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Shangla attack

Vehicle carrying 
Chinese nationals 
was not bullet 
proof: report

DNA
ISLAMABAD: A police re-
port over the deadly suicide 
attack in Shangla’s Bisham 
city has revealed that the 
vehicle carrying Chinese 
nationals was neither bullet 
nor bomb-proof. The report, 
which has been sent to the 
federal government, reveals 
that the bus targeted in the 
attack was travelling at a dis-
tance of 15 feet from the oth-
er bus and fell into a 300-feet-
deep ditch after a suicide 
bomber crashed his explo-
sives-laden vehicle into the 
vehicle carrying the victims 
on the Karakoram Highway.
The report, second of its na-
ture, further mentions that the 
buses part of the convoy car-
rying Chinese nationals was 
equipped with close circuit 
television cameras (CCTV). 
The development comes a 
day after Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, as per Informa-
tion Minister Attaullah Tarar, 
ordered disciplinary action 
against senior police officers 
for “negligence” in light of an 
inquiry report over the March 
26 incident which killed five 
Chinese citizens, including a 
woman, and a Pakistani driver.  
“The PM has directed to take 
action against the regional 
police officer (RPO) Hazara 
Division; district police officer
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Info minister rebuts 
Imran’s ‘fabricated, 
baseless’ allegations

KhAyAm AbbAsi

ISLAMABAD: Information Minister Attaul-
lah Tarar on Sunday rebutted former prime 
minister Imran Khan’s allegations against 
the senior military leadership in connec-
tion with the Toshakhana case, saying they 
were “false, fabricated and baseless”. The 
former premier had alleged that the senior 
military leadership “implicated” him and 
his wife Bushra Bibi in the Toshakhana ref-
erence “in an attempt to stifle my spirits”. 
Imran and his spouse were sentenced to 
14 years in jail in the case in January, days 
before the February 8 general elections. 

Continued on Page 06

MAKKAH: Prime Minister, Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif along with 
Saudi ambassador to Pakistan performing Umrah. – DNA

The former premier had alleged that the senior military 
leadership “implicated” him and his wife Bushra Bibi in the 

Toshakhana reference “in an attempt to stifle my spirits

Toshakhana case

Briefs

Death toll surges 
to 33,175 martyrs

ForeigN DesK

GAZA: The health ministry in Gaza said on Sunday 
that the Israeli occupation army committed four 
massacres in different areas of the Gaza Strip dur-
ing the past 24 hours, killing at least 38 civilians 
and injuring over 71 others, while a large number 
of victims are still under the rubble of bombed 
buildings or lying on roads. In a statement, the 
health ministry said that the Israeli army killed 
and injured a large number of civilians in different 
areas of Gaza during the past 24 hours, but only 
109 of them, including 38 martyrs, were transport-
ed to hospitals. The health ministry added that the 
death toll from the ongoing Israeli bombardments 
and shooting attacks, which started on October 
7, climbed to 33,175 martyrs and the number of 
the wounded surged to 75,886 people. The Gaza 
Strip has been under brutal bombardment since a 
cross-border operation was launched by Hamas’s 
armed wing, al-Qassam Brigades, on October 7. 

Continued on Page 06

Israel ‘pulls out 
troops’ from 

southern Gaza

News DesK

KHAn YOunIS: The Israeli occupation military says it has 
withdrawn its ground troops from the southern Gaza Strip, 
including Khan Younis, amid conflicting reports about the 
scale and duration of the disengagement. “Today, Sunday 
April 7th, the IDF’s 98th commando division has concluded 
its mission in Khan Younis. The division left the Gaza Strip in 
order to recuperate and prepare for future operations,” the 
army said in a statement on Sunday. “A significant force led 
by the 162nd division and the nahal brigade continues to op-
erate in the Gaza Strip and will preserve the IDF’s freedom 
of action and its ability to conduct precise intelligence based 
operations,” it said. BThe military confirmed the reported 
withdrawal to Reuters news agency, but added that one bri-
gade has remained, without giving further details. An Israeli 
brigade is typically made of a few thousand soldiers.
It was unclear whether the reported withdrawal would delay 
a long-threatened incursion into the southern Gaza city of 
Rafah, which Israeli leaders have said is needed to eliminate 
Hamas. Meanwhile, journalist Imran Khan said the Israeli 
claim of withdrawal could be a “new strategy”. “We’re told 
that they don’t need that number of troops to put this new 
strategy into place,” said Khan, reporting from occupied 
East Jerusalem. But if you listen to the Israeli military an-
alysts, you get a slightly different take on things. What we 
are hearing is that this could be a redeployment of forces 
in order to get ready for a ground offensive into Rafah,” 

Continued on Page 06

The Israeli announcement came as its war on 
Gaza hits the six-month mark, leaving a deadly 

trail that the International Court of Justice 
described as a "plausible case of genocide

Zardari, 
Erdogan 
discuss 

bilateral ties
The two called for 

further strengthening 
bilateral relations 
in various fields

DNA
ISLAMABAD: President 
of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari 
on Sunday discussed the 
strengthening of bilateral 
ties with his Turkish coun-
terpart, Recep Tayyip Er-
doğan, during a phone call.  
According to a statement 
issued on X, formerly Twit-
ter, President Zardari and 
Turkish President Erdogan 
spoke over the phone and 
discussed matters of mutu-
al interest.  “The two called 
for further strengthening 
bilateral relations in various 
fields,” the statement add-
ed. During their phone call, 
President Zardari felicitat-
ed the Turkish president on 
the forthcoming Eid-ul-Fitr  

Continued on Page 06

Comment
ANsAr m bhAtti

T HE incumbent 
government’s hon-
eymoon period is 

likely to be spoiled by the 
Opposition parties, which 
appear to have girded 
up their loins for a mass 
movement after Eid. The 
PTI ostensibly will be 
leading this movement. 
In a highly charged press 
interview on Saturday, April 6, 2024, Imran Khan not 
only launched scathing verbal attacks against the in-
cumbent chief of the army staff but also revealed the 
presence of dissenting elements within his own party. 
These disclosures serve to further fuel and bolster 
the impending movement, setting the stage for inten-
sified political turbulence in the coming weeks.
Khan’s adoption of a belligerent posture towards the 
Establishment can be attributed to primarily two 
factors. Firstly, the perception was growing that the 
founder of PTI was receiving preferential treatment 
from the courts, hinting at a potential arrangement 
with the Establishment to expedite his release from 
incarceration. Although there might be some clan-
destine negotiations between the Establishment and 
the PTI founder underway, Khan’s recent interview 
serves to reassure PTI supporters who were dis-

heartened by speculations of a covert agreement.
Additionally, as highlighted earlier, the PTI required a 
compelling narrative to underpin its anti-government 
campaign effectively. Opposition parties assert that a 
narrative critical of the Establishment is more likely 
to garner widespread acceptance and support across 
various segments of society. In the past, both the PML 
and the PPP sought to bolster their strength and pop-
ularity by challenging the Establishment of the time. 
Figures like nawaz Sharif and Maryam nawaz from 
the PML-n made brazen threats against the Establish-
ment, while the incumbent President Asif Zardari, in a 
public address, boldly asserted the enduring presence 
of politicians compared to the transient nature of the 
Establishment’s influence. These tactics seemed to 
pay off, as both parties eventually ascended to power.
Building upon these historical precedents, it’s 
clear that Imran Khan is prepared to embark on a 
similar path, fueled by the conviction that his vocal 
opposition to the Establishment will yield compara-
ble dividends for his political aspirations. This as-
sertion gains further credence given his stature as 
the foremost leader in the nation. The recent deci-
sion by the Islamabad High Court judges to write a 
letter to the Supreme Judicial Council highlighting 
spy agencies interference in their matters seems 

to have favored the PTI founder and provides addi-
tional momentum to Khan’s cause. 
In the prevailing political landscape, the absence of 
PPP’s participation in the government could pose 
significant challenges to the longevity of the She-
hbaz Sharif administration. History and precedent 
suggest that prime ministers typically maintain their 
position for around two to two and a half years. How-
ever, without the support of PPP, the Shehbaz gov-
ernment’s ability to sustain itself for even a two-year 
tenure seems uncertain. The burgeoning opposition 
protest movement presents yet another formidable 
challenge to the government’s ongoing stability.
The inherent tension between the Establishment 
and the government is a longstanding feature of Pa-
kistani politics, deeply ingrained in its polity. This 
tension can manifest gradually over time or erupt 
immediately upon a new government assuming 
power. unfortunately, the Shehbaz government ap-
pears to have quickly fallen victim to this dynamic.
From the outset, the appointment of finance and in-
terior ministers within the Shehbaz administration 
drew discontent within the PML-n ranks. Despite 
Shehbaz Sharif’s purported pro-Establishment 
stance, he has seemingly failed to reconcile with 
these appointments, indicating a fracture within 

the party’s alignment. Regrettably, this discord is 
only the tip of the iceberg. The ongoing tug-of-war 
between the government and the Establishment is 
poised to escalate into more contentious territory 
in the days ahead. Such developments bode poorly 
for Shehbaz Sharif and his administration, signaling 
potential challenges and hurdles on the horizon.
All said and done. Politicians possess the capability 
to effectively address these challenges. Cultivating 
genuine connections with ordinary citizens is cru-
cial, achievable through meaningful engagement 
and incentives. However, regrettably, many poli-
ticians overlook this vital aspect. Consequently, 
when they are ousted from power, the public often 
expresses relief. Imran Khan, inter alia, tried to de-
viate from the path of status quo and showed his in-
tention to help out the have-nots.  What happened 
to him afterwards needs no elaboration. 
Even if a new setup replaces the Shehbaz govern-
ment, it cannot guarantee political and economic 
stability. The sole solution to escape this quagmire 
is through holding free and fair elections, facilitat-
ing a people’s representative government to as-
sume power. Any interim measures, including the 
current one, will only exacerbate our problems.

– The writer is the newspaper editor.

Opposition parties gear up for a mass movement
The sole solution to escape this quagmire is through holding free and fair 

elections, facilitating a people’s representative govt to assume power. Any interim 
measures, including the current one, will only exacerbate our problems

Amid truce talks

MQM-P slams Sindh 
govt over street crimes

The senator alleged police of connivance 
for street crimes in Karachi saying robbers 

would not break the law without the support 
of the black sheep in the police department

Robbers given ‘licence to kill’

NAzir siyAl

KARACHI: Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pa-
kistan (MQM-P) on Sunday slammed the 
Sindh government over the woeful law and 
order situation and said robbers have been 
given the ‘licence to kill’ in Karachi. Address-
ing media in Karachi, MQM-P leader Sena-
tor Faisal Sabzwari said the Home Ministry 
was with the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
for 16 years and the law and order situation 
in the province was still deplorable. He said 
multiple citizens were killed while resist-
ing robberies during Ramadan. Billions of 
rupees of mobile phones were snatched in 
the metropolis, he said. The senator alleged 
police of connivance for street crimes in 
Karachi saying robbers would not break the 
law without the support of the black sheep 
in the police department. It is pertinent to 

Continued on Page 06

‘Restoration of 
peace top priority 

of Sindh govt’
DNA

KARACHI: Sindh Minister for Depart-
ment of Energy, Planning and Devel-
opment Nasir Hussain Shah (left) and 
MQM-P leader Khawaja Izharul Has-
san. Sindh CM has already ‘directed top 
police officials to restore peace’.  Po-
lice and Rangers are conducting target-
ed operations in Karachi. Sindh needs 
police officers who can comprehend 
situation: PPP. KARACHI: In response 
to fresh criticism against the “poor” 

Continued on Page 06

Elimination 
of terrorists a 
national duty
Govts should work together 

against the enemies of country

mehtAb PirzADA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party, Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari expressed sorrow and grief over 
the martyrdom of Police officials in 

Continued on Page 06

2 terrorists 
killed in trade 
of fire in N. 
Waziristan

Weapons and 
ammunition were 

recovered from the 
deceased terrorists

stAFF rePort

RAWALPInDI: Two ter-
rorists were killed in an 
exchange of fire with secu-
rity forces on the night in-
tervening April 6 and April 
7 in north Waziristan, the 
military’s media wing stat-
ed on Sunday. According 
to the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR), there 
was an intense exchange of 
fire between security forc-
es and terrorists in north 
Waziristan, resulting in the 
deaths of both terrorists. 
The ISPR reported that 
weapons and ammunition 
were recovered from the 
deceased terrorists.

