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SC takes suo motu 
notice of IHC 
judges' letter

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on Mon-
day took suo motu notice of the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) judges’ letter alleging 
interference by intelligence agencies in ju-
dicial matters despite the government form-
ing a commission to probe the matter. A 
seven-member bench led by Chief Justice of 
Pakistan Qazi Faez Isa will hold the maiden 
hearing on the issue on Wednesday.  Apart 
from the CJP the bench also comprises Jus-
tice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Yahya Af-
ridi, Justice Athar Minallah, Justice Mussarat 
Hilali, Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail and 
Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan. The explosive 
letter which surfaced last week triggered a 
crisis and the Supreme Court led by CJP Isa 
has been under pressure to hear the matter 
under Article 184(3) of the Constitution. 

Continued on Page 06

Daasu: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets the Chinese Engineers and 
government officials at Kass camp of China Gezhouba Group Company (CGGC). – DNA

Apart from the CJP the bench also comprises Justice 
Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice 
Athar Minallah, Justice Mussarat Hilali, Justice Jamal 
Khan Mandokhail and Justice Naeem Akhtar Afghan

Constitutes 7 members bench 

Briefs

CTD ‘arrests’ over 10 
terrorists, facilitators

Confirms TTP’s hand behind Besham terror attack

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: The Counter Terror-
ism Department (CTD) has “ar-
rested” more than 10 terrorists, 
facilitators involved in the attack 
on Chinese engineers in Shang-
la’s Bisham city last week, sourc-
es told Geo News on Monday. As 
per the sources, a Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP)-affiliated 
outfits are believed to be involved 
in the March 26 deadly attack. 
During the attack, five Chinese 
citizens, including a woman, and 
a Pakistani driver were killed 
when their vehicle was attacked 
in Shangla’s Besham city as a su-
icide bomber crashed his explo-
sives-laden vehicle into the car 
carrying the victims. Following 
the incident, the country’s civil 

and military leadership notably 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, 
President Asif Ali Zardari and 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Asim Munir condemned the 
attack vowing that the perpetra-
tors responsible for the heinous 
attack would be brought to jus-
tice. Meanwhile, a wreath-laying 
ceremony was held at Rawal-
pindi’s Nur Khan Airbase and a 
30-second silence was observed 
as bodies of the deceased Chinese 
nationals were airlifted back to 
China. Floral wreaths were laid 
on behalf of the president, prime 
minister, army chief, Air Chief 
Marshal Zaheer Ahmad Babar 
Sidhu and Chairman Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee (CJCSC) 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza. 

Continued on Page 06

Bisham attack 
aimed to harm 
Pak-China ties

DNA
DASU: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday assured 
foolproof security measures for the 
Chinese nationals working on Dasu Hy-
dropower Project as well as across the 
country and resolved to ensure exem-
plary punishment for the perpetrators 
of March 26 incident.  Addressing a 
gathering of the Chinese engineers and 
workers, he said the government would 
ensure that the perpetrators and cul-
prits of March 26 incident should get 
the exemplary punishment, so that it 
would be a lesson and that no one could 
commit such dastardly act in future. 
The prime minister said that the sole 
purpose of his visit was to offer deep 
and sincere condolences and express 
feelings to the Chinese brothers and 
sisters in Dasu over a sad incident that 
took place on March 26 in which five 
Chinese and one local lost their lives.  
He said it was a cowardly act on part of 
the terrorists to kill innocent Chinese 
and a Pakistani for no other reason ex-
cept to disturb and damage exceptional 
friendship between Pakistan and China. 

Continued on Page 06

PM said the government would ensure that the 
perpetrators and culprits of March 26 incident 

should get the exemplary punishment

Ex-CJP Jilani 
refuses 
to head 

commission 
Says it is not his 

mandate to proceed 
in this case

Khayam Abbasi 
ISLAMABAD: Minutes after 
the Supreme Court took suo 
motu notice on Islamabad 
High Court’s (IHC) judges’ 
letter, former chief justice 
of Pakistan Tassaduq Hus-
sain Jillani recused himself 
from heading the one-man 
commission formed by the 
government to probe the 
allegations regarding the 
intelligence interference in 
judicial matters. The former 
CJ, while excusing himself, 
noted that since the letter 
was written by the judges to 
the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) and chief justice, 

Continued on Page 06

Annual 
inflation 

gauge drops 
to 20.7%

Compared with the 
previous month, 

inflation for March 
registered a 1.7pc rise

Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: Data released 
by the Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics on Monday 
showed that the consumer 
price index (CPI) for March 
was up 20.7 per cent from 
the same month last year, 
the lowest reading in near-
ly two years and below the 
finance ministry’s projec-
tions for the month. Com-
pared with the previous 
month, inflation for March 
registered a 1.7pc rise. The 
economy has been beset by 

Continued on Page 06

Foreign Desk

Damascus: The Consular Section of the Iranian Embassy 
in the Syrian capital of Damascus has come under a mis-
sile attack, with immediate reports of casualties as a re-
sult of the act of aggression.  Syria’s official news agency, 
SANA, said the strikes were carried out by “the Israeli en-
emy” and targeted the Mezzeh neighborhood in Damascus 
on Monday afternoon. “At approximately 00:17 p.m. , the 
Israeli enemy launched an air aggression from the direc-
tion of the occupied Syrian Golan, targeting the Iranian 
consulate building in Damascus,” SANA said, citing a mil-
itary source as saying.  “Our air defense media responded 
to the aggression’s missiles and shot down some of them. 
The aggression led to the destruction of the entire building 
and the martyrdom and injury of everyone inside, and work 
is underway to recover the bodies.” SANA, citing one of 
its correspondents, said the Israeli aggression also caused 
major destruction to “neighboring buildings.” A command-
er of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards 

Continued on Page 06

Israeli army 
‘executed’ innocent 
civilians at al-Shifa
The scale of the destruction inside 

the complex and the buildings around 
it is very large,” the ministry said

News Desk

Gaza City: The Gaza Health Ministry says Israe-
li forces have withdrawn tanks and vehicles from 
Gaza’s main hospital al-Shifa after a two-week siege 
of the medical complex. In a statement on Monday, 
the ministry said that dozens of bodies, some of them 
decomposed, had been found at the complex after 

Continued on Page 06

Israel hits consular section 
of Iranian embassy in Syria

A commander of the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) in Syria and Lebanon has been martyred in 
an Israeli attack on the Consular Section of the Iranian Embassy

PM assures foolproof security

IHC suspends Imran, 
Bushra Bibi’s sentence
IHC Chief Justice Aamer Farooq said appeal against the 
conviction would be fixed for hearing after Eid holidays

Toshakhana case

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) on Monday suspended sentence of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Im-
ran Khan and his spouse, Bushra Bibi, in the 
Toshakhana case. IHC Chief Justice Aamer 
Farooq said appeal against the conviction 
would be fixed for hearing after Eid holidays.  
Accountability court’s Judge Muhammad 
Bashir had sentenced Khan and Bushra to 
14 years in prison with rigorous punishment 
in the Toshakhana reference in January.

Continued on Page 06

Reserved seats

SIC moves 
SC against 

PHC’s verdict
Party maintains judgment based 
on fundamental misinterpretation 

of Article 51 and 106
 

Mehtab Pirzada 
ISLAMABAD: The Sunni Itehad Coun-
cil (SIC), comprising PTI-backed law-
makers, challenged on Monday the 
Peshawar High Court’s March 14 order 
that deprived the party of reserved 
seats. The PHC through its verdict 
dashed the PTI’s hopes of getting re-
served seats as it dismissed the SIC’s 
petition challenging the Election 

Continued on Page 06

Demands full court

PTI rejects 
7-member bench

Vows PTI standby legal 
fraternity to take the matter 

to its logical conclusion 

Khayyam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) vehemently rejected the sev-
en-member larger bench of like-mind-
ed judges headed by Chief Justice of 
Pakistan to probe into the six judges’ 
letter documenting intelligence agen-
cies’ interference in judicial affairs, 
demanding that the matter should be 

Continued on Page 06

Afghanistan

9 children 
killed by 
landmine

An unexploded mine 
left over from 
the time of the 

Russian invasion

Agencies

Kabul: Nine children 
were killed in a blast in 
southeastern Afghanistan 
caused by a landmine, laid 
during the country’s dec-
ades of conflict, a provin-
cial official said on Mon-
day. The mine went off as 
a group of young boys and 
girls were playing with it in 
the Geru district of Ghazni 
province on Sunday, said 
the provincial head of the 
information and culture de-
partment, Hamidullah Nis-
ar. “An unexploded mine 
left over from the time of 
the Russian invasion went 
off when they were playing 
with it,” Nisar told AFP. 

IHC orders 
Fawad’s 
release

CJ questioned that 
NAB first arrested 

man and later 
sought evidence

Court Reporter

Islamabad: The Islam-
abad High Court Monday 
granted bail to former in-
formation minister Fawad 
Chaudhary in the case 
of misappropriation in 
construction projects in 
Jhelum. The court, approv-
ing the politician’s bail, is-
sued the orders during the 
hearing of the case in which 
Chaudhry was arrested by 
the National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) in December 
last year. IHC Chief Justice 
Aamer Farooq and Justice 
Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri 
granted bail to the politi-
cian who remains impris-
oned in Adiala Jail on judi-
cial remand in the said case.



National02 IslamabadPOST

Abid Raza

Lahore : Inspector Gen-
eral Police Punjab Dr. Us-
man Anwar  issued orders 
to intensify the crackdown 
against kite flying..IG Punjab 
Dr. Usman Anwar said that 
special teams should ensure 
action against law breakers 
across the province, IG Pun-
jab said that there is zero tol-
erance against the accused 
involved in the manufacture, 
sale and use of metal strings 
and kites. Spokesman Pun-
jab Police said that during 
the last 24 hours, 41 sus-
pects were arrested while 
registering 32 cases under 
the Kite Flying Act across 
the province. 957 kites and 
23 strings were recovered 
from the possession of the 
accused. The spokesperson 

of Punjab Police further said 
that during the last 34 days, 
3603 suspects were arrest-
ed under the Act of Anti-Kite 
Flying across the province, 
including Lahore, while 3469 
cases were registered. 217461 
kites and 14693 strings were 
recovered from the possession 
of the accused. IG Punjab Dr. 
Usman Anwar appealed to the 
parents to stop their children 
from flying kites. Dr. Usman 
Anwar directed that the su-
pervisory officers should 
personally monitor the crack-
down against metal strings 
and kites. Earlier on, Inspec-
tor General Police Punjab 
Dr. Usman Anwar has direct-
ed to intensify tge crackdown 
against electricity thieves. IG 
Punjab said that FIRs of elec-
tricity theft should be regis-
tered immediately in all dis-
tricts of the province, arrest 

of the accused and timely 
execution of challans should 
be ensured. IG Punjab said 
that Punjab Police’s perfor-
mance against electricity 
thieves is clearly better than 
other provinces. Punjab Po-
lice registered 83 thousand 
645 cases against electricity 
thieves during 06 months. 
Dr. Usman Anwar said that 
the security of the Chinese 
residents has been tightened 
as well as the traffic routes 
have been secured. IG Pun-
jab Dr. Usman Anwar direct-
ed to increase checking at 
inter-provincial police check 
posts to prevent terrorism 
and smuggling. He issued 
these instructions today 
while presiding over a video 
link meeting at the Central 
Police Office anf talking to 
the officers. In the meeting, 
tasks given by chief minister 

Punjab, such as crime con-
trol, kacha area operation, 
and implementation of other 
tasks were reviewed. IG Pun-
jab also reviewed the ongo-
ing measures to prevent kite 
flying, drug selling, motorcy-
cle theft, crimes related to 
women and children. IG Pun-
jab issued orders to speed 
up measures to improve 
traffic flow on the highways. 
IG Punjab said that zero tol-
erance should be adopted 
against aerial firing, display 
of weapons, vehicles with 
dark glasses. In the meeting, 
the security arrangements 
on the martyrdom day of 
Hazrat Ali (RA) were also 
reviewed. CCPO Lahore Bi-
lal Siddique Kamyana, DIG 
Operations Lahore, DIG Spe-
cial Branch Faisal Ali Raja, 
DIG Investigation Azhar 
Akram, DIG CTD Usman 

Akram, SSP SPU Usman 
Bajwa, SSP Operations La-
hore, AIG Operations Punjab 
were present in the meeting 
while all RPOs, CPOs, DPOs 
participated through video 
link. Meanwhile, Inspector 
General Police Punjab Dr. 
Usman Anwar is taking his-
toric measures for the health 
welfare of police employees 
and their families, in continu-
ation of which IG Punjab Dr. 
Usman Anwar has released 
67 lakh 50 thousand rupees 
for the treatment of 150 chil-
dren affected by thalassemia 
of police employees.Each 
child affected by thalassemia 
will get 45 thousand rupees. 
IG Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar 
said that this money has 
been given for the children 
of police employees for med-
ical expenses of first quarter 
from January to March.  

IGP instructed to speed up crackdown on kite flying
Special teams ensure action against law breakers across the province under  

zero tolerance, IG Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar

President pushes for 
swift Turkmenistan

 trade agreement

Islamabad : Minister for Power Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan Leghari holds a  
meeting with PITC.—DNA

DNA

Islamabad: President Asif Ali Zardari 
on Monday called for an early finaliza-
tion of the Transit Trade Agreement 
with Turkmenistan to further boost 
bilateral cooperation between the two 
brotherly countries. The President, 
talking to the Ambassador of Turk-
menistan to Pakistan Atadjan Mov-
lamov who called on him, said that the 
agreement, once signed, would help 
expand trade, promote regional con-
nectivity as well as enhance economic 
activities in the region. The ambassa-
dor congratulated President Zardari 
on assuming the office of the Presi-
dent for the second time, according to 
a President House press release.

Both sides expressed the desire for 
the early completion of the TAPI Gas 
Pipeline, which would not only sup-
port Pakistan’s economy but would 
also help meet its energy needs. Wel-
coming the ambassador, the president 
said that Pakistan attached special 
value to its bilateral relations with 
Turkmenistan due to the centuries-old 
historical, religious and cultural links 
and wished to increase high-level ex-
changes to give fresh impetus to bi-
lateral ties. He expressed Pakistan’s 
desire to work with Turkmenistan to 
further enhance mutually beneficial 
cooperation. The president highlight-
ed that the existing volume of trade 
between the two countries needed to 
be improved for the mutual benefit of 
the two countries. President Zardari 

fondly recalled his visit to Turkmeni-
stan during his first term as the presi-
dent in 2010 to participate in the TAPI 
Summit as well as the 4th Internation-
al Nauroze Festival in 2013. The am-
bassador of Turkmenistan conveyed 
the warm greetings of the Turkmen 
President, Serdar Berdimuhamedov, 
and former President Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedov to President Asif 
Ali Zardari on his election. He said 
that the Transit Trade Agreement 
was not only important for both 
friendly countries but also for the re-
gion as it would generate huge tran-
sit trade activities. The president 
expressed warm wishes for the lead-
ership of Turkmenistan and thanked 
them for their felicitation message 
on his election.

