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Israel cannot occupy 
Gaza after war: Blinken

News Desk

Tokyo: US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has said Israel cannot run Gaza, 
but there may be a transition period fol-
lowing the end of the current conflict. 
“Gaza cannot continue to be run by Hamas. 
That simply invites repetition of october 
7 … It’s also clear that Israel cannot oc-
cupy Gaza,” Blinken told reporters after 
a G7 foreign ministers meeting in Tokyo. 
“Now, the reality is that there may be a 
need for some transition period at the 
end of the conflict … We don’t see a reoc-
cupation and what I’ve heard from Israeli 
leaders, is that they have no intent to re-
occupy Gaza,” he added. Whereas, Top 
diplomats from the Group of Seven (G7) 
have called for “humanitarian pauses” in 
Israel’s bombardment in order to deliver 
aid to desperate Palestinian civilians in the 
Gaza Strip. The foreign ministers from the 
leading industrial democracies announced 
on Wednesday that they have agreed upon 
a unified stance on the Israel-Hamas war, 
following intensive meetings in Tokyo. 

Continued on Page 06

TASHKENT: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar meets President of Uzbekistan 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, on the sidelines of the 16th Summit of the Economic 

Cooperation Organization (ECO). – DNA

Nearly two-thirds of Gaza’s 2.3 million residents 
are internally displaced, according to UN figures

G7 calls for ‘humanitarian pauses’

Briefs

Martyrs’ families 
demand restoration 
of military courts

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Families of the martyrs of the Paki-
stani armed forces have demanded the immediate 
reinstatement of military courts by the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan for the trial of civilians arrested in 
connection with the May 9 riots. The demand came 
during a press conference organised by the All-Pa-
kistan Shuhada Forum at the National Press Club 
on Wednesday. It was attended by relatives of the 
martyrs hailing from different cities of Pakistan, 
who were joined by Balochistan caretaker Minister 
for Sports Nawabzada Mir Jamal Khan Raeesani. 
The demand was made during a press conference 
organised by the All-Pakistan Shuhada Forum at 
the National Press Club on Wednesday. The event 
was attended by relatives of the martyrs from var-
ious cities of Pakistan, and they were joined by 
Balochistan caretaker Minister for Sports Jamal 
Raeesani. In October, the Supreme Court declared 
the trial of civilians in military courts null and void. 
The court announced its ruling with a 4-1 majority. 

Continued on Page 06

Pak witnessed 
rise in terrorism 
after Taliban govt

ANsAr MAhMooD BhAtti
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq 
kakar Wednesday demanded the interim government of 
Afghanistan to hand over the Pakistani nationals who were 
illegally residing in Afghanistan and were involved in terror-
ist activities against their own country. Addressing a press 
conference here at the PM House, the prime minister said 
the government was ready to receive and accept any such 
illegal Pakistanis. PM kakar also asked the Afghan govern-
ment to take action against the hideouts of Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) and its training centres in Afghanistan and 
ensure that “they must not be used against Pakistan”.
Since the interim government took to power in Afghanistan 
in August 2021, he said Pakistan witnessed an increase in 
terrorist incidents by 60 percent besides a 500 percent 
surge in suicide blasts. “Pakistan in last two years has lost 
lives of 2,867 innocent civilians, for which TTP is respon-
sible which is operating from Afghanistan,” he said. He 
mentioned that 15 Afghan nationals were found involved in 
suicide bombings in Pakistan, while 64 Afghans got killed 
during their fight against the Pakistani law enforcement 
agencies. He said Afghan authorities were cognizant of these 
facts as Pakistan had been sharing these details with them 
since February this year through the fort-nightly memoran-
dums of protest. The monitoring team of the United Nations 
in its report released this July clearly highlighted that TTP 
centres based in Afghanistan were conducting terrorist op-
erations against Pakistan. Asked if Pakistan itself would take 
action against the TTP hideouts in Afghanistan, kakar said. 

Continued on Page 06

Prime Minister also asked the Afghan government to 
take action against the hideouts of Tehreek-e-Taliban 

Pakistan (TTP) and its training centres in Afghanistan

ECO Summit

PM meets, 
Uzbekistan 
President

Resolve for 
early finalisation  

of Strategic 
Partnership 
Agreement 

DNA
TASHkENT: Pakistan and 
Uzbekistan on Wednesday 
reiterated the resolve to 
finalize the Strategic Part-
nership Agreement (SPA) 
at the earliest to promote 
regional economic integra-
tion. The bilateral ties were 
discussed in a bilateral 
meeting between Caretaker 
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haqkakar and President 
of Uzbekistan ShavkatMir-
ziyoyev, on the sidelines 
of the 16th Summit of the 
Economic Cooperation 
organization (ECo) being 
held here.  Both sides re-
affirmed their commitment 
to play an active role for 
the regional connectivity.

Continued on Page 06

khAyAM ABBAsi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Saudi Arabia on Wednesday 
agreed to further expand cooperation between the two 
brotherly countries in media, drama, and other related 
fields.The decision was made during a meeting between 
Caretaker Federal Minister for Information and Broadcast-
ing MurtazaSolangi and Ambassador of Saudi Arabia to Pa-
kistan Nawaf Saeed Al Malki here.Special Representative 
of the Prime Minister for Interfaith Harmony Allama Tahir 
Mahmood Ashrafi was also present in the meeting. In the 
meeting, it was agreed to speed up the implementation of 

agreements between Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in the 
field of media and communications.In the meeting, dis-
cussions were also held regarding cooperation between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia in the field of communica-
tion. The minister and the ambassador also discussed the 
upcoming meeting of the organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion on November 12.Welcoming the convening of the oIC 
summit by Saudi Arabia, MurtazaSolangi said as a founding 
member, Pakistan will continue to play its role in the objec-
tives of the establishment of the oIC and further strength-
ening of the organisation.MurtazaSolangi appreciated 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan-KSA agree to expand 
cooperation in field of media

Minister and envoy also discussed the upcoming oIC meeting

President conveys PTI’s 
level-playing field 

concerns to caretakers
President Alvi calls on PM kakar to make 

“efforts as neutral entity to provide a 
level-playing field for all political parties”

MehtAB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: President Arif Alvi on Wednes-
day conveyed his party, Imran khan-led Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) concerns re-
garding the “erosion of fundamental rights” 
and unavailability of a level-playing field for 
all political parties to Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwaar-ul-Haq kakar. The development 
comes as the Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) is all set to hold “free, fair and 
transparent” general elections in the coun-
try on February 8. The president forwarded 
a letter, written by PTI General Secretary 
omar Ayub khan, containing the former 
ruling party’s concerns. In the letter, Ayub 
conveyed the PTI’s concern on the erosion 
of fundamental rights, with particular ref-
erence to enforced disappearances, forced 
conversions of political loyalties, absence of a 

Continued on Page 06

Fawad urges NS 
to play his role

FAisAl sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Amid the prevailing po-
larisation in the country, former in-
formation minister Fawad Chaudhry 
on Wednesday urged Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
Nawaz Sharif to play his role in bringing 
down the political temperature in the 
country.  Speaking to the media after 
appearing in Islamabad’s district and 
sessions court in a fraud case, Fawad 
stressed the need for “political dia-
logue” between political parties to pave 
way for political stability in the country.  

Continued on Page 06

Israel’s genocide 
in Gaza continues 

Death toll neared 
10,600 martyrs

DNA
GAZA CITY: For the 33rd consecutive 
day, Israel’s massive carnage contin-
ues to claim more lives in the Gaza 
Strip as its army persists in bombing 
homes, hospitals, schools, mosques, 
roads, vehicles and entire neighbor-
hoods. Since last night, hundreds of 
citizens have been martyred and many 
others have been wounded in renewed 
spates of aerial and artillery attacks on 
different areas of Gaza. On Wednesday 
afternoon, the health ministry in Gaza 
said that the death toll neared 10,600 
martyrs, mostly women and chil-
dren, while the number of the wound-
ed citizens climbed to over 26,475. 

Continued on Page 06

Next PM will 
be ‘jiyala’

NAzir siyAl

kARACHI: Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) 
C h a i r m a n 
Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari 
on Wednes-
day said that 

the next prime minister of 
Pakistan will be a jiyala. Ad-
dressing party workers in 
karachi’s Ibrahim Hayderi, 
Bhutto said that the PPP will 
win the next general elec-
tions and form the next gov-
ernment. “We call fair and 
transparent elections a level 
playing field,” he said. “If the 
playing field is level, only the 
PPP will win the election.” 
Bhutto said that the PPP was 
with the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) when 
it was founded, but left the 
alliance during the PTI gov-
ernment. He said that the 
PPP was not interested in 
forcing Shahbaz Sharif to 
become prime minister. 

‘Pak never 
supplied 
arms to 
Ukraine’

ABiD rAzA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on 
Wednesday, 
while reject-
ing the no-
tions of any 
discussion on 
arms supply 

between the defence minis-
ters of Pakistan and Ukraine 
during their telephonic con-
versation, said the country 
neither supplied arms to 
Ukraine nor intended to do 
so. Foreign office spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, 
in a statement, clarified that 
as a matter of policy Pakistan 
did not supply arms to a re-
gion in conflict. “It (Pakistan) 
has not supplied nor does it 
intend to supply any arms to 
Ukraine,” she added. “This 
topic, therefore, was not dis-
cussed during the telephonic 
conversation between the 
ministers of defence of Paki-
stan and Ukraine”.

Iqbal Day
Remembering 
Poet of East

ISLAMABAD: 
The nation 
is celebrat-
ing Iqbal Day 
today to pay 
tribute to 
legend Dr Allama Muham-
mad Iqbal on his 146th 
birthday anniversary. Spe-
cial programmes will be 
held to shed light on the 
life of legend, calling for 
following the philosophy 
of Iqbal. Born on Novem-
ber 9, 1877 in Sialkot, 

Continued on Page 06

US weapons used in terror attacks
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ISLAMABAD :  In a signifi-
cant development aimed at 
providing crucial support 
to vulnerable communities 
across Pakistan, the Paki-
stan Red Crescent Society 
(PRCS) and Habib Bank 
Limited’s branchless bank-
ing platform konnect have 
formalized a comprehensive 
framework agreement for 
Cash Disbursement Services 
(CDS).  A high-level delega-
tion from Habib Bank Limit-
ed konnect, met with Chair-
man PRCS, Sardar Shahid 
Ahmed Laghari, at the PRCS 
national headquarters to for-
malize this vital partnership. 
The framework agreement, 
signed by Chairman PRCS, 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed 
Laghari, and Mr. Agha Is-
rar Ahmed, National Sales 

Head HBL konnect, outlines 
the collaborative effort in 
providing crucial payment 
and disbursement services 
to PRCS. Under this agree-
ment, PRCS will facilitate 
payments through the bank 

to duly registered beneficiar-
ies following the established 
Beneficiary Registration Pro-
cedure. 
Chairman PRCS, Sardar 
Shahid Ahmed Laghari, em-
phasized the critical junc-

ture Pakistan faces due to 
climate-induced disasters 
and economic challenges, 
impacting livelihoods across 
the nation. The Cash Assis-
tance program initiated by 
PRCS aims to provide vital 

support to the most deserv-
ing and vulnerable mem-
bers of society, fostering a 
return to normalcy in their 
lives. “our commitment to 
vulnerable communities is 
unwavering, and this new 
partnership underscores 
our dedication to delivering 
services to those in need 
with utmost enthusiasm,” 
he remarked.  Additionally, 
Chairman Laghari highlight-
ed PRCS’s ongoing efforts 
to strengthen the Cash Assis-
tance Program, emphasizing 
the focus on forging more 
partnerships to efficiently 
extend the program’s ser-
vices to vulnerable commu-
nities.   The partnership be-
tween PRCS and Habib Bank 
Limited reflects a shared 
vision to address pressing 
challenges and contribute to 
the betterment of society. 

PRCS and HBL ink MoU for cash disbursement services
It serves as a testament to the unwavering dedication of both organizations to make  

a positive impact on the lives of vulnerable individuals and communities throughout Pakistan 

Alvi for promoting 
trade, cultural ties 

with Indonesia

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Federal Minister for National Heritage and Culture, Jamal Shah in  
meeting with His Excellency Mr. Jiang Zaidong, Ambassador of China, at China Embassy.—DNA

ADil shAheeN

 ISLAMABAD : President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Wednesday called for further pro-
moting trade, investment, economic, 
cultural and political relations with 
Indonesia to bring the two countries 
further closer. The president ex-
pressed these views while talking to 
the outgoing Ambassador of Indone-
sia Adam Mulawarman Tugio, who 
called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. Talking 
to the outgoing envoy, the president 
said that Pakistan cherished its close, 
friendly, and fraternal relations with 
Indonesia, which were marked by re-
ligious and cultural affinities and com-
monality of views on different issues.

He stressed that expanded trade, in-
vestment, and economic cooperation 
was a vital element of bilateral re-
lations between Pakistan and Indo-
nesia. He added that Pakistan was 
keen to further deepen its cooper-
ation in the fields of commerce, cul-
ture, tourism, and people-to-people 
contacts. President Alvi said that 
Indonesian businessmen should 
explore investment opportunities 
in Pakistan and benefit from its in-
vestment-friendly policies. He said 
that increased mutual political and 
cultural exchanges were imperative 
to further improve the brotherly ties 
between Pakistan and Indonesia. 
The outgoing Indonesian Ambassa-
dor, Adam Mulawarman Tugio said 

that Pakistan and Indonesia should 
diversify trade and investment co-
operation to further boost bilateral 
relations. He informed that they 
were planning to open direct flights 
between the two countries that would 
bring the two nations further closer. 
He further apprised that Pakistani 
students were among the major re-
cipients of academic scholarships in 
Indonesia. President Alvi thanked 
the ambassador for his valuable 
support and cooperation during his 
tenure and expressed the hope that 
the momentum of growth in bilat-
eral relations between the two coun-
tries would be maintained. He also 
expressed his best wishes for the am-
bassador for his future endeavours.

CM says provision of facilities 
to enhance abilities of students
 

DNA

LAHoRE  : Punjab Chief 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi has 
said that provision of mod-
ern equipment and basic fa-
cilities in schools can help 
in enhancing the abilities of 
students and improving the 
quality of education.
Chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi on Wednesday re-
viewed the implementation 
of the instructions given 
to improve the condition 
of a school during his last 
visit to Government Junior 
Model School Model Town 
in Lahore five days ago. 
After directions in his first 
visit of school, furniture 
for the students has been 
provided in classes, cleanli-
ness has improved, schools 
and classrooms have been 
painted, lights and fans 
have been installed and 
glasses of windows have 
also been installed.
Children expressed their 
happiness on the sudden ar-

rival of Chief Minister Mo-
hsin Naqvi at school, chil-
dren gathered around Chief 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi. 
The children thanked the 
Chief Minister for taking 
immediate steps to improve 
the condition of the school.
Chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi mingled with the 
children, shook hands and 
talked to them. Chief Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi specially 
called the school sweeper 
Robert to him and asked 
about the solution to the 
problem, Robert thanked the 
Chief Minister for solving 
the problem. Chief Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi visited the 
classrooms, met the children 
and asked about the prob-
lems. Children complained 
about not being allowed to 
play in the school and not 
having a canteen. Chief Min-
ister Mohsin Naqvi directed 
to allow children to play in 
school breaks and he gave 
instructions on the spot to 
the principal not to stop 
the children from playing. 