Ruet-e-Hilal 
meeting on 

Tuesday
Individuals are 
urged to report 
any sightings

ADil shAheeN

ISLAMABAD: A pivotal 
meeting of the Central 
Ruet-e-Hilal Committee 
is scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 9, to determine the 
sighting of the Shaww-
al-ul-Mukarram moon. The 
meeting will take place at 
the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Har-
mony and will be chaired 
by Maulana Syed Muham-
mad Abdul Khabir Azad. 
Esteemed members from 
various institutions, in-
cluding the Ministry of 
Science and Technology, 
the Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department, and the 
Space and upper Atmos-
phere Research Commis-
sion (SuPARCO), will par-
ticipate in the meeting.

Yellen, Chinese PM express 
hope for uS-China coop

“China sincerely hopes that the two countries will be partners, 
not adversaries,” Li said in welcoming remarks to Yellen

ForeigN DesK

BEIJInG: united States Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen and Chinese Premier Li 
Qiang sounded a hopeful tone on uS-China 
cooperation on Sunday, though the Amer-
ican policymaker noted both sides cannot 
shy away from tough conversations. The 
uS-China relationship can only move for-
ward with direct and open communication, 
Yellen told Li, after arriving in the Chinese 
capital from the southern city of Guang-
zhou. “China sincerely hopes that the two 
countries will be partners, not adversar-
ies,” Li said in welcoming remarks to Yel-

len. He added that Chinese internet users 
have closely followed the details of her trip 
since her appearance in Guangzhou, show-
ing “expectation and hope for the China-uS 
relationship to continue to improve”.
Yellen held a series of meetings in the 
southern port city, including hours of dis-
cussions with her counterpart, Vice Pre-
mier He Lifeng. Both countries have since 
agreed to hold talks on balanced growth 
under an existing working group, allowing 
officials to discuss the key uS concern 
of overcapacity. This refers to a situation 
where Chinese government support to 

Continued on Page 06
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shAmim shAhiD

PESHAWAR : An award winning 
project bagging top position in 
prestigious Smiley Charity Awards 
2024 in the International Impact 
Category is majorly contributed 
by a Pakistan scholar, Aftab Alam 
Khan.  Held annually in London, 
the British awards ceremony cel-
ebrates cause-based storytelling, 
showcasing films that inspire ac-
tion and awareness for various so-
cial causes. The project sheds light 
on the hardships faced by the most 
vulnerable populations across 14 
countries due to soaring inflation 
in essential commodities such as 
food, fertilizer, water, and petrole-
um products. The short film based 
on the research won the prestig-
ious Smiley Charity Awards 2024 in 
the International Impact Category 
on March 20, 2024, says a press 

release issued here on Sunday. 
Scholar from Pakistan, Aftab Alam 
Khan made leading contribution in 
the award-winning project by au-
thoring report titled `The Human 
Costs of the Food Crisis: How Price 
Spikes are Wreaking Havoc Across 
the Globe’. The event, hosted at 
Leicester Square’s ODEOn Luxe, 
London, also drew a global audience 
of over 250 thousand viewers via live 
stream. The Smiley Charity Film 
Awards are hailed as the “Oscars for 
the charity sector, the statement add-
ed. Aftab Alam Khan is a Chevening 
Scholar and international expert in 
climate change, social development, 
and food security.  He has developed 
climate-resilient solutions across 35 
countries and has advised govern-
ments in Pakistan, Indonesia, and 
South Africa.  Besides motivating stu-
dents to conduct their theses on cli-
mate change, Mr Khan has contribut-
ed to integrating climate change into 

university curricula.   He is a regular 
speaker on national and internation-
al platforms and has conducted ex-
tensive training sessions for youth, 
university professors, and person-
nel from the government, private 
sector, and nGOs.  Mr. Khan also 
conducted research projects on the 
nexus of climate-water-food-energy 
and designed successful climate-re-
silient economic projects for rural 
women. Spanning  over14 coun-
tries, the research underscores the 
disproportionate impact of price 
hikes on the most marginalized 
communities, particularly women 
and girls.  The study reveals that 
skyrocketing prices have led to 
higher school dropout rates for 
children as parents struggle to af-
ford school fees and start relying 
on child labor to support their live-
lihoods.  The inflation has also re-
sulted in a surge in child marriage 
rates, a decline in women’s health, 

and worsening mental well-be-
ing.  Economic pressures stem 
ing from price hikes have forced 
families to shift to low-quality food 
and communities have gone into 
debt. The report emphasizes that 
these communities are grappling 
with compounded crises, includ-
ing climate disasters, the ukraine 
conflict, COVID-19, debt stress, 
currency depreciation as well as 
local and regional conflicts.  The 
report also made policy recommen-
dations including the Committee 
on World Food Security – housed at 
the unFAO, should play a greater 
role in devising policy options for 
the alarming situation highlighted 
in the report.  national governments 
should be supported by the united na-
tions, other international institutions, 
and donor countries to put in place and 
strengthen their social protection and 
public services to cushion the impact of 
price increases on households. 

Pakistani Scholar Wins Smiley Charity Award 2024
The project sheds light on the hardships faced by the most vulnerable populations 
across 14 countries due to soaring inflation in essential commodities such as food, 

fertilizer, water, and petroleum products

ICCI, IBECHS to
 build Expo Centre

 in capital city

LAHORE: People along with their luggage arrives at Railway Station to leave for their home towns 
to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr with their loved ones. —APP

ADil shAheeN

ISLAMABAD : Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and industry (ICCI)  and 
Intelligence Bureau Employees Co-
operative Housing Society (IBECHS) 
have agreed to construct a state of the 
art Expo Centre in Gulberg Green. 
The sides also decided to join hands 
in terms of national development, pro-
motion of exports, social and cultural 
events. This understanding reached 
on Saturday, when a delegation of 
ICCI under the leadership of is Pres-
ident Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari visited 
the Gulberg Green head Office to fe-
licitate its management. At the outset, 
President ICCI Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari while extending heartfelt congrat-
ulations to the management said that 
Intelligence Bureau Employee’s Coop-
erative Housing Society (IBECHS) is 
playing an important role in catering 
the shelter needs of the IB employees 
as well as others. He said that ICCI is 
willing to coordinate with the IBECHS 
for joint ventures aiming to attract for-
eign investment saying that Islamabad 
is the most important diplomatic, gov-
ernmental, parliamentary and com-
mercial hub, but still lacks the facility 
of a splendid expo center and we wish 
to establish this Expo Center in Gul-
barg Green, which is located at the 
most important juncture of the twin 
cities.  He added that the partnership 
between ICCI and Gulberg Green for 
the Expo Centre will be a step in the 
right direction to improve the econo-
my as this permanent facility would 
showcase the exportable products of 
Pakistan and boost exports. He said 

that many countries including China 
and Turkey have increased their ex-
ports and tourism by organizing ex-
pos and hoped that this expo center 
would also help enhance exports and 
tourism in Pakistan. He said that Pa-
kistan has great potential to boost 
exports and expressed hope that the 
expo center would contribute positive-
ly towards achieving this goal. Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari expressed the hope 
that the joint venture between the 
two organizations will go a long way 
in attracting the foreign direct invest-
ments, much needed by the country. 
He said that once the agreement is 
finalized, we wish that this most im-
portant project of country’s economy 
should be inaugurated by Prime Min-
ister  Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari went 
on to say that ICCI is planning to con-
struct a hospital to extend the best 
medical facilities to the business com-
munity and the general public and that 
we will welcome the IBECHS to join 
hands with us in this project of public 
importance. He added that ICCI will 
be happy to collaborate with IBECHS 
in the construction of a stadium also 
as to promote healthy activates in the 
twin cities. President IBECHS Tariq 
Mehmood assured the delegation that 
Gulberg Green will continue its coop-
eration with the Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce in the national devel-
opment especially the business activ-
ities. He said that the Expo Center as 
a joint venture of Gulberg Green and 
ICCI in the Federal Capital would play 
an important role in promoting trade 
and exports. would go a long way in 
improving the economy. He said that 
Expo Centre would make the federal 

capital a hub of business and invest-
ment activities and revive the econo-
my. He said that Gulberg Green is sit-
uated at an ideal location and that the 
expo center would open up many new 
avenues for promotion of business, 
investment and exports.  He said that 
construction of an Expo Center in 
Islamabad is a long-standing project 
of ICCI and Gulberg Green will fully 
cooperate with the Chamber in this 
regard. He assured that soon after 
the Eid ul Fitr a  Mou regarding the 
construction of the expo center will 
be finalized between the two organiza-
tions and they wish to complete this 
important project as soon as possible. 
He also apprised the ICCI delegation 
about the IBECHS’ pipelined mega 
projects which will also play role in ac-
celerating the economic activities in 
the twin cities. He congratulated the 
President of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry and his entire 
team for envisioning the Expo Centre 
and other long-standing projects. On 
this occasion, ICCI Group Chairman 
Khalid Iqbal Malik Senior Vice Pres-
ident Faad Waheed, Vice President 
Engineer Azharul Islam, Secretary 
General uBG Zafar Bakhtawari also 
shared their insight and experiences 
and hailed the IBECHS for its role in 
the field. On this occasion from ICCI 
side Saif-ur-Rehman, Faizan Shahzad, 
Khalid Chaudhry, naveed Malik and 
other executives were also present.
Whereas from IBECHS side Ejaz Ra-
sool Malik, Muhammad Ali, Awais 
Ayub, Sujaat ullah Qureshi,Bilal Riaz 
Burki, Allah Rakha nasir, Mohammad 
Zaheer, Masood Ahmed, Ch. Riffat 
and other executives were present.