Americans pioneer BC tech; 
LONGi Pak unveils Hi-MO X6

Lahore : LONGi, a global 
leader in solar panel manu-
facturing, has captured the 
attention of visitors to the 
Solar Pakistan exhibition 
held at Lahore’s Expo Cen-
tre with the long-awaited 
debut of its game-changing 
Hi-MO X6 bifacial product, 
with attendees queueing to 
view the innovative piece of 
solar technology first-hand.
If the Americans invent-
ed BC technology, LONGi 
has, on this basis, invented 
HPBC technology, combin-
ing the features of TOP-
Con and BC technology to 
significantly improve the 
efficiency and reliability 
of both cells and modules. 
The Hi-MO X6 bifacial 
marks a paradigm shift in 
the industry by offering 
unmatched efficiency and 
performance. With power 
efficiency ranging from 560 
to 585W, this cutting-edge 
panel outperforms tradi-
tional models and sets a 
new benchmark for the 
distributed market, its ex-
ceptional maximum module 
efficiency of 23% heralding 
a new era of energy pro-
duction. The Hi-MO X6 
Guardian (Anti-Humidity 
& Heat) experiences only 
45% of TOPCon’s DH deg-

radation and has better per-
formance in low irradiation 
conditions, offering a 1.54% 
improvement compared to 
TOPCon. In DH1000 test-
ing, Hi-MO X6 double glass 
heat and humidity modules 
have shown that, at 85℃ 
and 85% humidity, module 
degradation is only 0.89%, 
far below the IEC industry 
standard of 5%. Hi-MO X6 
moisture and heat-resistant 
modules have also present-
ed industry-leading degra-
dation data, with only 1% 
degradation in the first 
year and 0.35% linear deg-
radation. The module has 
a 30-year power warran-
ty, and after this period 
can still offer more than 
88.85% of the output pow-
er warranty, with a power 
temperature coefficient 
optimized to -0.28%. A 
further highlight at the ex-
hibition was the presence 
of the Hi-MO X6 anti-dust 
module, which proves re-
silient even in challenging 
conditions. Showcasing 
LONGi’s anti-dust technol-
ogy, the product inherits 
the high-efficiency per-
formance of the standard 
Hi-MO X6. Equipped with 
high-efficiency HPBC 
cells, it performs efficient-

ly in the areas of light 
absorption, photoelectric 
conversion and power 
transmission. The maxi-
mum power of the mod-
ule can reach 600W, with 
a conversion efficiency 
of 23.2%. Visitors noted 
the innovative frame de-
sign, enabling the effi-
cient removal of dust and 
ensuring an impressive 
95% exposure for maxi-
mum power generation. 
In contrast, conventional 
panels struggle with melt-
ing snow, resulting in less 
than 10% exposure and re-
duced efficiency.
LONGi country director 
Ali Majid commented: 
‘We are delighted to have 
introduced the Hi-MO 
X6 bifacial modules at 
Solar Pakistan. LONGi’s 
commitment to pushing 
the boundaries of solar 
innovation is evident in 
this groundbreaking prod-
uct, and the enthusiastic 
response from visitors 
reinforces our position 
as industry leaders. The 
launch of the Hi-MO X6 
bifacial modules is without 
doubt a significant mile-
stone in the journey to-
wards sustainable energy 
solutions.”

Online mobilisers to 
push vaccination

Move aimed at countering  
misinformation regarding polio

LAHORE: The Punjab 
Emergency Operation 
Centre is set to launch an 
online campaign to help 
eradicate poliovirus from 
the province. The campaign 
will be launched in Lahore 
and other districts under an 
online global strategy in the 
coming weeks. The emer-
gency operation centre has 
decided to take help of online 
social mobilisers to spread 
awareness about polio vacci-
nation and the disease. Ac-
cording to sources, the Pun-
jab Emergency Operation 
Centre will solicit the servic-
es of top social mobilisers to 
dispel misinformation about 
the vaccination, disease and 
health issues. The decision 
had been taken because 
misinformation and propa-
ganda about the vaccination 
and disease on social media 
were confusing the public. 
Although Punjab has been 
polio-free for the past three 
years, the threat of polio per-

sists. Especially the detection 
of wild poliovirus last year in 
environmental samples from 
Gulshan-e-Ravi in Lahore 
left the Punjab government, 
health department and relat-
ed officials concerned. After 
the development, several 
major anti-polio campaigns 
were launched, but it has 
been evident that still area 
instances of denial in some 
areas amidst misinformation 
regarding polio vaccination, 
especially on social media. In 
view of the situation, the de-
partments concerned are fo-
cusing on strategies to coun-
ter the misinformation. For 
the first time, the focus will 
also be on online awareness 
to eradicate polio. In this re-
gard, an event was organised 
in Lahore under the UInflu-
encers umbrella. The initia-
tive, supported by a network 
of social media influencers, 
aimed to tackle health-relat-
ed misinformation, particu-
larly that concerning polio 
vaccination. According to a 

statement, with a turnout of 
over 10,000 volunteers from 
the country, UInfluencers 
emerged as a powerful ad-
vocate to promote children’s 
health and immunisation 
across digital platforms. The 
event marked a milestone 
as it transitioned from the 
digital realm to a physical 
gathering, bringing together 
36 online volunteers from 
the outskirts of Lahore. The 
young individuals, represent-
ing a cross-section of society, 
immersed themselves in the 
realities of polio vaccina-
tion through hands-on ex-
periences and informative 
presentations. The online 
social mobilisers also vis-
ited the Lahore Railway 
Station for a firsthand look 
at the dedicated efforts of 
health workers vaccinating 
the children. They learned 
about the scale of the cam-
paign, with approximately 
20,000 children vaccinat-
ed each day during the 
period.

Ophthalmologist emphasizes 
preventive measures against 

eye allergies
He advised the eye patients to use eye drops 
provisionally to treat severe chronic ocular 

allergies while prolonged use of these drops can 
lead to negative effects 

RAWALPINDI : Leading ophthalmologist at Al-Shifa Trust,  Dr. Tayyab Afghani on Mon-
day said that pollen allergy effects could be avoided through preventive measures. Talk-
ing to media, he said that  the springtime brings an extremely high pollen count, which 
can cause burning and redness in the eyes, adding eye allergies can cause watery and 
puffy eyes, but the same therapies and self-care practices that relieve the symptoms of 
slurred allergies also work for eye allergies. In addition to sneezing and a stuffy runny 
nose, the symptoms can include red eyes, irritation, itching, tearing or runny eyes, 
swollen eyelids, soreness, burning, or pain, he added. Dr. Tayyab said that optical 
allergies result from the body overreacting to an allergen like any other allergy. “The 
immune system produces antibodies that release histamine and other chemicals 
from the eyes, causing red, watery eyes and irritation,” he added. Typically, seasonal 
allergies occur in early spring during the summer, he said and added that allergens 
in the atmosphere such as spores from mold and pollen from grasses, trees, and 
weeds, were known as triggers. He claimed that aside from causing momentary blur-
riness, ocular allergies, commonly known as allergic conjunctivitis or eye allergies 
do not significantly endanger vision. In many cases, symptoms appear as soon as the 
allergen comes into contact with the eyes.  Dr. Tayyab Afghani said the first step was 
to avoid triggers by staying inside during high pollen count periods which were often 
mid-morning and early evening. In order to protect their eyes from pollen people 
should drive with closed windows  and wear sunglasses or eyeglasses, he suggested. 
He advised the eye patients to use eye drops provisionally to treat severe chronic ocular 
allergies while prolonged use of these drops can lead to negative effects.—DNA

Rescue 
remains 

high alert on 
Youm-e-Ali

MULTAN :Rescue 1122 
remained high-alert across 
the district along with spe-
cially trained staff equipped 
with the essential logistics 
to handle any sort of emer-
gency on Youm-e-Ali was 
observed peacefully here 
Monday. The Emergency 
Cover Plan (ECP) had been 
developed with more than a 
hundred staffers, nine fire 
vehicles, a special rescuer 
vehicle, and 19 ambulanc-
es with as many motorbike 
ambulances put on alert 
at about 31 rescue posts. 
District Emergency Officer 
Dr. Kaleemullah ensured 
in a statement that the en-
tire staff performed duty 
diligently on the day in 
accordance with the ECP. 
Multiple checkposts were 
built particularly around the 
imambargah of Lal Kurti, 
internal and external routes 
of Hussain Aghai, the clock 
tower, and all other related 
premises of the holy con-
gregations. Provision of the 
emergency service was con-
tinued the whole day as per 
the Emergency Cover Plan 
in the city including tehsils 
of Jalalpur and Shujabad, it’s 
said. Meanwhile, foolproof 
security arrangements 
were devised in Muzaffar-
garh today on Youm-e-Ali. 
According to DPO, Husnain 
Haider, as many as 650 po-
lice officials performed a 
duty to protect about 34 reli-
gious gatherings, and 11 pro-
cessions were taken out on 
the day. The mourners had 
come through strictly check-
ing physically and through 
metal detectors at three-tier 
security placed around the 
sensitive locations. APP

07 illegal arm 
holders held

RAWALPINDI : Police have 
arrested seven illegal arm 
holders and recovered arms 
and ammunition from their 
possession during crack-
down here on Monday, in-
formed police spokesman.
Naseerabad police con-
ducted raid and held three 
illegal arm holders name-
ly Irfan, Sarhad Khan and 
Muhammad Iqbal. Police 
have recovered 02 rifle 
30 bore and 01 pistol 30 
bore from their custody. 
Similarly, Westridge police 
nabbed Salman and recov-
ered 01 pistol 30 bore from 
his possession. Following 
operation, Mandra police 
held Nasir and recovered 
01 pistol 30 bore from his 
possession. Jatali police 
recovered 01 Kalashnikov 
from Mujtaba. Rawat po-
lice recovered 01 pistol 30 
bore from Prince. —APP

Measles claims over  
13 lives in K-P

PESHAWAR: A measles out-
break in Khyber-Pakhtunkh-
wa (K-P) has resulted in the 
loss of at least 13 lives over 
the past six months, official 
sources disclosed. According 
to reports, there have been 
a total of 3,889 suspected 
cases and 1,445 confirmed 
cases of measles recorded in 
the province. Out of the 22 
deaths reported during this 
period, measles has been 

confirmed in 13 cases.
The most vulnerable d mo-
graphic appears to be chil-
dren aged between two to 
five years. The Director 
of the Expanded Program 
on Immunisation (EPI) in-
dicated that an outbreak 
response is currently un-
derway across 118 union 
councils spanning the prov-
ince’s 24 districts. Among 
the worst-hit districts is DI 

Khan, reporting 185 cases, 
followed by Peshawar with 
147, Charsadda with 113, 
Swabi with 92, and Lower 
Dir with 83 cases respec-
tively. Health Minister 
Syed Qasim Ali Shah has 
responded swiftly to the 
measles outbreak in the 
province by instructing 
the director of the EPI to 
furnish an urgent report 
on the situation.—APP

Govt 
monopoly 
on vehicle 

number 
plates ends

LAHORE : The Punjab Ex-
cise Department has tak-
en steps to overhaul the 
issuance of computerised 
number plates for vehicles, 
including a shift away from 
the government’s monopoly 
towards an open competition 
in the manufacturing and 
distribution of the essential 
identifiers. According to of-
ficials, the decision comes 
after years of public grievanc-
es and administrative chal-
lenges. Despite collection 
of fees from approximately 
three million vehicle own-
ers in the province over the 
past three years, many had 
been left waiting for their 
number plates to be issued. 
Recognising the need for re-
form, the provincial cabinet 
has approved the abolition 
of the government’s monop-
oly on number plate manu-
facturing. Instead, an open 
licensing regime has been 
endorsed, allowing multiple 
companies and institutions 
to participate in the produc-
tion process. Under the new 
system, applicants will no 
longer be required to pay 
fees for new computerised 
number plates, signalling a 
departure from the previous 
practice. The sources said 
the move aims to stream-
line the registration process 
and eliminate unnecessary 
financial burdens on vehi-
cle and motorcycle owners. 
Excise Director General 
Faisal Fareed has initiated 
the implementation of the 
cabinet’s decision. A notifica-
tion has been sent to Excise 
Secretary Masood Mukhtar, 
outlining the immediate ces-
sation of fee collection for 
number plates with new 
or duplicate registration 
requests. The officials said 
the transition to an open li-
censing regime is expected 
to foster healthy competi-
tion among private compa-
nies registered under the 
framework. They estimate 
that vehicle owners stand 
to save up to Rs500 on num-
ber plates compared to the 
current government prices. 
However, challenges re-
main as the department 
grapples with the legacy of 
past inefficiencies. The back-
log of pending number plates 
for millions of citizens poses 
a complex logistical and ad-
ministrative dilemma.—APP

Ambassador of Turkmenistan to Pakistan Atadjan Movlamov who 
called on him, said that the agreement, once signed, would help 
expand trade, promote regional connectivity as well as enhance 

economic activities in the region



Naat & 
Tilawat 

competition 
in full swing 
at Lok Virsa

ISLAMABAD: “Mah-e-Isar 
O Aman” – a cultural extrav-
aganza featuring Naat and 
Tilawat competition, a cap-
tivating calligraphy exhibi-
tion and tantalizing cultural 
foods in full swing here at 
Lok Virsa. Lok Virsa, organ-
ized its Ramadan festivities 
titled ‘Mah-e-Isar O Aman’, 
which will run until Eid-ul-
Fitr and features a range of 
activities to celebrate the 
holy month. In a statement, 
Lok Virsa said that people 
should come together in 
unity, compassion and de-
votion during this sacred 
time to make this Ramadan 
unforgettable. —APP

IRSA releases 
110,700 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD :Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on 
Monday released 110,700 
cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 165,000 
cusecs. According to the data 
released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1417.56 feet and was 
19.56 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,398 feet. Wa-
ter inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 38,500 
cusecs and 18,000 cusecs re-
spectively.—APP

Govt to create enabling
business environment

Meeting of Country Director WB and Country Manager IFC with Minister for  
Finance and Revenue

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Mr. Mu-
hammad Aurangzeb, was called 
on by Mr. Najy Benhassine, 
Country Director of the World 
Bank (WB) and Mr. Zeeshan 
Ahmed Sheikh, Country Manag-
er of the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC), to discuss 
the collaborative development 
strategies and initiatives aimed 
at promoting economic growth, 
enhancing financial stability, 
and fostering sustainable devel-
opment within the country. Dur-
ing the meeting, the importance 
of strengthening partnerships 
with international financial in-
stitutions like IFC and WB was 
highlighted. Discussion was 
done to leverage their expertise 
and resources for the country’s 
development agenda. The Minis-
ter also highlighted the Govern-
ment’s commitment to creating 
an enabling environment for 
private sector investment and 
ensuring transparency and ac-
countability in financial matters. 
Respective representatives from 
WB and IFC appreciated the ef-

forts of the Government aimed 
at bringing reforms in economic 
and financial sectors to ensure 
sustained economic growth in 

terms of expanding the tax base, 
SOEs restructuring, and Privati-
zation. They also discussed po-
tential areas of cooperation and 

investment opportunities in var-
ious sectors, including agricul-
ture, power sector, and IT. The 
delegates expressed their organ-

izations’ continued support for 
the country’s development goals 
and agendas for the welfare of 
the people of Pakistan. 