He told to the students that 
cricketer Wahab Riaz will 
also come and play cricket 
with you and a canteen will 
also be opened in the school 
soon. Chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi ordered to replace the 
old computers of the IT lab 
built in 2009.
The CM directed Deputy 
Commissioner that modern 
computers should be pro-
vided immediately for the 
IT lab. He said in modern 
times, education is not pos-
sible without computers and 
no one can deny the need 
for a modern IT lab for chil-
dren. Chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi’s directive to allocate 3 
rooms for IT lab and increase 
the number of computers 
to 50. Provincial Ministers 
Mansoor Qadir, Amir Mir 
and Azfar Ali Nasir were 
also with him. Secretary 
Construction and Communi-
cations, Secretary Schools 
Education, Chief Executive 
officer Education and relat-
ed officials were also pres-
ent on this occasion.  LESCo detects power 

theft in Airline
LAHoRE :Lahore Electric 
Supply Company (LESCo) 
has detected wide-scale 
power thefts during opera-
tions against power thieves 
in its sub-divisions of Air-
line and Wagah. While, Gul-
dasht Town Sub-Division 
set up a camp in Phularwan 
area to address customers’ 
complaints. The LESCo 
spokesman told media here 
Wednesday that during 
on-going search operation 
against power pilferers, an 
inspection team of Airline 
Sub-Division found Ma-
lik Snooker Club stealing 
electricity by reversing the 

electricity meter. The LES-
Co team imposed a fine of 
Rs 590,000 on the accused 
after disconnecting the con-
nection on the spot, besides 
got arrested one of the ac-
cused by the local police.
Similarly, Wagah Road 
Sub-Division SDo Hamad 
Tahir Gujjar along with his 
staff and Elite Force police 
conducted an operation in 
Pidda and Qila Jeevan Singh 
villages. The inspection team 
detected a tube-well on elec-
tricity being stolen from the 
main transmission line. They 
disconnected power supply 
to the tube-well and also 

dismounted the respective 
power transformer, besides 
charging the accused with 
76,000 units in the form of 
detection bill and registering 
an FIR against him in the 
area police station. Wagah 
Sub-Division’s team removed 
22 connections stealing 
electricity through illegal 
hooks on the main line, and 
also seized three heaters in 
Jeevan Singh Fort. An FIR 
application against them 
was submitted in the con-
cerned police station and 
all these connections have 
also been fined Rs 1.760 
million.—DNA

School 
children 

demonstrate 
athletics 

prowess at 
Schoolympics

MULTAN :Season-III of 
Schoolympics 2023 contin-
ued with passionate and 
energetic participation by 
school children who demon-
strated their skills in differ-
ent games including hockey 
and football on Wednesday.
The revolutionary sports 
initiative of south Punjab 
Education Department was 
attracting a large number 
of school children to the 
sports grounds in south 
Punjab availing fully a re-
markable opportunity to 
demonstrate their skills 
and bring honour to their 
respective schools.
Additional secretaries 
School Education Depart-
ment South Punjab Sayed-
da Sarosh Fatima Sherazi 
and khawaja Mazhar Ul 
Haq Siddiqui, section of-
ficers Hina Chaudhry and 
Samreen Nadeem visited 
different grounds along 
with other officials and wit-
nessed hockey matches at 
Mutiullah Hockey Stadium 
in Bahawalpur and other 
sports grounds. In the sev-
enth hockey match of the 
tournament, Bahawalpur 
Buraq defeated rivals from 
Rajanpur 5-0 and Sawera 
was declared the player 
of the match. Sehrish Ab-
bas from girls high school 
Apwa witnessed the match 
as special guest. Rahim 
yar khan yaraan team de-
feated Dera Ghazi khan 
4-0 with Ambreen declared 
the player of the match in 
the 8th hockey match, to-
day’s second.  —APP

Integrated policies, strict  
implementation need of the hour

kARACHI: The Institute 
of Business Management 
(IoBM) recently hosted the 
two-day International Con-
ference on Business Man-
agement and Sustainability 
(ICBMS). This first day of 
the event poised to be a piv-
otal gathering, attracting a 
diverse range of participants, 
including prominent govern-
ment officials, experts from 
renowned educational institu-
tions as well as senior corpo-
rate executives from leading 
companies in Pakistan. The 
Chief Guest at the occasion 
was Mr. younus Dagha, Min-
ister for Revenue, Industries 
and Commerce, Sindh with 
the welcome address deliv-
ered by Mr. Talib S. karim, 
President of IoBM. Under 

the theme “The Sustainable 
and Innovative Businesses in 
Uncertain Times: Challeng-
es and opportunities,” the 
conference was hosted on 
the IoBM campus, setting the 
stage for substantive discus-
sions, collaboration, and the 
sharing of profound insights. 
The inaugural session fea-
tured a keynote speech by Dr. 
Shakeel Sadiq Jajja, a Fulbright 
Scholar from Stanford Univer-
sity and Associate Professor at 
LUMS. Notable guests includ-
ed Mr. Iftikhar Ahmed Sheikh, 
President of the karachi 
Chambers of Commerce, and 
Mr. Muhammad Azfar Ahsan, 
President of the Marketing 
Association of Pakistan. 
The Chief Guest at the oc-
casion, Mr. younus Dagha 

shed light on the agenda 
of the conference by not-
ing that: “Globalization has 
created connectivity, it has 
eased access to information 
but it has also exposed our 
businesses, our practices, 
and our governance to the 
clients that we deal with 
on a B2B and G2B basis. 
Most of Pakistan’s policies 
are adversely affected by 
incompetence at the poli-
cy-making level, but more 
than that at the implemen-
tation level. Therefore, our 
regulators, with respect to 
national policies and their 
implementation on the 
ground, need to develop 
an integrated policy to 
address this issue in a sus-
tainable manner.”—APP

Curbing 
environmental 

pollution 
global issue: 

Commissioner
MULTAN :Commissioner 
Multan division, Amir khat-
tak said that eradication of 
environmental pollution 
was a global issue this time 
and we have to control it in 
our country.
He expressed these views 
while inaugurating smog 
awareness and tree plan-
tation drive by planting a 
sapling here Wednesday. 
The event was organized 
by Baseerat Welfare organ-
ization. The Commissioner 
termed smog awareness 
and tree plantation drive a 
good initiative and urged 
the citizens to come for-
ward and play their role 
in this regard. Chairman 
Baseerat Welfare organiza-
tion Engineer Shakhawat 
Ali Sial said that 50,000 
trees would be planted next 
year to protect Multanites 
from environmental pollu-
tion. —APP

Bus catches fire 
on motorway  

near Hassanabdal
ATToCk : A Manseh-
ra-bound passenger bus 
coming from Lahore caught 
on Hazara motorway near 
Hassanabdal on Wednesday, 
however no loss of life or 
casualty was reported, of-
ficial sources said. Accord-
ing to the national highway 
and motorway Police and 
Rescue 1122 sources, the 
bus of a private transport 
company was heading to-
wards its destination when 
it reached Hassanabdal, its 
engine caught fire. —APP

President Alvi said that Indonesian businessmen should explore 
investment opportunities in Pakistan and benefit from its invest-

ment-friendly policies

SPE and PAPG held 29th Annual 
Technical Conference exhibition 

ISLAMABAD : The Society of Petroleum Engineers (SPE) Pakistan Section and Pakistan Association of Petroleum 
Geoscientists (PAPG) held the 29th Annual Technical Conference (ATC) and Exhibition from 7th and 8th November 
2023 at the Serena Hotel, Islamabad, Pakistan. The Federal Secretary for Ministry of Energy (Petroleum Division) Mr. 
Momin Agha was the Chief Guest at the closing ceremony. In his address to the forum the Honourable Federal Secre-
tary mentioned that the Government is working on attracting new FDI with particular focus on ‘offshore exploration’ 
in Arabia Sea as the game changer for E&P sector of Pakistan. Later on, he presented shields to the main organisers 
of the conference.  The theme of this year’s conference was “Exploring the Unexplored: High Risk Plays and Economic 
Challenges”. The Conference and Exhibition was inaugurated by the Honorable Federal Minister for Energy, Mr. Mu-
hammad Ali on 7th of November 2023. During the ATC 36 professional papers were presented on technologies and case 
studies related to the field of oil and gas exploration. A keynote address was delivered by Mr. Mohamed Al Marzouqi 
who is Executive Vice President of Abu Dhabi National oil Company (ADNoC) and Regional Director for SPE Middle 
East & North Africa. A session was held on the importance of ‘Diversity & Inclusion in oilfield’. A panel discussion 
was moderated by Mr. Zaurayze Tarique, Managing Director of SLB Pakistan & yemen on the theme of the conference. 
The elite panelists included Mr. Muhammad Aamir Salim from oGDCL, Mr. Faheem Haider from MPCL, Mr. Mausuf 
Ahmed from United Energy Pakistan, Mr. Muhammad Asim Subhani from Prime Pakistan Limited and Mr. Hilal Al 
Busaidi from SLB. All the panelists agreed that the situation with indigenous oil and gas in Pakistan is far from over, 
although, the low hanging fruits have already been picked. With the right approach and support from the Government, 
focused efforts can minimize the dependence of imported energy and the forum pledged to provide support wherever 
needed. Mr. Farrukh Saghir representing the Pakistan Association of Petroleum Geoscientists in his closing address 
highlighted the activities of the two days of conference and thanked the delegates, the sponsors, the authors, the exhib-
itors and all the participants for making the 29th ATC a memorable event. He emphasized on the appropriateness of the 
theme and highlighted ‘High Risk Plays’ and the challenges associated. Exploration in Frontier areas has a lot of chal-
lenges and possible ways to address them were highlighted.   The Annual Technical Conference is a flagship event of the 
Upstream oil & Gas Industry of Pakistan which attracts international and domestic experts. It provides an opportunity 
to international and local industry to showcase technology. It is a forum where the authors share their experiences of 
successful deployment of technology for the benefit of the entire industry. The application of new technology can bring 
improvement and increase oil and gas production from the indigenous resources of Pakistan. 



Rs 184,000 
fine,15 FIRs 
registered 

for violating 
dengue SOPs 

in 24 hours
RAWALPINDI: District 
Health Authority(DHA) in 
collaboration with allied 
departments had fined Rs 
184,000 and lodged 15 FIRs 
on violations of anti-dengue 
SoPs during the last 24 
hours.  District Coordinator 
Epidemics Prevention and 
Control (DCEPC), Dr Sajjad 
Mehmood Wednesday said 
that the health department, 
in collaboration with allied 
departments, had issued 
tickets to 11 and sealed 
one premise on violations 
of dengue SoPs during the 
last 24 hours. Presently, 
the health officer informed 
that 47 patients were ad-
mitted to different district 
health facilities, of which 35 
were confirmed cases while 
2,439 were discharged after 
treatment.  Dr Sajjad added 
that with the arrival of 17 
more cases during the last 
24 hours, the district’s total 
tally had reached 2,475 con-
firmed cases. Among the 
new cases, he informed that 
ten patients had arrived 
from the Potohar town ur-
ban area, five from the Mu-
nicipal Corporation area 
and one each from Potohar 
rural and Chaklala Canton-
ment area.—APP

ERWR 
declares 

25 brands 
of bottled 

water unsafe 
for human 

consumption
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Council of Research in Wa-
ter Resources (PCRWR) 
has declared 25 brands of 
bottled water unsafe for 
human consumption due to 
microbiological or chemical 
contamination. THE PCR-
WR collected 197 samples 
of mineral/bottled water 
brands from 20 cities for 
the 3rd quarter of year 
2023 (July to September). 
Comparison of test results 
with the bottled water 
quality standards of Paki-
stan Standards & Quality 
Control Authority (PSQCA) 
has revealed that 25 brands 
were unsafe for human con-
sumption, said a statement 
issued here Wednesday. 
Nineteen brands (Qudrat 
Water, Natural, Premium 
Safa Purified Water, Z Pure 
Drinking Water, Best Natu-
ral, klear, Sona Water Life 
Pure Drinking Water, Pure 
and Healthy Alkaline Water, 
Aqua 100, Elstein, Aab-e-
Haram, khizer Pure Water, 
Fine, Barsay, Aab-e-Mus-
kan, Aab-e-Hayat, Indus, 
oslo, Fresh smart pure wa-
ter) were found to be unsafe 
due to presence of higher 
levels of sodium, three 
brands (khizer pure water, 
Fine, Indus) were found un-
safe due to presence of high 
level of TDS than the per-
missible limit, while, one 
brand (Imperial) was found 
unsafe due to presence of 
high level of Potassium than 
the permissible limit.—APP

ANF seizes 
over 286 kg 
drugs in four 
operations

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting four operations 
across the country man-
aged to recover over 286 kg 
of drugs and arrested nine 
accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here 
on Wednesday. He informed 
that in an operation, 22.8 
kg hashish and 9.6 kg opi-
um were recovered from a 
truck near Sangjani Toll Pla-
za Islamabad. Two accused 
residents of Nowshera who 
were trying to smuggle drugs 
were arrested during the 
operation. In another oper-
ation, 202.8 kg hashish con-
cealed in fuel tank of a truck 
was recovered near Sher 
Shah Toll Plaza Multan. Two 
accused residents of Sora 
khyber were arrested on the 
spot. In third operation, 16.8 
kg hashish and 31.2 kg opium 
were recovered from a car in-
tercepted near Millat Chowk, 
Faisalabad. During the oper-
ation, two accused residents 
of Jhang and Faisalabad were 
rounded up.  In the fourth 
operation, three suspects 
who were going on a motor-
cycle were arrested from the 
Sadaqat Hotel area.—DNA

Women involvement in 
decision making inevitable
The president said the nation’s investment on the women education went to waste when they sat at 

home without going into the practical life

MAhNoor ANsAr

ISLAMABAD, President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Wednesday emphasizing 
the women’s active participation 
in all sectors, said one of the rea-
sons behind Pakistan lacking pros-
perity was the non-involvement 
of women in decision making as 
well as the economic corridors of 
power. The president, addressing 
the 12th Convocation of Interna-
tional Islamic University Islama-
bad, said the nation’s investment 
on the women education went to 
waste when they sat at home with-
out going into the practical life. 
Saudi Ambassador in Islamabad 
Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmad Al-Mal-
kiy, Qatari Ambassador Sheikh 
Saoud bin Abdulrahman Al-Thani, 
first secretary of Thailand, IIUI 
Pro-Chancellor Dr Ahmed Salem 
Muhammad Al-Ameri, Rector Dr 

Samina Malik and President Dr 
Hathal Homoud Alotaibi also at-
tended the convocation besides 
other diplomats and education-
ists.  “Education is investment of 
this poor nation on you. If you will 
sit at home, this will be the loss 
of the nation.  I want you not to 
give up its practical application. 
(However), this is the duty of the 
government and the nation to pro-
vide you a harassment-free work-
ing environment,” the president 
remarked. He also called for job 
structures for the women which 
should also facilitate them keep-
ing in view the family-related en-
gagements of the women. Citing 
the example of Holy Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH)’s wife Hazrat 
khadija, also a working business 
woman, the president said Islam 
encouraged the women to work 
as it was not possible to leave half 

of the country’s population unu-
tilised. He, who earlier awarded 
PhD degrees to 138 and gold med-
als to 71 students, congratulated 
the students, their parents as well 
as the university and teachers for 
their hard work. He was apprecia-
tive that girl students consisted 
of over half of the total 34,000 
strength of the university.
He advised the new graduates to 
welcome the knowledge without 
any religious biases or selection, 
and always remain humble and 
act as a knowledge-seeker. Ex-
pressing his worries about the un-
bridled human mentality as being 
practised in Gaza, the president 
said Muslims derived their laws 
from Holy Quran and the teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). 
He lauded Pope Francis’ call for 
a ceasefire in Gaza, though the 
West and Israel seemed unwill-

ing to do so.  He said the world 
was keeping mum on the issue 
to serve the interests of the West 
which was unjustified in wake of 
the unprecedented barbarism 
being committed by the Israel 
against innocent Palestinians. 
He told the students that in the 
past, the decision making pow-
ers vested with the Muftis and 
the state’s role was confined to 
just their appointment.  Calling 
the new graduates “elite” going 
into decision-making, President 
Alvi said it was their respon-
sibility to uplift the poor and 
change the society. Lamenting 
the Muslims’ hesitation and mis-
interpretation of the scientific 
inventions in the past, he said 
the second renaissance of Mus-
lims was not possible without 
keeping the doors to knowledge 
open. The IIUI Pro-Chancellor 

Dr Ahmed Salem Muhammad 
Al-Ameri congratulated the new 
graduates and said by obtaining 
degrees, they were stepping into 
their practical lives. The IIU 
President Dr Hathal Homoud 
Alotaibi highlighting the 2022-
26 Strategic Plan, said the uni-
versity had taken multiple initia-
tives to modernise the teaching 
process and thanked the Saudi 
government for supporting the 
institution. He told the ceremony 
that work on Campus Manage-
ment Project had been initiated to 
convert the varsity on electronic 
system and that quality depart-
ment had been transformed into 
quality and development direc-
torate.  Rector Dr Samina Malik 
said the IIUI was imparting edu-
cation in 114 professional disci-
plines making it one of the best 
institutions in the world.

tAj NABi khAN

ISLAMABAD: Dr Allama Mu-
hammad Iqbal’s philosophy is 
not only the source of guidance 
for the nation to deal with social 
issues but it is also a beacon of 
light for the entire Muslim Um-
mah to cope with present-day 
challenges.  
Popularly known in the country 
and other parts of the world as 
the “Poet of the East”, Dr. Alla-
ma Muhammad Iqbal was born 
in Sialkot on November 9, 1877. 
His Allahabad address of 1930 
was a watershed moment in 
pre-partition history. 
He also played a prominent role 
in inspiring millions of Muslims 
across the sub-continent for an 
independent homeland where 
they could practice Islam. 
The youngsters need to pay at-
tention to the works of the poet 
to enrich their understanding 
of the true message, especially 
that is directed toward them. 