Tobacco industry engaged 
in malicious campaign to 

hurt anti-tobacco narrative
ISLAMABAD: Serious con-
cerns have been raised by 
public health activists in 
Pakistan over persistent at-
tempts of the tobacco indus-
try to derail tobacco control 
efforts in the country.
This longstanding tactic 
by the tobacco industry to 
disrupt tobacco control ef-
forts, particularly during 
pre-budget months, has once 
again come under scrutiny 
by public health advocates. 
According to activists, “The 
tobacco industry’s mislead-
ing campaigns aim to distract 
the public, especially youth, 
policymakers, media, and the 
government of Pakistan from 
its ulterior motive: profit at 
the expense of public health.”
Expressing serious over the 
widespread dissemination 
of false statements by the 
tobacco industry, the health 
experts said that the prop-
aganda was only aimed to 
serve to conceal the harm 
caused to the people of Pa-
kistan. The tobacco indus-
try has spared no effort to 
expand its business while 
jeopardizing the future of 

Pakistani youth and chil-
dren by enticing them with 
its harmful products.
These efforts include at-
tempts to block or weaken 
tobacco control measures 
such as taxes on cigarettes, 
smoke-free laws, sales to mi-
nors, and promotional and 
advertising restrictions. The 
tobacco industry’s efforts to 
divert attention from public 
health initiatives include 
using celebrities and social 
media to attract youth with 
falsified claims, spreading 
false statistics and myths to 
downplay the harm caused 
by their products, and most 
recently maligning govern-
ment departments and of-
ficials who support tobacco 
control. These attempts are 
driven by their economic 
interests in maintaining and 
expanding tobacco sales, 
despite the well-established 
health risks associated 
with tobacco use. However, 
public health advocates, re-
searchers, and policymakers 
continue to work to counter 
these efforts and implement 
evidence-based strategies to 

reduce tobacco use and its 
impact on public health.
Tobacco control remains 
a critical issue in Paki-
stan, with smoking-re-
lated illnesses imposing 
a significant burden on 
healthcare systems and 
contributing to preventa-
ble deaths. Despite being 
a signatory to the World 
Health Organization’s 
Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC), 
the number of smokers in 
Pakistan has reached up 
to 31 million. The cheap 
and easy affordability of 
tobacco means approxi-
mately 1200 children start 
smoking every day, and 
nearly 170,000 lose their 
lives every year due to to-
bacco-induced diseases. In 
response to these alarming 
developments, activists are 
calling on the government to 
remain vigilant and resolute 
in their efforts to combat the 
tobacco epidemic, ensuring 
the implementation of evi-
dence-based policies that pro-
tect the health and well-being 
of all citizens. – DNA

VDA gives 4000 saplings
 to Kalash students

CHITRAL : Kalash Valley 
Development Authority, 
distributed free saplings 
among the students of Gov-
ernment High School Bron 
Bomburit in order to make 
the area green.  Director 
General KVDA Minhasud-
din was the guest on this 
occasion.  In this regard, 
a brief event was also or-
ganized in High School 
Bron, in which the princi-
pal of the school and oth-
er experts highlighted the 
importance and benefits 
of trees and plants. In the 
plantation drive, the forest 
department provided free 
saplings with the support of 
a non-governmental organi-
zation. A total of 25000 sap-

lings were distributed free 
in the same school. 
Speaking on this occa-
sion, Director General 
Minhasuddin said that 
apart from this, he also dis-
tributed 700 fruit trees to 
the people for free and told 
the local people about their 
importance so that they not 
only plant these plants but 
also cultivate them with 
care. Munhasuddin further 
said that Chitral is a dry 
zone with no monsoon rains, 
due to which people often 
face massive loss of life and 
property in case of floods. 
It was clear to the school 
children and teachers in 
this event that if they plant 
more trees, they can avoid 

the flood damage, as trees 
act as a natural check dam, 
he said. School Principal 
Sanaullah said “we have to 
educate our younger gener-
ation about the importance 
of plants for their health-
ier lives”. Owais Ahmed, 
Project Manager said that 
they have distributed more 
than 4000 free plants in 
Kalash Valley and educat-
ed the children about the 
benefits and importance 
of these plants. “One plant 
provides us with more than 
Rs. 70,000 of free oxygen in 
a year and these plants grow 
up and have a very positive 
impact on our environment 
and can keep Chitral green 
and clean”, he added.—APP

ISLAMABAD: A vendor displaying and selling watermelon to customers at his  
roadside setup in Federal Capital.—APP

Studies show 
strawberries 
potential in 

kidney health
ISLAMABAD :  A recent 
research showed that straw-
berries were potentially 
beneficial in the quest for 
better kidney health. Stud-
ies published in the Clinical 
Kidney Journal have high-
lighted the positive impact 
of fiber-rich diets on the pro-
gression of chronic kidney 
diseases. Studies further 
underscore the potential 
benefits of incorporating 
strawberries into one’s di-
etary routine for promising 
outcomes for individuals 
grappling with renal con-
cerns. Addressing the crit-
ical link between diet and 
kidney health, researchers 
have honed in on strawber-
ries for their low potassium 
content. Strawberries, with 
their naturally low potassi-
um levels, thus present a 
favorable option for those 
seeking to bolster renal 
well-being. Furthermore, 
the antioxidant-rich profile 
of strawberries, comprising 
notable compounds such as 
vitamin C, anthocyanins, 
and flavonoids is benefi-
cial in combating oxidative 
stress and inflammation, 
research suggested. These 
properties hold promise in 
not only slowing kidney dis-
ease progression but also 
in reducing the incidence 
of other chronic ailments. 
noteworthy is the fiber con-
tent of strawberries, which 
aids in digestion and blood 
sugar regulation. The ver-
satility of strawberries in 
culinary applications offers 
ample opportunities for in-
tegration into daily meals 
and snacks.—APP

Decision to keep BRT Peshawar 
service active till 12 midnight

PESHAWAR: On the spe-
cial instructions of the 
Chief Minister, it has 
been decided to keep the 
BRT service active till 
12 midnight, said Sadaf 
Kamil, spokesperson of 
Trans Peshawar while 
talking to APP here on 
Sunday. BRT service 
timings are extended till 
Chand Raat, Spokesman 

Trans Peshawar said. 
Service will be provid-
ed on stopping route 
SR-02 during extra work-
ing hours till midnight, 
spokesperson Trans Pe-
shawar. Travel facility 
is being provided from 
Chamkani to Karkhano 
Market on SR-02 route, 
Sadaf Kamil said, adding, 
“The bus of this route 

stops at every stop from 
Chamkni to Karkhano.”
The last bus from Cham-
kani will leave at 11 pm, 
while the last bus from 
Karkhano will leave at 12 
pm, said Trans Peshawar 
spokesperson. The pur-
pose of extension of work-
ing hours is to facilitate 
Eid shopping to the people, 
Miss Sadaf Kamil said.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari  said that ICCI is willing to coordinate with 
the IBECHS for joint ventures aiming to attract foreign investment

IHC suggests a 
conference 
in Dr Aafia 

case
 
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) has suggested a 
conference amongst parties 
to move ahead in the Dr Aafia 
case.
As per details, a single bench 
of IHC of Justice Sardar Ejaz 
Ishaque Khan here the consti-
tutional petition of Dr Fowzia 
Siddiqui and passed the follow-
ing order:
 MoFA has provided an update 
dated 5.4.2024 (but again seri-
ally unnumbered) which was 
made part of the record. Dr. 
Saif learned amicus, appraised 
the court of his preliminary 
take on the case, in that his 
review did not return any firm 
or specific action taken by the 
government of Pakistan before 
the united nations or what 
he called treaty-based actions. 
The ministry is required to 
address that point on the next 
date of hearing.
In the meantime, the office is 
required to prepare and send a 
copy set of the entire file and 
send those to Dr. Saif. If any 
documents are marked confi-
dential and not yet cleared for 
general circulation, the office 
will hold those for the time be-
ing and obtain the direction 
of the court before sharing 
them with the learning am-
ici. Ms. Janjua, the learned 
amicus, apprised the court 
of what she perceived to be 
lack of effective communica-
tion and appraised the court 
of the measures she has tak-
en to the Pakistani lawyers 
based in the uS potentially 
willing to assist pro bono in 
the matter has been delayed 
due to MoFA seeking clear-
ance from the Ministry of 
Law and Justice and Attorney 
General’s office as to wheth-
er it could proceed directly 
to instruct the lawyers in the 
united States.—APP



In the court of Medum 
Rabia Tarif Civil Judge 
Gujrat

Title: Rehmat Khan. 
Versus Muhammad 
nawaz etc.
notice to:
3A-Saad Ghafoor Son, 
3B-Shanza Ghafoor Daugh-
ter Muhammad nazir urf 
Ghafoor, 5A-Imran Anwar, 
5B-noman Anwar Sons 
Muhammad Anwar cast 
Gujjar R/o. village Banth 
P.O. Daulat nagar Tehsil 
& District Gujrat.   Suit for 
Declaration with permanent 
injection etc.
Whereas in the above 
mentioned case it has been 
proved to the satisfaction 
of the court that the above 
mentioned defendants are 
not served in ordinary way. 
It is therefore proclaimed 
under order 5 rule 20 CPC 
that if the said defendants 
will not appear personally 
or through a duly author-
ized agent or pleader in 
court at 8 AM on 24-04-
2024, otherwise case will 
be decided ex party.

Safe City Project to be 
fully operational by May

Regional Police Officer (RPO) Babar Sarfraz Alpa Visits RCCI

DNA

RAWALPInDI: The Regional Po-
lice Officer (RPO) Babar Sarfraz 
Alpa visited Rawalpindi Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI). President RCCI and 
Chairman Rawalpindi Waste Man-
agement Company (RWMC)  Sa-
qib Rafiq along with Group Lead-
er RCCI Sohail Altaf welcomed 
the RPO and discussed the issues 
related to the business communi-
ty of Rawalpindi. President also 
congratulated the RPO on taking 
charge.  The RPO assured that 
his office is available at all times. 
The Safe City project will be ful-
ly operational by the end of May, 
which will help in curbing car 
and motorcycle snatching, street 
crime and robbery. The establish-
ment of law and order in the city 
is the top priority of his office as 
law and order is very important in 
the promotion of business activi-
ties and investment. He said that 
collective and joint efforts are 
required to maintain the law and 
order issues and also appreciated 
the recommendations for address-
ing encroachment and traffic con-
gestion in the city. A joint meet-
ing will be held after eid in this 
regard, he added. RPO welcomed 
the Police Trader Liaison Com-
mittee at police stations and said 

that it will help in resolving dis-
putes. RPO also lauded Chairman 
RWMC and President RCCI for 
the efforts being carried out for 
the clean Rawalpindi. President 

Saqib Rafiq in his remarks said 
that Rawalpindi city has become 
densely populated due to growth 
and migration, we need additional 
police force and police stations. 

Senior Vice President RCCI Mr. 
Muhammad Hamza Sarosh, dis-
tinguished RCCI members, Pres-
ident Markazi Anjuman Tajran 
Rawalpindi Mr. Shahid Ghafoor 

Paracha, President Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Small Traders and 
Small Industries/VP FPCCI Mr. 
Tariq Jadoon, among others were 
also present in the meeting. 

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance.1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police...9266044
Motorway Police.9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad..............9222596
Rawalpindi........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info................114
PIA Cargo..............9280979
Railway Inquiry..............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA.......................9281092

CMH......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ...................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