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines

Serena Hotel....111 133 133
Marriott.........051- 2826121
Monal............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines.....8494949

Hotels & 
Restaurants

IslamabadPOST03

Metrolite
IslamabadPOST03

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

April
April 04/Senegal

National Day
April 07/W. H. O.
World Health Day
April 12/Somalia

Armed Forces Day

April 15/DPR Ko-
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The Day of the Sun
April 16/Denmark
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Pontificate
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National Day
April 27/Sierra 
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Independence Day
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Freedom Day
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Majesty 
April 30/Nether-

lands
Birthday of Queen 

Pollen allergy results in 
burning of eyes and other symptoms
 

DNA 

ISLAMABAD: Leading 
ophthalmologist at Al-Shifa 
Trust, Dr. Tayyab Afghani, 
stated on Monday that the 
springtime brings an ex-
tremely high pollen count, 
which can cause burning 
and redness in the eyes. 
He said that eye allergies 
can cause watery and 
puffy eyes, but the same 
therapies and self-care 
techniques that relieve the 
symptoms of nasal allergies 

also work for eye allergies. 
In addition to sneezing and 
a stuffy, runny nose, the 
symptoms can include red 
eyes, irritation, itching, 
tearing or runny eyes, swol-
len eyelids, soreness, burn-
ing, or pain, he added.
 Dr. Tayyab Afghani said 
that ocular allergies result 
from the body overreacting 
to an allergen, just like any 
other allergy. The immune 
system produces antibodies 
that release histamine and 
other chemicals from the 
eyes, causing red, watery 
eyes and irritation. Typical-

ly, seasonal allergies occur 
in early spring, during the 
summer, and into the fall. 
He informed that allergens 
in the atmosphere, such 
as spores from mold and 
pollen from grasses, trees, 
and weeds, are known as 
triggers. He claimed that 
aside from causing momen-
tary blurriness, ocular aller-
gies, commonly known as 
allergic conjunctivitis or eye 
allergies, do not significant-
ly endanger vision. In many 
cases, symptoms appear as 
soon as the allergen comes 
into contact with the eyes. 

According to Dr. Tayyab Af-
ghani, the first step is to try 
to avoid triggers by staying 
inside during high pollen 
count periods, which are of-
ten mid-morning and early 
evening. In order to protect 
their eyes from pollen, people 
should drive with their win-
dows closed and wear large 
sunglasses or eyeglasses. He 
said people frequently use eye 
drops to treat severe, chronic 
ocular allergies. However, 
prolonged use of these drops 
can lead to negative effects; 
therefore, it is advisable to 
use them temporarily.

Faysal Bank and Sehat  
Kahani Join Forces 

DNA

Islamabad: Faysal Bank, 
one of the leading Islamic 
financial institutions of Pa-
kistan, has partnered with 
Sehat Kahani, a one-stop 
telemedicine solution for 
various primary healthcare 
issues. Through this collab-

oration, Faysal Bank card-
holders can avail exclusive 
privileges and discounts of 
up to 25% across a diverse 
array of healthcare services 
offered by Sehat Kahani.  In 
furtherance of the partner-
ship, Mr. Muhammad Feroz 
Khan, Head of Unsecured 
Business & Cards at Faysal 
Bank, expressed enthusiasm 

for the transformative jour-
ney ahead with Sehat Kahani 
stating, “Today marks the 
beginning of a profound col-
laboration that transcends 
mere financial transactions. 
It signifies our dedication 
to the health and well-being 
of our customers and the 
communities we are privi-
leged to serve. 

Mediterranean cold winds 
cause Gwadar flooding

ISLAMABAD: Mediterranean cold winds cause Gwadar flooding,  said Ahmed Kamal, Chief Engi-
neering Advisor & Chairman Federal Flood Commission. Responding to the misinformation from 
some media on Gwadar’s flood situation and China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), he pointed 
out that main reason for recent torrential rains in Gwadar is the stream of cold winds coming from 
the Mediterranean. He told Gwadar Pro here on Monday that between mid-February to mid-April 
the temperature has been a bit higher, and this time this condition and the temperature were higher.  
Due to the higher temperature and the penetration of the system, there had an impact of the seaside 
also in Gwadar. That’s why there was increased rainfall due to higher temperatures at that time and 
sea surface vapor being sucked into it,” Ahmed Kamal explained. “Such incidents have happened in the 
past in Gwadar and nearby areas such as Kage or Lasbela, but not with the intensity that has happened 
this time. This is very much indicating the impact of climate change, and this is an indication of western 
wave or cold winds coming to Pakistan and increasing its impact in Pakistan,” he further said.—DNA

New Punjabi 
movie “Babul 

Veer” to be 
released on 

Eid-ul-Fitr
DNA

ISLAMABAD: A new Pun-
jabi movie titled “Babul 
Veer” directed by Ghulam 
Hussain Taunsvi would be 
released on Eid-ul-Fitr, fea-
turing Haider Sultan Rahi 
in the lead role.  Film Star 
Haider Sultan Rahi talking 
to APP said that this new 
Punjabi movie would rule 
the hearts of the audience 
on Eid ul Fitr.  Rahi ex-
pressed his hope that the 
film fans would also love to 
watch him in his new style 
and role in the new movies. 
Haider Rahi is the eldest 
son of the most famous 
Punjabi actor and action 
hero late Sultan Rahi who 
dominated the cinema 
screens for decades with-
out any failure.

HEC 
announces 

April 14 
deadline to 
apply for 

SEE-LAW test

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission 
(HEC) has announced that 
April 14 is the deadline 
to apply for the Special 
Equivalence Examination(-
SEE-Law) a pre-requisite test 
to appear in Bar Entrance 
Test - Law-GAT.  According 
to official sources, HEC is 
conducting SEE-Law for Law 
Graduates of foreign univer-
sities recognized by HEC/
PBC.  They must pass the 
SEE-Law before appearing 
in the Law Graduate Assess-
ment Test (Law-GAT), which 
is mandatory to apply to the 
Bar Council for enrollment 
as an advocate. It is also to 
mention here that the SEE-
Law test will be held on April 
28, 2024 (Tentative).  HEC 
encouraged the students to 
register at etc.hec.gov.pk.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Defence, Khawaja Muhammad Asif presenting 
a souvenir toAmbassador of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), H.E.Hamad 

Obaid IbrahimSalem Al Zaabi.—DNA
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Briefs
Tarbela 

power house 
generation 

to touch 6418 
MW in 2025

ISLAMABAD: Tarbela Pow-
er House will emerge larg-
est hydropower generation 
unit in the country having 
6,418 megawatts (MW) ca-
pacity after the completion 
of the 1530-MW 5th Exten-
sion. The total power gen-
eration of Tarbela Power 
House would jump to 6418 
MW from the existing 4,888 
MW after the commission-
ing of the 5th Extension Hy-
dropower Project, official 
sources told APP here Mon-
day. The 1530 MW-Tarbela 
5th Extension Hydropower 
Project would commence 
electricity generation in 
2025, they said.  They said 
that the project would gen-
erate 1.347 billion low-cost 
and environment-friend-
ly electricity per annum.  
World Bank and Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank 
were providing US$ 390 
and $ 300 million respec-
tively for the project,  they 
said. —APP

Chicken, eggs 
prices reach 
at Rs 445 per 

kg, Rs 290 
per dozen

ISLAMABAD: The price 
of poultry chicken dur-
ing the second half of the 
holy months of Ramazan 
reached at Rs 445 per kg 
and the price of poultry 
eggs reached Rs 290 per 
dozen in the open market 
in the twin cities of Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi. The 
meat of the poultry chicken 
has reached Rs 650 to 660 
per kg in the open market, 
according to the survey 
conducted by APP here on 
Monday. The price of poul-
try chickens and eggs has 
been going above Rs 445 to 
290 per kg and dozen for the 
last months, which is get-
ting away from the purchas-
ing power of consumers day 
by day. The prices of poul-
try items have increased by 
30 percent in the twin cities 
during the last month after 
Ramazan began, which has 
created huge volatility in 
the market. According to 
the market survey, dur-
ing the last two months 
in the twin cities, a 28% 
increase was witnessed 
in the price of poultry 
chicken, while as same 
a 30 percent increase in 
the price of poultry eggs 
in the same period. Mean-
while, talking to APP, the 
former Chairman of the 
Pakistan Poultry Associ-
ation (PPA), Dr  Sajjad 
Arshad said that the in-
crease in the current 
prices of poultry was due 
to demand and supply fac-
tors during Ramazan.
He said that the increase 
in poultry business in-
puts and cost of doing 
business was seen across 
the country due to which 
the market was in crisis. 
Sajjad said that the coun-
try’s economic conditions 
are also an important issue 
and the poultry feed ingredi-
ents imported from foreign 
countries are expensive, in 
which soybean is important. 
He said that many soybean 
ships have stopped at Kara-
chi port, which has an inev-
itable impact on poultry 
prices.—APP

Motorcycle-
trailer 

collision 
claims life of 

man
ISLAMABAD: A man was 
killed after his motorcycle 
collided with a speeding 
trailer near the Beijing Un-
derpass area Lahore. Ac-
cording to rescue officials, 
the incident was happened 
due to reckless driving of 
the trailer driver, caused 
the collision from behind, 
instantly claiming the life 
of the rider. The police and 
rescue teams swiftly arrived 
at the scene and transport-
ed the deceased to a nearby 
hospital. Authorities re-
vealed that the trailer driv-
er fled the scene following 
the accident, a private news 
channel reported.—APP

(PITC) 
directed to 

ensure  timely 
compliant 
resolution
Faisal Sheikh

Islamabad: Minister for 
Power, Sardar Awais Ah-
mad Khan Leghari chaired 
a meeting concerning the 
operational effectiveness 
of Customer Care Centers 
within the power sector to-
day  The discussions yield-
ed several crucial directives 
aimed at enhancing service 
quality and ensuring cus-
tomer satisfaction. Dur-
ing the meeting, Minister 
Awais Leghari directed the 
Pakistan Information Tech-
nology Company (PITC) 
to ensure that every com-
plaint received at custom-
er centers nationwide is 
promptly followed up with 
a phone call to provide cus-
tomers with regular updates 
on the progress of their 
complaints. This initiative 
seeks to improve commu-
nication and transparency 
in the complaint resolution 
process. Additionally, Min-
ister Awais Leghari tasked 
PITC with conducting a 
comprehensive data anal-
ysis of all complaints re-
ceived since 2018. The ob-
jective is to determine the 
percentage of complaints 
initially marked as resolved 
but later deemed invalid, 
thereby enhancing account-
ability and transparency 
within the sector.  The Min-
ister emphasized the impor-
tance of making this data 
accessible to the general 
public, In efforts to expe-
dite complaint resolution, 
Minister Leghari directed 
a thorough reevaluation of 
complaint redressal time-
frames. He also reiterated 
the importance of strict 
adherence to load shedding 
guidelines.—APP

ICCI chief appreciates SIFC’s 
initiative to establish IT Park 

The ICCI President praised that the gigantic project, to work under public- private partnership,  
will have immense attraction for country’s burgeoning freelance economy

Mehtab Pirzada

ISLAMABAD :    President Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari 
has highly appreciated the Special 
Investment Facilitation Council’s 
(SIFC) decision to establish coun-
try’s largest IT Park in Islamabad.
In a statement here on Monday he 
said that the landmark decision is 

indeed a manifestation of a signif-
icant stride-forward for Pakistan’s 
expanding tech landscape and 
promising unparalleled opportu-
nities for innovation and progress. 
He said that the mega project cov-
ering an area of 3.3 acres to be 
built in G-10 Sector of the federal 
capital will hopefully be a hub of 
technological advancement and 
array of facilities to foster crea-
tivity and entrepreneurship. The 

ICCI President praised that the 
gigantic project, to work under 
public- private partnership, will 
have immense attraction for coun-
try’s burgeoning freelance econ-
omy, will have a research center, 
a well-stocked library, software 
houses, conference rooms, dedi-
cated work spaces for freelancers 
and start ups and an exhibition 
area for showcasing cutting-edge 
IT products. Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-

wari further said that the project 
will not only create business op-
portunities for young entrepre-
neurs but will turn a big source 
of  foreign exchange earnings 
for the country. The President 
said the construction of an IT 
Park of such a paramount im-
portance in Islamabad was the 
long-standing demand of the 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and that 

the business community whole 
heartedly welcomes the initiative 
and assures that every possible 
cooperation will be extended for 
the materialisation of the project. 
He also expressed the hope that 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry will be taken on 
board at all the stages for the ben-
efit of the business community 
and making the project a state of 
the art in real sense.

ISLAMABAD: People standing a queue to draw their salary outside bank at Aabparra. – APP

Teachers call for end 
to centralized exams 

This proposal aims to relieve teachers of the 
financial burden associated with centralized exams 

and ensure a more sustainable and equitable 
system for teachers and institutions.

ISLAMABAD: Teachers engaged in con-
ducting centralized primary and middle 
standard exams under the Federal Di-
rectorate of Education (FDE) have come 
forward with grievances regarding unpaid 
remuneration and burdensome expenses 
incurred during exam duties for the last 
three years. Frustrated by unmet promis-
es and financial strain, these teachers ad-
vocated for a shift towards local exams to 
alleviate their plight. Despite assurances 
from FDE authorities, teachers allege 
that for the past three years, they have not 
received their rightful remuneration for 
conducting exams and assessing papers.  
Speaking on condition of anonymity, sev-
eral female teachers while talking to APP 
lamented the dire situation, highlighting 
the financial hardships they endure to 
fulfill their duties. One of the teachers 
revealed, “FDE conducts centralized ex-
ams and teachers have to bear the exams 
expenses from their own pocket which is 
ridiculous. The expenses include trans-
portation costs to exam centers, purchas-
ing materials for sealing answer scripts, 
and covering transport expenses to de-
liver materials to FDE.” Another teacher 
recounted, “I hired a taxi, collected the 
exam material from FDE and deposited 
answer scripts on daily basis during the 
exams but FDE never provided transport 
facility or paid transportation cost. I paid 
from my personal pocket. The absence 
of reimbursement for expenses incurred 

during exam duties has left me feeling 
undervalued and disrespected.  Promises 
made by FDE officials regarding payment 
for exam duties remain unfulfilled.” “For 
three consecutive years, the FDE has 
failed to reimburse teachers for their 
diligent efforts in administering exams 
and assessing papers.  While appointing 
teachers for examination duty, teachers 
are assured for payment but unfortunate-
ly, the promise of FDE officers never 
fulfilled, shared another teacher. The 
situation is compounded by the lack of 
support from FDE in providing necessary 
materials and facilities for conducting 
exams. Teachers report purchasing ma-
terials such as cloths, sealing wax, and 
packing material with their own money, 
without any reimbursement from FDE. 
Additionally, the absence of paper collec-
tion facilities further adds to the logistical 
challenges faced by the teachers. Despite 
assurances of payment, teachers lament 
the recurring excuse of the Accountant 
General Pakistan Revenue (AGPR) with-
holding funds, leaving them to shoulder 
the expenses personally. In light of these 
grievances, teachers have proposed the 
abolition of the centralized exam system 
in favor of local exams conducted within 
respective schools. This proposal aims to 
relieve teachers of the financial burden 
associated with centralized exams and 
ensure a more sustainable and equitable 
system for teachers and institutions.

