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Phillips helps 
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in 2nd BD Test

Pak-Iran 
rail service 
suspended
Officials cite bad 

track reason 
for closure

Bureau Report

CHAGAI: The Pakistan-Iran 
rail service was suspended 
after the derailment of a 
freight train moving from 
Iran to Balochistan’s capital 
on Friday. Railway officials 
confirmed that five bogies of 
a freight train derailed which 
resulted in the suspension 
of the Pakistan-Iran railway 
service. They said that the 
Pakistan Railways team 
was working to restore the 
railway track. The affected 
freight train was transport-
ing goods from Iran to Quet-
ta, they added. The officials 
said that the railway track 
being used for internation-
al trade was in a dilapidat-
ed state which disrupted 
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IslamabadPOST

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on 
Saturday on account 
of weekly off therefore 
there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

Imran seeking Afghan 
sympathies with 

refugee statement

Bureau Report

Quetta: Caretaker 
Information Minister 
Murtaza Solangi on 
Friday said former 
prime minister Im-
ran Khan’s statement 
about the expulsion of Afghan refugees 
was aimed at “garnering the sympathy” 
of the interim Afghan government. In No-
vember, the caretaker government had 
initiated a nationwide campaign to deport 
illegal foreign nationals, the majority of 
whom are Afghans. While the decision had 
prompted criticism from Afghanistan and 
several other quarters, the government has 
refused to budge, insisting the move is not 
aimed at any particular ethnic group. Of the 
more than four million Afghans living in 
Pakistan, the government estimates 1.7m 
are undocumented. So far, thousands of 
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PTI chief said 1.5m refugees were not that 
much of a burden on a population of 250m

Info minister accuses

Briefs

Foreigners warned 
not to indulge in 

political activities 
Mehtab Pirzada

Islamabad: As Pakistan continues 
its repatriation of aliens, caretaker In-
terior Minister Sarfraz Bugti has said 
that foreigners living in the country 
are barred from participating in polit-
ical activities in light of upcoming gen-
eral elections slated for February 8, 
2024. Speaking to the media on Friday, 
Bugti warned that foreigners, regard-
less of the documents with which they 
entered Pakistan, will face deportation 
if found involved in political activities. 
“People involved in political activities 
are being deported [...] Whether it be 
Afghan refugees or citizens of any 
other country, will face deportation 
[if found in violation of directives],” 
the minister said. The announcement 
comes as the interim government, cit-
ing security concerns, has initiated a 
nationwide campaign to expel millions 
of illegal foreigners, mostly Afghan cit-
izens, living in the country. The policy 
decision came after Afghan nationals 
were found to be involved in crimes, 
smuggling, and 14 suicide bombings 

Continued on Page 06

PM advocates 
equal rights 

for minorities
Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Caretaker Prime Minister An-
waar-ul-Haq Kakar on Friday reaffirmed the 
equal rights for minority communities and 
called for enforcing meritocracy and social 
opportunities for their uplift and mainstream-
ing. The prime minister, in an interactive ses-
sion with the students of Aga Khan Universi-
ty, said the minorities were equal Pakistanis 
as Madina State had also guaranteed equal 
responsibilities and rights for the citizens. 
Calling for infusing a sense of confidence in 
the people, he said that meritocracy should be 
enforced, and social opportunities for minori-
ties should be created. To a question, he said 
that the people of Pakistan enjoyed freedom 
of expression and considering the country’s 
political history, any particular incident could 
not be associated with the government of that 
particular term. He said that the incidents 
involving the violations of freedom of speech 
were not limited to a particular government. 
The prime minister, responding to a query by 
a university student about the arrest of jour-
nalists, said that during the tenure, he was 
referring to, the journalists were shot at and 
faced many such acts which were against the 
freedom of expression. “You have a freedom 
of expression and speech. You spoke your 
heart before the prime minister. After this, 
your allegation of no freedom of speech would 
carry lesser weight,” he remarked. About the 
rights and status of Gilgit Baltistan, he said 
GB was and would remain part of Pakistan. 
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Collective efforts of stakeholders brought 
economy back on track: Caretaker PM

CNG stations 
reopen in 

Punjab
Abid Raza

ISLAMABAD: The Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines 
(SNGPL) Friday restored 
gas supplies to CNG stations 
across Punjab and invited 
applications for renovation 
of stations. CNG Association 
welcomed gas revival for the 
CNG sector The CNG Asso-
ciation Chairman said there 
are three thousand CNG 
stations in Punjab. “In Pun-
jab, 37 lakh vehicles were on 
CNG,” Ghiyas Pracha add-
ed that the business of the 
CNG sector has remained 
at only 10 percent and those 
responsible for the destruc-
tion of this industry should 
also be determined.

DNA
NEW YORK CITY: All eyes were on the US 
during a meeting of the UN Security Coun-
cil, when the 15-member body voted on a 
draft resolution demanding an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza. Robert Wood has told the 
Security Council that Hamas “continues to 
pose a threat to Israel and remain in charge 
of Gaza”. “For that reason, while the United 
States strongly supports the durable peace, 
in which both Israelis and Palestinians can 
live in peace and security, we do not sup-
port calls for an immediate ceasefire,” he 
said. “This would only plant the seeds for 
the next war because Hamas has no desire 
to see a durable peace to see a two state 
solution,” he said. The US is one of five 
veto-wielding permanent members of the 
Security Council. The other permanent 
members are China, France, Russia, and 
the UK. The resolution was drafted by the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation and 
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Israel continues 
war crimes in Gaza

Foreign Desk

GAZA: The Israeli occupation forces 
(IOF) continue their brutal aggression 
on the Gaza Strip for the 63rd consec-
utive day on Friday, amidst intensified 
airstrikes, artillery shelling, destroying 
homes on top of their residents, and 
committing more massacres and crimes 
of genocide, exacerbating the humani-
tarian situation due to forced displace-
ment and aggression. Meanwhile, fierce 
clashes and heroic resistance contin-
ue in infiltration axes. Israeli forces 
have dropped a large number of incen-
diary and smoke bombs on a school 
sheltering displaced Palestinians in 
the northern part of the Gaza Strip, 

Continued on Page 06

US rejects UNSC immediate 
ceasefire resolution in Gaza

The resolution was drafted by the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation and the Arab Group of 
nations at the UN, and presented by the UAE

We want accountability, 
not power, says Nawaz

PML-N puts forward seat adjustment offer to IPP

Candidates to be announced soon

DNA
LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) supremo and former prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif has renewed his demand to 
hold accountable those elements behind his 
ouster from power in 2017 and responsible 
for Pakistan’s “destruction”. He said this 
while addressing the party’s parliamentary 
board meeting flanked by PML-N President 
Shehbaz Sharif, Vice President Maryam 
Nawaz and other leaders in Lahore on Friday. 
Speaking about the corruption cases regis-
tered against him and his family members, 

Continued on Page 06

PPP always 
tried to address 
masses’ issues

Abbas Hashmi

LAHORE: Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardari on 
Friday asserted that his party had al-
ways tried to address the issues being 
faced by the masses, expressing readi-
ness to serve the people of the country.
In a statement, the former president re-
iterated the significance of the slogan 
“Roti, Kapra aur Makan”, emphasising 
its deep-rooted connection to the PPP’s 
fundamental principles and ethics. Asif 
Zardari pointed tout that the PPP has 
always tried to address the concerns 
of the masses and has propelled itself 
forward. “PPP has made innumerable 
sacrifices and its foundation is the 
martyrs’ blood”, he added. “Not a sin-
gle political party sacrificed more than 
Peoples’ Party to fulfill its manifesto,” 

Continued on Page 06

SHC suspends 
ban on Imran’s 

statements
 

DNA
KARACHI: Sindh High Court (SHC) 
has suspended the Pakistan Electron-
ic Media Regulatory Authority (PEM-
RA) ban on Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
founder and former prime minister 
Imran Khan’s statements. As per de-
tails, a single bench of SHC headed 
by Justice Adnan Iqbal announced 
the verdict and suspended the PEM-
RA directive issued on December 4. 
The single bench of Sindh High Court 
issued notices to PEMRA and the fed-
eral government for December 21. 

Continued on Page 06

Pak loan program 

IMF board to meet 
on January 11

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The International Mone-
tary Fund’s Executive Board will take up 
Pakistan’s first review on January 11 next 
year for approval that will unlock $700 
million under the standby arrangement 
(SBA), international media quoted the 
lender’s spokesperson as saying on Friday.
Last month, Pakistan reached a staff-lev-
el agreement with the IMF under the $3 
billion SBA and is awaiting the board’s ap-
proval to receive a second tranche.
Earlier this week, a Pakistani newspaper 
reported had reported that Pakistan’s first 

review for approval was not included in the 
IMF’s Executive Board meeting agenda 
for the 1-15 December schedule
The publication reported that the IMF 
did not firm up its exact schedule be-
cause the Fund’s team was busy securing 
re-confirmation from all multilateral and 
bilateral creditors to meet the financing 
requirements of $24.9 billion for the cur-
rent fiscal year. This delay surfaced in 
discussions among the policymakers that 
the IMF might kick-start parleys on the 
second review probably after the general 
elections and takeover by the elected gov-
ernment. The IMF programme was ini-
tially scheduled to kick-start parleys for 
a second review from Feb 3, 2024, but if 
the elections were scheduled to be held 
on February 8, 2024, then the possibili-
ty of holding talks might be done in the 
last week of Feb or early March 2024. 
The ongoing SBA programme is going to 
expire on April 14, 2024.

Shaukat 
Tarin 

quits PTI
Faial Sheikh

Islamabad: In a fresh 
blow to the 
former rul-
ing party, 
P a k i s t a n 
Tehreek -e -
Insaf’s (PTI) 

another wicket downed as 
former finance minister 
Shaukat Tarin parted ways 
with Imran Khan-led party 
on Friday. The former fi-
nance czar confirmed giving 
up his party membership 
and resignation from his 
seat in the Senate as well, 
in conversation with Geo 
News. Tarin said that he is 
also bidding adieu to the 
politics, as he quit the PTI, 
which already undergoes 
deterioration amid legal 
and political hurdles. The 
ex-minister is the last one to 
dissociate with the former 
ruling party, joining a long 
list of leaders — including 
Asad Umar, Usman Dar, 
Fawad Chaudhry, Shireen 
Mazari, and Pervez Khattak. 

Interpol 
approached 

to arrest 
Shahzad

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Federal 

Investigation 
Agency (FIA) 
on Friday 
approached 
Interpol for 
the arrest 

of ‘proclaimed offender’ 
former accountability czar 
Shahzad Akbar, who is cur-
rently in self-imposed exile 
in UK. Following a request 
from Islamabad police, the 
investigation agency penned 
a letter to Interpol and 
sought its help in arresting 
the former accountability 
czar. The development came 
after Shahzad Akbar was de-
clared a proclaimed offender 
by Civil Judge Ahmed She-
hzad Gondal in a case, en-
compassing charges of fraud 
and other serious offenses.

Murad 
lashes out 

at PTI
Jan Ali Leghari

HYDERABAD:Pakist an 
P e o p l e s 
Party (PPP) 
senior lead-
er Murad 
Ali Shah 
launched a 

broadside at PTI on Friday. 
Expressing his thoughts 
in Hyderabad, the for-
mer Sindh chief minister 
said, “We did not say to 
be involved in the May 
9 mayhem. Nobody has 
ever labelled the PPP as 
ladla.” PPP senior leader 
Syed Nasir Shah asserted 
that his party will spring 
its surprise in the upcom-
ing elections. Speaking to 
the media in Lahore, Shah 
claimed, “We will clinch 
more than 50 seats from 
Sindh. We will spring our 
surprise in Central Pun-
jab in the upcoming elec-
tions.” He took a swipe at 
the political opponents, 
saying, “Some of the peo-
ple are escaping the elec-
tions by making different 
excuses.”Asserting that 
his party was geared up for 
the elections, Shah made it 
clear that his party was not 
against the alliance in Sindh. 

National Day of Kenya Celebrated

ISLAMABAD: Chief Guest Gohar Ijaz, Federal Minister for Commerce, High Commissioner of 
Kenya Ms. M Nyambura Kamau, Dean of Diplomatic Corps Muhammad Karmoune, Ambassador 

of Morocco and others cutting cake to celebrated the National Day of Kenya. – DNA
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Nazir Siyal

KARACHI:  The Sindh gov-
ernment has decided to in-
duct 180 electric buses, to 
be powered by solar energy, 
on the feeders of the BRTs 
so that cleaner and more 
efficient public transpor-
tation solutions could be 
established to bring an end 
to the operational subsidy.
This was disclosed in a 
meeting held between 
Sindh Chief Minister Jus-
tice (Retd) Maqbool Baqar 
and Asian Development 
Bank high power delega-
tion led by Ms. F. Cleo 
Kawawaki, Principal Direc-
tor and Head of Office of 
Market Development and 

PPPs (OMDP). The other 
delegation members were 
Mohammad Azim Hashmi, 
Advisor to the Principal 
Director, Deputy Country 
Director Asad Aleem, and 
Senior Project Officer Sal-
man Mian. The CM was 
assisted by Electric Buses 
for BRT feeders: The CM 
discussing the Electric 
Buses for BRT Feeder 
routes said that the Sindh 
government was exploring 
the transformative impact 
of electric buses to strive 
for cleaner and more effi-
cient public transportation 
solutions in Karachi. The 
project aims to introduce 
electric buses on BRT feed-
er routes. It aligns with the 
focus on climate change, 

resilience, and carbon 
credits. The operational 
Business Plan (Feasibility 
Study) of the project is go-
ing to commence at the end 
of December 2023. Chair-
man P&D Shakil Mangejo 
told the ADB head that the 
Green and Orange Lines 
have been implemented in 
Karachi to facilitate esti-
mated passenger traffic of 
50,000 per day. With the in-
duction of feeder route bus-
es, existing and future lines 
will be integrated which 
will contribute towards the 
long-term sustainability of 
the overall system.  Sec-
retary Transport said that 
under the project 170-180 
electric buses would be 
inducted into the existing 

BRT routes of Green and 
Orange Line. Partial elec-
tricity generation through 
solarization under a wheel-
ing mechanism could help 
reduce operating costs 
targeted to be covered 
through tariff and non-tariff 
with no requirement for op-
erational subsidy.
The ADB head Ms. F. Cleo 
Kawawaki said that the 
ADB was working with the 
provincial government and 
would support the project. 
The chief minister, talking 
about the West Karachi 
Recycled Water Project, 
said that Karachi was one 
of the most water-stressed 
cities. The city has a pop-
ulation of more than 20 
million and requires 1,100 

MIGD of water supply but 
only receives 550 MIGD, 
therefore more investment 
in water supply and treat-
ment infrastructure is badly 
needed.  KWSB mandated 
the ADB to be the trans-
action advisor about an 
unsolicited proposal for a 
treatment plant at Haroon-
abad near Sindh Industrial 
Trade Estate (SITE). Mar-
ket survey shows that the 
present water demand of 
industries in SITE is 40-
50 MIGD. Due to water 
shortage, KWSB is only 
able to supply around 2-3 
MIGD. As per the propos-
al a full vertically integrated 
wastewater treatment sys-
tem with supply, delivery, 
and billing. 