CDA..................9221334-43
CDA..................9208301-04
Met Office..........9250360-6
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TMA......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Airlines
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Marriott.........051- 2826121
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Speakers show grave concern 
over influencing judiciary
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The speakers 
at the Devcom-Pakistan ‘Pub-
lic Forum’ urge the Execu-
tive to take all possible meas-
ures to stop spy agencies 
undue fiddling and influence 
on the rule of law, saying 
the judiciary is the last hope 
of justice against all forms 
of tyrannies in the society.   
They said the spy agencies 
influencing or interfering 
with the judiciary has raised 
potential dangers to the prin-
ciples of justice, democracy, 
and the rule of law. While 
intelligence agencies may 
play a crucial role in national 
security and gathering intel-
ligence to protect citizens, 
their involvement in judicial 
matters is an attempt to un-
dermine the independence 
of the judiciary, one of the 
cornerstones of a democratic 
society. Any form of interfer-
ence from spy agencies could 
compromise this independ-
ence, leading to biased judg-

ments or decisions that may 
serve the interests of the 
Establishment rather than 
upholding the rule of law. 
The Devcom-Pakistan week-
ly online public discussion 
was organized on Saturday 
with the keynote speech by 
former Senator Farhatullah 
Babar, the Board Member 
of the Human Rights Com-
mission of Pakistan (HRCP). 
The other guest speakers 
included Vice Chancellor Pa-
kistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics (PIDE) Dr. 
nadeem ul Haq, Executive 
Director Devcom-Pakistan 
Munir Ahmed, development 
expert Qaiser Aijaz, jour-
nalist Sadia Rasheed, and 
social worker Amina Sadaf.    
Farhatullah Babar said that 
independence of judiciary 
is enshrined in all the three 
constitutions of 1956, 1962 
and 1973 and enhanced by ju-
risprudence like the Al-Jehad 
Trust case the judiciary has 
security of tenure, adequate 
emoluments & pensions and 
exemption from accountabili-
ty by the executive, elements 

necessary for its independ-
ence. However, judiciary in-
dependence has been under-
mined by repeated martial 
laws on the one hand and by 
pliant and compromised PCO 
judges who readily took oath 
of allegiance to the dictator 
on the other, he said. Farhat-
ullah Babar said the pliant 
and PCO judges legitimized 
repeated military interven-
tions, abrogation of consti-
tutions, murder of elected 
Prime Minister, dissolution 
of assemblies and political 
parties and much worse, not 
once but many times over. 
The judges-general nexus 
has been the greatest un-
dermined independence 
of judiciary more than any-
thing else. He said however 
it is reassuring that now the 
judges appeared to jettison 
the past as evident from the 
recent verdict in the ZAB 
case and the letter written 
by 6 IHC judges calling it 
“a most welcomed step in 
course correction”. “The 
judiciary needs to be sup-
ported in this by all other 

institutions taking similar 
steps for course correction. 
The letter by the judges is 
also an opportunity to poli-
ticians, the generals, media 
and the people to correct 
their course, he said.
He said that the six judges 
had taken a bold step in 
exposing the agencies who 
undermined their inde-
pendence. now the political 
parties should make legisla-
tion defining the mandate of 
the intelligence agencies to 
end their meddling. He said 
that a Bill to make legisla-
tion for ISI was endorsed by 
the Senate sometime back. 
All political parties must 
join hands in getting that 
bill passed, he said. He also 
called for implementation 
of the SC verdicts of 2012 in 
Asghar Khan case and 2019 
in Faizabad dharna case and 
to hold accountable those 
in the agencies who manip-
ulated public mandate and 
indulged in politics in viola-
tion of their oath. not doing 
so will be a huge disservice 
to the country, he said.

Court Notice

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

April
April 04/Senegal

National Day
April 07/W. H. O.
World Health Day
April 12/Somalia

Armed Forces Day

April 15/DPR Ko-
rea

The Day of the Sun
April 16/Denmark

National Day 
April 17/Iran

Army Day
April 17/Syria

Independence Day

April 18/Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24/Holy See
Anniversary of His 

Papacy of his  
Pontificate

April 25/DPR 
Korea

Armed Forces Day
April 26/Tanzania

National Day
April 27/Sierra 

Leone
Independence Day

April 27/South 
Africa

Freedom Day
April 30/Sweden
Birthday of His 

Majesty 
April 30/Nether-

lands
Birthday of Queen 

Court Notice

In the court of Muham-
mad Asif Civil Judge  
Gujrat
Title: Ehtesham Zamir 
Shah etc. Versus S ye d 
Sadiq Ali etc.
notice to:
1-Syed Sadiq Ali S/o. Syed 
Muhammad Kamal Shah 
R/o. Suhawa Dilowana Te-
hsil & Distt Mandi Bahaul-
din. 2-Syed Sibat Husnain 
S/o. Syed Muzfar Hussain 
R/o. Ditewal Tehsil & Dis-
tt. Gujrat.
Suit for Application under 
section 94/151 CPC
Whereas in the above men-
tioned case it has been 
proved to the satisfaction 
of the court that the above 
mentioned defendants are 
not served in ordinary way. 
It is therefore proclaimed 
under order 5 rule 20 CPC 
that if the said defendants 
will not appear personally 
or through a duly author-
ized agent or pleader in 
court at 8 AM on 15-04-
2024, otherwise case will 
be decided ex party.

RAWALPINDI: Customers taking interest in arts and crafts bazaar in Rawalpindi. —DNA

Message of the Prime Minister 
on World Health Day 2024

Towards our destination of a healthier nation, 
I once again reiterate the commitment to 

transform Pakistan’s healthcare sector at all 
levels that will ensure that each and every 
Pakistani has access to quality healthcare

ISLAMABAD: On this World Health Day 2024, I renew the commitment of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan to provide and ensure health facilities for all of our population. This 
year’s theme “My health, my right” aptly encapsulates every citizen’s right to quality 
health services. In order to ensure health for all and as promised to the nation in the 
PMLn manifesto, our focus would remain on improving primary, secondary and ter-
tiary healthcare, medical education, preventive healthcare and improved governance. 
We will partner and encourage provincial governments to expand and upgrade health 
facilities, launch mobile health clinics for enhanced access, re-energize immunization 
and improve mental health services. The establishment and operationalization of Med-
ical City, establishment of Cancer Care Hospital and establishment of Pakistan Kidney 
& Liver Institute facilities in each province remains our key priority. We take pride 
in having launched the Health Card during PMLn’s 2013-18 tenure. We remain com-
mitted to universal health coverage and universal health insurance for our population, 
particularly providing free-of-cost healthcare services to low and middle-income families. 
On this World Health Day, I applaud the services of our health professionals, paramed-
ical staff, nurses, and other health workers who selflessly work day and night to pro-
vide health services to the nation. Towards our destination of a healthier nation, I once 
again reiterate the commitment to transform Pakistan’s healthcare sector at all levels 
that will ensure that each and every Pakistani has access to quality healthcare.—DNA

ICP launches 
search and 

combing 
operation 

ISLAMABAD:Islamabad 
Capital Police (ICP) Coun-
ter Terrorism Department 
(CTD) on Sunday jointly 
conducted a search and 
combing operation within 
Secretariat police station 
jurisdiction. A public re-
lations officer said that, 
following the special di-
rectives of SSP (CTD) the 
search and combing oper-
ations are being conducted 
in different areas of the 
city, to ensure the safety 
and security of the Islam-
abad citizens. Following 
these orders, a search and 
combing operation was con-
ducted in different areas of 
Secretariat police station 
by CTD and local police 
teams.  During the search 
and combing operation 61 
suspicious persons.—APP

nEPRA disposed of 
17,545 consumers’ 

complaints 
ISLAMABAD:The Consumer Affairs Department of na-
tional Electric Power Regulatory Authority (nEPRA) 
disposed of, 17,545 complaints of electricity consum-
ers against various power distribution companies (DIS-
COs) during the last fiscal year 2022-23 while 1,294 
were still under process. According to official data, 
the authority received a total of 18,839 complaints 
from the electricity consumers against various DIS-
COs during the fiscal year 2022-23. As per breakup, 
out of total, the head office received 2,209 consum-
ers’ complaints against various DISCOs while the re-
gional offices received 16,630 complaints during the 
last fiscal year. Similarly, the head office disposed off 
a total of 1,946 complaint while the regional offices 
disposed off 15,599 complaints of consumers during 
the said period. The head office received a total of 
313 complaints against Islamabad Electric Supply 
Company, 268 Peshawar Electric Supply Compa-
ny, 223 Hyderabad Electric Supply Company, 419 
K-Electric, 133 Sukkur Electric Supply Company, 
184 Multan Electric Supply Company, 176 Lahore 
Electric Supply Company, 125 Faisalabad Electric 
Supply Company, 4 Quetta Electric and 3 Tribal Elec-
tric Supply Company while 255 complaints were received 
through Pakistan Citizen Portal during the said period.    It 
is pertinent to mention here that nEPRA has established 
10 Regional Offices across various cities dedicated to the 
receipt and processing of the consumers complaints for en-
hancing consumer satisfaction. Furthermore, a significant 
number of complaints are also received through Pakistan’s 
Citizens Portal for resolution.—DNA

IRSA releases 
81,700 cusecs 

water
ISLAMABAD :Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Sunday released 
81,700 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with 
inflow of 84,100 cusecs. 
According to the data 
released by IRSA, water 
level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1419.29 
feet and was 21.29 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1,398 feet. —APP
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ISLAMABAD: Renowned 
social worker, economic 
expert, and political figure 
from Pakistan, Malik Rafay, 
has stated that in order to 
steer Pakistan out of its cur-
rent political and econom-
ic crises, all stakeholders 
including political parties 

and economic experts must 
come together on one page. 
He emphasized that as 75% 
of Pakistan’s dependency 
lies on agricultural produc-
tion, providing farmers with 
maximum facilities holds the 
key to a better future.
He stressed that only with 
peace and security can in-
vestment flourish and the 
country progress. These 
thoughts were shared by him 
in his exclusive interview giv-
en last day. 
He mentioned that for Pa-
kistan to overcome current 
challenges, all stakeholders 
must unite on one platform. 
All political parties need to 
set aside their vested inter-
ests and focus solely on the 
betterment of Pakistan. Eco-
nomic, security, and other 
issues need to be addressed 

collectively. Everyone needs 
to sit together and deliberate 
on the long-term measures 
because short-term actions 
will now be difficult.
In my opinion, no single par-
ty can rescue the country 
from any crisis. Everyone 
needs to come together, 
united, and work for the 
country’s broader interests 
beyond their party agendas. 
Parties should keep their 
personal interests aside and 
focus their politics separate-
ly for the wider benefits of 
the country, offering their 
suggestions and working to-
wards progress. To pull the 
country out of the current 
crisis, we need to focus on 
the economy, security is-
sues, peace, and agriculture. 
There is a need to increase 
the support price of wheat 

set by the government. 
President Zardari’s formu-
la of providing facilities to 
farmers will attract them 
to cultivation. If the price is 
low, farmers will not turn to 
cultivation. Currently, the 
support price of wheat in 
Punjab, set at 3900 rupees, 
is very low because the farm-
er’s cost per month goes up 
to 4500 rupees. Consequent-
ly, farmers are already in 
losses, and problems arise 
from the purchase of wheat, 
middlemen, and issues with 
companies like Pasco, etc. 
He said that as 75% of Paki-
stan’s dependency lies on ag-
ricultural production, provid-
ing farmers with maximum 
facilities holds the key to a 
better future. Efforts should 
be made to focus on crops 
that use less water. 

Political consensus needed to 
steer country out of crisis

Briefs
FRIA stresses 

need for a 
revisit of 

economic 
policies 

 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The 
Ferozepur Road Industrial 
Association (FRIA) senior 
vice chairman Shahbaz 
Aslam has stressed the 
need for a revisit of the eco-
nomic policies, as the eco-
nomic indicators through-
out the previous fiscal year 
remained very depressed 
amidst high inflation, low 
exports, depleting foreign 
reserves and continued un-
certain position of the local 
currency. Shahbaz Aslam, 
who is also the PIAF senior 
leader, said that almost all 
indicators of the economy 
continued to show poor per-
formance, including volatile 
exchange rate, unprece-
dented hike in markup rate, 
repeated increases in elec-
tricity rates, gas shortage, 
price spiral, mismanage-
ment and bad governance, 
becoming the hallmarks of 
the government. He said 
that massive fall of rupee 
value continued to damage 
the economy, as the rupee 
witnessed a huge deprecia-
tion; one of the highest de-
valuations of local currency 
in Pakistan’s history in this 
period. He urged the policy 
makers to concentrate on 
increasing tax-to-GDP ratio 
which was the lowest in Pa-
kistan in the region in 2023.

