joly confirmed the 
move and disclosed that new Delhi had threatened to 
revoke diplomatic immunity for all but 21 of Canada’s 
diplomats and their families by Friday, thereby compel-
ling Ottawa to recall the remaining personnel. 
“We have facilitated their safe departure from india,” joly 
said. “This means that our diplomats and their families 
have now left.” Tensions between the two nations have 
been on the rise since Canada publicly linked indian in-
telligence to the murder of Canadian citizen Hardeep 
Singh nijjar near Vancouver in june.  nijjar was a vocal 
advocate for a separate Sikh state, often referred to as 
Khalistan, carved out of india. Canada has demanded in-
dia’s cooperation in the investigation, but new Delhi has 

vehemently denied the allegations and taken retaliatory 
measures, including the suspension of visa services for 
Canadians. Additionally, Ottawa recently expelled an indi-
an diplomat in response to the issue. indian External Af-
fairs Minister Subrahmanyamjaishankar, speaking in new 
York last month, expressed india’s willingness to examine 
any evidence presented by Canada. He also noted, “We 
have actually been badgering the Canadians. We’ve given 
them loads of information about organized crime lead-
ership which operates out of Canada,” referring to Sikh 
separatist elements.  Furthermore, jaishankar point-
ed out that indian diplomats have been threatened, 
indian consulates have been attacked, and comments 
have been made that constitute interference in indian 
politics. The Sikh separatist movement, which seeks an 
independent state of Khalistan, has largely waned within 
india, where security forces used deadly force to quell the 
insurgency in the 1980s. However, Canada is home to a 
substantial Sikh population of approximately 770,000, con-
stituting about two percent of the country’s population. 
Within this community, a vocal faction continues to advo-
cate for the creation of Khalistan. Last month, hundreds of 
Sikh protesters rallied outside indian diplomatic missions 
in Canada, igniting tensions further by burning flags and 
trampling on pictures of indian Prime Minister narendra 
Modi. joe Hotha, a member of the Sikh community in 
Toronto, voiced concerns, saying, “We are not safe back 
home in Punjab, we are not safe in Canada.” – DNA

WASHingTOn: China has significantly expanded its nucle-
ar stockpile over the past year and is now holding some 500 
operational warheads, the US has said. An annual report 
released by the Pentagon also said Beijing hoped to dou-
ble its arsenal to over 1,000 warheads by 2030. But it said 
China remained committed to a “no-first-strike” nuclear 
policy. While the report said the rise exceeded projections, 
China’s stockpile is still dwarfed by those of Russia and the 
US. Russia has a nuclear arsenal of some 5,889 warheads 
and the US can field 5,244, according to the independent 
Stockholm international Peace Research institute.
in 2021 the US Department of Defense estimated China 
had around 400 warheads. “We’re not trying to suggest a 
very large departure from where they [China] looked to 
be headed... but we are suggesting that they’re on track 
to exceed those previous projections,” a senior Penta-
gon official told reporters on Thursday, adding that the 
issue raised “a lot of concerns” for the US.
President Xi jinping has declared China will field a “world-
class military” by 2049. Since he came to power in 2012, 
he has sought to modernise the country’s armed forces. 
Thursday’s Pentagon report said that China’s drive to boost 
its nuclear arsenal was set to “dwarf previous attempts in 
both scale and complexity”. US officials said Beijing had 
probably completed the construction of three new clusters 

of missile sites in 2022. These fields include at least 300 
new intercontinental Ballistic Missile (iCBMs) silos, the 
report said. iCBMs are ballistic missiles with a range great-
er than 5,500km (3,400 miles). China’s People’s Liberation 
Army has also been seeking to develop iCBMs that would 
allow it “to threaten conventional strikes against targets 
in the continental US, Hawaii and Alaska”, the US report 
found. The analysis said that despite the growth of its nu-
clear stockpile, China remained “committed to a policy of 
‘deterrence’ of an enemy first strike and ‘counterstrike’ 
when deterrence fails”. in a press briefing on Friday, foreign 
ministry spokeswoman Mao ning said the US report “is full 
of prejudice and spreads the theory of the threat posed by 
China”. Ms Mao added that China had “always maintained 
our nuclear forces at the lowest level required for national 
security, and we have no intention of engaging in a nuclear 
arms race with any country”. Henry Boyd of Henry Boyd 
international institute for Strategic Studies told the BBC the 
reported rate of increase did not look “hugely exceptional”. 
He also conceded that China was “moving slightly faster 
than estimated” towards its stated goal of 1,000 warheads. 
Lyle Morris, a senior fellow at the Asia Society Policy insti-
tute, told the BBC that developments such as hypersonic 
missiles were making China reconsider its second-strike pol-
icy, forcing the expansion of its stockpile. – Agencies

