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US reduces support
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Naqvi elected
unopposed
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Kazakh PM
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Electioneering ends

Parties make
last-ditch efforts
to W00 voters

Nawaz Sharif vows to make Pakistan ‘Asian Tiger’

AsBID Raza

LAHORE: February 6 (Tuesday,) was the last day of the
electioneering for the Feb 8 general elections as provided
in the constitution. Candidates tried to woo the voters until
12 midnight. Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) chief
Nawaz Sharif says he will make the country an ‘Asian Tiger’
as the youth is supporting the former ruling party. Address-

Bilawal lashes at
‘ego, stubbornness
of old politicians

’

ing a rally on the last day of the election campaign in Khudi-
an, the former prime minister said, “If our government were

in power, every person here would have a job.” “We have to
come out of this era; we have to make the country an ‘Asian
Tiger’. Shehbaz Sharif should utilise this passion for Paki-
stan and change the country’s destiny,” said Nawaz.

The PML-N leader said that their government would build
roads in Khudian better than those in Paris; there should be
universities for the youth here, and they should have laptops
and computers in their hands. Nawaz Sharif said that their
government would provide jobs to the youth of Khudian.
The former prime minister also promised to build stadium
is Khudian. He said that he would bring Shehbaz Sharif to
inaugurate it, and they would play the opening match in this
stadium.” He said, “Those who used to say that the youth
will get 10 million jobs, where are those jobs and where
have the houses gone?” Nawaz Sharif said, “Vegetables were
available at Rs10 per kg during my tenure as PM, roti was
available for Rs4.” He further said, “We are holding the last
rally in Khudian and hoped that the youth present here will
join us on Feb 8. The enthusiasm of the youth is exempla-
ry.” On the other hand, the Election Commission of Pakistan

Continued on Page 06

Briefs

‘Surveys

show PML-N

in lead’

PTI workers should
bury politics of hatred

DNA

KASUR: Pakistan Muslim
League-N’s chief organiser
Maryam Nawaz Sharif said
on Tuesday her party had
left behind all competitors
in popularity. The PML-N
senior vice-president said
every survey exposed the
opponents. Addressing
a public rally in Khudian
Khas, Maryam said the love
of the people of Kasur had
turned the game upside
down. He said Nawaz Sharif
decided to address the last
rally of the election cam-
paign in Kasur. She said
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf workers should bury the
politics of hatred forever. “I
was born in an era where
there was no respect for
mothers, sisters and daugh-
ters,” she said. She said she
wanted young people to
have laptops, not sticks.

Imran was
unaware of
Pak situation

It was me who rolled
out the health card

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Par-
liamentarians Chairman
Pervez Khattak assailed
the PTI founder on Tues-
day, saying the latter was
unaware of the country’s
situation. Expressing his
thoughts in Nowshera, the
former KP chief minister
said: “When we demanded
the funds, he used to say
that he used to cite the ex-
ample of Europe. The PTI
founder said the people do
not seek funds in Europe.”
“We said that develop this
country like Europe and
then he we would not seek
funds,” Khattak said. He
asserted, “It was me who
rolled out the health card.
It was my authority on the
health card.” Khattak urged
the people of Nowshera to
vote for his party in the up-
coming elections, slated to
happen on February 8.

NazIr SiyAL

LARKANA: Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari has castigated “old
politicians” and blamed their “ego and stubborn-
ness” for the economic woes affecting the coun-
try. Addressing the public gathering in Larkana,
Bhutto-Zardari said: “We will have to stage poli-
tics that will pave the way for the country’s uni-
ty. “If my votes are snatched, I will chase them in
such a way that we will even forget the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder,” maintained Bhut-
to-Zardari. The former foreign minister took a jibe
at the political opponents, saying, “Only the PPP
can bring prosperity to the country.” “They [po-
litical opponents] are trying to befool the people,
but the masses are politically enlightened,” Bhu-
tto-Zardari said. He said: “Because of their per-
sonal enmity they have hurt Pakistan’s economy,
the federation and democracy.” He said they were
not worried about how democracy or the economy
were being affected due to their stubbornness.

Continued on Page 06

PTI fights back

PTI files review petition
to reclaim ‘bat’ symbol

Party requests SC to restore
Peshawar High Court's decision

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: With just two days left for
Pakistan’s 10th general elections, the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is yet again try-
ing to reclaim its electoral symbol ‘bat’, as
it has filed a plea with the Supreme Court
to review the verdict ordering its withdraw-
al. The party has also moved the apex court
on Tuesday seeking a review of the decision
about PTI’s intra-party polls. PTI — whose
founder Imran Khan remains behind bars
in multiple cases — has requested the apex
court to review its January 13 decision
wherein the top court upheld the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s verdict declaring
PTI’s intra-party polls “unconstitutional,”
depriving the party of its iconic electoral
symbol. The plea by PTI requested the SC
to review its verdict and restore the decision
of the Peshawar High Court, which termed
the ECP’s decision “invalid” on January 10.
The PHC decision was announced following

Continued on Page 06

PPP, PML-N
withdraw
complaints
in NA-127

Move signals potential
reconciliation between
two major political rivals

BUREAU REPORT

LAHORE: In a surprising turn of
events, the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) and Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) have decided to with-
draw their complaints against each

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of the Common Wealth Observer Group for General Election
Dr Goodluck Ebele Jonathan along with the delegation called on Caretaker
Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar. — DNA

Law and order situation

Government hints at
suspending internet
services on Feb 8

“So far, there has been no decision
made regarding suspension of internet
services at any place,” says Gohar Ejaz

PM meets
delegation

o1 (0G

Meeting was part
of the COG’s
interaction with
various stakeholders

MEentaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of the Commonwealth
Observer Group (COG),
led by former President
of Nigeria, Mr. Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan, called on
Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaar-ul-HagKakar earli-
er today. The meeting was
part of the COG’s interac-
tion with various stakehold-
ers ahead of the upcoming
general elections on 8
February, 2024. The Care-
taker Prime Minister wel-
comed the COG delegation
and said that Pakistan was

Continued on Page 06

2 terrorists

killed in N.

Waziristan
IBO

Ring leader Ayubullah,
alongside another,
was gunned down

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: The securi-
ty forces have killed two ter-
rorists including a ring lead-
er in Khyber Pakhunkhwa’s
North Waziristan district
on the night of February 5
and 6, the military’s media
wing said on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to the Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR),
the ring leader Ayubullah,

Continued on Page 06

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Interior Minister
Dr Gohar Ejaz on Tuesday said that the
government would consider suspending
the internet services on February 8 only if
it gets a request from a district or province
in view of the security situation. “So far,
there has been no decision made regarding
the suspension of internet services at any
place,” said the minister during a presser in
Islamabad alongside caretaker Information
Minister Murtaza Solangi. A day earlier,
Solangi turned down the possibility of an
internet shutdown on February 8, saying
that local administrations have the author-
ity to decide on an internet shutdown in

Continued on Page 06

UN rights hody
condemns
‘harassment’

FArsAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights ex-
pressed concern on Tuesday ahead
of Pakistan’s parliamentary election
scheduled for Thursday, urging author-
ities to condemn all acts of violence
against political parties and candi-
dates while emphasising the need to

Continued on Page 06

6 wounded during Turkish
court house attack

ForeiGoN DEsk

ISTANBUL: Two people were shot dead
while trying to attack a courthouse in Is-
tanbul on Tuesday, Turkish Interior Minis-
ter Ali Yerlikaya said. The man and woman
were killed during an “attempt to attack” a
security checkpoint at the Caglayan court-
house at 11.46 a.m. local time (0846GMT),
Yerlikaya posted on social media. Six peo-
ple were injured in the incident, including
three police officers. “I congratulate our
heroic police officers. I wish a speedy re-
covery to our injured,” the minister added.
Caglayan, which is also known as the Istanbul
Justice Palace, is a huge court complex in

Continued on Page 06

Pak condemns
terrorist attack

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan strongly con-
demns the terrorist attack targeting
the Courthouse complex in Istan-
bul. We extend our heartfelt condo-
lences to the brotherly people and
government of Turkiye and pray for
the swift and complete recovery of
those injured in this heinous attack.
Our thoughts and prayers are with
the bereaved families. Pakistan re-
affirms its resolute solidarity with
Turkiye in its fight against scourge
of terrorism. — DNA

A survey conducted by this newspaper on Tuesday unveiled a palpable enthusiasm among the youth,
who are eagerly poised to cast their votes in the Wednesday election. Similar to Pakistan, Azerbaijan
also boasts a burgeoning youth population ready to actively contribute to the country’s development

ANSAR M BHATTI
In Azerbaijan

BAKU: Azerbaijan is all set to elect a new
President in Wednesday’s presidential elec-
tion as people are fully geared up to exercise
their right through a free, fair and transparent
ballot. The Election Commission of Azerbaijan
has made elaborate arrangements to ensure an
inclusive and transparent election.

The voting shall start at 8 am in the morning till
7 pm. Every citizen of Azerbaijan who has active
election right and has reached 18 years on the
day of the elections is eligible to participate in
the elections and cast his or her vote.

The observer, including that of from Pakistan, have
been allocated special badges who may conduct
election observation in the whole territory of
Azerbaijan. The Central Election Commission
has made elaborate arrangement for the inter-
national observers in order to provide them with
an ample opportunity of performing their duties
without any hindrance. Supreme Command-
er-in-Chief, President IlTham Aliyev was celebrat-
ed as a national hero after Azerbaijani Army lib-
erated the occupied territories ending one of the
most bitter standoffs of the post-Soviet era.
President Ilham Aliyev’s tenure has been marked
by monumental progress across all facets of Azer-
baijani society, showcasing his adept leadership
and profound impact on the country’s destiny.

Fazil Mustafa

In order to ensure transparency in the Pres-
idential elections, the Commission has in-
stalled webcams in 1000 polling stations on 119
election constituencies within the framework
of technical and other conditions necessary to
ensure effective and consistent broadcasting
opportunities with the aim of continuous moni-
toring of the processes in polling stations from
the beginning to the end on the voting day.

The head of the observer mission from the SCO
held a meeting with the Central Election Com-
missioner and expressed his hope the elections

would bring further prosperity to Azerbaijan.

‘Presidential elections are a very significant
event. We believe that the results of the presiden-
tial election in Azerbaijan will be successful for
the future development of this country,” Zhang
Ming, head of the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) delegation and Secretary General
of the organization, said at a meeting with Chair-
man of the Central Election Commission (CEC)
of Azerbaijan Mazahir Panahov. He further said
that they had so far, monitored 69 election pro-
cesses. ‘We believe that the elections will be

held in a fair and transparent manner. According
to the statute, the purpose of our mission is to
promote general principles, non-interference in
the internal affairs of the country, identification
of shortcomings, and other issues’, he added.

A survey conducted by this newspaper on Tues-
day unveiled a palpable enthusiasm among the
youth, who are eagerly poised to cast their
votes in the Wednesday election. Similar to
Pakistan, Azerbaijan also boasts a burgeoning
youth population ready to actively contribute
to the country’s development.

Pakistan and Azerbaijan enjoy fraternal relations.
These relations are established on our past histor-
ical traditions. It is no coincidence that Pakistan is
one of the first states to recognize the independ-
ence of Azerbaijan after Azerbaijan declared its in-
dependence. Pakistan whole-heartedly supported
Azerbaijan in its Patriotic War against Armenia, in
which the valiant Azerbaijani forces inflicted sheer
defeat upon the Armenia forces and liberated its
territories occupied by Armenia.

In a demonstration of unwavering solidarity, Azer-
baijan wholeheartedly stands by Pakistan in the
Kashmir issue. Strengthening the bond between
the two nations, Azerbaijan has initiated direct
flights from Pakistan to Azerbaijan, marking yet an-
other milestone in their flourishing bilateral rela-
tions. This move not only fosters greater connectiv-
ity but also underscores the mutual commitment to
deepening diplomatic and people to people ties and
fostering cooperation between the two countries.
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CM reviews police
deployment at
sensitive polling

During the Apex committee meeting, the chief minister
reviewed the arrangements for the upcoming election

Nazir SiyAL

KARACHI : Caretaker Chief Minister
Sindh Justice (retd) Magbool Bagar
chaired 30th Provincial Apex Commit-
tee meeting at CM House to review
election arrangements and national
action plan tasks. The meeting was at-
tended by provincial ministers, Brig.
(retd ) Haris Nawaz, Omar Soomro,
Ahmad Shah, Corps Commander
Lt. Gen Babar Iftikhar, Chief Secre-
tary Dr Fakhre Alam, DG Rangers
Major Gen Azhar Waqas, IG Police
Riffat Mukhtar, Advocate General
Hassan Akbar, Chairman P&D Shak-
il Mangnejo, Home Secretary Igbal
Memon, PG Fayaz Shah, During the
Apex committee meeting, the chief
minister reviewed the arrangements
for the upcoming election. The com-
mittee was informed that there would
be a total of 19,008 polling stations,
including 5,657 normal, 6,550 sensi-
tive, and 6,801 highly sensitive ones.
IG Police Riffat Mukhtar shared the
police deployment criteria, stating
that four police personnel would be
deployed at a normal polling station,
five at a sensitive one, and seven at a
highly sensitive polling station. A to-
tal of 143,156 police personnel would
be deployed at the polling stations, in-
cluding 95,400 at the normal polling
stations, 10,648 in the QRF Police,
and 37,108 in the Auxiliary Force.
Additionally, the Rangers and Army
would be deployed for QRF duties at
selected highly sensitive polling sta-

tions, in addition to the police force.
Corps Commander Karachi Lt. Gen.
Babar Iftikhar informed the CM that
army troops had been dispatched all
over the province to serve as the third
tier during the general elections. The
chief minister expressed his satisfac-
tion with the election arrangements
and mentioned that he had personally
visited the divisional headquarters of
the province to review the arrange-
ments. The regional election com-
missioners present at the meeting
also expressed their satisfaction with
all the arrangements, including secu-
rity ones. The CM pointed out that in
November 2023 the situation of street
crime was disturbed, on average 265
per day street crimes were reported, 15
Madadgar responses were slow, Police
Vehicles were in dismal condition, and
organized crime was unchecked. At
this the IG said that a dedicated motor-
cycle squad of 386 Motorcycles known
as Shaheed Force has been established
for spotting peak hours and hot spots.
He added that Madadgar-15 has been
revamped with the deployment of an
additional 300 vehicles and 120 Motor-
bikes. Efforts are in hand with Google
and Apple through the European Emer-
gency Number Association - EENA112
for exact locations for the provision of
AML (Advance Mobile Location), Riffiat
Mukhtar disclosed. He added that a ded-
icated application would be launched by
Feb 10 for dialling through Android and
I0S App for exact locations. 30 New
computer terminals and eight large
screens have been added in the call

centre for the visibility of force. The
Call agents are trained twice by the Uni-
versity of Karachi on Empathy. Talking
about Madadgar-15’s achievements, the
meeting was told that the Call Answer-
ing & Response Ratio increased from
92 to 98 per cent. Mobiles average re-
sponse time reduced from 10 minutes
to 6 minutes with the usage of vehicles’
exact locations systems and deploy-
ment of additional vehicles and bikes.
Engagement with street criminals has
been increased, the IG Police claimed
and added that from Sep-23 to Jan-24
581 Encounters were made in which
71 criminals were killed, 615 criminals
injured, 1,037 arrested red-handed. As
a result, Street Crime has decreased
by 4.19 per cent during 2023. IG Police
said that per day average street crimes
have decreased to 213- which means 19
per cent [decreased]. The meeting was
told that overall law & order has im-
proved in Katcha areas, especially
on the left bank of the River Indus.
The crimes under major heads as
kidnapping for ransom (KFR), daco-
ity and robbery are under control.
Patrolling and picketing have been
enhanced, IG Police said that the
district Kashmore was disturbed
due to ongoing action against da-
coits. The dacoits challenge the law
enforcement agencies with more
attacks and KFRs to exert pressure to
retreat. DG Rangers Major Gen Azhar
Waqas told the meeting that the Rang-
ers also conducted 47 Intelligence
Based Operations in the Katcha areas
and arrested 145 dacoits/ criminals.

