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be a leader in green
energy: British HC
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Pakistan, Iran
agree to mend
fences amicably

The forum expressed that Iran, being a neighbourly and brotherly
muslim country, existing multiple communication channels between
the two countries should be mutually utilised to address each other’s
security concerns in the larger interest of regional peace and stability

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: In a significant diplomatic move, Pakistan has
opted to strengthen its ties with Iran, as confirmed by the re-
cent decision endorsed during a Cabinet meeting led by care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar ul Haq Kakar, aligning with the
resolution reached at the National Security Council (NSC)
meeting. The Cabinet emphasized the importance of nur-
turing amicable relations with neighboring countries, par-
ticularly highlighting the commitment to foster a positive
relationship with Iran. The backdrop of strained relations
between the two nations emerged when Iran encroached
upon Pakistani airspace, prompting a necessary response
from Pakistan. Subsequent to this incident, officials from
both countries engaged in comprehensive dialogues
aimed at restoring and normalizing bilateral relations.

This recent diplomatic maneuver underscores Pakistan’s
dedication to resolving conflicts through diplomatic chan-
nels and cultivating harmonious connections with its neigh-
bors. The collaborative efforts of both nations in the ongoing
talks exemplify a commitment to mutual understanding and
cooperation. As the diplomatic discourse continues, there is
optimism for the restoration of a stable and friendly relation-
ship between Pakistan and Iran, fostering regional stability
and cooperation. Earlier, The National Security Committee
meeting was held under Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar on 19 January, 2024, to deliberate upon mat-
ters of national security. The forum undertook a wholesome
review of the situation and lauded the professional, cali-
brated and proportionate response by the Armed Forces of
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Briefs

FM expresses
Pak readiness to
work with Iran

Iran regrets Pakistan
alr space violation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Friday extended an olive
branch to Iran to work on “all issues” after both
countries launched air strikes into each other’s
borders, targeting terrorists. The resolve came
during caretaker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas
Jilani’s telephonic conversation with his Iranian
counterpart, Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, accord-
ing to a statement from the Foreign Office. FM
Jilani, as per the Foreign Office’s statement, ex-
pressed Pakistan’s readiness to work with Iran on
all issues based on the spirit of mutual trust and
cooperation. “He underscored the need for clos-
er cooperation on security issues,” the statement
quoted Jilani as saying in his second telephonic
conversation with Abdollahian within three days.

Continued on Page 06

Smooth election process

US closely
watching
Pak-Iran
sttuation
Escalation not
in interest of

ECP instructs security
staff to remain neutral

The directions from the commission came after caretak-
er Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar constituted a
seven-member committee mandated with ensuring the
smooth conduct of the upcoming general elections

parties: Kirby

NEews DEsSk

WASHINGTON: The United
States is monitoring the sit-
uation between Pakistan and
Iran “very, very closely”,
while urging the two coun-
tries to avoid escalating ten-
sions, White House National
Security Council spokesman
John Kirby said Thursday.
“These are two well-armed
nations and again we don’t
want to see an escalation,”
Kirby told reporters trave-
ling with President Joe Bid-
en aboard Air Force One.

Yasmin Rashid

Nawaz
afraid
of 73-year
old woman

AsBas Hasami

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf senior leader Dr
Yasmin Rashid says PML-N
leader Nawaz Sharif is a cow-
ard man who is afraiding of
a 73-year-old-woman. Talking
to the media at the Anti-Ter-
rorist Court on Friday, she
said public would deal with
him if he came out for elec-
tion rallies. The people must
come out of their homes on
Feb 8 and exercise their
right to vote, she urged.
“My workers and support-
ers are not allowed to run
my election campaign.”

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on
Saturday on account
of weekly off therefore
there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: With general elections just a
few weeks away, the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has issued guidelines for law
enforcement agencies tasked with ensuring
security cover for the Feb 8 polls. In a com-
prehensive code of conduct for security per-
sonnel, the electoral watchdog emphasised
the need to remain “neutral and impartial”,
particularly during the voting process, and
“not act in favour of or against any political
or candidate in any manner”. The directions
from the commission came after caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaarul Haq Kakar con-
stituted a seven-member committee man-
dated with ensuring the smooth conduct of
the upcoming general elections as well as
overseeing their security arrangements.
In a notification dated Jan 18, a copy of
which is available with Dawn.com, the ECP
clarified that its code of conduct would not

Continued on Page 06

ECP to move

LHC over
symbol remarks

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) has decided to
file a civil miscellaneous application
(CMA) in the Lahore High Court (LHC)
over the court’s remarks in the verdict
pertaining to the election symbol case.
The electoral body’s move comes after
an LHC Bahawalpur bench on Janu-
ary 16 — in response to writ petitions
filed by several candidates over the
election symbol allotment issue — had
remarked that the ECP and one of
its returning officers (RO) were “not

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar presiding over
the meeting of the National Security Council, which was attended by the

services chiefs and cabinet members part of the NSC. — DNA

Saudi envoy commends Naqvi

Pakistan keen to
further cement

relations with KSA

Chief Minister Punjab reiterates
his resolve to finish the public welfare
project completion task at the earliest

Missing
persons issue
for govt
to resolve,
not court

Justice Kayani
orders provision
of security for
Baloch protesters

MEentaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC)
disposed of the petition
seeking to prevent the har-
assment of Baloch protest-
ers on Friday and ordered
authorities to provide secu-
rity to protesters advocat-
ing for the recovery of miss-
ing individuals. The hearing
was presided by Justice
Mohsin  Akhtar Kayani.
The court also instructed
the relevant departments
to submit details related to
cases against Baloch pro-
testers within seven days.

Continued on Page 06

" Zaka
resigns

as PCB
chairman

He was under
pressure over bad
performance

SporTs DESK

ISLAMA-
BAD: Zaka
Ashraf  Fri-
day stepped
\ down as
i ~dPakistan
Cricket Board (PCB)

Management Committee
chairman. Ashraf became
part of PCB’s Board of
Governors on July 6,
2023, after he assumed

KContinued on Page OGJ

Bilawal hits out at Nawaz: Maryam
lauds her father’'s steadfastness

Bilawal Bhutto also announced launching a programme
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e

at union council level to eradicate hunger in the country
. § Imran says he’s
‘ready to talk’

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Saudi Arabian Ambassador
Nawaf Saeed Ahmad Al-Maliky visited
the Chief Minister’s office in Lahore
on Friday and met with Punjab CM Mo-
hsin Naqvi. Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi
warmly welcomed Ambassador Nawaf Bin
Saeed Ahmed Al Maliky. The ambassa-
dor of Saudi Arabia also recognized the

PicTure oN Back PAGE

extraordinary speed of completion of
public projects by Chief Minister Mohsin
Naqvi and paid tribute to his public ser-
vices. The Saudi ambassador said that
Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi's tireless
efforts are visible in Punjab, especially in
Lahore and Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi
and his team are seen working all the time.

Continued on Page 06

Flights using
Pak airspace
drops by 50%

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: In view of the escalating
tensions between Pakistan and Iran,
the number of overflying flights and
those using Pakistani airspace has
decreased by 50%. On Thursday, the
number of flights using Pakistani air-
space was 450 According to sources,
on normal days, 700 to 750 flights per
day fly over Pakistani airspace. The
number of overflying flights has now
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RAHIM YAR KHAN: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Friday took a dig at Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz supremo Nawaz Sharif as election
campaign goes full throttle in the country. Appreciating
the party supporters’ enthusiasm at Liaquatpur rally, the
former foreign minister said Sharif was spotted in PML-
N’s rally in Hafizabad a day earlier and, “I fear he may

Continued on Page 06

Says his biggest mistake was
to accept a weak government

CoURT REPORTER

RAWALPINDI: After being behind bars for months,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran Khan
said Friday that he is a politician, who is “open for di-
alogue” and is “ready to talk”. “For the last 19 months
I’ve been saying that I’'m ready to talk [...] 'm a pol-
itician,” Khan told journalists in Rawalpindi’s Adiala
jail, where he’s incarcerated in numerous cases. The
PTI chief, who was ousted in a no-confidence move
in April of 2022, has been facing consecutive set-
backs in the lead up to the general elections. First
Khan was jailed in May last year, then the PTI was
hit with an exodus of leaders and cases being lodged

Continued on Page 06
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PESHAWAR Inspector
General of Police Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Akhtar
Hayat Khan on Friday
visited Bajaur to meet
with the families of mar-
tyred police personnel
and offered prayers for
the elevated ranks of the
martyrs. He assured the
families of all kinds of
support and boosted their
morale. He mentioned
that all facilities under the
martyr’s package would
soon be provided to every-
one. “Our heroes, who
sacrificed their lives for
the defense of the coun-
try, will not go in vain,” he
said. The IGP emphasized
that special care would
be taken for the well-be-
ing of the children of the
martyrs. During his visit
to Police Lines Bajaur, he
met with tribal elders and
police officers, stressing
the need to work collabo-
ratively to tackle challeng-
es. The IGP stated that in
the war against terrorism,
district police and tribal el-
ders have made significant
sacrifices, and sustained
efforts are required for the
establishment of lasting
peace. Those involved in
the incident have been iden-
tified and will soon be in the
hands of the law. —APP

Police
antiquities to
be preserved

1n museum

LAHORE : Additional IG
Operations Punjab Shahza-
da Sultan has said that the
important antiquities re-
lated to the history of Pun-
jab Police such as FIRs of
most important incidents,
policing equipment used
by the officials in differ-
ent era of time, weapons,
uniforms, ranks etc. are
of significant importance,
which will be displayed
in the best manner in the
museum of the Central
Police Office. He said that
the artefacts in the Police
Museum are the guardians
of the historical heritage
of the Punjab Police which
are being preserved and
displayed in a better way
so that various delega-
tions, diplomats and per-
sonalities visiting to the
Central Police Office can
view them and learn about
the history of Punjab Po-
lice. He expressed these
views while inspecting the
construction work of CPO
Museum at the Central Po-
lice Office Thursday.

Steps being
taken to
ensure gas
supply to
consumers

QUETTA :In-charge of SSG
Quetta Zone Haji Naseer
Lehri on Thursday said
that all necessary measures
were being taken to ensure
gas supply to all consumers
of Quetta city in the winter
season as it is colder than
other cities. He expressed
these views while talking
to the National Party (NP)
candidate of PB-44 Haji At-
tah Muhammad Bangulzai
called on him at his office.
Haji Naseer Lehri told Haji
Attah Muhammad that
gas pressure had been
restored in Saryab and
other areas at the request
of him who had demanded
gas issues in his constitu-
ency.—APP

1SS1 welcomes President of counterpart Italian think-tank

There was a particular focus on Pakistan-Italy relations, which both

To mobilize children with disabilities in Pakistan

Niaz support, Moawin
foundation join hands

DNA

ISLAMABAD In a historic move
that unfolded yesterday, Niaz
Support and Moawin Founda-
tion are pleased to announce a
groundbreaking collaboration
aimed at empowering children
with disabilities in Pakistan.
Hussain Odhwani, the Founder
of Niaz Support and Admiral M.
Asif Sandila, the esteemed former
Chief of Naval Staff and Chairman
of Moawin Foundation formalized
their dedication to this noble
cause by signing a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU).

The mission of this collaboration
is to provide mobility solutions
to children with disabilities, en-
abling them to access education
and build a brighter future. Both
organizations have already begun
actively assessing areas across
Pakistan, identifying children
in need of mobility assistance.
Through a joint effort, Niaz Sup-
port and Moawin Foundation
will work towards providing cus-
tom-tailored wheelchairs, consid-
ering the unique needs and body
measurements of each child. The
ultimate goal is to foster their

complete inclusion in society.
Admiral Sandila, ex-Chief of Naval
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Staff and Chairman of Moawin
Foundation, expressed his enthu-

siasm for the partnership, stating,

“We believe that every child, re-

gardless of physical challenges,
deserves the opportunity to re-
ceive an education. This collab-
oration with Niaz Support aligns
perfectly with Moawin Founda-
tion’s vision of empowering the
marginalized.” Hussain Odhwani,
Founder of Niaz Support, em-
phasized the importance of this
initiative, saying, “Our aim is to
break down barriers hindering
the education of children with
disabilities. By providing them
with customized wheelchairs,
we are not only offering mobil-
ity but also opening doors to
education and a better future.”
On January 19, 2024, the formal
signing of the MOU transpired
at the Moawin Foundation Head
Office. Commander (R) Dr.
Naeem Tariq, GM Programmes
of Moawin Foundation, and
Hammad Malik, Honorary
Ambassador of Niaz Support,
appended their signatures to
the MOU in the presence of
Admiral (R) M. Asif Sandila
and Hussain Odhwani, accom-
panied by representatives from
both organizations. This marks
a noteworthy stride in foster-
ing a more inclusive and acces-
sible society for children with
disabilities in Pakistan.

Business leaders urged govt

to cut interest rates

Bureau REPORT

PESHAWAR: Members of
the business community
urged the government and
State Bank of Pakistan to
cut interest rate to flour-
ish industries, trade and
businesses and improve
the economy of the coun-
try.

The business communi-
ty said prices of import
items and raw materials
increased exorbitantly ow-
ing to gradual increase in
policy rate by the central
bank, consequently cost
of doing business also in-
creasing and inflation also
jacked up.

According to details, a
meeting of businessmen
was held under chair-
manship of Industrialists
Association Peshawar
president Ayub Zakori in
IAP office, said in a press
release issued here on Fri-
day.

Besides, IAP former presi-
dents, executive members
and senior members and
industrialists, members of
the business community
were present on the occa-
sion. The participants of
the meeting said that the
further increase in policy
rate will work under the
prevailing scenario. Ayub
Zakori said the previous
increase in policy rate to
22 percent has struck a
mortal blow to an already
struggling business com-
munity. The decision has
further pushed up the
cost of doing business
and dampen prospects for
reining in cost-push infla-
tion, he added.

“At 25-26pc interest rate,
it is hard to borrow from
the banks,” he said, add-
ing that it will be hard for
the government to earn
revenue due to decline in
large-scale manufacturing.
Participants of the meet-
ing said it is very hard for

business and industry to
survive on high interest
rates at a time when the
soaring power and gas tar-
iff had already pushed up
the cost of doing business,
making exports uncompet-
itive in the world market.
Despite several rounds of
negotiations between the
government and the busi-
ness community, no reme-
dial measures have been
proposed to spur industri-
alisation. Instead, indus-
tries have been burdened
with countless taxes and
duties, the IAP chief add-
ed. “I don’t know where
we will end up,” he add-
ed. “Inflation in Pakistan
appears more entrenched
which mainly stems from
substantial exchange rate
depreciation, unprece-
dented hike in interna-
tional commodity prices,
multiple rounds of hikes
in energy tariffs and oth-
er measures prescribed
under the International

Monetary Fund (IMF)
programme,” We are go-
ing up at a critical junc-
ture for the economy, thus
making the future more
challenging. The IAP chief
said every sector of trade
and industry is severely
affected due to stoppage
of imported goods, as a
result the economy is go-
ing towards a total closure
and default. Ayub Zakori
said many industries are
now facing shortage of
raw material and are on
the verge of cutting their
production. He further-
more said the current
economic situation is
very disturbing; SMEs
and large-scale indus-
try (LSM) are suffering
from slowness. The par-
ticipants said produc-
tion has stopped and
operational expenses
are also becoming dif-
ficult to meet, which
has increased the fear
of unemployment.

