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military coop as 
COAS meets Aliyev
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urges action 
on AI threats 
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Shaheen Afridi 
becomes No. 1 
ODI bowler

6 terrorists 
killed in Zhob 

operation
Staff RepoRt

RAWALPINDI: Security 
forces have killed six terror-
ists in an intelligence-based 
operation (IBO) in the Sam-
baza area of Balochistan’s 
Zhob district, the military’s 
media wing said Wednes-
day. The operation took 
place on the night between 
October 31 and November 
1, the Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said in a 
statement. During the op-
eration, an intense fire ex-
change took place between 
own troops and terrorists, 

Continued on Page 06

Self-Defence forceS Day of Japan

ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest  Lt Gen Sarfraz Ahmed, HI(M), Federal Information Minister Murtaza 
Solangi, Ambassador of Japan WADA Mitsuhiro, Defense Attaché, Colonel ABE Kazuo and 

others cutting cake to celebrate the Japan Self-Defence Forces Day 2023. – DNA

IslamabadPOST

Hamas pitches 2-state 
solution as Israeli 

aggression continues

NewS DeSk

GAZA: Head of the Hamas’s political office, 
Ismail Haniyeh said Wednesday that they 
are ready to negotiate a two-state solution 
with Al-Quds as the capital of Palestine. 
Ismail Haniyeh has called on the media-
tors to stop Israel’s ongoing aggression 
adding that Israel has begun ground op-
erations in the Gaza Strip. He added that 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip are fighting 
the Israeli forces on all fronts and that 
they will disclose the real losses of the 
Israeli forces soon. Hostages in the Gaza 
Strip are facing the same atrocities that 
the Gazans face every day, added Hania. 

Continued on Page 06

The death toll includes 3,648 children 
while 22,219 people have been wounded, 

a health ministry statement said

Bolivia, others expel Israeli envoys

Briefs

Former ISI chief 
was behind 

dharna, says 
Khawaja Asif

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: PML N leader 
and former Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif has said that for-
mer ISI chief Lt. Gen ® Faiz 
Hameed was behind the Faiz-
abad dharna.  While speaking 
a TV talk show Khawaja Asif 
said that there was not doubt 
that Gen Faiz mastermined the 
dharna and encouraged the re-
ligious group to stage a sit-in. 
It was the former ISI chief who 
then signed the agreement and 
even paid off the protestors.

CJP wants to
know who was 

the mastermind
Special coRReSpoNDeNt 

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
of Pakistan Wednesday rejected the 
government’s fact-finding committee, 
ordering the Attorney-General for 
Pakistan, Mansoor Usman Awan, to 
form a new inquiry commission soon 
pertaining to the implementation of 
the apex court verdict in the Faizabad 
sit-in case. The fact-finding committee 
was constituted by the government, 
on Friday, to investigate the “role 
and directions” of all “concerned” 
officials in the management and han-
dling of the sit-in in 2017 staged by the 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan gainst the 
then-Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) government.
The orders for a new inquiry commis-
sion came during the hearing of a set 
of petitions against the February 6, 
2019, judgement in the Faizabad dhar-
na case. On February 6, 2019, the SC 
bench comprising the now-Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa 
and Justice Mushir Alam, ruled that 
the intelligence agencies must not ex-
ceed their respective mandates.
Multiple pleas challenging the SC ver-
dict on the Faizabad sit-in were filed 
by the federal government, Ministry 
of Defence, the Pakistan Electronic 
Media Regulatory Authority (Pemra), 

the Intelligence Bureau (IB), the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP), 
Pakistan Tehreek-Insaf (PTI) and oth-
ers. However, most of the petitioners 
retracted their applications recently, 
prompting the CJP Isa to ask “why is 
everyone so afraid to speak the truth”.
“Is it a joke to file a revision petition 
and withdraw it?” CJP Isa remarked 

during the hearing. The court dis-
missed review pleas filed by the IB, 
PTI, the defence ministry, MQM and 
Ijazul Haq for withdrawal. It also is-
sued notices to Sheikh Rashid over 
failure to appear in court and ad-
journed the hearing till November 15.
A three-member SC bench comprising 
the CJP Isa, Justice Aminuddin Khan 
and Justice Athar Minallah heard the 
petitions challenging the ruling.
During the hearing today, the top 
judge said the apex court wanted to 
know who was behind the Faizabad 
sit-in. “We want to know who was the 
mastermind of the Faizabad sit-in,” he 
remarked, expressing annoyance over 
the decision not being implemented 
since its issuance in 2019. The chief 
justice, during the hearing, questioned 
what the incumbent government was 
doing on the implementation of the 
SC’s decision in the sit-in case.
“No one cares about this country,” CJP 
Isa remarked, while Justice Minallah 
said that the county is only for the elites 
and has been occupied by them for the 
last 70 years. Taking a jibe at the gov-
ernment’s non-seriousness towards the 
case, CJP Isa said the court will close 
the case if the government asks it to 
do so. “We will again wait for another 
tragedy like Faizabad to take place. 

Continued on Page 06

Supreme Court rejects govt’s fact-finding committee 
on Faizabad sit-in; wants govt to form a commission 

and devise new Terms of Reference (TORs)

Japanese self
Defence forces
Day celebrated
Ambassador WADA 
says pleased to see 

the progress in 
defense exchanges

aNSaR M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Japan to the Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan, WADA 
Mitsuhiro and Mrs. WADA 
Naoko hosted a reception 
on Wednesday, November 
1st, 2023, to celebrate 
the 69th anniversary of 
the Japan Self-Defense 
Forces(JSDF) Day.  De-
fense Attaché, Colonel ABE 
Kazuo represented the 
Japan Self-Defense Forces 
(JSDF) at the Embassy. Lt 
Gen Sarfraz Ahmed, HI(M), 
was the chief guest on the 
occasion, while Federal 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Murtaza 
Solangi, Federal Health 
and Minorities ministers 

Continued on Page 06

DNa

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has denounced the use of brutal force 
against innocent Palestinians, and 
called for the lifting of the siege and 
opening of a humanitarian corridor for 
Palestinians. He said that Pakistan was 

seriously concerned at the incessant 
Israeli aggression against civilians, 
which had killed thousands of people 
including women, children, and elder-
ly. He stressed that the international 
community should condemn the con-
tinued Israeli aggression in Gaza. He 
stated that Pakistan stood for a total 
withdrawal of Israel from all occupied 

Arab territories, including Jerusalem, 
as well as the establishment of an in-
dependent homeland for Palestinians 
with Al-Quds Sharif as its capital.  The 
President gave these remarks during a 
presentation of diplomatic credentials 
ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. 

Continued on Page 06

Newly-appointed envoys present 
credentials to President Arif Alvi

President denounces use of brutal force against innocent Palestinians

Faizabad sit-in

Crackdown begins 
against illegal migrants
Many held in twin-cities; those facing 

trials or in prison will not be repatriated
MehtaB piRzaDa

ISLAMABAD: Authorities on Wednesday 
launched a crackdown on illegal immigrants 
across the country as the deadline for undoc-
umented foreigners expired a day earlier, 
while thousands of illegal Afghan migrants 
have voluntarily returned to Afghanistan. 
Undocumented foreigners in different parts 
of the country including Karachi, Rawalpin-
di and others are being detained and moved 
to holding centres before being repatriated 
to their respective countries. Caretaker In-
terior Minister Sarfraz Bugti on Tuesday 
announced that the government would start 
a crackdown on undocumented immigrants, 
including hundreds of thousands of Afghan 
nationals, from Thursday (November 2). 
“Only two days are left for a voluntary re-
turn,” Bugti said in a video-recorded state-
ment, adding that the November 1 deadline 
set for the voluntary return will expire on 
Wednesday. Pakistan is home to more than 
4 million Afghan migrants and refugees, 
about 1.7 million of them undocumented, 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan stands 
at the crossroads: 

Imran Khan
faiSal Sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan made it 
clear that Pakistan stood at the cross-
roads; therefore, the legal fraternity 
must start and lead a movement for 
upholding the rights of people of the 
country, foremost their fundamental 
right to vote, to choose their leaders 
and to define their future themselves. 
PTI Chairman, in his message to the 
nation, “It is the fiduciary duty of the 
judiciary and the lawyers to protect 
the Constitution, upon which rests 
the progress of our nation.” He called 
upon: “Therefore, the legal fraternity 
must start and lead a movement for 

Continued on Page 06

Pak to continue 
to support 

Palestinians 
khayaM aBBaSi

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Foreign Min-
ister Jalil Abbas  Jilani while reaffirm-
ing Pakistan’s unwavering support  
for Palestine,  on Wednesday said Pa-
kistan always supported the people of 
Palestinians  and would continue to 
stand by them in future as well. Wind-
ing up debate on the motion regarding 

Continued on Page 06

Entire nation 
stands with 

Palestine
DNA

ISLAMABAD:Min i s te r 
for Infor-
mation and 
Broadcast -
ing Murtaza 
Solangi has 
rea f f i r med 

Pakistan’s firm support 
for the right to self-de-
termination of the people 
of Palestine. Speaking in 
the Senate on Tuesday, 
he said Pakistan has al-
ways raised its voice for 
the Palestinian cause. 
The Information Minis-
ter said Pakistan has a 
principled position on 
Palestine issue and there 
is no change in it. He said 
Israeli state cannot sur-
vive, if the Palestinians 
are deprived of the two-
state solution. He empha-
sized that there will be 
no peace without justice. 

AC summons 
Asif Zardari

DNA
ISLAMABAD: An account-

ability court 
on Wednes-
day sum-
moned 15 
a c c u s e d , 
i n c l u d i n g 

former president Asif Ali 
Zaradri, for appearance on 
December 18 in the Thatta 
water supply reference. For-
mer president Zardari, Ejaz 
Ahmad Khan, and others 
are accused of awarding con-
tract of Thatta water supply 
scheme to Harish & Compa-
ny in violation of rules and 
regulations. Judge Muham-
mad Bashir issued summons 
and directed all the accused 
to ensure their presence on 
next date of hearing. Those 
who have been issued sum-
mons include former secre-
tary Ijaz Ahmad Khan, Ali Ak-
bar, Ijaz Memon, Ali Akbar 
Abro, Khawaja Abdul Ghani 
Majeed, Manahil Majeed and 
Abdul Nadeem Bhutto.

ISLAMABAD: Envoys of Jordan, Holy See, Czech Republic, Brunei and Qatar 
presenting credentials to the President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi. – DNA
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FAISALABAD: All seg-
ments of fine art should be 
exploited aggressively to 
reinvigorate the softness 
in existing dry and harsh 
society of Faisalabad and in 
this connection, the FCCI 
is ready to play its role by 
encouraging artists, arti-
sans and students of this 
genus, said Dr. Khurram 
Tariq President Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (FCCI). He stated 
this while talking to Mo-
hammad Abrar Alam, Direc-
tor Faisalabad Art Council 

(FAC) who visited the FCCI 
along with his team. The 
FCCI President said that 
different types of fine arts 
were deemed necessary to 
sensitize
the heart and soul of peo-
ple as a callous society 
could not survive. He said: 
“We must make conscious 
efforts to revert back to 
the vibrant ethical, moral, 
social and cultural values of 
the east”. He further said 
that Pakistan had religious 
sites for Buddhas.
He particularly mentioned 
“Gul Mittho” in Hunza val-
ley which is a sacred site for 
Buddha sect of Korea, but 

we failed to promote this 
religious tourism. About 
a proposed musical festi-
val during this month, Dr. 
Khurram Tariq said that lo-
cal artists and singers must 
be given priority to express 
their talent in it. “The FAC 
can provide them a jumping 
pad to perform at the pro-
vincial and national level”, 
he said and added that the 
event could be arranged 
immediately after the con-
clusion of “Loke Virsa” in 
Lahore. He also proposed 
a “Wall of Fame” in FAC to 
acknowledge and pay trib-
ute to the legendary per-
sonalities of this area who 

had excelled in any field of 
life. He said the Faisalabad 
Literary Festival could also 
be arranged in the month of 
December. He also stressed 
the need for organizing 
these events with innova-
tive ideas instead of tread-
ing on the old bitten track. 
He also quoted literary sit-
tings regularly held in Fais-
alabad after independence 
and said that it produced 
world fame singer Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Khan. He assured 
to assist different events or-
ganized in the FAC. He said 
the Art Council should also 
arrange events, in which 
local industrialists and busi-

ness community could also 
participate along with their 
family members in a cozy 
and placate environment. 
He also assured to ink an 
MOU for close collabora-
tion between FCCI and 
FAC. Earlier, Abrar Alam 
explained in detail the 
aims and objectives of FAC 
and said that he had plans 
to infuse new spirit in the 
FAC in collaboration with 
the local communities with 
a dominating role of FCCI. 
Deputy Director Muham-
mad Imran Raza and FAC 
Assistant Director Asad 
Hayat were also present on 
the occasion.

FCCI ready to encouraging artists, artisans, students
The FCCI President said that different types of fine arts were deemed necessary  

to sensitize the heart and soul of people as a callous society could not survive

CPEC airport 
project boosts 

Baluchistan tourism

ISLAMABAD: A high powered delegation let by the Ambassador of Republic of Turkiye to Pakistan 
H.E Mehmet Paçacı called on the Caretaker Federal Minister for Education and Professional  

Training, Madad Ali Sindhi at his office.—DNA

aDil ShaheeN

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan’s southwest 
Balochistan province has the potential 
to become a hub of domestic and in-
ternational tourism after the inaugu-
ration of the New Gwadar Internation-
al Airport, a donation by the Chinese 
government under the framework of 
the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC), a Pakistani official said.
“In recent years, Balochistan has ex-
perienced a notable surge in domestic 
tourism and with the commencement 
of the airport operations, geographi-
cal distances are expected to dimin-
ish, paving the way for an influx of 
tourists into Gwadar and its surround-
ing regions,” Managing Director of 
Pakistan Tourism Development Cor-
poration (PTDC) Aftab ur Rehman 
Rana said in an interview with Xinhua. 
To facilitate tourism, the PTDC will 
establish a tourist information center 
at the airport to provide them with 
comprehensive information about ho-
tels, tourist sites, and all other basic 
information, the officer said.
He added that in order to tap the po-
tential of the airport, the Balochistan 
Coastal Development Authority has 
made a master plan, and marked the 
areas along the coast on which tour-

ist sites will be developed.Balochistan 
boasts a stunning coastal stretch, and 
there are ongoing efforts to develop 
eco-tourism resorts, beach parks, 
floating jetties, and relaxation spots 
along this coastline to cater to both 
domestic and international tourists, 
including those visiting Gwadar for 
business reasons,” Rana added. 
Talking about the security of the 
tourists, he said that in the initial 
stage, group tourism will be per-
mitted, primarily driven by securi-
ty considerations. “Tourists will be 
required to share their travel plans 
with a dedicated tourism police 
force, which will be established to 
enhance safety and support tourism 
activities. During this phase, tour-
ists will receive security provisions 
as they travel in organized groups,” 
Rana said. Subsequently, in the sec-
ond phase, individual tourists will 
have the opportunity to explore the 
area independently when tourism 
becomes more common, and a com-
prehensive security plan is estab-
lished in the area, he added. Laud-
ing CPEC for playing a great role in 
promoting tourism in his country, 
Rana said that its road network pass-
es almost through the whole of Paki-
stan, and all major tourism sites are 
around the CPEC route.  In recent 

years, Pakistan’s domestic tourism 
has boomed, and CPEC is the ma-
jor driving factor behind it because 
it enhanced connectivity and made 
road travel easy and shorter for the 
tourists,” he added. The officer said 
that they are currently engaged in 
discussions with Chinese tour op-
erators to attract China’s outbound 
tourists and business professionals 
to Pakistan. In line with these ef-
forts, a group of tour operators from 
China recently visited Pakistan, and 
a delegation of Pakistani tour oper-
ators is scheduled to visit China to 
participate in the China Outbound 
Travel and Tourism Market exhibi-
tion in November, the PTDC officials 
said. “Pakistan has a great business 
potential in the tourism sector, and 
if Chinese investors invest in build-
ing hotels and resorts in Pakistan, it 
will not only attract Chinese tourists 
to Pakistan but also uplift the overall 
tourism industry in the country,” he 
added. 
Launched in 2013, CPEC, a flagship 
project of the China-proposed Belt 
and Road Initiative, is a corridor 
linking Pakistan’s Gwadar port with 
Kashgar in northwest China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region, highlight-
ing energy, transport, and industrial 
cooperation.