Islamabad: Abdullah H. Khan General Manager of PIA receiving the Shield from Khurshid 
Barlas Founder Chairman of Pakistan Association of Exhibition Industry during the meeting at his 

office and Fahad Barlas Convener Exhibition was present at the occasion.—DNA

AIOU to close 
admissions on April 15
ISLAMABAD:Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has 
announced that the last date for admissions for Semester 
Spring 2024 is April 15.  According to AIOU, the programs 
offered in this phase include Associate Degree (BA/BCom), 
BBA, BS (ODL) programs, teachers training programs (1.5, 
2.5 and 4 Years B.Ed.), postgraduate diploma programs, 
and certificate courses.  Admission forms and prospec-
tuses for these programs can be found on the university 
website. For students in remote or backward areas without 
internet access, or those facing difficulties applying online, 
manual applications for BA, BCom, and B.Ed programs can 
be submitted at regional offices. Overseas Pakistanis and 
international students living all over the world can enroll in 
these programs.  The university offers academic programs 
for international students through an online learning man-
agement system.  All educational activities, from admission 
to examinations, will be conducted online. It is pertinent 
to mention here that Allama Iqbal Open University has the 
largest teacher training program in Pakistan.—APP

ANF accelerates 
operation 

against drug 
dealers

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) has 
accelerated its ongoing 
operation to bust gangs in-
volved in supplying drugs 
to students, said an ANF 
spokesman here on Mon-
day. He informed that the 
crackdown on drug-supply-
ing gangs in educational 
institutions in twin cities 
had been stepped up.      In 
an operation, 2.4 kg hashish 
was recovered from the pos-
session of a BS Computer 
Science student netted from 
Khanna Pull area.—APP



Haitian crisis 
and its causes

Polarization in the US

O NCE upon a time, sailors and travelers considered Haiti the pearl 
of the Caribbean. But now this territory is beset by a wide range of 
problems, including an economic crisis, a surge in crime, internal 

civil conflict, and rising poverty levels. Prospects are vague: few people can 
currently accurately predict how events will develop. Against the backdrop of 
ongoing armed clashes in Port-au-Prince, which are still ongoing, this article 
delves into the root causes of the turmoil. Formally, the current crisis in Hai-
ti began in 2018, when unrest broke out due to fuel shortages. However, this 
interpretation is too simplistic. In reality, the Haitian crisis has persisted for 
several decades, with its roots tracing back to the American occupation that 
began in 1915. In fact, the events a hundred years ago caused irreparable 
damage to Haitian statehood. For 19 years, US troops illegally controlled 
the territory and resources of the Caribbean republic. And even after Haiti 
managed to regain its independence, American influence did not dissipate. 
It continued and was aimed at economic exploitation. This was 20th-century 
colonialism. However, now they rarely remember this. Describing current 
events in Haiti, the Western press does not talk about their background. Not 
a word about the forced labor of Haitian citizens, which American sugar com-
panies used in the 20s of the last century on the island’s plantations. Not 
a word about how, during the occupation, Haiti’s financial structures were 
dominated by US banks. Not a word about how the American military regime 
in Haiti from 1915 to 1934 violated the rights of the Haitian population and 
harmed the culture and traditions of the occupied country.
But those events explain a lot. In 1915, American Marines invaded Haiti, 
under the pretext of “protecting American interests”; especially econom-
ic interests (American sugar companies were afraid of losing control over 
Haitian plantations). Now, in 2024, the US Army Command and the State 
Department have not publicly ruled out sending troops to Haiti. What has 
changed in 109 years? It turns out… almost nothing. America still considers 
the Caribbean its backyard and interferes in the internal affairs of the re-
gional countries. The American occupation of Haiti was so brutal that since 
1915, a guerrilla war for liberation from US troops had been ongoing on the 
island. In 1919, Haitian guerrilla leader Charlemagne Péralte died at the 
hands of the American soldiers. But his name forever became a symbol of 
heroism in Haiti. As in those days, so do many Haitians now stand for the 
sovereignty and independence of their homeland against colonial depend-
ence on the United States, because they understand well that the plight of 
their state is the consequence of Western colonialism. From all of the above, 
three conclusions can be drawn: The severe consequences of the American 
occupation of Haiti in 1915-1934 still have a dire impact on the internal life 
of the republic. The economic interference of Western companies in the 
affairs of Haiti has persisted from then until the present.

G ROWING political polarization within the US is increasingly serving as a 
potent catalyst propelling the burgeoning “prepper” movement forward, 
reflecting a broader societal disquietude regarding the nation’s political 

and economic trajectory. Spanning the entire ideological spectrum, Americans 
are grappling with mounting apprehension surrounding the state of the economy 
and the increasingly fractured political landscape. This pervasive sense of uncer-
tainty has engendered a marked uptick in individuals harboring profound distrust 
toward both governmental institutions and societal frameworks, prompting them 
to adopt a proactive stance toward self-sufficiency and preparedness. Recent data 
cited by Reuters, drawing from comprehensive research on the subject, indicates 
a staggering doubling in the number of “preppers” in the US since 2017, with 
an estimated 20 million individuals now identifying as adherents of this move-
ment. What was formerly primarily associated with far-right ideologies has now 
permeated mainstream America, with individuals hailing from diverse political 
backgrounds embracing practices such as firearm ownership, stockpiling es-
sential supplies and fortifying their residences against potential crises. While 
prior analyses predominantly focused on the ramifications of events such as the 
COVID-19 pandemic and its attendant disruptions, along with incidents like the 
Texas power grid failure, attention is increasingly being redirected toward the 
broader backdrop of political polarization within the country.
The occurrences of recent years, including the surge of civil unrest sparked 
by movements such as Black Lives Matter, have laid bare the deep-seated 
fault lines running through American society. This polarization transcends 
mere ideological and policy disagreements, encompassing fundamental ques-
tions regarding the role of government, the essence of democracy and the 
legitimacy of societal institutions. Set against this backdrop, episodes such as 
the storming of the Capitol in 2021 serve as stark reminders of the fragility 
of democratic norms and the potential for political instability to escalate into 
full-blown crises. Such events coupled with ongoing partisan skirmishes and 
heightened rhetoric across the political spectrum have contributed to a per-
vasive sense of uncertainty and insecurity among the populace. In addition to 
political tumult, concerns regarding environmental degradation and climate 
change are also assuming an increasingly prominent role in shaping the tra-
jectory of the “prepper” movement. The escalating frequency and intensity of 
extreme weather events, juxtaposed with the gradual but inexorable march of 
climate change, have underscored the imperative for individuals to prepare for 
a future characterized by environmental instability and ecological disruption. 
The trajectory of the “prepper” movement reflects a broader shift toward 
individual empowerment and autonomy in the face of perceived threats. From 
concerns about government overreach to fears of environmental catastrophe, 
this movement represents a diverse array of motivations united by a shared 
desire to mitigate risk and safeguard their families and communities. More-
over, the evolution of the “prepper” movement from a fringe subculture to a 
mainstream phenomenon underscores the depth of societal disquietude and 
the widespread desire for proactive solutions to pressing challenges. 
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“Beyond interference: Redefining 
the scope of judicial protection”

The new conservative rain Iran

Qamar Bashir 

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

C HIEF Justice Qazi Faez Esa, nearing the end 
of his tenure, chose not to address the com-
plaint filed by six serving judges through the 

Supreme Judicial Council or by convening a full court 
of the Supreme Court. Instead, he passed it onto the 
civilian government, which many perceive as being 
under the complete influence of the powerful estab-
lishment. This decision has been viewed as a missed 
opportunity to restore judicial independence from the 
alleged overwhelming control exerted by the estab-
lishment, which is often equated with the state itself. 
This control extends to all facets of governance, in-
cluding the parliament, governments, cabinets, elec-
toral processes, judicial proceedings, and foreign 
policy decisions, as well as the management of trade, 
business, investment, agriculture, and livestock.
The Chief Justice’s decision to avoid addressing the 
complaint prompted over 300 members of the legal 
fraternity to stage a protest before the Supreme 
Court today (31.03.2024), urging the Court to take re-
sponsibility for adjudicating the matter under Article 
184(3) of the Constitution. They argued that any gov-
ernment-led commission would lack the necessary in-
dependence and authority to properly investigate the 
claims. Analysts, jurists, and lawyers have widely crit-
icized the appointment of Tassaduq Hussain Jillani, 
who served as the 21st Chief Justice of Pakistan from 
2013 to 2014, to head the one-man commission tasked 
with adjudicating the complaint of six judges. Many 
have deemed this appointment highly inadequate, in-
appropriate, and out of context, given Jillani’s age—
barely two years younger than Pakistan itself. They 
argue that since the complaint directly implicates the 
executive branch as the culprit, appointing a commis-
sion headed by someone associated with the execu-
tive undermines the integrity of the process. It’s seen 
as illogical and unfitting for the accused to be tasked 
with providing justice to the complainants.
Meanwhile, the PTI, emerging as one of the largest 
stakeholders, has been particularly affected by judi-
cial decisions allegedly manipulated by the establish-
ment. These decisions have targeted the incarcera-
tion of PTI’s former chairman and top-tier leadership, 
resulting in significant upheaval within the party. 
PTI has not only lost its founding chairman, top and 
second-tier leadership, but also its iconic symbol and 
brand name. Currently, it has been absorbed into an 
irrelevant and sectarian party, Sunni Itehad, thereby 
alienating sympathizers from other sects. The heavy 
toll this has taken on PTI appears irreversible at this 
juncture. The terms of reference assigned to the com-
mission are notable for their focus on investigating 
direct involvement of officials in judicial interference 

and recommending appropriate action against impli-
cated agencies, departments, or state institutions 
based on evidence uncovered. However, the absence 
of mention regarding indirect involvement suggests a 
potential gap in the scope of the inquiry. Additionally, 
the commission’s starting assumption that no inter-
ference has occurred places the burden of proof on 
the six judges, who must substantiate their claims 
comprehensively with evidence, witnesses, and cir-
cumstantial evidence. Failure to do so could lead to 
the judges facing accusations of lodging false or con-
cocted complaints, adding a significant layer of com-
plexity to the proceedings. Moreover, granting the 
commission the authority to explore additional mat-
ters deemed totally inappropriate.  
The analyst and jurists believe that the TORs assigned 
to the commission lack specificity and urgency in ad-
dressing the issue of unlawful interference. While they 
include provisions for investigating interference and 
recommending action, they may not adequately address 
the need for proactive measures to prevent future in-
terference or hold accountable those responsible. Addi-
tionally, the assigned TORs may not fully acknowledge 
the complexity of the issue or provide clear guidance 
on how to address challenges such as fixing responsi-
bility in the absence of concrete evidence. Rejecting 
the Terms of Reference (TORs), analysts and jurists 
argue the letter written by the six judges transcends 
mere complaints or allegations. Instead, it resembles a 
decision by a six-member high court bench. After con-
ducting investigations, gathering facts, and recording 
witness testimonies, the bench unequivocally declared 
the unlawful elements within the country’s prime spy-
ing agency and the establishment guilty of blatant and 
brute interference in judicial matters. 
The bench highlighted that the unlawful elements 
within the establishment  use coercive tactics, includ-
ing intimidation, blackmail, and eavesdropping, to 
influence bench formations and court decisions align-
ing with their political and administrative agendas. 
Furthermore, by openly defying or frustrating court 
orders that contradict their objectives, the unlawful 
elements within the establishment undermines the 
judiciary’s independence. The bench sought guidance 
from the Supreme Judicial Council on defensive meas-
ures to safeguard against such unlawful interference 
and ensure the judiciary’s autonomy to dispense jus-
tice impartially and transparently.
Analysts and jurists criticize the use of the phrase “in-
terference of the executive”. They argue that the type 
of interference faced by the judiciary transcends consti-
tutional boundaries and legal frameworks. Rather than 
being categorized as executive interference, it should 

be characterized as unlawful coercion perpetrated by 
rogue elements within state institutions. These ele-
ments employ illicit means to manipulate and intimi-
date the judiciary, undermining its independence and 
impartiality therefore cannot be legally termed as ex-
ecutive. As such, they should not be regarded as lawful 
actors but as unlawful elements seeking to subvert the 
rule of law through coercion and intimidation tactics. 
Henceforth, the Terms of Reference (TORs) for the 
Commission should reflect a proactive approach, begin-
ning with the acknowledgment that unlawful interfer-
ence with the judiciary has already been substantiated. 
The Commission should then focus on recommending 
measures to safeguard the judiciary from undue, un-
lawful, and blatant interference perpetrated by rogue 
elements within state security institutions.
Secondly, the Commission should provide practical and 
actionable recommendations regarding how the lower and 
higher judiciary can respond effectively to such unlawful 
interference. These recommendations should empower 
the judiciary to maintain its independence and integrity 
in the face of external pressures. Thirdly, the Commission 
must address the challenge of fixing responsibility on un-
lawful elements within the state security apparatus, even 
in the absence of concrete evidence and witnesses. Given 
the sophisticated techniques employed by these elements 
to conceal their activities, the Commission should ex-
plore innovative strategies for holding them accountable. 
Fourthly, the Commission should propose the enactment 
of new legislation and regulations aimed at establishing 
dedicated security forces tasked with protecting the lower 
and higher judiciary from unlawful interference, whether 
originating from within state institutions or external non-
state actors. Lastly, the Commission should recommend 
mechanisms to ensure the implementation of court deci-
sions and prevent their violation or frustration through 
selective administrative, legal, or illegal means. These 
measures should reinforce the rule of law and uphold the 
authority of judicial decisions in the face of external pres-
sures. The proposed Terms of Reference (TORs) present 
a comprehensive and proactive approach to addressing 
the issue of unlawful interference with the judiciary. They 
prioritize acknowledging the existing problem and recom-
mending concrete measures to safeguard judicial inde-
pendence and integrity. By focusing on empowering the 
judiciary to respond effectively, holding accountable those 
responsible for interference, and proposing legislative re-
forms, the proposed TORs offer a robust framework for 
addressing the challenges at hand.

– Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy 

of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

A NEW group of leaders in Iran is coming up 
and they are stricterin their beliefs than 
those who have been in charge for the past 

45 years. This change is happening because the 
government wants to stay in control, especially 
since many people in the country are losing faith 
in the system that has been run by religious lead-
ers for a long time. In the 2024 elections, there 
is a big internal power struggle happening as the 
country prepares for a new top leader. The elec-
tions on March 1 had the lowest voter turnout 
since the government was established in 1979. 
Only about 40% of eligible voters participated and 
some reports say it might be even lower. Key fig-
ures, like the speaker of the outgoing parliament, 
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, did not do well in 
the elections. In Tehran, the capital, only 25% of 
people voted. In the Assembly of Experts, which 
is a group that helps choose the top leader, Sade-
gh Larijani lost his position. Even former Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani could not run for the Assem-
bly of Experts. This manipulation of the elections 
has been going on since 2004, when the Guardian 
Council, a group that approves candidates, dis-
qualified many reformists. Instead of solving polit-
ical issues, this move made things worse over the 
next 20 years, leading to conflicts between differ-
ent conservative groups. The struggle between 
more practical thinkers and strict ideologues 
continued during the presidencies of Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and Hassan Rouhani, who both 
served two terms from 2005 to 2021.
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has 
been mediating between different groups trying 

to gain power and influence for a long time. In 
the past 20 years, this process, usually done in 
private, increasingly needed his direct involve-
ment and became more public. This was most 
noticeable during the Ahmedinejad era (2005-
13) when the then-president not only clashed 
with fellow conservatives but also opposed 
Khamenei in his second term. This made divi-
sions among conservatives more pronounced, 
especially when the U.S. imposed more sanc-
tions. To address this, Khamenei allowed the 
return of pragmatic conservative forces. In the 
2013 elections, Rouhani, a pragmatic conserva-
tive, won decisively. This move helped Khame-
nei in two ways. First, it restored public sup-
port for the regime, which had suffered from 
the controversial 2009 elections and the sub-
sequent uprising. Second, it created room for 
Tehran to negotiate a nuclear agreement with 
the U.S. amid severe sanctions.
Despite serious financial difficulties and the need 
for domestic stability, talks with the U.S. caused di-
visions in the Iranian political establishment. Rou-
hani’s pragmatic approach clashed with the more 
ideologically driven clerics and the IRGC. The 
2015 nuclear deal was a win for the pragmatists, 
but it didn’t last. The Trump administration’s 2018 
decision to withdraw from the deal and reinstate 
sanctions undermined Iran’s pragmatic conserva-
tives. In response, Iran retaliated, leading to the 
U.S. killing Qassem Soleimani in early 2020, fur-
ther strengthening the ideologues and weakening 
the pragmatic conservatives, who had already lost 
ground during Rouhani’s second term (2017-21). 

Before the 2021 presidential elections in Iran, the 
Guardian Council limited the candidates to ensure 
Ebrahim Raisi, a strict and influential figure, would 
win. This move also weakened the power of oth-
ers, like Ali Larijani, who was disqualified despite 
attempts to reverse the decision. Over the years, 
Supreme Leader Khamenei’s influence declined 
and the IRGC-led security establishment gained 
strength. Raisi’s presidency marked a shift to a 
more conservative government.
To solidify control, especially after protests due 
to economic hardships, Raisi’s administration en-
forced stricter public restrictions, especially for 
women’s dress codes. This led to the death of 
Mahsa Amini in 2022, triggering widespread pro-
tests that lasted almost a year. The government 
faced criticism from within, with senior figures 
expressing concerns about the regime’s stability. 
Khamenei had to defend the government’s actions 
and there were promises to revise laws related to 
women’s dress codes, although no concrete ac-
tions followed. The protests eventually subsided in 
mid-2023. Amidst public discontent, economic chal-
lenges, and internal power struggles, the upcoming 
elections were crucial. Ideologues aimed to secure 
a majority in the parliament and the Assembly of 
Experts, which plays a role in choosing the next su-
preme leader. While ideologues controlled the Guard-
ian Council, runoffs for parliamentary seats were 
expected and the Assembly’s composition remained 
uncertain. With widespread dissatisfaction, economic 
issues and power struggles among elites, the future of 
the Iranian regime might hinge on the armed forces 
which are not immune to public sentiments.
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LIVERPOOL :Mohamed Salah fired Liv-
erpool to the top of the Premier League 
as the Egypt star’s clinical finish capped 
a stirring fightback to beat Brighton 2-1 . 
Jurgen Klopp’s side were rocked by Dan-
ny Welbeck’s blistering strike after just 85 
seconds at Anfield. Luis Diaz restored or-
der with an equaliser later in the first half, 
before Salah netted after the in- terval 
to seal a vital victory. S a -
lah’s third goal in his last 
three games was his 22nd 
in all competitions this 
term. Unbeaten in their last six 
league matches, Liverpool sit two points 
clear of second-placed Arsenal, who drew 
0-0 with third-placed Manchester City at 
the Etihad Stadium just a few hours later.
Thanks to Salah, treble-chasing Liverpool 
are in the driving seat as they eye a re-
cord-equalling 20th English title -- and first 
since 2020 -- in Klopp’s final season.
“Being that calm in the decisive moment 
with the biggest chance we had from the 
best football we played, then that makes 
a real goalscorer so we are happy with 
everything,” Klopp said of Salah. “Bright-
on’s centre-halves were outstanding and it 
was just a really good game, against an op-

ponent you know it will be the hardest 
work. “To defend them needs the 
highest intensity in English foot-
ball and we did well. More pos-
session, better possession, a re-
ally good rhythm.” Unbeaten in 
their last 27 home league games, 
Liverpool are back in action at An-
field against lowly Sheffield 
United on Thursday. Af-
t e r former 

Liverpool star Xabi Alonso 
confirmed he intends to stay 
at Bayer Leverkusen, Bright-
on boss Roberto De Zerbi is a 
reported candidate to replace 
Klopp when the German steps 
down at the end of this term.
Klopp is a big fan of De Ze-
rbi’s attacking philosophy 
and praised him as a “top 
coach” this week. Asked af-
ter the game about the link 
to Liverpool, De Zerbi said: 
“I have another two years 

of contract. My focus is on Brighton this 
season, the next season. “But before 
starting next season I would like to lis-

ten to the plan of the team. I think 
it is a serious thing.” Playing for the 
first time since their painful FA Cup 
quarter-final defeat at Manchester 

United before the international break, 
Liverpool had a shocking taste 

of De Zerbi’s enter-

prising tactics after 
just two minutes. Brighton’s 

Simon Adingra broke quickly 
in a devastating counter-attack 
that caught Liverpool right-back 
Conor Bradley out of position. 
When Virgil van Dijk’s scuffed 
clearance rolled to Welbeck 
just inside the penalty area, the 
Brighton forward lashed a strike 
into the top corner to leave 
Klopp shaking his head. Salah 
was making his first league 
start since New Year’s Day af-

ter an injury-plagued beginning 

to 2024. Looking to make up for lost time, 
Salah nearly grabbed the equaliser with a 
curler that whistled just wide. The Egypt 
forward threatened again from Bradley’s 
cross, but he couldn’t keep his shot on tar-
get from a good position 10 yards out. Liver-
pool’s dominance was rewarded in the 27th 
min - ute when Brighton failed to clear 

Salah’s header from a corner 
and Diaz volleyed home 
from close range. Liverpool 

midfielder Alexis Mac Allister 
squandered a chance against his for-

mer club with a header that flashed narrow-
ly wide early in the second half.
Dominik Szoboszlai fired past the far post 
from 20 yards, while Darwin Nunez was de-
nied by Bart Verbruggen at the near post. 
Wave after wave of Liverpool pressure 
crashed against Brighton’s defensive wall 
before De Zerbi’s men cracked in the 65th 
minute. Mac Allister was catalyst with a per-
fectly-weighted pass that picked out Salah’s 
run into the area and the forward dispatched 
a composed low finish past Verbruggen. In 
a tense finale, former Liverpool midfielder 
Adam Lallana should have punished his old 
team, but he rolled his shot wide to Klopp’s 
immense relief. – Agencies

Mohamed Salah caps fightback as Liverpool go top
Egyptian striker scores winner as Reds come from behind to strengthen Premier League title bid
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attack aimed 
to harm...
From Page 01

Federal Ministers Amir 
Muqam, Attaullah Tarar, 
Chairman WAPDA Lt Gen. 
(retd) Sajjad Ghani, Chinese 
Ambassador in Pakistan Jiang 
Zaidong, members of the 
Chinese company and senior 
officials were also present 
on the occasion. Terming it 
a job of the enemies of Paki-
stan, the prime minister said 
that it was a dastardly act on 
part of the perpetrators who 
found every opportunity to 
harm this friendship which 
was strengthening by each 
passing day and expanding 
and moving forward with 
speed.  “That is the reason 
enemies do not spare any op-
portunity to damage and cre-
ate a wedge between the two 
Iron Brothers,” he added. 

CTD 
‘arrests’ 

over 10...
From Page 01

In the aftermath of the at-
tack, Chinese companies 
overseeing operations at the 
sites of the Dasu and Diam-
er-Bhasha Dams, temporarily 
suspended the civil work at 
both sites owing to security 
concerns. Around 991 Chi-
nese engineers were working 
on both projects, while the lo-
cal staff has been told to stay 
at home till further instruc-
tions, an official working on 
the project confirmed to the 
publication. Last week, a Chi-
nese investigation team has 
also arrived in Pakistan to 
investigate the incident after 
China’s military expressed 
its willingness to work with 
Pakistan to enhance the ca-
pability of the two countries 
to tackle various security 
risks and challenges includ-
ing terrorist attacks

Israel hits 
consular 
section...
From Page 01

Corps (IRGC) in Syria and 
Lebanon has been martyred 
in an Israeli attack on the 
Consular Section of the Ira-
nian Embassy in the Syrian 
capital of Damascus. Brig-
adier General Mohammad 
Reza Zahedi and his deputy, 
Mohammad Hadi Haji Rahi-
mi, were killed in the Israeli 
attack on Monday. Syria’s 
official news agency, SANA, 
said the strikes were carried 
out by “the Israeli enemy” 
and targeted the Mezzeh 
neighborhood in Damascus 
on Monday afternoon. Iran’s 
Ambassador to Damascus 
Hossein Akbari confirmed 
the reports of the Israeli at-
tack and said the regime had 
targeted the consular build-
ing with six missiles.

Israeli army 
‘executed’...

From Page 01
the Israeli pullout, which also 
left behind a vast swath of 
destruction. It emphasized 
that Israel retreated from the 
hospital “after burning down 
the complex buildings and 
putting it completely out of 
service.” “The scale of the 
destruction inside the com-
plex and the buildings around 
it is very large,” the ministry 
said. All buildings in the hos-
pital were exposed to fire or 
sustained damage, including 
the mortuary and the hos-
pital’s courtyards and cor-
ridors. The Israeli military 
also confirmed withdrawal 
from the hospital. The Gaza 
government’s media office 
said dozens of the Israeli air-
strikes and shells around the 
complex had provided cover 
for the withdrawing vehicles.

SC takes 
suo motu...

From Page 01
Just a day earlier, over 
300 lawyers belonging to 
different bar associations 
across the country lauded 
the judges’ and called upon 
the apex court to hear the 
matter under its suo motu 
jurisdictions. The IHC judg-
es — Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kiyani, Justice Tariq Me-
hmood Jahangiri, Justice 
Babar Sattar, Justice Sardar 
Ejaz Ishaq Khan, Justice 
Arbab Muhammad Tahir, 
and Justice Saman Rafat 
Imtiaz — wrote the letter 
to the Supreme Judicial 
Council (SJC), urging the 
body to convene a judicial 
convention over the alleged 
interference of intelligence 
agencies in judicial affairs.

PCB chief to meet Shaheen 
Shah, Babar Azam in Kakul

PCB chief will visit Kakul fitness camp, where he will take 
Shaheen Shah Afridi on board in connection with the captaincy

Sports Desk

Islamabad: Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) Chairman Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi 
expected to meet nominated white-ball cap-
tain Babar Azam and pacer Shaheen Shah 
Afridi today (Monday). Sources divulged 
that the PCB chief will visit Kakul fitness 
camp, where he will take Shaheen Shah 
Afridi on board in connection with the cap-
taincy. Following the meeting with Babar 
and Shaheen, Naqvi is expected to join the 
rest of the players for iftar dinner.
Meanwhile, according to the sources, Sha-
heen is not happy with his removal from 
the captaincy. Sources privy to the develop-
ment said that Shaheen was of the opinion 
that he was neither taken on board ahead of 
being removed from the captaincy nor was 
given answers to his queries.
It is expected that the selection committee 
will announce the T20I squad for the forth-
coming home series against New Zealand 

within 48 hours. – PCB issues press re-
lease without talking to Shaheen Shah Afri-
di: Earlier on Sunday, the Pakistan Cricket 

Board (PCB) issued the press release with-
out talking to pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi.
Sources divulged that Shaheen was taking 

rest after Iftar, when the PCB issued the 
press release, citing the former. 
According to sources, Shaheen was dis-
traught with the attitude of the PCB. It is 
expected that Shaheen Shah Afridi is likely 
to react to the PCB’s press release.
Shaheen Shah Afridi was not pleased 
with the attitude of the selection com-
mittee. The selection committee had 
not replied to Shaheen’s queries. Ear-
lier, the PCB had released a press re-
lease in line with Shaheen Shah Afridi. 
The PCB quoted Shaheen as saying, “It 
was an absolute honour to captain the 
Pakistan National Cricket Team. I will 
always cherish the memories and the 
opportunity. As a team player, it is my 
duty to back our captain, Babar Azam.”.
“I have played under his captaincy and 
have nothing but respect for him. I will 
try to help him on and off the field. We 
are all one. Our aim is the same, to help 
Pakistan become the best team in the 
world,” added the press release.

IHC 
suspends 
Imran...
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The judge had also dis-
qualified the former prime 
minister for 10 years while 
handing over a fine of Rs1.57 
billion — Rs787 million each 
— to the couple. Khan had 
told the court that his wife 
had nothing to do with the 
case and was being humiliat-
ed by being forcibly dragged 
into it. IHC CJ Farooq, during 
the hearing, said the cipher 
case would be completed in 
a few days. “Also, we cannot 
fix the Toshakhana case for 
hearing the very next day 
after holding a hearing on it 
today.” He said the cypher 
case was fixed for hearing 
the next day. The court said 
arguments of the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) had 
to begin in the cipher case 
and he did not know how 
long it would take. Hence, 
the Toshakhana case is being 
postponed till after Eid.  