COMSTECH organizes public lecture

on game changing technologies

He said that Artificial Intelligence, Virtual Reality, Metaverse,
Quantum Computing, Robotics and automation, and drones are

some of these game changing technologies

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH organized a public lecture on game changing technologies on January 18 at COMSTECH.
Prof. Dr. Javaid Leghari, former Chairman Higher Education Commission, Senator, former Acting Coordinator
General COMSTECH and President of the Forum for Dialogue and Diplomacy, Houston. Prof. Leghari said that
in the rapid evolving landscape of innovation, we find ourselves on the cusp of a new era driven by ground-
breaking technologies that have the potential to revolutionize every aspect of daily lives. He said that Artificial
Intelligence, Virtual Reality, Metaverse, Quantum Computing, Robotics and automation, and drones are some
of these game changing technologies. Prof. Leghari discussed the examples of the use of artificial intelligence,
virtual reality, metaverse, robotics and automation. Prof. Leghari said that in today’s world skills are becoming
more important than degrees. He informed that technology companies are not asking for degrees, they are
looking for skills, and 3, 6, or 9 month’s skill development course is more effective than a degree. He suggested
COMSTECH to keep follow these technologies developments and take these technologies to the OIC member
states for the better uplift of the socio-economic and science and technology development at the rapid speed. Prof.
Leghari informed that these technologies are changing the world at a very fast pace, and we have to focus, learn,
and practice these game changing technologies to keep up with the rapidly changing world. Advisor COMSTECH
on Media and Outreach, Mr. Murtaza Noor presented souvenir to him on behalf of COMSTECH. The lecture was
attended by more than 50 participants from different backgrounds in-person at COMSTECH lecture room. Prof.
Dr. Javaid Laghari is a former Senator and Chairperson of the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan. He has
served as activing Coordinator General of COMSTECH, founding president of SZABIST, Professor of Electrical and
Computer Engineering and Director of Space Power Institute at SUNY Buffalo, and Commissioner at the Ministry
of Education, UAE. Currently, he is the President of the Forum for Dialogue and Diplomacy, Houston.—DNA

sides acknowledged as robust and enduring in nature

Sindh urges online
salary transactions
for workers

KARACHI : The caretaker Sindh government in-
structed industrialists to ensure online transactions
of salaries of industrial workers and implementation
of labor rights and other relevant laws and rules.
Sindh Provincial Steering Committee for Business
and Human Rights, met here on Friday with care-
taker provincial minister of Law and Human Rights
Muhammad Umar Soomro in chair, also called for
elimination of forced or voluntary labor, child labor
and discriminatory practices on the basis of gender,
color and creed at the workplace.
statement issued here, the meeting was attended by
Secretary Human Rights Sindh Tahseen Fatima, Sec-
retary Industries Rashid Ahmed Solangi, Chairman
Sindh Human Rights Commission Igbal Ahmed De-
tho, secretaries and officers of other departments
concerned and industrialists. Umar Soomro direct-
ed the Departments of Labor and Industry that the
salaries of the workers working in the industries and
factories should be made online under the law so
that it is known whether they are getting the wages
set by the government or not. He warned that action
should be taken against those who do not comply with
the law. The meeting was briefed by all the relevant
departments about progress made on the important
regulations of GSP Plus. The caretaker minister said
that non-implementation of labor rights and environmen-
tal protection and not addressing the governance issues
may negatively impact the GSP Plus status. Secretary
Industries Rashid Ahmad Solangi said that all the in-
dustrialists in Sindh were required by law to deposit
the salaries of industrial workers in their bank ac-
counts but many industrialists were not following it.
Chairman Sindh Human Rights Commission, Igbal
Ahmed Detho while briefing the meeting, said that
complaints were being lodged from many places that
workers were not being paid as per notified minimum
wages and commission have also issued notices to sev-

According to a

eral industries and institutions in the regard.—DNA

President
SGCI, RTO
Peshawar
collaborate
on tax
reforms

PESHAWAR President
Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI)
Fuad Ishaq and Chief Com-
missioner, Regional Tax
Office Peshawar Zafar Igbal
have agreed to hold an open
forum at the Chamber level
aiming to resolve the prob-
lems of the business com-
munity at their doorstep.
According to the details,
an important meeting be-
tween SCCI President Fuad
Ishag and Chief Commis-
sioner RTO Peshawar Zafar
Igbal held at the Regional
Tax office, said a press re-
lease issued here on Friday.
The meeting was attended
by SCCI Senior Vice Presi-
dent Sanaullah Khan, Vice
President Ijaz Khan Afridi,
Commissioner Inland Reve-
nue RTO Peshawar Dr Syed
Farooq Jamil and Additional
Commissioner Audit RTO
Peshawar Fazli Malik. Dur-
ing the meeting, the partic-
ipants thoroughly discussed
reforms in the tax system,
reduction in tax rates and
holding of an open forum
at the Chamber level for
immediate resolution of
taxpayers’ problems.

LESCO
detects
59 power

pilferers

LAHORE: The Lahore Elec-
tric Supply Company (LES-
CO) found 59 power pilfer-
ers in various sub-divisions
of Defence East Division
and 40 in Lakhhan Sharif
area during its anti-power
theft campaign, according
to the company’s spokes-
man here on Friday. The
Defense East Division offi-
cials conducted a checking
operation in various sub-di-
visions and found seven
people stealing electricity
by hooking wires on trans-
mission lines and 10 were
pilfering power by tampering
with the electricity meters.
Also, the display of 14 me-
ters was found completely
inactive. Similarly, seven
consumers were found
using electricity directly
from the main supply line.
The spokesman said that in
Bedian Road Sub-Division,
four accused were stealing
electricity through hooks
and another four through
tampering with meters.
Display of nine connections
was unclear while three me-
ters were found completely
inactive. At the Airport
Road, three accused were
found stealing electrici-
ty through hooks and six
through tampered meter,
while display of five connec-
tions was found unclear and
two completely inactive. —APP

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD : The Centre for
Strategic Perspectives (CSP) at
the Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) hosted a fruit-
ful in-house session with Mr.
Andrea Margelleti, President of
the Centre for International Stud-
ies (Ce.S.I.), Italy. The meeting
brought together key represent-
atives from both organizations,
including Director General ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood; the
Director and Research team CSP;
and members of the Italian mis-
sion in Pakistan. The exchange
of views covered key global and
regional developments of mutual
interest. There was a particular
focus on Pakistan-Italy relations,
which both sides acknowledged
as robust and enduring in nature.
They expressed gratification
that the bilateral relationship
was steadily expanding across a
broad spectrum. In the global and
regional arena, the two sides dis-
cussed Ukraine and the security
issues in Europe; developments

in the Asia-Pacific; situation in
the Middle East since 7 October
2023; regional stability in South
Asia; post-August 2021 Afghan-
istan; and recent developments
in West Asia. These in-depth ex-
changes underscored the shared
commitment of both institutions
to actively promote and contrib-
ute to mutual understanding on
issues related to global peace and

stability. The dialogue reflected
a shared recognition of the intri-
cate interconnections between
regional and international dynam-
ics, underscoring the importance
of cooperative efforts in fostering
a more secure and harmonious
global environment. The session
concluded with the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) between the Institute

of Strategic Studies Islamabad
and the Centre for Internation-
al Studies. Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, on behalf of ISSI, and
Mr. Andrea Margelleti, repre-
senting Ce.S.I., signed the MoU,
reaffirming their commitment
to deeper collaboration between
the two think-tanks on various
research initiatives and academic
endeavors in the future.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

JANUARY

Jan 01 / CUBA
Revolution Day

Jan 01 / Palestine
Palestine Revolution Day

Jan (1 f Sudan
National Day

Jan 04 | Myanmar
Independence Day

Jan 06 [ Traq
Armed Forces Day

Jan 12 { Tanzania
Armed Forces Day

Jan 14 [ Uzbekistan
Armed Forces Day

Jan 15/ Nigeria
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20/ Mali
Armed Forces Day

Jan 20 [ Laos
Armed Forces Day

Jan 25 [ Thailand
Armed Forces Day

Jan 26 [ Australia
National Day

Jan 26 [ India
Republic Day
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ISLAMABAD: A nullah flowing in G 7 is littered with garbage. Since there are no proper garbage disposal arrangements by th
is why residents consider it convenient to through garbage in the Nullah. Resultantly, during heavy rains the nullah overflows inundating the nearby

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Punjab Arts
Council in collaboration

with Khayak Literary Fo-
rum Islamabad organized
a Mehfil-e-mushaira titled
“Bayad-e-Farzana Naz” in
the memory of renowned
poetess (late) Farzana Naz.
The event was presided
over by the distinguished
poet Afzal Khan, while
the Director Arts Council,
Waqar Ahmad, participated
as a special guest in the liter-
ary ceremony. Director Arts
Council Waqar Ahmed said
that Farzana Naz was relat-
ed to the book and she was
also the author of the book.
She also died in the book
fair. The book is a symbol
of the life of the individual
and the nation. It is through
the book that humanity is
connected with its past of
millions of years, can rec-
ognize its ancestors, can be
proud of the achievements
of its forefathers. President
Mahfil Afzal Khan said that
Farzana Naz had made her
place in the literary world in
- == a very short time. She was a
g TR T friendly, smiling, polite and
. loving poet. Farzana Naz re-

e CDA in the area that vealed the realities of daily

life in her poetry.

J

\ Cooked beef

DNA

ISLAMABAD: 500 kilograms of
frozen boiled beef from Pakistan
passed the territorial inspection
of Tianjin Customs and entered
the Chinese market, being the
first batch of cooked beef import-
ed by China from Pakistan.

In recent years, cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan in var-
ious fields has been continuously
strengthened. Since last vyear,
both sides have signed protocols
on the export of Pakistani cooked
beef and dried chili peppers to
China, achieved access to Paki-
stani fresh cherries to China, and
reached an agreement on the ex-
port of Pakistani dairy products
and animal skins to China. In
2022, global beef consumption

reached 56.961 million tons, with
China’s beef consumption reach-
ing 9.87 million tons, accounting
for 17% of the total. In contrast,
Pakistan only contributes .5% to
the world’s beef consumption.
According to a report released
by China Animal Agriculture
Association, China’s beef con-
sumption is projected to contin-
ue increasing until 2025. It is
expected that by 2035, China’s
beef consumption will reach
14 million tons, with a project-
ed gap of more than 3 million
tons. “We learned through the
import access list published by
the General Administration of
Customs that Pakistani cooked
beef has recently gained access.
After contacting Pakistan Or-
ganic Meat Company Limited
through the online platform, we

imported from
Pak cleared customs in China

In contrast, Pakistan only contributes .5% to the world’s beef consumption.
According to a report released by China Animal Agriculture Association, China’s beef
consumption is projected to continue increasing until 2025

learned more about their prod-
uct, then signed a cooperation
agreement,” Ma Weilong, Gen-
eral Manager of Tianjin Long-
ing International Logistics Co.,
Ltd., which imported the goods,
told the reporter of Gwadar Pro.
“Pakistan is a viable export part-
ner of China due to its proximi-
ty and logistics advantages. We
are also the cheapest nation in
providing goods to the world.
The quality and price of Paki-
stan’s beef are far superior to
those of many other countries,”
CEO of Organic Meat said. Pa-
kistani heat-treated beef that is
allowed to be imported refers
to meat products that are made
from boneless skeletal muscle
of cattle under 30 months of
age, which are pre-boned and
fat-removed and then heated to

an internal core temperature of
above 70 for at least 30 min-
utes. “It only took less than one
day from pick-up at the port to
customs clearance, which great-
ly saved customs clearance costs
and allowed imported food to
be put on domestic shelves for
sale as soon as possible,” said
Liu Haizhou, deputy general
manager of Longing. “Beijing
and Tianjin Customs attach great
importance to this batch of goods.
They greatly improve customs
clearance efficiency through the
application of automated electronic
customs declaration and inspection
technology,” Ma added, “This is the
first time we have cooperated with
a Pakistani partner. In the future,
Longing will have more in-depth
trade cooperation with Pakistani
cooked beef factories.”

China donates sportswear
to Gwadar players

community and China,” he
added saying continuous
cooperation in games will
bring beget deep harmony
and closeness between both
the countries.

Railways Hospitals
to be opened for

general public

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has planned to open all its
hospitals for the general public to provide state-of-the-art
medical facilities to its employees and the general public
across the country. “The decision to open all the hospitals
of the department in January has been taken on the direc-
tions of Minister for Railways, Shahid Ashraf Tarar,” an of-
ficial in the Ministry of Railways told APP. The official said
the minister has appreciated the management of Pakistan
Railways for already opening the Cairns Hospital, Lahore
for the general public within a stipulated time frame. “Pa-
kistan Railways will take all possible measures to improve
railway health sector services in which the expertise of
private health experts will also be taken,” the official add-
ed. He said that Pakistan Railways will not engage the pub-
lic-private partners to upgrade and improve the services of
hospitals. The department directed the concerned officials
to submit a business model shortly to earn revenue from
Railway Hospitals. To a question, he said Pakistan Railways
has started the upgradation of five major railway stations
across the country on modern lines to facilitate the pas-
sengers and help the department generate more revenue.
“The purpose of upgrading the railway stations is to make
them commercial hubs for business activities and facilitate
the passengers,” he added. He said the stations included
Karachi, Lahore, Faisalabad, Peshawar and Quetta, while
the department was taking other steps to improve the per-
formance of Pakistan Railways and would provide maximum
facilities to the masses. The government has allocated Rs
50 million in the Public Sector Development Programme
(PSDP), in the last three years for the up-gradation and
renovation of railway stations across the country, he added.
The official said the renovation of the railway stations had
been approved by the Central Development Working Party
(CDWP) and the department had already upgraded six rail-
way stations in different parts of the country.—APP

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Chinese Gov-

sociation (DFA). Whereas
18 clubs are enlisted to
District Cricket Association
Gwadar. The need for pro-

ers was felt when they were
observed playing in random
cloths. Facilitating the lo-
cal sportsman with basic

friendly gesture in Gwadar.
“This gesture has opened up a
new era of cementing people
of people bond between China

NATIONAL TRANSMISSION AND DESPATCH COMPANY Ltdl.