GP nominates Waqar as 
member of  Syndicate 
of Chakwal University

DNa
ISLAMABAD : The Gov-
ernor Punjab Muhammad 
Baligh ur Rehman Khan 
has nominated Waqar Za-
far Bakhtawari, President, 
Chakwal Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry as the 
Person of Eminence and 
Member of the Syndicate of 
the University of Chakwal 
for a period of 3 years. The 
Higher Education Depart-
ment of the Government of 
Punjab has issued a formal 
notification for the nomina-
tion of Waqar Bakhtawari as 
Member of the Syndicate of 
the University of Chakwal.
Commenting on this devel-
opment, Waqar Zafar Bakht-
awari thanked the Governor 
Punjab Muhamad Baligh ur 
Rehman Khan for reposing 

confidence in his abilities 
and nominating him for this 
prestigious position. He 
said that as member of the 
Syndicate of Chakwal Uni-
versity, he would contribute 
his best to raise the educa-
tional standards of the Uni-
versity of Chakwal to bring 
it at par with the top-rank-
ing universities of Pakistan.  
Waqar Bakhtawari said 

that Pakistan is a country 
of very young population 
and by providing the youth 
with the high-quality edu-
cation, this great asset can 
be transformed into a huge 
dividend for the country to 
drive it on the fast econom-
ic growth. He said that he 
would specifically focus on 
promoting entrepreneur-
ship in youth so that they 
could start their own busi-
ness and contribute more 
effectively to the economic 
development of the coun-
try. He was of the view that 
the induction of qualified 
persons from the private sec-
tor in the executive body of 
universities would be helpful 
in improving the educational 
standards and turning uni-
versities into the centers of 
excellence for the youth.

Punjab declares 
smog emergency

CM Naqvi advised the provincial ministers  
to undertake visits to both government and  
private schools starting tomorrow to ensure  

compliance with the mask mandate 

DNa

LAHORE : In a critical move 
to address the worsening 
smog crisis, a smog emer-
gency has been officially de-
clared across the province of 
Punjab on Wednesday.
This sweeping measure was 
announced by Punjab Chief 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi fol-
lowing a comprehensive 
meeting that brought to-
gether provincial ministers, 
top officials, environmental 
experts, and health special-
ists. At the meeting, environ-
mental and health experts 
provided insights on combat-
ing the smog and outlined 
preventative measures to 
mitigate its adverse effects. 
Notably, experts expressed 

scepticism about the effec-
tiveness of school closures 
and transport shutdowns as 
viable solutions to the issue. 
One of the immediate ac-
tions taken is the imposition 
of a mandatory mask rule for 
all students, encompassing 
both government and private 
schools, to safeguard their 
health. Chief Minister Mo-
hsin Naqvi urged the general 
public to also make use of 
masks to protect themselves. 
CM Naqvi advised the provin-
cial ministers to undertake 
visits to both government 
and private schools starting 
tomorrow to ensure compli-
ance with the mask mandate. 
The CM said measures are 
being put in place to penal-
ize those who fail to adhere 
to smog-reduction protocols, 

including proper disposal of 
construction materials and 
crop residue.
To further address the crisis, 
the chief minister ordered 
the withdrawal of challans 
(fines) against farmers 
during the smog season, 
emphasizing the need for 
responsible disposal of crop 
residue. Furthermore, ef-
forts to curb smog-emitting 
vehicles and factories will 
continue without exception. 
Provincial Ministers SM 
Tanveer, Dr Javed Akram, 
Aamir Mir, Mansoor Qadir, 
Ibrahim Murad, Inspector 
General Police Dr Usman, 
Additional Chief Secretary 
Interior, and secretaries 
from various departments 
and other officials attended 
the meeting.

Commitment ready to clean 
Rawalpindi city: RCCI

 
DNa

RAWALPINDI:  President 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Rawalpindi and 
Chairman WMC Saqib Rafiq 
along with the operational 
team visited Sarafa Bazar as 
part of the ongoing weekly 
cleaning campaign and re-
viewed the cleaning campaign 
and issued instructions to 
make the monitoring more ef-
fective by taking the business 
community along.
Senior Vice President Mu-
hammad Hamza Sarvosh, Vice 
President Faisal Shahzad were 
also with him. Saqib Rafiq 
instructed the supervisor to 
stay in touch with the rep-
resentatives of the business 
community and make the 
monitoring system effective, 
clean the drains in the narrow 
streets and Ensure zero waste, 
On this occasion, business 
representatives Sheikh Asif 
Idris, Fayyaz Qureshi, Tariq 
Mughal and others also gave 

suggestions to Chamber 
President Saqib Rafiq regard-
ing solutions to parking prob-
lems, cleanliness and traffic 
congestion.
Earlier, Chairman RWMC 
Saqib Rafiq visited Purodhai 

Union Council 7 and 8 Army 
Colony and reviewed the 
cleanliness drive. He also 
issued orders to the supervi-
sor. He said that the cleaning 
campaign will continue till 
November 20. He said that 

he is determined to make 
the city of Rawalpindi clean 
under Mission Clean Rawal-
pindi. Under the cleaning 
campaign, the city will be 
completely clean. To do and 
ensure zero waste.

Kia 
announces 

another
 major cut in 

car prices
KARACHI : KIA Lucky 
Motors in Pakistan has 
announced another cut in 
the prices of their vehicles. 
Earlier this month, KIA 
Pakistan became the first 
local car company to an-
nounce a reduction in pric-
es of its cars.  The company 
decreased the rates of its 
different vehicles due to the 
appreciation of Pakistani 
rupee against the US dol-
lar.  In its statement then, 
the company stated the 
Kia is thrilled to share the 
benefits with its custom-
ers.  This decision reflects 
Kia’s commitment to deliv-
ering value and satisfaction 
to its loyal customer base. 
And now, the company has 
announced a second price 
reduction within a month. 
The new prices are effec-
tive from October 31, 2023. 
The prices of Kia Sorento 
and Kia Carnival have been 
reduced by Lucky Motors 
Corporation (LMC). It is 
pertinent to mention that 
the company has announced 
different price reductions 
on full payment and month-
ly installments. The previ-
ous price of Sorento 2.4L 
FWD on full payment was 
Rs10,300,00, and now it will 
cost Rs8,999,000, mean-
ing there is a difference of 
Rs1,301,000. The price tag 
of the same car on equal 
monthly installment was 
Rs10,800,000, and after a 
decrease of Rs1,601,000, its 
new price is Rs9,199,000. 
On full payment, Sorento 
2.4L AWD was available for 
Rs11,200,000.—APP

IG Police for enhancing  
capacity to curb terrorist

QUETTA : Inspector Gen-
eral (IG) Police Balochistan 
Abdul Khaliq Shaikh said 
on Wednesday that steps 
were being taken to pro-
vide latest training to po-
lice and other law enforce-
ment agencies (LAEs) to 
enhance their capacity to 
curb terrorist activities and 
maintain durable peace in 
the province.
He expressed these views 
while addressing the pass-
ing out parade of the 98th 
batch of police officers at 
the Police Training College 
(PTC), Quetta. The batch 
consisted of 839 officers, 
including 11 assistant direc-
tors, 38 sergeants, 790 cor-

porals, and 33 lady officers.
IG Shaikh said that the 
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) was an agency 
that was capable of collect-
ing intelligence, investi-
gating terrorist incidents, 
and punishing criminals. He 
said that Balochistan was the 
largest province of Pakistan 
in terms of area and was im-
portant in the world in view 
of its geographical location 
and importance, and that 
maintaining peace and order 
in the area was no less than a 
challenge. He added that es-
tablishing sustainable peace 
in the province was the top 
priority of the current gov-
ernment. IG Shaikh said 

that the Balochistan Police 
had played a valuable role in 
maintaining law and order 
despite the lack of resourc-
es by making many changes 
and adopting new strategies. 
He said that the Balochistan 
Police had decided to recruit 
separate corporal staff in the 
CTD according to interna-
tional standards using a new 
strategy to prevent terrorist 
activities.
He also said that the police 
uniform was a symbol of 
trust and that officers should 
never let its sanctity be vio-
lated. He urged them to re-
store their trust in the hearts 
of the people by their behav-
ior.—APP

PIA gets 
Rs550 

million from 
Religious 
Ministry

DNa

KARACHI : Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA), 
which is facing acute fi-
nancial crisis these days, 
has received Rs550 million 
from the Ministry of Reli-
gious Affairs. In this connec-
tion, the ministry officials 
have handed a cheque to the 
airline’s representative.
 Sources said that the min-
istry had to pay the amount 
to the airline under the head 
of Hajj flight operation. But 
since the post of secretary in 
the ministry had been lying 
vacant since the transfer of 
Dr. Aftab Ahmed Durrani to 
the Ministry of Interior on 
September 18, it could not 
make payments to different 
airlines, they disclosed.
Sources further said that 
the national flag carrier had 
paid 95 per cent of the total 
amount, while the remaining 
five per cent was paid in the 
last few days. They revealed 
that the PIA had to suffer a 
loss of over Rs8 billion due 
to the cancellation of 340 
flights in 11 days on account of 
non-supply of fuel. 

WASA to get 
new machinery 

before June 
2024

MULTAN: Deputy Com-
missioner, Rizwan Qadeer on 
Wednesday said that the new 
machinery would be provid-
ed to Water and Sanitation 
Agency (WASA) to improve its 
system before June 2024  He 
expressed these views during 
his visit to the agency’s head 
office here. Managing Direc-
tor WASA Chaudhary Danish 
gave briefing on WASA recov-
ery and performance. The DC 
said that the WASA had been 
given a special task to resolve 
sewerage problems and pro-
viding clean drinking water 
in the city Punjab government 
has provided ample funds to 
WASA in that regard.  He di-
rected WASA officials to com-
plete  development projects 
and restore the roads immedi-
ately.—APP

PTDC will establish a tourist information center at the airport  
to provide them with comprehensive information about hotels, 

 tourist sites, and all other basic information



Wafaqi 
Mohtasib 

constitutes 
inspection 

team for 
addressing 
complaints 

regarding CDA
ISLAMABAD: Taking cogni-
zance of the large number 
of persistent complaints 
against the Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA), 
Wafaqi Mohtasib, Ejaz Ah-
mad Qureshi constituted an 
inspection team to visit the 
Central Directorate of CDA 
to ascertain the status of its 
service delivery arrange-
ments and suggest remedial 
measures. The inspection 
team is comprised of Sen-
ior Advisor Ahmad Farooq, 
Deputy Advisor Pervez Hal-
eem and Senior Investiga-
tion Officer, Adnan Ahmad.
The complaints were most-
ly about the traffic mess 
caused by the expansion 
work being carried out 
by CDA on the Park Road 
and Islamabad Express-
way, depleted condition of 
roads and streets, defective 
sewerage system, delayed 
payments to contractors, 
substandard construction 
of infrastructure and delay 
in payment of pension and 
retirement benefits to its 
workers.   The Inspection 
Team met with the Chair-
man CDA Capt (Rtd) Anwar 
Ul Haq and other executives 
of the civic body to get first-
hand knowledge about these 
complaints and discussed 
with them various measures 
for timely resolution of the 
public complaints.  The team 
went around different sec-
tions of the CDA Directorate 
including One Window Facil-
itation Desk and interacted 
with the residents who had 
come there to get redressal 
of their complaints.  The 
team observed that the pub-
lic at large was facing prob-
lems due to an inordinate 
delay in the completion of 
the construction work.  The 
team advised CDA authori-
ties to come up with a time 
frame for the completion of 
its ongoing projects.  The 
team also advised the con-
cerned authorities to com-
plete the process for issuing 
completion and transfer 
letters within 45 days and 
objections, if any, must be 
raised and settled within 
30 days.  The Team direct-
ed the CDA administration 
not to depute an officer 
below the rank of BS-19 
to represent CDA in the 
investigation process of 
the Wafaqi Mohtasib. Ear-
lier, the CDA Member (IT) 
briefed the Inspection Team 
about the CDA Management 
Information System (MIS) .

PRCS unveils 192 KV 
solar System at HQs
Chairman Laghari expressed his enthusiasm, stating, “This solarization  

project is a symbol of our commitment to a greener and more sustainable future 
DNa

ISLAMABAD: In a groundbreak-
ing move towards sustainable en-
ergy and the enhancement of hu-
manitarian services, Chairman 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari 
proudly inaugurated the 192 KV 
Solarization Project at the PRCS 
National Headquarters.  Mark-
ing a significant leap forward in 
the organization’s commitment 
to social responsibility and en-
vironmental stewardship, the 
solarization initiative not only 
demonstrates a pioneering step 
in green energy adoption but 
also underscores the PRCS’s 
dedication to uplifting the Na-
tional Society and advancing its 
humanitarian mission. 
Under the visionary leadership 
of Chairman Laghari, the Paki-
stan Red Crescent Society has 
been on the forefront of trans-
formative initiatives, contribut-
ing to the overall improvement 
of humanitarian service deliv-
ery. During his tenure, Chair-

man Laghari has spearheaded 
a series of strategic measures 
aimed at enhancing the welfare 
of PRCS staff, empowering them 

through capacity building pro-
grams, and facilitating interna-
tional training opportunities for 
both staff and volunteers. 

The 192 KV Solarization Project 
stands as a testament to Chair-
man Laghari’s forward-thinking 
approach, aligning the PRCS 

with global efforts towards sus-
tainability and environmental 
conservation. The solar panels, 
strategically installed at the 
National Headquarters, will not 
only reduce the carbon footprint 
but also result in long-term cost 
savings, allowing for redirected 
resources towards impactful hu-
manitarian projects.  Chairman 
Laghari expressed his enthu-
siasm, stating, “This solariza-
tion project is a symbol of our 
commitment to a greener and 
more sustainable future. By har-
nessing the power of the sun, 
we are not only reducing our 
environmental impact but also 
ensuring that our resources are 
directed towards initiatives that 
make a meaningful difference in 
the lives of those we serve.” As 
the Pakistan Red Crescent So-
ciety continues to evolve under 
Chairman Sardar Shahid Ahmed 
Laghari’s dynamic leadership, 
this latest milestone highlights 
the organization’s dedication to 
innovation, sustainability, and, 
above all, serving humanity with 
passion and purpose. 
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NOVEMBER
Nov 01/Algeria
National Day

Nov 04/Italy
Armed Forces Day

Nov 07/Russian Fed-
eration

Socialist Revolution

Nov 09/Cambodia
National Day

Nov 11/Poland
Independence Day

Nov 14/Jordan
Birthday of King 

Hussein

Nov 15/Belgium
Kings Day

Nov 15/Brazil
Republic Day

Nov 15/Turkish  
Republic of Northern 

Cyprus
National Day

Nov 18/Oman
National Day

Nov 18/Morocco
Independence Day

Nov 21/Bangladesh
Armed Forces Day

Nov 22/Lebanon
Independence Day

Nov 25/Suriname
National Day

Nov 28/Mauritania
National Day

Nov 28/Albania
Flags Day

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan Jemal Beker met with the Ambassador of  
Kazakhstan Erjan Kistafin and extended condolences on the loss of lives in fire.—DNA

Rwanda wants to increase 
business, investment ties with Pak

DNa

ISLAMABAD: A delegation 
led by Dr. Kalinda Fran-
cois-Xavier, President of 
the Senate of the Republic 
of Rwanda visited Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry and exchanged 
views with the business 
community to further en-
hance business and invest-
ment relations with Paki-
stan. Senator Murangwa 
Ndangiza Hadidja Chairper-
son of the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs of Rwanda, 
H.E. James Kimonyo Am-
bassador of Rwanda, Faroo-
que A. Khawaja Honorary 
Consul General of Rwan-
da to Pakistan and others 
were in the delegation. 
Senator Zeeshan Khanzada 
also accompanied the del-
egation. Speaking on the 
occasion, Dr. Kalinda Fran-

cois-Xavier, President of 
the Senate of the Republic 
of Rwanda said that bilater-
al relations between Rwan-
da and Pakistan are on 
good track and they want 
to further strengthen them 
in various fields including 
trade, investment, ICT 
and other sectors. He said 
that Rwanda is negotiating 
many MoUs with Pakistan 
to expand and deepen bilat-
eral relations. He stressed 
that the Pakistani business 
community should explore 
Rwanda which offers great 
opportunities for business 
and investment.
H.E. James Kimonyo Ambas-
sador of Rwanda briefed the 
business community about 
the comprehensive reforms 
in Rwanda for foreign inves-
tors including zero import 
tariffs, tax holidays, one stop 
shop facility and stressed 
that the Pakistani business 

community should invest in 
Rwanda in mining, manufac-
turing, energy, agriculture, 
financial services and other 
sectors as Rwanda is the 
best place for doing busi-
ness. He said that Rwanda 
is considering opening its 
embassy in Pakistan that 
would help further improve 
bilateral trade ties. Address-
ing the delegation, Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry briefed 
the delegation about the role 
of SIFC, which is providing 
one window facility to inves-
tors. He said that under the 
guidance of COAS General 
Asim Munir, SIFC is getting 
significant investment from 
China and Arab countries 
and stressed that investors 
of Rwanda should also take 
benefit of its services to 
make investment in Paki-
stan. He said that Pakistan 

and Rwanda should sign a 
preferential trade agree-
ment to improve bilateral 
trade. He said that Rwanda 
should open its embassy in 
Pakistan, which is very im-
portant for improving bilat-
eral relations. He said that 
both countries should en-
courage regular exchange of 
trade delegations to explore 
all untapped areas of mutual 
cooperation. He said that 
Pakistan can export many 
products to Rwanda includ-
ing textiles, rice, pharma-
ceuticals, surgical & medical 
instruments, cement, pro-
cessed food and others and 
stressed that Rwanda should 
increase its imports from 
Pakistan. Senator Zeeshan 
Khanzada said that Rwanda 
is a good place for business 
and the private sector of 
Pakistan should explore it 
for business and investment 
activities. 

