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Rania calls out world’s
‘double standard’ in

Israeli war on Gaza
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Cup century
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Pakistan tells UNSC
Stop war, open

urgent aid corridor

Any attempt to create a false equivalence between Israel,
the occupying power, and the Palestinians, the victims of
this occupation, is untenable - legally, morally and politically

DNA

NEW YORK: Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Munir Akram demanded the immediate
opening of the Aid Corridor to Gaza. Addressing the Secu-
rity Council meeting, he said that Pakistan demanded an

. ‘ThisisaNazi
Zionist aggression

immediate and unconditional ceasefire. He warned that Is-

raeli aggression could lead to a wider and more dangerous
conflict. Muneer Akram lamented that the ceasefire reso-
lution could not be passed, placing heavy responsibility on
those responsible for escalating the conflict. “Continuation
of the Israeli campaign in the Gaza will lead to further mas-
sive civilian casualties and could trigger a wider and more
dangerous conflict,” the Pakistani envoy told the meeting
addressed by a total of 86 speakers from countries and re-
gional groups - including more than 20 ministers - that
pushed the conflict to the centre of world geopolitics.

In his speech to the Security Council, Ambassador Akram
conveyed Pakistan’s full support and solidarity with Pales-
tinian brothers and sisters in these tragic and challenging
times. Israel’s relentless and indiscriminate bombardment
of Gaza over the last 17 days has killed more than 5,000

people and injured another

said, “strongly and unequivocally” condemning Israel’s air-
strikes and military actions in Gaza, particularly attacks
on schools, residential buildings and hospitals. “These
Israeli attacks on civilians, civilian objects and infrastruc-
ture, blockade of water, food and fuel as well as the forced
transfer of people from the occupied territory, are flagrant

15,000, the Pakistani envoy

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD:Chairman Pa-
™ kistan Peo-
'ples  Party
‘and former
Foreign Min-
ister of Paki-
stan, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari called on the
Palestinian diplomat Ahmad
Jawad Rabei at the Palestini-
an Embassy in Islamabad on
Wednesday and expressed
concern and sorrow over the
situation in Gaza. Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari ex-
pressed solidarity with the
Palestinian brethren. Chair-
man PPP said that Pakistan
stands with the people of
Palestine in this trying and
difficult time. He said that
the leadership of PPP to-
gether with the Palestinian
leadership fought the cause
of Palestine in the world.

Zulfi to be
brought back
through
Interpol

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a significant
development,
the Ministry
of Interior
has approved
the issuance
of a red war-
rant for prominent PTI lead-
er and former federal minis-
ter for overseas Pakistanis,
Zulfi Bukhari. The decision,
reported by Express News,
signifies a new chapter in the
ongoing legal proceedings
against the PTI leader who
has been residing abroad. On
Wednesday, the Ministry of
Interior directed FIA to for
ward a formal request to In-
terpol Secretariat in France,
seeking the issuance of a red
warrant for Zulfi Bukhari.
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DOHA: Member of Hamas’s political bureau Ezzat
al-Resheq has called on the Arab and Muslim na-
tion along with all free people in the world to mo-
bilize and take part in the massive events taking
place in support of the Palestinian people and in
condemnation of the Israeli brutal aggression on
the civilians in the besieged Gaza Strip. In press
remarks on Wednesday, Resheq said that the Is-
raeli aggression has been ongoing for 19 days,
charging Israel with deliberately killing children,
women and old people in their houses which are
being bombed while inhibited with dozens of fam-
ilies gathered inside. The Hamas official point-
ed out that the Israeli aggression has led to the
martyrdom of around 6,100 Palestinians and the
injury of more than 17,000 others including crit-
ical cases. Entire families have been completely
removed from civil registry, he added. Referring to
the Israeli destruction of infrastructure, hospitals,
schools, mosques, and churches amid total cut of
water and electricity services, Resheq affirmed that

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari visits Palestinian
embassy and expresses condolences on the loss of innocent lives. — DNA

DNA

KARACHI: In a statement, APNS has ex-
pressed great shock at a statement made
by the Prime Minister, Anwar-ul-Haq
Kakar against the print media wherein he
has stated that the business model of print
media is flawed and it should not depend
on government for financial support. The
All Pakistan Newspapers Society in its
statement expressed great disappointment
at these remarks of the caretaker Prime
Minister against print media while speak-
\ing to the media at Islamabad. The Prime

‘APNS, CPNE shocked’
over PM remarks

about print media

If the PM thinks this business model is flawed,
then the print media is prepared to correct the
flawed model by withdrawing these subsidized

Minister while answering a question on the
pending summary of the Ministry of Infor-
mation for an increase in the government
advertisement rates, stated that the print
media should change its flawed business
model and instead of depending on gov-
ernment funding should generate revenue
through its own resources. It appears that
the Prime Minister is ill-informed about the
summary as the print media is not seeking
any grant or subsidy from the government
but on the contrary, newspapers pub-
lish government ads at subsidized rates.

Continued on Page 06
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IMF team
10 Visit
Pakistan
on Nov 2

The finance ministry,
too, has started
preparing for the
upcoming talks

ANsAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: An Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) delegation is sched-
uled to visit Pakistan for
talks regarding the initial
assessment of the country’s
$3 billion standby arrange-
ment (SBA) on November
2. The finance ministry,
too, has started prepar-
ing for the upcoming talks
with the global lending
institution. The develop-
ment was confirmed by the
IMF’s resident represent-
ative, Esther Perez Ruiz,
as the cash-strapped na-
tion, currently functioning

Continued on Page 06

Pak seeks $1b
oil facility
from KSA

The existing facility
will expire in
December of this year

ABID Raza

ISLAMABAD: With Paki-
stan set to begin review
talks with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), the
government has request-
ed Saudi Arabia to provide
a $1 billion oil facility on
deferred payment for the
calendar year 2024. “Pa-
kistan has made a formal
request for $1 billion Saudi
Oil Facility (SOF) on de-
ferred payment with effect
from January 2024. The
KSA has not yet given its

Continued on Page 06

The Election Commission has announced General Election
is tentatively scheduled in the last week of January 2024

MEenTAB PirRzADA

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Wednesday gave another indication that it would be holding elec-
tions in January as it extended an invite to international observ-
ers and media to monitor poll process to ensure transparency
and impartiality. In a two-page invite, sent under Section 238

of the Elections Act, 2017, the ECP explained the process for
international observers and media to avail accreditation cards

and visas to enter the country for the nationwide polls. “The
Election Commission has announced General Election is tenta-
tively scheduled in the last week of January 2024. The Election
Commission of Pakistan, has an Open Door Policy for accredi-
tation of any national and international Observer subject to the
fulfillment of codal formalities (Section 238 of the Elections
Act 2017),” said the ECP. The law makes it clear that observers
will not be allowed to monitor polls till they have an accredita-
tion which will be issued after the relevant documents and se-
curity clearance have been granted. For the visa process, the
ECP has explained that it may be obtained via the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs’ “Pakistan Online Portal”. Along with the visa

Continued on Page 06

was back home after

cians who were said

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former senator and senior lawyer
Aitzaz Ahsan on Wednesday filed a constitution-
al petition in the Supreme Court to “challenge
the illegal and unlawful practice of enforced
disappearances”. The move comes amid the
PTI’s complaints as it faces a months-long crack-
down following the May 9 riots that occurred
due to party chairman Imran Khan’s arrest.
Last month, anchorperson Imran Riaz Khan

remaining missing for four

months. This month, four PTI-affiliated politi-

to have been “missing” —

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of China to Pakistan, Jiang Zaidong calls
on the Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar. — DNA

Recent accords with

China to add new
chapter to CPEC

Friendship between China and Pakistan
was “higher than the towering mountains
and deeper than the deep seas

Kuavam Aspasi /| DNA

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar on Wednesday said
Pakistan was committed to the implemen-
tation of projects recently concluded with
China in diverse sectors. He said the re-
cent agreements between the two coun-
tries would add a new chapter to the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
In a meeting with Chinese Ambassador
Jiang Zaidong, he said China’s Belt and
Road Initiative was the guarantor of the
development and prosperity of the entire
region. The prime minister expressed
gratitude to Chinese President Xi Jinping
and the Chinese leadership for the warm
welcome and arrangements during his
recent visit to China. “Pakistan will take
strong steps to implement the Memoranda
of Understanding and agreements signed
during my recent visit to China,” he said.

Continued on Page 06

PIA unable to
fly as 49 flights

cancelled

Nazir SiyAL

KARACHI: More flights on domestic and
international routes were cancelled on
Wednesday as the cash-strapped PIA is
unable to fix its finances and ensure
fuel to sustain flight operations, forc-
ing the passengers to look for other op-
tions. Wednesday saw cancellation of as
many as 49 flights, meaning that those
living in the smaller towns and cities
in the far-flung regions of Pakistan are
also facing great hardships as people of
places like Gwadar, Turbat, Skardu and
Gilgit prefer air travel to save time and

Continued on Page 06
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ATG sends
former KP
deputy
speaker
on two-day
remand

PESHAWAR: An Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC) ap-
proved the police request
on Wednesday for being
granted physical remand
of former deputy speaker
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and PTI leader Mehmood
Jan, handing him over to
police for two days. The
former deputy speaker KP
was accused of killing a
person and injuring anoth-
er person over a property
dispute in the Reggi area
here. According to the in-
vestigating officer, a case of
murder and attempted mur-
der was registered against
the accused in Reggi police
station. He said that the
accused needed to be inves-
tigated, so physical remand
should be granted.—APP

MU
announces

new date
for MDCAT

retest

PESHAWAR: The Khyber
Medical University (KMU)
had announced that the
re-conducting MDCAT test
would be held on Novem-
ber 26. It has been decid-
ed in a meeting of higher
authorities of KMU, said
the spokesman of the uni-
versity adding that the
test would be organized by
KMU. He said that in order
to ensure transparent con-
duct of the test, help would
be sought from the police,
FIA, Intelligence Bureau
and other security and in-
telligence agencies of the
province. He said that more
than 46,658 candidates have
registered to appear in the re-
test for admission in the med-
ical and dental colleges. The
registration of 219 candidates
who were having charges of
cheating and unfair means
during the past test had been
cancelled.—APP

Body formed
to grill DG
health, DHO

PESHAWAR: The Health
Department of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa has constituted
a three-member committee
to probe corruption charg-
es against Director Gener-
al Health Service (DGHS)
Dr Shaukat Ali and District
Health Officer (DHO) Dr Ir-
shad Ali. A notification from
the health department said
that a threemember com-
mittee led by Chief Planning
Officer Health Department
Qaisar Alam and two mem-
bers including Dr Ikram Ullah,
Project Director HCIP and Dr
Sadiq Shah, District Health
Officer Malakand would probe
the two officers. It said that the
committee has been formed
on the complaint of the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa which
said that the two officers
were allegedly involved in
corrupt practices, illegal ap-
pointments and purchase of
land during the posting of
present DGHS Dr Irshad Ali
as the then DHO Dir Lower.

Customs
removes all
procedural
irritants in

exports

LAHORE: Collector Cus-
toms Lahore, Ms. Azmat Ta-
hira, said on Wednesday that
all procedural irritants
in smooth flow of export con-
signments have successfully
been removed by Pakistan
Customs. She disclosed this
to Pakistan Textile Mills
Association (APTMA) of-
fice-bearers and member
during her visit to APTMA
House here. She was accom-
panied by Ms. Farah Farooq,
Additional ~ Collector Cus-
toms Lahore and Syed Ka-
reem Adil, Deputy Director,
I0CO. APTMA Senior Vice
Chairman Asad Shafi and
others were also present.
The Collector Customs
Lahore highly appreciated
the contribution of APTMA
members towards enhanc-
ing textile exports, saying
that Customs department
would leave no stone un-
turned to facilitate exports
of textile sector. She added
that most ardent demand
for expeditious issuance of
Analysis Certificate has been
amicable resolved. She an-
nounced that Input Output Co-
efficient Organisation (IOCO)
of FBR and Customs Collec-
torate would now onwards is-
sue Input Output ratios.

Patriotic War: Azerbaijan envoy
all praise for heroics of soldiers

DNA

LAHORE: Ambassador of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan Khazar Far-
hadov showed great respect for
soldiers and officers and all the
martyrs who fought heroically in
the patriotic war and waved the
Azerbaijan flag in the liberated
lands from Armenia. The envoy
highly appreciated the visionary
leadership of the President Ilham
Aliyev enabling the liberation of
illegally occupied territories of
Azerbaijan during the famous 44
days Patriotic War. Addressing
an international webinar titled,
“Liberation of Karabakh Region
of Azerbaijan from Armenia Occu-
pation: Implementation of the UN
Security Council’s Resolutions”.
The webinar was jointly hosted
by the Center of South Asia &
International Studies (CSAIS)
Islamabad and the Institute of Le-
gal Studies Lahore. It was jointly
arranged to celebrate the United
Nation Day October 24. It was
attended by a large number of ex-
perts, researchers, students and
media persons. Special participa-
tion of Xu Vivien the editor of Chi-
na Daily graced the event. Am-
bassador Khazar Farhadov called
for global harmony and peaceful
coexistence with neighbours. The
envoy termed the 44-day of Patri-
otic as one of the most glorious
pages in the history of Azerbaijan
which ended with the liberation of
its occupied lands and the histori-
cal triumph of Azerbaijan. The en-
voy shared that as a result of the
Patriotic War in 2020, Azerbaija-
ni Army liberated its territories
from Armenian occupation within
44 days. Right after the libera-
tion, the Government of Azerbai-
jan started large-scale restoration

and reconstruction works there
and the Great Return of former
Azerbaijani IDPs and refugees to
their land has begun. The envoy
shed light on the constructive role
of the international organizations
and platforms like UN Security
Council which endorsed principal
stance of Azerbaijan about Kara-
bakh and supported peaceful ne-
gotiations for conflict resolution
with Armenia. While responding
a question the envoy replied that
the government desires to have
peaceful diplomatic ties with all
the regional countries having
spirits of mutual respect, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.
He upheld that trilateral military
cooperation among Azerbaijan,
Pakistan and Tiirkiye is getting
momentum useful for regional
peace and stability. The envoy
Khazar maintained that military
preparedness, tactical readiness,
professional skills of armed forces

of Azerbaijan, economic stability,
prosperity and last but not least
visionary leadership of Ilham Al-
iyev jointly played an important
role in the liberation of occu-
pied regions from Armenia. Dr.
Fariz Ismailzade, Vice Rector of
ADA University while highlight-
ing the strategic importance of
the UN Day appreciated Azer-
baijan’s strong commitment to
extend international cooperation
for conflict resolution in South
Caucasus. Vice Rector Ismailza-
de shared salient features of
successful foreign policy of Azer-
baijan to liberate Karabakh and
other regions from Armenia. Dr
Ismailzade showcased positive,
productive and participatory role
of Azerbaijan in securing peace
and stability in South Caucasus
and Caspian Sea regions through
immense socio-economic integra-
tion, trans-regional connectivity,
free trade and food & energy co-

operation. He was of the opinion
that constant vigilance and mili-
tary preparedness paved the way
of splendid victory in the Patriotic
War against Armenia.

Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan
in his detailed and articulated
speech termed conflicting so-
cio-economic, geopolitical and
geostrategic realities in the South
Caucasus, Black Sea, Middle
East, greater Eurasian region
and beyond geared the greater
socio-economic, diplomatic and
military ties among Azerbaijan,
Pakistan and Tiirkiye covering all
aspects of security, development
and regional connectivity.

While emphasizing that “Kara
akh is Azerbaijan” Dr Khan en-
dorsed Azerbaijan national narra-
tive, narrating that even before its
liberalization the right of Azerbai-
jan on Karabakh territories had
has been recognized by the United
Nations Security Council which

adopted four resolutions 822, 853,
874 and 884 condemning the use
of force against Azerbaijan and
the occupation of its territories in
1993. It reaffirmed respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity
of Azerbaijan, reconfirmed that the
Karabakh region is an integral part
of Azerbaijan and demanded the
immediate, full and unconditional
withdrawal of the occupying forces
from all the occupied territories.
DR Khan concluded that Azerbai-
jan’s better military preparedness,
tactical and professional superiori-
ty, use of innovative and advanced
technologies of warfare, effective
and ideal combination of human as
well as artificial intelligence mecha-
nism and last but not least, “vision-
ary leadership” of Ilham Aliyev
ultimately achieved a “miracle”
in the second war for the liber-
ation of illegally occupied areas
of Karabakh from fascist Arme-
nia.

CM Punjah
conducts
Surprise

Visit to DHO
Hospital

Jhang

DNA

JHANG: Care taker Chief
Minister Mohsin Naqvi
on Wednesday conducts
surprise visit to District
Headquarters (DHQ) hos-
pital.

According to CM office,
Mohsin Naqvi arrived at
DHQ Jhang after visit-
ing DHQ hospital Toba
Tek Singh last midnight,
accompanied by Chief
Secretary Zahid Akhtar
Zaman and Inspector Gen-
eral Police Dr Usman An-
wer. Chief Minister took
round of almost all wards
as well as the under con-
struction new blocks of
the hospital and met with
the patients and asked
about the treatment facil-
ities including free medi-
cines and free Lab tests.
He inspected under con-
struction Emergency
Block and Mother and
Child Block of 70 beds
and directed to speed up
the construction work.
In charge DHQ told that
hospital presently had
310 beds facilities in all
wards and after comple-
tion of new blocks the
number of beds would in-
crease to 530.

CM directed Chief Sec-
retary Punjab to solve
issue of funds for the
hospital and more funds
would be provided to the
hospital for medicines so
that patients might get
free medicines from the
hospital.

Awareness best key to deal
with ‘breast cancer’ 1n country

She suggested that there is a critical need for community-based
breast health education initiatives that take into account Pakistani
women’s distinctive cultural and societal attitudes and work to

DNA

for many. The senior of-
ficer also issued orders

dispel common misconceptions about the condition

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Expert on
Wednesday stressed self-ex-
amination for a lump or
abnormality in the breast
which can play an impor-
tant role in the early de-
tection of Breast Cancer
disease where thousands of
women die each year due to
lack of awareness and bust
of myths. Most women are
hesitant and shy to have any
type of breast examination
due to cultural norms so
embrace breast awareness
which is a vital component
to fight against breast-relat-

ed health concerns, talking
to a private news channel
Oncologist Prof Dr Saira
Afzal highlighted. October
is an important to bust
myths that make people
paranoid or keep them
from getting frequent
screenings done, she said,
adding, that women in Pa-
kistan are still reluctant
to get screened early for
breast cancer because of
social taboos about female
bodies and by the time
cancers are diagnosed, it
is often too late. Cancer
experts emphasize that
early screening is critical
to preventing serious cas-

es of breast cancer. She
explained that ‘Breast
cancer’ is one of the most
prevalent types of cancer
in the female population,
adding, that cultural di-
versity, religious beliefs,
myths, and misinforma-
tion regarding the disease
contribute to diagnostic de-
lays and enhanced burden
on the healthcare system.
She suggested that there
is a critical need for com-
munity-based breast health
education initiatives that
take into account Pakistani
women’s distinctive cultur-
al and societal attitudes and
work to dispel common mis-

conceptions about the con-
dition. She said myths and
misconceptions contribute
to the increased breast
cancer burden in Pakistan,
adding, that the misinfor-
mation regarding the clini-
cal presentation, diagnosis,
and management of breast
cancer hinders early diag-
nosis, creates a negative doc-
tor-patient relationship, and
hinders the approach toward
management.  Healthcare
providers should be aware
of the myths and misconcep-
tions commonly prevalent in
our society, she said, adding,
the people of Pakistan are in-
fluenced by religious.

1

ISLAMABAD: The High Commissioner of Austral

_

ia HE

. Mr. Neil Hawkins called on Federal Minister
for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad.—DNA

Kashmir and Palestine are the oldest unresolved
issues on the UN agenda risking world peace if the
people of the two regions are not granted the right

to self -self-determination, she mentioned

DNA
ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker
Human Rights Minister

Mushaal Malik Wednes-
day expressed its concern
over the plight of illegally
detained Hurriyat leaders
and activists and appealed
to the United Nations to
put pressure on India to
release the detainees and
resolve the Kashmir dis-
pute as per Security Coun-
cil resolutions. “Kashmiri
people must be granted an
opportunity to decide their
future by themselves”, she

said while talking to a Pri-
vate news channel. The
Modi’s government is using
illegal and crude tactics to
prevent Kashmiri Hurriyat
leaders from the freedom
movement, she added.
She urged the interna-
tional community and
world human rights or-
ganizations to force India
to stop its state terrorism
in IIOJK and to give the
Kashmiris their right to
self-determination.
Minister said that the jail
authorities were not only
treating these detainees
inhumanely but also inten-

tionally prolonging their
illegal detention by not
presenting them in courts
on the days of hearing of
the false cases registered
against them. Kashmiris
will not accept anything
less than freedom from In-
dia, because they have ren-
dered unprecedented sac-
rifices and are determined
to continue their struggle
till complete success, she
added.  The United Na-
tions and the world’s major
powers she asked to show
seriousness about settling
the lingering Kashmir dis-
pute, which has claimed

thousands of innocent
lives, so far. Replying
to a question, she said
that the Modi government
is using terrorism as a
state policy to intimidate
Kashmiris, adding, Kash-
miris were making a lot
of sacrifices for freedom
from India which would
not go to waste. Kash-
mir and Palestine are the
oldest unresolved issues
on the UN agenda risking
world peace if the people
of the two regions are not
granted the right to self
-self-determination, she
mentioned.

MULTAN: In a remarkable
display of public service,
Federal Ombudsman
Multan Region’s Senior
Investigation Officer, Dr.
Zahid Malik has heard
public complaints and
instructed different in-
stitutions to return over
Rs 1.8 million to the ag-
grieved persons. During
his visit to Shujaabad to
address grievances and
complaints against the
mismanagement of fed-
eral institutions, he set
up court at office of the
Town Municipal Corpo-
ration.

During this open court
session, Dr. Zahid Malik
personally handled more
than 20 cases, delivering
on-the-spot resolutions

for the return of more
than 18 lakhs to the
public, covering various
utility bills. The benefi-
ciaries included individ-
uals dealing with feder-
al institutions such as
Mepco, Sui Gas, Postal
Life Insurance, NADRA,
Pakistan Railways, Ag-
ricultural Development
Bank, and Pakistan Bai-
tul Mal. Dr. Malik un-
derlined the importance
of promptly addressing
public complaints, urg-
ing these federal insti-
tutions to expedite the
resolution process. He
expressed resolve of
Federal Ombudsman’s
office to ensuring the
swift implementation
of all decisions without
any tolerance for delays.

Ombudsman Office
instructs depts to return Rs
1.8 m to aggrieved persons

Dr. Malik extended an
invitation to the public,
encouraging them to
submit their complaints
on plain paper directly
during these open court
sessions. He reiterated
that the Ombudsman’s
responsibility was to
resolve public issues in
accordance with estab-
lished rules and regula-
tions without any delay.
The visit of Dr. Zahid
Malik to Shujaabad not
only provided relief to
numerous individuals
but also reinforced the
institution’s dedication
to serving the people
and ensuring their con-
cerns erre addressed
effectively, said an ag-
grieved person. Ombuds-
man Office instructs
depts to return Rs 1.8 m
to aggrieved persons
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National
Days and
Armed

Forces Days

OCTOBER

Oct 01/China
National Day

Oct 01/Cyprus
National Day

Oct 01/Republic of
Korea
Armed Forces Day

Oct 01/Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Oct 02/Guinea
National Day

Oct 03/Germany
Unification Day

Oct 03/Republic of
Korea
National Foundation
Day

Oct 05/Indonesia
Armed Forces Day

Oct 06/Egypt
Armed Forces Day

Oct 09/Uganda
Independence Day

Oct 12/Spain
National Day

Oct 23/Hungary
National Day

October 24/United
Nations
United Nations Day

Oct/25/Romania
Armed Forces Day
Oct 26/Austria
National Day

Oct 27/Turkmenistan
Independence Day

Oct 28/Czech Republic
National Day
Oct 29/Turkey
Republic Day
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Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
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person should get
now-how of first aid

He lauded the vision of the girl guides for positively contributing

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi on Wednesday said every
person needs to get basic knowl-
edge about first aid and CPR
(cardiopulmonary resuscitation)
to cope with situations in med-
ical emergencies, thus saving
lives. Addressing the 12th All
Pakistan Camp of Pakistan Girl
Guides Association (PGGA)
here at its National Headquar-
ters, he said emergency aid on
disaster management, first aid,
and CPR could increase the sur-
vival rate of a person.

The president stressed that
the message of the emergency
response plan, which was an in-
tegral part of girl guiding, need-
ed to be spread at the levels of
schools and colleges.

President Alvi said by being
able to provide basic aid, one
could stabilize a patient or in-
jured person in case of acci-
dents, earthquakes, or other
medical emergencies such as
cardiac arrest, until the medi-
cal services arrive. He lauded
the vision of the girl guides for
positively contributing to socie-
ty by being ready to offer help
to others. He advised them to
also play their role in creating

to society by being read

awareness among communities
on breast cancer, mainstream-
ing persons with disabilities,
environmental protection, and
physical and mental well-be-
ing. He expressed satisfaction
that the Pakistan Girl Guides
Association was focusing on
the character-building of girls
to become useful members of
society. However, he pointed
out that the number of 140,000
girl guides across the coun-
try needed to be increased
to expand its scope. Terming
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women as a strong anchor in a
family stressed that educated
and healthy women not only
raised good generations but
also played a vital role in the
progress of the country. He
called upon the girl guides to
also attain financial empow-
erment and mentioned that
information technology had
opened doors of opportunities
to earn money through online
businesses. He mentioned that
the Chief Guide of PGGA, Be-
gum Samina Alvi who remained
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active in championing women'’s
empowerment could not attend
the event due to her twice
knee-replacement surgery. Na-
tional Commissioner Pakistan
Girl Guides Association Maria
Maud Sabri said the Girl Guide
programme laid stress on com-
munity development projects
by giving girls the opportunity
to learn about health, nutri-
tion, environment, and eco-
nomic empowerment through
different practical activities.
The volunteer movement, she
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said, was started in 1947 on
the desire of the country’s
founder Quaid-e-Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah with his sister
Fatima Jinnah as its patron. She
mentioned that seven branch-
es of PGGA in four provinces
besides others in AJK, GB, and
ICT were functioning actively.
Around 265 girl guides from the
four provinces of the country, Is-
lamabad, Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Gilgit-Baltistan along
with senior guides attended the
event.

PR all set to upgrade
Rawalpindi Railway Station

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Railways is all set to up-
grade and commercialize
the Victoria-era Rawalpindi
Railway Station aimed at
facilitating the passengers
and making it the busi-
ness hub, considering its
location in the centre of
business activities. “The
Railway Station is built a
century ago in a British
style, the value addition to
station and its surroundings
would make it commercially
viable and would generate
significant revenues for all
the stakeholders involved”,
an official in the Ministry
told APP. He said the upgra-
dation was already decided
in a meeting that reviewed
the upgradation as well as
commercialization plan of
Rawalpindi Railway Station,
and observed that the rail-
way stations will remain im-
portant commercial hub in
the future, earning substan-
tial revenue and generating
economic opportunities at
a large scale.

The official said that be-
sides improving passenger

facilitation, the redevelop-
ing of Rawalpindi Railway
Station can become a busi-
ness hub. As per the plan,
he said around 100-kanal
space available adjacent to
Jinnah Road (City Saddar
Road) would be commer-
cialized, besides uplifting
the railway station. Howev-
er, the Victorian-era build-
ing depicting ‘Indo-Sara-
cenic’ architecture will
remain intact. He said
the main purpose of the
plan is to redevelop the
Rawalpindi Railway Sta-
tion as a business hub
and multi-model network;
expanding platforms and
creating separate car-
go platforms; bringing
inside the retail space;
service apartments and
motels; connecting it to
all transport services;
ensuring energy as well as
water efficiency and com-
mercially and financially
viable interventions on the
adjacent land. The official
said the main building of
Rawalpindi Railway Station
consisted of three sections

included the freight sec-
tion, the passenger section
and the main offices. The
Railway Club building and
Police Station are adjacent
to the main building which
has three separate entranc-
es for regular passengers
and baggage passengers.

