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People's mandate should be respected

Capable people
kicked out of
politics: Alvi

President says if their confidence in the system was
shaken, it would not be in the country’s interest,
and called for respecting the mandate of the people

FaisaL Sueikn / DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi has said that political
inclusion is imperative for financial inclusion to put the
country on the path of progress and prosperity. He hailed
millions of young voters who had expressed their confidence
in the democratic system. He added that if their confidence
in the system was shaken, it would not be in the country’s
interest, and called for respecting the mandate of the people.
He maintained that the blockage of social media websites in
Pakistan was due to the lack of intellectual capacity to handle
criticism. He also lamented that capable people were being
kicked out of politics. The President gave these remarks
while addressing the third edition of Hosting Business Net
2024, a platform to promote financial inclusion and digital
transformation and recognize the contributions of compa-

Kakar vows
punishment to
violent trolls

PM Kakar says some elements
blackmailing and pressurising civil
servants to switch their loyalties

DNA

At IC]

Palestinian
accuses Israel
oi ‘apartheid’

FM Maliki calls
for ending double
standards
on Palestine

NEews DESK

THE HAGUE: Palestinians
are suffering “colonialism
and apartheid” under the
Israelis, foreign minister Ri-
yad Al-Maliki told the UN’s
top court Monday, urging
judges to order an immedi-
ate and unconditional end
to Israel’s occupation.

“The Palestinians have
endured colonialism and
apartheid... There are
those who are enraged by
these words. They should
be enraged by the reality
we are suffering,” Al-Ma-
liki told the International
Court of Justice (ICJ).

The ICJ is holding hear-
ings all week on the legal
implications of Israel’s
occupation since 1967,
with an unprecedented 52
countries, including the
United States and Russia,
expected to give evidence.
Israel will not participate

ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Ali Gohar Khan and Secretary General

Omar Ayub along with chiefs of MWM and Sunni Ittehad
addressing a press conference. — Photo Mudassar Raja

To grab reserved seats

P TI-backed
winners to join

Sunni Council

PM’s candidate Omar Ayub asserts
PTI will form govt in Centre;
ensure release of party founder

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaarul
Haq Kakar said on Monday that the state of Paki-
stan shall defend the civil servants in discharging
their constitutional duties, act against the “violent
trolls” and ensure “exemplary punishment” to
them. The statement came days after the Rawal-
pindi Commissioner, confessed to his “involve-

nies working in this sector. The ceremony was attended by
members of the business and diplomatic community.

Speaking on the occasion, the President called for enhanc-
ing the inclusion of deprived sections of society, especially
women and persons with disabilities, in the mainstream of
the economy through the digital transformation of the finan-
cial sector for socio-economic development. He said that fi-

in the hearings but submit-
ted a written contribution
dated July 24, 2023, in
which it urged the court to
dismiss the request for an
opinion. Speaking in the

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Barrister Gohar Khan Mon-
day announced that independent candi-
dates backed by the party will officially

nancial inclusion was not possible without political inclusion
of the people as excluding them from the development pro-
cess could have repercussions for the country. Expressing
concern over the slow decision-making and lack of leader-
ship in the country, the President said that Pakistan need-
ed good leadership and timely decision-making to put it on

Continued on Page 06

Faisal Javed
appears

in PHC,
gets relief

PHC Chief Justice
approves transit
bail petition
of PTI leader

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: PTI Senator
Faisal Javed came out from
hiding on Monday and se-
cured transit bail from the
PHC. PHC Chief Justice Mo-
hammad Ibrahim Khan ap-
proved the transit bail petition
of the PTI leader, who had not
been seen in public for a few
months now. The court grant-
ed relief to Javed against bail
bonds worth Rs100,000 and
ordered the PTI senator to ap-
pear before court concerned.
Talking to journalists outside
the court, he expressed joy
over being granted bail”.

Australian
HC meets
CM Naqgvi

ABID Raza

LAHOREL: Australian
High Commissioner Neil
Hawkins, upon the invitation
of Punjab Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi, watched the
PSL match at Gaddafi Stadi-
um. Mohsin Naqvi warmly
welcomed the Australian
High Commissioner, who
congratulated him on his
election as PCB Chairman.
Expressing his admiration
for the successful conduct
of PSL 9, the Australian
High Commissioner stat-
ed, “The enjoyment of the
match is doubled in the great
atmosphere at the Gaddafi
Stadium.” Mohsin  Naqvi
thanked the Australian High
Commissioner for attending
the match and expressed a
desire for stronger cricketing
ties, saying, “The people of
both Pakistan and Australia
love cricket. Cricket is a game
of peace. [ want the Australian
cricket team to come to Paki-
stan and play a series.”

ment in rigging election results in the city”, and
resigned from his post demanding to be “hanged
for doing injustice” to the Rawalpindi Division.
Chattha, in a press conference at the Rawalpindi
Cricket Stadium, claimed that 13 candidates from
Pindi were forcefully declared winners, adding that

Continued on Page 06

PTI candidates get relief

Peace Palace in The Hague,
where the IC] sits, the
minister appealed to the
judges to declare the occu-
pation illegal and order it to

Continued on Page 06

[ Senate
throws out

All three Capital seats
notifications suspended

The intra-court appeal was filed and challenged
single-member IHC CJ Justice Aamir Farooq
verdict dismissing the plea to suspend the victory
notification of NA 47, NA-47 and NA-48 constituencies

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD, FEB 19: The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) Monday division bench Justice
Mian Gul Hasan Aurezneb and Justice Arb-
ab Muhammad Tahir suspended the ECP
victory notification PMLN’s victory notifi-
cations of Islamabad’s NA-46, 47, 48 seats.
The IHC suspended notification of Tariq Fazl
Chaudhry from NA-47 against an intra-court
appeals. The intra-court appeal was filed and

Ali Amin Gandapur
promises economic

revival of KP

“Fake FIRs were lodged
against us all over the
country,” Gandapur says

BureaUu REPORT

PESHAWAR: Ali Amin Gandapur, Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chief minis-
ter nominee for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Monday warned those more loyal than
the king to correct themselves or be
prepared for punishment. Gandapur’s
comments came in light of the crack-
down against his party across the
country with several PTI workers and

bill seeking
rapists’ public
hanging

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Senate re-
jected a bill seeking to pub-
licly execute those convict-
ed of rape with a majority
vote on Monday, with par-
liamentarians strongly op-
posing the idea as a “coun-
ter-effective measure in
deterring sexual crimes”.
The upper house of parlia-
ment rejected the move to
amend the Pakistan Penal
Code, 1860, and Code of
Criminal Procedure, 1898,
through the Criminal Laws
(Amendment) Bill 2023
with a 24:14 vote. The bill
presented by Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi’s (JI) Senator Mushtaq
Ahmed was supported by
Senators Mehr Taj Roghani,
Kamran Murtaza, Maulana
Faiz Muhammad, Hafiz Ab-
dul Kareem, Kamal Ali Agha,
Abdul Qadir, and others.

Continued on Page 06

Continued on Page 06
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In response to a question about the delay in forming a government,
the spox said that the Pakistan election was generally steady and
smooth and China respected the choice of Pakistani people

DNA

BEIJING: A Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesperson
on Monday congratulated
Pakistan for holding general
elections of the national and
provincial assemblies in a
steady and smooth manner
and hoped that the political
parties in Pakistan could
work together to form a new
government after the polls.
“We noted that general elec-
tions in Pakistan were held in a generally steady and smooth
manner, and we offer our congratulations,” Mao Ning said
during her regular briefing in Beijing which resumed after
a 10-day pause in the wake of the Chinese New Year and
Spring Festival holidays. “As a close and friendly neighbour,
China fully respects the choices of Pakistani people and
sincerely hopes that relevant parties of Pakistan will work
together to uphold the political solidarity and social stability

Continued on Page 06

Fitch highlights
default risks as
uncertainty grips Pak

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Fitch Ratings, a global rating agen-
cy, on Monday said the close outcome of Paki-
stan’s election and resulting near-term political
uncertainty “may complicate” the country’s ef-
forts to secure a new financing agreement with
the International Monetary Fund (IMF). The on-
going $3-billion Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) is
scheduled to expire in March 2024. “A new deal
is key to the country’s credit profile, and we as-
sume one will be achieved within a few months,
but an extended negotiation or failure to secure it
would increase external liquidity stress and raise
the probability of default,” said Fitch Ratings.

Continued on Page 06

join the Sunni Ittehad Council (SIC) in
the National Assembly (NA) as well as in
provinces including Punjab and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP). The development comes
a day after PTI’s senior leaders, Barrister
Gohar, Omar Ayub, along with SIC head
Sahibzada Hamid Raza, visited the Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen (MWM) Central Sec-
retariat in Islamabad and held discussions
on prospects of closer cooperation in par-
liament and at the provincial level.

MWM Chairman Allama Raja Nasir Abbas
Jafri, Vice Chairman Allama Ahmed Igbal
Rizvi, and others were also present. The
meeting discussed the country’s politi-
cal situation and important issues in the
wake of recently held elections and their
outcome. The party, which could not di-
rectly take part in elections due to the
non-allotment of electoral symbol, wants
its share of reserved seats for women and

Continued on Page 06
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Information Minister says
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) investigating
the allegations of rigging

MEenTAaB PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Minister for
Information, Broadcasting and Par-
liamentary Affairs Murtaza Solangi
on Monday said a high-level investi-
gation committee was constituted to
investigate the allegations leveled by
former Commissioner Rawalpindi Li-
aquat Ali Chatta regarding rigging in
the general election. Talking to media
persons after attending the meeting
of Senate Standing Committee on In-
formation and Broadcasting, he urged

Continued on Page 06
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Rainy weather

Rainy weather
grilled fish, chappli
kabab attract foodies

Peshawar is a unique ancient city, which is an attraction for
tourists and food lovers to relish its delectable traditional food
varieties including the mouth-watering chapli kabab, Peshawari

rice-pulao and fish varieties mostly brought from Malakand,

Hazara divisions, Punjab and Karachi as special winter offer

PESHAWAR: The grilled fish and chap-
li kabab outlets have started attracting
foodies in a bid to keep themselves
warm after torrential rains continued
lashing Khyber Pakhtunkhwa since last
night, which has turned the weather
extremely cold and chilly. In the wake
of increased chill and rainy weather
conditions since last night, the people
thronged to the outlets of mouth-water-
ing chappli kabab and grilled fried fish
at historic Qissa Khwani and Namak
Mandi where the delectable varieties
are being served with traditional qeh-
wa (green tea) and spicy sauces. Food
lovers are also getting food takeaways
for their loved ones at home to beat
the cold rainy weather. Peshawar is a
unique ancient city, which is an attrac-
tion for tourists and food lovers to relish
its delectable traditional food varieties
including the mouth-watering chapli
kabab, Peshawari rice-pulao and fish va-
rieties mostly brought from Malakand,
Hazara divisions, Punjab and Karachi
as special winter offer. The visitors,
while travelling on historic Qissa Kha-
wani and Namak Mandi bazaars in the
bustling city of Peshawar, can’t resist
the aroma of grilled fish and chapli ka-
bab being served with traditional gehwa
and spicy sauces till late at night. “The
tantalising aroma of trout and carp fish,
chappli kabab and chicken corn soup
with traditional gajar halwa and chicken
yakhni always attracted me to enjoy in
winter at Qissa Khawani bazaar having
about 3,000 years old history, said Sun-
das Amin, a lecturer of Statistics and
resident of Bannu district while talk-
ing to APP on Monday. She said that
it was her fifth visit to Qisa Khawani
during the ongoing winter season with

family. She said that visit to Peshawar
remains incomplete without enjoying
the mouth-watering chapli kabab and
grilled fish with green gehwa at Qissa
Khwani which is internationally known
for storytellers. She underlined that the
tourists while travelling to the subconti-
nent or Central Asia for trade had often
stayed here at night and swapped tales
of culture, civilizations, and traditions
besides day to day happening while
enjoying Chapli Kabab with tradition-
al gehwa. The visitors of Peshawar go
around to the historic Balahisar Fort,
Ghanta Ghar, Mohalla Sethian with
rare architecture and woodwork of its
buildings in a day-long trip and return
to Qissa Khwani for a night stay before
starting their journey to their destina-
tion for trade. Ghanta Ghar, a famous
fish trade hub in Peshawar also drew a
substantial number of seafood lovers
on Monday where the trade of fish in-
cluding mushka, rahu, simon, pomfret,
mahsher, and lobsters have significantly
increased after the cold wave caused by
heavy torrential rain has gripped Pesha-
war valley since last night.

A fish outlet owner at Ghanta Ghar,
Barkat Ullah said trout stock has been
brought from Swat and Mansehra dis-
tricts as a special winter offer to fulfil
Peshawarties’ pressing demands for
marriages and other parties. While eat-
ing fish at Ring Road Peshawar along
with friends, Zeeshan Qaiser a resident
of Wapda Town Peshawar said trout was
his favourite seafood as its meat was full
of proteins and vitamins besides easily
digestible. “When I was young, I visited
Swat with my father during winter to en-
joy the freshwater brown trout due to its
aromatic taste and spiciness amid snow-

fall. This winter, I did not go to Swat due
to the availability of the grilled and baked
trout fish at Peshawar”, he said. Dr Ziau-
llah Chamkani, senior medical specialist
at Government Lady Reading Hospital
Peshawar said there was an additional
burden on the heart, brains, joints, and
lungs of weak people and children due
to persistent cough, nausea, and frosts
in winter, adding consumption of fish
was the best available choice to help
reduce risks of these diseases. Besides
being the best source of proteins, vita-
mins, omega-3 fatty acids, phosphorus,
iron, and iodine, he said that consump-
tion of seafood helps improve digestion,
protects skin from dryness, and relieves
joints’ pains. Usman Ali, General Secre-
tary of the Swat Trout Fish Farming As-
sociation said that the business of trout
farmers shined in winter following an
increase in demands of consumers and
hotel industry from across the country.
He said about 150 trout farms existed
in Swat that engaged extra laborers to
meet the placed orders. He said about
2,500 people were directly associated
with trout farming in Swat where one
kilogram of trout was being sold at Rs
2000 to Rs 2500 per kilogram in the
open market. "Trout farming is a high-
ly profitable business and any farmer
having 35 marla land minimum and
proper water inflow and outflow system
can produce 2,250 kg trout by earning
about two million rupees profit after 15
months raring,”. Officials in the Fish-
eries Department told APP that un-
der the Trout Village Project (TVP),
around 93 small and large trout fish
farms were established in Malakand
and Hazara divisions under a 50:50%
cost-sharing formula basis.—APP

Kalam
receives 24

inches of
snowfall

PESHAWAR: The weath-
er in Kalam valley of Swat
became extremely cold on
Monday after 24 inches of
snowfall and 55mm rain
was recorded in this sce-
nic resort of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. According to the
Met Office, 55-millimeter
rain each was recorded in
Said Sharif and Kalam in
Swat while 24 inches of
snowfall was recorded dur-
ing the last 24 hours in Kal-
am. The Met Office further
informed that Malam Jabba
received 18 inches of snow-
fall while Drosh received 2
inches and Chitral and Dir
Upper received 0.8 inches
of snowfall.—APP

Senate
passes IIU
bill 2023

ISLAMABAD: The Senate
on Monday passed a bill of
the International Islamic
University, (Amendment)
bill-2023, with a majority
vote after a clause-by-clause
reading of the bill. The bill
moved by Senator Mushtaq
Ahmed, was aimed at ensur-
ing faculty representation
in the decision-making pro-
cess of the university. The
amendment was needed as
unlike other universities,
the IIU Islamabad current-
ly lacked this fundamental
requirement. —APP

POL 1mport bill shrinks
by 12.06% in 7 months

ISLAMABAD: The imports
of the overall petroleum
group contracted by 12.06
percent during the first seven
months of the current fiscal
year (2023-24) as compared
to the corresponding period
of the last year, the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) re-
ported. The total imports of
the petroleum group during
July-January (2023-24) stood
at $9,332.322 million against
the imports of $ 10,611.727
million during the same

period of last year Among
petroleum commodities, the
import of petroleum prod-
ucts declined by 25.94 per-
cent, from $ 4,889.799 mil-
lion last year to $ 3,621.420
million during the period
under review year whereas
petroleum crude dipped by
3.96 percent from $ 3,100.481
million to $ 2,977.671 million.
However, the imports of Lig-
uefied Natural Gas (LNG) in-
creased by 4.82 percent from
$ 2,192.489 million last year

to $ 2,298.144 million while
the import of Liquefied Pe-
troleum Gas (LPG) went up
by 1.47 per cent in the first
seven months and stood at
$434.991 million as com-
pared to $428.687 in the cor
responding period in 2022-23.
Meanwhile, on a yearonyear
basis, the petroleum group im-
ports witnessed an increase
of 0.03 percent during the
month of January 2024 as
compared to the same month
of last year.—APP

A

1] ]3] B8

KARACHI: First Lady Begum Samina Alvi, distributing mementos at the award distribution
ceremony organized by the Floral Arts Society, Gardenia Chapter.—DNA

Rain-wind
thunderstorm,
snowfall,
hailstorm
predicted

DNA

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Me-
teorological ~ Department
on Monday predicted more
rain-wind  thunderstorms,
and snowfall over the hills
with isolated heavy rain
hailstorms in most parts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Rain is predicted in Chi-
tral, Lower and Upper Dir,

Malakand, Buner, Swat,
Shangla, Kohistan, Batt-
agram, Torghar, Manseh-

ra, Abbottabad, Haripur,
Swabi, Mardan, Nowshera,
Peshawar, Charsadda, Ba-
jaur, Mohmand, Khyber,
Kurram, Orakzai, Hangu,
Kohat, Karak, Bannu, Lakki
Marwat, North and South
Waziristan, Tank and DI
Khan districts. Heavy rain
snowfall may disrupt and
cause closure of roads and
may cause landslides in
Chitral, Swat, Dir, Shang-
la, Kohistan, Battagram,
Torghar, Mansehra and
Abbottabad. Tourists are
advised to be cautious.
Rain Recorded in (mm): Pa-
shat-Bajaur 57, Saidu Sharif
and Pattan 55 (each), Kalam
52, Dir 49, Peshawar (Air-
port 46, City 43), Balakot
and Malamjaba 44 (each),
Takht Bai and Ghalani 41
(each), Mirkhani 40, Cher-
at 32, Drosh 30, Landikotal
29, Risalpur and Parachinar
25 (each), Chitral 21, Kakul
17, Kohat 15, Bannu 14,
Timergara 08 and DI Khan
Trace. Snow recorded (in
inches): Kalam 24, Malam-
jaba 18 and Chitral 01.