Sindh govt plans to induct 180 electric buses
This was disclosed in a meeting held between Sindh CM and Asian 
Development Bank high power delegation led by Ms. F. Cleo Ka-

wawaki, Principal Director and Head of OMDP

RCCI delegation meets 
Alvi to boost gem, 
furniture exports

 LAHORE: A group photo after launching ceremony of my book “1000 Words for the New 
Millennium” at Quaid-e-Azam library, the Mall Lahore. L-RProf. Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmad Gondal (PUnjab 

University), Prof. Dr. (Rtd) Mian Muhammad Akram, Dr. Abdus Sattar Abbasi (Author ), Mr. 
Salman Abid (renowned columnist),. Mr. Salman Ghani (Dunya News) And  Mr. Kashif Manzoor 

(Director General Public Libraries, Punjab)

DNA

Rawalpindi: A delegation headed 
by Saqib Rafiq, President RCCI, com-
prising Gems and Jewellery and Fur-
niture sector, and had a fruitful meet-
ing with the President of Pakistan Dr. 
Arif Alvi at Awan E Sadr Islamabad. In 
the meeting, the issues faced by the 
Gems and Jewellery sector were dis-
cussed in detail, especially regarding 
SRO 760, value addition, skills devel-
opment, certification, export poten-

tial, Gems&  Jewellery Authority and 
verification of documentation in for-
eign embassies. Issues related to the 
furniture sector including import duty 
on raw materials, dual checking of 
containers by ANF, joint ventures and 
export opportunities were discussed. 
President Dr. Arif Alvi welcomed the 
recommendations and suggestions 
given by the delegation from Gems 
and Jewellery and Furniture sector 
and assured all kinds of cooperation to 
resolve the problems. The President 
of Pakistan also offered condolence 

on the death of Mr. Pervaiz Altaf Ad-
vocate, elder brother of group leader 
Sohail Altaf. RCCI President Saqib 
Rafiq also gave a brief summary about 
the upcoming International Gems and 
Jewellery Show in May next year.
Group Leader Sohail Altaf, Senior 
Vice President Muhammad Hamza Sa-
rosh, and representatives from Gems 
and Jewelry Mr. Fayyaz Qureshi, Mr. 
Ghulam Mustafa, Rana Abdul Qadoos 
and Saqib Naseem, Ikram Rehman Ab-
basi, Bilal Javed from Furniture Sec-
tor were also present in the meeting.

 ‘Political will’ must to  
revamp health sector

Dr. Nadeem Jan, has emphasized that strong  
political will was a must to revamp the healthcare 

system in the country
Adil  Shahen

ISLAMABAD : Caretaker 
Federal Minister for Health, 
Dr. Nadeem Jan, has empha-
sized that strong political 
will was a must to revamp 
the healthcare system in 
the country. Political parties 
should keep the health re-
forms agenda on the top of 
their election manifestos by 
ensuring quality health ser-
vices and affordability to the 
masses at their doorstep, 
the minister said while 
talking to a private news 

channel on Friday. Jan said 
that health and education 
were the main pillars of 
the development paradigm, 
but unfortunately in our 
country, both sectors had 
been neglected in the past. 
He said another challenge 
that the country faces is the 
population explosion, which 
crossed 250 million, and re-
sources are minimal to cater 
to the needs. The minister 
said polio is still present in 
the environmental samples 
due to neighboring Afghan-
istan. To a query, he said 
the caretaker government, 

in a short span of time, per-
formed well and brought a 
health reform agenda. “We 
are working on two main 
pillars. One is good govern-
ance, and the other is to 
improve service delivery by 
ensuring equal distribution 
of resources in a transparent 
and controllable manner,” 
he explained. He stressed 
the need to bring reforms in 
other allied departments of 
health like the Pakistan Med-
ical Dental Council, the Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Paki-
stan and the Pakistan Nurs-
ing Council.

PTA conducts QoS survey 
in different cities

ISLAMABAD :Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority 
(PTA) has carried out an 
Independent Quality of Ser-
vice (QoS) survey in order 
to measure the performance 
and quality of Cellular Mo-
bile Operators’ (CMOs).  
The survey has been con-
ducted in seventeen (17) x 
cities of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, Punjab and Sindh, said 
news release issued here 
on Thursday. Additionally, a 
joint QoS survey along with 
CMOs was carried out in sev-
en cities of Gilgit Baltistan 
during 3rd quarter i.e. July- 
September 2023.  During the 
survey, Mobile Network Cov-
erage along with QoS KPIs 
of Voice, SMS and Mobile 
Broadband were checked 
using state-of-the-art auto-
mated QoS Monitoring & 

Benchmarking Tool to ascer-
tain conformance with Next 
Generation Mobile Service 
(NGMS) licenses and Cellu-
lar Mobile Network Quality 
of Service Regulations 2021.
Based upon the compliance 
level of each KPI against 
threshold defined in the re-
spective licenses and QoS 
Regulations, CMOs have 
been ranked between 1st to 
5th position in Mobile Net-
work Coverage and Voice 
Services as per compliance 
level in surveyed cities.  Sim-
ilarly, in Mobile Broadband 
Speed segment, the ranking 
is with respect to the highest 
data download and upload 
speed, network latency and 
webpage loading time. The 
performance of the CMOs 
was also benchmarked using 
Ookla ® Speed Test mobile 

application to gauge the per-
formance of Upload & Down-
load Throughputs and Net-
work Latency. The survey 
results revealed that CMOs 
are compliant with respect to 
upload and download speed 
to a great extent, while im-
provement is observed in 
network latency and webpage 
loading time as compared to 
earlier surveys.  Similarly, 
some of the Voice KPIs have 
also been found below the li-
censed threshold in few areas.  
Necessary instructions have 
been issued to the operators 
for taking corrective measures 
so as to ensure improvement 
in the service quality up to 
the standards. The survey 
results are available at PTA’s 
website (https://pta.gov.pk/
en/consumer-support/qos-sur-
vey/qos-survey).—APP

ISLAMABAD President Non-Gazetted Welfare Association Malik Tahir Mehmood Awan, former 
press secretary Tanveer Nowshahi, and others presenting souvenir to Joint Executive Director 

PIMS Dr. Farrukh Kamal on his retirement during a ceremony at PIMS Hospital. — DNA

Dr. Jamal 
takes action 

against 
unregulated 

beauty 
products

LAHORE: Caretaker Pun-
jab Minister for Primary 
and Secondary Healthcare 
Dr. Jamal Nasir has issued 
directions for curbing the 
unregistered beauty prod-
ucts including creams, in-
jections, and tablets. 
A crackdown on undocu-
mented individuals admin-
istering beauty injections 
and unregistered beauty 
parlours has been ordered, 
with no leniency for those 
posing health risks under 
the guise of beauty. 
At a conference of secretar-
ies of district drug control 
boards, held on Friday, Dr. 
Nasir emphasised that only 
qualified skincare special-
ists and surgeons were per-
mitted to administer beauty 
injections, and strict actions 
would be taken against un-
authorised injections.
Furthermore, the legal sta-
tus of all beauty parlours in 
the province would be veri-
fied, and they were required 
to operate in accordance 
with the health principles. 
Standard Operating Pro-
cedures (SOPs) would be 
developed in consultation 
with the Health Commis-
sion to ensure compliance. 
The minister highlighted 
the dangers of non-stand-
ard beauty creams, linking 
them to complex diseases, 
including cancer. Strin-
gent policies would be 
implemented to address 
non-standard cosmetics, 
beauty creams, and injec-
tions. SOPs are also man-
dated for production of cos-
metic creams.—APP

Marsata helpline aids 
displaced Afghans in KP

PESHAWAR :In a signifi-
cant development aimed 
at supporting Afghan dis-
placed people in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Blue Veins, 
with the support of The In-
ternational Organization for 
Migration (IOM) Pakistan, 
has inaugurated a toll-free 
helpline named Marsata 
(0800-02828).  According to 
a press release issued here 
on Friday, this helpline is 
dedicated to providing Gen-
der-Based Violence (GBV) 
referral services, marking 
a critical step in aiding the 
vulnerable Afghan commu-
nity. Gender-based violence 
(GBV) is a prevalent issue 
within the displaced Afghan 
community setting, which 
is further exacerbated with 
lack the necessary knowl-
edge and awareness to seek 
help.  Often, survivors and 
community are unaware 

of available resources and 
available services or fear 
stigma, leading to underre-
porting and a continuation 
of the cycle of violence.  
Addressing this gap in 
awareness and providing ac-
cessible information is cru-
cial for the protection and 
empowerment of affected 
individuals.  For effective 
services provision by Mar-
asta Helpline, a compre-
hensive mapping of service 
providers was conducted 
to ensure effective coordi-
nation with other helplines 
and service providers.  This 
meticulous groundwork en-
sures that the helpline is 
well-equipped to link GBV 
survivors among the Af-
ghan displaced people to 
the necessary services.
 At the occasion of the 
launching ceremony or-
ganized at Peshawar, Fazal 

Rabbi, Director of the SSU 
Commissionerate for Af-
ghan Refugees Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa expressed that 
“Pakistan Government and 
Afghan Commissionerate 
are devoted to enhancing 
protection services for the 
Afghan community in Paki-
stan, ensuring they are safe-
guarded from harassment, 
violence, and abuse. 
We will contribute our sup-
port and collaboration with 
organizations committed to 
doing so in the ambit of the 
law.” Amir Hamza, Protec-
tion Coordinator at IOM Pa-
kistan, highlighted the im-
portance of this initiative. 
“Protecting the displaced 
Afghan population is para-
mount. Marsata will play a 
pivotal role in offering cru-
cial support and services, 
especially to those affected 
by GBV. —APP

Child 
development 

center 
inaugurated

DNA

FAISALABAD : A state-of-
the-art child development 
center has been estab-
lished at Red Crescent 
Maternity Hospital by the 
district administration. 
Divisional Commissioner 
Silwat Saeed inaugurat-
ed the center on Friday. 
Deputy Commissioner 
Abdullah Nayer Sheikh 
accompanied her. Chief 
Officer, District Council 
Muhammad Faisal, CEO 
Health Dr. Asfandiar, 
Medical Superintendent 
Dr. Hafiz Mukhtar Rand-
hawa and other officers 
and doctors were also 
present. The commission-
er went to various parts 
of the center and appreci-
ated the deputy commis-
sioner for setting up the 
first modern child devel-
opment center at the hos-
pital level in the district. 
She said that the checkup 
and treatment facilities of 
autism spectrum disor-
ders, speech and hearing 
problems, cerebral palsy, 
muscle weakness, intel-
lectual disability, hemo-
philia, thalassemia and 
hyperactivity disorder 
would be available in the 
center. Appreciating 
the displaying of attrac-
tive colorful pictures 
and LEDs in the rooms, 
the commissioner said 
that steps are underway 
to build a similar center 
in the Children’s Hos-
pital. On the occasion, 
the experts briefed her 
about treatment plans 
for children suffering 
from autism.

President RCCI, comprising Gems and Jewellery and 
 Furniture sector, and had a fruitful meeting with the  

President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi at Awan E Sadr



Police carry 
out search 
operation
He said that 

police are more 
vigilant to 

keep an eye on 
suspects and 

to maintain law 
and order in 
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: Police here 
on Friday carried out a 
search operation in ‘Quaid-e-
Azam Colony’, and adjoining 
areas in the jurisdiction of 
Dhamial Police Station.  Ac-
cording to a police spokes-
man, the search operation 
was conducted in order 
to maintain law and order 
and flush out suspects fol-
lowing the directions of 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Syed Khalid Hamdani.  He 
informed, senior police 
officers and police person-
nel including women po-
lice took part in the search 
operation. 
Police checked as many as 
35 houses, 10 shops and 
80 individuals during the 
search operation. 
Superintendent of Police, 
Saddar said that police are 
fully prepared to shield 
the lives and property of 
the public, and combing 
and search operation was 
done to flush out the sus-
pects and hardcore crimi-
nals.  He said that police 
are more vigilant to keep 
an eye on suspects and to 
maintain law and order in 
Rawalpindi.—APP

 ‘Special teacher’s’ 
training program started
Mehtab Pirzada

 
Islamabad: COMSTECH 
and lda Rieu Schools for the 
Blind & Deaf have launched 
Special Teacher’s Training 
Program. This program 
is offering a dedicated 3 
months training to special 
teachers by experts in this 
field. Special Education 
Teachers from all OlC mem-
ber states can benefit from 
this program.
 The program was dis-
cussed and agreed by Ms. 
Nadira Panjwani, HI, SI and 
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choud-
hary, (Mustafa (PBUH) 
Prize Laureate, H.I., S.I., 

T.I., Coordinator General 
COMSTECH.
This program is open for 
Nationals of OIC member 
states and observer states 
with age limit of 28-40 
years. Applicants holding 
teaching experience of 
1-year at least/ relevant 
educational background 
will be given preference.
The training is for a pe-
riod of 3 months. COMS-
TECH will provide return 
economy class tickets to 
successful international 
applicants and will cov-
er their visa fee. All re-
search/learning/practice 
activities will be conduct-
ed in English. Detailed 

process of application is 
available on COMSTECH 
website (https://coms-
tech.org/comstech- ida -
rieu-schools/).
lda Rieu Schools for the 
Blind & Deaf are schools 
and colleges run by the 
lda Rieu Welfare Associa-
tion (IRWA). IRWA came 
into existence in 1922 in 
Karachi with the vision 
of imparting education 
and training to the blind 
and deaf children to make 
them useful citizens of 
community. Their mission 
is to nurture the intellec-
tual and social skills of 
special children and ena-
ble them to cope with all 

challenges through educa-
tion and training.
COMSTECH is the only 
OlC institution hosted by 
the Government of Paki-
stan, chaired by the Pres-
ident of Pakistan. COM-
STECH was established 
in 1981. The core man-
date of COMSTECH is to 
strengthen cooperation 
among OIC member states 
in science and technology. 
The ultimate aim is to 
build and nourish a scien-
tific culture in addition to 
using S&T as a major con-
tributor to socio-economic 
development and rapid in-
dustrialization of member 
countries.