His philosophical works play a 
vital role in boosting the self-es-
teem of the youth in surmount-
ing the day-to-day challenges by 
infusing the spirit of hard work, 
consistent struggle and commit-
ment.   This year, November 9 
is being observed to mark the 
146th birth anniversary of Dr 
Allama Mohammad Iqbal (1877-
1938) across the country. In 
1927, Iqbal was elected to the 
Punjab Provincial Legislature, 
and in 1930, he became presi-
dent of the Muslim League. 
Alongside his political activism, 
he was also considered the fore-
most Muslim thinker as his po-
etry and philosophy (Urdu and 
Persian) stresses the need to 
nourish Muslims through moral, 
ethical and self-development.
The parents are urged to play 
their role to bring the teachings 
of the poet into the limelight 
for nourishing the spirit of their 
youngsters and to mould their 
minds and shape their charac-
ters in light of the core philos-

ophy of Dr Allama Mohammad 
Iqbal. Iqbal was an acclaimed 
poet and philosopher. He is 
credited with writing poetry and 
using his political influence to 
demand the creation of a sep-
arate homeland for Muslims. 
His address gave a clear direc-
tion and separate identity to 
Muslims of the sub-continent to 
achieve Pakistan.
He was undoubtedly a great 
poet, thinker and philosopher. 
His poetry for children was a 
great asset and carried moral 
lessons. The poetic contribu-
tions of Allama Iqbal are ac-
knowledged both at national and 
international levels. His teach-
ing is a precious legacy for the 
nation and there is a dire need 
to make his works accessible in 
its true spirit and context.
Iqbal has not only seen a dream 
of a separate homeland for 
Muslims of the sub-continent 
but also a progressive and pros-
perous country. His visionary 
thoughts blessed the nation with 

an independent country and now 
it is the responsibility of the cit-
izens to realize his dream of a 
prosperous country.
Great nations always remember 
their national heroes and take 
steps to foster the young gener-
ation’s interest in their works. 
The survival and identity of the 
nation lie in following the teach-
ings of the great leader.
Allama Mohammad Iqbal was a 
great poet and philosopher who 
left no stone unturned in the 
awakening of the Muslims of 
the sub-continent. He kept them 
united while motivating them for 
a separate homeland where they 
could exercise their social, polit-
ical and religious rights.
Dr Safeer Awan, Dean Facul-
ty of Social Sciences, National 
University of Modern Languag-
es (NUML) said, “It was really 
interesting about Iqbal’s works 
that he has something or the 
other for everyone.” He said if 
someone was revolutionary, he 
would motivate him to stand 

and awake the masses from 
their deep slumber. “But it was 
an important challenge for the 
scholars to see that what kind 
of practices could emerge from 
his philosophical and theoretical 
works”, he added.  
Talking to APP, Dr Shakeel Ah-
mad, Faculty Member, Depart-
ment of Arabic, Allama Iqbal 
open University (AIoU), states 
that Iqbal’s entire works (prose 
and poetry) present a complete 
code of guidelines for the na-
tion from individual personality 
building (concept of self) to the 
unity of Muslim Ummah. 
Dr Shakeel said, “The essence 
of his works proves instrumen-
tal in infusing spiritual vigor 
in individuals by connecting 
them to the legacy of Muslims’ 
achievements during their gold-
en times.” He used the symbol 
of an eagle (shaheen) to inspire 
the youth to fly (act) beyond 
their narrow vision by proving 
their metal in every field of life, 
he added.  

Qbal’s ideas direly needed to cope with present-day challenges
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IWMI, USAID focused on converting 
“hill torrent risks into opportunities

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) Pakistan, 
supported by USAID fund-
ing, organized a significant 
consultation workshop 
centered on the critical 
theme of  “Hill Torrents: 
Turning Risk into oppor-
tunities.”
The workshop under-
scored the pivotal role of 
community engagement, 
cross-sector collaboration, 
and expert guidance in 
harnessing the potential 
for transformative change 
in these challenging envi-
ronments.  The event re-
affirmed IWMI Pakistan’s 
commitment to sustain-
able water management 
practices that empower 
communities and enhance 
productivity in hill tor-
rent-affected areas.
“This workshop was 
marked by engaging dis-
cussions, collaborative 
presentations, and expert 
insights, as community 

members and stakehold-
ers gathered to address 
water-related issues and 
explore solutions in the 
challenging context of hill 
torrents,” said Dr. Sarfraz 
Munir, Researcher, IWMI 
Pakistan.
“Through this consulta-
tion, our aim is to foster 
collaboration and engage-
ment with relevant gov-
ernment departments, 
policymakers, the private 
sector, academia, and 
most importantly the local 
communities. We are com-
mitted to listening to and 
learning from your first-
hand experiences, as we 
collectively work towards 
addressing and mitigating 
the challenges posed by 
changing rainfall patterns 
and the increasing threat 
of floods” said Muhammad 
Nawaz, Development Spe-
cialist, USAID/Pakistan.
The Community Listening 
Session served as a plat-
form where community 
members were convened 
to engage in a meaningful 
dialogue regarding their 

experiences and challeng-
es while confronting the 
heavy rainwater originat-
ing from the hills in the 
form of hill torrents. 
This interactive gathering 
provided an invaluable op-
portunity for community 
elders to share their per-
spectives and insights.
This collaborative dis-
course facilitated the 
exploration of potential 
solutions and strategies 
to transform the inherent 
risks associated with hill 
torrents into constructive 
opportunities for the ben-
efit of the community at 
large. 
The communities who par-
ticipated in the discussion 
were from the Daraban 
Zam, Tank Zam and Gomal 
Zam areas of District Tank 
and Dera Ismail khan, 
khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
This constructive ex-
change was enriched by 
informative presentations 
delivered by representa-
tives from non-governmen-
tal organizations (NGos), 
the private sector, and the 

public sector. 
Distinguished speakers 
included Engr. Tariq Ali 
from the Irrigation De-
partment, khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Munawar khatak 
of HELVETAS Pakistan, 
and Engr. Zahoor Ahmad 
from Ages Consultants, 
Peshawar.
The event featured an en-
lightening panel discus-
sion chaired by Mr. Nazim 
Ali, a USAID representa-
tive, focusing on the prior-
ities of public and non-gov-
ernmental sectors. This 
panel brought together 
key stakeholders from the 
public and private sectors, 
along with representatives 
from NGos, to exchange 
views and highlight collec-
tive priorities. 
In the end, Muhammad 
Nawaz, Development Spe-
cialist, USAID Pakistan, 
facilitated a forward-look-
ing session, emphasizing 
the need to prioritize in-
terventions as part of a 
comprehensive strategy to 
address hill torrents chal-
lenges effectively.

oCC&EC to unveil Pak 
first policy draft for 

trading in carbon markets
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Climate Change and Environ-
mental Coordination (MoCC&EC) is all set to roll out the 
first ever policy draft of the country’s carbon credits trading 
in the international market at the highest forum of Climate 
Change Council headed by the Prime Minister. This was said 
by  Secretary Ministry of Climate Change and Environmen-
tal Coordination, Asif Hyder Shah during the meeting of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Climate Change chaired by 
Senator Seemee Ezdi.   The secretary briefed the committee 
on Climate Change’s  two agenda items mainly the Carbon 
Market Policy guidelines and Pakistan’s strategy for CoP-28 
meeting with special focus on operationalization of the Loss 
and Damage fund. Earlier, the chairperson Senate Standing 
Committee expressed resentment over repeated delays on 
convening the body meeting due to the letters of postpone-
ment sent by the ministry.  She added that the meeting was 
held after three months and was the first since the culmina-
tion of the previous regime.  She reprimanded the ministry 
officials for sending her the letters to postpone the meeting.   
The secretary mentioned that trading in carbon markets was 
a tricky subject evolving every year, whereas the country 
had no such framework in place to deal with it.  However, 
the World Bank was requested to prepare the document 
which demanded a two-year duration for its consultants 
to prepare the policy document. The Special Investment 
Facilitation Council (SIFC) also took up the matter and 
asked to expedite the procedure and therefore, the next 
year deadline was set to finalize the document, he add-
ed.  “We will be open for public and private investments in 
carbon market. Moreover, the Ministry will seek the com-
mittee’s nod and then will send it to SIFC,” he added. Shah 
informed the committee that the carbon market comprised of 
compliance based carbon market and voluntary market. —DNA

ISLAMABAD: Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan Neil Hawkins posing for a photo graph wearing traditional” 
Chitrali Cap” in KPK Pavilion during annual 10 days Lok Mela 2023 at Lok versa in Federal Capital. —ONLINE

Al-Khidmat 
Foundation 

extends 
support to 

Gaza victims
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Al-khidmat 
Foundation, the relief wing 
of Jamaat-i-Islami, has taken 
swift action by dispatching 
relief supplies for Gazans 
to Egypt’s El Arish airport 
as part of ongoing efforts 
to alleviate the suffering of 
victims of Israeli bombard-
ment in the besieged enclave. 
A press release from the or-
ganisation said in collaboration 
with the National Disaster 
Management Authority, the 
foundation has sent a “compre-
hensive aid package, including 
essential items such as food, 
medicines, hygiene kits, de-
livery kits and baby kits”. 
It added that the foundation 
was prepared to send five 
additional planes with the 
necessary items already in 
shipping position.
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In a democratic society, every 
vote holds immense power. It 
is through the collective voice 
of individuals that we shape the 
course of our nation. Each vote 
represents a unique perspective, 
a chance to make a difference, 
and a voice that deserves to be 
heard. Voting is a fundamental 
right and a symbol of our dem-
ocratic principles. It is a way 
to actively engage in the deci-
sion-making process and contrib-
ute to the betterment of society.
Each person brings their unique 
experiences, beliefs, and values 
to the table. By casting a vote, in-
dividuals ensure that their voice 
is heard and their interests are 
represented.
Similarly, voting empowers 
marginalized communities, giv-
ing them a platform to address 
their concerns and advocate for 
change. Elected officials make 
decisions that impact our daily 
lives, from healthcare and edu-
cation to the environment and 
social justice. By voting, we have 
the power to shape these poli-
cies and create a better future. 
Voting allows us to hold our 
elected officials accountable for 
their actions. It is a way to ex-

press our satisfaction or dissat-
isfaction with their performance 
and influence future decisions. 
When it comes to the voting 
system in Pakistan, it’s like a 
thrilling adventure that takes 
us through twists and turns, 
where the power of democracy 
lies in the hands of the people. 
Imagine a bustling election day, 
with voters from diverse back-
grounds coming together to cast 
their ballots, each vote a voice 
that shapes the future of the na-
tion. From the vibrant streets of 
Lahore to the serene valleys of 
Gilgit-Baltistan, the voting sys-
tem in Pakistan is a tapestry of 
hopes, dreams, and aspirations. 
But like any great adventure, 
it’s not without its challenges. 
The journey towards a fair and 
transparent voting system has 
faced hurdles along the way. 
From concerns about corruption 
to ensuring equal access for all 
citizens, the quest for a flawless 
system continues. Mark Twain 
once said, “If voting made any 
difference, they wouldn’t let 
us do it,” raises valid concerns 
about the effectiveness of voting 
in bringing about real change. 
It suggests that those in power 
may manipulate the system to 
maintain their control, making 
voting seem futile. While there 

are instances where political 
systems may be flawed or cor-
rupted, it’s essential to consid-
er the broader context and the 
potential impact of voting. one 
way to approach this analysis is 
by examining historical exam-
ples where voting has made a 
significant difference. Take, for 
instance, the Civil Rights Move-
ment in the United States. Afri-
can Americans fought tirelessly 
for their right to vote, facing im-
mense obstacles such as poll tax-
es and literacy tests. However, 
their determination and collec-
tive action ultimately led to the 
passage of the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, which dismantled dis-
criminatory voting practices and 
expanded access to the ballot 
box. This example demonstrates 
how voting can be a powerful 
tool for marginalised communi-
ties to challenge systemic injus-
tices and bring about meaningful 
change. Another example can 
be found in countries transition-
ing from authoritarian regimes 
to democracies. In places like 
South Africa and Myanmar, 
voting played a crucial role in 
dismantling oppressive systems 
and establishing more inclusive 
governments. By participating 
in elections, citizens were able 
to shape the political landscape 

and elect leaders who would 
work towards a more equitable 
society. However, it is important 
to acknowledge that voting alone 
is not a panacea for all societal 
issues. It is just one aspect of 
civic engagement and should be 
complemented by other forms 
of activism and advocacy. For in-
stance, grass-roots movements, 
protests, and community organ-
ising can amplify the voices of 
marginalised groups and push 
for structural changes that vot-
ing alone may not achieve. More-
over, the effectiveness of voting 
can be influenced by various 
factors, including voter suppres-
sion, gerrymandering, and the 
influence of money in politics. 
These challenges can undermine 
the democratic process and lim-
it the impact of individual votes. 
Addressing these issues requires 
ongoing efforts to promote trans-
parency, fairness, and equal ac-
cess to the electoral system. yet, 
amidst these challenges, there 
are stories of resilience and pro-
gress. Efforts are being made to 
enhance transparency, strength-
en electoral institutions, and 
empower voters. Technology is 
playing a pivotal role, with initi-
atives like biometric verification 
and electronic voting machines 
aiming to streamline the process 

and minimise irregularities. To 
control vote corruption in Paki-
stan, several measures should 
be implemented to ensure a fair 
and transparent electoral pro-
cess such as by Strengthening 
the independence and authority 
of the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) to monitor and 
regulate elections effectively, 
by Implementing a modern and 
secure voter registration system 
to eliminate duplicate and fake 
voter registrations, by enforcing 
strict penalties for voter bribery, 
intimidation, and other corrupt 
practices, by encouraging civil 
society organizations and citizen 
groups to actively participate in 
electoral monitoring and advo-
cacy for electoral reforms, and 
by ensuring a fair and efficient 
judicial system to address elec-
tion-related disputes and allega-
tions of corruption. In the same 
way, the media plays a crucial 
role in controlling corruption in 
the context of voting in Pakistan. 
Through investigative journalism, 
transparency, and accountability, 
media outlets can expose cor-
rupt practices within the elector-
al process. They can shed light 
on voter manipulation, bribery, 
and misuse of power. By provid-
ing a platform for whistle-blow-
ers and informing the public 

about these issues, the media 
can create public awareness and 
scrutiny, forcing authorities to 
take action. Additionally, media 
can educate citizens about their 
rights and responsibilities in 
the voting process, empowering 
them to resist corrupt practices. 
Through unbiased reporting, the 
media can foster transparency, 
promote electoral integrity, and 
ultimately contribute to reducing 
corruption in the voting system, 
safeguarding the democratic 
process in Pakistan. So, as we 
navigate this exciting landscape, 
let’s remember the power we hold 
as individuals to shape the destiny 
of our nation through our votes. 
Together, we can build a stronger 
democracy, where every voice is 
heard and every vote counts. In 
conclusion, while it is essential to 
critically analyse the political sys-
tem and question the impact of vot-
ing, it is equally important to rec-
ognize its potential for change. 
Voting has played a significant 
role in historical movements 
and transitions to democracy. 
However, it should be seen as 
part of a broader toolkit for civic 
engagement, complemented by 
other forms of activism. By un-
derstanding the limitations and 
challenges of voting, we can 
work.

The power of one: How your vote can make a difference

Briefs
Smoke 

emitting 
vehicles 

banned in 
Islamabad to 
combat smog

DNA
ISLAMABAD: In an effort 
to curb the detrimental 
effects of smog and envi-
ronmental pollution, Islam-
abad has imposed a ban 
on the entry of vehicles 
emitting smoke within the 
city limits.  This prohibi-
tion extends to all types of 
vehicles, including private, 
government, and commer-
cial ones. The directive, 
issued by Islamabad Capital 
City Police officer (ICCPo) 
Dr. Akbar Nasir khan, man-
dates the restriction to re-
main in place until January. 
Violators of the ban will 
face legal consequences 
under the enforcement of 
Islamabad authorities. This 
stringent measure has been 
introduced to safeguard 
the city from the perils of 
heightened pollution levels 
and smog during the win-
ter season. The public is 
earnestly requested to col-
laborate with the local po-
lice to ensure the effective 
implementation of this cru-
cial initiative. In the event 
of any emergencies or to 
report violations, residents 
are encouraged to contact 
the Islamabad Police at 15 
or utilize the ICT Police app 
for prompt assistance and 
support.

IRSA releases 
112,500 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Wednesday released 
112,500 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations 
with inflow of 53,300 
cusecs.  According to the 
data released by IRSA, 
the water level in the Riv-
er Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1516.94 feet and was 
118.94 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow 
in the dam was recorded as 
27,600 cusecs and 55,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1195.25 
feet, which was 145.25 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were 
recorded 8,200 cusecs and 
40,000 cusecs respective-
ly.  The release of water at 
kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded 
as 70,400, 39,000, 37,600 
and 7,100 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from Riv-
er kabul, a total of 8,200 
cusecs of water released 
at Nowshera and 4,500 
cusecs released from Riv-
er Chenab at Marala.—APP

Renowned 
Urdu poet 
Jaun Alia 

remembered
DNA

He died after 
a protracted 

illness on 
November 
8, 2002 in 

Karachi
ISLAMABAD: Renowned 
Urdu poet and scholar 
Jaun Elia was remem-
bered on his death anni-
versary on Thursday. He 
was born on December 
14, 1931, in an illustrious 
family in Amroha,  Ut-
tar Pradesh. He was the 
youngest of his siblings. 
His father Allama Shafiq 
Hasan Elia was deeply 
involved in art and liter-
ature and also an astrol-
oger and a poet.  This 
literary environment 
modelled him along the 
same lines and he wrote 
his first Urdu couplet 
when he was just 8. He 
was fluent in Arabic, 
English, Persian, San-
skrit and Hebrew. Elia 
migrated to Pakistan in 
1957 and made karachi 
his home. His first poet-
ic collection Shayad was 
published in 1991, when 
he was 60. The second 
collection of his poet-
ry ya’ani was published 
posthumously in 2003. 
Later his companion, 
khalid Ansari, compiled 
and published his three 
consecutive collections, 
Gumaan in 2004, Lekin in 
2006 and Goya in 2008. 
He died after a protract-
ed illness on November 
8, 2002 in karachi.