BMP 
emphasizes 

need for 
affordable 

energy 
alternatives 
FAisAl sheiKh

 
ISLAMABAD: The Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce & Industry’s 
Businessmen Panel has 
warned that the continued 
escalation of energy prices 
could result in the closure of 
numerous industries, ampli-
fying unemployment rates 
and diminishing Pakistan’s 
export capabilities, appeal-
ing to the government to re-
verse the decision promptly 
and establish a fixed gas 
price for industries.  The 
FPCCI former president 
and Businessmen Panel 
(BMP) Chairman Mian An-
jum nisar, emphasizing the 
need for the government to 
explore and provide afforda-
ble energy alternatives for 
the industry, stressed that 
such measures are crucial 
for ensuring the competi-
tiveness of Pakistani prod-
ucts in the global market. 
As the industrial sector 
grapples with the ramifica-
tions of the gas price hike, 
the BMP leader’s stance 
advocates for the preserva-
tion of industrial stability 
and the prevention of poten-
tial economic setbacks for 
Pakistan.  He said that the 
repeated increase in the gas 
and electricity prices to an 
unbearable level by the gov-
ernment has left the trade 
and industry uncompetitive; 
blaming it for trapping the 
country in the IMF plans. 

Walton Tobacco 
demanded 
to restore 

employment of 
400 workers

ISLAMABAD:  Walton To-
bacco Company said that 
illegally sealing of compa-
ny before Eid has left over 
400 workers unemployed 
and demanded the Azad 
Kashmir government for 
action. Addressing a press 
conference at Kashmir 
Press Club, Walton Tobacco 
Company’s spokesperson 
Arif Zia urged the author-
ities concerned to imme-
diately open the company 
to restore livelihood of 
hundreds of employees. 
The spokesperson was 
also accompanied by Mu-
hammad Ali and Omar 
Ahmed on the occasion. 
They informed the media 
that Walton Tobacco was 
the highest taxpayers in 
Kashmir, contributing Rs 
240 million every month.  
The company has been 
raided illegally, products 
seized, and were threat-
ened with serious conse-
quences by the author-
ities, they highlighted. 
They were of the view 
that we were doing busi-
ness and paying taxes for 
last 18 years.—DNA

Reaping 
bounties as 

Ramazan 
culminates

ISLAMABAD :As the holy 
month of Ramazan culmi-
nates with all its bounties, 
the faithful sought Allah’s 
benediction Saturday night 
- during Laylatul Qadar 
(The night of Decree) - 
27th night of Ramazan. It 
was one of the series of 
five nights of Decree fall-
ing during last Ashra of 
Ramadan – a night better 
than thousands months 
worshipping and the most 
important segment of an 
Ashra defined for seeking 
Allah’s blessings (Jannah) 
and protection from Hell. 
Starting from the first dec-
ade of blessing and bene-
diction and then to second 
decade of forgiveness, this 
month culminates with sal-
vage from Hell during last 
decade and entering one of 
Allah’s favorite Jannah (Par-
adise).   
Additional to the Laylatul 
Qadr – also known as the 
night of Power or the night 
of Destiny – and besides all 
other charity and prayers - 
Aitkaaf (seclusion) is anoth-
er hallmark of this decade.
Forgoing their families and 
societal duties, the faithful 
cut off themselves from 
everybody to pray in seclu-
sion in an artificially erect-
ed cabin at a Mosque to 
seek forgiveness and ben-
ediction of Allah Almighty. 
This is surely the peak of 
worshiping during this holy 
month when it is the last 
decade; there is Laylatul 
Qadar in odd nights; and 
then there is somebody 
restricting himself to seclu-
sion diligently searching Al-
lah’s benediction and bless-
ings. “We wait this month 
whole of year. 

Kyrgyz 
businessmen 

want to 
collaborate 

with Pakistani 
counterparts, says 

Meher Kashif
ISLAMABAD: Honorary 
Consul of Kyrgyzstan, Me-
her Kashif Younis said on 
Sunday that tremendous 
positive  response from 
Kyrgyzstan entrepreneurs 
to Pakistani counterpart un-
derscores the potential for 
deeper economic ties be-
tween the two countries.
Sharing the outcome of his 
recent two-week long visit 
to Kyrgyzstan with a del-
egation of exporters  and 
importers led by Chaudhry 
Faran Shahid Arain here, he 
said the Pakistani trade dele-
gation  under his leadership 
remained engaged in a series 
of fruitful and result-oriented 
meetings with representa-
tives from both the private 
and public sectors. The pri-
mary focus was on exploring  
avenues for cooperation in 
key sectors, notably pharma-
ceuticals.—DnA

Broadening of tax net 
need of hour: ICCI chief

He added that tax net has to be broaden for the economic development of the country 
 but business community must not be unduly disturbed/harass  and the business leaders  

as well as Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry must also be taken into confidence  
before going for any such significant decision

mehtAb PirzADA

ISLAMABAD:  President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari has welcomed 
the Federal Board of Revenue’s ‘Tajir 
Dost Scheme’ under which the trad-
er would register themselves through 
Tajir Dost scheme in Tax Asaan App 
through their mobile phones or FBR’s 
web portal or by visiting FBR’s tax fa-
cilitation centers. Ahsan Zafar Bakhta-
wari said that the business community  
always remained tax compliant and fa-
vors broadening of tax net to pull the 
country out of the economic crunch. 
However, he emphasized that the tax 
should be simplified and the shopkeep-
ers should be given facilities and have 
to be made to file a single page return 
once in a year. He added that tax net 
has to be broaden for the economic 
development of the country but busi-
ness community must not be unduly 
disturbed/harass  and the business leaders 
as well as Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry must also be taken 
into confidence before going for any such 
significant decision.  The ICCI President 
said economic problems cannot be re-
solved until the problems of the business 
community are amicably resolved and for 
this purpose the government should in-
troduce measures to enhance the confi-
dence of the business community. 

Pakistan, China to promote 
cooperation on legal affairs

Current legal cooperation between China and Pakistan is mainly 
based on specific business cooperation between law firms and law-
yers, mainly in handling cases and specific non-litigation business

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  A key fig-
ure in bridging legal and 
academic ties between 
China and Pakistan, Cheng 
Deyong, Managing Direc-
tor of Pakistan ZOAO Law 
LLP and legal advisor to 
the Consulate General of 
China in Lahore, has been 
appointed as the legal advi-
sor to the Consulate Gener-
al of China in Karachi with 
a 2-year term. “As strategic 
hubs for diplomatic activi-
ties between China and Pa-
kistan, Chinese Consulates 
play a crucial role in facili-
tating communication, pro-
moting cultural exchanges, 
and strengthening econom-
ic ties. I am honored to 
take on this role and look 
forward to making due con-
tribution to the strengthen-

ing of legal ties between the 
two countries,” said Cheng. 
According to Gwadar Pro, 
Cheng actively assisted in 
promoting the cooperation 
between the Law School of 
Southwest Petroleum uni-
versity, Chengdu, Sichuan, 
China and the School of So-
cial Sciences and Humani-
ties at national university 
of Sciences and Technology 
(nuST), Islamabad, Paki-
stan, and between Sichuan 
Lawyers Association and 
Islamabad Lawyers Associ-
ation, etc.  These collabora-
tions have played a positive 
role in promoting the train-
ing of legal talents, legal 
exchanges and continuous 
improvement of foreign-re-
lated legal services. How-
ever, current legal cooper-
ation between China and 
Pakistan is mainly based on 
specific business coopera-

tion between law firms and 
lawyers, mainly in handling 
cases and specific non-liti-
gation business.  The scope 
of legal cooperation be-
tween China and Pakistan 
is insufficient to meet the 
economic and personnel 
needs of the two countries.  
Another most prominent 
challenge is the communi-
cation and understanding 
difficulties caused by cul-
tural differences and differ-
ences in legal systems. To 
address the issue, he sug-
gested that the two sides 
further strengthen cooper-
ation in personnel training 
and technical support, and 
promote the sharing and ex-
change of judicial resourc-
es.  Working with lawyers 
and experts from Supreme 
Court Bar and High Court 
Bar in Pakistan, ZOAO is 
building a local team of 

professional lawyers in Pa-
kistan covering the practic-
es in the country’s major 
cities. Cheng also called on 
more lawyers, law schools, 
bar associations, arbitration 
bodies and other relevant 
departments to jointly pro-
mote Sino-Pakistani legal 
cooperation.  “Improving 
the legal awareness and 
literacy of citizens of the 
two countries through or-
ganizing various publicity 
and education activities will 
inject new impetus into the 
development of bilateral 
relations.  Meanwhile, 
the two sides can actively 
participate in internation-
al events such as the In-
ternational Forum on the 
rule of law and contribute 
wisdom and strength to 
promoting the develop-
ment of global rule of law,” 
he added.

IFA inspects 
1291 food 

outlets, issues 
fines worth Rs 

2.8 mln
ISLAMABAD: Deputy Direc-
tor Operations (DDO) of Islam-
abad Food Authority (IFA), Dr. 
Tahira Saddique, while sharing 
a monthly report of the author-
ity, stated that the authority in-
spected 1,291 food outlets and 
imposed fines totaling Rs 2.8 
million on errant shopkeepers 
found flouting regulations. Talk-
ing to APP, she said that with 
an unwavering commitment to 
quality assurance, the authori-
ty’s latest report underscored its 
relentless pursuit of adherence 
to food safety standards across 
the Federal Capital. On the di-
rections of Director Food, Irfan 
nawaz Memon, she accompa-
nied by the Food Safety Teams 
(FSTs) inspected 1,291 es-
tablishments.—APP

Tax-to-GDP Ratio should
 be increased: Atif Ikram 

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh, President FPCCI, has emphasized that, 
while FPCCI supports the efforts to increase tax-to-GDP ratio, it has to be 
achieved through broadening of tax base and simplification of the taxation sys-
tem – rather than further squeezing the already taxed. The only pragmatic 
approach to achieve tax-to-GDP ratio of 15 percent in the next 5 years is to add 
1.5 to 2 million new taxpayers in the tax-net, he added.    Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh 
maintained that the tax and FBR reforms should not be attempted in a consul-
tation-less manner as these kinds of efforts have been grossly unsuccessful 
multiple times in the past; and, the successive governments resorted to the re-
gressive and anti-business measures of further increasing the taxes on existing 
filers.   Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh stressed a three-pronged strategy to broaden the 
tax base: (i) end-to-end digitalization of the taxation system to bring transpar-
ency & fairness (ii) FBR reforms in consultation with the business community 
in light of the ground realities (iii) an end to maladministration & harassment 
of trade & industry at the hands of taxation machinery.  FPCCI Chief stated 
that the business, industry and trade community understands the need for the 
country to enter into a new, expanded and longer-term IMF program; which will 
entail, as per past practice, imposition of more taxes – however, FPCCI wants 
to make it clear that last few years have been unprecedentedly difficult for 
trade and industry due to COVID, floods, cost of doing business, exchange rate 
volatility; and, incremental rounds of increase in electricity, gas and petroleum 
prices.  Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh apprised that the core inflation has come down 
to 12.8 percent and headline inflation recorded at 20.7 percent in the month of 
March 2024; which is the lowest in 22 months; and, the trajectory is categori-
cally showing a downward trend for the months to come.—DnA 

Cultural festivals  
contribute to economic 

development 
ISLAMABAD: This year too, the Pakistan Cultural Festival 
is being celebrated by one of the oldest educational institu-
tions of the Punjab provincial capital with same tradition-
al zeal and enthusiasm at the end of the current month, 
which would be a blend of competitive enthusiasm and 
impressive learning. The cultural festivals contribute to 
the economic development of a region by creating cultural 
resources, promoting tourism, and generating economic 
value through branding and accessibility, said Mr. Maxwell 
Shanti, the principal of the historical St. Anthony’s High 
School. Maxwell Shanti, who has given the school a new 
look with his hard work and outstanding performance, said 
in a statement that the school’s students will display the 
vibrant colors and diverse culture of their country through 
stunning performances of folk songs and delivering speech-
es on this important matter. The Principal, who is running 
simultaneously the main campus on Lawrence Road as well 
as the Faisal Town branch of St. Anthony’s School, added 
that the attired in colorful costumes of their respective 
provinces, the young and talented students will mesmer-
ize the audience with their performances of traditional and 
folk songs. The students will also set up a stall, displaying 
various traditional items, and offering food. Mr. Shanti ob-
served that the Cultural Festival embodies St. Anthony’s 
commitment to deliver an unforgettable and captivating 
experience, combining the thrill of competition with the 
richness of cultural diversity. While sharing his thoughts, he 
shared the significance of distinct values of acceptance, peace, 
tolerance and respect in Pakistani culture and the way they 
have evolved over a period of time. He mentioned that the 
recognition of diversity on economic, political and social basis 
is very important for the inclusion of different genders, cul-
tures and ethnicities at institutions as well as at family level 
for the progress of overall nation and the country. With this, 
the Principal shared the relevance of culture of an institution 
and organization with the performance of people. He gave an 
important message to the students to develop conducive envi-
ronment around them.—DNA