4-Star PC legacy 
experience comes  
to Pir Sohawa Hills

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Hashoo 
Group, a leading name in 
Pakistan’s hospitality in-
dustry renowned for its ex-
ceptional service standards 
and unmatched quality, has 
embarked on a strategic 
partnership with Highland 
Country Club & Resort. This 

partnership heralds a new 
chapter in elevating the hos-
pitality experience for guests 
amidst the serene beauty of 
the Pir Sohawa Hills in Is-
lamabad. The collaboration 
marks another milestone in 
Hashoo Group’s continuing 
endeavor to forge impactful 
alliances with hospitality 
leaders in the country, aimed 
at catalyzing industry growth 
and contributing to a more 

prosperous Pakistan.
The signing ceremony took 
place at Highland Country 
Club & Resort, situated ap-
proximately 18 kilometers 
from Islamabad, accessible 
by a relaxing and scenic 
40-minute drive. The event 
was attended by senior offi-
cials and management teams 
from both organizations, who 
shared their collective vision 
for the future of tourism 

and hospitality in Pakistan 
and discussed strategies 
to realize their joint am-
bitions for the new ven-
ture under the PC Legacy 
brand. The partnership 
introduces the Highland 
Country Club & Resort 
as a rebranded 4-star PC 
Legacy property called 
PC Legacy, Highland Re-
sort, Islamabad aimed at 
elevating its service quality 
to new heights. Guests can 
enjoy a choice of luxurious 
villas or rooms, savor ex-
ceptional cuisines, and ac-
cess facilities for banquets, 
meetings, and a kids’ play 
area. The venue offers a 
luxurious atmosphere with 
stunning views of the hills, 
ensuring a perfect balance 
of comfort and relaxation.
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POWERCHINA launches full-
scale construction of substation

dna

Islamabad:  POWER-
CHINA has commenced 
the full-scale construc-
tion of the Mansehra 
765/220KV substation, 
which will undertake pow-
er transmission between 
Dasu Hydropower Station 
and the Islamabad Power 
Grid. “The groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the 
Mansehra 765kV Sub-
station, Pakistan’s first 
765kV substation EPC (en-
gineering, procurement, 
and construction) project 
constructed by PowerChi-
na, was grandly held at 
the project site, signaling 
the commencement of 
full-scale construction,” 
POWERCHINA stated. 
The substation is situated 
in Mansehra city and will 

facilitate power transmis-
sion between Dasu HPP 
and the federal capital, 
pioneering the use of 
765/220kV voltage for the 
first time.  This voltage 
grade represents the high-
est capacity substation in 
Pakistan at present. With 
its completion, by trans-
mitting clean energy, its 
substation will help allevi-
ate local power shortages 
and promote economic 
development in Pakistan. 
In January 2023, POWER-
CHINA SEPCO1 Electric 
Power Construction Cor-
poration and the National 
Transmission and Des-
patch Company (NTDC) 
of Pakistan signed the 
EPC contract for the 765 
kV Mansehra Substation. 
The POWERCHINA has 
also signed another con-
tract with NTDC, for the 
project of 765/220kV 

Mansehra Substation Lot 
1. The project will build 
a 157-km-long 765kV dou-
ble-circuit AC transmis-
sion line between the Dasu 
Hydropower Station and 
the Mansehra Substation, 
according to Gwadar Pro. 
per the Ministry of Water 
Resources, the Dasu Hydro-
power Project (DHPP) is a 
run-of-river project on the 
Indus River, located 7 km 
upstream of Dasu Town in 
District Kohistan.  The site 
is 74 km downstream of the 
proposed Diamer Bhasha 
Dam site and 350 km from 
Islamabad. Upon its com-
pletion, the DHPP will have 
a total installed capacity of 
4320 MW with 12 generat-
ing units.  It is among the 
priority projects under the 
National Power Policy 2013 
and Vision 2025 of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan.
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UN women, Norwegian Embassy 
award champions of gender equality 

The event held at the Norwegian Ambassador’s Residence, marked the culmination of the 16 Days of Activism Against  
Gender-based Violence Campaign, underscoring the imperative to address and eradicate violence against women and girls

DNA

ISLAMABAD: UN Women, in 
collaboration with the Nor-
wegian Embassy in Pakistan, 
successfully hosted an event 
“#KoiJawaazNahi: Step Up For 
Gender Equality to acknowl-
edge and celebrate the cham-
pions of gender equality and 
women empowerment.  The 
event held at the Norwegian 
Ambassador’s Residence, 
marked the culmination of the 
16 Days of Activism Against 
Gender-based Violence Cam-
paign, underscoring the im-
perative to address and erad-
icate violence against women 
and girls. The event aimed to 
acknowledge and celebrate 
the remarkable campaign 
and progress made in ful-
filling pledges and commit-
ments towards gender equal-
ity. By bringing together key 
stakeholders, inf luencers, 
and advocates, the gathering 
sought to foster dialogue, 
exchange ideas, and inspire 
collective action. Dr Noor 
Khan – Acting Head of Mis-
sion in her welcome note 
said, “The #KoiJawaazNahi 
event serves as a testament 
to the collective determina-
tion to create a world where 
every woman and girl can 
live free from violence and 
discrimination. It is crucial 
to recognize the strides we 
have made while reinforcing 
our commitment to address-
ing the challenges that per-
sist.” While addressing the 

audiences, Sharmeela Ras-
sool the Country Represent-
ative of UN Women Pakistan, 
“On this day of celebrating 
the remarkable pledges made 
in 2023 for gender equality 
and women empowerment, 
let us reaffirm our dedication 
to dismantling barriers. Achiev-

ing gender equality is a shared 
responsibility—let’s rise to the 
occasion by challenging stereo-
types, fostering inclusion, and 
empowering each and every in-
dividual”. The 16 Days of Activ-
ism against Gender-Based Vio-
lence is an international civil 
society-led annual campaign. It 

commences from 25 November, 
the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against 
Women, and ends on 10 Decem-
ber, Human Rights Day, indicat-
ing that violence against women 
is the most pervasive breach of 
human rights worldwide.  As a 
crucial component of its ongoing 

commitment to advance Sustain-
able Development Goal 5, UN 
Women launched the #StepUp-
ForGenderEquality social media 
campaign on International Wom-
en’s Day. During this initiative, 
UN Women actively gathered 
commitments and pledges from 
leaders across diverse sectors to 

participate in the #StepUpFor-
GenderEquality challenge. The 
aim was to encourage leaders to 
take proactive steps in support 
of gender equality and inspire 
others, including change-makers 
and individuals, to exhibit col-
lective leadership in addressing 
this vital cause.

Govt. actively promoting policies 
to empower women: Minister

dna

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker 
Federal Minister for Infor-
mation Technology and Tel-
ecommunication, Dr. Umar 
Saif, said on Friday that 
the government is active-
ly promoting policies and 
initiatives to foster gender 
equality and empower wom-
en across different sectors.
Addressing the closing cer-
emony of the Women Entre-
preneurs Finance Initiative 
(We-Fi), he said that the in-
clusion of women in signif-
icant decisions, whether in 
politics, sports, or societal 
matters, is seen as a step 
towards a more progressive 
and inclusive Pakistan. The 
minister expressed his sat-
isfaction with the impact 
of the World Bank’s We-Fi 
program on the crucial role 
of women’s entrepreneurial 
finance, stating,” ‘You can’t 

go wrong in backing the 
entrepreneurial females of 
Pakistan.”
Recognizing the poten-
tial impact of empowered 
rural women, he further 
emphasized that by giving 
them autonomy, the coun-
try can progress on the 
path of development.
With 48% of Pakistan’s 
workforce associated with 
agriculture, the minister 
said that the involvement 
of women in various sec-
tors, including rural areas, 
showcases a substantial 
contribution to the coun-
try’s economic landscape.
 He said that the appoint-
ment of women in tradi-
tionally male-dominated 
fields indicates a progres-
sive shift in societal 
norms.
Dr. Saif mentioned that ef-
forts are underway to en-
sure equal opportunities 
for women in the business 

sector. 
He stated that the govern-
ment has initiated various 
schemes aimed at provid-
ing women with the neces-
sary tools and resources 
to thrive in entrepreneur-
ial endeavors.
 ‘The goal is to make 
certain that women have 
equal access to oppor-
tunities in the business 
world,’ he added.
Highlighting the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
providing equal opportu-
nities, he said that various 
schemes have been initiat-
ed to ensure that women 
can actively participate in 
decision-making processes 
and contribute significantly 
to the nation’s progress.
Throughout its duration, 
the WeFi Pakistan program 
has been a catalyst for 
change, enabling women 
entrepreneurs to overcome 
barriers and succeed in the 

business world. 
The program provided cru-
cial support in the form 
of business training and 
market access, which 
has been instrumental in 
the growth of women-led 
SMEs and startups in Pa-
kistan.
In its three-year journey, 
across a series of projects 
and activities, We-Fi initi-
ated meticulous work with 
30 top-tier incubators and 
accelerators, significantly 
bolstering their capacity 
to integrate gender-lens 
investment-readiness into 
their existing curricula.
 In parallel, 350 wom-
en-led startups from var-
ious regions of Pakistan 
were also enrolled across 
multiple cohorts focusing 
on ‘Growth and Invest-
ment-Readiness,’ a curric-
ulum specifically designed 
to cater to their unique 
needs and challenges.”

Debt servicing 
biggest 

challenge: FRIA
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The borrowing policy over the last decade 
has brought the country to the brink, as the debt servic-
ing has now become the biggest challenge on expenditures 
front in the wake of huge domestic and foreign borrowings, 
as the total debt stocks increased by Rs 1.641 trillion dur-
ing the first four months of this fiscal year (FY24).
The Ferozepur Road Industrial Association Senior Vice 
Chairman Shehbaz Aslam, while quoting the data of the 
SBP, observed that the central government’s total domes-
tic and external debt stocks rose by 2.7 percent during Jul-
Oct of this fiscal year. With this increase, cumulatively the 
federal government’s total debt stocks rose to Rs 62.482 
trillion by the end of October 2023 compared to Rs 60.841 
trillion by the end of June 2023. Shehbaz Aslam, who is also 
EC member of the PIAF, said that the government is forced 
to borrow from the domestic and external resources to fi-
nance the fiscal deficit as the country’s tax revenue collec-
tion is insufficient to meet the expenditures. While, in ab-
sence of external financing the government is completely 
dependent on domestic borrowing, of which domestic debt 
stocks are sharply increasing. Multilaterals as well as bilat-
erals have long been urging the government of Pakistan to 
reform the power sector, since decades ago when circular 
debt was in millions of rupees which today is a whopping 
2.5 trillion rupees, to reform the tax structure that con-
tinues to rely heavily on indirect taxes whose incidence 
on the poor is greater than on the rich, a major con-
tributory factor in poverty levels reaching a high of 40 
percent today, to continuing the policy of steadily rais-
ing the budgeted current expenditure, thereby shrinking 
the available fiscal space annually and, last but not least, 
warning Pakistan of an impending water scarcity decades 
ago that went unheeded resulting in the country’s current 
status of a water-stressed country. The detailed analysis 
revealed that, during the period under review, a sharp in-
crease was witnessed in the domestic debt, which rose by 
4 percent or Rs 1.599 trillion. The federal government’s 
domestic debt surged to Rs 40.409 trillion in October 2023 
up from Rs 38.810 trillion in June 2023. The federal govern-
ment’s domestic debt includes permanent debt Rs 28.033 
trillion, unfunded debt Rs 2.881 trillion, foreign currency 
loan Rs 378 billion and short term loan worth Rs 8.988 
trillion by end of October 2023.
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DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
witnessed an extraordinary 
65% increase in its exports 
to South China from July 
2022 to October 2023, 
showcasing the nation’s 
growing influence in the 
region, said Muhammad 
Irfan Trade & Investment 
Counsellor at Pakistan Con-
sulate in Guangzhou.  The 
surge in trade is particular-
ly notable in key provinces, 
including Fujian, Guang-
dong, Guangxi, Hainan, and 
Hunan, which experienced 
remarkable growth rates 
of 194%, 3%, 64%, 53%, 
and 117%, respectively.  He 
said that from July 2022 to 
Oct 2023 Pakistan exports 
to the south region were 
$334.88 million whereas 
last year in the same period 
it was USD 202.71 million 

which increased by 65% 
year on year, China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) reported 
on Friday.  “Fujian Prov-
ince, renowned for its ro-
bust economy and strategic 
location on China’s south-
eastern coast, witnessed 
an impressive 194% surge 
in imports from Pakistan 
during this period. This 
remarkable growth can be 
attributed to the strength-
ening economic ties be-
tween the two nations and 
the increasing demand for 
Pakistani products in Fuji-
an. The main products im-
ported from Pakistan are 
Uncombed single cotton 
yarn, Sesamum seeds, and 
seafood”, he added.  He fur-
ther said that overall Paki-
stan’s exports to China also 
increased 41% from July 
2022 to Oct 2023 worth 
USD 1.23 billion whereas 

last year in the same period 
it was USD 876.8 million. 
Guangdong, a key econom-
ic powerhouse and a major 
player in China’s export 
landscape, saw a steady 
3% rise in imports from 
Pakistan. This growth is a 
testament to the resilience 
of the trade relationship 
between the two regions, 
emphasizing the mutual 
benefits derived from their 
economic collaboration.  Ir-
fan said that the province 
of Guangxi experienced a 
substantial 64% increase 
in imports from Pakistan, 
highlighting the diversi-
fication of trade avenues 
and the effectiveness of 
bilateral trade agreements. 
The strategic positioning 
of Guangxi, bordering Viet-
nam and serving as a gate-
way to Southeast Asia, fur-
ther amplifies its role as a 

pivotal partner for Pakistan.  
“Hainan Province, known 
for its tropical climate and 
burgeoning tourism indus-
try, witnessed a commend-
able 53% surge in imports 
from Pakistan. This growth 
is indicative of the expand-
ing market for Pakistani 
goods in this southernmost 
province, showcasing the 
versatility and appeal of Pa-
kistani products in diverse 
sectors. Hunan Province, 
located in south-central Chi-
na, recorded an impressive 
117% increase in imports 
from Pakistan during this 
period”, Irfan stated.  Irfan 
said that the overall spike 
in exports to South Chi-
na reflects the success of 
Pakistan’s strategic trade 
policies, its commitment to 
fostering economic partner-
ships, and the quality of its 
export commodities. 

