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Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan calls on Prime
Minister; Pakistan and Turkiye enjoyed exemplary
bilateral relations that were based on shared
history, religion and culture and were unshakeable

I

Ministers take
charge of
their oifices

ISLAMABAD Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan H.E. Dr. Mehmet Pacac1 calls on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif. Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar and SAPM Tariq Fatemi are also present. — DNA

Digital Punjab vision

LLahore to get
another Arfa

Dar has been given
the portfolio of FM,
Ahsan is the Minister
for Planning

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABADTurkish Ambassador to Pakistan H.E. Dr. Meh-
met Pacaci, paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif, earlier today. The Ambassador congrat-
ulated the Prime Minister on his re-election and conveyed

Turkish President
congratulates

President Zardari

best wishes from the leadership of Turkiye and emphasized
the importance of strengthening the fraternal ties between
both countries. The Prime Minister deeply appreciated the
congratulatory telephone call and message of felicitations
from President Recep Tayyip Erdogan immediately after
his re-election. He emphasised that Pakistan and Turkiye

Both Presidents also exchanged views
on matters of bilateral importance

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has allocat-
ed portfolios to the new-

STAFF REPORT

lyformed 19-member fed-
eral cabinet, Dunya News

Karim Tower

The Chief Minister of Punjab Maryam

Nawaz also approves the launch of
free Wi-F1 pilot project in Lahore

PPP JUI-F form
alliance for

enjoyed exemplary bilateral relations that were based on
shared history, religion and culture and were unshakeable.

The Prime Minister said both countries needed to work to-
gether to achieve the annual target of US$ 5 billion in bi-
lateral trade. He also called upon the two sides to enhance
their bilateral cooperation in all areas of mutual interest
including trade, defence, connectivity and culture. In this
regard, he congratulated Turkiye on the successful flight
of KAAN 5th generation fighter aircraft. On core issues,
the Prime Minister said Pakistan deeply appreciated Turki-
ye’s firm and consistent support for the oppressed people

reported. According to a
notification, Khawaja Asif
has been named defence
minister. He has also been
assigned additional portfo-
lios of defence production
and aviation. Ishaq Dar has
been given the portfolio of
foreign minister, Ahsan
Igbal is the Minister for
Planning, Development and

ISLAMABAD: The President of Turkiye, Recep
Tayyip Erdo an, called President Asif Ali Zardari
and congratulated him on assuming the office of
the President of Pakistan. Both Presidents also ex-
changed views on matters of bilateral importance
and underscored the need for further improving
cooperation in all areas of mutual interest. Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari thanked the Turkish Presi-
dent for his telephone call and warm wishes. Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari wished Happy Ramadan to
Turkish nation and desired to see role of Turkish

ABID Raza

LAHORE: “IT, Education and Film City
projects to start in Lahore at the earliest,”

said Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
while presiding over a meeting on IT City

of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJK).

Continued on Page 06

women in Islamic world. He also desired to soon
invite President Recep Tayyip Erdo an to Pakistan.

For two weeks

Briefs

10-member
Sindh cabinet
takes oath

Nasir Shah, Sharjeel
Memon and
others sworn in as

Imran can’t hold
meetings inside jail

PTI founder serving a total of 31 years
sentence in multiple cases in Adiala Jail

Special Measures. Muham-
mad Aurangzeb has been
assigned the portfolio of
finance and revenue, while
Mohsin Naqvi has been
assigned the portfolio of

Continued on Page 06

4 Bangladesh )
releases opp.
party leader

Rahman was arrested in
December 2022, days
after he announced his

and Lahore Knowledge Park. She add-
ed,”Business opportunities will be provid-
ed to the best IT companies from all over
the world in IT City Lahore.” Madam Chief
Minister expressed her satisfaction that
Microsoft, Oracle and other big companies
have given their consent to establish of-
fices in IT City Lahore. She also directed
the authorities concerned to invite major
Chinese IT companies as well to set up
their offices here. Moreover, Madam Chief
Minister was briefed that campuses of
world-renowned international universities
will also be built in Education City Lahore
for the students from all over Pakistan in-
cluding Punjab. She directed to present a

Continued on Page 06

Six seats in general category fall
vacant — one in Islamabad, two in
Sindh and three in Balochistan

MEenTAB PIrRZADA

ISLAMABAD: As the newly formed
government moves towards the Sen-
ate election on 48 seats, the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) and Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) have decided
to support each other in the March
14 by-polls of the upper house of par-
liament, in a meeting on Tuesday.

Continued on Page 06

provincial ministers

Nazir SiyAL

KARACHI: A 10-member
new provincial cabinet of
Sindh has taken the oath of
office at a ceremony held
at Sindh Governor House.
Sindh Govenor Kamran
Tessori administered the
oath to the provincial min-
isters. Top officials includ-
ing Sindh Chief Minister
Murad Ali Shah attended
the ceremony. The min-
isters inducted into the
provincial cabinet include
Sharjeel Inam Memon, Na-
sir Hussain Shah, Saeed
Ghani, Sardar Ali Shah, Dr
Azra Fazal Pechuho, Sard-
ar Mohammad Baksh Ma-
har, Zia Ul Hassan Lanjar,

Continued on Page 06
‘Positive
criticism

welcome’

Ahsan Igbal resolves
to cut government
expenses

ADIL SHAHEEN

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal said on Tuesday that
positive criticism is to be
welcomed. Speaking to
media in Islamabad, Igbal
said: “The opposition had
practically accepted the
poll results of the general
elections, slated to hap-
pen on February 8.” “The
premier had emphasised
the need for slashing the
prices of power and gas,”
he added. Igbal resolves to
cut government expenses
by taking austerity meas-
ures.” He maintained:
“Even in the past, we had
initiated the developmen-
tal projects, but due to po-
litical instability, the pro-
jects were not completed.”

Kuayam ABBASI

RAWALPINDI: The Punjab government on
Tuesday imposed a two-week ban on all public
visits, meetings and interviews at Rawalpindi’s
Adiala jail citing “security” threats — a move de-
cried by PTI leaders, who deemed it a deliberate
plan to stop them from meeting party founder
Imran Khan, who is currently incarcerated at the
facility. In a letter written to the Punjab prisons
chief, the Punjab Home Department said its
Internal Security Wing conveyed that “there
exist different types of threats to [the] secu-
rity of Adiala jail as some anti-state terrorist
groups supported by the enemies of Pakistan
have planned to conduct targeted attacks”.

“As a security measure against the aforemen-
tioned attacks”, the department requested
the prison chief to “stop the public visits/
meetings/interviews within the Adiala Jail
immediately for two weeks”. The decision
was taken days after the Rawalpindi Cou-
nter Terrorism Department (CTD) and

Continued on Page 06

ECP accepts plea
seeking Gandapur's

disqualification

A two-member ECP bench
issued a short order on the plea

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) accepted a
plea seeking the disqualification of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur for hearing.
According to the details, the election
watchdog also directed the chief min-
ister to appear before the District Elec-
tion Commissioner on March 26. A
two-member ECP bench issued a short
order on the plea, maintaining that
Ali Amin Gandapur did not submit his

Continued on Page 06

party would join other
opposition parties in
nationwide protests
to oust Hasina

AGENCIES

DHAKA: Bangladesh has
freed the head of Jamaat-i-Is-
lami, the largest religio-po-
litical party, officials said on
Tuesday, 15 months since
counter-terrorism  officers
arrested him after he vowed
to take part in anti-govern-
ment protests. The release
of  Jamaati-Islami  chief
Shafiqur Rahman comes as
political tension eases follow-
ing Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s fourth consecutive
election victory in January.

kContinued on Page 06 j
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Qatar says Israel, Hamas ‘not
near a deal’ on Gaza truce

All parties were “continuing to work in the negotiations to
reach a deal hopefully within the confines of Ramadan”
al-Ansari told a news conference

NEws DESK

DOHA/GAZA CITY: Israel and Hamas are not close to a
deal to halt the fighting in Gaza and free captives, mediator
Qatar has said, warning that the situation remained “very
complicated”. Despite weeks of talks involving US, Qatari
and Egyptian mediators, the Muslim holy month of Rama-
dan began on Monday without the start of a truce and an
exchange of people held that they had aimed for.

“We are not near a deal, meaning that we are not see-
ing both sides converging on language that can resolve
the current disagreement over the implementation of a
deal,” said Qatari Foreign Ministry spokesperson Majed
al-Ansari. All parties were “continuing to work in the ne-
gotiations to reach a deal hopefully within the confines
of Ramadan”, al-Ansari told a news conference. Majed
Al Ansari, spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, says during the weekly media briefing: “Regard-
ing the talk about pressure on Hamas, as a mediator,
Qatar has been exchanging views between both sides.

Continued on Page 06

Yemen claims
responsibility for
attack on US ship

ForeiGgN DEsk

SANA’A: Yemen’s armed forces announced at dawn
Tuesday that they targeted a US-owned ship in the
Red Sea with multiple naval missiles. “The Yem-
eni army’s naval forces, with the help of Allah Al-
mighty, carried out a targeting operation against
the American ship ‘Pinocchio’ in the Red Sea with
a number of appropriate naval missiles, and the
strike was accurate, thanks to God,” Yemeni army
spokesperson Yehya Sariee said in a statement.

Continued on Page 06

Ramadan Village Jtoh

Immerse yourself in the spirit of Holy Ramadan with our exquisite
feast, where the flavours pay homage to the fasting tradition,
surrounded by nature under the sky

Time: Iftar to 10:00 PM

For reservations, please call at 051-111-133-133
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ICCI President

urges unity for
economic stability

ICCI President calls for unity among institutions to address
economic challenges, pledges support to national press club

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI) Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari on
Tuesday urged all segments of the
society to work with enthusiasm and
reconciliation as it is inevitable in
current socio-economic circumstanc-
es of the country. He said this dur-
ing his visit to National Press Club
(NPC) along ICCI's delegation. “It
was a requirement of the time that
all institutions including Parliament,
Media, and Business communities
should work together for the coun-
try’s development,” he said, adding
that all segments should work for
sorting prevailing economic issues
being faced by the country. The del-
egation met maiden office bearers

of the NPC that are President Azhar
Jatoi Khan, Secretary General Nayar
Ali, Finance Secretary Waqar Abba-
si and others. Bakhtawari extended
his best wishes to new office hold-
ers of the club and hoped that the
new body will work for community
development and enhancing the pos-
itive image of the country; it is the
biggest club of journalists across
the country. He said that the ICCI
would extend its complete support
to the NPC to resolve the prevailing
issues, in the country adding that
the media role is important to build
the positive image of the country in
the world. The NPC also should play
its role to keep all decision makers
either that are in opposition or in
ruling set-up on the same with one
cause of national interest.

Elaborating media and commerce

interlinkage, President ICCI stat-
ed that these both are equally im-
portant for each other, adding that
the chamber has been planning to
launch some development projects
in the city such as schools and hos-
pitals from which Journalists would
get equal benefit.

Secretary General United Business
Group (UBG) Zafar Bakhtawri re-
called that Pakistani journalists
rendered many sacrifices during ful-
fillment of their professional respon-
sibilities, adding that true journal-
ists made special space and respect
among all of us. On the occasion, Pres-
ident Jatoi paid thanks to the ICCI
delegation and reiterated to jointly
work with ICCI, adding that currently
traders as well as Journalists are fac-
ing problems due to bad economic cir-
cumstances of the country. “We have
to make collective efforts to bring the
country back on track,” he said.
President Pakistan Federal Union
of Journalists (PFUJ) Afzal Butt said
that the NPC has dynamic and long
lasting relations with ICCI. He said
that the chamber has always support-
ed the press club in all thick and thin.
The ICCI delegation includes Khalid
Chauhdry, Naveed Malik, Saif Ur Reh-
man Khan, Nisar Mirza, Ishfq Chatta,
Wasim Chauhdry, Babar Chaudhry,
Naseeb Ilahi, Imtiaz Abbasi , Ab-
bas Hashmi, Nasir Chauhdry, Amir
Hamza and Zia Chauhdry.

Federal
Ministers
pay surprise
visit at G-6
utility store

ISLAMABAD : Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Attaullah Tarar along
with Federal Minister Rana
Tanveer Hussain paid a
surprise visit to the util-
ity store at Abpara Mar-
ket, G-6 Islamabad. Both
the ministers visited the
utility store on the di-
rectives of Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif and
reviewed quality of the
edibles being sold at sub-
sidized rates under the
Ramazan Relief Package
2024. —APP

Free CML cancer meds
begin at civil hospital

QUETTA Balochistan
Secretary Health Abdul-
lah Khan said that Chronic
Myelogenous Leukemia
(CML) blood cancer was
curable and patients could
live a full life after treat-
ment. He said that the pro-
vision of free CML cancer
medicines have been start-
ed to the patients in Civil
Hospital Quetta after taking
practical measures in this
regard. About 765 patients
with CML blood cancer are
currently registered across
Balochistan, he said saying
that in fact, the word ‘can-
cer’ has become a stigma,
causing people to try to
hide the disease and there

were more victims because
late diagnosis worsens the
disease and delays treat-
ment. He said that timely
payment should be made
to the companies supplying
cancer drugs and transpar-
ency would be kept in mind
in the payment system so
that there was no interrup-
tion in the supply of cancer
drugs to the patients. The
Secretary Health issued di-
rective to the DG Health to
utilize all available resourc-
es to provide health related
facilities to the citizens and
should use all their abilities
for public service duties.
The Secretary also instruct-
ed officers to perform their

duties more diligently and
conscientiously than before
saying that the governance
and accountability system
has been strengthened by
preparing the health sector
strategy. Special attention
is being given to legislation
including financial disci-
pline to correct the system
in the health department,
he said. He said that ac-
cording to the vision of
Balochistan Chief Minis-
ter Mir Sarfraz Bugti and
Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shakeel Qadir Khan, special
attention was being paid to
the health sector, important
steps were being taken to
eliminate corruption.—APP

