
Japan quake toll rises to 62
More than 31,800 people were in shelters, and 
at least 200 buildings had collapsed, with the 

number expected to rise, the government said
Agencies 

Tokyo: Japanese rescuers scrambled to 
search for survivors on Wednesday as au-
thorities warned of landslides from heavy 
rain after a powerful earthquake that killed 
at least 62 people. The 7.5-magnitude 
quake on January 1 that rattled Ishikawa 
prefecture on the main island of Honshu 
triggered tsunami waves more than a me-
tre high, sparked a major fire and tore 
apart roads. The Noto Peninsula on the 
Sea of Japan coast was most severely hit, 
with buildings ravaged by fire and houses 
flattened in several towns, including Waji-

ma and Suzu, as shown by before-and-after 
satellite images. The regional government 
announced on Wednesday that 62 people 
had been confirmed dead and more than 
300 injured, 20 of them seriously. The toll 
was expected to climb as rescuers battle 
aftershocks and poor weather to comb 
through rubble. More than 31,800 people 
were in shelters, and at least 200 buildings 
had collapsed, with the number expect-
ed to rise, the government said. “More 
than 40 hours have passed since the dis-
aster. We have received a lot of informa-
tion about people in need of rescue and 
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No 'bat' for PTI 
as PHC restores 

ECP order

Said Alam Khan

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar High Court 
(PHC) on Wednesday revoked the stay or-
der granted by its single-member bench, 
restoring the Election Commission of Pa-
kistan’s (ECP) decision to declare PTI in-
tra-party polls null and void and stripping it 
of its election symbol — bat.  A single-mem-
ber bench comprising Justice Ejaz Khan 
announced the verdict that the court had 
reserved hours earlier. Election commis-
sion’s lawyer Sikander Bashir Mohmand 
and PTI’s legal team — comprising Advo-
cates Shah Faisal Uthmankhel and Qazi 
Anwar — appeared in the courtroom.  In 
its six-page order, the PHC noted that its 
earlier verdict had “prima facie created hin-
drance in the smooth process of the elec-
tion which Is to be conducted by the ECP”. 
“...the interim order of this court passed 
in favour of the PTI is hereby recalled and 
consequently the Election Commission of 
Pakistan is directed to proceed with the 
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Foreign Minister, Jalil Abbas Jilani meets with Mullah Shirin, 
Governor of Kandahar and reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment to continued 

engagement & mutually beneficial ties with Afghanistan. – DNA

PTI witnessing ‘worst-ever’ discrimination, 
says Chairman Gohar Khan

Party to knock SC door

Briefs

Pakistan strongly 
condemns terrorist 
attack in Kerman

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Paki-
stan  has strongly 
condemned  the das-
tardly terrorist attack 
that took place earlier 
today in the Martyrs 
Cemetery of the pro-
vincial capital of Ker-
man, Iran, resulting 
in large number of 
deaths and injuries. 
We extend heartfelt 
condolences to the 
families of the victims 
and pray for the swift 
recovery of the in-
jured. Pakistan stands 
in full solidarity with 

the Government and brotherly people of Iran in 
this hour of grief and tragedy. Pakistan believes 
that terrorism is a menace and threat to regional 
and global peace and security. It needs to be con-
fronted through bilateral and regional cooperation.

Terrorist blasts 
in Iran leave 

over 103 dead
Centreline Report

TEHRAN: Hundreds of people have been killed and injured 
in two terrorist blasts near the burial site of Iran’s General 
Qassem Soleimani in the city of Kerman during a ceremony 
marking his fourth martyrdom anniversary. Iran’s emergen-
cy organization said that the explosions left 103 people dead 
and 188 more injured. Medical services said the death toll 
is expected to rise as ambulances were taking the wounded 
to hospitals, with Babak Yektaparast, deputy head of Iran’s 
Emergency Organization, saying that some of the injured are 
in critical condition. According to Iranian state news agen-
cy, the first explosion occurred some 700 meters from the 
grave of General Soleimani and the second one about one 
kilometer away. Iranian media cited unnamed sources as 
saying that two bags loaded with explosives which were 
remotely detonated caused the explosions. IRNA also 
quoted an informed source as saying two bombed bags 
detonated by remote control caused the explosions.
The first explosion occurred at 14:50 local time. The second 
one took place 10 minutes later, according Kerman Mayor 
Saeed Tabrizi, ISNA reported.  Iran’s Red Crescent Society 
said three rescuers were killed by the second blast. Some 
people were injured during a crowd crush following the first 
explosion. Officials say all the injured have been transferred 
to hospitals and the situation is under control. There was 
no immediate claim of responsibility for the attack. Iran’s 
Interior Minister Ahmad Vahidi told the Islamic Republic 
of Iran’s News Network that a crushing response will soon 
be given to the culprits. He said the bombing attacks were 
a continuation of various plots to kill innocent civilians at 
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Iran’s Judiciary Chief Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei 
vowed the perpetrators and those responsible for attack 

will be swiftly hunted down and brought to justice

FM Jilani
meets Afghan
Taliban official

FM reaffirms 
commitment 
to ‘mutually 

beneficial ties’ 
with Afghanistan

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: In a meeting 
with senior Afghan Taliban 
official Mullah Shirin Akhund 
on Wednesday, interim For-
eign Minister Jalil Abbas 
Jilani reaffirmed Pakistan’s 
commitment to “continued 
engagement and mutually 
beneficial ties with Afghani-
stan”. In a post on social me-
dia platform (X), FM Jilani 
said he had a “productive 
meeting” with Akhund, who 
is the governor of Kandahar 
and the strategic intelli-
gence deputy of the Afghan 
defence ministry. “Also 
stressed imperatives of ad-
dressing all issues to har-
ness full potential for trade 
and connectivity,” he said.
Earlier in the day, the Af-
ghan embassy said that the 
sixth meeting of the Afghan-
istan-Pakistan Joint Coordi-
nation Committee would 
take place in Islamabad 
today. It said that Akhund 
would be leading the Af-
ghan delegation. “During 
this meeting, as a follow-up 
to previous sessions, partic-
ipants will engage in discus-
sions and make essential 
decisions concerning the 
resolution of potential con-
flicts along the Durand Line 
and the establishment of es-
sential facilities for people 
on both sides,” it had said.
Akhund, a key figure in 
the Afghan Taliban, has 
played various roles in the 
group’s military and polit-
ical spheres. His close ties 
to the senior leadership and 
involvement in significant 
Taliban activities make him 
a prominent and influential 
member of the Afghan rul-
ers’ leadership structure. 
He has previously been en-
gaging with Pakistan and is 
known to have liaised with 
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GAZA: As the US-backed Israeli genocidal 
war on the Gaza Strip entered day 89 on 
Wednesday, massive aerial and artillery 
strikes continued to pound and level whole 
blocks and homes and massacre more civil-
ians, mostly children and women. Palestin-
ian Information Center (PIC) said that the 
Israeli occupation army continued to attack 
different areas of Gaza last night and on 
Wednesday morning, killing and injuring 
dozens of citizens. According to local sourc-
es, at least 15 civilians were massacred in 
successive Israeli attacks on Khan Yunis in 
southern Gaza in the morning. A child was 
also killed after the Israeli army bombed the 
entrance of a school in Jabalia. Red Crescent 
crews were also able to retrieve four bodies 
of civilians from the bombed Hamad City in 
western Khan Yunis. An Israeli attack on a 
house belonging to the family of Nahhal in 
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Yemen claims fresh 
attack on Israel-

bound vessel
Agencies

Sana’a: The spokesman for the Yemeni 
Armed Forces says the country’s mili-
tary has launched missiles targeting a 
cargo ship in the Red Sea as the vessel 
was heading towards a port in the Israe-
li-occupied territories to offload its car-
go. Brigadier General Yahya Saree said 
in a statement on Wednesday that CMA 
CGM TAGE vessel was targeted after 
its crew members ignored calls from 
Yemeni naval units as well as warning 
shots. He underlined that Yemeni forc-
es will continue to block passage of Is-
raeli-owned and Israel-bound ships in 

Continued on Page 06

Hamas leader’s killing 
raises fears of wider war
The EU foreign policy chief says the international 
community must impose a solution to Israel’s war 
on Gaza as both sides are unable to come to terms

Soleimani's 4th anniversary

Army Chief assures
full support to govt
The PM directed all the stakeholders to vigorously 

pursue the various initiatives of SIFC to ensure 
their completion within the stipulated period

Revival of economy

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The eighth meeting of 
the Apex Committee of the Special 
Investment Facilitation Council was 
held in Islamabad.
The Chief of Army Staff, Federal Cabinet, 
Provincial Chief Ministers and high-level 
government officials participated in the 
meeting chaired by Caretaker Prime Min-
ister Anwar-ul-Haq Kakar.
Various Federal Ministries briefed the 
meeting regarding progress on projects 
in key sectors and timely completion of 
expected investments.
The Army Chief assured the unwavering 
commitment of the Pakistan Army to sup-
port the government’s initiatives for eco-
nomic recovery of the country.
Finally, the Prime Minister directed all the 
stakeholders to vigorously pursue the vari-
ous initiatives of SIFC to ensure their com-
pletion within the stipulated period.

ECP indicts 
Imran, Fawad in 

contempt case
Mehtab Pirzada

RAWALPINDI: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day indicted Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) founder Imran Khan and 
former information minister Fawad 
Chaudhry in a case of contempt against 
the electoral body and the chief elec-
tion commissioner. A four-member 
bench of the electoral body, headed 
by Sindh Member Nisar Ahmad Dur-
rani, conducted the hearing of the 
case in Adiala jail, where both the 
leaders are incarcerated.  The former 

Continued on Page 06

Level playing field
SC issues notices 
to Punjab IG, CS
SC seeks detailed report 
in missing persons case

Khayyam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday issued notices to the Pun-
jab Inspector General of Police (IGP), 
chief secretary and advocate general 
on  Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) pe-
tition seeking level-playing field ahead 
of the February 8 general elections. 
A three-member bench led by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez 
Isa and comprising Justice Muham-
mad Ali Mazhar and Justice Musrat 
Hilali heard the matter and adjourned 
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Mohsin 
Dawar 

survives 
gun attack 

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR:Former mem-
ber of Na-
tional As-
sembly and 
N a t i o n a l 
Democratic 
M ove m e n t 

(NDM) leader Mohsin 
Dawar’s convoy came un-
der a gun attack by terror-
ists in Tappi village North 
Waziristan on Wednesday. 
North Waziristan DPO Ro-
han Zaib confirmed to Geo 
News about the attack but 
noted that the politician re-
mained safe due to the law 
enforcers deployed for his 
security. He said that the 
security personnel accom-
panying Dawar fired back 
at the assailants, which 
forced them to flee from the 
scene. According to the po-
lice, several gunshots were 
fired at Dawar’s convoy but 
he remained safe because 
his car was bulletproof.

PHC grants 
Zartaj Gul 
transit bail 

Said Alam

P E S H AWA R : P a k i s t a n 
Tehreek -e -
Insaf (PTI) 
leader Zartaj 
Gul on 
Wednesday 
was granted 

bail by the Peshawar High 
Court Chief Justice. The 
court directed the police not 
to arrest her. Earlier, Speak-
ing to journalists at the Pe-
shawar High Court, as she 
appeared before the PHC for 
the hearing of her plea for a 
transit bail, the former cli-
mate change minister apolo-
gised over riots that erupted 
after the arrest of PTI found-
er Imran Khan on May 9, 
2023, during which protest-
ers targeted and vandalised 
security installations.
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RAWALPINDI : Regional Police Of-
ficer (RPO) Syed Khurram Ali during 
his visit to the Rawalpindi Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) 
assured business community that all 
steps and measures are being tak-
en to protect citizens and eradicate 
crime in the city.  Safe City is an im-
portant project and informed that the 
306 cameras will be installed before 
Feb 20. RPO said that the business 
community is the backbone of the 
economy. The first duty of the police 
is to protect the citizens. The role 
of the business community is very 
important in promoting economic 
activities. We strive to control street 
crime in the city, especially in the 
markets, so that customers can shop 
with their ease. President RCCI Sa-
qib Rafiq along with Group Leader 
RCCI Sohail Altaf in their welcome 
remarks said that the role of the po-

lice is not only to enforce laws but 
also to foster a sense of security and 
trust within the community.
President RCCI Saqib Rafiq gave a 
short over view of the Chamber’s cur-
rent and upcoming events and also 
acknowledged the challenges that 
our law enforcement agencies face in 
maintaining law and order.
 In the end Group Leader Sohail Altaf 

said that RPO plays a vital role as a 
leader who sets the tone for a police 
force that is responsive, accountable, 
and community-oriented & also invit-
ed CTO & CPO to the chamber.
Matters related to maintaining law 
and order, NOCs matter, Traffic is-
sues, elimination of encroachments, 
professional beggars, safe city, un-
der-age FIR, parking issues, street 

crimes and security issues were also 
discussed in the meeting. 
Senior Vice President Muhammad 
Hamza Sarosh, Vice President Fais-
al Shahzad, Former President Mr. 
Nasir Mirza, Executive Commit-
tee members, distinguished RCCI 
members, Shahid Ghafoor Paracha, 
Chaudhry Iqbal, among others,  were 
also present in the meeting. 

RPO visits RCCI, assure measures to eradicate crime
President RCCI Saqib Rafiq along with Group Leader RCCI Sohail Altaf in their  

welcome remarks said that the role of the police is not only to enforce laws but also 
to foster a sense of security and trust within the community

Under-training 
ASPs meet 
 CM Punjab

Islamabad: In response to the biting cold wave currently enveloping the capital, resilient  
citizens have gathered around warming fires, seeking solace and comfort in the midst of the  

chilly weather.—Mudassar Raja

Abid Raza

LAHORE : Around 34 under-training 
ASPs of the 50th common training 
programme at the Pakistan Police 
Academy called on Caretaker Chief 
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi at his 
office, here on Wednesday. Address-
ing them, the CM emphasised the 
need to change ‘thana’ culture, aban-
don the archaic policing system and 
embrace the new era of policing to 
serve the public better. He highlight-
ed that good conduct towards citizens 
and effective policing are the hall-
marks of a successful police officer, 
making their tasks easier. He empha-
sized that Islamic teachings and basic 
human values encourage positive in-
teractions with the public.  The CM 
stressed the importance of maintain-
ing a positive reputation and building 
a successful career through improved 
public handling and effective policing. 
Mohsin Naqvi urged police and admin-
istrative officers to pay attention to 
resolving the issues faced by citizens. 
He encouraged young police officers 
to engage in positive interactions with 
the public, demonstrating good behav-
ior and dedication to problem-solving. 
He emphasized that both public han-
dling and policing skills are equally 
essential, with a 50 percent focus on 

each. Furthermore, he advised police 
officers to exhibit good behavior to-
wards citizens, seniors, and visitors, 
and to handle situations that cannot 
be resolved according to the law with 
patience and empathy.  He praised the 
efforts of district police officer (DPO) 
Dera Ghazi Khan, who won the hearts 
of the public through open kutchery 
sessions, showcasing the positive im-
pact a police officer could have on the 
community. Discussing his efforts for 
departmental reforms, CM Naqvi add-
ed that over 20,000 policemen have 
been promoted in the past 11 months. 
He also highlighted the promotions of 
more than 40,000 officers and employ-
ees in various departments. The CM 
announced plans to upgrade 737 police 
stations, with 36 already completed. 
He also mentioned resolving the issue 
of government land allocation for 150 
tented police stations in 11 months and 
asserted that every police station will 
be established on state land. Address-
ing the challenges faced in upholding 
the rule of law, Naqvi acknowledged 
the difficulties in enforcing certain 
laws but stressed the importance of 
maintaining good behavior and con-
duct. He expressed concern about indi-
viduals driving without licenses, citing 
a recent incident in which six family 
members lost their lives due to an 
underage driver in the DHA area. Con-

sequently, he announced strict action 
against individuals driving without li-
censes. The chief minister also shared 
achievements in traffic management, 
revealing a significant reduction in the 
time it takes to issue driving licenses. 
Earlier, 245 licenses were generated 
in Lahore every day, now 3 licenses 
are generated per second. During the 
last ’60s or ’70s, there were 6.5 million 
driving licences, now, their number has 
increased to 11.5 million; he remarked 
and noted that 200 crores have been 
earmarked for the police martyrs’ fam-
ilies. Meanwhile, CTD and elite police 
training schools have been upgraded 
as well. Patrolling police has also done 
a good job for axle-load management. 
He highlighted cost savings in the con-
struction of safe city projects in Fais-
alabad, Gujranwala, and Rawalpindi, 
underscoring the commitment to fis-
cal responsibility. The CM announced 
that 4.9 billion rupees will be spent to 
construct safe city projects in 18 other 
cities. It is hoped that safe city projects 
will be inaugurated in 21 districts by 
Jan 31. Alongside this, he highlighted 
the ongoing construction of a new GOR 
for the police comprising 313 houses 
and apartments being constructed at 
the Qurban Lines. He commended the 
reduction in crime rates by 30 percent 
and the high public satisfaction rate of 
97% with police performance.