CPDI, IL hold one-day seminar
ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Peace and Development Initiatives (CPDI) in collaboration with Individualland (IL) Wednes-
day organized a one-day seminar on ‘CSOs engagement session’ with Federal and Provincial Institutions for Social In-
clusion The event marks a significant milestone to foster collaborative partnerships and effective dialogue between the 
provincial, federal institutions and civil society, said a press release. During introductory remarks, Mukhtar Ahmad Ali, 
Executive Director CPDI emphasized the pivotal role of inclusive governance in driving progress.  He underscored the 
indispensable role of the Right to Information (RTI) in promoting transparency and accountability. Additionally, he high-
lighted the significant impact of the establishment of Information Commissions, which served to streamline and facilitate 
the process of accessing vital information. Zahid Abdullah, RTI advisor to CPDI brought attention to a critical issue 
through his comprehensive report “The Invisibility of Women with Disabilities in National Data Sets: Gender Disparities 
in Access to Disability-Insignia CNICs.”  His findings revealed a stark contrast: among the 592,072 disabilityinsignia 
#CNICs issued across the nation, a significant gender gap emerged, with 420,715 issued to males and a notably lower 
count of 171,357 issued to females. Aqal Sajjad, a distinguished Research Fellow at Arizona University, emphasized the 
pivotal role of local government, delving into its significance from both national and international vantage points.  Notably, 
he highlighted the vital function of local governance in cultivating effective and ethical leadership.  He also underscored 
the indispensable nature of citizen consultation as a cornerstone of authentic democratic processes. Shoaib Siddique, 
Chief Information Commissioner at Pakistan Information Commission, provided a comprehensive update on the progress 
of the RTI Act 2017. He commended CPDI and CSOs for their proactive engagement in exercising their right to access 
information. He also emphasized the crucial role of empirical studies in assessing the influence of RTI laws on citizens’ ac-
cess to information.  Utilizing data-driven insights, we could fortify transparency measures and enhance citizen empowerment, 
he added. Imran Javed Qureshi, Legal Advisor to Punjab Commission on the Status of Women (PCSW), underscored the crucial 
role of the PCSW in assessing government policies for gender equality.  Operating as a key governmental entity in Punjab, 
the PCSW prioritizes women’s rights and empowerment across diverse societal domains.—APP

National folk 
festival to promote 

cultural tourism
It is pertinent to mention here, the 

festival would be conducted under the 
theme ’Peace and Harmony through 

Cultural Diversity’ offers an immense 
opportunity to enjoy the rich culture 

of all the provinces
ISLAMABAD: The National Folk Festival (Lok Mela) will 
promote cultural tourism as a large number of local tour-
ists come from various parts of the country to enjoy  amaz-
ing and mega event in the capital. Talking to APP here on 
Wednesday,  Pakistan Tourism Development Corporation 
(PTDC) official said that the biggest folk festival in the 
country called Lok Mela scheduled to be held from No-
vember 3 to 12.  It is being organized by the National 
Heritage and Culture Division at Lok Virsa, he added. 
He said the festival would attract tourists massively to 
serve them with cultural and traditional treats by featur-
ing a variety of activities such as provincial pavilions, food 
stalls, shopping at traditional stalls and music programmes 
that would reflect and unveil the rich cultural diversity of 
the country.  The official said that the exceptional festival 
would encourage and fascinate the folk lovers to throng 
the federal capital and enjoy the music, traditional danc-
es, arts and handicraft.  The cultural nights being part 
of the unique folk mela would also entrain the tourists, 
he added.  It is pertinent to mention here, the festival 
would be conducted under the theme ’Peace and Harmo-
ny through Cultural Diversity’ offers an immense oppor-
tunity to enjoy the rich culture of all the provinces.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: In a groundbreaking 
initiative aimed at bolstering Paki-
stan’s agricultural sector, USAID’s 
Economic Recovery and Develop-
ment Activity, in collaboration with 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Agri-
culture Research Department and lo-
cal farmers, is pioneering an innova-
tive approach to certified wheat seed 
production in District Mardan. This 
project, termed “Enhancing Wheat 
Seed Production through Seed Cluster 
Approach,” promises to bring about 
transformative changes in the region’s 
wheat production capabilities, accord-
ing to a press release issued here on 
Wednesday. Pakistan, being the 8th 
largest wheat producer globally and 
the 3rd largest in Asia, has a significant 
stake in agriculture, contributing 7.8 
percent of the value added in the sector 
and 1.8 percent of the country’s GDP 
(Economic Survey of Pakistan 2021-
2022).  To address the challenges faced 
by wheat farmers in procuring good 

quality high-yielding wheat seed sus-
tainably, the seed cluster approach has 
been adopted. Dr. Shakeel Kakakhel, 
Deputy Chief of Party for USAID’s 
Economic Recovery and Develop-
ment Activity, highlighted the activi-
ty’s significance, stating, “In KP, the 
yield of wheat has remained low as 
compared to other provinces.  The 
average yield in Punjab and Sindh is 
2.9 tons/hectare, while average yield 
of wheat in KP is 1.56 tons/hectare. 
Various factors such as lack of high 
yielding varieties, water shortages, 
and uneven pesticide and fertilizer 
applications cause yield to be relative-
ly lower.  Seed determines more than 
any other element of what result a 
crop can achieve.” The annual wheat 
seed requirement of KP is around 
30,000 tons, while only 7 percent 
(2,100 tons) of certified wheat seed 
is available to farmers according to 
Federal Seed Certification and Regis-
tration Department .   The remaining 
seed comes from informal sources 
either farmers’ saved seed or seed 
obtained from fellow farmers, mid-

dlemen, or village shops, where in-
formation about the source of variety 
is in most cases unknown.  Under the 
cluster approach, 250 farmers in Saw-
al Dher, District Mardan, will receive 
basic wheat seed for 250 acres of land, 
blended fertilizer, plant stimulant, and 
handholding a move aimed at strength-
ening the foundation of the wheat 
farming community in the region.  This 
activity will ensure that certified seed 
is available to local farmers of district 
Mardan and adjoining districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa in the years to come. 
Using certified wheat seed will guaran-
tee an increase in yield by 15-20%, thus 
minimizing KP dependency on other 
provinces for major staple crop. Fazal 
Wahab, Director Planning Agriculture 
Research in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, ex-
pressed his enthusiasm, saying, “This 
project is a significant step toward 
modernizing wheat seed production 
in our region. We believe it will not 
only benefit the farmers but also help 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa maintain its 
position as a major wheat producer 
in Pakistan.” The key to the success 

of the seed cluster approach lies in 
the training and support provided 
to selected seed growers.  These 
growers will receive comprehensive 
training in certified seed production 
techniques, courtesy the Agricultural 
Research KP and the federal Seed 
Certification and Registration Depart-
ment. With this knowledge, they will 
produce high-quality seeds that meet 
required standards. Akbar Ali Shah, 
a progressive grower from Mardan, 
expressed his optimism, noting, “I am 
excited about this project as it offers 
us an opportunity to contribute to our 
community’s growth and produce bet-
ter wheat seeds. This initiative will not 
only increase our income but also boost 
the region’s agriculture.” The “Enhanc-
ing Wheat Seed Production through 
Seed Cluster Approach” project em-
bodies a collective effort to empower 
local farmers, improve crop yield, 
and fortify KP’s standing as a major 
wheat producer.  It is anticipated that 
this innovative approach will provide 
long-term benefits for the farming 
community in Mardan.

USAID project to enhance wheat seed production 

Briefs
NPO to 

organize 
webinar 
on tax & 

regulatory 
compliance

 
ISLAMABAD: The National 
Productivity Organization 
(NPO) will conduct a webi-
nar on ‘tax and regulatory 
compliance ‘ on November 
09 (Thursday). Tax regula-
tions means tax and other 
laws statute, ordinance, 
rule, order or other applica-
tion of the laws applicable 
in a given country as well 
as any international treaty 
whereas tax compliance is 
the framework designed by 
the regulators to ensure the 
transparent governance in 
the individual or business 
decision to comply with the 
tax laws in a given country, 
according to an NPO docu-
ment shared here Wednes-
day.  The objective of the 
training aimed to help un-
derstand the basic taxation 
laws applicable, how to han-
dle compliance, business 
to increase their credibility 
and to avail the benefits as-
sociated.—APP

Excise staff 
to offer 
vehicle 

registration
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
residents can now register, 
transfer, and pay token tax-
es for their vehicles at the 
Rose and Jasmine Garden 
parking lot today from 3 to 5 
pm. The excise staff will be 
present at the parking lot on 
the instructions of Deputy 
Commissioner Islamabad 
Irfan Nawaz Memon, ICT 
spokesman Dr AbdullahTaba-
sum said.  The Facilitation 
Center Doorstep ICT Vehicle 
will also be there to provide 
other ICT-related services, 
such as domicile certificates, 
birth certificates, powers of 
attorney, international driv-
ing permits, fuel permits, 
and more. This initiative is 
aimed at making it easier 
for Islamabad residents to 
avail of these services with-
out having to travel to the 
excise office. It is also part 
of the government’s efforts 
to digitize and streamline its 
services. The services are 
digitized and streamlined, 
making them more efficient 
and convenient. Residents 
can save time and money by 
availing of these services at 
their doorstep.—APP

AIOU special 
focus on 
providing 

quality 
education at 

doorstep
 

DNa

ISLAMABAD):Regional Di-
rector of Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) Sukkur 
Region Prof. Atta Hussain 
Musvi here Wednesday 
said that the university 
special focus was on pro-
viding quality education 
to students at their door-
steps. The swift centers 
were set up across the 
country including Sukkur, 
he added. Talking to APP 
here, Prof Atta Hussain 
Musvi said that the AIOU 
was engaging able faculty 
members, tutors, and re-
source persons. He said 
that the aim of the univer-
sity was to provide high-
er education to male and 
female students without 
any discrimination on the 
basis of reasonable fees.

KPCL 
releases 

fish stock in 
Jhelum river 
to safeguard 
endangered 

species
ISLAMABAD: Karot Power 
Co. Ltd. (KPCL) released 
5,000 fingerlings of Mahse-
er fish into River Jhelum to 
safeguard the endangered 
species. The move is part of 
KPCL’s Biodiversity Man-
agement Plan, under which 
a total of 300,000 Mahseer 
fingerlings will be released 
into Jhelum River to restore 
its population. The Mahse-
er fingerlings were trans-
ported from Punjab Fisher-
ies department’s hatcheries 
in Hattian, Attock, Deputy 
GM CSAIL Aftab Alam told 
Gwadar Pro.  
The fish species faces nu-
merous threats to its sur-
vival, including habitat de-
struction and illegal sand 
mining in the area. KPCL 
is a subsidiary of China 
Three Gorges South Asia 
Investment Ltd. (CSAIL) 
and operates the 720MWs 
Karot hydropower plant 
on Jhelum River, the first 
hydropower project com-
pleted under China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC). —APP

IRSA releases 
109,700 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Wednesday released 
109,700 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with 
inflow of 56,400 cusecs.  
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1523.68 feet and 
was 125.68 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam was recorded as 
28,100 cusecs and 50,000 
cusecs respectively. 
The water level in River 
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 
1202.60 feet, which was 
152.60 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 8,600 cusecs 
and 40,000 cusecs respec-
tively.—APP

Pak Pre-COP28 reveals 
climate-security vulnerabilities

Experts at the roundtable highlighted the multidimensional nature of the climate-security nexus, 
emphasizing that climate change is not only a traditional security threat but also poses economic and 

social challenges. Competition for resources, particularly water, was identified as a significant security 
concern, and the need to connect the dots between security and climate was emphasized

DNa
 
ISLAMABAD: The Civil Society 
Coalition for Climate Change 
(CSCCC), with the support from 
United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP) and the United Arab 
Emirates Embassy to Pakistan, 
hosted a roundtable discussion 
as part of its pre-COP28 prepa-
rations on the interplay between 
climate change and security. Ti-
tled “The Arc of Vulnerability: 
Climate-Security Nexus,” this 
event brought together distin-
guished experts, academic, civil 
society actors, and stakeholders 
to explore the complex and mul-
tifaceted issues surrounding the 
nexus. The roundtable delved 
into various dimensions of vul-
nerability, ranging from the 

mountainous regions to coastal 
communities, with a focus on 
representing the subnational 
perspective.  
 Aisha Khan, Chief Executive 
CSCCC opened the session 
with welcome remarks, and re-
iterated the need for sustained 
engagement with diverse stake-
holders for interdisciplinary and 
integrated approach in policy 
planning.  
 During the keynote speech, 
Amir Khan Goraya, Assistant 
Resident Representative at the 
UNDP highlighted that the dev-
astating floods in 2022 served as 
stark reminders of the nation’s 
vulnerability to climate change, 
prompting a growing awareness 
among the population. Howev-
er, bridging the gap between 
awareness and effective action 

remains a challenge that needs 
focused attention. He encour-
aged Civil society organizations 
(CSOs) to play a crucial role in 
advocacy, raising awareness, 
working with the government, 
and building community resil-
ience.  Experts at the roundtable 
highlighted the multidimension-
al nature of the climate-security 
nexus, emphasizing that climate 
change is not only a traditional 
security threat but also poses 
economic and social challenges. 
Competition for resources, par-
ticularly water, was identified 
as a significant security con-
cern, and the need to connect 
the dots between security and 
climate was emphasized.  The 
discussion moved towards nec-
essary reforms, including the in-
tegration of climate change into 

national security policies. The 
roundtable emphasized the im-
portance of developing a coher-
ent approach to climate change 
at both the vertical and horizon-
tal levels of governance. Insti-
tutional reforms, collaborative 
efforts across government de-
partments, and mainstreaming 
climate change into various sec-
tors were seen as vital steps in 
addressing climate change effec-
tively.  articipants emphasized 
the need for accountability, own-
ership, and the enforcement of 
climate-related legislation. They 
called for greater collaboration 
between government and devel-
opment sectors, with a focus on 
aligning projects with climate 
resilience and sustainability. 
Climate change was viewed as 
a development issue, and it was 

suggested that policies and leg-
islation should reflect this per-
spective. The discussion also 
highlighted the importance of 
accurate data collection, better 
data sharing, and enhanced sen-
sitization of communities. It was 
noted that sensitization should 
extend beyond awareness to 
create a degree of readiness 
and preparedness in the face 
of climate-related challenges. 
The roundtable was concluded 
by Ambassador Nadeem Riyaz, 
President Institute of Region-
al Studies (IRS) with a call for 
strengthening accountability 
and transparency mechanisms 
in climate governance, with an 
emphasis on addressing climate 
change not only as a global chal-
lenge but also a local and com-
munity-level concern. .