CDA plans Rs 2 bln
project to reforest
Margalla Hills

ISLAMABAD : In a bid to enhance the biodiversity and
green cover in Margalla Hills, the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) has prepared a PC-1 for a pro-
ject worth over Rs 2 billion to plant 10 million trees
in the park. The CDA is in process of sending the PC-I
to the federal government to secure funding in the
upcoming fiscal year 2024-25 under the public sec-
tor development programme, with the cost estimated
at Rs2,158.614 million. Islamabad is a stretch of over
an area of 908 sq. kilometres in which - as per the
master plan - Margalla Hills and 32 acquired villages
consist of 39,000 acres of land which was declared as
a national park in the 1980s. The park is located on
the northern edge of Islamabad, south of the Hari-
pur district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, extending over
15,782.74 hectares (39,000 acres). The PC-I for the
project ‘Enhancing the biodiversity and green cover
by managing the natural resources, maintenance and
rehabilitation of the landscape of Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park’ has been prepared by the environment
wing of the CDA and it will be implemented over five
years. According to the PC-I, the main objective of
the project is to “enhance the flora and fauna” of the
national park and its preservation for the attraction of
the public and tourists. The PC-I claims that the pro-
ject will also be helpful in the “mitigation of climate
change” and through this project, the CDA will im-
prove the aesthetics of the national park. “High birth
rate and shifting of settlements from other corners of
the country, Islamabad city is rapidly losing the green
cover due to construction activities.—APP

KP hospitals resume
health card plus services

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR : Provincial
Health Minister, Syed
Qasim Ali Shah Tuesday
announced reactivation
of free healthcare ser-
vices under the Health
Card Plus initiative for
the people of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. He made this
announcement while ad-
dressing a press confer-
ence here in Information
Cell at Civil Secretariat.
Minister Syed Qasim
Ali Shah shared that the
Health Card initiative
began in 2015, initially
covering four districts of
the province. By 2020,
the scheme had expand-
ed to cover the entire
province, with an annual
expenditure of 18 billion
rupees. The Health Min-
ister, along with Chief
Executive Sehat Sahulat

Program Dr. Riaz Tan-
oli and Program Direc-
tor Dr. Ijaz, provided
updates on the ongoing
efforts. Praising the suc-
cessful implementation
of Health Card services
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Minister Shah stated that
1800 different medical
treatments are now avail-
able for free in 118 pub-
lic and private hospitals
catering to various spe-
cialties across the prov-
ince. He highlighted that
a significant amount of ten
million rupees had already
been spent on the admis-
sion of seven hundred pa-
tients by noon on Tuesday.
This reflects a fulfilment
of Ex. Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan’s vision, which
has been rejuvenated,
and currently, an average
of three billion rupees
is spent monthly on the
Health Card.

Authorities crack down on
Nullah Lai Garbage

RAWALPINDI : Commissioner Rawalpindi Division, Engineer
Aamir Khattak has directed the authorities concerned to take
strict action against those throwing garbage in Nullah Lai. Accord-
ing to a Commissioner Office spokesperson, the Commissioner
while presiding over a meeting regarding development schemes
instructed the officers to take strict action against those throwing
garbage and building materials in Nulla Lai. Director Develop-
ment, Nazia Sudhan, Deputy Commissioner, Rawalpindi.—APP
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ISLAMABAD: Peoples waiting for their turn in a

Federal Capital.— ONLINE

W N

queue for subsidized flour on a Utility Store at the

KRPA to offer
incentives
for economic
documentation

PESHAWAR Director
General KPRA Miss Fou-
zia Igbal held a meeting
with the Advisor to Chief
Minister on Finance Mr.
Muzzammil Aslam at his
office on Tuesday. The DG
KPRA briefed the Advisor
on Finance about tax rates
in different sectors, major
revenue streams, and the
overall collection of KPRA
in the past eight months of
the current financial year.
The strategy for tax collec-
tion in the remaining four
months of the ongoing fi-
nancial year was discussed,
and the DG KPRA assured
the advisor that her team
is making every effort to
achieve the revenue target
assigned to the authority by
the provincial government.
Advisor to KPRA on Tax En-
forcement Mr. Fazal Amin
Shah also accompanied DG
KPRA and responded to the
queries. The advisor was
informed that KPRA has
collected Rs26.86 billion
by February 2024, and the
target for the current year
is Rs42 billion. The Advi-
sor to the Chief Minister on
Finance mentioned that the
tax policy for the next finan-
cial year will be formulated
after consultations with all
stakeholders. He directed
the DG KPRA and her team
to arrange pre-budget consul-
tations with representatives
from chambers of commerce
and industries, owners’ asso-
ciations of restaurants, ho-
tels, wedding halls, car show-
rooms, and catering service
providers for discussions.
It was decided that KPRA
would start lottery schemes
for restaurants/hotels to en-
courage documentation of
economy and tax accultur-
ation in the province and
incentivize the restaurants/
hotels business across the
province including the new-
ly merged districts. —APP

IG Punjab inspects Qurban
lines development

ABID Raza

LAHORE : Inspector Gen-
eral Police Punjab Dr. Us-
man Anwar visited Qurban
Lines and inspected the on-
going development works
in various offices. IG Pun-
jab Dr. Usman Anwar visit-
ed the Telecommunication
& Transport Headquarters
and reviewed the ongoing
construction works. IG Pun-
jab Dr Usman Anwar also
visited Security & Techni-
cal Procurement Headquar-
ters. IG Punjab Dr. Usman
Anwar said that the Tele-
communication & Trans-
port Wing has an important
role in establishing law and
order and modern policing.
IG Punjab directed the po-
lice officers to complete
the construction and reno-
vation of the offices within
the stipulated deadline. IG
Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar

said that control rooms in
telecommunication and
security and technical pro-
curement headquarters
are being equipped with
modern resources, provi-
sion of modern resources
will further improve the
performance of official af-
fairs. Dr. Usman Anwar said
that modern resources and
facilities will be available in
the provision of policing ser-
vices with the up gradation
of headquarters. IG Punjab
directed the officers to com-
plete the upgrade of police
offices across the province
on modern lines as soon as
possible. Earlier on, security
of religious places in PUN-
JAB beefed up. The Punjab
Police has formulated securi-
ty arrangements of religious
places of the province dur-
ing Ramazan and a security
plan has been finalised for
all 36,433 mosques, 2,179
imambargahs, 444 minority

places of worship across the
province. Inspector General
of Punjab Police Dr Usman
Anwar said more than 74,000
police officers, officials and
community volunteers would
be deployed for the security
of religious places while 200
walkthrough gates and more
than 12,000 metal detectors
would be used for sensitive
places. He said that search
operations and patrolling
had been increased around
mosques, imambargahs
and places of worship. Dur-
ing Sehr and Iftar timings,
Dolphin Squad, PRU, Elite
teams would carry out pa-
trolling. Dr Anwar said all
activities would be contin-
uously monitored with the
help of the Safe City camer-
as. He said that with the co-
operation of the citizens, an
atmosphere of peace would
be ensured during Ramazan
and the evil elements would
be held accountable.

RDA cracks down on
illegal Green Hawks

RAWALPINDI : Rawalpin-
di Development Authority
(RDA) here on Tuesday
launched an operation
and took strict action in
accordance with the law
against illegal housing
scheme Green Hawks.

According to a RDA
spokesman, the Met-
ropolitan Planning and
Traffic Engineering
(MP&TE) Directorate
RDA demolished infra-
structures while car-
rying out a grand op-
eration against illegal
housing scheme namely
Green Hawks (Hartus
Floare Farm). He said
the DG RDA Kinza Mur-
taza was supervising
the operations against

illegal constructions
in approved and illegal
housing societies.

The spokesman said that
grand operation against
all illegal constructions
would continue without
any discrimination and
no one would be allowed
to loot the citizens.

He informed that the
citizens had been ad-
vised not to invest in
illegal housing schemes
and visit the RDA web-
site www.rda.gop.pk or
visit the RDA office to
get information.

Notices were issued to
the owners and spon-
sors of the housing
scheme and directed to
stop illegal advertise-

ments, booking of the
plots and development
work, he added.

The owners of the ille-
gal housing schemes
were running booking
offices of illegal housing
schemes in violation of
the rules.

The operation team In-
charge Enforcement
Squad RDA /Assistant
Director Building Con-
trol Muhammad Usman
Bajwa, Assistant Direc-
tor Planning Mehwish
Naseem, police team
from Police Station
Chontra, RDA Scheme/
Building Inspectors and
other team members
took part in the grand
operation, he added.
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National
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March 01/Bosnia

National Day

March 03/Bulgaria
National Day
March 06/ Ghana

Independence Day

March 12 /Mauri-
tius

National Day
March 17/Ireland
St. Patricks Day

March 20/Tunisia

Independence Day

March 21/Namibia

National Day

March 25/Greece

National Day

March 26/Bangla-
desh

National Day

March 27/Myanmar

Armed Forces Day
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Women Police Stations
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Rawalpindi........ 9270601-20
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding IT and Telecom Sector.—DNA.

HEC Pak has developed
a course on Pakistan Studies

In this connection, the HEC Course Design Committee held a significant meeting
at HEC Regional Centre, Karachi to formulate a two-credit course titled, ‘Pakistan
Studies’ for undergraduate programmes

MEenTtaB Pirzapa

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Edu-
cation Commission (HEC), Paki-
stan has developed a course on
Pakistan Studies, emphasising
its incorporation in the educa-
tion component of Undergradu-
ate Education Policy V. 1.1.

In this connection, the HEC
Course Design Committee held
a significant meeting at HEC
Regional Centre, Karachi to
formulate a two-credit course

titled, ‘Pakistan Studies’ for un-
dergraduate programmes.

Deputy Director, HEC, Mr. Mu-
hammad Ali Baig commenced
the session by elucidating the
rationale and parameters guid-
ing the consultation process.
He emphasised the impera-
tive for a meticulously crafted
course on Pakistan Studies that
offers students a comprehen-
sive exploration of Pakistan’s
identity, encompassing its ge-
ographical, historical, and cul-
tural dimensions. The commit-

tee comprised distinguished
experts in the field, including
Chairperson Department of
Pakistan Studies, Government
College University, Faisalabad,
Prof. Dr. Abdul Qadir Mush-
taq; Chairman Department of
Pakistan Studies, Bahauddin
Zakariya University, Multan,
Prof. Dr. Javed Akhtar Salya-
na; Chairman Department of
History & Pakistan Studies,
University of the Punjab, La-
hore, Dr. Mahboob Hussain;,
Director Pakistan Study Cen-
tre, University of Balochistan,

Quetta, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Usman; Director Pakistan
Study Centre, University of
the Punjab, Lahore, Prof. Dr.
Naumana Kiran; Director Paki-
stan Study Centre, University
of Sindh, Jamshore, Dr. Shu-
ja Ahmed Mahesar; Director
National Institute of Pakistan
Studies, Quaid-i-Azam Univer-
sity, Islamabad, Associate Pro-
fessor Dr. Muhammad Hanif
Khan; Chairperson Depart-
ment of Pakistan Studies, Isla-
mia University of Bahawalpur,
Associate Professor Dr. Robina

Yasmin; and In-charge Pakistan
Study Centre, University of Ka-
rachi, Assistant Professor Dr.
Erum Muzaffar. The commit-
tee designed the course and
underscored the importance
of its incorporation into the
general education component
of the Undergraduate Educa-
tion Policy V 1.1. However,
it underlined that the course
should not serve as a substi-
tute for the existing “Ideolo-
gy and Constitution of Paki-
stan” course as outlined in
the same policy.

Fatima
Fertilizer and
Atif Aslam
join hands
D NA

ISLAMABAD: Embark on a
journey of soulful dedication
as Fatima Fertilizer unwraps
its harmonious collaboration
with the renowned vocalist Atif
Aslam. Together, they bring
new life into the classic mas-
terpiece “Allah Hu”. This ren-
dition promises to captivate
the audience during the sa-
cred month of Ramzan, a time
when people come together in
unity and compassion, embrac-
ing the spirit of kindness and
appreciation. The video has
been published on the social
media platforms of Sarsabz
Fertilizer. “The essence of
Ramzan lies in the belief that
Allah Almighty will bestow
His abundant blessings upon
humanity when they call upon
Him with faith and conviction.
“Allah hu, as a symbol of faith,
reflects the essence of every
Muslim’s prayer for His mer
cy and blessings. We chose to
introduce a mesmerizing ren-
dition of “Allah hu” with the as-
piration that these verses will
rejuvenate our nation’s spirit,
reminding everyone that with
prayer and perseverance, we
can overcome any obstacle

in life.
Shaza

appointed as
Minister of
State for IT

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
MNA Shaza Fatiam Kha-
waja has been assigned the
portfolio of Minister of State
for Information Technology
and Telecommunication. “The
Prime Minister has been
pleased to allocate the portfo-
lio of information Technology
and Telecommunication to
Shaza Fatima Khawaja Minis-
ter for State with immediate
effect,” said a notification is-
sued by the Prime Minister
office here on Tuesday.