CDA safeguards capital’s
 natural beauty

ISLAMABAD :  Under the 
direction of Chief Com-
missioner Islamabad and 
Chairman CDA Capt. (R) 
Anwar ul Haq, concrete 
and effective measures 
have been taken to pro-
tect the natural beauty 
of Islamabad from envi-
ronmental pollution and 
smog. In this regard, 
the Enforcement Wing 
on Tuesday conduct a 
mega operation against 
the owners of the plastic 
factory in Islamabad’s 
Sector I-13, Shams Col-
ony, whose smoke was 
causing environmental 
pollution in the area. 
The owners were sum-
moned and presented 
in the court of Senior 
Special Magistrate CDA. 

The Senior Special Mag-
istrate ordered the facto-
ries of the accused to be 
sealed immediately and 
sentenced the accused 
to imprisonment and fine 
and remanded in custody. 
According to the details, 
Chief Commissioner Is-
lamabad and Chairman 
CDA had issued strict 
instructions to the En-
forcement, Environment 
and Sanitation Wing a 
few days ago to take im-
mediate action against 
those responsible for 
keeping the natural beau-
ty of Islamabad free from 
environmental pollution 
and smog. The operation 
should be carried out 
without discrimination 
and without interruption, 

otherwise departmen-
tal action will be taken 
against the concerned 
officials.
Moreover, the two sus-
pects who planted sand 
and gravel piles in the 
green areas were also 
ordered to be taken into 
custody by the police and 
sentenced to imprison-
ment and fine.
On this occasion, the 
CDA administration said 
that no one will be al-
lowed to destroy the nat-
ural scenery and beauty 
of Islamabad and also 
not allowed to play lives 
with the citizens of the 
Islamabad and whoever 
does this is destined for 
prison, no matter how ef-
fective he is.—DNA

Cigarette industry drains Rs 
567 billion potential revenue

DNA

Islamabad: The perva-
sive influence of Pakistan’s 
cigarette industry on pol-
icymaking has not only 
exacted a toll on both the 
nation’s financial well-be-
ing and public health, but 
also caused a staggering Rs 
567 billion loss in revenue 
over the last decade.  The 
alarming loss of revenue 
was unearthed through a 
comprehensive study delv-
ing into the dynamics of the 
cigarette sector and scru-
tinizing Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) data by the 
SDPI.  According to a study 
by the Pakistan Institute of 
Development Economics 
(PIDE) the total costs at-
tributable to smoking-relat-
ed diseases and deaths in 
Pakistan for 2019 reached 
an additional Rs 615.07 bil-
lion ($3.85 billion), with in-

direct costs (morbidity and 
mortality) making up 70% 
of the total cost.  However, 
the cigarette industry man-
aged to influence decision 
making, which not only re-
sulted in Rs 567 billion loss 
in potential revenue but 
also put extra burden on the 
country’s fragile healthcare 
system, the SDPI study re-
veals.  In its report titled 
“Pakistan: Overview of To-
bacco Use, Tobacco Control 
Legislation, and Taxation”, 
the World Bank has also 
revealed that the decline in 
government revenue in the 
2016-2017 fiscal year was 
carefully planned by the 
powerful cigarette industry.  
The study brings attention 
to the influence of multina-
tional companies and the in-
troduction of a three-tier ex-
cise duty structure, raising 
concerns about tax evasion 
and its adverse effects on 
public health.  The intricate 

examination of associated 
factors indicates that safe-
guarding revenue streams 
while prioritizing public 
health requires a careful 
reevaluation of tax policies, 
it said.  The World Health 
Organization (WHO) empha-
sizes the need to safeguard 
tobacco tax policies from 
vested interests of cigarette 
companies for effective de-
velopment, implementation, 
and enforcement of public 
health initiatives. However, 
it did not happen in Pakistan, 
the study said. 
The study also highlighted 
how high and middle-in-
come countries successfully 
imposed high taxes on cig-
arette products to decrease 
consumption and increase 
government revenues, but 
the fact remains that Paki-
stan still lacks a clear strat-
egy on using cigarette taxa-
tion and prices as a public 
health tool.

10,000 E-Rozgar centers 
launch on January 11t

ISLAMABAD : Caretaker 
Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology and 
Telecommunications Dr. 
Umar Saif Wednesday 
disclosed that the govern-
ment would initiate a pro-
ject to establish 10,000 
countrywide E-Rozgar 
centers equipped with the 
latest facilities to facilitate 
freelancers and start-ups 
from January 11. 
This historic initiative was 
aimed to address the cur-
rent challenge faced by 
approximately 1.5 million 
freelancers who lacked 
suitable workspaces, he 
mentioned while speaking 
in an exclusive interview 

with a Private news chan-
nel.
The freelancers equipped 
with the tools and environ-
ment to thrive in the digital 
landscape is need of the 
hour, he further added. He 
explained that the estab-
lishment of joint e-centers 
will increase investment 
in the country and create 
new employment opportu-
nities. Dr Umar also urged 
the youth to become 
entrepreneurs as they 
could easily earn more sti-
pends per month through 
E-Rozgar.  Replying to 
a question, the minister 
said from January 7 anoth-
er project would be initiat-

ed to introduce a standard-
ized test for IT graduates 
through the Higher Ed-
ucation Commission to 
gauge their skills and of-
fer them internships after 
passing the Test. “Those 
who pass the test will be 
given a mandatory intern-
ship in the IT industry. 
Pakistani universities 
produce around 75,000 IT 
graduates every year, out 
of which, only 3,000 are 
eligible to be employed by 
IT companies,” he added.
He also expressed hope 
that IT exports will in-
crease to $4 billion after 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
allowed the IT companies 

to retain 50% of their re-
ceipts in dollar accounts. 
“We wanted to empower 
the youth of the country 
with info-tech skills and 
that it was making all-out 
efforts for the purpose”, 
he added. 
“IT and Telecom is work-
ing on all those projects 
that will create employ-
ment opportunities in the 
country for youngsters in 
the future,” he mentioned.
 The ministry is trying its 
best to move Pakistan for-
ward in the field of educa-
tion through the provision 
of IT skills and empower-
ing skilled manpower in IT 
industries, he said.—APP

Ulema call 
for religious 

harmony, 
tolerance 
and peace

QUETTA : Ulema and re-
ligious scholars at the Pa-
kistan Aman Conference 
on Wednesday called for 
religious harmony, toler-
ance and peace in line with 
the teachings of Islam. “Is-
lam is a religion of peace 
that teaches respect for hu-
manity, religious harmony, 
tolerance and a society free 
from violence,” Majlis Ulema 
Pakistan Chairman Maula-
na Abdul Khabir Azad while 
chairing the conference, or-
ganized by the Majlis Ulema 
Pakistan at the Quetta Press 
Club. Maulana Azad, who is 
also Ruet-e-Hilal Committee 
Chairman, said that Pakistan 
was united and would always 
remain united.  He said the 
nefarious designs of the en-
emy against the country had 
failed with the strong sup-
port of the mosque and the 
pulpit through promoting the 
‘Paigham-e-Pakistan’.  The 
enemy powers wanted to 
weaken Pakistan by creating 
chaos, but “we will not allow 
their evil agenda to succeed,” 
he vowed. Maulana Azad said 
the armed forces and securi-
ty agencies had strengthened 
the defence of the homeland 
by rendering unprecedented 
sacrifices. All scholars and 
the entire nation stand with 
their brave armed forces and 
security agencies for the se-
curity and safety of Pakistan.  
“It is a great statement and 
Fatwa, which the scholars 
and the great Sheikhs will 
make the voice of every 
house through the pulpit 
and mehrab (the mosque 
and the pulpit), will make it 
(Pakistan) stable,” Maula-
na Azad said.—APP

Pakistani workers sent 
abroad via official channels

DNA

ISLAMABAD : Pakistani 
workforce would be sent 
abroad through the agree-
ments under the super-
vision of the Ministry of 
Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Develop-
ment and no body would 
be allowed to use illegal 
ways to go abroad for a 
job or business. An official 
source told APP here on 
Wednesday, he said that a 
well-educated and skilled 
workforce could play a vi-
tal role in the social devel-
opment of the country to 
boost the fragile current 
economic situation of the 
state. The government 
was committed and took 
various steps to provide 

and ensure the Interna-
tional Labour Organiza-
tion (ILO) pattern rights 
to all Pakistani mine work-
ers as soon as possible. He 
said that all concerned de-
partments would ensure 
the true implementation 
of the rights of workers. 
So far, MOUs have been 
signed with about six-
teen countries regarding 
employment in the Paki-
stani workforce. Some 
have more contracts un-
der consideration. Going 
abroad illegally should be 
discouraged. Taking the 
illegal route is not only 
wasting money but also 
facing difficulties. To a 
question, he said that 
the OPF Regional Office 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
received a total of 151 

complaints so far, out of 
which 114 have been re-
solved so far. Most of the 
complaints were related to 
lands and law and order. 
There is a need for aware-
ness among people regard-
ing overseas. The shortage 
of staff in OPF schools will be 
met in any case. OPF schools 
will be opened in North and 
South Waziristan.
For the first time in histo-
ry, four years of pending 
funds have been cleared 
with the full support of the 
Ministry of Overseas and 
HRD. In the year 2022-23, 
educational scholarships 
of 794.86 million to 3399 
students, marriage grants 
of 122.8 million to 644 per-
sons and death grants of 
73.7 million to 130 persons 
have been provided.

Zong 4G 
achieves 

CMMI 
maturity 

level 3
Islamabad : Pakistan’s 
leading telecom operator 
Zong 4G celebrates the 
attainment of Maturity 
Level 3 (ML3) of the pres-
tigious Capability Maturity 
Model Integration (CMMI) 
by ISACA.  CMMI is a 
well-recognized framework 
for enhancing software 
development practices 
The CMMI Maturity Lev-
el Appraisal represents a 
validated collection of best 
global practices that urge 
organizations to establish 
and measure essential ca-
pabilities, addressing prev-
alent business challenges. 
It aims at empowering or-
ganizations to consistently 
deliver high-quality prod-
ucts. By delivering consist-
ent, high-quality software 
solutions, Zong is estab-
lishing itself as a leader 
in the digital landscape. 
This achievement marks a 
benchmark for Zong’s dig-
ital journey and will also 
enhance its competitive 
edge. Zong’s commitment 
to excellence extends be-
yond internal processes. 
The company actively in-
vests in nurturing its talent 
pool, fostering a culture of 
innovation, and embracing 
cutting-edge technologies. 
This unwavering dedication 
positions Zong as a driving 
force in Pakistan’s digital 
revolution. Appreciating 
this accomplishment, the 
official Spokesperson for 
Zong 4G stated, ‘This recent 
achievement is an outcome 
of the exceptional hard work 
and dedication exhibited by 
Zong 4G’s team to ensure 
the enhancement of digital 
technology in Pakistan. We 
are confident in our capa-
bility to provide world-class 
software services and solu-
tions always.—APP

CM emphasised the need to change ‘thana’ culture,  
abandon the archaic policing system and embrace  
the new era of policing to serve the public better



Illegal election 
hoardings 

erased from 
various 

constituencies
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The monitor-
ing teams of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) persistently working 
to eliminate unauthorized 
campaign hoardings be-
longing to candidates vying 
for National and Provincial 
assemblies’ elections. Ac-
cording to Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP), 
nationwide monitoring 
teams have taken action to 
eliminate advertisement 
hoardings that surpass the 
prescribed limits. 
In Peshawar and Mardan, 
the monitoring teams, in 
adherence to the code of 
conduct, have removed 
promotional materials of 
candidates who erected 
hoardings in violation of 
regulations. These teams 
are actively addressing the 
issue by removing unau-
thorized hoardings and pro-
motional materials across 
different constituencies.
In accordance with the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan’s Code of Conduct 
issued on December 20, 
2023, individuals and polit-
ical parties are prohibited 
from affixing or distributing 
posters, handbills, pam-
phlets, leaflets, banners, 
or portraits larger than the 
specified sizes outlined by 
the ECP. The specified di-
mensions are as follows: 
posters should measure 
18 inches by 23 inches, 
pamphlets, leaflets, and 
handbills can have a maxi-
mum size of 9 by 6 inches, 
banners should not exceed 
3 by 9 feet, and portraits 
should be limited to 2 by 
3 feet.

ANF recovers 
655 kg drugs 

in three 
operations

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while 
conducting three opera-
tions across the country 
managed to recover 655 
kg drugs and arrested 
three accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman 
here on Wednesday. He 
informed that 640 kg hash-
ish was recovered from a 
vehicle intercepted at Gahi 
Khan Chowk, Quetta and 
two suspects were arrested. 
In second operation, 14 kg 
hashish was recovered from 
Morgah border area in Khy-
ber and 760 grams Ice was 
recovered from an accused 
netted at RCD Road Hub. 
Cases have been registered 
against the accused under 
Anti-Narcotics Act and fur-
ther investigations are un-
der process.

NTDC 
replaces 
circuit 

breaker 
at Guddu 

switchyard
ISLAMABAD: The tech-
nical teams at National 
Transmission and Despatch 
Company Limited (NTDC) 
have accomplished the re-
placement of a damaged cir-
cuit breaker at the 500 kV 
Guddu Switchyard.
According to NTDC spokes-
person the direction of 
management, additional 
staff was deployed to en-
sure the swift completion 
of replacement works. 
NTDC has also success-
fully energized the 500kV 
G u d d u - M u z a f f a r g a r h 
transmission line. The 
NTDC spokesman said 
that dense fog in the vicin-
ity of Guddu caused the 
tripping of NTDC’s 500kV 
and 220kV transmission 
lines. Consequently, one 
pole of the 500kV circuit 
breaker at the switchyard 
was also damaged. 
However, the NTDC team 
immediately isolated the 
damaged pole from the 
switchyard, while ensur-
ing that the other two 
circuit breakers remained 
operational. To address 
this emergency situation, 
NTDC had a spare circuit 
breaker readily available 
in its warehouse, which 
was promptly utilized for 
the replacement.—APP

Mushahid hosts Christmas 
party for sanitary workers

Lauds ‘poor, sanitary workers as our unsung heroes, terms them as the real VIPs’
Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain, who represents the Federal Capital 
in the Senate, held a Christmas-cum-New 
Year’s Party in honour of sanitation work-
ers at the E-7 Park, which was attended 
by about 150 persons. Lauding the hard 
work, role and contribution of sanitary 
workers to keep Islamabad ‘clean and 
green’, he said: ‘you are the real VIPs, 
given your honesty, dedication and hard-
work and we are proud of you’. He also 
awarded shields of appreciation to two 
retiring sanitary workers: Yaqoob Masih, 
who served for 42 years, and Saifur Rah-
man, who served for 38 years. Talking to 
the media, Senator Mushahid Hussain 
said that knowing Islamabad is a city of 
the elites, where VIP Culture is preva-
lent and only VIPs are acknowledged or 
honoured, he wanted to set a different 
example, by ‘honouring our unsung he-
roes’, the poor, underclass belonging to 
the Christian community, who are the 
weakest and most oppressed section of 
Pakistani society. He said ‘usually, in Is-
lamabad, we only honour VIPs or those 
holding high office’. He said the ‘sanitary 
workers are the real VIPs, because they 
serve selflessly, above and beyond the 
call of duty, at meagre salaries, and it is 
because of them that our city is so clean 
and beautiful’.  Senator Mushahid Hus-
sain said that ‘we must uphold Quaid e 
Azam’s vision of equality for all Pakistan-

is, irrespective of religion, caste or creed’ 
and respect the National Flag where the 
white colour honours non-Muslim Pa-
kistanis. He also said ‘humanity should 
be paramount and the real worship is 

serving humanity, above any prejudices 
or any consideration of colour, caste or 
creed’. Last year too, Senator Mushahid 
Hussain arranged a similar function in 
honour of Manzoor Masih, a retiring san-

itary worker and other members of CDA 
Sanitation staff. The head of CDA Labour 
Union, Chaudhry Yasin, and Senator Faw-
zia Arshad, PTI Senator from Islamabad 
also participated in the function.