NTDC TENDER NOTICE NO. 05/2023-24

ernment has donated Sports-
wear to local youngsters of
Gwadar. Around 200 shirts
and trousers were distributed
with the help of China Over
seas Ports Holdings Company
(COPHC), operator of Gwadar
Port. The young boys playing
on beach and playgrounds
expressed their heartfelt
gratitude to the Chinese gov-
ernment for the generous
assistance. By now, there are
22 football teams registered
under District Football As-

viding kits to the young play-

sportswear is first of its kind

and Pakistan and promoting
local players in Gwadar,”
local football player Zahid
Baloch told Gwadar Pro.
COPHC official said that
such act of benevolence
will steer to engender
people to people connec-
tivity and boosting up
social contact with local
people of Gwadar. “In my
opinion, it will also lay
down robust foundation
of resilient relationship
between Gwadar sports

AYESHA JEHANGIR KHAN

akistan is abundant in gems

and minerals. We are blessed

with a rich geographical land-
scape possessing an immense array
of precious and semi-precious gem-
stones. Despite this natural wealth,
the potential of the gemstone indus-
try is country is unfortunately un-
tapped and unheeded. Empowering
the gemstone sector in the country is
not just about unlocking the econom-
ic potential of these precious stones
but also about promotion of local
craftsmen, generating job opportuni-
ties, and contributing to the general
progress of Pakistan. This sector
should be affiliated with sustainable
development goals of Pakistan. Envi-
ronmental conservation and mindful
mining practices must be prioritized
to ensure responsible gemstone ex-
traction, preserving the ecological
balance of the regions where these
precious stones are found. Having pos-
session of the fifth largest reservoir
of gemstones in the world, Pakistan
gemstone industry has the potential
to become a significant contributor to
Pakistan’s economy. We export gem-
stones worth at least $3.7 billion annu-

ally with the largest contributor being
All Pakistan’s commercial exporters
Alliance (APCEA ). The existence of
women in Pakistan’s Gemstone sector
is next to none. A very meagre per-
centage of women are in this industry
and this is one of most untouched
industry for women to participate
and earn a livelihood. APCEA has in-
troduced an unprecedented women
empowerment committee initiative
for inclusion of women in this sector
in 2024. With latest and suitable in-
vestment and infrastructure growth,
we can increase and modernize the
gemstone extraction, processing, and
export capabilities, paving way for
generating significant revenues. To
achieve this pinnacle, Government
and Private sector must come togeth-
er to encourage and empower this
industry. Promotion and government
assistance can create a ripple effect
by creating employment prospects at
many levels from mining, polishing to
supply chain, miners and lapidaries
to traders and vendors. By providing
training and education in gemstone ex-
traction, cutting, and processing tech-
niques, Pakistan can foster and enlarge
a skilled workforce that enhances value
to the gems and improves the quali-
ty of finished products, making them
more competitive in the global market

particularly advancing local communi-
ties in gem-rich regions namely KPK
province, Baluchistan, Gilgit Baltistan
and Azad Kashmir region. We need to
emphasize training and relaxed ruled
for export by government.
A robust gemstone industry can place
Pakistan as a competitive player in
the international stage. By adopting
ethical mining practices, confirming
transparency, and embracing quality
control, Pakistan’s gemstones can
attract buyers worldwide, fostering a
positive image for the country in the
global gemstone trade. Conclusion:
The need to empower Pakistan’s gem-
stone industry is not only rooted in
economic deliberations but additional-
ly in its potential to bring about holistic
expansion. By investing in infrastruc-
ture, skill development, and sustainabili-
ty, Pakistan can harness the true poten-
tial of its gemstone resources, leading
to economic growth, job creation, and
a constructive impact on local markets.
Pakistan’s gemstone industry has the
power to glow radiantly as a symbol
of economic prosperity on the global
stage.
—The writer is the Award Winning
Entrepreneur, Humanitarian
Chairperson Women Empower-
ment CommitteeAPCEA
Email: ayisha.irt@gmail.com

1. Company profile.

for the current year 2023-24 and having specialization code GE-01, CE-09and CE-10.
3. Appaintment better of Engineers working with the firm as required by PEC laws.

with in schedule time otherwise no consideration will be given.
6. Detail of tools & plant available with contractor.

Islamabad as mentioned below.
rupees for Serial No. 01 & 02 and 20 Million rupees for Serial No. 03 to 05,

bidder before the award of work.

paper from the owner for the respective work,

canceled.

16. The authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids as per PPRA Rule 33(1).

Sealed tenders are invited on percentage rate basis on prescribed forms from registered contractors.
Tender will be issued to those contractors, who will produce original or attested copies of the following:-

2. Bidders are required to be registered with PEC as valid registration certificate in Category C-5 or above
4_The list/detail of technical and supervisory staff along with attested copies of Degree/Diploma.

5. At least three (3) similar nature works valuing not less than estimated cost completed during last two (2)
years, The contractor will have to provide the copies of work order and satisfactory completion certificate

7. Bidder having poor performance for the execution of civil works (present / past) will not be qualified.

8. CDR must be attached with the application in advance in the name of Executive Engineer Civil NTDC
9. Bank statement of at least 3 financial years showing average annual cash flow of at laast 40 Million
10. 10% performance guarantee in the shape of Bank guarantee only will be accepted from successful
11, Al prevailing federal and provincial government Taxes, levies or charges shall be applicable on
Canfractors. Firm should have registration with Tax authorities as well as active Tax payer.

12, Tenders will be issued only to the owner of the firms or the person holding authority's letter on judicial

13. Tenders where convincing, collusion, pooling amongst the bidders if observed / reported will be

14, Nolitigation / Mo black listing certificate on judicial stamp paper duly attested by 15t class Magistrate,
15. Un sealed/improper sealed/in complete/conditional bid/rate offered will be rejected straight away.

andwill be opened on the same day at 11:30 AM publicly.
H-8/2 Islamabad on or before 06-02-2024 during office hours up to 11:00 AM.

website: www.ppra.org.pk.

ar. Eamest maney (In the shape of Tender form
No. Name of Works Bank draft/pay order) Rs. (Rupees) | Cost (Rs) NR
Dismantling and Re-Construction of
01. Boundary Wall at 220KV Grid Station NTDC Rs. 2 400,000/- Rs.6000/-
_Sangjani (ISPR). _
Carpeting of Road at 220KV Grid Station NTDC 1 /- NI/
| 02. ‘Mari Daudkhel | Rs. 1,000,000 Rs.5000/ |
Construction of Parking shed 08 Mos vehicles /-
03 at 220 KV Grid Station Shahibagh Peshawar. e 100,800 Rs.3000/-
Construction of Parking shed 08 Nos vehicles . 3
o3 at 220 K Grid Station Bannu, fis. 150,000¢ i
Tempaorary False Ceiling for protection purpose 1 /- 3
05- i controlbuikding at 220 KV G/S Mardan. Rs. 110,000 Re. 3000+

Tender will be received for the above said work in the office of the undersigned on 07-02-2024 at 11.00 AM
Bidding decuments can be obtained on request from the office of Executive Engineer, (Civil) NTDC

Tender received after the due time and date will not be considered. This tender is also available on PPRA
PID L 2260

Executive Engineer (Civil) AM(N) NTDC H-8/2, Islamabad PH# 051-9250231




04

TwiN CITIES

Ishmahal POST

Saturday, January 20, 2024

Briefs

ANF seizes
155 kg drugs
inseven
operations

RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting seven opera-
tions across the country
managed to recover 155 kg
drugs and arrested eight
accused, said an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman here
on Friday. He informed that
2 kg heroin was recovered
from a parcel booked for
the UK at a cargo office at
Allama Igbal Airport while
an accused was also arrest-
ed. In the second opera-
tion, 102 kg of hashish was
recovered from the Kuchlak
bypass area in Quetta. In
the third operation conduct-
ed at Karkhano market Pe-
shawar, 30 kg charras were
recovered. 14 kg hashish
was recovered from two ac-
cused rounded up from Jail
Road Haripur area while 5
kg hashish was recovered
from Theera Orakzai area.
In the sixth operation, 1 kg
of hashish was recovered
from three accused arrest-
ed from the Pirwadhai Mor
area in Rawalpindi. In the
seventh operation, 300 in-
toxicated tablets (ecstasy)
were recovered from the
possession of two accused
netted in the Bahria Town
Phase-4 area in Rawal-
pindi. Cases under the
Anti-Narcotics Act have
been registered against
the arrested accused and
further investigations are
under process.—APP

ss the country, he added.

Motorway
sections
temporarily
closed due
to fog

ISLAMABAD : In response
to the prevailing dense fog
conditions, several sections
of major motorways in the
country have been tempo-
rarily closed. According
to National Highways and
Motorway Police (NHMP),
the closed sections include
M-1 from Burhan to Swabi
and Rashakai to Peshawar
toll plaza. M-2 from Kot Mo-
min to Lillah, Islamabad toll
plaza to Thallian, Chakari to
Neela Dullah, Kot Momin to
Pindi Bhattian, Faroogabad
to Pindi Bhattian, Thokar
Niaz Baig to Farooqabad
and Balkasar to Kallar Ka-
har, PTV News reported.
M-4 Faisalabad Interchange
to Pindi Bhattian, Gojra
Interchange to Faisalabad
interchange, Abdul Hakeem
to Gojra and Abdul Hakeem
to Sher Shah and M-5 from
Rahim Yaar Khan to Rohri
and Zahir peer to Uch Sha-
rif have been closed. The
commuters were urged
to stay informed and plan
their travel accordingly.
For the latest updates and
information, individuals
are advised to contact the
National Highway and Mo-
torway helpline at 130 or
check their official social
media platforms.—APP

Zong joins
hands with

JoChaho.
pk to offer

discounts

ISLAMABAD : Zong 4G,
Pakistan’s leading telecom-
munication operator, has
partnered with JoChaho.
pk to offer compelling dis-
counts on online shopping
through the My Zong App,
providing users with an op-
portunity to win exciting
prizes through a lucky draw.
JoChaho.pk, an emerging
e-commerce marketplace
operating in Pakistan, of-
fers a diverse range of
products for online shop-
pers, according to a news
release. The product cate-
gories span from electronic
appliances to mobile acces-
sories, gadgets, and more.
The collaboration between
My Zong App (MZA) and Jo-
Chaho aims to provide users
with attractive discounts and
the chance to become JoCha-
ho’s lucky draw winner. MZA
users can avail of this offer by
simply logging into their app
and clicking on the ‘JoChaho’
banner, which will directly
lead users to JoChaho’s land-
ing page. After installing the
JoChaho app and creating
an account, MZA users can
enjoy a flat 10% discount on all
products (valid only for MZA
users). Additionally, after mak-
ing a purchase, users will be el
igible to enter JoChaho'’s lucky
draw. Fifteen lucky winners
will be randomly selected,
each having the opportu-
nity to win exciting prizes
such as motorbikes, smart
watches.—DNA

Pak-US relations set on boosting
economy, trade: Masood Khan

Ambassador Masood Khan said that Pakistan had strong ties with China which
were not at the expense of the United States

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan-US rela-
tions are strengthening in both
security and non-security areas,
with a special focus on invest
ment and trade cooperation that
emphasize the utility of the re-
cently launched platform of the
Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), Ambassador
Masood Khan has said. “We must
be partners ... we must continue
to talk to each other and resolve
issues that would hinder peace
and security in the region, but,
more importantly, we must devel-
op people-to-people contacts and

increase economic cooperation”,
the Pakistani envoy told a large
audience in the prestigious Uni-
versity Club in Washington D.C.

The club’s International Com-
mittee had invited Ambassador
Masood Khan to speak on a wide
array of subjects. The audience
comprised members of the think-
tank community, businessmen,
entrepreneurs, opinion makers,
and the media. Highlighted the
importance of Pak-US relations,
the ambassador cited the pres-
ence of 80 US companies in Pa-
kistan, he said that the US has a
standing advantage because of
it’s companies’ experience in Pa-
kistan spanning decades and their

existing investment infrastruc-
ture in the country. In the field
of education and technology, he
termed the recently renewed Pa-
kistan-U.S. Science and Technolo-
gy Cooperation Agreement trans-
formative and stressed that its
potential should be fully utilized
for higher education, research
and development, and technolog-
ical collaboration. Identifying the
sectors of agriculture, energy, IT,
and mineral extraction, Masood
Khan showcased the tremendous
potential for investors to invest in
Pakistan through the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council (SIFC).
“We also need to collaborate in
the realm of renewables, health-

care, education, and IT sector,
particularly in the field of Artificial
Intelligence (AI). The IT sector is
transformative for Pakistan, and the
United States, particularly tech en-
trepreneurs and major capitalists,
are heavily investing in Pakistan.”
he reiterated. Ambassador Masood
Khan also spoke about Pakistan-In-
dia relations and the importance of
dialogue to resolve long-standing is-
sues, including the resolution of the
Jammu and Kashmir, in accordance
with the United Nations Security
Council resolutions. “The quest
for peace must continue. And our
stance has been that we should
resolve the outstanding issues be-
tween India and Pakistan through

dialogue,” he said. Both Pakistan
and India, he noted, were head-
ed towards elections. “Let’s hope
that a new leadership in both
countries explores diplomacy to
address outstanding issues.” Un-
derscoring the need for strategic
balance in the region, Ambas-
sador Masood Khan emphasized
responsible nuclear stewardship
from all the states to ensure secu-
rity for all. Ambassador Masood
Khan said that Pakistan had
strong ties with China which were
not at the expense of the United
States. “For the stability of inter-
national order, we must commit
ourselves to the international hu-
manitarian law,” he said

Time to
upgrade
clean
drinking
water facility

ISLAMABAD: With federal
capital’s population sur-
passing two million, the
natural resources available
for the city are getting un-
der severe stress as citizens
have to face issues like wa-
ter scarcity, waste disposal
and roads infrastructure.
The citizens are worried
about uninterrupted sup-
ply of water for domestic
use especially clean drink-
ing water as contaminated
water in most parts of the
country had already result-
ed in ailment of millions of
Pakistanis with Hepatitis,
Diarrhea and other stom-
ach related diseases.
Although  the  Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) continuously re-

ISLAMABAD: Embassy of Azerbaijan in Pakistan organized a seminar on 20 January - A heroic chronicle of the h
Azerbaijan” dedicated to the 20 January martyrs of in the Azerbaijan Language & Culture Center operating at the National

University of Modern Languages.—DNA
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istory of

to unveil

next two days.

in this election.

PML-N likely

its written

manifesto soon

ISLAMABAD: Senior Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
leader Senator Irfan Sid-
diqui said on Friday that
his party will unveil its
written manifesto in the
Talking to
a private news channel, he
said that his party would
win the general elections
based on its commendable
performance. PML-N would
come to power with the help
of public voters to resolve the
issues of common people and
remove the sense of depriva-
tion among its people living
in remote areas, he added. He
said that his opponents had
performed poorly during their
government in the past and
they could not compete with
PML-N again. In response
to a question, he said that if
the voter turnout increases

mains on its toes to meet
growing water demands of
citizens, many residents of
Islamabad believe to ex-
pand this network across
the Capital Territory.
Keeping in view the den-
sity of the underground
water, the Authority has
installed water filtration
plants at various locations
to facilitate residents and
save them from water
borne diseases.

The Authority is presently
operating over 100 filtra-
tion plants in settled sec-
tors of Islamabad. But, the
situation in some adjacent
areas yet needs improve-
ment where these plants
are managed by the rep-
resentatives’ local govern-
ments. Despite scattered
complaints about hygiene
and cleanliness, overall
situation is stated to be
better than three, four
years ago.

“This is a noble endeavor
by CDA as clean drink-
ing water is requirement
of every individual,” said
Kashif Munir, a resident of
sector G-10.—APP

SAPM Sohrab meets with
Qatar’s Minister of State

its high standards, setting
a benchmark for other
countries to follow.

The
the crucial role of the Pa-
kistani diaspora in Qatar’s
infrastructure
ment and expressed the
intention to continue pro-
viding highly skilled and

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister
on Overseas Pakistanis
and Human Resource De-
velopment (SAPM) Jawad
Sohrab Malik met on Fri-
day with Qatar’s Minister

of State for Interior Af- professional manpower economy,
fairs, Sheikh Abdulaziz bin to support Qatar’s eco-
Faisal Al Thani and both nomic modernization.

Leaders reviewed cooper-
ation in the security fields.
A significant meeting was
held between Jawad Sohr-
ab Malik and Abdulaziz
bin Faisal Al Thani, mark-
ing a momentous occasion
for bilateral collaboration

and economic develop- and Lahore in the initial terests and reviewed coop-
ment, said a press release. phase. Additionally, the eration in security fields
During the meeting, the SAPM commended Qa- were discussed along
SAPM congratulated the tar’s humanitarian efforts with ways to support and
Minister of State Interior, and commitments to the develop them. During

Qatar on the successful
hosting of the FIFA World
Cup 2022. He emphasized
the exemplary nature of
the World Cup 2022 and

To ensure the ongoing
mobility of
workers to Qatar,
SAPM proposed the es-
tablishment of addition-
al Qatar Visa Centers
(QVCs) across Pakistan,
particularly in Peshawar

Pakistan’s

Gaza conflict, affirming
support for
Qatar’s stance. He also

extended an invitation for
the Minister of State Inte-

SAPM highlighted

develop-

Pakistani
the

rior to visit Pakistan. The
Minister of State for Inte-
rior, Qatar acknowledged
the significant role of the
Pakistani diaspora in Qa-
tar’s development, empha-
sizing the shared values of
Pakistanis and Qataris.