DNA

RAWALPINDI : Caretak-
er Provincial Minister for
Primary and Secondary
Health, Punjab Dr Jamal
Nasir on Tuesday said
that Rs 65 million would
be spent on the renova-
tion of the Nursing Hos-
tel while revamping the
College of Nursing would
be completed at the cost
of Rs 40 mln.

He expressed these views
while inaugurating the
renovation of the Nurs-
ing Hostel and College
of Nursing at Benazir
Bhutto Hospital (BBH).
Dr Jamal said that the
College of Nursing would
be completed in a month
while the renovation
work of Nursing Hostel
would be completed in
April. Later, the pro-
vincial minister visited
Holy Family Hospital
(HFH) along with Com-
missioner  Rawalpindi
Liagat Ali Chatha. He
said that after the com-
pletion of the revamping
and renovation work of
the hospital, immediate
steps were being taken
to activate the PEADS
and Gynecology wards
of the HFH at the ear-
liest. The minister in-
formed that as many as
100 hospitals had been
renovated across the
Punjab province.

He said that steps were
also being taken to pro-
vide quality health fa-
cilities to the people as
well as for the welfare of
the medical staff.

Zong 4G sets strategic
roadmap in conference

ISLAMABAD : During the
Annual Business Confer-
ence, focused on the theme
“Elevate Core Capabilities,
Strive for Excellence,” Zong
4G celebrated its notable ac-
complishments in 2023 and
revealed its strategic roadm-
ap for 2024.

The Chairman and CEO, Huo
Junli praised the employees
for their exceptional efforts
that resulted in the compa-
ny’s positive growth, creating
over 47 million satisfied and
happy customers. Huo Jun-
li reaffirmed that Zong 4G’s
industry success is attribut-
ed to the unwavering com-
mitment and resilience of
its employees, propelling the
company to greater heights.
Even in challenging times,
Zong’s dedication to placing

its employees at the forefront
of its operations was strength-
ened, accompanied by various
initiatives for their well-being.
Furthermore, he said that in
2024, the company must sus-
tain the momentum of digital
and intelligent transformation
to achieve the vision of a Digi-
tal Pakistan. The commitment
extends to actively contribut-
ing to the highquality joint
development of the ‘Belt and
Road’ and the ‘China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor’.

He also emphasized Zong
4G’s crucial role in providing
topnotch network services,
dedicated to ensuring an
exceptional customer experi-
ence nationwide.

Moreover, while sharing
Zong’s sustainability contri-
butions, he stressed that the

company remains committed
to reducing the digital divide
and improving the livelihood
of people in Pakistan. High-
lighting the company’s vision
for 2024, Huo shared, “Our
primary focus persists on
introducing advanced and
cutting-edge  technologies
that elevate the quality of
life for individuals and busi-
nesses across Pakistan. We
are committed to fortifying
partnerships with local busi-
nesses and communities,
concurrently broadening our
product portfolio to adeptly
address the requirements of
enterprises and SMEs. Our
objective is to empower them
to realize their ambitions
by improving operational
efficiencies and propelling
business growth.—APP
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ISLAMABAD : Newly appointed DG FIA Ahmed Ishaq Jahangir called on caretaker Prime M;nister
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar.—DNA

CS, IGP inspect
polling
arrangements
in Haripur

PESHAWAR :To ensure the
peaceful conduct of gen-
eral election, Chief Secre-
tary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Nadeem Aslam Chaudhry
and IGP, Akhtar Hayat
Gandapur on Monday paid a
visit to Haripur district. On
the occasion DPO Haripur,
Muhammad Umar Khan,
DC Haripur, Khan Muham-
mad, SP Investigation Hari-
pur, Amjad Hussain and
district officers were pres-
ent on the occasion, said an
official press release. DPO
Haripur Muhammad Umar
Khan gave a detailed brief-
ing to the CS and IGP on the
security arrangements for
the general election. The
Chief Secretary and IGP
paid a visit to the polling
station established at Post
Graduate College Haripur
and inspected the security
arrangements. The Chief
Secretary directed the dis-
trict administration to en-
sure a peaceful atmosphere
and conduct of free, fair and
transparent polling on the
election day. He also issued
directives for provision of
drinking water, washrooms
and other needed facilities
to the people on the polling
day. The Inspector General
of Police KP directed the
police officers to ensure
implementation of code of
conduct issued by the Elec-
tion Commission in letter
and spirit. He said no un-
authorized person should
be allowed to enter polling
stations while discipline
among voters.—APP
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Ignite partners with Hashoo
group to manage incubation center

ISLAMABAD : In a significant development for the thriving Pakistan’s technology and startup ecosystem, Ignite Na-
tional Technology Fund, Company incorporated under Ministry of IT & Telecom signed an agreement with Pakistan
Services Limited (PSL) - Hashoo Group, led consortium that includes Fauji Foundation, Telenor Pakistan, Change Me-
chanics, CyberVision International and Founder Institute to manage the National Incubation Center Islamabad for the
next 5 years. This initiative underscores a collective commitment through public private partnership to further bolster
the startup ecosystem in Pakistan, with a special focus on nurturing technology startups that promise to elevate the
country’s economic GDP and generate employment opportunities for its youth. In his welcome address, Adeel Aijaz
Shaikh, CEO Ignite apprised the audience about the overall impact of Ignite’s nationwide network of National Incubation
Centers that has incubated more than 1480 startups which have created more than 188,000 direct and indirect jobs while
attracting committed investment of Rs. 23 Billion and generated revenue of Rs. 16 Billion so far. Dilating upon the particular
success of NIC Islamabad Mr. Adeel said, since its inception it incubated 295 startups including 136 female founders that
have created 23,597 direct and indirect jobs, generated revenue of 7.05 billion rupees with a committed investment of 7.88
billion rupees. NIC Islamabad is poised to build upon the success of its predecessor by offering an enhanced array of
services designed to empower startups. These services encompass state-of-the-art workspaces, access to venture capi-
tal, mentorship from industry leaders, UI/UX design labs, makers spaces, and a focus on pivotal technological sectors
such as Artificial Intelligence, Internet of Things, Robotics, Health, and Augmented/Virtual Reality. Special emphasis
is provided on creating investment opportunities for startups and the consortium and its supporting partners include
leading incubators, accelerators and venture capitalists such as Founder Institute, Mass Challenge, International Ac-
celerator, Loyal VC, Zayn Capital, Sarmayacar, 47 Ventures, FCD Capital and Pak Launch. NIC Islamabad will also have
extensive focus in building health-tech startups, Aga Khan University and Hospital along with Rehman Medical Institute
Peshawar are core Health Track Partners along with 10+ other renowned health institutions as supporting partners.
Red Buffer will be mentoring and providing support to Deep-tech startups as a specialized vertical. The supporting
partners also include leading Academic Institutions which ensures quality mentorship and access to University labs
and specialist faculty to advise the startups on technical issues. These institutes include GIKI University, Institute of
Space Technologies, Foundation University, NUST Business School, Bahria Innovation Center and others. With the
new management, NIC Islamabad represents a crucial advancement in enhancing Pakistan’s digital landscape. DNA
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The plight of iIslamahad zoo: A call for
change and responsibility

Havau BAHRONI

The closure of the zoo in Islama-
bad, once a beacon of wonder and
joy for many, marks a heartbreak-
ing chapter in the city’s history.
What was once a place of fascina-
tion and education has descended
into a state of neglect and trage-
dy, with animals suffering due to
poor care and inadequate con-
ditions. As someone who treas-
ured this facility in my youth,
the recent events surrounding
the zoo’s mismanagement and
exploitation by self-proclaimed
saviors of animal rights are deep-
ly troubling. Growing up, the zoo
held a special place in my heart.
It was a sanctuary of discovery,
where I could marvel at creatures
from around the world and learn
about the importance of wildlife
recent
reports of animals being poorly
fed, neglected and even meeting

conservation. However,

tragic fates like the burning of a
lion have shattered the image of
this once-vibrant institution. The
transition from a well-maintained
facility to a haven of neglect and ex-
ploitation was a result of the zoo fall-
ing into the hands of individuals who
had ittle to no experience of handling
the affairs but instead prioritize per-
sonal gain over the well-being of the
creatures they are meant to protect.
On the other hand, the so-called an-
imal rights mafia had turned a blind
eye to the suffering of the animals,
perpetuating a cycle of cruelty and
disregard for life. And now after the
closure of this facility they have used
the situation to suit their own vested
interests and are now looking to ex-
pand the influence even on the hik-
ing trails. Unfortunately these people
are only concerned for their own
fringe benefits and have no pain or
empathy for the poor animals. It is
imperative that sanity prevails and
responsible authorities step in to
rectify the dire situation encircling

the fiasco that led to the closure of
the zoo. The Capital Development
Authority must reclaim control
of the zoo’s administration and
institute sweeping reforms to
ensure that the facility upholds
the highest standards of animal
welfare, hygiene and care. It is
not only a matter of justice for
the voiceless inhabitants of the
zoo but also a moral obligation
to provide them with the digni-
ty and respect they deserve. By
restoring the zoo to its former
glory, the Capital Development
Authority can create a space
that not only serves as a source
of entertainment and education
for the public but also as a tes-
tament to our commitment to
the well-being of all living be-
ings. A properly managed zoo
can become a symbol of hope
and conservation, inspiring fu-
ture generations to appreciate
and protect the diverse species
that share our planet. Reimagin-

ing the zoo as a modern, ethical
institution will not only benefit
the animals but also enrich the
lives of visitors who seek to con-
nect with nature in a meaningful
way. It is a chance to bridge the
gap between the digital world,
where animals are often reduced
to mere images on screens and
the tangible reality of witness-
ing these majestic creatures up
close. The closure of the zoo in
Islamabad due to the appalling
conditions in which the animals
were kept is a wake-up call for
us all. It is a reminder of our
responsibility to safeguard the
welfare of all creatures and to
ensure that places like zoos
serve as centers of conserva-
tion and education. Let us hope
that the Capital Development
Authority heeds this call for
change, turning the fate of the
zoo around and creating a legacy
that we can be proud to pass on
to the next generation.

SMEDA, PSIC introduce
Pakistan’s SMEs in
‘Showcase Ireland-2024°

LAHORE: In a historic
move, a joint delegation
of the Small and Medium
Enterprises Development
Authority (SMEDA) and
Punjab Small Industries
Corporation (PSIC) have
made the first-ever visit of
Ireland to exhibit Pakistani
SMEs at the world’s fa-
mous trade fair “Showcase
Ireland 2024”. The delega-
tion, comprising innovative
and dynamic small and
medium-sized businesses,
explored opportunities and
fostered collaborations in
the international market.

It is notable that the said his-
torical initiative was planned
as well as materialised by
Farhan Aziz Khawaja, while
working as CEO SMEDA a
few months back, and cur-

rently, he is posted as DG
Civil Services Academy, but
still instrumental to conclude
the SME development initia-
tives launched by him during
his posting at SMEDA, ac-
cording to SMEDA spokes-
man here Tuesday. The
marketing experts have ob-
served that developed coun-
tries for being transferred on
the technology, were facing
a dearth of handicrafts in
their markets that had cre-
ated an adequate space for
Pakistan’s Handicrafts. They
have proposed to promote
Pakistan’s Handicrafts in
the developed world through
Pakistan’s high commissions
abroad. The SMEDA Head
(External Relations Depart-
ment) Sheharyar Tahir, who
represented SMEDA in the

delegation, has marked the
visit as a great source of
marketing opportunities for
Pakistani handicrafts. He
said that Showcase - Ire-
land’s Creative Expo, being
one of the Ireland’s largest
international trade shows,
had opened Pakistan’s SMEs
to over 3,350 buyers from
across the world including
Ireland, the UK, the USA,
Europe and the Far East.

Showcase Ireland 2024, a
premier trade event in Dub-
lin, brings together a diverse
range of exhibitors and indus-
try professionals from around
the world. The Pakistani
delegation showcased the
unique products and capabil-
ities of the country’s small
and medium enterprises on
this global platform. - APP

Minister inaugurates country’s
first e-Rozgar Center

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD Caretaker
Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology and
Telecommunications  Dr.
Umar Saif Tuesday inau-
gurated the country’s first
e-Rozgar Center in collabo-
ration of Excel Consulting
Services. The center boasts
around 100 workstations
fully equipped with state-of-
the-art facilities tailored for
freelancers, with plans to
expand to 300 workstations
in the future.

Additional Secretary
MoITT Ayesha Moriani,
Member IT Syed Junaid
Imam, Project Director
Amir Ahmed, Chairman EC

officials from MoITT, NTS,
PSEB and a large number
of freelancers were present
on the occasion. Speaking
on the occasion, Dr. Umar
Saif said that with the estab-
lishment of the center, the
project of setting up 10,000
erozgar centers across the
country now begun officially.
“We have also fulfilled an-
other promise made to the
people, where a significant
number from the existing 1.5
million and upcoming new
freelancers can work inde-
pendently at very low rates”
the minister said. He said,
the best facilities including
high-speed internet, UPS,
training centers, individual
cabins, meeting rooms and
separate office rooms for
start-ups had been provided

said that with the comple-
tion of the great project, IT
exports would be increased
soon by $ 10 billion annual-
ly and under publicprivate
partnership, these centers
would also be able to signif-
icantly increase the capacity
and income of freelancers.
He said, the Pakistan Soft-
ware Export Board (PSEB)
would be responsible for
providing freelancers and re-
quired technical support for
these centers. Dr. Umar Saif
said that as promised, erozgar
centers in other cities were
also nearing completion. “We
have taken all the required
steps for the digital ecosystem
in Pakistan, and we have also
used all available forums to
declare Pakistan as a “Tech-
nology Destination” interna-

Services, Nazir Qureshi, to freelancers. The minister  tionally” he added.
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

FEBRUARY
Feb 04/Sri Lanka
National Day
Feb 06/N. Zealand
National Day
Feb 06/Uganda
Army Day
Feb 11//Iran
Revolution day
Feb 16/DPR Korea
National Day
Feb 16/Lithuania
National Day
Feb 18/Gambia
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal

Democracy Day
Feb 23/Uzbekistan

National Day
Feb 23/Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/Guyana
National Day

Feb 23/Russia
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan

Armed Forces Day
Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day

Hotels &
| _Restaurants

| 7 I

!.'.E‘n

R m e .