The fire brigade 
was informed about 
the blaze around 9 

o’clock 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: A huge fire 
broke out here on Wednesday 
in Aabpara Market Islamabad 
and engulfed several garment 
shops, however no casualties 
were reported. Rescue spokes-
man said that the fire completely 
burnt three shops while materi-
als in the adjacent shop were  
damaged. Fire brigade officials 
informed that smoke could be 
seen rising from Aabpara Market 
where fire spread quickly, and the 
police were informed of the inci-
dent by the area’s residents, a 
private news channel reported.  
The fire brigade was informed 
about the blaze around 9 o’clock 
and fire tenders are actively par-
ticipating in the  operation.

3 shops gutted as fire engulfs in Aabpara Market
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CDNS collects Rs 950 bn 
targets in fresh bond

The CDNS surpassed the annual target and achieved the  
target of Rs 1.6 trillion in fresh bonds in the current fiscal  

year, the senior official of CDNS told
ISLAMABAD:  The Central 
Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) has realized a 
target of Rs 950 billion in 
fresh bonds in the current 
fiscal year, from July 1 to 
December 31st. The CDNS 
surpassed the annual tar-
get and achieved the target 
of Rs 1.6 trillion in fresh 
bonds in the current fiscal 
year, the senior official of 
CDNS told on Wednesday. 
The senior official said this 
was Rs 200 billion addition-
al annual target than the 
target of Rs 1300 billion for 
the previous financial year 

2021-22.  
“The CDNS has set a re-
viewed saving target of Rs 
1.4 trillion for the current 
financial year (2021-22) 
which will promote sav-
ings culture in the coun-
try,” he said.  In view of 
the current market trend 
in the country, the ambi-
tious target had been set 
to further improve the sav-
ings culture, he said.
 The official said that work 
was being done on insti-
tutional reforms in CDNS 
and new reforms and inno-
vations were being intro-

duced. “At this time Au-
tomated Teller Machine 
(ATM) has also been intro-
duced in CDNS which will 
provide enough facilities 
to the users,” he added. 
Replying to a question, he 
said the CDNS had collect-
ed an investment of Rs 50 
billion by December 31st, 
2023-24, through Islamic 
investment bonds.  The 
official added that the di-
rectorate had set a target 
of Rs 75 billion for the new 
financial year 2023-24 for 
Islamic finance bonds. Re-
plying to a question, he said 

the CDNS aimed to intro-
duce new dimensions in the 
Islamic finance sector. He 
informed the directorate 
that it had reviewed and set 
a target of Rs 60 billion in 
the fiscal year (2022-23) for 
Islamic investment to intro-
duce the new products in 
the market. 
“Islamic finance has a very 
important role in the global 
financial sector at this time, 
and a large part of the econ-
omy of many major coun-
tries currently includes 
Islamic finance,” he added. 
—Agencies

Sanjrani writes 
letter to Otsuji

DNA

Islamabad: Chairman 
Senate, Muhammad Sadiq 
Sanjrani in a letter ad-
dressed to Mr. Hidehisa Ot-
suji, President of the House 
of Councillors, Japan, has 
expressed deep sense of 
grief over the devastating 
earthquake in friendly coun-
try Japan.
The Chairman Senate, on 
his behalf and on behalf 
of Senate of Pakistan, ex-
pressed sincere condolenc-
es on the loss of precious 
lives in this catastrophe.  

“I have full faith that leg-
endary resilience and cour-
age of the people of Japan 
would surely help them 
to surmount this catastro-
phe,” Chairman Senate 
added.  He sympathized 
with the bereaved families 
and others affected by the 
heart-wrenching earth-
quake.  He extended his 
unwavering support and 
solidarity in these hard 
times.
The Chairman Senate 
termed Japan a great 
friend and said that both 
Islamabad and Tokyo have 
supported each other 
through thick and thin.

RA starts 
comprehensive 
programme for 

training of prisoners
ISLAMABAD: Chairman Rahmatul-Lil-Alameen Wa Khat-
amun Nabiyyin (NRA), Khurshid Ahmed Nadeem has 
said the authority is starting a comprehensive program 
to improve the mental level and training of prisoners in 
Jails across the country. Addressing a news conference 
here on Wednesday, Khurshid Ahmad Nadeem said that 
the main purpose of establishing the authority is to take 
practical steps in the society in light of the Last Proph-
et’s life. Khurshid Ahmad Nadeem further said that there 
is a desire to start different level programs to improve 
the condition of the people imprisoned in the jails and 
in this process, the assistance and consultation will be 
taken from the government as well as the civil society. 
Rahmatul-Lil-Alameen Wa Khatamun Nabiyyin Authority 
(NRA) is preparing a special program for women and chil-
dren in prisons under the title “Mercy for All” so that they 
can be a useful citizens of the society. He said the role of 
mosques and media should be very important and respon-
sible in making the society a peaceful and dignified. The 
content regarding Seerat of Holy Prophet will also be en-
sured in spiritual places (Khanqahs’), adding, the training 
sessions will be held for journalists. However, the training 
programs are also being started for teachers. With the co-
operation of National Curriculum Council (NCC), we are 
going to make Seerat-e-Nabi a part of the curriculum, he 
informed. Meanwhile, Chairman NRA said that the social 
media wing is being made active for public training and work 
has been started on the YouTube channel to create aware-
ness about the teachings of the Holy Prophet. —APP

Pakistani traders ride 
county’s booming economy

BEIJING: More Pakistani traders are settling in the Tashikurgan Tajik autonomous county of Kashgar, Chi-
na’s Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region, to tap the strong business potential.  As the county is close to 
their homes, they said it’s easy to commute and fit into the local community. Booming tourism also brings 
more tourists, which benefits their businesses.  Murad Shah, a Pakistani jeweler, said his gemstone store in 
the county has welcomed about 100 to 200 tourists a day after it resumed operations in April.  He said his 
business is starting to recover after China optimized its COVID-19 policies. “There are a lot of tourists. The 
county has a diverse culture and landscape, and so many good attractions to see,” he said, adding he is hope-
ful about the future, China Daily reported.  One good reason for him to open a store in the county is that his 
hometown, a small village in Pakistan, is just 200 kilometers away, which can be reached in only three hours 
by car. Another reason is that China is developing very fast with a sound economy, he said. “Many Pakistanis 
prefer to do business here because there is money here,” Shah said. At the store of Pakistani merchant Nazar 
Karim Ali, visitors come to buy gemstones, jewelry, blankets, cotton bed sheets, clothes and handicrafts, all 
made in Pakistan.  Karim is the second generation of business owners in his family. His father and uncle 
exported silk from China between 1989 and 1992. He said over the last 32 years, the county has made him 
feel at home, and he shares the same culture with local people.   Many initiatives such as the Belt and Road 
Initiative and the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor have made it very easy to do business, Karim said. There 
are good opportunities for Chinese people to invest in Pakistan, which also benefits Pakistanis, he said. Located 
on the Pamir Plateau, the county, with an area of 25,000 square kilometers and a population of 41,000, is the only 
one in China that borders three countries — Pakistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan.  It has two land ports — the Khun-
jerab Pass is 125 km from Sust Port in Pakistan, and the Karasu Port is only 14 km from Kulma Pass in Tajikistan.  
Due to the ease of transportation, Tashikurgan Tajik trades with neighboring countries frequently, importing 
mainly minerals, agricultural products, and seafood while exporting textiles and clothing, mechanical and electri-
cal products, and household goods, according to local authorities.  The number of tourist visits reached more than 
1.34 million from January to late December, up 86 percent year-on-year, with May to October the peak season.  
Tourists are lured by the county’s many unique attractions such as the 7,546-meter Mount Muztagata and Mount 
Qogir, or K2, the world’s second-highest peak at 8,611 meters, and a 2,000-year-old ancient stone city.—DNA
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T he age-old saying, “Waste 
not, want not,” has never 
rung truer than in today’s 

world, where our planet is grap-
pling with the consequences of 
rampant waste disposal. In Pa-
kistan, a nation pulsating with 
vitality and resilience, there lies 
an incredible opportunity to rede-
fine our relationship with waste. 
“Waste is Not Waste Unless We 
Waste It” — a simple yet profound 
mantra that beckons us to explore 
innovative ways to reutilize and re-
juvenate the discarded items that 
often clutter our surroundings. 
The global community is increas-
ingly recognizing the importance 
of converting waste into treasure 
as a sustainable approach to re-
source management. This para-
digm shift involves turning waste 
materials into valuable resources 
through recycling, upcycling, and 
innovative technologies. Several 
initiatives, policies, and technolo-
gies are being implemented world-
wide to address the challenges of 
waste management and promote 
a circular economy. Pakistan, like 
many countries, faces the adverse 
effects of improper waste manage-
ment. Overflowing landfills, plas-
tic pollution, and environmental 
degradation have become pressing 
concerns. However, within this 
seemingly dire scenario, there ex-
ists a wealth of untapped potential 
waiting to be unleashed. It’s time 
for a paradigm shift — a collective 
realization that waste is not mere-

ly a burden but an opportunity for 
positive transformation. One of 
the most effective ways to address 
the waste issue is through creative 
reuse. In Pakistan, where crafts-
manship and creativity are deeply 
ingrained in the culture, the pos-
sibilities are endless. From repur-
posing old textiles into vibrant 
rugs to transforming discarded 
containers into innovative planters, 
creative reuse not only minimiz-
es waste but also adds a touch of 
uniqueness to our surroundings. 
The waste transformation industry 
can create employment opportuni-
ties in various stages of the waste 
management process, from collec-
tion and sorting to processing and 
manufacturing. The transformation 
of waste into valuable resources 
can also lead to the production 
of new and innovative products, 
contributing to economic growth 
and diversification. Communities 
play a pivotal role in the waste re-
demption journey. Initiatives such 
as community clean-up drives and 
waste-sorting programs empower 
individuals to actively contribute 
to a cleaner environment. Pakistan 
has witnessed the rise of inspiring 
community projects where citizens 
come together to collect, sort, and 
creatively repurpose waste. These 
initiatives not only mitigate the en-
vironmental impact but also foster 
a sense of shared responsibility. 
Embracing innovative technologies 
is another key avenue for waste 
reutilization in Pakistan. From con-
verting organic waste into compost 
through efficient composting meth-
ods to exploring advanced recycling 
techniques for plastics, technology 

can be a powerful ally in our quest 
for sustainability. Collaborative ef-
forts between government bodies, 
private enterprises, and research 
institutions can drive the develop-
ment and implementation of these 
technologies on a larger scale. Edu-
cation serves as the cornerst ne of 
any sustainable initiative. Schools, 
colleges, and community centers 
in Pakistan can play a pivotal role 
in raising awareness about the en-
vironmental impact of waste. Inte-
grating waste management educa-
tion into the curriculum, organizing 
workshops, and promoting sustain-
able practices can instill a sense of 
responsibility in the younger gen-
eration, creating a ripple effect of 
positive change. The public aware-
ness on the transformation of waste 
into valuable resources provides 
opportunities for public education 
on waste reduction, recycling, 
and the importance of sustainable 
consumption. Governments play a 
crucial role in steering the nation 
towards sustainable practices. Pa-
kistan has already taken strides 
in formulating waste management 
policies, but continuous and rigor-
ous implementation is essential. 
Providing incentives for business-
es adopting eco-friendly practices, 
imposing stricter regulations on 
single-use plastics, and investing 
in waste-to-energy projects can 
further catalyze the shift towards 
responsible waste management. 
Creating partnerships between gov-
ernment bodies, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), business-
es, and local communities is vital. 
Collaborative efforts can harness 
the collective expertise, resources, 

and enthusiasm needed to tackle 
the waste challenge comprehen-
sively. Public-private partnerships 
can foster innovation, enabling the 
development and implementation 
of sustainable waste management 
practices. The transformation of 
waste into a valuable resource in 
Pakistan can bring about various 
benefits for the country including 
Environmental Sustainability, Re-
source Conservation, Economic 
Opportunities, Reduced Pollution, 
Community Health and Well-being 
and Compliance with International 
Standards. It will also bring long-
term cost savings. By efficiently 
transforming waste into valuable 
resources, the long-term costs as-
sociated with waste disposal and 
environmental remediation may 
decrease. Effective waste manage-
ment practices can prevent the 
spread of diseases caused by the 
improper disposal of waste, bene-
fiting public health. A cleaner envi-
ronment and improved waste man-
agement contribute to better living 
conditions, which can positively im-
pact the well-being of communities.
The transformation of waste into a 
valuable resource is not just a possi-
bility but a necessity for Pakistan’s 
sustainable future. By redefining 
waste as an opportunity and em-
bracing creative, community-driv-
en, and innovative approaches, we 
can build a greener, cleaner, and 
more prosperous nation. The jour-
ney begins with a shared commit-
ment to the belief that “Waste is 
not waste unless we waste it.” Let’s 
embark on this transformative voy-
age, turning trash into treasure for 
a brighter tomorrow.