To a question, he said that
Pakistan Railways had al-
ready started to upgrade
the five major railway sta-
tions across the country on
modern lines to facilitate
the passengers and help
the department to gener-
ate more revenue. “The
purpose of upgrading the
railway stations is to make
them commercial hubs for
business activities and fa-
cilitate the passengers,”
he added. He said the sta-
tions included Karachi,
Lahore, Faisalabad, Pesha-
war and Quetta, while the
department was taking
other steps to improve the
performance of Pakistan
Railways and would provide
maximum facilities to the
masses. The government
had allocated Rs 50 mil-

lion in the Public Sector
Development Programme
(PSDP), in the last three
years for the up-gradation
and renovation of railway
stations across the coun-
try, he added. The official
said the renovation of the
railway stations had been
approved by the Central
Development Working Par-
ty (CDWP) and the depart-
ment had already upgraded
six railway stations in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
The names of the upgraded
railway stations were Baha-
walpur, Raiwind, Narowal,
Okara, Sahiwal and Gujran-
wala.

The basic aim of the upgra-
dation was to facilitate the
passengers and improve
the outlook and modernize
the railway stations. Paki-
stan Railways had upgrad-
ed the passenger waiting
halls, prayer area, opera-
tion offices, water filtration
plant, toilets, passenger
shelter, platforms, ticket
counters, parking area
and external development
work.—APP

Islamabad police ensuring
enhanced security measures

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Capital Police have taken
robust measures to bol-
ster security arrange-
ments in the high-se-
curity zone and ensure
effective measures
around important build-
ings. The diligent efforts
of the Islamabad Capi-

tal Police teams in the
high-security zone have
been instrumental in en-
suring the safety and se-
curity of crucial hearings
in the superior courts.

Under the guidance of
senior police officers, po-
lice spokesman said that
all personnel on duty
have been instructed to
prioritize the security of
vital government offices,

superior courts, and em-
bassies situated within
the high-security zone.

Furthermore, strict ad-
herence to duty proto-
cols has been empha-
sized, with all officers
and personnel urged to
display unwavering com-
mitment in maintaining
peace and security. Any
form of negligence or
complacency during duty

hours is strictly prohibit-
ed. Islamabad Capital Po-
lice is resolutely imple-
menting all necessary
measures to safeguard
the lives and property
of the citizens. Any dis-
ruptions to public peace
will be dealt with firmly
and swiftly. WCitizens
are earnestly requested
to collaborate with the
police by promptly re-
porting any suspicious
activities or items to
their respective police
station or by contacting
the emergency helpline
“Pucar-15.”

GCF approves $120 min
for Partnership Program

ISLAMABAD: The Green Climate Fund (GCF) has approved $120 million in climate adap-
tation financing to support the Asian Development Bank’s (ADB) Community Resilience
Partnership Program (CRPP), which aims to strengthen climate resilience in poor and
vulnerable communities by scaling up climate adaptation investments at the local level.
According to ADB press statement received here, the GCF approved the funding at its 37th
board meeting. Based in Songdo, Republic of Korea, GCF is a global fund created to help devel-
oping countries address the challenge of climate change. ADB has supported developing mem-
ber countries to access $1 billion since becoming an accredited GCF entity in 2015. Launched
in 2021, the CRPP is a regional program that will mobilize large-scale public investments that
support community-level adaptation of poor and vulnerable people, develop national and local
policies and initiatives that promote financing for community-led adaptation, and increase the
meaningful participation of poor people, especially women, in resilience-related decision-mak-
ing. This ensures that those most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change can engage in

a fair process and receive a fair share of the benefits of adaptation efforts.

“Scaling up local

climate adaptation investments is essential to protecting vulnerable communities and promot-
ing inclusive and sustainable development amid growing climate risk in Asia and the Pacific,”
said ADB Vice-President for Sectors and Themes Fatima Yasmin. “The CRPP is our long-term,
programmatic response that pinpoints adaptation measures that address climate, poverty, and
gender challenges. The CRPP is designed for implementation over a 10-year period from 2021
to 2031 and we thank the GCF for supporting the program,” Yasmin added. The CRPP is
operationalized through the Community Resilience Financing Partnership Facility (CRFPF),
which includes the CRPP Trust Fund supported by the Nordic Development Fund, the French
Development Agency, the United Kingdom, and the CRPP Investment Fund financed by GCF
to support the implementation of local adaptation measures through downstream investments.
As Asia and the Pacific’s climate bank, ADB aims to deliver $100 billion in cumulative climate
finance from its own resources between 2019 and 2030. The CRPP will contribute to this target
by supporting climate adaptation solutions at the local level, especially in the context of invest-
ments in social protection, livelihoods, and decentralization.—DNA
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COMSTECH, Ethiopia
discuss institutional
collaboration

ISLAMABAD: Ethiopian Ambassador, Jemal Beker Abdula
met with COMSTECH’s Coordinator General Dr Igbal Choud-
hary on Wednesday and discussed potential areas of bilateral
cooperation in the field of science and technology.

Both sides discussed needful initiatives including institutional
collaboration for effective capacity building of Ethiopian hu-
man resource in healthcare, education, technology and innova-
tion sectors. The coordinator general expressed keenness to
support capacity-building initiatives of the Government of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia through knowledge
sharing which would help the country to develop indigenous
technologies in important socio-economic sectors. The am-
bassador expressed gratitude to Dr Igbal Choudhary for his
keen interest in sharing knowledge and expertise with the
government of Ethiopia and assured him of full cooperation
in this regard. The ambassador said the government of Ethio-
pia attached great importance to the technology sector which
was on priority in Home Grown Economic Reforms Agenda
launched by Dr. Abiy Ahmed, Prime Minister of Ethiopia.
He also proposed exchange of delegations from education,
healthcare and technology sectors for institutional develop-
ment in Ethiopia. The ambassador also highlighted the boost
witnessed by Ethiopia and Pakistan’s bilateral relationship in
the recent past including commencement of the Ethiopian
Airlines’ flight operations in Karachi playing critical role in
further strengthening people-to-people contacts between the
two countries. “Ethiopia is a gateway to Africa and by bring-
ing the Ethiopian Airlines in Pakistan, we have connected
Pakistan with the whole African continent,” the ambassador
remarked.—DNA

More than
1kg drugs
recovered
during raid

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The police
here on Wednesday arrest-
ed 7 drug dealers and recov-
ered more than 7 kg drugs
from their possession dur-
ing a crackdown.

The police spokesman said
Rata Amaral police held Zu-
bair and recovered 1.7 kg
drugs from his possession.
Similarly, Pirwadhi police
nabbed Shah Fahad and re-
covered 1.4 kg drugs from
his custody. While, Gujjar
Khan police arrested Ra-
heel and recovered 1.3 kg
drugs from his possession.
Following operation, Na-
seerabad police recovered
1.1 kg drugs from Abid. The
Civil Line Police arrested
Sher Ali and recovered
505 gram of charas from
his possession. Sadigabad
police recovered 500 gram
of charas from Nadeem.
Race Course police recov-
ered 500 grams of charas
from Hassan. The police
have registered separate
cases against the accused
and started further investi-
gations. City Police Officer
(CPO) Syed Khalid Me-
hmood Hamdani appreciat-
ed the performance of po-
lice teams and said that the
arrested outlaws would be
brought to justice with sol-
id evidence, and the crack-
down would be continued
against drugs dealers.

Ahibzada
for Tent
Pegging’s
inclusion in
Olympics

ISLAMABAD: Upon as-
suming the leadership of
the Tent Pegging Chair
at the Asian Equestrian
Federation, Sahibzada
Sultan Muhammad Ali has
embarked on a significant
mission to advocate for
the inclusion of Tent Peg-
ging in the Olympics.
During his recent tour to
Oman, he engaged in dis-
cussions with the Presi-
dent of the Asian Eques-
trian Federation, Hamad
bin Abdulrahman Al Atti-
yah, said a statement on
Wednesday. During the
meeting, a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
was officially executed
between the International
Tent Pegging Federation
and the Asian Equestrian
Federation in Oman.
Sahibzada said this ground-
breaking MoU would open
doors for Tent Pegging’s
potential inclusion in the
Asian Games.—APP

Solo art exhil

b1tion

at Tanzara today

ISLAMABAD: Tanzara Art Gallery is holding a solo art exhibition, presenting the master-
ful works of Farrukh Shahab titled “ Ethereal Bond” This exhibition is an artistic journey
that delves deep into the enchanting interplay between humanity and the natural world,
with a particular focus on our feathered co-inhabitants. It is a testament to the artist’s
masterful ability to capture the essence of this connection and present it in a way that
speaks directly to the soul. Shahab’s canvases are transformed into vibrant tapestries of
vivid and stylised figuration, where birds take centre stage as powerful symbols of our
intricate relationship with the avian realm. With every stroke of the brush, the artist

weaves threads that intricately bind us to the world of birds.

The palette of rich, dynamic

colours employed in these works vividly conveys the vitality and energy of this profound
connection. Drawing inspiration from the themes explored in the artist’s previous exhi-
bition, “Avian Humanoid,” “Ethereal Bond” presents a deepening and enriching of the
narrative. This exhibition extends a heartfelt invitation to its viewers, urging them to
embark on a reflective journey through the enigmatic and enduring ties that bind humanity
to our feathered companions. Through Shahab’s skilful use of the universal language of art,
this bond is eloquently conveyed. “Ethereal Bond” is not merely a collection of art but a cele-
bration of the exquisite relationship between humanity and the natural world —DNA
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD:  Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar on Wednesday
stressed the need for in-
creasing collaboration be-
tween the Center and Prov-
inces to exploit the massive
potential of tourism. The
prime minister expressed
these views in a meeting
with Special Assistant for
Tourism Wasi Shah here at
the PM House.

PM Kakar said owing to se-
rene natural beauty, huge
opportunities existed in
Pakistan in the tourism sec-
tor. Wasi Shah briefed the
prime minister about the
steps taken on tourism at
the federal level.—APP

PTA conducts
raid against
illegal
internet
service

provider

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA) Zonal Office Multan,
in close collaboration with
the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA), conducted a
successful raid against an
illegal internet service pro-
vider at Layyah. During the
raid, operational internet
setup and allied equipment
were confiscated, and two
people were apprehended
by FIA on the spot. The cul-
prits have been taken into
custody for investigation
and further inquiry, as per
law said a news release. The
successful efforts against
illegal internet service pro-
viders were made possible
because of continuous mon-
itoring, commitment, and
persistent efforts by the
PTA in curbing the menace
of illegal internet services,
thus curtailing the loss to
the national exchequer in
terms of tax evasion and
misreporting of revenues.
The public is cautioned to
avail telecom services from
only PTA-licensed opera-
tors to avoid sudden discon-
tinuation of service. A list of
licensed operators is availa-
ble at: https://pta.gov.pk/
en/industry-support/home/
list-of-operators—APP

Telenor Paki-
stan conducts

cleanup drive
ISLAMABAD,

(APP):Telenor
Pakistan employees on
Wednesday conducted a
clean-up drive in Margalla
Hills National Park with the
cooperation of the Islama-
bad Wildlife Management
Board (IWMP). The activ-
ity demonstrated Telenor
Pakistan’s commitment to
the environment and climate
action. The clean-up drive was
carried out in line with the
International Day of Climate
Action, said a news release
issued here. The world ex-
perienced extreme climatic
conditions like high temper-
atures, droughts, wildfires,
and floods this year, making
the need for collective action
against climate change more
pressing than ever.

IRSA releases
89,200

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD, Oct 25 (AP-
P):Indus River System Au-
thority (IRSA) on Wednes-
day released 89,200 cusecs
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of 64,700
cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA, wa-
ter level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1528.29
feet and was 130.29 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and out-
flow in the dam was recorded
as 32,000 cusecs and 40,000
cusecs respectively.  The
water level in River Jhelum
at Mangla Dam was 1207.55
feet, which was 157.55 feet
higher than its dead level of
1,050 feet. The inflow and
outflow of water was record-
ed 8,500 cusecs and 25,000
cusecs respectively. The re-
lease of water at Kalabagh, Ta-
unsa , Guddu and Sukkur was
recorded as 38,400, 45,000,
37,900 and 10,300 cusecs
respectively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of 11,300
cusecs of water released at
Nowshera and 4,900 cusecs
released from River Chenab
at Marala.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Laborers are busy in the carpeting of the road of parking area at sector 1-9 in Federal Capital. - ONLINE

Pakistan is the best option
for CARs for the sea trade

Dr Saud was of the view that the Central Asian Republics (CARs) could not use the

Iranian route for their trade through the warm waters of the Persian Gulf and the Arabian

FAIsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: “Pakistan pro-
vides the best possible route
for the Central Asian states to
reach the warm waters of the
Arabian Sea for their trade,”
said Dr Adam Saud, the Dean of
the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences at the Bahria
University. He was speaking at
a roundtable on developing rela-

Sea because of the Western sanctions against Iran

tions between Afghanistan and
Central Asia organized by the Insti-
tute of Regional Studies (IRS) here
on Wednesday.

Dr Saud was of the view that the
Central Asian Republics (CARs)
could not use the Iranian route for
their trade through the warm wa-
ters of the Persian Gulf and the Ara-
bian Sea because of the Western
sanctions against Iran. He added,
however, that Afghanistan will con-
tinue to remain a source of concern

ISLAMABAD: Caretake
Federal Minister for Health
Dr Nadeem Jan on Wednes-
day said that the ‘World
AIDS Day’ would be ob-
served on December 1 with
full zeal and zest.

He was chairing a prepara-
tory meeting in that regard,
which was attended by rep-
resentatives from Common
Management Unit, APL-
HIV, UNAIDS, UNICEF,
UNDP, UNFPA and WHO.
The minister said HIV out-
breaks typically occurred
due to factors like unsafe
injection practices, unpro-
tected sexual activity, or
the sharing of contaminat-
ed needles.“It is essential
to address these issues
through education, preven-
tion, and healthcare inter-
ventions,” he added.

Dr Nadeem said, “We do
not want to see another out-
break of HIV like Larkana,
Ratodero (Sindh) in 2019,”
adding the government was
committed towards con-
trolling AIDS. “Our work
will ensure that people of
all ages, genders, and pop-
ulation groups have equi-
table access to life-saving
HIV prevention and treat-
ment services based on the
most up-to-date science,”
the minister said. He said
that World AIDS Day was a
time to show support and
solidarity for individuals
living with HIV. “This can
include providing informa-
tion on available resourc-
es, support groups, and
advocating for the rights
and well-being of people
with HIV,” he added.—APP

Residents

in terms of trade connectivity for
CARs because of the likelihood of
terrorist violence in Afghanistan
and the country’s poor physical and
institutional infrastructure.