Monday, April 08, 2024

Environmental 
destruction in Gaza

Egypt-Turkiye 
rapprochement and Libya

T HE atrocities committed by Israeli forces in Gaza bear resemblance to 
the relentless bombardment of German cities by coalition forces dur-
ing World War II. In less than seven weeks, from October to December, 

the occupation forces dropped a staggering 30,000 explosives in Gaza. This 
is equal to the overall quantity of bombs dropped by uS-uK forces during 
their invasion of Iraq in 2003. not only did the Zionist state’s ceaseless bom-
bardment result in the deaths of over 32,000 Gazans and the entrapment of 
scores of bodies beneath the debris of destroyed structures, but it also inflicted 
unprecedented damage on the environment. Munitions and toxins contaminate 
the soil and groundwater, reducing olive plantations to compacted earth, clog-
ging the sea with sewage and garbage, and polluting the air with smoke and par-
ticulate matter. The situation in Gaza is dire, and environmental organizations 
are showing concerns regarding the catastrophic impacts on Gaza’s ecosystems 
and biodiversity. Demands have arisen to classify this devastation as “ecocide” 
and potentially investigate it as a war crime. The environmental and civilian 
consequences in Gaza, while not precisely comparable to the devastation of 
World War II, are alarming and significant. unEP is unable to investigate 
Although the united nations Environment Program (unEP) is digging deep 
into the environmental impact of the war in Gaza to get a clear picture of the 
sky-high levels of land, soil, and water pollution, it hasn’t been able to hit the 
ground running with field-based surveys in Gaza due to “Israel’s” non-stop 
attacks on civilian targets, including hospitals and residential places.
In late January, unEP’s executive director, Inger Andersen, said during a 
speech that they had given the green light to an official request from the State 
of Palestine to conduct an environmental impact assessment in Gaza. Last 
month, Andersen demonstrated unEP’s unwavering commitment during the 
sixth session of the united nations Environment Assembly in nairobi, where 
she met Dr. nisreen Al-Tamimi, the chairperson of the Environment Quality 
Authority of the State of Palestine. The stockpiles in question have brought 
the Biden administration into greater scrutiny, coinciding with mounting pres-
sure over its endorsement of “Israel’s” bombardment of Gaza. The indiscrim-
inate nature of “Israel’s” bombardment of Gaza is a subject of widespread 
concern. The uS government is currently facing inquiries about the quantities 
and types of weapons it supplies to “Israel” and the proportion that is avail-
able through the hidden, pre-positioned stockpile. A White House proposal 
sought to loosen restrictions on the types of weapons placed in the stock-
pile, exempt spending limits on its replenishment, and grant the Pentagon 
more latitude in transferring items from the arsenal of perturbed legisla-
tors in Washington. In protest of Washington’s continued lethal assistance 
to “Israel”, Josh Paul resigned from his position at the State Department. 
He stated that the proposed changes to the stockpile were part of an effort 
by the Biden administration to find new methods to supply “Israel”.

T HE rapprochement between Turkiye and Egypt, after years of frigid re-
lations, heralds a new era of regional diplomacy, with consequential rip-
ples across the Eastern Mediterranean and north Africa. The detente, 

crystallized by a series of diplomatic exchanges and culminating in a significant 
state visit by Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Egypt, marks a turn-
ing of the page on bilateral tensions. This warming of relations between Cairo 
and Ankara is especially significant for Libya, a nation that has been afflicted 
by internal divisions and foreign meddling since the fall of Muammar Qaddafi 
in 2011. The Egypt-Turkiye rift has had profound implications for Libya, partly 
contributing to the country’s east-west leadership divide amid the complex in-
terplay of geopolitical interests and regional dynamics. Both countries have be-
come involved in Libya, with differing objectives and methods. Turkiye’s support 
for the un-recognized Government of national Accord has been multifaceted, 
including military assistance, the deployment of Syrian mercenaries, and diplo-
matic backing. This support culminated in a maritime delimitation deal, signed 
by Ankara and the GnA in 2019 with the aim of securing Turkiye’s interests in 
western Libya and parts of the Eastern Mediterranean. Military reinforcements 
provided by Turkiye, particularly ahead of the GnA’s counteroffensive in 2020, 
proved crucial in helping to repel the advance of the rival Libyan national Army 
toward Tripoli, leading to an enduring strategic stalemate. 
Egypt, meanwhile, has primarily backed the LnA, led by Khalifa Haftar, through 
the provision of military aid and political support. Cairo’s involvement is driven 
by concerns about border security, Islamist militants, and a desire for a friendly 
regime in eastern Libya. Its support for the LnA includes a declaration that Sirte, 
a strategically located city, represents a “red line” for Egyptian national security, 
and authorization for troop deployments to support the LnA. This backing is also 
rooted in a broader regional strategy to contain Islamist militancy, which Cairo 
perceives as a threat to domestic stability. The involvement of Egypt and Turkiye 
is just one aspect of the broader proxy dimensions to Libya’s internal struggles, 
with each country supporting its respective allies through military, logistical, 
and diplomatic means. This external support has not only exacerbated Libya’s 
internal fragmentation, it has also complicated peace efforts by reinforcing the 
military and political divisions between the GnA in the west and the LnA in the 
east. The deadlock has been further cemented by the strategic importance of 
Libya’s vast oil and gas resources, over which both rival factions seek control, 
with significant implications for the nation’s long-term economic stability and 
sovereignty. Against this backdrop, Egypt-Turkiye rapprochement presents an 
incredible opportunity for the two nations to recalibrate their roles amid geopo-
litical realignments and shared concerns, potentially fostering an environment 
more conducive to Libya’s future reconciliation. The political fragmentation in 
Libya, made worse by the postponement of elections, is at a critical juncture 
where joint mediation by Egypt and Turkiye could help foster unity and stability. 
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“Extrajudicial Killing: Responding to India’s actions”

Alexei navalny’s journey in Russian politics

Qamar Bashir 

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

I n January 2024, Pakistan’s Foreign Secretary 
made a significant revelation, alleging that In-
dia had orchestrated at least 12 extrajudicial 

killings in Pakistan linked to the Kashmir cause and 
the Khalistan movement. This disclosure marked 
the third high-profile accusation against India fol-
lowing similar allegations involving Canada and the 
united States. By engaging in these unlawful acts, 
India has aligned itself with countries like the uSA, 
Russia, and Israel, known for eliminating adver-
saries both domestically and internationally with 
impunity.  The statement made by Pakistan’s For-
eign Secretary made in January this year did not 
gain significant traction and was dismissed within 
and outside the country as routine accusations ex-
changed between the two countries for political 
point-scoring, lacking substantial evidence.
The Foreign Secretary’s statement was vindicated 
when similar allegations were corroborated by an 
investigative report by “The Guardian,” on April 4, 
2024 disclosing that nearly 20 killings in Pakistan 
since 2020 were attributed to India. The Guardi-
an report was authenticated when in a revealing 
interview with Cnn, Indian Defense Minister Ra-
jnath Singh admitted to carrying out extrajudicial 
killings and warned of similar actions in Pakistan 
if terrorists sought refuge there after committing 
acts of terrorism. While aimed at Pakistan, this ad-
mission hinted at India’s readiness to extend such 
operations across international borders, including 
in the territories of influential nations like the uSA 
and Canada.” The narrative of the Indian espionage 
agency was compelling. This is how the narrative 
unfolds. India has successfully managed the rebel-
lion and insurgency in Jammu and Kashmir and 
has, for the most part, tightened its grip over Sikh 
separatists inside the nation. However, neutraliz-
ing their handlers—who were mostly based in Pa-
kistan, the uS, and Canada—was a more pressing 
issue.  To resolve the issue, the Indian government 
authorized RAW to conduct covert operations to 
kill firebrand Sikh and Kashmiri leaders and han-
dlers, in the uS, Canada, and Pakistan motivated 
by the KGB, Mossad, and CIA, which are notorious 
for eliminating its enemies abroad. 
The Raw launched strikes in three distinct na-
tions as part of Compliance. It eliminated Hard-
eep Singh nijjar, a well-known Sikh activist who 
was shot and killed in Vancouver, Canada, in Sep-
tember of 2023. On 30 nov, 2023,  RAW enlisted 
the help of a hitman in new York to murder Gur-
patwant Singh Pannun, another Sikh activist, but 

before the killer had accomplished the task, the 
uS security forces frustrated the attack.
The Raw was particularly careful while target-
ing Pakistan. It First created sleeper cells in the 
uAE, later established a system to finance the 
killing spree through Dubai, nepal, and Mauri-
tius. Later, it cultivated local criminals, Afghan 
illegal aliens, and Jihadis to carry out the assas-
sinations of individuals primarily connected to 
Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed, alleged-
ly linked with masterminding high profile terror-
ist attacks inside India. 
The narrative, while seemingly logical and com-
pelling, ultimately failed to achieve its objectives 
in any of the three cases. Canada and the united 
States reacted assertively, issuing stern warnings 
to India and demanding accountability for the mas-
terminds, financiers, and RAW operatives involved 
in the killings. Canada went a step further by expel-
ling the Indian Ambassador and downgrading diplo-
matic and economic ties. This action could poten-
tially jeopardize Canadian Investment of $3,754.05 
Mn and Bilateral trade of $9.9 Bn in 2022 with 
India. Similarly, strained relations with the united 
States  will impact Indian exports of $118.8 billion 
and uS investments totaling $63.03 billion. 
The Guardian report garnered significant at-
tention in Pakistani media, becoming the main 
topic of prime-time talk shows, however, the 
Pakistani government did not provide its of-
ficial response until the next day, when the 
Foreign Office spokesperson issued a detailed 
press release beginning with customary rheto-
ric, but later offered specific details about two 
assassinations: that of Shahid Latif and Mo-
hammad Riaz. In both cases, a RAW agent sta-
tioned abroad recruited a professional killer in 
Pakistan, who then assembled a team of target 
killers responsible for targeted assassination. 
In both the cases, assassins were apprehend-
ed, leading to the disclosure of the entire plan 
to Pakistani authorities.  The Press Release 
primarily drafted for consumption of the me-
dia ended with a safe, calibrated and measured 
customary response, where it condemned 
India, charged it for breaking the united na-
tion Charter, violating the sovereignty and 
integrity of Pakistan and international diplo-
matic norms, and calling on the international 
community for collective action to hold India 
accountable. However,  it fell short of outlin-
ing Pakistan’s concrete counteractions.  While 

behind closed doors, the government must be 
thinking of adopting a firm and strategic ap-
proach, drawing inspiration from the responses 
of Canada and the united States to similar inci-
dents and giving a befitting response to India. 
Though the diplomatic relations between India 
and Pakistan have already been downgraded, 
however, similar to Canada’s expulsion of the 
Indian Ambassador and reduction of diplomat-
ic ties, Pakistan may be considering diplomatic 
measures to register its protest. 
Pakistan-India economic ties have already been 
downgraded, and this development has impeded 
any possible efforts through formal or informal 
channels to reconnect any meaningful trade, invest-
ment and business ties. 
Pakistan must be actively engaging with the in-
ternational community, particularly through the 
united nations and other multilateral forums, to 
raise awareness and seek support for holding India 
accountable for its actions. This could involve filing 
formal complaints or seeking resolutions condemn-
ing India’s violation of Pakistan’s sovereignty.
The Pakistani ISI (Inter-Services Intelligence) on 
its part must be conducting thorough investigations 
to uncover any other instances of foreign interfer-
ence or covert operations on Pakistani soil. This 
could involve strengthening counterintelligence 
measures and monitoring suspicious activities 
more closely and developing appropriate, propor-
tional and effective countermeasures as deterrent 
to any such attack in future. While maintaining re-
straint and prioritizing de-escalation, the Pakistani 
armed forces must have already increased vigilance 
and readiness to defend the country’s sovereignty 
against potential threats or provocations. This may 
have included enhancing border security, and main-
taining preparedness to respond effectively to any 
hostile actions, similar to the responses against 
past airspace violations by India, Iran, and Afghan-
istan.  Pakistan’s response should be calculated, 
strategic, and focused on exposing India’s miscon-
duct on the international stage while ensuring the 
protection of Pakistan’s national interests and se-
curity besides increasing collaboration with allied 
nations and multiplying diplomatic efforts aimed at 
garnering support and achieving accountability for 
India’s extrajudicial actions.