Railways to 
introduce TDAS 

for improved 
track visibility 

in foggy 
conditions

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways is set to introduce 
the ‘Train Driver Assistant 
System’ (TDAS) to help 
train drivers a clear view of 
the railway tracks up to an 
impressive distance of 700 
meters. “The technology 
aims to enhance the safe-
ty and efficiency of train 
operations during adverse 
weather conditions, par-
ticularly in the presence of 
dense smog and fog,” an 
official in the Ministry told 
APP. The system, he said 
the TDAS is set to revolu-
tionize the way trains nav-
igate through foggy land-
scapes. It promised not only 
to avert potential accidents 
but also to facilitate smooth 
rail travel when visibility 
is severely compromised. 
He said the capabilities of 
this digital system extend 
beyond improved visibili-
ty; it can also identify and 
monitor vital elements such 
as signals, level crossings, 
gates, track obstructions, 
and other potential hazards 
within the same 700-meter 
radius. The official said this 
comprehensive approach to 
training management prom-
ises to reduce the risk of 
accidents significantly.
Initially, he said the depart-
ment was planning to install 
the anti-fog device in four 
engines. However, Pakistan 
Railways has outlined a stra-
tegic expansion plan, with 
the ultimate goal of equip-
ping all trains with this 
life-saving technology in 
the coming year. He said in 
a move to combat the per-
sistent challenge of fog-re-
lated train delays, Pakistan 
Railways has joined hands 
with the University of En-
gineering Taxila (UET) to 
introduce a cutting-edge 
‘Digital Railway Driving 
System.’—APP

Pakistan 
ranks 45th in 
world internet 
development 
index: blue 

paper
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
ranks 45th out of 52 coun-
tries in the world internet 
development index with a 
score of 41.82, as per the 
World Internet Develop-
ment Report 2023 launched 
on Wednesday at the 2023 
World Internet Conference 
in Wuzhen, Zhejiang prov-
ince, China Economic Net 
(CEN) reported.
 The world internet devel-
opment index consists of 
six metrics: information 
technology infrastructure, 
digital technology and in-
novation capability, digital 
economy, digital govern-
ment, cyber security, and 
cyberspace international 
management.  Pakistan 
ranks 47th, 43th, 42th, 
45th, 45th, and 40th in 
these six indicators re-
spectively. This is the 
first time that Pakistan 
has been included in the 
evaluation for the inter-
net development blue 
paper, along with four 
other countries. Top five 
performers in the world 
internet development in-
dex are the United Stat-
ed, China, Singapore, the 
Netherlands, and South 
korea, according to the re-
port.—APP

ICCI demands privatization
 of loss-making enterprises 

Zafar Bakhtawari, Former President ICCI and Secretary General UBG Pakistan highlighted the 
 importance of trade with neighboring countries for Pakistan, which can give better promotion  

to our trade and exports. He also shared useful ideas for facilitating the local investors 

FAisAl sheikh

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari , President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), leading a delegation, 
met with the Irfan Siddiqui, Chair-
man, Senate Standing Committee 
on Federal Education and Pro-
fessional Training, and discussed 
with him the contours of a future 
economic policy for the country. 
Faad Waheed Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Engr. Azhar ul Islam Zafar 
Vice President ICCI, Zafar Bakhta-
wari Former President and Secre-
tary General UBG Pakistan and Ri-
zwan Chheena Executive Member 
ICCI were in the delegation.
 Addressing the delegation, Senator 
Irfan Siddiqui, Chairman, Senate 
Standing Committee on Federal 
Education and Professional Train-
ing, said that the business commu-
nity is the major stakeholder in the 
development of the economy and 
he would raise their key issues at 
every relevant forum for redress. 
He welcomed the proposals of the 
delegation for future economic pol-
icy, promoting entrepreneurship 
among the youth to make the 
youth skilled and professional and 
assured that these proposals will 
be discussed in the committee 
meetings so that they can be con-
sidered for implementation. He 
also appreciated the suggestions 
of the delegation to make the man-
ifesto of PML-N business friendly 
and assured that if PML-N comes 
to power, it will take measures 
to facilitate them in business de-

velopment. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry said that 
the government should urgently 
privatize all loss-making SoEs in-
cluding PIA, Pakistan Steel Mills 
and Pakistan Railways to reduce 
its fiscal deficit. He proposed 
that the government should work 
for the establishment of a com-
mon market of oIC, SAARC and 
Shanghai Cooperation organiza-
tion to promote regional trade. 

He said that youth are the future 
of Pakistan, so it is necessary to 
adapt the educational curriculum 
according to the needs of the cur-
rent age to prepare skilled and pro-
fessional youth. It would improve 
their employability, promote busi-
ness activities and put the economy 
on the path of sustainable devel-
opment. He said that the students 
joining organizations are found 
deficient in practical work, so he 
suggested that the university stu-
dents should be bound to work as 

interns in the industries in the last 
year of their education program to 
gain practical experience and play 
an active role in the development of 
the industrial sector. Faad Waheed, 
Senior Vice President ICCI, said 
that the current tax system is quite 
complex due to which new taxpay-
ers are not motivated, so he empha-
sized the need to bring necessary 
reforms in the tax system to expand 
the tax net. Engr. Azhar ul Islam Za-
far, Vice President ICCI highlighted 
the importance of the construction 

industry in the development of the 
economy, which is currently facing 
many problems. He shared useful 
suggestions to provide better in-
centives to the construction sector 
for its better growth. Zafar Bakht-
awari, Former President ICCI and 
Secretary General UBG Pakistan 
highlighted the importance of trade 
with neighboring countries for Paki-
stan, which can give better promo-
tion to our trade and exports. He 
also shared useful ideas for facili-
tating the local investors. 

Customs Authority allows 
export of Pakistani dairy 

products to China 
DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Export of Pakistani milk 
and dairy products to China has been al-
lowed.
This was announced by General Admin-
istration of Customs of China (GACC) 
according to China Economic Net (CEN).
Ghulam Qadir Commercial Counsellor at 
Pakistan Embassy here said this decision 
marks a significant milestone in the bilat-
eral trade relationship between the two 
nations as Pakistan has the potential to 
create a new avenue for economic coop-
eration.  As China continues to diversify 
its import sources, the move is expected 
to open up lucrative opportunities for 
Pakistan’s dairy industry, potentially re-
shaping the dynamics of the global dairy 
trade. “Feeling jubilant over this new 

development. With this we are Inching 
closer towards sustainable bilateral trade 
between Pakistan and China with bigger 
share of Pakistan’s exports”, he added.
According to announcement, foods made 
from cow’s milk or camel’s milk, includ-
ing milk powder, whey powder, whey pro-
tein powder, bovine colostrum powder, 
sterilized milk, modulated milk, ferment-
ed milk, cheese and processed cheese, 
thin cream, cream, anhydrous cream, 
these dairy products can be exported to 
China from Pakistan. The statement from 
GACC further states that dairy animals 
that provide raw milk for dairy products 
exported to China shall meet different 
standards including FMD quarantine re-
strictions have been lifted for at least 2 
months and The farm has not been sub-
ject to quarantine restrictions for anthrax 
in the past 12 months.

Laptop 
Distribution 

ceremony 
held at 

Federal Urdu 
University

ISLAMABAD: The laptop 
distribution ceremony was 
held on Wednesday at the 
Federal Urdu University 
of Science and Technolo-
gy (FUUAST) Islamabad 
under the Prime Minis-
ter youth Laptop Scheme 
Phase-III.  The ceremony 
was attended by Mr. Man-
zoor Ali, Regional Coordina-
tor for the Laptop Scheme 
Higher Education Com-
mission. He distributed 
laptops among the winning 
students in the Prime Min-
ister youth Laptop Scheme 
Phase III. The function was 
organized by the In-charge 
Campus FUUAST Dr Eht-
ishamul Haque in the main 
hall of the university. In the 
success of the Prime Minis-
ter youth Laptop Scheme 
Phase-III program, a trib-
ute was paid to the efforts 
of the focal persons of uni-
versity departments i.e Dr 
Sadia Safdar, Dr Mehwish 
Aziz, Dr Saeedullah, Dr 
Aurangzeb, Dr Nadeem Na-
sir, Dr Aun Sajid, Mr Malik 
Ishtiaq, and Ms Dr Qara-ul-
Ain Iqbal. Additionally, Dr 
Uzma Siraj, Dr Sher Jouni, 
Dr Habibur Rehman, and 
Engineer Jamal Akram 
were also appreciated 
for their efforts in suc-
cessfully organizing the 
distribution laptop cere-
mony of the Prime Minis-
ter youth Laptop Scheme 
Phase-III at FUUAST Islam-
abad Campus.—APP

Pakistan’s ranking 
did not improve 

after the IMF deal
 

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National Business Group Pa-
kistan, President Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals 
Forum, and All karachi Industrial Alliance, and former 
provincial minister Mian Zahid Hussain said on Wednes-
day that despite positive negotiations from the IMF and 
clear possibilities of getting more loans, the value of the 
dollar is continuously increasing. The business commu-
nity is worried because the dollar is getting expensive, 
while profiteers are taking full advantage of the uncer-
tainty. Mian Zahid Hussain said that measures to control 
the dollar should be tightened and the economy should 
be fully documented. Speaking to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business leader said that the dollar had 
fallen to 276 rupees on october 16, after which its value 
started increasing. on November 3, the dollar was 285 
rupees, and now it is available at 287 rupees in the mar-
ket while further increases in its value are possible. 
The business leader said that reasons for the increase 
in the value of the dollar include import financing, 
debt financing, the law and order situation, the export 
position, and the increasing interest of the public in 
buying dollars. Mian Zahid Hussain further said that 
negotiations with the IMF are underway and that the 
agreement made by the previous government is being 
implemented. The losses in the power generation, 
transmission, and distribution systems are high, and all 
the axes of incompetence and corruption in this sector 
are falling on the people. Masses will also have to pay 
for the infamous circular debt, which has now reached 
2.6 trillion rupees, he added. Similarly, consumers are 
forced to bear the burden of all the mismanagement 
in the gas sector, the volume of which is 800 billion 
rupees per year. 869 billion rupees are still being col-
lected from the people in the name of the petroleum 
levy, and these measures have made the inflation sky 
high, he informed. He said that the IMF wants to bring 
real estate, builders, landlords, wholesalers, and re-
tailers into the tax net and reduce reliance on direct 
taxes. It can be done, but in this regard, our govern-
ment needs to do sufficient work because the policy of 
solving financial issues by increasing the tax burden on 
the people is the main cause of inflation and poverty 
in the country. Mian Zahid Hussain added that Paki-
stan wants to implement all the conditions of the IMF, 
while many conditions are being fully implemented, 
which has saved the country from bankruptcy, but still 
its global ranking has not improved.—DNA

Pakistan decides 
to extend 

registered Afghan 
refugees stay

ISLAMABAD ; Pakistan 
has decided to extend the 
stay of registered Afghan 
refugees in the country for 
six months, highly-placed 
sources said on Wednesday.
on october 3, an apex 
committee of the National 
Action Plan (NAP) meeting 
chaired by Caretaker Prime 
Minister Anwaarul Haq 
kakar gave all foreign na-
tionals living illegally in the 

country until october 31 to 
leave voluntarily or face de-
portation. The sources said 
the decision to extend the 
tenure of registered Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan was 
extended by the caretaker 
federal cabinet through a 
circulation summary. The 
caretaker government of 
Pakistan has decided to ex-
tend the stay of PoR (Proof 
of Registration) card-hold-

er Afghan refugees on the 
recommendation of the 
foreign office and interior 
ministry, the sources said. 
The tenure that expired on 
June 30, 2023 now stands 
enforced until December 
31. The decision will bene-
fit registered Afghans and 
their families. Separately, 
around 203,639 Afghan na-
tionals illegally staying in 
Pakistan, have returned to 
home till now, Commission-
erate for Afghan Refugees 
said. In the last 24 hours 
5,085 Afghan citizens 
returned to Afghanistan 
from the Torkham border 
crossing. Since october 1st, 
203,639 Afghan citizens who 
were illegally staying in Paki-
stan, have returned to home 
till now, the Commissionerate 
has said. —APP
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Meeting can add more 
ballast to stabilize relations

Canberra needs necessary 
nous to balance ties

I n yet another sign that relations between China and the United 
States are being stabilized, Chinese Vice-Premier He Lifeng is 
set to meet US Treasury Secretary Janet yellen in San Francisco 

on Thursday and Friday, just before senior finance officials and min-
isters of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation members officially 
meet. The new economic and financial forums launched in october 
by China’s Ministry of Finance and central bank and the US Treasury 
are also to be convened. In an opinion piece published by The Wash-
ington Post prior to her scheduled meeting with He, yellen said that 
the United States was seeking “healthy economic competition” with 
China, not decoupling. “Decoupling our economies would be eco-
nomically disastrous and run counter to our national interests,” she 
wrote. The two senior officials met previously in July, when yellen 
visited Beijing to try to stabilize the worsening Sino-US relationship 
amid growing US restrictions on technology. That trip was part of a 
series of visits by high-level US officials, including those by Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken and Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo. 
The discussions during those meetings have produced the current 
upturn in Sino-US relations. But it would be wrong to think that has 
come by easily with just a few choice words. Given that the past sever-
al years have seen the two sides lock horns with each other on trade 
and technology issues, the Taiwan question and the South China Sea 
issue, raising fears that they might be heading toward direct conflict, 
there have been a great deal of efforts needed to clear the air and 
calm the gathering tempest. Fortunately, the top leaders of the two 
countries have kept their eyes on the bigger picture, and have accept-
ed the need to jointly build “guardrails” to manage the differences 
between the two sides. Thus concrete actions have been taken to 
keep key channels of communication open that serve to avoid misun-
derstandings and reduce the risk of miscalculations. The more prag-
matic approach that the US has taken toward China may have also 
resulted from the fact that even as US policymakers have sought ways 
to cut ties with China, the two economies remain deeply intertwined. 
As economists have noted, even though the US may be reallocating 
its sourcing and imports away from China, it remains connected with 
and dependent on China through the third parties. As the Chinese 
leader has repeatedly stressed, the common interests of China and 
the US far outweigh their differences, and the two countries stand to 
gain from cooperation, while they will only lose from confrontation. 
It is time for the two sides to turn what they have agreed upon into 
substantial results that can benefit both countries.

A ustralian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s four-day China 
visit has presented a golden opportunity for Beijing and Can-
berra to accelerate the defrosting of relations that has been 

underway since the Albanese government took office. Judging by 
the outcomes of the China-Australia annual leaders’ meeting, which 
were released on Tuesday, relations are warming up nicely. The two 
sides agreed to expand bilateral trade, continue political dialogue, 
deepen people-to-people exchanges and cooperate on various multi-
lateral platforms. Such a marked improvement in ties would not have 
been possible without both sides making dedicated efforts to reinvig-
orate their relations that had soured under the prejudiced policies 
pursued by Albanese’s predecessor. By recognizing that cooperative 
relations are in the interests of both countries, Canberra and Beijing 
have been able to reach a rapprochement and swiftly resolve many of 
their trade disputes. By beginning his China trip on Nov 4 and pay-
ing a visit to the Temple of Heaven in Beijing on Monday, Albanese 
offered a tip of the hat to former Australian prime minister Gough 
Whitlam, who was the first Australian leader to pay a visit to China. 
He arrived 50 years ago, after the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries in 1972. As Chinese leaders often 
say, history is both a mirror and a source of strength and wisdom. 
Reviewing the two countries’ relations over the past five decades 
shows that whenever China and Australia focus on reciprocal coop-
eration and seek to properly handle their differences, their bilateral 
ties flourish. Whenever paranoia and ideological confrontation come 
to the fore, bilateral ties always deviate from the right track. An in-
creasingly turbulent world and a divisive political landscape mean it is 
not easy for the two countries to navigate their relations through the 
formidable challenges and uncertainties, but that is nothing new and 
it has always been a test of statesmen’s and stateswomen’s mettle. 
For Albanese, the tightrope to be walked is between China and the 
United States. With Australia being a close ally of the US, he has 
to not ruffle the feathers of Washington too much while seeking 
to improve ties with Beijing and not ire Beijing by being perceived 
as an enabler of the bloc confrontation Washington is trying to 
impose worldwide in its “competition” with China. What has tran-
spired so far this year suggests that the Australian and Chinese 
leaders have the necessary nous to keep Washington’s hysterics 
as background noise. If they continue to prove that is the case, the 
two countries’ cooperation has bright prospects.
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Why are Armed Forces alone countering terrorism?