Pakistan’s exports to South 
China surge by 65% 

Briefs
IRSA 

releases 
85,800 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Friday released 85,800 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with an inflow 
of 40,100 cusecs.  Accord-
ing to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in 
the River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1489.60 feet and 
was 89.60 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in 
the dam was recorded as 
20,100 cusecs and 45,000 
cusecs respectively.  The 
water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1169.50 
feet, which was 119.50 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was 
recorded 5,200 cusecs and 
26,000 cusecs respectively. 
The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa , Guddu and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
58,400, 43,500, 39,400, and 
9,000 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, 
a total of 7,200 cusecs of 
water released at Nowshera 
and 2,000 cusecs released 
from River Chenab at Mara-
la.—APP

PTDC to 
organize film 
competition

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) will 
organize ‘Salam Pakistan’ 
short tourism documenta-
ry film and photography 
competitions on Decem-
ber 11 in connection with 
International Mountain 
Day. Talking to APP, he 
urged filmmakers and sto-
rytellers to capture the 
essence of our diverse 
and stunning landscapes, 
as Pakistan is amazing 
and rich with tourism po-
tential. He said, “Four 
to five-minute documen-
taries and photography 
competitions on the topics 
of culture and mountain 
heritage, mountain people 
and their lifestyles, fasci-
nating mountain scenery, 
mountain adventure, and 
sports will be part of the 
event.” “The winners of 
these competitions will 
be awarded cash prizes at 
the sustainable tourism 
conference,” the official 
added.  He said, “More in-
formation can be obtained 
from PTDC’s official web-
site, https://tourism.gov.
pk.”  “The selected imag-
es will also be displayed on 
the banner at the Pakistan 
National Council of Arts in 
Islamabad on the occasion 
of World Mountain Day,” 
he concluded.—APP

‘Political 
will’ must 
to revamp 

health sector; 
Minister Jan

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker 
Federal Minister for Health, 
Dr. Nadeem Jan, has em-
phasized that strong po-
litical will was a must to 
revamp the healthcare 
system in the country. Po-
litical parties should keep 
the health reforms agenda 
on the top of their election 
manifestos by ensuring 
quality health services and 
affordability to the masses 
at their doorstep, the min-
ister said while talking to 
a private news channel on 
Friday. Jan said that health 
and education were the 
main pillars of the devel-
opment paradigm, but un-
fortunately in our coun-
try, both sectors had been 
neglected in the past. He 
said another challenge 
that the country faces is 
the population explosion, 
which crossed 250 million, 
and resources are minimal 
to cater to the needs.  The 
minister said polio is still 
present in the environ-
mental samples due to 
neighboring Afghanistan. 
To a query, he said the 
caretaker government, in 
a short span of time, per-
formed well and brought a 
health reform agenda. “We 
are working on two main 
pillars. One is good gov-
ernance, and the other 
is to improve service de-
livery by ensuring equal 
distribution of resources 
in a transparent and con-
trollable manner,” he ex-
plained. He stressed the 
need to bring reforms 
in other allied depart-
ments of health like the 
Pakistan Medical Dental 
Council, the Drug Reg-
ulatory Authority of Pa-
kistan and the Pakistan 
Nursing Council.—APP

ICP and INL 
sign MOU to 
strengthen 

mutual 
collaboration

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Capital Police (ICP) and the 
International Narcotics and 
Law Enforcement Section 
(INL) have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding 
(MoU) to enhance mutual 
cooperation for bolstering 
the operational capabilities 
of the police force. The 
MOU was signed by Islam-
abad Capital City Police 
Officer (ICCPO), Dr. Akbar 
Nasir Khan, and the Direc-
tor of INL at the Central 
Police Office in Islamabad. 
Senior police officers from 
Islamabad Capital Police 
and officials from INL were 
also present at the signing 
ceremony. Under this MoU, 
INL will provide extensive 
support to enhance the op-
erational capacities of the 
Islamabad Capital Police. 
Additionally, INL commits 
to assisting the Islamabad 
Capital Police in resolving 
any technical issues that 
may arise during opera-
tions. Prior to this collabo-
ration, INL had organized 
various courses to enhance 
the skills of the wireless 
staff of the Islamabad Cap-
ital Police. Technical assis-
tance was also provided to 
further improve the com-
munication systems of the 
Islamabad police.—APP

DC 
intensifies 

crackdown on 
professional 
panhandlers, 

28 netted
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Irfan Nawaz 
Memon has launched a 
major crackdown on pro-
fessional beggars, with 
the Magistrate Secretariat 
spearheading the opera-
tion. In swift action, 28 
beggars were apprehended 
from F-6 and F-7 areas and 
subsequently transferred 
to the Kohsar police sta-
tion, Dr Abdullah Tabasum 
said while talking to APP 
on Friday. He said, “This 
decisive action sends a 
clear message that the city 
will not tolerate professional 
panhandling. The operation, 
which is being overseen by 
Assistant Commissioners 
and Magistrates, is ongoing 
and promises to significantly 
reduce the number of beg-
gars on the streets.” While 
the adult beggars were taken 
into custody, minor children 
were sent to the Edhi Center, 
ensuring their safety and 
well-being. This two-pronged 
approach demonstrates the 
city’s commitment to both 
tackling the issue of profes-
sional begging and protect-
ing vulnerable children, he 
concluded.

Pak students to visit Japan 
under Japan-SAARC exchange 

JENESYS is a youth exchange program between Japan and the Asia Pacific region launched  
by the Japanese Government which aims at promoting mutual trust and understanding among  

the peoples of Japan and the Asia-Pacific region
Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: On the invitation 
by the Government of Japan, a 
group of seven Pakistani under-
graduate students and a working 
youth will be visiting Japan from 
December 11 to 19, 2023 un-
der the Japan-SAARC Network 
Program of People–to-People 
Exchange known as JENESYS 
(Japan-East Asia Network of Ex-
change for Students and Youths). 
The theme for this year’s visit 
program is Connectivity / Eco-
nomic Cooperation. JENESYS is a 
youth exchange program between 
Japan and the Asia Pacific region 
launched by the Japanese Govern-
ment which aims at promoting 
mutual trust and understanding 
among the peoples of Japan and 
the Asia-Pacific region. Under 
the JENESYS 2023 program, 
youth from SAARC countries 
during their stay in Japan will 
be provided opportunities to 
learn and deepen further their 
understanding of Japan’s econ-
omy, society, history, politics, 
and diplomatic relations, and 
also experience Japan’s diverse 
culture through lectures and vis-
its.   The Embassy of Japan held a 
pre-departure orientation session 
for the visiting group to give them 
useful information before their 
departure for Japan. While speak-
ing on the occasion, H.E. WADA 

Mitsuhiro, the Ambassador of Ja-
pan to Pakistan, congratulated the 
young students upon their selec-
tion for visiting Japan under this 
youth exchange program which, 
he said, will be a life-time opportu-
nity for the young minds to learn 
more about Japan. People-to-peo-

ple exchange, especially that of 
youth is essential for promoting 
mutual understanding and friend-
ly relations between the coun-
tries. The Ambassador hoped that 
the visiting Pakistani students will 
find ample opportunities to learn 
and enjoy the life, culture and 

historical heritage of Japan dur-
ing their stay in the country and 
share their experiences with their 
friends.   
This year under JENESYS 2023 
program, a total of 56 undergrad-
uate/graduate students and work-
ing youth from SAARC countries 

have been invited by the Govern-
ment of Japan to participate in 
this short term invitation. The 
program is expected not only to 
promote capacity building but 
also to develop mutual under-
standing among youths of Japan 
and that of SAARC countries.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan H.E. Mr. Khazar Farhadov  met with Lt. Gen. 
Anwar Ali Hyder (Retd), Federal Minister for Defence and  Defence Production of Pakistan.—DNA

GB education uplift; 
‘school improvement 

programme’ transforms 
communities

ISLAMABAD: An initiative to transform schools and com-
munities in Northern Pakistan, the ‘School Improvement 
Programme’ is being implemented in 436 government 
schools in the under-served areas of Gilgit Baltistan and 
Chitral. The program, launched in partnership with the 
local governments and the Agha Khan Foundation, aimed 
at enhancing government capacity, improving school lead-
ership, enabling teacher transformation, and encouraging 
parental participation and community engagement. Mu-
hammad Irshad, the headmaster of the Higher Secondary 
School Thalay Valley of Ghanche District, Gilgit Baltistan, 
told PTV that the actual objective of the program was 
to improve the quality of education to enhance students 
learning. He said training was being imparted to teachers, 
and sessions were being held to enhance community par-
ticipation. As a result, our students are now performing 
better in board exams. Muhammad Nawaz, the principal 
of Model School Thalay, said a mini library was provided 
to us where sessions were being arranged for parents, and 
now they are more involved in their children’s education. 
As a learning aid, he said an LCD screen was also installed 
at the school with the provision of science experiment 
gadgets for the learning of students. Ijaz Hussain, a par-
ent, said, “Our children are now more interested in learn-
ing due to the program; we, as parents, are now more 
interested in our children’s education. We are very happy 
that our children’s performance has improved.” Naila Ba-
tool, another parent, said more parents are now taking an 
interest in their children’s education. “We are also visiting 
the school now more often, and our children’s scores have 
also improved a lot,” she explained. The School Improve-
ment Program has taken the lead in strengthening the 
education system in marginalized areas and over 40,000 
students, and 1900 teachers have so far benefited from 
the project.—DNA

National voters’ day 
observed, emphasizing the 

essential value of voting
ISLAMABAD: National 
Voters’ Day, celebrated 
on Thursday, aimed to 
underscore the impor-
tance of voting and in-
spire greater participation 
in the electoral process 
across the country. The 
objective of Voters’ Day 
includes mobilizing peo-
ple, especially women, 
to step forward and reg-
ister as voters. National 
Voters Day, observed on 
December 7, commemo-
rates the country’s first 
general elections held in 
1970.  Designated by the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP), it aims 
to raise awareness and 
highlight the significance 
of the right to vote. An-
nually celebrated on this 
date, National Voters Day 
aims to emphasize the 

significance of voting and 
encourages active partici-
pation, particularly among 
youth and women, in the 
electoral process. Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan 
Raja, in his National Vot-
ers Day message, men-
tioned that the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) is ready to unveil 
the election schedule 
soon, and the polling is set 
for February 8, 2024.
Raja urges people to vote 
for a brighter future, em-
phasizing that the power is 
in their hands. He stress-
es considering their own 
and children’s future while 
casting their vote. Print-
ing and delivering final 
election lists are done; the 
Election Commission will 
soon notify District Re-

turning Officers, Return-
ing Officers, and Assistant 
Officers. Emphasizing 
its full preparedness and 
commitment, the Election 
Commission (ECP) as-
sures voters of complete 
security throughout the 
election process, ensur-
ing the exercise of their 
voting rights with priva-
cy and transparency in 
the upcoming elections. 
Meanwhile, Kohat Uni-
versity of Science and 
Technology, Hangu cam-
pus, hosted an event to 
commemorate National 
Voters Day, organized by 
the District Election Com-
missioner (DEC) office 
in Hangu.  Representa-
tives from various depart-
ments, along with District 
Voter Education Commit-
tee (DVEC) members, 

actively took part in the 
event, which concluded 
with an awareness walk. 
National Voters’ Day was 
observed in Tehsil Bara, 
District Khyber, under 
the district election com-
mission. The event at 
Afridi Model School and 
College included Dep-
uty District Education 
Officer Misrey Khan as 
chief guest, alongside 
Election Commissioner 
Shahid Ali, Assistant Dis-
trict Officer Musharraf 
Khan, teachers, students, 
and civil society members.
 District Election Commis-
sioner Shahid Ali empha-
sized the importance of 
National Voters’ Day, aim-
ing to amplify voter aware-
ness and increase turnout 
in the upcoming general 
election.—DNA
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A view on the 
 new Rwanda bill

US tries to pass Peace 
Corps buck to China

T he Conservative government’s proposal to remove asylum seekers to 
Rwanda has always been more a piece of performative cruelty than 
a practical or strategic policy. It plays to the party and media gallery 

rather than truly addressing the migration problem. This remains even more 
true today, following the publication of the government’s draconian and dis-
graceful safety of Rwanda bill. This reneges on Britain’s human rights laws 
and brushes the historic role of our country’s courts aside. The overriding 
purpose of the policy and the bill is to give voters the impression that the Con-
servatives have gripped the small boats issue before next year’s general elec-
tion. Planes taking off for Rwanda make good propaganda. Yet even if the planes 
were to take off, Rwanda itself has made clear that the numbers removed would 
only be in the hundreds. The government is fixated on the migration margins, 
not the mainstream. The same performative priority applies to the row that 
exploded among Tory MPs with the resignation of the former immigration min-
ister Robert Jenrick. Mr Jenrick quit because he thinks the new bill is too weak 
to prevent a repeat of the supreme court’s previous negative verdict on Rwanda 
removals. In his resignation letter, he calls the bill “a triumph of hope over ex-
perience”. On Thursday, his former Home Office boss Suella Braverman backed 
Mr Jenrick in a feisty interview. “The sorry truth is that it won’t work and it will 
not stop the boats,” she told the Today programme. Rishi Sunak faces a perilous 
party management problem. The decision to put him in front of the cameras for 
a hasty press conference on Thursday was proof that No 10 can see the danger it 
is in from his divided party. The prime minister gave an uncharacteristically ro-
bust defence of his bill. He said it would block “every single reason that has been 
used to prevent flights to Rwanda from taking off”. He insisted that there was 
only an inch of difference between his approach and Mr Jenrick’s. His problem 
is that many on the right of the Tory party still feel that it doesn’t go far enough, 
while more liberal MPs fear it goes too far. With the bill due for its second 
reading in the Commons on Tuesday (the day after Mr Sunak gives evidence to 
the Covid inquiry), he does not have much time to rally the votes and calm his 
MPs. Nor does he have a great well of personal support to tap. His claim to be 
a safe pair of hands no longer convinces. If he appeases Ms Braverman and her 
allies, he risks losing support among Tory MPs who still believe in human rights 
laws. If he accepts liberal calls for some rights to remain in the bill, he inflames 
the authoritarians on the party right. Mr Sunak’s authority is more fragile than 
ever. Many in the party are already thinking ahead to a future leadership con-
test, whether in this parliament or the next. Ms Braverman is self-evidently on 
manoeuvres. Mr Sunak said on Thursday that he does not regard Tuesday’s vote 
as a confidence issue. But, even if he wins, it will be tough to prevent significant 
defeats at committee stage or in the Lords. If Mr Sunak loses next week, a 
vote-of-confidence challenge against him could soon follow. Mr Sunak may be 
tempted to emulate John Major in 1995 by calling an explicit put-up-or-shut-up 
confidence vote himself. But that is not a happy precedent. 