Cyber threats in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Kaspersky
experts discussed the evo-
lution of the cyberthreat
landscape in the region
during its 9th annual Cyber
Security Weekend - META
2024.. The focal point of
the discussions was the se-
curity of emerging technol-
ogy trends such as Al, that
are influencing the scale of
modern threats. In parallel,
threats targeting industrial
control systems within crit-
ical infrastructure, in the
Middle East, Africa, and Asia
were also discussed. Kasper-
sky’s Cyber Immunity ap-
proach took center stage as
a way to create solutions that
are virtually impossible to
compromise and that mini-
mize the number of potential

vulnerabilities. When look-
ing at the threat landscape
in Pakistan, Kaspersky’s
telemetry showed the num-
ber of overall cyberthreats
in the country increased by
17% in 2023 as compared
to 2022. Kaspersky blocked
16 million cyber attacks in
Pakistan in 2023. As per the
latest research by Kasper-
sky, a global cybersecurity
and digital privacy company,
24.4% of users in Pakistan
affected by online threats
in Pakistan. Dissecting the
threat landscape in Pakistan
further, Kaspersky experts
saw attacks using banking
malware rose by 59%, such
attacks designed to collect
online banking credentials
and other sensitive informa-

tion from infected machines.
Researchers also reported
an increase of 35% in trojan
attacks that disguise them-
selves as legitimate comput-
er programs but are used to
run malicious code by cyber-
criminals. In addition, ran-
somware attacks designed to
encrypt a victim’s data, files,
or system, making them ac-
cessible in exchange for a
payment, increased by 24%
in Pakistan. Also, the re-
searchers reported attacks
using spyware rose by 36%,
such attacks are malicious
software that enters a us-
er’s computer, gathers data
from the device and user,
and sends it to third parties
without their consent. “Be-
ing an emerging country

increased by 17%

and accepting digital trans-
formation at good pace, Pa-
kistan has very important
role to play in Asia. As the
cybersecurity  landscape
evolves, cyber threats con-
tinue to become diverse
and sophisticated. This
trend is particularly evident
due to the emergence of
advanced technologies like
Al and the escalating geo-
political and economic tur-
bulence within the META
region. These factors col-
lectively contribute to the
surge in cybercrime and the
heightened complexity of
cyberattacks.”, comments
Amin Hasbini, Director of
META Research Center
Global Research and Anal-
ysis Team (GReAT)—DNA

Conference on interfaith
harmony begins at IUB

BAHAWALPUR: The first two-day
international conference on inter-
faith harmony has started at the
Islamia University of Bahawalpur.
In his presidential address in the
opening session, Senior Dean Fac-
ulty of Chemical and Biological
Sciences Prof. Dr. Shazia Anjum
said that the main theme of this
year is the role of religious harmo-
ny in global sustainability. At this Dr.
conference, from many countries
including Pakistan, Brunei Darus-
Belgium
and Malaysia eminent scholars
like Prof. Dr. Muhammad Akram,
Prof. Dr. Tne Wickman, Prof. Dr.
Charles Cohen, Prof. Dr. Muham-
mad Mumtaz Ali, Prof. Dr. Herman,
Prof. Dr. Christopher Miller, Prof.
Dr. Kulsoom Pracha, Pandit Marari

salam, USA, Uganda,

ment of Islamic Studies, Bahauddin
Zakaria University Multan, Prof.
Dr. Abdul Qadoos Suhaib, Chair-
man Islamic Research Center, Ba-
hauddin Zakaria University Multan,
Prof. Dr. Zia ur Rahman, Prof. Dr.
Abdul Ghaffar, Dr. Abu-ul-Hasan
Shabbir Ahmed, Dr. Muhammad
Imran, Dr. Ayesha Qurarat-ul-Ain
and Dr. Riaz Ahmed Saeed, Prof.
Saeed Ahmed participated.
She said that the purpose of es-
tablishing educational institutions
is not only to equip students with
education but to solve social prob-
lems is also an important manifes-
to of educational institutions. In
this way, the creation of modern
knowledge becomes possible or the
ways are developed for it. Being a
history-making institution, the Isla-

teachers, along with the most reli-
able Muslim, Christian, Hindu, and
Sikh scholars and professors of uni-
versities and colleges of Pakistan.
The participation of
people in the area is also expected.
The conference aims to review the
role of religion in peace-building, in-
terfaith harmony, and sustainable
development. In this way, solutions
to the problems faced by the minor-
ities and majorities in Pakistan, the
promotion of peace, and the study
of religions will be paved. The con-
ference is going to provide a plat-
form for researchers and students
from all over the world to present
their research on interfaith harmo-
ny and tolerance to experts. Since
efforts for interfaith harmony and
peace have not been made in such

influential

Rana, Chairman of the Department
of Media and Communication Stud-
ies, Shahzad Ahmed Khalid, Di-
rector of Public Relations, senior
faculty members, employees, and
students were present. Prof. Dr.
Sheikh Shafiq ur Rahman, Dean
Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Stud-
ies, while appreciating the efforts
of the Department of Religious
Studies, gave a message that un-
doubtedly, the Islamia University of
Bahawalpur has always done more
than its share for the promotion of
social values and peace. The par-
ticipation of scholars, the gathering
of people of different religions, and
the participation of international
scholars in this conference show
their confidence in the university,
while this process speaks of their

Sherry challenges proposed
public executions

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Senator
Sherry Rehman, Vice Pres-
ident of the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP), on Mon-
day strongly opposed the
proposal by Jamat-e-Islami’s
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed to
introduce public executions
for rapists through amend-
ments to the Pakistan Penal
Code (PPC) and Criminal
Procedure Code, calling it
a counter effective measure
in deterring sexual crimes
and urged improved prose-
cutions and investigations
to address the matter.

Speaking during a session
of the Senate, she said:
“The Peoples Party has
always had a principled
stance against the death
penalty, whether public
or private. While the PPP
staunchly condemns rape
as a heinous and grave
crime, calling for the death

penalty or public execu-
tions, as seen in various
countries, have not proven
to be effective in deterring
sexual crimes. We must
prioritize enhancing prose-
cutions and investigations
rather than resorting to
barbarism and violence
within society.”

She added that there have
been historical attempts
at public executions dur-
ing Ziaul Haq’s era which
failed to reduce crime. “If
public hanging is advocat-
ed for one crime, it will
be demanded for other
offenses as well. The PPP
focuses on the importance
of addressing the prevail-
ing anger towards vio-
lence and sexual crimes
through  comprehensive
measures, including im-
proved funding for the
police, enhanced criminal
investigations, and better
training for officers han-
dling rape cases.”

Further stressing the

PPP’s commitment to
human rights principles,
Senator Rehman advo-
cated for comprehensive
solutions and the real-
location of resources to
better support survivors.
“We reject the notion that
public hangings serve as
an effective solution and
call for careful considera-
tion of crimes, fair trials,
and increased conviction
rates as more practical
deterrents,” she said, add-
ing that Pakistan already has
life-sentence punishment for
rape. “There is a need for a
nuanced and well-thoughtout
approach to address crimes
against women, focusing on
comprehensive legal reforms
and cultural changes rather
than resorting to public ex-
ecutions. In contemporary
21st-century society, we can-
not revert to medieval prac-
tices, as public executions to
eliminate crimes; instead, they
will have other detrimental
effects on society.”

‘Equipping students with
IT, Al crying need of hour’

MULTAN: Governor of
Punjab, Muhammad
Baligh Ur Rehman has
said that equipping stu-
dents with Information
Technology (IT) and Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) is
the dire need of the hour.
Addressing a convocation
of a private institute here
on Monday, he stated in
the modern era, acquir-
ing knowledge of modern
sciences and arts is es-
sential for progress and
success. He informed that
hard work and consistency

play a crucial role in the
journey of progress.

Instead of reacting to
false and misleading infor-
mation on social media,
ensure a research-based
approach, the governor
advised the students add-
ing that reacting against
corruption should be based
on real data and facts from
international organizations.
Rehman noted that destruc-
tion and violent protests
were extremely detrimen-
tal to the country. He said
that determining those

who merely talk against
corruption and those who
take practical actions was
imperative. the governor
said success in education is
possible through collabora-
tion with the private sector.
Honesty and high moral val-
ues are the keys to success
in practical life, he maintained.
Vice Chancellors (VCs) of pub-
lic and private universities be-
sides parents and graduating
students were in attendance.
Earlier, the governor dis-
bursed medals and degrees to
the students.—APP
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Lal Badhanal, Reverend Munawar mia University of Bahawalpur is the  a systematic manner in the history sincere efforts to establish peace Branch ODFfFflcescs
Shahzad Umar, Prof. Dr. Mustafa  guardian of such binding traditions. = of Bahawalpur, it is said that this in society. The guest of honor, o el ey
Muhammad Rizq, Prof. Dr. Ghulam  Along with the training of students, conference will be a historic one  Dr. Tanveer Qasim, Director of 4.y P oyttt s oy PO

Shamsur Rahman, Prof. Dr. Arshad
Munir Laghari, Prof. Dr. Altaf Hus-
sain Langriyal, Chairman Depart-

successful efforts have been made
to solve social problems. On this
occasion, along with students and

for South Punjab. In the inaugu-
ral session, Registrar Muhammad
Shaji ur Rahman, Prof. Dr. Shahzad

Coordination, at the Punjab High-
er Education Commission, said
that Islam means peace.—APP
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National
Days and

Armed
Forces Days

FEBRUARY
Feb 04/Sri Lanka
National Day
Feb 06/N. Zealand
National Day
Feb 06/Uganda
Army Day
Feb 11//Iran
Revolution day
Feb 16/DPR Korea
National Day
Feb 16/Lithuania
National Day
Feb 18/Gambia
National Day

Feb 19/Nepal
Democracy Day
Feb 23/Uzbekistan
National Day
Feb 23/Brunei
National Day
Feb 23/Guyana
National Day

Feb 23/Russia
National Army Day

Feb 23/Tajikistan

Armed Forces Day
Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day

Hotels &
_Restaurants

Serena Hotel....111 133 133

i R k|

[

O als;

..,6,,“

T

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad.............. 9222596

Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20

»
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIA FlightInfo................ 114
PIA Cargo.............. 9280979
Railway Inquiry.............. 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...oiiiiinene 9281092

»
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Hospltals

CMH.....cccoevvrereeranne 5611111
MH....coveviririreenene 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ... ...5556311-4
RGH.....ooeveevenenns 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS.....ccoeuenene 9261170-79
Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
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Shifa International 4603666
g
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Departments
CDA.....cccevvenne. 9221334-43
CDA.....coeevvennes 9208301-04
Met Office.......... 9250360-6

5555864
5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Foreign diplomats laud
ourism potential of Chakwal

The delegation members thanked the Islamabad and Chakwal Chambers of Commerce for
organizing such a wonderful tour of Chakwal and said that it would always be a memorable

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
and Chakwal Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry organized a
cultural caravan of foreign diplo-
mats to the district Chakwal to
show them the tourism poten-
tial of the area. Diplomats from
Azerbaijan, Egypt, Kyrgyzstan,
Kenya, Iran, Norway, Nepal,
the Philippines, and Uzbeki-
stan were in the cultural cara-
van. Zafar Bakhtawari, former
President ICCI, and Secretary
General, UBG Pakistan also ac-
companied the caravan.

The caravan visited the Uni-
versity of Chakwal where Prof.
Dr. Muhammad Bilal Khan,
Vice Chancellor, and Dr. Samia
Anwar of the Department of
Archeology warmly welcomed
them. They briefed the foreign
diplomats about the historical
and archeological sites of Chak-
wal that attract tourists world-
wide.

The caravan also visited the
Katas Raj Temples, which hold
immense historical and reli-
gious significance. Prof. Dr.
Muhammad Bilal Khan, Vice
Chancellor, and Dr. Samia
Anwar, Department of Arche-
ology, University of Chakwal
briefed the caravan about the
history of the Katas Raj Tem-
ples, which are dedicated to
Lord Shiva, surrounded by a

beautiful pond and date back
to the 6th century. The cara-
van was informed that these
temples are one of the most
important Hindu pilgrimage
sites in Pakistan and members
of the Hindu community from
Pakistan and abroad visit this
place every year as a part of
their spiritual journey.

Qazi Muhammad Akbar, Group
Leader of the Chakwal Cham-

tour for them as they have fully enjoyed it

ber of Commerce and Industry
organized a reception in honor
of the cultural caravan at Kalar
Kahar, which is another amaz-
ing tourist site in the area. Mian
Khawar Saleem, a member of
the Chakwal Chamber of Com-
merce hosted the lunch in honor
of the cultural caravan.

Speaking on the occasion, Ahsan
Bakhtawari, President, Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce said

that ICCI had already taken a del-
egation of foreign diplomats to
Skardu last year, and this cultur-
al caravan in collaboration with
Chakwal Chamber of Commerce
is a part of showing the foreign
diplomats the wonderful tourist
places of Chakwal to promote
tourism in the area. He hoped
that the foreign diplomats would
encourage the people of their re-
spective countries to visit Paki-

stan to see its real beauty and in-
vest in its tourism infrastructure,
which offers great investment op-
portunities to foreign investors.
Waqar Bakhtawari, President,
Chakwal Chamber of Commerce
said that the incidents of terror-
ism in Pakistan had affected the
tourism industry. He said that
with the efforts of armed forces
and security agencies, Pakistan
has now established peace and
foreign tourists should visit Paki-
stan to take benefit of its tourism
potential. Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Bilal Khan, Vice Chancellor,
University of Chakwal said that
his university organizes various
programs to promote tourism
in Chakwal and resolved that he
would continue to promote this
noble cause in the future. The
delegation members thanked the
Islamabad and Chakwal Cham-
bers of Commerce for organizing
such a wonderful tour of Chakw-
al and said that it would always
be a memorable tour for them as
they have fully enjoyed it.

