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Shehbaz calls for 
collective efforts to 
end Karachi’s woes

Nazir Siyal

KArAchi: Former prime minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday called for teamwork and 
collective efforts to end the perils plaguing 
Karachi, highlighting that the upcoming 
elections would determine the city’s fate.
The PML-N president arrived in Karachi 
on Thursday evening to meet MQM-P lead-
ers to finalise a deal on an electoral alliance 
between the two parties. in November, 
the parties had announced their decision 
to jointly contest the upcoming polls in 
Sindh and strengthen local governments 
nationwide through constitutional cover. in 
the run-up to polls, the PML-N has set its 
sights on the port city. Last week, Shehbaz 
filed his nomination papers from Karachi 
National Assembly constituency NA-242 
(Baldia Town) — the same seat that he had 
contested in the 2018 elections. howev-
er, that time around, he had lost to then-
PTi leader Faisal Vawda in NA-249, which 

Continued on Page 06

KARACHI: MQM prominent leaders Raza Harooon and Advocate Anis met with Asif Ali Zardari 
and announced to join PPP. (Story on Back Page). – DNA

PML-N takes GDA along to form 
foir-party alliance against PPP in Sindh

Briefs

ECP moves top court 
against PHC ruling

DNa
ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) filed an appeal in the Supreme Court 
against the Peshawar High Court’s (PHC) ruling 
suspending its order about the appointment of a 
returning officer (RO) for a provincial assembly 
constituency. Irfanullah was appointed RO for a 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa constituency — PK-91 Ko-
hat II.  Advocate Afnan Karim Kundi filed the ap-
peal on behalf of the electoral body under Article 
185(3) of the Constitution against a verdict given 
by the PHC on December 27. The complainants 
submitted to the PHC the December 25 notifica-
tion, whereby the Election Commission substitut-
ed the returning officer for the KP constituency 
after which the court suspended the aforesaid no-
tification while issuing notice to the ECP.  In its 
appeal, the ECP questioned whether the impugned 
order of the high court amounted to interfering 
with the constitutional and statutory public du-
ties of the ECP concerning the appointment of 
ROs under Article 218(3), read with Section 51 
of the Elections Act 2017, and as such no interim 
relief could be granted by the way of suspension 
of the ECP notification dated December 25, 2023, 
substituting the RO.  Whether the jurisdiction of 

Continued on Page 06

Does caretaker 
govt want to 

derail elections
Court reporter

iSLAMABAD: The islamabad high 
court (ihc) Friday reprimanded 
the caretaker government, stating 
that a “terrible system” is prevail-
ing in the country and questioned 
its neutrality. “A terrible system is 
prevailing under the caretaker set-
up that even consultation for elec-
tions is not allowed,” Justice Mian-
gul hassan Aurangzeb remarked, 
raising doubts over the government’s intentions towards 
the conduct of the upcoming polls slated for February 8. 
“Does the caretaker government want to derail the elec-
tions?” he asked. The judge’s query came during the hear-
ing of a plea filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (PTi) chair-
man Barrister Gauhar Khan and other lawyers, seeking to 
meet the party’s founder imran Khan in jail. The lawyers 
argued that the legal team wanted to consult Khan over the 
decision to distribute 700 party tickets, as polls approach.
Taking notice of the plea, the judge granted them permis-
sion to meet Khan for consultations ahead of the polls next 
year, subsequently disposing of the petition. The court, 
in its order, mentioned that the PTi founder should be al-
lowed to meet the party’s chairman under the supervision 
of Adiala jail superintendent. “Allowing consultation for 
elections is a fundamental right,” the court maintained, add-
ing that the party possesses the right to consult the found-
er over tickets. he also asked the caretaker government 
to remain neutral in the elections. The court added that 
the opposition to the PTi founder and chairman’s consul-
tation raises questions over the neutrality of government. 

Continued on Page 06

‘Terrible system’ prevailing under 
caretaker govt, observes ihc judge

India request 
Pakistan to 
extradite 

Hafiz Saeed
DNA

New DeLhi: india has for-
mally requested Pakistan 
to extradite hafiz Saeed, 
suspected of involvement in 
the 2008 attacks on Mum-
bai, for trial in india, for-
eign ministry spokesperson 
Arindam Bagchi told report-
ers in a briefing on Friday.
“we have conveyed a re-
quest along with relevant 
supporting documents to 
the government of Paki-
stan,” Bagchi told report-
ers. Dawn.com has reached 
out to the Foreign Office 
(FO) for comment on the 
matter. Questioned about 
the extradition request 
during her weekly press 
briefing on Thursday, 

Continued on Page 06

Faizabad 
sit-in inquiry 
commision 
summons 

Faiz hameed
DNA

iSLAMABAD: A com-
mission of inquiry (coi) 
has summoned former 
lieutenant general (rtd) 
Faiz hameed next week 
to record his statement in 
Faizabad Dharna inquiry 
commission, via the Min-
istry of Defence. Sources 
further claimed that Faiz 
hameed has been asked to 
record his statement before 
the commission next week. 
‘Faiz hameed has been 
summoned by the Faizabad 
Dharna commission for the 
second time,” sources said. 
earlier, a Supreme court of 
Pakistan (ScP) five-mem-
ber judge Friday issued 

Continued on Page 06

Khayam abbaSi 
iSLAMABAD: The PTi on Friday alleged that conspiracies 
were being hatched to snatch its iconic electoral symbol 
“bat” and exclude the party from the February 8 general 
elections. The election commission of Pakistan (ecP) and 
the PTi have been in “bat blood” over the past few days. 
The controversy stems from the electoral watchdog’s ear-
lier decision to strip PTi of its symbol following the an-
nulment of its intra-party elections for not complying with 
the elections Act and the party’s own constitution. earlier 
this week, the Peshawar high court suspended the com-
mission’s order and directed it to publish the certificate of 
PTi’s intra-party polls on its website “keeping in view the 
urgency, that a political party has been denuded of its sym-
bol, meaning hearby that aspirants from the general public 
who were willing to vote for the petitioners’ party were di-
vested of their right to vote as per their choice”. The Phc 
verdict was criticised by several political leaders, including 
JUi-F’s Maulana Fazlur rehman and PML-N President 
Shehbaz Sharif. Addressing a press conference in islam-
abad today, PTi chairman Barrister Gohar Khan said the 

Continued on Page 06

ECP to display 
candidates’ 

lists on Jan 23
aDil ShaheeN

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) said on Friday that it will display the final list 
of the candidates’ list on January 23 (Tuesday). Ac-
cording to the electoral watchdog, the candidates will 
be able to withdraw their nomination papers until 
Monday, January 22. The ECP is expected to display 
the candidate list on January 20. The appellate tri-
bunals will decide on the appeals until January 19. 
The appeals against RO’s verdict on the special seats 
can be filed until January 16. The electoral watch-
dog had revised the election schedule for the spe-
cial seats. The scrutiny of the nomination papers of 

Continued on Page 06

PTI alleges conspiracies being 
hatched to snatch ‘bat’ symbol

Phc verdict was criticised by several political leaders, including 
JUi-F’s Maulana Fazlur rehman and PML-N President Shehbaz

israeli genocidal war 
continues in Gaza

“According to hamas commanders, only 
14% of the resistance capacity has been 

damaged so far,” the foreign minister said
NewS DeSK

GAzA: The israeli occupation army contin-
ues to carry out its holocaust in Gaza for the 
84th consecutive day Friday, through the 
launching of dozens of airstrikes and artil-
lery shelling, committing bloody massacres 
against civilians and carrying out horrifying 
crimes in incursion areas, amid a catastroph-
ic humanitarian situation resulting from the 
siege and the displacement of over 90% of 
the population. Local media reported that 
the occupation army’s aircraft and artillery 
continued their intense airstrikes and shell-
ing on various areas of the Gaza Strip on Fri-
day, targeting houses, gatherings, facilities, 
and streets, resulting in hundreds of martyrs 
and wounded. Medical crews retrieved the 
body of the martyr Abdul Nasser Ahmed 
Kloub from Al-Qassam Street in Khan You-
nis. Local sources reported that the death 
toll from the israeli airstrikes on the Al-Tal-
bani and ismail families’ houses, southeast of 

Continued on Page 06

Solidarity with Gaza 
Pakistan bans New 
Year’s celebrations

“Nation is in sad state,” PM 
says, calling on Pakistanis 
to “show solidarity with 
oppressed Palestinians”

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minis-
ter Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar announced 
that all celebrations related to the New 
Year are banned across the country 
as the South Asian nation stands in 
solidarity with Palestinians who have 
been facing the worst Israeli brutality 
since October 7. Pakistan has time and 
again raised its voice for the oppressed 
Palestinians at international forums 
and condemned Israel’s genocide, 

Continued on Page 06

Nawaz returned 
to country to get 

cases against 
him ‘withdrawn’

DNA
MARDAN: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Parliamentarians Chairman Per-
vez Khattak asserted on Friday that for-
mer prime minister Nawaz Sharif had 
returned to the country to get the cases 
against him “withdrawn.“ Addressing 
the workers’ convention in Mardan, 
the former Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
chief minister took a swipe at Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
President Shehbaz Sharif. “Shehbaz 
Sharif had done nothing for the sake of 

Continued on Page 06

RO rejetcs 
Murad’s 

nomination 
papers

DNA
SwAT: The returning Of-

ficer (rO) 
for NA-4 on 
Friday re-
jected the 
nomination 
papers of 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf 
PTi leader Murad Saeed 
as the candidate was on ab-
sconder’s list.  Swat: PTi 
leader Murad Saeed has 
been absconding since the 
May 9 incidents. The PTi 
lawyer said he has com-
pleted all the documents 
required by the election 
commission of Pakistan 
and announced to appeal 
against the verdict in Pe-
shawar high court (Phc). 

Don’t hope 
too much, 
says Fazl

DNA
iSLAMABAD: Jamiat Ulema 

islam (JUi) 
chief Maula-
na Fazlur 
rahman has 
said there 
should not be 

too much hope if elections 
are held in the current cir-
cumstances. in an informal 
talk, Fazlur rehman listed 
his party feats for democ-
racy and national cohesion. 
even after many movements 
including MrD, it seems 
that democracy has become 
weak, he said. The JUi chief 
said: “we politicians have our 
weaknesses. we too com-
mitted mistakes. we are too 
responsible for weak democ-
racy.” To a question, he said 
if an institution wants to be 
powerful, it is an unconsti-
tutional desire. he stressed: 
“Politicians talk about de-
mocracy, which is constitu-
tional. The problem is that 
we have made laws according 
to the dictates from outside.
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Nazir Siyal

KArAchi : caretaker Sindh chief 
Minister Justice (retd) Maqbool 
Bakar has said that the traditional 
procurement methods have their 
own set of challenges that can 
hinder efficiency, increase costs 
and sometimes compromise trans-
parency. Therefore the provincial 
government is launching an e-pro-
curement system to address the 
challenges, he said. The chief min-
ister said that it was important to 
recognize the effort that had gone 
into developing and implementing 
this e-procurement system and 
digitizing and automating different 
tasks can reduce the time it takes 
to complete procurement cycles 
and minimize errors. This he said 
while speaking at the launching 
ceremony of the ‘e-Procurement 
System’ viz e-Pak Acquisition and 
Disposal System (ePDS) at a local 

hotel here Friday. The program 
was attended by Minister for Law 
and chairman Sindh Public Pro-
curement regulatory Authority 
(SPPrA) Omar Soomro, DG Fed-
eral PPrA Maqbool Gondal, DG 
SPPrA zubair Parvez, Director 
SPPrA Shadiya Jaffer and secretar-
ies of various departments. he said 
that the provincial government’s 
top hierarchy and people from the 
civil society had come together to 
celebrate an important milestone 
in our quest for efficiency, transpar-
ency and innovation. “Today marks 
the beginning of a new chapter as 
we have unveiled our e-procure-
ment system, an advanced platform 
that will revolutionize the way we 
manage our public procurement 
procedures. As the world rapidly 
evolves, technology continues to 
reshape various industries, there-
fore, embracing innovation is not 
just an option, but a necessity, the 
cM said and added our decision to 

implement e-procurement demon-
strated our commitment to staying 
ahead of the curve, leveraging tech-
nology to improve our operations 
and ultimately delivering better 
outcomes for our stakeholders. 
The chief minister lauded the initia-
tive undertaken by the SPPrA, sup-
ported by the world Bank and Fed-
eral PPrA. “This initiative aims to 
enhance transparency, equity, and 
competitiveness in public procure-
ment processes. The Sindh Public 
Procurement regulatory Authority 
(SPPrA) successfully launched its 
state-of-the-art electronic Procure-
ment System (e-procurement), 
marking a significant leap forward 
in the realm of transparent, effi-
cient, and accountable public pro-
curement processes. The event 
showcased the commitment of SP-
PrA to modernize public procure-
ment practices, ensuring greater 
transparency, fairness, and compet-
itiveness in the procurement land-

scape. The features of the e-Pro-
curement System included user 
friendly interface; the e-procure-
ment system boasts an intuitive and 
user-friendly interface, simplifying 
the procurement process for both 
government entities and suppliers. 
real-time Monitoring and report-
ing; Stakeholders can now benefit 
from real-time monitoring and re-
porting features, providing instant 
access to procurement data, bid 
status, and project updates. Dig-
ital Document Management; the 
system facilitates the secure and 
efficient management of procure-
ment documents, reducing pa-
perwork, minimizing errors, and 
enhancing document traceability. 
Automated Bidding Process; the 
e-procurement system automates 
the entire bidding process, from 
announcement to bid submis-
sion and evaluation, streamlining 
workflows and ensuring a fair and 
competitive environment.

CM launches SPPRA’s e-procurement system

IG Punjab 
discusses police 
station transfers

abiD raza 

LAhOre : inspector General Police 
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar has said 
that the modern trained public friend-
ly staff posted in the Special initiative 
Police Station is providing services to 
the citizens with modern technology 
and softwares along with replacing 
the traditional concept of police sta-
tions. iG Punjab said that modern po-
licing, best environment and facilities 
have been provided to the citizens in 
the special initiative police stations, 
which has improved the public service 
delivery process. iG Punjab directed 
that the police stations in all the dis-
tricts of the province including Lahore 
should be completed on the special 
initiative protocol within the fixed 
timeline. iG Punjab said that the care-
taker chief Minister will formally in-
augurate the Punjab Special initiative 
Police Stations soon. he expressed 
these views today while presiding 
over a meeting at the central Police 
Office. in the meeting, the progress 
regarding transfer of police stations 
to Special initiative Protocol across 
the province including Lahore was 

reviewed. The Lahore Police team 
briefed the iG Punjab about the steps 
taken to upgrade police stations in the 
provincial capital. iG Punjab reviewed 
the reports about the development 
works being completed in various po-
lice stations and the construction plan 
of new police stations. Additional iG 
Punjab, MD Safe city Authority, DiG 
Operations Lahore, DiG elite, SSP Op-
erations Lahore, AiG Admin central 
Police Office and other officers were 
also present in the meeting. ealier on 
, iG PUNJAB presided over an impor-
tant meeting regarding the transfer 
of police stations to special initiative 
protocol The team of Lahore Police 
gave a briefing about the upgradation 
measures of police stations in the pro-
vincial capital. caretaker chief Min-
ister Punjab will formally inaugurate 
Special initiative Police Stations, iG 
Punjab inspector General Police Pun-
jab Dr. Usman Anwar has said that the 
modern trained public friendly staff 
posted in the Special initiative Police 
Station is providing services to the cit-
izens with modern technology and soft-
wares along with replacing the tradition-
al concept of police stations. iG Punjab 
said that modern policing, best environ-

ment and facilities have been provided 
to the citizens in the special initiative 
police stations, which has improved 
the public service delivery process. iG 
Punjab directed that the police stations 
in all the districts of the province in-
cluding Lahore should be completed on 
the special initiative protocol within the 
fixed timeline. iG Punjab said that the 
caretaker chief Minister will formally 
inaugurate the Punjab Special initiative 
Police Stations soon. he expressed 
these views today while presiding 
over a meeting at the central Police 
Office. in the meeting, the progress 
regarding transfer of police stations 
to Special initiative Protocol across 
the province including Lahore was 
reviewed. The Lahore Police team 
briefed the iG Punjab about the steps 
taken to upgrade police stations in the 
provincial capital. iG Punjab reviewed 
the reports about the development 
works being completed in various po-
lice stations and the construction plan 
of new police stations. Additional iG 
Punjab, MD Safe city Authority, DiG 
Operations Lahore, DiG elite, SSP 
Operations Lahore, AiG Admin central 
Police Office and other officers were 
also present in the meeting.