Paradox of victory: Weighing strategic costs of tactical surprise in Gaza

Qamar Bashir 

T he escalating threat of terrorism and extremism is 
deeply troubling, especially given the mounting 
toll on the lives of our courageous soldiers. This 

concerning trend has been particularly pronounced since 
2021, aligning with the Taliban’s resurgence in Afghani-
stan. It’s important to note that while global terrorism 
incidents have been decreasing since 2007, the situation 
in our region has taken a disconcerting turn. In the year 
2023, Pakistan found itself ranked 4th on the Global Ter-
rorism Index with a score of 8.11. This ranking represented 
a two-notch increase from 2022 when the score stood at 8.4 
out of 10, placing Pakistan as the sixth most terrorism-af-
fected country in the world. During 2022 in Pakistan, there 
were 648 recorded terrorist attacks, resulting in 1,058 fa-
talities, 602 injuries, and 13 hostages. The economic toll of 
terrorism in Pakistan was estimated at a staggering $10.6 

billion for the year 2022. This figure is nearly nine times 
higher than the terrorism-related deaths in 2020, a con-
cerning contrast even when compared to Afghanistan, 
where terrorism incidents dropped by 75%, and fatalities 
decreased by 58%. The Western world, including the USA, 
has witnessed a consistent decrease in the number of ter-
rorist attacks since 2017. In the west, for instance, only 
forty attacks were recorded in 2022, representing a signifi-
cant 27% decrease compared to the 55 attacks reported in 
2021. The Global Terrorism Index reports 130 terrorist at-
tacks originating from Afghanistan into Pakistan during 
2022. Among these attacks, the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan 
(TTP) emerged as the most active terrorist group, respon-
sible for 63 incidents. other groups contributing to the at-
tacks include the Islamic State khorasan Province (ISkP), 
the Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA), and the Ja-
maat-ul-Ahrar (JuA). of great concern is the troubling ratio 
of security personnel martyred versus terrorists killed. 
According to the Global Terrorism Index (GTI) for 2023, 
the global average of terrorists killed per security person-
nel killed in 2022 stood at 1.19. This signifies that for every 
security personnel lost, an average of 1.19 terrorists were 
neutralized. In Pakistan, however, the average ratio in 2022 
was notably lower, at 0.67. This implies that for every secu-
rity personnel lost, only 0.67 terrorists were eliminated.  
The high rate of casualties among security personnel com-
pared to terrorists killed has profound implications for the 
nation. It jeopardizes security and stability, creating an at-
mosphere of fear and uncertainty that can deter economic 
development, foreign investment, and social cohesion. 
Moreover, it has a psychological impact on the population, 
eroding trust in the government’s ability to provide safety 
and security, which, in turn, can undermine the overall 
well-being of the nation. For the armed forces, continuous 
and high casualties pose operational challenges and strain 
their ability to counter terrorist threats effectively. Beyond 
the strategic implications, it takes a toll on the morale and 
motivation of military personnel. Witnessing a significant 
number of colleagues fall in the line of duty can be demor-
alizing and affect their commitment and readiness. The 
families of martyred security personnel bear an immeasur-
able emotional burden. They endure the grief and loss of 
loved ones who made the ultimate sacrifice for the nation. 
The economic hardship resulting from the loss of a bread-
winner and the long-lasting psychological trauma further 
compound their suffering. The perception of a nation fac-
ing a high level of security risks can deter tourists. An un-
stable security situation can result in travel advisories and 
warnings, causing a decline in tourism. The negative im-
pact on tourism can lead to a loss of revenue, jobs, and op-
portunities for local businesses. A security situation in a 
country may erode investor confidence, leading to a reluc-
tance to commit capital to the country. As a result, poten-
tial investments may be delayed or redirected to more sta-
ble regions. High security risks may deter foreign 

businesses from engaging in trade partnerships with Paki-
stani companies, affecting the flow of goods and potentially 
impacting the country’s trade balance. It may also affect 
the willingness of companies to establish or expand their 
operations in Pakistan. This, in turn, could impede eco-
nomic growth and job creation. Regrettably, in Pakistan, 
there exists a prevalent perception that the sole responsi-
bility for countering terrorism rests upon the shoulders of 
the armed forces.  Adding to this issue, the armed forces, 
weary of relentless political disputes and unwarranted at-
tempts by various political factions to co-opt their support, 
have come to believe that political forces may not possess 
the requisite competence to handle sensitive or critical re-
sponsibilities.  This predicament has inadvertently pushed 
the armed forces into domains such as politics, internal law 
and order, and even diplomatic matters. The need of the 
hour is for politicians, intellectuals, opinion-makers, and 
celebrities to transcend their parochial political rivalries 
and demonstrate a genuine commitment to addressing crit-
ical issues that threaten the very existence of our nation.  
They must embrace the responsibilities vested in them by 
the constitution and laws of our land and release the armed 
forces from duties that have been shouldered due to politi-
cal incompetence, incapacity, and inertia. It is incumbent 
on the politician and civil society to begin by comprehend-
ing the underlying causes of both domestic and cross-bor-
der terrorism followed by devising a comprehensive nation-
al strategy to effectively tackle and counteract the primary 
factors that fuel domestic and cross border forms of terror-
ism, with the ultimate goal of minimizing the casualties 
suffered by our security personnel and innocent civilians.  
Unifying all political parties in the fight against domestic 
and cross-border terrorism is a formidable task but an im-
perative one. National security dialogues must be initiated, 
providing a platform for representatives from diverse par-
ties to engage in regular discussions centered on the 
shared objective of countering terrorism.  Bipartisan over-
sight committees within the legislature can play a critical 
role in monitoring and evaluating the government’s coun-
terterrorism efforts, ensuring transparency and accounta-
bility in policy making. Cross-party conferences and work-
shops should facilitate dialogue among political leaders 
from different spectrums, encouraging an open exchange 
of ideas and experiences regarding counterterrorism strat-
egies and challenges.  The media’s role in raising public 
awareness about the necessity of a unified stance against 
terrorism cannot be overstated. Engaging political parties 
in policy formulation and promoting transparency through 
regular briefings build trust and consensus. Political par-
ties should be urged to prioritize national security over 
partisan interests, emphasizing the collective threat that 
terrorism poses. Joint statements and declarations con-
demning terrorism and a commitment to combating it can 
send a powerful message. Crisis management protocols 
that involve political parties ensure swift coordination dur-

ing critical situations. Ultimately, unity against terrorism 
necessitates a long-term commitment, recognizing that the 
fight against terrorism is an enduring effort that demands 
sustained cooperation among political parties. In this re-
gard, bringing together the government, political, civil soci-
ety, intellectuals, opinion makers, artists, celebrities, and 
religious figures to address domestic terrorism’s root caus-
es and security concerns is a formidable but essential en-
deavor.  This can be achieved through the establishment of 
a National Task Force, comprising diverse representatives, 
entrusted with a comprehensive mandate to tackle this 
pressing issue.  Armed forces should also take a deeper 
look into the reasons and causes of high numbers of mar-
tyrdom of brave security personnel during counter terror-
ism operations and should set in place a comprehensive 
mechanism to minimize casualties. First and foremost, an 
unrelenting focus on advanced training and skill develop-
ment is essential. Specialized training in counterterrorism 
tactics, intelligence gathering, and urban warfare is pivotal 
to equipping security personnel with the tools they need to 
succeed. Promoting special forces training further enhanc-
es precision and minimizes collateral damage during oper-
ations. The effectiveness of these agencies also hinges on 
improved intelligence sharing and coordination. A seam-
less partnership between law enforcement, military units, 
and intelligence agencies, bolstered by international coop-
eration, is paramount.  Embracing technological advance-
ments, such as surveillance drones, night-vision equip-
ment, and artificial intelligence, is key to gaining a tactical 
advantage and thwarting threats. Simultaneously, commu-
nity engagement strategies that foster trust and collabora-
tion with local populations and the development of commu-
nity policing programs strengthen the security apparatus.  
International collaboration and public support are also inte-
gral components of this multifaceted approach. Together, 
these measures work in concert to create a safer environ-
ment, strengthen community trust, and ensure the safety of 
both security personnel and civilians. In conclusion, the ur-
gent need to achieve a unified stand by all political parties to 
counter domestic and cross-border terrorism cannot be over-
stated. The pressing challenge lies not only in addressing the 
shared threat of terrorism but also in minimizing the tragic casu-
alties suffered by our dedicated armed forces. It demands a stead-
fast commitment to national security, transparency, and prioritiz-
ing the well-being of citizens over partisan interests. Building 
consensus among diverse political leaders is not just a political 
imperative; it is a moral obligation in the relentless battle against 
the scourge of terrorism.  In the face of this common and imme-
diate threat, a united front is not only our best defense; it is our 
resolute stand for the safety, security, and unity of the entire na-
tion, while safeguarding the lives of those who protect us.
—The writer is Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)

Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to 
France 

Former MD, SRBC

I t is a genocide by all definitions. As of 6th November, 
Reuters, New york Times, AP News and New Arab 
news website have quoted the Ministry of Health in 

Gaza. According to these sources, a total of 10,022 Pal-
estinians, including 4800 children and 2550 women have 
been killed and 25,408 wounded by the Israel’s indiscrim-
inate aerial bombardment of Gaza. In contrast, Israeli 
death toll stands at 1400. out of 1950 human souls still 
under the rubbles of destroyed and damaged buildings, 
1050 are children of various ages, including infants. 
The UN office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(oCHA) estimates that 15,100 housing units have been 
destroyed with additional 10,656 units rendered uninhab-
itable. The New Arab news website quoting Gaza’s au-
thorities has posted that 42% of housing units are either 
destroyed or damaged rendering 1.4 million Palestinians 
internally displaced, including 5,66000 living in precari-
ous conditions at 148 emergency shelters. In 2014, the 
conflict in Gaza which lasted for 50 days (8 July-26 Au-
gust), a total of 2251 Palestinians lost their lives; out of 
which 1462 were civilians, 551 children and 299 women, 
in the Israeli operation. During those 50 days, Israel lost 
66 soldiers and five civilians.   The United Nations (UN) 
has announced that so far 88 members of its staff in the 
area have lost their lives, the highest UN deaths ever in a 
single conflict.  As per media reports, four hospitals and 
246 schools have been bombed and destroyed. There is 
no water, electricity, food and medicine to the desperate 
population of Gaza. All communications have been severed 
by Israel. Dead are being buried in mass graves. Israel is 
conducting its operations with impunity. It has already 
commenced its ground assault in Gaza. As in previous 
conflicts, it has resorted to collective punishment of Pal-
estinians with indiscriminate and disproportionate use of 
force against civilian targets. A child is being killed and two 
injured every 10 minutes in Gaza. In complete disregard of 
global public outrage, Western patronage of Israel contin-
ues unabated. This has further damaged brand America, 
which was already under tremendous stress after illegal 
military interventions in Muslim countries during the last 
decade. To thwart any likely military action in favour of 
Hamas by any state or non-state actor, a US aircraft carrier 
is anchored in the Mediterranean followed by British war-
ships. Besides, the US President and a number of Europe-
an leaders paid a quick visit to Tel Aviv to overtly express 
their solidarity with the state which came into being as a 
result of their machinations. Furthermore, immediately af-

ter 7th october, the US Secretary of State launched on a 
whirlwind tour of the region to ensure that neighbouring 
Arab states remain militarily neutral in this conflict. As 
usual, Hamas is being condemned by Western countries 
as a terrorist organisation which must be eliminated at all 
costs.  Meanwhile, Israel amassed over 300,000 troops at 
the border of Gaza prior to launching a ground offensive; 
and its aerial strikes continue. No Western government is 
concerned about the disproportionate use of force by Isra-
el even as every international humanitarian organisation 
and aid agency is expressing grave concerns about the 
situation, which is being declared ‘catastrophic.’ Not-
withstanding the strong public sentiment, Muslim ruling 
elite is as usual in a state of strategic paralysis with only 
verbal condemnation and calls for a ceasefire. out of 57 
Muslim countries, at the outset of the conflict, only Iran 
and Turkey strongly condemned Israel’s disproportion-
ate response. Although Iran issued warnings to Israel 
of grave consequences, these largely amounted to rhet-
oric, as its own economic and security concerns force it 
to consciously avoid any direct involvement. However, as 
a gesture of solidarity, Iranian Foreign Minister visited 
Lebanon and met with Hezbollah leaders. Saudi Arabia 
has put US-sponsored peace negotiations with Israel on 
the backburner. In the meantime, a UN Security Council 
resolution proposed by Russia for a ceasefire was vetoed 
by the US. As a matter of state policy, Pakistan has al-
ways stood with Palestinians. 
Hence, the bombardments on Gaza continue. Such delib-
erate targeting and killing of the elderly, sick, wounded, 
women, and children represent a harrowing act of ethnic 
cleansing, unparalleled in its scale and severity in mod-
ern history. on the other hand, Hamas is being credited 
by its friends (and foes) for hitting an effective blow and 
catching Israel off guard. The initial success of Hamas 
fighters infiltrating Israeli territory via air, sea, and land 
was indeed a tactical surprise. Their clandestine and 
well-coordinated planning, training, and execution ena-
bled an almost undetectable entry into Israel, signalling 
a profound intelligence failure on the part of the latter’s 
renowned security agencies and defence systems.  In 
fact, ‘operation Al-Aqsa Flood’ not only caught Israel 
off guard but also shocked the international community. 
Despite this, the lack of sustained action following their 
initial success is both intriguing and concerning. once 
the element of surprise was overcome, Israel reclaimed 
the initiative, countering with overwhelming force - a de-

velopment that Hamas might have underestimated and 
should have anticipated. As Israel persists in its heavy 
bombardment of Gaza, issuing ultimatums to Palestini-
ans to evacuate or face dire consequences, the situation 
remains grim. Despite Hamas’s resistance following 
Israel’s ground assault, there is a distinct lack of sub-
stantial follow-up actions to their earlier successful infil-
tration into Israeli territory. This inaction has left room 
for Israel to continue its military operations unchecked, 
casting a shadow of despair over the Palestinians with 
little to no respite in sight. An unbiased observer might 
pose several critical questions regarding the conflict. 
one wonders whether Hamas considered the expected 
Israeli retaliation, historically characterised by over-
whelming force and alleged disregard for international 
law, especially concerning the protection of civilians and 
non-military infrastructure. Furthermore, the impact on 
the most vulnerable, women, and children, is undenia-
ble and prompts the question of whether such outcomes 
were factored into Hamas’ strategy. one is also forced to 
question the logic behind Hamas’ response plan, wheth-
er they miscalculated the scale of Western support for 
Israel, and how they interpreted the geopolitical land-
scape, including Russia’s involvement in Ukraine, Chi-
na’s cautious approach, and Iran’s economic and security 
challenges. Lastly, considering past alliances and regional 
dynamics, what assistance did Hamas anticipate from Arab 
and Muslim states, and at what stage of the conflict? As Is-
rael persists with its military campaign in Gaza, such ques-
tions concerning Hamas’ strategic calculus remain at the 
forefront. As of now, there is a palpable sense that Hamas’ 
strategy was not fully thought through beyond the initial 
tactical surprise, which, while successful, did not translate 
into a comprehensive plan towards some desired outcome. 
This apparent oversight has resulted in a dire situation on 
the ground, as reflected by the painful images broadcast-
ed daily, depicting the suffering of the most innocent of 
innocents. Such scenes underscore the potential strategic 
costs of a surprise that, while tactically sound, may not 
have been anchored in a long-term vision. Hence, one is 
left wondering: Did the tactical surprise carry a strategic 
price tag too heavy to bear? 

—The writer is Air vice Marshal Najam ul Asar 
(Retd) is Director at the Centre for Aerospace & Se-
curity Studies (CASS), Islamabad, Pakistan. He can 

be reached at: cass.thinkers@casstt.com.

In the west, for instance, 
only forty attacks were re

corded in 2022, 
representing a significant 
27% decrease compared to 
the 55 attacks reported in 

2021. The Global Terrorism 
Index reports 130 terrorist 

attacks originating from 
Afghanistan into Pakistan 
during 2022. Among these 
attacks, the Tehrik-i-Taliban
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LoNDoN: Sndh Governor kamran khan 
Tessori has said that the Sindh Premier 
League (SPL) is set to highlight the talent 
and culture of the province by introducing 
the youth from the regions to the global 
stage as the league is aimed at bringing 
Sindh into focus in a unique style.
Tessori was speaking in London at the 
Roadshow of SPL attended by a large num-
ber of British-Pakistani community mem-
bers. The Sindh governor was accompa-
nied by a delegation of SPL management 
and franchise owners of the league includ-
ing Chairman Aslam Malik, CEo Chaudhry 
Shahzad Akhtar and President Arif Malik.
owners of the team including Benazira-
bad’s Ghulam Hussain Shahid, Hyderabad 
Bahadurs’s Jahanzeb Alam, karachi Glad-
iators’ Irfan Wahid, Larkana Challengers’ 

Aamir Siddiqui and other representatives 
of Sukkur Patriots and khairpur Royals 
also attended the event.
Lord Qurban Hussain and Lord Wajid khan 
also attended and spoke at the event.
Tessori said that the SPL will be a world-
class cricket league to be held in the mid-
dle of December this year in the city of 
karachi, Sindh. He said that Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari will inaugurate the league matches 
and caretaker premier Anwar-ul-Haq kakar 
will attend the closing ceremony.
“The purpose of Sindh Premier League 
is to introduce the young cricketers of 
Sindh to the world level and to provide 
them with opportunities to play with local 
and foreign players and also to train them 
from international cricket academies. I 
am thankful to the London business com-
munity and other dignitaries from other 
walks of life who participated in the event 
and expressed their interest in the game 

of cricket and the underprivileged people 
of Sindh,” Tessori said. The Sindh gover-
nor appealed to the overseas Pakistanis 
to shun those elements who don’t want 
the progress of Pakistan and are involved 
in campaigning against Pakistan’s institu-
tions. He thanked the overseas communi-
ty for investing in Pakistan and appealed 
for more investment.
“No matter whatever passport you have, 
Pakistan will always be your home and 
home to your coming generations,” he 
said. Chairman SPL Aslam Malik said 
that the London event was the first inter-
national appearance for SPL.
“We will bring forward the Pakistani talent 
in general and the young talent of Sindh in 
particular through SPL all over the world,” 
said Malik. CEo SPL Chaudhry Shahzad 
Akhtar expressed determination that Paki-
stan will continue to make cricket a medium 
of global connections and cooperation and 

SPL will play a pivotal role in this effort.
President SPL Arif Malik told the partic-
ipants that the Sindh Premier League is a 
league of the quality of any international 
cricket league in which not only national 
cricket stars of Pakistan but also internation-
al players are participating and its matches 
will be telecasted worldwide. He said that es-
teemed names like Shahid Afridi, Abdul Raz-
zaq and other leading players have agreed to 
be the ambassadors of the SPL.
He explained that the Sindh Premier 
League is a T20 cricket league whose 
matches will be played from December 
14-25, 2023, at the National Bank Cricket 
Arena, also known as the National Cricket 
Stadium. In the first season of SPL, Bena-
zirabad Reds, Hyderabad Bahadurs, kara-
chi Gladiators, Sukkur Patriots, khairpur 
Royals and Larkana Challengers represent-
ing six different cities of Sindh will contest 
against each other for the title.