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596
Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489

CAA....vvvveeen. 9281092
2y -
- . el
il T

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....cccoveeverene 5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

[ F i"'
o
',xé‘ Ga ”

Departments
CDA....ooveeeenn 922133443
CDA...ooveevenn 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
. 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Egypt at Naval Headquarters.—DNA

Mushaal warns: Kashmir
dispute may trigger world war

Mushaal said that Kashmir Solidarity Day serves as a reminder that the people of Jammu and
Kashmir are not alone in their struggle against the Indian illegal occupation

MEuTAB P1rRZADA

ISLAMABAD : Special Assistant to
Prime Minister for Human Rights and
Women Empowerment Mushaal Hussein
Mullick said that the non-resolution of
the Kashmir issue can trigger a third
world war and urged that the internation-
al powers should play a role in its early
solution. She said this while addressing
as Chief Guest a ceremony organized at
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry to observe Kashmir Day. She said
that Kashmir Solidarity Day serves as a
reminder that the people of Jammu and
Kashmir are not alone in their struggle
against the Indian illegal occupation. She
described the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir as a barrier against Modi’s attempts
to create an Akhand Bharat. She charac-
terized the Hindutva regime of India and
the Zionist regime of Israel as significant

threats to world peace. She asserted that
both Modi and Netanyahu were in a race,
with Modi pursuing a brutal genocide in
Kashmir and Netanyahu in Palestine. She
asserted that India was actively altering
the demographics of the Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir by indis-
criminately granting Kashmiri domiciles
to non-Kashmiris. He expressed con-
cern about the eradication of Muslim
heritage under the auspices of the Modi
government. She urged the international
community to intervene and play a role
in the solution of the Kashmir issue in
accordance with the UN resolutions. She
said that a Kashmir Committee has been
formed in PM Secretariat to develop a
long term strategic plan on Kashmir for
the government. Kashmir Centers are
being set up in Universities and Kash-
mir Cause is being introduced to district
level Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President,
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and

Industries (ICCI) has said that Pakistan
stands with the people of Occupied Kash-
mir and will continue to provide them
moral and diplomatic support till the
time they achieve their right to self-deter-
mination. He said that Kashmir Day re-
minds us to reiterate our full support to
the Indian-administered Kashmiri people.
He said this day highlights a dark chapter in
human history as India’s illegal occupation
of Occupied Kashmir is an international dis-
pute that should be resolved according to
the UN’s Security Council resolutions. He
said that Indian brutalities against Kashmi-
ri people spanning over seven decades have
failed to break the resolve of the Kashmiri
people. He urged the UN and the interna-
tional community to play a role in resolving
this dispute, which is a flashpoint between
Pakistan and India. Without resolving this
dispute, establishing peace in the region is
not possible. The South Asian region can
move towards development and prosperity

by promoting regional trade, but until the
Kashmir issue is resolved, it is impossible
to achieve these goals. Engr. Azhar ul Is-
lam Zafar, Vice President ICCI stressed
that all the major powers of the world
should play a role in the just solution of the
Kashmir issue so that this region gets bet-
ter development and moves out of poverty
towards prosperity. Zafar Bakhtawari, for-
mer President ICCI and Secretary General
UBG Pakistan said that Kashmir and Pal-
estine issues are kept alive to destroy the
potential of Pakistan and the Middle East.
He lauded the role of Ms. Meshaal Hussein
Mullick for the Kashmir cause and hoped
that Kashmir would one day get freedom
from India. Naveed Malik President Islam-
abad High Court Bar, Ajmal Baloch, Rana
Muhammad Akram, Rana Saeed Doshi,
Ms. Nasira Ali, and others also spoke on
the occasion and called for the resolution
of Kashmir issues as per aspirations of
the Kashmiri people.

Pak-China
garment
exports
rise 3%

ISLAMABAD : The amount
of clothing that Pakistan
exported to China, both
for men and women, signif-
icantly increased in the past
year. Based on available
data, the export of men’s
and women’s clothing from
Pakistan to China increased
by 3% between January to
December of 2023, said
Ghulam Qadir, Commercial
Counsellor here at Paki-
stani Embassy. In an inter-
view with China Economic
Net (CEN), Ghulam Qadir
said that the strong demand
for Pakistani textiles in the
Chinese market is reflect-
ed in this increase in ex-
ports. Pakistani men’s and
women’s clothing has been
sought after in China due to
its quality and competitive
prices. In addition, Pakistan
enjoys a competitive advan-
tage in land trade with Chi-
na and zero tariff under the
Free Trade Agreement be-
tween the two countries.—
In the year 2023, Pakistani
men’s garments exports to
China touched $28.66 mil-
lion. Women’s garments ex-
ports from Pakistan to Chi-
na reached $10.46 million
while last year in the same
period it was $9.44 million,
representing a rise of 11%.
The overall exports of
men’s and women’s gar-
ments crossed $39.12 mil-
lion and increased by 3% in
the year 2023”, he added.
In addition, Ghulam Qadir
pointed out that in May, Pa-
kistan organized the largest
textile exhibition ever held
in Karachi called TEXPO
2023 where around 120
representatives of China’s
top textile enterprises par-
ticipated and signed mul-
ti-million-dollar contracts at
the Expo Centre of textiles
and leather were expected
to increase further in the
coming years. “Exports
of cotton trousers for men
or boys (community code
61034200) from Pakistan
to China reached $16.22
million whereas those for
women or girls (communi-
ty code 62046200) crossed
$5.56 million from Janu-
ary-December of 2023”, Qa-
dir mentioned.—APP

President orders Rs 5 million
payment to heirs policyholder

Islamabad reveals comprehensive
security for 2024 elections

ISLAMABAD : In a strategic move towards ensuring the safety and integrity of up-
coming general elections 2024, Islamabad Capital Police Chief, Dr. Akbar Nasir

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi has directed
Postal Life Insurance to pay
the death insurance claim
of Rs 5 million to the legal
heirs of the deceased pol-
icyholder within 30 days.
The President gave these
directions while deciding
upon a representation filed
by the Postal Life Insurance
(PLI) against the decision of

Wafaqi Mohtasib directing it
to pay the death insurance
claim. As per details, Mr
Abdul Aziz’s deceased father
had obtained an insurance
policy from PLI for the sum
assured of Rs. 5 million
against an annual premium
of Rs. 448,600 in 2010. After
his father died in 2015, PLI
refused to pay the death in-
surance claim on the pretext
that the deceased had con-
cealed material facts about
his date of birth and the

pre-insurance ailment of dia-
betes at the time of obtaining
the insurance policy. Feeling
aggrieved, the son (complain-
ant) filed a complaint with
the Wafaqi Mohtasib to seek
relief. Wafaqi Mohtasib held
that the deceased had pur-
chased the insurance policy
as per his date of birth men-
tioned on CNIC and that PLI
had issued the insurance pol-
icy after accepting the requi-
site information. The Mohta-
sib held that the denial by the

insurance agency to honour
the claim of the complainant
amounted to maladministra-
tion. Afterwards, PLI filed a
representation against this
decision with the President.
The President, in his deci-
sion, observed that as per
Section 80 of the Insurance
Ordinance, 2000 no policy of
life insurance effected after
the commencement date
shall, after the expiry of two
years from the date on which
it was affected.

Khan, led a crucial meeting with key law enforcement officials, which was attended
by divisional CPOs, SSPs, DPOs, SPs, SDPOs, SHOs, admin officers, and Muha-
rars, focused on comprehensively planning security protocols. According to the ICP
spokesperson, one standout initiative involves the establishment of a central control
room in Safe City Islamabad, where Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan will personally oversee
all security arrangements. The officers received comprehensive briefings on ad-
herence to regulations set by the Election Commission of Pakistan, with a stern
emphasis on zero tolerance for any violations. He further emphasized that strict
legal actions await those engaging in the display of arms, engaging in aerial firing, or
inciting riots. To facilitate a seamless electoral process, measures will be implement-
ed to ensure smooth traffic flow and efficient parking. The sensitive polling stations
will be equipped with surveillance cameras to enhance security, while a dedicated
focus will be on assisting journalists, foreign observers, and election coverage teams
in carrying out their duties professionally, he added.—DNA

ANF
recovers
124 ko
drugsin11
operations

RAWALPINDI An-
ti-Narcotics Force (ANF)
while conducting 11
operations  recovered
over 724 kg drugs and
arrested nine accused,
said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman here on
Tuesday. He informed
that 746 grams hash-
ish was recovered from
a passenger going to
Sharjah from Islamabad
Airport. 91 heroinfilled
capsules were recovered
from a passenger going
to Dubai from Islamabad
Airport.159 grams hash-
ish was recovered from
two passengers going
to China at Karachi Air-
port. 500 grams Ice was
recovered from a parcel
at Sial Air Cargo Office,
Sialkot. 295 kg opium
and 7 kg hashish were
recovered from Nokundi
Chagai area. 97 kg hash-
ish was recovered from
Orakzai area while 120
kg hashish and 72 kg opi-
um were recovered from
Basharat Road Peshawar
and an accused was ar
rested during the opera-
tion. 65 kg hashish and 8
kg ice recovered from 2
suspects near Lakpas Toll
Plaza Quetta. 27 kg hash-
ish and 26 kg prohibited
material were recovered
near Chakri Toll Plaza,
Rawalpindi.—APP
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ICP holds
peace flag
march for
elections

ISLAMABAD : The Islam-
abad Capital Police (ICP)
and other law enforcement
agencies on Tuesday con-
ducted a joint flag march in
the city to maintain peace
and tranquillity in the city
during the general election
of 2024. The flag march
started fr m three different
areas of the city and culmi-
nated at the same point af-
ter passing through various
areas of the capital city. In
line with the special direc-
tion of the Islamabad Cap-
ital City Police Officer (IC-
CPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
the ICP took comprehen-
sive security arrangements
for the election 2024, an
official statement from the
police said. The ICCPO em-
phasized that the Islamabad
Capital Police are taking all
possible steps to maintain
peace in the city adding
that all forces are all time
alert to tackle any untoward
incident. He also appealed
to the citizens to cooperate
with police during checking
and inform police about any
suspicious activity around
them through “Pucar-15”
or “ICT-15". According to
the statement, security has
been enhanced at all entry
and exit points while the
Dolphin squad will patrol in
different areas of the city.
Senior police officers have
been directed to remain
present in their concerned
areas and check the duty
points according to the se-
curity point of view.

The crackdown against
one-wheelers, tinted glass-
es, pillion riding, without
number plates vehicles and
motorcycles is underway,
the statement said. —~APP

Chinese,
Pakistani
experts
call for
Intl’ law
to address
challenges

ISLAMABAD : The leading
experts from China and Pa-
kistan joined forces to em-
phasize the importance of
promoting multilateralism
and upholding internation-
al law as the foundation for
global cooperation. The
symposium titled “Promot-
ing Multilateralism and
International Law through
Adherence to the Principles
and Purposes of the UN
Charter” was held here at
the Pakistan Embassy, Gwa-
dar Pro reported on Tues-
day. The event aimed to fos-
ter a deeper understanding
of the shared commitment
to a rules-based internation-
al order. Keynote speakers
highlighted the significance
of collaboration between
nations in addressing com-
plex global challenges like
the Kashmir issue. Chinese
scholars underscored the
need for increased diplo-
matic efforts to strengthen
multilateral institutions,
such as the United Nations,
to address issues like cli-
mate change, public health
crises, and regional con-
flicts. Dr. Chen Wei, Senior
Research Associate, China
Institute of International
Strategic Studies, empha-
sized, “In an interconnect-
ed world, no single country
can tackle the challenges
we face alone. —APP

26 outlaws
netted, drugs,
weapons re-

covered

ISLAMABAD Islamabad
Capital Police (ICP) appre-
hended 26 outlaws including
twelve professional beggars
from different areas of the city
during the last 24 hours and
recovered drugs and weap-
ons from their possession.
According to an ICP spokes-
person, following the special
directions of Islamabad Cap-
ital City Police Officer (IC-
CPO) Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan,
the Islamabad Capital Police
has intensified its crackdown
against the criminal elements
to eliminate crime from the
city. Meanwhile, the Kara-
chi Company police team
arrested an accused namely
Sagar and recovered 50 liquor
bottles from his possession.
The Golra police team arrest-
ed an accused namely Nasir
Ali and recovered one 30 bore
pistol with ammunition from
his possession. Likewise, the
Sangjani Police team arrest-
ed two accused namely Wali
Muhammad and Muhammad
Irfan—APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov visited ISSI & met DG Ambassador Sohail Mahmood. They Exchanged covered myriad
aspects of Pakistan, Azerbaijan relations, support on each other’s national causes, and deepening of P2P & think-tank links. They also agreed to
work closely on climate issues in run-up to CoP29 in Baku.—DNA

Intl
workshop
on ethical

clinical trials
begins today

ISLAMABAD Two-day
International workshop
on ‘Ethical Research in
Clinical Trials’ will be held
under the auspices of COM-
STECH and UEARS from
February 7-9, to address
the challenges of research
integrity in clinical tri-
als in low-middle-income
countries and propose the
best suitable guidelines to
improve the quality of re-
search in this domain.

The workshop to be held
in Cairo, Egypt, is aimed
at imparting knowledge and
training about research integ-
rity and creating a network of
professionals working in the
field for continuous learning
and exchanges. According to
an official of COMSTECH,
the meeting and its workshop
will help devise solutions for
the challenges being faced in
clinical trials by low income
countries. Students, scien-
tists, researchers, experts,
healthcare managers, gov-
ernment officials, think
tanks, health NGO’s, and
policymakers from the do-
main of multi-centre clinical
trials research from across

The rapid de-escalation :
of Pak-Iran border lauded

Nadeem Riyaz, President Institute of Regional Studies, and Mr. Fraz Naqvi, in-charge Iran
Program at IRS, thanked both the speakers and the audience for participating in the event and
stressed upon strengthening the bilateral relations between Pakistan and Iran

MEenTAB P1ERZADA

ISLAMABAD: “The swift managing of
Pak-Iran border crisis disappointed those
states who wanted to spoil the relations
between the two neighbours”, says Syed
Muhammad Ali, an internationally ac-
claimed foreign and strategic policy ex-
pert. He was speaking to an event, host-
ed by Institute of Regional Studies on the
recent border tensions between Pakistan
Mr. Ali, while delving into the
historical and cultural linkages between
Pakistan and Iran, commented that the

and Iran.

relations between the two neighbourly
states had multiple dimensions including
military-to-military high-level contacts.
He stated that Pakistan’s calculated re-
sponse to the Iranian strikes inside Bal-
uchistan depicted Pakistan’s status as a
responsible nuclear power. “Pakistan’s
retaliatory attack manifested precision,
calculation and determination to avoid
any collateral damage”, Mr. Ali argued.
He stated that even Iran admitted and
appreciated Pakistan’s selection of tar-
get in which no Iranian life was lost. Mr.
Ali cautioned that any longevity of crisis
between Pakistan and Iran would ben-

efit the spoiler states like India. There-
fore, in order to avoid such incidents in
the future, economic interdependence,
regulation of border markets and peo-
ple-to-people contacts were utmost im-
portant, he further added. Amb. Riffat
Masood, former Ambassador of Pakistan
to Iran, contributed while mentioning
that the issues between the two states
were primarily due to the porous border.
She said that both Pakistan and Iran had
complained with each other because of
the presence of militants in each oth-
er’s territories. She further argued that
the sense of deprivation existed in both

the world and global south
countries can register for
the workshop for physical
virtual participation.
Globally, the pursuit and
dissemination of knowledge
enjoys a place of distinc-
tion, and the public expects
to reap considerable ben-
efit from the creative and
innovative contributions of
scientists. As science be-
comes increasingly tangled
with major social, philosoph-
ical, economic, and political
issues, scientists become
more accountable to the larg-
er society of which they are
a part. Therefore, it is more
important than ever that
those individual scientists
and their institutions period-
ically reassess the values and
professional practices that
guide their research as well
as their efforts to perform
their research work with
integrity. Behind every
medicine and interven-
tion that people have
ever taken.—APP

Pakistan’s Baluchistan and Iran’s Sistan
province. “This episode brought the real-
ities to both the states regarding regional
complexities”, Amb. Riffat argued. She
concluded by mentioning that if the eco-
nomic stakes between the two countries
were high, the miscreants would found
little space to create disturbance in that
region. In the end, Amb. Nadeem Riyaz,
President Institute of Regional Studies,
and Mr. Fraz Naqvi, in-charge Iran Program
at IRS, thanked both the speakers and the
audience for participating in the event and
stressed upon strengthening the bilateral
relations between Pakistan and Iran.