– Press Secretary to the President(Rtd)
Former Press Minister at Embassy 

of Pakistan to France 
Former MD, SRBC

O PPOSITIOn parties in Russia operate within a 
challenging political landscape dominated by 
the ruling united Russia party and President 

Vladimir Putin’s administration. Despite attempts at plu-
ralism, opposition parties often face significant obsta-
cles such as limited media access, restrictive legislation 
on political activity and occasional harassment of activ-
ists. Prominent opposition figures like Alexei navalny 
have garnered international attention for their anti-cor-
ruption campaigns and calls for political reform but they 
face substantial barriers to electoral success. Efforts to 
enact meaningful political reforms in Russia have been 
met with mixed results with some limited measures 
introduced to enhance transparency and accountabili-
ty in government. However, broader systemic changes 
remain elusive as the Kremlin maintains a tight grip 
on power and resists substantial shifts towards greater 
democratization. The future of opposition politics and 
political reforms in Russia hinges on complex dynamics 
between state controls societal demands for change and 
international pressure for respect of democratic norms.
As a prominent Russian opposition leader and anti-cor-
ruption activist, Alexei navalny has gained international 
recognition for his outspoken criticism of the Russian 
government under President Vladimir Putin. He born 
on June 4, 1976 and grew up in Russia and initially 
pursued a legal career. However his experiences with 
corruption and injustice in the country led him to be-
come a vocal advocate for political reform. navalny’s 
activism gained momentum in the late 2000s when he 
started blogging about corruption in Russian politics. 
His blog which he called “Live Journal,” became wide-
ly popular for exposing the alleged financial mis-
deeds of Russian officials and oligarchs. navalny’s 
sharp wit and straightforward style resonated with 
many Russians who were disillusioned with the sys-
temic corruption prevalent in their country.
In 2011, navalny played a crucial role in organizing and 
leading protests against alleged fraud in the parliamen-

tary elections. He coined the term “party of crooks and 
thieves” to describe the ruling united Russia party and 
this phrase gained widespread use in public discourse. 
Despite facing arrests and harassment, he continued to 
challenge the government, using social media and online 
platforms to disseminate information and rally support. 
In 2013, he ran for the position of Moscow mayor, fin-
ishing second in the election with a strong showing that 
surprised many observers. However, his political ambi-
tions were hindered by legal troubles. In 2014, he was 
convicted of embezzlement charges, which he and his 
supporters contended were politically motivated. The 
European Court of Human Rights later ruled that naval-
ny’s conviction was arbitrary and manifestly unreasona-
ble. navalny’s most significant challenge to the Russian 
government came in 2020 when he was poisoned with a 
nerve agent known as novichok. After falling seriously 
ill, he was airlifted to Germany for medical treatment. 
Subsequent investigations by independent laboratories 
confirmed the presence of novichok in his system, lead-
ing to widespread condemnation and accusations against 
the Russian government. navalny accused Putin of 
orchestrating the poisoning, an allegation that the 
Kremlin vehemently denied. upon recovering from 
the poisoning, navalny returned to Russia in January 
2021, despite facing the imminent threat of arrest. He 
was promptly detained upon his arrival, sparking pro-
tests across the country. In February 2021, navalny 
was sentenced to two and a half years in prison for 
violating the terms of his probation, a decision widely 
criticized as politically motivated.
Due to critic of the Russian government he faced impris-
onment and was sent to a prison in the Russian Arctic 
after being poisoned the year before. The circumstances 
surrounding his demise raise questions, as the cause of 
death was undisclosed, and the customary practice of 
handing over the body for burial to family members was 
not followed. This deviation from the norm may stem 
from Russian President Vladimir Putin’s desire to pre-

vent a thorough examination of the body by doctors and 
to instill fear in the population. There are two potential 
motivations behind this unusual handling of navalny’s 
death. Firstly, Putin may be avoiding scrutiny into the 
cause of death, and secondly, he might be attempting to 
intimidate and terrorize the public. While it’s conceiv-
able that navalny died of natural causes, the peculiar 
actions taken by the Russian authorities raise suspi-
cions. The narrative takes a geopolitical turn as Rus-
sia achieves success in ukraine, with Putin hinting at 
potential further conquests in the west and north, as 
revealed in his interview with Tucker Carlson. Public-
ly making such threats poses a military risk, consid-
ering the united States is viewed as Putin’s primary 
adversary. Putin seems to gauge a divided u.S. stance 
on ukraine and a potential weariness of the ongoing 
conflict. Consequently, he may believe that by escalat-
ing Russia’s ruthlessness, the u.S. could be swayed to 
abandon its support for ukraine.
The current week presents two strategic moves for 
Putin: the capture of a significant ukrainian city and 
the willingness to resort to Stalinist tactics, blam-
ing the u.S. for compelling him into such actions, 
thereby undermining the u.S. position further. Pu-
tin’s focus appears to be on the united States, and 
he aims to demonstrate his readiness for ruthless 
actions. This calculated move is deemed low-risk, 
as even if it fails, it maintains the status quo while 
sowing discord and destabilizing the u.S. stance. 
While speculative, these observations suggest that 
Putin has carefully considered his course of action. 
Despite the challenges and risks he faced, Alexei 
navalny remained a symbol of opposition to the Rus-
sian regime, inspiring many Russians to question the 
status quo and demand political change. His activism 
and resilience underscored the complexities of dis-
sent in contemporary Russia, where opposition fig-
ures often face suppression, legal challenges, and, in 
navalny’s case, even physical harm.
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SEVILLA: Athletic Club ended a 40-year wait to win the 
Copa del Rey by beating Real Mallorca in the final on pen-
alties 4-2 following a 1-1 draw after extra time here at La 
Cartuja stadium. The Basque side lifted the Copa del Rey 
trophy for the 24th time, behind only 31-time winners Bar-
celona, as they edged underdogs Mallorca. Dani Rodriguez 
sent Mallorca ahead in the first half but Oihan Sancet lev-
elled soon after the break and the sides could not be sepa-
rated until penalties. Athletic goalkeeper Julen Agirrezaba-
la saved Manu Morlanes’ penalty and Mallorca’s nemanja 
Radonjic lashed another spot kick over the bar, with Athlet-
ic converting all four of theirs to triumph. Alex Berenguer 
stroked home the winning penalty to spark wild celebra-
tions among the hordes of travelling Basque support.
Ernesto Valverde’s Athletic, defeated in their six previous 
appearances in the final, brought an era almost to a close 
with a hard-fought win. Having beaten Barcelona and At-
letico Madrid en route to the final, Los Leones were able 
to secure the club’s first major trophy since a domestic 
league and cup double in 1984. “This is incredible, we’ve 
made history,” man-of-the-match nico Williams told TVE. 

“The team worked hard, the fans are always with us and they 
deserve it, I’ve dreamed of this for a long time.” Athletic 
Club, whose players celebrated on a boat known as the ‘Gab-
arra’ after they last won it, will now get the chance to launch 
the barge once again next week. “I’m so excited (for that), I 
am so happy, this is the club of my life,” added the Spanish 
winger, who taunted Mallorca with his dribbling all night.
Mallorca, winners in 2003, had started the stronger and 

target man Vedat Muriqi’s long-range effort was tipped 
over uncertainly by Agirrezabala. In the final for the fourth 
time, the islanders took the lead after 21 minutes through 
Rodriguez’s perfectly placed finish. After Giovanni Gonza-
lez’s shot was blocked and Jose Copete’s effort was saved, 
Rodriguez carefully placed the ball into the top corner, past 
Athletic’s Dani Vivian on the line.
When Los Leones did create anything it came from the 
outstanding nico Williams, and he slotted home after 39 
minutes but was offside. Yuri Berchiche blocked well to 
deny Copete as Mallorca had a sight of goal for their sec-
ond before nico Williams fired into the side netting after 
breaking into the area. Agirrezabala thwarted Canada in-
ternational Cyle Larin early in the second half before Ath-
letic found the equaliser. Again nico Williams was heavily 
involved, sliding a pass into the box for Sancet to gleeful-
ly stroke beyond Mallorca goalkeeper Dominik Greif to 
delight Athletic’s raucous travelling support. A brilliant 
dribble by nico Williams almost helped the Basques take 
the lead but his cross flashed through his brother Inaki 
Williams’ legs, with the Ghana international unable to re-
act in time to finish. Greif beat away a Vivian piledriver 
late on and Gorka Guruzeta headed narrowly wide, but 
the teams could not be split before extra time.

Athletic club ends 40-year trophy drought
Athletic Club ended a 40-year wait to win the Copa del Rey 

by beating Real Mallorca in the final on penalties 4-2 

Briefs
Israel ‘pulls 
out troops’ 

from southern 
Gaza

From PAge 01
Khan said, noting that the 
united States is “dead set” 
against the plan. The White 
House, commenting on the 
partial withdrawal, said it 
was likely to be an opportu-
nity for troops to “rest and 
refit”. “They’ve been on the 
ground for four months, the 
word we’re getting is they’re 
tired, they need to be refit,” 
said the White House’s na-
tional Security Spokesman 
John Kirby. The Israeli an-
nouncement came as its war 
on Gaza hits the six-month 
mark, leaving a deadly trail 
that the International Court 
of Justice described as a 
“plausible case of genocide”. 
Egypt, meanwhile, is pre-
paring to host a new round 
of talks aimed at reaching a 
ceasefire in Gaza and release 
of captives taken by Hamas.

Death toll 
surges to 
33,175...
From PAge 01

Besides the large number of 
casualties and the huge dis-
placement of people, basic 
food, fuel, water and med-
ical supplies have run out 
for the 2.3 million residents 
in Gaza due to the tight Is-
raeli blockade and the mas-
sive destruction of infra-
structure and facilities. As 
the uS-backed Israeli geno-
cidal war on the Gaza Strip 
entered day 184 on Sunday, 
aerial and artillery strikes 
continued to pound and 
target different areas, and 
massacre more civilians, 
mostly children and women.

MQM-P 
slams Sindh 
government..