PeF, VU sign MoU to  
extend cooperation

LAhOre : A significant 
milestone was achieved in 
the realm of education as 
the Punjab education Foun-
dation (PeF) and the Virtual 
University of Pakistan joined 
hands through signing of 
a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MOU), here on 
Friday. The MOU was signed 
by Shahid Farid, Managing 
Director of Punjab education 
Foundation and Prof. Dr. Ar-
shad Bhatti, rector of Virtual 
University. Deputy Managing 
Director (Operation) Samina 
Nawaz, Director research 
and coordination Dr. Nauman 
Jamil Khan, Dean of Virtual 
University Dr. Mohsin Javed, 
and other officers participated 
in the signing ceremony. The 
primary objective of this MOU 

is to extend iT courses to sec-
ondary-level students enrolled 
in PeF schools. Under the 
guidance of Virtual Univer-
sity, students affiliated with 
PeF will receive specialized 
training in digital literacy, free-
lancing, and social media mar-
keting. This initiative aims to 
equip students with the skills 
needed to excel in the digital 
age, empowering them to 
explore opportunities for 
online earning. Managing 
Director of Punjab education 
Foundation, Shahid Farid, 
expressed his appreciation 
for the pivotal role played 
by Virtual University in the 
field of education. he empha-
sized the importance of iT 
education and social media 
management in today’s era 

and highlighted the signifi-
cance of the public-private 
partnership model in bring-
ing education to underpriv-
ileged children.  Farid elab-
orated on the commitment 
of Punjab education Foun-
dation to provide quality 
education, stating that PeF 
currently serves over 2.6 
million children. The PeF 
facilitates online training for 
its teachers through master 
trainers, with approximately 
77 thousand teachers ben-
efiting from these online 
training programs, the MD 
PeF said. Additionally, the 
MOU opens up avenues for 
Master Trainers of PeF to 
record online training lec-
tures on the Virtual Univer-
sity platform. — DNA

energy project 
showcases 

transformative impact
PeShAwAr : The center 
for intelligent Systems and 
Network research (ciSNr) 
at UeT, with the support 
of Giz Pakistan, recently 
hosted an impactful semi-
nar.  This pivotal event on 
the project titled “energy 
efficiency through Dig-
itization.”  The seminar 
drew over 130 participants, 
having presentations from 
cDA, PDA, Tehsil Munici-
pal Administration, water 
Sanitation Services compa-
ny and others. it served as 
a focal point for discussions 
on energy savings, policy 
recommendations, carbon 
credits, and exemplary case 
studies from partner munic-
ipalities under the project.  
Muhammad irshad, Project 
Manager at Giz, commend-
ed ciSNr’s exceptional 
work in energy manage-
ment and AioT. Deputy 
Manager Ayaz Durrani from 
wSSc Abbottabad shared a 
compelling case study on 
how the implementation of 
Supervisory control and 

Data Acquisition (ScADA) 
technology led to the de-
tection of billing anomalies, 
resulting in substantial cost 
savings.  This highlight-
ed the practical impact of 
technological integration 
in utility management. 
Meanwhile, Deputy Direc-
tor Abdul Qadir Afridi of 
the Peshawar Development 
Authority (PDA) empha-
sized a significant shift in 
their energy management 
approach.   he highlighted 
the transformation from a 
lack of awareness to success-
fully implementing an inte-
grated energy team across 
critical sectors such as water 
supply, street lighting, and 
buildings. This evolution sig-
nified a crucial step toward 
comprehensive energy man-
agement within their munic-
ipality.  These case studies 
collectively highlighted the 
practical successes and 
transformative potential of 
technology-driven initiatives 
in enhancing energy man-
agement across different 

municipalities targeted un-
der the project, setting a 
precedent for efficient and 
sustainable practices with-
in the region. The seminar 
also unveiled fifteen robust 
policy recommendations 
addressing key municipal 
challenges such as digitized 
control, staff training, and 
the absence of comprehen-
sive energy efficiency plans.  
These recommendations, 
rooted in observations of 
existing challenges, aimed to 
revolutionize operations by 
integrating energy data into 
decision-making process-
es, establishing efficiency 
benchmarks, and enhanc-
ing governance practices. 
Moreover, this seminar’s dis-
course on ScADA technolo-
gy and e-governance signifies 
a monumental shift in Paki-
stan’s municipal energy land-
scape. it not only lays the 
groundwork for a sustainable 
future but also amplifies the 
role of technology and pol-
icy in shaping a more ener-
gy-conscious society.—APP

KARACHI : Caretaker Federal Minister for Commerce and Industries and  Production Dr. Gohar Ejaz 
Called on Caretaker Chief Minister Sindh Justice (Rtd) Maqbool Baqar at CM House.—DNA

Secretary 
Health 

highlights 
Health Dept 

achievements
PeShAwAr :health Secre-
tary Mehmood Aslam wa-
zir on Friday in his annual 
performance message said 
the health Department has 
achieved many accomplish-
ments in the year 2023. 
he said that this year, the 
department has effectively 
contained the dengue cases 
to 747 without any fatalities. 
he said by activating seven 
closed hospitals, medical 
services are now provided 
on a double shift basis, both 
in the morning and evening, 
compared to the previous 
practice of offering services 
only during daytime hours.  
Speaking about the im-
pediments related to fake, 
unregistered, and spurious 
drugs, health Secretary 
Mahmood Aslam wazir re-
vealed the establishment of 
the province’s first mobile 
drug lab in Pakistan. This 
mobile lab travels to differ-
ent locations to provide on-
site analysis of medicines.  
he mentioned initiatives 
taken for Sehat card sus-
tainability. These initiative 
allows the underprivileged 
to receive free treatment, 
while those who can afford 
it, purchase health card 
packages for their own 
medical needs. Mehmood 
Aslam further disclosed 
that the records and oth-
er data of over a hundred 
thousand employees of the 
health Department have 
been digitised. All postings 
and transfers are now trans-
parently accessible through 
this web portal. he elab-
orated on the initiation of 
geo-tagging for both public 
and private hospitals.—APP

record tourist 
arrives in KP in 2023
ABBOTTABAD: The De-
partment of Tourism in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Fri-
day has released its annual 
report on tourist arrivals 
for the year 2023, reveal-
ing impressive figures and 
highlighting the province’s 
growing appeal for both 
domestic and international 
tourists.  The comprehen-
sive data was collected 
under the oversight of 
the world Bank’s Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa integrated 
Tourism (KiTe) centres 
Project 1422. From Janu-
ary 1st to December 26th, 
2023, a remarkable total 
of 16,988,946 tourists ex-
plored the various districts 
of the province. Notably, 
the number of foreign tour-
ists visiting Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa reached 4,554, un-
derscoring the province’s 

increasing global recogni-
tion as a travel destination. 
The Tourism Department’s 
report disclosed that Galyat 
emerged as the top attrac-
tion in 2023, with over 6.34 
million tourists visiting for 
sightseeing and recreation-
al activities throughout the 
year. Naran Kaghan Valley 
and Malam Jabba also drew 
substantial crowds, hosting 
5.08 million and 3.54 mil-
lion tourists, respectively. 
in addition, Upper and Low-
er Dir experienced a com-
bined influx of 1,380,740 
tourists seeking to explore 
the scenic beauty of the re-
gion. Lower chitral record-
ed a significant number of 
591,330 tourists, while 
Upper chitral welcomed 
38,771 visitors during the 
year. Foreign tourist arriv-
als painted a diverse pic-

ture, with Lower chitral 
leading the way by hosting 
1,624 international tour-
ists. Upper chitral received 
791 foreign visitors, while 
Dir (Upper and Lower) re-
corded 417, Swat Valley saw 
237, Malam Jabba attracted 
588, and Naran Kaghan Val-
ley witnessed 897 foreign 
tourists. These impressive 
figures underscore the 
rich tapestry of attractions 
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
offers, as both domestic 
and international travelers 
continue to show height-
ened interest in exploring 
the province’s breathtaking 
landscapes and cultural her-
itage.  The positive trend 
in tourism showed for the 
region’s futuristic econom-
ic development and global 
standing as a premier travel 
destination.

Minister 
inaugurates 

Vehicle 
Inspection 

and 
Licensing 

App
DNa

LAhOre : Provincial 
Minister for Transport 
ibrahim hassan Murad 
on Friday inaugurated the 
Vehicle  inspection and 
Licensing App in a cer-
emony held here at the 
Punjab Transport  compa-
ny’s office. The ceremony 
was attended by Secre-
tary Transport Ahmad 
Javed Qazi, ceO Punjab  
Transport company Faiq 
Ahmed, enforcement 
inspectors and officers 
from  the transport de-
partment.  ibrahim Murad 
congratulated the iT and 
the transport department 
teams, expressing opti-
mism  that the app would 
lead to a 90% reduction in 
axle-load traffic violations. 
The minister highlight-
ed the department’s goal 
to eliminate paper-based 
challans, stating that with  
the efficient team, the 
journey towards e-challans 
had begun.  The Vehicle 
inspection and Licensing 
App aims to curb fake 
and bogus challans com-
plaints,  marking a signif-
icant step towards digital 
transformation. The min-
ister emphasized that with 
e-challans, transparency 
and real-time information  
retrieval had become pos-
sible, heralding a new era 
in transportation.  Sec-
retary Transport Ahmad 
Javed Qazi said that the 
app would also facilitate 
savings in  challans print-
ing and enhance trans-
parency in the inspection 
process. The app ensures 
both driver and vehicle ac-
countability, providing im-
mediate data on the type,  
location, and violation and 
the drivers would receive 
a message on their reg-
istered mobile  numbers 
upon issuance of a challan, 
the secretary added.

LAHORE : Punjab Prime Minister Mohsin Naqvi after reviewing the high performance  
project during the Marchect of Children’s Hospital, 12 children under treatment 

in Emer Gensi are expressing their happiness.—DNA

The team of Lahore Police gave a briefing about the upgradation 
measures of police stations in the provincial capital

cM said that it was important to recognize the effort that had gone  
into developing and implementing this e-procurement system



ANF recovers 
209 kg drugs 

in seven 
operations; 

arrests 
seven

DNa

rAwALPiND: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) while con-
ducting seven operations 
across the country man-
aged to recover over 209 
kg drugs and arrested sev-
en accused, said an ANF 
headquarters spokesman 
here on Friday. he in-
formed that 1.760 kg ice 
was recovered from a par-
cel booked for
Dubai at a courier office 
in rawalpindi. 1.2 kg hash-
ish was recovered from 
a Doha-bound passenger 
going on Flight No. Qr-
633 at islamabad Airport. 
115 grams ice was recov-
ered from a passenger’s 
luggage at Allama iqbal 
international Airport. The 
accused was leaving for 
Sharjah by flight number 
PA-412. 121 kg heroin and 
75 kg morphine were re-
covered from Bostan area 
of Pishin. A total of 4 kg 
hashish was recovered 
from two suspects in Pe-
shawar while 4 kg hashish 
was also recovered from 
two suspects near cus-
toms chowk Peshawar. 2 
kg hashish was recovered 
from an accused arrest-
ed near Board Bazar Pe-
shawar. cases under the 
Anti-Narcotics Act have 
been registered against 
the arrested accused 
while further investiga-
tions are under process 

Govt introducing new ‘contract 
base smartphones policy’

iT minister said that our aim to incentive responsible financial behavior and ensure 
that smart phone accessibility continues to expand, adding, we need a robust 

mechanism to protect investors from defaults, suggesting measures such as blocking 
mobile phones and, potentially, national identity cards of defaulters

iSLAMABAD: caretaker iT and 
Telecommunication Minister Dr 
Umar Saif Friday disclosed that 
his ministry with the coordination 
of all other stakeholders of tele-
com companies from January 15, 
2024 will launch a &#39;contract 
based smart phone policy&#39; 
in which people travelling to oth-
er countries will get latest mod-
el phones on easy installments, 
which will benefit economy.  Talk-
ing to a private news channel, 
iT minister said that our aim to 
incentive responsible financial 

behavior and ensure that smart 
phone accessibility continues to 
expand, adding, we need a robust 
mechanism to protect investors 
from defaults, suggesting measures 
such as blocking mobile phones and, 
potentially, national identity cards 
of defaulters. Minister said that un-
der this policy, telecome companies 
will have the opportunity to directly 
offer smartphones to customers 
through installment plans, there-
by expanding the benefits of mo-
bile broadband, especially among 
low-income segments in Pakistan.  

replying another question, he 
also announced that his ministry 
from January 7 to 10 have been 
introducing a &#39;Standardized 
Quality measurement Tests&#39; 
across universities in Pakistan to 
ensure job opportunities for fresh 
graduates. Ministry have made 
significant decisions to revamp 
iT education in universities in col-
laboration with hec, the National 
computing Accreditation council, 
the examination Testing coun-
cil, the Pakistan Software export 
Board, and the Pakistan Software 

houses Association. he said fur-
ther explained the program that 
countrywide students around 20 to 
25,000 who will pass the test will be 
offered job opportunities through 
the industry Placement Program. 
he said that we will allocate funds 
to support special industry cours-
es in universities, designed to 
prepare students for current in-
dustry trends and needs, we aim 
to increase our trained manpower 
in industrial sector. he also high-
lighted the importance of align-
ing educational institutions with 

industry requirements and facil-
itating industry-specific training 
manpower.  Minister also asked 
the universities to take rapid ac-
tion to start new  quality courses 
in entrepreneurship and exports 
for students which would help 
boost economy of the country. To 
another query, he replied that we 
have planned to make exponential 
growth in iT sector as it is neces-
sary for us to bring productivity 
revolution in our economy by us-
ing information and communica-
tions Technology.
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AiOU admissions for 
Spring 2024 semester to 

commence from January 15
DNa

iSLAMABAD: Allama iqbal 
Open University (AiOU) 
is commencing the admis-
sions for the Spring 2024 
semester (first phase) 
across the country, includ-
ing AJK and GB, on January 
15, 2024. The admissions 
in this phase include Mat-
ric (General), Matric Dars 
e Nizami (Sanwiya Ama), 
F.A (General), F.A Dars e 
Nizami (Sanwiya Khasa), 
i.com, certificate courses, 
BS (face to face), MPhil, 

and PhD programs, said a 
press release issued here 
Friday. The AiOU has ex-
panded its educational net-
work to cater to the needs 
of overseas Pakistanis and 
international students. 
individuals residing in 
any country worldwide 
can now enroll in matric-
ulation, intermediate and 
i.com programs to en-
hance their educational 
qualifications. The admis-
sions process is entirely 
online and all academic 
activities, from admission 
to the issuance of certif-

icates/degrees, will be 
managed through the on-
line system.  Prospectuses 
and admission application 
forms for all the programs 
will be available online 
on the university website 
(www.aiou.edu.pk) on Jan-
uary 15, 2024. Admission 
in BS (face to face) MPhil 
and PhD programs can 
only be applied via online 
system whereas admission 
application forms for ma-
triculation, intermediate 
and i com can be submit-
ted manually as well as via 
online mode.