Dr Saud maintained that although
Afghanistan had witnessed a con-
siderable decrease in terrorist vio-
lence since the arrival of the Taliban
at the helm, concerns about Daesh
and internal divisions among the
Taliban remained a concern. Dr
Saud added that formation of an

inclusive government and safe-
guarding the human rights of
all Afghans as per international
standards, especially the rights
of women remained a challenge
for Afghanistan.

This, he argued, however, had
not deterred the CARs from
establishing trade and econom-
ic linkages with the country,
which were all involved in trade
relations with Afghanistan. Re-
sponding to a question about

Chinese investment in Afghan-
istan and the extension of the
BRI to the country, he stated
that it was too early to assume
the inclusion of Afghanistan in
the BRI. He added that Afghan-
istan was not that important for
China and that Chinese will be
cautious in expanding their eco-
nomic interests in the country
despite the fact that Beijing had
appointed an ambassador to Af-
ghanistan last month.

Pak handicraft enterprise aiming to

increase offline pres
P~ |
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ISLAMABAD: “We have
many partnerships, and
people enjoy using our
products. We foresee an in-
crease in the number of our
physical stores in China,”
said Yang Han, sales man-
ager of a China-based Pa-
kistani art enterprise, told
China Economic Net (CEN)
in an exclusive interview at
the 2023 Beijing Interna-

—

tional Cultural and Tourism
Consumption Expo.

The Pakistani brand, spe-
cializing in premium hand-
made scarves and carpets
from Pakistan, India and
Iran, boasts nine offline
stores in major Chinese cit-
ies including Beijing, Hang-
zhou, Shanghai, Xi’an, Nan-
jing, and Tianjin, the sales
manager told CEN.

With an effective distribu-
tion network based in Hang-
zhou, Asiya has become in-
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creasingly popular in China.
“Our products from Paki-
stan, India and Iran normally
arrive in Hangzhou first, and
then they are distributed to
offline shops in other cities,”
Yang informed CEN, adding
that the handicrafts have the
potential to penetrate smaller
markets as well.

To this end, the company has
formed a dedicated expo team
to promote its products at vari-
ous exhibitions in China. “This
year, we also participated in

ence in

‘China

the China International Fair
For Trade In Service (CIFT-
IS),” said Yang. “We plan to
distribute our products from
Hangzhou to various other cit-
ies, leveraging our established
relationships,” he concluded.
Held from October 20 to 22
in Beijing, the tourism expo
spanned 20,000 square me-
tres, featuring over 350 in-
stitutions and enterprises
from 18 countries world-
wide alongside 20 prov-
inces in China.

Thar Block Il
generates over 17,000
johs for locals

ISLAMABAD: The power plants at Engro Thar Block II,
developed within the framework of China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), serve as more than just coalfired
stations utilizing indigenous resources to generate power
for the country, Gwadar Pro reported on Wednesday. In
fact, the development of Thar Block II has resulted in the
creation of over 17,000 employment opportunities for
the local community. Khushhal Thar, an initiative by the
Sindh Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC), has played
a pivotal role in providing the local community access
to employment across various projects in Block II. The
Gwadar Pro quoting a statement issued by SEMSC, stat-
ed “To promote inclusivity, Khushhal Thar has facilitated
over 28,000 employment opportunities, accounting for a
significant 61% of the total employment in Thar Block IL.”
This indicates that 17,080 individuals, making up 61% of the
total workforce, have been engaged in various roles within
Thar Block II. The statement, released on Tuesday evening,
further emphasizes SECMC’s commitment to empowering
the local community. In order to prioritize locals for indus-
try-specific and laborintensive positions within Block II,
where the mine-mouth power plant is located, Khushhal
Thar was established. It operates as a local database using
a first-come, first-served approach to providing employment
opportunities. Khushhal Thar has proven to be effective
in enabling locals to secure jobs in various projects within
Thar. SECMS is a joint venture between the Government of
Sindh and Engro Powergen, formed to extract coal reserves
in Sindh. The 660MW Engro Thar Coal Power Project, de-
veloped under CPEC at Thar Block II and executed by En-
gro PowerGen Thar Ltd., China Machinery Engineering
Corporation (CMEC), was completed in 2019 and is cur-
rently operational. The 330MW HUBCO Thar Coal Power
Project (Thar Energy) is another coal-fired station at Thar
Block II executed and sponsored by HUBCO, FFC, and
CMEC. The project, completed on September 30, 2023,
is currently operational. The 330MW HUBCO ThalNova
Thar Coal Power Project is another initiative under CPEC
in Thar Block II, also financed and executed by HUBCO,
FFC, and CMEC. Completed on February 17, 2023, the
project is currently operational.—_DNA

welcome
CDA’s user-
friendly online
payment

service

ISLAMABAD:The resi-
dents of the federal capital
have welcomed the initia-
tive of the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA)
to introduce a userfriendly
online payment service for
utility bills as a part of the
digitalization process, en-
suring customers’ conveni-
ence. “The online payment
service is set to simplify
the payment process for all
utility bills to offer a more
convenient and efficient
way for customers to fulfil
their financial responsibili-
ties,” said a resident Fateh
Muhammad.

He said the advantages of
the digital payment service
go beyond convenience as
allowing residents to pay
their utility bills online min-
imizes the environmental
hazards caused by paper
billing and physical trans-
actions. Another resident,
Naseem Begum said that
it is a direly needed step
towards reducing the use
of cash and promoting a
more secure and efficient fi-
nancial system. Such steps
bring ease and comfort
in the lives of the general
public and ensure a safe
and secure payment system
which are important at a
time when societies are be-
coming cashless. Another
user of this online facility,
Shagufta Mehmood who is
a working woman said that
today is the era of digitaliza-
tion and all institutions and
departments must adopt
digital ways to compete in-
ternationally. Digitalization
of such services which are
accessed by the general
public is essential to make
their life easier and ensure
transparency.—DNA

Indonesia to start direct flights with Pakistan, says envoy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Adam M.
Tugio, Ambassador of Indonesia
said that his country is to start
direct flights with Pakistan in
near future that would help
boost people to people contacts
and bilateral trade ties between
the two countries. He said that
Indonesia is keen to further
strengthen trade and economic
ties with Pakistan and launch of
direct lights would be helpful in
achieving this goal. He said that
an Indonesian Corner would be
inaugurated soon in the National
Book Foundation of Pakistan that
would create better awareness
about Indonesia in Pakistan and
improve bilateral ties between
the two countries. He said this
while addressing the business
community during his farewell
visit to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry.

H.E. Adam M. Tugio said that Pa-
kistan and Indonesia have good
potential to explore untapped

potential of cooperation in Halal
herbal medicines. He said that
Pakistani pharmaceutical prod-
ucts are quite affordable and
can penetrate the Indonesian

market. He said that Indonesia
would organize a Pakistan-ASE-
AN specific expo in Jakarta next
year and the Pakistani business
community should participate

T YT

in it. He lauded the ICCI for
sending its delegation to attend
a trade expo in Indonesia and
stressed that ICCI should send
its regular delegations to Indo-

nesia to explore all untapped
areas of business collaboration
between the private sectors of
two countries.

Speaking on the occasion, Ah-
san Zafar Bakhtawari, Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry said
that Indonesia and the ASE-
AN region offer a lot of poten-
tial to Pakistan and stressed
that Pakistan should focus on
these countries for trade and
exports. He said that ICCI
would encourage more trade
delegations to Indonesia to
explore new business opportu-
nities with it. He said that In-
donesian investors should also
be encouraged to invest in Pa-
kistan’s tourism infrastructure
and other sectors. He said that
Pakistan, Indonesia and Nige-
ria are big markets of Muslim
world and they should sign an
FTA to strengthen their trade
ties that would bring prosperity
to their nations. He reaffirmed
ICCI’s commitment to strength-
en liaison with the Indonesian

Embassy to improve business
linkages between the private
sectors of both countries.
Faad Waheed, Senior Vice
President ICCI lauded the ef-
forts of H.E. Adam M. Tugio
for improving trade ties be-
tween Indonesia and Pakistan
and hoped that his successor
would take forward these efforts
to bring both countries even
closer. He highlighted Pakistan’s
prospective industries for coop-
eration with Indonesia including
IT, tourism, pharmaceuticals,
textiles, cooking oil and others.
Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar, Vice
President ICCI briefed the In-
donesian Ambassador about
the successful recent visit of
ICCI delegation to Indonesia
and thanked them for the great
hospitality extended by the In-
donesian authorities. Hamayun
Kabir, Faseeh ullah Khan, Ma-
lik Mohsin Khalid and others
also spoke on the occasion and
shared useful proposals to fur-
ther improve bilateral coopera-
tion between the two countries.
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Life in occupied West Bank
amid Israeli crimes

While Israel talks about the settlers and soldiers being held hostage
by Hamas, it has adopted a similar tactic to pick Palestinian men and
children from their homes and torture them in custody. In the village of
Beit Liqya, west of Ramallah, Israeli soldiers stormed the home of Pal-
estinian researcher Najib Mafarja. When they didn’t find him indoors,
they detained his three-year-old child for two hours to pressure his
father to surrender himself. The child returned shaken, trembling with
fear. Detaining family members to pressure Palestinian men to sur-
render themselves before the Israeli army has become an almost daily
occurrence in the West Bank. Former prisoner Bushra al Taweel from
the city of Al-Bireh in the central occupied West Bank told us that the
Israeli army stormed her home at dawn on October 19 and ransacked
the property. The raid was aimed at arresting her 61-year-old father,
former prisoner Jamal al Taweel, who was released less than a year ago
after spending two years under Israeli detention. He has been arrested
12 times and sent to various Israeli prisons. In total, he has spent 16
years in jail. “My father was not there, so they arrested my brothers
to pressure him to surrender,” she said. Hours after their arrest, the
two brothers, Nasrallah and Yahya, were released. Both were tortured—
their bodies, from head to feet, had marks of deep wounds and bruises.
The family immediately admitted them to the hospital. While Israeli
bombing has killed over 6,546 Palestinians, including 2,704 children,
since October 7, the situation in the occupied West Bank has been de-
teriorating for years. Controlled by the Palestinian Authority, the West
Bank is under a perpetual assault of both the Israeli army and illegal
settlers, who harass and kill Palestinians at whim.

The illegal Jewish settlers have been swallowing Palestinian lands and
transferring them to Israeli control without any hindrance. From the
beginning of this year until October 7, 223 Palestinians were killed by
Israeli occupation bullets and more than five thousand were arrested in
the West Bank. Palestinian analyst Sari Orabi told TRT World that Israel
has always sought political cover from Western powers to murder Pales-
tinians and wipe out entire residential neighbourhoods in Gaza. “Israel
said that the reason for all of this was the Al-Agsa Flood operation, but it
knows that the world public opinion will not support its claims and prac-
tices, and rather will be sympathetic towards Palestinians”, Orabi said.
Recent assaults on the Al Agsa Mosque, the abuse of Palestinian pris-
oners, the daily killings of defenceless Palestinians and other injustices
triggered the October 7 Hamas attack as a sign of resistance, he added.
“Israel doesn’t want to discuss the root of the issue or its practices, but
rather wants to give cover to the killing of Palestinians,” Orabi said.
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An alternative to
American exceptionalism

Since OBOR was an evolving reality where more “roads” were added, it was
later renamed the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Moreover, the GDI, GSI and
GCI were announced to the world by Xi in 2021, 2022 and 2023 respectively for
the nations of the Global South, which were attracted to Beijing’s alternatives
to the US-dominated Bretton Woods institutions, the National Development
Bank, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, and Silk Road Fund, but had not
yet joined the BRI. As two geostrategic players with global visions and the ca-
pability, capacity, and political determination to shape them, Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping have met 42 times since 2013.
Their main purpose has been to synchronize two visions — Russia’s Greater Eur-
asia and China’s BRI. Greater Eurasia, a dynamic concept like the BRI, seeks to
integrate Putin’s vision of a pivot to Asia for development and connectivity. The
region is comprised of Russia’s Far East, India, Pakistan, Iran, the Arab world,
the ASEAN countries, and China, while the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU)
includes Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Armenia and Belarus. Unlike what
the Western nations wish to believe, the no-limits strategic partnership between
Russia and China is about two global leaders bringing their strengths together
to offer an alternate to the US-led “rules-based order” or American Exception-
alism, where the rules have never been spelled out. In sharp contrast, Greater
Eurasia-BRI has been suggested as a multilateral partnership in a multipolar
world with no coercion from anyone. Of course, given the huge gap between the
two economies — China’s $18 trillion GDP versus Russia’s $ 1.84 trillion GDP,
and the reality that China alone matches the US in its Artificial Intelligence (AI)
ecosystem and emerging technologies, the question remains whether Russia
would be relegated to becoming China’s junior partner.

The answer is ‘no’ for three reasons: One, Russia is a great power with a landmass
straddling eleven time zones, has an abundance of natural resources including food,
minerals, and rare earth elements, and is a big exporter of energy (oil, gas and nuclear
reactor production). Russia and China are working on fast neutron reactors which will
contribute to green development. Russia has an impressive military-industrial com-
plex, is a major arms exporter, has veto power in the United Nations, and has thou-
sands of nuclear weapons. Two, while China’s deep pockets and infrastructure-building
capability attracts the nations of the Global South, the dynamism of BRICS and SCO
stem from their two big founding members. Three, unlike the US, which believes in
global dominance through its exceptional military power and maintains bases around
the world, China seeks global respect, which means it wants nations to be sensitive
to its foreign policy and core concerns. Russia is unlikely to have problems with this.
Thus, in all international meetings, it is normal to find the top diplomats of Russia
and China, Sergei Lavrov and Wang Yi, coordinate their moves to synchronize with
the higher goals set by Putin and Xi. Regarding China’s assertiveness, it is pertinent
to listen to US President Joe Biden’s interaction with CNN’s Fareed Zakaria in June.
Claiming to have met Xi more times than any world leader, Biden said that China is not
expansionist and does not seek wars but desires a united China.