SPL to introduce regional talent to global stage
SPL will highlight talent and culture by introducing youth from regions to global stage

Briefs
Pakistan 

witnessed 
rise in... 
From PAge 01

“We are hopeful that they 
[Afghan government] will 
take an action themselves, 
which is in their own inter-
est and also in our inter-
est.” on the military equip-
ment left behind since the 
American withdrawal from 
Afghanistan in 2021, he said 
Pakistan had been repeat-
edly raising concerns with 
the United States and the 
Western countries about its 
implications and its sale in 
the black market. Also, he 
pointed out that there was 
no clue about the ammuni-
tion that was in the posses-
sion of the Afghan military 
comprising 150,000 person-
nel, and which just “disap-
peared” after the U.S. with-
drawal. He said Pakistan 
had taken the right decision 
against illegal foreigners 
after the Afghan interim 
government showed no 
cooperation in containing 
the terrorists attacking Pa-
kistan. kakar said sending 
250,000 illegal people back 
to their country in a short 
span was “not an ordinary 
step and showed the sign 
that the policy would be im-
plemented successfully”.

Martyrs’ 
families 

demand...
From PAge 01

In its brief order, the apex 
court ruled that the trial of 
civilians could not be con-
ducted in military courts, 
stating that Section 2 (D) 
(I) was unconstitutional. It 
also ordered that the cases 
of the accused from May 9 
be transferred to civil courts. 
The families of martyrs stat-
ed they would file a petition 
against the decision of the 
five-judge bench in the apex 
court. They said they had 
endured immense suffering 
and were appealing for the 
swift reinstatement of mili-
tary courts. They requested 
that justice be served with-
out trivialising the wounds 
of their loved ones, as any 
delay in delivering justice 
would be seen as a mockery 
of the sacrifices made by the 
martyrs. The families of mar-
tyrs questioned the closure 
of military courts and how 
this closure might serve as 
a facilitation for terrorists. 
They mentioned that military 
courts had been instrumen-
tal in delivering punishments 
to those who supported or 
engaged in acts of terrorism, 
especially with Pakistan’s 
perennial enemy, India, per-
petrating acts of terrorism 
within the country.

Pakistan-
KSA agree 

to expand...
From PAge 01

the strengthening of the 
oIC’s role in protecting 
the interests of the Mus-
lim Ummah and the role of 
Saudi Arabia in this regard.
Besides, bilateral issues of 
mutual interest were also 
discussed in the meeting.
He expressed good wishes 
for Saudi king Salman bin 
Abdulaziz and Crown Prince 
Muhammad bin Salman.The 
Caretaker Federal Minis-
ter of Information also ex-
pressed his best wishes for 
the Saudi Ambassador. The 
Saudi ambassador also invit-
ed the caretaker information 
minister to visit Saudi Ara-
biaMurtazaSolangi thanked 
Saudi Ambassador Nawaf 
Saeed Al-Maliki for inviting 
him to visit Saudi Arabia.

Israel cannot 
occupy Gaza 
after war...

From PAge 01
They released a statement 
that condemned Hamas and 
supported Israel’s right to 
self-defence but called for 
humanitarian pauses in Isra-
el’s shelling of Gaza. The G7 
statement sought to balance 
criticism of Hamas’s attacks 
and support for Israel with 
a push for “urgent action” 
to help civilians in the be-
sieged Palestinian enclave, 
who are in desperate need 
of food, water, medical care 
and shelter. US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
and the foreign ministers 
of Britain, Canada, France, 
Germany, Japan and Italy 
emphasised that they “sup-
port humanitarian pauses to 
facilitate urgently needed as-
sistance, civilian movement 
and release of hostages”.

16th Chief of Naval Staff Golf 
C’ship starts from today

Commodore khan Mahmood Asif said that Pakistan Navy also encourages players, 
both, from within the service as well as outside, to take part in sports events

AFzAl jAveD

ISLAMABAD: The 16th edition 
of Chief of Naval Staff Amateur 
Golf Championship will explode 
into action from Thursday (To-
day) with promising golfers of 
the country exhibiting their prow-
ess in the premier activity here 
at Margalla Greens Golf Club 
(MGGC) Islamabad.
Speaking at a press briefing, 
Pakistan Navy Commander 
North and Patron Pakistan Navy 
Golf (North) Commodore khan 
Mahmood Asif, along with Ad-
ministrator Margalla Greens 
Golf Club Commander (R ) Majid 
Satti said that Pakistan Navy re-
alises the importance of promot-
ing sports like golf and hence 
considers holding and support-
ing a championship of this sta-
tus an essential component of 
the whole process. Commodore 
khan Mahmood Asif said that 

Pakistan Navy also encourag-
es players, both, from within 
the service as well as outside, 

to take part in sports events 
and raise the overall standard 
of sports at national and inter-

national levels. He highlighted 
this championship as an annual 
feature of both, Pakistan Golf 

Federation (PGF) and Pakistan 
Navy Sports calendar. The idea of 
the conduct of this championship 
was conceived in 2007 and since 
then we have hosted this cham-
pionship every year except 2020 
when it could not be held due to 
the pandemic. Main event would 
be played amongst amateurs over 
54 holes with 18 holes played 
each day from 10 to 12 November 
2023. Amateurs with handicap 12 
and below will participate in the 
match. Seniors, Ladies Amateurs 
category event will be played over 
36 holes with 18 holes each day 
on 9 & 10 November while Jun-
ior’s category would be on 18 
holes match and young boys and 
girls under the age of 14-18 years 
with handicap of 18 and below 
shall compete in this category.
Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-
ral Naveed Ashraf will be chief 
guest of the concluding cere-
mony of the championship will 
be held on 12th November.

Israel’s 
genocide 
in Gaza 

continues
From PAge 01

According to the latest devel-
opments, Israeli warplanes 
bombed al-Sater al-Gharbi 
area in khan yunis multiple 
times, destroying homes 
and the Sahwa al-Islamiya 
Mosque. Another airstrike 
destroyed the khaled bin al-
Walid Mosque in khan yunis 
refugee camp. Casualties 
were reported in al-khulafa 
neighborhood in Jabalia ref-
ugee camp, north of Gaza, 
following an aerial attack 
on the house of the Awai-
da family. 17 citizens were 
martyred when a warplane 
bombed the house of the 
Shehadeh family in al-Nusei-
rat refugee camp in central 
Gaza. Two others were also 
killed by an Israeli airstrike 
on the Abu Salim Land area 
in al-Nuseirat camp. 

President 
conveys 

PTI’s level...
From PAge 01

level-playing field for major 
political parties, crackdown 
on media and mistreatment 
of female political activists 
through prolonged illegal 
detentions. Meanwhile, in 
a separate letter to the pre-
mier, President Alvi said that 
“it was of utmost importance 
that the caretaker govern-
ment under the Prime Minis-
ter’s leadership made efforts 
as a neutral entity to provide 
a level-playing field for all 
political parties”. He adds: 
“In this context, it was reas-
suring to hear your recent 
statements whereby you stat-
ed that it was [the] caretaker 
government’s policy that all 
registered political parties 
should have equal rights and 
opportunities to contest the 
forthcoming elections.”

Fawad urges 
NS to play 

his role
From PAge 01

“There is a need for dia-
logue between political par-
ties. Nawaz should play [his] 
role [with regards to] gen-
eral elections and easing 
of political temperature [in 
the country],” the former 
information minister said. 
Referring to allegations that 
Nawaz’s return was part 
of the deal, Fawad urged 
the former premier not to 
win the elections in such 
a manner after 50 years of 
political experience It is 
pertinent to mention that 
Nawaz — who returned to 
Pakistan on october 21 af-
ter a four-year self-imposed 
exile — has secured notable 
relief in various domains in-
cluding the Al Azizia and Av-
enfield cases, with the Pun-
jab government suspending 
his sentence in the former.

PM meets, 
Uzbekistan 
President
Form PAge 01

The leaders exchanged 
views on deepening bi-
lateral cooperation in a 
range of areas including 
political, trade, econom-
ic, security, defence, and 
connectivity.  Expressing 
satisfaction at the growing 
level of bilateral coopera-
tion, Prime Minister kakar 
stressed the importance of 
sustaining the momentum.  
He underlined that the re-
cent operationalization of 
Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA) and Transit 
Trade Agreement (UPT-
TA) would boost bilateral 
trade and transit trade in 
addition to streamlining 
Economic Cooperation 
organization Trade Agree-
ment (ECoTA). They reaf-
firmed commitment to the 
early completion of Uzbek-
istan-Afghanistan-Pakistan 
railway project.

Remembering 
Poet of East

From PAge 01
the Allama emerged as a 
great poet, thinker and 
philosopher who float the 
idea of a separate home-
land for the Muslims of 
the subcontinent. His 
Iqbal’s poetry has been 
translated in Spanish, Chi-
nese, Japanese,English 
and several other languag-
es. Dr Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal awakened the Mus-
lims of the Subcontinent 
for a separate homeland 
through his inspired poet-
ry and political acumen, 
would be presented glow-
ing tributes in the country.

Gill dethrones Babar to 
become No. 1 oDI batter

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Indian batter Shubman 
Gill ended Pakistani captain Babar 
Azam’s reign at the top of the ICC 
Men’s oDI Batting Rankings by claim-
ing the number one spot after his re-
cent impressive performances in the 
ongoing World Cup, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) confirmed on 
Wednesday. Azam’s reign at the top 
of the oDI Batting Rankings lasted for 
over two years, as Pakistan’s all-for-
mat captain rose to the top of the ta-
ble in April 2021 after displacing for-

mer Indian skipper Virat kohli.
Gill has amassed 219 runs from six 
innings in the tournament so far, scor-
ing 92 and 23 against Sri Lanka and 
Bangladesh last week.
“Babar Azam’s reign as the No.1 oDI 
batter in the world is over, with India 
young gun Shubman Gill claiming top 
spot from the Pakistan captain on the 
latest MRF Tyres ICC Men’s Batting 
Rankings,” the ICC said in a state-
ment as it released the rankings.
Meanwhile, Azam has scored 282 runs 
in total from eight knocks at the World 
Cup. The Pakistani batter looked 
in impressive form when the green 

shirts took on the kiwis last Saturday, 
scoring an unbeaten 66 runs from 63 
balls before rain ended the match in 
Pakistan’s favor.
on the other hand, Indian pacer Mo-
hammed Siraj displaced Pakistani 
bowler Shaheen Shah Afridi to climb 
to the top of the oDI Bowling Rank-
ings. Afridi, who climbed to the top 
of the rankings last week for the 
first time, slipped to number five as 
Siraj dominates the table with 709 
points. The Indian bowler is followed 
by South Africa’s keshav Maharaj at 
the second position, Australia’s Adam 
Zampa at third, and India’s kuldeep 
yadav at the fourth spot. Afridi is at 
number five with 658 points.
Left-handed batter Fakhar Zaman’s 
rise in the oDI Batter Rankings pro-
vided some consolation for Pakistan. 
Zaman played an instrumental role 
in the green shirts’ victory over New 
Zealand on Saturday by smashing an 
unbeaten 126 runs off 81 balls.
The Pakistani batter climbed three 
spots in the rankings to secure the 
number 11 spot in oDI Batting Rank-
ings. Pakistan face England in their 
last league match of the World Cup on 
Nov. 11 at the Eden Gardens in kolka-
ta. Azam’s side needs to beat England 
to stay in contention for the semifinal 
stage of the tournament.

SL vs NZ: Bengaluru weather 
worries Williamson

BENGALURU: kiwis skipper kane Williamson was worried due to rain that threatens 
their semi-final berth, saying there are lots of things that they can’t control and the 
weather is one of those. A forecast for rain has added an unknown element to New 
Zealand’s final World Cup group stage match against Sri Lanka in Chennai on Thursday.
New Zealand occupy the last semi-final slot available but only by virtue of having a better 
net run rate than Pakistan and Afghanistan, with all three teams tied on eight points after 
eight games. “We’ll still have to very much see what the pitch is like. There’s been a lot 
of weather around and it could look different tomorrow,” said Williamson.
“There’s lots of things that we can’t control and the weather is one of those. There 
may be a thought in the back of your mind, but at the end of the day, our focus will 
be on the cricket that we want to play.” New Zealand, finalists in 2019, won their 
first four matches in India before losing the next four. “There were also some re-
ally close games and ones that we lost,” Williamson said. “I think if we look at the 
cricket on a whole, there has been a lot of good cricket. “The beauty of this type of 
layout is that you do play everybody, you are challenged by everybody in different 
ways, so the focus is much more about your own cricket and how you look to try 
and handle that.” New Zealand similarly struggled to make the semis in 2019 but 
were able to turn things around and reach the final. “I suppose guys have had some 
of those experiences, but it’s another game on another day and four years later,” 
Williamson said. “So, the focus is here and now and on the conditions, and how we 
want to adjust.” Williamson added that pacer Lockie Ferguson’s return after miss-
ing two matches due to injury would depend on pitch conditions. – DNA

Atletico destroy 
10-man Celtic

LoNDoN: Antoine Griezmann and Alvaro Morata struck 
twice each as Atletico Madrid hammered ragged 10-man 
Celtic 6-0 on Tuesday to move top of their Champions 
League group. Diego Simeone’s side took an early lead 
through Griezmann but were struggling until Celtic for-
ward Daizen Maeda was dismissed midway through the 
first half for a high foot. Morata added a second before 
the break and Atletico Madrid racked up the goals in the 
second half, with both forwards netting again and Samuel 
Lino and Saul Niguez also on target. Atletico’s emphatic 
win leaves them with eight points, one ahead of Lazio, sec-
ond, and two ahead of former group leaders Feyenoord, 
while Celtic are last with only one. “The team didn’t lower 
its rhythm of play, they were always looking for more,” a 
pleased Simeone told Movistar. “It’s a crunch moment for 
everyone (in the group), it will be tricky until the end.”
The Atletico Madrid coach lavished praise on key player 
Griezmann, who is enjoying one of the best spells of his 
career. Griezmann controversially left Atletico for Barce-
lona in 2019 but returned on loan in 2021 before signing 
permanently once more. “When some didn’t agree with his 
return, I was convinced that he was born to play at Atletico 
Madrid,” Simeone told reporters. “He turned this situation 
around … I’m lucky to have a player like Griezmann. “I 
have no doubt that with what he’s got left to go at Atletico, 
he will be one of the team’s best ever players.” Atletico 
bounced back strongly from a disappointing defeat at La 
Liga minnows Las Palmas on Friday to leave Brendan Rodg-
ers’ side on the brink of elimination and record their 16th 
consecutive home victory across all competitions.
Griezmann struck in the sixth minute, his low effort skidding 
home with the aid of a deflection off Cameron Carter-Vick-
ers, after Celtic gave him too much time and space on the 
edge of the box. Celtic winger Luis Palma showed flashes at 
the other end as his team dominated the ball in the opening 
20 minutes. However, the game changed drastically when 
Japanese international Maeda was sent off for a high foot on 
Mario Hermoso. Although the referee initially gave a yellow 
card, Maeda was dismissed after VAR intervention — Celtic’s 
third red card of the competition. – Agencies

korda ‘not 
thinking about’ 

three-peat
MIAMI: Reigning olympic champion Nelly korda will try 
to become the first player since 2015 to win an LPGA event 
in three consecutive years this week at The Annika tourna-
ment. Sixth-ranked korda captured the title the past two 
years at Pelican Golf Club at Belleair, Florida – barely an 
hour’s drive from her home in Bradenton.
“A lot of great memories,” korda said. “And it’s close to 
home so feels nice to drive to a tournament.
“I grew up in this weather, grew up on this grass, so I have 
a sense of comfort and I like the layout. you still have to 
make putts and play well. That’s what I’m hoping for this 
week.” The most recent LPGA player to win an event three 
consecutive times was South korean Park In-bee at the 
2013-15 Women’s PGA Championships.
“To three-peat, obviously there’s pressure that I want to 
perform, but I try not to think about it,” korda said. “I try 
to stay in the present as much as possible, even with all the 
outside noise.” The event was rebranded this year to be 
named for Swedish legend Annika Sorenstam, who won 72 
LPGA titles, including 10 major crowns.
Sorenstam is the first player with her name on an LPGA 
event since Lorena ochoa in 2017 and she also owns the 
LPGA record with five wins in a row at the same event – 
the 2001-2005 Mizuno Classics.
“Having her out here, just the presence of her, is really 
neat and cool,” korda said. “I think it just brings a little 
extra to an amazing event. And it also honors the legends 
of our game that have done so much for the game.”
korda missed much of the 2022 season with a blood clot 
in her right arm but won her first title after the setback 
last year at Pelican, returning to world number one by 
defending her title. – Agencies

Qatar 
negotiating 

release 
of 10-15 
hostages 

DNA
DoHA: Qatar is mediating 
negotiations between Israel 
and Hamas for the potential 
release of 10-15 hostages 
held in Gaza in exchange 
for a short ceasefire, a 
source briefed on the talks 
told AFP Wednesday.
“Negotiations mediated by 
the Qataris in coordination 
with the US are ongoing to 
secure the release of 10-15 
hostages in exchange for a 
one- to two-day ceasefire,” 
the informed source said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity because of the 
talks’ sensitivity.
Fighting has raged in Gaza 
for over a month following 
the Palestinian group’s 
shock october 7 attack 
that killed more than 1,400 
people and took more than 
240 hostages, according to 
Israeli authorities.
In Gaza, 10,569 people, 
also mostly civilians, have 
been killed in Israel’s 
retaliatory military cam-
paign, the health ministry 
in the Hamas-run Palestin-
ian territory has said.
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ANkARA : Türkiye aims to com-
plete all processes for its first 
spacecraft developed with the 
Lunar Research Program (AyAP) 
within the scope of its National 
Space Program and launch the ve-
hicle into space in 2026.
According to the Scientific and 
Technological Research Council 
of Türkiye (TUBITAk), the coun-
try’s 10-year plans and targets 
were determined within the scope 
of the National Space Program.
The AyAP, as one of the first of 
the 10 programs announced, aims 
to carry out Türkiye’s first moon 
and deep space missions, making 
it one of the few countries with a 
presence on the moon.
The first phase of the AyAP aims 

to explore the moon from orbit 
and make first contact with the 
lunar surface, while the second 
phase aims to land a rover on 
the surface using the soft landing 
method. Within the scope of the 
first phase of the AyAP, mission 
operations will be carried out by 
developing a spacecraft that will 
reach the lunar orbit from Earth, 
collect data from there and then 
contact the lunar surface. In addi-
tion, with the success of the tech-
nologies, products, software and 
equipment to be developed with 
national resources, the country’s 
international reputation for sys-
tem development and the ability 
to carry out challenging mission 
operations will be increased.