Spring festival signaling positive
outlook for Chinese economy

China’s tourism market dazzled during the recently concluded
eight-day Spring Festival holiday, culminating on Feb 17,
underscoring the nation’s economic vitality. Surpassing expecta-
tions, both domestic travel and spending soared to record heights,
showcasing a remarkable rebound in consumption post-COVID-19

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Spring Fes-
tival celebrated across
China, signaling positive
outlook for Chinese econ-
omy in 2024, according to
a report carried by Gwadar
Pro on Monday. China’s
tourism market dazzled dur-
ing the recently concluded
eight-day Spring Festival
holiday, culminating on Feb
17, underscoring the nation’s
economic vitality. Surpass-
ing expectations, both do-
mestic travel and spending
soared to record heights,
showcasing a remarkable
rebound in consumption
post-COVID-19. The surge
in travel and spending un-
derscores renewed optimism
among Chinese consumers,
illuminating the resilience
and potential of China’s con-
sumption market, a pivotal
driver of economic growth.
Analysts are now fairly bull-
ish on China’s economic re-
covery for 2024 and beyond,
citing robust policy support
and a host of favorable indi-

cators.

Amidst uncertainties, Chi-
na’s buoyant holiday season
has offered a beacon of hope,
signaling a brighter future
for the world’s second-larg-
est economy.  According
to data from the Ministry
of Culture and Tourism
released on Sunday, a stag-
gering 474 million domestic
trips were made, marking
a remarkable 34.3 percent
year-on-year increase. Equal-
ly impressive was the surge
in total domestic tourism
spending, soaring by 47.3
percent to approximately
632.69 billion yuan ($87.95
billion). Of particular note
is the remarkable growth
compared to pre-pandemic
levels, with the number of
trips and total spending sur-
passing those of the same
period in 2019 by 19 percent
and 7.7 percent, respectively.
The Ministry of Culture and
Tourism attributes this surge
to various favorable factors,
including heightened willing-
ness among urban and rural
residents to travel and sup-
portive government policies.
The extended Lunar New

Year holiday in China this
year, stretching beyond
the usual seven days, has
further sparked a surge
in tourism-focused trips
across the country. With an
additional day to explore,
travelers have gravitated
towards destinations offer-
ing diverse experiences,
from the warm vistas of
Kunming and Sanya to the
wintry charm of Harbin’s
Ice-Snow World. Southern
locales boasting tropical
climates have emerged as
top picks, with Kunming in
Yunnan province and Sanya
in Hainan province drawing
significant interest. The
Ministry of Culture and
Tourism reported a nota-
ble surge in both inbound
and outbound travel, with
over 3.6 million overseas
trips and 3.23 million visits
from international travelers
to the Chinese mainland.
This surge translated into
a staggering 13.52 million
inbound and outbound
trips, marking a threefold
increase from the previous
year. The impressive per-
formance of the tourism

market underscores Chi-
na’s growing importance as
a global travel destination
and highlights the endur-
ing appeal of its rich cul-
tural heritage and diverse
landscapes to visitors from
around the world. The Min-
istry of Culture and Tour-
ism spearheaded “Happy
Chinese New Year” themed
events, setting the stage
for a vibrant cultural and
tourism landscape. Local
governments complement-
ed these initiatives by of-
fering consumption incen-
tives, including tourism
coupons, amplifying eco-
nomic activity during the
festive period. The results
speak volumes: the Minis-
try of Commerce report-
ed a substantial uptick in
sales of festive goods, with
key retail sectors like or-
ganic food and jewelry expe-
riencing double-digit growth.
Notably, 2023 witnessed
record-breaking retail sales,
with consumption emerging
as the primary driver of eco-
nomic expansion, contributing
a remarkable 82.5 percent to
overall growth.

‘Judiciary last
hope of country’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Country
has been facing with very
serious issues and in this
situation judiciary is the last
hope for the country, said
Aafia Movement leader and
noted neurophysician of the
country Dr Fowzia Siddiqui,
here Sunday. She said we
came here to attend hearing
of Dr Aafia Siddiqui case, but

it was cancelled as the hon-
orable judge of Islamabad
High Court (IHC) Justice
Sardar Ejaz Ishaque Khan
was ill. She prayed for his
early recovery. She said the
court has played a due role
in this case which is about
the human rights of Dr Aafia
Siddiqui. She said the holy
month of Ramadan is about
to come and she would ap-
peal the whole nation to pray
for the country, as well as, Dr

Aafia Siddiqui. Jamaat-els-
lami (JI) Senator Mushtaq
Ahmed Khan on the occa-
sion said that the role of the
honorable court in this case
is very positive. He said
new parliament is about to
be formed and he would
appeal it to take meaningful
steps for an early release of
Dr Aafia Siddiqui. He also
welcomed the lawyer of Aa-
fia Siddiqui Clive Stafford
Smith and said that his role
in this case is very helpful
and crucial. He said he is
taking good efforts on this
case. He appealed to the
nation to support the noble
cause of Dr Aafia Siddiqui.

CDA taking steps to ensure
uninterpted water supply

ISLAMABAD: The Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) is working on mul-
tiple projects to meet the
acute shortage of water in
the city of Islamabad in the
summer. The water supply
department has started the
annual cleaning work of
Khanpur Canal which will be
completed by the end of this
month. Since water is sup-
plied from Khanpur to the
residents of Sectors G-10,
G-11, F-10, F-11, and D-12
of Islamabad, and due to the
annual cleaning campaign of
Khanpur Canal, the water
supply should be reduced by
50 percent in these sectors.
The shortage of water in
these sectors will be fulfilled
by Sangjani Water Works in-
cluding Simli Dam. However,
to ensure an uninterrupted
water supply to the residents
before the arrival of summer,
the cleaning work of the
canal will be completed by

the end of this month. After
which, water supply will be
restored in the said sectors
as per schedule. It should
be noted that due to the
lack of sufficient rains in
monsoon and winter, the
water level in the dams has
become very low. Due to
the lack of required rains,
the amount of water in
Khanpur Dam has reduced
to 21 percent and in Simli
Dam to 50 percent. That
is, 80 percent in Khanpur
Dam and 50 percent in
Simli Dam have been re-
duced. The Water Supply
Wing has reduced the sup-
ply of water from Khanpur
Dam by 60 percent, which
means that instead of 10
million gallons, only four
million gallons of water is
being received daily. More-
over, during the cleaning
campaign of Khanpur Ca-
nal, the tanker service was
also alerted in the said sec-

tors so that timely solving
of the received complaints
is possible in all circum-
stances. Residents of said
sectors can also avail water
tanker service by calling:
(051)9106580. Similarly, in
view of the facilities of the
citizens, the Water Supply
Wing has also issued a help-
line number: 03357775444
so that all possible facilities
can be provided to the citi-
zens. On this occasion, the
administration CDA while
appreciating the steps tak-
en by the water supply de-
partment, has asked that
the steps taken for unin-
terrupted supply of water
in the city should be accel-
erated. The Water Supply
Department of the CDA has
also appealed to the citi-
zens to be careful in using
water and avoid wastage
of water so that maximum
water can be used by the citi-
zens. —APP

Record

turnout

showed
_public trust
indemocracy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
National Business Group
Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and In-
tellectuals Forum, and All
Karachi Industrial Alliance,
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain,
said on Monday that the
record turnout during the
recent elections proved
the trust of the masses in
the democratic process.
Despite record inflation,
poverty, unemployment,
and instability, more than
six million people exercised
their right to vote, which
shows that they are not dis-
appointed with democracy
and they want a contin-
uation of democracy, he
said. Talking to the busi-
ness community, Mian
Zahid Hussain said that
incompetence, misman-
agement, and corruption
have led to the fall of the
country’s economy which
needs efforts for revival.
The debt burden has in-
creased a lot; the power,
gas, and other sectors are
in trouble; and circular
debt has touched Rs 6,000
billion. The business lead-
er said that failing gov-
ernment companies are
wasting trillions of rupees
every year, the economy
is suffering from wrong
priorities, and Pakistan’s
GDP is expected to remain
at only two percent.

COMSTECH organizes
international workshop

MEenTaB PirRzADA

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH, ICESCO and Songhai Center,
in Benin jointly organized 5-day international training
workshop on innovative practices for the development of a
sustainable agri-business for the future at Songhai Center
in Porto-Novo the capital city of Benin. H.E. Mr. Gaston
Cossi Dossouhoui, Minister of Agriculture, Livestock and
Fisheries, H.E. Mr. José Didier Tonato Minister of Living
Environment and Sustainable Development, H.E. Mayor
Oumar Ba, President AMS/CCT-UMOA, Dr. M. Sharif,
Advisor, Science and Technology, ICESCO, Dr. Salimane
Karimou, President, National Commission in Benin, and H.
E. Prof. Dr. Godfrey Nzamujo, Director General Songhai
Center addressed the inaugural session held on Monday.
Prof. Dr. M. Igbal Choudhary, Coordinator General COM-
STECH said that the idea of organizing this field based,
hands on training course was discussed in Niamey Niger
where he had the honor of hosting legendary Prof. Dr. God-
frey. He readily agreed, and now we are pleased that we
have plan to take “Songhai Phenomena” to other OIC mem-
ber states. He said that we consider Songhai a miracle, an
unparalleled story of human perseverance, dedication, and
intellect. Prof. Choudhary informed that this training work-
shop has participation from over 10 OIC member states
with physical participants from Benin, Togo, Niger, Mali,
Burkina Faso, Senegal, and Chad, and we also have virtual
participants from Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Pa-
kistan, Nigeria, Ivory Coast, Burkina Faso, Turkey, Togo,
Mali, Cameroon, and Chad. He said that this training will
address the challenges in achieving food security through
sharing of knowledge and experiences, application of sci-
ence, technology and climate smart agricultural technolo-
gies. He said that this innovative workshop is planned to
build broad-based and sustainable solutions to the chal-
lenges of our present food and agricultural systems and
make participants discover a holistic vision of the world
that is foundational to the SDGs.
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ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Agricultural Research
Council (PARC) in collabo-
ration with the Global Alli-
ance for Improved Nutrition
(GAIN) is hosting the Pa-
kistan Food System Dash-
board (FSD) initiative. With
a shared commitment to
evidence generation, PARC
and GAIN are spearhead-
ing efforts to support the
formulation of food-related
policies in Pakistan.

The cornerstone of this
collaboration is the scal-
ing up of data collection
on diet quality through the
utilization of Diet Quality
Questionnaires (DQQ), de-
veloped by the esteemed
Global Diet Quality Project
(GDQP), a collaborative ef-
fort between GAIN, Gallup,
and Harvard University.
This questionnaire serves
as an invaluable tool for
assessing and monitoring
dietary habits within popu-
lations. The GDQP, operat-
ing on a global scale, aims
to gather comprehensive
dietary quality data from
adult population world-
wide. To date, it has suc-
cessfully released country
adapted DQQs for over
104 countries—DNA
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CDNS attains
Rs 1030 bn
targetsin
fresh hond

ISLAMABAD :The Central
Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) has attained a
target of Rs 1030 billion in
fresh bonds in the current
fiscal year, from July 1 to
February, 19. The CDNS
surpassed the annual tar-
get and achieved the target
of Rs 1.6 trillion in fresh
bonds in the current fiscal
year, the senior official of
CDNS told. He said this
was a Rs 200 billion addi-
tional annual target than
the target of Rs 1300 billion
for the previous financial
year 2021-22. “The CDNS
has set a reviewed saving
target of Rs 1.4 trillion for
the current financial year
(2021-22) which will pro-
mote savings culture in the
country,” he said. Given
the current market trend
in the country, the ambi-
tious target had been set
to improve the savings cul-
ture further, he added. The
official said that work was
being done on institutional
reforms in CDNS and new
reforms and innovations
were being introduced. “At
this time Automated Teller
Machine (ATM) has also
been introduced in CDNS
which will provide enough
facilities to the users,” he
added. Replying to a ques-
tion, he said the CDNS had
collected an investment of
Rs 55 billion by January 9,
2023-24, through Islamic
investment bonds. The of-
ficial added that the directo-
rate had set a target of Rs
75 billion for the new finan-
cial year 2023-24 for Islamic
finance bonds. Replying to a
question; he said the CDNS
aimed to introduce new di-
mensions in the Islamic fi-
nance sector.—APP

WASA on
high alert:
MD

RAWALPINDI: Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA)
Rawalpindi was put on high
alert to cope with urban
flooding following heavy
rain on Sunday night while
a rain emergency was also
declared directing the resi-
dents settled along Nullah
Lai and in low-lying areas
to remain on high alert and
move to safer places, said
Managing Director (MD),
WASA Muhammad Saleem
Ashraf. He informed that
twin cities, Rawalpindi and
Islamabad received heavy
rain on Sunday night and
all the arrangements were
finalized by the agency to
deal with flash flood. He
said that according to rain-
fall gauging stations, 27
mm rain was recorded at
Saidpur Village, 23 mm at
Golra, 17 mm at Bokra, 32
mm at Shamsaabad, 26 mm
at Chaklala, while water
level sensor data showed
7 feet at Kattarian and 3.4
feet at Gawalmandi. WASA
personnel were deployed
in different city areas along
with heavy machinery, the
MD said adding, WASA staff
was present particularly at
low-lying areas including
Raja Bazar, Bohar Bazar,
Jamia Masjid Road, Mur-
ree Road, Nadeem Colony,
Javed Colony, Sadigabad,
Satellite Town and other
areas. Water level in Nallah
Lai was being monitored
regularly, he said. The MD
informed that the operation
to remove stagnant rain wa-
ter was in progress in differ-
ent areas.—DNA

Wani seeks
probe into
mass rape

incidents

ISLAMABAD: Prominent
Hurriyat leader and Vice
Chairman Jammu Kashmir
National Front (JKNF) has
demanded an independent
and international probe
into mass-rape incidents
committed by the Indi-
an occupation forces in
the Indian-held territory
of Jammu Kashmir. In a
statement issued here on
Monday, Wani said that
the occupation forces de-
ployed in the restive re-
gion have been involved
in heinous crimes. Use
and abuse of power, har-
assment and humiliation
and sexual abuse, he said,
were among the dirtiest
war tactics the Indian
army has been using to
suppress Kashmiris’ legiti-
mate struggle for the right
to self-determination. He
said that being a vulner-
able segment of society,
the Kashmiri women have
been the worst victims of
Indian belligerence.—APP

ISLAMABAD: Families taking part in a quiz on the occasion of Euro Village festivities. —-DNA

New govt urged to work
for poverty reduction

The country has become too weak and can no longer afford the waste of funds; currently,
inflation is close to 30%, the budget deficit has reached 7% of GDP, and poverty is increasing due
to the continuous increase in the cost of electricity, gas, and petrol

FAISAL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Muhammad
Hanif Mughal, Chairman of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Shadbad, said
on Monday that the incoming
government should prioritise eco-
nomic development and poverty
reduction. The country cannot
afford any more lavish spending;
therefore, he said that wastage
should be curtailed while state-
run companies causing losses
to the tune of trillions of rupees
should be sold immediately. He
added that the NFC award is
weakening the federation; the
share of the provinces should be

reduced so that the federation
can service loans in a better way.
Dr. Hanif Mughal said in a state-
ment issued here today that the
country is currently in the grip
of severe crises, so the new gov-
ernment should keep economic
development and poverty reduc-
tion as its top priorities. He said
that inflation and lavish expens-
es should be reduced, and the
service of the public should be
made a priority so that the sit-
uation could be improved. The
country has become too weak
and can no longer afford the
waste of funds; currently, infla-
tion is close to 30%, the budget
deficit has reached 7% of GDP,

and poverty is increasing due to
the continuous increase in the
cost of electricity, gas, and pet-
rol. The high cost of energy is
hitting production and exports;
the income of the masses is de-
creasing, stoking poverty, while
it has become impossible for the
government to pay the interest
on the loans. Dr. Hanif Mughal
said that yearly, over eight mil-
lion people are born for whom
there is a severe shortage of
health, education, and other
facilities. He said that even in
these situations, the rulers are
unwilling to cut costs and disre-
gard merit. Failing public sector
companies are losing trillions

of rupees, but no government
wants to sell them, and the en-
tire burden has to be borne by
the poor. If government inter-
vention in public-sector compa-
nies is not reduced, it will not
be profitable. He said that under
the 7th NFC Award, 63 percent
of the total federal income is dis-
tributed among the provinces,
including Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir, Gilgit-Baltistan, and the for-
mer FATA. Politicians and bu-
reaucracy embezzle a large part
of these funds. Despite such
funds, there is no special devel-
opment work in provinces, and
the federal government does not
even have money to pay the in-

terest on the loans. When prov-
inces are unwilling to collect tax
money, why are they adamant
about spending it? he asked. He
said there is a need to reduce the
provinces’ share and increase the
federation’s share in the NFC
award. The financial condition
of the federation remains very
weak, so all the political parties
are ready to govern in the prov-
inces, but no one seems ready
to govern in the federation. If
the country’s condition is to
improve, instead of making loud
claims, it is necessary to bring
reforms to all sectors, including
business laws; otherwise, the
country will have no future.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
Ambassador in Azerbaijan
Bilal Hayee on Monday
met with Malaysia’s newly
appointed Ambassador to
Baku Ahmad Kamrizamil
and discussed with him bi-
lateral relations and the re-
gional situation. During the
meeting, they happily re-
called common friends from
the respective diplomatic
fraternities, Pakistan’s
embassay in Azerbaijan
posted on X. Meanwhile,
Pakistan’s High Commis-
sioner in Australia Zahid
Hafeez Chaudhri met with
Chief Executive Officer
of Tasmanian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(TCCI) Michael Bailey and
Trade Adviser Sally Chan-
dler. The two sides agreed
to enhance bilateral trade
cooperation.—APP