Feed the birds, not the bin

Gulzaib Rafiq

Every day in Pakistan,

a substantial amount of
food goes to waste. An
estimated 36 million
tonnes of food are wasted
every year. This is
equivalent to every citizen
of Karachi, Lahore, and
Hyderabad tossing out
entire lunches and dinners
every day. According to
a report, 40% of food
in Pakistan is wasted.
Unfortunately, many
birds and street animals
face challenges due
to the lack of food

nderstanding is an individual duty,

as is the issue of food waste itself,

and whether food is being discarded
when there are alternative options, or if it’s
simply that we don’t think there is a prob-
lem. My concern is that it’s not a priority
for most individuals. Additionally, there are
those who truthfully don’t care. We need
to begin caring and be responsible individ-
uals. My objective is to raise awareness
about this issue while helping myself and
others understand more about food waste
and how to avoid it. As we know, the popu-
lation increases day by day, so the availabil-
ity of food for birds in fields may decrease.
It’s important for us to be mindful of this
impact and create alternative food sources
for birds. For this, we need to start working
from our homes. Instead of wasting leftover
food, we can repurpose it to feed birds and
street animals. It’s a great way to reduce
food waste.
Every day in Pakistan, a substantial amount
of food goes to waste. An estimated 36 mil-
lion tonnes of food are wasted every year.
This is equivalent to every citizen of Karachi,
Lahore, and Hyderabad tossing out entire
lunches and dinners every day. According to
a report, 40% of food in Pakistan is wasted.
Unfortunately, many birds and street animals
face challenges due to the lack of food. It’s
disheartening to see food waste while birds
struggle to find enough to eat. Birds face
many problems and issues when searching
for food, especially in urban areas. Loss of
natural habitat and the use of pesticides can
make it difficult for birds to find enough food.
Additionally, the availability of food sources
may fluctuate with changing seasons and en-

vironmental conditions. Birds are one of the
most important species on our planet. They
play a crucial role in the ecosystem, respon-
sible for pollinating plants, dispersing seeds,
and controlling pests. They also provide us
with food and feathers and are a source of
inspiration and enjoyment. Without birds, we
could expect significant changes in our eco-
system, including a loss of crops and trees.
Due to food shortages, pollution, and climate
change, birds will face hazards in the future.
These factors will disrupt their food sourc-
es, migration patterns, and nesting habitats.
It’s important for us to take action to protect
their environments and ensure their surviv-
al by reusing waste food and providing bird
feeders and creating bird-friendly gardens for
the nourishment they need. “Feed the birds,
not your bin”. Reducing food waste is a con-
cerning issue because it helps protect the
environment by conserving resources and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions. When
we throw away food, it ends up in landfills
and produces methane, a potent greenhouse
gas. By being mindful of our food consump-
tion and finding creative ways to use lefto-
vers, feeding our feathered friends with food
scraps is a great way to repurpose leftovers.
If we don’t take steps to control this issue,
it has severe consequences for the environ-
ment and society. It contributes to green-
house gas emissions, strains resources, and
exacerbates food insecurity.

In Islam, there is also a strong emphasis
on avoiding wastefulness, including when
it comes to food. Our Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) taught us to eat and drink in moder-
ation and not to waste any food. To manage
food waste and feed our feathered friends,

we can start by being mindful of our food
consumption and planning meals to mini-
mize leftovers. Composting is a good way
to repurpose food scraps and create nutri-
ent-rich soil. By reducing food waste, it not
only protects us from pollution and food in-
security but also gives us an opportunity to
help our feathered friends and make a better
ecosystem. I have been putting out small
amounts of leftovers for our garden birds for
the last two years now, and I can’t believe
the amount of life-saving ‘bird-food’ that oth-
ers simply throw into the landfill bin. If we
all scrape our plates into a bag or container
and put them outside during the day for our
beloved feathered friends, we would not only
save thousands of birds’ lives but also signifi-
cantly reduce our landfill contribution. Once
your garden birds get to know there is a reli-
able source of food in your garden, they will
arrive daily, and you will be amazed at how
quickly it all disappears.

Feeding our feathered friends and reduc-
ing food waste is a win-win situation. It’s a
fun and eco-friendly way to make a positive
impact. Watching the birds come and go
and listening to their chirps is a wonderful,
stress-releasing way to de-stress. Feeding
birds can be an enjoyable and rewarding
hobby that helps you connect with nature,
so the next time you’re out in the garden or
walking in the park, consider putting out a
bird feeder. You never know what kind of
beauty you might spot! And don’t forget to
take a few moments to appreciate the nat-
ural world around you. Enjoy the beauty of
nature and share it with everyone.

— gulzaibrafiq007@gmail.com

Pakistan’s efforts and struggle in achieving
sustainable development goals (SDGs)

Huma Arshad

While the SDGs are
not legally binding,
governments are
expected to take
ownership and establish
national frameworks
to achieve the goals, a
challenging prospect
given competing
government financial and
programmatic priorities.
The targets have
been grouped into
three broad themes

to shift towards a more sustainable

path and approach. In 2015, all mem-
ber-states of the United Nations including Pa-
kistan adopted the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs), a global agenda to end poverty,
protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for
all by 2030. The SDGs are ambitious set of 17
goals, 169 associated targets, and 232 indica-
tors pursued through national action and in-
ternational cooperation according to United
Nations, 2015. While the SDGs are not legally
binding, governments are expected to take
ownership and establish national frameworks
to achieve the goals, a challenging prospect
given competing government financial and
programmatic priorities. The targets have
been grouped into three broad themes: peo-
ple, planet, and prosperity highlighting the
UN'’s focus on social, environmental, and eco-
nomic pillars of development.
Pakistan integrated the SDGs into its na-
tional development agenda NDA in Feb
2016, The government, like other develop-
ing countries, faces huge fiscal challenges to
meet SDGs. Pakistan was the first country
to adopt SDGs 2030 agenda through a unan-
imous resolution of parliament. The govern-
ment conducted discussions on post-Millen-
nium Development Goals (MDGs) with all
stakeholders for coordinating and strength-
ening efforts at federal and provincial lev-
els to achieve Pakistan’s sustainable devel-
opment and poverty reduction targets. The
seven pillars of Vision-2025 are fully aligned
with the SDGs, providing a comprehensive
long-term strategy for achieving inclusive
growth and sustainable development. At the
federal level, a SDGs Monitoring and Coor-
dination Unit, in coordination with UNDP,
has been being set up to serve as a national

The SDGs are an urgent call to the world

coordinating entity with similar units in the
provinces. The focus of the government from
the start was on inculcating SDGs in planning
processes, ensuring strong monitoring and
reporting on SDGs, ensuring public financial
allocations are aligned to SDGs and alternate
financing modalities are being explored, and
to benefit from use of technology to accelerate
progress towards SDGs. Pakistan affirmed its
commitment to the 2030 Agenda for Sustaina-
ble Development by adopting the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) as its National
Development Agenda through a unanimous
National Assembly Resolution. SDG support
units have been established at federal and
provincial levels with the planning institutions
(Ministry of Planning Development and Spe-
cial Initiatives and Provincial Planning and
Development Departments) to guide SDGs im-
plementation and monitoring it progress. Ear-
lier the Government designed and approved
a National SDGs Framework that envisages a
national vision to prioritize and localize SDGs.
Localized provincial SDG Frameworks are be-
ing formulated. UNDP is supporting the Min-
istry of Planning, Development & Special In-
itiatives (MoP&SI), Government of Pakistan
for localizing the SDGs by applying UNDG.
MAPS approach focusing on mainstreaming
SDGs in Plans, Policies and Resource Alloca-
tion aligned to 2030 Agenda, SDGs monitor-
ing, reporting and evaluation capacities and
strengthened Financing flows. Pakistan, like
many other developing countries, has not
been able to meet the United Nations Millen-
nium Development Goals of 2015, largely be-
cause of weak institutions and a lack of policy
enforcement. SDGs are not moving forward
and we do not see much progress due to fre-
quent changes in the government sector. Pa-
kistan still ranked 129th out of 165 countries

in a recent Sustainable Development Goal
Index ranking, Population growth remain the
major obstacle in achieving goals. Energy cri-
sis, education reforms are still needs lot of
changes and immediate attention.

Here we cannot forget or overlook that Paki-
stan has the highest rate of urbanization in
South Asia. All the political parties, govern-
ment has to take serious measures to attain
the goals by 2030. Several challenges remain
to achieve the SDGs in Pakistan. Financing the
SDGs in a slow-growth economic environment
is a difficult task. There is also a knowledge
and technology gap in developing local solu-
tions and improved governance. The path to-
wards sustainable development is not easy if
a country is acting alone. In the case of Pa-
kistan, development has been hampered by
fluctuating levels of foreign investment, trade,
and development assistance over the years.
As long as global partnerships are not encour-
aged worldwide, the prospects for the devel-
opment of SDGs remains weak. This global
partnership must have different elements, such
as development assistance aid, debt relief, trade
agreements, and foreign funding. If Pakistan is
to achieve its SDGs, it has to pay extra focus on
building robust partnerships which priorities in-
tegration through cooperation. Lastly, Pakistan
needs strong institutions which can transform
the current business trajectory of the country.
As a country we must remember the motto of
United Nations for achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals ( SDGs ) i.e. “LEAVE NO ONE
BEHIND”— the motto is the guiding principle
in solving the most pressing problems of today.
“We will only secure a prosperous, peaceful
and livable planet if we harness economic
growth and development to social solidarity
across and between generations.” Oscar
Aulig-Ice (humanist, Philosopher)
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violations of international hu-
manitarian law and amount
to war crimes.,” he said,
adding, “Those responsible
for these atrocity crimes
must be held accountable.”
Ambassador Akram regret-
ted the Security Council has
been unable to issue a call for
a ceasefire. In this regard, a
heavy responsibility rests on
those who contribute to the
prolongation of this conflict,
he said. “Any attempt to cre-
ate a false equivalence be-
tween Israel, the occupying
power, and the Palestinians,
the victims of this occupa-
tion, is untenable - legally,
morally and politically,” he
added. Akram demanded
that the Council must reject
Israel’s attempts to displace
the Gazans, within or outside
Gaza. Under international
law, he said, the struggle of
people living under foreign
occupation for self-determi-
nation and national liberation
is legitimate and cannot be
equated with terrorism.

“Thisis a
Nazi Zionist

Talented cricketers will not be
ignored anymore, Junaid Akhtar

“We are very happy over the wonderful performance of Islamabad players in the recent Hanif
Muhammad trophy and we assure every talented cricketer that he will not be ignored anymore duo
to some past politics happened in Islamabad” said Interim Committee chairman Junaid Akhtar

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Regional Cricket
Association Islamabad (RCAI) In-
terim Committee Chairman Mu-
hammad Junaid Akhtar said that
talented cricketers from Islama-
bad will not be ignored anymore
as we are trying to provide best
opportunities to them to show the
essence of their abilities.

According to the details, with
the approval of Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) Chairman Manage-
ment Committee Chaudhry Zaka
Ashraf, the Interim Committee
of Regional Cricket Association
Islamabad was formed under the
supervision of Muhammad Junaid
Akhtar and then Islamabad crick-
et team shown excellent perfor-
mance in the Hanif Muhammad
Trophy organized by Pakistan
Cricket Board where Islamabad

Region qualified again for Quaid e
Azam Trophy Grade-I First Class
Tournament for 2024-25 season.
“We are very happy over the won-
derful performance of Islamabad
players in the recent Hanif Mu-
hammad trophy and we assure
every talented cricketer that he
will not be ignored anymore duo
to some past politics happened
in Islamabad” said Interim Com-
mittee chairman Junaid Akhtar,
adding that our best efforts have
been to provide opportunities to
talented players to show the es-
sence of their abilities.

He said that likewise in the past,
now cricket in Islamabad will be
freed from politics while the pol-
icy of always personal liking and
disliking of certain groups has
ruined cricket. Junaid Akhtar
further said that the doors are
open to support every talented
cricketer of Islamabad.

Australia beat Netherlands as
Maxwell blasts 1astest WC century

Bangladesh
Women edge

Aitzaz
approaches
SC against
‘enforced...
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namely Farrukh Habib, Us-
man Dar, Sadaqat Ali Abbasi
and Sheikh Rashid, resur
faced and condemned the
party’s policies. Today, Ah-
san filed the petition under
Article 184(3) of the Consti-
tution (original jurisdiction
of Supreme Court) through
senior advocate Sardar Latif
Khosa. The plea has made
the state, the governments
and inspector generals of po-
lice (IGP) of all four provinc-
es, the Islamabad IGP, and
the ‘Commission of Inquiry
on Enforced Disappearanc-
es’ (CIED) respondents in
the case. It urged the apex
court to accept the instant
petition and declare that en-
forced disappearances are
“violative of, inter alia, Arti-
cles 4 (right of individuals to
be dealt with in accordance
with law, etc), 9 (security of
person), 10 (safeguards as to
arrest and detention), 14 (in-
violability of dignity of man,
etc), 19 (freedom of speech,
etc) and 25 (equality of citi-
zens) of the Constitution.

Recent.
accords with

China...
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Netherlands by 309
runs in the 24th match of the
ICC World Cup 2023 at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium, Delhi, India, on Wednesday. The
massive 309-run — the largest in the his-
tory of the mega event — win helped the
Aussies improve their net run rate (NRR)
considerably and strengthened their posi-
tion on the road to the semi-final.

that the five-time World Champions
would have to settle for a total between 300-
330 but Maxwell’s scored the fastest hundred in
the history of the World Cup in just 40 balls and
changed the fortunes of Cummins’ men. Glenn
Maxwell showed no mercy to the Netherlands bowl-
ers and hit them to all parts of the ground during
the 24th match of the ICC World Cup 2023 between
Australia and the Netherlands at the Arun Jaitley
Chasing the colossal target of 400 runs, Stadium, Delhi, India, on Wednesday.

not a single Dutch batter could hold their { Maxwell scored the fastest hundred in the history of
nerves and stood against the bowling at- r the World Cup as the right-handed batter completed
tack of Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood, his ton in just 40 balls. The 35-year-old came to bat
Pat Cummins, Adam Zampa and Mitch- when the Aussies were 266-4 in 38 overs after they
ell Marsh. The Netherlands kept losing had just lost the wicket of Josh Inglis. Maxwell came
wickets quickly and were soon all out for in and started hitting the Dutch bowlers and scored
just 90 runs. Zampa took four wickets, 106 runs in total off just 44 deliveries courtesy of 17
Marsh bagged two, while Starc, Cum- boundaries, nine fours and eight sixes.

mins and Hazlewood all managed to » .* . The Dutch bowlers had no answer to the rapid knock
pick one. Earlier in the first innings, - by Maxwell and looked helpless as he kept on ter-
Glenn Maxwell and David Warner pow- ... _ ' rorising them for 10 overs, building a 103-run

tioned that the people of both
countries were benefiting
from the fruits of CPEC. The
Chinese ambassador assured
the prime minister of Chi-
na’s full cooperation in the
development and economic
stability of Pakistan. Earlier,
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul-Haq Kakar direct-
ed the relevant authorities
to accelerate their efforts to
curb electricity theft in Azad
Jammu & Kashmir, Sindh
and Quetta. The prime min-
ister, chairing a review meet-
ing on the anti-power theft
campaign, also instructed to
speed up the solarisation of
agriculture tube-wells.

leader hailed the steadfast-
ness of the Palestinian peo-
ple in face of the Israeli hei-
nous war crimes and praised
the Palestinian resistance
and alQassam Brigades,
the armed wing of Hamas.
While, Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man called on the US to
work immediately to discuss
ways to stop Israeli military
crimes that claimed the lives
of innocent people. Speak-
ing during a call he received
from US President Joe Biden
on Tuesday, the crown prince
discussed the military escala-
tion taking place in Gaza and
the efforts being made to end
the war that began following

could only accumulate 82 runs before being bundled
out in the final over. The touring side, after 12 overs,
were 52/2 with experienced batters BismahMaroof
and Nida Dar at the crease before both set batters
perished in the next two successive overs.