Estate Office allots 1,227 govt
accommodations in two year

ISLAMABAD: The Estate
Office, Ministry of Housing

The official said a proposed
amendment to modify the

for a long time.
the officers and employees

He said

and Works has allotted as
many as 1,227 quarters of
Cat-IV, government accom-
modations to the federal
government employees dur-
ing the last two years.“The
department has made all
the allotments on merit by
keeping view of the sen-
iority of the government
employees who are working
indifferent ministries and
divisions,” an official in the
Ministry told APP. He said
that the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Works also intends
to modify government ac-
commodation allocation
rules to facilitate federal

Allocation Rules, 2002 is
under c nsideration which
will be implemented short-
ly. He said the ministry
plans to eliminate Rule-20
of Government House Al-
lotment. This rule currently
allows a government house
allocated to a retired feder-
al employee to be assigned
to their employed son or
daughter. The official said
the waiting list employees
are of the view that the
rule is based on injustice
to transfer the government
house from father to child
on retirement as it deprives
the right of senior employ-

get their son or daughter
recruited before retirement
and the house is allotted to
them, adding that the affect-
ed employees are demand-
ing that the allotment of
houses should be done only
on the principle of seniori-
ty. In this regard, he said
that the Secretary Ministry
of Housing and Works had
also constituted a commit-
tee for reforms in the rules
which has recommended
that Rule-20 be scrapped.
However, they said that
an opinion would be taken
from the Establishment Di-
vision and the Ministry of

Preservation work on historical

Rawat Fort underway

ISLAMABAD: The preservation, restoration and development work is underway on historical Rawat Fort, an ancient Sarai
located along the G.T Road. The efforts put into preserving Rawat Fort will not only halt its decay but will also secure

its heritage for generations to come, while boosting tourism both nationally and regionally, an official of Department of
Archaeology and Museum (DOAM) told APP. He said that the inclusive aspect of the project, noting that the archaeological
excavation, conservation, and restoration works would generate employment opportunities in the local area. Rawat Fort, an
ancient Sarai located along the G.T Road, has historical significance dating back to the Sultanate period in the early 15th century
A.D. Associated with tales of Mahmud of Ghazna’s son Masud and the valiant Ghakhar Chief Sarang Khan, the fortress holds a
rich tapestry of narratives within its walls. Presently, the Fort exhibits two gateways on its northern and eastern sides, a three-domed
Mosque in the Western Wing’s heart, and an octagonal single-domed Mausoleum in the North-Western corner.—APP
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nouncement on social media application
X and stated that in this challenging time,
he was committed to support and serving

best interest and fulfill the responsibility
that Allah had given to him. He said that
he did best for the lawyers what he could

get to see various frieze patterns and will be able to classify them into one of the seven types,
according to their specific symmetries. An algorithm will be shared for determining the sym-
metry group of any frieze pattern. ECO Science Foundation (ECOSF) is a Specialized Agency
of the ECO for promotion of Science and Technology leading to economic development. The
Basic Charter of ECO was formed under the Treaty of Izmir as a result of the meeting of the
member countries held in Izmir, Turkey on 12th March, 1977. It envisaged the establishment
of ECO Science Foundation as a specialized agency of ECO to function as a reservoir of highly
skilled scientific and technical manpower and to facilitate promotion of scientific research
among the Member States.—DNA
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Muslims
dCross
country
welcome
Ramazan

ISLAMABAD: With the
start of the holy month
of Ramazan, all the holy
mosques across the country
provided worshippers a con-
ducive environment to offer
their prayers at the mosque
with serenity and sanctity.
A large number of enthusi-
astic citizens had observed
first Sehri at homes while
a huge influx of people was
also seen in restaurants as
well, said a report aired by a
private news channel. “We
are making every effort to
give the worshippers a con-
ducive environment to offer
their prayers at the mosque
with serenity and sanctity,”
said an administrative of-
ficer in a local mosque. Spe-
cial arrangements were also
made for Sehri and iftar in
mosques, said an Imam.

A heavy rush of the faith-
ful was witnessed in the
mosques with the advent of
the holy month of Ramzan,
said another imam of a
mosque, adding, special
prayers were also offered
for the prosperity and integ-
rity of the country and the
well-being of the people.
Mosques and charities
across the country are also
organizing free iftar tables
for the poorest, said a cit-
izen. Daytime fasting and
nighttime prayers spiritual-
ly energize the worshipers
to lead a new life, benefit-
ing the whole of humanity
and opening a new chapter
of peace and progress, said
another citizen. Strength-
ening the bond of love and
friendship, the big iftar
gatherings in Ramazan with
varieties of food, spicy dish-
es, sweets, fruits, and bev-
erages by the fasting Mus-
lims and minorities build a
spirit of affection and broth-
erhood, besides leaving
positive effects on humans
for a long time, commented
a shopkeeper.—APP

Free cataract
surgery camp
held

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A ten-day
free cataract surgery camp,
jointly organized by COM-
STECH, Al-Shifa Trust Eye
Hospital Rawalpindi, and Al-
Nur Foundation (Somalia),
concluded with a successful
outcome, restoring vision
to hundreds in Somalia.
The camp, held at Dalmar
Specialized and Teaching
Hospital in Mogadishu,
aimed to eliminate avoida-
ble blindness in the country.
Over 5,632 patients were
screened, with 550 identi-
fied for cataract surgery. A
total of 401 surgeries were
performed successfully by
expert  ophthalmologists
from Al-Shifa Trust. The in-
itiative received high praise
from Somali dignitaries.
Senator Prof. Osman Du-
fle, Chairman of the Social
Affairs Committee at the
Somali Parliament, and for-
mer ministers commended
the efforts of COMSTECH
and Al-Shifa Trust. Prof.
M.M. Hassan Bidey, Rec-
tor of Benadir University,
expressed a desire for con-
tinued collaboration. The
surgeries were conducted
following strict WHO proto-
cols, ensuring patient safety
and quality care. Patients
received post-operative mon-
itoring and guidance on med-
ication use. Additionally, the
team met with Hamza Adan
Haadoow, Permanent Secre-
tary of the Somali Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, to discuss
future endeavors.

Tribute paid to builders
of Karakoram Highway

The event was organized by the China Study Centre (CSC) International Office, Confucius-Set, and
School of Professional Development and Education (SPDCE) to pay tribute to the engineers and work-
ers who lost their lives during the construction of KKH, a route that connects the two brotherly nations

DNA

ISLAMABAD The

students,
teachers, and officials of Kar-
akoram International Universi-
ty paid tribute to the martyrs
of the Karakoram Highway(K-
KH) at the Chinese Memorial
Cemetery aka ‘China Yadgar’ in
Danyore, Gilgit Baltistan. The
event was organized by the Chi-
na Study Centre (CSC) Interna-
tional Office, Confucius-Set, and
School of Professional Develop-

ment and Education (SPDCE)
to pay tribute to the engineers
and workers who lost their lives
during the construction of KKH,
a route that connects the two
During the
event, participants laid flower
wreaths over the graves of Chi-
nese martyrs who sacrificed
their lives during the construc-
tion of KKH, also known as the
Eighth Wonder of the World.
Senior officials from CSC, SP-
DEC, and Director of Public Re-
lations at KIU, Amjad Ali, partic-

brotherly nations.

ipated in the event. They spoke
about the importance of KKH,
Sino-Pak relations, and the role
of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) in the econom-
ic development of Pakistan. Dr.
Khalid Mehmood Alam, Assis-
tant Professor at CSC, KIU, dis-
cussed the historical perspec-
tive of KKH. Fifty-four Chinese
individuals are buried in the
cemetery. “Due to the sacrifices
of Chinese and Pakistani work-
ers, today both countries are
connected,” said Mr. Mahmood,

evolve.

adding that China and Pakistan
were always together in grief
and happiness. Dr. Sajjad Haid-
er remarked that the sacrifices
of the Chinese martyrs would
always be
highlighted that the journey,
which began with the construc-
tion of KKH, has continued to
Today, KKH stands as
an integral part of CPEC, creat-
ing economic opportunities and
improving the lives of people in
both nations. KKH, also known
as the China-Pakistan Friend-

remembered. He

ship Highway, is a 1,300-kilome-
ter highway that stretches from
Hasanabdal in Punjab to GB in
Pakistan and further extends
into China.
tween 1966 and 1977, KKH
stands as a symbol of the
strong bond between China and
Pakistan.
struction claimed the lives of
692 Pakistanis and 108 Chinese
workers, highlighting the sacri-
fices made to create this vital
route of connectivity and friend-
ship Gwadar Pro reported.

Constructed be-

Tragically, the con-

:

ISLAMABAD: “In the heart of Islamabad, General Manager Otto Kurzendorfer of Serena Hotel spearheads the esteemed
Diplomatic Hiking Corps on an exhilarating journey through the picturesque Margalla Hills. This exclusive hiking club
boasts the participation of esteemed heads of missions and diplomats from diverse countries, fostering camaraderie and
diplomatic relations amidst the breathtaking natural beauty of the region. —DNA

Rallways earn Rs 55 bln in eight months

FarsaL SHEIKH

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Railways has earned Rs
55 billion in the first eight
months of the current finan-
cial year 2023-24, despite
facing a financial crisis due
to floods in the monsoon
season. During the first
eight months of the last fi-
nancial year (2022-23), the
department earned Rs 37
billion, a historic increase
in revenue during the same
period of the current finan-
cial year (2023-24), a minis-

try official told APP.

According to the data, he
said that out of the revenue
of Rs 55 billion, revenue
was derived from passen-
ger and freight trains while
other sectors of the de-
partment also contributed
to the total revenue. The
department is expecting to
generate revenues up to
Rs 80 billion by the end of
this financial year through
the consistent efforts and
hard work of the Railway
workers, the official add-
ed. At present, he said that
Pakistan Railways is oper-
ating 96 passenger trains,

up from the previous year
when 86 trains were run-
ning. Similarly, during the
previous year, on average it
operated 3.75 freight trains
while the number reached
seven freight trains this
year. He said the depart
ment emphasized that the
issue of delay in payment
of salaries to employees
has now been resolved and
things will be more stream-
lined, once work on the
Mainline-I (ML-I) project
kicks off. The official said
that owing to inflationary
pressures, led by high fuel
costs, Pakistan Railways has

First protectorate
office opens

ISLAMABAD: In a momentous occasion
that signifies Pakistan’s commitment to
promoting safe and legal migration, Min-
istry of Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development has launched the
first-ever Protectorate of Emigrants Office
in the capital city of Islamabad. An official
source told APP, this groundbreaking initia-
tive not only underscores the government’s
dedication to ensuring the welfare of its
citizens seeking employment abroad but
also positions Islamabad as a focal point
for international collaboration on labor and
migration issues. The inauguration of the Is-
lamabad Protectorate Office, closely follow-
ing the recent opening of two protectorate
offices in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK),
in Bagh and Rawalakot, further amplifies
the government’s efforts in streamlining mi-
gration services across the country. These
steps are reflective of the Ministry of Over-
seas Pakistanis and Human Resource Devel-
opment’s ongoing mission to facilitate the
journey of Pakistani workers abroad, ensur-

ing their rights and well-being are prioritized
at every stage. He highlighted the strategic
importance of establishing the Protectorate
in Islamabad, a city that hosts numerous
international organizations, including labor
and migration entities as well as foreign em-
bassies. “The inauguration of the Islamabad
Protectorate Office is not just a milestone
for our capital but a testament to Pakistan’s
resolve in championing the causes of safe and
legal migration globally”, he added. This of-
fice will serve as the model protectorate,
showcasing our commitment to excellence
and our readiness to collaborate with inter-
national partners in upholding global migra-
tion standards.”
Office is set to become a model for migration
services, offering comprehensive support to
individuals seeking overseas employment
opportunities. It aims to serve as a beacon
of hope and assurance for the Pakistani work-
force, facilitating their access to legitimate
employment avenues and safeguarding
their rights across borders.—APP

The Islamabad Protectorate

China and Pakistan enjoy great
potentlal NPC deputy

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China and
Pakistan enjoy great po-
tential in marine ener-
gy exploration, said Yan
Hongtao, a deputy to the
National People’s Con-
gress and the general
manager of China National
Offshore Oil Corporation
(CNOOC) Tianjin. “We
can engage in more com-

prehensive  cooperation
on joint marine energy
exploration and devel-

opment, and strengthen
the all-weather strategic
cooperative  partnership
between China and Paki-
stan,” he stated according
to China Economic Net
(CEN). As the pioneer
of offshore oil and gas
resource exploration in
China, CNOOC has active-

ly participated in the con-
struction of the “21st Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road”.
In a bid to enhance bilater-
al friendly cooperation in
science, it also took part
in the 91-day China-Pa-
kistan joint marine geo-
logical survey in the In-
dian Ocean starting from
December 2019. During
the third Belt and Road
Forum for International
Cooperation in 2023, the
two heads of state hope
that both sides will seize
the 10th anniversary of
China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) as an

opportunlty to develop
an “upgraded version” of
the corridor focusing on
growth, livelihood, innova-
tion, greenness and open-
ness. They aim to enhance
cooperation in areas such
as industrial parks, agri-
culture, mining, and new
energy. Under the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI)
framework, if we contin-
ue to conduct geological
surveys and research in
Pakistani waters, we will
undoubtedly establish a
robust data foundation
for delineating potential
oil and gas areas, se-
lecting favorable zones,
evaluating resources,
and analyzing the oil
and gas potential in this
region. It will promote
our all-weather strategic
cooperative partnership
to a new level,” said Yan.

Firstly, Yan suggested to
promote China-Pakistan
joint energy exploration
and development cooper-
ation along the 21st Cen-
tury Maritime Silk Road
in Pakistan’s exclusive
economic zone in the In-
dian Ocean. “Secondly,
we can help Pakistan ex-
plore its marine energy
in the marine exclusive
economic zone along the
Indus Fan Basin, includ-
ing collecting gravity,
magnetic, and seismic
data, ocean drilling, and
sampling,” he added. In
addition, Yan suggested
conducting joint energy
surveys with countries
along the 21st Century
Maritime Silk Road, in-
cluding Vietnam and East
African coastal countries,
to achieve more energy
breakthroughs.

increased its fares, both for
passenger and freight seg-
ments that would help the
cash-strapped corporation
to fetch better revenues in
the next few months. To a
question, he said that Pa-
kistan Railways has beefed
up precautionary meas-
ures to reduce passenger
train accidents and only
six minor accidents with no
causality took place on the
entire railway network in
the country during the last
three months. “Only two
train accidents have taken
place in September, no ac-
cident happened in October

and four train accidents
occurred in November due
to effective steps of the de-
partment,” he added.

The drastic decrease in ac-
cidents has been witnessed
due to the efforts being
undertaken to reduce tres-
passing at unmanned level
crossings and unauthorized
locations, he added.

“Our staff is continuous-
ly monitoring the railway
tracks across the country
and conducting thorough
inspection of the trains as
the safety of the passengers
is the top priority of the de-
partment,” he said.

Attaullah
Tarar
assliimes
charge

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister Attaullah Tarar on
Tuesday assumed charge
as Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting.
Federal Secretary of In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing Shahera Shahid along
with other senior officers
of the ministry welcomed
the minister on his arrival
at the Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting.
Attaullah Tarar is a senior
leader of Pakistan Muslim
League (N) who was elect-
ed Member of National As-
sembly from Constituency
NA-127 from Lahore in the
February 8 elections. Af-
ter taking oath as Federal
Minister in the President’s
House, today he assumed
his duties in the Ministry
of Information and Broad-
casting.