Excise deptt
provides civic
facilities at
Fatima Jinnah
Park

ISLAMABAD: Under ICT
doorstep initiative, the
Excise department is pro-
viding civic facilities to
residents of federal capital
to get their vehicle registra-
tion as well as access of var-
ious essential services at
Fatima Jinnah Park (Bolan
Gate) on Monday. On the
directives of Deputy Com-
missioner Islamabad, Irfan
Nawaz Memon, the excise
staff would be stationed at
the park’s parking lot from
3.00 to 5.00 pm, and the
citizens hailing from nearby
areas of Fatima Jinnah Park
Bolan Gate F-9 can get civ-
ic facilities through a dedi-
cated van, ICT Spokesman
Dr Abdullah Tabassum said.
He said that whether you
need a fuel permit for do-
mestic or commercial use,
or looking to register your
motor vehicle seamlessly,
the on-ground service will
ensure a swift and straight-
forward process. This in-
itiative aims to streamline
processes and provide ease
to the public regarding ve-
hicle registration, transfer,
and token tax procedures,
he added. —APP

Rice valuing
$2.115 bln exported

ISLAMABAD: Rice exports
from the country during the
first 07 months of the cur-
rent financial year grew by
95.26 as compared to the
exports of the correspond-
ing period of last year.

During the period from
July-January 2023-24, over
3.323 million metric tons of
rice valued at $2.115 billion
were exported as against
the exports of 1.982 million
tons worth $1.083 billion in
the same period of last year,
according to the latest data
released by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics. During
the period under review,
the exports of Basmati
Rice also grew by 35.59 per
cent as 398,764 metric tons
of commodity mentioned
above worth  $456.950
million were exported as
compared to the exports
of 320,751 metric tons
valued at $337.008 million
in the same period of last
year. In the last 07 months,
over 2.924 million metric
tons of rice other than the
Basmati valued at $1.658

million exported as against
the exports of 1.661 million
metric tons worth $746.434
million in the same period
of last year. During the peri-
od under review, food group
exports from the country
grew by 57.66 per cent as
different food commodities
valued at $4.267 billion
were exported as com-
pared to the exports of
$2.706 million in the same
period of last year. On the
other hand food group im-
ports into the country dur-
ing the first 07 months of
the current financial year
decreased by 21.09 per
cent as food imports came
down from $5.983 billion
in the first 08 months of
the last financial year to
$4.721 billion during the
same period of the current
financial year. The imports
of commodities including
wheat decreased by 28.81
per cent, soya bean oil
by 48.85 per cent, palm
oil by 34.13 per cent and
sugar by 42.75 per cent
respectively. It is worth

mentioning here that the
exports from the country
witnessed an increase of
7.89 per cent during the
first seven months of the
current fiscal year (2023-
24) compared to the cor-
responding period of last
year.

According to the latest
PBS data, exports from
the country increased up
to $17.782 billion during
July-January (2023-24)
as against the exports of
$16.481 billion in July-Jan-
uary (2022-23), showing a
growth of 7.89 per cent.
On the other hand, im-
ports into the country de-
clined by 14.11 per cent to
$30.949 billion this year
against the imports of
$36.034 billion last year.
Based on the figures, the
trade deficit during the
first seven months of the
current fiscal year was
recorded at $13.167 bil-
lion against the deficit of
$19.553 billion last year,
showing a sharp decline of
32.66 per cent.—APP

41,300 Kashmiris booked
under BJP’s rule

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Over 41,300
people, including APHC
leaders, were booked on
various charges by the
Hindutva BJP regime in
Indian illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK) since 2015 until Feb-
ruary 2024. The research
section of Kashmir Media
Service (KMS) released a
report revealing that dur-
ing the BJP’s rule in the
occupied territory in 2015,
over 41,300 people, mostly
Hurriyat leaders, leaders of
different political parties,
activists, Ulema, human
rights defenders, journal-
ists and social activists,
were arrested by Indian
authorities on fake charges.
Most of them were booked
under black laws such as
the Public Safety Act (PSA)
and the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).
The top Hurriyat leaders,
including APHC chairman
Masarrat Aalam Butt, Mu-

hammad Yasin Malik, Shab-
bir Ahmed Shah, Aasiya
Andrabi, Naheeda Nasreen,
Fehmeeda Sufi, Nayeem
Ahmad Khan, Ayaz Akbar,
Pir Saifullah, Merajuddin
Kalwal, Shahid-ul-Islam,
Farooq Ahmed Dar, Syed
Shahid Yousuf Shah, Syed
Shakeel Yousuf Shah, Bi-
lal Siddiqi, Molvi Bashir
Irfani, Mushtaq-ul-Is-
lam, Ameer Hamza, Dr.
Hameed Fayaz, Abdul
Ahmad Parra, Noor Mu-
hammad Fayaz, Fahim
Ramzan, Hayat Ahmed
Butt, Rafiq Ahmed Shah,
Advocate Zahid Ali, Zaf-
far Akbar Butt, Muham-
mad Yousuf Falahi, Rafiq
Ahmad Ganai, Umar Adil
Dar, Shabir Ahmed Dar,
Firdous Ahmed Shah, Ja-
hangir Ghani Butt, Saleem
Nanaji, Sajad Hussain Gul,
Muhammad Yasin Butt,
Shamsuddin Rehmani,
Hassan Firdousi, Fayaz
Hussain Jaferi, Adil Siraj
Zargar, Dawood Zargar,
Sarjan Barkati, and human
rights defender Khurrum,

were among those arrest-
ed. Most of them were
lodged outside the territo-
ry in Indian jails.

The report stated that at
least 33,150 people were
injured due to the Indian
forces’ use of brute force,
bullets, pellets, PAVA, and
tear gas shells. Addition-
ally, over a hundred youth
had their eyesight fully or
partially damaged by the
use of pellets and PAVA
ammunition on peaceful
and defenseless Kash-
miris during the period.
The report emphasized
that laws differ for Kash-
miris in the territory,
adding that the United Na-
tions should take notice of
the injustices in the Indian
judiciary, where the laws
are completely different
for the oppressed people
of Jammu and Kashmir.
These people have been
demanding justice and the
right to self-determination
for 75 years, as promised
to them by the United Na-
tions in its resolutions.

" Another )
spell of
heavy rain,
snowfall to
hit country
from 25 Feb:
Met official

ISLAMABAD: Chief Me-
teorologist at Pakistan
Meteorological Depart-
ment Dr Sardar Sarfaraz
on Monday said that a
fresh spell of rain, hail-
storms and snow is ex-
pected across the country
from Feb 25 where Kara-
chi city and Balochistan
province  will also wit-
ness light showers along
with thunderstorms.
Talking to a Private news
channel, he said that good
rains, besides snowfall in
the northern areas, are
expected in the country
from the next week un-
der the influence of west-
erly waves. The chilly
embrace of winter tight-
ened its hold on various
parts of the country on
Monday, as rain showers
blanketed regions includ-
ing Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and Kashmir, he
added. “We are expecting
some good rains from Feb
25, which will continue
till March or may even ex-
tend to April under the in-
fluence of westerly waves”,
adding that snowfall on
hills in the northern areas
is also expected during this
period, which would end
fog and smog in the coun-
try,” he added. He said un-
der this rain spell started
on Sunday many parts of
the country would witness
partly cloudy skies along
with drizzles and snow till
Wednesday. The wet spell
brought the winter chill
back to the region, and the
maximum rainfall and snow
were recorded in Rawlakot,
Kalam, Malam Jabba, Swat,
Gilyat and Murree. Swat
district also witnessed a
drop in temperatures as
rain fell in the plains and
light snowfall on the moun-
taintops.

He also advised the public
to take necessary precau-
tions during the expected
weather conditions.
Replying to a question, he
said Swat and Chitral have
been attracting an influx
of tourists and during this
spell, these spots will wit-

\ ess heavy snowfall. W,

Railways finalize plan to procure
230 passengers coaches

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways is finalizing a plan to procure 230 passenger coaches and
820 High Capacity Wagons under the Public Sector Development Programme (PSDP) aim-
ing help to improve the speed of the trains and ensure adherence to fixed timings. “Out of
the total, around 46 Completely-Built-Up (CBU) passenger coaches have been procured up
till now while the remaining 184 would be manufactured in the country and the couches
would be able to travel at the speed of 160km/h,” said an official in the Ministry of Railways.
He said Pakistan Railways is putting maximum efforts to complete rehabilitation and recon-
struction work on the railway track along with improving the speed of the locomotives to
carry passengers to their respective destinations on time. The infrastructure, including
the track and signaling system from Karachi to Peshawar, Main Line-I (ML-I), and
doubling of track from Lahore to Peshawar (462.20 Km) was also being revamped, he
added. The official noted that the length of the track was 1,726 kilometers and the de-
partment has planned to improve speed up to 160 kilometers per hour in the project of
up-gradation of ML-I under the China-Pak Economic Corridor (CPEC).—DNA
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Heating up world climate

THE news broke earlier this month that last year our planet breached

the 1.5C limit recognized by international consensus as representing

a catastrophic degree of climate change. On the same day, the British
Labour Party announced that it was ditching its flagship green policy, which
centred around plans for £28 billion of annual investments in environmental
projects. This extraordinarily poorly timed announcement not only demonstrat-
ed the political agility of an inebriated elephant, but also reinforced a common
perception of the party’s leader, Sir Keir Starmer, as a man who takes policy
commitments no more seriously than Boris Johnson has ever taken his wedding
vows. There’s a sense in which this latest Labour faux pas is representative of
its core strategic failing: That, in order to avoid causing any controversy that
might confound its route to power, it displays a feeble tendency to vacillate
which makes it appear increasingly unsuitable for that power. This must be
particularly frustrating for the party’s traditional supporters — even more so as
this particular U-turn came less than 24 hours after Mr. Starmer had become
“visibly furious” (as the BBC put it) following an especially crass remark made
by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak in the House of Commons. This was, after all,
the Keir Starmer that voters really wanted to see, but have rarely seen in recent
years — a man of authentic political passion and righteous moral anger.
As a former lawyer, the Labour leader knows the value of a certain amount of intel-
lectual pragmatism, but he should also be aware that it’s most often an appeal to
the heart which wins an argument. That’s why, for instance, at 97 years old, the vet-
eran British broadcaster and environmental campaigner, Sir David Attenborough,
remains far more popular with the general public than any British politician, even
among those who may not naturally tend to share his views on climate change. It
may of course be that Sir Keir fears that, if he tries mixing Red and Green, he’ll
end up simply looking Brown... and that Dr. Gordon Brown, Labour’s last Prime
Minister, who lost to the Conservatives fourteen years ago — and who now looks
surprisingly leftist and environmentalist when compared with Mr. Starmer — may
not be the party leader whose style and success he most wants to emulate. Indeed,
it’s been reported that Sir Keir’s flagship policy had been ditched at the insistence
of his Shadow Chancellor Rachel Reeves, a woman whose dour financial prudence
makes Gordon Brown’s own tenure at the Treasury seem exuberantly extravagant.
When one journalist pointed out that Labour had just rolled back on its biggest pol-
icy pledge just as the country’s gearing itself up for a general election, Ms. Reeves
responded that this abandoned commitment remained her party’s biggest policy.
Sadly, that may well be true. All this would seem disastrous for Labour were it not
for the fact that their woes are dwarfed by the insane extent of the Conservatives’
disarray. In fact, last week, as the country prepared for the latest two by-elections in
seats vacated by Conservative MPs (one departing in disgrace, the other quitting in
protest at the government’s reversal of its own green policies), The Observer news-
paper reported that the Tories had “given up the fight”. Last week, a cross-party
parliamentary committee declared that the British government’s plans to deport
asylum-seekers to the central African nation of Rwanda were incompatible with the
country’s obligations to ensure human rights as enshrined in international law.
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Law and humanity
buried in Gaza

OUR months into bombing most of Gaza to rubble, Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu ordered the Israel Defence Force (IDF) to plan for the

evacuation of Rafah, a southern Gaza town bordering Egypt. “Absolute
victory” was within reach, and this required Israel to confront the last few fight-
ing units of the Palestinian resistance group Hamas, purportedly sheltering in
Rafah. Most of the world saw the new phase of Israel’s criminal rampage across
Gaza for what it was: ethnic cleansing, or the forcible transfer of people that
could potentially go to brutal extremes of extermination. Civilian suffering had
never been a reason for Israel’s killing force holding back, but Netanyahu was
serving a warning of imminent bloodshed on a scale never seen. Since Isra-
el began its siege of Gaza in 2007, Rafah has been the transit point for most
humanitarian supplies into the isolated and impoverished strip. It was a town
of a hundred thousand prior to the current Israeli assault, and has since then
become the final sanctuary for close to a million and a half, housed in tent
cities with acute vulnerabilities to disease and deprivation. Just days after Net-
anyahu’s ultimatum, as US audiences remained absorbed in the annual sporting
spectacle of the Superbowl, Israel targeted Rafah with some of its most lethal
aerial bombardments. Many dozens were killed in a matter of hours, as hos-
pitals, homes and mosques were bombed to rubble. The bombing has since
continued with little respite. All this while, US President Joe Biden seemed
otherwise occupied. He skipped the presidential custom of a pre-Superbowl TV
interview and doubled down to the task of proving his mental acuity.
A special counsel appointed by the US Justice Department had found in a
report of a few hundred pages, that Biden’s retention of classified documents
from his two terms as vice-president, was perhaps wilful and his disclosure of
their contents as a private citizen, illegal. He had, however, cooperated with
the special counsel since, consenting to “the search of multiple locations”
and sitting for a “voluntary interview” with investigators. Despite clear in-
tent, Biden’s manner indicated that a jury would have a hard time arriving at
a guilty verdict. “We have...considered that, at trial, Mr. Biden would likely
present himself to a jury, as he did during our interview of him, as a sym-
pathetic, well-meaning, elderly man with a poor memory,” the investigators
wrote. This verdict of cognitive decline caused serious heartburn in the Biden
camp and became a serious talking point in subsequent news cycles. More
urgent questions about his moral judgment remained unaddressed, though
serious impairment is evident in his conduct since Israel began its barbar-
ities in Gaza. A recent poll found that half of all Biden voters from the last
election, believe that Israel is guilty of genocide in the Gaza strip. And yet,
as he called a surprise press conference to fiercely assert that his memory
was “just fine”, Biden’s tone was anodyne when the conversation switched
to Gaza. “Over the top” was the term of art chosen to describe Israel’s
conduct, in what must be the most curious under-statement in a long time.

Will the Supreme Court Nullify the Elections 2024?

Qamar Bashir

These realizations may have
dawned on the Brigadier
later, may be coupled with
pressure or intimidation,
either personally or from
external forces, prompting
him to withdraw the
petition. Alternatively, he
may have reconsidered the
implications of pursuing the
case further and decided to
step back for personal or
strategic reasons.However,
the Supreme Court’s
decision to proceed with the
hearing indicates that they
saw merit in investigating
the allegations of rigging...