Pakistan Women's captain Nida Dar scored 14 in 21 deliv-
eries with the help of a boundary while BismahMaroof top-
scored with a 29-ball 20. Pakistan Women then lost three
more wickets in quick succession and thus slipped to 67/7
in 16.3 overs. Coming out to bat at number six, Natalia Per-
vaiz then added valuable runs at the backend with her 16-
ball 15 before perishing in the penultimate over.
Bangladesh Women’s bowlers then ran through Pakistan’s
batting tail and booked the visitors on a modest total. Na-
hidaAkter spearheaded Bangladesh’s bowling attack with a
five-wicket haul while ShornaAkter, Rabeya Khan and Sul-
tana Khatun contributed with a wicket apiece. In response,
Bangladesh Women completed the pursuit for the loss of
five wickets and three balls to spare.

The home side had a shaky start to the 83-run pursuit as
they were two down for 33 in 9.5 overs. Skipper Nigar

HJSTHM'.H
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Meanwhile, the Netherlands will play Bangladesh
on the same date in Kolkata.

er built a 132-run partnership, b final over. She top-scored with an unbeaten 26. Her 28- . .
getting their side on track for a — = ; P N avoid fatigue. Most of these

shocked...
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Government advertising
rates are far lower, at about
one fourth of commercial
rates. The outgoing prime
minister Mian Shahbaz Sha-
rif had announced a long
pending increase in the
government advertisement
rates, the summary of which
is still lying with the Finance
Ministry. It may also be
noted that alarmingly the
Federal Government owes
almost Rs.2 billion to news-
papers towards payment of
long outstanding bills. If the
respected Prime Minister
thinks this business model is
flawed, then the print media
is prepared to correct the
flawed model by withdrawing
these subsidized rates being
offered to the Government
by newspapers. Meanwhile
the CPNE also expressed
shocked over the PM re-
marks and said the prime
minister was not paying ads
cost from his pocket. It was
public money, which should
be utilized judicisouly.

ECP
invites int’l
observers...

From Pace 01
application, those wishing
to come to the country for
the polls will also need to
attach the “accreditation
application form” that is
available on the ECP’s web-
site. “After completion of
codal formalities as per law,
ECP will issue accreditation
cards to security cleared in-
ternational observers/me-
dia and arrange briefings
for observers in ECP Secre-
tariat,” added the commis-
sion. It also advised them to
follow the advisories of the
Foreign Office and the inte-
rior ministry. “We believe
that the presence of inter-
national observers will add
a valuable dimension to the
electoral process, ensuring
its transparency and impar-
tiality while lending cred-
ibility to our electoral pro-
cess. In this connection, all
necessary arrangements
will be made available for
international observers to
carry out their duties ef-
fectively and independent-
ly,” said the ECP.

FC Barcelona
suffer major setback

ahead of El Clasico

BARCELONA: The Blaugrana’s key midfielder, Pedri, has
been ruled out of the important league clash following a
thigh injury he sustained in late August. Even though Bar-
ca’s head coach Xavi Hernandez confirmed that there had
been no relapse in the 20-year-old’s injury, he still has not
started training with the first team with Clasico just four
days away. Despite Barcelona doing well during Pedri’s ab-
sence, his importance and quality cannot be denied as he
is considered one of the most important players for Xavi
and is the glue that keeps his midfield together, along with
Frenkie de Jong. It must be noted that the Catalunya club
is having a difficult time coping with injuries as defenders
Sergi Roberto and Jules Kounde have already been ruled
out of the match against Carlo Ancelotti’s side.

The inclusion of De Jong, star striker Robert Lewandowski
and Raphinha has also been a question but it is likely
that the latter two will be able to participate in the most
important match of the season yet, while the Dutch has
the least chance of making it to the squad. If De Jong
doesn’t return to training in time, Barcelona will be left
with only three midfielders — IlkayGundogan, Gavi and
OriolRomeu. Xavi Hernandez may do what he has been
doing this season; calling players from La Masia and get-
ting their services. During this season, Xavi has called up
players like Lamine Yamal, Fermin Lopez and most recent-
ly, Marc Guiu, who scored an 80th-minute winner against
Athletic Bilbao over the weekend. On the other hand, Real
Madrid will have their all players except Dani Ceballos for
the match against FC Barcelona. - Agencies

Bellingham
scores as RM
win at Braga

DNA

MADRID: Jude Belling-
ham continued his bril-
liant start to the season
with another goal to
help Real Madrid claim
a narrow Champions
League win at Braga.
After Rodrygo's first-
half opener, Bellingham
found the bottom corner
in the 61st-minute with a
fine, curling finish. The
England midfielder now
has 12 goals in 15 match-
es for club and country
this season. Alvaro Dja-
lo pulled a goal back for
Braga but Real held on in
Group C. Vinicius Junior
thought he had added a
third late on for the vis-
itors, but his strike was
ruled out for offside.
Rodrygo also had a first-
half effort disallowed as
Real Madrid created most
of the chances at Estadio
Municipal de Braga.

ball knock featured three boundaries. - Agencies

ICC rankings: Babar, Gill in
tight race for top ODI spot

NEW DELHI: Babar Azam's
lead at the head of the ICC
ODI Batting Rankings has
been reduced to just six rat-
ing points as India's Shub-
man Gill and a host of stars
in stunning form at the ICC
Men's Cricket World Cup
close in on the Pakistan skip-
per. Babar drops to a total
of 829 rating points despite
having amassed 157 runs
from five innings so far at the
Cricket World Cup, with his
most recent effort a fighting
74 in a losing side against Af-
ghanistan in Chennai.

Gill has 95 runs from just
three matches for India,
with the righthander im-
proving to 823 rating points
on the back of his standout
innings of 53 against Bang-
ladesh in Pune.

The India opener isn't the
only player to make inroads
on Babar, with inform
South African Quinton de
Kock within striking dis-
tance in third place on the

rankings for ODI batters
following a superb start
to the World Cup that has
seen him score three mag-
nificent centuries.

South Africa teammate
Heinrich Klaasen (up sev-
en places to fourth and a
new career-high rating)
also makes good ground,
while experienced duo Vi-
ratKohli (improves three
spots) and David Warner
(up two spots) share fifth
place on the rankings
after some good perfor-
mances in India.
Consistent ~ middle-order
performer Daryl Mitchell is
another player on the rise,
with the New Zealander
jumping 16 places to 13th
overall after 268 runs from
four hits at the World Cup.
Australia seamer Josh
Hazlewood maintains a
narrow lead at the top of
the ODI bowler rankings,
but the challengers are
lining up to overtake him

with India quick Moham-
med Siraj (up one place to
second) his nearest rival
after picking up six wick-
ets from five appearances
at the World Cup.

South Africa spinner Ke-
shavMaharaj rises two
places to third and a new
career-high rating follow-
ing his seven wickets at
the tournament thus far,
while Afghanistan veteran
Mohammad Nabi (up four
places to sixth) and Aus-
tralia tweaker Adam Zam-
pa (up four places to sev-
enth) also make ground
inside the top 10.
Bangladesh captain Shakib
Al Hasan remains out in
front of the ODI rank-
ings for all-rounders, with
South  Africa beanpole
Marco Jansen the biggest
mover with the inform
No.7 jumping 23 places on
this list to share 11th place
alongside Scotland's Mi-
chael Leask. - Agencies

seminar on Pak-Korea “40 Years of Friendship” held

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of
Strategic  Studies Islamabad
(ISSI), in collaboration with the
Embassy of the Republic of Ko-
rea (ROK), held a Seminar on
“40 Years of Friendship- Past,
Present and Future between
Republic of Korea and Pakistan”
today. Chief Guest on the occa-
sion was Mr. Muhammad Alj,
Minister for Energy, Power
& Petroleum. Speakers in the
inaugural session included Dr.
TalatShabbir, Director, China
Pakistan Study Centre ISSI;
Ambassador Park Kijun Ambas-
sador of Republic of Korea; and
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood,
Director General, ISSI.

During the Inaugural Session,
the Speakers celebrated Paki-
stan-RoK 40-year diplomatic
relationship, while highlighting
the myriad facets of the strong
partnership in various fields,
including economic, education-
al, cultural cooperation, and
‘Gandhara connection.” DrTa-
latShabbir in his introductory

remarks said that the enduring
friendship and collaboration be-
tween Pakistan and South Ko-
rea, nurtured over four decades,
had led to significant progress in
bilateral relations. Ambassador
Park Kijun, in his remarks, em-
phasized the historic nature of
the occasion, underscoring the
robust and amicable ties exist-
ing between the two nations. He

highlighted the vast potential
for mutually beneficial collabo-
ration in diverse fields. DG ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
was of the view that the com-
pletion of four decades of Pa-
kistan-Republic of Korea diplo-
matic ties was, truly, a matter
of celebration. He emphasized
the extremely friendly and cor-
dial nature of bilateral ties; the

steady upward trajectory of the
partnership since its inception;
and its comprehensive scope,
encompassing high-level polit-
ical and diplomatic exchanges,
trade, investments, education,
science & technology, defence,
cultural cooperation, and peo-
ple-to-people interactions. The
growth in bilateral trade and
investments and the increase

in Pakistani students studying
in South Korea were also noted.
Both nations shared an interest
in a peaceful and prosperous
South Asia and had collabo-
rated in multilateral forums.
While celebrating the progress
made thus far, Ambassador So-
hail Mahmood stressed, it was
essential to craft a vision for a
robust economic partnership
centred essentially on enhanced
trade, investments, technology,
and green transition.

The keynote address by Minister
for Energy, Power & Petroleum
Mr. Muhammad Ali emphasized
the importance of sustainable
energy solutions, research, in-
novation, and human resource
development in advancing shared
goals. He highlighted Pakistan’s
intrinsic strengths and economic
growth potential. The Minister
also stressed that, looking ahead,
the next 40 years held great
promise with new initiatives on
the horizon and a steadfast com-
mitment to sustainable solutions,
as both nations were driven by a
shared vision of prosperity, sus-
tainability and development.

cancelled flights were again
from or to Karachi which
is the busiest airport in
Pakistan for being the com-
mercial hub of the country.
The reason behind PIA’s
inability to secure funds re-
mains the fact that neither
any financial institution is
ready to extend loan facility
nor the federal government
has been showing interest
in another bailout amid
the absence of any room
for fiscal adjustment. The
current crisis comes as the
case for the privatisation
of state-owned enterpris-
es is strengthening under
the IMF conditions aimed
at reducing fiscal deficit as
these loss-making entities
have been proving a burden
on national exchequer.

IMF team
to visit Pak
on Nov 2

From Pace 01

under a caretaker adminis-
tration, endeavours to steer
towards economic revival
after the IMF approved its
loan programme in July this
year. The loan programme
averted a sovereign debt
default with Pakistan re-
ceiving its first $1.2 billion
tranche from the Washing-
ton-based lender soon after
the approval. Meanwhile,
the finance secretary has
convened an important
meeting of all ministries, di-
visions, and departments for
tomorrow (Thursday) to get
an update on all structural
benchmarks, indicative cri-
teria and performance crite-
ria agreed with the IMF for
the end of September 2023.

Pak seeks
$1b oil...

FroMm PacGe 01

confirmation, and its exact
modalities will be worked
out within the next couple
of months, including at-
tached cost and other terms
and conditions,” sources
told the publication. The
facility is part of the financ-
ing plan agreed upon and
worked out with the IMF by
Pakistani authorities as part
of the $3 billion SBA. The
existing facility will expire
in December of this year.
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WAD MADANI: The Suda-
nese army said Wednesday
it has accepted an invita-
tion to resume US- and
Saudi-brokered talks aimed
at ending more than six
months of conflict with
the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces. The war
between forces loyal to
army chief Abdel Fattah
al-Burhan and his former
deputy, RSF commander
Mohamed Hamdan Daglo,
has killed more than 9,000
people and displaced over
5.6 million since it erupted
in April. Previous mediation
attempts have only succeed-
ed in brief truces, and even
those were systematically
violated. In a statement,
the army said it had ac-
cepted an invitation from
Saudi Arabia and the Unit-
ed States to travel to the
Saudi city of Jeddah “out of
a belief by the armed forces
that negotiations is one of
the means that may end the
conflict”.

“The resumption of negoti-
ations does not mean a halt
of the national battle of dig-
nity, for the defeat of the re-
bel militia,” the statement
added. The war in Sudan
has decimated already frag-
ile infrastructure, shuttered
80 percent of the country’s
hospitals and plunged mil-
lions into acute hunger.
“For six months, civilians
- particularly in Khartoum,
Darfur and Kordofan - have
known no respite from
bloodshed and terror,” said
UN humanitarian chief
Martin Griffiths.—APP

France’s
Macron in
Egypt to

meet Sisi

CAIRO: French President
Emmanuel Macron arrived
in Cairo on Wednesday, an
AFP correspondent report-
ed, for talks with his Egyp-
tian counterpart Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi, the latest leg of a
whistlestop crisis tour.

On Tuesday Macron was
in Israel where he voiced
support for its retaliation
against Hamas after gun-
men from the Islamist
group unleashed the dead-
liest attack on Israel in its
history on October 7.
Hamas militants attacked
southern Israel, killing
more than 1,400 people,
most of them civilians, ac-
cording to Israeli authori-
ties.