Transforming Trash into Treasure in Pakistan

Briefs
President for 

increasing 
access of 

visually 
impaired 
to books, 

education
ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr Arif Alvi on Wednesday 
directed to take necessary 
actions aimed at greater 
access of the visually im-
paired to books and knowl-
edge.  Chairing a meeting to 
review the role and perfor-
mance of of National Book 
Foundation at Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr, the president said that 
intellectual and individual 
development was possible 
by promoting the culture of 
book reading in the coun-
try.  He said the availabili-
ty of books and knowledge 
in braille for the visually 
impaired was a welcome 
move.  During the meeting, 
Managing Director NBF 
Dr Raja Mazhar Hameed 
briefed the president about 
the role and performance 
of the Foundation.  He said 
the National Book Founda-
tion was taking measures 
for the people affected by 
dyslexia.  The meeting was 
told that the Foundation 
was preparing books for 
the dyslexic children from 
class prep to 8th that would 
be available during the aca-
demic year 2024-25. It was 
informed that the Founda-
tion’s Braille Press in Kara-
chi was providing the books 
to the visually impaired for 
Rs 10 only. The books would 
help increase the access of 
visually impaired children 
to education. —DNA

RDA gives 
concession to 
educational 
institutions 

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Development Authority 
(RDA) on the directives 
of Director General (DG) 
RDA, Muhammad Saif An-
war Jappa has given con-
cession to the educational 
institutions till end of the 
current academic year. 
According to a RDA spokes-
man, the Land Use and 
Building Control Wing of 
RDA on the requests of the 
owners of the schools had 
suspended the legal action 
against illegal educational 
institutions till the end of 
the current academic year.
He informed that the au-
thority on the directives of 
the DG had decided to give 
concession to the owners 
of the schools so that the 
educational activities of the 
children are not interrupt-
ed due to the legal action of 
RDA and the children could 
complete their academic 
year without any hindrance. 
The spokesman said that 
in the light of this decision, 
all school owners who had 
established schools in resi-
dential buildings without ap-
proval were directed by the 
DG RDA to immediately get 
regularized the schools as 
per law or stop the illegal use 
of the buildings in residential 
areas. The school owners 
had also been instructed to 
submit an affidavit.—APP

1st executive 
body meeting 
of PCVTI held, 

important 
decisions 

made
Islamabad: First ex-
ecutive body meeting of 
Pak-China Vocational Train-
ing Institute was held in 
the office Gwadar Port Au-
thority (GPA). Chairman of 
GPA Passand Khan Buledi 
presided. Other participat-
ing members of executive 
body meeting included 
Yu Bo, Chairman China 
Overseas Ports Holding 
Company (COPHC), Dr. 
Manzoor Ahmed, Pro-VC 
Gwadar University and in-
terim Director of the voca-
tional institute and Rector 
of Shandong Institute of 
Commerce and Technology.  
The tetra-partite agree-
ment signed between the 
four parties (COPHC, GPA, 
University of Gwadar and 
Shandong Institute) was 
approved. Furthermore, in 
the meeting the existing 
courses and the expansion 
of the scope of teaching 
courses came under discus-
sion.  New diploma courses 
will be offered this spring, 
which was decided at the 
meeting, Gwadar Pro re-
ported on Wednesday. The 
organization and govern-
ance structure of the Insti-
tute was discussed, with 
further job creation for ad-
ministrative and teaching 
staff.   The body agreed to 
the proposal to induct stu-
dents for 3-year diploma 
program.  As per the agree-
ment, initially, 1 year will be 
taught in the institute and 
for the rest 2 year, students 
will be sent to Shandong 
to complete their diploma. 
GPA also agreed to bear the 
administrative costs of the 
institute.   Currently the in-
stitute offers 3-year diploma 
courses in port and mari-
time management, informa-
tion technology and tourism 
management and 1-year di-
ploma in advanced Chinese 
language and culture and 
advanced English.—APP

CDA to 
auction plots 
in next week

ISLAMABAD: The Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) has decided to con-
duct an auction of plots in 
Islamabad, alleviating the 
budgetary constraints faced 
by the civic body. According 
to the CDA official, the plot 
auction is set to take place 
from 10 to 12 January at the 
F9 Park in Gandhara Hall. 
Plots located on Blue Area, 
Centers, and Park Road will 
be included in the auction.
The auction list includes pet-
rol pumps, Class Three shop-
ping centers, agro farms, and 
apartment plots, along with 
fruit and vegetable shops, 
IT centers, and hostel plots. 
A substantial 10 percent dis-
count will be applicable for 
complete payments made 
within one month.—APP

ICCI and CAP demand 
rationalization of high taxes 

on construction industry
Engr. Sikandar Hayat Khattak former Chairman CAP, Malik Muhammad Azim Member Advisory  

Council, and other members of the delegation also spoke on the occasion and underscored the need  
to reduce taxes on the construction industry to revive the economy

DNA

Islamabad: A delegation of 
the Constructors Association of 
Pakistan (CAP) led by its Chair-
man Engr. Syed Ashfaq Hussain 
visited the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) and highlighted the issue 
of high taxes on the construc-
tion industry due to which this 
industry is facing a lot of prob-
lems in promoting construction 
activities. Engr. Sikandar Hayat 
Khattak former Chairman CAP, 
Malik Muhammad Azim Mem-
ber Advisory Council, and others 
were in the delegation.
Addressing the delegation, Engr. 
Azhar ul Islam Zafar, Acting Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry said that the 
construction industry plays a key 
role in the economic development 
of the country as the business activ-
ities of around 70 allied industries 
are associated with the construc-
tion sector. However, the imposi-
tion of high taxes on this indus-
try has badly affected its growth, 
discouraged new investment, and 
caused a slowdown in the overall 
economy. He said that the cut in 
taxes on this industry can attract 
investment of billions of dollars to 
the country and stressed that the 
government should rationalize 

taxes on this sector in consulta-
tion with stakeholders, withdraw 
tax on deemed income on im-
movable property, and create a 
conducive environment to spur 
the economic growth of the 
country. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Engr. Syed Ashfaq Hus-

sain, Chairman, Constructors 
Association of Pakistan said that 
many Overseas Pakistanis are 
interested in investing in the 
construction sector, but heavy 
taxes are discouraging them. He 
emphasized that the government 
should reconsider taxes on this sec-

tor and offer more attractive incen-
tives to this industry to boost for-
eign investment in the country. He 
said that the government can take 
the country’s economy from reces-
sion to sustainable development by 
focusing on the real estate and con-
struction sector. Engr. Sikandar 

Hayat Khattak former Chairman 
CAP, Malik Muhammad Azim 
Member Advisory Council, and 
other members of the delegation 
also spoke on the occasion and 
underscored the need to reduce 
taxes on the construction indus-
try to revive the economy.

PTDC to hold big ‘Tourism 
Education Conference’ next 
month, State-of art health 
facilities for tourists soon

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Man-
aging Director of Pakistan 
Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) 
Aftab-Ur-Rehman Rana 
Wednesday said that Pa-
kistan has been making 
sustained efforts to boost 
tourism in the country, 
seeking a rise in footfall 
of both domestic and in-
ternational tourists, after 
the impact of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.
Talking to PTV news 
channel, he said PTDC in 
next month of February 
would hold a ‘Tourism 
Education conference’ 
where we will focus on 
introducing tourism as 
a subject in schools and 
establish more tourism 
academies to aware our 
youth for responsible 
tourists.  He said that 
PTDC is introducing an 
awareness drive through 
social media and elec-
tronic media platforms 
on ‘Responsible tourist’ 
where we will engage our 
key stakeholders within 
the school ecosystem to 
ensure the success of 

this transformative initi-
ative.  Talking about an-
other project, PTDC MD 
said that the department 
with the coordination of 
the health ministry also 
identified five to six hos-
pitals in various cities of 
the country for ensuring 
quality health facilities 
to tourists, adding, that 
we are focusing on the 
health wellness of tour-
ists where they will get 
best surgery, transplant, 
Yoga and other medi-
cal treatments.  He said 
that our objective is to 
promote local tourism 
by educating tourists, 
adding, that PTDC also 
introducing a ‘National 
Calender of Events’ soon 
where tourist can easily 
plan their holiday trips, 
adding, Pakistan has a lot 
of potential to attract a 
huge number of foreign 
tourists and expatriate 
Pakistanis to explore and 
witness the country’s cul-
ture, religious tourism, 
eco-tourism, and Sikh 
heritage.  To another 
question, he said that the 
number of foreign tour-
ists who arrived in Paki-
stan in the year 2023 is 

a 115 percent increase in 
foreign tourists, adding, 
PTDC had also launched 
a new website for online 
booking of hotels and mo-
tels, adding that people 
have started to contact 
PTDC hotels and motels 
for advanced booking 
of rooms to avoid rush.   
Pakistan’s hospitality 
is known for its warmth 
and generosity, which 
will create more wel-
coming environment for  
tourists in the coming 
days, he added. Pakistan 
also improving its infra-
structure, including air-
ports, roads, and public 
transportation, to make 
it easier for tourists to 
travel within the country, 
he mentioned. Pakistan 
will offer more effective 
tourism opportunities to 
international audiences 
through targeted market-
ing campaigns and part-
nerships with travel agen-
cies and tour operators, 
MD highlighted.  “We are 
introducing a project in 
which we will streamline 
our visa policies to make 
it easier for tourists to ob-
tain visas and travel to the 
country”, he concluded.

Mobile 
Registration 

Centers of 
BISP to be 

operational 
soon

ISLAMABAD: The Mo-
bile Registration Vehicle 
Centers to facilitate the 
registration process for the 
intending beneficiaries of 
the Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP), 
belonging to the remote 
areas of the country, are 
likely to be operational 
soon. The Mobile Regis-
tration Centers will enable 
the deserving women re-
siding in the far-flung areas 
to access the registration 
facilities through mobile 
vehicles. According to an 
official source, the process 
of induction of Mobile Vans, 
which started in August, 
has entered into its last 
stages. A total of 25 Mobile 
Vans is being included to 
serve as Mobile Registra-
tion Centers of the National 
Socio-Economic Registry 
(NSER) which will facilitate 
those who were unable to 
access the registration fa-
cility.  The source revealed 
that as many as 19 Mobile 
Registration Centers are 
being established in the re-
mote areas of Balochistan, 
five in Sindh and one in Is-
lamabad in this phase. The 
Mobile Registration service 
is likely to be operational 
soon.—APP

Experts warn pollutants, 
dense fog leading to 
‘Pneumonia, asthma 

attacks
ISLAMABAD: Health experts on Wednesday warned that 
the continued thick smog in various cities of the country 
has become a real threat to citizens’ health, as the air pol-
lution rate increasing to an alarming level and leading to 
multiple chest infection diseases like Pneumonia.  Talking 
to a Private news channel, a specialist of ENT Dr Afnan 
Hayat children and elders are physiologically more vul-
nerable to air pollution than adults because their brains, 
lungs and other organs are still developing, adding, that 
hospitals were on high alert with beds and ventilators set 
aside for extra emergency cases.   He advised that pneumo-
nia is undoubtedly a risky respiratory health infection which 
can become a big problem when air pollution levels flare up.  
Citizens should keep themselves indoors during fog times, 
the risk of pneumonia and other severe respiratory prob-
lems doubled and also increases the risk of mortality, he 
added. “In case of fog and smog, people are advised to take 
some precautionary measures and vaccinate their children”, 
he added.  The expert also suggested plenty of rest, warm 
beverages, steam baths, or the use of humidifiers in houses 
for air moisture and timely consultations with doctors. Re-
plying to a question, he mentioned that Pneumonia begins 
with symptoms of fever, cough and difficulty breathing. 
Not only adults can get pneumonia, but children and the 
elderly can also experience it.  Interim Minister for Pri-
mary and Secondary Healthcare and Population Welfare 
Dr Jamal Nasir added that  smog was an additional factor 
in the increased respiratory diseases.    He confirmed that 
the number of pneumonia cases was higher than the previ-
ous year and asked citizens for timely vaccination  Talking 
about the shortage of vaccines.—DNA
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Window of opportunity 
should not be wasted

Solid commitment to 
engagement with world

I F the pullout of thousands of Israeli troops from the northern Gaza 
Strip starting from Monday can help to effectively reduce the intensity 
of the fighting in the Palestinian enclave, it merits a reserved wel-

come. If it leads to a cease-fire with Hamas that heralds the Palestinian 
issue returning to the negotiation table, then it is to be warmly welcomed. 
However, neither of those prospects appears likely. Shortly after Tel Aviv 
announced the withdrawal of the five brigades, senior Hamas official Saleh 
al-Arouri and two leaders of Hamas’s elite al-Qassam military brigades were 
killed in an explosion in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, reportedly 
caused by a targeted Israeli drone strike. Although Tel Aviv has not accept-
ed responsibility, it said “whoever did this… it was a surgical strike against 
the Hamas leadership”. That prompted Hezbollah to say that its finger 
“is on the trigger” as it promised vengeance for Arouri’s death. With the 
conflict between the United States and Houthi forces escalating in the 
Red Sea, it appears more likely that the Gaza hostilities will expand into 
a broader conflict rather than reach a turning point. The withdrawal of 
the troops can be regarded as a strategic compromise of the Benjamin 
Netanyahu government. None of its objectives, ranging from pressing 
Hamas to release the remaining hostages it is holding to turning Gaza 
into a buffer zone after uprooting Hamas, has been realized or looks 
likely to be. It has also come under mounting pressure from the world, 
including the US, which is still putting tremendous inputs into support-
ing Ukraine in its conflict with Russia, as well as growing domestic op-
position. All of which have prompted it to make the decision.
In particular, the softening support of the enough-is-enough US in the face 
of the rising civilian death toll has been a major factor influencing its de-
cision. Were it not for the US’ support, Israel would not have been able to 
sustain its military operations in Gaza with such intensity for so long. That 
the US started withdrawing its USS Gerald R. Ford aircraft carrier strike 
group from the Israeli coast in the Eastern Mediterranean on Monday, 
where it will be replaced by the amphibious assault ship the USS Bat-
aan and its accompanying warships, the USS Mesa Verde and the USS 
Carter Hall that had been in the Red Sea, sends the signal that the Gaza 
conflict will enter a new phase of low-intensity campaigns, featuring sur-
gical strikes against remaining Hamas strongholds and “pockets of resist-
ance”. The international community should seize the opportunity of the 
Israeli withdrawal to deliver humanitarian aid to the besieged civilians 
in Gaza. At the same time, the US should take advantage of its unique 
influence on Tel Aviv to prevent the conflict from expanding further into 
the southern Gaza Strip and help broker a cease-fire at an early date.

I NBOUND visitor numbers have been slow to recover after the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, with the number of foreign visitors to China well 
down from the pre-pandemic level. Leaving no doubt that the country 

is still welcoming visitors from other countries, a little more than three 
months ago, on Sept 27, the State Council, issued a notice outlining 
measures aimed at unleashing the potential of tourism consumption and 
promoting the high-quality development of the tourism industry. Among 
these was a commitment to increase the number of flights to overseas 
destinations, the resumption of various visa-free policies, and measures 
to simplify travel and payment procedures for foreign visitors. The notice 
was swiftly followed by the introduction of a unilateral visa-free policy for 
ordinary passport holders from France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Spain and Malaysia, which took effect on Dec 1 last year. According to the 
National Immigration Administration, there were around 214,000 visitors 
from these countries in December, an increase of 28.5 percent compared 
with November. Of these inbound trips, 118,000 were made by holders 
of ordinary passports without a visa, accounting for 55.1 percent of all 
inbound trips from these countries during the month. This highlights the 
significant boost the visa-free policy can give to inbound visitor numbers.
Having signaled its intent to extend the visa-free policy to more coun-
tries, visitors from Thailand are also expected to be beneficiaries of 
the visa-exemption policy, with Thailand announcing a historic recipro-
cal permanent”visa-free” agreement with China, effective from March 
1. With this year being designated as the ASEAN-China Year of Peo-
ple-to-People Exchanges, it seems likely that other ASEAN members 
besides Malaysia and Thailand will be among the future beneficiaries 
of the policy. A rebound of inbound tourism would spur the Chinese 
economy’s post-pandemic recovery, benefiting various associated sec-
tors. But just as importantly, it would reinforce China’s commitment 
to opening-up and global engagement. Beijing has repeatedly empha-
sized the importance of exchanges and communication between peo-
ple from different countries and cultures so as to clear misperceptions 
of one another and so lay a solid foundation for inter-country relations. 
By the end of June 2023, China had signed cultural and tourism co-
operation documents with 144 countries under the framework of the 
Belt and Road Initiative. Cities from 60-plus other countries involved 
in the BRI have formed more than 1,000 pairs of friendly cities with 
their Chinese counterparts. What China has achieved in its endeavors 
in promoting the BRI cooperation suggests how important it is for 
people from different cultures to conduct exchanges.
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SC’s response to level playing concerns