ODAY, both the Supreme Court and the Islam-

abad High Court voiced their profound concern

over separate yet crucial issues. The Supreme
Court took a stern stance regarding a petition filed to
declare the 2024 Elections null and void, emphasizing
the gravity of such a legal move and expressing dissat-
isfaction with the subsequent withdrawal of the appeal.
Meanwhile, the Islamabad High Court addressed the
disappearance of 12 Baloch students from Islamabad,
expressing deep frustration and dismay over the vio-
lation of their fundamental human rights enshrined in
the constitution and the law of the land. Interestingly,
both cases are intertwined, albeit in different ways, with
the establishment. In the Supreme Court case, a retired
Brigadier filed the appeal to declare the 2024 election
null and void, implicating the country’s electoral pro-
cess. Conversely, in the High Court case, the nation’s
esteemed spy agencies were implicated regarding the
disappearance of individuals. While the issue of missing
persons warrants attention, let’s delve into the Supreme
Court case concerning the election appeal.
Delving into the motives behind the retired Brigadier’s pe-
tition before the Supreme Court of Pakistan reveals a con-
cern for the fairness and integrity of the electoral process,
especially amidst allegations of widespread rigging. Howev-
er, in filing the application, the retired Brigadier may not
have fully grasped the financial implications of the re-elec-
tions to the state, political parties and the candidates, and
the complex political dynamics at play within Pakistan,
potentially underestimating the nuances of the situation.
He may have overlooked the broader implications of
nullifying the elections, such as the potential impact
on investor confidence, trade relations with friendly
countries, and the stability of the stock exchange.
Additionally, withdrawing support from organiza-
tions like the IMF and creditors could exacerbate
economic challenges, leading to increased inflation
and hardship for the common populace.
He might have erred in grasping the dynamics of allega-
tions of rigging by PTI, JUI, GDA, and JI which in fact
are emblematic of the broader landscape of partisan
politics in Pakistan, where accusations of electoral mis-
conduct are commonplace and often wielded as political
leverage. The futility of the petition became evident as
major parties like PML(N), PPP, and MQM accepted the
election results. PTI, while forming the government in
KP and opting for opposition roles elsewhere, is concur-
rently engaging in legal and political battles to contest

the alleged electoral malpractices. Despite serious res-
ervations about the fairness of the process, parties like
GDA, ]I, and JUI have refrained from demanding the nul-
lification of the elections. Instead, aggrieved parties are
pursuing their grievances through legal avenues, such
as Election Tribunals and the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan, or through political activism.

These realizations may have dawned on the Brigadier
later, may be coupled with pressure or intimidation, ei-
ther personally or from external forces, prompting him
to withdraw the petition. Alternatively, he may have re-
considered the implications of pursuing the case further
and decided to step back for personal or strategic rea-
sons.However, the Supreme Court’s decision to proceed
with the hearing indicates that they saw merit in inves-
tigating the allegations of rigging, regardless of the peti-
tioner’s withdrawal. Alternatively, the latest confession
of the Commissioner Rawalpindi where he implicated
the chief election commissioner and the Chief Justice in
the alleged massive and blatant riggings might be the ac-
tual reasons which might have prompted to the Supreme
Court to take up this petition on its guise discuss the
commissioner’s confession and allegations in an attempt
to clear the chief justice from his alleged involvement in
the rigging. As the legal battle would unfold, the Su-
preme Court would face the arduous task of navigating
complex political terrain. Though the petitioner’s plea
raises fundamental questions about the credibility of
the electoral outcome, none of the political parties, the
legal fraternity or civil society have ever voiced their
intention to declare the elections null and void. All of
them have preferred to resort to the legal battle and
wage democratic campaigns to seek justice.

In this scenario, if the supreme court proceeds with
the hearing, it might first determine the competency
of the retired Brigadier to file any appeal to nullify
the elections. This typically involves demonstrating
a personal stake in the outcome of the election, such
as being a candidate who lost due to the alleged ir-
regularities. Moreover, the petition must be based
on specific and verifiable grounds, such as evidence
of widespread irregularities, rigging, or violations of
electoral laws. The court may consider mere dissat-
isfaction with the elections as insufficient reason to
petition the supreme court. The Supreme Court may
also take into account that major political parties like
PPP, PTI, PML(N), or MQM have accepted the elec-
tion results and may be hesitant to become parties

to the petition. Conversely, smaller parties that were
marginalized in the elections, as well as individuals
or civil society organizations advocating for electoral
transparency and accountability, may step forward to
defend the petition. They may argue that the perva-
sive irregularities have undermined the legitimacy of
the results, warranting judicial intervention to nulli-
fy the elections. The aggrieved political parties like
PTI, JI, GDA and JUI if summoned by the SC may ar-
gue that though the election process was replete with
irregularities, the overall integrity of the election was
not compromised to the extent that would warrant
nullifying the results. Additionally, they may stress
the importance of addressing the genuine grievanc-
es by alternative avenues such as legal challenges
or democratic campaigns. The Supreme Court after
meticulously weighing the arguments may consider
various options while deciding the case. If the ev-
idence fails to substantiate widespread rigging or
irregularities that significantly undermine the elec-
tion’s integrity, the supreme court might dismiss
the petition. And if credible allegations warrant
further investigation, ordering a recount or an in-
quiry in specific constituencies to rectify concerns
without nullifying the entire election.
However, in the event of irrefutable evidence of system-
ic fraud that fundamentally compromises the election’s
fairness, declaring it null and void may be the necessary
course of action, ensuring democratic principles prevail
and future electoral integrity is maintained. The Supreme
Court’s determination to proceed with hearing the peti-
tion, even after its withdrawal, underscores the gravity of
the situation surrounding the 2024 elections. It reflects an
attempt by the Chief Justice to clear his name and may
reflect the Court’s commitment to address the widespread
allegations of rigging that have garnered attention nation-
ally, regionally, and internationally. The direction taken by
the Supreme Court in this pivotal case could significant-
ly impact the outcome of the controversial elections. Its
findings have the potential to guide the country out of its
current political, economic, and financial challenges or fur-
ther entrench it in political and legal turmoil. Therefore,
the Supreme Court’s actions carry immense weight and
importance in navigating the country’s future course.
— Former Press Secretary to the President
Former Press Minister to the
Embassy of Pakistan to France
Former MD, SRBC

The Cleansocide 1n Palestine and the American Congress

Makram Khoury-Machool

The one-sided, misleading,
and racist text presented
to Congress and approved
portrays yet again the
superficial and supremacist
“Us and Them” and “Good
and Evil” with a clear
finger pointing at Hamas
as the “evil perpetrator”,
while at the point of voting
at Congress, a full-scale
Cleansocide (Genocide and
Ethnic Cleansing) have
been perpetrated and is
still being carried out by
the Israeli occupation in
the Gaza strip with crimes
including shelling hospitals,
the forced displacement
of the civilian population,
physical destruction of
most buildings (public and
residential) in the Gaza
strip, cutting water supply,
fuel, medicine, electricity
(power), and internet
connectivity...

or knowledgeable person to watch the deliberations

at the American Congress with regard to Palestine,
one needs to sit back and deconstruct not only the specta-
cle of the deliberation but rather the political context, ad-
ministrative mechanism, and impact of the results gener-
ated by the American political elite as well. Arguing that
their political behavior stems from ignorance wouldn’t be
sufficiently convincing, for one would need also to focus on
the work of interest groups, lobbyists, and donations to the
party, in general, the (candidates) congresspeople, in par-
ticular, and their economic and religious ties with “Israel’s”
lobby. One most recent example of such resolutions was
the vote of Congress 418-0-1, approving the “condemnation
of sexual violence committed by Hamas in their war with
Israel.” Even if we ignored the proposal tabled, the House
totally overlooked all evidence provided about the events of
07.10.2023 which proved that the version provided by the
Israeli occupation was, to say the least, very economical
with the truth and totally ignored the document issued by
Hamas’ political wing titled “Our Vision”.
This demonstrates their brutal way of thinking and their
arrogant belief that they are entitled to portray the world
only according to their vision, to dominate, no matter how
false or cruel it is. To ask how deep their knowledge might
be of history, in general, and the history of Palestine, in
particular, wouldn’t be conducive since it is part of their
“job” to create structures of disinformation relevant to
their political agenda to justify their acts in a way either
to manufacture some consensus or at least to serve their
interest in their constituency and one that is supposed to
be justifying their acts in a way they could try to manufac-
ture some consent. Here, it is crucial to mention the role
of American mainstream media, which traditionally played
a central role in constructing an ignorant American base.
The practice of the American media has come increasingly
to the fore in the way in which the ideological media is at
the center of the struggle for peoples’ minds and views.
Within this framework, we notice the supremacist narra-
tive and a process of subjugation and refusal even to hear,
let alone accept the narrative of the other - in this case,
the oppressed Palestinians. While the Americans inherited
the role of the ally of the Zionist oppressor from Imperial
Britain, especially after the aggression on the Suez Canal
in 1956, they have been taking part in the inhumane dis-
course about the Palestinian people to ensure that they are
not to be treated as an equal group. Not only has the sup-
posedly American-led so-called “Civilized World” been for
over 75 years condoning the Israeli “state” terror (against
Palestine & Palestinians) by supporting it financially and
arming it to the teeth, it also seems to be out of tune with
the changing public opinion trends and awareness, includ-
ing in America itself as evidenced in the streets, as well as

E NASMUCH as it is heart-breaking for any Palestinian

in the new (social) media by the young generation whom
they thought they could control and manipulate their pat-
terns of thinking or their set of values with regard to hu-
man rights, thus presenting themselves as political idols.

Part of the strategy of the American elite has been the
maintenance of hegemony without any leverage for the
weak and colonized, and above all their self-conviction
that the oppressed should remain oppressed eternally
and shouldn’t be thinking of ways, albeit simple, of equal-
ization, liberation, and independence. Part of the trauma
inflicted by this pattern of supremacist thinking became ap-
parent when one or two parties representing the colonized
Palestinian people (Hamas and PFLP and perhaps others)
decided to adopt a minuscule of the violent methods prac-
ticed against them for the last eight decades and violently
retaliate or counter (on 07.10.2023) the violence of the
colonizer. Regardless of what exactly happened on 07.10
(which should, and I believe will be investigated profes-
sionally by the UN/ICJ/ICC), this official “West” has been
up in arms against the colonized Palestinians and attempt-
ing to oppress them further for daring to use some of the
methods they [the West] and their regional agent (Israeli
occupation) have been using. It is glaringly obvious that
their thoughts have been screaming: “You must remain op-
pressed silently.” How dare you use some of our methods
and not accept your misery forever and always? We are the
masters of your oppressors, and you should never dare to
destabilize the hegemonic power structure we impose. And
if you do dare, then we shall become more heavy-handed
with you for you are threatening our (economic) interests.
The one-sided, misleading, and racist text presented to
Congress and approved portrays yet again the superficial
and supremacist “Us and Them” and “Good and Evil” with
a clear finger pointing at Hamas as the “evil perpetra-
tor”, while at the point of voting at Congress, a full-scale
Cleansocide (Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing) have been
perpetrated and is still being carried out by the Israeli oc-
cupation in the Gaza strip with crimes including shelling
hospitals, the forced displacement of the civilian popula-
tion, physical destruction of most buildings (public and
residential) in the Gaza strip, cutting water supply, fuel,
medicine, electricity (power), and internet connectivity,
and over 100,000 Palestinians (30,000) slaughtered with
the rest injured and thousands of amputations taking place,
most without anesthetic, and other serious injuries. This
is the case, in addition to the lack of hygiene, open sew-
age, the spread of diseases, destruction of schools, and
paralysis of the educational process, as well as thousands
of bodies dead and some possibly alive left to face slow
death (without the minimal chance of being rescued) bur-
ied under the rubble or snatched by animals. In addition,
men and women have been tortured and paraded in public
in the most sadistic and demeaning manner designed to

humiliate human life on global screens with the support of
the Biden administration. The proposal, which was tabled
and passed, includes disinformation and is part and parcel
of a deliberate negative campaign against the Palestinian
people, aimed at supporting Cleansocide in the Gaza Strip.
The proposal: “(1) condemns all rape and forms of sexual
violence as weapons of war, including those acts commit-
ted by Hamas terrorists on and since October 7th; they
do not include acts of rape committed against Palestinian
women and children in Israeli jails.
(2) calls on all nations to criminalize rape and sexual assault
and hold accountable all perpetrators of sexual violence, in-
cluding state and non-state armed groups; [of course this
does not include such crimes committed by the Americans
themselves in Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq].
(3) calls on all international bodies to unequivocally con-
demn the barbaric murder, rape, sexual assault, and kid-
napping by Hamas and other terrorists on and since Octo-
ber 7th and hold accountable all perpetrators;
(4) reaffirms the United States Government’s support for
independent, impartial investigations of rape and sexual vi-
olence committed by Hamas on and since October 7th; and
(5) reaffirms its commitment to supporting survivors of
rape and sexual violence, including those brutalized on
and since October 7.” The text focuses on “rape and sex”
and only that of those who are “similar to them” (the Is-
raelis) and is extremely limited in scope, geography, and
demography. It couldn’t have been more racially motivat-
ed. They wouldn’t of course even think about the fact the
Israeli occupation has been raping the land of Palestine
as it features repeatedly in Palestinian literature, oppress-
ing its women, men, and children systematically. Not only
did 418 Congress members vote in favor of this proposal,
but they also launched an attack on the only Palestinian
member of Congress (Rashida Tlaib) for not voting in fa-
vor of this denigrating and despicably biased text. Asking
Tlaib to approve this text is like asking a raped woman to
continue to accept being raped silently forever. The Israeli
occupation, supported by the global Zionist movement and
American elite, has been perpetrating a Cleansocide for
decades in Palestine, in general, and in the then-occupied
and besieged Gaza Strip for decades.
Members of the American Congress should be aware that the
whole world is watching them bring into disrepute all their
hypocritical theories of morality and the principles of inter-
national humanitarian law. They will also come to realize that
all those who have been taking part in crimes of Cleansocide
will be brought to justice no matter how long it will take and
possibly in the same manner that Jewish Holocaust survivors
hunted Nazis. The Palestinians and their allies will hunt the
children and grandchildren of Europe’s survivors and bring
them to justice no matter how long it will take.

- Source: Al Mayadeen English
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From Pace 01

the path of progress and
prosperity. He remarked
that Pakistani people were a
vibrant nation that had been
blessed with abundant nat-
ural resources, adding that
Pakistan needed to invest
in their intellectual develop-
ment and capacity building.
The President highlighted
that Pakistan could not pro-
gress without the inclusion
of 26.2 million out-of-school
children in the education
system. He stated that edu-
cating such a large portion of
our population would require
thousands of new schools
and additional resources. “If
left unaddressed, Pakistan
would export raw labour
without any value-addition”,
he added. He cited the exam-
ple of China which had lifted
millions of its people out of
poverty by investing in their
education and health.

Kakar vows
punishment
to violent...

From Pace 01

“we gave the losing can-
didates leads of 50,000
votes”. “I have done in-
justice to the Rawalpindi
Division,” he said. “I tried
to commit suicide today af-
ter Fajr prayer. But then I
thought, why should I die
a forbidden death? Why
not put everything in front
of the people?” he said. “I
accept the responsibility of
election rigging in Rawal-
pindi Division and surren-
der myself to the police,” he
said. However, Chattha’s al-
legations have been denied
by the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) and
the new newly-appointed
Rawalpindi Commissioner.
“There should be no doubt
about our commitment to
these noble civil servants
serving the state and the
people of Pakistan,” the
premier said in a statement
issued by his office today.

PTI-backed
winners...

From Pace 01
minorities by using the
platform of other like-mind-
ed parties. Addressing a
joint press conference in
Islamabad today, Barrister
Gohar said the PTI-backed
independent candidates are
required to join any party
within three days following
the issuance of notification
under the law. He said the
decision to join SIC has
been taken with consensus
and demanded the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to allot the PTI re-
served seats in line with
the law. The PTI top leader
said the PTI will also sub-
mit documents to the ECP
in this regard today. During
the presser, the PTI leader
also reiterated the rigging
allegation claiming that his
party had won 180 NA seats
in the February 8 polls.
However, as per the result
issued by the ECP, the PTI-
backed candidates have
won as many as 92 seats in
the National Assembly.