He highlighted the long-
standing ties

cooperation between the
two countries. Regarding
the QVCs, he mentioned
that the proposal is under
consideration, and a fea-
sibility study is underway
to determine the poten-
tial opening of additional
QVCs in Pakistan. More-
over, topics of mutual in-

the meeting, the SAPM
was accompanied by the
Ambassador of Pakistan
to Qatar and Community
Welfare Attaches.

has

in trade,
and defence

tifying

incidents

_IESCO
imposes
fines of Rs.
480 min

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Is-
lamabad Electric Sup-
ply Company (IESCO)
imposed fines of
Rs 480 million against
consumers
in power theft during
the ongoing anti-pow-
er theft campaign. The
company examined over
628,000 meters,
approximately
10,723 meters as slow,
76 meters as tampered,
and 894 meters involved
in direct theft. As part of
the campaign, 652 elec-
tricity thieves have been
apprehended. IESCO is
committed to eradicating
electricity theft in the
region and encourages
consumers to report any

ty theft to the relevant
Sub-Divisional
(SDO) office or call 118.

involved

iden-

electrici-

Officer

Chairman PMIC expresses
concerns of PM over delays
in completion of PSDP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission (PMIC), Brig.
(Retd.) Muzaffar Ali Ranjha has taken cognizance of the concerns of the Prime Minister over
the unwarranted delays in the completion of Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) pro-
jects. The Chairman of PMIC, Brig. (Retd.) Muzaffar Ali Ranjha, expressed these views while
chairing a meeting at the Prime Minister’s Inspection Commission, Prime Minister’s Office,
Islamabad, said a news release. The meeting was attended by PMIC Officer Engr. Aamir Hasan,
Member, Muhammad Saleh Narejo, Director, and officers from the Ministry of Finance. Also
present were representatives from all other concerned stakeholders, including the Ministry
of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan, the Chief Engineer PWD Highways (South), and
the Project Director of the Government of AJ&K, NESPAK, and FWO. After showing dis-
satisfaction over the implementation status the monitoring task has been given to Engr.
Aamir Hasan, Member PMIC and former retired Federal Secretary for ensuring effective
supervision of the project, currently under Monitoring, Evolution and Inspection at PMIC,
said in a news release. The representatives of the Ministry of Finance and all other con-
cerned stakeholders Ministry of Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit Baltistan, the Chief Engineer
PWD Highways (South) and the Project Director of the government of AJ&K, NESPAK
and FWO briefed the Chairman on the latest progress of the project. The Project Director
of the Rathoua Haryam bridge briefed the issues about the design of the bridge, revision
of PC-I and allocation of funds. After detailed deliberations with the representatives of
the Ministry of Finance and all other concerned stakeholders Ministry of Kashmir Affairs
and Gilgit Baltistan, Chief Engineer PWD Highways (South) and Project Director of Gov-
ernment of AJ&K, NESPAK and FWO; it was decided that FWO immediately share the
design of the bridge with the NESPAK for vetting and NESPAK after vetting the design of
the bridge would submit their expert opinion on it to FWO before January, 25, accordingly
the revision of PC-I will be processed at Ministry of Planning, Development and Special
Initiatives for the approval of revision of PC-I. It would facilitate the local people of AJ&K
and will curtail the travelling distance between Mirpur and Islamgarh, Chaksawari, Dudyal,
Kotli and Charhoi by 21 km and travelling time by 25 minutes. —APP

GHAZALA ANBREEN

Life may kick you but accepting
defeat is your choice. Never think
that you are unable to do anything
in your life. If you work hard and
get determined about it then you
are more likely to achieve it. Some
moments are defining moments and
it is very much possible that you are
able to achieve the target you have
set for yourself. Always remember
you don’t have to be among 99 per-
cent people, you have to be among
1 percent who emerge as winners.
Always remember bigger the failure
is bigger will be the quantum of suc-
cess. So never give up trying. Try
to accept the challenges and never
yield in front of problems.

The world remembers people who
in their lifetime served the cause of
humanity. Try to help the poor and
remember that you have to learn
to smile often. Its impact on others
will speak out volumes and whisper
aloud in your ears for longer times.
There is a message hidden in every
person’s attitude, if you pay heed to
it timely you may save yourself from
lot many troubles and losses in life.
If somebody gives you respect, try
to reciprocate in the same vein. It
literally costs nothing to be polite
but the effects it leaves on others
are often everlasting. Never expect
from others. Count on none as no-
body will do anything for you but it is
your very own self who will be loyal
to you in difficult times.

Build and share energy with posi-
tive thoughts and positive minded
people. Avoid negative thinkers. Ob-
serve your feelings. You will come to
know these feelings and emotions
are a mix of different sorts like com-
parison, hatred, greed and anger. All
of these can very easily be substitut-

ed by kindness, forgiveness, mutual
respect and care for others. Positive
thinking does not mean that if you
want to get something then you
will for sure be getting at it. Life is
very insubstantial. You don’t know
what is going to happen in the next
moment. Neither should you try
to know. We must think positively.
Never have morbid pre conceived
notions about certain occurrence or
personality. In this way your sub con-
scious mind will feed the negative
things and this will lead you towards
failure and resultantly you will never
be able to reach your target. Just say
to yourself whatever will happen will
happen, I have to give my best shot.
Do not waste time in changing oth-
ers, Instead focus on yourself. In the
material world of today where unfor-
tunately it is very hard to trust fellow
human beings, it is essential that we
purify our thinking process and get
rid of atrophied thoughts. A person
who can purge his thinking abilities
can become successful. Thinking
outside the box is important for
adding a colour to the blank canvass
of life. Be patient. Power and choice
is in your hands. Be grateful for
everything to God and learn to live
happy, counting on His blessings. If
you are able to see, hear and walk,
not everybody is that blessed. Focus
on your action and choices. Be kind
and cooperative towards others.
According to a research it came to
be known that every cell of human
being’s brain is active to do the
wonders but not everyone makes
an effective use of his brain to the
optimal level. Therefore, try to use
your brain by engaging in productive
tasks and helping others and don’t
allow to get it rusted by staying idle
or sleeping most of the times. That
will eventually lead to increasing the
thinking power and will make you

achieve your goal. Try not to be a
narcissist. People get impressed by
your character not from your talks.
All the future plans should not be di-
vulged in the public. Work in silence.
Talk only where it is needed. Stay-
ing silent will make you peaceful.
You need to connect with your pure
and true self and be in total sync and
harmony with it. You need to think
about yourself.

It does not matter whether you wear
an expensive dress or a cheap one,
it gets beautiful when your charac-
ter is good so work on making your
behavior polished. That way you will
look beautiful in every dress. Re-
member disappointment is the big-
gest enemy of human being. Take
care of little things, it will lead you
to achieve bigger goals in life. Teach
respect and manners. That is what
we see in case of imparting of early
education in Japan. The teachers
there promote the culture of re-
spect in schools from the beginning
and foundation level. Here you will
witness a discipline in all the related
things. The large green signs along
the roadside indicate displaying the
character “”. These alert the driv-
ers about the presence of school
zone. The older children accompany
the young to school. Hence from the
very start the kids are taught how to
communicate to both young and the
older children. Children are greeted
each morning by a head teacher.
They are trained as how to live as
a group and in concord with other
people. Throughout Japan children
are in charge of mid-day meals on
a routine basis. This is done to en-
courage a sense of duty and respon-
sibility towards others. They see
that everyone is served and then
afterwards they themselves eat.
Sense of duty and public respect
is a feature of Japanese society

since many years. They pay extra
emphasis on moral education. The
head teacher takes on an impor
tant role to teach moral education
himself. Lessons like avoiding lies
and deceit are taught through prac-
tical ways evoking human interest
using story telling through picture
stories. The responses of children
are recorded through graphics and
not in the form of verbal yes or no.
This leads to enhancing the visual
skills of kids and the discriminatory
abilities also attain a boost .Practi-
cal tasks as sowing seeds and tak-
ing care of animals within school
premises for nurturing feeling of
care towards living species is an-
other hall mark. The element of
morality and respect towards all
the living things is indoctrinated
in the young minds from the foun-
dational level. It is the fear which
holds you back from moving ahead
in life. Stephen R Covey says that
all principles in the world can be
broken but not the one made by
nature. Try to read the story of top
successful people who reached
the pinnacle and you will find that
they lived life as per the nature’s
way and the principles of nature.
Never compromise on your prin-
ciple. The person who has the vi-
sion to go alone, one day the world
follows his foot prints as the way
treaded in such a way is often rid-
dled with countless difficulties and
troubles. This is the difference be-
tween followers and leaders. The
leaders have the vision to stand
undaunted in front of coercion.

The strategy is to take the first
step. You have to be decisive and
then try to reach at a concrete
goal. If we have to check wheth-
er we have effective amount of
healthy baseline of dopamine lev-
el, a simple way is if we wake up in

the morning and feel like that we
are capable of pursuing our goal,
it means we have healthy baseline
of dopamine level. The biggest
role for your success is played by
your confidence. It plays a vital
role whether you are successful or
not. It is important for your being
decisive about any mater in life.
Diffidence will hinder your way to
success. One question which is of-
ten asked relates to how to get rid
of low confidence. There are vari-
ous strategies, First, is to set small
goals. It is just as you start a busi-
ness ad initially you invest millions
of rupees. Without any experience
or knowing about your capabilities
starting a business with a massive
investment will be highly risky.
Achieving small goals increases
your confidence and gives you mo-
tivation to further flourish in that
field. Second, start accepting your-
self and have faith in you. It is the
ability to come over your feeling of
being low or having less virtues,
also called as feeling of worthless-
ness. Everybody is combination of
good and bad traits. Accept your
shortcomings first and then try to
overcome them. If you do not give
respect to yourself how can you
expect that others will accept you
and treat you with respect? Still
other factor is your fitness and
your awareness of your skills. The
healthier you are, more confident
you will feel. Exercise enables
you to release endorphins which
eventually elevates your mood and
raises the chances of success. Eat
healthy and consistently do exer-
cise. That will give you a healthy
mind and prepare you to attain the
goal of remaining fit and healthy.
Negative energy produced by fail-
ure forces you not to try again so
try to replace this word (failure)

with the word mistake which can
be rectified. Always remember
you have to go on working and you
don’t have to stop.

Compassion is the language which
even the deaf people can listen
and blind can see. In this transient
world where time is fleeting at a
swift pace, even then some bitter
memories people are unable to
forget. Sometimes a sincere per-
son is taken as stupid. He knows
and understands all but he simply
ignores the ill behavior of other peo-
ple towards him and remains patient
in all circumstances. So never try to
judge the people. Another impor-
tant thing is that every individual
performs the role of head in cer-
tain capacity, at office or at home
or in the group of friends, one
must be watchful that as a leader
he sticks to the principles of jus-
tice. It is the necessary prereqg-
uisite as no society can progress
without justice.

Remember you have to prove your-
self as an asset for all those associ-
ated with you and not the liability.
When the rain stops the umbrella
is taken as a burden similarly some
people may use you and when you
outlive your utility you are simply
done away with by them. You have
to learn the art of humility in all
times, even when you are the win-
ner. Go to a hospital and see the
patients who are unable to even
stand on their feet. Some even
cannot turn their sides. This sight
will make you humble and grateful.
Or sometimes visit the graves and
you will see it as filled with people
who once thought they were aw-
fully indispensable. It will serve as
another eye opener. Stay humble,
stay smiling, and be polite. It costs
nothing. But its effects are very
much palpable all around.
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The view on Gaza’s
journalists

N O war has killed so many journalists so quickly. The Committee to

Protect Journalists (CPJ) says that at least 83 media workers have

died since 7 October. Seventy-six of them were Palestinians killed in
Israeli strikes in Gaza, while three Lebanese citizens were also killed, and four
Israelis were killed by Hamas in the 7 October attacks.
Even given the total number of deaths in Gaza - at least 24,600, the Palestinian
authorities say - the media toll is shocking and disproportionate. On one esti-
mate, it amounts to a tenth of all journalists there compared with a reported one
in 100 of the overall population. Reporters Without Borders has warned that
journalism is “being eradicated in the Gaza Strip”. Chillingly, the CPJ describes
“an apparent pattern of targeting of journalists and their families” - including
at least two cases where journalists reported threats from Israeli officials and
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) officers before family members were killed.
Though the IDF say they do not target journalists, it has been estab-
lished that they have killed people clearly identified as members of the
press, and that they have a record of false claims about and impunity for
the deaths of media professionals. Prior to the war, a CPJ report found
that 20 journalists had been killed by Israeli military fire in 22 years
without anyone being held accountable. They included the renowned Pal-
estinian-American reporter Shireen Abu Akleh.
Reuters says its journalist Issam Abdallah was killed by an Israeli tank shell
in Lebanon in October, in an attack which Agence France Press described as
“deliberate and targeted”, and which Amnesty International and Human Rights
Watch want investigated as a possible war crime. In another case, the IDF said
they were targeting a “terrorist” using a drone when they killed two journalists
in a car, before suggesting that the men had looked like terrorists because they
had a camera drone. Attacks on journalists are not only attacks on civilians, as
grave as those are. They also strike at the truth itself: at the ability to establish
it, and to share it. International news organisations have been able to access
Gaza only extremely briefly and under tight restrictions, all but one embedded
with the IDF. Those who live there are the eyes of the world.
Beyond the risk of death, says the CPJ, Palestinian journalists have experienced
“arrests ... numerous assaults, threats, cyber-attacks and censorship”. Nineteen
are in prison - putting Israel on the organisation’s list of the worst jailers of
journalists for the first time, alongside China, Myanmar, Russia and Iran. Most
are held under “administrative detention”, which allows the Israeli military to
detain people in the occupied territories without trial or time limit. The secre-
tary of state, Antony Blinken, has said that the US stands “unequivocally for
the protection of journalists during armed conflict”. It should act accordingly,
holding Israel accountable for deaths and infringements of press freedom, as
several groups urged in a letter to Joe Biden last week. The US, the UK and
others should also press Israel to allow proper access for international media.
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Manila’s island plan recipe
for regional disaster
in the South China Sea does not include “fortifying the

B BRP Sierra Madre” it grounded on China’s Ren’ai Reef in
1999, Manila seems to be trying to assure Beijing the plan newly
unveiled by the Philippine military is harmless. But Beijing is
not going to buy that. The plan revealed by Chief of Staff of the
Armed Forces of the Philippines Romeo Brawner Jr after attend-
ing a command conference led by Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr on Monday has even stirred wide domestic concerns.
According to Brawner’s comments to the media, Manila plans to
“improve” all the disputed islands it is “occupying” in the South
China Sea. Also included in the large-scale plan is the acquisition
of more ships, radar and aircraft as the Philippines shifts its focus
from internal defense to “territorial defense”, he said. By whatev-
er standard, the focus of the shift is anything but defensive in na-
ture. Since any attempt to fortify the crumbling World War Il-era
ship BRP Sierra Madre, in a bid to create a fait accompli, suffices
to irk Beijing. Manila is certainly not naive to the degree to which
the plan is a provocation to Beijing. In fact, it represents a grave
provocation to all the parties the Philippines has disputes with.

If the Philippines really follows through on its plan to develop the
disputed islands to make them more habitable for its troops, as its
military chief of staff said, it is taking the initiative to spark conflict
in the waters. Given the huge input the plan will necessarily entail
and the lackluster economy of the Philippines, Manila must have re-
ceived certain assurances of extra but sizable funding and material
assistance before plucking up the courage to talk big. But even if
the United States, an ardent ally of Manila, has pledged support, the
degree to which that will be forthcoming is open to question given
it is already providing assistance to Ukraine and Israel, and the out-
come of the US presidential election may temper its aggressive and
troublemaking foreign policy. After one and a half years in power, by
shifting its focus from domestic development to betting the nation’s
future on power games, the Ferdinand Marcos government has
downgraded the Philippines from a key regional player upholding
strategic autonomy to a ludicrous puppet of the warmongering US.