China has sharply expanded 
nuclear arsenal, US says

Briefs
Sharif’s wife 
files lawsuit 

against 
Kenyan police 
nAiROBi: Slain journalist 
Arshad Sharif’s wife has 
registered a case against 
the Kenyan Elite police 
unit for her husband’s 
murder in Kenya. javeria 
Siddique in her petition 
has made the attorney 
general of Kenya, national 
police service of the coun-
try and the director public 
prosecution respondents. 
She has urged that the of-
ficers involved in Sharif’s 
murder be put on trial and 
be punished for their crime.
She urged the court to is-
sue directives to the Ken-
yan attorney general (Ag) 
to apologise to Sharif’s 
family within seven days of 
court’s orders, admit facts, 
accept responsibility and 
issue a written apology at 
public level. Sharif’s widow, 
while confirming the filing 
of the case, said: “i have got 
a case registered in nairobi 
for seeking justice in mur-
der case of my husband. 
We got the case registered 
against general service unit 
of Kenya because they com-
mitted crime publicly and 
then admitted it was matter 
of mistaken identity. But to 
me it was targeted murder. 
But Kenyan government 
never apologised. They 
never contacted us.” The 
registration of the case 
comes after it was report-
ed the five Kenyan police 
officers who were involved 
in the killing quietly re-
sumed their duties without 
any action taken against 
them. – Agencies

govt to 
only finance 
important 

projects for 
provinces

 

DNA
iSLAMABAD: The Special 
investment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SiFC) has decided to only 
finance extremely important 
development projects in the 
provinces with 50% of funds 
allocated by the federal gov-
ernment and provinces each. 
The Planning Ministry has, 
meanwhile, identified all the 
Public Sector Development 
Programmes (PSDP) listed 
projects to be presented 
before the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Re-
vival (CCER) with its aims 
to scrap all such schemes 
and save Rs314 billion un-
der the austerity drive.
Finance Minister Dr Sham-
shad Akhtar, following her 
return from Morocco where 
she is attending the annual 
meetings of the World Bank 
and international Monetary 
Fund (iMF), will be chair-
ing the CCER meeting.
“The exercise to abandon 
the provincial nature pro-
jects from PSDP list is un-
derway,” a top government 
official said on Thursday.
it was decided in the last 
SiFC’s Apex Committee 
meeting that development 
projects of provincial na-
ture would only be execut-
ed in the future through 
the cost-sharing of 50%:50% 
of funds borne by both the 
Centre and provinces. 

iMF comes up 
with another 

stringent 
demand

iSLAMABAD: The iMF has 
proposed strict austerity 
measures for Pakistan’s devel-
opment budget as the global 
lender raises concerns about 
the allocation of funds for new 
projects in the ongoing finan-
cial year. in response to the 
iMF’s austerity conditions, 
the authorities are consider-
ing stopping funds for new 
development projects.
The iMF suggests that Pa-
kistan’s caretaker govern-
ment should allocate funds 
for ongoing projects, espe-
cially those near comple-
tion, instead of starting new 
ones. As a result, the rele-
vant authorities will need 
to reassess their develop-
ment project priorities. it’s 
essential to note that the 
global lender has no objec-
tions to providing funds for 
districts affected by recent 
floods in Pakistan. Addi-
tionally, the iMF has urged 
Pakistan to “immediately 
raise” gas tariffs to address 
losses and circular debt in 
the gas sector. – DNA

Kamran 
Bangash 

arrested in 
Peshawar

DNA
P E S H AWA R : P a k i s t a n 
Tehreek-e-insaf (PTi) lead-
er and former Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa minister Kam-
ran Khan Bangash was 
arrested from Peshawar’s 
Chamkani area on Friday, 
police officials said.
They said the PTi leader 
had been shifted to the 
Chamkani police station.
On Wednesday, the Pesha-
war High Court had ex-
pressed annoyance over the 
repeated arrests of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-insaf lead-
ers and the harassment of 
their family members.
The Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa chief secretary and 
police chief had assured 
the court that such a 
thing would not happen 
in future, and that they 
would approach the court 
if any PTi leader’s arrest 
was required.   it is impor-
tant to mention here that 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf 
leader Kamran Bangash is 
also facing nAB cases.