China
congratulates
Pakistan...

From Pace 01
after the elections,” she
added. The spokesperson
said that China and Paki-
stan were all-weather stra-
tegic cooperative partners
and China hoped to work
with Pakistan to build on
the traditional friendship,
deepen practical cooper-
ation in the various areas
and accelerate the build-
ing of an even closer Chi-
na-Pakistan community
with a shared future in
the new era for the ben-
efit of the peoples of the
two countries.

Fitch
highlights...

From Pace 01
Pakistan’s external posi-
tion has improved in recent
months, with the State
Bank of Pakistan report-
ing net foreign reserves of
$8 billion as of 9 February
2024, up from a low of $2.9
billion on 3 February 2023.
“Nevertheless, this is low
relative to projected external
funding needs, which we ex-
pect will continue to exceed
reserves for at least the next
few years,” said Fitch.

FIFPRO voices concerns over
AFC Champions League

“The results indicate that, as anticipated, the merits do not outweigh the drawbacks for most players
and clubs, making it an unsustainable system,” he said in the report. FIFPRO accused the AFC of
adopting “a top-down approach that excludes the voices of players and clubs from decision-making”

RIYADH: The global footballers’
union FIFPRO said in a report
Monday that the current Asian
“unsus-
tainable”, accusing the regional
governing body of not listening
to players and clubs. The conti-
nent’s top club competition has
been in the limelight after Saudi
teams roped in the likes of Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, Neymar and Karim
Benzema. The round of 16 started
on Tuesday last week, three days
after the final of the Asian Cup,
which was clinched by hosts Qa-
tar. The Asian Football Confeder-
ation (AFC) is in charge of both
competitions, with teams from
Australia to the Middle East and
Central Asia. The current Cham-
pions League is divided into two
zones, “West” and “East”, until a
two-legged final home and away.

During the next campaign, there
will also be a geographical divi-
sion at the start of the event,
but the quarterfinals, semi-fi-

Champions League is

changed version,

nals and final will take place in
Saudi Arabia. FIFPRO said this

which will
see the winner bag $12 million,

was also unsustainable. Takuya
Yamazaki, FIFPRO’s chairman
for Oceania-Asia, hopes its re-
port will “spark meaningful dis-

cussions with governing bodies,
leagues, clubs and fans” about
the Champions League.

“The results indicate that, as an-

ticipated, the merits do not out-
weigh the drawbacks for most
players and clubs, making it an
unsustainable system,” he said
in the report. FIFPRO accused
the AFC of adopting “a top-down
approach that excludes the voic-
es of players and clubs from de-
cision-making”. It called on the
AFC to forge “a genuine part-
nership with players, clubs and
leagues to ensure that the com-
petition delivers for all parties”.
The report added that the av-
erage quality of teams in the
Champions League was lower to
the top domestic divisions in Ja-
pan, South Korea and Saudi Ara-
bia. It said the average quality
of the competition was also on
a downward trend. FIFPRO also
has reservations about the eco-
nomic cost for teams, bearing
in mind long travel sometimes
involved, and the effect of travel
and match scheduling on play-
ers’ workload. - Agencies

Mbappe signs contract

with Real Madrid til

WEB DESK

PARIS: France striker Kyli-
anMbappe, 25, has agreed
a five-year deal with Real
Madrid, having told Paris
St-Germain he will leave in
the summer. Mbappe held
talks with Manchester City
the day before announc-
ing he was leaving Paris
St-Germain at the end of
the season. Chelsea are
monitoring Harry Kane's
situation at Bayern Munich
amid reports the 30-year-
old England striker is not
completely happy.

Liverpool are hoping to
lure Bayer Leverkusen
manager Xabi Alonso and
sporting director Simon
Rolfes to replace the
outgoing JurgenKlopp
and JorgSchmadtke this
summer. Tottenham are
planning a summer move
for Everton's 22-year-old

English midfielder James

Garner.  Oliver Glasner
has agreed a two-and-a-

half-year deal to succeed
Roy Hodgson as Crystal
Palace manager. Arsenal

1 2029

scouted Red Bull Salz-
burg's 19-year-old Israel
midfielder Oscar Gloukh
on Saturday.

Bayern Munich manager
Thomas Tuchel will not be
sacked despite suffering a
third defeat in nine days
against Bochum on Sun-
day. Barcelona president
Joan Laporta has asked for
more scouting reports on
Brighton manager Rober-
to de Zerbi as he consid-
ers approaching him to
succeed Xavi at the end of
the season. Real Madrid
manager Carlo Ancelotti
has spoken to 38-year-old
Croatia midfielder Luka
Modric, whose contract
runs out in the summer,
about his lack of playing
time this season.
Birmingham City's 33-year-
old Republic of Ireland de-
fender Kevin Long is close
to completing a move to
MLS side Toronto FC.

19th ‘Cholistan Desert
Jeep Rally’ 2024 set to
commence on Tuesday

ISLAMABAD: The annual 19th Cholistan jeep ral-
ly will be held from Feb 20 to 25, 2024 at the re-
nowned historical location, Dravidian Fort, in which
vehicles from all over the country will participate.
Bahawalpur Deputy Commissioner talking to the
PTV news channel said that more than 100 compet-
itors were expected to participate in the jeep rally
from all over the country, adding, that a camel race,
dances, cultural night, fireworks and exhibition
would also be part of the five-day festivities of the
jeep rally. The 19th International Cholistan Desert
Rally is not just a thrilling sporting event but it is
a platform to spotlight the culture, civilization, and
historical richness of South Punjab. With the chal-
lenging terrain covering 500 km route, the rally fea-
tures various vehicle categories and drivers eager to
take on the desert adventure, he added. Police and
other law-enforcement agencies (LEAs) have also
been asked to finalize security arrangements for the
participants and the visitors, he added.

He said the week-long jeep rally celebrations would
include several cultural events to be managed by the
government departments concerned. He expressed
the hope that rallies and cultural programmes would
attract visitors from all over the country. This tradi-
tional event is expected to not only revive the tourism
industry but also create new economic opportunities
for the region, he mentioned. Furthermore, a special
gathering for the promotion of knowledge and liter-
ature will also be organized this year, he added. he
event will kick off with participant registration, ve-
hicle tagging, technical examinations, and medical
checkups for all drivers, he concluded. - DNA

Crystal Palace
manager Hodgson
steps down

“I am confident that the season
will finish well and I wish the
team every success in the weeks,

months and seasons to come

LONDON: Roy Hodgson has stepped down as Crystal Pal-
ace boss so the club can "bring forward their plans to ap-
point a new manager". Hodgson, 76, was "taken ill" during
training on Thursday amid reports he was to be sacked.
The Eagles have lost 10 of their past 16 Premier League
games and are 16th in the table, five points above the rele-
gation zone. "This club is very special and means so much
to me," said Hodgson. Palace visit Everton, who are 18th
in the Premier League, on Monday night, with Hodgson's
assistants Paddy McCarthy and Ray Lewington in charge
of the team. Former Eintracht Frankfurt boss Oliver Glas-
ner, 49, is the strong favourite to replace Hodgson on a per-
manent basis. "I have fully enjoyed my time here across six
seasons, as it has given me the chance to work with top-class
players and staff doing what I love every day," added Hodg-
son. "However, I understand, given recent circumstances, it
may be prudent at this time for the club to plan ahead, and
therefore I have taken the decision to step aside so that the
club can bring forward their plans for a new manager, as in-
tended for this summer. "I am confident that the season will
finish well and I wish the team every success in the weeks,
months and seasons to come."” — Agencies

Bayern Munich suffer third
defeat in nine days

LONDON: England captain
Harry Kane's late goal at
Bochum was not enough
as Bayern Munich suffered
their third defeat in nine
days. Bayern took the lead
through Jamal Musiala, be-
fore the first of two stoppag-
es following fans' protests.
Bochum scored twice, with
goals from Takuma Asano
and Keven Schlotterbeck.
Kevin  Stoger's penalty
made it 3-1 after DayotU-
pamecano had been sent
off and, despite Kane's 25th
league goal of the season, it
was not enough.

Thomas Tuchel's Bayern are
now eight points behind Bun-
desliga leaders Bayer Lever-
kusen. Tuchel said winning
the Bundesliga title "does
not look very realistic", but
added: "Last season we be-
lieved until the end and we
were rewarded. So we will
keep working at it." Bayern
have been German cham-
pions in each of the past 11
seasons but now face the
possibility of ending the cam-
paign without a trophy.

They lost in the German Su-

per Cup in August and then
went out of the German Cup
in the second round to third-
tier Saarbrucken in Novem-
ber. Tuchel's side lost 30 at
Leverkusen on 10 February
and were then beaten 1-0 by
Lazio in the first leg of their
Champions League last-16 tie
in midweek. Referring to the
pressure on him following
his team's third loss, Tuchel
added: "That happens after

every defeat. "The 'how' we
played is key. The 'how' was
good and that's why this 90
minutes are very different
from the second half at Lazio
or the game at Leverkusen."
This defeat was the first
time Bayern have lost three
matches in a row since May
2015, when managed by Pep
Guardiola. More protests at
Bundesliga gamesMidway
through the first half, and

again early in the second,
play was stopped for just
under 10 minutes on each
occasion following protests
by the fans, in which tennis
balls were thrown on to the
pitch. Protests are becom-
ing a regular occurrence at
Bundesliga matches with
supporters unhappy with
an investment proposal by
the German Football Asso-
ciation.— Agencies

England ‘hurting’ after Rajkot defeat: McGullum

“We won the first one here when halfway through the Test no-one would
have given us a chance, then we lost the next two,” said McCullum

SporTSs DESK

NEW DELHI: Coach Bren-
don McCullum says Eng-
land are “hurting” after
their massive defeat by In-
dia, but have “no regrets”.

England were beaten by
434 runs in the third Test in
Rajkot, their largest defeat
in terms of runs since 1934,
to go 2-1 down in the five-
match series. “We’ll turn
the page and go quids in
again trying to put India un-
der pressure,” said McCul-
lum. “Hopefully in seven or
eight days we’ll be talking
about how exciting it is to
be heading into a decider.”
The fourth Test in Ranchi
begins on Friday. A su-
perb win for England in
the first Test in Hyderabad
was followed by defeats in
Visakhapatnam and Rajkot.

In both the second and
third Tests, England wast-
ed solid opportunities to
take control. On the third
morning in Rajkot, England
were 224-2 in reply to the
hosts’ 445, with India spin-
ner RavichandranAshwin
absent because of a family
emergency. However, Eng-
land lost eight wickets for
95 runs to surrender the in-
itiative and, little more than
a day later, collapsed to
122 all out in their second
innings to hand India their
biggest win of all time.

England have enjoyed great
success under McCullum
and captain Ben Stokes,
with a swashbuckling brand
of cricket earning 14 wins
from 20 Tests prior to Ra-
jkot. But this defeat has
led to criticism that their
method is not adaptable
enough for the changing

situations and conditions of
Test cricket. McCullum told
BBC Sport he “absolutely”
understands the criticism,
but his team will block out
“outside noise”.

“People are entitled to their
opinion, good, bad or ugly,”
said the former New Zea-
land captain. “It’s up to us
whether we want to listen
to it or not. “The dress-
ing room is a very strong
place where confidence is
high and guys are backed
to go out there and allow
their talent to flourish. If
we allow the outside noise
to seep in, that’s our prob-
lem.” Ben Stokes defends
Joe Root’s dismissal after
heavy third-Test loss to In-
dia McCullum and Stokes
took over after England had
endured a run of only one
win in 17 Tests. This defeat
was their sixth in 21 match-

es since June 2002.

“We’ve still got some pro-
gress to make and some
things to improve on, but
we're a better team now
than we were 18 months
ago,” said 42-year-old Mc-
Cullum. “We're obviously
not totally screwed down
on the method yet. There
will be times when we don’t
quite get it right because
it’s a hard way to play. It’s
asking guys to take the
game on and sometimes we
have to deal with failure.
“The upside is hopefully
continuing to put bums on
seats, make Test cricket
more entertaining, we'll
win more often and we’ll
be a team that people really
want to follow.” England’s
first-innings collapse in
Rajkot was sparked by Joe
Root attempting a reverse
scoop at the pace of Jasprit-

Bumrah, only to be caught
at second slip.

Debate has centred on
whether Root, England’s
second-highest run-scorer
in Test cricket, is being
hampered by trying to play
too aggressively. Root’s av-
erage under McCullum of
50.12 is marginally higher
than his career mark of
49.32. However, it is down
on the 54.36 Root was av-
eraging in the 20 Tests be-
fore McCullum took over,
when the former captain
was in the best form of
his career, scoring eight
hundreds in that period.
“People see a shot like
that and go, ‘Joe Root is
struggling to deal with
this new regime’,” said
McCullum. “His impact on
the game is still very, very
significant. Imagine if this
becomes the norm for Joe

as well, with the talent he
possesses and the history
he’s got. Then what’s the
ceiling? “Do we want just a
normal Joe Root, or do we
want an even better Joe
Root? How many games
are we going to win if that
happens.” McCullum also
backed Jonny Bairstow,
who has a highest score of
37 on the tour. McCullum
said he would “anticipate”
Bairstow will play in the
next Test. England are un-
beaten in Test series un-
der McCullum. They came
from 1-0 down to beat
South Africa in 2022, then
2-0 down against Austral-
ia to draw the Ashes last
summer. “I'm pretty excit-
ed about the next two. If
we bounce back from this
then we’ll know this team
is starting to get where we
want it to get to.

From Pace 01

patience as the legal pro-
cess was currently under-
way. The people should have
trust in institutions and the
judicial process, he added.
He remarked that the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) was currently investi-
gating the allegations of rig-
ging. The minister stressed
the significance of waiting
for the results of the ongo-
ing legal proceedings. The
caretaker government, he
said, had fulfilled its respon-
sibility for conducting elec-
tions in free, fair and peace-
ful manner. Responding to
a query, he explained that
once the Election Commis-
sion released the final list
of successful candidates, the
Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs would forward a sum-
mary to the concerned for
convening the new session
of the National Assembly.

All three
Capital...

From Pace 01
challenged single-member
IHC CJ Justice Aamir Fa-
rooq verdict dismissing the
plea to suspend the victory
notification of NA 47, NA-47
and NA-48 constituencies.
The IHC judge remarked
who was issuing these no-
tifications in the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). From NA-47 Islam-
abad National Assembly
seat, Tariq Fazl Chaudhry
got 102502 votes while PTI-
backed Shohaib Shaheen
got 87396 votes in the elec-
tions held on February 8.

Ali Amin
Gandapur...

From Pace 01
supporters being appre-
hended by law enforce-
ment agencies. The politi-
cian, meanwhile, prepares
to take over the reins of
the provincial government
in KP. “Fake FIRs were
lodged against us all over
the country,” the politician
said while speaking with
journalists in Peshawar
and hinting at the active
role of police and bureau-
cracy in the crackdown
against his party. The PTI
leader, who won PK-113
and NA-44 from his home-
town Dera Ismail Khan in
the recently held general
elections, said that those
involved in lawlessness
must be punished if tradi-
tions are to be changed.

Palestinian
accuses...

From Pace 01

stop “immediately, total-
ly and unconditionally.”
“Justice delayed is justice
denied and the Palestinian
people have been denied
justice for far too long,” he
said. “It is time to put an
end to the double stand-
ards that have kept our
people captive for far too
long.” Summing up, Pal-
estinian UN envoy Riyad
Mansour struggled to hold
back his tears as he called
for a “future where Pales-
tinian children are treated
as children, not as a demo-
graphic threat.” In Decem-
ber 2022, the UN General
Assembly asked the ICJ
for a non-binding “advisory
opinion” on the “legal con-
sequences arising from the
policies and practices of Is-
rael in the Occupied Pales-
tinian Territory, including
East Jerusalem.”

Senate

throws out
bill seeking...