Y stressing a plan for the development of disputed islands

Gaza war highlights need for US lobbying reform

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

Mohammed Baharoon, a
well-known Dubai-based
think tanker, commented on
X: “The US will go to outer
space to protect its own
national interest, yet today it
subordinates its interests in
the Middle East to a foreign
politician who is facing
legal charges,” referring
to Benjamin Netanyahu,
the Israeli prime minister.
The answer is very simple.
The US support for Israel
is driven by the pro-Israel
lobby. While we look at the
lobby as a cabal or some
type of conspiracy, it is a
totally legitimate operation
under US law. Under the
First Amendment of the US
Constitution, citizens can
“petition the government for
a redress of grievances”

HE US is backing Israel’s campaign on
Gaza. The war, which is now in its fourth

month, risks spreading into a regional war.
The Houthis are attacking ships heading toward
Israel, Iraq is witnessing turbulence and a signif-
icant confrontation between Hezbollah and Israel
is looking more and more likely. A ceasefire is nec-
essary for regional stability. The only one that can
coerce Israel into a ceasefire is the US. According
to a November Reuters/Ipsos poll, 68 percent of
Americans favor a ceasefire. Yet, the US continues
to give Israel a blank check. Why? This is mind-bog-
gling. The US is supporting Israel even though the
American public is for a ceasefire. To add to that, a
regional war is not in the US’ interest, especially if it
gets sucked into it. US policy toward the Middle East
seems to be more about showing support for Israel
than attending to the American public’s preference
or the country’s best interest.
Mohammed Baharoon, a well-known Dubai-based
think tanker, commented on X: “The US will go
to outer space to protect its own national interest,
yet today it subordinates its interests in the Mid-
dle East to a foreign politician who is facing legal
charges,” referring to Benjamin Netanyahu, the
Israeli prime minister. The answer is very simple.
The US support for Israel is driven by the pro-Is-
rael lobby. While we look at the lobby as a cabal or
some type of conspiracy, it is a totally legitimate
operation under US law. Under the First Amend-
ment of the US Constitution, citizens can “petition
the government for a redress of grievances.” This
led to the inception of lobbying. A small group of
well-funded individuals is pushing the US to adopt
a policy that most Americans do not support
American citizens can organize and constitute pres-
sure groups that can plead with the government and
push for their policy preferences. This is part of the
democratic process, whereby groups can contrib-
ute to the country’s decision-making process. Pres-
sure groups or lobby groups also finance election

campaigns. Campaign promises can then become
policies once a candidate is elected. This all comes
across as an expression of democracy.

However, when it comes to foreign policy, this sys-
tem allows certain groups to influence the policy of
the entire nation. There is no more flagrant example
than the case of the pro-Israel lobby and its influence
on US policy toward the Middle East. Today, in the
case of the war on Gaza, the discrepancy between
the national interest and public opinion and the actu-
al US Middle East policy is very visible.

In 2007, Stephen Walt and John Mearsheimer wrote
a best-selling book on the pro-Israel lobby’s influ-
ence on US foreign policy. The pro-Israel lobby is a
group of organizations that work toward promoting a
US Middle East policy that is favorable to Israel. Its
most important element is an organization called the
American Israel Political Affairs Committee, known
as AIPAC. Its members and funders are US citizens
and hence it falls under the lobbying laws of domes-
tic groups. Like other domestic lobby groups, AIPAC
has the right to finance election campaigns.

When foreign states hire a lobbyist or public rela-
tions consultant to advance their interests in the
US, the agents working for them have to register
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. This
law was put in place to limit the ability of foreign
governments to influence US policy. However,
domestic groups can organize and advocate for
a certain foreign policy outcome and they have a
lot of room to maneuver because they are consid-
ered as American citizens who have the right to
contribute to the country’s policymaking. Once
the money element is removed from the lobbying
for foreign policy, it will become more balanced
In theory, it should be acceptable for American
citizens to lobby for foreign policy the same way
they have the right to lobby for teacher benefits,
elderly rights, etc. However, foreign policy deci-
sions do not only affect the group advocating for
them — they affect the entire country.

Unless there is a ceasefire in Gaza soon, the Middle
East could easily slip into a regional war. However,
neither the US Congress nor the Biden administra-
tion has called for a ceasefire. Except for a few voic-
es here and there, policymakers are standing with
Israel. Beyond the poll that showed that a majority
of Americans are in favor of a ceasefire, major cit-
ies are being flooded with pro-Palestine demonstra-
tions. Yet, the policy has not changed. In fact, what
we see today is the undemocratic result of lobbying:
A small group of well-funded individuals is pushing
the US to adopt a policy that most Americans do
not support. It is time for the US to change the
law to prevent its national interest being dictated
by one small group. Domestic lobby groups should
be restricted to lobbying on domestic policy. If they
want to lobby on foreign policy, they should register
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Once
the money element is removed from the lobbying
for foreign policy, it will become more balanced and
more in tune with the real interests of the country.
Activists in favor of a ceasefire recently revealed how
much certain politicians have received from AIPAC.
President Joe Biden is the leading recipient of AIPAC
funds. When a lawmaker depends, to a large extent,
on the financing of their campaign by a single gen-
erous donor, are they likely to go against that bene-
factor’s will? I would say it was very unlikely. AIPAC
is known to go after those politicians whose votes
or opinions it disapproves of by generously financing
their rivals. Money should no longer be a factor that
can affect foreign policy decisions. One would think
that now would be a good time to make this change.
Unfortunately, now more than ever, politicians need
AIPAC’s money to finance their campaigns, as the
USis about to enter an election season. Until a US
administration takes the bold step to free Ameri-
ca’s foreign policy from the control of a privileged
few, expect more and more disastrous decisions,
especially regarding the Middle East.

- Sourced by Arab News

DRC shambolic polls should be a wake-up call for SADC

Tafi Mhaka

Understandably, Chamisa
asserted the polls were a
“blatant and gigantic fraud”,
while his party called for
a rerun. And just like the
DRC’s Fayulu, he refused
to challenge Mnangagwa’s
corrupted triumph in
court, alleging Zimbabwe’s
Constitutional Court was
“captured”. Meanwhile, a
SADC electoral observer
mission (SEOM), led by
Dr Nevers Mumba, the
former vice president of
Zambia, delivered a scathing
preliminary analysis of the
August 2023 poll.
Among others, the SEOM
criticised aspects of ZEC’s
Delimitation Report of
2022, and highlighted the
contentious decision to
exclude Saviour Kasukuwere,
a former Mugabe-era Zanu-
PF minister, from
the presidential race

N January 9, the Constitutional Court of the Dem-

ocratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) confirmed

incumbent President Felix Tshisekedi’s landslide
victory in the hotly disputed December 20, 2023 elec-
tion, but failed to pull the Central African nation out of
its full-blown electoral crisis. According to the DRC’s Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commission (CENI) and high-
est court, Tshisekedi legitimately won a second and final
five-year term in office with an impressive 74 percent of
the vote, ahead of Moise Katumbi and Martin Fayulu, who
placed second and third respectively. However, in the eyes
of many, including failed presidential contenders Fayuli
and Katumbi, the country’s synchronised presidential, lo-
cal, provincial and national polls were a complete “farce”,
and perhaps even less trustworthy and legitimate than the
shambolic 2011 and 2018 elections.
The joint observer mission from the Catholic Church and
the Church of Christ of Congo (ECC) said they document-
ed 5,402 cases of serious irregularities at polling stations.
The churches said these alleged anomalies — malfunction-
ing voting devices, unopened polling stations, vote buying,
plundering of polling materials, shoddy electoral lists, and
ballot stuffing — could have compromised “the integrity of
the results”. On Christmas Eve, while the shambolic elec-
tion was still ongoing in many localities where the state
failed to open polling stations on election day, the Arch-
bishop of Kinshasa Cardinal Fridolin Ambongo voiced the
feelings of countless angry voters in the country when he
said: “What should have been a great celebration of demo-
cratic values quickly turned into frustration for many.”
Indeed, it was extremely frustrating to see the DRC repeat
the mistakes of the past, ignoring insistent warnings. Last
April, for example, Fayulu, who many independent observ-
ers believe won the country’s controversial December
2018 presidential poll, published an opinion piece on this
very page warning his country was “heading towards anoth-
er sham election” and encouraging CENI to change course
and ensure a “free and fair” presidential poll before it is too
late. Denis Kadima, the president of CENI, however, chose
to ignore this and other similar counsel.
Confident as ever, he even launched a thinly veiled at-
tack on the opposition a few days before the polls opened,
claiming there were “political groups in this country that
are not ready for elections” who “discredit the process, no
matter what we do”’. When the sheer scale of the electoral
fiasco became obvious in late December, Kadima went on
to call Fayulu and other candidates who understandably
demanded a rerun “bad losers”. In the end, Fayulu and
others refused to challenge Tshisekedi’s win in court, say-
ing state institutions were not trustworthy or independ-
ent. Now, the Congolese people are forced to accept the
results of a clearly bungled poll and a leader with a crisis
of legitimacy for the second time in five years.

It is time to admit that electoral malfeasance and in-
competence have become a substantial menace to soci-
etal cohesion, peace and development in the DRC. And
regrettably, this is a widespread and deep-rooted prob-
lem across the Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) region. Take Zimbabwe, which has failed
to hold a single truly free, fair and transparent election
since its independence from British colonial rule in
April 1980. President Emmerson Mnangagwa has won
two disputed elections - in July 2018 and August 2023
- over his chief rival, Nelson Chamisa, leader of the
main opposition Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC)
party. Last year’s polls, for example, were deemed a
colossal failure after many polling stations opened late
or failed to open at all. The anomalies were particularly
prevalent in Harare and Bulawayo, traditional strong-
holds of the opposition, raising suspicion the Zimba-
bwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) wanted to suppress
votes there and give the ruling Zanu-PF party a help-
ing hand. Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe Election Support
Network (ZESN) and Election Resource Centre (ERC)
stated Zanu-PF actors were engaged in voter intimida-
tion tactics throughout the country.

Understandably, Chamisa asserted the polls were a “bla-
tant and gigantic fraud”, while his party called for a rerun.
And just like the DRC’s Fayulu, he refused to challenge
Mnangagwa’s corrupted triumph in court, alleging Zimba-
bwe’s Constitutional Court was “captured”. Meanwhile, a
SADC electoral observer mission (SEOM), led by Dr Nev-
ers Mumba, the former vice president of Zambia, delivered
a scathing preliminary analysis of the August 2023 poll.
Among others, the SEOM criticised aspects of ZEC’s De-
limitation Report of 2022, and highlighted the contentious
decision to exclude Saviour Kasukuwere, a former Mug-
abe-era Zanu-PF minister, from the presidential race. In
this regard, the mission found that “some aspects of the
Harmonised Elections, fell short of the requirements of the
Constitution of Zimbabwe, the Electoral Act, and the SADC
Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections
(2021)”. A plethora of delays, it added, had “a knock-on
effect as they dissuaded voters from voting in the first
place” and effectively had “the unfortunate effect of creat-
ing doubts about the credibility of this electoral process”.
At the same time, government-owned media launched a
vicious smear campaign against Mumba, accusing him of
being on a Western-sponsored “regime change mission”,
all without offering a shred of evidence.

Meanwhile, South Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa
came to Harare’s defence, as he usually does, by declar-
ing that other countries, like the US, also have electoral
challenges - as if millions of frustrated and disfranchised
Zimbabweans care at all whether such problems are also
experienced to some extent in Washington.

This is not a problem only for Zimbabwe, or the DRC, or
whatever country that experiences the latest election deba-
cle either. It is important to uphold SADC electoral stand-
ards, in every single member country, as Mumba boldly
advocated for in his preliminary report, to improve our
shared wellbeing in Southern Africa.
SADC leaders have failed us all. The ability to deliver
peace, stability and socioeconomic change through the bal-
lot box has been turned into a mere pipe dream in most
SADC countries. Zimbabwe has extensive socioeconomic
problems, including an underperforming economy, a di-
lapidated health sector, and high unemployment for many
decades. And every suspicious election only serves to
deepen these woes. Amid persistent insecurity in North
Kivu, South Kivu, and Ituri provinces, the mineral-rich
DRC appears to be on the same path as Zimbabwe, and I'm
afraid SADC leaders seem willing to idly watch the rapid
deterioration of the country’s fragile democracy.
Instead of deflecting attention to sloppy practices in West-
ern countries, Ramaphosa and his colleagues must insist
that every SADC country adheres to the SADC Principles
and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections.
And whenever infringements arise, SADC must impose pu-
nitive measures. With five years to prepare for elections,
SADC member states have no plausible excuse to hold
substandard polls and effectively endanger the sociopoliti-
cal stability of their countries. To be clear, whom the Con-
golese or Zimbabweans choose to elect as their president
is not a matter of contention, but the electoral processes
in the DRC and Zimbabwe must always be open, fair and
transparent. They must enhance democracy and not foster
outright suspicion, division or violence.
In August 2005, SADC officially established the SADC
Electoral Advisory Council, with a mandate to transform
election observation, the conduct of democratic elections
and the prevention of electoral-related conflicts in the
SADC Region. Thus far, it has definitely underachieved.
SADC leaders have clearly diminished the council’s e vi-
sioned effectiveness over the last 18 years, just as they
have shamelessly endeavoured to change, undermine and
disregard Mumba’s preliminary report on Zimbabwe's
sham election. Mozambique’s October 2023 municipal
polls, Angola’s August 2022 general elections, Tanzania’s
2020 presidential election, and Malawi’s 2020 presiden-
tial election were also plagued by serious electoral contra-
ventions, including accusations of fraud, ballot tampering,
violence and repression. This, unquestionably, is indica-
tive of a wider malaise in Southern Africa: democratic
backsliding. Going forward, SADC leaders must actively
monitor the workings of electoral bodies and implement
effective interventions without fail. The Congolese people
and Zimbabweans deserve better.

— Sourced by Al Jazeera News
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Briefs

From Pack 01
Pakistan against unpro-
voked and unlawful violation
of Pakistan’s sovereignty.
During the meeting, partic-
ipants were briefed about
political and diplomatic de-
velopments bearing upon
the prevailing situation
between Pakistan and Iran
and its impact on the over
all security milieu in the re-
gion. Forum also took stock
of the ‘Operation Marg Bar
Sarmachar’, which was suc-
cessfully executed against
Pakistani originated Baloch
terrorists residing on the
ungoverned spaces inside
Iran. An update on the situ-
ation along the borders and
necessary full preparations
done to comprehensively
respond to any further vi-
olation of national sover-
eignty was also deliberated
about. The forum reiterated
the unflinching resolve that
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Pakistan are ab-
solutely inviolable and sac-
rosanct and any attempt by
anyone to breach it on any
pretext will be responded
with full might of the state.

FM
expresses...

From Pace 01
Pakistan has also made
it clear to the rest of the
world that it does not intend
to further exacerbate the
situation, calling on Tehran
to ensure that it respects
Islamabad’s territorial sov-
ereignty. In another tele-
phonic conversation with
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Turkiye Hakan Fidan, FM
Jilani said Operation ‘Marg
Bar Sarmachar’ was aimed
at terrorist camps inside
Iran and Pakistan gas no
interest or desire in escala-
tion. Meanwhile, The Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a statement regard-
ing the recent incidents on
the Pakistan border.

Pakistan
keen to...