SIC moves 
SC against 

PHC’s verdict
From Page 01

Commission of Pakistan’s 
(ECP) ruling that denied 
reserved seats to the par-
ty. Advocate Faisal Siddiqui 
filed the petition, on behalf 
of the PTI-backed-SIC, that 
stated, “It is, therefore, most 
respectfully and most hum-
bly prayed that leave to ap-
peal against the Impugned 
Judgment dated: 14-03-2024 
passed by the Honourable 
Peshawar High Court in Writ 
Petition No.1272-P of 2024, 
may graciously be granted 
and after granting leave to ap-
peal, this Honourable Court 
may graciously set aside the 
Impugned Judgment dated: 
14-03-2024 and allow the Writ 
Petition No.1272-P of 2024, as 
prayed.” The petition states 
that the PTI candidates joined 
the SIC after their party lost 
its electoral symbol, adding 
that the ECP also raised no 
objections to the above in-
dependent returned candi-
dates joining the SIC.

PTI rejects 
7-member...
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heard by the full court and 
the proceeding should be tel-
evised. Speaking at a press 
conference along with former 
chief minister Gilgit-Baltistan 
Khalid Khurshid, PTI Cen-
tral Information Secretary 
Raoof Hasan termed the sus-
pension of PTI Chairman-for-
life sentence in Thoshakhana 
case a ray of hope; however, 
he added that the sentence 
should have been quashed 
altogether since it was one of 
the around 200 frivolous, bo-
gus and politically motivated 
cases based on political ven-
detta. Raoof Hasan said that 
the full court should hear the 
letter saga and should such 
decision that no institution 
could ever dare to interfere 
in judiciary again.

Ex-CJP 
Jilani...
From Page 01

it would have been “viola-
tive of judicial propriety” 
for him to probe the matter, 
which he argued, may fall 
“within the jurisdiction of a 
constitutional body which is 
the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil or the Supreme Court 
of Pakistan itself”. Justice 
(retd) Jillani also noted that 
the “terms of the reference 
for inquiry” were not rele-
vant to the subject asked to 
probe by the six IHC judges 
in their letter. He also noted 
that at the end of the letter 
the judges had requested for 
an “institutional consulta-
tion” on the issue. “Though, 
the letter in question may 
not strictly fall within the 
parameters of Article 209 
of the Constitution, but the 
Honorable Chief Justice of 
Pakistan being a paterfamil-
ias may address and resolve 
the issues raised in the let-
ter at the institutional level. 

Annual 
inflation...
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inflation above 20pc since 
May 2022, registering a 
high of 38pc in May 2023, 
as it navigates contentious 
reforms it must implement 
as part of an Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) 
bailout programme. The 
country has also witnessed 
stunted growth, with GDP 
shrinking 0.17pc in the 
financial year 2023 as eco-
nomic activity ground to a 
halt on the back of a histor-
ic high interest rate which 
currently stands at 22pc.

Miami Open: Sinner opens up 
after record-breaking triumph

Paris: Jannik Sinner was elected af-
ter making a remarkable start to the 
2024 season as he bagged the Miami 
Open title. Sinner is the first player to 
claim the men’s singles titles at the 
Australian Open and Miami Open in 
a calendar year since Roger Federer 
(2017). The Miami crown was Sinner’s 
third title of the year. The Italian was 
in sublime form as he eased past Da-
niil Medvedev in the semis and Grig-
or Dimitrov in the final of the Miami 
Open. Sinner also improved his record 
to 22-1 this season and rose to a ca-
reer-best world number two. "This is 
a special moment," Sinner said af-
ter beating Dimitrov 6-3 6-1. "You 
never know if this is the last time 
or not. So you have to enjoy this 
for one day, and now a new chap-
ter is coming, clay-court season is 
coming, so completely different.
"Let's see how I will play from now on. 
But for sure, the hard-court season un-
til now has been very good."
Sinner has impressed one and all this 
season, which includes winning the 
Australian Open in January. His only 
defeat in 2024 came to Carlos Alcaraz 
in the last four at Indian Wells.
"Being number two, it's an amaz-
ing feeling," Sinner said. "I never 
thought to come to this point. I 

come from a very normal family. My 
dad is still working, as my mom, too. 
For me sport is one thing and life 
is different." Sinner's coach Darren 
Cahill said that the 22-year-old was 
enjoying his life on and off the court.
"He appreciates every single moment 
that is happening to him, but he's also 
got his feet on the ground knowing it's 
just a sport, it's just a tennis match," 
Cahill said. "Whilst he's professional 
in everything he does, he enjoys his 
life. He's a normal 22-year-old kid. 

There's a lot to learn from him, a 
lot of good to learn from both him 
and Carlos. I think they're very 
similar in many, many ways.
"That's why I think tennis is in great 
hands at the moment with the likes 
of those two and many other players 
coming through that are going to 
carry the torch through a genera-
tion we have been so fortunate to sit 
through the last 20 years. "It's im-
portant to have these types of sports 
people coming through." –Agencies

Pakistan selectors earmark 
players for NZ T20I series
Shaheen and Naseem will play 
in selective matches against 

New Zealand, whereas Imad and 
Amir will receive ample playing 
time to attain the match fitness 

requisite for international cricket

DNA

Islamabad: The Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) is 
expected to announce the 
squad for the upcoming five-
match T20I series against 
New Zealand on April 5th.  
The selection committee 

members are currently as-
sessing the fitness levels 
of the players at the Kakul 
fitness camp. They will pro-
vide a detailed report to 
PCB chairman Mohsin Naq-
vi, who is scheduled to visit 
Kakul today to meet the 
players. Naqvi has direct-
ed the selectors that there 

will be no compromise on 
fitness. Discussions are in 
progress among the selec-
tors concerning potential 
players for the squad. Rec-
ommendations, following 
consultations with captain 
Babar Azam, will be sub-
mitted to the Cricket Board 
Chairman for approval. 
According to sources, selec-
tors are contemplating the 
implementation of a rotation 
policy to mitigate the risk of 
injuries in preparation for 
the forthcoming T20 World 
Cup 2024 in the USA and 
West Indies. 
Specifically, Shaheen Af-
ridi and Naseem Shah 
are earmarked to play in 
selective matches against 
New Zealand to manage 
their workload and miti-
gate injury risks before 
the T20 World Cup.
A thorough discussion with 
Babar Azam regarding the 
workload of Shaheen and 
Naseem is planned. Fast 
bowler Mohammad Amir 
and all-rounder Imad 
Wasim, both recently re-

turned from internation-
al retirement, are slated 
to receive ample playing 
time to attain the match 
fitness requisite for in-
ternational cricket.
Fakhar Zaman and Haris 
Rauf are still recovering 
from injuries they sustained 
during the ninth edition of 
the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL). Usman Khan is 
likely to be included in the 
squad and is expected to 
bat at number four spot in 
the playing XI against the 
Kiwis. The selectors are 
expected to name approx-
imately 17 to 18 players 
for the home series, with 
the final 15-member squad 
for the T20 World Cup to 
be chosen from this pool.  
The national team's fitness 
camp will conclude on April 
8. Meanwhile, the New Zea-
land team is set to arrive 
in Pakistan on April 14th 
for the five-match T20 se-
ries commencing on April 
18th, with three matches 
scheduled in Pindi and the 
remaining two in Lahore.

All Pakistan 3x3 
Ramadan Cup 

Semifinalists Decided
Timber Wolves, YMCA, Bulls A qualified 

for Ramadan Cup Basketball SF

Afzal Javed 
ISLAMABAD: Timber Wolves, YMCA, Bulls A and Reap-
ers Red reached into the last-four stage in the Club cat-
egory of All Pakistan 3x3 Ramadan Cup Basketball Tour-
nament here at outdoor basketball courts of Pakistan 
Sports Complex Islamabad. According to tournament 
organizing secretary Ouj E Zahoor, Under the supervi-
sion of Paki- stan Basket-
ball Federa- tion (PBBF) 
with the sup- port of Paki-
stan Sports Board (PSB) 
48 clubs are taking part in 
the club cat- egory of the 
tournament o r g a n i s e d 
by Federal B a s k e t b a l l 
Association (FBBA) in 
three different categories.  In the club category quar-
terfinal round, Timber Wolves outclassed Mustang club 
by 21-12 points in a one sided match. Ali Kazmi scored 
12 and Muhammad Osama scored 6 points for the win-
ning side. YMCA thrashed United Kings in the second 
quarter final as YMCA commanded the match all the 
time with 21-15 points which they maintained lead till 
the end. Muhammad Hamza scored 8 while Hammad Ali 
scored 6 points for YMCA.  In the third quarter final 
Bulls A beat Bulls B by 17-14 points while Reapers Red 
thrashed Raptors White 20-8 points to enter into the 
last four stage in the club category.

Rodrygo shines 
in Real Madrid's 

win streak
Los Blancos earned the advantage 

early on with Rodrygo dribbling 
through the middle and easing  

past goalkeeper Julen  
Agirrezabala to open the scoring

MADRID: Brazilian star Rodrygo scored struck twice to 
lead Real Madrid to a 2-0 victory against Atheltic Club 
during the La Liga 2023-24 match at Santiago Berna-
béu on Sunday. Real Madrid extended their lead to eight 
points ahead of defending La Liga champions Barcelona 
at second spot. Meanwhile, Girona are following Barce-
lona closely with a difference of two points only.
Los Blancos earned the advantage early on with Rodry-
go dribbling through the middle and easing past goal-
keeper Julen Agirrezabala to open the scoring.
The visitors struggled throughout the first half, however, 
they had a faint chance towards the end of the first half 
as Gorka Guruzeta found Oihan Sancet in the box and at-
tempted to equalize only to be saved by the goalkeeper.
Athletic Club made some aggressive attempts after the first 
half to level but could not get past the strong opposition.
But Rodrygo rained on their parade as he doubled the 
lead in the 73rd minute with a brilliant goal following a 
fast break. This proved to be the last nail in the coffin as 
Real Madrid denied any chances of a comeback from the 
visitors to stay on top of the La Liga points table.
In another La Liga clash, Girona defeated Real Betis 
3-2 at Municipal de Montilivi to close the gap with 
second-positioned Barcelona. – Agencies
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SEOUL: SEOUL : South Korean 
President Yoon Suk Yeol said on Mon-
day his government is open to talks 
with doctors who oppose his plan to 
increase medical school admissions, 
while accusing critics of offering 
no reasonable alternative to ease a 
doctor shortage. In a 50-minute ad-
dress to the country, Yoon signalled 
his willingness for the first time to 
seek a compromise on his medical 
reform proposals after the govern-
ment called for dialogue with strik-
ing doctors. Yoon apologised for the 
inconvenience caused by the ongoing 
strike by trainee doctors but accused 
the medical sector of putting their 
own interests ahead of public health. 
“If you come up with a more proper 
and reasonable solution, we can dis-
cuss it as much as you want,” he said. 
“If you present better opinions and 
rational grounds, government policy 
can change for the better.”

 “The number 2,000 is not a random 
figure we came up with. We have thor-
oughly reviewed relevant statistics 
and research and reviewed present 
and future medical situations,” Yoon 
said, adding that the government’s 
reforms aimed to create “a medical 
environment where all people can 
receive treatment with a peace of 
mind”. Yoon said doctors opposed 
to the plans should stop “making 
threats” and present a “unified blue-
print with clear scientific reasoning”. 
“If a more valid and reasonable plan 
is brought forward, we can discuss as 
much as they want,” he said. Some 
12,000 junior doctors in South Ko-
rea have been on strike since early 
February over the proposals, forcing 
hospitals to cancel treatments and 
surgeries. South Korea’s government 
has argued that the reforms are nec-
essary to alleviate staff shortages and 
manage the country’s rapid transi-
tion to an aged society. South Korea 
had 2.6 doctors per 1,000 people in 
2022, according to the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and De-
velopment (OECD), well below the 
average among developed nations. 
Previous governments have devised 
measures to tackle deepening short-
ages of doctors in essential services 
including paediatrics and emergency 
units, as well as clinics outside the 
greater Seoul area, but their efforts 
fell apart amid strong opposition from 
the medical sector. Some medical 
professionals have said the Yoon ad-

ministration had failed to consult in 
advance, and its plan would do little 
to fix the current situation including 
low pay for trainee doctors. Trainee 
doctors argue that the medical sys-
tem is not equipped to handle such 
a steep increase in new recruits and 
that medical services will suffer as a 
result. Doctors participating in the 
walkout face the risk of losing their 
medical licences after the govern-
ment last month began taking steps 
to suspend them. Yoon urged the 
doctors to return to work before the 
process to suspend their licences was 
complete, saying collective action 
should only be considered “when I do 
not keep my promises”. Yoon also ex-
pressed regret at the inconvenience 
caused to the public, saying he was 
sorry he had been unable to “quick-
ly resolve the inconveniences of the 
people”. Public approval of Yoon has 
declined as the strike has dragged on, 
with just over 36 percent of South 
Koreans expressing a positive view 
of the president in a RealMeter poll 

released on Monday. South Korea 
will hold parliamentary elections next 
week that will be crucial to Yoon’s 
chances of avoiding lame-duck status 
in the remaining three years of his 
five-year term. South Korean presi-
dent heads to Netherlands to boost 
semiconductor cooperation Some 
medical professionals have said the 
Yoon administration had failed to 
consult in advance, and its plan would 
do little to fix the current situation 
including low pay for trainee doc-
tors. Yoon refuted several claims by 
doctors’ groups and highlighted why 
medical reform is imperative. “After 
keeping a deafening silence over the 
government’s request to provide spe-
cific numbers for medical school quo-
tas, the medical community is now 
throwing numbers like 350, 500 and 
1,000 without any grounds,” he said. 
“If they want to argue that the scale of 
the increase should be reduced, they 
should propose a unified idea with 
solid scientific evidence, rather than 
taking collective action.”