Serbia’s election crisis threatens EU aspirations

Qamar Bashir

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

W itnessing the live streaming of the Supreme 
Court’s proceedings to ensure a level playing 
field for all political parties, notably PTI, was 

an exhilarating and rare opportunity for me and indeed 
a rewarding experience for the entire nation. The court-
room drama unfolded as a battle of wits, with arguments 
scoring points and constitutional provisions being quoted. 
The determined Chief Justice persistently opposed the 
contempt of court proceedings against the Election Com-
mission, Chief Secretary, and IG Police of Punjab. This 
was based on the contention that the Election Commis-
sion had complied with the Supreme Court’s directives 
by issuing letters to all provincial election commissioners 
and the government, emphasizing the need for a fair elec-
toral landscape. Amidst this intense debate, Mr. Sardar 
Latif Khosa emerged as a persistent voice, asserting that 
the Election Commission’s responsibility extended beyond 
mere letters; it was also tasked with ensuring the actual 
implementation of the Supreme Court’s directives in both 
letter and spirit. He argued that the Punjab provincial ad-
ministration’s disregard for these instructions amounted to 
a violation of the court’s order, constituting contempt.
Just as Mr. Khosa’s argument seemed to be faltering, an 
unexpected turn occurred. He drew attention to a par-
agraph in the Election Commission’s report, revealing 
widespread allegations of abductions, constraints on PTI 
candidates and their supporters, and incidents where the 
RO office was inaccessible due to police cordoning, pre-
venting PTI candidates from filing nomination papers. This 
revelation inadvertently bolstered Mr. Khosa’s case, pro-
viding the Chief Justice with convincing evidence to admit 
the petition and issue notices to the Punjab advocate gen-
eral, inspector general, and chief secretary. The Supreme 
Court sought explanations regarding the alleged lack of a 
level-playing field in the upcoming general elections.
This pivotal moment led the court to also direct a report 
from officials concerning the implementation of its order, 
specifically addressing the party’s concerns. The proceed-
ings were adjourned till January 8, signaling the gravity and 
importance of the case and its potential implications for 
ensuring fair and transparent elections.
It goes without saying that a fair and equitable political 
landscape in nascent democracies like Pakistan necessi-
tates certain critical conditions. This includes equal access 
to resources, transparent electoral processes, freedom of 
expression, impartial institutions, and fair media coverage. 
These conditions foster a democratic environment where 
all political entities have an equal chance to present their 
policies, ensuring a level playing field. Such fairness isn’t 
just a democratic ideal but a necessity for the country’s 
stability and legitimacy. It encourages trust among citizens 
in the democratic system, promoting active participation 
and ensuring that the voices of all segments of society are 
heard and valued. The responsibility for creating and main-
taining a level playing field is shared among various stake-
holders. Government institutions such as the election com-
mission, judiciary, and law enforcement agencies play a 
pivotal role in ensuring fair elections and opportunities for 
all parties. Political entities themselves bear the respon-
sibility of upholding democratic principles and advocating 
for equitable competition. Civil society groups, along with 
the media, serve as watchdogs, monitoring and highlight-
ing any biases or discrepancies in the electoral process.
The absence of a level playing field during elections re-
verberates across multiple fronts, amplifying negative 
repercussions. Political parties suffer from eroded trust 
and diminished legitimacy, directly impacting their ability 

to govern effectively and gain public confidence. Societal 
repercussions include unrest and disenfranchisement, 
eroding social cohesion. Countrywide, political instability 
disrupts policymaking and governance, affecting economic 
stability and deterring both foreign and domestic invest-
ment. Businesses grapple with uncertainty, impacting 
long-term planning and market stability. Internationally, a 
compromised electoral environment tarnishes a country’s 
reputation, weakening diplomatic relations and eroding 
confidence in its commitment to democratic principles. 
Collectively, these consequences compromise long-term 
growth, stability, and global standing. The systematic 
targeting and imprisonment of a major political party’s 
leadership severely disrupt the foundational principles 
of fair competition in elections. Such actions not only 
impede the functioning of the targeted party but also 
undermine the democratic ethos of the nation. Similarly, 
when another political faction faces harassment and vi-
olent obstructions to their activities, it exacerbates the 
lack of fairness and safety in the electoral arena. 
These instances paint a troubling picture of an imbal-
anced and unjust political landscape, challenging the 
very essence of a level playing field in democratic pro-
cesses. The pathways for redressal and seeking justice 
amidst such allegations and injustices are entrenched 
within established institutional mechanisms. The Elec-
tion Commission stands as a pivotal entity responsible 
for overseeing fair elections; thus, parties encountering 
discrimination or hindrances in the electoral process 
can formally report grievances to this body. Additional-
ly, judicial avenues serve as vital forums for challenging 
unjust detentions, harassment, or violations of political 
rights, providing a means for legal recourse. Human 
rights commissions, both domestic and international, of-
fer platforms to investigate and address such violations, 
safeguarding democratic principles.
Yet, navigating these institutional channels might encoun-
ter obstacles when institutions themselves face compro-
mise or influence. In such complex scenarios, mobilizing 
civil society becomes imperative, leveraging public support 
to advocate for fairness and justice. Engaging with inter-
national organizations, leveraging diplomatic channels, 
and bringing global attention to these violations serve as 
alternate avenues to spotlight injustices, applying external 
pressure to restore democratic norms. Effectively address-
ing these challenges requires a multi-pronged approach, 
combining institutional redressal with public mobilization 
and international advocacy to safeguard the integrity of 
the democratic process. When a major political party ap-
proaches the Supreme Court of Pakistan seeking redres-
sal for a lack of a level playing field, the court encounters 
certain limitations. Upholding political neutrality while ad-
dressing constitutional rights is paramount. However, the 
court’s jurisdiction might be confined when matters direct-
ly fall under the purview of other institutions like the Elec-
tion Commission or the government’s executive actions. 
Operating within legal frameworks and past precedents, 
the court must tread cautiously, ensuring its interventions 
align with existing laws and constitutional provisions.
The court’s role mandates upholding the rule of law while 
respecting constitutional boundaries. It should safeguard 
constitutional rights without overstepping its jurisdiction. 
While intervening to uphold democratic principles is per-
missible, the court must refrain from excessive interfer-
ence with the functioning of other branches of government 
or independent bodies, unless absolutely necessary.
Many courts around the world were confronted with simi-

lar situations. In the United States, the pivotal case of *Cit-
izens United v. FEC* marked a watershed moment in the 
U.S. Supreme Court’s rulings on elections. The decision, 
affirming corporations’ and unions’ rights to unlimited in-
dependent political spending under the protection of the 
First Amendment, reshaped campaign finance regulations.
Within India’s legal landscape, *Kuldip Nayar v. Union of 
India* exemplified the Supreme Court’s commitment to 
fostering free and fair elections. The petition challenged 
the existing electoral framework, arguing that voters 
should have the option to reject all candidates contesting 
in an election if they found none of them suitable or de-
serving of their vote. The Supreme Court, acknowledging 
the importance of voters’ rights and the need for electoral 
reforms, ruled in favor of introducing the NOTA option on 
ballot papers, allowing voters to express their dissatisfac-
tion with contesting candidates effectively.
Kenya’s Supreme Court made history with its ruling in 
*Raila Odinga v. IEBC & others*, where the court nulli-
fied presidential election results due to irregularities. This 
landmark decision emphasized the critical importance of 
conducting transparent and fair elections, showcasing the 
judiciary’s intervention to safeguard democratic principles 
and electoral integrity. The lack of level playing field will 
not only mar the result of the elections but also prompt 
the prolonged litigation in the post election scenario. The 
aggrieved parties are most likely to  approach the Supreme 
Court to nullify election results due to concrete evidence of 
rigging will involve various potential outcomes.
The Supreme court is playing a proactive role to ensure 
that elections are held in a free and fair manner. There are 
two possible and expected decisions by the supreme court. 
In one scenario the SC despite compelling arguments 
from PTI’s legal counsel court may observe procedural 
limitations in directly attributing contempt. After thorough 
scrutiny and hearing the responses from the officials, the 
Supreme Court might issue directives for better implemen-
tation of Election Commission orders but refrains from la-
beling the actions as contempt due to lack of conclusive
In an alternate scenario, the Supreme Court may take a 
stern stance against the alleged disregard of Election Com-
mission directives by the Punjab administration and police. 
Despite the administration’s counter-arguments and expla-
nations, the court finds substantial evidence suggesting 
deliberate actions hindering PTI’s participation, thus con-
stituting contempt. The Chief Justice may express strong 
displeasure over the reported incidents of hindrance faced 
by PTI candidates during the electoral process, highlight-
ing the criticality of ensuring a level playing field for all 
political parties. The court, after careful consideration and 
thorough examination of the evidence presented, holds the 
IG Police and Chief Secretary accountable for failing to up-
hold the Election Commission’s directives. The Supreme 
Court may reprimand, possibly imposing fines or penalties, 
and issue stringent directives to ensure strict adherence to 
Election Commission orders in future elections.
However, the final verdict of the Supreme Court in such 
scenarios would largely hinge on the evidence presented, 
the court’s interpretation of contempt in this context, and 
the extent of the officials’ compliance or disregard for the 
Election Commission’s directives. It would aim to reinforce 
the sanctity of fair electoral processes while balancing ac-
countability with procedural considerations.

– Former Press Secretary to the President
Former Press Minister to the 

Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC

I N the heart of the Balkans, Serbia finds itself at a 
critical juncture following disputed elections that 
have cast a shadow over the nation’s democratic cre-

dentials. The outcome of these elections not only holds 
significant consequences for Serbia’s domestic political 
landscape, but also poses a threat to the country’s aspi-
rations of joining the EU, potentially destabilizing the en-
tire region. As the stakes escalate, it is imperative that a 
swift and transparent resolution is reached to safeguard 
Serbia’s democratic future and foster regional stability.
Last month’s elections in Serbia were marred by alle-
gations of irregularities, voter suppression and con-
cerns about the integrity of the electoral process. Such 
disputes not only undermine the trust of the Serbian 
people in their democratic institutions, but they also 
raise eyebrows among EU member states, which closely 
scrutinize aspiring members’ adherence to democratic 
norms and the rule of law. As well as being an internal 
affair, the resolution of this electoral quagmire is a lit-
mus test for Serbia’s commitment to democratic princi-
ples — a key criterion for EU accession. For Serbia, the 
EU represents a beacon of economic prosperity, politi-
cal stability and the promise of a brighter future. The 
bloc’s accession process is a transformative journey that 
demands unwavering dedication to democratic values, 
the rule of law and transparent governance. The cur-
rent electoral impasse threatens to derail this journey, 
potentially jeopardizing the dream of EU membership 
that has been a driving force behind the country’s po-
litical and economic reforms. The EU, wary of poten-
tial parallels with Hungary’s democratic challenges, has 
consistently emphasized the importance of upholding 
democratic standards as a prerequisite for membership. 
Brussels has closely monitored the electoral processes 

in aspiring member states, demanding fair and transpar-
ent elections as a fundamental criterion. Serbia’s ina-
bility to resolve the disputes surrounding last month’s 
elections not only calls into question the adherence to 
these principles, but also risks alienating the country 
from the path toward EU integration.
The consequences of a delayed resolution extend beyond 
Serbia’s borders, casting a dark cloud over the stability of 
the entire Balkan region. The Western Balkans have long 
been a tinderbox of historical tensions and geopolitical 
complexities. Any sign of democratic backsliding or po-
litical instability in one nation has the potential to rever-
berate across the region, threatening the delicate balance 
achieved through years of diplomatic efforts and recon-
ciliation. Regional stability is a key concern for Brussels 
and any disruption in the Balkans could have far-reaching 
consequences. The EU has a vested interest in fostering 
peace and cooperation in the region, as evidenced by its 
historical involvement in mediating conflicts and support-
ing postwar reconstruction. A destabilized Serbia not 
only risks reigniting historical animosities but could also 
open the door to broader regional instability. The govern-
ment must demonstrate a commitment to the rule of law 
by conducting an impartial investigation.
The unresolved electoral disputes in Serbia have the po-
tential to become a rallying point for political polarization, 
further dividing the nation along ideological lines. In a re-
gion where historical grievances still simmer beneath the 
surface, a fractured political landscape can be a catalyst for 
unrest. The EU, cognizant of the fragility of the Balkans, 
cannot afford to turn a blind eye to the internal political dy-
namics of aspiring member states. To salvage its democrat-
ic reputation and maintain its course toward EU accession, 
Serbia must prioritize a swift and transparent resolution to 

its electoral disputes. The government must demonstrate 
a commitment to the rule of law by conducting an impartial 
investigation into the alleged irregularities and ensuring 
that the electoral process is free from manipulation and 
coercion. The Serbian people deserve the assurance that 
their voices are heard and their votes count, laying the 
foundation for a credible and legitimate government.
Simultaneously, the EU must proactively engage in facili-
tating a resolution to the electoral crisis. The bloc’s com-
mitment to the stability of the Western Balkans necessi-
tates a hands-on approach, leveraging diplomatic channels 
and encouraging all relevant stakeholders in Serbia to pri-
oritize the democratic process. The EU’s role as a media-
tor and guardian of democratic values is crucial in guiding 
Serbia toward a path of reconciliation and political stability.
While the resolution of the electoral disputes is paramount, 
the EU must also acknowledge the broader challenges facing 
Serbia and the Western Balkans. Economic development, so-
cial cohesion and regional cooperation are equally vital com-
ponents of the accession process. Brussels should provide 
tangible support, both in terms of financial assistance and 
technical expertise, to help Serbia address the underlying 
issues that may have contributed to the current electoral 
crisis. Serbia stands at a crossroads, with the outcome of its 
electoral disputes having far-reaching implications for both 
its domestic political landscape and the stability of the entire 
Balkan region. A swift and transparent resolution is not just 
a prerequisite for Serbia’s EU aspirations, but also a crucial 
step in safeguarding the hard-earned peace and stability in 
the Western Balkans. The EU, as a beacon of democratic 
values and regional stability, must play a proactive role in 
guiding Serbia through this challenging period, reaffirming 
the shared commitment to a prosperous and united Europe. 

– Sourced by Arab News
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Perth: Alex de Minaur re-
corded arguably the biggest 
and most astonishing win 
of his career by stunning 
Novak Djokovic in straight 
sets 6-4, 6-4 at the United 
Cup in Perth on Wednes-
day. Minaur’s heroics gave 
Australia a 1-0 lead over 
Serbia in their quarter-final 
match and Ajla Tomljano-
vic can now claim the tie 
for the hosts by beating 
Natalija Stevanovic in the 
women’s single match. De 

Minaur broke Djokovic’s 
whopping 43-match win-
ning streak in Australia and 
he couldn’t be more happy. 
“It’s extra special,” de Min-
aur said of the win. “Novak 
is an unbelievable competi-
tor and what he’s done for 
the sport is pretty special. 
It feels surreal, amazing 
and I’m very happy to do it 
here in Perth and Australia.
“When you go up against 
Novak you have to go 
out and enjoy it and back 
yourself and no matter 
what keep fighting until 
the end. Today was my 

day and I’m happy that I 
was able to get the win. 
“I’m here to prove a lot of 
people wrong and to try 
and get better. Ultimately 

I won’t be the biggest or 
the strongest. I will show 
I have variety in my game 
and I’m glad I could bring 
this level today.” It was 

Djokovic’s first loss in 
Australia since 2018 when 
he lost to Hyeon Chung at 
the 2018 Australian Open.
De Minaur was defeated by 
Djokovic 6-2. 6-1 and 6-2 in 
the fourth round of the Aus-
tralian Open 2023 but that 
was not the case today.
Djokovic entered the match 
with a wrist injury he suf-
fered during Tuesday’s en-
counter with Jiri Lehecka 
which he eventually won 
6-1 6-7(3) 6-1 after losing 
the second set.
It is worth mentioning that 
Djokovic dominated the 

2023 season as he appeared 
in the final of all four Grand 
Slams Djokovic, and won 
three of them — Australian 
Open, French Open, and 
US Open — while he was 
handed a defeat by Carlos 
Alcaraz at Wimbledon.
After winning the ATP Fi-
nals win win over Jannik 
Sinner in straight sets in the 
final, Djokovic confirmed 
that he has no intention to 
stop and is now aiming for 
a “Golden Slam” — winning 
all major titles and a gold 
medal in the Olympics — 
for the next year.

Minaur breaks Djokovic’s 6-year winning streak
The 24-year-old stunned the Serb ahead of the Australian Open 2024. De 
Minaur broke Djokovic’s whopping 43-match winning streak in Australia
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blasts in Iran 
leave over...

From Page 01
ceremonies across the 
country, many of which had 
been foiled by Iranian secu-
rity services. He said the 
situation is now under the 
control of security forces. 
Iran’s Judiciary Chief Gho-
lam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei 
vowed the perpetrators 
and those responsible for 
the attack will be swiftly 
hunted down and brought 
to justice.  He blamed the 
attacks on terrorists backed 
by the world arrogance 
who harbor deep grudges 
against General Soleima-
ni, saying they’ve chosen 
to take revenge on the 
people after their various 
plots to insecure the coun-
try were foiled. General 
Soleimani, commander of 
the Quds Force of Iran’s 
Islamic Revolution Guards 
Corps (IRGC), and Abu 
Mahdi al-Muhandis, the sec-
ond-in-command of Iraq’s 
Popular Mobilization Units 
(PMU), and their compan-
ions were assassinated in a 
US drone strike authorized 
by then-US President Don-
ald Trump near Baghdad 
International Airport on 
January 3, 2020. 