From Pack 01
A new example of extraor-
dinary development was es-
tablished in Punjab during
one year, thanks to Mohsin
Speed, Saudi Ambassador
said. He said many cities
including Lahore are look-
ing more beautiful than
before with the completion
of development projects.
Pakistan has everything, it
needs sincere people like
Mohsin Naqvi and planning,
said Saudi Ambassador. On
the occasion, CM Mohsin
Nagqvi said that Saudi Arabia
and Pakistan have an eter-
nal relationship and will last
forever. Saudi Arabia has al-
ways supported Pakistan in
difficult times, said Mohsin
Naqvi. He said that we can-
not forget the role of Saudi
Arabia for the development
and prosperity of Pakistan.

Flights
using Pak...

From Pace 01
reduced to 50% due to the
Iran-Pakistan tensions. The
sources said that airlines
paid the Civil Aviation Au-
thority in dollars for using Pa-
kistani airspace. The reduc-
tion or ending of overflying
flights within the Pakistani
airspace will also have a neg-
ative impact on revenue. Pa-
kistan on Thursday morning
conducted “a series of highly
coordinated and specifically
targeted precision military
strikes” against alleged ter-
rorist hideouts in Sistan-Bal-
uchistan province of Iran in
which reportedly “a number
of terrorists” were killed.

Zaka resigns
as PCB...

From Pack 01

the role of Management
Committee’s chairman by
replacing Najam Sethi. “I
was working for the bet-
terment of cricket but it is
not possible for us to work
in this way,” he said as per
the people present at an
ongoing committee meet-
ing. “Now it is up to Prime
Minister ~ [Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar], whomever he nom-
inates [will take my place],”
he added. Caretaker PM
Kakar extended the term of
the Ashrafled Management
Committee in November
2023. During the tenure of
Ashraf, Pakistan played two
major competitions — the
Asia Cup and the ODI World
Cup — but came up short in
both tournaments.

Phillips, Mitchell help NZ take
4-0 lead against Pakistan

NZ extended their lead to 4-0 in series after chasing the 159-run target

Sports DESK

CHRISTCHURCH: New
Zealand  batters  Daryl
Mitchell and Glenn Phillips
scored unbeaten half-centu-
ries to guide their side to a
thumping seven-wicket win
over Pakistan in the fourth
T20 at the Hagley Oval on
Friday.New Zealand ex-
tended their lead to 4-0 in
the series after chasing
the 159-run target in 18.1
overs. Pakistan’s captain
Shaheen Afridi gave his
team the early advantage
with two wickets in the
first over, sending opening
batters Finn Allen and Tim
Seifert back to the pavilion.
He Inflicted further dam-

age with the wicket of Will
Young in his next over,
which reduced New Zea-
land to 20-3 in 2.4 overs.
Mitchell and Phillips then
joined hands to recover
from the early debacle and
produce a match-winning
partnership. They started
cautiously to consolidate
before shifting gears in the
latter overs to chase down
the total in the 19th over,
with both batters remain-
ing unbeaten.

Mitchell scored a blistering
72 off 44, featuring seven
boundaries and two sixes,
meanwhile, Phillips played
a 70-run knock from 52
balls with five boundaries
and three sixes. For Paki-
stan, Afridi was the sole

A\

wicket-taker with the fig-
ures of 3-34. Earlier in the
day, New Zealand captain
Mitchell Santner invited
Pakistan to bat first and
got an early breakthrough
as Matt Henry dismissed
Saim Ayub (1). Mohammad
Rizwan and Babar Azam
stitched a 5l1-run stand
from 31 balls before Adam
Milne’s bouncer sent Azam
back to reduce Pakistan to
56-2. Fakhar Zaman and
Rizwan’s cautious partner-
ship of 27 off 33 dragged
the team’s total to 83 inside
13 overs. Lockie Ferguson
dismissed Zaman (9) and
Sahibzada Farhan (1), who
was making his comeback,
in the same over, reducing
Pakistan to 86-4 in 13 overs.

Rizwan continued his
sensible knock from one
end while Iftikhar Ahmed
scored 10 off 14 and fell
prey to Henry. Moham-
mad Nawaz joined Rizwan
in the fall of the fifth wick-
et and played a quick cam-
eo to give a much-needed
push to the team’s total.
Pakistan ended up scoring
158-5 in their allocated 20
overs, with Nawaz scoring
an unbeaten 21 off 9, fea-
turing three sixes. Mean-
while, Rizwan scored a
sensible innings of 90
runs from 63 balls with
the help of two sixes and
six boundaries. Henry and
Ferguson picked two wick-
ets each for New Zealand,
while Milne grabbed one.

Hazlewood leads Australia
to huge win over WI

v

ADELAIDE: Australian Josh
Hazlewood produced an
inspired spell of seam bowl-
ing as Australia crushed the
West Indies by 10 wickets in
the first Test at the Adelaide
Oval on Friday. Bowling with
almost metronomic preci-
sion, Hazlewood ended with
5-35 in the second innings
after at one stage having
figures of 4-2. Leading by 95
runs in the first innings, Aus-
tralia dismissed the West In-
dies Friday morning for 120.
They then cruised to the
winning target of 26 in un-
der seven overs, although
there was some late drama
when, with the scores level,
Australian opener Usman
Khawaja was forced to re-

tire hurt after being struck
on the jaw by a Shamar Jo-
seph bouncer.

There had been plenty of
disquiet in Australia when
the West Indies announced
a touring squad missing
a number of top players
including former captain
Jason Holder. Only eight
of the 15-man squad had
played Test cricket before,
meaning there would have
to be three debutants in the
team for Adelaide.

While captain Kraigg Brath-
waite and fellow opener Ta-
genarine Chanderpaul have
formed an effective partner-
ship at the top of the order,
the next four batsmen had
only three caps between

them. And with both Brath-
waite and Chanderpaul fail-
ing in this Test match, that
inexperience showed, with
only Kirk McKenzie offer-
ing much resistance to the
Australian attack.

However, they will take
some positives out of the
match from McKenzie’s
batting and especially the
batting and bowling of
Shamar Joseph, who was
playing only his sixth first
class game. Australia all out
for 283 against West Indies
Joseph took five wickets in
the first innings and scored
valuable runs in both in-
nings coming in at No.ll.
After resuming Friday on
73-6, still 22 runs behind,
much of the West Indies’
faint hopes depended on
experienced wicketkeeper
Joshua Da Silva, who was
not out 17 overnight.

But after adding one run to
his overnight total Da Silva
was caught on the deep fine
leg boundary for the second
time this match after not
being able to control the
hook shot, leaving his side
84-7. Alzarri Joseph played
well but got a faint edge to
wicketkeeper Alex Carey
off Mitchell Starc to fall for
16, with West Indies 94-8,

still one run from making
Australia bat again.
Hazlewood then clean
bowled Gudakesh Motie
without any addition to
the score, bringing new-
comer Shamar Joseph to
the crease, who promptly
played a beautiful cover
drive for four. The free-spir-
ited Shamar Joseph showed
no fear and he and veteran
Kemar Roach added 26
for the final wicket before
Joseph charged off-spin-
ner Nathan Lyon and was
stumped by Carey.

West Indies coach Andre
Coley conceded inexpe-
rience had played a large
part in the dramatic second
innings collapse that saw
them slump to 19-4.

“The learning curve has
been pretty steep for some
of them,” Coley said. “But
if they were to sit back and
some of the feedback has
been, it hasn’t been tre-
mendously difficult. It has
been testing. “I think the
challenge has pretty much
been the consistency of the
bowlers, obviously a wealth of
experience in that Australian
bowling attack, so their abil-
ity to stay patient, and there
were times our batters played
quite well.” - Agencies

Klopp reacts after
Liverpool suffer
Salah injury scare

LONDON: Liverpool suffered an injury scare after Mo-
hamed Salah limped off just before halftime in Egypt’s 2-2
draw with Ghana at the Africa Cup of Nations. Salah, the
Premier League’s joint top scorer this season with Man-
chester City’s Erling Haaland, went off the field due to an
hamstring injury. However, Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
said on Friday that he didn’t have enough information about
the extent of the injury. “We don’t know anything about it,”
Klopp told reporters on Friday. “I spoke with him last night
and how it was. They are doing further assessments now and
then we will know more. “At that moment he was shocked
and couldn’t see why he was hit by something so intense.
You have these hamstring injuries in a different way. He felt
it and we know how rarely Mo goes off, or needs to go off,
so it is definitely something, but I don’t have any more infor-
mation right now.” The 31-year-old doesn’t get injured often
and has only missed 10 league games in more than six sea-
sons. Klopp also talked about whether Liverpool’s medical
staff would go to the Ivory Coast. “We will see. It depends
on the diagnostics,” he said. “We will have ultrasound and
MRI and then we will know what it is and we will see and
make plans, but it’s too early (at the moment).” Liverpool,
who will lock horns with Bournemouth on Sunday, top the
Premier League on 45 points after 20 games, two points
ahead of defending champions Manchester City. Liverpool
could potentially be without Trent Alexander-Arnold again
on Sunday, Klopp said, after the defender injured his knee
in their FA Cup third-round victory over Arsenal on Jan-
uary 7. “Obviously he can walk, on the catwalk,” Klopp
said, when asked about Alexander-Arnold being spotted at
a fashion show this week in Milan. — Agencies

Rizwan
believes
opening split
has hurt Pak

DNA

OVAL: Despite Mohammad
Rizwan’s impressive unbeat-
en score of 90, New Zea-
land secured a seven-wicket
victory over Pakistan in the
fourth T20I at Christchurch’s
Hagley Oval, marking their
fourth consecutive win in
the five-match series and es-
tablishing a commanding 4-0
lead. After being put into bat,
Pakistan suffered an early
blow as Saim Ayub failed to
make an impact with the bat
again and departed for 1 in
the second over of the inning.
Pakistan scored 158 for five
in 20 overs courtesy an un-
defeated 90-run knock from
wicketkeeper-batter Rizwan.
Opening batter struck six
fours and two sixes during
his 63-ball innings. He add-
ed a 5l-run partnership
with Babar Azam (19, 11b,
2x4s, 1x6) and knitted a
40-run partnership for
fifth wicket with Iftikhar
Ahmed (10, 14Db).

Teen sensation

Andreeva stages
AO fight back

Andreeva was out of sorts in
the opening set, broken twice
by Parry, who returned well and

dominated from the baseline

MELBOURNE: Mirra Andreeva kept her Australian Open
dream alive with a sensational come-from-behind win
to qualify for the fourth round and equal her best Grand
Slam performance. The teenage giant-killer, who is just 16,
showed her massive potential by beating sixth seed Ons
Jabeur in the previous round and continued that today with
a win over France’s Diane Parry 1-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10/5).

She was down 5-1 in the final set but won five games in a
row to leave her in a position to serve for the match at 6-5.
Parry, herself only 21, halted the surge by breaking to set
up a tie-break. But the young Russian had all the momen-
tum and imposed herself again for a remarkable victory.
She will next meet either Czech ninth seed Barbora
Krejcikova or Australian qualifier Storm Hunter.

Andreeva was out of sorts in the opening set, broken twice by
Parry, who returned well and dominated from the baseline.
It was a different story in set two, with the Russian breaking
in the fourth game with a passing shot before consolidating
and breaking again on the way to levelling the match. But
Parry was unfazed and regained the upper hand with a break
for 2-0 in the deciding set after a draining 16-shot rally. She
kept her cool to hold on through a 14-point third game and
opened up a 5-1 advantage, seemingly destined for victory,
only for Andreeva to surge back. Ranked 47, the teenager
made her Grand Slam bow at the French Open last year with
a run to the third round after coming through qualifying.
But it was at Wimbledon where she made waves, reaching
the fourth round, also as a qualifier. In her only other Grand
Slam, she lost in the second round of the US Open to even-
tual champion Coco Gauff. - Agencies

Djokovic achieves unique
ieat In Australian Open

MELBOURNE: Serbian tennis star Novak
Djokovic achieved a unique feat after win-
ning his 31st consecutive match at the Aus-
tralian Open on Friday. Djokovic defeated
Tomas Martin Etcheverry 6-3 6-3 7-6 (7-2)
to reach the fourth round. According to
Opta, Djokovic is the second player to win
more than 30 consecutive Singles match
at the Australian Open in the Open Era
after Monica Seles (33 consecutive wins
between 1991 and 1999). Djokovic is on
track to win his 25th Grand Slam title,
which would take him ahead of the all-time
record held by Australian Margaret Court.
He will face France’s Adrian Mannarino or
American Ben Shelton in the next round.
Djokovic had needed four sets to beat
both Dino Prizmic and Alexei Popyrin in
his first two rounds in Melbourne but the
36-year-old looked in better form against
Etcheverry. He played some good ground
strokes from the deep and consistently
found angles to keep his opponent on the
move. “It was a great match, I think. The
best performance I had during this tourna-
ment,” said Djokovic in his on-court inter-
view. “Obviously I'm pleased with the way
I played throughout the entire match, par-
ticularly the first two sets. “He stepped it
up, raised his level of tennis probably one
or two levels in the third set and we went
toe-to-toe. In the tie-break I guess I just

found the right shots, the right serves, and
closed it out in straights.” Etcheverry did
well during his wins against Andy Murray
and Gael Monfils in straight sets this week
in Melbourne but the Argentine didn’t
have many answers for Djokovic. - DNA

Pak reach semi-finals of Paris Olympics Qualifiers

Pakistan will now take on Germany in the semi-final of the Paris Olympics Qualifiers
today, while Great Britain will take on New Zealand in the other semi-final

OUur CORRESPONDENTS

MUSCAT: Pakistan Men’s Hockey
Team , qualified for the semi-finals
of the ongoing Paris Olympics
Qualifiers after holding Malaysia
for a 3-3 stalemate in their last pool
match. The national team made it
to the knockout stage for maintain-
ing a superior goal average than
China. Notably, China succumbed
to a 6-0 thrashing against Great
Britain earlier today, which meant
that Pakistan only had to avoid the

defeat against Malaysia.

Khan Sufyan, Ammad Butt, and
Rana Waheed scored for Pakistan
in the 3-3 stalemate while Sasri
Fitri, Abu Kamal, and Ashari Far-

han netted for Malaysia.

Pakistan will now take on Germa-
ny in the semifinal of the Paris
Olympics Qualifiers on January
20 while Great Britain will take on
New Zealand in the other semi-fi-
nal. The Green Shirts are now

just one victory away from secur-
ing their place at the global event.
It is worth mentioning here that

Pakistan had an unwanted start to
their campaign as they suffered a
6-1 defeat from Great Britain.

However, the side soon regrouped
and staged a sensational come-
back in their second fixture as

they outclassed China by the
scoreline of 2-0.

Pakistan and China both played
defensively in the first half, not
allowing any goal, however, the
Green Shirts created some bril-
liant chances in the third quarter.
Their initial advances were de-
nied before Abu Bakr gave Paki-
stan the advantage in the 42nd
minute with a penalty corner.
Pakistan’s lead was further ex-
tended nine minutes later, thanks
to Abdul Rahman, who scored his
first international goal on a penal-
ty corner. Meanwhile, Pakistan’s
hockey team lost their first game
in the Paris Olympics Qualifiers
against England 6-1 yesterday.
Abdul Hanan Shahid scored Paki-
stan’s only goal in the match, as
the England team showed bril-
liant quality, scoring six goals.
Pakistan will next face Malaysia
tomorrow in the must-win contest
to qualify for the semi-finals of the
Paris Olympics Qualifiers.

Bilawal
hits out at
Nawaz...

From Pace 01
again return to his den after
seeing you”. While wielding
a copy of his party’s mani-
festo that primarily focus
on economic uplift of pub-
lic, Bhutto said no other
party was paying heed to
the difficulties being faced
by people. He highlighted
the key points of the PPP
manifesto, saying 17 min-
istries will be abolished in
order save Rs300 billion
for public. He vowed to re-
direct the Rs1,500 billion
given to elite in wake of
subsidy toward public. He
als promised to implement
the 10-point manifesto of
his party in letter and spirit
once he is voted to power
by people on Feb 8.