LHC orders 
immediate 
release of 
teachers 

DNA
LAHORE: The Lahore 
High Court (LHC) on Fri-
day declared null and void 
the detention of 114 teach-
ers across the province, 
ordering their release on 
immediate basis.
justice Shakeel Ahmad 
heard the case and Ad-
vocate Malik Aziz Awan 
gave arguments during the 
hearing. The judge after 
hearing the arguments or-
dered to release teachers.
On Thursday, the court, 
hearing petitions against 
the detentions, had or-
dered the jail superinten-
dent to produce five teach-
ers in the court.
Dozens of teachers were 
taken into custody after 
they protested against 
leave encashment issue 
and “privatisation” of pub-
lic sector schools.
in reaction to deten-
tions, teachers have 
also threatened to boy-
cott examination duties, 
saying they will abstain 
from duty during the in-
termediate exams start-
ing from October 20.
They have also announced 
to boycott paper setting 
excercise and practical ex-
amination duty later.

 Former UK minister laments 
Islamophobia in British society
“We are a liberal democracy with a long and proud history, we demean ourselves 

by adopting a totalitarian approach to a section of our fellow citizens, British 
Muslims. We undermine our stated values, and we appear as hypocrites” 

‘Muslims Don’t Matter’

LOnDOn: Over a decade after her “islamophobia has 
passed the dinner table test” speech in government, Bar-
oness Sayeeda Warsi, a former UK minister, has made a 
keynote intervention — “Muslims Don’t Matter: the si-
lencing, stereotyping and stigmatising of Muslims by the 
British press and political parties”. in her speech delivered 
at the University of Leeds Thursday evening, she meticu-
lously referenced polling, policy decisions and the handling 
of high-profile events including the current conflict in the 
Middle East as examples of how British Muslims are held 
to higher standards than other fellow citizens. 
She argued this is creating a climate of fear within a commu-
nity of nearly four million. Urging the end of culture wars, 
she urged policymakers to change course to avoid potential-
ly catastrophic outcomes. in her speech Warsi said: “This 
week is Hate Crime Awareness Week and recently published 
government figures on hate crime once again show in the 
year ending March 2023, a rise in religiously motivated hate 
crime and once again Muslims are the most targeted reli-
gious group (where the perceived religion of the victim was 
recorded, 2 in 5 (39%) of religious hate crime offences were 
targeted against Muslims (3,452 offences)).”
in referencing the treatment of British Muslim communi-
ties in the political sphere, she argued: “There is a par-
ticular irony to this political struggle because, on the one 
hand, the government insists on the observance of ‘Fun-
damental British Values’ but when Muslims challenge ac-
tions that detract from our commitment to rule of law for 
example with torture and rendition, or challenge actions 
that undermine democracy, in speaking up for freedom of 
speech or freedom of association, or challenge actions that 
undermine respect and tolerance by calling out institution-

al islamophobia, or challenge actions that undermine indi-
vidual liberty — when Muslims apply these Fundamental 
British Values in their participation in wider society, they 
are demonised, marginalised, excluded from political are-
nas and treated as outcasts. “We are a liberal democracy 
with a long and proud history, we demean ourselves by 
adopting a totalitarian approach to a section of our fellow 
citizens, British Muslims. We undermine our stated values, 
and we appear as hypocrites.” Continuing to fight the bat-
tle to rid her party of islamophobia, she challenged the 
Labour Party not to partake in a race to the bottom and 
urged mainstream politics to remain a place where British 
Muslims are authentically heard. On this, she stated: “And 
only this week we see reports of the Labour Party banning 
its councillors and members of Parliament from attending 