In relentless Israeli bomb-
ing since, more than 6,500
people, mostly civilians,
have been killed in Gaza,
according to the Palestin-
ian territory’s Hamas-con-
trolled health ministry.
Macron on Tuesday also
visited the occupied West
Bank for talks with Mahmud
Abbas, president of the Pal-
estinian Authority.

In Amman, he met King
Abdullah II, who stressed
that “stopping the war on
Gaza is an absolute neces-
sity, and the world must
move immediately in this
direction”, a Jordanian royal
court statement said.

Arab leaders have pushed
for a ceasefire and a return
to a political process, echo-
ing wider warnings of a po-
tential regional spillover of
the Israel-Hamas war.

Hezbollah
leader
meets with
Palestinian
resistance

leaders

BEIRUT: The leader of Leb-
anese Hezbollah has dis-
cussed the situation in Gaza
with top officials of Palestini-
an groups Hamas and Islamic
Jihad. Meeting in Lebanon,
Hassan Nasrallah met with
Salih Al-Arouri, the deputy
head of Hamas’ Political Bu-
reau, and Ziyad Al-Nakhalah,
Islamic Jihad secretary-gen-
eral, where they “reviewed
developments in the Gaza
Strip and the ongoing con-
frontations at the Lebanese
border with occupied Pales-
tine,” as reported by Al-Ma-
nar, a TV channel affiliated
with Hezbollah. “Recent
events in the Gaza Strip
since the start of Operation
Al-Agsa Flood on Oct. 7 and
subsequent developments on
all fronts were reviewed,” it
added.

Clashes between Hezbollah
and Israeli forces along the
Lebanese border followed
the start of the conflict in
Gaza, which has been under
Israeli bombardment and a
blockade since Oct. 7.—APP

BEILJING: Chairman Senate of Pakistan, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani alongwith the Pakistani delegation witnessing signing ceremony of a memoran-
dum of understanding (MOU) between a leading Chinese Company Tgood and the Rec Group of Pakistan China. —DNA

Erdogan calls for ceasefire
in Gaza, canceled Israel trip

Almost half of those killed in Israeli attacks on Gaza are children, says Recep Tayyip Erdogan

ForeiGN DESkK

ANKARA: All parties in the
Palestine-Israel war should
take their fingers off the
trigger, said the Turkish
president on Wednesday,
urging an immediate cease-
fire in the conflict.

At the Justice and Devel-
opment (AK) Party’s par-
liamentary group meeting
in Ankara, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said before Oct.
7, when the conflict erupt-
ed, he had planned to visit
Israel but then canceled his
plans.

Noting that Tiirkiye has
no problem with the Israe-
li state, Erdogan said his
country will never approve
of it committing atrocities.
Almost half of those killed
in Israeli attacks on Gaza

so far are children, showing
that the aim is deliberate
brutality to commit crimes
against humanity, he added.
He said that when those
who stood up for the world
in Russia’s war on Ukraine
are silent about the mas-
sacre in Gaza, this is the
“most concrete expres-
sion of hypocrisy.” Ac-
cusing countries outside
the region of “adding fuel
to the fire” in the name
of supporting Israel, he
said the US will lose as
it does not seem to want
the world to be ruled
fairly. Tirkiye is deeply
saddened by the helpless-
ness the UN has fallen
into, and no one takes
it seriously as it turned
a blind eye to the brutal
killing of children, he add-
ed. Tirkiye’s objections

to the unfair structure of
the UN Security Council
were again confirmed by

recent news, he added,
referring to how a Mideast
cease-fire resolution was
vetoed by one of the coun-
cil’s five permanent mem-
bers, a structure Tiirkiye
has long cried foul over.
Erdogan reiterated his
quotable slogan for UN
reform, “The world is big-

ger than five,” referring
to the unrepresentative
nature of the UN Security
Council’s five permanent,
veto-wielding members.
The Jewish people know
well that Tirkiye is the
only land that has been
without antisemitism for
centuries, he added. The
conflict in Gaza, which has
been under Israeli bom-
bardment since Oct. 7, be-
gan when Hamas initiated
Operation Al-Agsa Flood,
a multi-pronged surprise
attack that included a bar-
rage of rocket launches
and infiltrations into Isra-
el by land, sea, and air. It
said the incursion was in
retaliation for the storm-
ing of the Al-Aqsa Mosque
and growing violence by
Israeli settlers. The Israe-
li military then launched

a relentless air campaign
against the Gaza Strip.
Nearly 7,200 people have
been killed in the con-
flict, including at least
5,791 Palestinians and
1,400 Israelis. Gaza's
2.3 million people have
been running out of
food, water, medicines
and fuel, and aid convoys
allowed into Gaza have
carried only a fraction
of what is needed. Israel
launching a ground oper-
ation into the Gaza Strip
could escalate the situa-
tion there from brutality
into a “massacre,” the
Turkish foreign minister
warned on Wednesday.
Speaking at a press con-
ference in Doha along-
side his Qatari counter-
part Sheikh Mohammed
bin  Abdulrahman al-

Thani, Hakan Fidan said
the targeting of Palestin-
ians regardless of wheth-
er they are children, the
sick, or the elderly, and
even in schools, hospitals,
and mosques, is a crime
against humanity. As
deaths mount in Gaza, the
backlash in the region will
naturally grow, said Fidan,
adding: “It is impossible to
predict consequences in
advance.” Israel launched
a relentless bombing cam-
paign on Gaza following a
surprise attack by the Pal-
estinian group Hamas on
Oct. 7, putting the enclave’s
residents under total siege,
with a blockade of food, fuel
and medical supplies. For
several days aid supplies
started to trickle in, but at a
level far below the needs of
the deprived enclave.

Germany to accelerate
deportation of rejected
asylum seekers

BERLIN: The German government introduced a draft law
on Wednesday to accelerate the deportation of irregular
migrants whose asylum applications were declined by the
authorities. Speaking at a news conference in Berlin, Inte-
rior Minister Nancy Faeser said the proposed legislation
will ensure that people without the right to stay in Germa-
ny will leave the country quickly. “We envisage a package
of restrictive measures to ensure more and faster depor-
tations. This is necessary so that we can continue to live
up to our humanitarian responsibility for the people that
we have to protect from war and terror,” she said. The
Social Democrat politician argued that they must signif-
icantly limit irregular migration and return economically
motivated illegal migrants to their home country, so that
the resources can be used for asylum seekers who really
need protection in Germany. “Our new regulations will
improve the possibilities for deportations in a large num-
ber of cases. This also includes deporting criminals and
dangerous persons more consistently and more quickly.
This would apply particularly for those involved in organ-
ized crime, which we are combating even more resolute-
ly,” she said. According to the proposed bill, authorities
will have legal powers to check the cell phones of irreg-
ular migrants to determine their identities. They will be
allowed to use all data without restriction. In refugee
accommodations, the police will be allowed to carry out
searches and enter almost all rooms while trying to find
the person who is to be deported.

For persons who are requested to leave the country, the
maximum length of pre-deportation custody will be ex-
tended from 10 to 28 days, in order to give the authorities
more time to prepare for the deportation. -DNA

Jilani, Kyrgyz president discuss

Strengthening bilateral

DNA

BISHKEK: Caretaker For-
eign Minister Jalil Abbas
Jilani on Wednesday called
on President of Kyrgyzstan
Sadyr Zhaparov wherein the
two sides exchanged views
on the current state and
prospects of KyrgyzPaki-
stani bilateral cooperation.
The meeting took place on
the sidelines of the 22nd
meeting of the Council of
Heads of Government (CHG)
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization being held in
Bishkek. On Thursday, Paki-
stan will assume the Chair of
CHG SCO. The meeting will
be attended by the Heads
of Government of China,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbek-
istan, vice-president of Iran
and foreign ministers of Paki-
stan and India. SCO Observ-
er States namely Belarus and
Mongolia as well as Guest
State Turkmenistan will also
attend the meeting. In a post

on X, Foreign Minister Jilani
said that in the meeting, he
conveyed warm greetings of
Pakistan leadership and peo-
ple. Both sides expressed a
mutual desire to build strong-
er economic, political, and

educational relations. The
Kyrgyz leader noted that
Pakistan occupied an impor-

A

tant place in the system of
international and regional
relations, and Kyrgyzstan
was interested in developing
cooperation in bilateral and
multilateral formats, accord-
ing to Kabar, the national
news agency of Kyrgyzstan.
He emphasized great oppor-
tunities for increasing the

relations

volume of mutual trade be-
tween the countries. In this
context, Zhaparov expressed
interest in diversification
of exportimport positions
with Pakistan and active
work with Pakistani inves-
tors on promising projects.
Jalil Abbas Jilani conveyed
warm words of greetings to
the head of state from Pres-
ident Arif Alvi and Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar. He expressed Pa-
kistan’s readiness to further
establish relations between
the two countries in all
spheres of mutual interest.

Foreign Minister Jilani ex-
tended an invitation to Sadyr
Zhaparov to visit Pakistan.
Meanwhile, Foreign Minister
Jilani also met SCO Secre-
tary-General Zhang Ming and
discussed areas of critical and
practical cooperation, includ-
ing connectivity, poverty al-
leviation, energy and others.
He reaffirmed Pakistan’s
commitment to Shanghai
Spirit for Regional Develop-
ment and a shared future.

Estimated 114M people displaced by war, violence worldwide

WEB DESK

GENEVA: The UN refugee agen-
cy announced on Wednesday the
estimated number of displaced
people worldwide, driven by war
and violence, hit 114 million by

the end of September.

“The main drivers of forced dis-
placement in the first half of 2023
were: war in Ukraine and conflicts
in Sudan, the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, and Myanmar; a
combination of drought, floods,
and insecurity in Somalia; and a
prolonged humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan,” the UNHCR said
in a statement, citing its mid-year
trends report. Noting that the
world’s focus is now on the “hu-
manitarian catastrophe” in Gaza,
UN High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees Filippo Grandi said: “But
globally, far too many conflicts are
proliferating or escalating, shat-
tering innocent lives and uproot-
ing people.” “The international

community’s inability to solve
conflicts or prevent new ones is
driving displacement and misery,”
Grandi stressed, underlining the
need to work together to end con-
flicts and allow refugees and other
displaced people to return home

or restart their lives.

According to the UNHCR, 110

“never cross”

million people had been forcibly
displaced worldwide by the end of
June - an increase of 1.6 million
from the end of 2022.

The report found that over half of
all people who are forced to flee
an international
border. Only in the three months
from June to the end of Septem-

ber, UNHCR estimated that the
number of forcibly displaced grew
by 4 million, bringing the total to
114 million. “As we watch events
unfold in Gaza, Sudan, and be-
yond, the prospect of peace and
solutions for refugees and other
displaced populations might feel
distant,” Grandi said. “But we can-

not give up. With our partners, we
will keep pushing for - and find-
ing - solutions for refugees.” Of
the refugees and other persons in
need of international protection,
75% were hosted by low- and mid-
dle-income countries, the report
said. In the initial six months, 1.6
million individual asylum applica-
tions were filed globally, the high-
est ever recorded.

While not all were in safe circum-
stances, over 404,000 refugees
returned, more than twice as
many as in the same period in
2022. Almost 2.7 million inter-
nally displaced individuals re-
turned to their homes during the
same period, exceeding twice
the number of returns in the
first half of 2022, it said. There
was also an increase in the num-
ber of resettled refugees.

The conflict in the Middle East
started on Oct. 7, which falls
outside the reporting period
and is not factored into its anal-
ysis of human displacement, the
statement underscored.

KIEV: Mikhail Podolyak,
a senior aide to Ukrainian
President Vladimir Zelen-
sky, described Elon Musk’s
calls for an urgent ceasefire
in the Ukraine conflict to
avoid a larger conflict as a
“catastrophic mistake” with
farreaching  consequenc-
es in a Telegram post on
Tuesday. On his channel,
Podolyak called Musk’s re-
cent proposal equivalent
to surrendering Ukraine
to “mandatory large-scale
genocide” from Russia and
suggested that refusing
to support Ukraine would
“inevitably lead to a sharp
increase in conflicts around
the world, the end of the
era of international law, the
collapse of the international
economy, and the triumph of
the forces of evil.” The advi-
sor’'s comments came after
Musk stated in a conversa-
tion on X (formerly Twitter)
Spaces on Tuesday that the
US was “sleepwalking” into
World War III by antagoniz-
ing countries like Russia,
Iran, and China. Musk said
he believed that “civilization
itself may be at stake” and
stressed that the US must
work to prevent a global con-
flict. To that end, he called
on the US to “resume nor
mal relations with Russia”
and “figure out” a way to
establish peace in Ukraine,
labeling the war a hopeless
situation.—Agencies

Muslim
councilors
ask Labour to
call for

cease-fire

LONDON: More than 150
Muslim councilors from the
UK’s main opposition La-
bour Party on Wednesday
called on the party leader-
ship to call for an immedi-
ate ceasedfire in the Isra-
el-Palestine conflict.

“As a party that bases its
principles on fairness and
justice, we cannot sit idly
by as Palestinians face col-
lective punishment, said a
letter signed by the coun-
cilors.

The letter was published
by Labour Muslim Net-
work (LMN), an inclusive
organization that seeks to
promote British Muslim en-
gagement with the Labour
Party.

“We urge the Labour Party
to urgently adopt a position
of calling for an immediate
ceasefire, calling on the
UK government and the
international  community
to act upon this proposal to
save innocent human lives,”
the letter added.