DECEMBER
Dec 01/Romania

National Day

Dec 02/United Arab 
Emirates

National Day

Dec 02/Laos Republic
National Day

Dec 05/Thailand
National Day

Dec 06/Finland
Independence Day

Dec 07/India
Armed Forces Flag 

Day

Dec 09/Tanzania
National Day

Dec 11/Oman
Armed Forces Day

Dec 12/Kenya
Independence Day

Dec12/Turkmenistan
Neutrality Day

Dec 16/Bahrain
National Day

Dec 16/Kazakhstan
Independence Day

Dec 18/Qatar
National Day

Dec 18/Niger
National Day

Dec 23/Philippines
Armed Forces Day

Dec 23/Japan
National Day

ISLAMABAD: A group of students and faculty members of Air University, Islamabad visiting Senate Museum At Parliament House.—DNA

hec extends deadline for 
registration till January 03, 2024

iSLAMABAD: The higher education commission (hec), has extended the deadline, till January 03, 2024, for reg-
istration in the centralised Test being held for computer Science and iT graduates – leading to apprenticeship in top iT 
companies of Pakistan. The test date shall however remain intact i.e. January 07, 2024, said a press release on Friday. The 
students enrolled in the 7th semester of computer Science/iT related disciplines offered in recognised public and private 
sector universities and affiliated / constituent colleges are encouraged to register through Virtual University (VU) link https://
www.vu.edu.pk/GraduateTest/. The decision to extend the registration deadline was made in a virtual meeting of Vice chan-
cellors/rectors and heads of Departments of computer Science/iT of all public and private sector heis in order to ensure 
that maximum number of eligible students register themselves for the subject test and avail this opportunity.  chairman hec 
advised the universities, especially the iT and computer Science Departments, to ensure that 7th semester students register 
themselves and participate in the test. he emphasized the heis to expedite nominating their focal persons for smooth com-
munication regarding all aspects of the test being conducted. he stated that the primary objective of this initiative is to ensure 
that iT graduates are equipped with the necessary skills, knowledge, and attributes to excel in the ever-changing iT industry. 
he added that the test will allow us to identify the academic / training gaps in fresh iT graduates, which may be addressed 
through specialized modules / apprenticeships or bootcamps to be aligned with industry requirements. hec, in collaboration 
with relevant stakeholders including Ministry of iT and Telecommunications, National computing education Accredita-
tion council (NceAc), Pakistan Software export Board (PSeB), and Pakistan iT industry Association (P@ShA).—DNA

chinese education 
group launches three 
Sino-Pak dual diploma 

programs 
iSLAMABAD: chinese company TANG int’l education 
Group unveiled three china-Pakistan dual diploma programs 
at Aligarh institute of Technology (AiT), Karachi. The insti-
tute will collaborate with Fujian Polytechnic of information 
Technology, china for the programs and provide training un-
der ccTe Model (chinese + commerce culture + Train-
ing + employment).= “Under the three 3-year diploma 
programs, 70 AiT students will have the chance to study 
in china on fully-funded scholarships”, eng. Mansoor ul 
hassan Siddiqui, regional Director of TANG Pakistan, 
told Gwadar Pro.  he said that the admission process has 
been completed and the program will start soon. The new-
ly-launched programs cover the disciplines of ioT, Mecha-
tronics Technology and electronics.—DNA

Seminar held for trans-
forming education system

iSLAMABAD: in response to the issues of Gender- Based Violence and gender dispar-
ity in education, rozan in collaboration with the elementary and Secondary education 
Department, Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and SPO, launched a comprehensive 
project titled &#39;Gender Mainstreaming and GBV for human capital investment pro-
ject (KP-hciP)&#39; with the aims of mitigating GBV and violence against children in 
1000 schools in 13 districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. A seminar on &#39;Transforming 
education, emerging issues of Gender- Based Violence and child Protection&#39; was 
held here Friday to create a safe learning environment for children and to reach 1000 
schools, conducting comprehensive training sessions with, school teachers, represent-
atives of Parent Teacher councils (PTcs), Village Network Forums (VNFs), and Village 
education committees (Vecs). The event was attended by representatives from differ-
ent Government departments, civil society, local community, school management and 
students from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and islamabad. These sessions will mainly focus 
on addressing issues of Gender Based Violence, Violence Against children, Sexual 
harassment and Sexual exploitation and Abuse with sensitivity and efficiency. The 
training will empower the 1000 GBV Focal Persons to effectively address GBV, VAc, 
Sh and SeA, ensuring the implementation of the code of conduct, Grievance and re-
ferral Mechanism.  chief Guest of the event, Ms. Nilofar Bakhtiar chairperson Nation-
al commission on the Status of women (NcSw) while addressing the seminar said, 
“Let&#39;s begin by recognizing the context we are addressing the widespread gen-
der disparities and the issues of gender-based violence and child protection. Statistics 
are alarming, according to international and national reports every third woman faces 
violence and a child is abused every two hours. This is also a fact that reported cases are 
just a tip of the ice berg. The project is a direct response to these challenges&quot.—APP
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Briefs
Minister 

inaugurates 
Vehicle 

Inspection , 
Licensing App

iSLAMABAD: Provincial 
Minister for Transport 
ibrahim hassan Murad on 
Friday inaugurated the Ve-
hicle inspection and Licens-
ing App in a ceremony held 
here at the Punjab Trans-
port company’s office. The 
ceremony was attended by 
Secretary Transport Ahmad 
Javed Qazi, ceO Punjab 
Transport company Faiq 
Ahmed, enforcement in-
spectors and officers from
the transport department. 
ibrahim Murad congratu-
lated the iT and the trans-
port department teams, 
expressing optimism that 
the app would lead to a 
90% reduction in axle-load 
traffic violations. The 
minister highlighted the 
department&#39;s goal 
to eliminate paper-based 
challans, stating that with 
the efficient team, the 
journey towards e-challans 
had begun. The Vehicle 
inspection and Licensing 
App aims to curb fake and 
bogus challans complaints, 
marking a significant step 
towards digital transforma-
tion.  The minister empha-
sized that with e-challans, 
transparency and real-time 
information retrieval had 
become possible, heralding 
a new era in transportation. 
Secretary Transport Ahmad 
Javed Qazi said that the app 
would also facilitate savings 
in challans printing and en-
hance transparency in the 
inspection process. The 
app ensures both driver and 
vehicle accountability, pro-
viding immediate data on 
the type, location, and vio-
lation and the drivers would 
receive a message on their 
registered mobile numbers 
upon issuance of a challan, 
the secretary added.—APP

Plastic material 
export increases 

33.76% to 
$145m in 
 5 months

iSLAMABAD: The export 
of plastic materials from 
the country witnessed an 
increase of 33.76 per cent 
during the first five months 
of the current financial year 
(2023-24) as compared to the 
corresponding period of last 
year.  Pakistan exported plas-
tic material worth $145.213 
million during July-Novem-
ber (2023-24) as compared 
to the export of $108.561 mil-
lion during July-November 
(2022-23), showing growth of 
33.76 per cent, according to 
the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics (PBS). in terms of 
quantity, plastic export also 
surged by 112.07 per cent 
from 68,100 metric tons to 
144,422 metric tons, the 
data revealed. Meanwhile, 
year-on-year basis plastic 
exports increased by 59.85 
per cent during November 
2023 as compared to the 
same month of last year. 
The plastic material exports 
in November 2023 were re-
corded at US $28.888 mil-
lion against the export of 
$18.072 million in Novem-
ber 2022, the PBS data 
revealed. On a month-on-
month basis, the exports 
of plastic however dipped 
by 2.16 per cent in Novem-
ber 2023 when compared 
to $29.526 million in Octo-
ber 2023.—APP

FJWU 
celebrates 

25th 
anniversary

rAwALPiNDi: Fatima 
Jinnah women Universi-
ty (FJwU) has marked its 
25th Annual Day with a 
grand event, showcasing a 
quarter-century of academ-
ic brilliance and success. 
The day commenced with 
a heartfelt Dua and Quran 
Khawani, where the prayers 
were offered for the growth 
and prosperity of FJwU, its 
dedicated faculty, staff, and 
students. extending their 
wishes beyond the univer-
sity, the prayers were also 
dedicated to the continued 
prosperity and growth of 
Pakistan. A multitude of 
faculty, staff, and students 
participated in the Quran 
Khawani and Dua, embod-
ying the collective spirit of 
gratitude and optimism that 
defines the FJwU commu-
nity. The day featured vari-
ous events and celebratory 
gatherings resonating with 
the harmonies of the Na-
tional and FJwU Anthems, 
emphasizing the universi-
ty&#39;s commitment to 
national ientity and pride 
in its accomplishments. 
Prof. Dr. Uzaira rafique, 
Vice chancellor, graced the 
occasion, taking a moment 
to applaud the unwavering 
dedication of FJwU&#39;s 
exceptional faculty and 
staff. in her address, Prof. 
Dr. Uzaira rafique illumi-
nated the remarkable jour-
ney of success and growth, 
emphasizing significant 
milestones achieved over 
the past 25 years.—APP

Dadhocha Dam to usher  
raof progress: Dr. Jamal

he said that the cost of this project is 15 billion rupees and the payment of land 
for this project has started and this project will continue with its full speed

DNa
rAwALPiNDi: Provincial Minis-
ter for Primary and Secondary 
healthcare and Population wel-
fare Dr. Jamal Nasir has said that 
Punjab chief Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi took personal interest and 
laid the foundation stone of Dadho-
cha Dam which is an indispensable 
project for the people of rawalpin-
di. he said the project, which has 
been stalled for years, is &#39;on 
the track&#39; and the project is 
planned to be completed in less 
than two years. This was said by 
Provincial Minister Dr. Jamal Nasir 
on the occasion of
his visit to Dadhocha Dam. Dr. Ja-
mal Nasir is monitoring in-charge 
of chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi 
for all the development projects of 
rawalpindi. he was given a detailed 
briefing regarding Dadhocha Dam. 
Dr. Jamal Nasir made a detailed 
inspection of the ongoing work on 
Dadhocha Dam and issued nec-
essary instructions. On this occa-
sion, Provincial Minister Dr. Jamal 
Nasir said that Dadhocha Dam has 
become indispensable to meet the 
water needs of rawalpindi and all 
the obstacles in the construction 
of this dam have been removed 
and now this project is going on 
with full speed. he said that chief 
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi is 
determined to complete all the on-
going development projects across 

the province at lightning speed and 
the speed with which development 
projects have been completed in 
this short time is unprecedented 
in the history of the province. Dr. 
Jamal Nasir said that the process of 
land purchase for Dadhocha

Dam is going on and now it will not 
be hindered and in this regard com-
missioner rawalpindi Liaquat Ali 
chatha has performed his duties 
very diligently and wisely. he said 
that without Dadhocha Dam, the 
water needs of rawalpindi cannot 

be met in any case and plans have 
been made to complete the project 
ahead of time so that this impor-
tant project of public interest can 
be completed as soon as possible. 
Dr. Jamal Nasir said that the height 
of the project is 123 feet while its 

length is 737 feet and it will provide 
35 million gallons of water per day 
to rawalpindi. he said that the cost 
of this project is 15 billion rupees 
and the payment of land for this pro-
ject has started and this project will 
continue with its full speed.

Businesses more 
confident about future 

iSLAMABAD:  Largely negative about 
their ongoing prospects, the country’s 
business owners have started gaining 
confidence, and their expectations for 
a better future have risen 42% from 
the previous quarter, shows a latest 
survey. “relatively fewer business 
owners are pessimistic about future 
conditions and the direction of the 
country compared to Quarter 2,” ac-
cording to a Gallup Pakistan Survey 
with business owners in the third 
quarter of 2023 for the Gallup Busi-

ness confidence index report. it said 
business insecurity though persists 
because of the prevailing economic 
and political crises, businesses are 
more upbeat about their future. “infla-
tion, utility bills and political instabil-
ity cause growing concern among the 
business community, but overall few-
er businesses express hopelessness 
compared to the previous quarter,” 
it said. Asked about their expecta-
tions for future business conditions, 
the businesses were surprisingly 

optimistic and 61% expressed posi-
tive expectations while 38% expect 
things to worsen. The net future 
business confidence score has im-
proved by 42% since the spring and 
is now at 22%, according to survey 
report. The businessmen’s per-
ceptions about the direction of the 
country have also improved since 
the previous two quarters with 26% 
of respondents saying Pakistan is 
heading in the right direction. The 
Direction of the country score has 
increased to -47% that is 30 percent-
age points more than a quarter ago.  
The overall confidence of the busi-
ness community, however, was low 
since economic crises have been 
looming since 2022.—DNA

2023 has been a tough year 
for the masses and businesses

During this time, the rupee became like tissue paper, inflation 
reached a rate of 39 percent, and the purchasing power of the 

people was exhausted. electricity and gas prices and bank markup 
rates skyrocketed, due to which many businesses closed, while 

production was badly affected and exports fell
iSLAMABAD: chairman of 
National Business Group 
Pakistan, President Pa-
kistan Businessmen and 
intellectuals Forum, All 
Karachi industrial Alliance, 
and former provincial min-
ister Mian zahid hussain 
said on Friday that the out-
going year was extremely 
challenging for the public 
and businesses. During this 
year, the nation frequently 
verged on bankruptcy, and 
people&#39;s lives deterio-
rated due to the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis, while many found 
it impossible to conduct 
any business at all, he said. 
Mian zahid hussain said 
that the country was saved 
from bankruptcy due to the 
iMF’s loan and the deferral 
of debt payments by Sau-
di Arabia, china, and the 
UAe. Talking to the busi-
ness community, the vet-
eran business leader said 

that people were cornered 
due to inflation, while po-
litical instability made it 
almost impossible for many 
to do business. During the 
current year, the country 
has suffered the worst eco-
nomic crisis in its history, 
while the experiences of 
economic managers have 
worsened the situation. 
During this time, the ru-
pee became like tissue 
paper, inflation reached 
a rate of 39 percent, and 
the purchasing power of 
the people was exhausted. 
electricity and gas prices 
and bank markup rates 
skyrocketed, due to which 
many businesses closed, 
while production was badly 
affected and exports fell. 
The GDP rate decreased 
alarmingly, and the people 
became disillusioned with 
the country&#39;s future, 
due to which millions of 

people started moving to 
other countries in search 
of employment, he said.   
Mian zahid hussain further 
said that due to the meas-
ures taken by the previous 
governments to promote 
reputation, there was a 
record increase in circu-
lar debt, and people were 
forced to pay the bills by 
selling household items 
to pay bills.   During this 
year, many people com-
mitted suicides due to in-
flation and inflated power 
bills; the incidents of ter-
rorism increased; dozens 
of military personnel were 
martyred, due to which 
relations with neighboring 
countries deteriorated; 
and the process of evict-
ing people residing illegal-
ly in Pakistan was started, 
but the security situation 
remained precarious.  
During the same year, 

the army took commend-
able steps to improve the 
economy, including es-
tablishing the SiFc. The 
announcement of the elec-
tion date, the establish-
ment of a caretaker gov-
ernment, legal measures 
against PTi, the impris-
onment of former Prime 
Minister imran Khan, and 
the return of Nawaz Sha-
rif are among the most 
important political events 
of this year  ian zahid hus-
sain further said that due 
to the role of the army in 
economic matters, things 
have improved, the possi-
bility of heavy investment 
from friendly countries has 
increased, and the situation 
has started to improve at 
the end of this painful year.   
There is a break in prices, 
and it is hoped that politi-
cal and economic affairs 
will improve, he  said.