Imran says
he’s ‘ready
to talk’

FroMm PacGe 01

against its remaining work-
ers. Later, the party's
electoral symbol — a major
voter driving force was tak-
en away this month, and
the party — PTI-Nazriati
— with which it sought an
alliance also backtracked
from its commitment. But
as the embattled PTI faces
uphill tasks, its major ri-
vals — the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) and the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) — have already
commenced nationwide
campaigns and distribut-
ed tickets for national and
provincial constituencies.
The PPP and the PML-N
are eyeing to form govern-
ments in the centre, with
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto-Zardari confidently say-
ing that the elections are
now just between two par-
ties as the PTI is out of the
electoral race — since its
candidates will be running
independently.

ECP
instructs
security...

From Pace 01

apply to the armed forces and
civil armed forces, as distinct
guidelines were being issued
specifically for them. It said
the security personnel must
perform their duties in ac-
cordance with the law and as-
sist the election commission
in conducting free, fair, trans-
parent and peaceful polls.
The watchdog added that
security officials must also
render their “fullest cooper-
ation to the presiding officer
for maintenance of order and
for ensuring uninterrupted
voting on the polling station”.
As per the code, the securi-
ty personnel must “observe
politeness, display immac-
ulate behaviour in dealing
with voters and polling staff,
while remaining firm and just
in dealing in accordance with
the law while addressing any
given situation”.

ECP to
move...

From Pace 01

performing their duties in
accordance with the law”.
Lamenting as to why the
electoral body was not issu-
ing a particular symbol to a
candidate despite the fact
that the symbol charpai was
not allotted to anyone else,
the court had issued notic-
es to Chief Election Com-
missioner Sikander Sultan
Raja and the Punjab election
commissioner along with
the relevant ROs directing
them to appear in person. In
response, directing its law
wing to file the CMA, the
electoral body has under
scored that the candidates,
who had approached the
LHC complaining of not be-
ing able to obtain symbols of
their choice, have “misled”
the court as they didn’t ap-
proach the electoral body on
the said issue, to begin with.

Missing
persons...

From Pace 01
During the proceedings, Ad-
vocate General Ayaz Shaukat
requested to present a USB
containing Mahrang Baloch’s
recent press conference. In
response, Justice Kayani em-
phasised that no USB would
be accepted and highlighted
the daily ridicule faced by
individuals in press confer-
ences. Addressing the attor-
ney general, Justice Kayani
highlighted that the peo-
ple from Balochistan
protesting in Islamabad
require resolution, assert-
ing, “You have to resolve
the matter, not the court.”
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DAVOS : Swiss President
Viola Amherd has reject-
ed criticism by Moscow
of a possible peace sum-
mit hosted by Switzerland
aimed at ending the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war. Speaking
to reporters at the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, Amherd em-
phasized that Switzerland
has always been on the side
of international humanitar-
ian law. “When you are on
the side of the civilian pop-
ulation, you are on the right
side,” she said.

Russia has repeatedly criti-
cized Switzerland for “aban-
doning its neutrality” after
the outbreak of the war in
Ukraine, saying that such
a peace summit would be
“meaningless and harmful.”
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, who was
in the capital Bern for an
official visit, met with Am-
herd on Jan. 15. Speaking
at a joint press conference,
Zelenskyy said they would
start planning on Jan. 16
for the peace summit with
Switzerland. Zelenskyy said
only countries that support
Ukraine’s territorial integ-
rity would be invited to the
summit, that Russia would
not take part in the talks
and that he hoped China
would attend. "—APP

India’s airline
orders 150

Boeing Max

aircraft

HYDERABAD, India: In-
dia’s newest airline will
buy 150 Boeing 737 Max
aircraft, in the first major
announced sale for the
manufacturer since a panel
blew out of another Max
model in midflight earlier
this month, the airline an-
nounced Thursday. Akasa
Air CEO Vinay Dube an-
nounced the order of the
Boeing 737 Max 10 and
737 Max 8-200 planes at an
airshow in the southern In-
dian city of Hyderabad. The
airplanes will increase the
airline’s total Boeing orders
to 226, Dube said. It cur-
rently operates a fleet of 22
Boeing 737 Max 8 and Max
8-200 planes. None of the
planes is the same model as
the Alaska Airlines Boeing
737 Max 9 on which a door
plug blew out shortly after
taking off on Jan. 5 from
Portland, Oregon, leaving
a hole in the fuselage. The
cabin lost pressure and the
plane was forced to descend
rapidly and make an emer-
gency landing. No serious
injuries were reported.
Since launching operations
in 2022, Akasa Air has cap-
tured about 4 percent of
India’s domestic market,
serving 18 destinations.
It is looking to expand its
network in India and South
Asia. —APP

UK health
agency warns
of measles

outbreak

LONDON: Britain’s public
health agency warned on
Friday that an outbreak of
measles in central England
could spread to other towns
and cities unless urgent ac-
tion is taken to boost vacci-
nation uptake.

The UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA) has de-
clared a national incident,
signalling a growing public
health risk. It said there had
been 216 confirmed cases
and 103 probable cases in
the West Midlands since
Oct. 1 last year, with the
majority being in children
aged under 10.

“With vaccine uptake in
some communities so low,
there is now a very real risk
of seeing the virus spread
in other towns and cities,”
UKHSA Chief Executive Jen-
ny Harries said. A report from
the World Health Organization
and the US Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention in
November said there had been
a “staggering” annual rise in
measles cases and deaths glob-
ally in 2022. Measles is one of
the most contagious viruses in
the world but is preventable
by two doses of vaccine. The
COVID-19 pandemic massive-
ly disrupted routine immuni-
zation efforts worldwide, and
the bounce back has been
slow. Harries said immediate
action was needed to boost
uptake of the MMR (mea-
sles, mumps and rubella)
vaccine in areas where it was
low.—Agencies

ICCI, UNICEF sign MoU for
economic empowerment

President ICCI, and Abdullah A. Fadil, UNICEF representative Pakistan
signed the MoU during a ceremony held at ICCI

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD : The Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI) and the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) have
signed an MoU to collaborate on
many initiatives to promote the
economic empowerment of margin-
alized people and make progress
towards achieving Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs) in Paki-
stan. Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawri, Pres-
ident ICCI, and Abdullah A. Fadil,
UNICEF Representative Pakistan
signed the MoU during a ceremo-
ny held at ICCIL. Speaking on the
occasion, Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry lauded
the efforts of UNICEF Pakistan
to address issues in health, educa-
tion, child protection, skills devel-
opment, climate change, nutrition,
water, sanitation, hygiene and so-
cial protection and other fields. He
assured that ICCI would support
UNICEF in its initiatives to advance
children’s rights and economic em-
powerment of neglected segments
of society. He said that ICCI would
mobilize its members to support
UNICEF and facilitate partner-
ships between ICCI members and
UNICEF in areas of interest for
the well-being and welfare of poor
people. Abdullah A. Fadil, UNICEF
Representative in Pakistan thanked
ICCT for signing the MoU and add-
ed that UNICEF Pakistan would

like to strengthen its cooperation
with ICCI to undertake joint ini-
tiatives in the areas of education,
youth entrepreneurship, climate
change, and others. He said that
UNICEF will provide technical
support to ICCI in sensitizing the
business community for better
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protection of children’s rights and
bringing out-of-school children to
the formal education system.

ICCI and UNICEF will advocate
jointly for the formulation of con-
ducive policies and regulatory
frameworks for creating an en-
abling environment to promote
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business and investment activi-
ties, empower marginalized peo-
ple of society, and improve their
living standards. Engr. Azhar
ul Islam Zafar Vice President
ICCI, Khalid Igbal Malik Group
Leader, Zafar Bakhtawari former
President ICI & Secretary Gen-

eral UBG Pakistan, Ms. Josiane
Khoury Partnerships Manager
UNICEF, Faseeh Ullah Khan,
Magsood Tabish, Raja Muham-
mad Imtiaz, Sheikh Muhammad
Ejaz, Ch. Muhammad Ali, Khalid
Chaudhry and others were also
present on the occasion.

S.Korea urges UN to address

North Korea’s threats

North Korea’s escalating test-launches in violation of the existing
UN sanctions — five ICBMs, more than 25 ballistic missiles

Hungary doubts

Sweden’s suitability
for NATO

LONDON : Sweden has not done enough to convince
Hungarian authorities that it is a suitable candidate for

ForeiGgN DEsk

UNITED NATIONS: South
Korea called on the divid-
ed UN Security Council
“to break the silence” over
North Korea’s escalating
missile tests and threats.

“It’s a big question,” South
Korea’s UN Ambassador
Hwang Joonkook told re-
porters after an emergen-
cy closed meeting of the
council on the North’s first
ballistic missile test of 2024
on Sunday. South Korea is
serving a two-year term on
the council. The Security
Council imposed sanctions
after North Korea’s first nu-
clear test explosion in 2006
and tightened them over
the years in a total of 10 res-
olutions seeking — so far un-
successfully — to cut funds
and curb its nuclear and bal-

listic missile programs. The
last sanctions resolution
was adopted by the council
in 2017. China and Russia
vetoed a US-sponsored res-
olution in May 2022 that
would have imposed new
sanctions over a spate of
intercontinental  ballistic
missile launches. Since
then, the two veto-wielding
permanent council mem-
bers have blocked any coun-
cil action, including media
statements. North Korea’s
escalating test-launches
in violation of the exist-
ing UN sanctions — five
ICBMs, more than 25 bal-
listic missiles and three
satellite launches using
ballistic missile technology
in 2023 - coupled with new
threats from the North’s
leader Kim Jong Un have
raised regional tensions to
their highest point in years.

On Monday, Kim declared
North Korea would aban-
don its commitment to a
peaceful unification with
South Korea and ordered a
rewriting of its constitution
to eliminate the idea of a
shared statehood between
the war-divided countries.
He said South Koreans
were “top-class stooges”
of America who were ob-
sessed with confrontation,
and repeated a threat that
the North would annihilate
the South with its nukes if
provoked. Before Thurs-
day’s council meeting, US
Deputy Ambassador Robert
Wood told reporters Kim's
provocations “are of great
concern.” He said the 15
council members need to
be reminded that North
Korea is violating sanctions
and its obligations to the
council, “and we have to

insist that they adhere to
those obligations, and for all
Security Council members
to enforce those resolu-
tions.” By contrast, China’s
UN Ambassador Zhang Jun,
whose country is a close
ally of North Korea, called
on all parties involved in
the Korean Peninsula to
stay calm and refrain from
actions that would further
raise tensions. In a mes-
sage clearly aimed at the
United States and South
Korea, Zhang expressed
hope that while attention
is mainly on North Korea,
“other countries are also
responsible to avoid fur-
ther escalation.” France’s
UN Ambassador Nicolas
De Riviere told reporters
that North Korea’s actions
are “getting worse and
worse,” with regular bal-
listic missile launches.

NATO membership, Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s chief
of staff said at a press conference Thursday. Gergely Gu-
lyas urged the country to work on bilateral relations when
it comes to the Nordic country’s NATO bid to “strengthen
trust” while at the same time noting that Sweden joining the
alliance is not a priority for Hungary. Gulyas described the
relationship between the two countries as “one of allies legal-
ly right now” that cannot be considered friendly. Orban’s aide
further suggested that the Swedish government take the neces-
sary steps to find out “what questions the Hungarian parliament
has” about Sweden’s NATO bid. Hungarian authorities have
said on numerous occasions that Hungary will not be the
last country to approve Sweden’s membership. However, at
the same time, Orban told the parliament last September
that ratifying the Scandinavian country’s NATO bid was not
urgent. Sweden and Finland applied for NATO membership
in May 2022, abandoning their longstanding non-alignment
policies, a decision spurred by Russia’s war on Ukraine,
which started in February that year. Finland, which shares
a 1,340kilometer (832-mile) border with Russia, be-
came a member of NATO on April 4, 2023, bringing
the number of member states to 31. Sweden’s mem-
bership however is still pending ratification by mem-
ber countries Tiirkiye and Hungary, but the Turkish
parliament’s general assembly may debate its NATO
membership bid in the coming weeks.—DNA

Germany eases
citizenship path
despite migration rows

BERLIN: Germany is expected on Friday to approve a law
that shortens the path to citizenship and makes it easi-
er to hold multiple nationalities, moves designed to ease
crippling labor shortages by making the country more
attractive to migrant workers. The new law, a signature
policy of Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s coalition of centrist and
left-leaning parties, comes as Germany is convulsed by
rows over the burden that migration is placing on public
services at a time when money is scarce. “We have to keep
pace in the race to attract skilled labor,” said Interior Min-
ister Nancy Faeser ahead of the vote in the Bundestag that
will pass the new law. “That means we need to make an offer
to qualified people from the world over, just as the United
States and Canada do. German citizenship is obviously part
of that.” Under the new rules, citizenship will be available
after five years’ residence, reduced from eight, in line with
neighboring countries such as France. For people who are
“exceptionally well integrated,” three years will be enough.
Rules on dual nationality, now normally allowed only for citizens
of other EU countries, would be loosened. That would poten-
tially let tens of thousands of Turks, including third-generation

\_immigrants, become voting members.—APP J
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar chairing
a meeting on drugs pricing mechanism.—DNA

Greek PM aims to strengthen ties with Turkiye

He said the improved relations between the two NATO allies have yielded prompt
and concrete results, including visa facilitation for Turkish citizens

WEB DESK

ATHENS : Greece seeks to build
on recent positive steps taken
with Tirkiye, Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said. Re-
ferring to the ongoing thaw
between the two countries
since last February, when twin
earthquakes caused severe
casualties and destruction in
southeastern Tiirkiye, he said,
“I’'m not naive. We have seen
dramatic changes in Tiirkiye’s
politics in recent years, but
I want to be optimistic and I
want us to build on the posi-
tive steps that both countries
have taken in recent months,”
during a discussion with Ravi
Agrawal, the editor-in-chief of
Foreign Policy magazine, at
the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland.

He said the improved relations
between the two NATO allies
have yielded prompt and concrete
results, including visa facilitation
for Turkish citizens for 10 Greek
islands in the northern Aegean for
up to seven days and the decreased
flow of irregular migrants to
Greece. Even if Greece and Tiirkiye
do not resolve the issue of demar-
cation of the continental shelf and
economic exclusive zone, which
he called the only major problem
between the countries, they should
be able to coexist and focus on a
positive agenda, said Mitsotakis.
On Dec. 7, 2023, President Recep
Tayyip Erdo an paid a landmark vis-
it to Greece after the two neighbor-
ing countries experienced a tumul-
tuous relationship in recent years.
Erdo an said in a news conference
with Greek Prime Minister Kyr-
iakos Mitsotakis in Athens that
there is no issue between Tiir-

kiye and Greece that cannot be
resolved and that they want to
“turn the Aegean into a sea of
peace and cooperation.” Tiirkiye
and Greece announced the Ath-
ens Declaration on Friendly
Relations and Good-Neighbour-
liness, in which they stressed
that they are committed to fos-
tering friendly relations, mutual

respect, peaceful coexistence
and understanding and seeking
resolution to any dispute be-
tween in line with internation-
al law. The two countries have
been at odds for decades over a
series of issues, from territorial
water claims over the Aegean to
the rights of the Turkish minor-
ity in Greece. Ties were largely
restored to the level they were
in the early years of the Repub-
lic of Tiirkiye under the Tsipras
government in Athens. Erdo an
was the first sitting Turkish
president to visit Greece in dec-
ades when he traveled there in
2017. Relations deteriorated
over irregular migration and
hydrocarbon exploration rights
in the Eastern Mediterranean
and maritime zones under the
incumbent Mitsotakis govern-
ment. However, the sides re-
cently extended an olive branch

to each other again. Turning to
Israel’s ongoing attacks on Gaza
since Oct. 7, Mitsotakis reiter-
ated the country’s concern over
the growing number of civilian
casualties in the enclave, which
is increasingly shared by the
international community. Draw-
ing attention to the over 10,000
children who are among the casu-
alties, Mitsotakis said: “I don’t
think that Israel is strategically in-
terested in creating a new gener-
ation of orphans.” Also mention-
ing the escalating tensions in the
Red Sea, which included missile
and drone attacks by Yemen’s
Houthi rebels on commercial
shipping and naval vessels
and airstrikes by the U.S.
and U.K. in response, he
said it is a significant prob-
lem that not only concerns
Greece but also the global
shipping industry.