On his arrival at the Minis-
try of Information, Attaul-
lah Tarar said the doors of
the Ministry of Information
would remain open for the
journalist community. He
stressed the need for the
promotion of positive and
constructive journalism in
the country and strength-
ening the relationship be-
tween the government and
the media. Attaullah Tarar
said he will work together
with the media to commu-
nicate the government’s
initiatives and policies to
the people. He remarked
that the media played the
role of a bridge between
the people and the govern-
ment and this role needed
to be played in a better
manner.—APP

ANF recovers
125 ky
drugs in 13
operations

RAWALPINDI:  Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while
conducting 13 operations
across the country managed
to recover 125 kg drugs
and arrested 18 accused,
said an ANF Headquarters
spokesman here on Tues-
day. He informed that 109
heroin-filled capsules were
recovered from a passen-
ger going to Sharjah at
Lahore Airport. 700 grams
of Ice was recovered from
a passenger going to Doha
at Multan Airport. 241
heroin-filled capsules were
recovered from the posses-
sion of 4 passengers going
to Sharjah at Peshawar Air-
port. 4 kg opium, 7.5 kg her-
oin, 33.6 kg hashish, and 1
kg Ice were recovered from
two accused rounded up
from G.T Road Gujrat. 2 kg
opium, 16 kg hashish, and 1
kg suspicious material were
recovered from the Dalban-
din Chagai area while 13.2
kg hashish was recovered
from the possession of two
accused arrested near Kha-
na Bridge Islamabad. 11 kg
hashish was recovered from
two suspects netted on Na-
tional Highway Hyderabad.

8.4 kg of hashish was recov-
ered from Dara Adamkhel.

7.2 kg of hashish was recov-
ered near Express Highway
Islamabad and an accused
was also arrested. 1 kg opi-
um and 5 kg hashish were
recovered from a drug
smuggler arrested near
Qasim Chowk, Hyderabad.
In the 11th operation, 4.8
kg of hashish was recov-
ered from Attock and two
accused were rounded up.
3.6 kg hashish was recov-
ered from a woman netted
near Sangjani Toll Plaza
Islamabad and in the 13th
operation 3 kg hashish was
recovered from an accused
nabbed near Jamshoro Toll
Plaza. —APP

President Zard-
ari decides not
to draw his

salary
DNA

ISLAMABAD, Mar 12 (AP-
P):President Asif Ali Zard-
ari has decided, in view of
the prevailing economic
challenges, that he will
not draw his presiden-
tial salary. “He took this
decision to encourage
prudent financial manage-
ment in the country. The
President considered it es-
sential not to burden the
national exchequer and
preferred to forgo his sal-
ary,” President Secretariat
Press Wing said in a press
release on Tuesday.
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Ukraine aid boosts
vitality of US economy

The $60 billion assistance package that includes new aid to Ukraine has

stalled in the United States Congress since early last month due to the op-

position of Republicans, who have been demanding that the White House
address the security crisis on the border with Mexico. But with US President Joe
Biden ramping up his reelection campaign, his administration has become more
straightforward about the nature of the Ukraine aid, which they admit is actually a
booster for the US economy. Speaking at a meeting of the White House Competition
Council on Tuesday last week, US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin claimed that
the US’ military assistance to Kyiv has not only “saved lives” and kept Ukraine in
the fight, but also has been a boon for the US economy. “These investments have
expanded facilities and created jobs for American workers. And the weapons that
we've sent to Ukraine to help defend itself are made in America by American work-
ers nationwide — from Texas, to Ohio, to Arizona,” he said. By singling out Texas,
which is the focus of the border policy dispute, and Ohio and Arizona, both key
swing states in the presidential election, the Pentagon chief was apparently trying to
insinuate to the voters in these states that the Republicans are threatening to take
away their jobs by not approving the aid. The US has been Ukraine’s main military
backer, providing Kyiv with around $45 billion in arms between January 2022 and
January 2024, while the total commitments have reached more than $70 billion,
according to Germany’s Kiel Institute for the World Economy. US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken has also admitted that roughly 90 percent of the financial assistance
for Ukraine is spent on the domestic production of weapons and equipment, saying
that additional tranches would “benefit American business, local communities, and
strengthen the US defense industrial base”. Last month, Under Secretary of State
for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland delivered a similar message in an interview with
the media, saying that she had “strong confidence” that the assistance package will
be approved, as it addresses the US’ own interests. “We have to remember that
the bulk of this money is going right back into the US economy, to make weapons,
including good-paying jobs in some 40 states across the US,” she said, adding that
support for Ukraine in the US “is still strong”. However, the latter is not the case.
According to a survey from the Harris Poll and the Quincy Institute last month,
roughly 70 percent of Americans want the Biden administration to push Ukraine
toward a negotiated peace with Russia as soon as possible. A growing number of
US citizens do not support US military aid to Kyiv unless it is tied to peace talks.
They undoubtedly demonstrate a markedly higher moral standard than the US poli-
ticians in believing that it is peace rather than money that should be the goal of the
US’ policy, while the latter, be they Democrats or Republicans, make their Ukraine
policies in lieu of a sole criterion of whether the US can make money from the mess
and whether they can make political capital from it. That callousness and hypocrisy
were only reinforced by Biden’s State of the Union Address last week in which the
US president mentioned Ukraine eight times but only to tell the US people that the
Republicans are preventing the US from making money out of the Ukraine chaos.
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US ‘performance’
politics fuels crisis

ichael Fakhri, UN special rapporteur on the right to food, has hit

the nail on the head. Speaking of the United States’ recent food

aid measures for the Palestinians in Gaza at a meeting of the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva last week, he said they were a
“performance” for a domestic audience in the US with the presidential elec-
tion coming up. That’s the only rational coherent interpretation for these aid
announcements, he said, because “from a humanitarian perspective, from an
international perspective, from a human rights perspective”, the aid is “absurd
in a dark, cynical way”, given the US’ military aid to Israel continues. No won-
der Fakhri tried to remind the world in the Geneva meeting that Israel is de-
stroying Gaza’s food system as part of a broader “starvation campaign”, as Tel
Aviv is weaponizing its control of the food aid to the Palestinians in Gaza. At
least 30,800 Palestinians have been killed and over 72,298 injured amid mass
destruction and shortages of necessities, according to Palestinian sources.
Meanwhile, the Israeli military has pushed 85 percent of Gaza’s population into
internal displacement amid acute shortages of food, clean water and medicine,
while 60 percent of the enclave’s infrastructure has been damaged or destroyed,
according to the UN. The hypocrisy of the Joe Biden administration when it
comes to food aid to the Gaza refugees is also evidenced by it wearing the
same pants with Tel Aviv in obstructing the functioning of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East in Gaza, and
it insisting that Israel be in charge of inspecting and controlling all aid to the
refugees, which actually takes the form of Israeli trickle irrigation, leaving the
majority of Gaza’s 2 million residents in a state of quasi famine. The absurdity
of the US providing humanitarian aid to one side while providing weapons to the
other exposes the self-serving callousness at the heart of US politics, in which
human suffering, whether at home or overseas, is simply collateral damage for
the partisan struggle. The two parties’ divergent attitudes toward the ongoing
Ukraine crisis, another instance of US-orchestrated geopolitical carnage, is a
further telling illustration of the “performance” politics that now prevails in
the US, with the two parties vying to make it an issue for their electioneering.
With the Republicans holding a military aid package hostage to immigration
action on the country’s southern border, the Biden administration is packaging
support for Israel’s “self-defense campaign” as a means to advance the US’
geopolitical interests in the Middle East against the backdrop of its broader
agenda targeting Iran and Russia. The protraction of the Gaza and Ukraine
crises would be regarded as spillover effects of the US’ incorrigible partisan
struggle. Both parties in the US should show they retain some humanity by
opposing and condemning Israel’s acts against civilians and international
law. They should set aside their one-upmanship and call on Israel to stop
its military operations as soon as possible and do everything possible to
prevent a more devastating humanitarian disaster unfolding.

Imran’s misconstrued “truth and reconciliation”

Qamar Bashir

Allegedly, the Establishment
effectively manipulated the
unfortunate events of May
9th, launching a relentless

counterattack on the PTI
from all angles and achieving
several objectives. Imran
Khan, once viewed as invin-
cible due to his substantial
public support, was ultimate-
ly arrested and imprisoned.
Over 200 cases were filed
against him, including prom-
inent ones like the Cypher
case, Toosha Khana Case,
and illegal Nikah case. Con-
sequently, Khan was disqual-
ified from holding any public
office. The entire top leader-
ship of the PTI faced arrest,
with some members going
into hiding. Thousands of
party workers were detained,
cut off from communication

by extending an olive branch. However, the
establishment, feeling betrayed and angered by Imran
Khan and the PTI, appears reluctant to forgive and
forget. This rift deepened notably after Imran Khan’s
aggressive criticism of the armed forces. His blatant
and fierce onslaught on the armed forces challenged
their alleged hegemony in civilian affairs, marking one
of the most severe attacks on their rule since the 1971
criticism. The armed forces responded decisively, view-
ing Khan’s aggression as akin to an enemy attack, and
deployed all available resources to repel it, ultimately
prevailing in the conflict.
Allegedly, the Establishment effectively manipulated the
unfortunate events of May 9th, launching a relentless
counterattack on the PTI from all angles and achieving
several objectives. Imran Khan, once viewed as invinci-
ble due to his substantial public support, was ultimate-
ly arrested and imprisoned. Over 200 cases were filed
against him, including prominent ones like the Cypher
case, Toosha Khana Case, and illegal Nikah case. Conse-
quently, Khan was disqualified from holding any public
office. The entire top leadership of the PTI faced arrest,
with some members going into hiding. Thousands of
party workers were detained, cut off from communica-
tion with their families. Furthermore, numerous jour-
nalists who supported the PTI found themselves behind
bars. The media faced censorship regarding any men-
tion of Imran Khan’s name, while the PTT’s party symbol
was revoked. Additionally, the party was stripped of its
quota of women and minority seats in the national as-
sembly. Subsequently, the entire PTI was absorbed into
another smaller party, Sunni Ittehad, effectively sidelin-
ing the PTI from the national discourse. PTI alleged
that the establishment orchestrated the election results,
effectively turning PTT’s winning candidates into losers.
According to PTI, based on the compiled results from
form 45, they had secured a clear majority in Punjab and
at the center. However, their apparent victory was over-
turned through widespread, blatant, and shameless rig-
ging, depriving the PTI of the mandate bestowed upon
them by the people of Pakistan. The fierce and unrelent-
ing counterattack dealt a decisive blow to Imran Khan
and the remaining leadership of the PTI, leaving them
with a stark realization: without the forgiveness of the
Establishment and an end to the relentless attacks on
PTI and its members, their political survival remains un-
certain. It became evident that the party’s revival hinges
on reconciliation with the Establishment and an end to
hostilities towards PTI, its leadership, and its support-
ers. They fully realize that until they mend fences with
the Establishment, they will never have the level playing

he PTT’s current leadership is actively seeking
to reconcile with the powerful establishment

field enjoyed by other political parties to pursue their
manifestos. However, they may have underestimated
that the formation of a Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission typically stems from a position of strength, not
weakness. The concept of Truth and Reconciliation is
a framework for addressing past injustices and human
rights violations, particularly in the aftermath of conflicts
or periods of repression. It aims to promote healing and
societal reconciliation by acknowledging and addressing
the truth of past wrongs, fostering accountability, and
facilitating forgiveness and understanding among affect-
ed communities. The concept gained prominence in the
late 20th century, notably through initiatives such as the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in South
Africa, launched following the end of apartheid under the
leadership of President Nelson Mandela and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu. The TRC provided a platform for victims
and perpetrators to testify about their experiences, with
the aim of uncovering the truth, promoting reconcilia-
tion, and preventing future atrocities. The objectives of
Truth and Reconciliation processes typically include: Es-
tablishing an accurate historical record of human rights
violations and abuses. Providing a forum for victims to
share their experiences and receive acknowledgment
and recognition of their suffering. Holding perpetrators
accountable for their actions through mechanisms such
as public hearings or trials. Promoting reconciliation
and healing among divided communities by fostering
empathy, understanding, and forgiveness. Recommend-
ing measures to address the root causes of conflict and
prevent future atrocities. In line with this concept, the
PTI Chairman has notably softened his rhetoric against
the establishment, a departure from his previous stance,
which often involved confrontational rhetoric. This
change came after his arrest and media ban, prompting
a shift in approach. The PTI leadership now maintains
a clear and persistent stance that they are no longer in
conflict with the establishment. They have ceased de-
fending the events of May 9th and are instead advocating
for an independent judicial commission to investigate
the incident. Their demand is for thorough scrutiny of
evidence and testimonies, with individuals implicated to
face legal consequences if found guilty, while those inno-
cent should be exonerated

The party has distanced itself from former army of-
ficers-turned-social media activists stationed abroad,
who were critical of the armed forces. Rather than direct-
ly blaming the armed forces for alleged rigging, PTI now
directs its criticism towards the Election Commission
and interim government. They pledge to wage political
struggle within the confines of constitutional rights and
laws, vowing not to resort to vigilantism. Rather than
issuing threats, PTI advocates for the establishment of

a judicial commission to investigate rigging allegations
and ensure justice for all victims. Despite being victims
of alleged rigging and experiencing setbacks to their
mandate, PTI conducts itself responsibly in parliament,
raising concerns about perceived injustices without di-
rectly implicating the establishment.

But there is a big problem: There are significant dif-
ferences between the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission (TRC) of South Africa and any hypothetical
commission in Pakistan. In South Africa, the TRC was
established under the leadership of Nelson Mandela,
who had spent decades fighting for equal rights for black
people and eventually became president. He initiated
the commission from a position of strength, not while
he was imprisoned.

In Pakistan, the feasibility of implementing a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) is highly question-
able, particularly given the current political dynamics.
With Imran Khan’s party facing significant challenges
for survival and the entrenched power of the establish-
ment, the likelihood of accepting the principles of truth
and reconciliation, especially those involving accounta-
bility mechanisms, is slim. The establishment is unlikely
to endorse procedures such as public hearings or trials
for holding perpetrators accountable and addressing the
root causes of conflict. Key components of TRC, such as
public testimonies, documentation of atrocities, commu-
nity dialogues, reparations programs, and educational
initiatives fostering understanding and tolerance, would
face strong opposition and resistance from the establish-
ment.