PR putting maximum efforts
retrieve 13,972 acres land

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD Pakistan
Railways has accelerated
the efforts to retrieve the
major portion of around
13,972 acres of land worth
billions of rupees found un-
der the illegal occupation of
private individuals and dif-
ferent government depart-
ments across the country.

“Around 5,809 acres were
occupied in Punjab, 1,181
acres are under encroach-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, 5,948 acres in Sindh
and 1,034 acres land oc-
cupied in Balochistan,” an
official in the Ministry told
media. He said the category
of land under illegal occupa-

residential, agricultural and
various persons or depart-
ments. Giving details of the
land, the official said that
around 769 acres were com-
merecial in all the provinces,
3,309 residential, 5,512
acres agricultural and 4382
were under encroachment
of various persons or de-
partments. The official said
the department had also
decided to accelerate its
ongoing anti-encroachment
operation against land grab-
bers across the country to
recoup its land from dif-
ferent individuals, groups,
and even business organi-
zations which were using it
for residential, commercial
and agriculture purposes
for decades. “The joint pro-
cedure orders have been

perintendents of Pakistan
Railways to retrieve the
railway land from encroach-
ers,” the official added.

Accordingly, he said the an-
ti-encroachment operations
for retrieval of encroached
Railway land all over the
Railway network are being
initiated by the concerned
divisions and notices are is-
sued to encroachers under
the Possession Ordinance
1965 for vacation of Railway
land/structure within 14
days. The official said that
Pakistan Railway Police,
District Administration and
law enforcement agencies
are informed of necessary
assistance in anti-encroach-
ment operations. To further
control and restrict new en-
croachments, he said the

for Railway officers within
Railway Station premises,
Station Master concerned,
within/around the colo-
ny premises, inspector of
works and Railway Police.
“The  anti-encroachment
schedules, on a three-month
basis, are being prepared
and sent to all concerned
in line with the joint proce-
dure order,” he said adding
that the operation will be
launched with the assis-
tance of Railway Police and
district administrations of
the relevant provincial gov-
ernments. The official said
PR owned 167,690 acres
of land across the country,
of which 90,326-acre was
in Punjab, 39,428-acre in
Sindh, 28,228-acre in Ba-
lochistan, and 9,708-acre in

tions included commercial,

issued to all Divisional Su-

responsibilities

defined

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Sayvipan Kausar Fatima

ashmir Solidarity Day is a re-

affirmation of the indomitable

spirit of Kashmiris and unwa-
vering support to our Kashmiri breth-
ren in their just struggle for the inal-
ienable right to self-determination. It
serves as an annual reminder of the
prolonged conflict in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK), where the struggle for self-deter-
mination has left an indelible mark on
the lives of its residents. The resil-
ience exhibited by them is awe- inspir-
ing. Indian Illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK), often romanti-
cized for its breathtaking landscapes
has been marred by conflicts for dec-
ades. This dispute with its roots in the
denial of self-determination to Kash-
miris since 1947, has witnessed bru-
tal Indian repression, human rights
abuses and a complex geo-political
landscape. For the Indians, the end-
game is consummating the settler-co-
lonial occupation. For the Kashmiris,
the goal is to resist and uproot it. It
is a resistance of unfortunate people
pushed to the wall by a hegemonic
power. India&#39;s continuing need
for social, political, and militaristic
machinations in Kashmir since its
occupation in 1947 has neither dimin-
ished despite its decades of political
maneuvering and military repression
or even after pouring billions in de-
velopmental aid;nor has India&#39;s
awe-inspiring rise to the status of an
economic superpower made a dent in
the resistance narrative. They have
been able to subdue the resistance
narrative yet have been unable to
erase it. Undeniably, Kashmir’s histo-

ry is awash with painful memories and
tragedies. The annulment of Articles
35(A) and 370 added complexities to
the Kashmir dispute, plunging the
region into perpetual turmoil. This
move not only altered the independ-
ent status of Jammu and Kashmir but
also exacerbated demographic dispar-
ities, particularly impacting the Mus-
lim majority regions under Indian con-
trol. Despite numerous discussions
and dialogues over the past seven-
ty-six years, the conflict persists due
to India&#39;s unyielding strategy, an
uncompromising approach and a lack
of trust between the two neighboring
nations. The UN Secretary-General,
on 8 August 2019, declared that the
United Nations position remained
that the Jammu &amp; Kashmir dis-
pute should be resolved &quot;on the
basis of the UN Charter, UN Resolu-
tions and bilateral agreements&quot;.
This constituted reaffirmation of
the UN&#39;s position on Jammu
&amp; Kashmir and was a clear
rejection of India&#39;s unilater-
al measures of and after 5 August
2019. The Security Council met
three times to consider the situa-
tion arising from India&#39;s uni-
lateral measures. The judgement
by the Indian Supreme Court of
the BJP_RSS Government&#39;s
unilateral abrogation of Article
370 has no legal or political im-
pact on the disputed status of
Jammu &amp; Kashmir since the
Security Council has explicitly de-
clared in Resolutions 91 and 122
that no unilateral steps taken by
any of the parties to the dispute
would constitute a &quot;final
disposition&quot; of the State of
Jammu &amp; Kashmir. Certain-

ly, the Parliament of a State in
occupation of a disputed territory
does not have the legal jurisdic-
tion or right to adopt decisions to
change the status, institutions or
governance of the disputed terri-
tory. The unilateral endorsement
of the Modi Government&#39;s
illegal measures by the Indian
Supreme Court in no way compro-
mises the provisions and prescrip-
tions of the Security Council as
contained in its resolutions. More-
over, the unilateral measures tak-
en by the Indian government were
ultra vires to its own Constitution,
which required the consent of the
(now dissolved) Jammu &amp;
Kashmir &quot;Legislative Assem-
bly&quot;. This is a clear exam-
ple of the Indian judiciary&#39;s
surrender of its legal and ethical
standards to the demands of the
Hindutva extremists ruling India
today. Jammu and Kashmir re-
mains the most militarized region
in the worldand hence, dispute
calls for a systematic resolution
in line with UN Security Council
Resolutions to prevent further es-
calation. The conflict&#39;s pro-
traction emphasizes the urgent
need for international intervention
to facilitate a comprehensive and
lasting solution. The international
community must play a pivotal role
in urging both India and Pakistan
to engage in sincere dialogue, fos-
tering an atmosphere of trust and
cooperation. A resolution aligned
with UN resolutions is crucial not
only for the stability of the South
Asian region but also for the well-
being and self-determination of the
people of Kashmir.

PTA DG urges public
awareness for safer internet

ISLAMABAD : Director General of the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), Ahmed
Shamim Pirzada Tuesday on ‘Safer Internet’ Day emphasized to create media awareness among
the general public for the responsible and safe use of social media platforms. Talking to the
PTV news, he said that while acknowledging the digital impact on children, the PTA is dedicat-
ed to ensuring a safer internet that meets their educational needs and promotes positive on-
line interactions, adding that the public urged to refrain from clicking on links from unknown
numbers as well as unknown senders. “Keeping the digital safe is a shared responsibility, and
all the stakeholders need to come together to keep the dialogue alive on creating a safer space
for children,” he added. To prevent the propagation of false information via phoney accounts,
PTA has strictly instructed social media sites and companies to tighten the account verifica-
tion procedure, he added. He said that PTA has also asked to open their separate offices to
bring these companies under law, adding, PTA also providing comprehensive educational
resources and guides to users, emphasizing best practices for securing their accounts, rec-
ognizing phishing attempts, and protecting personal information. He said PTA was ensuring
strict adherence to regulatory standards and compliance requirements related to data protec-
tion, to mitigate the risk of financial crimes and illicit activities. Replying to a question, he said
that it is our collective responsibility to create a secure and protective digital space, allowing
Pakistani users to continue their online activities in a safer environment.—DNA
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India should respect
Maldives’ sovereignty

Whether India will withdraw its troops from the Maldives by

March 15 as required by the island country’s government may

be a matter of dignity for India. But for the Maldives, it is a
matter of sovereignty. The Maldives’ foreign ministry said in a state-
ment on Saturday that officials from both countries met in New Delhi
and agreed that India would begin withdrawing troops from the Maldives
on March 10 and complete the process by May 10. So it seems that both
sides have reached a deal on the withdrawal of Indian troops from the
island country. What is weird is the fact that the Indian side did not men-
tion the withdrawal of its troops, instead its foreign ministry said the two
countries “agreed on a set of mutually workable solutions to enable con-
tinued operation of Indian aviation platforms” that provide humanitarian
services to the Maldives. It is believed that there are at least 75 Indian
military personnel in the Maldives and their known activities include
transporting patients from remote islands and rescuing people at sea.
Mohamed Muizzu became the first president of the Maldives to make
China the destination for his first official trip in the region rather than In-
dia. Immediately after he concluded his successful China trip last month,
he said to the media that the Maldives’ smaller size did not give any
country the license to bully it, which many believe was a reference
to India. In the latest flare-up of frictions between the two countries
on the issue, Indian military personnel boarded the Maldives’ fishing
vessels. The Maldives’ defense ministry released a statement on the
incident on Feb 2. But it did not explain what the Indian military per-
sonnel did on the boats. “On Feb 1, 2024 , the foreign ministry of the
Maldives has asked (India) officially for the details of the operation
that was carried out while Maldivians were fishing in the Maldivian
exclusive economic zone, without any coordination with the relevant
authorities and against all international laws,” the statement said in
the native Dhivehi language. There is no justification for India to defy
the request of the Maldives, a sovereign country, by maintaining its
military presence there. It is quite probably for the sake of saving its
face that India does not want to mention the withdrawal of its troops.
With an election drawing close, the pullout of Indian troops from the
neighboring island country may be considered as a humiliating dip-
lomatic setback for the Narendra Modi administration. India is a big
country that has traditional friendly relations with the Maldives. It
should respect the sovereignty of its neighbor. Chauvinism and a big
brother attitude will only further worsen relations between the two
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Doubt casts shadow on
ultimate Test Cricket

he English are not a very spiritual people,” said George Bernard Shaw,

“so they invented cricket to give them some idea of eternity.” Shaw had

Test cricket, rather than modern short-form versions of the game, in mind
when he said this. Sport as a religious rite. “Cricket is a process, not a sport; seep-
age rather than drama; a summer’s dawdle akin to a picnic or garden party,” wrote
the English novelist Paul West, attempting to explain cricket to Americans. He
was not being entirely fair: Test cricket can contain high drama, its intensity often
magnified by the torpor which precedes it. But he had a point: lunch and tea are
key rituals, and a sport that is suspended when light drizzle falls will always have
its detractors. Groucho Marx was one. After spending a day at Lord’s with two
Observer journalists in 1954, the US humorist declared cricket “a wonderful cure
for insomnia”. England and India are at present engaged in an absorbing five-match
Test series. England won the first Test with a remarkable performance by young
left-arm spinner Tom Hartley, who took nine wickets on his debut. England’s trio of
youthful spinners also did well in the second Test, which finished earlier today, but
a sublime double-century by India’s new batting sensation, Yashasvi Jaiswal, and ir-
resistible bowling by Jasprit Bumrah ensured that the home side levelled the series.
It is the perfect advertisement for Test cricket, so often written off as something
that might have appealed to sports fans in the early Palaeozoic era. But the message
is likely to be missed because the games are being shown on TNT Sports, a sub-
scription channel with limited viewership, and radio rights are held by TalkSport.
Aficionados can follow online, but then it becomes a largely statistical exercise.
Seeing is believing. It would be better if at least one England Test match a year
was broadcast on free-to-air channels. There is a paradox. Test cricket is generally
recognised as the supreme form of the game, the ultimate “test”, yet its future is
forever in doubt. South Africa has taken a substandard team to play a Test series
in New Zealand because its best players are being deployed in domestic Twenty20
“franchise” cricket. The indications so far — a hopelessly one-sided “contest”. Se-
ries are now truncated: the five-match India-England epic is a rarity; the recently
concluded two-match series between Australia and West Indies, which conjured
up a new superstar in fast bowler Shamar Joseph, is more representative of
the modern way, preferring short story to novel and eschewing true narrative
drive. Sri Lanka and Afghanistan have just played a one-off Test, but apart from
the cognoscenti, few would have taken much notice. Test cricket is a luxury in a
world preoccupied with brevity, and people (TV executives especially) are sus-
picious of a game that can last 30 hours and still end in a draw. Americans, who
swapped cricket for baseball soon after the civil war, are particularly resistant
to the game’s allure. Can Tests survive? Traditionalists hope so. “You can’t be
in England and not know the Test score!” exclaims dyspeptic cricket obsessive
Charters incredulously in Hitchcock’s 1938 film The Lady Vanishes. Poor Char-
ters would be in a permanent state of apoplexy at the indifference and neglect now

countries, and the stability of the region.

threatening his beloved game. As for his views on Bazball ...

Election 2024: Reaffirmation

Qamar Bashir

With an anticipated
80% voter turnout, the
nation demonstrates a
strong commitment to
the democratic process

reflecting the population’s
strong commitment to
the democratic process
and their determination
to influence their nation’s
future. FAFEN in its recent
report noted that for the
first time, there were
more women registered
to vote than men between
two election periods of
2018-2024, showcasing
significant progress in
gender inclusivity in the
electoral process marked

mid swirling rumors, concerns, and a charged at-

mosphere both domestically and internationally,

Pakistan is set to conduct its highly contested and
controversial 2024 elections amidst significant economic
challenges including stagnant growth, acute balance of
payment issues, hyperinflation, and high unemployment
rates. This election is marked by an unprecedented in-
crease in the active voter base, reaching the milestone
of 128 million, over half the country’s population. This
elevates Pakistan to the status of the world’s fifth-largest
democracy. With an anticipated 80% voter turnout, the
nation demonstrates a strong commitment to the demo-
cratic process reflecting the population’s strong commit-
ment to the democratic process and their determination
to influence their nation’s future. FAFEN in its recent re-
port noted that for the first time, there were more women
registered to vote than men between two election periods
of 2018-2024, showcasing significant progress in gender in-
clusivity in the electoral process marked by an increase in
women’s voter registration by 27%, surpassing the growth
in men’s registration, which was 17% during the same peri-
od. This has led to a substantial decrease in the gender gap
in voter registration from 11.8% in 2018 to 7.7% in 2024.
Recognizing the potential of women voters in the upcom-
ing elections, both PTI and PML(N) have issued a ‘record’
number of National Assembly tickets to women, which
might further encourage female voter participation re-
flecting a broader movement towards gender inclusivity in
Pakistani politics. However, female voter registration and
participation in the election process will depend on various
factors, including campaign strategies, voter mobilization
efforts, and the addressing of socio-cultural barriers that
have historically limited women’s political participation.
As the elections approach, the focus on encouraging and
facilitating women’s participation in the democratic pro-
cess remains crucial for a fair and inclusive electoral out-
come. The elections 2024 being the fourth elections since
the era of martial law under Pervez Musharraf starting
with governments of PPP, PML(N), and PTI reflects the
evolving political landscape amidst the pre-election phase,
where the PTI faced significant challenges and allegations
of unfair advantages to the PML(N), highlighting underly-
ing challenges in Pakistan’s democratic processes which
has been intermittently disrupted by martial laws posing
setbacks to the democratic continuum. International me-
dia, including the Council on Foreign Relations, Al Jazeera,
The Diplomat, and DW, along with the Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan and the European Union, have raised
concerns about the 2024 elections in Pakistan, highlighting
issues such as “election engineering,” disinformation, ex-
tensive media censorship, and state intervention in media
coverage. These reports underscore the restrictive condi-
tions facing political parties, particularly PTI, whose lead-
ership is significantly constrained, impacting their ability