NEW YORK CITY: The
head of the UN Relief and
Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees in the Near
East on Thursday -called
for an urgent humanitar-
ian ceasefire in Gaza, to
provide some relief for the
population there and clear
the way for a much-needed
increase in the supply of es-
sential goods, including the
reopening of commercial
channels. Anything short
of that will only prolong
“the misery of an entire
population,” said the organ-
ization’s commissioner-gen-
eral, Philippe Lazzarini.
Speaking during a visit to
Gaza, his fourth since the
war began in October, he
said the war has gone on
“far too long” and warned
that there can be no win-
ners in this conflict, which
is only causing “endless
chaos and growing despair.”
Over the past 100 days, he
added, the people of Gaza
have gone from “the sheer
shock of losing everything,
in some cases every mem-
ber of their family, to a de-
bilitating struggle to stay
alive and protect their loved
ones.—APP

Turkey
eradicates
100+
terrorists in
Iraq, Syria

Ankara : Tiirkiye's Defense
Ministry said security forc-
es eliminated as many as
114 terrorists in cross-bor-
der operations into the
north of Iraq and Syria
weeks after a PKK attack
that killed nine soldiers
and injured four others in
the Metina district near
the Turkish border of Iraq.
A total of 2,396 terrorists
have been “neutralized”
in Iraq and northern Syria
since Jan. 1, 2023, a minis-
try official told reporters in
the capital, Ankara. Turkish
authorities use the term
“neutralize” to imply that
the terrorists in question
surrendered or were killed
or captured. The PKK - list-
ed as a terrorist organiza-
tion by Tiirkiye, the United
States, Britain and the Eu-
ropean Union - is responsi-
ble for over 40,000 civilian
and security personnel
deaths in Tiirkiye during
an almost four-decadelong
campaign of terror. Since
Turkish operations have
driven its domestic pres-
ence to near extinction,
the PKK has moved a large
chunk of its operations to
northern Iraq. Ankara main-
tains dozens of military bas-
es there, and it regularly
launches operations against
the PKK, which operates
a stronghold in the Qandil
Mountains, located rough-
ly 40 kilometers (25 miles)
southeast of the Turkish
border in Irbil province, al-
though the area is under de
jure control of the Kurdis-
tan Regional Govern.—APP

Somalia
demands
cancellation

of maritime
deal

ADDIS ABABA : Somalia
has ruled out mediation
with Ethiopia unless Addis
Ababa cancels a contro-
versial maritime deal with
its breakaway region of
Somaliland. “There is no
space for mediation unless
Ethiopia retracts its ille-
gal MoU and reaffirms the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of Somalia,” the
Somali Foreign Ministry
said in a statement posted
on social media on Thurs-
day. The two countries
have a history of stormy
relations and territorial
feuds, fighting two wars in
the late 20th century. So-
maliland’s government on
Thursday alleged Somalia
had “intentionally reneged
on all agreements made
with Somaliland” including
on security matters and
air space access. The state-
ment came after the Somali
Civil Aviation Authority said
it denied entry on Wednes-
day to an Ethiopian Airlines
overflight to the Somali-
land capital, Hargeisa. On
Thursday, the authority
also refused entry into So-
mali airspace to a Thaireg-
istered cargo plane flying
from Sharjah in the United
Arab Emirates to Hargeisa.
The African Union’s Peace
and Reconciliation Council,
a conflict resolution body,
on Wednesday urged the
two neighbours “to exer
cise restraint, de-escalate
and engage in meaningful
dialogue towards finding a
peaceful resolution of the
matter”.—DNA
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PTI's Kastro
arrested in
May 9 case

oo British High Commissioner visits UK-supported solar DN
meaemsteie | farm helping tackle climate change in South Punjab |, oo

f

candidate for the provincial
assembly (PP-118) Khay-
alKastro was arrested on
Friday. He was held in May
9 case outside the session
court when he reached
there for his bail regarding
the case. In a post shared
on X, PTI said, “Our candi-
date for the PP seat, Khay-
al Ahmed Kastro, has been
abducted.” As per media
reports, when PTI leader
Khyal Castro reached dis-
trict court for bail in the
arson case, the officers in
plain clothes forcibly took
him away in a car. It is
pertinent to mention that
Kastro was wanted to po-
lice in May 9 case.

Elahi
expresses

support
for Imran

= 8y

DNA
LAHORE: The President

ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner
Jane Marriott CMG OBE visited Atlas Solar
Farm in Southern Punjab, as she stressed

DNA

Pakistan has potential to be
a leader 1in green energy

—

the impactful partnership between Pakistan
and United Kingdom for sustainable energy.

Ms Marriott has seen first-hand how Brit-

ain partnerships with Pakistan are leading
the global transition to green energy. The
Atlas Solar Farm, supported by the UK gov-

1

- N

ernment’s development finance institution
British International Investment, provides
an additional 100 MW of clean and afforda-
ble power to over 100,000 residential con-
sumers. In turn, this helps them to avoid
106,000 tonnes of CO2 emissions per an-

UN chief
urges
Pakistan,
Iran to
de-escalate

Antonio Guterres has ex-
pressed deep concern over
the current tensions be-
tween Pakistan and Iran,
urging them to de-escalate
and resolve all their issues
peacefully. The UN Secre-
tary-General in a statement
asked both sides to exercise
maximum restraint to avoid
any further escalation.

num. In a statement, British High Commis-
sioner said Pakistan has immense potential
to be a leader in solar, which could power
the whole country. The UK is already invest-
ing in this innovation, playing a key role in a
healthier more sustainable future, she said.
Apart from her visit to the solar farm, the
High Commissioner engaged with develop-
ment partners in South Punjab, discussing

various initiatives aimed at bolstering the Antonio Guterres un-
region’s growth. One such initiative is the | derlines that all security
substantial aid provided by the UK govern- | concerns between the

two countries must be ad-
dressed by peaceful means
in accordance with the prin-
ciples of sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity and good
neighbourly relations.

US President Joe Biden said
Thursday that air strikes by
Pakistan and Iran on each
other’s territory showed
Tehran was not “well-liked”,
as the White House warned
against any escalation.
Tensions between nucle-
ararmed Islamabad, a key
US ally, and Washington’s
foe Tehran have soared af-
ter Iran struck alleged mili-
tant targets in Pakistan and
Pakistan responded in kind.

ment that has aided the Punjab government
in significantly reducing its debt by Rs. 469
billion. This has been achieved through op-
timizing wheat operations and carrying out
pension reforms that have cut liabilities by
a colossal Rs. 2.7 trillion. Such efforts un-
derscore the depth of the UK-Pakistan part-
nership, extending beyond energy and into
the very fabric of fiscal health and stability.
In a testament to the diverse nature of
UK-Pakistan cooperation, the High Com-
missioner also visited the MG Appar-
el manufacturing plant, a subsidiary of
Mahmood Textiles Limited. This plant
plays a crucial role in the fashion ecosys-
tem of the UK, exporting a significant
volume of clothing. It stands as an embod-
iment of the intertwined economic ties be-
tween the UK and Pakistan, a relationship
that spans energy, finance, and fashion.

of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PTI) Chaudhry
Pervez Elahi spoke to

journalists after his court
appearance on Friday,
where he reiterated his
support for Imran Khan
and PTI. He said he
would never leave any-
one in difficult times and

Govt moves SC against IHC
nullitying cypher jail trial

accused the government
of trying to prevent PTI
from contesting the up-
coming elections.

He said that the govern-
ment was afraid of Imran
Khan and PTI, and that
their ‘ladlas’ (favorites)
could not sleep because
of their popularity. He
said that the people had
rejected the PML-N and
their ‘ladlas’, who did
not have the courage to
face the public.

He claimed that PTI
was not being allowed
to conduct a free elec-
tion campaign, and that
their candidates’ homes
and election offices
were being raided. He
questioned who was
being made happy by
spreading fear in PTI.

MEenTABPIRZADA

ISLAMABAD:The federal government contested IHC November 21 decision on Friday in-
validating Imran Khan’s jail trial in the cypher case. In its petition, the government has ar-
gued that the THC failed to assess the facts appropriately before declaring the special court
designated to hear the cypher trial null and void. It maintained that the high court does
not have the authority to abolish the status of a special court. Advocate Raja RizwanAb-
basi submitted the application on behalf of the federal government. Imran Khan, special
court judge AbulHasnatZulqgarnain, DG FIA, IG, DC, and chief commissioner Islamabad,
among others, have been named as respondents in the petition. On November 22, the
IHC declared the proceedings of PTI chairman Imran’s and vice chairman Shah Mahmood
Qureshi’s trial conducted in jail in the cypher case so far as null and void. The court de-
clared that the notification issued by the law ministry on August 29 - which read that the
Law and Justice Division had “no objection” to PTI chairman’s trial in the cypher case
being held at Attock jail - was without lawful authority and no legal effect “for want of an
order by the appropriate government and fulfilment of requirements provided in Section
352 of the CrPC [Code of Criminal Procedure] as well as Rule 3 in Part-A of Chapter-1 in
Volume-III of the Rules and Orders of the Lahore High Court”. In its short order, the court
also declared the law ministry’s notifications about Imran’s jail trial issued on September
12, September 25, October 3, and October 13 to be “without lawful authority and no legal
effect”. It added that the law ministry’s notifications issued on November 13 and November
15 after decisions made by the cabinet were “of no legal consequence”. The short order
read that the November 15 notification could not be given a “retrospective effect”. “Con-
sequently, the proceedings with effect from August 29 and the trial conducted ...
premises in a manner that cannot be termed as an open trial stand vitiated,” the order read.

in jail

LAHORE: Saudi Arabian Ambassador Nawaf Saeed Ahmad Al-Maliky calls on Caretaker
Chief Minister Punjab CM Mohsin Naqvi. — DNA

DNA

UNITED NATIONS: Economic recov-
ery in Afghanistan hinges on interna-
tional support for boosting productiv-
ity and reinstating women’s rights,
the UN Development Programme
(UNDP) said in a new report released
Friday. The report paints a bleak
picture of socio-economic conditions
since the Taliban returned to power in
August 2021, with the erosion of wom-
en’s rights and a banking system near
collapse, identified as major areas of
concern. The Afghan economy has
not recovered from the cumulative 27
per cent shrinkage experienced since
2020 and appears to be stabilizing at a
very low level of activity.

This is largely due to restrictions on
the banking sector, disruptions in
trade and commerce, weakened and
isolated public institutions and almost
no foreign investment and donor sup-
port for sectors such as agriculture
and manufacturing. Public institu-
tions, particularly in the economic
sector, continue to lose technical
expertise and capabilities, including
women employees, which is further

exacerbating the situation.

Although progress has been made in
some areas - including in maintaining
stability and security, and controlling
opium production and illicit trade - it
has not been enough to change the
country’s trajectory. Furthermore,
the humanitarian and economic cri-
ses, as well as restrictions on wom-
en’s rights, have had a severe impact
on the female population.

Women not only have limited access
to public spaces, they also now con-
sume less food and experience great-
er income inequality compared to
men. The proportion of women work-
ing across all sectors has also dropped
dramatically, from 11 per cent in 2022
to just six per cent this year.

The report also introduces the Sub-
sistence-Insecurity Index (SII), which
utilizes 17 non-monetary indicators
across three dimensions to measure
deprivation. Nearly 70 per cent of Af-
ghans are unable to fulfill their basic
needs for food, healthcare, employ-
ment and other daily requirements,
according to the index.

International assistance has been vital
in Afghanistan. It has saved millions
from starvation, prevented thousands

of livelihoods and microenterprises
from disappearing, and helped stave
off economic collapse. However, aid
flows are declining at a time when an
overwhelming majority of the pop-
ulation remains highly vulnerable,
Stephen Rodriques, UNDP Resident
Representative in the country, said.
“The assistance and efforts require
complementary investment to stimu-
late the recovery of the private sector,
financial system, and overall produc-
tion capacity of the economy,” he said.
The report stressed the need to ad-
dress challenges in the banking sys-
tem, including the microfinance sector
- crucial for supporting women-led mi-
cro and small enterprises, which have
experienced a 60 per cent contraction
since 2021. Women’s economic par-
ticipation must be at the forefront of
any efforts aimed at addressing the
crises in Afghanistan, UNDP said.
The agency called for integrating lo-
cal economic development, resilience
against shocks and robust private sec-
torled growth to sustain livelihoods.
It also called for a focus on lasting
recovery and prioritizing the needs
of all vulnerable Afghans, particular-
ly women and girls.

IHC stops court
from testifying
witnesses in
Iddatcase

FaA1sAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Friday stopped the trial court from
recording statements of witnesses in the
case against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder Imran Khan and his wife Bushra Bi-
bi’s solemnising nikah in an unlslamic way.
The directives were issued by IHC Chief
Justice Aamer Farooq during today's hear-
ing of the case. Imran, who was removed
from prime minister’s office in April 2022,
and his wife have denied all charges in the
case registered by Bushra's former hus-
band, KhawarManeka, in November 2023.
At the hearing’s outset, Imran and Bushra’s
counsel Barrister Salman Akram Raja ap-
prised the court that the entire district ju-
diciary was present in Adiala Jail to record
statements of witnesses. The IHC chief
justice then directed him to provide de-
tails of the case as he would stop the trial
court from recording the witnesses' state-
ments. Even if the witnesses’ statements
were accepted, the nikah took place 48
days after the divorce, Raja said.

Death toll reaches
24,762 1n Gaza

NEews DEsk

GAZA: Israeli occupation forces (IOF) continue to commit the genocide in
the Gaza Strip for the 105th consecutive day, through dozens of airstrikes,
artillery shelling, and the use of fire belts, while carrying out bloody mas-
sacres against civilians and committing horrific crimes in infiltration areas.
This comes amidst a disastrous humanitarian situation resulting from the
blockade and the displacement of over 90% of the population.

Local media reported that the IOF aircraft and artillery continued their
intense bombing and shelling on various parts of the Gaza Strip on Fri-
day, targeting houses, gatherings, facilities, and streets, resulting in
hundreds of martyrs and wounded. For his part, the UNRWA Commis-
sioner-General said, “There is very little information about the northern
Gaza Strip, where access to the area is still highly restricted. I was not al-
lowed to visit.” He added, “Our convoys and aid trucks are often delayed
for long hours at the inspection point. At the same time, many desperate
people are now approaching our trucks to directly obtain food from them,
without waiting for distribution. By the time Israeli authorities give our
convoys the green light to pass, the trucks are almost empty.” A total
of 24,762 Palestinians have been killed and 62,108 have been injured in
Israeli strikes on Gaza since October 7, the Gaza health ministry said in
a statement.Some 142 Palestinians were killed and 278 injured in the
past 24 hours, the ministry added. Meanwhile, Leaders of Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) countries have denounced Israel’s military campaign
in Gaza and demanded an immediate ceasefire there, during the annual
summit of the 120-member bloc. “Since Oct 7 we have witnessed one of
the cruellest genocidal acts ever to be recorded by history,” Cuba’s vice
president, Salvador Valdes Mesa, said in a speech to delegates.
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