FroMm PacGe 01

The senators who had voted
against the bill called for im-
proved prosecutions, investi-
gations for combating sexual
crimes, and a better jail envi-
ronment to ensure that such
heinous crimes are averted
in the future. Defending his
proposal after it had been
defeated, JI's Mushtaq said
the senators did not talk
about the “basic issue” and
noted that the lawmakers
spoke about “brutality” be-
coming rife due to public
executions, but it’s already
rife. “I want to halt brutality
through public executions.
Did the motorway rape case
woman and Zainab have no
respect? [How] does a rapist
have respect?” he wondered,
claiming that publicly hang-
ing such criminals would act
as a “deterrence”. Jamiat Ul-
ema-e-Islam-Fazl's (JUI-F)
Faiz Muhammad, backing
Mushtaq, said that cul-
prits who commit such
heinous crimes should
be hanged publicly.
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2,651 new
_companies
incorporated

in January

ISLAMABAD: The Secu-
rities and Exchange Com-
mission of Pakistan (SECP)
has registered 2,651 new
companies in January 2024,
showing an increase of 10
percent compared to the
corresponding period last
year. The total number of
registered companies now
stands at 212,108. Total
capitalization (paid-up cap-
ital) with regard to newly
incorporated companies is
Rs5.2 billion, said a news
release. In January, around
58 percent of companies
were registered as private
limited companies, 38 per-
cent as single member com-
panies, and 4 percent as
public unlisted companies,
notfor-profit associations,
trade organizations, limited
liability partnerships, and
foreign companies. Five
foreign companies also reg-
istered their place of busi-
ness in Pakistan. Around
138 foreign applicants were
registered from overseas
through eServices. Almost
99.85 percent of compa-
nies were registered online.
The information technology
sector took the lead with re-
gards to incorporation with
356 companies, trading
with 319, real estate devel-
opment and construction,
and services with 277 each,
tourism with 145, education
with 116, food and beverag-
es with 94, corporate agri-
cultural farming with 93,
e-commerce with 72, engi-
neering with 65, chemical
with 61, power generation
with 58, marketing & adver-
tisement, and textile with
55 each. Furthermore,
pharmaceutical, mining &
quarrying with 53 each,
healthcare with 48, fuel
and energy with 45, trans-
port with 44, cosmetics &
toiletries with 33, commu-
nication with 28, broadcast-
ing & telecasting with 27,
lodging, and auto and allied
with 22 each, cables & elec-
trical goods with 19, paper
& board with 18, and 196
companies were registered
in other sectors. —-DNA

NBP
exchange

rates

KARACHI, Feb 19 (AP-
P):Treasury Management
Division of National Bank
of Pakistan (NBP) on Mon-
day the following exchange
rates.

CURRENCY SYMBOL TT Selling TT Buying U.S
DOLLAR USD 279.80 279.30 EURO EUR 302.16
301.63 JAPANESE YEN JPY 1.8660 1.8627 BRIT-
ISH POUND GBP 352.99 352.36 SWISS FRANC
CHF 31754 316.97 CANADIAN DOLLAR CAD
207.60 207.23 AUSTRALIAN DOLAR AUD 183.01
182.68 SWEDISH KRONA SEK 26.93 26.88
NORWEGIAN KRONE NOK 26.64 26.60 DAN-
ISH KRONE DKK 40.46 40.38 NEWZEALAND
DOLLAR NZD 171.74 171.44 SINGAPORE DOL-
LAR SGD 208.11 207.74 HONGKONG DOLLAR
HKD 35.91 35.85 KOREAN WON KRW 0.2097
0.2094 CHINESE YUAN CNY 39.02 38.95 MA-
LAYSIAN RINGGIT MYR 58.54 58.44
THAIBAHT THB 7.78 7.77 U.A.E DIRHAM
AED 76.19 76.05 SAUDI RIYAL SAR
74.62 74.49 QATAR RIYAL QAR 76.75  76.62
KUWAITI DINAR KWD 908.62  907.00.—APP

Europe is
nervous
about Trump
possible win
MonITORING DESK

HONG KONG: China’s top
diplomat Wang Yi had a
message for his Europe-
an counterparts over the
weekend: no matter how
the world changes, China
will be “consistent and sta-
ble” - a “force for stability.”
The claim, which Wang de-
livered during remarks at
the Munich Security Con-
ference on Saturday, comes
as European leaders are
warily watching the upcom-
ing United States elections
- concerned that the poten-
tial return of former Presi-
dent Donald Trump could
upend their partnership
with Washington.

Those concerns flared in
the past week after Trump
said he would not defend
NATO allies that failed to
spend enough on defense -
a stunning threat for many
in Europe as Russia’s inva-
sion grinds on in Ukraine.
The timing of Trump’s com-
ments couldn’t have been
better for Wang, who is
visiting Europe as Beijing
struggles to repair deteri-
orating relations with the
bloc — an effort made more
urgent by its domestic eco-
nomic struggles and ongo-
ing frictions with the US.
“No matter how the world
changes, China, as a respon-
sible major country, will
keep its major principles
and policies consistent
and stable and serve as a
staunch force for stabili-
ty in a turbulent world,”
Wang said during remarks
in Munich, while calling
for China and Europe to
“stay clear of geopolitical .
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ISLAMABAD: A view of massive traffic jam at Islamabad Expressway during rain that experienced in the Federal Capital. —~APP

‘EU must send ‘message of
support’ to Russian opposition’

Yulia Navalnaya was to join ministers of the 27-nation European Union in Brussels, as they
weigh their - limited - options for inflicting new costs on Russian President Vladimir Putin

Navalny’s widow to
meet EU ministers

BRUSSELS: Alexei Navalny’s widow will meet European foreign ministers in Brussels on Mon-
day, EU officials announced, as Russian courts jailed dozens of people detained at events com-
memorating the Kremlin critic. The 47-year-old opposition leader died in an Arctic prison on
Friday after spending more than three years behind bars, prompting outrage and condemna-
tion from Western leaders and his supporters. EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said he
would welcome Yulia Navalnaya to the bloc’s Foreign Affairs Council on Monday. “EU Ministers
will send a strong message of support to freedom fighters in Russia” and “honour” Navalny’s
memory, he added on X, formerly Twitter, on Sunday. Navalny was Russia’s most prominent
opposition leader and garnered a huge following as he campaigned against corruption under
President Vladimir Putin. In the hours following the announcement that her husband had died,
Navalnaya, who had not seen him in two years, said she held Putin personally responsible. She
called on the international community to “unite and defeat this evil, terrifying regime”. Ita-
ly’s Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said Navalnaya’s words “will make us feel the threat that
weighs on Russian citizens and on every region of our Europe”, where “violence, brutality, and
war have been shamefully and irresponsibly returned”.—Agencies

BRUSSELS: EU foreign minis-
ters were meeting the widow of
Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny Monday to send a “mes-
sage of support” to Kremlin op-
ponents after his death in jail,
the bloc’s top diplomat said. “We
have to send a message of sup-
port to the Russian opposition,”
EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell told journalists. Yulia Na-
valnaya was to join ministers of
the 27-nation European Union
in Brussels, as they weigh their
- limited - options for inflicting
new costs on Russian President
Vladimir Putin. Navalny’s death
in an Arctic prison last week has
shocked the country’s exiled op-
position which - along with the
West - pointed the finger at the
Kremlin. The EU has already im-
posed unprecedented sanctions
on Moscow - including on Putin
- over its invasion of Ukraine and
officials concede it will be difficult
to impose further major pain after
Navalny’s death. But Borrell said

he expected EU member states to
propose fresh sanctions on those
directly responsible for Navalny’s
treatment, including in Russia’s
prison system. “The
great responsible is Putin him-
self,” Borrell said. He said that
Brussels would look to rename
its global human rights sanc-
tions blacklist after Navalny in a
symbolic move. German Foreign
Minister Annalena Baerbock said
ministers would “initiate further
sanctions measures” over Naval-
ny’s death. “The Russian brutal
war of aggression... is not just a
war against Ukraine, but against
freedom itself,” she said. Other
ministers said the death of Pu-
tin’s greatest domestic foe should
serve to bolster backing for Kyiv
as its outgunned forces struggle
to hold back Russia.  “Putin is
a murderer. Putin has murdered
one person who fought for free-
dom for democracy, and this is ex-
actly why we have to keep going,”
said Estonian Foreign Minister

Margus Tsahkna. “The most clear
response would be if we finally
do our job. We have to support
Ukraine.” That was echoed by
Belgian minister Hadja Lahbib

who warned that the death of
Navalny served to underline the
threat the Kremlin poses as it
presses its offensive of Ukraine.
“We must be aware of what is at

stake today,” she said. “If
Russia manages to expand, it is a
dictatorship that will expand and
move a little closer to the Europe-

Von der Leyen to seek
second EU term as far
right strength grows

BERLIN: Ursula von der Leyen is poised to announce
Monday her bid for a second term as chief of the Euro-
pean Commission, at a time when the bloc’s unity faces
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announces
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(aza doctors: ‘We
leave patients to scream
for hours and hours’

“Hamas continues to put Gaza’s most vulnerable

an Union.”

strong headwinds from the farright. At the helm since
2019, the 65-year-old had led the bloc’s executive body as
the EU traversed an extraordinary period of disruptions
- from Brexit to the coronavirus pandemic to Russia’s in-
vasion of its pro-EU neighbour Ukraine. Hendrik Wuest,
a key figure in von der Leyen’s Christian Democratic Un-
ion (CDU) party in Germany, said her new bid would be a
much needed constant at a time of uncertainties. “A sec-
ond term would be a sign of stability, that is all the more
needed at a time when our European values are being
attacked from all sides,” he told news site Politico. Von
der Leyen’s candidacy is expected to be announced at
around midday at a press conference at the CDU’s head-
quarters in Berlin. The broader alliance of conservatives
across the bloc - the European People’s Party group to
which the CDU belongs - would then name her as its lead
candidate for the post in Bucharest on March 6-7, EPP
leader Manfred Weber has said. Von der Leyen, a protege
of former German chancellor Angela Merkel who has
served as minister on all four of her cabinets, is the first
woman to lead the commission. A second von der Leyen
commission would likely find itself with a changed polit-
ical landscape. Voter surveys suggest extreme-right, an-
ti-immigrant parties across Europe will grab more seats
in European Parliament elections on June 6-9, pushing
the legislature to the right. That could slow progress to-
wards European Union green transition that von der Ley-
en had made a cornerstone of her first term. It could also
grow the cohort of European lawmakers sympathetic to
Donald Trump should he regain the White House. - DNA

Gas Development Company
Limited (OGDCL) has an-
nounced a significant break-
through in its exploration
efforts with the discovery of
gas and condensate at the
Kharo-1, a well drilled in the
Khewari exploration license
area, located in Khairpur dis-
trict of Sindh province.Fol-
lowing rigorous drilling and
testing operations conducted
with OGDCL's proprietary
expertise, the Kharo-1l well
reached an impressive depth
of 3,762 meters. Subsequent
testing procedures registered
promising results, showcas-
ing a flow rate of 14.3 million
standard cubic feet per day
(MMSCFD) of gas, comple-
mented by 93 barrels per day
(bbls/d) of condensate. These
exceptional results were ob-
tained at a 32/64-inch choke
size, with a wellhead flowing
pressure (WHFP) of 2,737
pounds per square inch (psi),
originating from Massive
sand strata of the Lower
Goru Formation.—APP

citizens in serious danger by cynically using
hospitals for terror,” it earlier told the BBC

NEews DESK
LONDON: “Because of the
shortage of painkillers we
leave patients to scream
for hours and hours,”
one told the BBC. The
World Health Organization
(WHO) has described the
state of healthcare in Gaza
as being “beyond words”.
It said 23 hospitals in Gaza
were not functioning at
all as of Sunday - 12 were
partially functioning and
one minimally. The health
agency said air strikes and
a lack of supplies have “de-
pleted an already under-re-
sourced system”. WHO
says Nasser hospital, raid-
ed by IDF, not functional
The Israel Defense Forces
(IDF) says Hamas “system-

atically uses hospitals and care workers say. There earlier told the BBC.

medical centres for its ter-
ror activities”. In a state-
ment to the BBC, it said
the IDF “did not ‘attack’
hospitals, but rather en-
tered specific areas... [to]
neutralise Hamas’ infra-
structure and equipment,
and apprehend Hamas ter-
rorists, while acting with
great caution”. It said it
was allowing humanitarian
aid into Gaza, including
medical supplies. Aid or-
ganisations, including the
WHO, say there have been
“repeated access restric-
tions and denials”. Warn-
ing: This article contains
details some readers may
find upsetting Hospitals
stretched

Many of Gaza’s hospitals
are overcrowded and have
limited equipment, health-

are reports that some hos-
pitals in southern Gaza are
operating at over 300% of
their bed capacity. Four
field hospitals have been
set up in Gaza, with 305
beds combined, according
to the WHO. On Sunday,
it said the Nasser hospital
in southern Gaza was the
latest facility to become
non-operational, following
a raid by Israeli forces.
The IDF said on Sunday
night it had found weapons
at the hospital, as well as
medicines with the names
and photos of hostages on
them, and had apprehend-
ed “hundreds of terrorists”
hiding there. “Hamas con-
tinues to put Gaza’s most
vulnerable citizens in seri-
ous danger by cynically us-
ing hospitals for terror,” it

The former commandos were eligible to apply for relocation under the Afghan Relocation and
Assistance Policy, but dozens have since been attacked or killed by the Taliban after being rejected

DNA

LONDON: Elite Afghan soldiers
who served alongside coalition
forces against the Taliban were
rejected from relocating to the
UK by British special forces per-
sonnel, the BBC reported on
Monday. Documents leaked to
the national broadcaster reveal
that despite compelling evidence
of involvement in the anti-Taliban
campaign — a prerequisite of the
British relocation scheme — many
Afghan commando applications
were axed by UK special forces
reviewers. The former comman-
dos were eligible to apply for re-
location under the Afghan Relo-
cation and Assistance Policy, but
dozens have since been attacked

or killed by the Taliban after be-
ing rejected. The CF 333 and ATF
444 units, dubbed the “Triples,”
fought alongside British special
forces in some of the most danger-
ous campaigns of the war. Their
relocation applications appear to
have been sent to their former
colleagues in Britain for approval
or rejection as part of a new stand-
ard operating procedure. But the
designated chain of command has
been criticized over an apparent
conflict of interest, with special
forces units in the UK, including
the SAS, long facing controversy
over war crimes allegations. The
Afghan soldiers applying for re-
location may have been able to
add crucial eyewitness accounts
of war crimes, threatening the
reopening of an official investiga-

tion that was shut down in 2019.
One British former special forces
officer said: “It’s a clear conflict
of interest. At a time when certain
actions by UK special forces are
under investigation by a public
inquiry, their headquarters also
had the power to prevent former
Afghan special forces colleagues
and potential witnesses to these
actions from getting safely to the
UK.” Armed Forces Minister James
Heappey recently pledged to review
about 2,000 Triples applications af-
ter discovering that the reasoning
behind some rejections was “not
robust.” Internal emails from the
UK’s Ministry of Defence demon-
strate the power of special forces
reviewers to make or break relo-
cation applications. In some cases,
civil servants tried to challenge re-

jections made by the special forces
but were rebuffed. Former Triples
members told the BBC from Af
ghanistan that they now face signif-
icant danger and are unable to stay
with their families or work.

One was beaten and interrogated
by Taliban authorities before going
on the run. He said: “I'm living in a
very bad situation. I am in hiding
and mostly my family can’t live to-
gether and we cannot go out and
we cannot work. “I was sure that
my British colleagues and friends,
who we worked for several years
alongside, would help me to evac-
uate to safety.“Now I feel that
the sacrifices I made have been
forgotten. I feel I have been left
alone in the midst of hell.” In an-
other case, a former Triples mem-
ber, at the time of the group’s

joint operations with the SAS,
complained to British military au-
thorities over alleged war crimes
perpetrated by his Western col-
leagues. Pending an investigation,
he forbade his men from taking
part in supporting operations
for SAS missions, alleging that
extrajudicial killings of Afghan
civilians were taking place. An
MoD spokesperson said: “We are
conducting an independent, case-
by-case review of all applications
from former members of Afghan
specialist units, which includes ap-
plications from the Triples. “This
review will consider all available
evidence, including that provided
by third parties. The review is be-
ing carried out by independent staff
who have not previously worked
on these applications.”