Traffic flow needs 
to be regulated

Sh baNgaSh

iSLAMABAD: Traffic flow 
is the hallmark of any coun-
try&#39;s civilization and 
this is the reason why edu-
cated societies have better 
traffic flow and less road 
accidents. where Pakistan 
is far behind in every field 
compared to the rest of the 
world, it is also facing ex-
treme difficulties in traffic 
matters. There was a time 
when compared to other 
cities of Pakistan, islama-
bad was known for smooth 
traffic, safe travel and best 
roads. But in the last few 
years, a new trend has come 
to be seen in the federal 
capital as now the driving 
in capital is just like other 
cities in which you face the 
risk that no one knows when 
a bike rider or a car driver 
will hit your car while trave-
ling from the wrong side of 
the road. where the islama-
bad used to be famous for its 
excellent driving compared 

to other cities, now if you 
travel in any area of islam-
abad you will see motorists 
bickering on the roadside. 
No one is ready to accept 
his mistake. According to 
the traffic authorities 24 
per cent of the respondents 
drive cars without a license 
in Pakistan with 41 per cent 
of them being even below 
the age of 21 years. After all 
that, who is the responsible 
for this? what is the reason 
that, along with all other 
problems we are now seri-
ously suffering from traffic 
problems? indeed, the main 
reason for all that issues are 
people by their self. it is our 
city and our country and we 
have to beautify it by our-
selves.  Now if we talk about 
islamabad expressway from 
all over the city ,it is the 
main highway of islamabad 
which is the road connect-
ing Punjab to islamabad.it 
is surprising a lot that main 
highway is much neglected 
especially early in the morn-
ing where children from 

schools and colleges use 
this road to head towards 
their institutions in islam-
abad. Due to heavy traffic 
they are facing many dan-
gerous situations because 
of the rush driving of heavy 
traffic vehicles, whose entry 
is prohibited from 07:00 AM 
till 11:00 PM. But due to the 
negligence of traffic police 
personnel such traffic seen 
doing rough driving with zig 
zagging on such busy high-
way at dawn. Now there is 
a question that where the 
traffic police is, at this cru-
cial time, who is responsible 
for the lack of traffic police 
performance. in this matter 
we talk to one of the traffic 
police personal to know the 
lagging of performance. 
But it was surprising for 
the reporting team that the 
personal blamed his own 
department for deploying 
less personnel for morning 
duty. Now how much he 
was sincere to his state-
ment, it’s upon the depart-
ment to investigate.

ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf giving 
away efficiency shield to the winning unit of Pakistan Navy for best 

performance during Fleet Efficiency Competition Parade.—DNA

Pak Navy conducts 
fleet annual efficiency 

competition parade
iSLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Fleet Annual efficiency competition Parade was held here 
at Pakistan Navy Dockyard upon the culmination of the operational year.chief of 
the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf graced the occasion as chief Guest that 
marked the culmination of a rewarding and eventful operational year for Pakistan 
Navy ships, submarines and aircrafts, a Pakistan Navy news release said. Upon ar-
rival at the venue, the chief guest was received by commander Pakistan Fleet Vice 
Admiral Muhammad Faisal Abbasi and a smartly turned-out contingent presented 
the Guard of honour. The chief of the Naval Staff expressed complete satisfaction 
and confidence over the operational preparedness of the Pakistan Navy Fleet. he 
acknowledged and praised the dedication and professionalism of officers and men 
in successfully achieving operational objectives and milestones for the year 2023.  
The Admiral commended PN Fleet’s efforts and contributions towards maritime 
security. The chief guest also mentioned the modernization plan of the Pakistan 
Navy wherein various platforms are being inducted in the Fleet. he underscored 
that induction of these platforms will immensely contribute towards capability 
enhancement of the Fleet. he also dilated upon the evolving maritime security 
environment in the region which requires the Pakistan Navy to remain ever-vig-
ilant and fully prepared to safeguard national maritime interests. The Admiral 
urged all the participants to be fully cognizant of the latest technologies and work 
with utmost dedication and honesty. earlier, in his welcome address, command-
er Pakistan Fleet Vice Admiral Muhammad Faisal Abbasi highlighted PN Fleet’s 
operational achievements during last year. he further highlighted that PN Fleet 
maintained high level of combat readiness throughout the year while Fleet units 
participated in various Bilateral and Multilateral exercises in home and foreign 
waters besides undertaking regional Maritime Security Patrols and Overseas De-
ployments. During the ceremony, the chief of the Naval Staff gave away efficiency 
trophies to units adjudged best in their respective squadrons and interacted with 
Officers and cPOs/ Sailors of Pakistan Navy Fleet.—DNA
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The view on a second
 Trump presidency

DPP’s door best place for 
election meddling charge

T he great spectre haunting 2024 is the threat of Donald Trump triumph-
ing in November’s election. A second stint in the Oval Office would have 
grim repercussions for the US and the world. he dominates the repub-

lican race for the presidential candidacy, while recent polls showed him beating 
Joe Biden in five of the six key battleground states, and besting the president on 
issues including the economy and national security. The Biden administration 
has overseen a striking economic recovery in tough global conditions, but vot-
ers don’t feel the improvement. The president’s handling of the war in Gaza is 
alienating core supporters. he inspires little enthusiasm. Democrats point out 
that there’s a long way to go and that November’s off-year election results point 
to a brighter picture. Mr Trump faces a dizzying array of legal cases, though the 
most significant may not move to a trial before the election. while they boost the 
belief of diehard admirers that he is being persecuted, some supporters say he 
should not stand if convicted. it’s not impossible that he might run from a prison 
cell. Mr Trump is already teeing voters up to declare a Biden victory fraudulent 
again. election officials have been bombarded with death threats. convictions 
for the January 6 storming of the capitol were welcome and necessary, but his 
supporters remain armed and dangerous. what would Mr Trump’s return to the 
white house mean for America and the world? Nothing good. For all the volatil-
ity of his presidency, he delivered on key pledges for his followers: his supreme 
court appointments led to the overturning of roe v wade. Authoritarians don’t 
improve with power: quite the opposite. Mr Trump’s first term began with “al-
ternative facts” about his inauguration and ended with the big lie that the 2020 
election was stolen from him. his recent statements make 2016’s inflammatory 
rhetoric look almost mealy-mouthed. he declared that he would be a dictator, 
though only on “day one”, because “i want a wall and i want to drill, drill, drill”. 
his language is not merely racist but echoes the invective of Nazi Germany: 
immigrants are “poisoning the blood of our country”, while “communists, Marx-
ists, fascists and the radical-left thugs” are “vermin”. Sycophantic state: what is 
truly alarming this time is not merely that he has declared his intentions loud 
and clear, it is that his backers have drawn up action plans to implement his 
talking points, and that he faces fewer political, institutional or legal constraints. 
“You cannot count on those institutions to restrain him,” said former republi-
can congresswoman Liz cheney, who fears that her country is “sleepwalking 
into dictatorship”. Ms cheney is a rare exception to the rule that republican 
politicians have ultimately fallen into line even when they briefly balked at his 
extremes. A re-elected President Trump would benefit from a more compliant 
congress (though there’s speculation that Democrats might win back the house 
while the GOP takes the Senate). And having set out his stall, he could claim a 
mandate from the people. he would not appoint those who might thwart his will 
this time. “The lesson he learned was to hire sycophants,” his former chief of 
staff John Kelly observed. he boasts that he would “dismantle the deep state”.

T he customs Tariff commission last week announced that start-
ing from the beginning of next year a total of 12 items of chemi-
cal products from Taiwan, including propylene and para-xylene, 

will stop enjoying the preferential tax rates stipulated by the economic 
cooperation Framework Agreement. Beijing said the move was in re-
sponse to the “unilateral, discriminatory trade restrictions” the island’s 
authorities had imposed on products from the chinese mainland that 
breach the cross-Strait free trade agreement. The comprehensive eco-
nomic pact lists 806 goods approved for tariff reductions and is intended 
to lower the barriers to commerce and promote cross-Strait trade. it 
was signed by the two sides across the Taiwan Strait in June 2010 on 
the basis of the 1992 consensus. Soon after announcing the tariff move, 
the mainland authorities said that they are willing to work with relevant 
parties in Taiwan and offer assistance for the resumption of exports of 
Taiwan’s agricultural and aquatic products to the mainland. in light of 
this, the mainland authorities announced that, based on an assessment 
of the rectification efforts of the island’s grouper farmers, they had given 
a green light to the resumption of grouper imports from Taiwan, which 
were suspended in June 2022 because of safety issues. The main-
land’s twin announcements prompted some people on the island who 
are ill-disposed toward the chinese mainland to claim that Beijing 
was employing a carrot and stick approach to influence the upcom-
ing election on the island. But the recent decision by the chinese 
mainland to end tariff concessions for some Taiwan products was jus-
tified given the island’s authorities have imposed restrictions and bans 
against mainland products, which are aimed at politicizing trade issues 
and undermining cross-Strait trade cooperation. The island’s business 
circle should blame the ruling Democratic Progressive Party for such 
an undesirable outcome as it was the DPP that has flouted the ecFA.
Since taking office, the DPP, with its pro-independence agenda and reck-
less separatist deeds, has done more harm than good to the smooth 
implementation of the ecFA. The DPP authorities have not only violat-
ed the ecFA rules by imposing discriminatory restrictions on mainland 
goods, they have also refused to recognize the 1992 consensus. So it 
is the DPP authorities that bear the responsibility now that the ecFA 
is experiencing some headwinds. The suspension and reinstatement of 
approval for imports of grouper from the island are entirely due to the ac-
tions of the industry on the island. As for the allegation that the mainland 
is seeking to influence the local leadership election on the island, those 
making the allegation are the ones attempting to do that.
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Far-right renaissance haunts Europe

chaudhary rehmat Ali and the creation of Pakistan

Chris Doyle

Fatima Rasheed

J UST how strong is the far right in europe? And 
is it getting more popular? These are questions 
that trouble many people. Democrats question 

what it means for european liberal democratic politics 
and the institutions that ensure equality and the rule 
of law. Anti-racism campaigners are alarmed by what 
this signifies for european societies. european Mus-
lims, perennially depicted as outsiders and scapegoats 
for so many issues, ponder what is in store for them. 
Jewish communities are understandably terrified. Asy-
lum seekers and refugees wonder if fortress europe is 
going to become even more hostile. Others fear just 
how much all this benefits the agenda of President 
Vladimir Putin of russia. The answers are far from 
simple. it is a mixed picture. Sometimes it is hard to 
determine whether the far right’s status is as a result 
of a continental trend, a specific country or regional 
issues. how scared should democrats be? Are these 
far-right movements capable of crashing european de-
mocracies? The increasing success of the far right is 
not an overnight phenomenon. Many will recall the po-
litical earthquake that was the success of Jorg haider 
in Austria, when his Freedom Party won 27 percent of 
the vote in 1999. As with italy, there was never really 
any national soul-searching in Austria after the Second 
world war, which perhaps explains why the far right 
was never really ostracized as it was in other countries. 
in the Netherlands, Pim Fortuyn was almost an iconic 
figure, a status cemented by his assassination in 2002. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen reached the runoff in the French 
presidential election of the same year.
Some far-right parties are in power, either running 
governments or as part of a coalition. hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban is the longest-serv-
ing eU leader and a champion of the far right who 
prides himself on standing up to Brussels, NATO and 
even embracing Putin. Giorgia Meloni, a leader with 
neo-fascist roots, has been the italian prime minister 
for more than a year. So far, she has perhaps not been 
as extreme in office as on the campaign trail, but 
nonetheless she still wholeheartedly embraces the 
central tenets of the far right and has praised Benito 
Mussolini. in Finland, the far-right Finns Party came 
second in April’s general election with 46 seats, only 
two behind the conservative National coalition Party. 
The Finns Party got seven seats in the ensuing coa-
lition government’s cabinet and forced it into much 
tougher anti-immigration positions. in Slovakia, rob-
ert Fico and his Smer party won the September par-
liamentary election. This is a man who once stated 
that “islam has no place in Slovakia.”
Other states may soon have the far right at the helm. 
its followers have scored some impressive results, 
most recently in the Netherlands, where the Party for 
Freedom led by Geert wilders won the most seats 
in last month’s election. wilders is perhaps the most 
anti-Muslim of all of europe’s far-right leaders. The 

Freedom Party of Austria looks likely to win the Aus-
trian elections in 2024. in March, the Portuguese will 
go to the polls, with the right-wing bloc, supported by 
the far-right chega party, favorites to form the next 
government. But the far right does not have it all its 
own way. consider Poland. in its general election of 
Oct. 15, liberal leader Donald Tusk and his allies de-
feated the right-wing nationalist Law and Justice par-
ty. The UK’s conservative Party, which has at times 
veered very close to the far right, looks like losing 
its hold on power after 14 years in office in elections 
likely to be held in 2024. The anti-immigration Alter-
native for Germany became the third-largest party in 
Germany, as well as the largest opposition group, af-
ter the federal elections of 2017, but it did not fare so 
well in 2021. For democrats, anti-racism campaigners 
and those who value the goals of the eU, all of this is 
alarming. Many ask if democracy will suddenly crash 
or if it will die a slow, painful death. They see the 
far-right discourse as having become mainstream and 
normalized. The success of these groups has shifted 
politics. where once mainstream conservative par-
ties would shy away from any association with the 
likes of Le Pen, many now openly consider working 
with them in coalition governments. They are no 
longer beyond the pale. immigration policies have 
toughened almost everywhere, even in countries that 
used to be seen as immigrant-friendly. racism is very 
much a factor. in a poll of 6,752 people of African 
descent in 13 eU countries, half stated that they had 
experienced discrimination, up 6 percent from a 2016 
survey. The report, “Being Black in the eU,” should 
have opened eyes to the risks, but has it?
european Muslims have much to fear. it is not just the 
far right that has adopted an islamophobic approach, 
even if such groups are leading the pack. The Gaza 
crisis has just highlighted how anti-Muslim and an-
ti-Arab much of the european political class is. what 
is the attraction of the far right? Often, voting for the 
far right is a form of protest. This is a dangerous trend, 
with voters naively assuming far-right populists have 
no chance of achieving power. One of the curious ele-
ments is that many vote for such extremist movements 
not because they necessarily approve of their agenda 
in full, but perhaps only one outstanding issue. i spoke 
to some wilders supporters in rotterdam. They liked 
his anti-immigrant, anti-Muslim rhetoric and positions, 
but they despised his call for “Nexit” — the Nether-
lands leaving the eU. The idea that europe is full up 
and overcrowded is a perennial theme. it was a key 
driver behind the UK voting to leave the eU in 2016. 
Polls often show that voters have a wildly exaggerated 
sense of exactly how many immigrants have come to 
their countries or how many Muslims live there. This 
is tied to the enduring belief that “indigenous” popula-
tions are being replaced. i met Meloni supporters near 
Milan. One was clear that, for her, “Meloni is the first 

leader for a long time who spoke up for italians, who 
put italian interests first.” This is a continual theme: 
that so-called indigenous populations have been cast 
aside and ignored. This means that solutions to the 
immigration issue must be found, but they need to 
be properly thought out and not pander to base in-
stincts. They should appreciate how much an aging 
europe actually needs and benefits from immigrant 
communities and labor. Are economic issues a fac-
tor? The 2008 financial crash, the cOViD-19 pan-
demic and the cost-of-living crisis have combined to 
spark a sense of economic insecurity. A recent euro-
barometer poll found that 73 percent of respondents 
in the eU think that their standard of living will go 
down in the next year. This makes many feel less 
welcoming of migrants, who are too often perceived 
as coming to take jobs. Many point to the parallels 
of the 1930s and the rise of fascist parties after the 
1929 crash. has politics just become more polarized? 
The far left and the Greens are doing well too, such 
as in Germany and in the last european Parliament 
elections in 2019. is this a crisis of the center in pol-
itics? have consensus and compromise disappeared?
could disorder and extremism spill over to the 
streets? rioting in Dublin in November indicated that 
this could be the case, as the irish far right bared 
its teeth. Observers have been warning about this 
for some time, even though no far-right politicians 
have yet been elected in ireland. To what extent 
will policies be affected? immigration policies have 
toughened almost everywhere, even in countries that 
used to be seen as immigrant-friendly. Other issues 
may get blocked by far-right parties. Orban is deter-
mined to prevent Ukraine’s accession path to eU 
membership, which needs unanimity among the ex-
isting 27 members. will the far right act as a brake 
on the inexorable expansion of the eU itself and its 
ever closer integration? euroskepticism is now wide-
spread, including on the left. All this will matter in 
eU politics in 2024. The european elections in June 
will be a crucial barometer of the level of support for 
the far right, the popularity of the eU itself and, in 
many ways, the direction of travel for the continent. 
Further ahead, many are nervous about the French 
presidential elections in 2027, with Marine Le Pen 
being seen as a shoo-in for the second round and very 
much a contender for the presidency. The traditional 
parties need to wake up. They are not seen as deliver-
ing at all and are often perceived as out of touch with 
the concerns of citizens. The same can be said for the 
eU in Brussels, which is often seen as antidemocrat-
ic and unaccountable. it is time for bolder leadership 
that addresses the challenges and finds solutions in a 
constructive, evidence-based fashion, but with vigor. 
The renaissance of the far right in europe is not inev-
itable but it cannot be ruled out either. 