to campaign freely. Allegations of an uneven playing field,
exacerbated by the military’s significant political influence
and the barring of key political figures like former Prime
Minister Imran Khan, suggest a contentious electoral en-
vironment that may not be free or fair, disadvantageous to
certain parties and undermining the democratic process.
Amid these apprehensions, the choice of political entities
to engage rather than opt for boycotts, delays, or advocate
for autocratic solutions underscores a pivotal shift towards
deepening democratic norms indicating a resilient commit-
ment to democratic principles amidst adversity. This col-
lective resolve of Pakistan’s political factions, intellectual
community, and citizens arguably emphasizes the impor-
tance of democratic integrity and continuity, effectively
curtailing any attempts by undemocratic elements to im-
pose their agenda, thereby safeguarding the democratic
process and ensuring its resilience against potential dis-
ruptions. PML(N) is running a vigorous campaign, primar-
ily concentrated in central Punjab and Hazara Division al-
legedly supported by the state machinery while neglecting
other key provinces like KP, Sindh, and Balochistan. The
PML(N) campaign is well-organized and directed by Nawaz
Sharif, with Maryam Nawaz and Shahbaz Sharif providing
strong support. Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)’s ability to
run an effective campaign is highly compromised due to
the absence of its chairman and key leaders, coupled with
the lack of its own election symbol. Moreover its public
meetings have completely been blocked on the mainstream
media, and as alternative it is struggling to leverage Social
media that too is subjected to planned slow down as and
when required. Meanwhile, the PPP campaign, led by Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari with Asif Zardari making a positive
impression, seems to be gaining traction. In this election
season, media outlets, both traditional and social, have
been exceptionally active, providing extensive coverage of
the election campaigns. Renowned anchorpersons took to
the streets, engaging with everyday citizens to gauge their
electoral preferences. While these interactions were not
scientifically structured, they did unveil some regional incli-
nations. In Central Punjab, there seems to be a tilt towards
PML(N), with PTI also receiving notable support. Sindh’s
rural areas are predominantly leaning towards PPP, while
urban centers show a preference for MQM. In Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (formerly NWFP), a significant sympathy vote
appears to favor PTI, reflecting the party’s strong foothold
in the region. Meanwhile, Balochistan presents a more
diverse picture, with no clear dominance by any national
party, indicating a fragmented political landscape. Unfor-
tunately there is also a growing belief that mainstream
parties are prioritizing forming provincial governments in
the upcoming elections. This stems from the perception
that provinces offer larger budgets, greater decision-mak-
ing freedom with less scrutiny, and fewer financial obliga-
tions compared to the federal government. The center,

democratic journey

conversely, faces stricter oversight, smaller budgets, and
heavier debts, often relying on foreign loans to function,
while spending primarily occurs in the provinces, seeming-
ly without responsibility for loan repayment. Essentially,
parties see provincial power as more lucrative and less ac-
countable, raising concerns about national priorities and
fiscal responsibility. The crude findings are also supported
by According to different surveys, reflecting a close race,
showing leading parties PTI and PML-N neck-and-neck.
Economic woes and security concerns loom large, while
Khan’s disqualification adds uncertainty. Other parties
like PPP hold regional strongholds. Based on the discus-
sion, survey reports, and media analysis, the PML-N, led
by Nawaz Sharif, is likely to have a significant advantage
in forming the government at the center due to its estab-
lished political base and apparent mending of ties with the
military, which plays a crucial role in Pakistan’s political
landscape. The PTI, despite facing significant challenges
including legal battles, the disqualification of its leader
Imran Khan, and issues surrounding its election symbol,
may still manage to retain some influence, particularly in
provinces where it has a strong support base. In Punjab,
the competition between PML-N and PTI is expected to
be fierce, with both parties vying for dominance. The polit-
ical maneuvering and alliances formed in the run-up to the
elections could be key to determining the outcome in this
crucial province. PPP, led by Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, may
continue to hold sway in its traditional stronghold of Sindh
but could face challenges expanding its influence beyond
this province due to the current political dynamics and its
need to form crucial alliances in Punjab. In Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, PTI has historically had strong support, but the
party’s current challenges might impact its performance in
the upcoming elections. Balochistan’s political landscape
is often more fragmented, with local parties and alliances
playing significant roles. The situation in Balochistan may
remain fluid, with various parties and independent can-
didates likely to influence the formation of the provincial
government. Amidst challenges, Pakistan’s move towards
the 2024 elections epitomizes the nation’s resolve to sus-
tain its democratic ethos. Despite the pre-election phase’s
uneven playing field and significant political entities facing
hurdles, the unanimous decision against election boycotts
or delays reflects a collective dedication to democratic val-
ues. This commitment, coupled with a notable surge in vot-
er registration highlighting gender inclusivity, underscores
the importance of a transparent, fair electoral process for
Pakistan’s democratic integrity and future stability. The
forthcoming elections are a critical juncture, symbolizing
not just a political transition but a reaffirmation of Paki-

stan’s democratic journey in the face of adversity.
The writer is Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan to
France Former MD, SRBC

Regional war 1s upon us if Biden does not halt Gaza carnage

Baria Alamuddin

The US attacks were
retaliation for the drone
strike that killed three
US soldiers in a military
base at the strategically
crucial intersection
between Jordan, Syria
and Iraq. US troops there
have labored to prevent
Daesh from reestablishing
transregional networks,
while obstructing Tehran-
backed paramilitaries from
consolidating a corridor
of control through to the
Mediterranean. So, it is
not surprising that these
proxies have incessantly
attacked this location,
seeking to compel the
Americans to leave
altogether

he recent missile strikes against Iran-backed

Al-Hashd Al-Sha’abi militants in Iraq may have

been one of America’s largest military inter-
ventions in years, but they were just one maneuver
in a rapidly escalating conflict across many states,
encompassing increasingly fierce military exchanges
with the Houthis in Yemen. Israel has simultaneously
been carrying out a succession of targeted killings
of Revolutionary Guard officers in Syria. Tehran
invariably fulminates that such assassinations “will
not go unanswered” — although, if that is true, we
are still awaiting retribution for the US killing of
Qassem Soleimani in 2020. The US attacks were
retaliation for the drone strike that killed three US
soldiers in a military base at the strategically cru-
cial intersection between Jordan, Syria and Iraq.
US troops there have labored to prevent Daesh
from reestablishing transregional networks, while
obstructing Tehran-backed paramilitaries from con-
solidating a corridor of control through to the Med-
iterranean. So, it is not surprising that these prox-
ies have incessantly attacked this location, seeking
to compel the Americans to leave altogether, with
more than 160 attacks on US targets since Oct. 7
alone. An Iraqi spokesman accused the US of turn-
ing Iraqi territory into a “battleground for settling
scores,” perfectly encapsulating how Iraq has been
exploited for too many years. Iraqi factions such as
Harakat Hezbollah Al-Nujaba and Kata’ib Hezbollah
have been dangerously goading each other The Al-
Hashd Al-Sha’abi umbrella coalition of Iran-backed
militants was constituted in 2014, supposedly to
fight Daesh. But since Daesh’s defeat, these forces
have doubled in size to about 240,000 personnel,
with a commensurate expansion of their budget,
generously provided by the Iraqi state. This enti-
ty’s “axis of resistance” pretentions highlight its
aspiration to dominate not just Iraq and Syria, but
the entire region. As with the Houthis, many of
the Hashd’s component factions were established,
armed and trained under the tutelage of the Quds
Force and Lebanese Hezbollah. While these mili-
tias operate at Iran’s behest, they are like a sack
of wildcats, uncertainly wielded by Quds Force
Commander Esmael Ghaani and engaging in fierce

rivalry to dominate their respective mafia fiefdoms.
Iraqi factions such as Harakat Hezbollah Al-Nuja-
ba and Kata’'ib Hezbollah have been dangerously
goading each other into which can most brazenly
attack foreign forces. However, at the first sign of a
more serious American response, a rapidly backpe-
daling Kata’ib Hezbollah leader Abu Hussein Al-Ha-
midawi said the group was halting missile attacks.
Even though the group has Quds Force personnel
in its leadership council, Al-Hamidawi vigorously
denied any Iranian coordination. Meanwhile, Har-
akat Hezbollah Al-Nujaba mocked its rival’s “cow-
ardice” and pledged to continue its attacks. Kata’ib
Hezbollah’s assertion that it had halted attacks to
“prevent embarrassment to the Iraqi government”
was risible, given how the group has forged a ca-
reer out of undermining Iraqi sovereignty. It was
also an acknowledgment of tensions among these
paramilitary groups that hold seats in government
at the same time as staging attacks against a super-
power that Iraq is highly dependent on. Ayatollah
Khomeini once said that maintaining the Islamic
Republic was a duty “above all duties.” And, as CIA
director William Burns aptly noted, this regime
is “ready to fight to its last regional proxy” in the
cause of self-preservation, even if it must inciner-
ate its paramilitary armies and the entire region
in the process. Lebanon particularly fears being
dragged into a regionwide war that would displace
and kill hundreds of thousands. Even if the worst-
case scenario is avoided, the conflict has already
chronically destabilized this bankrupt, crisis-ridden
nation, with widespread use of phosphorus bombs
further crippling agriculture in southern areas that
are still impacted by unexploded cluster ordnance
from 2006. The only route out of this inexorable
hour-by-hour escalation is to bring the Gaza war to
an end The Gaza conflict has made US President
Joe Biden deeply unpopular among young, multieth-
nic pro-Palestinian demographics in crucial swing
constituencies: hence the ludicrous announcement
of sanctions on a grand total of four Israeli settlers
complicit in the tsunami of violence against West
Bank Palestinians. On the subject of strikes on
US forces in Iraq and America’s response, White

House security spokesman John Kirby said: “The
goal here is to get these attacks to stop. We’re not
looking for a war with Iran.” But regionwide attacks
will not stop without Tehran being held definitive-
ly to account. At the risk of stating the obvious,
the only route out of this inexorable hour-by-hour
escalation is to bring the Gaza war to an end. Is-
rael has spectacularly failed to eradicate Hamas,
so operations there now appear solely designed to
retain Benjamin Netanyahu in power at the cost of
tens of thousands of Palestinian lives — but they
could easily trigger something infinitely worse. By
all accounts, the US has been engaged in frantic
high-level diplomacy to achieve comprehensive
Arab rapprochement with Israel in exchange for
Israel’s recognition of a two-state solution, along
with Hamas releasing its hostages. The success of
such a grandiose scheme would indeed be trans-
formative, though it requires Netanyahu to halt
the bloodshed and waive his hostility to a Pales-
tinian state. It also relies on Tehran not deploy-
ing its proxies in a blocking role. Consequently,
as well as taking decisive action to demonstrate
to the ayatollahs that warmongering will only
bring catastrophe to the gates of Tehran, Biden
must bend Israel to his will in a manner America
has never done before. It is not as if Washington
lacks the levers: Israel is dependent on US mil-
itary aid, American support at the UN Security
Council and the US’ ability to mobilize global
support. It is also not as if Biden has much to
lose from falling out with a politically dead in the
water Netanyahu. Conversely, if the conflict was
allowed to worsen and Iran’s proxy militias, with
their hundreds of thousands of soldiers and vast
missile arsenals, did decide to embark on war, the
US and its allies would be instantly drawn into this
morass to prevent Israel being utterly destroyed.
If not for the sake of humanity, Biden certainly
wishes to avoid this doomsday scenario in an elec-
tion year. He must therefore jettison the ludicrous
half measures that only create the illusion of do-
ing something and use all levers at his disposal to
compel Netanyahu to immediately halt this futile,
genocidal war. Sourced by Arab news.



WORLD / SPORTS

Ishmahad POST

Wednesday, February 07, 2024

Briefs

Parties make
last-ditch
efforts to

WO0o voters

From Pack 01
(ECP) completed the task
of handing over 260 million
ballot papers to the district
returning officers (DROs)
for the polls. According
to the spokesperson for
the ECP, legal action will
be taken if election rules
are violated after the time
is over. He said in a state-
ment that a valid national
identity card was required
to cast vote. But ballot
can be cast if the card is
expired by presenting the
“original” card before the
election official, he added.
The spokesperson attribut-
ed the timely completion of
the “crucial” responsibility
to distribute voting materi-
al to the “dedicated efforts
and organised planning of
the Commission’s staff.”

Bilawal
lashes at
‘ego,...

From Pace 01
“We have been pushed
into an economic crisis
because of their person-
al enmity. Inflation, un-
employment and poverty
have reached historic lev-
els yet they don’t worry,
if they worry then it is
only about the chair.” Bi-
lawal Bhutto-Zardari said
that his party will not al-
low anybody to stage the
politics of “hatred and
division.” Few days back,
Bhutto-Zardari said that
the barrage of arrows will
hunt the political oppo-
nents on February 8.

Files review
petition to
reclaim...

From Pack 01

the hearing of PTI's peti-
tion challenging the ECP’s
decision declaring the in-
tra-party election as null
and void and revoking their
electoral symbol “bat”.
PTI’s petition also stated
that its intra-party elections
held in December were
conducted as per the par-
ty’s constitution. “Election
Commission is not empow-
ered to review intra-party
elections,” PTI pleads in its
petition to SC. Last month,
a three-member SC bench
— headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa and comprising Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar and
Justice MusarratHilali —
annulled PHC’s January 10
order, depriving the former
ruling party of its ‘iconic’
electoral symbol — bat.

PPP, PML-N
withdraw
complaints...

From Pace 01
other regarding alleged
vote-buying in the NA-127
constituency. This move
signals a potential rec-
onciliation between the
two major political rivals
ahead of the upcoming
general elections. Recon-
ciliation was reached after
a unanimous decision to
withdraw the complaint.
Both parties have mutu-
ally agreed to withdraw
their complaints regarding
vote-buying accusations in
NA-127. Representatives
from both sides will for-
mally request the Election
Commission of Pakistan to
withdraw the complaints
and halt proceedings.

Government
hints at...

From Pace 01
light of the law and order sit-
uation, however, he stressed
that no such situation has so
far been reported. On Sun-
day, caretaker Balochistan
Information Minister Jan
Achakzai announced that the
internet service will remain
temporarily restricted in the
sensitive polling booths in
the province on election day.
Ejaz, while talking about the
law and order situation today,
said that the government
was making efforts to hold
peaceful elections without
any loss of lives. “The elec-
tion atmosphere in Sindh is
full of excitement and it does
not seem that any political
party has enmity with anoth-
er,” said Ejaz, adding that
he did not see any tension
between the candidates in
Balochistan during his visit.

Naqvi elected unopposed
as new PCB chairman

“Mohsin Naqvi was elected unopposed as the Chairman of PCB, he will
serve as the chairman for three years starting from today,” said Khawar

serving as caretaker chief min-
ister of Punjab, has also taken

OUur CORRESPONDENTS

LAHORE: Mohsin Naqvi was

elected unopposed as the new
chairman of the Pakistan Cricket

Board (PCB) for a three-year term
on Tuesday. Addressing the BoG
following his election, Mr Syed
Mohsin Raza Naqvi said: “I am
deeply honoured and humbled to
have been unanimously elected
as the Chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board. I am thankful for
the trust and confidence reposed
in me.” “I am fully committed to
upgrading the standard of the
game in the country and bringing
professionalism in the administra-
tion of cricket in Pakistan.”