M oney talks. That little funds have been forthcoming to support 
the plan of the US Peace Corps to return to the Solomon Is-
lands is the strongest indication that even those holding the 

purse strings in the United States see little merit in it. The sum the 
Peace Corps has received for its work in the Pacific island nation with 
a population of 700,000 for the fiscal year 2024 is just $500. That the 
Corps put a footnote in its budget sheet stressing they are still “close to 
finalizing agreements” with the latter’s government does little to hide 
the fact that it continues to miss deadlines to secure funding from the 
US Congress to support its work there. Further, the agency’s budget for 
that nation for the past three years has been zero despite the US having 
announced the Peace Corps would return to the Solomon Islands in Octo-
ber 2019 after a two-decade absence. Neither the US nor the Solomon Is-
lands has officially commented on the Peace Corp’s failing to implement 
its plan. But the words of an anonymous former US official to Al Jazeera 
that groundlessly blame China for “influenced (ing) the Solomon Islands 
Cabinet’s decision to pause approval for the Peace Corps to return to the 
islands” lack such diplomatic courtesy. It shows that facing a failure to 
increase its influence in the Solomon Islands, the US wants to pass the 
buck to China. But it is a well-known fact that the Peace Corps has car-
ried the heavy baggage of ideological confrontation since it was founded 
by former US president John F. Kennedy during the height of the Cold 
War. After the end of the Cold War there were calls for canceling the 
program and disbanding the organization, but with the persistence of the 
Cold War mentality in the US it has not only survived but also expanded.
It is also a well-known fact that the US is not so welcome in the Solomon 
Islands. A local report in January this year found that “every year, more 
than 20 people are killed and many more are injured in the Solomon 
Islands by unexploded ordnance left behind 80 years ago” during World 
War II. To get rid of these ordnance the US claimed it would donate $1 
million to the HALO Trust to do the clearing job there, but that’s not 
enough. Passing the buck is something the US habitually does to try and 
lessen its responsibility for any failure. China’s position is clear that the 
return of the Peace Corps is a matter between the US and the Solomon 
Islands. As early as July, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Mao Ning said 
at a news conference that Pacific island nations are not any country’s 
backyard and China is not interested in seeking any sphere of influence 
there. She also expressed the hope that the US will sincerely help the 
Pacific island nations prosper, develop and stabilize. The US basically 
turned its back on the Pacific island countries after the end of the Cold 
War. It is only now Washington is trying to create a new one that it has 
developed a renewed interest in them.
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The UAE walks an ever-tightening geopolitical tightrope

Nuclear power deserves a place in the clean energy mix

James M. Dorsey T he United Arab Emirates walks a geopolit-
ical tightrope, juggling big power rivalries 
and mounting regional instability fuelled by 

the Gaza war. This week’s visit by Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is Exhibit A. Mr. Putin’s move-
ments beyond the confines of Russia are restricted. 
Signatories of the Rome Statute that established 
the International Criminal Court are obliged to ar-
rest Mr. Putin against whom the court has issued a 
Ukraine-related international arrest warrant.
Visiting the UAE and Saudi Arabia was a safe bet. Nei-
ther country is a signatory to the Rome Statute.
Even so, Mr. Putin’s visit puts the UAE at odds with 
its foremost security partner, the United States, 
that wants its allies to implement Western sanctions 
against Russia for its 2022 invasion of Ukraine. The 
UAE, like other Gulf countries, has done everything 
but. Trade between Russia and the UAE increased by 
nearly 68% on the year to US$9 billion in 2022, ac-
cording to Russian state news agency Tass. Russian 
exports to the UAE comprised US$8.5 billion of that 
total. Some one million Russians visited the UAE last 
year. Similarly, the United States has pressured the 
UAE to halt alleged arms supplies to the rebel Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) in Sudan that has been fight-
ing the country’s armed forces since April. The UAE 
denied supporting the RSF. The UAE, despite US 
designation of Emirati companies for violating sanc-
tions against Russia, has so far successfully leveraged 
its value to the United States and Europe to ensure 
that it doesn’t rupture relations. The UAE has earned 
brownie points in Washington with its recognition of 
Israel in 2020 along with Bahrain and Morocco, rejec-
tion of calls to break off diplomatic relations with the 
Jewish state in protest against the Gaza war, condem-
nation of the October 7 Hamas attack, and its support 
of the United States in Afghanistan.
The UAE is quietly positioning its Palestinian pro-
tégé, Mohammed Dahlan, a controversial Gaza-born 
former Al-Fatah security chief in the Strip opposed 
to Palestine Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, 
as a potential compromise Gaza administrator once 
the guns fall silent. Of all the options for governing 
Gaza in the immediate aftermath of the war being 

discussed in world capitals few seem politically via-
ble, making Israeli reoccupation a realistic possibility. 
With the United States and much of the international 
community ruling out Israeli reoccupation, Mr. Dahl-
an could emerge as an alternative.
Mr. Dahlan’s close associate, Samir al-Mashharawi, 
together with former Palestine Authority foreign 
minister Nasser Al-Qudwa, a proponent of political 
reform, met in Qatar this week with Hamas exile 
leaders Khaled Mishaal and Ismail Haniyeh. Arab 
media reported that the discussion was intended 
to “come up with a political initiative based on a 
ceasefire and provide our people with some hope 
that matches the price paid by the victims.”
This week, signalling its intention to keep relations 
on an even keel, the Biden administration approved 
the $85 million sale of 18 AN/TPQ-50 radar systems 
to the UAE. The system is a counter-battery radar 
designed to identify and track incoming indirect fire, 
including rockets, artillery, and mortars. “The UAE is 
a vital US partner for political stability and economic 
progress in the Middle East,” the Pentagon said in a 
statement, adding the “sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security of the United States by 
helping to improve the security of an important re-
gional partner.” Beyond oil, trade, and Ukraine, Gaza 
figured high on Mr. Putin’s agenda. Arab media re-
ports suggested that the UAE sought Russian assis-
tance in moving Iranian militias in Syria away from 
the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights in an effort to pre-
vent a regional expansion of the Gulf war.
In October, the UAE warned Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad not to intervene in the war or allow attacks 
on Israel from Syrian soil. Preventing an expansion of 
the war is a key US and Emirati interest.
The UAE played a key role in returning Syria to the 
Arab and Muslim fold after a decade-long suspension 
of Syrian membership of the Arab League because 
of its conduct of the civil war that was little differ-
ent from the way Israel wages war in Gaza. Mr. As-
sad’s participation in last month’s Arab and Muslim 
summit calling for a ceasefire displayed the same 
hypocrisy Western countries exercise in their differ-
ent approaches to the wars in Ukraine and Gaza. Al-

though not publicly mentioned, UAE concerns about 
increased Russian-Iranian military cooperation and 
UAE restrictions on the re-export to Russia of sensi-
tive goods used for military purposes in Ukraine were 
certain to have come up in Mr. Putin’s discussions.
Mr. Putin will have been relieved that the UAE had 
yet to implement the restrictions even though it 
promised to do so in September when US, British, 
and European officials visited Abu Dhabi to voice 
concern about the Gulf country’s links to Russia. 
The UAE said after the visit that it was considering 
introducing export licenses on certain technologies, 
including semiconductors.
The UAE insists that it restricts, as a matter of 
policy, the export and re-export of identified du-
al-use products to conflict zones and has a legal 
export control framework in place through which 
it continuously monitors dual-use exports. Like in 
the case of Sudan, the UAE appears to implement 
policies towards conflict zones selectively. Even so, 
the UAE’s top artificial intelligence company, G42, 
acknowledged this week that balancing relations 
with the United States and China was no longer an 
option. G42 is controlled by the UAE’s secretive 
national security adviser, Tahnoon bin Zayed. “For 
better or worse, as a commercial company, we are 
in a position where we have to make a choice. We 
cannot work with both sides. We can’t,” G42 CEO 
Peng Xiao told the Financial Times. Mr. Xiao, who 
renounced his US citizenship to become an Emirati 
national, said the company was phasing out Chinese 
hardware to ensure access to US-made chips. US 
national security advisor Jake Sullivan cautioned 
Mr. Bin Zayed earlier this year about US concerns 
about G42’s close cooperation with Chinese com-
panies, including Huawei, the telecommunications 
giant under US sanctions. US officials warned their 
UAE counterparts that G42 could be sanctioned. 
Huawei provided G42 with servers and data centre 
networking gear. Even so, a US Congressional Re-
search Service report cautioned earlier this year 
that “the degree to which the UAE may leverage 
its ‘soft power’ in ways that are beneficial to US 
interests remains to be seen.”

N
ew technologies and their adoption have 
become more than just a business or an 
economic decision. They now have po-

litical and geopolitical importance too. This 
is very clear when we dig into the energy sec-
tor. We notice that the debate is not centered 
on facts and the simple equation of energy 
output versus emissions or negative impact 
in a time of greater environmental focus. It 
is measured by political gains and geopoliti-
cal agendas. There is a lot of hypocrisy and 
manipulation, to say the least.  In the political 
debate, the nuclear option has been sabotaged 
by elitist environmental thinking. They say 
that it is a dirty energy source despite the fact 
it does not emit carbon dioxide. In reality, it 
is one of the cleanest sources and should be a 
foundation of the energy mix, on top of which 
renewable energies can be added. This is why 
it was a good omen to see a special meeting on 
nuclear energy taking place this week during 
the UN’s COP28 climate summit in the UAE.  
The resulting commitment by the US and 21 
other nations to triple nuclear energy capaci-
ty by 2050 is a significant step toward achiev-
ing carbon emissions reduction targets. This 
pledge, supported by countries like France, 
the UAE, Ghana, South Korea, the UK and 
Canada, underscores the crucial role nuclear 
power must play in meeting national climate 
pledges and the targets set by the 2015 Par-
is Agreement. More importantly, it highlights 
the fact that nuclear energy should stand as 
one of the key pillars of the energy mix. 
For decades, there have been attacks on nu-
clear energy by progressive and green parties. 
They are mainly based on two points: cost 
and security. The reality is that reducing the 
lifespan of nuclear plants without linking it to 
their actual capacity explodes the cost. Am-
ortizing a plant over 30 years instead of 70, 
which is possible with the replacement of key 
components and some developments, makes a 
huge difference. Regarding security, the focus 
is mainly on nuclear waste and general oper-
ations. Here too, the risks have been greatly 
exaggerated. Despite historical incidents such 

as Three Mile Island and Chernobyl, advance-
ments in technology and stricter regulations 
have made nuclear power safer than ever. Ad-
vancements in technology and stricter regula-
tions have made nuclear power safer than ever  
Those who attack the nuclear power industry 
also avoid answering a simple question: how 
clean is the renewable energy supply chain 
from production to use and disposal? Accord-
ing to the US-based Solar Energy Industries 
Association, the turnover speed of solar pan-
els is surpassing initial projections. And, with 
the current exorbitant costs associated 
with recycling, there is a genuine risk that 
all discarded panels, as well as similarly chal-
lenging-to-recycle wind turbines, may end up 
in landfills. So, basically, all energy sources 
have a waste issue. But the solution for nu-
clear waste is far better managed.  
The same questions on carbon neutrality apply 
to the production and transport of renewable 
materials. This is also something that impacts 
electric batteries, from their manufacturing to 
their disposal. Environmental pundits focus on 
attacking and trying to cancel other sources of 
energy instead of answering these simple ques-
tions.  Questions also arise on the geopolitical 
level, as the US and China are flitting between 
competition and confrontation. There are a 
growing number of voices in the US that state 
that solar and wind energy are reinforcing China 
within the great power competition. This is be-
cause, in 2022, China accounted for 77.8 percent 
of global photovoltaic module production. The 
country with the second-largest share was Viet-
nam, which accounted for just 6.4 percent. With 
the supply chain being centralized in China, this 
raises questions regarding energy dependency. 
This is also why many are stating that the fact 
the World Bank does not finance nuclear power 
projects puts China at an advantage, as it does 
finance solar and other renewable energy pro-
jects.  The debate on nuclear energy also sinks 
deep into domestic politics. France, which has 
been a pioneer of nuclear power, is a good exam-
ple. Henri Proglio, the former CEO of EDF, dis-
cussed a few months ago France’s loss of energy 

independence in a think tank seminar. He high-
lighted historical efforts to achieve energy inde-
pendence, blaming recent challenges on a shift 
in public opinion and European regulations fa-
voring competition. He highlighted the historical 
success of the French nuclear industry, symbol-
ized by it becoming an electricity exporter with 
competitive prices. Proglio also advocated for 
extending the lifespan of existing nuclear plants, 
considering them a base for energy production, 
and raised doubts about the viability and cost-ef-
fectiveness of offshore wind projects.  Basically, 
all energy sources have a waste issue. But the 
solution for nuclear waste is far better managed 
Yet the bombshell he dropped was that he ac-
cused Germany of sabotaging French energy in-
dependence via the EU because it presented an 
industrial threat. He rightly criticized the chal-
lenges posed by the shift to renewables, particu-
larly citing the German Energiewende and the 
substantial investments in wind energy. He stat-
ed that Berlin was concerned because its electric-
ity relied heavily on coal and especially lignite, 
which is particularly bad for the environment. 
Germany has invested €600 billion ($646 billion) 
of the total €1 trillion invested in renewables by 
European countries, according to Proglio. This 
hefty investment led to the near-bankruptcy of 
major power companies E.ON and RWE, which 
were only saved by the federal government.  
The reality is that it is simply impossible and 
unrealistic to shift to 100 percent renewable 
energies tomorrow, with Germany serving as 
a good example. This would simply mean the 
collapse of the global economy and security. 
Even the advocates of this solution know this 
is the case. It is now clear their real goal lies 
elsewhere.    This is why there is an urgent 
need to actively push nuclear power’s place in 
the energy mix. Yet, after years of global bash-
ing, the ability to turn this industry around is 
still hampered by a lack of funds, expertise and 
viable partnerships. Maybe the pledge made 
at COP28 will support the finding of a solution 
and promote collaboration instead of the pet-
ty settling of accounts. 

—Sourced by Arab news
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Dhaka: Glenn Phillips hit an aggressive 
87 to keep New Zealand in the game on 
day three of a finely poised rain-hit second 
and final Test against Bangladesh on Fri-
day. All-rounder Phillips lifted New Zealand 
from a precarious 55-5 at the start of the 
day to 180 all out in response to Bangla-
desh’s first innings total of 172 in Dhaka. 
Bangladesh wiped out the eight-run deficit 
to reach 38-2 when bad light forced early 
stumps, with 37 overs remaining on the 
day at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium.
Opener Zakir Hasan was batting on 16 with 
Mominul Haque on nought.
Spinner Ajaz Patel removed Mahmudul 
Hasan Joy for two in the first over and skip-
per Tim Southee took down his Bangladesh 
counterpart Najmul Hasan Shanto for 15. 
Play resumed Friday after four sessions 
— one in the morning — were washed out 
because of rain with New Zealand trailing 

Bangladesh by 117 runs. Glenn Phillips 
came to the rescue with nine fours and 
four sixes in his defiant 72-ball knock.

He put on a 55-run eighth-wicket stand 
with Kyle Jamieson (20) and stood strong 
till his departure. Mehidy Hasan Miraz and 

Taijul Islam picked up three wickets each 
for Bangladesh. Nayeem Hasan and Shori-
ful Islam claimed two wickets apiece. Glenn 
Phillips and fellow overnight batsman Dar-
yl Mitchell took an aggressive approach 
and were rewarded with a stand of 49 for 
the sixth wicket before Bangladesh had 
their first success of the day. Mehidy 
took a superb catch, running to his left 
from mid-on and diving at full length to 
dismiss Mitchell for 18 off Nayeem.
Nayeem removed Mitchell Santner in his 
next over but Jamieson helped claw back 
the momentum towards New Zealand be-
fore his dismissal by Shoriful. Shoriful then 
forced Phillips to edge a catch behind the 
stumps before Taijul wrapped up the New 
Zealand innings with the wicket of Southee 
(14). Fifteen wickets fell on the first day but 
no ball was bowled on the second day after 
constant rain in the national capital. The 
hosts, chasing a first-ever series win over 
the Black Caps, lead the two-Test series 1-0 
after a 150-run victory in Sylhet.

Phillips helps NZ fight back in second BD Test
All-rounder Phillips lifted New Zealand from a precarious 55-5 at the start of day 
to 180 all out in response to Bangladesh’s first innings total of 172 in Dhaka
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advocates 
equal...
From Page 01

He said the matter of rights 
should be tackled peaceful-
ly without any resentment. 
“The political procedure 
should move forward. The 
GB should be our Singa-
pore. Our identities are as-
sociated with each other,” 
he remarked. To a question, 
the prime minister said af-
ter the 18th amendment, 
health was a devolved sub-
ject with the provinces hav-
ing all the funding to spend 
on the sector. The visionary 
leadership is essential to 
address the challenges, es-
pecially the management of 
funds, he added. About the 
lack of education research, 
the prime minister said al-
locating billions of rupees 
for the parliamentarians 
amidst the higher education 
and research crisis was un-
justified.  Earlier, Caretaker 
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar has said that 
the collective efforts of 
all stakeholders have suc-
cessfully brought the econ-
omy back on track. 