DNa

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National 
Business Group Pakistan, President Pa-
kistan Businessmen and Intellectuals 
Forum, and All Karachi Industrial Al-
liance, and former provincial minister 
Mian Zahid Hussain said on Wednesday 
that under the current economic con-
ditions, there was scope for reducing 
the interest rate, but it was maintained, 
which is disappointing.
 Along with the decrease in the value of 
the dollar in Pakistan, oil is becoming 
cheaper in the international market, 
but the price of petrol and high-speed 
diesel has not been reduced, he said.  
Mian Zahid Hussain said that the price 
of kerosene and light diesel has been re-
duced slightly, and if the price of petrol 
and diesel was reduced, people would 
get some relief.  Talking to the busi-
ness community, the veteran business 
leader said that due to the low price of 
oil in the international market, people 
expected a reduction in the price of 
petrol and diesel by almost Rs 18, but 
the prices were maintained. Mian Zahid 
Hussain said that diesel plays a funda-
mental role in economic activities and 
the transportation of essential goods, 
so the reduction in its price leads to a 

reduction in inflation, which should be 
considered by the authorities. The busi-
ness leader said that the inflation in the 
country is increasing more than the es-
timates of the State Bank, which should 
be stopped. The IMF had estimated 
inflation to be 25.9 percent during the 
current year, while the central bank had 
predicted inflation to be 20 to 22 per-
cent during the current financial year, 
but this did not happen, and it reached 
31.4 percent in September.
The State Bank believes that inflation 
will gradually come down, but how will 
this be possible after the 192% increase 
in gas prices? In the month of August, 
the value of the Pakistani rupee fell 
sharply, but after that, a crackdown 
was started on illegal currency trading, 
which started to restore its value, he 
observed. 
He informed that Pakistan has to pay 
billions of dollars, for which huge in-
vestments are expected from Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates under the SIFC, while other 
countries and international organiza-
tions are expected to provide aid and 
loans after the 2022 floods. Mian Zahid 
Hussain said that the business commu-
nity is hopeful that the review of the 
IMF in November will be successful, as 
a result of which Pakistan will.

DG stresses 
provinces 

for long-term 
action plan 

ISLAMABAD: Director 
General Health Ministry 
of Health, Baseer Khan 
Achakzai Wednesday 
stressed provincial govern-
ments for formulating a 
long-term action plan to ex-
pand the scope of nutrition 
and rural people’s access 
to safe drinking water as 
every year around 53,000 
Pakistani children die of 
diarrhoea after drinking un-
safe water.
 Talking to a private news 
channel, DG Health ex-
pressed his serious concern 
over the unsafe drinking wa-
ter in far-flung areas of the 
country and stressed that 
provinces should increase 
their investment to support 
child nutrition programs. 
He disclosed that the Min-
istry of Health with the col-
laboration of provincial gov-
ernments would soon launch 
a campaign to improve ma-
ternal nutrition in rural are-
as by conducting awareness 
campaigns.  He explained 
that in 2024, 25 awareness 
campaigns will be held in 67 
selected districts that report 
poor maternal nutrition indi-
cators.  DG Health said that 
improving the knowledge 
and capacity of healthcare 
providers to address ma-
ternal nutrition issues and 
promote a collective respon-
sibility approach is the need 
of the hour. —APP
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Thar Foundation reaches 
850 Thari women for 

breast cancer awareness
ISLAMABAD: The Thar Foundation, in its Breast Cancer 
Awareness sessions in October, reached out to and en-
gaged around 850 women from the local community of 
Tharparkar.  Gwadar Pro quoting a statement from the 
Thar Foundation, reported on Wednesday that thirty-five 
sessions were organised throughout the month to actively 
engage the women of Tharparkar in the comprehensive 
awareness program.  “The campaign’s primary goal was 
to make a lasting impact on breast cancer awareness and 
prevention,” reads the official statement.  During the 
drives, doctors provided valuable insights on self-screen-
ing, emphasizing the importance of regular self-checks to 
detect any changes promptly. In Pakistan, the annual re-
ported cases of breast cancer surpass 83,000, leading to 
the loss of approximately 40,000 women each year due to 
this alarming health issue.  The rural areas of the country 
continue to grapple with a lack of awareness, resulting 
in numerous preventable deaths among women.  Early 
detection and a comprehensive screening campaign, par-
ticularly in underserved regions, are imperative to bridge 
the gap in breast cancer awareness and prevention. Sindh 
Engro Coal Mining Company (SECMC) and Engro Power-
gen Thar Limited (EPTL), through the Thar Foundation, 
are dedicated to enhancing the socioeconomic well-be-
ing of the Tharparkar community.  Their focus lies on 
sustainable interventions in health, safe drinking water, 
education, women’s empowerment, and livelihood, aimed 
at improving local living standards.  Due to the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the people of Thar-
parkar have already started to reap the benefits of the 
Thar Coal project, and their standard of life has started 
improving.  With SECMC’s initiated schemes, Tharparkar 
has started thriving on the socioeconomic front, attract-
ing people from other areas to come for the large-scale 
potential livelihood opportunities offered by the area 
courtesy of Thar Coal.—DNA

New gas tariff to be 
effective from Nov 1

ISLAMABAD:The Petroleum  Division (PD) of the Energy 
Ministry on Wednesday rejected a news item appearing 
in a section of media about the effectiveness of the new 
gas tariff from back date, clarifying that the revised 
prices would be applicable from November 1, 2023. “Re-
ports in some newspapers claiming that the prices are 
effective from back date, which is misleading. It is cate-
gorically stated that gas price revision is effective from 
November 01, 2023”  a news release said.—APP

Interest rate retention 
is underwhelming 

. He informed that Pakistan has to pay billions of 
dollars, for which huge investments are expected 

from Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the United Arab 
Emirates under the SIFC, while other countries 
and international organizations are expected to 

provide aid and loans after the 2022 floods

ISLAMABAD: Workers are busy in final preparation of different pavilions before the starting of 
the annul Folk Mela 2023, which will be start from 3rd November at Lok Versa.— ONLINE
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Covid inquiry: shocking 
failures under spotlight

A friendly gesture to repair 
a critical relationship

E ven given all that is already known about poor decision-making, avoida-
ble deaths, lockdown-breaking parties and atrocious procurement, the 
evidence being related to the Covid inquiry has the power to shock. 

Though Boris Johnson and Rishi Sunak are not due to testify for a few more 
weeks, the reflections of Dominic Cummings, Lee Cain and other key figures 
at No 10 shine an unforgiving spotlight on the heart of government. On Mon-
day it was revealed that Chris Whitty, the chief medical officer, described the 
“Eat out to help out” scheme launched in August 2020 as “Eat out to help 
out the virus”. On Tuesday Mr Cummings said that the prime minister was 
routinely described as “the trolley” – a reference to his erratic nature and 
chaotic changes of policy direction. From the man who went from being Mr 
Johnson’s most senior adviser to his enemy, such contempt might be viewed as 
sour grapes. But a diary kept by Sir Patrick Vallance, the chief scientific adviser, 
revealed that he too saw Mr Johnson as “weak and indecisive”. Simon Case, the 
cabinet secretary whose evidence has been delayed for health reasons, com-
plained that Johnson “cannot lead”. Mr Cain, the former head of communica-
tions, put it more gently when he told the inquiry that the pandemic was the 
“wrong crisis for his skillset”. Questions to Mr Cummings from Hugo Keith KC 
rightly probed the sequence of events leading up to the about-turn in mid-March 
2020, when it was decided that a policy of mitigation had been a mistake and 
a lockdown began to be envisaged. Mr Cummings’ disdain for Whitehall is well 
known, so his criticisms of “Potemkin” meetings, conducted for show and little 
else, were unsurprising. So were his views on “pop-ins” to the prime minister’s 
office by civil servants eager to influence him. But his account of inconsistent 
data, communication failures between the Scientific Advisory Group for Emer-
gencies and Downing Street, and the lack of pandemic planning, all point to 
problems that go beyond personalities. So does the well-documented hiatus in 
mid-February, when the prime minister and numerous others went on holiday in 
the midst of a national crisis. Such complacency is inexcusable. But it was never 
the whole story, as political calculations continued to influence decision-making 
alongside scientific evidence. Lord Bethell, a former health minister, said this 
week that Mr Johnson treated the pandemic as secondary to Brexit. Witness-
es at the inquiry have described his oscillation between a libertarian impulse 
to “let the virus rip” – partly on grounds that those most likely to die were 
already old – and a more cautious approach that put public health first. This 
seesaw went beyond the chaotic early months. In one message, Mr Case 
referred to the prime minister’s wish to abandon restrictions as “Trump-Bol-
sonaro levels of mad and dangerous”. Such recklessness was not limited to 
No 10. Sir Gavin Williamson, then the education secretary, was said to have 
rejected mask-wearing in schools on the quite disgraceful grounds that he 
“didn’t want to give an inch to the unions” – a bullish approach endorsed by 
Matt Hancock and Grant Shapps. 

C hina and the United States should follow a policy of mutual 
respect, peaceful coexistence and win-win cooperation while 
making greater contributions to global peace and development, 

Vice-President Han Zheng told a delegation of Flying Tigers veterans 
in Beijing. Stating that President Xi Jinping recently replied to a letter 
from the chairman of the Sino-American Aviation Heritage Foundation 
and Flying Tigers veterans, Han said the Chinese people will always 
remember the heroic deeds of the Flying Tigers during World War II 
and never forget old friends. More than 80 years ago, China and the 
US fought side by side against fascism, with the Flying Tigers bombing 
Japanese targets and defending China in the air. The story of the Flying 
Tigers is a story of profound friendship forged with the blood of the two 
peoples. In fact, many major challenges facing today’s world, from the 
Ukraine crisis and the Palestinian question to climate change and global 
economic recovery can be addressed using the spirit of the Flying Tigers 
— a spirit that should be passed down from generation to generation. Bei-
jing’s warm reception of the delegation is the latest move by China show-
ing its goodwill and commitment to repairing bilateral relations. Han’s 
meeting with the US veterans as well as the heartfelt welcome they and 
the offspring of the Flying Tigers pilots received from the people during 
their tour in the country showed the Chinese side is trying its best to 
create the right atmosphere for a meeting between President Xi and US 
President Joe Biden on the sidelines of the APEC Economic Leaders’ 
Meeting in San Francisco this month. China has always believed the two 
countries should be partners rather than rivals, and ought to pursue mu-
tual benefit, not indulge in zero-sum games. As for the setbacks Sino-US 
relations have suffered in recent years, they can be attributed to the 
change in the US’ perception of China and some US politicians’ belief 
in the “America first” slogan. And the only way, they believe, they can 
ensure the US’ status is by maintaining the US’ global hegemony, even 
if that means riding roughshod over international laws and other coun-
tries’ concerns. Yet the differences between China and the US should not 
become a reason for confrontation or prevent them from cooperating on 
issues of common interests. Competition should not define all aspects 
of their relations. More importantly, the US should remember that the 
one-China principle and the three Sino-US joint communiques have 
always been the political foundation of their relations. With the global 
situation becoming increasingly volatile and Sino-US relations reach-
ing a critical crossroad, the two sides should join hands to not only 
work for mutual benefits, but also address global challenges.
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Shifting the burden of incompetency

Revival and Sustainability: Transforming Pakistan’s 
Economy through Advanced Technologies

Qamar Bashir 

W henever our nation grapples with economic and 
financial challenges exacerbated by the incom-
petence, inefficiency, and incapacity of our rul-

ing class, the most vulnerable among us bear the heaviest 
burden. The individuals who already struggle to secure 
even two meals a day, who cannot fathom the luxury of a 
single cup of tea, and who lack the means to send their 
children to school, are advised to subsist on half a roti in-
stead of a full one, to savor half a cup of tea in place of the 
comforting warmth of a full cup.  While the ruling class, 
seemingly impervious to the suffering of their fellow coun-
trymen, continues to live in opulent villas abroad, traverse 
the skies in private jets, and occupy custom-designed offic-
es adorned with luxuries beyond imagination.  In recent 
times, the very individuals responsible for our nation’s fi-
nancial management, particularly the former PDM finance 
minister and  later the incumbent caretaker finance minis-
ter  have issued statements to transfer the burden of their 
inefficiency, incapacity, and incompetence onto retirees, 
who have already dedicated over four decades of their lives 
in service to the government and the public.  This auda-
cious proposition asserts that the weight of pensions has 

become intolerable for the government and suggested that 
the only viable solution lies in the formulation of a policy 
that would, in essence, strip pensioners of their hard-
earned entitlements – the pensions they diligently accrued 
during their years of dedicated service.  What is truly dis-
concerting is that these statements emanate from none 
other than the self-proclaimed economic wizard, Mr. Ishaq 
Dar, a man whose wealth has grown to such astonishing 
proportions that he himself may not possess an accurate 
account of it. If even a fraction of the wealth amassed by 
individuals like him could be repatriated to our country, it 
could potentially transform our economic and financial 
landscape, paving the way for a brighter and more prosper-
ous future. This callous narrative reveals a shocking lack of 
compassion and an outrageously irrational approach. It im-
plies that the government’s solution is to either slash pen-
sions, impose a time limit on disbursements, freeze adjust-
ments for inflation, or even strip surviving spouses of their 
rightful pension benefits after a pensioner’s passing. In 
this grim scenario, it seems that if these measures fail to 
miraculously fix the government’s financial outlook, the 
next steps could entail extreme and unthinkable actions. 
The government might instruct the defense forces to auc-
tion their weapons, insist on our soldiers to stop wearing 
their uniforms, close down our diplomatic missions abroad, 
halt government operations, extinguish traffic lights to 
save electricity, cease fuel purchases for vehicles to cut 
fuel costs, shut down power and gas production, and ground 
planes. In the eyes of our ruling class, the answer to our 
financial and economic hardship is to strip away the very 
means of survival from the salaried, working, and mid-
dle-class citizens, and now even the pensioners.  Pension-
ers, in their post-retirement years, often find themselves in 
the twilight of life. Many have already experienced the ero-
sion of their physical and mental faculties. Despite these 
personal challenges, they continue to grapple with daunt-
ing burdens. They strive to keep the home fires burning, 
endeavor to fulfill their commitments, such as educating 
their children, supporting their daughters’ marriages, and 
securing a peaceful place to reside.  Additionally, they must 
navigate the financial maze, endeavoring to meet essential 
needs while coping with the weight of utility bills that have 
grown burdensome. Yet, what keeps them up at night are 
not their personal struggles, but the distressing and insen-
sitive remarks of government ministers, amplified by the 
media. These comments label them as a strain on the na-
tional economy and a drain on the government’s treasury. 
In their wildest dreams, these retirees might never have 
anticipated that, after dedicating four decades of their 
prime years in service to the government, they would be 
met with anything other than gratitude. Instead, they now 
face the heart-wrenching reality of being labeled as bur-
dens on the system, with proposals that threaten to strip 
them of their only means to make ends meet. It’s become 