Yoon urges doctors to end impasse over trainees

Briefs
Greece hikes 
Golden visa
 price amid 

housing 
crisis

Athens : Greece tight-
ened the rules on its popu-
lar “Golden Visa” program 
increasing the required 
investment threshold to 
as much as 800,000 euros 
($864,000) in a bid to help 
ease a housing crisis. The 
successful program that 
has attracted thousands 
of Chinese launched in 
2014 granting foreigners a 
renewable, five-year resi-
dence permit in return for 
a 250,000-euro property 
investment. The finance 
ministry announced that 
from Sunday, the thresh-
old would climb to 800,000 
euros in attractive regions, 
such as Attica, around 
Athens, Thessaloniki, 
Mykonos, Santorini and the 
islands with a population of 
over 3,100. In other areas, 
it would start at 400,000 eu-
ros. “These measures are 
part of the government’s 
overall housing policy, 
which aims, in cooperation 
with the private sector, to 
ensure affordable and qual-
ity housing for all citizens,” 
Finance Minister Kostis 
Hatzidakis said. According 
to Bank of Greece data, 
rents have increased by 20% 
since the country officially 
exited a near-decadelong 
crisis in 2018.—APP

Türkiye 
‘neutralizes’ 

5 PKK 
terrorists in 

n.Iraq
ISTANBUL : Turkish securi-
ty forces “neutralized” five 
PKK terrorists in northern 
Iraq, the National Defense 
Ministry said on Monday. 
The terrorists were target-
ed in the Hakurk region via 
airstrikes, the ministry said 
on X. “We will continue our 
fight with great persever-
ance and determination to 
free our noble nation from 
terrorism,” it added. Turk-
ish authorities use the term 
“neutralized” to imply the 
terrorists in question sur-
rendered or were killed or 
captured. PKK terrorists of-
ten hide out across the bor-
der in northern Iraq to plot 
terror attacks in Türkiye. In 
its more than 35-year terror 
campaign against Türkiye, 
the PKK – listed as a terror-
ist organization by Türkiye, 
the US, and EU – has been 
responsible for the deaths 
of over 40,000 people, in-
cluding women, children, 
and infants.—APP

Western 
France on red 
alert due to 
flood risk

ANKARA : The western 
French department Indre-
et-Loire remains on red 
alert Monday due to flood 
risk, according to the coun-
try’s weather authority, 
Meteo France. The French 
towns and rivers in western 
France were flooded over 
the weekend, and residents 
were evacuated, according 
to local media. Rescuers 
continue searching for a 
kayaker who went missing 
in the flooded La Vienne 
river on Saturday, the La 
Depeche newspaper re-
ported. La Vienne rose on 
Sunday evening up to 5.24 
meters (17.19 feet), and the 
Creuse river rose to 6.78 
meters, surpassing the re-
cord in 1982.—DNA

Tokyo shares 
close lower 
on profit-

taking
Tokyo : Tokyo stocks shed 
early gains to close lower 
on profit-taking on Monday, 
as investors sought fresh 
direction after the Easter 
break in the United States.
The benchmark Nikkei 225 
index fell 1.40 percent, or 
566.35 points, to end at 
39,803.09, while the broad-
er Topix index dropped 1.71 
percent, or 47.40 points, to 
2,721.22. Before the open-
ing bell, the Bank of Japan’s 
Tankan poll showed that 
business confidence among 
large manufacturers slipped 
in March -- the first decline 
in the past four quarters, 
although it was slightly 
higher than market expec-
tations.  The Tankan survey 
“showed that confidence 
among Japan’s largest man-
ufacturers slipped.—APP

Germany 
gives 

controversial 
green light to 

cannabis
Berlin : Germany on 
Monday became the biggest 
EU country to legalise rec-
reational cannabis, despite 
fierce objections from oppo-
sition politicians and medi-
cal associations. Under the 
first step in the much-debat-
ed new law, adults over 18 
are now allowed to carry 25 
grams of dried cannabis and 
cultivate up to three mari-
juana plants at home. The 
changes leave Germany 
with some of the most liber-
al cannabis laws in Europe, 
alongside Malta and Lux-
embourg, which legalised 
recreational use in 2021 
and 2023, respectively. The 
Netherlands, known for its 
permissive attitude to the 
drug, has in recent years 
taken a stricter approach 
to counter cannabis tour-
ism. As the law took effect 
at midnight, hundreds of 
people cheered by Berlin’s 
iconic Brandenbrug Gate, 
many of them by lighting up 
joints in what one partici-
pant, a very happy 25-year-
old Niyazi, called “a bit of 
extra freedom”. As the next 
step in the legal reform, 
from July 1 it will be possi-
ble to legally obtain weed 
through “cannabis clubs” 
in the country. These reg-
ulated associations will be 
allowed to have up to 500 
members each, and will be 
able to distribute up to 50 
grams of cannabis per per-
son per month.
Until then, “consumers 
must not tell the police 
where they bought their 
cannabis” in the event of a 
street check, Georg Wurth, 
director of the German Can-
nabis Association, told AFP.
Initial plans for cannabis to 
be sold via licensed shops 
have been ditched due to 
EU opposition, though a 
second law is in the pipeline 
to trial the sale of the drug 
in shops in pilot regions.
The German government, 
a three-way coalition led 
by Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s 
Social Democrats, argues 
that legalisation will help 
contain the growing black 
market for the popular sub-
stance.
But health groups have 
raised concerns that legal-
isation could lead to an in-
crease in use among young 
people, who face the high-
est health risks.
Cannabis use among young 
people can affect the devel-
opment of the central nerv-
ous system, leading to an 
increased risk of developing 
psychosis and schizophre-
nia, experts have warned.
“From our point of view, the 
law as it is written is a dis-
aster,” Katja Seidel, a thera-
pist at a cannabis addiction 
centre for young people in 
Berlin, told  media.—APP

Northern 
Irish DUP 
leader re-
signs amid 

charges
BELFAST: Jeffrey Donald-
son, the leader of Northern 
Ireland’s largest unionist 
party, stepped down on Fri-
day, the Democratic Union-
ist Party (DUP) said, after 
he was charged over histori-
cal sex offences.
Donaldson, 61, is one of the 
British region’s best-known 
politicians and is Northern 
Ireland’s longest-serving 
lawmaker in the British 
parliament, to which he was 
first elected in 1997. He is 
also a former member of 
the Northern Irish Assem-
bly. “The Party Chairman 
has received a letter from 
Sir Jeffrey Donaldson MP 
confirming that he has been 
charged with “allegations 
of an historical nature” and 
indicating that he is step-
ping down as leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party 
with immediate effect,” the 
DUP said in a statement. 
“In accordance with the 
party rules, the party of-
ficers have suspended Mr 
Donaldson from member-
ship, pending the outcome 
of a judicial process.” The 
Police Service of Northern 
Ireland (PSNI) said earlier 
on Friday that detectives 
had arrested and charged a 
61-year-old man for “non-re-
cent sexual offences”.
A 57-year-old woman was 
also arrested and charged 
at the time “for aiding and 
abetting additional offenc-
es”. Both are due to appear 
in court on April 24, police 
said. “It’s been a devas-
tating revelation and has 
caused tremendous shock 
not just for myself person-
ally or my colleagues within 
the DUP, but for the com-
munity right across North-
ern Ireland,” Robinson told 
Sky News in an interview.—
Agencies 

Dead bodies of Chinese
 engineers taken to Wuhan
Chaudhry Salik Hussain, Federal Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development 

arrived in Wuhan, China, on the special flight that carried the mortal remains of five Chinese personnel

DNA

Wuha: To express solidarity 
with the government and peo-
ple of China, Chaudhry Salik 
Hussain, Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Hu-
man Resource Development 
arrived in Wuhan, China, on 
the special f light that carried 
the mortal remains of five 
Chinese personnel, who died 
in a terrorist attack on 26 
March, 2024.
The Federal Minister was 
received by high-ranking gov-
ernment officials and Paki-
stan Embassy representative 
at Wuhan airport, where he 
also attended the special cer-
emony held to pay homage to 
the five deceased personnel. 

Later, the Federal Minis-
ter held a meeting with 
Ms. Chen Ping, Vice Gov-
ernor of Hubei Province 
and offered his deepest 
condolences on the loss of 
innocent lives while reit-
erating Pakistan’s solemn 
commitment to bringing 
to justice the perpetrators 
who committed this hei-
nous crime. 
The Minister also paid 
rich tribute to the Chinese 
personnel for their inval-
uable contribution in the 
development and progress 
of Pakistan and vowed that 
the government and peo-
ple of Pakistan would nev-
er let the evil plans against 
China-Pakistan relations 
succeed. 
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WHO chief urges Israel to  
allow Al-Shifa Hospital access

We urge Israel to urgently facilitate access and a humanitarian  
corridor so WHO and partners can carry out the lifesaving transfer 

of patients : Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

 News Desk

Washington : World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
urged Israel to urgently 
enable access to Al-Shi-
fa Hospital in Gaza and 
establish a humanitarian 
corridor. “We urge Isra-
el to urgently facilitate 
access and a humanitar-
ian corridor so WHO and 
partners can carry out 
the lifesaving transfer of 
patients,” Tedros said on  
He said 21 patients have 
died since Al-Shifa Hospi-
tal came under siege on 
March 18, with hostilities 
continuing in its vicinity 
according to updates from 
a health worker at the fa-
cility.
“107 patients are in an in-
adequate building, within 
the hospital compound, 
lacking needed health 
support, medical care 
and supplies. Patients 
have been moved multiple 
times within the hospital 
compound since the siege 
began. “Among the pa-
tients are 4 children and 
28 critical patients lacking 

necessary means of care - 
no diapers, urine bags, wa-
ter to clean wounds. Many 
have infected wounds and 
are dehydrated,” he add-
ed. Tedros said that as of 
yesterday, there is now 
just one bottle of water 
available for every 15 peo-
ple, leading to the rapid 
spread of contagious dis-
eases because of highly 
unsanitary conditions and 
water scarcity. He added 
that a severe shortage of 
food poses a critical risk, 
particularly for diabetic 
patients whose health is 
deteriorating.“We repeat: 
every moment matters. 
Ceasefire,” he said. Mean-

while,Israeli forces admit 
most Gaza killings are ci-
vilians Israeli officers and 
soldiers have admitted 
that most of the fatalities 
classified by the army as 
“terrorists” during its war 
on Gaza are actually civil-
ians, a report has said. The 
Israeli newspaper Haaretz 
collected testimonies 
from officers and soldiers 
who have fought in Gaza 
during the war, which has 
been ongoing since Octo-
ber 7, 2023. “The Israeli 
army says 9,000 terrorists 
have been killed since the 
Gaza war began,” the re-
port said. Israeli officials 
and soldiers, however, 

told Haaretz that “these 
are often civilians whose 
only crime was to cross an 
invisible line drawn by the 
Israeli army.”
“We were explicitly told 
that even if a suspect runs 
into a building with people 
in it, we should fire at the 
building and kill the ter-
rorist, even if other people 
are hurt,” one soldier told 
the newspaper. New Pales-
tinian government sworn 
in A new Palestinian gov-
ernment that includes both 
residents of Gaza and four 
women was sworn in but 
was already facing scepti-
cism from its own people. 
The Palestinian Authority 
led by Mahmoud Abbas is 
under pressure from Wash-
ington to prepare to step 
into the breach in the after-
math of the Gaza war and 
undertake reforms. Newly 
appointed Prime Minister 
Mohammed Mustafa said 
his government’s “top na-
tional priority” was end-
ing the war as he named 
his new team. He said his 
cabinet “will work on for-
mulating visions to reunify 
the institutions, including 
assuming responsibility for 
Gaza.”

Mali political parties 
demand elections amid 

junta’s backtrack
BAMAKO: Political parties in Mali have requested a time 
frame for presidential elections after the ruling junta failed 
to organise polls within a promised 24-month transition 
back to democracy. Mali has been under military rule since 
August 2020, the first of eight coups in West and Central 
Africa over four years, including in its neighbours Burkina 
Faso and Niger. Regional blocs have been trying to nego-
tiate transitions but the interim governments are dragging 
their feet. Mali’s current junta seized power in a second 2021 
coup and later promised to take 24 months from March 2022 
to restore civilian rule, with a start date of March 26, 2024 and 
elections in February. It passed a new electoral law in June 
2022, but said in September last year that it would postpone 
February elections for technical reasons, sparking outrage 
among political groups. Many reacted again after last month’s 
transition deadline lapsed without a vote. In a joint statement 
late on Sunday, some of Mali’s main political parties and civil 
society groups called on authorities to set up an institutional 
framework for polls as soon as possible. “We will use all legal 
and legitimate avenues for the return of normal constitutional 
order in our country,” they said in the statement, which has 
over 20 signatories, including a major opposition coalition and 
the toppled ex-president’s party. Mali’s military rulers already 
failed on a first promise to hold elections in February 2022, 
prompting stiff sanctions from the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS).

Kremlin dismisses 
report Russia behind 
‘Havana Syndrome’

U.S. Congress passed the 
Havana Act in 2021 authorising 
the State Department, CIA and 
other U.S. government agencies 
to provide payments to staff and 

their families affected by the 
ailment during assignment

MOSCOW : The Kremlin on Monday dismissed a report that Rus-
sian military intelligence may be behind the mysterious “Havana 
syndrome” ailment that has afflicted U.S. diplomats and spies 
globally. Insider, a Russia-focused investigative media group based 
in Riga, Latvia reported, opens new tab that members of a Rus-
sian military intelligence (GRU) unit known as 29155 had been 
placed at the scene of reported health incidents involving U.S. 
personnel.  The year-long Insider investigation in collaboration 
with 60 Minutes and Germany’s Der Spiegel also reported that 
senior members of Unit 29155 received awards and promotions 
for work related to the development of “non-lethal acoustic weap-
ons”. “This is not a new topic at all; for many years the topic of the 
so-called ‘Havana Syndrome’ has been exaggerated in the press, 
and from the very beginning it was linked to accusations against 
the Russian side,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters when asked about the report. “But no one has ever pub-
lished or expressed any convincing evidence of these unfounded 
accusations anywhere,” Peskov said. “Therefore, all this is noth-
ing more than baseless, unfounded accusations by the media.” A 
U.S. intelligence investigation whose findings were released last 
year found that it was “very unlikely” a foreign adversary was re-
sponsible for the ailment, first reported by U.S. embassy officials 
in the Cuban capital Havana in 2016. Symptoms of the ailment 
have included migraines, nausea, memory lapses and dizziness. 
The Insider report said the first incident of “Havana Syndrome” 
symptoms may have happened earlier than 2016. It said “there 
were likely attacks two years earlier in Frankfurt, Germany, when 
a U.S. government employee stationed at the consulate there 
was knocked unconscious by something akin to a strong energy 
beam”. U.S. Congress passed the Havana Act in 2021 authorising 
the State Department, CIA and other U.S. government agencies 
to provide payments to staff and their families affected by the ail-
ment during assignment.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: People brake their fasting during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan at the Faisal 
Mosque in the Federal Capital. —ONLINE

South Korean President apologized for the inconvenience caused by the ongoing strike by trainee doctors
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Lahore: Chief Minister Punjab 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif and Quaid 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif co-chaired 
a meeting to review challenges of ag-
riculture in Punjab.
Qiaid Muhammad Nawaz Sharif 
said,“The lack of quality seeds even 
after the lapse of four decades is a 
matter of grave concern.” He add-
ed,“Effective steps should be taken 
to plug the wastage of 37 MAF wa-
ter from wastage in Punjab,” He em-
phasised on the need to use modern 
methods of irrigation for this purpose. 
The Secretary Agriculture in his briefing on various projects 
for the development of agriculture in Punjab apprised that 
1.7 MAF of water can be saved by paving 7300 water cours-
es (Khalaas) in Punjab. A proposal to return rainwater to the 
ground by reverse pumping to improve groundwater levels 
was also reviewed in the meeting. Moreover, necessary 
measures to increase the rate of farm mechanization 
from 35 to 60 percent in Punjab were also discussed.
It was decided in the meeting that Rs 150-billion loan will 
be given to farmers for Rabi and Kharif crops. Quaid Mu-
hammad Nawaz Sharif directed to formulate a simple eligi-

bility criteria for the farmers to avail 
loans. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif said,”When a farmer applies 
for a loan, it should be ensured that 
the loan is issued as soon as possi-
ble.” She added,”The Department of 
Agriculture should devise a fool-proof 
system of monitoring and feedback of 
the loan scheme.” Madam Chief Min-
ister also gave in-principle approval 
of a pilot project for the recruitment 
of Agriculture Officers and Field As-
sistants against their vacant posts. 
She directed to ensure adher-
ence to merit in the recruitment 
process. Madam Chief Minister 
also gave approval to establish re-

search endowment fund worth Rs 500 million for Ayub 
Research Center. Moreover, it was decided to ensure 
coordination of the sub-institutions of Agriculture De-
partment for research, better performance and good 
governance. It was also decided in the meeting to 
amend the Fertilizer and Pesticide Act. Senior Provin-
cial Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb, Information Minis-
ter Azma Zahid Bukhari, Agriculture Minister Ashiq Hus-
sain Kirmani, Senator Pervaiz  Rashid, MPA Sania Ashiq, 
Secretaries Agriculture, Finance, President Bank of Pun-
jab and other relevant officers attended the meeting.