– Sourced by Arab News.

c hAUDhArY rehmat Ali was a key per-
son in the early movement to create a 
separate Muslim state, which later be-

came Pakistan. in his well-known 1933 pam-
phlet titled “Now or Never: Are we to live or 
perish forever,” he strongly advocated for the 
establishment of a separate nation for Muslims 
in South Asia. Born in 1897 in British india, re-
hmat Ali played a crucial role in expressing the 
ideological foundation for the demand for a dis-
tinct homeland. rehmat Ali, an important fig-
ure in the pre-independence history of British 
india, is best known for introducing the term 
“Pakistan” and pushing for a separate nation 
for Muslims. in his influential 1933 pamphlet, 
he articulated the idea of a distinct Muslim 
state to protect the political and social rights 
of Muslims in the subcontinent. his vision for 
Pakistan aimed at providing a homeland where 
Muslims could freely practice their religion 
and preserve their cultural identity.
rehmat Ali’s call for a separate nation gained 
momentum, contributing to the demand for the 
partition of india in 1947. while his conceptu-
alization of the independence movement faced 
challenges and differences with other leaders, 
his impact went beyond coining the term “Pa-
kistan.” his ideas laid the groundwork for the 
eventual creation of the nation, and his legacy re-
mains integral to Pakistan’s historical narrative, 
reflecting the complexities and diverse perspec-
tives during the struggle for independence. reh-
mat Ali’s vision was not just a theoretical idea but 
a passionate response to what he saw as the ur-
gent need to safeguard the interests of Muslims 

in a predominantly hindu-majority india. Despite 
facing challenges and disagreements with other 
leaders within the independence movement, his 
impassioned plan for a separate nation left an 
indelible mark on the trajectory of South Asian 
history. The realization of Pakistan in 1947 owed 
much to the groundwork laid by visionaries like 
rehmat Ali, who, despite facing complexities and 
divergent views, played a pivotal role in shaping 
the contours of the post-colonial subcontinent. 
his idea for Pakistan was to have a place where 
Muslims could freely practice their religion and 
preserve their cultural identity. Ali called for a 
separate nation, which gained momentum for 
the partition of india in 1947. however, he faced 
challenges and differences with other leaders 
during the independence movement.
chaudhary rehmat Ali’s impact goes beyond just 
coining the term “Pakistan.” his ideas laid the 
groundwork for the eventual creation of the na-
tion. his legacy is integral to Pakistan’s histor-
ical narrative, reflecting the complexities with-
in the broader struggle for independence. Ali’s 
vision wasn’t just a theoretical concept; it was 
a passionate response to the perceived need to 
safeguard Muslim interests in a hindu-majori-
ty india. Despite his influential role in shaping 
the discourse, Ali encountered challenges and 
disagreements with other leaders in the inde-
pendence movement. his impassioned plea for 
a separate nation left an indelible mark on South 
Asian history. The realization of Pakistan in 1947 
owed much to the groundwork laid by visionar-
ies like Ali, who played a pivotal role in shaping 
the post-colonial subcontinent despite facing 

complexities and divergent views. chaudhary 
rehmat Ali’s efforts and ideas significantly in-
fluenced the political landscape of British india, 
leading to the eventual creation of Pakistan. his 
advocacy introduced the term “Pakistan” and ar-
ticulated the vision for a separate Muslim state. 
This resonated with many, contributing to the 
demand for the partition of india in 1947. how-
ever, Ali’s journey was not without challenges 
and disagreements within the leadership of the 
independence movement. The complexities of 
the political environment, coupled with differing 
perspectives among leaders, influenced unfolding 
events. Despite these challenges, chaudhary re-
hmat Ali’s contribution is evident in the creation 
of Pakistan as an independent nation for Muslims. 
in terms of legacy, chaudhary rehmat Ali is re-
membered as a key figure in the early concep-
tualization of Pakistan. his ideas continue to be 
part of the illegal creation’s historical narrative, 
and he is recognized for advocating for the rights 
and interests of Muslims in the subcontinent. The 
result of his legacy can be seen in the cultural and 
political landscape of a nation that emerged from 
the struggle for independence. in the last i thank 
full to Sir Dr. Muhammad Akram zaheer for his 
invaluable assistance in helping me to write an 
article. his expertise, guidance and unwavering 
support throughout the entire process have been 
instrumental in shaping the article into its final 
form. his deep knowledge and insightful feedback 
not only enriched the content but also improved 
my overall understanding of the subject matter.

– The writer is student of BBIT University 
of Okara. Email: fc9958330@gmail.com

The increasing success 
of the far right is not an 
overnight phenomenon. 

Many will recall the political 
earthquake that was the 
success of Jorg haider in 

Austria, when his Freedom 
Party won 27 percent of the 
vote in 1999. As with italy, 
there was never really any 
national soul-searching in 
Austria after the Second 

world war, which perhaps 
explains why the far right 

was never really ostracized 
as it was in other countries. 

in the Netherlands, Pim 
Fortuyn was almost an iconic 
figure, a status cemented by 

his assassination in 2002. 
Jean-Marie Le Pen reached 

the runoff in the French 
presidential election of the 
same year. Some far-right 

parties are in power, either 
running governments or as 

part of a coalition. hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban 

is the longest-serving eU 
leader and a champion of the 
far right who prides himself...
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just coining the term 
“Pakistan.” his ideas 
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the nation. his legacy 
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within broader struggle for 
independence. Ali’s vision 

wasn’t just a oretical concept; 
it was a passionate...
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iSLAMABAD:Pakistan’s top play-
ers Aqeel Khan and Muhammad 
Shoaib enterned into the final of 
the 8th Serena hotels National 
ranking championship by defeat-
ing Muhammad Abid and Muzza-
mil Murtaza in the men’s singles 
semi-final round here at the SDA-
PTF Tennis complex on Friday.
in the first semi final, experi-
enced Aqeel won the first set 
with conceding the  three points 
against the lower-ranked player 
Muhammad Abid. Aqeel did not 
allow their opponent to settle and 
easily bagged the second set 6-3 
and with it the match to qualify 
for the final. in the second semi 
final Muhammad Shoaib stunned 
Muzzamil Murtaza in the close 
contest of three set game and won 
the match by  6-3,4-6,6-3.
Aisam ul haq Qureshi and  Aqeel 

Khan will play the men’s doubles fi-
nal against Barkatullah and Yousaf 
Khalil which will held on Saturday 
(Today). Results: Men’s Singles 
Semi-Finals:  Aqeel Khan bt Mu-
hammad Abid 6-3,6-3; Muhammad 
Shoaib bt Muzammil Murtaza 
6-3,4-6,6-3.  Ladies Singles Quar-
ter-Finals:  Amna Ali Qayum bt 
Mahrukh Sajid 6-1,6-3; Sarah Mah-
boob Khan bt Labika Durab 6-0,6-0. 
Men’s Doubles Semi-Finals: Aisam 
ul haq Qureshi / Aqeel Khan bt 
Muzammil Murtaza/ Muhammad 
Shoaib 6-7(3),6-4(10-4); Barkatul-
lah / Yousaf Khalil bt Muhammad 
Abid/ Shahzad Khan7-5,6-3. Boys 
18 & under  Semi-Finals: Ahmed 
Nael Qureshi bt hamza roman 
6-3,6-1; hamza Aasim bt Asadullah 
6-2,6-3. Boys 14 & under Quar-
ter-Finals: ruhaab Faisal bt haz-
iq Areejo 4-2,4-1; Sameer zaman 
bt Ansarullah 4-0,4-0; Abdul Ba-
sit bt haziq Aasim 4-2,4-2; Amir 
Mazari razik Sultan 4-0,5-3.  

Aqeel, Shoaib enter final’s of Serena Hotels C’ship
Aisam ul Haq Qureshi and  Aqeel Khan will play the men's 

doubles final against Barkatullah and Yousaf Khalil

Briefs
Does 

caretaker...
From PAge 01

The additional attorney gen-
eral and Adiala jail superin-
tendent also appeared in 
court during the hearing of 
the plea. Both the attorney 
general and advocate gener-
al objected to the plea, in-
viting the court’s ire. “was 
the additional note from the  
Supreme court not enough 
for you? After the Supreme 
court, do you want me to 
write a note against you?” 
Justice Aurangzeb asked, 
slamming both the govern-
ment representatives. The 
judge stated that the attor-
ney general and advocate 
general’s office represent 
the caretaker government 
and should be impartial.

ECP moves 
top court...

From PAge 01
courts is not barred under 
Section 236 of the elec-
tions Act, 2017, the ecP 
questioned, adding as to 
whether the impugned or-
der of the high court was 
liable to be set aside as 
it amounted to derailing 
the election process. The 
ecP questioned whether 
the high court could sus-
pend the ecP notification 
without first issuing notice 
to the ecP and without af-
fording an opportunity to 
explain that there in fact 
existed a valid reason for 
substitution of the earlier 
notified returning officer 
with another official which 
was on medical grounds. 
The ecP submitted that the 
candidates for an election 
did not have a vested right 
in their nomination papers 
scrutinised by a particular 
returning officer, furnishing 
them locus standi to invoke 
writ jurisdiction of the high 
court in that regard.

PTI alleges 
conspiracie...

From PAge 01
‘bat’ was not just the PTi’s 
electoral symbol but was 
also the symbol of the ex-
pectations of the Pakistani 
nation. “The Supreme 
court has settled that 
snatching the electoral 
symbol is equivalent to dis-
solving a political party and 
this right only lies with the 
apex court in Article 17 [of 
the constitution],” he said. 
“All these political leaders 
[of the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement] won’t be 
able to gain anything on 
February 8. They will all 
lose their seats if free, fair 
and transparent elections 
are conducted,” Barrister 
Gohar asserted. “There-
fore they are trying to take 
‘bat’ away from us.”

ECP to 
display...
From PAge 01

women and minorities’ 
candidates will continue 
until January 13. Sep-
arately, the electoral 
watchdog had issued a 
notification regarding 
the provision of level 
playing field to all polit-
ical parties. The letter, 
addressed to the Pun-
jab inspector general of 
police (iGP) and chief 
secretary, comes in re-
sponse to a letter written 
by the party to the ecP 
seeking a level playing 
field.  The ecP directed 
the authorities to provide 
a level playing field for all 
candidates and political 
parties. it says that no 
candidate of any political 
party, including the PTi, 
should be deprived of 
contesting the elections.

Shehbaz 
calls for 

collective...
From PAge 01

has now been renum-
bered to NA-242. earlier, 
party sources had told 
Dawn that one of the 
main reasons why Sheh-
baz was contesting from 
Karachi was to negate 
the impression that the 
city has never been im-
portant for the PML-N. 
his candidature was one 
of the points agreed upon 
with MQM-P leaders dur-
ing a recent meeting. The 
party had planned to field 
Mustafa Kamal from the 
same constituency but 
reportedly backed down 
after it emerged that 
Shehbaz was seeking to 
contest from there.

Australia beat Pakistan in 
2nd Test to clinch series

Pat cummins bagged five wickets and 10 for the match to 
lead from the front and earn Australia a nail-biting win

SportS DeSKS

MeLBOUrNe: Australia beat Pakistan in 
the second Test by 79 runs in Melbourne to 
clinch the three-match Test series. Austral-
ia take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the series 
after the win today.  chasing a target of 317 
runs, Pakistan were dismissed for 237 in 
their second innings on Friday.
A fired-up Pat cummins bagged five wick-
ets and 10 for the match to lead from the 
front and earn Australia a nail-biting win. 
The right-armer also bagged the Player 
of the Match award.  Mitchell Starc also 
bagged four wickets in the second innings. 
After bowling Australia out for 262 before 
lunch earlier today, the tourists had put 
together a series of partnerships to frus-
trate the home side. captain Shan Masood 
top-scored for Pakistan with an impressive 
60 runs in 71 balls, with the help of seven 
fours.  Mohammad rizwan and Agha Sal-
man added 57 runs for the sixth wicket to 

get Pakistan close to victory. however, Aus-
tralia took a flurry of wickets after rizwan’s 
controversial dismissal to get over the line. 
cummins appealed for a caught behind in 
the 61st over of Pakistan’s second innings 

but the umpire gave it not out. however, 
the Australia captain decided to review 
the decision as he thought rizwan might 
have gloved it. After the third umpire took 
a look at the appeal from different angles 

and reckoned that there was a spike as the 
ball passed the wrist band so the on-field 
umpire was asked to change his decision.
however, the hotspot showed no mark as 
rizwan looked away from the ball at the 
last second. rizwan, who was sure that he 
didn’t get anything on it, went back to the 
hut in utter disbelief. rizwan was batting 
on 35 runs, with Pakistan 98 runs away 
from victory, when the incident took place.
Agha Salman also scored a fifty but it was 
in vain.  Babar Azam looked good for his 41 
but he was cleaned up by Josh hazlewood 
just when he seemed set for a big one. 
The 29-year-old is not having a great year, 
particularly in red-ball cricket as he has now 
gone nine innings without scoring a Test 
fifty in 2023. it happened for the first time 
since his debut that Azam failed to bag a sin-
gle half-century in a calendar year.  Pakistan 
have performed poorly in Australia, losing 
16 Tests on the trot with their last win in 
1995.   The third and final Test of the series 
will be played in Sydney from January 3. 

Nawaz 
returned 

to country...
From PAge 01

uplifting KP in his tenure 
as the prime minister,” he 
said. he bashed the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-insaf (PTi) found-
er, saying, “The former PTi 
chairman wanted to become 
the monarch by looking to 
introduce the presidential 
system in the country. The 
PTi founder indulged in 
enmity towards the state 
institution.” Khattak said 
on Saturday that despite his 
party being relatively new, 
it is ready to contest the 
upcoming polls. expressing 
his thoughts in Peshawar, 
the former Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) chief minister 
said: “The Supreme court’s 
verdict on Friday had ended 
all the rumours revolved 
around holding the elec-
tions. we welcome the 
apex court’s verdict.”

Israeli 
genocidal...

From PAge 01
Al-Maghazi camp, has risen 
to more than 18 martyrs. 
iranian Foreign Minister 
hossein Amir-Abdollahian 
says hamas has informed 
the islamic republic that it 
has sufficient capabilities to 
continue the confrontation 
with israel in the besieged 
Gaza Strip for months. 
Amir-Abollahian said in the 
holy city of Qom on Thurs-
day that more than 80 days 
have passed since the war 
on Gaza, but “the zionist 
regime has not achieved an-
ything”. “According to ha-
mas commanders, only 14% 
of the resistance capacity 
has been damaged so far,” 
the foreign minister said.  
Amir-Adbollahian said the 
length of hamas tunnels 
today is more than the area 
of Gaza, and drone manu-
facturing workshops have 
not been closed for even an 
hour since Operation Al-Aq-
sa Storm on Oct. 7.

Pakistan 
bans New...

From PAge 01
that’s cost thousands of 
lives. in a televised address, 
Kakar said: “Pakistani na-
tion is in a sad state [...] 
so keeping in mind the sit-
uation, the Government of 
Pakistan has decided to ban 
all celebrations related to 
New Year’s.” “i appeal to all 
Pakistanis: show solidarity 
with the oppressed Pales-
tinians and observe simplic-
ity with the dawn of the new 
year,” Kakar said, noting 
that the situation war was 
catastrophic. israel, deter-
mined to destroy hamas, 
has launched a relentless 
air and ground offensive 
that has left vast areas of 
Gaza in ruins and killed at 
least 21,320 people, mostly 
women and children.