abundantly clear that the path to financial and economic 
improvement does not hinge on the cruel act of depriving 
citizens of their right to a dignified life. Instead, it lies in a 
concerted effort to enhance our systems and invest in vital 
areas. We should channel resources into education and re-
search and development, promoting innovation and nurtur-
ing creativity.  We need to create an environment where 
people can fully unlock their potential. The solution lies in 
expanding our exports, enticing foreign investment, foster-
ing entrepreneurial ventures, establishing industrial hubs, 
enhancing the efficiency and productivity of our business-
es, and elevating the quality and demand for our products 
and services, improving the quality and quantity of our 
products and services. By adding value to our offerings and 
creating our own brands, we can tap into new markets and 
boost our competitive edge. Facilitating easy access to 
loans for startups will nurture fresh business niches, invig-
orating our entrepreneurial spirit. Indeed, the path to fi-
nancial and economic prosperity also involves a shift in our 
national focus. Instead of positioning ourselves solely as a 
security state, we should adopt a stance that seeks peace 
and cooperation with every nation worldwide. By doing so, 
we can redirect resources towards building a modern agri-
cultural sector, establishing thriving industrial zones, and 
enhancing the security and safety of travel to attract global 
tourism. Additionally, the creation of a pension fund and 
investment in saving schemes can not only generate rea-
sonable profits but also serve the nation’s broader financial 
needs.  Furthermore, emulating successful models like 
France, where pension reforms raised the retirement age 
and adjusted qualification criteria, can help manage pen-
sion costs effectively. Gradual increases in retirement age, 
changes in contribution rates for employees and employ-
ers, and the implementation of partial pensions or delayed 
benefits for those choosing to work beyond the standard 
retirement age can all contribute to a sustainable pension 
system. Encouraging government employees to participate 
in voluntary retirement savings plans and streamlining the 
consolidation of multiple pension plans into a more effi-
cient system will further reduce administrative burdens 
and enhance fund management.   These insensitive state-
ments disregard the specific provisions of the Civil Servic-
es Act of 1973. According to Section 13 of this act, a civil 
servant’s retirement from service occurs after completing 
twenty years of service, thus qualifying for pension and oth-
er retirement benefits. Furthermore, Section 19 outlines 
the entitlements upon retirement, including the right to 
receive a prescribed pension or gratuity. In the unfortunate 
event of a civil servant’s passing, whether before or after 
retirement, their family is entitled to receive a pension, 
gratuity, or both. These legal provisions are in place to safe-
guard the welfare and financial security of civil servants 
who have dedicated their careers to public service. Any at-
tempt to deviate from these established rights would not 

only be legally questionable but also ethically unjust. Car-
ing governments prioritize the welfare of not only their re-
tired employees but the entire population, providing unem-
ployment allowances for those temporarily out of work. For 
instance, in France, every unemployed individual is enti-
tled to receive a consistent amount, such as Euro 900, until 
they secure gainful employment. Countries like England 
and France have well-structured pension systems encom-
passing several key benefits, including the main pension 
benefit, calculated based on an employee’s salary and years 
of service. Supplementary pensions are provided by em-
ployers, varying according to job titles and years of service. 
Reversion pensions support surviving spouses, usually 
amounting to 50% of the deceased spouse’s pension. In cas-
es of disability, invalidity pensions are provided to govern-
ment employees unable to work. Additionally, governments 
offer a range of social welfare programs and allowances, 
such as Pension Credit, Jobseeker’s Allowance, Employ-
ment and Support Allowance, Winter Fuel Payment, free 
healthcare services, vision care, dental treatment, travel 
cost assistance, disability support, free bus passes, and 
special considerations for those with disabilities, including 
free passports.  Pensioners, many of whom are at an ad-
vanced age, have shouldered responsibilities and contribut-
ed their skills and dedication to the nation. They are owed 
respect, dignity, and honor, not derogatory labels like “bur-
den” or “parasites.” The pensions they receive are not 
handouts but were part of a solemn job agreement signed 
even before their entry into government service. When 
government employees embark on their careers, they will-
ingly accept substantially lower salaries compared to their 
private sector counterparts, fully aware that these reduced 
wages are offset by the promise of pension and retirement 
benefits in the future. It’s a mutually agreed-upon arrange-
ment that provides financial security in exchange for their 
commitment and dedication  If the government is intent on 
shifting the burden of its own shortcomings to retired civil 
servants, it should commence this effort with fresh entrants. 
The onus is on the government to be transparent, fully disclos-
ing the terms and conditions of employment. It should offer 
every candidate the opportunity to sign a job contract with a 
comprehensive understanding of the contract’s provisions, 
including pension and retirement benefits. This approach 
should be consistent and applied uniformly to all state employ-
ees, including the judiciary, parliaments, and armed forces. No 
exceptions. We can be certain that without the assurance of 
pension and retirement benefits, no sane individual would will-
ingly choose government service. It is high time we acknowl-
edge the invaluable contributions of our civil servants and af-
ford them the respect and security they have earned and 
deserve.

The writer is Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to France 

Former MD, SRBC

P akistan’s economy, like many others world-
wide, faced severe challenges and disruptions 
in recent years. The COVID-19 pandemic, 

inflation, energy crises, and fiscal deficits have all 
contributed to economic instability. To ensure a 
resilient and sustainable future, Pakistan must em-
brace innovative approaches in key sectors such as 
sustainable manufacturing, modern agriculture, the 
chemical industry, energy storage and handling, and 
bio refineries.  Currently, Pakistani economy is facing 
variety of challenges. Majority of economic indicators 
are declining. Pakistan experienced a sharp decline 
in GDP growth, exacerbated by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In FY 2022-23, Pakistan’s GDP growth rate 
stood at 0.3%, according to data from the State Bank 
of Pakistan. High inflation rates have eroded purchas-
ing power and strained household budgets. In July 
2021, Pakistan’s annual inflation rate was recorded 
at 19.9%, according to the World Bank open data. 
Energy shortages have plagued Pakistan’s industries 
and households for years. According to the Interna-
tional Energy Agency, Pakistan’s electricity genera-
tion capacity has struggled to meet demand, leading 
to frequent blackouts. The fiscal deficit reached 4.6% 
of GDP in FY 2022-23, according to the Ministry of 
Finance. High deficits can lead to inflation and hinder 
economic growth. Given these challenges, it is imper-
ative to explore sustainable strategies that can not 
only address these issues but also lay the foundation 
for a more resilient and prosperous economy.
Sustainable manufacturing involves minimizing en-
vironmental impacts, optimizing resource use and 
adopting cleaner technologies. Developed economies 
like Germany have successfully implemented sustain-
able manufacturing practices, leading to increased 
competitiveness and reduced environmental harm. 
Germany’s “Industry 4.0” initiative has transformed 
its manufacturing sector by integrating digital tech-
nologies, robotics, and IoT to enhance efficiency and 
reduce waste. This approach has not only boosted 

productivity but also reduced resource consumption. 
Pakistan can emulate such models to revitalize its 
manufacturing sector, which contributed 9.2% to GDP 
in 2022. Agriculture remains a vital sector in Paki-
stan, employing a significant portion of the popula-
tion. However, outdated farming practices and limited 
access to modern technology have hampered produc-
tivity. In contrast, countries like the Netherlands have 
embraced modern agriculture techniques, achieving 
high yields with minimal environmental impact. The 
Netherlands employs precision agriculture, using da-
ta-driven decision-making, and advanced machinery 
to maximize crop yields. For example, they have pio-
neered vertical farming and greenhouse technologies, 
reducing land requirements and water usage while in-
creasing productivity. Pakistan’s adoption of similar 
techniques could bolster food security and increase 
exports, given its fertile land and diverse climate.
The chemical industry provides crucial raw materials 
to various sectors, including agriculture and manufac-
turing. To promote sustainability, developed nations 
like Sweden have invested heavily in green chemistry, 
which emphasizes the development of environmental-
ly friendly products and processes. Sweden’s chemi-
cal industry has seen significant growth in biodegrad-
able and eco-friendly products, aligning with global 
trends towards sustainability. Pakistan could harness 
this potential by investing in research and develop-
ment to create green chemicals and processes. This 
not only reduces environmental harm but also opens 
up new markets and revenue streams.
Bio refineries offer a sustainable approach to pro-
duce biofuels, bio-chemicals, and biodegradable 
materials from biomass resources. Many developed 
economies, including the United States and Brazil, 
have embraced bio refineries as a means to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels and promote a circular 
economy. The United States, for instance, has made 
significant strides in biofuel production from corn and 
soybean feedstocks. Brazil has become a global lead-

er in bioethanol production from sugarcane. Pakistan, 
with its substantial biomass potential, can establish 
bio refineries to produce biofuels and value-added 
bio-chemicals, reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and generating employment.
A reliable energy supply is essential for economic 
stability and growth. Many developed countries have 
transitioned to renewable energy sources coupled 
with advanced energy storage solutions, reducing car-
bon emissions and ensuring a stable power supply. 
Germany’s Energiewende, or energy transition, is a 
prime example. It involves a shift away from fossil fu-
els and nuclear power in favor of renewable energy 
sources such as wind and solar. By 2020, Germany 
produced over 57.7% of its electricity from renewa-
bles, according to the Fraunhofer Institute. Pakistan 
can follow suit, capitalizing on its abundant solar and 
wind resources to reduce energy shortages and miti-
gate climate change.
Pakistan’s economic challenges are formidable, but 
they are not insurmountable. By embracing sustain-
able manufacturing, modernizing agriculture, in-
vesting in green chemistry, transitioning to renewa-
ble energy sources, and establishing bio refineries, 
Pakistan can pave the way for economic revival and 
long-term sustainability. Solutions evolved by the 
developed economies like Germany, the Nether-
lands, Sweden, the United States, and Brazil illus-
trate the transformative power of sustainable prac-
tices. These examples serve as beacons of hope, 
showcasing how sustainable approaches can lead to 
economic prosperity while mitigating environmen-
tal harm. With the right policies, investments, and 
commitment to sustainability, Pakistan can emerge 
from its economic challenges stronger, more resil-
ient, and on a path toward a sustainable future. 

—The writer is the Vice Chancellor
Khwaja Fareed University of Engineering and 

Information Technology, Rahim Yar Khan
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MEXICO: Jessica Pegula beat world num-
ber one Aryna Sabalenka in straight sets to 
move into the semi-finals of the WTA Finals 
in Cancun, Mexico Pegula, 29, clinched vic-
tory on her seventh match point, sealing 
a 6-4 6-3 victory over the Belarusian, who 
made 33 unforced errors. Elena Rybakina 
defeated Maria Sakkari 6-0 6-7 (4-7) 7-6 (7-
2). She will now play Sabalenka on Thursday 
evening to determine the second qualifier 
from the group. American Pegula, who had 
defeated Rybakina on Sunday, has now won 
her past five matches against top-10 players 
and said she is feeling “more comfortable” 
against the elite players this year. “I don’t 
think it feels like such a big deal,” she said.
“Last year when I made top five, I think 
I psyched myself out a little bit. You have 

thoughts in your head - do I really belong 
at that level?” In contrast, Sabalenka rarely 
looked at ease at the newly constructed Es-
tadio Paradisus, and described the playing 
surface as being “like leather”.
The 25-year-old is one of several players 
who have complained about the condition 
of the court at this week’s tournament.
“You never know what’s going to happen, 
whether the bounce is going to help you or 
work against you,” Sabalenka said.
“I guess today was a day where it didn’t 
work well for me. But it’s OK - I still have 
a chance to pass the group, so I’m trying 
to stay strong. I’ll do some recovery and 
just try to analyse what happened. I’ll do 
everything I can in the next match.”
Wednesday’s Group B matches see Wim-
bledon champion Marketa Vondrousova 
take on Ons Jabeur, while US Open win-
ner Coco Gauff faces Iga Swiatek.

Jessica beats Aryna Sabalenka to reach semi-finals
She will now play Sabalenka on Thursday evening to determine the second qualifier from group

Briefs
CJP wants to 

know who 
was the 

mastermind
PAge 01

Are we threatened by ex-
ternal enemies or internal 
threats?” he questioned, 
rejecting the government’s 
fact-finding committee. The 
chief justice said anyone 
here gets up and blocks the 
roads, then goes abroad af-
ter harming the country. 
The chief justice’s remark 
hinted at Pakistan Awami 
Tehreek (PAT) chief Ta-
hirul Qadri’s participation 
in the 2014 sit-in by Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
against the then-govern-
ment of the Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
in the centre. “Was the pur-
pose of importing a person 
to overthrow the govern-
ment of that time?” CJP Isa 
asked, further questioning 
if the said person’s servic-
es will be sought again in 
the future. “Did this person 
from Canada pay for his 
own ticket?” he questioned, 
further asking if it is possi-
ble to determine this by the 
investigation committee.

Newly-
appointed 
envoys...
From PAge 01

The Ambassador-designate 
of Jordan, Dr Maen A.M. 
Khreasat, Ambassador-des-
ignate of Holy See, Arch-
bishop Germano Penemote 
Apostolic Nuncio, Ambas-
sador-designate of Czech 
Republic, Mr Ladislav Stein-
hubel, the High Commis-
sioner-designate of Brunei 
Darussalam, Colonel (r) 
Pengiran Haji Kamal Bashah 
bin Pengiran Haji Ahmad, 
and the Ambassador-desig-
nate of Qatar to Pakistan, 
Ali Mubarak A.E. Al-Khater, 
presented their diplomatic 
credentials to President Dr 
Arif Alvi and later separate-
ly called on him.  Talking to 
the envoys, the President 
said that Pakistan was close-
ly monitoring the situation 
in Palestine and wanted the 
restoration of the inaliena-
ble rights of the people of 
Palestine. He highlighted 
that Pakistan had consist-
ently supported the Pales-
tine cause, and wanted a 
comprehensive resolution of 
all outstanding Arab-Israeli 
disputes to ensure lasting 
peace in the region. 

Crackdown 
begins 

against...
From PAge 01

according to the interior 
ministry, including many 
who were born in Pakistan 
and lived there their entire 
lives. Islamabad announced 
earlier this month that it 
wanted all undocumented 
immigrants to leave by No-
vember 1 after they were 
found involved in crimes, 
smuggling and 14 suicide 
bombings out of 24 this 
year. In Karachi, authorities 
detained four illegal Afghan 
immigrants from Sadd-
ar area and shifted them 
to a holding centre from 
where they will be repatri-
ated to Afghanistan after 
fulfilling legal formalities. 
Heavy contingent of police 
also reached the metropo-
lis’ Sohrab Goth area and 
warned the undocumented 
immigrants through loud-
speaker to return to their 
country by today midnight. 
Similarly, dozens of illegal 
immigrants from different 
areas were detained from 
Balochistan’s Chaman area, 
Levies officials said.

6 terrorists 
killed in 
Zhob...

From PAge 01
resultantly, six “terrorists 
were sent to hell”, the ISPR 
said. “A cache of arms, am-
munition, and explosives 
has also been recovered,” 
it said. The gunned-down 
terrorists remained active-
ly involved in numerous 
terrorist activities against 
security forces and target 
killing of innocent civilians, 
the military’s media wing 
said. Sanitisation is being 
carried out to eliminate 
any other terrorists found 
in the area, it mentioned. 
“Security forces of Paki-
stan, in step with [the] na-
tion, remain determined to 
thwart attempts of sabo-
taging peace, stability and 
progress of Balochistan,” 
the ISPR added.

Shaheen becomes No. 1 ODI 
bowler, Babar retains top spot
Afridi has been in sensational touch for Pakistan at the Cricket World 
Cup and is currently the joint leading wicket-taker for the tournament 

SpoRtS DeSk

LAHORE: In-form pacer Shaheen Afridi 
can now lay claim to be the best ODI bowler 
in the world after the Pakistan spearhead 
capped off an impressive start to the ongo-
ing ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup by rising 
to the No.1 ranking on the latest ODI Bowl-
ing Rankings. Afridi has been in sensational 
touch for Pakistan at the Cricket World Cup 
and is currently the joint leading wicket-tak-
er for the tournament alongside Australia 
spinner Adam Zampa, with the duo having 
taken 16 scalps apiece.
The tall left-armer took another three wick-
ets during Pakistan’s emphatic triumph 
over Bangladesh in Kolkata on Tuesday to 
keep his side’s semi-final hopes alive, and 
it also helped catapult the 23-year-old past 
nine of his contemporaries to claim the 
mantle as the No.1 ranked ODI bowler.
Australia’s Josh Hazlewood (second), In-
dia’s Mohammed Siraj (third) and South Af-
rica’s Keshav Maharaj (fourth) all lose one 
place courtesy of Afridi’s nine-spot jump, 
with spin duo Kuldeep Yadav (seventh) and 
Mujeeb Ur Rahman (eighth) both gaining 

two places inside the top 10. It is the first 
time that Afridi has held the No.1 ranking 
in any format and means Pakistan players 

simultaneously cling on to the top spot in 
two ODI categories as skipper Babar Azam 
maintains his narrow lead at the head of 

the corresponding batting list. But Babar’s 
lead at the top of the ODI batter rankings is 
down to just two rating points, with the Pa-
kistan captain almost paying the price for 
an innings of just nine runs against Bang-
ladesh. The right-hander has a total of 216 
runs from seven innings at the World Cup 
and his closest challenger in India’s Shub-
man Gill has not yet been able to capitalise 
with just 104 runs from four knocks.
The challengers continue to close in on 
the top pair, with experienced Australia 
opener David Warner rising one place 
to fourth on the back of his 413 runs at 
the World Cup while India skipper Rohit 
Sharma improves three spots to fifth fol-
lowing his 398 runs for the tournament. 
Scott Edwards is another eye-catching 
mover on the list for ODI batters, with 
the Netherlands captain catapulting up 11 
places to equal 16th after 204 runs from 
six innings at the World Cup. Bangladesh 
skipper Shakib Al Hasan maintains his 
lead at the top of the rankings for ODI 
all-rounders, with South Africa left-armer 
Marco Jansen the big mover up two spots 
to ninth and New Zealand youngster Ra-
chin Ravindra climbing 14 spots to 17th.