Though this concept was copied by many countries in-
cluding Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Liberia, and Canada. In
some cases the Truth and Reconciliation commissions
succeeded in uncovering the truth of past atrocities,
promoting healing and reconciliation, and laying the
groundwork for lasting peace and stability. In other
cases, challenges such as limited political will, ongoing
conflict, or resistance from perpetrators hindered the
effectiveness of Truth and Reconciliation efforts.
Proposing the establishment of a Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission (TRC) in the current Paki-
stani context is not only inappropriate but also mis-
guided. The concept of TRC, as perceived by PTI
and its leadership, appears flawed. Moreover, the
timing couldn’t be worse: the Establishment holds
unassailable power, while Imran Khan finds him-
self incarcerated and PTI is in disarray. Frontline
leaders have deserted the party, and second-tier
figures are struggling for survival. Given these cir-
cumstances, PTI may need to wait for a consider-
able period until conditions become conducive for
initiating a TRC.

Zardari1 back to presidency again!

Waheed Hussain

hough with some irritants
Asif Ali Zardari also
restored the former
Chief Justice Iftikhar
Muhammad Choudhry and
other judges removed by
Pervaiz Musharraf in 2007
by imposing emergency.
The time when the former
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto Shaheed was
assassinated in Rawalpindi

sif Ali Zardari has been elected the President

of Pakistan for the second time. Earlier he

remained the head of state between 2008 to
2013, when late President General Pervaiz Mushar-
raf had to resign from the highest constitutional po-
sition of the country, due to impeachment decision
by the then PPP-PML(N) coalition government.
The President Zardari transferred the presiden-
tial powers to the prime minister and cabinet
under the 18th constitutional amendment. The
same amendment also transferred powers from
center to provincial governments and increased
their financial resources share under the National
Finance Commission Award (NFC). Though with
some irritants Asif Ali Zardari also restored the
former Chief Justice Iftikhar Muhammad Choudhry
and other judges removed by Pervaiz Musharraf in
2007 by imposing emergency. The time when the
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto Shaheed
was assassinated in Rawalpindi in the terrorist at-
tack on 27 December 2007, lot of concerns were
expressed about the future of peoples’ party as
the late Benazir’s children including Bilawal Bhu-
tto was very young at that time. It was Asif Ali
Zardari who kept the party united and remained
relevant to the power politics in the country. He
held successful negotiations both with internal and
external powers to play a positive role in the chang-
ing national and international political scene. He
engaged both with the then establishment and the
political forces for the power sharing formula. It
was because of him that the PPP were re-elected
for the fourth time in Sindh province and Zardari
became the president of Pakistan for second time.
He knows, what to say, where and when? He always

tried to reconcile with all stakeholders in the coun-
try. He is one of those few politicians who learned
a lot from two historically tragic events in his life.
First, the time he spent in the jail facing dozens of
cases. Most of those cases have ended up without
conviction as the prosecution has failed to provide
substantial evidence to prove the allegation true.
As a result, the courts provided him a clean chit.
The second was the death of his wife the former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. In all his political
moves he always drew a red line not to be crossed.
He does not believe on the absolute power. He al-
ways tries to share the power with all the players in
politics and state institutions. He knows his limita-
tions and acts accordingly. He follows the policy of
caring and sharing. This is one of the basic secrets
of his success and survival in the power politics.
He knows his strength and the weaknesses too. In
the politics he never gives an impression of being
an egoist or subservient to his pride. It is the pride
which traps the people to commit mistakes like a
Shakespearian tragic hero. Zardari has changed his
attitude and personality with the passage of time.
Since the death of BB Shaheed, he most of the
time tries to forgive and forget. Intelligently he
negotiated with political parties and state institu-
tions since 2007. He always uses the power sharing
formula in the best manner. Through his power
of negotiation, he convinced PML (N), MQMP and
other regional and religious parties to be part of
various governments in the last 17 years. It was
Asif Ali Zardari’s PPP which convinced the PTI
in 2014 to take back its MNAs resignations form
the then National Assembly. For him his political
opponents are not his permanent enemies, rather,

seasonal competitors which could be brought to his
own side as and when the time requires. His policy
of flexibility has brought him back to the presiden-
cy. He does not keep permanent enmities. He has
the capacity to forgive the people who has been in-
volved in inflecting punishment to him and his family
in the past. He is not prisoner of his past but a future
looking politician always exploring the possibilities
of gaining through tactful decisions and policies. He
knows one principle how to gain power and maximize
it. He formed governments in Sindh and Baluchistan.

Bilawal’s comparison of his father position as pres-
ident with the Queen of England indicated that he
was not happy with the decision of Zardar to become
president. No doubt in the parliamentary system
president is powerless? But Asif Ali Zardari Knows
that even if at some point of time the government or
National Assembly has to face some challenge in the
future, even then he will remain in the presidency for
five years. As politician and as human being he cares
for the friends and workers. He rewards the people
who remain associated with him. like many other pol-
iticians, he does not use friends and leave them. He
always keeps a good relation with all his personal and
political friends until they themselves abandon him.
Despite Bilawal reluctance of joining the federal gov-
ernment it is expected that President Zardari will
convince his son to be part of the government cabi-
net. This move will serve two purposes one to take
the real ownership of all decisions taken by the cen-
tral government and second the PPP ministers will be
able to serve the voters and workers who have voted
for the party. The biggest success of Asif Ali Zardar
is that he does not want to develop any conflict either
with establishment or judiciary.
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Pak-Turkiye
trade should
reach $5hn

From Pack 01
He also reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s support to Turkiye
on the issue of Turkish Re-
public of Northern Cyprus
(TRNC). Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
reiterated his invitation to
President Erdogan to visit
Pakistan. He said the people
of Pakistan looked forward
to the visit that would also
provide a useful opportunity
for both sides to carry out
extensive consultations dur-
ing the 7th session of High
Level Strategic Coordina-
tion Council (HLSCC).

Qatar says
Israel,
Hamas...

From Pace 01

We are certainly using
everything in our capabili-
ties to push both sides to an
agreement.” “Our goal as a
trusted mediator in this in-
stance doesn’t include that
language [applying pressure
on Hamas], which I don’t
agree [with]. I think we are
positively and constructive-
ly engaging with both sides,
and we are hopeful that
we will find a resolution.”
As the USbacked Israeli
genocidal war on the Gaza
Strip entered day 158 on
Tuesday, massive aerial and
artillery strikes continued
to pound neighborhoods,
homes, shelter centers and
aid convoys, and massacre
more civilians, mostly chil-
dren and women.

Yemen
claims...

FroMm Pace 01
Sariee affirmed the Yemeni
armed forces would esca-
late their operations during
the holy month of Ramadan
in support of the oppressed
Palestinian people and their
resistance in the Gaza Strip.
In a related context, dif-
ferent international media
outlets said that the Yeme-
ni missiles did not impact
Pinocchio and there were
no casualties or damage
reported. The Ansarullah
group and its armed forces
in northern Yemen started
their attacks on internation-
al shipping in mid-Novem-
ber last year in an attempt
to put an end to the Israeli
war crimes in Gaza.

10-member
Sindh...

FroMm Pace 01

Ali Hassan Zardari, and Jam
Khan Shoro. Most of the
ministers have served in the
CM Shah-led cabinet in the
previous tenure, however,
their portfolios have been
reshuffled. Sharjeel Inam
Memon has been given the
portfolio of minister for
transport, mass transit, ex-
cise, taxation, and narcotics,
according to a CM House
spokesperson. Dr Azra will
serve as health and and pop-
ulation welfare minster, as
per the spokesperson, while
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah
has been assigned portfolios
of energy, planning, and de-
velopment ministries. Syed
Sardar Ali Shah will serve
as minister for education ed-
ucation and literacy, college
education, and mines and
minerals development.

Lahore to...

From Pack 01
comprehensive plan in this
regard at the earliest after
consulting the management
of these universities. The
Chief Minister also approved
the launch of free Wi-Fi pilot
project in Lahore. She direct-
ed to start free Wi-Fi service
preferably in educational in-
stitutions, at airports, railway
stations and bus stands. Un-
der the protect, in Phasel,
free WiFi service will be
launched at 10 locations in
Lahore within two weeks. In
total, free Wi-Fi sites will be
established at 516 locations
in Lahore. Earlier, the CEO
CBD Mr Imran Amin gave a
detailed presentation on IT
City and Lahore Knowledge
Park project. Senior Provin-
cial Minister Marriyum Au-
rangzeb, Provincial Advisor
Pervaiz  Rashid, Informa-
tion Minister Azma Zahid
Bukhari, MPA Sania Ashiq,
Chief Secretary, SMBR,
Chairman P&D, Secretary
Housing, Secretary Higher
Education, CEO Brig (Rtd)
Mansoor Janjua DG LDA,
Chairman PITB and other
officers concerned also at-
tended the meeting.

Luca Nardi stuns Djokovic
in Indian Wells upset

World number one dumped out in three sets by Italian lucky loser

SporTS DESK

PARIS : The world number 123
from Italy ended the 11-match win
streak of the veteran Serb at Mas-
ters events, with Nardi bettering
the childhood tennis idol whose
poster hung above his bed from
the age of eight. The 20-year-old
was not awed by the big game of
Djokovic, and broke Djokovic for a
4-2 lead in the deciding set before
pounding out the victory three
games later with a match point
ace. The Italian finished with 36
winners and 41 unforced errors
while Djokovic had 31 errors in
just under two and a half hours.

“Before this night no-one knew
me,” Nardi said in an on-court
interview after his win. “I hope
the crowd enjoyed the game; I'm
super happy with this one.” Asked
how he had pulled off the biggest
win of his career, Nardi replied:
“I don’t know. I think it really is a
miracle. I'm a guy ranked outside
the top 100 in the world and now
I'm beating Novak - crazy, crazy.”
Nardi only reached the main draw
in Indian Wells after a withdrawal.
He had been beaten by Belgium’s
David Goffin in the final round of
qualifying. Djokovic meanwhile
attributed his defeat to a bad
day at the office. “He got in as a
lucky loser to the main draw, so

he really didn’t have anything to

the event with a 6-2, 7-6 (7/5)

per Gael Monfils ended the run of

lose,” Djokovic said of Nardi. “He
deserved to win. I was more sur-
prised with my level. My level was
really, really bad. That’s it, these
two things come together - he’s
having a great day; 'm having a
really bad day.” In other games
on Monday, seventh seed Holger
Rune finally made it onto court
after a firstround bye and a walk-
over in the second round against
injured Milos Raonic. The 20-year-
old Dane got off and running in

defeat of Italy’s Lorenzo Musetti.
Fourth seed Daniil Medvedev had
to struggle to get past Sebastian
Korda 64, 5-7, 6-3, prevailing in
a bizarre match containing 31
break points - 15 converted. The
winner was limited to just 14 win-
ners with Korda weighed down
by more than 60 unforced errors.
Medvedev next plays Grigor Dim-
itrov. Norway’s ninth seed Casper
Ruud advanced past Arthur Fils of
France 6-2, 6-4. French showstop-

2021 champion Cameron Norrie,
with the 36-year-old winner and
the Briton playing a massive 31
break points in a match won by
Monfils 6-7 (5/7), 7-6 (7/5), 6-3.
Tommy Paul, who next faces Nar-
di, earned a home win with his 6-4,
6-4 defeat of Dubai champion Ugo
Humbert. Taylor Fritz joined him,
6-2, 6-2 over Argentine Sebastian
Baez. In the women’s draw, reign-
ing women’s Grand Slam cham-
pions Aryna Sabalenka and Coco

Gauff reached the fourth round
with challenging straight-set wins.
But former number one and 2018
tournament winner Naomi Osaka
failed to join them, with the Jap-
anese player eliminated 7-5, 6-4
by Elise Mertens, who now takes
on Gauff. The Belgian saved three
break points in the final game,
advancing on her second match
point which drew an Osaka er-
ror. Osaka, a fourtime winner at
the majors, is making her return
to tennis this season after giving
birth. Earlier, double Sabalenka
defeated Emma Raducanu 6-3,
7-5 but double-faulted on a match
point and needed three more win-
ning chances before finally going
through. “I was super-happy to
close this match in two sets; the
last game was tight,” Sabalenka
said. “If I had lost that game
it would give her emotionally
much more belief and confi-
dence - going to the tiebreak you
never know, it’s 50/50.” Gauff,
who won the US Open last Sep-
tember as a teenager, overcame
Lucia Bronzetti 6-2, 7-6 (7/5)
as she closed out victory in a
tiebreaker with a minimum of
drama. The US Open champion,
who turns 20 on Wednesday, won
her sixth straight match against
an Italian opponent. “She played
really well,” the winner said of
Bronzetti. “But I was much bet-
ter than in my last match - I'm
improving with each one.”