Foreigners 
warned...
From Page 01

out of 24 this year, with the 
government alleging that 
the militants use Afghan soil 
to train fighters and plan at-
tacks inside Pakistan — an 
accusation denied by Afghan-
istan’s Taliban-led adminis-
tration. Of the more than 
four million Afghans living 
in Pakistan, the government 
estimates 1.7 million are un-
documented with many flee-
ing their war-torn country 
during its decades of internal 
conflict since the late 1970s, 
while the Taliban takeover 
after the US withdrawal in 
2021 led to another exodus. 
Reiterating that only Paki-
stanis are allowed to engage 
in politics in the country, he 
underscored that even “reg-
istered” foreigners are pro-
hibited from playing any role 
in politics. “[We] have iden-
tified 10 people who were 
involved in political activi-
ties,” the security czar said.

US rejects 
UNSC...
From Page 01

the Arab Group of nations 
at the UN, and presented by 
the UAE, which currently oc-
cupies the Arab seat on the 
council. The text demands 
“an immediate humanitarian 
ceasefire” in Gaza and “the 
immediate and uncondition-
al release of all hostages, 
as well as ensuring humani-
tarian access.” It expresses 
“grave concern over the cat-
astrophic humanitarian situa-
tion in the Gaza Strip and the 
suffering of the Palestinian 
civilian population, and (em-
phasizes) that the Palestinian 
and Israeli civilian popula-
tions must be protected in 
accordance with internation-
al humanitarian law.”

Israel 
continues...

From Page 01
setting it on fire. Hossam 
Shabat, a journalist at the 
scene, published a video on X, 
formerly known as Twitter, on 
Friday, showing people rush-
ing to extinguish the fire. Sim-
ilar reports of widespread use 
of smoke bombs overnight 
were reported across several 
parts of the Gaza Strip, espe-
cially its northern part, where 
hundreds of thousands of ci-
vilians are living. Palestinian 
photojournalist, Mahmoud 
Abusalama, said Israeli 
troops had been shelling 
the Jabalia refugee camp 
for hours and using gas and 
smoke bombs, adding “Chil-
dren and women are suffo-
cating in their homes.”

Pak-Iran...
From Page 01

the movement of cargo trains 
multiple times. Last month, the 
railway service between Paki-
stan and Iran was suspended 
after heavy rainfall in the area. 
The rail freight service be-
tween Quetta to Iran and Iran 
to Quetta has resumed. The 
good trains from Pakistan left 
for Iran, the railways authori-
ties said. The railway track was 
drowned under the rainwater, 
which suspended goods train 
traffic in Iran, Pakistan Rail-
ways officials said. “A goods 
train carrying sulfur cargo from 
Iran was stopped midway,” 
officials further said. “An Iran-
bound train from Quetta was 
also stopped at Dalbandin”.

Pakistan beat Nepal in 
maiden ACC U19 Asia Cup 
Pakistan efficiently chased down Nepal’s target of 153 runs, 

achieving the win in the 27th over
Our Correspondents

DUBAI: The Pakistan U19 team kicked off 
their ACC U19 Asia Cup 2023 campaign 
on a high note after defeating Nepal U19 
by seven wickets at ICC Academy Ground 
No 2 in Dubai. Right-arm quick Mohammad 
Zeeshan registered a six-wicket haul to help 
dismiss Nepal U19 for 152 in 47.2 overs.
In turn, Saad Baig-led Pakistan U19 chased 
153 in 26.2 overs with seven wickets to 
spare. Pakistan U19’s decision to bowl first 
paid dividends as Zeeshan ran through the 
Nepal batting line-up. The 18-year-old pacer 
picked up six wickets at the expense of 19 
runs, registering the second-best figures at 
this level for a Pakistan bowler, bested only 
by Shaheen Shah Afridi who registered 6-15 
against Ireland in 2018.
He was supported well by his fellow quicks 
as left-armer Amir Hassan grabbed two 
wickets and right-armer Ubaid Shah had 
one to his name. Nepal U19 opening batter 
Arjun Kumal contributed 21 from 37, in-
cluding three fours, and was the only top-or-

der batter to register a score in double dig-
its. The fifth batter in, wicketkeeper-batter 
Uttam Magar produced a gritty half-centu-

ry, hitting 51 from 76 balls including three 
boundaries and two maximums. Left-hand-
er Dinesh Kandel, who came to the crease 

after the fifth wicket fell, stitched a 70-run 
stand with Magar, to help stable the in-
nings. The partnership was cut short by 
Zeeshan, who removed Kandel for 31 from 
59, including two fours and a six.
Chasing 153, Pakistan U19 faltered a little 
at the start. Right-arm pacer Gulshan Jha 
struck twice as opening batter Shamyl Hus-
sain was caught for a duck and his fellow 
opener, Shahzaib Khan, joined him back in 
the pavilion shortly after, scoring only 15 
from 29 including two boundaries.
Pakistan U19 captain Saad Baig (50, 56b, 
5x4s) and Azan Awais (56 not out, 62b, 
8x4s) batted together to yield a 108-run 
stand that brought the chase back on track.
In the 24th over, Saad was caught off 
Aakash Tripathi’s bowling. Zeeshan, who 
had earlier starred with the ball, then hit 
a fiery 20 from just eight balls, showcasing 
two fours and as many sixes. For his extraor-
dinary all-round performance, Zeeshan was 
named man of the match. Pakistan U19 are 
set to play against India U19 on 10 Decem-
ber at ICC Academy Ground with the first 
ball set to be bowled at 1030 PKT.

Asian Baseball C’ship: 
Pakistan secure second win

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan se-
cured their second victory 
in the placement round of 
the ongoing Asian Baseball 
Championship in Taipei, 
Taiwan, triumphing over 
Palestine with a resounding 
score of 12-3. Pakistan ex-
hibited stellar performanc-
es by key players like Amjad 

Islam, Umair Imad Butt, and 
Aman Khan. Jabran, Zaakir, 
Sameer, and Wasim also 
delivered commendable 
performances, contributing 
significantly to the team’s 
success. Looking ahead in 
the placement round, Pa-
kistan is set to face Hong 
Kong in their upcoming 
match scheduled for tomor-
row. This recent win follows 
Pakistan’s earlier triumph 

over Thailand in the initial 
round of group matches by 
4-1. Pakistan lost their first 
two matches in the event 
after going down against 
world number one Japan 
14-0 and Philippines 4-2. 
However, 18-year-old pitch-
er Musharaf Khan starred 
for the Green Shirts against 
Thailand as he pitched all 9 
innings and recorded all 27 
outs. According to World 
Baseball Rankings, Pakistan 
are placed 49th while Thai-
land are six places above 
them at 43. Losing their 
first two games means that 
Pakistan were not able to 
qualify for the Super Four 
round. However, they will 
compete for 5th-8th place 
against Thailand, Hong 
Kong and Palestine. The 
top two teams in the Super 
Round will compete for the 
title on December 10. Tai-
wan, the defending champi-
ons, and South Korea are 
joined by Hong Kong and 
Palestine in the event’s 
Group A, with the last edi-
tion’s runners-up Japan, 
the Philippines, Pakistan 
and Thailand in Group B.

We want ac-
countability...

From Page 01
Nawaz said those who 
lodged “bogus cases” 
should be taken to task. 
“Our party leaders were 
put behind bars in false 
cases and I am being deliv-
ered justice after a period 
of seven years,” the PML-N 
supremo said. He was re-
ferring to the graft cases 
registered against him and 
his family members follow-
ing the infamous Panama 
Papers revelations. While 
he was prime minister of 
the country, the Supreme 
Court disqualified him for 
life for not declaring a re-
ceivable salary and also 
directed National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB) to file 
references against him. 

PPP always 
tried to...
From Page 01

he claimed. He expressed 
readiness to serve the peo-
ple of the country with “re-
newed vigour and a sense 
of duty.” Furthermore, the 
PPP co-Chairman called for 
the digitisation to ensure 
transparency and good gov-
ernance, particularly in sec-
tors like food, education, 
and health. “The PPP has 
also underlined women’s 
rights,” he noted, adding 
that anti-harassment laws 
should be strengthened 
and their implementation 
should be ensured. The 
PPP co-chairman made 
these remarks during a 
meeting with party’s Pun-
jab leadership in Lahore. 
The meeting deliberated on 
PPP’s strategy for upcom-
ing general elections.

Imran 
seeking...
From Page 01

Afghans have returned 
home from the Torkham 
and Chaman border cross-
ings. On Thursday, a state-
ment from Imran — who is 
currently incarcerated in 
Adiala Jail — was issued on 
social media platform X on 
the issue, criticising the 
treatment allegedly being 
meted out to Afghan refu-
gees. Imran said that treat-
ing refugees with respect 
was a “national obligation” 
while also talking about the 
traditional and historical 
links between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. He said Pa-
kistan had accommodated 
Afghan refugees for close to 
four decades and the effects 
of decades of hospitality 
were being wasted due to a 
“deficient plan”.

SHC 
suspends...

From Page 01
Earlier, PEMRA urged me-
dia to boycott those who are 
responsible for May 9 vio-
lence. The Media Regulatory 
Authority issued regulations 
for all Television Channels 
which stated that every citi-
zen can exercise their free-
dom of expression except in 
extraordinary situations. The 
media watchdog said that 
statements that may incite 
incite violence, hatred and 
threat to peace of the socie-
ty, are banned. It is pertinent 
to mention here that PEM-
RA) imposed a ban on broad-
casting ‘live and recorded’ 
speeches and press confer-
ences of former prime min-
ister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf Chairman Imran Khan 
on all satellite TV channels 
with immediate effect.

ISLAMABAD: Inara Technologies Islamabad arranged a friendly cricket match. Players are posing for a group picture on the occasion of the match. – DNA

Sajid likely 
to join 

Pakistan’s 
Test squad
Sydney:Right-arm off-spin-
ner Sajid Khan is reportedly 
likely to be called up to Paki-
stan’s Test squad in Australia 
ahead of the first Test, com-
mencing on December 14 in 
Perth. Reports suggest that 
Sajid Khan was contacted 
by team management to pre-
pare himself after spin bowl-
er Abrar Ahmed suffered an 
injury on the third day of a 
four-day game against Prime 
Minister’s XI. Abrar Ahmed 
complained of discomfort in 
his right leg after bowling 
eight overs on the third day 
and was taken off the field. 
Following his complaint, 
Abrar Ahmed was sent for 
an MRI scan. Further details 
will be shared in due course 
after the medical panel as-
sesses the MRI reports. The 
selection committee will 
take a final decision on Sajid 
Khan’s inclusion after Abrar 
Ahmed’s MRI reports. The 
four-day game was scheduled 
as part of Pakistan’s prepa-
ration ahead of their three-
match Test series against 
Australia. – Agencies

PSL season nine’s 
logo revealed

Lahore: The Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) has 
revealed a fresh logo for the 
upcoming ninth season of 
the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL), just ahead of the 
scheduled draft on Decem-
ber 13. This revamped logo 
sets the tone for the 2024 
season, slated to take place 
in February-March of the 
following year. Traditionally, 
the PCB introduces a new brand identity preceding each new 
season. The unveiling of the logo was showcased across var-
ious social media platforms belonging to the PSL. On Thurs-
day, the PCB announced the list of players retained by all six 
franchises. Defending champions Lahore Qalandards retained 
their skipper Shaheen Afridi in the Platinum category. Islam-
abad United successfully retained their captain Shadab Khan 
alongside their top-trade Naseem Shah. “Following the final-
isation of all trades and retentions, Multan Sultans will now 
have the first pick in the first round of the Platinum catego-
ry, after Multan and Quetta traded Iftikhar Ahmed and Rilee 
Rossouw between them,” the PCB said in a press release. 
“Naseem Shah’s move to Islamabad United also saw their 
first round Platinum pick exchanged with Quetta Gladiator’s 
third-round Platinum pick. “Following Shan Masood’s move 
to Karachi Kings, their first-round Silver pick was exchanged 
for Multan Sultan’s fourth-round Silver pick. Owing to Imad 
Wasim’s move to Islamabad United, Islamabad’s first-round 
Silver pick has been exchanged with Karachi’s second-round 
Silver pick. “Furthermore, Karachi Kings and Quetta Gladi-
ators will be required to pick a local player in the Platinum 
category.” “As per the precedent, each of the six sides will 
have the Right to Match Card that will allow them to pick any 
player released from their roster during the draft.”  – DNA
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ISTANBUL: Israel is targeting not 
only women and children in Gaza 
but also journalists trying to work 
under difficult conditions, Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said on Friday. International or-
ganizations are responsible for the 
world’s inability to establish global 
peace and security and solve prob-
lems, Erdogan said in an address 
to the TRT World Forum 2023 in 
Istanbul. “Global media cartels are 
trying to cover up the brutality in 
Gaza and legitimize the massacre 
of journalists under the pretext 
of Hamas,” he added, referring to 
Israel’s attacks on Gaza since Oct. 
7, which have taken over 17,000 
lives, most of them women and 
children. “Every day a journalist is 
being killed, yet from institutions 
that for years have been preaching 
about press freedom all we hear is 
silence,” he said.
Lauding Turkish media outlets 
for reporting on Gaza accurately, 
showing the world the real condi-

tions there under a deadly siege, 
he said: “I would like to congratu-
late TRT, Anadolu, and our other 
media institutions that opened up 
a vital corridor from Gaza to the 
world.” Over 70 journalists have 
been killed in Gaza, said Erdogan, 
adding: “Where is the world’s re-
nowned press? Why don’t they 
publish headlines about the jour-
nalists killed?” Erdogan recalled 
that Israel had killed a journalist 
working for Anadolu as a freelance 
cameraman reporting from Gaza 
and also had broken the video cam-
era of a TRT News journalist while 
he was covering the events in Je-
rusalem’s Old City. Despite attack-
ing the journalists, Israel could not 
prevent the truth from being un-
covered, he said. The main goal is 
to expose the lies and accusations 
about Gaza and to make them 
known to all of humanity, especial-
ly to Türkiye, the president added.
“Despite all its barbarity, Israel is 
also losing its propaganda war in 

media, unable to break the resil-
ience of people of Gaza,” he said.
“Wherever they are in the world, 
media members, especially all 
conscientious individuals, must 
be courageous, stand tall, and 
speak the truth and justice openly 
and sincerely. “If Israel’s cruelty 
can’t be stopped, no one could 
feel safe anywhere in the world,” 
said Erdogan, adding: “Because 
the Pandora’s box has opened.”
Despite some Western countries 
being well aware of the crimes 
committed by Israel, they act 
with a sense of embarrassment, 
Erdogan said. “Just as (former 
President of the Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia Slobodan) Milosevic 
was tried and convicted, I believe 
that (Israel’s Prime Minister Ben-
jamin) Netanyahu and his accom-
plices will be judged in the same 
way and ultimately be convicted.”
Netanyahu and his supporters are 
also “terrorists as the accomplices 
of terrorism” and will “undoubt-

edly” be tried at the International 
Court of Justice in the Hague, he 
added. “It is not the West – which 
pours fuel on the fire – which pays 
the price for every moment lost in 
achieving lasting peace, but unfor-
tunately the innocents,” the Turk-
ish president said. The US and Eu-
ropean countries, by ignoring the 
Palestinian people and especially 
the oppressed in Gaza, are doing 
the greatest harm to themselves, 
Erdogan said. “They are still una-
ware that they have undergone a 
test that will fundamentally shake 
the security and welfare order over 
which the West trembles.” Erdo-
gan said he finds antisemitism “in-
human,” adding but antisemitism 
is being fueled by Netanyahu and 
his associates for “political gain.”
“Türkiye is ready to shoulder the 
responsibility to prevent more 
bloodshed from happening (in 
Gaza),” Erdogan said, referring to 
its offer to mediate peace or serve 
as a guarantor for the region.