They also stressed that hos-
tages held captive must be
returned to their families.
The Labour Party has seen
a series of resignations
from councilors after its
leader Keir Starmer said in
controversial remarks that
Israel had the “right” to cut
power and water supplies to
Palestinians living in Gaza.
The remarks sparked con-
troversy among the party.
Israel launched a relentless
bombardment campaign on
Gaza following a surprise
attack by Hamas on Oct. 7,
putting the enclave’s res-
idents under total siege
and a blockade of food,
fuel, and medical supplies.
Aid supplies have since
started to trickle in, but at
levels far below the public
need.—APP

Protest
held in Paris
in solidarity

with
Palestinians

PARIS: Protesters gathered
in the French capital Paris
on Tuesday to demonstrate
against Israel’s attacks on
Gaza, calling for a cease-
fire. Converging on the
Place de 1la Republique
following a call by labor
unions, they called for an
end to the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict. They chanted
pro-Palestine slogans and
carried signs with various
messages including “Stop
the bombings” and “Cease-
fire.” Speaking to Anadolu,
Emelyne Perrin, a mem-
ber of the Human Rights
League (LDH), said Pales-
tinians are being offered
no solution in the ongoing
situation. Expressing her
solidarity with the Palestin-
ian people, she accused the
French government of sup-
porting “Israel’s crimes.”
Another protester, Marceau
Labadie, told Anadolu about
his feelings on what is hap-
pening in Gaza, pointing to
the importance of support-
ing Palestinians.—APP
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Arahs
shocked
over ‘double
standards’
of West

DNA

AMMAN: Queen Rania of
Jordan on Tuesday blasted
Western leaders for their
“glaring double standard” as
deadly Israeli bombardment
in Gaza and blockade wors-
ened the humanitarian cri-
sis. Over 5,700 Palestinians
in the besieged Gaza Strip
have been martyred in the
air strikes, including over
2,300 children, 1,200 wom-
en and 295 elderly people.
According to Gaza officials,
over 16,200 are wounded as
hospitals warn of collapse
in the wake of low supplies
due to Israeli blockade
since October 7 in response
to Hamas attacks.

In an interview with Amer-
ican news channel, Queen
Rania who is also of Pales-
tinian descent said, “The
people all around the Mid-
dle East, including in Jor-
dan, we are just shocked
and disappointed by the
world’s reaction to this ca-
tastrophe that is unfolding.”
She regretted the Western
world’s  “glaring double
standard” and added that
Arabs perceive the criminal
support to Israel as “aiding
and abetting” the mass kill-
ings of civilians in Gaza.
“When October 7 happened,
the world immediately and
unequivocally stood by Is-
rael and its right to defend
itself and condemned the
attack that happened ... but
what we're seeing in the
last couple of weeks, we're
seeing silence in the world,”
Queen Rania said.

US ‘definite
accomplice’
in Israeli
crimes

DNA

TEHRAN: Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
says the United States is
a “definite accomplice” in
the Zionist regime’s crimes
against the people of the
Gaza Strip. He made the
remarks during a meet-
ing with members of the
Lorestan Province’s Mar-
tyrs Commemoration Con-
gress on Wednesday.
Ayatollah Khamenei further
said the US somehow man-
ages the crimes being com-
mitted against Palestinians
in Gaza. “The presence of
the heads of oppressive and
villain states in the occupied
territories shows their con-
cern about the disintegra-
tion of the Zionist regime,”
the Leader added, referring
to Western leaders’ trips to
the Israeli-occupied terri-
tories to reaffirm their sup-
port for the regime.
“Islamic governments
should not be passive in the
face of criminals. Victory
certainly belongs to Pales-
tine.” Ayatollah Khamenei
also said that Gaza is now
“the scene of innocence on
the one hand and strength
on the other hand.” He de-
scribed as “decisive” and
“irreparable” the blow dealt
to the usurping entity by
Palestinian fighters in their
October 7 raid, dubbed Op-
eration Al-Agsa Storm.

3 injured in
suicide attack
on check post

DNA

PESHAWAR:At least three
security personnel were in-
jured on Wednesday when a
suicide car bomber attacked
a check post established
in the Tirah valley area of
Khyber district. The SHO
of Tirah station confirmed
the incident and said a car
packed with explosives at-
tacked the QaumAkakhel-
Sarozey checkpoint.

He identified the injured
as Subedar Muhammad
Asrar, Sepoylftikhar, and
SepoyShafigNarul.  The
injured security personnel
were transferred to a near-
by hospital for treatment..
Previously in March, a po-
lice post in KP, Meri Khel,
was attacked, which was
termed a “terrorist attack”.
Police told Express Tribune
that a motorcycle parked at
the checkpoint caught fire
due to the explosives.

Ensemble 4.1: A magnificent
evening of classical music

The German Ambassador, Alfred Grannas, in his inaugural address, emphasized
unifying power of art, particularly music, transcending geographical and cultural
boundarles, further enhancing cultural exchange between Pakistan and Germany
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ISLAMABAD: The German Embassy
in Islamabad, in collaboration with the
Goethe-Institut Pakistan, proudly hosted
a captivating German Classical musical
concert featuring the renowned Ensem-
ble 4.1 at Marriott Hotel Islamabad.

The German Ambassador, Alfred Grannas,
in his inaugural address, emphasized the
unifying power of art, particularly music,
transcending geographical and cultural
boundaries, further enhancing the cultural
exchange between Pakistan and Germany.
Ensemble 4.1, a unique piano windtet,
was founded a decade ago following an

invitation from the then Director of the
Goethe-Institut Karachi, which served as
the catalyst for its formation. Over the
years, the ensemble has achieved remarka-
ble milestones, including 125 concerts, the
release of two critically acclaimed CDs, and
a prestigious ‘OPUS Klassik’ nomination.
In celebration of their tenth anniversa-
ry, the ensemble has graced some of the
world’s most iconic venues, including the
Berlin Philharmonic, the Elbphilharmo-
nie in Hamburg, the Wigmore Hall in Lon-
don, and Carnegie Hall in New York. As
a tribute to their beginnings, Ensemble
4.1 has returned to Pakistan, where their
journey started in Karachi.

The ensemble comprises five distinguished

members from top German Orchestras:

e Jorg Schneider, the principal oboe of
the Jena Philharmonic Orchestra, boasts
numerous accolades, including victories
in international chamber music competi-
tions in Osaka, Marseille, and Schwerin,
as well as a scholarship from the Ger-
man Music Competition.

e Alexander Gliicksmann, the princi-
pal clarinet of the Berlin Symphony Or-
chestra, has displayed his artistry at the
Opera Barga chamber music festival in
Italy alongside members of the Berlin
Philharmonic. He is also recognized for
his work on contemporary music projects
with the Chamber Ensemble Quillo.

¢ Christoph Knitt, the principal bassoon

at the Potsdam Chamber Academy since
2006, has been actively involved in cultural
reconstruction efforts in Iraq in collabora-
tion with the Goethe-Institut since 2009.

e Sebastian Posch, a distinguished horn
player, secured third prize at the interna-
tional horn competition in Stams/Austria
in 1999. His impressive solo performances
span prestigious orchestras, including the
Frankfurt/Oder State Orchestra, the Phil-
harmonic Orchestra of the Altenburg-Gera
Theater, the Young Symphony Berlin, the
Berlin Chamber Academy, and the Gotting-
erSymphoniker.

e Thomas Hoppe, considered one of
the finest pianists of his generation,
imparts his expertise through master-
classes in piano accompaniment and
chamber music across Europe, Austral-
ia, China, South America, and the USA.
The ensemble’s performance showcased
a repertoire spanning from the late 19th
to the 20th century, earning thunderous
applause from the discerning audience.
The program included masterpieces by re-
vered German composers such as Ludwig
van Beethoven’s “QuintettEs-Dur op.16”
and Walter Gieseking’s “Quintett B-Dur,”
among other exquisite encore pieces.
Ensemble 4.1 has received global acclaim
through extensive tours and recitals in
countries including China, Pakistan, Aus-
tria, Germany, Algeria, Canada, and the
USA. They have graced prestigious venues
in cities such as Berlin, Istanbul, New York
City, Toronto, Ottawa, Karachi, Shanghai,
and Torino. The ensemble has left an indeli-
ble mark at renowned festivals in Denmark,
Malta, Italy’s MiToFestival, and the Elb-
philharmonie in Hamburg. Prior to their
performance in Islamabad, the ensemble
captivated audiences in Karachi, Hydera-
bad and Lahore on this remarkable tour.
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Austria to Pakistan Andrea Wicke cut the cake along with the Ambassador
of European Union to Pakistan Dr Riina Kionka during the celebrations of the National Day of the

Republic of Austria at the Residence of Austrian Ambassador on 24 October in Federal Capital. —

Online

Not only Afghans,

deadline for all
1llegal foreigners

FA1sAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Interior Minister SarfrazBugti
Wednesday clarified that the November 1 deadline is not lim-
ited to Afghans, but applies to all foreigners illegally residing
in Pakistan. Speaking in the Senate Standing Committee on
Interior, the security czar clarified that the government ad-
dressed the issue of expulsion of "all" illegal foreigners living
in the country, however, the message was wrongly received
as if the state wanted to repatriate only Afghan citizens.
The caretaker government, earlier this month, had directed
all "aliens" — including 1.73 million Afghan nationals — to
leave the country following a series of terrorist attacks in
which Afghan nationals were found to be responsible for 14
of 24 suicide bombings. "Government's message [to leave

the country] is not limited to Afghans, [it is applicable] on
all illegal foreigners living in the country," Bugti said. The
government is also deporting Baloch people coming into the
country from Iran, Bugti said while reassuring that those
with refugee cards and visas are "our guests".

The issue is being given an ethnic angle, it's not like that at
all as we intend to expel all illegal foreigners, he stressed.
In a bid to tighten the noose around illegal "foreigners", the
caretaker government has set November 1 as a deadline for
the immigrants residing in the country unlawfully, warning
that action will be taken against them after the time limit.
The decision was taken in an apex committee meeting on
the National Action Plan (NAP) on October 3 after a dead-
ly suicide blast in Balochistan’sMastung, in which over 60
people lost their lives. In most of the recent terror inci-
dents in Pakistan, Afghan nationals or soil was reported-
ly used. According to a statistical report released by the
independent think tank Pakistan Institute for Conflict and
Security Studies (PICSS), at least 271 militant attacks took
place during the first half of 2023, resulting in the loss of
389 lives and injuring 656 individuals. Terror activities
in the country soared by 79% during the period. The
United Nations (UN) has also said that refugees residing
in Pakistan should be allowed to exit the country volun-
tarily and no pressure should be exerted on them.

Gaza's death toll soars to 6,546 amid Israeli
airstrikes, 2,704 children among victims

NEews DEsk

GAZA: Israel’s military intensified its bombing of southern
Gaza overnight after one of the deadliest days for Palestin-
ians since the conflict began as world leaders called for a
halt to fighting to allow aid into the besieged enclave.

The Palestinian death toll from ongoing Israeli airstrikes
on the Gaza Strip has soared to 6,546, the Health Ministry
said Wednesday. “The fatalities included 2,704 children,
1,584 women, and 364 elders,” the ministry spokesman
Ashraf al-Qudra told a press conference in Gaza City.

He said 17,439 other people were injured in the assaults,
while 1,600 people remained trapped under the rubble, in-
cluding 900 children. The spokesman said 73 medics were
killed and 25 ambulances destroyed in the Israeli attacks.
“Gaza’s healthcare system went out of service” amid re-
lentless attacks and critical shortages, al-Qudra said.

Amid concerns the Israel-Hamas conflict will spread across
the Middle East, Israel’s military said its jets struck Syrian
army infrastructure and mortar launchers in response to

rockets launched from Iran ally Syria. The military did not
provide further details. It did not accuse Syria’s army of
firing the two rockets, which set off air raid sirens in the Is-
raeli-occupied Golan Heights. Citing a military source, Syr-
ian state news agency (SANA) said the Israeli attack killed
8 soldiers and wounded 7 more in an “aerial aggression”
near the southwestern city of Deraa. The United States and
Russia are leading international calls for a pause in fighting
between Israel and Hamas to allow aid into Gaza where Pal-
estinians are living in harrowing conditions. US President
Joe Biden and Saudi Arabian Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman spoke by phone on Tuesday and agreed on broad-
er diplomacy “to maintain stability across the region and
prevent the conflict from expanding,” the White House
said. Deadly clashes have intensified between the Is-
raeli military and Palestinians in the occupied West
Bank, and resurged between Israel and Lebanon’s
Hezbollah armed group along the Israeli-Lebanon bor-
der. Iran, which has sought regional ascendancy for
decades, backs both Hezbollah and Hamas, and has
warned Israel to stop its onslaught on Gaza.

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief
Imran Khan on Wednesday
moved the Islamabad High
Court (IHC) against his in-
dictment in the cipher case
by a special court formed un-
der the Official Secrets Act.
Earlier this week, the spe-
cial court indicted Khan and
his deputy Shah Mehmood
Qureshi in the cipher case
that included charges of
violating the secret law by
misusing and misplacing
the diplomatic cable based
on conversations between
Pakistan’s envoy to Wash-
ington and the US diplomat
during the tenure of Khan-
led government last year.
Special court judge Abual-
HasnatZulqarnain read out
the charges, which said
that Imran Khan “illegally
retained and wrongly com-
municated” the cipher.
“The said information/
cipher was relating to top
secret information, which
were interse two states
i.e., United States and Pa-
kistan,” said the charge-
sheet, adding that the PTI
chief used the cipher in a
“prohibited place (jalsa)”
and “wilfully communicat-
ed” the secret information to
the participants, in violation
of “interests of the State of
Pakistan”. In a petition filed
through his counsels Salman
Safdar and Khalid Yousaf to-
day, the incarcerated former
prime minister implored the
IHC to declare his indict-
ment null and void citing
procedural lapses.

President stresses
upon holding of free,

fair, credible elections

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Wednesday emphasized that for the future of the coun-
try, free, fair and credible elections should be held in which all the political parties be given
a level-playing field to contest. In an interview with a private Tv talk show, the president said
different quarters were talking about ensuring level-playing field to all the political parties in the
country. He said the basic norm should be the democracy and all the political leaders should be
given equal opportunities to contest the upcoming elections. To a question, the president main-
tained that he had condemned 9th May incidents as he was always against such acts of damaged
and destruction. To another query, he said that the constitution provided that a president might
continue in the office till election of his successor and as the electoral requirement could not be
met in the absence of assemblies, so leaving his office in vacuum was not good for him. In the
parliamentary system, changes could take place to governments, he said adding, in the past,
unconstitutional elements had derailed the democratic system in the country. The president
expressed that despite difficult times, the country was moving on the path to democracy and
there was a path to move forward. Appreciating former premier Benazir Bhutto, the president
recollected that during 2001 when he was arrested and sent to jail, he was told by the jail author-
ities that contrary to dictatorship era, the environment in jails had been changed under the PPP
government. He said credit should be given to the PPP as a political party that was the standard
bearer of democracy and women'’s rights. The president also lauded former president Asif Ali
Zardari for raising the slogan of ‘Pakistan Khappay’. To a question, the president said the people
had the confidence in the superior courts and appreciated incumbent CJP Justice Qazi Faez Isa
as ‘highly respectable personality’, adding that CJP had unified the court. - DNA
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