Hamas 
leader’s 
killing...
From Page 01

Khirbet al-Adas in northern 
Rafah claimed the lives of 
three civilians and injured 
10 others. Casualties were 
also reported when an 
Israeli attack targeted a 
house behind an UNRWA 
school in the east of al-Mag-
hazi. Yesterday, three citi-
zens from the family of Abu 
Lahiya were martyred in an 
Israeli attack in al-Qarara 
town in Khan Yunis. Doz-
ens of casualties were also 
reported following Israeli 
attacks on other areas of 
Gaza last night and today. In 
a related context, the health 
ministry in Gaza said in the 
afternoon that the Israeli 
army committed, over the 
past 24 hours, 10 massa-
cres against families, which 
resulted in the martyrdom 
of at least 128 civilians.

Yemen 
claims 
fresh...

From Page 01
the Red Sea and the Arab 
Sea until Palestinians in 
Gaza receive the food and 
medicines they need. Saree 
noted that Yemeni Armed 
Forces will continue to al-
low all international ship-
ping companies to sail their 
vessels in the waters of 
both seas, except for ships 
bound for ports in the Israe-
li-occupied territories. The 
senior Yemeni military offi-
cial highlighted that any US 
act of aggression against 
the Arab nation will not 
go unanswered, warning 
Washington and its allies 
against any measure aimed 
at protection of vessels 
destined to the ports in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 
This was the latest in Yem-
en’s retaliatory operations 
in support of Palestinian in 
the Gaza Strip amid relent-
less Israeli strikes.

ECP indicts 
Imran, 

Fawad in...
From Page 01

prime minister and ex-min-
ister were present in the 
courtroom during the 
hearing and denied the 
allegations mentioned in 
the charge sheet. The ECP 
then adjourned the hearing 
on the contempt case till 
January 16. The electoral 
body had initiated con-
tempt proceedings against 
the former PTI chairman, 
former party leader Asad 
Umar and Fawad for insult-
ing the commission and its 
chief during various public 
meetings, press conferenc-
es and several interviews. 
According to the notice, 
politicos face the charges 
of passing unparliamenta-
ry, intemperate, and con-
temptuous remarks against 
the ECP on various occa-
sions. The political leaders 
were asked to either per-
sonally appear before the 
commission bench to clear 
their position or through 
their counsel. Instead 
of appearing before the 
bench, they challenged the 
commission’s jurisdiction 
in several high courts. 

Jamal, Rizwan, Agha shine 
as Pakistan scores 313

Aamer Jamal scored a crucial fifty lower down the order 
to help Pakistan post a competitive total on the board

Our Correspondents

Sydney: Pakistan were dis-
missed for 313 on the opening day 
of the third Test against Australia 
in Sydney.In reply, Australia safe-
ly negotiated an over to head to 
stumps at 6-0. Warner, playing his 
final Test, smashed a four on the 
first ball by Sajid Khan to begin 
his innings.  Pakistan team gave 
a guard of honour to Warner with 
the entire crowd applauding the 
star batter as he made his way 
out to the middle.  Aamer Jamal 
scored a crucial fifty lower down 
the order to help Pakistan post a 
competitive total on the board. 
Jamal and tailender Mir Hamza 
added 86 runs for the last wicket 
to get Pakistan past 300 despite 
being reduced to 227-9 at one 
stage. Jamal scored 82 runs in 97 
balls, which included nine fours 
and four sixes. Hamza provided 
Jamal with able support from the 
other end and remained not out 
on seven runs in 43 balls.
Earlier, Mohammad Rizwan and 
Agha Salman took the attack to 
Australia to help Pakistan recover 
from a rocky start. After slipping 
to 96 for five soon after lunch, 
Rizwan and Salman stitched a pul-

sating 94-run partnership before 
Rizwan was dismissed just before 
tea for 88. Rizwan, who was left 
out for the first Test, smashed 
two sixes and 10 fours off 103 
balls before he fell to a legside 
trap set by Pat Cummins. Rizwan 
top-edged a pull shot for Josh Ha-
zlewood to take the catch at fine 
leg after posting the highest indi-
vidual score by a Pakistan batter 
of the series. After the tea break, 
Mitchell Star got rid of Agha Sal-

man after the latter had scored 
53 runs in 67 balls. Cummins, 
who was the pick of the bowlers 
with figures of 5-61, became the 
first Australian to take three con-
secutive five-wicket hauls in Tests 
since Nathan Lyon in 2017.
Pakistan made a disastrous start 
after winning the toss, losing 
four wickets in the opening ses-
sion and skipper Shan Masood 
shortly after lunch for 35. It was 
a rousing morning session for 

the Australians, who are looking 
to send off 37-year-old opening 
batter David Warner as a winner 
in his home city in his 112th and 
final Test match. Openers Abdul-
lah Shafique and debutant Saim 
Ayub were dismissed inside the 
first two overs. The out-of-form 
Shafique fell to the second ball 
of Mitchell Starc´s opening over, 
needlessly playing a loose drive 
and nicking a catch to Steve Smith 
at second slip for a duck.

Ayub, brought in for Imam-ul-
Haq to make his Test debut, only 
lasted two balls before he fell to 
a Hazlewood outswinger in the 
next over, snapped up behind by 
Alex Carey. Pakistan lurched to 
four for two and for a time looked 
to be consolidating with Babar 
Azam playing three glorious cover 
drives to the ropes before he was 
out on first-hour drinks for 26.
Cummins appealed vociferously 
for lbw but was turned down by 
the umpire, only to seek a review 
and get the verdict he sought, leav-
ing the tourists tottering at 39 for 
three. Saud Shakeel copped a nas-
ty blow on the collarbone from a 
Cummins lifter and in the Australi-
an skipper´s next over he prodded 
a catch behind to Carey for five, 
leaving his side further in the mire 
at 47 for four. Masood had a big 
moment on 32 in the second over 
after lunch when he was caught 
by Smith at second slip but it was 
ruled a no-ball from bowler Mitch-
ell Marsh. Marsh got the last laugh 
two overs later when Masood, on 
35, again edged the medium-pacer 
to Smith in almost identical fash-
ion to leave Pakistan at 96 for five. 
Australia bagged the three-match 
series with a 79-run win in the sec-
ond Test in Melbourne.

No ‘bat’ for 
PTI as PHC 
restores 

ECP order
From Page 01

election process as per its 
constitutional mandate.” 
The party’s candidates 
would now, given the order, 
have to contest elections 
“independently”, Ahmed 
Bilal Mehboob, chief of the 
think tank Pildat, told Geo 
News. The electoral body 
had filed a review petition 
at the high court against 
the PHC’s December 26 
decision, which had sus-
pended the ECP’s order 
and restored the party’s 
‘bat’ symbol till a final de-
cision on the matter. The 
ECP, in its order on Decem-
ber 22, had declared PTI’s 
intra-party polls “illegal” 
and stripped it of using the 
‘bat’ symbol.  Following its 
order, the former ruling 
party approached the PHC, 
seeking to restore its elec-
toral symbol ahead of the 
general elections slated for 
February 8, as it is a major 
voter driving force. In its 
petition, the ECP requested 
the court review the PTI’s 
intra-party elections and its 
decision related to the elec-
tion symbol. Barrister Asad 
Rahim Khan told Geo.tv 
that following the setback in 
the PHC, the party can still 
knock on the doors of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

SC issues 
notices to 

Punjab IG...
From Page 01

the hearing of the case till 
January 8. The proceedings 
of the case were broadcast 
live on SC’s website and 
YouTube channel. PTI law-
yer Latif Khosa presented 
arguments on behalf of 
Advocate Shoaib Shaheen, 
who filed the appeal in the 
court. On December 22, 
the top court directed the 
ECP to address the PTI’s 
concerns regarding the 
level-playing field on the 
former ruling party’s peti-
tion. In line with the court’s 
order, the ECP represent-
atives met the PTI delega-
tion and assured them of 
addressing its grievances in 
the lead up to the February 
8 national vote. However, 
the party filed another peti-
tion on December 26, seek-
ing contempt of court pro-
ceedings against the ECP 
over the electoral body’s 
alleged failure to ensure a 
level-playing field.

Japan 
quake toll 
rises to 62

From Page 01
there are people waiting for 
help,” Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida said on Wednes-
day after an emergency task 
force meeting. The number 
of military personnel sent 
to the area on rescue mis-
sions has been doubled, 
with more rescue dogs also 
deployed, he added. The 
operation was given extra 
urgency as the Japan Mete-
orological Agency (JMA) is-
sued a heavy rain warning in 
the region, advising people 
to be on alert for landslides 
until Wednesday evening. 
There were “almost no 
houses standing” in one 
town in the Suzu area, said 
municipal mayor Masuhiro 
Izumiya. “About 90 per cent 
of the houses (in that town) 
are completely or almost 
completely destroyed […] 
the situation is really cata-
strophic,” he said, according 
to broadcaster TBS.

FM Jilani 
meets...
From Page 01

the TTP on behalf of the 
Taliban administration. To-
day’s meeting between Jilani 
and Akhund comes at a time 
when relations between the 
two countries have suffered 
due to a spike in terrorist at-
tacks, mostly claimed by the 
outlawed militant TTP group. 
Islamabad has stated that the 
TTP and other groups use 
Afghan soil against Pakistan. 
The Afghan Taliban have 
denied the charge and have 
stated they will not allow an-
yone to use Afghan soil to be 
used against the neighbour. 
But authorities remain un-
convinced and have demand-
ed action against the TTP, its 
sanctuaries and the handover 
of its leaders. In November, 
Caretaker Prime Minister 
Anwarul Haq Kakar said 
there was a 60 per cent 
increase in terrorism and 
a 500pc spike in suicide 
bombings since the Af-
ghan Taliban came to pow-
er in August 2021.

Mohammad Siraj destroys 
South Africa in second Test

DNA

Cape town: A ferocious spell of 
bowling by pacer Mohammad Siraj put 
India in the driving seat against South 
Africa on the first day of the second 
Test in Cape Town. By the time this 
story was filed, South Africa were 
reeling at 46-7 with Siraj the chief de-
stroyer with the ball. The right-armer 
has already claimed six wickets for 
15 runs while bowling nine overs on 
the trot. Siraj claimed the wickets of 
Dean Elgar (4), Aiden Markram (2), 
Tony de Zorzi (2), David Bedingham 
(12), Kyle Verreynne (15) and Marco 
Jansen (0). Earlier, South Africa cap-
tain Dean Elgar opted to bat first in 
the second and final Test against India 
at Newlands on Wednesday.
The hosts are eyeing a series sweep 

against the number one side in the 
world. South Africa made three 
changes to the team after winning 
the first Test by an innings and 32 
runs in Pretoria. Middle order bat-
ter Tristan Stubbs makes his de-
but in the place of injured regular 
captain Temba Bavuma. Spinner 
Keshav Maharaj received his 50th 
cap in the place of injured Gerald 
Coetzee and seamer Lungi Ngidi 
replaced Keegan Petersen.
"It looks an interesting wicket, a few 
snakes in it, hopefully it comes to the 
fore when we bowl," Elgar said. "It is 
a big hurdle for us and a big test, this 
is our marquee game for the season. 
We have to start well." India captain 
Rohit Sharma admitted he would have 
batted first had he won the toss as the 
visitors made two changes.
Fit again left-arm spinner Ravindra 

Jadeja replaces Ravichandran Ashwin, 
while seamer Mukesh Kumar comes 
features instead of Shardul Thakur.
"There will be enough in the pitch for 
the seamers, so hopefully we can cash 
in on it," Rohit said. "It is important 
for us to forget what has happened in 
the past, it is about the present."
The match is a final in his 12-year Test 
career for Elgar, who decided to bring 
the curtain down ahead of the series.
Teams: South Africa: Dean Elgar 
(capt.), Aiden Markram, Tony de Zor-
zi, Tristan Stubbs, David Bedingham, 
Kyle Verreynne, Marco Jansen, Kes-
hav Maharaj, Kagiso Rabada, Nandre 
Burger, Lungi Ngidi
India: Rohit Sharma (capt.), Yashas-
vi Jaiswal, Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli, 
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, Ravindra Jade-
ja, Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj, 
Prasidh Krishna, Mukesh Kumar.

Shaheen Shah opens up about 
resting for Sydney Test

Sydney: Shaheen Shah Afridi has 
shed light on the decision behind his 
exclusion from Pakistan's third Test 
against Australia at the Sydney Crick-
et Ground.  While talking to foreign 
sports channel, Shaheen acknowl-
edged the necessity of resting and 
explained that the management opt-
ed for "workload management" due 
to the significant number of overs he 
bowled in the first two Tests in Perth 
and Melbourne. Despite missing the 
Sydney Test, Shaheen had a notable 
performance in the earlier matches, 
securing eight wickets, including a 
four-wicket haul in the Boxing Day Test 
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. "I 
played two games, and a lot of overs to 
be honest. They're just managing my 
workload, the medical team and team 

management decided to take a rest for 
this (Test)," Shaheen said.
Expressing his disappointment about 
missed opportunities on the field dur-
ing the Australian tour, Shaheen high-
lighted the impact of dropped catches. 
"I think that I can take more wickets, 
but unfortunately, catches win match-
es, and unfortunately we missed those 
opportunities on the field most of the 
time. It has been a good tour so far and 
the last game that we played was quite 
awesome. As a bowling unit, and as a 
team, we gave our best, the result was 
not in our hands, but we tried," he fur-
ther added. Despite their efforts, Paki-
stan, led by Shan Masood, is currently 
trailing the series 0-2, enduring a chal-
lenging streak of 18 consecutive Test 
losses on Australian soil. – Agencies

SL name different 
captains for Test, 

ODI and T20Is
“I would have preferred to have the 

same captain for all three formats,” chief 
selector Upul Tharanga told reporters in 

Colombo. “But we are unable to do that at 
the moment with the players we have.”

Colombo: Sri Lanka cricket selectors on Wednesday 
named three different captains for the Test, ODI and T20I 
sides ahead of tours by Zimbabwe and Afghanistan.
Batting all-rounder Dhananjaya de Silva, 32, will be the 
Test skipper while Kusal Mendis, 28, will lead the ODI 
team and Wanidu Hasaranga, 26, will captain the Twen-
ty20 squad. It is the first time that Sri Lanka will have 
separate skippers for all three formats.
“I would have preferred to have the same captain for 
all three formats,” chief selector Upul Tharanga told 
reporters in Colombo. “But we are unable to do that 
at the moment with the players we have.” Selectors 
had resolved to retain Mendis through to the next ODI 
World Cup in 2027, Tharanga said, despite finishing 
second from bottom at last year’s showpiece in India. 
Mendis took over after the last-minute injury with-
drawal of Dasun Shanaka and Tharanga said Shanaka 
had not considered for the captaincy due to perfor-
mance issues over the past two years. Hasaranga will 
lead the side for the T20 World Cup starting in June 
in the West Indies and United States. The latest se-
lection announcement came ahead of the white ball 
series against Zimbabwe starting Saturday. Following 
that Sri Lanka will host Afghanistan for three T20s, 
three ODIs and one Test match.
Sri Lanka ODI squad to play Zimbabwe: 
Kusal Mendis (captain), Charith Asalanka, Pathum 
Nissanka, Avishka Fernando, Sadeera Samarawick-
rama, Sahan Arachchige, Maheesh Theekshana, Dil-
shan Madushanka, Dushmantha Chameera, Dunith 
Wellalage, Pramod Madushan, Jeffrey Vandersay, 
Akila Dananjaya, Wanidu Hasaranga. – DNA

Osaka’s Brisbane 
comeback ended by 
big-serving Pliskova
BRISBANE, AUSTRALIA:Defending champion Karolina 
Pliskova used her big serve to full advantage to end Naomi 
Osaka’s return to tennis in the second round of the Brisbane 
International on Wednesday. Pliskova, who won the tourna-
ment the last time it was held in 2020, bounced back from los-
ing the first set to grind down the Japanese star 3-6, 7-6 (7/4), 
6-4. Four-time Grand Slam champion Osaka had not played 
a tournament since September 2022, citing mental health 
concerns. She had a baby daughter in July before deciding to 
make a comeback. After an impressive first-round win over 
Germany’s Tamara Korpatsch, Osaka started strongly against 
the 39th-ranked Pliskova, breaking the Czech’s opening ser-

vice game. Pliskova, a two-time Grand Slam finalist, levelled 
but Osaka broke again to take a 4-2 lead then held on to bank 
the opening set. The momentum began to shift in the second 
set as the tall Pliskova began to find the mark with her serve. 
She won the second set tiebreak then got an early break in the 
third, holding on with ease to take the match in 2hr 13min. 
“I thought I played quite well -- there are a lot of things to 
improve but it’s a good start,” said Pliskova, adding that after 
a first-round bye and having not played since September, she 
needed time to find her feet. “You can practise as much as 
you want but in matches it’s always a little bit different,” she 
said. “It’s been a long break but I’ve been doing this sport for 
many, many years. “I’ve been training for a couple of months 
and I think I’m in pretty good shape.” – Agencies