“In a just peace, there are no los-
ers,” he added. “We will not give up 
proclaiming justice and the truth, 
regardless of who may be uneasy 
about it,” he said. The Turkish pres-
ident also welcomed and praised 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres for invoking Article 99 of the 
UN Charter for the first time since 
he became the organization’s top 
official in 2017, as he urged the UN 
Security Council to act on the war 
in Gaza. In a letter on Wednesday, 
Guterres said: “I urge the Security 
Council to press to avert a human-
itarian catastrophe. I reiterate my 
appeal for a humanitarian cease-
fire to be declared. This is urgent.” 
More than 75 journalists have been 
killed and 140 wounded in Israeli 
attacks since Oct. 7. At least 17,487 
Palestinians have been killed and 
more than 46,480 others injured 
in relentless air and ground at-
tacks on the Gaza Strip since Oct. 
7 following a cross-border attack 
by Palestinian group Hamas.

Israel’s crimes extend beyond civilians to journalists

Briefs
Ukraine 
claims 

downed 14 
Russian 
cruise 

missiles
Kyiv : Kiev said that Rus-
sia had launched more 
than a dozen cruise mis-
siles at Ukraine overnight 
in Moscow’s latest aerial 
barrage that left two dead 
and several wounded. Of-
ficials in Kiev say Russian 
forces stockpiled drones 
and missiles for attacks on 
Ukraine’s struggling ener-
gy grid over winter. “Nine-
teen cruise missiles X101/
X555 were launched. And 
we have not a bad result 
from our air defences — 14 
destroyed cruise missiles,” 
Yuriy Ignat, a spokesper-
son for Ukraine’s air force, 
told state media. He said 
the missiles were downed 
over the Kiev and Dnipro-
petrovsk regions and that 
they were targeting civilian 
infrastructure. Prime Min-
ister Denys Shmygal said 
the attacks had left two peo-
ple dead and seven people 
injured in Dnipropetrovsk 
and the eastern Kharkiv re-
gion. The European Union 
is poised to give its mem-
ber states the power to halt 
gas imports from Russia 
and Belarus, the Finan-
cial Times reported. Any 
member state will be able 
to block companies from 
Russia and Belarus from 
obtaining space in their gas 
pipelines and liquefied nat-
ural gas terminals, the FT 
reported, citing a draft legal 
text proposed by Brussels. 
EU member states could 
have the authority to “par-
tially or, where justified, 
completely limit” access to 
infrastructure to gas op-
erators from Russia and 
Belarus, in order to pro-
tect their vital security 
interests, the newspaper 
said.—APP

Netherlands 
arrests Assad 

official for 
sexual  

violence
AMSTERDAM : A Syrian 
refugee was arrested on 
Friday in the Netherlands 
on suspicion of crimes 
against humanity, includ-
ing sexual violence, while 
he was allegedly head of 
an interrogation team in a 
militia aligned to Bashar 
al Assad’s regime. The ar-
rest of the 55-year-old man 
marks the first time Dutch 
authorities have charged 
a suspect with sexual vio-
lence as a crime against hu-
manity, the National Public 
Prosecution Service said in 
a statement. He is the lat-
est suspect charged in the 
Netherlands with crimes 
committed during Syria’s 
grinding civil war. Under 
universal jurisdiction, the 
Netherlands can prosecute 
certain crimes even if they 
were committed abroad. 
The Netherlands and Can-
ada have also taken Syria 
to the United Nations’ top 
court, accusing the Assad 
regime of a years-long 
campaign of “institution-
alised” torture against its 
own people. —DNA

WHO 
says more 

contaminated 
medicinal 

syrups found
WASHINGTON : The World 
Health Organization said 
that  several contaminat-
ed syrups and suspension 
medicines had been iden-
tified in countries in the 
WHO regions of the Amer-
icas, the Eastern Mediter-
ranean, South-East Asia 
and the Western Pacific. 
The affected products were 
manufactured by Pharmix 
Laboratories in Pakistan, 
the WHO said, and were 
first identified in the 
Maldives and Pakistan. 
Some of the tainted prod-
ucts have also been found 
in Belize, Fiji and Laos. 
Pharmix was not imme-
diately available for com-
ment. The medicines, 
liquids containing active 
ingredients to treat vari-
ous conditions, contained 
unacceptable levels of the 
contaminant ethylene gly-
col, WHO said.
The alert is the latest in 
a line of warnings from 
WHO about similarly con-
taminated medicines made 
in India and Indonesia, which 
were linked to the deaths of 
around 300 children world-
wide last year.— Agencies 

UN climate 
talks chief 
pushes for 
rapid deal

Dubai : The head of UN 
climate talks pressed na-
tions Friday to move fast 
to deliver an “unprecedent-
ed” pact on tackling global 
warming, as negotiators 
scrambled to bridge differ-
ences over phasing out fos-
sil fuels. While UN climate 
talks rarely finish on time, 
COP28 president Sultan Al 
Jaber has set the ambitious 
goal of wrapping up the 
summit in Dubai on sched-
ule at 11 am (0700 GMT) 
on Tuesday. With ministers 
now in town, Jaber said he 
wanted negotiators to pro-
duce a new draft deal on 
Friday. Despite disagree-
ments over the future of 
fossil fuels, Jaber voiced op-
timism that the talks hosted 
by the oil-rich United Arab 
Emirates can finish with a 
historic agreement.
“We have the potential to 
deliver a paradigm shift,” 
he said Friday after dele-
gations from nearly 200 
nations took a breather the 
day before. “Let us please 
get this job done. I need you 
to step up and I need you to 
come out of your comfort 
zones,” he said. Climate 
campaigners have viewed 
Jaber -- head of UAE nation-
al oil firm ADNOC -- with 
deep suspicion, but he has 
sought to assure sceptics by 
stating that a phase-down of 
fossil fuels was “inevitable”.
COP28 kicked off last week 
with the landmark launch of 
a loss and damage fund for 
nations devastated by cli-
mate change.—dna

Migrants 
huddle in 
open-air 

camps on US 
order

Jacumba: Hundreds of 
migrants who cross into the 
United States from Mexico 
each day are being herded 
into open-air camps, where 
they have no access to food 
or water. And some are left 
to sleep on the open ground 
in a desert riddled with 
scorpions and snakes, ac-
tivists say. Campaigners say 
many will be there for days, 
waiting to be processed by 
an immigration system that 
is overwhelmed by -- and un-
der-prepared for -- the sheer 
number of people. “We 
were told by border patrol 
that this is the new normal,” 
Erika Pinheiro, executive 
director of the non-govern-
mental Al Otro Lado, told 
AFP in Jacumba, California. 
Pinheiro said authorities 
keep asylum-seekers con-
fined in camps like this un-
til they can be taken to an 
official processing center. 
In the Jacumba area, a total 
daily average of 800 peo-
ple are in the three camps. 
“The migrants are told that 
they will be deported unless 
they stay in these camps,” 
Pinheiro said. “However, 
Border Patrol is not provid-
ing food, water, shelter or 
medical care. Sanitary facil-
ities are abysmal.” Al Otro 
Lado -- whose name means 
“On the other side” -- is one 
of a number of non-profits 
that bring food, water and 
blankets, and provide some 
medical care.—APP

“TRT World 
Forum 2023” 

is Starting
Ankara : TRT’s influ-
ential event shaping the 
global agenda, the TRT 
World Forum, is being held 
in Istanbul on Dec. 8-9. In 
its seventh year, the event 
brings together over 150 
distinguished speakers 
from various parts of the 
world, including interna-
tionally recognized aca-
demics, politicians, civil 
society workers, experts 
from think tanks, bureau-
crats, and journalists. TRT 
World Forum, one of the 
largest forums in the me-
dia sector globally, brings 
together President of Tür-
kiye Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 
Presidency’s Director of 
Communications Fahrettin 
Altun, Director General of 
TRT Mehmet Zahid Sobacı 
and scholars, journalists, 
policymakers, and NGOs 
from around the world on 
its first day. Aiming to keep 
a pulse on the world agen-
da, propose solutions to 
global issues, and provide 
a platform for the discus-
sion of diverse ideas, The 
TRT World Forum will 
begin with the opening 
speech of President Erdo-
gan, who has attended all 
TRT World Forums since 
2017, and whose remarks 
on the agenda of Türkiye 
and the world have reso-
nated globally.—APP

ICCI, NBF discuss to explore 
joint investment project 

ICCI is working on the establishment of a new industrial zone in the region 
 to boost industrialization and the NPF should collaborate with ICCI 

 in this important project of national importance
Mehatb Pirzada 

Islamabad: Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President, Is-
lamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) 
leading a delegation held a 
meeting with Sabir Ahmed, 
Managing Director, Nation-
al Police Foundation (NPF) 
during a visit to his office 
and discussed with him the 
options of collaboration on 
some joint investment pro-
jects. Muhammad Karim 
Khan Secretary, Capt. (R ) 
Atta Muhammad Director 
Welfare/Security, Syed Ali 
Mohsin Director Housing 
and Ishfaq Ahmed Director 
Finance, National Police 
Foundation were also pres-
ent in the meeting.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari 
said that ICCI is working 
on the establishment of a 
new industrial zone in the 
region to boost industriali-
zation and the NPF should 
collaborate with ICCI in this 
important project of nation-
al importance. He said that 
the local industry is facing a 
shortage of skilled manpow-
er while the NBF is already 
running vocational training 
centers across the country 
and proposed that ICCI and 
NPF should join hands to 
produce skilled workers for 
local industry to improve its 
productivity. He said that 
NPF is managing a sheet 
glass industry and ICCI 
members can explore part-

nerships in this important 
project. He said that ICCI is 
also interested in establish-
ing a citizen club, hospital, 
airline, and a university as 
joint ventures with NPF as 
these important projects 
would be very beneficial to 
society and the economy.
Sabir Ahmed, Managing Di-
rector, National Police Foun-
dation welcomed the ICCI 
delegation and briefed them 

about the welfare, housing, 
and other projects of NPF. 
He also briefed the ICCI del-
egation about its mega con-
struction project Broadway 
Center and said that ICCI 
members should explore 
this project for business ac-
tivities. He said that despite 
being an agricultural coun-
try, Pakistan is importing 
agricultural products worth 
US$ 11-12 billion per an-

num, which is unfortunate, 
and stressed that NBF 
and ICCI should consider 
collaboration for bringing 
investment in corporate 
farming to reduce agricul-
ture import bill. He said 
that the business commu-
nity should invest in R&D 
to produce quality seeds 
to bring a revolution in the 
agriculture sector. He said 
that Pakistan has good po-

tential to grow olive oil to 
meet domestic needs and 
increase its exports. He 
said that the business com-
munity should play a role in 
transforming Pakistan from 
an import-based economy 
to an export-led economy. 
Zafar Bakhtawari, former 
President ICCI and Secre-
tary General UBG Pakistan 
said that Pakistan is facing 
a serious issue of connec-

tivity as many airlines of 
the world are not coming to 
Pakistan. He said that ICCI 
has planned to launch an 
airline in the private sector 
to connect Pakistan with 
major export destinations 
to boost Pakistan’s trade 
and exports and stressed 
that the NPF should join 
hands with ICCI in this vital 
project of national impor-
tance.
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US urged to aid F-16 sales 
for Sweden’s NATO bid 

News Desk

ISTANBUL : The US 
should do what is necessary 
on F-16 sales to complete 
the process for Sweden’s 
NATO bid, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said on Friday. “If we are 
two NATO allies, then you 
should do your part, simul-
taneously, our parliament 
will make a necessary deci-
sion,” Erdogan told journal-
ists on his return flight from 
a one-day visit to Greece. 
“You say that you will take a 
step on the F-16 issue after 
it passes through Congress; 
I also have a parliament. 
It is not possible for me 
to take such a step before 
it passes through my par-

liament.” Erdogan signed 
Sweden’s NATO accession 
protocol and submitted it 
to parliament on Oct. 23. 
On Nov. 16, parliament’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee 
postponed consideration 
of the protocol. To join 
the alliance, which Swe-
den sought after Russia 
attacked nearby Ukraine, 
Stockholm has to have 
the approval of all current 
NATO members, including 
Türkiye, a NATO member 
for over 70 years, and the 
owner of its second-largest 
army, after the US. Türkiye 
has been pushing Swedish 
authorities to take concrete 
steps to alleviate Ankara’s 
security concerns, especial-
ly regarding support for the 
PKK terrorist organization, 

a group whose decades-long 
attacks on Türkiye have tak-
en some 40,000 lives. Tür-
kiye is seeking to purchase 
from the US the latest mod-
el F-16 Block 70 aircraft, as 
well as 79 modernization 
kits to upgrade its remain-
ing F-16s to Block 70 level.
Turkish foreign minister’s 
visit to US Erdogan said 
that Turkish Foreign Minis-
ter Hakan Fidan along with 
his counterparts assigned 
by the joint Arab-Islamic ex-
traordinary summit, will visit 
the US on Friday for talks on 
Gaza. The Turkish president 
hopes Fidan and the mem-
bers of the Muslim group 
achieve a result in ending 
the US’ pro-Israel stance on 
Gaza.
“With this result, they can 

exert pressure on Israel for 
peace.” He said there is no 
planned meeting with US 
President Joe Biden, adding: 
“His stance on Gaza is known 
to us all. If he calls us, we will 
discuss whatever matters 
need to be discussed with 
him directly.” Israel resumed 
its military offensive against 
the Gaza Strip on Dec. 1 
after the end of a weeklong 
humanitarian pause with the 
Palestinian group, Hamas. 
At least 17,177 Palestinians 
have been killed and more 
than 46,000 others injured 
in relentless air and ground 
attacks on the enclave since 
Oct. 7 following a cross-bor-
der attack by Hamas. The Is-
raeli death toll in the Hamas 
attack stood at 1,200, accord-
ing to official figures.