Shah Khawar had summoned
a special meeting of the Board
of Governors (BoG) today at
the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Lahore. Shah Khawar
announced Mohsin Naqvi's vic-
tory in the elections during the
media talk at the National Crick-
et Academy (NCA). “Mohsin
Naqvi was elected unopposed

as the Chairman of PCB, he will
serve as the chairman for three
years starting from today,” said
Khawar. “I am deeply honoured
and humbled to have been unan-

confidence

imously elected as the Chairman
of the Pakistan Cricket Board. I
am thankful for the trust and
reposed
Naqvi said. “I am fully commit-

in me,”

ted to upgrading the standard
of the game in the country and
bringing professionalism in the
administration of cricket in Pa-
kistan.” Naqvi, who is currently

charge of the PCB since the con-
stitution allows him to keep both
roles. The 45-year-old is the 37th
chairman of the PCB.

Earlier, PCB had announced the
composition of Board of Gover-
nors (BoG) ahead of the elections.
The BoG had been formed in ac-
cordance with Paragraph 10 of the
PCB Constitution 2014.

After the Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar’s nomination, Naqvi
replaced former chairman of the
PCB Management
Zaka Ashraf, who resigned recent-
ly, in the BoG. Ashraf became part
of BoG on July 6, he assumed his
role as the Chairman by replacing
Najam Sethi on the same day.

“I was working for the better-
ment of cricket but it is not pos-
sible for us to work in this way,”
he said as per the people pres-
ent at an ongoing committee
meeting. “Now it is up to Prime
Minister [Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar],
whomever he nominates [will
take my place],” he added.

Committee

Marotta reveals
why he didn’t want
to sign Ronaldo

“I must recognise that I spent 10 wonderful
years at Juventus, but when the owners want
to adopt a different strategy, then a manager

must take a step back,” he told DAZN

LONDON: Former Juventus Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Giuseppe Marotta revealed why he was not on the same page
with the club when they decided to sign Cristiano Ronaldo on
a €100m deal. Ronaldo left Real Madrid in 2018 after winning
the UEFA Champions League for the third consecutive year
and becoming the club’s top scorer, netting 450 goals in 438
matches over nine years. Marotta, who left the club just months
after Ronaldo completed his move to Juventus, admitted that he
didn’t want to sign the Portuguese because of the massive mon-
ey. “I must recognise that I spent 10 wonderful years at Juven-
tus, but when the owners want to adopt a different strategy,
then a manager must take a step back,” he told DAZN.

“It was fair to respect the club’s desire. I partially didn’t
agree with signing Ronaldo. The player can’t be questioned,
but the deal was demanding in financial terms. It was not
the element that brought the splitting; the cycle was over,
and we had to change.” Marotta had earlier expressed that
while there were no doubts about Ronaldo’s quality as a
player, he was “challenging” to work with because of his
charisma. “He was a very good player, he still is and above
all, he is a great champion. The champion is that person
who manages to convey beliefs to his teammates. He was a
bit of a leader of the team, he was the most famous and he
dragged the others into the game. So, it was challenging,
but he didn’t make me angry,” he told Cronache di Spoglia-
toio. Remember, Ronaldo played 134 matches for Juventus
across three years and netted 101 goals while providing 22
assists. He also won the Serie A title twice but failed to
win the Champions League with The Old Lady. — Agencies

Williamson’s 2nd century
keeps New Zealand dominant

against South Africa

Daryl Mitchell was at the crease on 11 and Tom Blundell on
five, with the Black Caps looking to declare early on Wednesday
with South Africa facing a mammoth target on a deteriorating
Bay Oval pitch. The depleted Proteas were dismissed for 162
soon before tea in response to New Zealand’s first innings 511

MOUNT  MAUNGANUL
Kane Williamson crafted his
second century of the match
Tuesday as New Zealand
took complete command of
the first Test on day three
against understrength South
Africa here on Tuesday. Run
machine Williamson was out
for a rapid 109 as the home
side reached 1794 in their
second innings, extending
their overall lead to 528 runs
by stumps. Daryl Mitchell
was at the crease on 11 and
Tom Blundell on five, with
the Black Caps looking to
declare early on Wednesday
with South Africa facing a
mammoth target on a deteri-
orating Bay Oval pitch.

The depleted Proteas were
dismissed for 162 soon be-

fore tea in response to New
Zealand’s first innings 511.

The follow-on wasn’t en-
forced, allowing the world’s
top-ranked batsman Wil-
liamson to craft another big
score to follow his 118 in
the first innings.

It was the former skipper’s
31st Test century but the
first time he has reached
three figures twice in the
same match. The 34-year-
old played with aggression
from the outset, striking 12
fours and a six in a 132-ball
stay that signalled New Zea-
land’s intent before he was
stumped off the bowling of
Proteas captain Neil Brand.
As was the case in the first
innings, Williamson sur-
vived a dropped catch in

the outfield, with Edward
Moore again the culprit
when he was on 61.

Moore responded in the
following over by catching
Devon Conway for 29 off
captain Neil Brand’s bowl-
ing, ending a partnership
of 92 with Williamson af-
ter opener Tom Latham
fell cheaply. First innings
double-centurion  Rachin
Ravindra departed soon af-
terwards for 12, caught off
the spin bowling of Brand,
who took six wickets in
the first innings. The sec-
ond-string nature of South
Africa’s side was exposed
when they lost their last six
wickets for 82 runs on Tues-
day. The top score was 45
from Keegan Petersen who,

in his 13th Test, is the most
experienced batsman in
the squad after most first-
choice players remained be-
hind to compete in a domes-
tic Twenty20 competition.

Petersen lost his overnight
partner David Bedingham
for 32 when trying to hook
seamer Matt Henry before
Ruan de Swardt followed
for a second-ball duck in
the same over. Wicket-
keeper Clyde Fortuin, one
of six Proteas debutants,
departed for nine just be-
fore the tourists went to
lunch at 129-7. The tail
was wrapped up quickly,
with Henry taking 3-31 and
Mitchell Santner capitalising
on spinfriendly conditions to
finish with 3-34. — Agencies

Azam Khan wants clarity
over his Pakistan future

“In the last 4 years, I have made a
comeback three times and I have never
played a full series, so it hurts me a little that
either you give me the full series or leave
me out altogether, or don’t hang me in the
middle, so I regret this thing,” he said

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan wicketkeep-
er-batter Azam Khan has shared his
feelings about his selection and op-
portunities within the national team.
In a recent video conversation with
Desert Vipers alongside veteran
cricketer Shoaib Malik, Azam con-
veyed his frustrations and empha-
sised the inconsistency in his in-
clusion and the lack of faith shown
towards his abilities.

"I have always understood that when
I play league cricket, I get a complete
opportunity because they know I can
win them games, so they are calling
me here. That means either you are
putting doubts in my mind that I am

not good at this level, then it's okay,
then I will find my own way," Azam
Khan said. The wicket-keeper batter
also raised the issue of not being
afforded sufficient opportunities to
demonstrate his capabilities.

"In the last 4 years, I have made a
comeback three times and I have
never played a full series, so it hurts
me a little that either you give me
the full series or leave me out alto-
gether, or don't hang me in the mid-
dle, so I regret this thing," he said.
The 25-year-old has stressed that he
approaches every game with a com-
plete mindset but feels demoralised
when doubts are cast upon his abili-

ties within the national setup.

He also shed light on his experiences
with foreign coaches to those within
the Pakistan team, observing a dis-
parity in treatment.

"It is obvious that I play all my cricket
with a full mindset, and when some-
one comes and puts doubts in it, then
I get a little frustrated, because when
I play with foreign coaches, they nev-
er make me feel like I am lacking
something, but yes, when I play for
the Pakistan team, I feel like I am
lacking something because when I
watch my batting, my innings, then
I say that I am not less than any
player," he concluded.

Last week, Azam Khan scored the
fastest half-century in the ILT20
history as the 25-year-old led Desert
Vipers to a thumping win against
Gulf Giants on Saturday. Azam
broke West Indies’ great Kieren
Pollard’s record of the fastest fifty
(19 balls) as the right-handed batter
did it on just 18 balls to steer the
Vipers to a crucial win. - DNA

UFC fighter challenges
McGregor at
Santiago Bernabeu

LONDON: UFC fighter Ilia Topuria called out Conor McGre-
gor to a blockbuster fight at Real Madrid’s stadium, Santiago
Bernabeu, in what would be the biggest fight in UFC history.
McGregor is assured to take on Michael Chandler at UFC
300 to mark his much-awaited comeback to the Octagon af-
ter almost three years as the last time the Notorious fought
at UFC was against Dustin Poirier where he broke his leg. In
2023, McGregor confirmed that he is ready to return to the
octagon after which multiple fighters offered to take on the
former double-champion. He was supposed to fight Chandler
at UFC 296 but that didn’t happen as the Notorious hadn’t
completed UFC’s drug testing program. Ilia Topuria will face
Alexander Volkanovski at UFC 298 for featherweight cham-
pionship but the Spaniard is extremely confident of beating
his opponent to fight McGregor next. “Conor McGregor,
that’s the fight I'm looking for,” he said on The MMA Hour.
“He has a great fight with Mike Chandler. If he doesn’t get
his ass whooped, he will be a pleasure to share the Octagon
with me. Maybe in UFC Spain. We’re both from Europe, and
he will be able to go back home and tell his wife, ‘Baby, take
out the red panties. Topuria kept us rich’.” UFC is heading
to Spain in 2024 and Topuria hoped that it would happen
at Santiago Bernabeu, Spanish club Real Madrid’s stadium
which they have renovated and are aiming to host events
as big as the NFL and concerts. “Of course, it’s going to
happen in 2024... When? I don’t know, at the end of the
year, maybe. And where? I hope it’s going to happen in
Madrid [at] the Santiago Bernabeu Stadium. - Agencies

The event will include other top players like Carlos Alcaraz and Daniil Medvedev as well

SporTs DESK

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is set to host a pres-
tigious new tennis exhibition featuring top
players such as Novak Djokovic and Rafael
Nadal, alongside three other Grand Slam
winners, in October. The Six Kings Slam
event will be a part of Riyadh Season, Saudi
Arabia’s cultural and entertainment festi-
val. It will feature major champions Carlos
Alcaraz, Daniil Medvedev, and Jannik Sin-
ner, as well as Holger Rune.

Scheduled during the ATP season, the
event coincides with a month already
packed with ATP tournaments. Typically,
exhibition events occur during breaks or
after the ATP season, but in October, play-
ers are committed to Masters 1000 tourna-
ments in Shanghai and Paris.

Nadal, who recently became the ambassa-
dor for the Saudi Arabian Tennis Feder-
ation, expressed his anticipation for the
event, stating, “After some other tennis
players have done so, I am very excited to
play for the first time in Riyadh.”

Saudi Arabia has already established itself

as a host for the Next Gen ATP Finals,
showcasing the top men’s under-21 players
in Jeddah. Discussions have also revolved
around the country potentially hosting the
women’s WTA Finals. However, prominent
figures in tennis, including Chris Evert and

Martina Navratilova, have voiced opposi-
tion to staging the women’s season-ending
event in Saudi Arabia. Critics accuse the
oil-rich kingdom of utilizing its wealth to en-
hance its image through sports, a practice
often referred to as ‘sportswashing’.

mula 1,

Saudi Arabia’s significant investments
in various sports, including golf, For-
football,
drawn attention. Nevertheless, advo-
cacy groups continue to highlight con-
cerns regarding the kingdom’s human
rights and equality record.

Earlier, it was confirmed that Djokovic will
participate in the Indian Wells, where his
old rival Nadal will also appear.

If everything goes according to the plan
and both players play in the tournament,
the old rivals will likely cross one anoth-
er’s part and the tennis enthusiast will
get to witness the legendary rivalry one
more time. Nadal and Djokovic have been
competing at the highest level since their
first encounter at Roland Garros in 2006
where the Spaniard emerged victorious.
That was the start of a legendary rivalry
that would share 59 matches — a record in
men’s tennis — between them with some
of the greatest encounters including the
2012 Australian Open final, which was
the longest major final match by duration
that lasted 5 hours, 53 minutes with the
Serbian beating the Spaniard.

and boxing, have

UN rights hody
condemns
‘harassment’

From Pace 01
uphold fundamental free-
doms for a democratic
process. “In the lead-up to
the vote, there have been
no less than 24 reported
instances in which armed
groups have staged attacks
against members of politi-
cal parties,” Liz Throssell,
the spokesperson for the

UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, said
in a statement. She ac-

knowledged the challenges
Pakistan has faced over
the past 15 years in main-
taining democratic gains
amidst security and eco-
nomic hurdles. Throsselle-
mphasised the significance
of elections as a moment to
reaffirm the country’s com-
mitment to human rights
and democracy, ensuring
the right to participation
for all citizens, including
women and minorities.

6 wounded
during
Turkish...

From Pace 01

the Kagithane district on
the city’s European side.
Yerlikaya later identified
the attackers as members
of the Revolutionary Peo-
ple’s Liberation Party/
Front, or DHKP/C, a far-left
group that is considered
a terrorist organization in
Turkiye, the United States
and the European Union.
The attack took place on the
day when Turkiye was com-
memorating the anniversa-
ry of an earthquake in the
country’s south that killed
thousands of people. The
DHKP/C has been largely
inactive in recent years. In
March 2015, the group took
a prosecutor hostage at the
same courthouse, demand-
ing details about the police
killing of a teenager during
anti-government  protests
the previous year.

PM meets
delegation

of COG

From Pace 01
proud to honor its commit-
ment as a Commonwealth
member state by inviting in-
dependent international ob-
servers to witness the gener-
al elections. He said despite
numerous challenges, the
best possible arrangements
had been made to ensure
peaceful and seamless con-
duct of elections on polling
day, across the country. The
Caretaker Prime Minister
highlighted that the Caretak-
er Government had fulfilled
its responsibilities to run the
day-to-day affairs of the state
and create a conducive envi-
ronment ahead of the elec-
tions. Now it was the turn
of the people of Pakistan to
exercise their democratic
right to vote. Mr. Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan thanked the
caretaker Prime Minister
and conveyed best wishes
of the Secretary General
of the Commonwealth,
Ms. Patricia Scotland. He
said the COG delegation
would be visiting various
polling sites throughout
the country to observe
the election process.

2 terrorists

killed in N.

Waziristan
IBO

From Pace 01

also known as Mansoor,
alongside another, was
gunned down, as the forc-
es conducted an intelli-
gence-based operation on
the reported presence of
terrorists.“During the con-
duct of operation, intense
fire exchange took place be-
tween own troops and ter-
rorists as a result of which
two terrorists were sent to
hell including Terrorist ring
leader Ayubullah @Man-
soor,” the statement read.
The ISPR stated that it also
recovered weapons, ammu-
nition and explosives from
the killed terrorists who
remained actively involved
in numerous terrorist activ-
ities including target killing
as well as extortion and
abduction of innocent civil-
ians. “A sanitisation opera-
tion is being conducted to
eliminate any other terror-
ists found in the area,” the
media wing of the armed
forces said. The military
added that their servic-
es for the security and
protection of the district
including the IBO were
appreciated by the locals,
who expressed their full
support to eliminate the
menace of terrorism.
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NEews DEskK

MOSCOW:  Kazakhstan’s
parliament on Tuesday ap-
proved the nomination of
Olzhas Bektenov, former
head of the presidential
administration, for the po-
sition of prime minister.
Kazakh President Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev sealed
the appointment in a de-
cree posted on his website:
“Appoint Bektenov Olzhas
Abayevich as Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, relieving him
of his previous post.” On
Monday, Tokayev accepted
the resignation of the gov-
ernment headed by Alikhan
Smailov, with no reasons
given for this decision.
Bektenov, 43, was nominat-
ed for the post by Kazakh-
stan’s largest party, Amanat
(Covenant of Ancestors),
and previously served as
the head of the presidential
administration.