India 
request...
From PAge 01

FO Spokesperson Mumtaz 
zahra Baloch had said: 
“This question is based 
on speculative reporting 
and we would not like to 
comment on speculative 
reports.” Saeed, a hardline 
cleric accused by the US 
and india of orchestrating 
the 2008 Mumbai attacks, 
has been a well-known, 
albeit shadowy, figure in 
Pakistan since the 2000s. 
Though his media pres-
ence has dwindled over the 
years, the past decade has 
seen Saeed in and out of the 
limelight owing to crack-
downs by the government 
on his organisation Lash-
kar-i-Taiba (LeT) and its 
charity wing, Jamaat-ud-Da-
wa (JuD), due to mounting 
international pressure.

Faizabad 
sit-in 

inquiry...

From PAge 01
notice to the former chief of 
the country’s top spy agen-
cy inter-Services intelli-
gence (iSi) director general 
Lt Gen (rtd) Faiz hameed, 
in a case of dismissal of 
ex-ihc judge Shaukat Sid-
dique. Supreme court chief 
Justice of Pakistan (ScP) 
Qazi Faez isa issued notice 
to former spymaster Lt Gen 
(rtd) Faiz hameed and oth-
ers allowing responding to 
serious allegations leveled 
by the Shaukat Siddique.
The Sc five-member 
bench heard the case and 
also issued notices to for-
mer ihc chief justice An-
war Kasi, Supreme court 
ex-registrar Arbab Arif, 
and Brig irfan ramay.

Shahid Afridi discards injury 
concerns about Shaheen

DNA

LAhOre: Former Pakistani captain 
Shahid Afridi discarded injury con-
cerns about Shaheen Afridi as the 
43-year-old believed that a fast bowler 
cannot play if there is an injury.
Shaheen has lost his pace ever since 
coming from his knee injury but the 
pacer is still performing at a top level 
as the 23-year-old bagged eight wickets 
in two Tests and was the visitors’ key 
weapon with the ball in Melbourne.
Shahid emphasised that Shaheen is 

aware how important he is to the team 
and also addressed the expectations 
he carries on his shoulders due to his 
performances in the past.
"i've never got the impression that 
Shaheen has an injury. if you're in-
jured you can't play as a fast bowler. 
he knows his responsibility and how 
important he is to the team,” Afridi 
said while talking to eSPN cricinfo.
“The fast bowlers, we are expect-
ing a lot from them because they've 
done well in the past. Babar, rizwan, 
Shaheen etc. have performed so well 
we expect them to perform in every 

match. relentless consistency is chal-
lenging in cricket.” Afridi believed 
that having a strong bench is just as 
essential as playing Xi so that when 
main players are not performing up to 
the mark, there are always options.
"i have always said that unless our 
bench is strong we won't be able to 
take the best decisions. The A team 
should be as strong as the main team, 
so if Shaheen or Babar or rizwan aren't 
strong, we shouldn't have the excuses 
of players being unavailable, like we do 
with Naseem now. when our bench is 
strong, we will no longer have excuses,” 
he added. Afridi then went on to talk 
about haris rauf, who refused to play 
in the three-match Test series against 
Australia to prioritise white-ball cricket.
rauf played five matches for Mel-
bourne Stars in the Big Bash League 
(BBL) 13th edition, but Afridi thought 
that having that kind of pace on Aus-
tralian soil in red-ball cricket could’ve 
been the key. "i think haris [rauf] 
should be part of this side instead 
rather than [the BBL]," Afridi, speak-
ing to media at the McG, said." in 
these conditions, the kind of pace he 
has, he would have performed well 
and enjoyed himself on the kinds of 
pitches Australia prepared in Perth 
and here,” he concluded.

Hafeez blames ‘inconsistent 
umpiring’ for defeat

“Pakistan failed to make a 
comeback after decision given 

against Mohammad rizwan. we 
were very close to the victory 

in Melbourne Test but i’m very 
hopeful Pak can win Sydney Test”

MeLBOUrNe: Pakistan’s team director Mohammad 
hafeez put partial blame on “inconsistent umpiring and 
technology curse” after the visitors fell 79-run short dur-
ing their chase of 317 in the second Test against Australia 
at the McG on Friday.  hafeez addressed a presser after 
the match and didn’t hold back at all as he hit out at the 
inconsistent decisions by the umpires which played their 
part during Pakistan’s loss in Melbourne. “we made some 
mistakes as a team, we take that and we will address those 
things. But at the same time, i believe [that] inconsistent 
umpiring, technology curse, really given us a result which 
should’ve been different,” hafeez told in a press confer-
ence. "Pakistan failed to make a comeback after decision 
given against Mohammad rizwan. we were very close to 
the victory in Melbourne Test but i'm very hopeful Paki-
stan can win Sydney Test." he also addressed Babar Azam, 
who has been failing to score big in red-ball cricket as the 
29-year-old finished the year 2023 without scoring a single 
half-century. “Babar is a great player. we wish him to score 
big in upcoming matches. he is batting really well in the 
nets. we look forward for Babar to play a match-winning 
innings for Pakistan in Sydney Test,” he added. it must be 

noted hafeez’s comments came after Pakistan’s Moham-
mad rizwan was given out controversially. The timing of 
the dismissal was crucial as the visitors looked were bat-
ting comfortably during their chase of 317 runs. Australia’s 
skipper Pat cummins appealed for a caught behind in the 
61st over of Pakistan’s second innings but the umpire gave 
it not out. After which the Australian captain decided to re-
view the decision as he thought rizwan might have gloved 
it. After the third umpire took a look at the appeal from 
different angles and reckoned that there was a spike as the 
ball passed the wrist band so the on-field umpire was asked 
to change his decision. however, the hotspot showed no 
mark as the 31-year-old looked away from the ball at the 
last second. rizwan, who was sure that he didn't get 
anything on it, went back to the hut in utter disbelief. 
rizwan was batting on 35 runs, with Pakistan 98 runs 
away from victory, when the incident took place. – DNA

Sahibzada ‘ready to 
play at any position’ 

for Pakistan
LAhOre: Pakistan’s top-order batter Sahibzada Farhan as-
serted that he is ready to play at any number for his team 
during the upcoming five-match T20i series against New 
zealand commencing on 12 January 2024. while talking 
to the media during Pakistan’s training camp for the New 
zealand series, Sahibzada Farhan opened up his batting 
number. “i have been playing as an opening batter for the 
last three years, however, i have also played at the number 
three position and have performed at this number too,” 
said Farhan. “i am ready to play at any number for Paki-
stan whenever i get a chance.” he further expressed hope 
that Pakistan will do well in New zealand citing their past 
performances. Follow us on our Official whatsApp channel
“Our team have performed well in New zealand and we will 
try to do better this time,” he further added.
Sahibzada Farhan was recalled into the T20i squad on 
the back of his impressive performance in the National 
T20 cup, where he was the highest run-scorer with 492 
runs in 12 innings at an average of 44.72 and a strike 
rate of 178.90. he has previously represented Pakistan 
in three T20is back in 2018. Shaheen Shah Afridi (c), Ba-
bar Azam, Mohammad rizwan (wk), Saim Ayub, Fakhar 
zaman, iftikhar Ahmed, Mohammad Nawaz, Abrar 
Ahmed, Usama Mir, haris rauf, Mohammad wasim Jnr, 
zaman Khan, Aamir Jamal, Azam Khan (wk), Sahibzada 
Farhan, haseebullah Khan (wk) and Abbas Afridi.
Schedule of the Series: First match: New zealand 
vs Pakistan, 12 January, Auckland. Second match: 
New zealand vs Pakistan, 14 January, hamilton. Third 
match: New zealand vs Pakistan, 17 January, Dunedin. 
Fourth match: New zealand vs Pakistan, 19 January, 
christchurch. Fifth match: New zealand vs Pakistan, 
21 January, christchurch. – DNA

Nz-BD 2nd 
T20i called-off 

due to rain
MOUNT MAUNGANUi: heavy rain forced the second of 
three Twenty20 internationals between hosts New zealand 
and Bangladesh to be called off at Bay Oval on Friday.
New zeland scored 72-2 in 11 overs, with Daryl Mitch-
ell (18) and Glenn Phillips (9) on the crease when rain 
played spoilsport and halted the play. having put the 
Black caps into bat under overcast skies at Mount Maun-
ganui on Friday, Bangladesh struck early when opener 
Finn Allen was caught in the second over with New 
zealand on nine for one. Tim Seifert smashed 43 off 23 
balls before being caught to end his second-wicket part-
nership of 49 with Daryl Mitchell before rain started to 
fall. Bangladesh are currently leading the series 1-0 after 
their bowlers ran riot in the opening match last wednes-
day, paving the way to a five-wicket victory in Napier.
it was the visitors’ first-ever T20i win over the Black 
caps in New zealand. Asked to bat by Bangladesh captain 
Najmul hossain Shanto, New zealand made a disastrous 
start losing three wickets before reaching 134 for nine 
after their 20 overs. The Black caps bowlers gave home 
fans hope with the early wickets of Bangladesh openers 
rony Talukdar and Shanto. Veteran Litton Das partnered 
up with Soumya Sarkar, and then Towhid hridoy to steer 
Bangladesh to 96-4 after 13 overs. The visitors were wob-
bling at 97-5 as they lost wickets in quick succession after 
Afif hossain was caught for one run in six balls. Das, who 
finished on 42 not out, survived two close calls as he bat-
tled cramp. The on-field umpire gave him out lbw on Tim 
Southee’s bowling, but the Bangladesh opener stayed at 
the crease when the review showed the ball would have 
sailed over the stumps. – Agencies
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cArAcAS :Venezuela’s President 
Nicolas Maduro on ordered more 
than 5,600 military personnel to 
participate in a “defensive” exer-
cise near the border with Guyana, 
in response to Britain sending a 
warship to the area. Maduro said 
he was launching “a joint action of 
a defensive nature in response to 
the provocation and threat of the 
United Kingdom against peace and 
the sovereignty of our country.” 
Britain said Sunday it would divert 
the patrol vessel hMS Trent to 
Guyana, a former British colony, 
amid the South American country’s 
simmering territorial dispute with 
neighboring Venezuela over the oil-
rich essequibo region. A Guyana 
foreign ministry source, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, told 

AFP the ship was due to arrive 
Friday and would be in its territory 
for “less than a week” for open sea 
defense exercises. The ship will not 
dock in Georgetown. The television 
broadcast accompanying Maduro’s 
announcement showed fighter jets 
participating in the Venezuelan ex-
ercise, as well as ships and ocean 
patrol vessels. The Venezuelan gov-
ernment earlier asked Guyana, in a 
statement, “to take immediate ac-
tion for the withdrawal of the hMS 
Trent, and to refrain from involving 
military powers in the territorial 
controversy.” Guyana President ir-
faan Ali sought to soothe tensions, 
saying Thursday that “neither Ven-
ezuela nor any other State has any-
thing to fear from activities within 
Guyana’s sovereign territory or 
waters.” “we harbor no ambitions 
or intentions to covet what does not 
belong to us. we are fully commit-

ted to peaceful relations with our 
neighbors and all countries in our 
region,” he said in a statement on 
Facebook, sending “best wishes 
to the people of Venezuela, our 
neighbors.” Guyana Vice President 
Bharrat Jagdeo said earlier that the 
hMS Trent’s visit was part of “long-
planned” and “routine” measures 

to build the country’s defenses. - 
‘we are warriors’ - Maduro claims 
that essequibo -- which makes up 
about two-thirds of Guyana’s terri-
tory -- is actually Venezuelan land, 
a decades-old contention that has 
flared since massive oil deposits 
were found in its waters. The rising 
tensions have raised fears in the 
region of a potential conflict over 
the remote area of 160,000 square 
kilometers (62,000 square miles). 
The South American neighbors, 
during a meeting between Maduro 
and Ali earlier this month, agreed 
not to resort to force to settle the 
dispute. “we believe in diplomacy, 
in dialogue, in peace,” said Madu-
ro. “But no one should threaten 
Venezuela, no one should mess 
with Venezuela. we are a people of 
peace, but we are warriors and this 
threat is unacceptable for any sover-
eign country,” he said. “The threat 

of the decadent, rotten, ex-empire 
of the United Kingdom is unaccept-
able.” A UK foreign minister, David 
rutley, visited Guyana earlier this 
month and reiterated sovereign 
borders “must be respected” and 
that London would work interna-
tionally “to ensure the territorial 
integrity of Guyana is upheld.” Ma-
duro’s government held a contro-
versial referendum on December 
3 in which 95 percent of voters, 
according to officials in the hard-
line leftist government, support-
ed declaring Venezuela the right-
ful owner of essequibo. he has 
since started legal maneuvers to 
create a Venezuelan province in 
essequibo and ordered the state 
oil company to issue licenses for 
extracting crude in the region. 
Guyana’s Ali has branded the 
moves a “grave threat to inter-
national peace and security.”

Venezuela launches military exercise over British warship ‘threat’

Briefs
Argentina’s 
union calls 
strike over 

Milei reforms
BUeNOS Aires : Argenti-
na’s main labor union on 
Thursday called for a gener-
al strike over President Javi-
er Milei’s reforms aimed at 
liberalizing the country’s 
economy. hector Daer, 
the general secretary of 
the General confederation 
of Labor (cGT), said the 
strike on January 24 was in 
protest against a decree and 
package of bills announced 
by Milei, which “go against 
all of society” and give the 
president “all public pow-
er.” The libertarian Milei 
took office on December 10 
and has taken steps to ful-
fill his campaign promise to 
slash public spending and 
shake up an economy crum-
bling under annual inflation 
of 160 percent. congress is 
sitting in extraordinary ses-
sion this week to consider 
a package of bills issued to 
give effect to a mega-decree 
he unveiled last week. The 
decree can be overturned if 
it is rejected by both houses 
of congress. Otherwise it 
comes into force on Friday. 
The decree would change 
or scrap more than 350 eco-
nomic regulations in a coun-
try accustomed to heavy 
government intervention in 
the market. “This decree 
attacks the individual 
rights of workers, collec-
tive rights, a universal 
and united health system, 
and an incalculable num-
ber of subjects that con-
stitute our country,” said 
Daer. ”—Agencies 

Poland says 
unidentified 

object 
entered 

airspace from 
Ukraine

wArSAw : Poland on Fri-
day said an unidentified 
object had entered its air-
space from Ukraine and 
could be linked to a massive 
overnight russian air attack 
on Ukraine. “The object 
arrived from the Ukraini-
an border,” colonel Jacek 
Goryszewski, spokesman 
of the operational com-
mand of the armed forces, 
told news channel TVN24. 
“There was intense shelling 
of Ukrainian territory at 
night so this incident could 
be linked to that”.
he said the violation oc-
curred near the border city 
of zamosc. The operational 
command said the “uniden-
tified object” was tracked 
by radar “from the moment 
it crossed the border to the 
point where the signal dis-
appeared”. This happened 
“in the morning hours” 
and Poland had “activated 
available forces and means 
at its disposal”. in Novem-
ber 2022, a Ukrainian air 
defence missile fell in the 
Polish village of Przewodow 
near the border, killing two 
civilians. —APP

Number of 
Filipinos 
seeking 

employment 
in SA doubles
MANiLA: The number of 
Filipinos moving to Sau-
di Arabia for employment 
more than doubled in 2023 
and was the highest among 
Gulf cooperation council 
countries, data from the 
Department of Migrant 
workers showed on Friday.  
Out of nearly 1.8 million 
overseas Filipino workers 
in Gcc states, more than 
half live and work in the 
Kingdom, which has for 
decades been their pre-
ferred overseas employ-
ment destination.  Over 
380,000 Philippine nation-
als went to work in the King-
dom this year, according to 
the statistics collected be-
tween January and October. 
in 2022, the number was 
about 143,850.  in second 
place came the UAe, where 
more than 250,600 Filipi-
nos sought employment in 
2023, compared with near-
ly 166,200 last year.  The 
two Gulf countries were 
followed by hong Kong 
and Singapore, which are 
also popular destinations 
for Philippine expats.  The 
total deployment of Filipi-
nos overseas was this year 
much higher than in 2022, 
marking a recovery from 
the recent cOViD-19 
pandemic, while even 
more job opportunities 
were expected to open in 
2024, DMw Officer-in-charge 
hans Leo cacdac told report-
ers in Manila. —APP