Chinese fighters, weather 
balloon cross Taiwan Strait

TAIPEI: Taiwan said on Friday that 12 Chinese fighter 
jets and a suspected weather balloon had crossed the Tai-
wan Strait’s sensitive median line, in a ratcheting up of 
tensions about a month before the island’s presidential 
election. Democratically governed Taiwan, which China 
claims as its own territory, has complained for the past 
four years of regular Chinese military patrols and drills 
near the island. Taiwan holds presidential and parlia-
mentary polls on Jan. 13 and campaigning has kicked 
into high gear with how the next government handles 
relations with China a major point of contention. Tai-
wan’s defense ministry, offering details of Chinese 
missions on Thursday night, said 12 fighter jets had 
crossed the median line, that once served as an unof-
ficial barrier between the two sides but which Chinese 
planes now regularly fly over. In an unusual addition to 
its statement, the ministry said that around midday on 
Thursday it had also detected a Chinese balloon 101 
nautical miles (187 km) southwest of the northern Tai-
wanese city of Keelung, which traveled eastward for 
about an hour, crossing the strait before disappearing. 
Taiwan Defense Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng told report-
ers at parliament that their “initial understanding” was 
it was probably a weather balloon, but felt the ministry 
had an obligation to report this to be public.—DNA

European Union 
hails breakthrough in 

Azerbaijan-Armenia ties
LONDON : The president of the European Council 
welcomed a newly-announced agreement between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia for the release of detainees 
and taking “tangible steps” toward building confi-
dence. “Delighted to welcome a major break-through 
in Armenia-Azerbaijan relations as they issue a joint 
statement. Welcome in particular release of detain-
ees and unprecedented opening in political dialogue,” 
Charles Michel wrote on X. Azerbaijan and Armenia 
announced in a statement late Thursday that they 
agreed to mutually release detainees in a step toward 
peace. “The Republic of Armenia and the Republic 
of Azerbaijan share the view that there is a historical 
chance to achieve a long-awaited peace in the region. 
Two countries reconfirm their intention to normalize 
relations and to reach the peace treaty on the basis of 
respect for the principles of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity,” according to the statement that was quoted 
by Azerbaijan’s state-run news agency.  Establishing 
and deepening dialogue between the two countries has 
been a key objective of the EU-led Brussels process, 
said Michel, adding that “today’s progress is a key 
step.”  Michel noted that he encourages the —leaders 
to finalize a peace deal as soon as possible. DNA

Türkiye ready to assume responsibility to ‘prevent more bloodshed in Gaza’

ISLAMABAD: A younger vender is selling Oranges Juice along the road side as people like it very 
much during winter season in Federal Capital. —ONLINE 
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Bajaurjirga pledges full 
coop with Army for peace
Primary objective of these meetings is to collaboratively find 
solutions and bring an end to prevailing unrest in Bajaur
BAJAUR: In a jirga held in Bajaur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, political and tribal elders from 
Tarkani and Utmankhel voiced their unwavering support for the Pakistan Army and law 
enforcement agencies. The gathering witnessed the participation of district administra-
tion, political figures, religious leaders, and local representatives, all contributing sug-
gestions to address the ongoing unrest in the region. A committee, comprising members 
of the jirga, was formed with the purpose of engaging in dialogues with key authorities, 
including Corps Commander Peshawar, IGFC North, IG Police, Chief Secretary, and 
other significant officials. The primary objective of these meetings is to collaboratively 
find solutions and bring an end to the prevailing unrest in Bajaur. The jirga unanimously 
emphasised that the establishment of peace and stability in the area is paramount for 
the well-being of the local population. All political and tribal leaders expressed their com-
mitment to extend full cooperation to the Pakistan Army and law enforcement agencies. 
Commending the government’s decisive actions against illegal residents and acknowl-
edging the positive outcomes, the jirga members also voiced criticism over Afghan-
istan’s alleged facilitation of TTP terrorists. The elders applauded the robust meas-
ures taken by the Pakistan Army and law enforcement agencies to curb extortion, 
smuggling, illegal foreign exchange activities, and other illicit businesses. – DNA

About 70% of Russian citizens believe their 
current leader should seek another term  

in office, according to a recent poll
News Desk

Moscow: Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin has announced that he will seek re-elec-
tion in 2024. Russia’s presidential election 
will be held between March 15 and March 
17, 2024. The winner will be inaugurated in 
early May. If Putin wins, it will be his fifth 
term as head of state. The Russian leader 
made his remarks at a ceremony where 
he awarded Hero of Russia medals to ser-
vicemen who had taken part in the special 
military operation against Ukraine. Hero of 
the Donetsk People’s Republic ArtyomZho-
ga, who was recently named speaker of the 

Russian federal subject’s parliament, asked 
if he would run in 2024 and he replied in 
the affirmative. The footage from the 
ceremony shows Zhoga shaking hands 
with Putin and telling him that the entire 
Donbass would like him to participate in 
the election. “Thanks to your actions… 
we became free, we got the opportuni-
ty to choose… You are our president… 
We are your team, we need you, Russia 
needs you,” he said. Thanking him for the 
praise, Putin admitted that while he had 
“different thoughts at different times” on 
the subject, the time had come to make a 
final decision. “I am going to run for Pres-
ident of the Russian Federation,” he said.

Putin announces 2024 
presidential bid

Briefs
Ahad 

Cheema 
gets 

clean chit
DNA

LAHORE: An accountability 
court of Lahore on Friday 
acquitted Adviser to Prime 
Minister Ahad Cheema in as-
sets beyond means reference.  
Accountability Court Judge 
Malik Ali Zulqarnain Awan 
announced the reserved ver-
dict.  The court, accepting 
Cheema’s appeal, acquitted 
him in assets beyond means 
reference.   The NAB court, 
in its previous hearing, had 
reserved its judgement on 
Cheema’s appeal. Earlier, 
the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) had ac-
quitted Cheema in assets 
beyond means case.
As per NAB report, such a 
reference was not admissible 
against Cheema. The Bureau 
said assets of PM’s adviser 
were in accordance with his 
income. His alleged offshore 
companies made properties 
from their own income. The 
NAB further stated that ac-
counts of Sadia Mansoor, 
Mansoor Ahmad and Nazia 
Ashraf did not belong to 
Cheema. As per reinvestiga-
tion, Cheema’s income was 
Rs213 million and his ex-
penditure was Rs131 million.
The Bureau in its report 
said during investigation 
Cheema furnished record 
of his income and expend-
iture to the Bureau. The 
same was got verified by 
the NAB which was correct.  
The NAB had requested 
the court to proceed on the 
matter as per law.

NAB 
summons 
Bushrain 

Toshakhana 
case
DNA

RAWALPINDI: The Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) has summoned 
Bushra Bibi, wife of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan in 
Toshakhana case. As per 
details, the NAB Rawalpin-
di issued notice to Bushra 
Bibi and summoned her on 
December 11 at 11 am in 
connection with Toshakha-
na case. NAB directed the 
wife of PTI founder to bring 
the gold necklace, diamond 
ring and bracelet with her 
to the court appearance.
Earlier, the caretaker fed-
eral government placed 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Imran Khan’s wife 
Bushra Bibi’s name on the 
Exit Control List (ECL), 
said sources. Former prime 
minister and PTI chairman 
Imran Khan’s wife’s name 
had been placed on ECL in 
the National Crime Agency 
(NCA) £190 million scan-
dal, sources privy to the de-
velopment told ARY News.
Her name was put on the 
ECL on the recommen-
dation of the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB).
The former first lady has 
been accused of keeping a 
locket, chain, earrings, two 
rings and bracelet from the 
Toshakhana gifts.
She is also accused of keep-
ing gold, diamond, neck-
lace, and bracelet, as well 
as gold and diamond rings, 
earrings and bracelet.
The NAB has maintained 
that the gifts were not sub-
mitted to the Toshakhana to 
calculate their prices.

Sheikh 
eyes twin 

Rawalpindi 
seats

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Former 
interior minister Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed said on 
Friday he would contest 
election on the symbol of 
qalam and dwat (pen and 
ink) from two constituen-
cies of Rawalpindi - NA-56 
and 57 - where he worked 
a lot for his constituents.  
Speaking to reporters after 
joining a case proceeding 
in the Lahore High Court’s 
Rawalpindi Bench, the Awa-
mi Muslim League chief 
said that after ‘seclusion’ 
he had stopped using social 
media platform X (formerly 
known as Twitter), and only 
read newspaper.  He said no 
one mistreated him (during 
his absence he refer to as 
spiritual seclusion) and he 
did not testify against any-
one. He reiterated that he 
remained in ‘seclusion’ for 
40 days during which no 
one troubled him.  He said 
he was confident that the 
general elections would 
be held on Feb 8 follow-
ing the statement of CEC 
Sikandar Sultan Raja.

IIOJK special status: Indian SC
to announce verdict on Dec 11

A five-member bench headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud had 
begun hearing the set of petitions on July 11 and reserved its verdict on September 5

News Desk

NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court will 
pronounce its verdict on a set of pleas 
against New Delhi’s 2019 imposition of di-
rect rule in occupied Kashmir on Dec 11 
(Monday), The Times of India reported on 
Friday. In 2019, India’s ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) had revoked occupied 
Kashmir’s special status by repealing Arti-
cle 370 of the constitution. Article 370 had 
limited the power of the Indian parliament 
to impose laws in the state, apart from 
matters of defence, foreign affairs and 
communications. The move allowed peo-
ple from the rest of the country to have 
the right to acquire property in occupied 
Kashmir and settle there permanently. 
Kashmiris, international organisations 
and critics of India’s Hindu nationalist-led 
government had termed the move an at-
tempt to dilute the demographics of Mus-
lim-majority Kashmir with Hindu settlers.
A five-member bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) D.Y. Chandrachud had 
begun hearing the set of petitions on July 
11 and reserved its verdict on September 5. 
According to India Today, the petitioners in-
cluded leaders of the National Conference 

and the People’s Democratic Party (PDP). 
The bench — also including Justices Sanjay 
KishanKaul, Sanjiv Khanna, B. R. Gavai and 
Surya Kant — is to decide if the move was 
legal despite lacking the endorsement from 
parliament usually required for constitu-
tional change. During the proceedings, the 
PDP had told the court that then-governor 
Satya Pal Malik was not consulted before 

the decision was taken by the central gov-
ernment to abrogate Article 370, India 
Today stated. Meanwhile, the centre had 
argued in support of its step and claimed 
there was no “constitutional fraud” in an-
nulling the provision, the report added.
Senior counsel KapilSibal had contended 
that the concurrence of the state govern-
ment provided by the governor did not 

express the will of the people. The apex 
court had asked the BJP-ruled central gov-
ernment whether there was a timeline to 
convert Indian-held Kashmir from a union 
territory to a state. Pakistan and India have 
fought three wars over control of the region 
and thousands have been killed in a free-
dom movement against Indian rule in the 
Muslim-majority territory since 1989.
The suspension of occupied Kashmir’s 
semi-autonomous status allowed In-
dians from elsewhere to buy land and 
claim government jobs there, a policy 
denounced by critics as “settler coloni-
alism”. Many residents and critics say 
that authorities have since curbed media 
freedoms and public protests in a dras-
tic curtailment of civil liberties. Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment has defended the decision in the 
court, saying the change had brought 
“peace, progress and prosperity” to the 
restive territory. Consolidating New 
Delhi’s rule over its portion of the terri-
tory has long been a key plank of Modi’s 
Hindu nationalist BJP. The frequency of 
armed clashes between Indian soldiers 
and freedom fighters has dropped signif-
icantly in recent years as India works to 
fortify its rule over the territory.
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador of Indonesia Ameer Khurram Rathore presented his 
Credentials to Joko Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia. He conveyed warm regards from 

the leadership of Pakistan,  and President Jokowi graciously reciprocated the sentiments. – DNA

ECP issues 
notice to PTI 

on Babar’s plea
Special Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) on Friday issued notice to 
PTI on a petition filed by its founding mem-
ber Akbar S Babar challenging the party’s 
intra-party polls. The PTI recently held in-
tra-party polls after which Babar, along with 
other party members, filed a petition, against 
“rigged/fraudulent PTI intra-party elections” 
requesting the country’s top electoral author-
ity to order the party to conduct fresh polls. 
Following the polls held in Peshawar to elect 
the party’s new officeholders including a re-

placement for former chairman Imran, the 
party members voted in favour of Barrister 
Gohar Khan, the ex-PTI chief’s lawyer whom 
he nominated himself for the key post. In the 
wake of the elections, held on December 2, 
Babar refused to accept the polls and move 
the electoral authority against the irregu-
larities. The senior politician added that he 
and other founding leaders are part of the 
party following the high court’s decision. 
The politician approached the ECP seeking 
its intervention in the matter as a member 
of PTI whose membership was validated by 
the electoral body. A 5-member commis-
sion, led by Chief Election Commissioner 
Sikandar Sultan Raja, conducted the hear-
ing on the petition filed by 14 PTI members 
against the intra-party polls. Babar and oth-
ers, in the petition, mentioned that there 
was no schedule given before the elections 
and the voter lists were also not released.

Farah, Shahzad, others 
summoned NCA case

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: An accountability court in Islamabad on Friday summoned 
co-accused in a £190 million settlement case — FarhatShahzadi aka Farah 
Gogi, ex-accountability czar Shahzad Akbar, Zulfiqar Bukhari and others — 
via advertisements. Incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) supremo 
and deposed prime minister Imran Khan is facing charges of corruption of 
billions of rupees in a case also involving a property tycoon. Khan — along 
with his wife Bushra Bibi and other PTI leaders — are facing a National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) inquiry related to a settlement between the 
then-PTI government and the property tycoon, which reportedly caused a 
loss of £190 million to the national exchequer. Irked by the suspects’ pro-
longed absence from the court’s proceedings, the judge ordered to sum-
mon the accused via advertisements. Later, the advertisements against the 
co-accused in the case have been pasted outside the judicial complex. The 
court has ordered the co-accused in the case to appear before the court on 
January 6, 2024. It is pertinent to mention here that currently, Akbar is in 
the United Kingdom. Last month, Akbar came under an acid attack, con-
firmed the UK police. In a statement, Hertfordshire police said that they 
were contacted by the ambulance service just before 4:45pm on November 
26 of reports of an assault in Royston — around 50 miles out of London 
where Akbar now lives with his wife and two daughters.

KSE-100 index 
breaches 

66,000 points
KARACHI: Bulls maintained their grip on the 
PSX as the benchmark index shot past the 
66,000 mark on Friday — for the first time in 
history — by gaining over 1,500 points.  The 
benchmark KSE-100 index hit an all-time high 
of 66,273.73 points. However, it closed at 
66,223.63 points after gaining 1505.56 points 
or 2.33%, compared to yesterday’s close of 
64,718.07 points. Raza Jafri, who is the head of 
equities at Karachi-based Intermarket Securi-
ties, said that the banks and energy sector lead 
the rally at the bourse as cheap valuations and 
a reasonably settled environment help flows re-
main strong as foreign and local buys continue 
to invest. “MPC next week should set the tone 
for near-term trading. While unchanged inter-
est rates are widely expected, investors will 
look for clues in the text of the monetary policy 
statement to gauge how much interest rates 
can come down by next year,” he added. – DNA