Pakistan 
stands at...

From PAge 01
upholding the rights of the 
people of Pakistan, foremost 
their fundamental right to 
vote, to choose their leaders 
and to define their future 
themselves.” Imran Khan 
said that whom they choose 
as their leader was second-
ary, but they must be given 
their basic and fundamental 
right enshrined in the con-
stitution to choose their rep-
resentatives. PTI Chairman 
alarmed: “Pakistan stands 
at the crossroads; it is a 
critical juncture where we 
are watching the steady de-
struction and dismantling of 
our justice system. We must, 
therefore, act immediately if 
we are to prevent its com-
plete collapse.” “If we do not 
fight for justice and stand 
behind our judges, we will 
not be able to establish Con-
stitutional supremacy in this 
country or stand up against 
this rule of might, where 
only the fittest and the rich-
est survive,” he added.

Hamas 
pitches...
From PAge 01

The statement added that 
the mediators have been 
told that the massacre in 
Gaza should be stopped, 
adding that Netanyahu’s 
false claims will never be 
fulfilled. The US should 
stop obstructing interna-
tional efforts to end the 
violence in Gaza, Ismail 
Haniyeh added.  Fifteen 
Israeli soldiers have been 
killed fighting in Gaza since 
Tuesday, a spokesman for 
the country´s military told 
AFP. Israeli troops have 
been fighting Hamas mili-
tants on the ground since 
Friday, backed by heavy air 
strikes which have killed 
multiple civilians in the Pal-
estinian territory. He said 
“the world seems unable, 
or unwilling, to act,” adding 
that “this cannot go on. We 
need a step change.” The 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has welcomed the 
first evacuations of wound-
ed patients out of the Gaza 
Strip but stressed that thou-
sands of injured civilians 
and people with chronic 
illnesses also needed treat-
ment, AFP reports. “The 
WHO welcomes Egypt’s de-
cision to accept 81 injured 
and sick people from the 
Gaza Strip for treatment,” 
the WHO’s Eastern Medi-
terranean regional branch 
said in a statement.

Pak to 
continue... 

From PAge 01
Israeli aggressive actions and 
atrocities against innocent 
Palestinians, he demanded 
immediate withdrawal of 
Israeli troops from Pales-
tinian territory and cease 
violation of human rights.  
The minister also demand-
ed to recognize Palestine as 
an independent state with 
Al-Quds Al-Sharif as its capi-
tal.   He said that it was our 
religious and national duty to 
support the Palestinians peo-
ple against the brutal Israeli 
occupation.   “We should all 
show solidarity towards the 
oppressed people of Palestin-
ians,” he said. The minister 
said Gaza had been under the 
occupation of  Israel for the 
last 17 years and the Palestin-
ians people had been facing 
unprecedented terror wave 
since October 7. 

Japanese 
self...

From PAge 01
also attended the reception.  
The reception was attended 
by the military officials as 
well as Ministers, parliamen-
tarians, senior members of 
the Government of Pakistan, 
members of the diplomatic 
community and other digni-
taries from the public and pri-
vate sectors. In his remarks, 
Ambassador WADA stated “I 
am very pleased to see the 
progress in defense exchang-
es and cooperations between 
Japan and Pakistan,” and “I 
believe that the deepening 
of the exchanges and coop-
erations between the JSDF 
and Pakistan Armed Forces, 
in addition to the grassroots 
cooperation, will lead to the 
strengthening of the Japan-Pa-
kistan relations.” In February, 
the Maritime Self-Defense 
Force participated in the 
multilateral joint exercise 
“AMAN23” hosted by the Pa-
kistani Navy. In August, the 
two countries co-hosted the 
Preparatory Meeting for the 
UN Peacekeeping Ministerial 
in Islamabad. In September, 
the 9th Japan-Pakistan Se-
curity Dialogue was held in 
Tokyo to discuss a wide range 
of issues including foreign pol-
icy, security policy and coun-
ter-terrorism measures.

Spain thrash Swiss, England 
stumble in Belgium

PARIS: World champi-
ons Spain ruthlessly dis-
patched Switzerland 7-1 
in the Women's Nations 
League while England's 
hopes of progression were 
dented by Belgium. Alexia 
Putellas grabbed a goal ei-
ther side of half-time and 
an assist as the Spaniards 
put Switzerland to the 
sword in Zurich.
The match was the team's 
first since FIFA announced 
on Monday that former 
Spanish football chief Luis 
Rubiales had incurred a 
three-year ban for his forced 
kiss on Jenni Hermoso.
If the news had any impact 
on the players, it was soon 
forgotten as Oihane Her-

nandez gave them the lead 
after four minutes, which 
Putellas then added to sev-
en minutes later. The world 
champions piled the mis-
ery on the hosts after the 
break, adding five goals, 
Alayah Pilgrim grabbing 
a consolation strike for 
the Swiss. Star midfielder 
Aitana Bonmati was pres-
ent for the occasion despite 
picking up the Ballon d'Or 
on Monday in Paris.
Spain sit five points clear of 
Sweden, who drew 1-1 with 
Italy, at the top of Group A4 
with a maximum 12 points 
from four matches.
Switzerland, on the other 
hand, have endured a diffi-
cult start in a tough group, 

going down to four consecu-
tive losses. World Cup run-
ners-up England slipped to 
a 3-2 defeat in Leuven that 
puts their Nations League 
hopes in the balance.
It was the first time that 
England have conceded 
three goals since Sarina 
Wiegman took over as 
coach in 2021.
Laura de Neve curled in a 
free-kick to give Belgium 
the lead on nine minutes, 
only for Lucy Bronze and 
Fran Kirby to put England 
back in charge. The home 
side were level, though, be-
fore half-time through their 
captain Tessa Wullaert who 
struck deep into first-half 
additional time. When Geor-

gia Stanway was penalised 
for handball five minutes 
from time, Wullaert calmly 
put away the penalty to se-
cure the win for Belgium. 
The European champions 
languish third in Group A1 
on six points, three behind 
leaders Netherlands who 
won 1-0 in Scotland.
France stumbled to a 0-0 
home draw against Norway, 
but with 10 points they re-
main top of group A2, three 
clear of second-placed Aus-
tria who beat Portugal 2-1.
Herve Renard's side lacked 
inspiration but were denied 
three times by the post as 
well as some good saves by 
Norwegian goalkeeper Au-
rora Mikalsen. – Agencies

ICC WC not over for 
Pakistan: Babar Azam

NEW DELHI : Pakistan captain Ba-
bar Azam said Tuesday that he still 
clings to the hope that his team can 
squeeze into the ICC World Cup 2023 
semi-finals despite the odds stacked 
against them. “Yes. We are trying to 
win our next two matches and let’s 
see where we stand,” said Babar 
Azam after a seven-wicket romp over 
Bangladesh gave them a third win in 
seven matches. “We will take a lot of 
confidence into those matches.”
Pakistan have six points and sit in 
fifth place in the ICC World Cup 
2023 points table. Australia, in fourth 
place, have eight points and a game 
in hand while third-placed New Zea-
land are third, also on eight points, 
having also played one game fewer.
Pakistan face the Kiwis on Saturday 
in Bengaluru before finishing their 
ICC World Cup 2023 group campaign 
against defending champions England 

in Kolkata on November 11.
As well as two wins, the 1992 cham-
pions will need other results go their 
way if they are to stay in the tourna-
ment. On Tuesday, Shaheen Shah 
Afridi grabbed three wickets while 
openers Fakhar Zaman and Abdullah 
Shafique made 81 and 68 respective-
ly as Pakistan chased down a 205-run 
target for the loss of three wickets 
with 105 balls to spare.
“We know when Fakhar [Zaman] 
plays the way he can for 20-30 overs 
it is a different ball game. So we let 
him play his natural game and it is 
good to see,” said Babar Azam of 
Zaman, the only Pakistan batsman 
to have scored a double century in 
one-day international cricket.
Babar Azam added: “We started well. 
Shaheen took early wickets. The main 
thing is we stuck to our length in the 
middle overs and we took wickets.”

Fakhar, a 33-year-old left-hander, was 
playing only his second match of the 
tournament after being sidelined with 
a knee injury. “We were anxiously 
waiting for this win,” said Zaman.
“Every win in the World Cup boosts 
the confidence and our aim is to win 
the remaining two matches. Our tar-
get is semi-final.” Zaman admitted the 
defeat to India earlier in the tourna-
ment had been a bodyblow but the 
team had gained new confidence by 
pushing South Africa all the way.
Pakistan fought hard against the Pro-
teas only to lose by a narrow one-wick-
et margin in Chennai on Friday. “That 
loss to India made the difference, 
every match against India does but we 
fought well in the South Africa match 
and that fight gave us much-needed 
rhythm,” said Zaman. Zaman also said 
the impact of his injury was not as se-
vere as first feared. – Agencies

PCB ICA T20 
club cricket 
tournament 

starts
afzal JaveD

ISLAMABAD: Under the umbrella of Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB), the JJ PCB-ICA T-20 club cricket tournament 
started at Islamabad on the different cricket grounds. 
After getting NOC from Pakistan Cricket Board, all the 
cricket clubs affiliated with Regional Cricket Association 
Islamabad  (RCAI) will be seen in action in the JJ PCB-
ICA T 20 cricket tournament. 
The purpose of organizing the tournament is the pro-
motion of club cricket in Islamabad. All cricket clubs 
which were  part of the scrutiny process held on 25th 
August 2023 are participating in the two weeks long 
cricket tournament.  According to the PCB notification, 
the tournament will be supervised under Zeeshan Nadir 
Maqbool, who is the chairman tournament committee 
while Abdul Waheed, Muhammad Waqar and Ali Khan 
will act as members of the committee.

Zaheer slams PCB 
for Pakistan's 

results during WC
LAHORE: Former International Cricket Council (ICC) 
President Zaheer Abbas on Wednesday slammed the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) management saying that when 
people at the helm do not understand the sport then the 
team would end up getting such results. "The game will 
continue to suffer if favourites are appointed," said Abbas 
during Geo News show “Geo Pakistan”. He added that peo-
ple are after cricket to destroy the sports in the country. 
“For God’s sake give cricket to sportsmen,” appealed Ab-
bas. The former ICC president also expressed disapproval 
of former captain Inzamam ul Haq’s decision to resign from 
the chief selector’s post during the World Cup.
“There is no example in the world where someone resigns 
while the team is gone to play the World Cup,” said Abbas. 
He added that the team’s performance declined after the 
loss to India. Pakistan team, on the verge of an exit from the 
World Cup in India, is facing criticism, and the board is also 
involved in a controversy after the PCB head leaked skipper 
Babar Azam's private conversation with a top board official. 
Matters turned worse when Inzamam resigned from his post 
as chief selector during the World Cup after allegations sur-
faced that he was a partner in a company that manages play-
ers. "People speak without research. Questions were raised 
on me so I decided that it was better I resign," Inzamam said 
in a statement according to Geo News. There are allegations 
against Inzamam as it was revealed he holds shares in a com-
pany owned by players' agent Talha Rehmani.
This disclosure sparked concerns regarding potential con-
flicts of interest, given that Rehmani represents several of 
Pakistan's leading cricketers, including Babar Azam, Mo-
hammad Rizwan, and Shaheen Shah Afridi.
Furthermore, there are additional queries surrounding 
whether Inzamam's dual role as both chief selector and a 
shareholder in a company that represents top cricketers 
might have an influence on player selection decisions.
In response, the PCB said it has set up a five-member 
fact-finding committee to investigate allegations in respect 
of conflict of interest reported in the media pertaining to 
the team selection process. Inzamam was appointed as the 
chairman of the national men's committee on August 7 and 
was also appointed chairman of the junior men's selection 
committee earlier this month. PCB Management Commit-
tee Chairman Zaka Ashraf has said Inzamam resigned on 
his own without discussing it with him. In a statement, 
Ashraf said he did not meet Inzamam prior to his resig-
nation and that he set up a meeting with him to seek 
clarification on the ongoing controversy. – DNA
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F rance pays special attention 
to Central Asia as a region 
with an important geopo-

litical position, significant energy 
and other resources, and great eco-
nomic, investment, transportation, 
communication and humanitarian 
potential.  Uzbekistan is considered 
by France as a large and influential 
state in Central Asia, which plays 
a key strategic role in the region 
and pursues a balanced and for-
ward-looking foreign policy. Paris 
highly appreciates the regional pol-
icy of the President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan, who has significantly 
activated the Central Asian vector 
of foreign policy, based on the prin-
ciples of mutual benefit, equality, 
pragmatism and consensus. This 
new approach contributes to solving 
vital problems of Central Asia and 
maintaining stability, security and 
sustainable development of the re-
gion. Uzbek-French relations have 
a deep history, as evidenced by the 
correspondence between the great 
statesman Amir Temur and French 
King Charles VI.  A new page was 
opened in the relations between the 
two countries with Uzbekistan’s in-
dependence. Today, it is observed 
Uzbekistan’s active open, pragmatic 
approach and France’s interest in 
deepening and expanding bilateral 
ties. The foreign policy activities 
of Uzbekistan’s leader have cre-
ated a new political atmosphere 
and achieved positive results in a 
number of spheres of cooperation. 
A solid legal framework has been 
created between the two countries, 
consisting of 62 agreements, includ-
ing 26 interstate and intergovern-
mental, 23 interdepartmental and 

13 other agreements.  An open and 
trustful dialogue has been estab-
lished between the leaders of the 
two countries. It is noteworthy that 
the presidents of the two countries 
are reformers: in Uzbekistan, the 
deep transformations in all spheres 
are underway under the leadership 
of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev; 
similar processes are taking place 
in France under the framework 
of Emmanuel Macron’s program 
doctrine. Since March 1, 1992, 
in more than 30 years after the 
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions, 5 high-level visits have been 
organized: to France - 4, to Uz-
bekistan - 1. Over the last 5 years, 
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has 
visited this country twice. The 
first official visit took place on 
October 8-9, 2018 at the invitation 
of President Emmanuel Macron. 
The French Republic became the 
first European country visited by 
the President of Uzbekistan since 
he took office in 2016. The agree-
ments and trade contracts worth 
a total of $3.4 billion were signed 
at that time. On November 21-22, 
2022, President of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
paid his second official visit to 
France. During the visit, the two 
heads of state held negotiations, 
meetings with the President of the 
French National Assembly Yaël 
Braun-Pivet and representatives 
of leading companies and financial 
institutions of France, as well as 
joint visits to Uzbekistan’s nation-
al exhibitions at the Louvre Muse-
um and the Arab World Institute. 
As a result of the visit, 14 bilateral 
documents were signed, as well 
as 59 agreements and contracts 
worth 6.086 billion euros.  Political 
dialogue and practical interaction 

between the countries is strength-
ened by active inter-parliamenta-
ry exchange. Both chambers of 
the Oliy Majlis have established 
groups for cooperation with the 
French Parliament. The French 
Senate has a France-Central Asia 
interparliamentary group and 
the National Assembly, the lower 
house of the French parliament, 
has a France-Central Asia friend-
ship group. The French Republic 
is one of the active partners of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan in 

economic, investment, financial 
and technical spheres among Eu-
ropean countries. In recent years, 
the number of joint ventures and 
projects with the participation of 
French companies has tripled. 
The current portfolio of active 
joint projects in Uzbekistan has 
exceeded 5 billion euros. There 
are 46 enterprises with French 
capital in Uzbekistan, including 17 
enterprises with 100% French cap-
ital.  At present, a number of large 
investment projects are being re-
alized in Uzbekistan with the par-
ticipation of French investments. 
In particular, the construction of 

a solar photovoltaic station with 
a capacity of 100 MW in Nurabad 
district of Samarkand region is 
underway with “Total Eren” com-
pany, geological exploration works 
on promising areas for uranium 
mining are carried out jointly with 
“Orano Mining” company, to-
gether with an international con-
sortium, including the company 
“EDF”, a combined-cycle power 
plant with a capacity of 1600 MW 
is being built in Syrdarya prov-
ince; together with “SUEZ”, the 

projects “Tashkent Water Sector 
Transformation Plan” and “Im-
provement of Drinking Water Sup-
ply in Surkhandarya province” and 
others are being implemented. 
The French company “Veolia” has 
received management of the heat-
ing network of Tashkent city on 
the basis of public-private partner-
ship (PPP) for the next 30 years. 
An effective mechanism of inter-
action - Intergovernmental Com-
mission on Trade and Economic 
Cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and France was established. On 
May 5, 2023 in Tashkent city the 
9th IGC meeting was held.  The 