Maryam Nawaz announces to 
establish model agri centres

It was decided to ensure coordination of the sub-
institutions of Agriculture Department for research, 

better performance and good governance

Briefs
Delhi CM 
Kejriwal 

gets further 
detention

Agencies 
New Delhi: An Indian 
court renewed detention on 
Monday for key opposition 
leader Arvind Kejriwal un-
til April 15 in a graft case, 
his lawyers said, less than 
three weeks before voting 
begins in general elections.
In a move that sparked pro-
tests last month, India’s fi-
nancial crime-fighting agency 
arrested Kejriwal, the chief 
minister of Delhi, over graft 
accusations related to the 
city’s liquor policy and re-
manded him to custody until 
April 1. Opposition parties 
say the arrest, along with gov-
ernment action against other 
opposition groups and their 
leaders, shows the govern-
ment is denying them a level 
playing field in the elections, 
charges it denies.
Kejriwal’s Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) says he has been 
falsely arrested in a fabricat-
ed case, but Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) denies 
political interference. Law-
yers for the agency, the En-
forcement Directorate, said 
on Monday that Kejriwal had 
been non-cooperative and 
gave evasive replies, asking 
the court to hold him in cus-
tody for 15 days longer, the 
website Live Law said.

IHC orders 
meeting 

Imran Khan, 
Bushra on Eid

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Monday ordered authorities 
to allow a meeting between 
the founder of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and 
his wife Bushra Bibi on the 
occasion of Eidul Fitr.
Justice Miangul Hassan 
Aurangzeb gave the order 
during the hearing of appli-
cations to transfer Bushra 
Bibi from Bani Gala to Adi-
ala Jail and her meeting with 
the PTI founder. The IHC 
also ordered to allow them 
a meeting once in a week. 
During the proceedings, the 
court asked how the govern-
ment can declare one’s pri-
vate property as a sub-jail.
The state counsel submit-
ted that on the order of the 
court, director law has vis-
ited Bani Gala sub-jail and 
issued a report. The court 
directed him to provide a 
copy of the report to the 
petitioner and asked him 
whether the visiting officer 
was satisfied with the facili-
ties provided in Bani Gala.
Justice Aurangzeb ex-
pressed indignation at the 
report of the Adiala Jail ad-
ministration and chief com-
missioner for not transfer-
ring Bushra Bibi to Adiala 
Jail and not allowing her 
meeting terming it politics. 

Sindh sets 
up first 

archive lab
DNA

KARACHI: In a signifi-
cant milestone for cultural 
preservation and historical 
conservation, Sindh has 
inaugurated it’s first-ever 
state-of-the-art ‘Scientific 
Conservation Laboratory.
Situated strategically next 
to Romi Graveyard on the 
Northern Bypass, this facil-
ity marks a watershed mo-
ment in the region’s efforts 
to safeguard its rich cultur-
al heritage. The laborato-
ry’s swift establishment, 
accomplished within a 
mere seven months during 
the tenure of the interim 
government, underscores 
the dedication and commit-
ment of authorities to cul-
tural preservation.
Dr Syed Junaid Ali Shah, the 
interim Sindh minister for 
culture, sports, labor, and 
human resources, played a 
pivotal role in spearheading 
this initiative. The labora-
tory boasts cutting-edge 
equipment and facilities 
essential for the meticulous 
conservation of artifacts. 
It houses a team of high-
ly trained archaeologists, 
draftsmen, architects, 
field officers, technicians, 
and other specialists, en-
suring comprehensive 
care and preservation of 
historical treasures.

Sh. Rashid 
predicted 
Shehabz 

will prevail
Says, innocent 
people should 
be released

 
Adil Shaheen

R AWA L P I N D I : A w a m i 
Muslim League chief and 
former interior minister 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said 
on Monday he had already 
predicted Shehbaz Sharif 
would prevail over Nawaz in 
politics. Speaking to media 
outside the anti-terrorism 
court in Rawalpindi, Rashid 
said copies of three cases 
relating to May 9 incident 
had been provided to him.
He said 17 cases about May 
9 were pending against him 
in courts. Out of these cas-
es, 11 cases were under 
adjudication in the anti-ter-
rorism courts. He said he 
would appear before the 
court on the next hearing 
date. He said he had pre-
dicted long ago that Sheh-
baz’s politics would prevail.
The former federal minister 
said those who had to run 
the government should run 
it but the innocent people 
should be released. “The 
jails are full. Our silence will 
bear fruit. We will defend 
ourselves in court. We are 
not begging for our release 
orders,” said the senior pol-
itician. The former minister 
said, “We want stove of the 
poor to keep burning. Paki-
stan should move forward be-
cause the poor people’s woes 
are on the rise and their con-
dition is miserable. On 27th 
of Ramazan, the powers 
that be should announce 
pardon for the poor.”

Court cancels 
Gandapur’s 

arrest warrants
DNA

ISLAMABAD: A local court 
on Monday cancelled the 
arrest warrants of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s Chief Min-
ister Ali Amin Gandapur in 
a case about protests and 
vandalising the public prop-
erty. Judicial Magistrate 
Naveed Khan issued the 
order and adjourned the 
hearing of the case against 
Gandapur till May 20.
Earlier, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Chief Minister Ali Amin 
Gandapur approached the 
District and Sessions Court 
of Islamabad to cancel the 
non-bailable arrest warrant in 
the long march and vandalism 
case. The petition has stat-
ed that Ali Amin Gandapur 
never deliberately avoided 
appearance in the court.

France seeking ‘clear message’ 
from China over Ukraine

While China says it is a neutral party in the Ukraine conflict, it has 
been criticized for refusing to condemn Moscow for its offensive

Beijing: France’s top diplomat said 
Monday that Paris expects China to 
send “clear messages” to its close part-
ner Russia over its war in Ukraine, af-
ter meetings with his counterpart in 
Beijing. France and China have sought 
to strengthen ties in recent years and, 
during meetings in Paris in February, 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi told President 
Emmanuel Macron that Beijing appreci-
ated his country’s “independent” stance.
But Paris has also sought to press Bei-
jing on its close ties with Moscow, which 
have only grown closer since the invasion 
of Ukraine. While China says it is a neu-
tral party in the Ukraine conflict, it has 
been criticized for refusing to condemn 
Moscow for its offensive. Paris has, in 
contrast, become one of Kyiv’s firmest 
backers, with Macron in February even 
refusing to rule out putting troops on the 
ground in Ukraine. And Foreign Minister 
Stephane Sejourne said Monday it want-
ed “China to send very clear messages 
to Russia” over its war in Ukraine. “We 
are convinced that there will be no last-
ing peace if it is not negotiated with the 
Ukrainians,” he told a press conference 
in Beijing, speaking alongside his Chi-
nese counterpart Wang.
“There will be no security for Europeans if 
there is no peace in accordance with inter-
national law,” he continued. “It is an essen-
tial issue for us, which is why France is de-
termined to maintain a close dialogue with 
China,” he said. And Beijing, he said, could 

play a “key role” in ensuring respect for 
international law is maintained. Sejourne’s 
visit is the second to China by a French for-

eign minister in less than six months, fol-
lowing a trip by his predecessor, Catherine 
Colonna, in November. Macron also visited 

last April, receiving a rock star welcome at 
a university in southern China from hun-
dreds of screaming students and fans.
But he faced accusations of cosying up to 
Beijing and sparked controversy by saying 
Europe shouldn’t be a “follower” of the 
United States in the event of conflict with 
China over Taiwan. The top diplomat’s visit 
this week comes as part of events marking 
the 60th anniversary of diplomatic rela-
tions between France and China.
He will later in the day take part in the 
launch of the “Versailles and the Forbidden 
City” exhibition, where around sixty works 
of art and valuables from the palace will be 
open to the public until the end of June.
And France’s efforts to improve ties with 
Beijing come as the EU seeks to shield it-
self from excessive reliance on China.
That “derisking” has emerged in recent 
months as a core pillar of the European 
bloc’s economic policy toward China, be-
coming necessary after the Covid-19 pan-
demic and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
The term contrasts with the more drastic 
approach known as “decoupling” — pursued 
by some policymakers in the United States 
who aim to isolate China or cut all com-
mercial ties with the country. But the 
EU increasingly views China as a “part-
ner” but also as “an economic competi-
tor and systemic rival,” a report by the 
European Union Chamber of Commerce 
in China said last month. And in Beijing 
on Monday, Sejourne said decoupling 
was not on the cards.  –Agencies
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Russia demands extradition 
of Ukraine security chief

Foreign Desk

Moscow: Russia has demanded that 
Ukraine extradite a number of people, 
including the head of the country’s SBU 
security service, over claims they are 
connected with “terrorist” acts. The 
SBU immediately dismissed the Rus-
sian demand as “pointless” and said the 
Russian foreign ministry had “forgot-
ten” that Vladimir Putin was the sub-
ject of an international arrest warrant. 
A Russian foreign ministry statement 
listed violent incidents that have oc-
curred in Russia since the full invasion 
of Ukraine in February 2022, including 
bombings that killed the daughter of a 
prominent nationalist and a war blog-
ger, and an incident in which a writer 
was seriously hurt. The ministry said 
investigation of these incidents showed 
that “the traces of these crimes lead to 
Ukraine”. “Russia has turned over to 
Ukrainian authorities its demands … for 
the immediate arrest and extradition of 
all those connected to the terrorist acts 

in question,” the statement said. Among 
those listed in the statement to be hand-
ed over were the SBU head, Vasyl Mali-
uk, who has acknowledged that his ser-
vice was behind attacks on the bridge 
linking Crimea to the Russian main-
land. Russia seized control of Crimea 
in 2014 and the bridge was built after 
the region was annexed. “The Russian 
side demands that the Kyiv regime im-
mediately cease all support for terror-
ist activity, extradite guilty parties and 
compensate the victims for damages,” 
the ministry statement said. “Ukraine’s 
violation of its obligations under an-
ti-terrorist conventions will result in it 
being held to account in international 
legal terms.” The SBU said the Russian 
demands “sound particularly cynical 
coming from the terrorist state itself 
… Any words from the Russian foreign 
ministry are pointless.” It referred to 
the arrest warrant against Putin issued 
by the international criminal court in 
connection with the transfer of Ukraini-
an children to Russia and said: “The tri-
bunal in The Hague is waiting for him.” 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan, and Ambassador WADA 
Mitsuhiro holding a meeting to discuss ways to strengthen trade relations and mutual 

trust between Japan and Pakistan. – DNA

Erdogan concedes defeat 
in Turkiye local elections 

Web Desk

Ankara: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan con-
ceded defeat on Sunday in the country’s local elections, 
saying the vote was a “turning point” for his party after two 
decades in power. Partial results from across the nation 
of 85 million people showed major advances for the Re-
publican People’s Party (CHP) at the expense of Erdogan’s 
Justice and Development Party (AKP).
Istanbul’s mayor, the opposition’s Ekrem Imamoglu, 
claimed re-election with nearly all ballot boxes opened, tell-
ing a euphoric crowd of supporters: “Tomorrow is a new 
spring day for our country.” Final results are expected to 
be released on Monday (today) by the country’s electoral 
commission. Erdogan, 70, had launched an all-out personal 
campaign to win back Istanbul, the economic powerhouse 
where he was once mayor. Rampant inflation and an eco-
nomic crisis have, however, hit confidence in the ruling 
party. Large crowds filled the square outside the opposi-
tion party’s Istanbul city headquarters waving Turkish 
flags and lighting torches to celebrate the result.

After casting his vote, Imamoglu emerged to applause and 
chants of “Everything will be fine”, the slogan he used 
when he first took the city hall from the AKP in 2019.
The 52-year-old is increasingly seen as the biggest rival to 
Erdogan’s AKP ahead of the next presidential election in 
2028. In Ankara, mayor Mansur Yavas — also of the CHP 
— claimed victory in front of large crowds of supporters, 
declaring “the elections are over, we will continue to serve 
Ankara”. “Those who have been ignored have sent a clear 
message to those who rule this country,” he added.
Yavas led with 58.6 per cent of the vote to 33.5pc for his 
AKP opponent, with 46.4pc of ballot boxes opened. Op-
position supporters celebrated victory in Izmir, Turkiye’s 
third-largest city, as well as in the southern city of Antalya. 
Some AKP stronghold towns were at risk of being lost, 
results indicated. “Voters have chosen to change the face 
of Turkiye,” said CHP chairman Ozgur Ozel as the results 
emerged. “They want to open the door to a new political 
climate in our country.” Erdogan acknowledged the elec-
toral setback in a speech to supporters at the headquarters 
of his party. “Unfortunately, we have not obtained the re-
sults that we wanted,” he told a subdued crowd.

Reserved seats verdict

KP Assembly 
speaker files 

review petition
Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR: On the eve of the Senate elections,  Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) Assembly Speaker Babar Saleem Swati on 
Monday filed a review plea in the Peshawar High Court (PHC) 
over the direction issued by the court to administer the oath 
to the lawmakers elected on reserved seats. The writ petition, 
submitted by Speaker Swati through Advocate Ali Azim Afri-
di, stresses that no requisition was received by him regarding 
the summoning of the session. "The elected person has to be 
administered oath before the provincial assembly within the 
meaning of Article 65 of the Constitution, which is only possi-
ble when an assembly session is summoned or requisitioned," 
the plea argues citing the court's judgement in the Baldive 
Kumar’s case. Meanwhile, expressing his views on the issue, 
KP Assembly Speaker Swati said that he was advised by his le-
gal team and law department that the governor does not have 
the authority to summon a session — as he did so earlier this 
month on the opposition's request. "We believe in the rule of 
law," he said while speaking to the media in Peshawar. On the 
upcoming Senate polls, slated for April 2 (tomorrow), Swati 
said that the assembly secretariat has finalised the prepara-
tions for Tuesday's elections wherein the assembly hall has 
been declared as the polling station. The development comes 
as last week a two-member PHC bench comprising Justice At-
tique Shah and Justice Shakeel Ahmad — in response to the 
petition filed by opposition parties in the provincial assembly 
— ordered swearing-in of members elected on reserved seats.