PORT MORESBY: Fif-
ty-three people have been
killed in tribal violence in
Papua New Guinea’s high-
lands, police said, the latest
in a string of mass deaths
linked to long-running feuds
in the region. Police Com-
missioner David Manning
said on Sunday that officers
and soldiers had retrieved
the bodies of 53 men. They
are believed to have been
killed near the town of Wa-
bag, 600 kilometres north-
west of the capital Port
Moresby. The exact circum-
stances of the deaths were
not immediately clear, but
police said there had been
reports of heavy gunfire in
the area. The incident is
thought to be linked to a
conflict between Sikin and
Kaekin tribesmen. Police
received graphic videos
and photos purporting to
be from the scene. They
showed stripped and blood-
ied bodies lying by the side
of the road and piled up on
the back of a flatbed truck.
Highland clans have fought
each other in Papua New
Guinea for centuries, but
an influx of automatic weap-
ons has made clashes more
deadly and escalated the cy-
cle of violence. Papua New
Guinea’s government has
tried suppression, media-
tion, amnesties and a range
of other strategies to con-
trol the violence, with little
success.—DNA

Six killed, 30
trapped in
Afghanistan
avalanche:
provincial
official

KABUL: An avalanche has
killed at least six people
and trapped 30 more in the
eastern Afghan province of
Nuristan, a provincial offi-
cial said on Monday, after
swaths of the country saw
heavy snowfall. “It is still
snowing. Rescue efforts are
under way and the number
of dead may increase,” pro-
vincial head of information
and culture Jamiullah Hashi-
mi told AFP. The avalanche
swept through the village of
Nakre in the Tatin valley of
Nuristan overnight on Sun-
day, blanketing homes in
snow and rubble. Around
20 houses were destroyed
or heavily damaged, Hashi-
mi added. “Due to clouds
and rain, the helicopter can-
not land in Nuristan,” said
Maulvi Mohammad Nabi
Adel, the head of public
works in the province, add-
ing that snow had blocked
one of the main roads into
the province, making “the
rescue operation difficult”.
Nuristan province, which
borders Pakistan, is most-
ly covered by mountain-
ous forests and hugs the
southern end of the Hindu
Kush mountain range This
year, the arrival of snow
was delayed across much
of Afghanistan, which is ac-
customed to harsh winters.
The exceptionally low level
of rain in a country that re-
lies heavily on agriculture
has forced many farmers to
delay planting.—APP

Indian air-
lines ordered
to stop bag-
gage delay
chaos

DNA

LONDON: Some of India’s
top airlines have been or-
dered to start sending out
passengers’ bags within 10
minutes of the plane’s en-
gine shutting down. The civ-
il aviation ministry has said
that passengers’ luggage
should be delivered to them
within 10 to 30 minutes
after landing. The airlines
have until 26 February to
comply with the order. Late
baggage delivery has been a
persistent problem across
airports. The Bureau of Civ-
il Aviation Security (BCAS)
directed seven airlines,
including carriers like Air
India, Vistara and IndiGo,
to implement necessary
measures to ensure timely
delivery of baggage. The
directive comes after the
aviation ministry monitored
the time it took for luggage
to be delivered to passen-
gers at six major airports
in India. The operations of
seven airlines were scruti-
nized across 3,600 flights.
A statement by the ministry
said that the review exer-
cise began in January and
was still ongoing. It also
said that though the perfor-
mance of all airlines with
regards to baggage delivery
had improved.—APP
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Spainto
impose
sanctions
on violent
Israeli
settlers
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MADRID: Spain will impose
sanctions on violent Israeli
settlers in the West Bank
unilaterally if its European
Union partners fail to reach
an agreement on the issue,
Foreign Minister Jose Ma-
nuel Albares said on Monday.
He said Spain, which has also
been critical of Israel’s mil-
itary offensive in Gaza, will
push for the approval of such
sanctions during a meeting of
EU’s foreign ministers held
in Brussels on Monday.

“If there’s no agreement,
Spain will proceed individ-
ually with these sanctions
against the violent set-
tlers,” Albares told report-
ers before the meeting.
Irish Foreign Minister Mi-
chael Martin said earlier on
Monday he hoped the EU
countries would unanimous-
ly approve these sanctions.
Last week, French author-
ities banned 28 Israeli
settlers from entering the
country, accusing them of
attacking Palestinians in
the occupied West Bank.
UN figures show that daily
settler attacks have more
than doubled since Hamas’
surprise attack on Israel
on Oct. 7 and the ensuing
assault on the Palestinian
enclave of Gaza. While in-
ternational attention has
focused on that cross-bor-
der assault and Israel’s
subsequent war there, Eu-
ropean officials have also
expressed concern about
rising violence against Pal-
estinians in the West Bank.

NA-241
winner Baig
dismisses

PTT’s claim

Nazir SiyaL

KARACHI: Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) leader
Dr Mirza IkhtiarBaig on
Monday dismissed media
reports about his dual na-
tionality saying that he
had renounced his Canadi-
an citizenship long before
elections. Baig termed the
claim of PTI affiliated inde-
pendent candidate of NA-
241, Khurram Sher Zaman,
about his dual nationality as
misleading. In a tweet, Zam-
an said Baig was allowed by
the Election Appellate Tri-
bunal to run as a candidate
in NA-241 constituency de-
spite being a dual citizen of
Canada and Pakistan.

“But the time is now to pro-
vide documentary proof of
renunciation of Canadian
citizenship or be disqual-
ified under the constitu-
tion’s Article 63(1),” he
added. The PPP leader,
who won the election on the
NA-241 seat as an opponent
of Zaman, said the docu-
ments about his renuncia-
tion of Canadian citizenship
along with an affidavit were
submitted to the Election
Appellate Tribunal of SHC.

Support for Ukraine’s reconstruction is about “investing
in the future,” Kishida said. “The war in Ukraine is still
going on at this very moment and the situation is not
easy. The promotion of economic reconstruction

SC rejects Withdrawal of plea
seeking annulment of polls

“Court cannot be subjected to such mockery,” says top judge
while questioning if plea was filed by petitioner himself

SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Expressing dismay over the
withdrawal of the plea seeking annulment
of the February 8 elections, Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) QaziFaez Isa on Monday or-
dered the authorities to find the complain-
ant and present him before the Supreme
Court at the next hearing. Stressing that
the top court cannot be subjected to such
mockery, CJP Isa directed the authorities
to “find and present the complainant be-
fore the court” stressing that the SC will
hear this case. The top judge’s remarks
come as a three-member bench of the Su-
preme Court (SC) led by the chief justice
and comprising Justice MusarratHilali and
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar, conducted
the hearing on Brig (retd) Ali Khan’s peti-
tion seeking re-elections over the issue of
alleged rigging in the polls.

The development comes in the backdrop of
concerns raised by several political parties
including Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Jamaat-e-Is-
lami and JamiatUlema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUL-F)
who have expressed dissatisfaction over
the transparency of the general elections.
Doubts over the polls were further ex-
acerbated by the revelations made by
now-former Rawalpindi commissioner Li-
aqatChatha, who on Saturday, tendered
his resignation out of “guilty conscience”

THC summons PM for
3rd time in missing
Baloch students case

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-HagKakar has been sum-
moned for the third time by the Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Monday in
the case pertaining to the missing Baloch students. The court orders came
before its bench adjourned today's hearing till February 28. "Caretaker prime
minister should not consider coming to court as an insult," Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, who is heading the bench, remarked during the hearing. The
caretaker prime minister should not go to Karachi for the next hearing, but
appear before the court, the IHC judge added. "No one is above the law here,"
the judge said, stating that the premier was summoned because he was "ac-
countable". The judge was upset over the absence of PM Kakar, reminding the
Attorney General for Pakistan Mansoor Usman Awan about the second time
he has skipped appearing before the court. Justice Kayani also inquired about
other caretaker ministers as well as the defence and interior secretary. How-
ever, Interior Secretary AftabDurrani appeared before the court later. A day
earlier, IHC’s Justice Kayani issued a four-page written order summoning PM
Kakar, defence and interior ministers along with the secretaries of the min-
istries concerned. They were directed to ensure their physical appearance
in today's hearing at 10am. Along with the caretaker premier, the caretaker
ministers of interior and defence have also been summoned. At the onset of
the hearing, IHC’s Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani said it took two years to re-

for abetting large-scale electoral rigging in
the garrison city further raising the politi-
cal mercury in the country. The Rawalpindi
Division comprises 13 National Assem-
bly seats, on which 11 Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) candidates were
successful, while the rest were secured
by an independent candidate and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP). The division also has
27 provincial seats — on which PML-N was
successful on 15 and 11 independents.
During today’s hearing, CJP Isa ques-
tioned whether the petition was filed
for mere publicity. “The complainant
[had] released the petition to the me-
dia as soon it was filed,” the top judge
said while directing the authorities to
establish contact with the petitioner
via telephone. The top judge further di-
rected the additional attorney general
to coordinate with the relevant station
house officer (SHO) and present the
complainant before the court. “Who
knows if the complainant himself filed
the petition or not? [...] What if he says
that he hasn’t withdrawn the petition,”
the chief justice questioned.

The apex court, during the hearing, was
told that the petitioner could neither be
reached via his stated telephone num-
ber nor his address despite having a
notification issued by the Defence Min-
istry as well. The court then adjourned
the hearing till February 21.
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KARACHI: Social media plat-
form X has been restored in
Pakistan on Monday after an
over 36-hour blockade since
February 17 (Saturday). Net-
blocks — a global internet
monitor — had reported on
Saturday the “national-scale
disruption to X amid escalat-
ing unrest and protests over
allegations of election fraud,
following a high-level resigna-
tion and public admission of
vote manipulation” by Rawal-
pindi Commissioner Liaqgat
Ali Chatha, who admitted to
rigging under his watch, trig-
gering a fresh wave of contro-
versy over poll results.

In an update on Sunday,
the watchdog had noted the
continuous restriction of the
platform which it said was
“the latest and longest in a
series of nation-scale inter-
net censorship measures im-
posed by authorities.” It is,
however, important to note
that X was restored for half
an hour yesterday but was
blocked again while the PTA
is not responding to queries.

MolB halts
allotment
of plots to
journalists
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cover the people of our country, but not all children have been recovered yet.

ISLAMABAD: In a recent

Yasmin urges
courts to protect
people's mandate

AsBID Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader and
former provincial minister Dr Yasmin Rashid has
said the court should protect people's mandate. She
expressed these views while talking to media while
appearing in the Anti-Terrorism Court in connection
with the May 9 cases on Monday. Answering a ques-
tion about becoming opposition leader in the Punjab
Assembly, she replied she would act according to the
party’s direction. Yasmin stated she had no hope at-
tached with the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). “The nation is looking at the judiciary for jus-
tice. The people of Pakistan came out of their homes
to vote to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf despite appre-
hensions and fears but their trust has been breached,”
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf leader said. “People have
pinned high hopes with the judiciary and it should
she concluded.

take action to set the things right,”
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Jordan to Pakistan Dr. Maen Khreasat met with Dr. Akbar Nassir
Khan, IG Islamabad Police and visited the Safe City control room, a top of the line
in advanced surveillance technology. — DNA

development, on the recom-
mendation of Grievance Re-
dressal Committee, a body
formed by the Ministry of In-
formation and Broadcasting
to address grievances within
the journalism community
the MoIB put a temporary
halt to the allotment process
of plots to journalists. Com-
mittee has recommended
that the process be suspend-
ed until the Grievance Re-
dressal Committee finalizes
its recommendations.

Furthermore, the Com-
mittee recommended the
Ministry that revised lists of
allotment for residential plot-
sunder the quota in the Fed-
eral Government Employees
Housing Scheme, Bharakahu
Green Enclavel and Phase-
II (F-14/ 15) will be made
available subsequent to the
completion of the Grievanc-
es Redressal Committee’s
deliberations and the sub-
mission of its report.

Portuguese writer José Luis
Peixoto coming to Pakistan
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ISLAMABAD: José Luis Peixoto, from Portugal,
acclaimed author and poet is coming to Pakistan,
this February 2024. With initiative of the Embas-
sy of Portugal in Islamabad, and the support of
the Portuguese Institute Camoes, José Luis Peix-
oto will participate in the Literary Festival of
Lahore 2024, taking place this month on Friday
23rd till Sunday 25th.

In Islamabad, the author will be participating
in University events with students and profes-
sors, and interacting with Pakistanis’ writers,
journalists and culture related figures. José
Luis Peixoto (born in 1974 in Alentejo, south of
Portugal) is one of Portugal’s most renowned
contemporary authors, winner of the José Sar-
amago Literary Award, amongst others, and
his prose and poetry books have been translat-
ed into more than 30 languages.

At the Lahore Literary Festival 2024, the au-
thor will engage in several thematic discussion
panels and will showcase his views on litera-
ture, life, his literary career, and literature in
the Portuguese language speaking countries (9
countries in 4 continents). - DNA

Gaza death
toll tops

20,000 as
hunger soars

Houthi group’s military
forces in Yemen said on
Monday that they had fired
missiles at a British ship in
the Gulf of Aden, causing
significant damage to it

NEews DEskK

GAZA CITY: As the US-backed Israeli gen-
ocidal war on the Gaza Strip entered day
136 on Monday, massive aerial and artillery
strikes continued to pound neighborhoods,
homes and shelter centers and massacre
more civilians, mostly children and wom-
en. Palestinian Information Center (PIC)
said that the Israeli occupation army con-
tinued to attack different areas of Gaza,
killing and injuring dozens of citizens.

According to local media sources, one civilian
was martyred and others were injured when
the Israeli army targeted a number of citizens
on Road 5 in western Khan Yunis, while five
other martyrs were evacuated to the Europe-
an Gaza Hospital following other Israeli at-
tacks on Khan Yunis. Casualties were also re-
ported following an Israeli attack on a house
in the east of Deir al-Balah in central Gaza.
Meanwhile, bodies of four martyrs were re-
trieved today from the rubble of Rotana Hall
in Miraj area, south of Khan Yunis, which had
been bombed on Sunday. Other casualties
were reported in different areas of Gaza fol-
lowing Israeli aerial, artillery and shooting at-
tacks last night and monday. Meanwhile, The
Ansarullah (Houthi) group’s military forces
in Yemen said on Monday that they had fired
missiles at a British ship in the Gulf of Aden,
causing significant damage to it. “Our naval
forces have attacked the British ship, Ru-
bymar, in the Gulf of Aden with a number
of missiles,” military spokesman for the
group YehyaSarea said in a televised state-
ment aired by al-Masirah satellite channel.
“As a result of the extensive damage the
ship sustained, it is now at risk of potential
sinking in the Gulf of Aden. During the op-
eration, we made sure that the ship’s crew
left it safely,” Sarea added. “Our attacks in
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden will not stop
unless the (Israeli) aggression against
Gaza stops,” the spokesman said.
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TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida on Monday pledged his country’s long-
term engagement in Ukraine’s reconstruction,
calling it a future investment, as Japan stressed
its commitment to supporting the wartorn
country ahead of the twoyear anniversary
of Russia’s invasion. In his keynote speech
at a conference Japan co-organized with the
Ukrainian government and business organiza-
tions, Kishida said Japanese public and private
cooperation will be a longterm partnership
based on inclusivity, humanitarianism as well
as technology and knowledge. More than 50
cooperation deals were signed by Japanese
and Ukrainian government agencies and com-
panies. Kishida stressed the importance of
investment across industries for the future of
that country’s development and ensuring that
the support caters to Ukraine’s needs.

Support for Ukraine’s reconstruction is
about “investing in the future,” Kishida
said. “The war in Ukraine is still going
on at this very moment and the situation
is not easy. The promotion of economic

reconstruction, however, is not only an in-
vestment for the future of Ukraine but also
investing in Japan and the whole globe.”
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Denys Shmyhal,
who heads headed his country’s delegation
of more than 100 people, expressed thanks
for the encouragement and said that “today
is the new start of cooperation between the
two countries.” He said “Ukraine is not just
rebuilding, we are generating new rules of
the game, new approaches,” he said. All
eyes are on Ukraine, and “dictators and
potential invaders” are also turning their
eyes to see how Russia’s violation of the
international law is seen and how the world
will react to it. About 300 people and 80
companies are to attend from the two coun-
tries, Japanese officials have said. The Ja-
pan-Ukraine Conference for Promotion of
Economic Growth and Reconstruction is
co-organized by the Japanese and Ukrain-
ian governments, Japan’s powerful busi-
ness organization Keidanren, and Japan
External Trade Organization, or JETRO.
The two sides issued a joint communique,
stating Japan’s long-term support in help-
ing Ukraine achieve economic stability.
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