9th IGC meeting within the frame-
work of the visit of Mr. Olivier 
Becht Minister-Delegate for For-
eign Trade, Economic Attractive-
ness and French Citizens Abroad. 
Systematic work on increasing 
investment and financial-tech-
nical cooperation continues, in 
particular, through the French 
Development Agency (FDA). The 
intergovernmental Agreement on 
the establishment and activities 
of the FDA and PROPARCO in Uz-
bekistan, signed in 2016, allowed 
to intensify bilateral cooperation. 
The total amount of funds allocat-
ed by FDA for the implementation 
of 10 projects amounted to 990 
million euros of loans, 4.3 million 
euros of grants from FDA and 19.6 
million euros of grants from the In-
vestment Fund for Central Asia. On 
November 20, 2022, the Program 
of Cooperation with FDA for 2023-
2025 was signed, which envisages 
implementation of projects worth 
1.070 billion euros. Trade is the 
most important component of inter-
national relations to ensure the wel-
fare of the two countries by creating 
sustainable income throughout the 
supply chain. For 2022, trade turnover 
amounted to $339.5 million (+20.9%): 
exports - $67.9 million (3.2 times), 
imports - $271.3 million (+4.5%).  In 
January-July 2023, trade turnover in-
creased almost threefold - from $183.4 
million to $517.6 million. Uzbekistan 
increased exports to 239.5 million dol-
lars (3.5 times), imports from France 
- to 278.1 million dollars (2.4 times).  
The issue of ensuring quality and safe-
ty of goods and services is an essential 
component of bilateral trade relations. 
The French side provides active assis-
tance in the field of certification and 
standardization, including through the 
French representatives of “AFNOR”, 

“Bureau Veritas”.
One of the priority areas of coopera-
tion are cultural-humanitarian, scien-
tific-educational and tourist ties, which 
in recent years have entered the 
trajectory of dynamic development. 
Already today, cooperation in these 
spheres has a multidimensional 
and multilevel character. Cultural 
personalities, scientists, parliamen-
tarians, civil society institutions, 
mass media of the two countries are 
involved in strengthening cultural 
and humanitarian ties. Today, the 
Association for the Study of Temu-
rid Art and History and the Associ-
ation “Avicenna-France” operate in 
France. Representatives of France 
regularly participate in the interna-
tional festival “Sharq Taronalari” in 
Samarkand. From November 2022 
to March 2023, one of the largest 
and most popular museums in the 
world “Louvre” organized an exhibi-
tion entitled “Treasures of the oasises 
of Uzbekistan at the crossroads of car-
avan routes”, as well as from Novem-
ber 2022 to June 2023 the exhibition 
“Road to Samarkand. Wonders of silk 
and gold” at the Institute of the Arab 
World in France. There is a growing 
common interest in interaction in the 
educational sphere as well. In Uzbek-
istan, over 200 thousand students in 
more than 700 schools, colleges and 
lyceums, and in 12 universities study 
French with great interest. The estab-
lished direct contacts between higher 
educational institutions also contrib-
ute to the deepening of relations in the 
educational sector. 

— The writer is Head of 
Department of the Information 

and  Analytical Center for 
International Relations under 

the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of  

Uzbekistan
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Briefs
German 

President 
seeks 

forgiveness 
for Tanzania

BERLIN : President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
on Wednesday expressed 
his “shame” at crimes com-
mitted during Germany’s 
colonial rule in Tanzania 
and pledged to raise aware-
ness of the atrocities in his 
own country. “I would like 
to ask for forgiveness for 
what Germans did to your 
ancestors here,” Steinmei-
er said during a visit to the 
Maji Maji Museum in the 
southern city of Songea, 
according to a transcript of 
his speech. Tanzania was 
part of German East Africa, 
which saw one of the blood-
iest uprisings in colonial 
history between 1905 and 
1907. Experts say between 
200,000 and 300,000 mem-
bers of the indigenous pop-
ulation were brutally mur-
dered during the so-called 
Maji Maji Rebellion, mostly 
as a result of the systemat-
ic destruction of fields and 
villages by German troops.
Voicing his “shame” at the 
events, Steinmeier said 
Germany was ready to work 
with Tanzania towards a 
“communal processing” of 
the past.
 “What happened here is 
our shared history -- the his-
tory of your ancestors and 
the history of our ancestors 
in Germany,” he said, prom-
ising to “take these stories 
with me to Germany, so that 
more people in my country 
will know about them”. “I 
want to assure you that we 
Germans will search with 
you for answers to the unan-
swered questions that give 
you no peace,” he added.

SA factory 
 activity 
declines 

in oct
JOHANNESBURG : South 
African manufacturing ac-
tivity shrank at a faster pace 
in October, dragged down 
by weak domestic demand 
and adverse global events 
despite an improvement in 
local power supply. The sea-
sonally-adjusted Absa Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index 
(PMI) fell to 45.4 points in 
October from an upwardly 
revised 46.2 in September, 
further below the 50-point 
mark that separates ex-
pansion from contraction. 
South African bank Absa, 
which sponsors the PMI 
survey, said in a statement 
that it was “perplexing” the 
index had fallen despite an 
easing of rolling power cuts 
- known locally as load-shed-
ding - in October. “With key 
units of the Kusile power 
station resuming opera-
tions earlier than expected 
and the associated reduced 
load-shedding in October, 
adverse global events seem 
to have driven the poor ex-
pectations reading,” Absa 
added. The sub-index meas-
uring expected business 
conditions in six months 
was down by more than 12 
points in October, while 
the business activity sub-in-
dex saw a slip of almost 3 
points, likely reflecting con-
strained demand for manu-
factured goods.—APP

Search 
continues for  

Australian 
after shark 

attack
SYDNEY : Australian au-
thorities searched Wednes-
day for the remains of a 
55-year-old surfer after a 
witness reportedly saw an 
attack by a large shark that 
“had his body in his mouth”.
There has been no trace of 
the victim since the marine 
predator struck Tuesday 
morning near the popular 
surfing spot of Granites 
Beach in South Australia, 
police said. “The man’s 
body is yet to be found and 
the search resumed early 
this morning,” police said 
in a statement. A 70-year-
old surfer at the scene 
when the attack hap-
pened, Ian Brophy, said he 
was about to enter the wa-
ter when someone yelled: 
“Shark!” “As I turned 
around, I saw the shark go 
and just launch and bite,” 
he told Adelaide’s The Ad-
vertiser newspaper. Bro-
phy said he saw the preda-
tor go “over the top of the 
guy and bite and drag him 
down under the water and 
then nothing for a minute 
or two and blood every-
where and then up pops the 
board”.—APP

Australian 
state urges 
residents to 

flee wildfires
SYDNEY: Residents in 
three areas in Australia’s 
northern Queensland state 
were ordered to evacuate 
their homes on Wednes-
day, as bushfires burned 
out of control. Firefighters 
including those flown in 
from across Australia and 
New Zealand have been 
battling blazes in the state 
that have already killed 
two and destroyed dozens 
of homes. People in two 
adjacent areas, near the 
town of Dalveen, were on 
Wednesday ordered to evac-
uate immediately. “Every 
Australian’s heart goes out 
to the people... who are 
being impacted once again 
by these bushfires,” Aus-
tralian Treasurer Jim Chal-
mers, whose electorate is 
in the state, told a news 
conference on Wednesday. 
“I really wanted to express 
our gratitude as well for all 
of the people who are rein-
forcing the efforts in those 
affected communities.” 
The blazes in the area also 
affected the neighboring 
state of New South Wales 
(NSW) to the south.
“It was a pretty horrifying 
experience,” NSW resi-
dent Michelle Balint told 
state broadcaster ABC on 
Wednesday, recounting a 
wall of flames racing across 
the family’s land. “(We’ve) 
never seen anything like it.”
Authorities on Wednesday 
imposed a third evacuation 
warning in the far north 
of the state, near Watson-
ville.—APP

Bang  
garment 
workers
 protest, 

block roads
DNa

DHAKA :Thousands of 
Bangladeshi garment work-
ers barricaded roads in 
Dhaka Wednesday demand-
ing fair wages for clothing 
they make for major West-
ern brands, with at least 
two killed during days of 
protests. Sabina Begum, a 
22-year-old seamstress, said 
she joined the protests be-
cause she was “struggling 
to ensure bread and butter” 
for her family, saying the 
monthly minimum wage of 
8,300 taka ($75) did not 
cover basic needs. “How 
can we spend a month with 
8,300 taka when we need to 
spend 5,000-6,000 taka alone 
for the rent of a one-bedroom 
house?” Begum told AFP. 
The garment worker protests 
come as Bangladesh also 
reels from separate anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations, 
with opposition party sup-
porters demanding Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina step 
down ahead of elections due 
by the end of January. Bang-
ladesh’s 3,500 garment fac-
tories account for some 85 
percent of the South Asian 
country’s $55 billion exports, 
but conditions are dire for 
many of its four million ap-
parel workers. 

US Vice President urges 
action on AI threats

“We reject the false choice that suggests we can either protect the public or advance innovation.  
We can – and we must – do both. And we must do so swiftly, as this technology rapidly advances”

NewS DeSk
LONDON : Short-term threats 
posed by artificial intelligence to 
democracy and privacy need to be 
addressed as urgently as longer 
term existential threats, Kamala 
Harris, the US vice-president, is 
expected to say in a speech setting 
out the Biden administration’s 
vision before the UK’s Bletchley 
Park summit on AI. In a speech 
in London on Wednesday before 
attending the conference, she will 
say: “We reject the false choice 
that suggests we can either pro-
tect the public or advance innova-
tion. We can – and we must – do 
both. And we must do so swiftly, 
as this technology rapidly advanc-
es.” Harris wants to advance be-
yond the debates about the future 
potential, sometimes speculative, 
existential threats posed by AI in 
the future to examine harms that 
are already happening, including 
those associated with discrimi-
nation and disinformation. She 
will say the existential threats 

are “without question, profound, 
and demand global action. But let 
us be clear: there are additional 
threats that also demand our ac-
tion, threats that are currently 
causing harm and which, to many 
people, also feel existential.”
Harris is particularly interested in 
technology to combat AI-generat-
ed voice calls that may be seeking 
to steal from vulnerable people. 
She also wants measures to trace 
authentic government-produced 
digital content and AI-generated 
or manipulated content, includ-
ing through digital signatures, 
watermarking, and other labelling 
techniques. She will set a series 
of tests when it comes to the de-
velopment, testing, and use of AI, 
including: “Whose biases are be-
ing written into the code? Whose 
interests are being served? Who 
reaps the reward of speedy adop-
tion? Who suffers the harms most 
acutely? Who will be hurt if some-
thing goes wrong? Who has been 
at the table?” She will also reveal 
that 30 countries have agreed 

to sign a US-sponsored politi-
cal declaration for the use of AI 
by national militaries. The vast 
bulk of the signatories are west-
ern-oriented nations, suggesting 
a new cold war AI division may 
be starting to form. She warns 
of “AI-enabled cyber-attacks at a 
scale beyond anything we have 
seen before, to AI-formulated bio-
weapons that could endanger the 
lives of millions”. The goals of the 
political declaration, first set out 
in February, include for states 
to commit to “strong and trans-
parent norms that apply across 
military domains, regardless of 
a system’s functionality or scope 
of potential effects. States would 
also commit to pursue continued 
discussions on how military AI ca-
pabilities are developed, deployed 
and used in a responsible manner, 
and to continue to engage the rest 
of the international community to 
promote these measures.” The 
political declaration, she prom-
ises, would preserve the right to 
self-defence and countries’ ability 

to responsibly develop and use 
AI in the military domain. Her 
two days in the UK represent a 
chance for her personally to show 
American leadership on an issue 
that offers a fresh dimension for 
her often criticised vice-presiden-
cy. Harris confirmed that the US 
Department of Commerce would 
establish the United States AI 
Safety Institute (US AISI) that 
will create “guidelines, tools, 
benchmarks and best practices 
for evaluating and mitigating dan-
gerous capabilities and conduct-
ing evaluations to identify and 
mitigate AI risk”. The institute 
will develop technical guidance 
on issues such as authenticating 
content created by humans, wa-
termarking AI-generated content, 
identifying and mitigating against 
harmful algorithmic discrimina-
tion, ensuring transparency and 
enabling adoption of privacy-pre-
serving AI. It would also serve as 
a driver of the future workforce 
for safe and trusted AI. Our US 
morning briefing breaks down 

the key stories of the day, telling 
you what’s happening and why it 
matters Is the AI safety summit 
already too late? The body would 
share information and collaborate 
on research with peer institutions 
internationally, including the 
UK’s planned AI Safety Institute.
Inside the US administration, the 
Biden team is setting governance 
boards to track the progress of 
AI, advise agency leadership on 
AI, and to coordinate and track 
agencies’ AI activities.Defending 
the need for state regulation, Har-
ris will say: “History has shown 
in the absence of regulation and 
strong government oversight, 
some technology companies 
choose to prioritise profit over the 
wellbeing of their customers, the 
security of our communities and 
the stability of our democracies. 
“One important way to address 
these challenges – in addition to 
the work we have already done – 
is through legislation. Legislation 
that strengthens AI safety without 
stifling innovation.”
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N.Korea closes multiple 
embassies around world

SEOUL : North Korea is poised to close as many as a dozen embassies including in Spain, Hong Kong, and multiple countries 
in Africa, according to media reports and analysts, in a move that could see nearly 25 percent of Pyongyang’s missions close 
worldwide North Korea’s recent closing of its diplomatic missions was a sign that the reclusive country is struggling to make 
money overseas because of international sanctions, South Korea’s unification ministry. North Korean state media outlet 
KCNA said the country’s ambassadors paid “farewell” visits to Angolan and Ugandan leaders last week, and local media in both 
African countries reported the shutdown of the North’s embassies there. Both Angola and Uganda have forged friendly ties 
with North Korea since the 1970s, maintaining military cooperation and providing rare sources of foreign currency such 
as statue-building projects. The embassy closings set the stage for what could be “one of the country’s biggest foreign policy 
shakeups in decades”, with implications for diplomatic engagement, humanitarian work in the isolated country, as well as the 
ability to generate illicit revenue, wrote Chad O’Carroll, founder of the North Korea-focused website NK Pro. More than a 
dozen missions may close, likely because of international sanctions, a trend of Pyongyang’s disengaging globally and the prob-
able weakening of the North Korean economy, he said in a report on Wednesday.  Seoul’s unification ministry, which handles 
inter-Korean affairs, said the pullout reflected the impact of international sanctions aimed at curbing funding for the North’s 
nuclear and missile programs. “They appear to be withdrawing as their foreign currency earning business has stumbled due 
to the international community’s strengthening of sanctions, making it difficult to maintain the embassies any longer,” the 
ministry said in a statement. “This can be a sign of North Korea’s difficult economic situation, where it is difficult to maintain 
even minimal diplomatic relations with traditionally friendly countries.”—DNA