Norway's
FM for
maintaining
dialogue with
China

DNA

Oslo: Norwegian Foreign
Minister Espen Barth Eide
said Monday that it is im-
portant to maintain dialogue
and cooperation with China
on current international
affairs and the global econ-
omy. Barth Eide made the
comments as he held talks
with his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi and Liu Jianchao,
Minister of the Chinese
Communist Party’s (CCP)
International Liaison Depart-
ment, in Beijing. He is on a
three-day official visit to
China. “We have discussed
the wars in the Middle
East and Ukraine, the sit-
uation in the Red Sea, and
the need for cooperation
on climate issues and how
to strengthen the interna-
tional institutions,” said
Barth Eide, according to
an official statement by
Norway. He emphasized
Norway’s commitment to
the one-China principle,
promoting mutual respect
and constructive dialogue.
“Human rights are an im-
portant part of Norway’s
relationship with China.
I encouraged Chinese au-
thorities to adhere to their
international  obligations
and I raised the human
rights situation in China,
including in Xinjiang, Tibet
and Hong Kong,” he added.
Beijing has pushed back on
such calls, terming it inter-
ference in China’s “internal
affairs.” Wang said he appre-
ciates Norway seeing China’s
development in an “objec-
tive, rational and friendly
way,” China Daily reported.
He called for mutual respect
for core interests, enhanced
practical cooperation and
strengthened multilateral co-
ordination to foster bilateral
relations. Both sides agreed
at the meeting that it was
necessary to end the hostil-
ities in Gaza “immediately”
and to allow more humani-
tarian assistance.

Kenyan
cult leader
charged with
murdering
191 children

MALINDI, Kenya: A Ken-
yan court on Tuesday
charged the leader of a star-
vation cult and dozens of
suspected accomplices with
murder over the deaths of
nearly 200 people in a for-
est near the Indian Ocean.
Self-proclaimed pastor Paul
Nthenge Mackenzie, who
has already been charged
with terrorism, manslaugh-
ter as well as child torture
and cruelty, is alleged to
have incited hundreds of his
acolytes to starve to death
in order to “meet Jesus.”
On Tuesday, Mackenzie and
29 other suspects pleaded
not guilty to 191 counts of
murder, according to court
documents seen by AFP. A
31st suspect was deemed
to lack the mental fitness
to stand trial and ordered to
return to the Malindi High
Court in a month’s time.
The cult leader has pleaded
not guilty to all the charg-
es against him. He was
arrested in April last year
after bodies were found in
the Shakahola forest, with
the grisly discoveries pro-
voking horror across the
world.—APP

US actions stoking new
turmoil in West Asia: China

He further emphasized that the fundamental reason for the current situation is the failure
to implement a ceasefire in the Gaza Strip amid a genocidal Israeli aggression

DNA

BEIJING: China’s ambassador to
the UN has blasted the United
States for sparking a “new tur-
moil” in West Asia with its re-
cent illegal strikes in the already
volatile region. Jun Zhang made
the remarks at a UN Security
Council meeting on threats to
international peace and security
on Monday, two days after the
US military conducted aerial
assaults on Iraq and Syria. Near-
ly 40 people were killed in the
air raids that came in response
to a drone attack on a US occu-

pation base on Jordan’s border
with Syria. The Chinese envoy
said the US airstrikes “consti-
tute a grave violation of the
sovereignty, independence, and
territorial integrity of Syria and
Iraq.” “The US purports that it
does not seek to create conflicts
in the Middle East or anywhere
else, but in reality, it does pre-
cisely the opposite,” he added.

“The US military actions are
undoubtedly stoking new tur-
moil in this region and further
intensifying tensions.” Zhang
also warned that the regional
conditions are “on the verge
of extreme peril” and that the

US actions will “exacerbate the
vicious cycle of titfor-tat vio-
lence.” He further emphasized
that the fundamental reason for
the current situation is the fail-
ure to implement a ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip amid a genocid-
al Israeli aggression. “History
has shown that using military
means would not provide any
solutions to the problems roil-
ing the Middle East,” he assert-
ed. The Chinese envoy called on
all countries concerned to stop
acting out of self-interest, say-
ing, “We are standing at a criti-
cal crossroads.” Israel waged its
brutal war on besieged Gaza on

October 7 after the Palestinian
Hamas resistance group carried
out an unprecedented operation
against the occupying entity in
retaliation for its intensified
atrocities against the Palestini-
an people. So far, the Tel Aviv
regime has killed at least 27,585
Palestinians, mostly women and
children, and injured 67,000
others. Similarly, Russia’s Am-
bassador Vassily Nebenzia said
the US attacks on Iraq and Syr-
ia once again demonstrated the
aggressive nature of US policy
in West Asia and Washington’s
complete disregard for interna-
tional law.The US acts of aggres-

sion against sovereign nations
have increased the level of insta-
bility in an already “burning” re
gion, he noted. Nebenzia further
said that the actions of the United
States in the region are just the
latest in a litany of unlawful and
irresponsible attacks, against the
backdrop of an unprecedented
escalation of violenc. He further
urged the international communi-
ty to unconditionally condemn the
reckless actions of Washington
and its allies in West Asia. Both
Iraq and Syria condemned the US
strikes as infringements on their
sovereignty that risk escalating
regional tensions.

Azerbaijan, Pakistan

discuss agricultural export

DNA

BAKU: Agriculture Minis-
ter Majnun Mammadov met
with Bilal Haye, Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plen-
ipotentiary of Pakistan to
Azerbaijan. Welcoming the
guests, the minister gave
detailed information to the
meeting participants about
the state support for the ag-
ricultural sector in Azerbai-
jan. It was stated that the
cooperation between the
two countries in all fields

is developing dynamically.
The parties emphasised
that they are interested
in expanding cooperation
in the agricultural sector.
During the meeting, coop-
eration between Azerbaijan
and Pakistan in the field of
agriculture and strength-
ening of the legal-contract
base, an increase in the
trade turnover of agricul-
tural products, the transfer
of the most modern tech-
nologies in the field of ag-
riculture, the strengthening
of cooperation in the fields
of cotton growing, rice

farming, animal husband-
ry, and the implementation
of experimental programs
in the fields of scientific
research and education
in the agricultural sector
were discussed. During the
meeting, the main topic of
discussion was the export
of agricultural products
from Azerbaijan to Paki-
stan and various support
mechanisms for this. Min-
ister Majnun Mammadov
touched on the importance
of the “Caspian Agro” exhi-
bition organised annually in
our country and called on

Pakistani businessmen to
actively participate in this
exhibition, as well as to
explore the possibilities
of investing in the agri-
cultural sector of Azer-
baijan, taking into account
the reliable and favourable
business environment.
During the meeting, the
activities of the Azer-
baijan-Pakistan =~ Working
Group in the field of ag-
riculture and food secu-
rity were discussed, and
a wide range of opinions
were exchanged on is-
sues of mutual interest.

South Korean
president

pardons 450,000
people

WEeB DESK

SEOUL: South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol granted
special pardon to over 450,000 people, including a for-
mer defense minister and presidential chief of staff, lo-
cal media reported on Tuesday. The presidential order
came on the occasion of Lunar New Year to be marked
on Saturday, Feb. 10 this year.
was Kim Kwan-jin, who served as defense minister from
2010 to 2014, and Kim Ki-choon, a former chief of staff
for ousted former President Park Geun-hye, Seoul-based
Yonhap News reported. Kim Kwan-jin had been serv-
ing a two-year sentence given last year for ordering the
military’s cyber command to post online comments in
favor of the government at the time ahead of polls in
2012. Kim Ki-choon had also been sentenced to two
years, over charges that the Park government ordered
the creation of a list of dissenting cultural bodies and
artists to exclude from government subsidies. Yoon
said the list was prepared with a focus on reviving the
economy as they included exemptions from various
administrative penalties on drivers, restaurant indus-
try workers, fishermen, and passenger and cargo trans-
port operators. “The government will continue to take
measures helpful to everyday economic activities,” the
agency quoted Yoon as saying. “I hope these pardons that
are being granted ahead of the holiday will add vitality
to the people’s economies,” he added. In South Korea,
the government often grants special pardons to convicted
politicians, business executives, and others at the start of
new year or around Liberation Day on Aug. 15. On Monday,
a South Korean court also acquitted Samsung Electronics
Co. Chairman Lee Jae-yong and cleared him from charges of
stock price rigging, breach of trust and accounting fraud in
connection with the controversial merger of Cheil Industries

Among those pardoned

Inc. and Samsung C&T Corp in 2015.

Bulgarian
diplomat praises
Black Sea energy

project

BAKU: “Bulgaria is interested in cooperating on the Black

Sea Energy submarine electric cable project, which envis-
ages the transmission of “green energy” from the Caspian
Sea to Europe, Bulgarian Ambassador to Georgia Vesselin
Valkanov . “We have expressed our interest in participating
in the project and are satisfied with the positive response
we have received from the four parties [Azerbaijan, Geor-
gia, Romania, and Hungary]. Bulgaria can significantly add
value to the project due to its power grid, high capacity
connections with neighbouring countries, a well-developed
electricity market, the opportunity to invest in renewable
projects, and the growing demand for green energy,” he
said. The ambassador noted that an important factor con-
tributing to these endeavours is the friendly relations that
Bulgaria has with all the countries of the South Cauca-
sus, especially Azerbaijan. “Bulgaria is interested in
further development of infrastructural links between
Europe and Asia, between the eastern and western
shores of the Black Sea. Especially through projects
of common interest in the fields of energy, transporta-
tion, and communications,” Valkanov added. Accord-
ing to the diplomat, the undersea cable is just one of
many opportunities to influence efforts to achieve cli-
mate goals and make development truly sustainable.
“Everyone should be more involved in projects like
this and be more cooperative. The potential is there,
and I am sure that a proactive and positive approach will
pay off in the not-so-distan future in terms of improving the
environment, increasing energy security, and improving
the lives of our citizens,” he emphasised.-DNA

Senegal hit by civil unrest after
presidential polls delayed

DAKAR: Senegal, often
seen as the bastion of sta-
bility in Africa, has been
hit by civil unrest after
lawmakers voted late Mon-
day to delay this month’s
presidential election until
December. The bill was
passed near unanimously,
with 105 votes in favor and
one against, after opposi-
tion deputies were forcibly
removed from the chamber.
It paves the way for Presi-
dent Macky Sall to remain
in office until his successor
is installed, despite growing
concern about the erosion
of democracy.

“The situation is complete-
ly catastrophic, Senegal’s
image is ruined, and I
don’t think we'll be recov-
ering from this democratic
bankruptcy, this tsunami
in the rule of law, any time
soon,” opposition deputy
Ayib Daffe said after the
vote. Earlier, security forc-
es outside used tear gas to
disperse small groups of
opposition protesters, with
demonstrators chanting
“Macky Sall dictator.” The

atmosphere in Senegal has
been tense since Saturday
when Sall announced a de-
lay to the Feb. 25 vote, just
hours before campaigning
was officially set to begin.
“Let’s not be an assembly
of shame. Let’s make sure
that when we leave here
we can look at our children
with pride and say that we
were the last wall, the last
bulwark,” said opposition
MP Abass Fall during the
debate over the postpone-
ment. Adopted a day earlier
by a preparatory commit-
tee, the proposal for the
election delay was support-
ed by MPs from Sall’s par-
ty, which has been unable
to fully coalesce around
the president’s favored suc-
cessor. “President Macky
Sall said he would serve
two terms. He has kept his
word,” said MP Moussa
Diakhate, chairman of the
pro-government law com-
mittee. Violence has previ-
ously broken out in Senegal
over fears Sall would try to
extend his tenure beyond
the end of his second term,

and he has previously insist-
ed he would not.

The sporadic clashes out-
side parliament were a rare
sight in the normally calm
area of downtown Dakar,
where police and security
forces backed up by heavy
vehicles, were mobilised to
protect parliament. Demon-
strator Malick Diouf, 37,
said he had no preferred
candidate and did not even
have a voting card, but felt it
crucial to come and protest.
“The main thing for me is
to say ‘no’ to this political
agenda, this coup de force
to try to stay in power,”
he told AFP. Opposition
leaders had denounced the
proposed delay as a “consti-
tutional coup” and an assault
on democracy.

Violent  street  protests
rocked the capital Dakar on
Sunday, and two opposition
candidates, including former
prime minister Aminata
Toure, were arrested and lat-
er released. The government
early on Monday suspend-
ed mobile internet access,
citing the dissemination of

“hateful and subversive mes-
sages” on social media. It
was a repeat of a move last
June, which saw mobile data
restricted amid high tensions
in the country. The measure
has become a common re-
sponse to curb mobilization
and communication via so-
cial networks. Senegal has
never experienced a coup
since gaining independence
from France in 1960, making
it a rare outlier in coup-hit
West Africa. The proposed
delay had sparked interna-
tional concern, with the Unit-
ed States, European Union
and France all appealing for
the election to be resched-
uled as soon as possible.
The chairman of the African
Union Commission, Moussa
Faki Mahamat also urged
Senegal to resolve its “polit-
ical dispute through consul-
tation, understanding and
dialogue.” Human Rights
Watch warned that Senegal
risked losing its democratic
credentials. Senegal has
long been considered a bea-
con of democracy in the
region.—Agencies

Kashmir solidarity day commemorated in Ankara

Ambassador Junaid thanked the people and government of Turkiye for their principled stance on
Kashmir, especially H.E President Recep Tayyip Erdogan for highlighting the Kashmir

NEews DESK

ANKARA: An event was organized
at Pakistan Embassy Ankara to
observe Kashmir Solidarity Day.
Every year, February 5th is com-
memorated as Kashmir Solidar-
ity Day to reaffirm support to the
legitimate Kashmiri struggle for
realization of their right to self-de-
termination. Chairperson Human
Rights Investigation Commission of
Turkish Parliament MP Ms. Derya
Yanik, Deputy Governor Ankara,
Bekir Yilmaz, President Institute of
Strategic Thinking Gen. (R) Guray
Alpar and representatives of media,
think tanks and civil society attend-
ed the event. While reiterating
Turkish support for Kashmiri legiti-
mate cause of self- determination, ,
Chairperson Human Rights Investi-
gation Commission of Turkish Par-

liament , MP Derya Yanik stated
that Turkiye has always supported
peaceful resolution of Kashmir dis-
pute as per the desire of the Kash-
miri people and will continue to do
so. While expressing concerns over

worst human rights situation in In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir (IIOJK), she stated it is sad
that Kashmir remains as one of the
oldest unresolved conflicts in the
world. The international system has
L i
- r —

—
——
—

the ability to resolve any conflict,
but unfortunately there is a lack of
will and intention when it comes
to Kashmir and Palestine. She
reiterated that international com-
munity needs to play its due role

4

in putting an end to human rights
atrocities in IIOJK and implementa-
tion of UN resolutions to ensure
peace and stability in the region.
In his speech, President Institute
of Strategic Thinking (SDE), Gen.
(R) Guray Alpar stated that the
indifference of international com-
munity to Kashmir and Palestine
is surprising; Kashmiris deserve
the basic human right of self-de-
termination, as promised to them
by the United Nations. Speaking
on the occasion, Ambassador Dr.
Yousaf Junaid underscored that
Palestine and Kashmir represent
unceasing situations of foreign
occupation in the modern world,
where brutal military occupa-
tions have not only denied the
people of their fundamental
right of self-determination but
also unleashed a reign of terror
on innocent civilians.