AyAP is planning to develop a 
spacecraft that can operate in lu-
nar orbit (400,000 kilometres or 
around 249,000 miles from Earth) 
and is suitable for soft landing.
In addition, the Hybrid Propul-
sion System developed with do-
mestic facilities is planned to 
gain space history, and high-res-
olution images and scientific 
data related to the origin of wa-
ter on the moon, mini-magneto-
sphere formations, surface com-
ponents, surface temperature 
and reflection maps and radia-
tion from the lunar surface will 
be translated into information 
by scientists in Türkiye.
The spacecraft’s system-level 
design phase has been com-

pleted and a detailed design 
(equipment/module/component 
development) phase is being 
carried out. The qualifications of 
all equipment to be used on the 
spacecraft for the mission have 
been reviewed and the produc-
tion of qualification models for 
some equipment has been initi-
ated. After the equipment pass-
es the qualification test, flight 
models will be produced and in-
tegrated into the spacecraft.
Contracts were also signed for 
equipment and components 
with long delivery times, and 
the planning of all equipment to 
be used on the spacecraft flight 
model was completed. After the 
production of flight models of 

the subsystems and equipment 
that make up the spacecraft, 
system-level integration will be 
carried out, followed by environ-
mental (vibration, thermal-vacu-
um and electromagnetic compati-
bility) and functional tests.
Although there were collabora-
tions for the procurement of some 
components and equipment from 
abroad, the moon mission and the 
spacecraft were designed indige-
nously. The integration, tests and 
operations of the vehicle will also 
be carried out by Turkish human 
capital using its infrastructure.
All processes are planned to be 
completed in 2026, and the ve-
hicle will be launched the same 
year.—APP

Turkiye’s first spacecraft set for moon mission in 2026

Briefs
Azerbaijan 
holds army 
parade in 
Karabakh  

DNA

BAkU: Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev oversaw a 
military parade in the main 
city of Nagorno-karabakh 
Wednesday, weeks after 
his army recaptured the 
long-disputed region from 
Armenian separatists in a 
lightning offensive.
The president’s office re-
leased images of Azerbai-
jani troops and a military 
orchestra lined up forma-
tion in the central square 
of khankendi, which Arme-
nians referred to as Step-
anakert. It showed blue-
red-green Azerbaijani flags 
hoisted in front of the build-
ing that once housed offic-
es of karabakh’s separatist 
leader, with an Azerbaijani 
emblem on top of the im-
posing Soviet-era edifice.
A presidency statement 
said first lady Mehriban Ali-
yeva, who is the tightly con-
trolled nation’s First Vice 
President, and Aliyev’s son 
Heydar also attended the 
ceremony.

Floods kill 29 
in Somalia, 
devastate 
east Africa

DNA

MoGADISHU : The worst 
flooding to hit Somalia 
in decades has killed 29 
people and forced more 
than 300,000 to flee their 
homes, the National Dis-
aster Management Agency 
said on Wednesday, follow-
ing heavy rains that have in-
undated towns across East 
Africa. Authorities have 
scrambled to rescue thou-
sands of stranded people 
from the floodwater, which 
comes on the heels of the 
region’s worst drought in 
40 years. “What is going on 
today is the worst for dec-
ades. It is worse than even 
the 1997 floods,” said Has-
san Isse, managing director 
of the Somali Disaster Man-
agement Agency (SoMDA). 
The death toll and numbers 
of people displaced were 
likely to rise further, Isse 
said, because many people 
were trapped by floodwa-
ters. “I do not remember 
such floods in my life,” said 
Mohamed Farah, a local el-
der in Baidoa city, in south-
west Somalia. “People keep 
on evacuating looking for 
high ground.” At least 2,400 
people have been cut off in 
Luuq town, where the Jub-
ba River burst its banks, the 
United Nations has said. 
“Luuq is surrounded by the 
river and floods are threat-
ening us. People keep flee-
ing out of the town. Some 
are still trapped. our shops 
have been washed away,” 
said Ahmed Nur, a trader in 
Luuq. —APP

Acapulco 
struggles to 
recover after 

hurricane 
otis
DNA

ACAPULCo : Families 
search for missing relatives 
as shops and bars gradually 
reopen -- two weeks after a 
devastating hurricane, Mex-
ico’s beachside city of Aca-
pulco is struggling to regain 
a semblance of normality.
A few bathers soak up the 
sun on Manzanillo beach, 
near residential build-
ings whose windows were 
smashed by winds that 
reached 165 miles (270 kilo-
meters) per hour.
At the feet of the 27-floor 
Marena residence in the 
exclusive Punta Diamante 
district, mattresses and 
cushions lie amid debris on 
the beach. Inspired by the 
shape of a ship’s sail filled 
with wind, its luxury apart-
ments once sold for more 
than one and a half million 
dollars each, but they have 
been left uninhabitable by 
the fury of otis. Many busi-
nesses have not only been 
damaged but also looted. 
Schools remain closed until 
further notice. In Acapul-
co Bay, navy divers search 
for missing people among 
destroyed or submerged 
yachts. At least 48 were 
killed and more than 30 
are still unaccounted for 
after Hurricane otis came 
ashore in the early hours of 
october 25 as a scale-top-
ping category 5 storm, ac-
cording to authorities.

Climate 
change fuels 

‘extreme 
drought’ in 
Iraq, Iran, 

Syria
BAGHDAD : The “extreme” 
drought gripping Iraq, Syr-
ia and Iran would not have 
occurred without climate 
change caused primarily 
by burning fossil fuels, sci-
entists said Wednesday, 
warning that punishing dry 
spells will become more in-
tense as the world warms.
High temperatures due 
to human-caused climate 
change made the drought 
“much more likely to hap-
pen” -- about 25 times more 
likely in Syria and Iraq 
and 16 times more likely 
in Iran, according to the 
World Weather Attribution 
(WWA) group.  “Human-in-
duced climate change has 
increased the intensity of 
such a drought such that 
it would not have been 
classified as a drought in 
a 1.2C cooler world,” said 
the scientists. It found that 
existing vulnerability from 
“years of conflict and politi-
cal instability” also reduced 
people’s ability to respond 
to the drought, sparking a 
“humanitarian disaster”. 
The research focused on 
the period from July 2020 
to June 2023 in two regions 
where impacts have been 
most severe: Iran, and the 
basin of the Tigris and the 
Euphrates, the rivers that 
cross Syria and Iraq. Both 
regions are currently ex-
periencing an “extreme 
drought” as classified by 
the US Drought Monitor 
scale, said the scientists in 
a statement.—DNA

Safaricom, 
M-PESA 

launch Africa 
startup 

accelerator
NAIRoBI : Safaricom has 
entered into a partnership 
with M-PESA Africa and 
Sumitomo Corporation, a 
leading Fortune 500 global 
trading and business invest-
ment company, to launch 
the Spark Accelerator, a 
program to support ear-
ly-stage startups to grow 
and scale their businesses. 
The three partners will 
work together to identify 
quality startups and pro-
vide a blend of mentorship, 
funding and go to market 
support. “Anchored around 
our purpose of transform-
ing lives and in line with our 
ambition to be a purpose 
led technology company, 
our goal is simple yet pow-
erful, to empower startups 
with the access they need to 
succeed. We are taking an 
ecosystem-based approach 
to provide a platform for 
bold and visionary founders 
to grow and scale their busi-
nesses,” said Peter Ndegwa, 
CEo, Safaricom. Studies 
show that entrepreneurs in 
kenya face major challenges, 
with a 30% lifetime survival 
rate for startups. The key 
hindrances being the ina-
bility to secure funding for 
growth, limited access to 
market and a gap in knowl-
edge and skills required to 
scale a business.—APP

Asian 
markets drift 

as traders 
weigh outlook 

for rates
HoNG koNG :Asian mar-
kets struggled Wednesday 
as investors tried to figure 
out the Federal Reserve’s 
interest rate plans, while 
demand concerns saw oil 
prices struggling to recov-
er from the previous day’s 
plunge.  While Wall Street 
enjoyed another advance, 
there were few catalysts to 
drive business, and with ge-
opolitical tensions relative-
ly subdued, US monetary 
policy is in focus after the 
central bank last week hint-
ed at no more tightening. 
However, officials refuse 
to commit one way or the 
other for now, instead say-
ing they want to see more 
evidence that inflation is 
on a true downward slope 
and the labour market has 
softened enough. Data on 
Friday that showed jobs 
creation was slowing -- but 
not too much to cause wor-
ry about the economy -- in-
stilled confidence the Fed 
was on course to deliver a 
soft landing for the econo-
my and avoid a recession. 
Chicago Fed boss Austan 
Goolsbee gave little away 
Tuesday, saying he was la-
sering in on getting control 
of prices. “We’ve got to get 
inflation down -- that’s the 
number-one thing,” he told 
CNBC.—Agencies

Ukraine set to begin joining 
process, European Commission

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky applied for EU membership in February 2022, 
shortly before Russia invaded his country

News Desk

kyIV : The European Un-
ion’s legislative body has 
recommended that formal 
accession talks between 
the bloc and Ukraine 
should begin next year, a 
significant milestone in 
Ukraine’s move toward 
closer integration with 
the West.European Com-
mission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen said: 
“Today is a historic day, 
because today the Com-
mission recommends 
that the council opens ac-
cession negotiations with 
Ukraine and with Moldo-
va.” Von der Leyen was 
speaking on the same day 
that the Commission pub-
lished a report suggest-
ing to EU member states 
that accession talks 
should finally start, near-
ly 18 months since the 
bloc accepted Ukraine 
as a candidate state. The 
same report suggests 
that accession talks with 
Moldova should also be-
gin. Ukraine has held am-
bitions to join the EU for 
more than a decade. In 
late 2013, then-President 
Viktor yanukovych’s deci-
sion to scrap a trade deal 

with the European Union 
and instead turn toward 
Russia sparked street 
protests and his eventual 
ouster, followed in March 
2014 by Russia’s illegal 

annexation of Crimea. 
The aim of joining the 
bloc – along with NATo 
- has formally been part 
of Ukraine’s constitution 
since 2019.

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky applied 
for EU membership in 
February 2022, shortly 
before Russia invaded his 
country. While the deci-

sion to open negotiations 
with Ukraine is an impor-
tant step on Zelensky’s 
path to EU member-
ship, talks will  not be-
gin until  a set of con-

ditions have been met. 
With Ukraine currently 
at war, it is unclear and 
unlikely that those con-
ditions will  be met any 
time soon. 

07

Albania to host Up to 3,000 
migrants, Italy agreement
Meloni said pregnant women, minors and other vulnerable people 

would not be sent to Albania, but it is not clear if this could result in 
adult men being separated from the rest of their families

RoME : Albania will hold 
no more than 3,000 mi-
grants at any one time un-
der a deal announced this 
week allowing Italy to build 
two migrant reception and 
detention camps there, of-
ficial documents showed on 
Wednesday. The Italo-Alba-
nian scheme is the first ex-
ample of a non-EU country 
accepting migrants on be-
half of an EU nation, and is 
part of an bloc-wide drive to 
clamp down on irregular im-
migration. The scheme has 
drawn criticism from Am-
nesty International and oth-
er rights groups. “Parties 
agree that the total number 
of migrants present at the 
same time on Albanian ter-

ritory cannot be more than 
3,000,” an Italo-Albanian 
protocol states, according 
to a copy seen by media 
reporters and other media.
The figure compares with 
the more than 145,000 sea 
migrants who have arrived 
in Italy so far this year, a 
sharp increase from 2022 
which Prime Minister Gior-
gia Meloni’s right-wing gov-
ernment is keen to contain.
Announcing the deal with 
Albania on Monday, Melo-
ni said as many as 36,000 
migrants per year could 
pass through the Albanian 
camps, but hitting this tar-
get depends on how quickly 
Italy can process asylum 
applications.

Meloni said the aim is to ex-
amine cases within 28 days, 
but experts have pointed 
out that, despite govern-
ment efforts to streamline 
them, procedures remained 
engulfed in red tape.
Experts also noted that re-
patriating failed applicants 
is hard, given the lack of 
return deals with migrants’ 
home nations. In the year 
to date, Italy has repatriat-
ed just under 4,000 people. 
The camps will operate un-
der Italian jurisdiction, and 
should open in spring 2024. 
The protocol states that It-
aly will shield Albania from 
any costs from legal action 
against the initiative. Italy 
is planning one facility at 

the Albanian port of Shëng-
jin for disembarkation and 
identification, and a second 
inland one for detention. 
They are due to be staffed 
by Italian personnel.
The facilities are more 
than 1,000 kilometres from 
Lampedusa, the island 
where most Italy-bound sea 
migrants currently land. 
Transferring them to Al-
bania by sea would take at 
least two or three days.
Meloni said pregnant wom-
en, minors and other vul-
nerable people would not 
be sent to Albania, but it is 
not clear if this could result 
in adult men being separat-
ed from the rest of their 
families.— Agencies 

New Slovak govt 
denies military 
aid to Ukraine

ATHENS ; Slovakia’s new government rejected on Wednes-
day a previously drafted plan to donate rockets and am-
munition to Ukraine, following through on a pledge by 
incoming Prime Minister Robert Fico to halt military aid 
to kyiv as it fights a Russian invasion. The aid package 
included 140 kUB air defence system rockets, more than 
5,000 pieces of 125 mm cannon ammunition and 4 million 
rounds of small arms ammunition, according to the deal 
that had been put forward by the NATo country’s care-
taker government before it handed over power last month. 
Fico’s government rejected the package at a cabinet meet-
ing on Wednesday, according to the government’s website. 
Fico ran a campaign criticising Western military support 
for Ukraine and sanctions on Russia, and backs pushing for 
peace talks, a line similar to Hungary’s leader Viktor orban 
but rejected by kyiv. Fico’s leftist SMER-SSD party won a 
Sept. 30 election and has formed a ruling coalition with the 
centre-left HLAS and nationalist SNS parties.
Fico has said repeatedly the country would halt shipments 
from army stores to Ukraine, but he has recently made 
clear private business deals would not be affected. The 
country had been a staunch backer of Ukraine, and a previ-
ous centre-right government supplied military equipment 
including fighting vehicles as well as an S-300 air defence 
system and MiG-29 jets. Slovakia, which shares a border 
with Ukraine in its east, had sent military aid in 13 packag-
es and worth 671 million euros to kyiv since Russia’s attack 
in February 2022 before Fico’s appointment.— Agencies 