Uganda shifts  
exclusive petroleum 

deal to vitol
KAMPALA : Uganda plans to hand over exclusive rights 
for supply of all petroleum products to a unit of global ener-
gy trader Vitol and end a system that sources the oil products 
through neighbouring Kenya, Uganda’s energy minister said. 
Fuel companies in the landlocked East African nation buy their 
supplies through affiliated firms in Kenya that import the 
product on their behalf through Mombasa port. That system, 
which accounts for 90% of Uganda’s fuel imports, exposes it 
to supply disruptions and high pump prices, Energy Minister 
Ruth Nankabirwa said in a statement.  “UNOC and Vitol Bahrain 
E.C. have negotiated a five-year contract, and the Partner (Vitol) 
will be financing the business by providing a working capital,” she 
said late on Tuesday  According to central bank data, Uganda 
imported $1.6 billion worth of petroleum products in 2022. 
The cabinet has approved changes to the petroleum law that 
will allow Vitol to exclusively supply the state-owned Uganda 
National Oil Company (UNOC), the minister said.—APP

Sirens in Sevastopol 
as Ukraine  

crimea attacks
KYIV : Russian officials have declared an air raid alert in 
the Crimean port city of Sevastopol in anticipation of fur-
ther attacks from Ukraine. Sirens went off in the city early 
on Wednesday. Traffic on the Crimean bridge, linking the 
peninsula to Russia, as well as sea transport, were suspend-
ed. The alert comes amid a string of Ukrainian attacks in 
recent weeks in and around Crimea, which was seized and 
annexed by Moscow in 2014. Kyiv’s forces have struck a 
Russian air base on the peninsula and the Black Sea Fleet 
command post in Sevastopol, as Ukraine seeks to weaken 
Russia’s control over the water. Moscow on Tuesday ac-
cused Ukraine of the attempted assassination of pro-Rus-
sian politician Oleg Tsaryov in Yalta. The Crimean Bridge 
was attacked in July.  At the same time, amid disappoint-
ing results from Kyiv’s much-vaunted counteroffensive, 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is seeking to 
rouse his country ahead of a winter campaign anticipated 
to be harsh  ‘A historic achievement’ Ukraine hopes that 
weakening Russian forces on the Black Sea will deliver an 
ultimate victory in the war. The “illusion” of Russia’s dom-
ination of Crimea and the Black Sea had been shattered, 
Zelenskyy told a meeting of the Crimea Platform on October 
24.  “The Russian (Black Sea) fleet is no longer able to op-
erate in the western part of the Black Sea and is gradually 
fleeing from Crimea,” Zelenskyy said. “And this is a historic 
achievement.” The attacks have highlighted Kyiv’s growing 
capabilities, which include naval drones.-Agencies 

RIYADH : Dr. Saira Siddique CEO & Founder of Pakistan’s pioneering virtual hospital medIQ 
Smart Healthcare called on H.E. Ambassador  Ahmad Farooq. The discussed Productive 

discussions on the transformative journey of the healthcare industry and innovative digital 
health solutions.—DNA
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TEHRAN: Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyyed Ali Khamenei has called upon Muslim states to 
press for an end to the ongoing Israeli atrocities against 
the besieged Gaza Strip, impose sanctions on the Tel Aviv 
regime and stop oil and goods exports to the occupied ter-
ritories. Ayatollah Khamenei made the remarks during a 
meeting with students from across the country on Wednes-
day, ahead of the National Student Day and the National 
Day of Fight against Global Arrogance, which Iranians cel-
ebrate on November 4. The Leader lauded the Palestinians 
for their resistance and steadfastness in the face of Israeli 
atrocities in the besieged Gaza Strip, stating that their re-
silience has aroused the human conscience.
“What Muslim states must insist on is the immediate ces-
sation of [Israeli] crimes in Gaza. They must promptly stop 
the bombardment of Gaza, and stop the export of oil and 
other commodities to the Zionist regime,” he said. “Mus-

lim states must not cooperate economically with the Zion-
ist regime, but denounce these catastrophes and crimes 
vociferously and without hesitation in all international fo-
rums.” “The scale and circumstances of what is going on 
must be clarified. The Zionist regime must be condemned, 
and the entire Muslim world must be mobilized against it,” 
the Leader added. Ayatollah Khamenei lauded the Palestin-
ians for their resistance and steadfastness in the face of the 
devastating Israeli onslaught against the Gaza Strip, saying 
their resilience aroused the human conscience.
The Leader noted that protesters in Western countries, 
Britain, France, Italy and various US states have taken 
to the streets en masse and chanted slogans in condem-
nation of Israel and the United States.
“It was an absolute disgrace for them, which they can 
neither recover from nor justify,” the Leader said. 
“The Muslim world should not forget that all through 
the critical issue of Gaza, the party which stood against 
Islam and the oppressed Palestinian nation was [the 
United States of] America, France and Britain.”

Khamenei calls upon Muslim 
countries to boycott Israel

Briefs
Chinese 

ambassador, 
Fazlur Rehman 
discuss ties

ISLAMABAD: Chinese 
Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Jiang Zaidong along with 
his delegation Wednesday 
met with JamiatUlema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) Chief 
Maulana FazlurRehman and 
discussed ties between the 
two countries. According 
to a JUI-F Spokesperson, 
the delegation included 
Minister Counselor Zhang 
Nu, Zhang Duva and Wang 
Sita. The matters related to 
bilateral relations and Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor (CPEC) were also dis-
cussed in the meeting. The 
ambassador said “We want 
Pakistan to use China’s 
technology in agriculture.” 
The meeting also agreed to 
expand the scope of CPEC. 
also underscored the im-
portance of including more 
projects in CPEC. Fazal ex-
pressed his resolve to form 
industrial and economic 
zones in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Balochistan.
The ambassador also invited 
the JUI-F chief to visit Chi-
na. Mohammad Jalaluddin, a 
former ambassador, and ad-
viser on foreign affairs, and 
Mufti Abrar Ahmed, who is 
the spokesperson for JUI-F 
were also present in the 
meeting. – APP

LHC orders 
government to 
impose smog 
emergency 
in Lahore 

DNA
LAHORE: The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) on Wednes-
day blamed the incumbent 
government for the current 
situation in Lahore due to 
the smog and ordered the 
administration to impose a 
citywide emergency. The or-
ders were issued when the 
LHC took up pleas seeking 
the court’s intervention in 
the matter. During today’s 
hearing, Lahore Commis-
sioner Muhammad Ali 
Randhwa and other officers 
appeared before the court.
The court directed the 
government not to de-seal 
factories that are respon-
sible for black smoke and 
directed school and college 
students to inform the au-
thorities of such factories. 
It also ordered the commis-
sioner and other officers to 
visit schools and colleges to 
inform students about the 
decision regarding factories 
that emit black smoke. “The 
government is responsible 
for the current situation of 
smog,” observed Justice Sha-
hid Karim. While addressing 
the officers, the judge told 
them to look at the city’s 
situation and reminded them 
that they were the owners of 
the city and in a position to 
do something about it.

Court reserves 
decision on 
Shehbaz’s 
bail plea 

DNA
LAHORE: An accountabil-
ity court reserved its deci-
sion on Wednesday on the 
bail application of former 
prime minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and other accused in 
the Ashiana housing society 
case. The decision is sched-
uled to be announced on 
November 7. The court also 
approved a one-day exemp-
tion from attendance plea 
for Ahad Khan Cheema, the 
now special advisor to the 
caretaker prime minister.
The hearing was presided 
over by Judge Malik Ali 
Zulqarnain. During today’s 
hearing, NAB prosecutor 
WarisJanjua presented his 
evidence, stating that as 
per the record available 
there was no possibility of 
proving the accused guilty. 
He further expressed his 
accord with the findings of 
the investigation report.
Cheema, who was formerly 
the director general of the 
Lahore Development Au-
thority (LDA) had sought a 
one-day exemption from at-
tendance, explaining that as 
an advisor to the caretaker 
PM he was in Islamabad to 
fulfill his official responsi-
bilities.Accused Munir Zia’s 
lawyer presented arguments 
on the bail application, con-
tending that NAB’s refer-
ence was based on malice. 

CNS official 
visit to Saudi 

Arabia
DNa

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the 
Naval Staff Admiral Naveed 
Ashraf called-on top Leader-
ship of Royal Saudi Armed 
Forces during an official 
visit to Saudi Arabia.  Dur-
ing meetings with Chief of 
the General Staff of Saudi 
Armed Forces, Gen Fayyadh 
bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili at Min-
istry of Defence and Com-
mander Royal Saudi Naval 
Forces Vice Admiral Fahd 
Bin Abdullah al-Ghofaily at 
RSNF Headquarters matters 
of bilateral naval collabora-
tion and regional maritime 
security were discussed. The 
Naval Chief underscored 
the contribution of Paki-
stan Navy towards regional 
maritime peace and stabil-
ity through its initiative of 
RMSP and participation in 
Combined Maritime Force. 

Pak-Baku discuss military 
coop as COAS meets Aliyev

Staff RepoRt

RAWALPINDI: General Syed Asim Munir, 
NI (M), COAS is on an official visit to the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. The visit is aimed at 
enhancing military to military cooperation 
and defence collaboration between the two 
brotherly countries. During the visit, COAS 
called on H.E IlhamAliyev, President of Re-
public of Azerbaijan, Defense Minister, 1st 
Deputy Minister & Chief of General Staff 
and Commander of Azerbaijan Air Force. 
During the meetings, COAS emphasized on 
enhancing cooperation in the fields of de-
fence and training. COAS appreciated the 
high morale and remarkable standard of 
operational readiness of Azerbaijani Armed 
Forces. Political and military leadership of 
Azerbaijan acknowledged continued sup-
port of Pakistan and vowed to enhance mu-

tual cooperation between the two  states 
and their Armed Forces to a new level.
During the meeting President IlhamAliyev 
noted that friendly and brotherly relations 
between the two countries are successfully 
developing in a variety of fields including 
the military one. President IlhamAliyev 
hailed continuous support the government 
and people of Pakistan provided to Azer-
baijan during Armenia’s aggression against 
the country. The fact that Pakistan did not 
establish diplomatic relations with Armenia 
because of this country’s aggression was 
described by the head of state as demon-
stration of brotherly attitude to Azerbaijan.
President Ilham Aliyev expressed his satis-
faction to Pakistan for the political support 
to Azerbaijan during the Second Karabakh 
War. The head of state pointed out that the 
historical mission of de-occupation of Azer-
baijani lands had been accomplished with 

the country’s sovereignty totally restored 
and large-scale reconstruction work started 
in the liberated lands. Praising successful 
cooperation between Azerbaijan and Pa-
kistan in the defense industry, President 
IlhamAliyev pointed out the importance of 
conducting joint military training between 
the two countries.
Touching upon sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of both countries at the inter-
national level, the head of state reiterat-
ed that Azerbaijan had always supported 
brotherly Pakistan on the issue of Jammu 
and Kashmir. President Ilham Aliyev ex-
pressed his confidence that AsimMunir’s 
visit would contribute to cementing coop-
eration between the two countries. Asim 
Munir congratulated Azerbaijan on the 
Victory in the Second Karabakh War and 
the country’s achievements in the anti-ter-
rorist measures taken in September this 

year, adding that it was welcomed with 
great joy in Pakistan. The Chief of Paki-
stan’s Army Staff once again emphasized 
that Pakistan, remaining committed to fra-
ternal relations with the people of Azer-
baijan, had not recognized Armenia until 
today. AsimMunir expressed his gratitude 
to Azerbaijan for its support with respect 
to the Jammu and Kashmir issue. 
During visit to the General Staff Head-
quarters, COAS was warmly welcomed 
as the solemn welcoming ceremony was 
held in the Defense Ministry. The Chief 
of Pakistan`s Army Staff passed along the 
guard of honor and the national anthems 
of both countries were performed. The 
“Book of Honor” was signed in accord-
ance with the protocol. Colonel General 
ZakirHasanov welcomed the Pakistani 
delegation and expressed his satisfaction 
with seeing them in Azerbaijan. 
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BAKU: President of Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev received Chief of Pakistan’s Army Staff General Asim Munir. Among other hig ranking 
officials from Azerbaijan Defence Ministry, Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Khazar Farhadov was also present during the meeting. – DNA

RIYADH: Naval Chief Admiral Naveed Ashraf exchanging views with Chief of the General Staff of 
Saudi Armed Forces Gen Fayyadh Bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili during his visit to Saudi Arabia. – DNA

The Leader lauded the Palestinians for their resistance and 
steadfastness in the face of Israeli atrocities in the besieged Gaza 

Strip, stating that their resilience has aroused the human conscience

Saudi-based Wafi Energy signs 
deal to take over Shell Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Shell Petroleum Company Limited, a sub-
sidiary of Shell plc (Shell), has agreed to sell its 77.42% 
majority interest in Shell Pakistan Limited (SPL) to Sau-
di Arabia-based Wafi Energy LLC, said an official state-
ment issued by the company on Wednesday.
“The sale is part of Shell’s strategy to high-grade its mo-
bility network and was first announced on Capital Markets 
Day in June 2023,” the statement added.
The sale is expected to be completed by the fourth quar-
ter of 2024, subject to regulatory approvals. Upon com-
pletion, the Shell brand will remain in Pakistan through 
brand licensing agreements and customers will contin-
ue to have access to Shell’s premium fuel and lubricant 
portfolio, it said. “SPL remains committed to delivering 
safe, reliable operations.” WAFI Energy LLC, one of 
the leading fuel station companies in Saudi Arabia, is 
a fast-growing retail gas station network and the sole li-
censee of Shell Retail Network in Saudi Arabia.
The company was incorporated in 2012 with an author-

ised and paid-up capital of 3 million Saudi Riyal.
The development came after Shell Pakistan's parent 
company, Shell Petroleum Company Limited (SPCo), 
notified its intent to sell its shareholding in the Paki-
stani entity in June this year.
SPCo had a 77.42% stake in Shell Pakistan as of 
December 31, 2022, according to the annual report 
for that year.
Shell Pakistan said at the time that the divestment 
plan would have no impact on its current business 
operations, which would continue as usual. The com-
pany also said that it was seeing strong interest from 
international buyers.
Shell Pakistan is one of the leading oil marketing com-
panies in Pakistan, with a network of over 800 retail 
outlets across the country. The company reported a 
profit after tax of Rs6,450 million for the nine months 
ended September 30, 2023, compared to Rs2,864 mil-
lion in the same period last year. – DNA

Bolivia severs diplomatic 
ties with Israel 

LA PAZ: Bolivia has become the first Latin American country to cut diplomatic ties with 
Israel over what it describes as “aggressive and disproportionate” military actions in Gaza.
The country called for a ceasefire and said it would be supplying the blockaded Gaza 
Strip with aid. An Israeli official said the move was “a surrender to terrorism”. LiorHaiat 
accused the Bolivian government of “aligning itself with the Hamas terrorist organization”. 
Bolivia’s Deputy Foreign Minister Freddy Mamani said that the government had taken the 
decision to cut ties “in repudiation and condemnation of the aggressive and disproportion-
ate Israeli military offensive taking place in the Gaza Strip”. He added that the country 
wanted an end to Israel’s blockade that was preventing “the entry of food, water and other 
essential elements for life”. Gaza has been under an Israeli siege for weeks, with essential 
aid only reaching people through Egypt’s Rafah crossing sporadically. “Israel condemns 
Bolivia’s support of terrorism and its submission to the Iranian regime, which attest to the 
values the government of Bolivia represents,” MrHaiat said in response. Iran has been 
accused of providing support for Hamas to carry out the 7 October attacks. While Iran’s 
leaders have celebrated and praised the violence, they have denied involvement. Bolivia 
is not the only Latin American country to have begun taking diplomatic steps against 
Israel. Chile’s President Gabriel Boric said on Tuesday he was recalling the country’s 
ambassador in Tel Aviv for consultations “given the unacceptable violations of Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law that Israel has incurred in the Gaza Strip.” – Agencies

COAS appreciated the high morale, remarkable standard of operational readiness of Azerbaijani Forces