Babar Azam: unsatisfied
despite playing one down

Babar Azam praises his Peshawar Zalmi opening partner,
saying he feels great opening a match with Saim Ayub

Shan satisfied with
KK performance

in PSL 9

KARACHI: Shan Masood, the captain of Karachi Kings,
expressed satisfaction over his team’s performance in the
ongoing Pakistan Super League (PSL) season 9. During the
press conference after a thrilling match against Peshawar Zalmi,

ISLAMABAD Peshawar
Zalmi skipper Babar Azam
on Monday said he played
at number three for the
sake of Pakistan, however,
he was personally not satis-
fied with that position. Talk-
ing to media persons, after
Zalmi routed Karachi Kings
in a Pakistan Super League
(PSL) match in Karachi, Ba-
bar said he had no pressure
and whatever decision he
took was in the best inter-
est of the country. Former
Pakistan skipper has long
served as an opening bats-
man for the national side,
but following criticism over
alleged slow strike rate and

the Pakistan Cricket Board
management’s  decision,
he started playing at one
down. However, this PSL
season, he has been re-
markable with Saim Ayub
as his opening pair as he
scored five half-centuries in
10 matches. Babar praised
his opening partner, say-
ing he felt great opening
a match with Ayub as they
kept communicating about
the match situation in the
meantime. “The way of my
and Ayub’s playing is dif-
ferent as we strategise (a
match),” he said. The Zalmi
skipper said Ayub had be-
come a proper all-rounder

and in his form, his team
had found an excellent
bowling option. He ap-
prised the media persons
that initially they faced
trouble in making a combi-
nation but later they over-
came the issue. To a query,
Babar said he did not pay
attention to criticism for
he gave performance in
the stadium, so there was
no need for somebody to
tell him anything. “I know
my game and I try to en-
hance it every day,” he
said. To another query, he
said he could not describe
the pleasant feeling upon
hearing people chanting

“Babar, Babar”. “It feels
great when people call my
name,” he added. He tried
to provide people happi-
ness through his perfor-
mance, he maintained.
Zalmi defeat Kings Peh-
sawar Zalmi defeated Ka-
rachi Kings by two runs in
the last-ball nail-biting thrill-
er at the National Stadium
Karachi on Monday night.
After posting a 148run
target, Peshawar restricted
Karachi to 145/5. Babar’s
team reached the playoffs
with 13 points, whereas
Shan Masood-led Karachi
stayed at fifth position with
eight points.—Agencies

Masood stated that Karachi Kings played good cricket throughout
the tournament. “I am satisfied with the performance of Karachi
Kings in this season. We lost two close games, which we could have
won if we avoided small mistakes. But this is part of the game,”
said the lefthanded batter. “Our team was hit with an unfortunate
situation with 13 of our players falling ill in the middle of the tourna-
ment. It dented our plans as we had to make changes to our com-
bination. “Meanwhile, we also had to rely on other results, but they
did not go in our favour.” Talking about his own performance, Shan
Masood expressed disappointment over his batting performance.
“T admit that I could not perform at my best this season. I have
given performances in previous seasons of PSL and wanted to
replicate them in this season, but unfortunately, it did not hap-
pen,” he remarked. Karachi Kings lost their last group match
against Peshawar Zalmi by a narrow tworun margin after a
thrilling last over. “The wicket was tricky and we made some
small mistakes, while Peshawar Zalmi bowled well, resulting
in their victory,” said Karachi Kings’ captain. Masood also
appreciated young spinner Arafat Minhas for his impressive
performance against Peshawar Zalmi. —DNA

Jason Roy opens

up about decision
to skip IPL 2024

ISLAMABAD : England cricketer Jason Roy has revealed
the reasoning behind his decision to withdraw from the In-
dian Premier League (IPL) 2024. Roy, representing the
Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in IPL 17th edition has opted
out citing personal reasons. This isn’t the first time Roy
has made such a decision; he had previously withdrawn
from IPL 2020 while playing for Delhi Capitals (DC) and
IPL 2022 with the Gujarat Titans (GT). In 2020, he cited
personal reasons for his withdrawal, while in 2022, he took
an “indefinite break” from the game. Roy explained in an
official statement released by KKR that he had to make the
difficult choice to skip IPL to spend time with his family. He
emphasized that he has been away since January and feels
the need to reconnect with his family before a busy year
ahead. Despite his absence, Roy expressed his support for
the Kolkata Knight Riders and wished them luck for the
tournament. “After much consideration, I have made the
tough decision to miss this year’s IPL. Having been away
since the start of January I need to get back to my family and
have a refresh before a very busy year ahead. I will be supporting
my friends and teammates at KKR throughout the tournament
and wish them the best of luck,” Roy said.—Agencies

Ronaldo’s Al-Nassr knocked

out of ACL quarters

The Saudi sides Al Ittihad and Al Hilal also clash, with Al
Hilal ahead 2-0 from the first leg. Harry Kewell’s Yoko-
hama F-Marinos host Chinese side Shandong Taishan on

Wednesday with a 2-1 lead from the first leg

OUuUr CORRESPONDENTS

RIYADH: Cristiano Ronaldo scored
in extra time but Al Nassr side were
dumped out of the Asian Champions
League quarterfinals on penalties
by Al Ain. The 39-year-old Portu-
guese was the only Al Nassr player
to score in the shootout as his Saudi
side went out 3-1 on penalties, the
tie having ended 4-4 on aggregate.
It was a frustrating night for the
former Manchester United and Real

Madrid forward, who missed a sit-
ter from three yards with the goal
gaping in normal time in Riyadh.
Beaten 1-0 in the first leg in the
United Arab Emirates, Ronaldo took
the quarter-final to penalties when
he held his nerve from the spot in
the 118th minute. His calmly taken
spot-kick made it 4-3 on the night
to the hosts, who had Ayman Yahya
sent off in the 98th minute. But the
home team failed with three of their
four efforts in the shootout to send
Al Ain into the last four of Asia’s

top club competition. The Brazilian
international defender Alex Telles,
also formerly of Manchester United,
was among the Al Nassr players to
fluff his lines during the shootout. In
Tuesday’s quarter-finals, Ulsan face
Jeonbuk in an all-Korean tie locked
at 1-1. The Saudi sides Al Ittihad
and Al Hilal also clash, with Al Hilal
ahead 2-0 from the first leg. Harry
Kewell’s Yokohama F-Marinos host
Chinese side Shandong Taishan on
Wednesday with a 2-1 lead from the
first leg.

Ghana's 67th National day celebrated in Islamabad

Ghana’s National Day reception in Islamabad sees diplomats, officials, and dignitaries from various
sectors, emphasizing bilateral cooperation and praising diplomatic efforts for future relations’ growth

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Onthe occasion
of Ghana’s 67th National Day,
a grand reception was hosted
by Ghana’s Honorary Consul
General Dr. Shahid Rasheed
Butt and Vice Consul Omar
Shahid Butt at their residence.
The ceremony was attended
by large number of Diplomats,
Parliamentarians, senators,
High ranking Military and civil
officials. Important personal-
ities from other walks of life
also attended the event in large
numbers. The High Commis-
sioner of Ghana posted in Iran,
Eric Owusu Boateng, specially
attended the reception. It was
a unique diplomatic event in
which Foreign Secretary Cyrus
Kazi and Additional Secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
for Africa Shahr Yar Akbar also
specially participated. Among
those who participated in the
ceremony were the Dean of
Diplomatic Corps, Ambassador
of Turkmenistan Ata Jan, the

Dean of Africa, Ambassador of
Morocco, Mohammad Karmoun,
Ambassadors of Nepal, Jordan,
Finland, Azerbaijan, Deputy
head of missions of United King-
dom, Japan, Hungary, France
and the Czech Republic. Ma-

laysia, United Arab Emirates,

Kyrgyzstan, Nigeria and the
European Union, High Commis-
sioner of Kenya, in addition to
senior diplomats of the United
States, Sudan, Egypt, Soma-
lia, Cyprus, Defense attaché of
France also participated. Among
other important personalities

that participated were Secretary
General People’s Party Nayyer
Hussain Bukhari, famous banker
Farooq Hasan, former president
of Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce Bashir Dawood, Chief
Executive of Quaid-e-Azam In-
ternational Hospital Dr. Shaukat

Bangash,former ambassador
Khalid Mehmood, former min-
ister Ijaz Durrani. Former High
Court judge Mudassar Khalid
Abbas, Heshmat Ali Kazmi, well-
known businessman Lugman Afzal,
Muhammad Arsalan Khan Asad An-
sari, Jameel Abbasi and Khursheed
Qureshi were also present. On this
occasion, the anthems of both coun-
tries were played, and the cake was
also cut. Speaking at the ceremony,
Eric Owusu said that Ghana is a
gateway for Africa, Pakistani inves-
tors are investing in Ghana in large
numbers. We aim to increase bilat-
eral cooperation between the two
countries. There is a lot of scope
in many fields to enhance bilateral
cooperation. Pakistan and Ghana
have excellent political and diplo-
matic relations, there is a need
to transform these friendly rela-
tions into a sustainable econom-
ic and trade partnership. He es-
pecially appreciated the efforts
of Dr. Shahid Rashid Butt and
Umar Shahid Butt for strength-
ening and increasing commer-
cial and public relations be-
tween the two countries.

From Pace 01
The six seats fell vacant
in the general category —
one in the federal capital,
two in Sindh and three in
Balochistan as senators
relinquished their seats,
following their election as
members of the National
Assembly as well as pro-
vincial assemblies of Sindh
and Balochistan. Moreover,
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) has also
announced the poll to fill 48
vacant seats in the Senate
on April 2. A delegation led
by JULF leader Maulana Ab-
dul Ghafoor Haideri met for-
mer prime minister Yousuf
Raza Gillani and other PPP
senators, including Nayyar
Hussain Bukhari and Aijaz
Hussain Jakhrani in Islama-
bad. The meeting discussed
the political situation in the
country and Senate by-polls.

Imran
can’t hold
meetings...

From Pace 01

the police foiled what they
claimed was an attempt to
attack the jail, arresting
three terrorists. Besides
Imran, fellow senior PTI
leaders Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and Parvez Elahi
are also detained at the Adi-
ala jail. Other PTI leaders,
who were denied a meeting
with Imran due to the ban,
assailed the Punjab govern-
ment. Barrister Salman Saf-
dar told media “Yes, we had
to go today [but] we could
not meet. It is banned due
to security reasons.” Ad-
dressing a press conference
in Islamabad, PTI Chairman
Barrister Gohar Ali Khan
said, “They have imposed
a kind of blanket restriction
for two weeks and the ex-
cuse made was that there is
a terror threat. We strongly
condemn this blanket ban.

ECP accepts
plea...

From Pace 01
assets before the election
watchdog. In the plea, it
was contended that Ali
Amin Gandapur had got
735 kanals of land in Dera
Ismail Khan transferred in
his name unlawfully. The
disqualification plea read
that the chief minister KP
is not eligible to hold public
office. “Ali Amin Gandapur
should be disqualified and
de-seated as a member of
the KP Assembly for sub-
mitting a false statement,”
the plea maintained. Ear-
lier on March 7, a session
court on Thursday nullified
the trial court verdict that
declared Chief Minister
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)
Ali Amin Gandapur fugitive
in a liquor case

Ministers
take charge
of their...

From Pace 01
Home Affairs and Narcotics
Control, Ahad Cheema has
been assigned the portfolio
of Economic Affairs and
Establishment  Division.
Musadik Malik has been as-
signed the portfolio of Min-
ister of Energy and Petro-
leum, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada has been named
the Minister of Housing
and Works, Attaullah Tarar
has been assigned the
portfolio of Information
and Broadcasting. Awais
Laghai has been assigned
the portfolio of Minister of
Railways, Safron and Her
itage and Culture, Jam Ka-
mal (Trade), Abdul Aleem
Khan (Privatization and
Board of Investment).

Bangladesh
releases...

From Pace 01
Rahman, 65, was released
from a high-security prison
outside the capital Dhaka on
Monday, just hours before
Ramazan began in the Mus-
lim-majority country, party
spokesman Matiur Rahman
Akand told AFP. Jamaat-i-Isla-
mi, the country’s third-largest
political party and its largest
Muslim outfit, was the key
ally of the main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) for decades.
It was part of the coalition
that ruled the country from
2001-2006. After Hasina
came to power, the party
was banned in 2012 from
contesting elections, while
the party’s leadership was
arrested and tried for war
crimes dating back to the
country’s 1971 independ-
ence war against Pakistan.
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WASHINGTON : CIA Direc-
tor William Burns said that
a ceasefire is needed to
provide starving children in
Gaza with the necessary hu-
manitarian assistance amid
Israel’s ongoing attacks
on the Palestinian enclave.
“The reality is that there
are children who are starv-
ing. They’re malnourished
as a result to the fact that
humanitarian assistance
can’t get to them. It’s very
difficult to distribute hu-
manitarian assistance ef-
fectively, unless you have
a ceasedfire,” said Burns
during a Senate Intelli-
gence Committee hearing.
He said a pending hostage
release deal between Isra-
el and Hamas which will
initially allow a temporary
cease-fire and enable peo-
ple to get the much-needed
humanitarian aid has “great
value.”

Asked by Republican Sen-
ator Tom Cotton if he be-
lieved Israel was “exter-
minating the Palestinian
people,” the CIA chief said
he wunderstands “Israel’s
need” to respond to the
Oct. 7 attack by Hamas.
“But I think we all also have
to be mindful of the enor
mous toll this has taken on
innocent civilians in Gaza,”
he said. “As the president
has said, it’s very important
for Israel to be extremely
mindful of that and to avoid
further loss of civilian life,”
Burns added.

The UN agency for Pales-
tinian refugees (UNRWA)
has said that one in six chil-
dren under two years of age
is acutely malnourished in
northern Gaza.—APP

Istanbul
airport
introduces
therapy dogs
for anxiety

ANKARA : Anxiety before
a significant flight? Istanbul
Airport now offers therapy
dogs to soothe the nerves
of stressed travelers. The
airport has been running
the program for the past
month to help reduce stress
and anxiety among passen-
gers passing through its ter-
minals. Following positive
feedback from passengers,
airport operator IGA wants
to expand the project, raising
the number of dogs on hand
to comfort travelers from five
to 10, said Abdulkadir Demir-
tag, a customer experience
manager. “Traveling can be
stressful. According to re-
search, interaction between
animals and humans reduces
stress levels and anxiety,”
Demirtag said. Murat Cen-
giz Koca, a dog behavioral
expert and trainer accompa-
nying the canines around the
airport, said the animals were
trained not to react to sounds
or people. “The dogs we have
chosen here have undergone a
yearlong process and training.
They are here today because
they have been successful,”
he said.—Agencies

Tate brothers
detained in
Romania: UK

warrant

LONDON : Andrew Tate
and his brother Tristan have
been detained in Romania
after European arrest war-
rants were issued by the
UK, his representative has
said. The allegations, in-
cluding sexual aggression,
cover 2012 to 2015, his
team said. The Tate broth-
ers “categorically reject all
charges”, the statement
said. Romanian police said
European arrest warrants
for two men were issued by
UK authorities for sexual
offences on Monday. The al-
leged offences also included
exploiting people in Great
Britain, the Romanian po-
lice statement said. The
two men were presented to
the prosecutor attached to
the Bucharest Court of Ap-
peal, who ordered their de-
tention for 24 hours, police
said. A representative for
the controversial influencer
said the court will make a de-
cision on Tuesday as to wheth-
er to “execute the mandate”.
They described the arrest war-
rant as a “bewildering revival
of decadeold accusations”
leaving the brothers “dis-
mayed and deeply troubled”.
“They categorically reject
all charges and express pro-
found disappointment that
such serious allegations are
being resurrected without
substantial new evidence,”
the statement said.—APP

Violence persists in Gaza
during Ramadan: UN Chiet

‘We must act to avoid more preventable deaths,” Antonio Guterres says on situation in Gaza

NEews DEsk

TORONTO : As Muslims began
the holy month of Ramadan, the
UN chief on Monday reiterated
his call for a ceasefire in Gaza,
and urged actions to avoid further
“preventable” deaths. “Yet even
though Ramadan has begun - the
killing, bombing and bloodshed
continue in Gaza,” Antonito Gu-
terres said at a press encounter.
“My strongest appeal today is to
honor the spirit of Ramadan by si-
lencing the guns - and removing
all obstacles to ensure the deliv-
ery of lifesaving aid at the speed
and massive scale required,” said
Guterres. He also called for an
“immediate release of all hostag-
es” taken by Hamas. “We must
act to avoid more preventable
deaths,” he said. “We have wit-

nessed month after month of ci-
vilian killing and destruction at a
level that is unprecedented in all
my years as Secretary-General,”
he added. On life-saving aid, Gu-
terres said it is “coming in trickles
— if it comes at all,” and asserted
that “international humanitarian
law lies in tatters. “ He further
warned of the dire consequences
of a potential Israeli assault on Ra-
fah, cautioning that such an action
could further exacerbate the suf-
fering of the people in Gaza.