Turkey 
should 

benefit from 
anticipated 
LNG surge

ANKArA : Türkiye could 
take advantage from an 
expected global liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) produc-
tion boom projected for 
2025 onward, thanks to its 
extensive infrastructure, ac-
cording to the head of the 
international energy Agen-
cy (ieA). Fatih Birol, exec-
utive director of the ieA, 
recommended that Türki-
ye avail of this anticipated 
LNG boom that is poised 
to start in 2025, reported 
Anadolu Agency (AA). Ac-
cording to Birol, this LNG 
upsurge will come with the 
commissioning of new facil-
ities in many countries that 
will see an unprecedented 
rise in LNG supplies. Advis-
ing possible deals should be 
made in light of this data, 
Birol said that after 2025, 
“the hand of gas import-
er countries will become 
stronger” in gas agreement 
negotiations. he advised 
that Türkiye use its vast 
gas infrastructure to in-
crease gas imports for ex-
port to europe, a region 
that is in great need of 
LNG supplies.
 Should Türkiye benefit 
from this opportunity, he 
said it could also play an 
important role in the re-
gion’s gas landscape.  Tür-
kiye has seven internation-
al natural gas pipelines, 
five LNG facilities, includ-
ing three floating storage 
and regasification units 
(FSrU), and two under-
ground natural gas storage 
facilities. This year, Tür-
kiye signed gas supply 
agreements with Bulgar-
ia, hungary, romania and 
Moldova.— Agencies 

world 
population 

up 75 million 
this year

wAShiNGTON :The world 
population grew by 75 mil-
lion people over the past 
year and on New Year’s Day 
it will stand at more than 
8 billion people, accord-
ing to figures released by 
the US census Bureau on 
Thursday. The worldwide 
growth rate in the past year 
was just under 1 percent. 
At the start of 2024, 4.3 
births and two deaths are 
expected worldwide every 
second, according to the 
census Bureau figures. 
The US growth rate in the 
past year was 0.53 percent, 
about half the worldwide 
figure. The US added 1.7 
million people and will 
have a population on New 
Year’s Day of 335.8 million 
people.  if the current pace 
continues through the end 
of the decade, the 2020s 
could be the slowest-grow-
ing decade in US history, 
yielding a growth rate of 
less than 4 percent over 
the 10-year-period from 
2020 to 2030, said william 
Frey, a demographer at The 
Brookings institution. The 
slowest-growing decade cur-
rently was in the aftermath 
of the Great Depression in 
the 1930s, when the growth 
rate was 7.3 percent. “Of 
course growth may tick up 
a bit as we leave the pan-
demic years. But it would 
still be difficult to get to 7.3 
percent,” Frey said. —APP

Tokyo shares 
open higher

TOKYO : Tokyo stocks 
opened higher on Friday, 
the final trading day of the 
year, as investors expected 
further gains in 2024 while 
cheering overnight rises 
on wall Street. The bench-
mark Nikkei 225 index add-
ed 0.25 percent, or 84.35 
points, to 33,623.97 in ear-
ly trade, while the broader 
Topix index rose 0.48 per-
cent, or 11.41 points, to 
2,373.43. investors have 
lacked major trading cues, 
and many have stayed away 
from participating in the 
year-end season.
After concluding this year’s 
trading on Friday, Tokyo’s 
markets will reopen on 
Thursday, January 4.
The major indices did not 
have a clear sense of direc-
tion, said Nomura Securi-
ties. investors in Tokyo will 
be closely monitoring inter-
national news during the 
New Year holiday week, in-
cluding trading in New York 
and the US congress’ ef-
forts to avoid a government 
shutdown, the brokerage 
house said. For the time be-
ing, however, Tokyo players 
“cannot seem to find any 
meaningful clues” to move 
the market, Nomura said. 
exporter shares generally 
gained, following gains in 
New York.—Agencies

Zelenskyy boasts Ukrainian 
strength amid ongoing war

Ukrainian president says he heard reports from country’s internal Affairs Ministry and  
Security Service of Ukraine indicating ‘good results’

NewS DeSK

KYiV: Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr zelenskyy boasted about 
his country’s current resilience, 
strength and results on the bat-
tlefield as the 22-month war 
between russia and Ukraine en-
tered its second winter with no 
end in sight.  “Of course, there 
were reports from the frontlines 
today -- Kharkiv, Donetsk, zapor-
izhzhia, the left bank of Kherson. 
Our resilience, strength and results 
at this very moment determine the 
outcome of this winter of full-scale 
war and our expectations for next 
year,” zelenskyy said in his address, 
referring to a conference call earli-
er in the day. zelenskyy said he had 
a conference call in the morning 
on the situation following russian 
shelling in Kherson, zaporizhzhia 
and other regions, as well as in-
formation on efforts to eliminate 
its consequences. earlier in the 
day, two people were killed and 
three others were injured by rus-
sian forces shelling in the zapor-
izhzhia region, while two people 
were injured in the Kherson re-
gion, according to local officials.
The Ukrainian president said he 
had heard reports from the coun-
try’s internal Affairs Ministry and 
the Security Service of Ukraine 

indicating “good results” in ef-
forts against “collaborators and 
spotters” as well as crime pre-
vention. “The functioning of our 
export corridor in the Black Sea: 
over 12 million tons of cargo has 
already been handled. The results 
in December are particularly re-
markable, and this is evident at 
the level of our entire economy,” 
he added. zelenskyy said he was 
also informed of the current sit-
uation on the frontline, particu-
larly in the regions of Kharkiv, 
Donetsk, zaporizhzhia and Kher-
son. “in the afternoon, there were 
also meetings. in particular, with 
the Minister of Defense. On the 
development of our Defense Forc-
es. Specific things that need to 
be done. And we will. Absolutely. 
To maintain our strength and to 
have the necessary arguments in 
a conversation with our partners. 
increasing Ukraine’s capabilities 
and maintaining the consolidation 
of the world is our task,” he said. 
Meanwhile, Ukraine also  urges 
increased support as russia un-
leashes huge air assault russia 
has unleashed a huge air assault 
against Ukraine, illustrating Ky-
iv’s desperate need for addition-
al defence capabilities. A wave 
of russian strikes, using drones 
and several types of missiles, bat-
tered Ukrainian cities on Friday 

in one of the largest and fiercest 
bombardments in recent months. 
with civilian areas across the 
country hit, Ukrainian officials 
said the broadside shows the 
need for increased support from 
its international partners, which 
it is struggling to secure. At least 
16 people are reported to have 
been killed and nearly 100 injured 
as russia targeted the capital, 
Kyiv, the northern city of Kharkiv, 

the eastern city of Dnipro, Odesa 
in the south and Lviv in the west. 
with the front line largely bogged 
down in trench warfare, russia 
has in recent weeks returned to 
its tactic from last winter, during 
which it targeted infrastructure, 
especially energy and heating, 
leaving millions of Ukrainians 
struggling to stay warm. Prime 
Minister Denys Shmyhal noted 
that the barrage on Friday tar-

geted critical infrastructure. The 
Ministry of energy reported that 
four Ukrainian regions in the 
north and south were facing pow-
er cuts. Missiles and drones were 
also reported to have hit numerous 
civilian sites, including residential 
buildings. Falling debris caused 
fires in a residential building and 
a warehouse in Kyiv and blasts 
were heard in Lviv, officials said. 
A metro station building in Kyiv 
being used as a shelter was dam-
aged, Mayor Vitaliy Klitschko said 
on the Telegram messaging app. 
Twenty-two russian strikes were 
recorded in Kharkiv, damaging a 
hospital, residential buildings and 
an industrial facility, Mayor ihor 
Terekhov said. “we understand 
that four areas have been hit here 
in the capital, Kyiv,” Al Jazeera’s As-
sed Baig reported. “Dnipro, we’ve 
heard from the mayor there that 
said there are dead and injured and 
that the rescue teams are working. 
Now in the western city of Lviv, we 
heard two sites were hit there, and 
again rescue teams are working 
through the damage.” President 
Volodymyr zelenskyy said that 
overall, 110 drones and missiles 
were fired at Ukraine overnight, 
the highest number in a single 
night.The air force later report-
ed that it had destroyed 114 out 
of 158 missiles and drone.
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N.Korea’s new nuclear reactor 
operational next summer

web DeSK

SeOUL: A light-water reac-
tor at North Korea’s main 
nuclear complex will likely 
be formally operational by 
next summer, South Korea’s 
defense minister said, amid 
suspicions that the North 
may use it as a new source of 
fissile materials for nuclear 
weapons.  concerns about 
North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram deepened recently as 
the UN atomic agency and 
foreign experts said they’ve 
detected signs indicating 
that North Korea had begun 
operating its light-water reac-
tor at the Yongbyon nuclear 
complex. iAeA Director 
General rafael Grossi said 
last week that his agency had 
observed increased levels 
of activity at and near the 
reactor and since mid-Octo-

ber, a strong water outflow 
from its cooling system. he 
said the reactor is “a cause 
for concern” because it can 
produce plutonium — one 
of the two key ingredients 
used to manufacture nu-
clear weapons, along with 
highly enriched uranium. 
The South Korean Defense 
Ministry said Friday that 
Defense Minister Shin 
wonsik told local reporters 
a day before that his coun-
try had also spotted similar 
cooling system-related ac-
tivities associated with the 
reactor last summer. Shin 
said the reactor appears 
to be in the stage of a tri-
al operation and that it’s 
expected to be officially op-
erational around next sum-
mer. North Korea has long 
produced weapons-grade 
plutonium from its widely 
known 5-megawatt reactor 

at Yongbyon. The light-wa-
ter reactor would be an 
additional source of bomb 
fuels, and observers say 
its bigger capacity could 
allow it to produce more 
plutonium. Yongbyon has 
a uranium enrichment fa-
cility as well. There are 
questions about the reac-
tor’s reported operation, 
as light-water reactors are 
best-suited for electricity 
generation. Shin noted 
there has been no country 
that has used light-water 
reactors to produce weap-
ons-grade plutonium. how-
ever, many observers say 
North Korea could adapt 
one at Yongbyon to produce 
weapons-grade plutonium. 
“(North Korea)’s commis-
sioning of a new light water 
nuclear power plant raises 
serious concerns, including 
safety,” the US Mission to 

the UN in Vienna said Sat-
urday in a message posted 
on X, formerly known as 
Twitter. “(North Korea’s) 
unlawful nuclear & ballistic 
missile programs contin-
ue to pose a grave threat 
to international peace & 
security.” Grossi also noted 
the North’s operation of the 
light-water reactor violates 
UN Security council resolu-
tions. The iAeA and foreign 
governments rely on satellite 
imagery and other methods 
to monitor activities at Yon-
gyon and other suspected 
nuclear facilities in North 
Korea. The North kicked out 
iAeA inspectors from the 
country in 2009. Outside es-
timates on the size of North 
Korea’s nuclear arsenal vary, 
ranging from 20-60 to more 
than 100. experts say North 
Korea can add six to 18 
bombs each year. 

UN deeply 
alarmed by deadly 

Nigeria attacks
GeNeVA: The UN human rights chief said that he was 
“deeply alarmed” by the string of attacks on villages in 
central Nigeria which left nearly 200 dead, according to 
local authorities. Armed groups launched attacks between 
Saturday evening and Tuesday morning in Nigeria’s Plateau 
State, a region plagued for several years by religious and 
ethnic tensions. The region is on the dividing line between 
Nigeria’s mostly Muslim north and mainly christian south. 
“i am deeply alarmed by the series of attacks by gunmen 
on multiple rural communities in Plateau State,” said Volk-
er Turk, UN high commissioner for human rights, said in 
a statement. “i call on the Nigerian authorities to investi-
gate this incident promptly, thoroughly and independently, 
consistent with international human rights law, and to hold 
those responsible to account in fair trials. “The cycle of 
impunity fueling recurrent violence must be urgently bro-
ken. The government should also take meaningful steps 
to address the underlying root causes and to ensure 
non-recurrence of this devastating violence.” Northwest 
and central Nigeria have been long terrorized by bandit 
militias operating from bases deep in forests and raiding 
villages to loot and kidnap residents for ransom. compe-
tition for natural resources between nomadic herders and 
farmers, intensified by rapid population growth and climate 
pressures, has also exacerbated social tensions and sparked 
violence. A jihadist conflict has raged in northeastern Ni-
geria since 2009, killing tens of thousands of people and 
displacing around two million, as Boko haram battles for su-

premacy with rivals linked to the Daesh group.—DNA

Spanish PM 
appoints new 

economy minister
MADriD: Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez on Fri-
day appointed carlos cuerpo, who currently heads the 
treasury department, to be his new economy minister.
cuerpo, who studied at the London School of economics, 
will replace Nadia calvino, a heavyweight in his cabinet 
who is leaving to head the european investment Bank, 
the bloc’s lending arm, whose significance has grown 
since war broke out in Ukraine. The 43-year-old will have 
to deal with the phasing out of a series of inflation relief 
policies in the eurozone’s fourth-largest economy, includ-
ing cuts to the value-added tax on electricity and subsi-
dies for transportation, as growth slows. Sanchez praised 
cuerpo as an “honest professional” with “deep knowl-
edge of public administration and economic policy”. “his 
predecessor set the bar very high, but i am convinced 
that carlos cuerpo will brilliantly give continuity and 
depth to the exceptional work done by Nadia calvino,” 
the Socialist premier added in a televised address. Little 
known in Spain, cuerpo worked closely with calvino, 55, 
who served as economy minister since Sanchez came to 
power in 2018. her appointment was seen as an attempt 
to send a message of stability to the markets which were 
concerned about the new minority Socialist government’s 
reliance on the far-left and on Basque and catalan separa-
tist parties to pass legislation.—DNA

Guyana and Venezuela have been engaged in a years-long  
dispute over their borders in oil-rich territory

MALé : Muhammad Fayyaz Gilani, High Commissioner had the pleasure of meeting H.E. Ibrahim 
Waheed, Minister of Youth Empowerment, Information and Arts, Maldives. Both sides discussed 

ways to enhance the cooperation in the relevant fields.—DNA
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TehrAN: iran executed on Friday four people, 
including a woman, whom it accused of being 
“saboteurs” with links to israel’s Mossad intelli-
gence service, the Mizan news agency affiliated 
to the judiciary said. The executions took to five 
the number of people put to death this month in 
a decades-long shadow war that has seen iran ac-
cuse israel of attacks on its nuclear effort, charg-
es the latter has never confirmed or denied. “Four 
members of a sabotage team associated with the 
zionist regime ... were executed this morning 
following legal procedures,” the news agency 
said, accusing them of “extensive” actions, guid-
ed by Mossad officers, targeting iran’s security. 
Friday’s executions in west Azerbaijan province 
followed iran’s mid-December execution of a 
fifth accused Mossad agent in the southeastern 
province of Sistan-Baluchestan. The semi-official 
Tasnim news agency identified the four execut-
ed on Friday as Vafa hanareh, Aram Omari, and 
rahman Parhazo, along with the woman, named 
Nasim Namazi. They were the principal convicts 
in a case that involved 10 offenders, it added, but 

it was not immediately clear if the rest would also 
face execution. The official irNA news agency 
posted a video clip nearly eight minutes in length, 
that showed the men confessing to their alleged 
co-operation with a Mossad officer in neighbour-
ing Turkey, who used two names, Tony and Arash. 
it said their mission entailed kidnappings, threat-

ening and setting fire to vehicles and homes of un-
named targets and stealing their mobile phones. 
iranian intelligence put the group under close 
surveillance for at least four months, from around 
January 2022 until their arrest sometime that 
May, when they were “transferred from a neigh-
bouring country” to iran, the video clip showed. 

intelligence put group under close surveillance for at least 
four months, from around Jan 2022 until their arrest

Iran executes four accused of 
sabotage, links to Israel’s Mossad

Briefs
Turkiye 

detains 29 
people with 
suspected 
Daesh ties

DNA
iSTANBUL: Turkish au-
thorities have detained 29 
people suspected of having 
ties to militant group Daesh 
in operations across nine 
provinces, interior Minister 
Ali Yerlikaya said on Friday.
Suspects captured in “Op-
eration heroes-37” on Fri-
day were planning to attack 
churches and synagogues in 
istanbul, Yerlikaya said on 
social media platform X.
citing security sources, 
Turkey’s state-run Anadolu 
news agency said three oth-
er suspects linked to the 29 
detainees had been captured 
in the operations as well. it 
said the three were senior 
members of islamic State, 
and added that one was plan-
ning an attack on the iraqi 
embassy in Ankara.
Anadolu did not provide any 
further details on the sus-
pects or the operations. Au-
thorities have ramped up op-
erations against islamic State 
and Kurdish militants in 
recent weeks, after Kurdish 
militants detonated a bomb 
near government buildings in 
Ankara on Oct. 1.