Nissan, Renault launch 
‘Rebalanced’ Alliance

PARIS: French automaker Renault and Japanese partner 
Nissan officially launched their “rebalanced” alliance on 
Wednesday as they seek to reset a rocky 24-year-old part-
nership. The companies announced an agreement in Febru-
ary to put their partnership, which also includes Japanese 
automaker Mitsubishi, on an equal footing, with Renault 
giving up its dominant position. “After having obtained all 
required regulatory approvals, the New Alliance Agree-
ment between Renault Group and Nissan comes today into 
force,” the companies said in a joint statement. “This is a 
very important step for Renault Group, Nissan and Mitsub-
ishi Motors,” the chairman of the alliance, Jean-Dominiq-
ue Senard, said in the statement. He said the deal “lays 
the foundations for a new fair, long-standing and effective 
partnership that will create value for each Alliance mem-
ber and for all our stakeholders”. The partnership began in 
1999, when Renault rescued Nissan from bankruptcy. Mit-
subishi Motors joined in 2016, with Nissan taking a 34-per-
cent stake in its struggling Japanese rival.  But tensions 
erupted in 2015 when the French state increased its stake 
in Renault. This was later reduced and an agreement was 
reached to cap the government’s ability to interfere in the 
alliance’s affairs. The union was shaken again in 2018 with 
the arrest of Nissan boss Carlos Ghosn in Japan. Ghosn, 
who was sacked and fled to Lebanon to avoid prosecution 
in 2019, claimed the charges against him were intended 
to prevent him from bringing the Japanese and French au-
tomakers closer together. In Wednesday’s statement, the 
companies said the new alliance “lays the foundations for a 
new balanced, fair, and effective governance”. —DNA

Turkish Lunar Research Program to carry out Türkiye’s first moon and deep 
space missions, making it one of the few countries with a presence on the moon

ISLAMABAD : H.E Leslie Scanlon met with Ahmad Irfan Aslam, Caretaker Minister of Climate 
Change and  Water Resources to exchange views on critical minerals mining, legal protections for 

minorities and  Afghan refugees, and  how to advance addressing the climate crisis.—DNA
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Imran moves SC 
against indictment 

in cipher case
PTI chief contends in plea that he was 
being politically victimised in the case

ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran khan on Wednesday challenged his indictment by a 
special court in the cipher case in the Supreme Court. The former prime minister ap-
proached the apex court through his counsel Hamid khan and has urged the top court to 
declare IHC decision to withhold the indictment illegal. The PTI chief has also urged the 
court to declare the october 23 order of the special court hearing the cipher case against 
the constitution and law. He has also contended before the Supreme Court that he was 
being politically victimised in the case. The ousted premier added that the state machinery 
is being used to create fake cases against him. This is the second petition the PTI chief 
has filed in the Supreme Court related to the cipher case. Last week, Imran khan had filed 
a plea in the Supreme Court seeking post-arrest bail in the cipher case. In his 18-page 
bail plea, the PTI chief, through his counsel Barrister Salman Safdar, had put before 15 
legal questions regarding the cipher case. Among the questions, Imran wants the Supreme 
Court to consider whether the courts that rejected his bail plea took into consideration 
that the cipher case was “politically motivated”. He also questioned the role of the Federal 
Investigation Agency (FIA) jurisdiction in the case and its “malafide intentions and ulterior 
motives”. The PTI chief and his deputy Shah Mahmood Qureshi were indicted by a special 
court, formed under the official Secrets Act, on october 23. Both the PTI leaders were 
indicted after they had moved a petition under CrPC 265-D to stop the indictment. The 
judge while rejecting the petitions stated that the hearing was fixed for indictment and 
went ahead with it. Following the indictment, the trial under in the case is underway and 
the evidence of the prosecution has started being recorded. However, the PTI chief and 
his deputy after being indicted had challenged the indictment in the Islamabad High Court. 
But the IHC on october 26 upheld the special court’s decision and rejected Imran’s argu-
ment that the trial court had completed the process of indictment in haste. In August of this 
year, Imran and his party vice-chairman Shah Mahmood Qureshi were booked under offi-
cial Secrets Act 1923 in the cipher case after FIA invoked Section 5 of the said law.  – DNA

DNA

WASHINGToN: The US House voted on Tuesday to censure 
Democratic Representative RashidaTlaib, Congress’s lone 
Palestinian American lawmaker, for comments she made re-
garding Israel’s war with Hamas in Gaza. Twenty-two Demo-
crats joined with most Republicans in the chamber to censure 
Tlaib for allegedly “promoting false narratives” on Hamas’ 
oct. 7 gun rampage in Israel and “calling for the destruc-
tion of the state of Israel.” The motion was sponsored by 
Republican Representative Richard McCormick. The 
final vote tally in the Republican-controlled chamber 
was 234-188 in favour of censure. Four Republicans 
voted against the motion, while three Democrats 
and one Republican abstained. Tlaib has repeat-
edly condemned Hamas’s assault, which killed 
some 1,400 people, while also criticizing U.S. 
support for Israel as the country’s military re-
taliates with bombardment that has killed 
thousands of Palestinians in Gaza. The 
measure specifically cited a video Tlaib 
published on social media containing 
the phrase “from the river to the 
sea,” a pro-Palestinian rallying cry 
that is viewed by many Jews as anti-

semitic and calling for Israel’s eradication. She also enraged 
many fellow Democrats on Friday when she posted a video 
accusing President Joe Biden of supporting “the genocide of 
the Palestinian people.” Israel vehemently rejects accusations 
of genocide. Tlaib rejected accusations of antisemitism during 
a speech on the House floor on Tuesday. “I am the only Pal-
estinian-American in Congress, and my perspective is needed 
more than ever,” Tlaib said. “My criticism has always been 
of the Israeli government and (Prime Minister Benjamin) 

Netanyahu’s actions... The idea that criticizing the gov-
ernment of Israel is antisemitic sets a very dangerous 

precedent,” Tlaib said. “Palestinian people are not 
disposable,” Tlaib added, taking a long pause as 
she became overcome with emotion. Her grand-
mother lives in a village in the occupied West 
Bank, territory Israel captured in a 1967 war. 
Representative Pete Aguilar, the No. 2 Demo-

crat in the House, told reporters on Tuesday 
that while he “strenuously disagreed” with 

Tlaib’s remarks about Biden, he believed 
the censure motion was not productive. 
The symbolic rebuke has no specific 
punishment. Although it was previ-
ously a rare measure used against 
members, it has become increasingly 
common in recent years. – Agencies

US House censures lone Palestinian-
American lawmaker over Israel comment

Briefs
Curt grants 

bail to Khadija 
Shah in 

provocative 
tweets case

DNA
LAHoRE: A sessions court 
on Wednesday granted bail 
to fashion designer khadija 
Shah in a case of posting 
provocative tweets. The 
court ordered the fashion 
designer to furnish surety 
bonds of Rs 100,000 to avail 
the benefit of bail.
Additional District and Ses-
sions Judge Muhammad 
Nawaz announced the re-
served verdict on post-ar-
rest bail petition filed by the 
fashion designer. The court 
had reserved its verdict on 
completion of arguments 
by the parties, earlier in 
the day. khadija Shah had 
approached the court for 
post-arrest bail, saying that 
a judicial magistrate denied 
the request of Federal In-
vestigation Agency for her 
physical remand in the case 
and sent her to jail on judi-
cial remand. She pleaded 
with the court to grant her 
bail in the matter.
The FIA had accused khad-
ija Shah of posting ‘objec-
tionable’ tweets, adding 
that the tweets were still 
being re-posted by the so-
cial media users. 
The FIA said that khadija 
Shah incited people against 
the institutions through 
her tweets on May-9.

Malaysia will 
maintain ties 
with Hamas

kUALA LUMPUR: Malay-
sia’s leader Anwar Ibrahim 
has said his nation will main-
tain ties with Hamas and 
will “not punish” the group. 
Malaysians should “unani-
mously back” the Palestini-
an cause, the prime minister 
told parliament on Tuesday. 
Mr Anwar was responding 
to a proposal by US law-
makers to sanction Hamas’s 
foreign supporters. Analysts 
say this is also politically ex-
pedient in a country where 
support for Palestinians 
has long been bipartisan as 
well as widespread.
An opposition lawmaker 
had asked Mr Anwar about 
the Malaysian government’s 
stand after the US House of 
Representatives last week 
voted to sanction foreign 
supporters of Hamas and 
the Palestinian Islamic Ji-
had. “I will not accept any 
threats, including this... This 
action is unilateral and not 
valid, because we as mem-
bers of the United Nations 
only recognise decisions 
made by the UN Security 
Council,” Mr Anwar said.
Malaysia, a Muslim-majority 
nation, has long advocated 
for the Palestinian cause. 
It does not recognise Israel 
diplomatically and has main-
tained that no such recog-
nition will be given until a 
two-state solution - one for 
the Israelis and one for the 
Palestinians - is realised. Its 
capital, kuala Lumpur, is a 
frequent host to conferenc-
es on Palestinian issues. 
The 76-year-old Mr Anwar 
has also advocated for Pales-
tinians since his university 
days. Like in many parts of 
the world, Israel’s retalia-
tory strikes on Gaza have 
sparked mass gatherings 
and prayer rallies in Malay-
sia. But it has also led to 
some displays of support for 
Hamas. – Agencies

ISIL attacks 
kill 30 in 

Syrian 
desert

DNA
DAMASCUS: ISIL (ISIS) 
has killed at least 30 Syr-
ian pro-government mili-
tia and soldiers stationed 
in the desert, underscor-
ing the group’s persis-
tent threat years after 
its territorial defeat. 
ISIL waged parallel ma-
chine gun attacks in the 
regions of Raqqa, Homs, 
and Deirez-Zor, reported 
the Syrian observatory 
for Human Rights, a Uk-
based war monitor.
The attacks killed 26 
members of the National 
Defence Forces, a pro-gov-
ernment militia, along with 
four soldiers. The obser-
vatory said it expected the 
death toll to rise due to 
an unspecified number of 
wounded, some of whom 
are in critical condition.
The monitor also said Rus-
sian warplanes had conduct-
ed strikes on ISIL’s posi-
tions in the desert, causing 
casualties among its mem-
bers. ISIL, an armed group 
that once commanded an 
estimated 50,000 fighters, 
declared its own “caliphate” 
across large parts of Syria 
and Iraq in 2014.
The group was ousted from 
Syria in 2019 but its vestiges 
continue to hide out in the 
desert and plot deadly hit-
and-run attacks, targeting 
both pro-government forces 
and kurdish-led fighters. 

Thousands 
flee fresh 

ethnic killings 
in Darfur

kHARToUM: Thousands 
of people have been forced 
to flee the Sudanese region 
of West Dafur amid fears of 
ethnic cleansing, a medical 
charity says. Witnesses have 
accused the paramilitary 
group Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) of targeting and killing 
non-Arabs. This comes after 
the RSF captured the Suda-
nese army headquarters in 
West Darfur’s capital of El 
Geneina in recent days. The 
RSF said it is not involved 
in what it described as a 
“tribal conflict”. It has been 
battling the army for control 
of the country since April. 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(MSF) says that most of 
the 7,000 people who have 
crossed into Chad in the 
past three days are women 
and children who are fleeing 
with nothing. – Agencies

IBo conducted 
near Afghan 

border 
stAFF rePort

RAWALPINDI: on night 7/8 
November 2023, security 
forces conducted an intel-
ligence based operation in 
general area Ursoon near 
Pakistan - Afghanistan bor-
der, Chitral District.
During conduct of the 
operation, intense fire ex-
change took place between 
own troops and terrorists, 
resultantly two terrorists 
were sent to hell, while 
four terrorists got serious-
ly injured. Sanitization of 
the surrounding areas is 
being carried out to neu-
tralize any other terrorist 
found in the area.
Locals of the area appreci-
ated the operation by Secu-
rity forces of Pakistan, who 
remain determined to elim-
inate the menace of terror-
ism from the country.

Pakistan, Azerbaijan ties from 
cordial to excellent: Solangi

Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov says 8 November is 
celebrated as Victory Day in the Republic of Azerbaijan every year

ANsAr M BhAtti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi 
has said Pakistan greatly values relations 
with Azerbaijan adding these relations shall 
further be cemented in the coming days. 
He expressed these views while addressing 
as the chief guest on the occasion of the 
Victory Day of Azerbaijan. Murtaza Solangi 
furhter siad both Pakistan and Azerbaijan 
enjoy excellent relations in all fields. He 
said people to people between the two 
countries have also increased. The minis-
ter also welcomed start of direct flights 
from Pakistan to Azerbaijan and hoped 
thiese direct air links will further bring 
two brotherly nations closer.
Ambassador of Azerbaijan khazar Farhadov 
in his speech said, 8 November is celebrat-
ed as Victory Day in the Republic of Azer-
baijan every year. 3 years ago, Azerbaijan 
liberated its territories from Armenian oc-
cupation and restored its territorial integ-
rity. We honor with deep respect and grat-
itude our Martyrs who gave their precious 
lives for the independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity of our country. 
He said, Armenia kept 20% of Azerbaijani 
territories under occupation for almost 
30 years. Almost Armenia committed war 
crimes in the occupied territories of Azer-
baijan. Armenia committed the khojaly 

Genocide in 1992, killing 613 innocent civil-
ians, including 106 women and 63 children. 
They carried out ethnic cleansing against 
the Azerbaijani population in the occupied 
territories. All Azerbaijanis were forcibly 
expelled from occupied territories. 
During the Armenian occupation, Azerbai-
jani cities and villages were razed to the 
ground. All cultural and religious mon-
uments were destroyed, mosques were 
desecrated and looted. Armenians turned 
mosques into pigsties during the occupa-
tion. Hundreds of thousands of mines and 
booby traps have been planted across Azer-
baijan’s territory.  But Azerbaijan has never 
targeted any civilian people and civilian in-
frastructures during the Patriotic War and 
local antiterrorism measures.
He said, even after the war, Armenia did not 
stop its heinous military provocations that 
caused the loss of civilians and military per-
sonnel in the liberated territories of Azer-
baijan. In this regard, the Azerbaijan Army 
launched local anti-terrorist measures to 
ensure the provisions of the Joint Trilateral 
Statement signed on November 10, 2020, 
to prevent large-scale provocations com-
mitted in the karabakh economic region 
of Azerbaijan, to disarm and withdraw the 
Armenian armed forces formations from 
Azerbaijani territories, to neutralize their 
military infrastructure, to ensure safety 
of the civilian population returning to the 
territories liberated from occupation, safe-

ty of the civilian workers involved in the 
reconstruction work, the servicemen and 
to restore the constitutional order of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. Immediately after 
the war, the Azerbaijani side whose 20 % of 
the territory had been occupied by Arme-
nia for almost 30 years, proposed a peace 
agreement to Armenia. Raising the right 
of 300.000 Azerbaijanis to return to their 
historical homeland in nowadays Armenia, 
Azerbaijan also set up a special reintegra-
tion portal for Armenian residents living in 
the karabakh economic region of the Re-

public of Azerbaijan. Ambassador Farhadov 
said, during the occupation and 44 days of 
the Patriotic War, brotherly Pakistan has 
always supported Azerbaijan morally and 
diplomatically. Using this opportunity, I 
would like once again to extend my grati-
tude to the Government and people of Pa-
kistan for their continuous support. It is no 
coincidence that the Pakistani flag is waved 
along with the Azerbaijani and Turkish flags 
in Azerbaijan by the common people in this 
country as a sign of respect and gratitude 
to the Pakistani brothers and sisters. 
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Serious allegations 
of land grabbing 

against Faiz Hamid
Disposing of the petition, SC tells petitioner 

that he had other relevant forums to approach

Court rePorter

ISLAMABAD: A housing society's CEo 
filed a petition with the human rights cell 
(HRC) of the Supreme Court seeking ac-
tion against former Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (ISI) director general Lt Gen (retd) 
Faiz Hamid over alleged land grabbing and 
stealing valuables.   "on May 12, 2017, my 
house and office were raided on the orders 
of General (Rtd) Faiz Hamid. During the 
raid, valuables and records of our private 
housing society were stolen," said the peti-
tioner Moeez Ahmed khan.
A three-member bench led by Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) QaziFaez Isa and 
comprising Justice Athar Minallah and Jus-
tice Aminuddin khan heard the matter on 
Wednesday.  In his petition, khan said that 
the purpose of illegal proceedings against 
him was to take control of TopCity-1, a 
housing society located at Srinagar High-
way in Islamabad.  "After the raid, I along 
with my five other colleagues were kept 
in confinement. The federal government 

should take action against Gen (Rtd) Faiz 
Hamid, his brother Najaf and others," said 
the petitioner.  At the outset of the hearing, 
CJP Isa told the petitioner that he had lev-
elled serious allegations in his plea. 
The petitioner's lawyer told the court 
that Gen (retd) Hamid abducted his client 
along with five others and kept them in 
confinement. "What should the court do?" 
asked the chief justice. At this, the lawyer 
requested the court to order the Ministry 
of Defence to take action. 
The CJP asked whether this type of case 
has ever been heard in the Supreme Court. 
The lawyer said this was the first time their 
plea was scheduled for a hearing. 
CJP Isa then spoke about the case of 
Pakistani expat ZahidaJaved Aslam who 
had filed a petition in SC's HRC, alleg-
ing that khan — who is the owner of 
TopCity-1, transferred her properties 
in his name fraudulently.  Aslam had 
filed the case in 2017 under Article 
184/3 in the human rights cell, said the 
CJP, adding that her case was heard by 
former CJP Saqib Nisar in the chamber. 