WASHINGTON: The return
of the Axiom-3 Mission
crew from the Internation-
al Space Station (ISS) was
postponed due to “unfavora-
ble recovery conditions,”
SpaceX has announced.

“Due to ongoing unfavora-
ble weather off the coast
of Florida, Dragon is stand-
ing down from Tuesday’s
undocking from the @
Space_Station,” the pri-
vate space company said
Monday on X about the re-
turn of the crew, including
Tirkiye’s first space trav-
eler Alper Gezeravci, on
its Dragon capsule. “The
spacecraft and Ax-3 crew
remain healthy, and teams
will continue to monitor
weather conditions for the
next available undocking
opportunity,” it added. The
four-person mission was
launched from NASA’s Ken-
nedy Space Center, Flori-
da on Jan. 19 on a SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket. The Ax-3
space mission crew docked
at the ISS on Jan. 20. Geze-
ravci and his three crew-
mates from Spain, Italy, and
Sweden was responsible for
carrying out over 30 scien-
tific experiments. —APP

Poland
building new
fortifications

in border

zone

WARSAW: Poland is build-
ing new fortifications and
shelters in the border zone
with Belarus and Russia,
according to a report pub-
lished Monday in a Polish
economic and legal news-
paper. The Ministry of
Defense did not disclose
detailed information, but
a ministry source told the
Rzeczpospolita daily that
the move was “part of the
overall national defense
plan.” The ministry said
in a briefing that “work is
underway on the further
expansion of engineering
fortifications, including a
shelter system and their
improvement in the bor-
der zone.” “The situation
is dire; more and more
countries feel it,” Defense
Minister Wladyslaw Kosin-
iak-Kamysz told the daily
Super Express, adding he
was preparing for a scenar-
io in which Ukraine loses
the war with Russia and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin decides to attack
NATO countries, including
Poland. “I assume every
scenario and take the worst
ones most seriously. This
is the role of the minister
of defense in the situation
we find ourselves in today.
These are not words thrown
into the wind. I try to weigh
them very carefully,” he
said. “You have to be pre-
pared for every scenario;
that’s why we are conduct-
ing an audit, drawing con-
clusions and filling in the
gaps, in the case of weap-
ons, for example. Large pur-
chases are very important.
But for me, the individual
equipment of soldiers is
equally important. Since
taking power, we have con-
cluded contracts for pur-
chasing equipment worth
PLN19 billion (over $4
billion) - most of it in Pol-
ish arms plants,” he said.
The Polish Air Navigation
Services Agency consult-
ed with the Air Navigation
Operational Command on
Feb. 4 and issued a naviga-
tion warning for airspace
users. —APP

Tokyo stocks
open lower
after US falls

TOKYO Tokyo stocks
opened lower on Tues-
day following falls on Wall
Street, as investors await-
ed an earnings report from
Toyota due later in the day.
The benchmark Nikkei 225
index lost 0.22 percent, or
80.03 points, to 36,274.13
in early trade, while the
broader  Topix  index
slipped 0.37 percent, or
9.36 points, to 2,547.35.
US shares dropped, with
investors now believing
the Federal Reserve may
not cut rates as swiftly as
previously hoped. It came
after Fed chair Jerome Pow-
ell said in an interview that
the central bank wants to
see more data before start-
ing to cut interest rates.
The dollar stood at 148.61
yen, nearly flat from 148.68
yen in New York. “The To-
kyo market is expected to
start softer following falls
in US shares,” brokerage
house Monex said. “The
market is focused on Toy-
ota’s earnings,” to be
issued at 1:25 pm (0425
GMT), it added.—APP
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PTl being
subjected
to state
operation
toimpose
criminals

Kuavyam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Cen-
tral Information Secretary
Raoof Hasan said that the
reign of terror had been
unleashed on the PTI for
the past 22 months under
an infamous London Plan to
dismantle PTI and remove
its Chairman-forlife Imran
Khan from political scene
in order to impose the cer-
tified gang of criminals on
the nation once again.
However, he added that the
people of the country would
take revenge for every in-
justice being meted out
with them through power
of their vote on February
8, 2024. Addressing a press
conference flanked by PTI
Senator Walid Igbal, Chair-
man Senate Standing Com-
mittee for Human Rights,
Brigadier (R) Musaddiq
Abbasi, former Advisor to
Prime Minister of Pakistan
on Accountability and Inte-
rior, Ahmad Awais, former
Advocate General Punjab,
PTI CIS said that PTI, its
leaders and workers were
subjected to worst state ter-
rorism and barbarism after
the regime change conspir-
acy of April 9, 2022 to clear
path for criminals to take
the reins of the country.
Raoof Hasan pointed out
that as soon as the clique
of the thieves consisting of
Sharifs and Zardaris were
imposed on the nation
through regime change
conspiracy, they ended a
whooping Rs. 1100 billion
of their corruption cases
instantly by exploiting the
state institutions such as
NAB and FIA cases.

Bilawal faces
hurdle just

ahead of polls

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Peoples Party chairman

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari is
facing a major challenge
in contesting the National
Assembly seat as his elec-
toral eligibility has been
challenged in the Supreme
Court of Pakistan. Com-
plainant Shah Muhammad
Zaman said in the appeal
filed in the Supreme Court,
“Bilawal Bhutto is the chair-
man of the PPP whose
election symbol is ‘sword’.
Meanwhile, he is contesting
the election on the ticket of
Peoples Party Parliamen-
tarians with symbol arrow.”
“Under the election act, a
person cannot be a member
of two parties at the same
time,” he added. In the filed
appeal, it was held that the
Sindh High Court did not
review the law properly. So,
the apex court should pre-
vent Bilawal Bhutto from
contesting the election on
the arrow sign.

LHC reserves
decision
against ‘144’
in Punjab

DNA

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) has reserved
its decision on a petition
about implementation of
section 144 in Punjab.
LHC’s Justice Shahid Bilal
Hasan heard the petition of
citizen Shabbir Ismail who
challenged the implemen-
tation of Section 144 in
Punjab. The court issued
notices to the government
of Punjab and the ECP.
The petitioner said elec-
tions were going to be held
and there should be no im-
position of Section 144. He
said the section should not
be implemented to control
arms movement because it
was a separate offence.
The ECP should itself de-
clare the imposition of the
Section 144 null and void,
he argued. Responding to
the argument, the public
prosecutor referenced a
decision of the Supreme
Court of India to clarify the
position of the government
and said arms movement
could not be allowed and
the section 144 was imple-
mented to empower the
government functionaries.

lNDEPENDENCE I)AY OF Sm l.ANKA N

ISLAMABAD Chief Guest Federal Health Minister Nadeem Jan, Admiral Ravindra Wijegunaratne, and others cutting cake
to celebrate 76th Anniversary of Independence of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. - DNA Y,

" EU must defend Ukraine
even if US reduces support

French president says future security architecture of Europe could no longer be settled by US and Russia

DNA

STOCKHOLM: The European Union has to make bold de-
cisions to defend Ukraine, pre-empting any US decision to
withhold or reduce its military support, Emmanuel Macron
has said. In a speech in Sweden, which hopes to be the
next country to join Nato, the French president also said
the future security architecture of Europe, including arms
control agreements covering European territory, could no
longer be settled simply by the US and Russia, and Europe
had to have a right to determine its own future. His re-
marks were designed as a warning to Europe that it needs
to ramp up its whole defence effort and prepare for the
possibility that either Joe Biden will be unable to push his
military assistance budget for Ukraine through Congress,
or that later in the year he is defeated in a presidential
election by an isolationist Donald Trump. But Macron also
argued that if Europe did step up, and helped to prevent a
Russian victory, the US through Nato could no longer have
a monopoly in determining future relations with Moscow.

Speaking at the Swedish defence academy alongside Swe-
den’s prime minister, Ulf Kristersson, Macron said: “This
is a decisive and testing moment for Europe. We must be
ready to act to defend and support Ukraine whatever it
takes and whatever America decides.” He added: “Europe
had been lucky to have America as a partner but we have
to be lucid. Ukraine is part of the European continent and
whatever America decides we have to take the right and
bold decisions to support Ukraine and the Ukrainian peo-
ple.” Insisting that Europe must do whatever it takes for
years to come, and at whatever cost, he said it must be
made impossible for Russia to win, since if it did then Eu-
rope would be without a functioning security architecture

with consequences in Nato’s eastern flank, the Caucasus
and central Asia. Macron said: “The real cost to us of a
Russian victory in the short and long run is too high for
all of us.” He said it would require Europe scaling up its
own defence production effort so that Ukraine can be in a
position to negotiate a sustainable peace

The French president praised the way the EU had re-
sponded to Russian aggression for two years, including
by putting the European defence industry on a war foot-
ing, increasing spending and developing more common
capacities. But he said: “Even though we can be proud of
recent decisions, we have to do much more.” If the EU
compared spending on defence with the way Vladimir
Putin had readapted his entire defence budget, the EU
had not done enough, he said. Macron said: “Russia

managed to completely readapt that system, so we have
to react and even overreact to be alongside with Ukrain-
ians.” Calling for a strengthening of production, he said
Europe had to be ready to take national and European
decisions that pre-empted any US decision to minimise
vulnerability. He insisted his call for greater European
defence interoperability need not be seen as undermin-
ing Nato. He also called for greater European coopera-
tion and autonomy on energy. “For years and years we
thought trading and exchanging energy with Russia was
the best way to prevent a war,” he said. “This was a
mistake. It was the best way to suffer from a war and
suffer from a unilateral decision.” Macron said that in
future European energy needed a greater diversity of
suppliers. He said the invasion in Russia occurred in part
because Europe had been a geopolitical minority with stra-
tegic defence negotiations conducted solely by the US and
Russia, leaving the EU largely excluded. The arms controls
and security treaties “affecting our territory were decided
by the big guys, and not by the Europeans”, he said.

“In the future when it is about the intermediate nuclear
range forces treaty, when it is about deployments, when
it is about arms control for today and tomorrow, when it
is about designing an architecture of security, we have
to be the one to decide. “Our involvement with Ukraine
is not just to prevent a Russian victory but for us to
decide our own future and to be around the table be-
cause Ukraine is part of our continent.” Macron add-
ed: “There is no future for ourselves and our children
if we are not in a situation to build the new architec-
ture of security of arms control in our neighbourhood.
We have to be the one who decides for ourselves and
not delegate it to others, even if they are very good al-

lies, because they live on the other side of the ocean.”

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD:Bushra Bibi,
the wife of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan, has challenged the au-
thorities” move to imprison
her at Bani Gala residence
to serve a 14-year sentence
in the Toshakhana case.
Last month, Bushra Bibi
was imprisoned at her Is-
lamabad residence after ac-
countability sentenced the
couple to 14 years in jail in
the Toshakhana case.
Authorities had declared the
Bani Gala residence a “sub-
jail” to confine the former
first lady at the request of
Adiala jail superintendent.
Bushra and Khan were
awarded a 14-year jail term,
each, when accountability
court’s Judge Muhammad
Bashir announced the ver-
dict in the case related to
the illegal sale of state gifts.
The court also disqualified
the former prime minister
for 10 years from holding
public office besides impos-
ing a fine of Rs1.57 billion
— 787 million each — on
the couple. In the petition
today, Bushra Bibi said just
like other political workers
of the party, she is ready
and willing to serve her sen-
tence in the “Ordinary Jail
Premises at Adiala Jail, Adi-
ala rather than the declared
sub-jail at her residence”.

People faced
consequences
of removing
Nawaz, says
Marriyum

ABID Raza

LAHORE: PML-N spokes-
person Marriyum Aurang-
zeb on Tuesday said the
large rallies held by the par-
ty were a proof that the peo-
ple knew that Nawaz Sharif
- the party supremo who is
seeking another mandate
for a record fourth term in
office — always fulfilled the
promises he made.

The people experienced
the consequences of the
elder Sharif’s removal in
2017, she said, adding
that hate and abuse was
spread in the society af-
ter the move, which dam-
aged the country.
Addressing a press con-
ference at the PML-N
headquarters at Model
Town, Marriyum said
the latest Transparency
International report was
negated the very people
who raised the slogans of
“thieves” and “dacoits”.

CJCSC Gen Sahir meets
Saudi defence minister

StAFF REPORT

RIYADH: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (Chairman JCSC) General Sa-
hir Shamshad Mirza, while on official visit
to KSA, in connection with 2nd World De-
fence Show called on His Royal Highness
i Prince Khalid Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud, Minister of Defence, KSA and
discussed strategic / security issues and
opportunities to enhance defence coop-
eration between the two brotherly coun-
| tries. The Chairman JCSC also visited
stalls of different organizations from Pa-
kistan and inaugurated Al-Fatah-II Missile
_ stall at World Defence Show.

The Chairman also held meetings
with His Excellency General Fayyadh
bin Hamed Al-Ruwaili, Chief of Gener-
al Staff KSA and Lieutenant General
Fahad bin Abdullah AL-Muter, Chief of
Royal Saudi Land Forces, KSA.

Antony Blinken meets Egyptian
mediators for Gaza cease-fire

NEews DEsk

CAIRO: The United States continued to push for a cease-
fire in Gaza Tuesday as Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met Egyptian leaders in Cairo. Blinken’s visit also comes
amid growing concerns in Egypt about Israel’s stated inten-
tions to expand the combat in Gaza to areas on the Egyp-
tian border that are crammed with displaced Palestinians.
Israel’s Defense Minister has said Israel’s offensive will
eventually reach the town of Rafah, on the Egyptian bor-
der, where more than half of Gaza’s 2.3 million people have
sought refuge and are now living in increasingly miserable
conditions. U.N. humanitarian monitors said Tuesday that
Israeli evacuation orders now cover two-thirds of Gaza’s
territory, driving thousands more people every day toward
the border areas. Egypt has warned that an Israeli deploy-
ment along the border would threaten the peace treaty
the two countries signed over four decades ago. Egypt
fears an expansion of combat to the Rafah area could push
terrified Palestinian civilians across the border, a scenar-
io Egypt has said it is determined to prevent.

Blinken, who met Tuesday with Egyptian President Ab-

del-Fattah el-Sissi, has said repeatedly that Palestinians
must not be forced out of Gaza. During his latest trip, Blink-
en is seeking progress on a cease-fire deal, on potential
normalization of relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia,
and on preventing an escalation of regional fighting. On all
three fronts, Blinken faces major challenges. Hamas and
Israel are publicly at odds over key elements of a poten-
tial truce. Israel has dismissed the United States’ calls for
a path to a Palestinian state, and Iran’s militant allies in
the region have shown little sign of being deterred by U.S.
strikes. Egypt — along with Qatar, where Blinken will be
later Tuesday - have been trying to mediate an agreement
between Israel and Hamas that would lead to the release of
more hostages in return for a several-weeklong pause in Is-
raeli military operations. The outlines of such a deal were
worked out by intelligence chiefs from the U.S., Egypt, Qa-
tar and Israel late last month and have been presented
to Hamas, which has not yet formally responded. U.S.
officials said Blinken is hoping to get an update on the
Hamas response to the proposal in both Cairo and Doha.
Blinken will then travel to Israel to brief Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his War Cabinet on
Wednesday about what he heard from the Arab leaders.
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