“For months, leaders have ap-
pealed for an immediate human-
itarian ceasefire and the imme-
diate release of all hostages. But
the most compelling calls have
come from the families of the vic-
tims of this war,” he said.
Guterres called on all parties
to “hear and heed” the voices
of those families of victims and
stressed that “desperate civilians

need action - immediate action.”
‘Cessation of hostilities in Sudan’
Turning to Sudan, the UN chief
reiterated his call for “a Ramadan
cessation of hostilities in Sudan.”
“The fighting there must end for
the sake of the Sudanese people
who face hunger, horrors and un-
told hardships,” he said, adding
that “it is time for peace” in Gaza,
Sudan and beyond. The war be-

tween the Sudanese Armed Forc-
es and paramilitary Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF) that began in
April 2023 has killed thousands,
displaced million and caused a
food security crisis. He called
on “political, religious and com-
munity leaders everywhere to
do everything in their power to
make this holy period a time for
empathy, action and peace.” “It
is time to end the terrible suffer-
ing. Now is the time to do it.” Is-
rael has waged a deadly military
offensive on the Gaza Strip since
an Oct. 7 cross-border attack led
by the Palestinian group Hamas
in which nearly 1,200 people
were killed. More than 31,100
Palestinians, mostly women and
children, have since been killed
in Gaza, and over 72,700 others
injured amid mass destruction
and shortages of necessities. Is-
rael has also imposed a crippling

blockade on the Gaza Strip, leav-
ing its population, particularly
residents of northern Gaza, on
the verge of starvation. Accord-
ing to the Palestinian Health
Ministry, at least 27 people have
died of malnutrition and dehy-
dration in Gaza due to the Israe-
li blockade.

The Israeli war has pushed
85% of Gaza’s population into
internal displacement amid a
crippling blockade of most food,
clean water, and medicine, while
60% of the enclave’s infrastruc-
ture has been damaged or de-
stroyed, according to the UN.
Israel stands accused of geno-
cide at the International Court
of Justice. An interim ruling in
January ordered Tel Aviv to stop
genocidal acts and take meas-
ures to guarantee that humani-
tarian assistance is provided to
civilians in Gaza.

EU to recommend Bosnia
membership talks: Ursula

Bosnia and Herzegovina applied for EU
membership in February 2016 and was
granted EU candidate status in December 2022

) »

for war’,

NATO prepares for
Russian threat in harsh Arctic

BADDEREN : Finnish conscript Atte Ohman readied himself aboard a US landing ship
to storm a snow-swept Norwegian beach as part of a rapid response unit pushing out an
invading enemy. “There is a saying that ‘if you want to keep the peace, you need to prepare
the 19-year-old corporal told AFP, clutching his automatic rifle.

The simulated assault on NATO’s frigid Arctic fringe was part of its sprawling, four-month
Steadfast Defender exercise — the largest drills staged by the US-ed military alliance since

WEeB DESK

BELGRADE : The EU’s ex-
ecutive arm will on Tuesday
recommend that member
states open formal mem-
bership talks with Bosnia,
European Commission
chief Ursula von der Leyen
announced. The country
has been an official mem-
bership candidate since
2022 but needed to im-
plement a string of major
reforms before opening
accession  negotiations
with the 27-nation bloc.
Von der Leyen told the
European Parliament
that Bosnia “is showing
that it can deliver on its
membership criteria, and
on its citizens’ aspiration
to be part of our family”.
“This is the reason that we
will decide to recommend
to the Council to open ac-
cession negotiations with
Bosnia and Herzegovina.”
The war in Ukraine has
reignited the EU’s drive

eastern Europe and the
EU executive was to for-
mally present its latest re-
port on Bosnia’s progress
later on Tuesday. While cau-
tioning that “more progress
is necessary to join our
union”, von der Leyen said
that “Bosnia and Herze-
govina has taken impres-
sive steps towards us”.

“More progress has been
achieved in just over a
year than in over a dec-
ade,” von der Leyen told
lawmakers in Strasbourg.
She said Bosnia was now
“fully aligned” with the
EU’s foreign and security
policy, was improving its
management of migra-
tion flows, and adopt-
ing laws to combat both
money laundering and
terrorist financing. She
welcomed its agreement
to include in domestic
criminal records the
judgements of the Inter-
national Criminal Tribu-
nal for the former Yugo-
slavia. She also noted

further steps towards
dialogue and reconcili-
ation in the wake of the
country’s 1992-1995
war, with the creation
of a new peacebuild-
ing committee. “The
message coming from
Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na is clear,” said von
der Leyen. “So our
message must be clear
too. The future of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina
lies in our Union.” The
commission recommen-
dation comes ahead of a
European Council meet-
ing on March 21 and 22,
which was seen as the
last chance for Bosnia
to open membership ne-
gotiations before June’s
European elections. All
27 EU member states will
have to agree to the move
before negotiations can be
launched. Starting the talks
is just the beginning of a long
process of reforms usually
lasting years before a coun-
try finally joins the EU.

the Cold War. Swedish gunboats sped to shore, Italian paratroopers abseiled from helicop-
ters, and French marines emerged on skis. The message was clear — NATO is prepared to
protect itself in the face of an increasingly aggressive Russia two years into the Kremlin’s
war on Ukraine. Last week the alliance got even larger as Sweden became its 32nd member
almost a year after its Nordic neighbour Finland joined. “We're signalling that we are ready to
defend our territories and that’s very important at the same time as strengthening our capa-
bilities to operate together,” Swedish Defence Minister Pal Jonson told AFP, after watching
tanks from his country engage in a mock battle on the Norwegian-Finnish border. “Right now
the Russian ground forces are bogged down in Ukraine, but Russia has stated high ambitions
to reconstitute itself and adapt its force posture.” As Russia has begun turning the tide on
outgunned Ukrainian troops, there have been warnings that Moscow could one day turn its
sights on a member of the alliance. While the Kremlin’s forces are depleted after heavy losses
in Ukraine, Russia has switched its economy to war mode. Kyiv's western allies meanwhile
have struggled to ramp up production of crucial weaponry, and support for Ukraine is waver-
ing. Norway’s defence chief Eirik Kristoffersen said the number of Russian forces stationed
near his country is currently just one fifth of the number before Moscow’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine. “But on the maritime side, on the air side, and on the nuclear side, they’ve kept their
forces intact in our region,” he told AFP. “You have this uncertainty about for how long they
will continue to lose so much versus Ukraine and then how long will it take for them to rebuild
their military.” One increasingly crucial area of competition with Russia is the harsh Arctic
region where the exercise was staged. Under President Vladimir Putin, Russia has ramped
up its capabilities in the region where melting ice due to global warming looks set to open up
vital shipping routes and resources. Now with the membership of Sweden and Finland, seven
of the eight Arctic countries are in NATO and the allies say they’re increasingly pushing to
compete with Moscow in this vital region. The Arctic is becoming hugely strategic and “that’s
why Russia is investing here a lot, and China is also watching this area,” said Finland’s defence
minister Antti Hakkanen. “The Artic is a new focus area. We must invest in the capabilities
to act here in the normal military fields but also in the intelligence side and other fields,” he
added. Rear Admiral David Patchell, deputy commander of the US Second Fleet, said a con-
servative estimate was that climate would open up resources worth $1 trillion in the region.
At the same time, melting ice would mean the Artic would link oceans around the globe

to expand in central and

for navigation.—DNA

IAEA chief : Japan’s | S8

push for N.Korea summit
‘very important’

LONDON : The head of the U.N.’s nuclear watchdog
said on Tuesday he supports Japan’s push to hold
summit talks with North Korea, even if discussion
about Pyongyang’s nuclear build-up is initially off the
table. Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida has said
he wants to hold talks with North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un “without any preconditions” and is personal-
ly overseeing efforts to realise the first such leaders
summit in 20 years. In a rare response, Kim’s sister,
who serves in the ruling Workers’ Party, last month
said Kishida may one day visit Pyongyang.The IAEA
has not had access to North Korea since Pyongyang
expelled its inspectors in 2009 but has raised repeat-
ed concerns about its nuclear advances and growing
nuclear arsenal. Asked if he would support Japan’s
talks with North Korea even if the issue of nuclear
proliferation was not discussed, IAEA chief Rafael
Grossi told in an interview in Tokyo: “It is very im-
portant to engage. The conditions of that dialogue,
I would not pretend to tell Prime Minister Kishida
what to do....But what I can say is that engagement is
indispensable.” “Every political dialogue has timings,
has formats and sequences that may exist...No conver-
sation is not a good idea.” Kishida’s push to hold talks
with Kim is focused on trying to secure the return of
citizens abducted by North Korea decades ago.—APP

Islamabad : People Preparing to Iftar first fast in front of PIMS.— Photo Mudassar Raja~
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Macron has been seeking to hammer home the importance of greater support for Ukraine

ForeiGgN DEsk

PARIS: French President Em-
manuel Macron’s Ukraine
strategy was to be put to a sym-
bolic vote in parliament’s low-
er house on Tuesday as politi-
cal tensions rage in the run-up
to June’s European Parliament
elections. Macron has been
seeking to hammer home the
importance of greater support
for Ukraine, which is running
out of ammunition, insisting
that Europe’s security is at
stake. Following a debate, the
National Assembly lower house
will hold a non-binding vote
on the government’s Ukraine
strategy, including a bilateral
security agreement signed by
Macron and Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky last
month. With the symbolic par-
liament vote, Macron is forc-
ing political parties to take a
public stance on the conflict
as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
stretches into its third year.
The far-right National Rally
(RN), which leads Macron’s al-
liance by a wide margin ahead
of the June European elec-
tions, said it would abstain,

while the far-left France Un-
bowed party (LFI) said it would
vote against. With the support
of the conservative Republicans
party (LR), the outcome of the
vote could still offer backing to
Macron’s strategy. Prime Min-
ister Gabriel Attal will start the
debate at around 4:30 p.m. (1530
GMT) and the vote is expected
at around 8:00 pm. The upper
house, the Senate, was set to
hold similar debates on Wednes-
day. The LFI said it would vote
“against war” and the possibili-
ty of Ukraine joining NATO and
the European Union in the fu-
ture. For his part, Jordan Bardel-
la, the 28-year-old leader of the
RN, said his party would abstain
because of its “red lines.” “We
need to be very careful,” Bar-
della told broadcaster France 2.
“Yes to support for Ukraine but
no to war with Russia.” The RN
opposes the dispatch of Western
ground troops, which Macron
has refused to rule out, and the
possibility of Ukraine becoming
a member of NATO and the EU.
Allies of Macron at the week-
end lambasted the RN at the
launch of their European elec-
tion campaign, accusing the
farright party of flirting with

the Kremlin and betraying the
interests of France and Europe.
But public support for France’s
continued aid for Ukraine is
waning, according to some poll-
sters. An Elabe poll released
on Sunday showed that 39 per-
cent of French people support
France’s continued economic
and financial aid for Ukraine,
11 percentage points down from
June 2023. Just 14 percent of
French people believe France
should ramp up military aid for
Ukraine according to the study.
Emphasising that his ruling par-
ty is prepared for war with Rus-
sia is a “risky bet” ahead of the
elections, the Eurointelligence
think tank said. It added that
Macron’s “narrow focus” on the
RN made his party an “easy tar-
get” for others. Macron’s hard-
ened stance, which has includ-
ed not ruling out the sending
of Western troops to Ukraine,
represents a turnaround for a
leader who had for many years
sought to position himself as a
top mediator between Russia
and Ukraine.

Speaking to French broadcaster
BFM TV on Monday, Ukrainian
leader Zelensky said there was
no need for French ground troops

in his wartorn country as long as
“Ukraine holds.” “Your children
are not going to die in Ukraine,”
he said. Macron has been seeking
to hammer home the importance
of greater support for Ukraine.
Meanwhile,France’s parliament
will have a chance to vote on the
country’s Ukraine strategy, includ-
ing a bilateral security treaty signed
with Kyiv last month. Debates and
non-binding votes will take place
next Tuesday in the National As-
sembly lower house and in the
Senate upper house on Wednesday.
On Thursday, Macron also met with
Moldovan President Maia Sandu,
pledging France’s “unwavering
support” for her ex-Soviet country
as tensions mount between Chis-
inau and pro-Russian separatists.
During the meeting the two signed
a bilateral defence deal, as well as
an “economic roadmap”, although
no details were provided. Later
Thursday, France was also set to
host a video conference of nearly 30
countries including Ukraine, which
will follow up on the initiatives dis-
cussed at an international Ukraine
summit hosted by Macron last
week. Ahead of Thursday’s meet-
ing with the opposition, Macron
had spoken to his predecessors
Francois Hollande and Nicolas

Sarkozy at the Elysee Palace late
Wednesday. Speaking to jour-
nalists after the talks, Hollande
called for more aid for Ukraine
as well as European unity. “The
only possible response is to show
that we are with the Ukrainians in
total solidarity, that we are giving
them all the support they need,
without taking part in any combat
ourselves,” Hollande said. Asked
about the possibility of sending
troops, the Socialist former pres-
ident said: “My position on mili-
tary issues is: the less we say,
the better.” On Wednesday,
government spokeswoman
Prisca Thevenot said that it
was “quite obvious” that the
RN was not aligned with Ma-
cron’s call to do everything to
ensure Russia’s defeat. The
RN is the largest opposition
party in France’s lower house
of parliament and leads Ma-
cron’s alliance by a wide mar-
gin in European election polls
ahead of the June 9 vote. Most
of Macron’s European allies
have said they would not send
troops to Ukraine, while French
officials have insisted any such
forces could be sent to back op-
erations such as de-mining rather
than fighting Russian forces.