Yemen warns 
foreign military 
forces against 
supporting 

israel
SANA’A: Yemen’s de-
fense minister has warned 
tarns-regional military forc-
es against offering support 
to the israeli regime and 
securing passage of isra-
el-owned ships or vessels 
bound to israeli ports in the 
red Sea and Arabian Sea 
waters. Speaking at a grad-
uation ceremony of Yemeni 
cadets in the country’s west-
ern coastal city of hudaydah 
on Thursday, Major General 
Mohammed al-Atifi, warned 
the forces “against various 
movements in support 
of the zionist entity in 
the maritime theatre that 
spans between the Arabian 
Sea and the red Sea.”
he noted that Yemeni 
Armed Forces “are closely 
and rigorously monitoring 
the movement of Amer-
ican, British and French 
military forces in both 
bodies of water.” he under-
scored that the Ansarullah 
resistance movement, the 
Sana’a-based National Sal-
vation Government, the 
Yemeni nation, and security 
forces will stand unwaver-
ingly by the side of Pales-
tinians until they liberate 
all their occupied lands, and 
establish a sovereign inde-
pendent state with holy al-
Quds as its capital.
Yemen’s Armed Forces in 
a statement on Tuesday 
announced targeting a ship 
as it was heading towards 
the occupied territories as 
well as regions deep inside 
those areas in support of 
Palestinians in the Gaza 
Strip, who are subject to an 
unrelenting genocidal israe-
li war. – Agencies

Russia 
unleashes 

biggest-ever 
barrage on 

Ukraine
KieV: russia launched 122 
missiles and 36 drones 
against Ukrainian targets 
on Friday, according to of-
ficials.  At least 22 civilians 
were killed across the coun-
try according to a Ukrainian 
airforce official, who said it 
was the biggest aerial bar-
rage of the 22-month war.
Most of the incoming mis-
siles and drones were shot 
down - but scores of people 
were reported injured. An 
unknown number were bur-
ied under the rubble of hit 
buildings.  zelenskyy said 
the Kremlin’s forces used a 
wide variety of weapons, in-
cluding ballistic and cruise 
missiles. Air Force com-
mander Mykola Oleshchuk 
wrote on his official Tele-
gram channel: “The most 
massive aerial attack” since 
russia’s full-scale invasion 
in February 2022.
According to the Ukrainian 
Air Force, the previous big-
gest assault was in November 
2022 when russia launched 
96 missiles against Ukraine. 
This year, the biggest was 
81 missiles on March 9, air 
force records show. The 
roughly 18-hour onslaught 
that began on Thursday 
and continued through the 
night hit six cities, includ-
ing the capital Kyiv, and 
other areas from east to 
west Ukraine, according 
to authorities. – Agencies

‘Pakistan’s 
current eco-
nomic model 
not working’

iSLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
current economic model 
was not working, world 
Bank country Director Najy 
Benhassine has said, un-
derlining that the country 
needs to overhaul its econo-
my and focus on generating 
alternative electricity in-
stead of through expensive.
The remarks by Benhassine 
came in an article, published 
in the latest UNDP publica-
tion. in his article, he por-
trayed a dismal picture of 
the economy, saying that the 
country lagged behind its 
peers, while the reduction in 
poverty had started revers-
ing. he regretted that the 
benefits of growth had been 
limited to the elite. There 
had been a growing percep-
tion that policy change was 
necessary and defects in 
agriculture and energy sec-
tors should be removed, he 
said. however, he warned 
that past experience 
showed that reforms were 
blocked. – DNA

Donald Trump blocked from 
Maine presidential ballot

Maine now joins colorado as the two states to ban Mr Trump from the 
ballot. The decisions increase pressure on US Supreme court to weigh

NewS DeSK 

washington: Maine’s top election official has ruled that 
Donald Trump cannot run for president next year in the 
state, citing a constitutional insurrection clause. Secretary 
of State Shenna Bellows said Mr Trump was not eligible 
because of his actions leading up to the US capitol riot in 
2021. Maine now joins colorado as the two states to ban 
Mr Trump from the ballot. The decisions increase pressure 
on the US Supreme court to weigh in. colorado votes re-
liably Democratic, however Maine is more politically com-
petitive and would be more significant for Mr Trump - the 
republican frontrunner - to lose. The Trump campaign has 
already said it will lodge an appeal in the state’s courts 
against the Maine ruling, which won’t take effect while 
the legal process plays out. hours after Maine’s decision, 
california - America’s most populous state- announced that 
Mr Trump would remain on the republican primary ballot 
there. courts in other states, including Michigan and Min-
nesota, have also recently dismissed efforts to block Mr 
Trump from running as a candidate.
it is likely that the Supreme court will make the ultimate 
decision as to whether Mr Trump can run for president or 
whether he is ineligible because of a civil war-era amend-
ment to the US constitution. Mrs Bellows’ 34-page ruling 
says Mr Trump must be removed from Maine’s republican 
primary ballot because of the 14th Amendment- which bans 
anyone whom has “engaged in insurrection or rebellion” 
from holding federal office. in her order, Mrs Bellows, a 
Democrat, says that Mr Trump “over the course of sev-
eral months and culminating on January 6, 2021, used a 
false narrative of election fraud to inflame his supporters 
and direct them to the capitol”. She added that his “occa-
sional requests that rioters be peaceful and support law 
enforcement do not immunize his actions”. Speaking to 
media after her ruling, Mrs Bellows said it was her duty 
to uphold election laws in her state, and that she hoped 

the “Supreme court will settle this matter nationwide”. 
“i’m mindful that no secretary of state has ever deprived 
a presidential candidate of ballot access based on section 
three of the 14th Amendment. But i’m also mindful that no 
presidential candidate has, ever before, engaged in insur-
rection.” She denied her decision was politically motivat-
ed, saying it was “thorough and based on the rule of law”. 
Mr Trump faces upcoming trials in federal court and in 
the state of Georgia related to his efforts to overturn his 
2020 election loss to Democrat Joe Biden. he has not been 
charged with inciting insurrection in either case.
his campaign swiftly criticised Mrs Bellows’ decision, 
having previously called for her to recuse herself from the 
process. campaign spokesman Steven cheung called Mrs 
Bellows “a hyper-partisan Biden-supporting Democrat” 
and claimed she was engaging in “election interference”. 
he added that the campaign would “quickly file a legal ob-
jection in state court to prevent this atrocious decision in 
Maine from taking effect”. Mr Trump’s republican rivals 
for the presidency also criticised Maine’s decision. Flori-
da governor ron DeSantis said Maine’s ruling “opens up 

Pandora’s Box”, suggesting republican secretaries of state 
could try to disqualify President Joe Biden over the issue 
of migrants at the southern border. “i don’t think that this 
ultimately will be legally sustained by the US Supreme 
court. But i do think that this is going to be a constant 
throughout the election year, where there’s going to be dif-
ferent parts of these legal cases that are going to be front 
and centre,” he told Fox News.
Vivek ramaswamy said “this is what an actual threat to de-
mocracy looks like”. writing on X, formerly Twitter, he re-
stated that he would “withdraw from any state’s ballot that 
ultimately removes Trump from its ballot”. Mr Trump’s 
2024 presidential candidacy has been challenged in multi-
ple states, on the grounds that the 14th Amendment bans 
him from holding office. The 14th amendment was ratified 
after the American civil war in order to block confeder-
ate secessionists from returning to power after southern 
states re-joined the Union. colorado’s ban was the first 
instance of the constitution being used to disqualify a pres-
idential candidate but legal experts say the colorado rul-
ing will have a tough time standing up when it reaches the 
conservative-leaning US Supreme court. Media caption, 
watch: Trump says indictments are “badge of honour” at 
campaign event following his removal from colorado bal-
lot The case to remove Donald Trump from the upcoming 
republican primary contest in Maine - part of the process 
where republican voters choose their candidate for presi-
dent - was brought by a handful of former Maine lawmak-
ers who argued that the former president had violated his 
oath of office. Former federal prosecutor Joe Moreno told 
media he believed there was “no way this holds up”. “it’s 
breathtakingly arrogant for her to unilaterally decide that 
someone has committed insurrection,” Moreno said about 
Mrs Bellows’ ruling. “This will create a political furore… 
that’s the unfortunate outcome here,” he said. it all leads 
to a Supreme court showdown - which Mr Moreno said 
should take place “rapidly” to stop more states from indi-
vidually determining Trump’s eligibility.
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Syria repels Israeli 
aggression near Damascus

DAMASCUS: Syrian air defenses have intercepted most Israeli missiles near the country’s capi-
tal city of Damascus, amid an upsurge in the regime’s acts of aggression against the Arab nation 
following the bloody onslaught against Palestinians in the besieged Gaza Strip. “At around 11:55 
p.m. local time (2055 GMT) on Thursday, the Israeli enemy carried out an aerial attack from the 
direction of the occupied Golan Heights, and targeted a number of sites in the southern flank of 
Damascus,” the official Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) quoted an unnamed military source 
as saying. The source added that Syrian air defenses shot down most of the missiles. The report 
noted that there were no injuries in the strike, but there were material losses. The strike comes 
a day after Damascus International Airport reopened following repeated Israeli strikes. Israel 
waged the bloody war on Gaza on October 7 after the Palestinian Hamas resistance movement 
launched Operation al-Aqsa Storm in the occupied territories in retaliation for the Tel Aviv re-
gime’s incessant crimes against Palestinians in the occupied West Bank. – Agencies

MQM's raza haroon, Anis 
Advocate join PPP's ranks

Zardari welcomes former members 
of MQM Rabita Committee  

ahead of Feb 8 elections
 

Nazir Siyal

KArAchi: Senior politicians formerly associated with 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement (MQM), raza haroon and 
Anees Advocate, along with their comrades joined the Pa-
kistan Peoples Party (PPP) on Friday, as electioneering 
picks up pace ahead of the February 8 general elections 
The announcement of their affiliation with the PPP came 
after the duo met former president and party's co-chairman 
Asif Ali zardari in Karachi. haroon, who also served as a 
provincial minister, earlier joined former Karachi mayor 
Mustafa Kamal's Pak Sarzameen Party (PSP) in 2016, but 
later left this faction as well. On the other hand, Anees was 
also an MQM dissident who joined PSP in 2016. An offi-
cial statement issued by the PPP on this occasion said that 
zardari welcomed haroon and Anees, who were former 

members of MQM's rabita committee, to the party. The 
politicians discussed the "charter of Karachi" regarding 
the development, establishment of peace and security, and 
friendly environment in the port city during the meeting. 
"[Former] president Asif Ali zardari said that the PPP's 
charter of Karachi will have a far-reaching impact on the 
future of the city. he said that the PPP is the party of the 
people of Karachi. we are working to restore the lights 
which were taken away by the rivals of peace and the mer-
chants of hate," the statement read. On the occasion, the 
ex-president mentioned the PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
zardari's 10-point election agenda, saying that the PPP will 
bring such developmental projects for Karachi and every 
other city and town of Pakistan after coming into power, 
which will provide relief to the common man in this time of 
inflation. As the country is about to stage its national-level 
polls next year in February, the PPP kickstarted the elec-
tion campaign, with a 10-point agenda laid out by Bilawal 
on December 27. Pledging to introduce policies that prior-
itise people's welfare, the ex-foreign minister announced 
the plan, which his party is to enforce if they are voted into 
power by the people in the upcoming polls. 

DCs' detention 
powers under 3-MPO 

declared 'illegal'
Powers should be restricted to just 

the federal cabinet, states high court
mehtab pirzaDa 

iSLAMABAD: in a sigh of relief for the former ruling 
party, Pakistan Tehreek-e-insaf (PTi), the islamabad 
high court (ihc) on Friday declared the powers vest-
ed in the deputy commissioners to send anyone to jail 
under Section 3 of the Maintenance of Public Order 
(MPO) illegal. in recent days, a number of PTi leaders 
and workers, including the party’s Vice chairman Shah 
and senior leader Shehryar Afridi, were arrested under 
the 3-MPO. The PTi, however, sees the police actions 
as a denial of a level playing field in the run-up to the 
February 8 general elections. A single bench of ihc 
comprising Justice Babar Sattar reserved the verdict on 
November 23 on two separate petitions moved by PTi 
leaders Shehryar Afridi and Shandana Gulzar against 
their detention orders under 3 MPO. in the verdict an-
nounced today, the court ruled that the islamabad depu-
ty commissioner did not have the powers to issue 3-MPO 
and stated that the powers should be vested in just the 
federal cabinet. Declaring Section 18 of the 3-MPO 1980 
illegal, the court wrapped up the PTi leaders’ pleas. it 
is pertinent to mention here that the duo was taken into 
custody under Section 3 of the MPO in connection with 
their alleged involvement in the May 9 riots, which were 
triggered after the arrest of PTi founder imran Khan.

Anti-Pakistan rumour mill in 
full gear on social media: COAS

Staff report 

iSLAMABAD: chief of Army Staff (cOAS) General Asim 
Munir has said that social media is rife with fabricated 
claims against the state of Pakistan as he came down hard 
on anti-national elements. “Social media is being used 
to create an environment of chaos, despair, and panic. 
Through fake news, an impression is being created that 
the state is losing its [writ],” the army chief said in an ad-
dress to the National Farmers convention in islamabad 
on Friday. Like many countries, Pakistan is also grappling 
with the growing challenge of fake news on social media 
— masquerading as truths and spreading like wildfire. The 
reports, despite being unfounded, are fuelled by emotion-
al appeals and designed to existing societal divisions. A 
detailed report issued earlier this year by eU DisinfoLab 
showed that indian media outlets have also been part of a 
smear campaign against Pakistan by quoting non-existent 
organisations, journalists, and bloggers. This is not re-
stricted to other states being involved in smear campaigns 

against Pakistan and its institutions, but investigations 
have also revealed that a political party — the imran Khan-
led PTi — was also involved in using state resources for 
spreading false propaganda against state institutions. in 
his address to the farmers, the army chief further said that 
“rumours” and “negative impressions” were being spread 
about Pakistan. “But you should know that only two states 
were established on the bases of the Kalima: the state of 
Madina and Pakistan,” cOAS Munir said, emphasising di-
vine backing to the country. he added that Pakistan is rich 
in resources; it has glaciers, rivers, mountains, and fertile 
land that produces some of the world's best rice, fruits like 
kinnow and mangoes, and treasures like granite, gold, and 
copper. in the 1960s, he said, Pakistan was one of the fast-
est-growing countries in Asia, but “we forgot the three 
golden principles of the Quaid-i-Azam — faith, unity, and 
discipline — which is why we saw a decline”. Moving on, 
Gen Munir said that agriculture and animal husbandry 
were professions of almost every prophet because they 
included discipline, hardship, growth, and patience, 
which resulted in countless rewards. – DNA