Cricket SA defends 
inexperienced 

squad NZ Tests
JOHANNESBURG: The Board of Cricket South Africa 
(CSA) on Tuesday, responded to the ongoing concerns 
regarding their inexperienced squad for the Test series 
against New Zealand. CSA named seven uncapped play-
ers in their 14-member squad for the New Zealand series, 
scheduled to commence on February 4.
Uncapped batter Neil Brand will lead South Africa on the 
New Zealand tour which will be played at the same time as 
SA20 league, featuring the frontline Proteas players. Their 
decision to name an inexperienced squad drew backlash 
from the cricketing world while former Australian captain 
Steve Waugh has blamed the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) and leading cricket boards for not ‘caring’ about Test 
cricket. The CSA finally responded to the concerns and 
stated that it has utmost respect for the format. “We 
reassure the fans that CSA has the utmost respect for 
the Test format as the pinnacle of the game we love,” the 
cricketing body said in a statement. CSA further shared 
that it tried to reschedule the two-match Test series 
against New Zealand but could not reach an agreement 
with the fellow cricket board. – Agencies

Four-time Grand Slam champion 
Osaka had not played a tournament 

since September 2022, citing  
mental health concerns
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ISTANBUL : Kazakh President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev on 
Wednesday said that not a single 
world problem can be solved with-
out the participation of Russia. 
“The opinion of Russia is tak-
en into account throughout the 
world; without the participation 
of this state, not a single world 
problem can be solved, and this 
is a fact,” Tokayev said in an in-
terview published by the Egemen 
Qazaqstan newspaper. To a ques-
tion about the upcoming Russian 
presidential election in March 
2024, Tokayev said Moscow plays 
an important role in world pol-
itics and that his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin is a leader 

who “shapes the global agenda” 
through his words and actions.
“Therefore, a presidential elec-
tion in a country like Russia will 
have great international signif-
icance and will attract the at-
tention of most countries in the 
world,” Tokayev said. For Kazakh-
stan, Tokayev said, the Russian 
presidential election is of particu-
lar interest due to the high-level 
relations between Moscow and 
Astana. He further said that 2024 
will be a landmark year not only 
for Russia but also for other coun-
tries that will be holding elections 
such as the US, the UK, India, 
and Azerbaijan. Regarding Ka-
zakhstan’s relations with China, 
Tokayev said he and his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping launched a 
new “golden 30 years” of cooper-

ation between the two countries. 
Expressing that Kazakh-Chinese 
relations are developing in the 
“spirit of friendship, good neigh-
borliness, and eternal strategic 

partnership,” Tokayev said that it 
is important for Astana to cooper-
ate with Beijing and effectively use 
all the advantages of their friendly 
relations and mutual trust. To-
kayev also talked about Kazakh-
stan’s foreign policy approach for 
2024, saying that Astana will con-
tinue a constructive and balanced 
foreign policy, taking into account 
the national interests of the state. 
Tokayev also said that Russia is 
the main strategic partner and 
ally of Kazakhstan. Over the past 
30 years, we have built an impres-
sive architecture of interstate 
relations, which includes over 
300 treaties and agreements. Bi-
lateral cooperation mechanisms 
operate in almost all areas. the 
President said, emphasizing that 
trade turnover between the two 

countries reached $21.4 billion in 
10 months of 2023.
According to Tokayev, the presi-
dential election in Russia will have 
great international significance 
and will attract the attention of 
most countries in the world. “We 
must realize that Russia plays an 
extremely important role in world 
politics and has the status of a 
permanent member of the United 
Nations (UN) Security Council. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
is a leader who, with his words 
and actions, essentially shapes 
the global agenda. The opinion 
of Russia is taken into account 
throughout the world; without 
the participation of this state, 
not a single world problem can 
be solved, and this is a fact,” the 
President said.

Tokayev emphasizes Russia’s crucial role in global issues

Briefs
ICJ to hear 

SA genocide 
case against 

Israel next 
week

JOHANNESBURG : South 
Africa will appear before 
The Hague-based Inter-
national Court of Justice 
(ICJ) next week to present 
its case against Israel’s al-
leged genocide in Gaza, a 
Foreign Ministry official 
said. The hearing is sched-
uled for Jan. 11 and 12. “We 
will be appearing in court of 
the ICJ on the 11th of this 
month. We will be present-
ing our case as to why we 
think based on all the evi-
dence including the special 
intent of the crime of gen-
ocide, we have found that 
based on many statements 
from leaders that a special 
intent is available,’’ Zane 
Dangor, director general of 
the Foreign Ministry, told 
national broadcaster SABC 
late Tuesday. South Africa, 
which has backed the Pal-
estinian cause for decades, 
launched the case late last 
month, requesting the ICJ 
to investigate alleged acts 
of genocide committed by 
Israel in Gaza, and declare 
on an urgent basis that 
Israel is in breach of its 
obligations in terms of the 
1948 Genocide Convention. 
It requested the court to 
ask Israel to immediately 
cease all acts and measures 
in breach of the obligations. 
Israel will appear before the 
ICJ to contest South Africa’s 
genocide accusations, an Is-
raeli government spokesman 
said on Tuesday. Anadolu re-
cently published a book titled 
The Evidence, containing 
visuals that expose possibly 
criminal actions by Israel in 
Gaza.—DNA

US base in 
Syria comes 
under drone 

attack
TEL ABYAD : The Islamic 
Resistance in Iraq, an um-
brella group representing 
several Iraqi armed fac-
tions, claimed responsibil-
ity for launching a kamika-
ze drone attack Tuesday 
against the Al-Shaddadi 
base in Syria’s northeastern 
Hasakah province, where 
US forces are stationed.  
The group issued a state-
ment citing its commitment 
to “resisting the American 
occupation forces in Iraq 
and the region” and linked 
the attack to its response to 
the “Zionist entity’s (Isra-
el’s) massacres” of the peo-
ple of Gaza. It is not known 
whether there are casual-
ties in the attack and the 
US has not issued a state-
ment so far on the incident. 
Earlier in the day, a rocket 
attack was carried out on 
the base. Recently, attacks 
using kamikaze drones and 
ground-to-ground weapons 
have targeted US military 
bases in the Al-Tanf region 
in southeastern Syria, Mali-
kiyya district near the Iraqi 
border, town Al-Shaddadi 
in Hasakah province and in 
Deir ez-Zor province.
Territories of Deir ez-Zor, 
located east of the Euphra-
tes River, are under the oc-
cupation of the US-backed 
PKK/YPG terrorist group, 
while the provincial capital 
and other rural areas are 
controlled by Syria’s Bashar 
al-Assad regime and Iran-
backed groups.—APP

President 
votes early in 
BD  amidst 
opposition 

boycott
DHAKA : Bangladeshi 
President Mohammed 
Shahabuddin and his wife 
on Wednesday cast their 
votes through postal ballot 
as the South Asian nation 
heads for Jan. 7 election 
amid an opposition boy-
cott. Shahabuddin hoped 
the election would be held 
in a peaceful atmosphere 
with people’s participation, 
according to the presiden-
tial press service. Mean-
while, armed forces and the 
Bangladesh Border Guard 
(BGB) have been deployed 
across the country ahead 
of the election on Jan. 7 to 
help the civil administra-
tion maintain law and order. 
Many popular figures, in-
cluding Bangladesh national 
cricket team captain Shakib 
Al Hasan, former captain 
Mashrafe Bin Murtaza, film 
star Ferdous Ahmed, media 
personality and artist Asa-
duzzaman Noor, and sing-
er Mumtaz Begum, have 
joined the election fray on 
the ruling Awami League 
party’s nomination.—APP

Record-
breaking 

heat sweeps 
across China 

in 2023
The heat in China was re-
lenting in 2023 with tem-
perature records broken 
from Beijing to Shanghai, 
echoing the global heat-
wave phenomena that 
also engulfed most of the 
world and raised more con-
cerns about global climate 
change. China’s searing 
heat led to 127 national 
weather stations breaking 
records for daily high tem-
peratures in 2023, state 
media reported on Tuesday.
Beijing smashed a 23-year-
old record in July with 27 
consecutive days of tem-
peratures above 35 degrees 
Celsius (95 Fahrenheit). 
The national average tem-
perature of 10.7 degrees 
Celsius (51.3 Fahrenheit), 
the highest since 1961 and 
0.8 degrees Celsius higher 
than a normal reading of 
9.9 Celsius (49.8F), broke 
the record of 10.5 Celsi-
us (50.9F) set in 2021, 
state broadcaster CCTV 
said. Most of the country 
was 0.5-1 degrees Celsius 
warmer. The average tem-
perature in 13 provinces, 
cities or regions including 
Beijing, Shandong, Liaon-
ing, Xinjiang and Henan 
were all at the highest since 
1961, CCTV said. China 
experienced a stretch of 
record-breaking heat and 
extreme weather, with read-
ings at one weather station 
in the far northwestern re-
gion of Xinjiang on July 16 
hitting an all-time high of 
52.2 degrees Celsius (126 
Fahrenheit).—DNA

Taiwan detects 
4 Chinese 

balloons ahead 
of election

Taipei : Four Chinese bal-
loons were detected moving 
across the median line sep-
arating Taiwan from China, 
with three flying directly 
above the island, Taipei’s 
defence ministry has said. 
A graphic released by the 
ministry on Wednesday 
showed three balloons 
headed northeast above Tai-
wan after appearing “south-
west of Ching-Chuan-Kang”, 
home to a military airbase 
in the western city of Tai-
chung. The lowest altitude 
measured for one of them 
was 12,000 feet (3,658 me-
tres). Tuesday’s balloon in-
cidents came less than two 
weeks before the self-ruled 
island will hold a pivotal 
election and was the second 
consecutive day such ob-
jects were detected above 
Taiwan. The ministry began 
reporting them for the first 
time in December, publicly 
identifying six incidents. It 
said on Wednesday it was 
“closely monitoring and will 
take appropriate measures” 
on the balloons, depending 
on the “nature, altitude and 
possible hazards of the tar-
gets”. —APP

Storm henk 
Causes 
flooding  
in UK 

London : Hundreds of 
flood warnings were in 
place in the UK on Wednes-
day, after strong winds and 
rain lashed large parts of 
the country, hitting trav-
el and cutting power. The 
strongest gusts from Storm 
Henk were recorded on 
Tuesday afternoon on the 
Isle of Wight, off England’s 
south coast, where the wind 
reached 94 miles (151 kilo-
metres) per hour. The wind 
got up to 81 mph at Exeter 
airport, along the south 
coast in Devon, the Met 
Office weather agency said. 
Gloucestershire Police in 
western England said a man 
n his 50s was killed when a 
tree fell on his car during the 
storms near Cirencester. On 
Wednesday morning, the En-
vironment Agency said it had 
issued 294 flood warnings 
-- where flooding is expected 
-- and 341 flood alerts -- where 
flooding is possible -- in Eng-
land. Several residents had to 
be evacuated from houseboats 
and caravans on the River 
Nene near Northampton, 70 
miles north of London, be-
cause of rising waters. Eight 
flood warnings and 32 flood 
alerts were in force in Wales, 
as well as a severe flood warn-
ing, indicating a danger to life, 
Natural Resources Wales said. 
According to the Energy Net-
works Association, an industry 
body of gas and electricity 
suppliers, some 10,000 cus-
tomers were without power. 
National Highways, which 
operates and maintains mo-
torways and major roads in 
England, said several main 
routes were closed because 
of flooding.—Agencies 

Ethiopia’s sea access 
 crucial for regional integration
The Ambassador said signing of a MoU with the Government of Somaliland for sea access 

 was a true reflection of the strong commitment of the Government of Ethiopia
DNA

ISLAMABAD : Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the Federal Democratic Republic 
of Ethiopia (FDRE) to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan on Wednesday 
said the Government of Ethiopia 
had achieved aspirations of its peo-
ple by securing access to the sea 
which was crucial for regional inte-
gration, peace and prosperity.
The Ambassador said signing of a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Government of 
Somaliland for sea access was a 
true reflection of the strong com-
mitment of the Government of 
Ethiopia to the regional integra-
tion, collective peace, security and 
socio-economic development.
He said the credit for this break-
through goes to H.E. Dr. Abiy 
Ahmed, the Prime Minister of FDR 
Ethiopia, who already won the No-
bel Peace Prize for his strong com-
mitment to peace and prosperity. 

H.E. Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
had a clear vision not only for the 
development in Ethiopia but for 
the entire Africa and the world, 
the ambassador remarked.  The 
Ambassador said Ethiopia was 
already sharing its resources with 
the neighboring countries in Af-
rica fostering strong connections 
with the brotherly countries. Cur-
rently, Ethiopia was exporting 
energy to Djibouti, Kenya and Su-
dan contributing to the regional 
integration and development in a 
massive way, he added. The work 
on Grand Ethiopian Renaissance 
Dam was almost completed which 
would not only produce more than 
5,150 Megawatts of the electrici-
ty, but also supplement efforts of 
the Government of Ethiopia in 
promoting regional development 
and prosperity, the Ambassador 
noted. Ambassador Jemal Beker 
expressed gratitude to H.E. Muse 
Bihi Abdi, President of Somali-
land, for supporting Ethiopia’s 
quest for access to the sea.
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China embraces first 
batch of Pakistani beef

Pakistan is a viable export partner of China due to its 
proximity and logistics advantages. We are also the 

cheapest nation in providing goods to the world
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD : In a notifi-
cation to the Pakistan Stock 
Exchange, the Organic 
Meat Company Limited re-
ported that it had success-
fully exported cooked/
heat-treated frozen beef 
to China on the last day 
of 2023. In June 2023, 
General Administration of 
Customs of China (GACC) 
granted access for Paki-
stani heat-treated beef to 
be exported to China. In 
October, Organic Meat 
was approved to export 

standards-compliant beef 
to China.  The Organic 
Meat has become the first 
and only company from 
Pakistan to secure approv-
als from China.  Gwadar 
Pro quoting an official an-
nouncement of GACC, re-
ported on Wednesday that 
the imported Pakistani 
cooked/heat-treated beef 
must originate from cattle 
younger than 30 months.  
Additionally, the meat 
must be boneless and have 
undergone a rigorous heat 
treatment process. The 
center of the meat should 
reach a temperature of 
at least 70 degrees Cel-

sius for a minimum of 30 
minutes. In 2022, global 
beef consumption reached 
56.961 million tons, with 
China’s beef consump-
tion reaching 9.87 million 
tons, accounting for 17% 
of the total.  In contrast, 
Pakistan only contributes 
0.5% to the world’s beef 
consumption, as reported 
by the media. According 
to a report released by 
China Animal Agriculture 

Association, China’s beef 
consumption is project-
ed to continue increasing 
until 2025.  It is expected 
that by 2035, China’s beef 
consumption will reach 14 
million tons, with a pro-
jected gap of more than 3 
million tons.
Pakistan is a viable export 
partner of China due to its 
proximity and logistics ad-
vantages. We are also the 
cheapest nation in provid-
ing goods to the world.  
The quality and price of 
Pakistan’s beef are far su-
perior to those of many 
other countries,” CEO of 
Organic Meat said.