MUENSTER : A German
court is due to rule this
week on whether security
services can treat the far-
right Alternative for Ger-
many and its youth wing
as suspected extremist or-
ganizations, a decision that
could cost the party dearly
in upcoming European elec-
tions. If the higher admin-
istrative court in Muenster
confirms a lower court
finding, the Federal Office
for the Protection of the
Constitution (BfV), tasked
with scrutinizing threats to
Germany’s  constitutional
order, will retain the pow-
er to deploy the full range
of intelligence tools against
the party. They could be an-
ything from tapping phones
to recruiting informants in-
side a party whose leaders
have dismissed citizens of
foreign ethnic backgrounds
as “passport Germans” or
complained about “fecund
Africans” flooding Germa-
ny. The party, which has
78 of the 736 seats in the
Bundestag, the German
federal parliament, main-
tains that it is a democratic,
non-extremist  formation.
Regional branches of the
party have already been
formally declared extrem-
ist threats. The case’s title
“AfD versus Federal Repub-
lic of Germany” hints at its
significance for a country
that has built its post-war
reputation building a mod-
el democracy with strong
safeguards against extrem-
ism now seeing a far-right
party polling as much of a
third of the vote in some
regions. A finding that it is
suspected extremist could
hurt the party in western
Germany, where it is less
well established and voters
are traditionally more cau-
tious about parties that are
labelled extremist.—DNA

Ford Fined
$365 Million
for Tariff

Evasion

WASHINGTON : American
auto giant Ford Motor has
agreed to pay $365 million
to resolve U.S. allegations
it violated a federal tariff
law by misclassifying and
understating the value of
hundreds of thousands of
its Transit Connect vehi-
cles. The Justice Depart-
ment said Monday the set-
tlement resolves allegations
that Ford devised a scheme
to avoid higher duties by
misclassifying cargo vans
imported from Tirkiye
from April 2009 to March
2013. The government said
the settlement is one of the
largest customs penalty set-
tlements in recent history.

“Ford strongly disagrees
with many of the charac-
terizations in the DOJ’s
statement and admits no
liability in this matter,” a
Ford spokesperson said.
“But in the interest of mov-
ing on from this complex,
decade-old dispute, we have
agreed to settle the matter
once and for all.” Customs
and Border Protection ruled
in 2013 that Transit Con-
nects imported as passenger
wagons and later converted
into cargo vans were subject
to the 25% duty applicable to
cargo vehicles rather than
the 2.5% passenger vehicle
duty. The Justice Depart
ment said Ford imported
the vehicles “with sham rear
seats and other temporary
features to make the vans
appear to be passenger vehi-
cles. These temporary rear
seats were never intended to
be, and never were, used to
carry passengers.”—DNA

UKMTO flags
boarding
incident off
Somalia

JOHANNESBURG: The
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations (UKM-
TO) said on Tuesday that it
had received a report of a
boarding incident 600 nauti-
cal miles east of Mogadishu,
Somalia. “Authorities are
investigating. Vessels are ad-
vised to transit with caution
and report any suspicious ac-
tivity to UKMTO,” UKMTO
said in a statement without
providing further details.
British maritime security
firm Ambrey said separately
that a Bangladeshflagged
bulk carrier was reported-
ly boarded east of Somalia.
Advertisement * Scroll to
continue “Merchant ves-
sels are advised to stay well
clear of this position as this
is assessed to be an ongoing
incident with perpetrators
attempting to take control of
the bulker,” Ambrey said in a
statement.—APP
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ISLAMABAD:President Asif
Ali Zardari has decided not
to take a salary from the gov-
ernment owing to the eco-
nomic challenges being faced
by the country. His decision
was announced via a state-
ment by the President Sec-
retariat Press Wing on Tues-
day. “He took this decision to
encourage prudent financial
management in the country.
The President considered it
essential not to burden the
national exchequer and pre-
ferred to forgo his salary,”
the statement read.

A post by the President
of Pakistan account on X,
formerly Twitter, also de-
tailed his intentions for
taking the crucial step.
“The purpose of President
Asif Zardari’s decision
is to encourage prudent
financial management in
the country,” the post stat-
ed. It added that the pres-
ident has advised against
burdening the national
treasury, preferring not to
take salary.

President Zardari, who was
elected as the 14th pres-
ident of the country with
a big margin on March 9,
took oath as the head of
state a day later.

Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP) Qazi Faez Isa ad-
ministered the oath to the
newly-elected president at
the swearing-in ceremony
that took place at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadr in Islamabad.

CM Murad’s
brother-in-law
appointed

Sindh CS

DNA

KARACHI: The federal
government on Tuesday
appointed Syed Asif Hy-
der Shah, a BS-22 officer
of Pakistan Administrative
Service, as the new Sindh
chief secretary. Shah, who
is a brother-in-law of Sindh
Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah, is presently posted as
secretary Climate Change
and Environmental Coordi-
nation Division.

Sindh CM Spokesperson
Abdul Rasheed Channa
said Shah joined the Civil
Service of Pakistan in 1993
and has served on various
important posts such as
commissioner for Hydera-
bad and Karachi, Cabinet
Division special secretary,
Ministry of Culture federal
secretary and Power Divi-
sion secretary.

“By profession, Shah is a
civil engineer. He obtained
MBA degree from IBA, Ka-
rachi, and did his masters
from Harvard University,
USA. He also availed a fel-
lowship each from Harvard
and Stanford universities,”
the spokesperson said.

Hait’’'s PM
resigns as
law and order
collapses

LONDON: Haiti’'s Prime
Minister Ariel Henry has
agreed to resign following
weeks of mounting pres-
sure and increasing vio-
lence in the impoverished
country. It comes after re-
gional leaders met in Jamai-
ca on Monday to discuss a
political transition in Haiti.
Mr Henry is currently
stranded in Puerto Rico
after being prevented by
armed gangs from return-
ing home. In a video ad-
dress announcing his resig-
nation, Mr Henry urged
Haitians to remain calm.
“The government that I am
leading will resign immedi-
ately after the installation
of [a transition] council,”
Mr Henry said.

“I want to thank the Haitian
people for the opportunity I
had been granted. I'm ask-
ing all Haitians to remain
calm and do everything they
can for peace and stability
to come back as fast as pos-
sible.” Mr Henry, who had
led the country supposedly
on an interim basis since
July 2021 following former
President Jovenel Mo se’s
assassination, had repeat-
edly postponed elections,
saying security must be
restored first. Many Hai-
tians had questioned him
governing the country for
this long without an elected
president. — Agencies
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KARACHI President Asif Ali Zardari offering Fateha at the mausoleum of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali J innah. — DNA

Hussain,
Hasan Nawaz
Tand in
Lahore’

DNA

LAHORE: Hasan Nawaz,
and Hussain Nawaz — sons
of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharif — have arrived
in Lahore after suspension
of their arrest warrants by
an accountability court.

Upon their arrival, Nawaz
received his sons at Jati
Umrah residence, a private
news channel reported cit-
ing sources. Last week, an
accountability court suspend-
ed the arrests warrants of
Hasan, and Hussain in the
Al-Azizia, Flagship and Aven-
field cases. The decision was
announced by accountability
court judge Nasir Javed Rana
in a verdict he reserved earli-
er today. The warrants have
been suspended till March
14, as per the verdict. The
warrants of the brothers
were issued seven years ago

Pak, Ru.s.sian re}ations
on positive trajectory

ISSI welcomes Ambassador of Russian Federation

when the court had declared
them absconders.

PHC to hear
SIC’s plea
seeking
reserved
seats today

DNA

PESHAWAR: The petitions
filed in the Peshawar High

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) welcomed H.E.
Albert P. Khorev, the newly appointed Am-
bassador of the Russian Federation to Pa-
kistan, for his inaugural visit. Ambassador
Sohail Mahmood, the Director-General of
ISSI, chaired the meeting, which was at-
tended by Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman of the Board of Governors
(BOG) ISSI; Dr. Neelum Nigar, Director
of the Centre for Strategic Perspectives
(CSP); and Mr. Taimur Khan, Research
Associate at CSP-ISSI. Extending a warm
welcome to Ambassador Khorev, DG ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood hoped that
Pakistan-Russia relations would continue
to grow during his tenure. He also high-
lighted the Institute’s history as well as
scope of work and ISSI’s activities rein-
forcing closer Pakistan-Russia relations.

During the discussion, both sides ex-

pressed satisfaction over the positive tra-
jectory of Pakistan-Russia bilateral rela-
tions, cooperation on regional issues, and
collaboration in multilateral fora. Noting
multiple complementarities, the two sides
acknowledged the importance of exploring
new avenues for mutually-beneficial coop-
eration, particularly in the economic, trade,
energy, security, and people-to-people do-
mains. The reinforcement of ties through
close collaboration in forums such as SCO
was highlighted. Russia’s chairmanship of
BRICS this year and Pakistan’s interest in
BRICS membership were also discussed.
It was also agreed to pursue activities that
would help promote closer interface between
scholars, area specialists and academics as
well as think-tanks on both sides to foster
deeper mutual understanding and strength-
en ties between Pakistan and Russia. The
meeting concluded with Ambassador Khalid
Mahmood presenting the Institute’s mo-
mento to Ambassador Khorev on his maid-
en visit to ISSI and a group photograph.

Court for the reserved seats
of women and minorities for
the Sunni Itehad Council are
scheduled for hearing today.
The hearing on the petitions
will be conducted by a 5mem-
ber larger bench headed by
Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim, the
larger bench includes Justice
Ejaz Anwar, Justice SM Atiq
Shah, Justice Shakeel Ahmed
and Justice Syed Arshad Ali.
On the previous hearing,
the larger bench has issued
a notice to the Attorney
General of Pakistan and the
Advocate General of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for assistance,
the court has raised six con-
stitutional questions. The
court has sought assistance
from the Attorney General
and Advocate General on
constitutional questions.

Taliban set sights on Iranian
port for access to int’l markets

KABUL: Landlocked Afghanistan is
setting its sights on the Iranian port of
Chabahar for access to international
markets, giving up on another neigh-
bor, Pakistan, as its main trade route.
The Taliban administration in Kabul
announced in late February a $35
million investment in the southern
Iranian port, which next to Pakistan’s
Gwadar and Karachi is for Afghan-
istan the closest access point to the
Indian Ocean. “Chabahar port is a
vital point in trade and relations be-
tween Iran and Afghanistan and plays
an important role in the development
of economic, trade, and cultural co-

operation between the two neighbor-
ing countries,” Abdul Salam Jawad
Akhundzada, spokesperson of the
Taliban-run Ministry of Industry and
Commerce, told Arab News.

Iran does not officially recognize the
Taliban administration in Kabul, but
has sustained commercial and trade
ties, in which Chabahar can become a
vital feature. The Taliban are hopeful
it would help revive the economy that
has been reeling under international
sanctions since mid-2021 when they
took power as US-ed forces left Af-
ghanistan after two decades of war.
“Afghanistan can use the Chabahar

port for exports of agricultural prod-
ucts, foods, and industrial raw materi-
als, while using it for transit for goods
to and from neighboring countries and
the wider region,” Akhundzada said.
“The use of this port can develop the
transportation industry in Afghani-
stan. This includes the development
of transportation infrastructure, in-
creasing the efficiency and quality
of transportation services, and in-
creasing the ability to transit goods
to other countries. Also, the use of
Chabahar port can help attract for-
eign and domestic investment in var-
ious industries.” - Agencies

Indian troops begin Maldives
pullout after quit order

MANILA: India has begun withdraw-
ing military personnel operating sur-
veillance aircraft in the Maldives after
the new pro-China president ordered
them to leave, local media reported
Tuesday. The Mihaaru newspaper re-
ported that 25 Indian troops deployed
in the southernmost atoll of Addu had
left the archipelago ahead of March
10, the official start of the withdrawal
agreed by both sides.

President Mohamed Muizzu came to
power in September on a pledge to
kick out Indian security personnel

deployed in the Maldives to patrol its
vast maritime border.

Following talks with New Delhi, the
two sides had agreed to complete a
withdrawal of 89 Indian troops and
their support staff from the nation of
1,192 tiny coral islands by May 10.
Mihaaru said the three Indian air-
craft — two helicopters and one
fixed-wing plane — will be operated
by Indian civilian staff, who have
already arrived.

There was no official confirmation
from either the Maldivian or Indian

authorities, but Mihaaru said the Mal-
divian National Defence Force con-
firmed the Indian withdrawal had be-
gun. Last week, the Maldives signed a
“military assistance” deal with China
as the Indians prepared to leave.

The Maldivian defence ministry said
the deal was to foster “stronger bilat-
eral ties” and that China would train
its staff under the pact.

India is suspicious of China’s growing
presence in the Indian Ocean and its
influence in the Maldives as well as in
neighbouring Sri Lanka. - Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Punjab’s Information Min-
ister Azma Bukhari Tuesday said that the

parliament would complete its constitution-
al term as PML-N always believed in prac-
tical work, rather than tall claims and false
promises. Talking to a private news chan-
nel, she said the PML-N leadership wanted
democracy to thrive and no one would be
allowed to derail the democratic process.
PML-N-led government will not allow any-
one to destabilize the country, adding, op-
position needs to play a constructive role
to strengthening democracy despite their
personal interests. She also reaffirmed the
government’s commitment to punish all
the people involved in the May 9 incident.
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