pro-Palestinian marches not others, despite having spent 
months before the recess fighting the government to pro-
tect the right to protest in the Public Order Act.”
She asked fellow Brits who believe in equality and fairness 
to join British Muslims. “i ask you to join what is in effect a 
Muslim civil rights movement, a demand to belong, to be a 
part, to play our part, to have the same rights and freedoms 
as others, to be heard, to have the right to be heard, for 
our citizenship to be worth the same as everyone else’s, to 
be treated equally under the law.” Referencing the fallout 
of the Dan Wootton controversy, the Farage de-banking 
debacle and the ongoing fight to define islamophobia, 
the former minister sounded the alarm by warning if 
the climate of hate towards the Muslim communities 
continues, it could pave the way for a nation where the 
dehumanisation, attacks and othering of Muslim com-
munities become a normal fabric of British society. 
However, she ended on an optimistic note by saying the 
good in both society and British Muslim communities has 
always prevailed and will do so. Baroness Warsi empha-
sised this whilst speaking about her family’s personal ex-
periences. “My grandfather fought Hitler’s armies as part 
of the British indian Army, they did not give their blood 
and sweat for the freedoms we have today for their de-
scendants to be stereotyped, stigmatised and silenced,” 
she said. The UK leader added that her forefathers fought 
for Britain, helped build its industries and infrastructure, 
added colour, sounds and wonderful flavours to the rich 
tapestry of its culture and as a young and growing commu-
nity, “British Muslims are once again providing the work-
force, entrepreneurs, and international networks to, if i 
may repurpose a phrase for good.” – Agencies
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gCC, ASEAn leaders call for 
permanent ceasefire in gaza

News Desk

RiYADH: gulf and ASEAn leaders have issued a statement 
calling all parties involved in the gaza conflict to imple-
ment a permanent ceasefire, and condemned the attacks 
on civilians in the Palestinian enclave. Summit leaders also 
called for much-needed delivery of humanitarian aid, relief 
supplies and other essential necessities and services to 
gaza. in their statement, the leaders urged parties to the 
conflict to protect civilians, to refrain from targeting them 
and to adhere to international humanitarian law, especially 
the principles and provisions of the geneva Convention re-
garding the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.
The statement all called for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of hostages and civilian detainees, especially 
women, children, the sick and the elderly, and urged all 
parties to work towards reaching a peaceful solution to 

the conflict. The leaders of the two regional blocs also 
expressed their support to revive the Middle East peace 
process, and to resolve the conflict between israel and its 
neighbors in accordance with international law.
The regional leaders also agreed on the Framework of 
Cooperation 2024-2028, aiming to further strengthen part-
nership and cooperation to realize the potential for grow-
ing cooperation between both sides. Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman earlier reiterated the Kingdom’s 
support for efforts to reach a just solution to the Palestini-
an cause in his opening speech at the summit.
The crown prince also said that he was ‘saddened’ by the 
escalating violence in gaza, for which innocent people 
were paying the price, and firmly rejected the targeting 
of civilians. indonesian President joko Widodo, who led 
the 10-nation ASEAn this year, in his opening statement 
also called for an end in the violence in gaza in accord-
ance with international laws.

Abbas to attend 
Cairo peace summit

CAiRO: Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas will be among 
international leaders to participate in the Cairo summit for 
peace on Saturday. Bahrain’s King Hamad bin isa Al Khalifa 
and Kuwait’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-jaber 
Al-Sabah also confirmed their presence in Cairo. French For-
eign Minister Catherine Colonna, European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel and EU’s top diplomat josepBorrell have 
confirmed their presence in the meeting, which will discuss 
the Palestinian-israeli issue, according to reports. Colonna 
had already travelled to Cairo, Beirut and israel last week as 
Paris looks to reduce the risk of an escalation across the re-
gion. greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis and italian 
Prime Minister giorgiaMeloni will also participate in the 
peace summit, government sources told Reuters.
South African President Cyril Ramaphosa confirmed his at-
tendance to discuss the conflict in israel and the gaza Strip, 
his office said. “President Ramaphosa has been deeply con-
cerned by attacks on civilians, the resulting enormous loss 
of life, displacement of people and the humanitarian crisis 
that has engulfed the gaza Strip,” South Africa’s presidency 
said in a statement on Friday. “South Africa stands ready to 
join the global effort that will bring about lasting peace to the 
Middle East.” The other attendees expected so far are Span-
ish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, Cypriot President nikos 
Christodoulides, Canadian Prime Minister justin Trudeau, 
german Foreign Minister AnnalenaBaerbock, japanese For-
eign Minister Yoko Kamikawa and British foreign minister 
james Cleverly. The summit, which was called by Egypt’s 
President Abdelfattah El-Sisi, aims to de-escalate the vio-
lence in gaza, help reach a ceasefire and arrive at a just solu-
tion for the Palestinian issue. israel has intensified its bom-
bardment on gaza over the two weeks, killing at least 3,800 
people and wounding more than 13,000. Calls for peace have 
intensified as gaza prepares to receive long-awaited aid after 
an agreement to open Rafah border crossing. – Agencies