Sudan RSF open 
to immediate 
ceasefire talks

ADDIS ABABA : Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) said on Tuesday it was open to an imme-
diate, unconditional ceasefire through talks with the Su-
danese army as it signed a declaration with the Taqadum 
civilian coalition and invited the army to do the same. A 
nine-month war in Sudan, which now faces the world’s 
largest displacement crisis, has devastated the country’s 
infrastructure and prompted warnings of famine. At-
tempts to end the conflict through negotiations, lead by 
the United States and Saudi Arabia, have so far come to 
nothing and previous agreements to protect civilians have 
gone unheeded. By signing the so-called Addis Ababa Dec-
laration, which is intended to serve as the basis for further 
negotiations and a political settlement, the RSF has made its 
clearest commitment to ending the war so far. “If the army 
came with this same document I would sign it immediately,” 
RSF leader Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo said of the declara-
tion, which also included commitments to return millions 
of displaced people to their homes, create safe passages 
and include civilians in peace talks. But with the RSF, which 
is accused by the US of crimes against humanity, gaining 
an upper hand in recent weeks, it is unclear to what extent 
Dagalo will implement the declaration’s commitments. He 
apologised on Tuesday for violations and has said rogue ac-
tors will be dealt with. Although the RSF has publicised the 
return of police and markets in some areas under its control, 
residents and human rights monitors say soldiers have occu-
pied and looted homes and detained and sometimes killed civil-
ians. Meanwhile, artillery fire between the two sides in the capi-
tal Khartoum has intensified in recent days. The army, which 
has launched extensive air strikes, has also been accused 
of war crimes by Washington, which it denies. It was not 
immediately clear whether the army, much of which is 
hostile to Sudan’s pro-democracy movement and accuses 
it of being allied with the RSF, would welcome the dec-
laration.Dagalo, who is known as Hemedti, denied any 
such alliance. “We invited the leadership of the armed 
forces. We expect, we hope they will respond to our 
invitation positively,” Taqadum coalition leader and 
former Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok said.—DNA

EU Urges Respect 
for  Somalia’s 
Sovereignty

Brussels : The European Union has insisted Somalia’s 
sovereignty should be respected after Ethiopia signed a contro-
versial deal with breakaway Somaliland. The EU said in a state-
ment on Tuesday that it “would like to remind the importance of 
respecting the unity, the sovereignty and the territorial integrity 
of the Federal Republic of Somalia pursuant of its constitution, 
the Charters of the African Union and the United Nations.” “This 
is key for the peace and stability of the entire Horn of Africa 
region,” the statement from an EU spokesperson said. The 
memorandum of understanding signed by Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed and Somaliland leader Muse Bihi Abdi 
on Monday gives Ethiopia access to the Red Sea port of Ber-
bera and a leased military base. Abiy’s office hailed the pact 
as “historic,” saying it is “intended to serve as a framework for 
the multisectoral partnership between the two sides.” It said 
the agreement will also strengthen the security, economic and 
political partnership between the two sides. However, Somalia 
branded the accord an “aggression” and vowed to defend its 
territory. “As a government, we have condemned and reject-
ed the illegal infringement of Ethiopia into our national sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity yesterday,” Mohamud said. 
“Not an inch of Somalia can or will be signed away by anybody. 
Somalia belongs to the Somali people. This is final.” The gov-
ernment in Mogadishu also recalled its ambassador to Ethiopia 
and issued an appeal to the international community to stand 
by its side over the “blatant assault” on its sovereignty.—DNA

Moscow plays important role in world politics, Russian presidential election will 
have great international significance, says Kazakh President

Brussels : Ambassador Amna Baloch called on Chairman HEC Pakistan  
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed. They discussed ongoing academic collaborations and also ready 

 to  explored pathways for facilitating scholars.—DNA
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JI huddle discusses 
forthcoming polls

“Those who are creating 
uncertainty in connection 

with the elections are 
violating the SCP order”

LAHORE: The Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) huddle discussed on 
Wednesday the country’s situation and forthcoming elec-
tions. JI Emir SirajulHaq had chaired a top-level meeting 
of the JI. On this occasion, matters in line with the up-
coming elections were underscored. The JI spokesperson 
said, “The JI will contest the elections from 535 pro-
vincial constituencies. The masses will take part in the 
election process on February 8 with great verve.” The 
JI will also contest elections in 231 constituencies of the 
National Assembly. Haq said on Monday urged people to 
cast votes for his party in the forthcoming elections, slat-
ed to be held on February 8. Addressing the public gath-
ering in Lower Dir, Haq said: “Those who are creating 
uncertainty in connection with the elections are violating 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan’s (SCP) order.” “The na-
tion is having the golden opportunity to embrace the 
democratic process in the New Year,” Haq said. Haq 
took a swipe at the political opponents, saying, “The 
rulers who have been imposed on the country over the 
years have done nothing but leave the masses to face 
poverty, ballooning inflation, and unemployment.” He 
urged the need to steer the country’s economy towards 
stability. “The JI will end the system of usury in the 
country and steer the country out of its economic woes 
by embracing Islamic principles,” he added. – DNA

DNA

Islamabad: Ambassador Azhar as the Chair 
of ASEAN Committee in Islamabad (ACI) pre-
sided over the second ACI Heads of Mission 
meeting at the High Commission of Malaysia, 
Islamabad. The meeting was attended by Heads 

of Mission from Brunei Darussalam, Indone-
sia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam. Also present were officials from the 
ACI working group. In his opening remarks, 
Ambassador Azhar expressed his gratitude and 
appreciation to the ASEAN Mission in Islama-
bad for their cooperation in promoting ASEAN 
in Pakistan. He also welcomed the new High 

Commissioner of Brunei Darussalam to Islam-
abad. He apprised the participants of the meet-
ing that the handing over of the Chairmanship 
of ACI would be done in early January 2024. 
Ambassador Azhar also thanked all the ASEAN 
Head of Mission for their contribution for the 
meeting and hoped that next year would bring 
more activities of ASEAN in Pakistan.

Second ACI heads of mission meeting held

Briefs
Daniyal 

rejects party’s 
show-cause 

notice 
DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz senior lead-
er Daniyal Aziz has reject-
ed the show-cause notice 
given to him by the party. 
On a three-page long re-
sponse by Aziz to the par-
ty, he mentioned that he 
has not violated the party’s 
code of conduct and policy. 
For the clearance of any 
misunderstanding, he also 
requested a meeting with 
the party’s leadership.
He said he only highlight-
ed the discrepancies in 
various projects started 
by former minister Ahsan 
Iqbal that created econom-
ic issues in constituency.
Earlier, on December 2, 
PML-N Punjab president 
Rana Sanaullah issued a 
show-cause notice to Aziz 
stating that the politician 
violated the party rules by 
making a ‘rhetorical state-
ment’ against the PML-N 
leadership and damaged 
the reputation of the party.

Zardari, 
Bilawal 

condemn 
terrorism 

in Iran
DNA

ISLAMABAD:Former Pres-
ident of Pakistan and Pres-
ident Pakistan Peoples Par-
ty Parliamentarians, Asif Ali 
Zardari and Former Foreign 
Minister of Pakistan and 
Chairman Pakistan Peo-
ples Party, Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari have strongly con-
demned the terror act in 
Iran, which took the lives of 
innocent civilians. 
President Zardari and 
Chairman Bilawal ex-
pressed sympathy with the 
people and government 
of Iran, and also extended 
their condolences over the 
martyrdom of citizens.

Even UC 
chairman ‘can 
deliver more 
than’ Imran

DNA
Narowal: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
senior leader Ahsan Iqbal 
said on Wednesday that 
even the UC chairman 
could deliver better than 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) founder.
Addressing the workers’ 
convention in Narowal, the 
former planning minister 
said, “Four out of the five 
years had been wasted by 
the PTI. Few persons were 
involved in orchestrating 
the conspiracy to impose 
the PTI founder in 2018.”
“The PTI founder had 
harmed the country,” 
Iqbal said. Speaking about 
the forthcoming elections, 
Iqbal said, “I have three 
basic principles of stag-
ing the politics, which 
are peace, education, and 
development.”

Justice 
Mazahar 

Naqvi 
submits 

reply 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Justice 
Mazahar Ali Akbar Naqvi 
of the Supreme Court on 
Wednesday submitted his 
detailed reply to second 
show-cause notice issued 
to him by the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council (SJC).  Jus-
tice Naqvi stated in his re-
ply that complaints against 
him were baseless.
He adopted the stance 
that while the petitions 
were already being 
heard in open court, the 
SJC’s proceedings were 
not justified. The SJC 
had given a last chance 
to Justice Naqvi to sub-
mit his reply. 
The council will meet 
again on Jan 11 to hear 
complaints against Jus-
tice Naqvi.  It may be 
recalled that on Dec 
15, the SJC had turned 
down Justice Naqvi’s re-
quest to halt council’s 
proceedings against him 
immediately.

Zartaj issues 
apology 

over May 9 
Shamim Shahid

P eshawar     : P a k i s t a n 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
er Zartaj Gul on Wednes-
day issued an apology over 
the tragic events that un-
folded following the arrest 
of Imran Khan on May 9. 
Talking to the media at 
Peshawar High Court fol-
lowing submitting a tran-
sit bail plea, Zartaj Gul 
expressed uncertainty 
about the upcoming elec-
tion, stating, “I don’t know 
whether I am contesting 
the election or a war.”
She also stressed her ex-
tensive work in Dera Ghazi 
Khan, claiming that no one 
else had accomplished as 
much. Concerns about 
her potential arrest were 
raised as she revealed 
the presence of the police 
force outside, prompting 
her to appeal for bail. 
“I can go to any court; the 
whole country is ours. I 
will not leave here until 
I get bail,” she asserted. 
Addressing voters, Zartaj 
Gul urged them not to 
panic, maintaining faith 
in the constitution and 
the law. The leader is-
sued an apology for the 
May 9 incidents, express-
ing regret for any distur-
bances caused.

SC directs to submit 
‘comprehensive’ report
State needs to change its mindset as court verdicts alone 

are not enough to end such practices, says CJP Isa

Commission on enforced disappearances

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) QaziFaez Isa on Wednesday asked 
the federal government to give in writing 
that there would be no more enforced disap-
pearances in the country. The development 
came as a three-member bench led by Jus-
tice Isa and comprising Justice Muhammad 
Ali Mazhar and Justice MusarratHilali, heard 
the petition of Barrister Aitzaz Ahsan and 
other petitioners on the unlawful practice of 
enforced disappearances, praying for declar-
ing it as violative of various articles of the 
Constitution. “We do not want a statement 
from any section officer. The Government 
of Pakistan should give us in writing that no 
one will be illegally disappeared anymore,” 
the CJP said during a hearing of the case.
Aitzaz had prayed the court to declare 
that enforced disappearances are violative 
of Articles 4, 9, 10, 14, 19, and 25 of the 
Constitution besides declaring that the 
Commission of Inquiry on Enforced Disap-
pearances does not adequately comply with 
legal and international standards. Similarly, 
he asked the apex court to set up an effec-
tive and purposeful commission.
He prayed the apex court that the commis-
sion should be headed by a judge of the 

Supreme Court while members of the com-
mission should be the Supreme Court Bar 
Association president, Pakistan Bar Council 
vice chairman, Lahore, Sindh, Peshawar, 
Quetta Bar Association heads, Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan chairman, National 
Commission on Status of Women chairper-
son, Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) Direc-
tor General, Intelligence Bureau (IB) addi-
tional director general and Pakistan Federal 
Union of Journalists president. In today’s 
hearing, the CJP lamented that the country 
has been “fractured” by its people, saying 
that the state needs to change its mindset as 
court verdicts alone are not enough to end 
the practice of enforced disappearance. At 
the outset of the hearing, Ahsan’s counsel 
ShoaibShaheen cited the Supreme Court’s 
verdict on the 2017 Faziabad sit-in.
The CJP inquired how the Faizabad sit-in ver-
dict is related to enforced disappearances. 
Advocate Shaheen maintained that the court 
has mentioned the role of intelligence agen-
cies in the verdict. At this, the CJP asked Sha-
heen to explain the part of the Faizabad sit-in 
decision that applied to the participants of the 
Baloch protesters protesting against enforced 
disappearances. The counsel replied that the 
Faizabad verdict stated that peaceful protest 
is the right of every citizen and called for ac-
tion against those who resorted to violence. 
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IHC bars police from 
harassing Baloch sit-in

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Wednesday stopped local au-
thorities of the federal capital from harassing and removing Baloch protesters by 
force from the National Press Club. Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani issued direc-
tives to authorities in the federal capital while hearing a case pertaining to the al-
leged harassment and the use of force against Baloch families protesting against 
extra-judicial killing and enforced disappearances. Additionally, the high court 
also ordered in-person appearance of Islamabad's deputy commissioner (DC) and 
senior superintendent police (SSP) Operations in the next hearing on January 5. 
Justice Kayani was hearing a petition filed by a Baloch activist SammiDeen Ba-
loch against alleged harassment of protesting families by police. At the outset of 
the hearing, AtaullahKundi Advocate, who appeared as Sammi’s lawyer, apprised 
the court that Baloch families have staged a sit-in outside the National Press Club 
in Islamabad.  The police had arrested several women and children after lodging 
cases before the court ordered their release, he added. Authorities later attempt-
ed to vacate the sit-in venue by forcing women to sit in buses, said the lawyer, 
adding Islamabad policemen were continuously harassing them by seizing speak-
ers and sometimes by creating tense situations of relaunching crackdowns. The 
judge questioned whether the protesters were advancing to somewhere other 
than their venue. The lawyer replied that Baloch marchers were not advancing 
anywhere. The judge remarked that Shahra-e-Dastoor, in other words, Constitu-
tion Avenue has a history of hosting big demonstrations and sit-ins. 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Jali Abbas Jilani received Rwanda's Chief of Defence Staff 
Lt Gen MubarakhMuganaga at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. – DNA

Faizabad sit-in probe

Faiz Hamid 
'skips' hearing 

for the 3rd time
PML-N president Shehbaz 
Sharif fails to appear before 

Faizabad Dharna Commission
Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD: Despite repeated summons, former ISI 
chief Lt Gen (retd) Faiz Hamid Tuesday again failed to 
appear before the Faizabad inquiry commission formed 
to probe the 2017 protest sit-in staged by Tehreek-e-Lab-
baik Pakistan (TLP). According to sources, the commis-
sion had summoned the former spy chief at 10.30am on 
Tuesday but he did not appear before the panel. The 
commission is now considering a proposal to record his 
statement through video link, the insiders added. This 
was the third time that the former ISI chief remained 
absent from the hearing being conducted by the inquiry 
commission, which earlier summoned him in the sec-
ond week of December last year and then on December 
29, sources said. However, the first notice couldn’t be 
delivered. In November last year, the caretaker feder-

al government constituted the inquiry commission for 
the implementation of the top court’s 2019 Faizabad 
verdict. The probe panel was constituted on the order 
of the Supreme Court of Pakistan under the chair of 
retired IGP Akhtar Ali Shah after the apex court re-
jected the fact-finding committee report constituted by 
the government. On November 15, Chief Justice Qazi 
Faez Isa had remarked that the commission would 
be empowered to summon anyone, including former 
army chiefs, prime ministers and chief justices. The 
inquiry commission is required to submit its report to 
the top court on January 22. The probe panel has also 
summoned Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
President and former prime minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on January 3 (today), sources had told Geo News on 
Monday. Earlier, former prime minister ShahidKhaqa-
nAbbasi, ex-interior minister Ahsan Iqbal, then-sec-
retary to PM Fawad Hasan Fawad and other senior 
officials serving in Islamabad and Punjab who were in-
volved in episode had appeared before the probe panel.
In November 2017, the top court had taken suomotu no-
tice of the three-week-long sit-in, which was held against 
a change in the finality-of-Prophethood oath, termed by 
the government as a clerical error, when the government 
passed the Elections Act 2017. The sit-in was called off 
after the protesters reached an agreement with the gov-
ernment. On February 6, 2019, a two-member bench of 
the apex court comprising the now-CJP Isa and Justice 
MushirAlam recommended that persons, issuing an edict 
or fatwa to harm another person or put another person in 
the harm’s way must be dealt with iron hand and prosecut-
ed under relevant laws. It also ruled that the intelligence 
agencies must not exceed their respective mandates. Lat-
er, the bench disposed of a suo moto case regarding the 
2017 Faizabad sit-in staged by the TLP. 