From PAge 01
mention that street crimes 
have gripped Karachi 
claiming lives of dozens of 
citizens in last few weeks. 
Many have been killed 
while resisting robberies, 
particularly in Ramadan.
From January till March, 
at least 50 citizens have 
lost their lives due to street 
crimes. Meanwhile, six rob-
bers have been killed in 75 
police encounters while 93 
accused were arrested with 
injuries. The MQM-P lead-
er demanded the provincial 
government to increase 
police patrolling in mid-
dle class areas of the city. 
Senator Sabzwari said, “We 
called on police officials 
and Sindh Rangers director 
general, while we will hold a 
meeting with President Asif 
Ali Zardari as well to dis-
cuss the law and order sit-
uation across the province.”

‘Restoration 
of peace top 

priority...
From PAge 01

law and order in Karachi 
by MQM-P leaders, Sindh 
Minister for Department of 
Energy, Planning and De-
velopment nasir Hussain 
Shah Sunday clarified that 
restoration of peace is the 
top priority of the provincial 
government. Earlier today, 
MQM-P leaders Khawaja 
Izharul Hassan and Senator 
Faisal Sabzwari slammed 
the Sindh government over 
the woeful law and order 
situation and said robbers 
have been given the ‘licence 
to kill’ in Karachi, a business 
hub of Pakistan. In a state-
ment on Sunday, the Sindh 
minister said that Chief Min-
ister Murad Ali Shah had al-
ready directed the top police 
officials to restore the law 
and order at all costs. Police 
and Rangers were conduct-
ing “targeted operations” 
to curb street crimes in the 
metropolis, he added. “Sindh 
needs police officers who can 
comprehend the situation.”

Zardari, 
Erdogan...

From PAge 01
which is expected to fall on 
April 10 (Wednesday).  More-
over, the head of state also 
extended an invitation to 
Erdogan, inviting him to visit 
Pakistan. He also expressed 
his best wishes for the presi-
dent of Turkey and its people. 
On March 10, Zardari took 
oath as country’s head of 
state for the second time af-
ter being elected as the 14th 
president with a big margin.

Babar & Co praises 
Kakul fitness camp
29 cricketers took part in the fitness camp in Abbottabad, 

established in collaboration with the Pakistan Army
our CorrePoNDeNts

LAHORE: Pakistan team players have 
opened up on their 11-day Kakul physical 
fitness camp which culminated on Saturday 
terming the experience as “highly valua-
ble” and of “tremendous benefit” for their 
conditioning and well-being as well as team 
bonding. As many as 29 cricketers took 
part in the fitness camp in Abbottabad, es-
tablished in collaboration with the Pakistan 
Army, from March 26 to April 6 wherein 
the players underwent drills aimed at en-
hancing their physical and mental strength 
to prepare them for the on-field challenges 
ahead — most notably home T20I series 
against new Zealand, the away T20I series 
against Ireland and England.
The fitness camp saw the Men in Green un-
dergoing a comprehensive training regime 
tailored to elevate their fitness levels, agil-
ity, leadership, strategic thinking and over-
all performance on the ground.
Reacting to his experience of the train-
ing camp, skipper Babar Azam termed it 
as “highly successful” which proved to be 

“exceptionally valuable” with regards to up-
coming challenges. “This was my third boot 
camp, and with each visit, I’ve gleaned new 
insights [...] This time, our focus extended 
beyond physical fitness to encompass team 
bonding activities and performance-improv-
ing lectures,” Babar said underscoring the 
significance of these elements and terming 
them as a key to collective performance 
to achieve desired results. The star batter 
further highlighted that with the focus on 
physical conditioning, teamwork and men-
tal resilience, the training camp mitigates 
injury risks but also augments both individ-

ual skills and collective team performance.
“I’m confident that we’ll return to compet-
itive cricket as better, fitter and mentally 
tougher athletes, thereby enhancing our 
overall performance,” he concluded.
Elaborating on his time in the 11-day camp, 
all-rounder Shadab Khan said that he has 
no doubt that all the cricketers will return 
with improved fitness levels and standards 
that will significantly contribute when they 
take the field in the upcoming challenges
“The fitter our players are during the sea-
son, the greater our chances of success will 
be,” he noted. Imad Wasim, who joined the 

camp after retracting his retirement from 
international cricket and declared availabil-
ity for the national side after meeting Paki-
stan Cricket Board (PCB) officials, said he 
tremendously benefitted from the fitness 
camp as the “sessions and drills were mark-
edly different from cricket-related training, 
but we dedicated extra hours that I’m confi-
dent will benefit us all in match situations.”
“[The camp] was also crucial from a team 
bonding perspective [...] This closeness 
will undoubtedly play a significant role in 
our performances,’ Imad said.
Meanwhile, fast bowler naseem Shah ex-
pressed hope that post-Kakul camp, he’ll 
return as a fitter and more adept athlete.
Terming it a “once-in-a-lifetime experience”, 
all-rounder Aamer Jamal said that owing to 
the camp’s high altitude, unique training 
methods were necessary to ensure suffi-
cient oxygen flow to muscles which was one 
of the most valuable takeaways from the 
time in Kakul. With his focus on enhanc-
ing his endurance, wicket-keeper batter 
Azam Khan said that he feels well-prepared 
and equipped to continue working towards 
achieving the required standards.

Dominant Verstappen wins 
Japanese GP in Red Bull

Max Verstappen returns to winning 
ways to lead Red Bull 1-2 in Japan

SuZuKA : Max Verstappen said Red 
Bull must capitalise on their early 
season dominance after romping to 
victory in Sunday’s Japanese Grand 
Prix ahead of teammate Sergio Perez. 
The triple world champion claimed 
his third win in the four races so far 
this year and on this evidence, the 
Dutchman and Red Bull will take some 
stopping once again. Verstappen failed 
to finish in Australia a fortnight ago 
because of a brake issue but starting 
from pole he controlled the race at Su-
zuka from start to finish. “I know there 

will be tracks coming up that might 
not be so favourable for us,” said Ver-
stappen, who took the chequered flag 
12.5sec ahead of the Mexican Perez. 
“But then of course when we do get 
to the tracks where we can be quick, 
we have to really take advantage of it 
and score maximum points as a team.” 
Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz, who triumphed 
in Melbourne, was third in dry, sunny 
conditions at Suzuka. Verstappen has 
taken an early stranglehold on the 
world championship on 77 points, with 
Perez on 64 and Sainz’s Ferrari team-

mate Charles Leclerc on 59. Mercedes 
boss Toto Wolff told reporters after 
the race that “no one is going to catch 
Max this year”. “Basically the rest of 
the season now is the best of the rest, 
that’s the fact,” said Wolff. Verstappen 
said this week that Suzuka was one of 
his favourite circuits and he has now 
won the Japanese Grand Prix three 
times in a row. “Of course, Melbourne 
felt like a bit of a hiccup,” he said. “But 
what we did today was what we want 
to do, and that’s what we aim to do 
every single weekend.” Perez was also 
coming off a weekend to forget after 
finishing fifth in Australia. He did not 
complete the race last year at Suzu-
ka but was comfortable in holding off 
Sainz for second. – Agencies

Info 
minister 

rebuts 
Imran’s...

From PAge 01
Last week, the Islamabad 
High Court suspended the 
sentences. However, appeals 
against the convictions in 
the case are still pending. 
A post shared on Imran’s 
official account on X gave a 
transcript of his conversa-
tion with reporters at Adiala 
Jail — where he is currently 
incarcerated — on Saturday. 
Imran claimed that the sen-
ior military leadership was 
“driving the state affairs”. 
The PTI founder, referring 
to a “London Plan” — which 
he has also spoken about on 
previous occasions — alleged 
that it was “plotted with the 
nexus” of the current army 
chief and former premier 
nawaz Sharif, and that “in or-
der to execute it, judges were 
on-boarded, and they were 
appointed by the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence”  The for-
mer premier further claimed 
that he had also relayed a 
message to the military lead-
ership through former pres-
ident Arif Alvi that he knew 
about the so-called “London 
Plan” and that “we are not 
your enemies”. Last year, Im-
ran had challenged the army 
chief to prove any corruption 
case against him and his wife.

Elimination 
of terrorists 
a national...

From PAge 01
Lakki Marwat area of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.  Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari expressed 
his sadness and sorrow 
over the martyrdom of 
DSP Gul Muhammad 
Khan and his two guards 
naseem Gul and Salamat 
Khan who succumbed to 
the injuries afterwards. 
Complete elimination of 
terrorists and destruction 
of their nurseries is our 
national duty. The nation 
is proud of the bravery 
of DSP Gul Muhammad 
and other martyrs. Those 
who sacrificed their lives 
to eradicate terrorists are 
our national heroes. Bil-
awal Bhutto Zardari said.  
Chairman Bilawal said that 
the federal and provincial 
governments should work 
together against the ene-
mies of the country.

Yellen, 
Chinese PM 
express...
From PAge 01

industries fuels production 
capacity, but risks a surge 
of exports at depressed 
prices to the global market, 
undercutting international 
competitors. Washington 
is especially concerned 
about this phenomenon 
in new industries such as 
electric vehicles and solar 
energy. Yellen’s trip marks 
her second visit to China in 
less than a year. “While we 
have more to do, I believe 
that, over the past year, we 
have put our bilateral re-
lationship on more stable 
footing,” she said in open-
ing remarks to Premier Li 
as she began two days of 
high-level talks in Beijing. 
Rather than avoiding hard 
conversations, this has 
meant “understanding that 
we can only make progress 
if we directly and openly 
communicate with one an-
other”, the Treasury chief 
said. Yellen also stressed, 
ahead of talks with Beijing 
mayor Yin Yong, the need 
to engage with local offi-
cials to understand China’s 
“economic future”.

Vehicle 
carrying 
Chinese 

nationals...
From PAge 01

of upper Kohistan and 
Lower Kohistan; director 
security, Dasu Hydropow-
er Project and comman-
dant special security unit 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
within 15 days,” the min-
ister said while speaking 
to the media in Lahore.

ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner Col (r) Kamal Ahmed of Brunei extended a gracious gesture by hosting an iftar dinner 
for the players of the Rising Stars Hockey Club at his residence. It's noteworthy that Ambassador Kamal himself 

is an active member of the Rising Stars Hockey Club. – DNA

Djokovic wants last 
dance with nadal 
at French Open 

LOnDOn :Rafa nadal’s withdrawal from the Monte Carlo 
Masters has cast doubt over the 22-times Grand Slam cham-
pion’s participation at the French Open, but novak Djokovic 
said he is still hoping for a final chapter in their storied ri-
valry. The 37-year-old Spaniard, who has said he expected 
to retire after the 2024 season, returned to competition in 
Brisbane in January, after almost a year sidelined with a hip 
flexor injury, but has not played an ATP event since. “As a 
tennis fan I want him to play at least one more tournament 
before he retires ...,” world number one Djokovic told Euro-
sport in an interview published on Saturday. “We all know 
what he’s done on clay in his career, particularly Roland Gar-
ros. “That’s his goal, we all know that, he’s been saying it. 
For the sake of all tennis and Roland Garros in particular, 
we hope that he can play there. It would be great to have 
another great encounter.” Djokovic will begin his quest for a 
third title in Monte Carlo on Tuesday without coach Goran 
Ivanisevic in his box, after ending his highly successful 
partnership with the Croatian last month. – Agencies
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WARSAW : Poles are set to 
vote in local elections in the 
first test for the coalition 
government of Prime Minis-
ter Donald Tusk nearly four 
months since it took power. 
Voters on Sunday will elect 
mayors as well as members 
of municipal councils and 
provincial assemblies, with 
nearly 190,000 registered 
candidates running for local 
government positions in the 
Central European nation of 
38 million people. Tusk’s ap-
pointment as prime minister 
in December marked a turn-
ing point for the largest coun-
try in the European union’s 
east, drawing a line under 
eight years of nationalist rule 

that set Warsaw at odds with 
Western allies and putting the 
nation of 38 million people 
on a resolutely pro-European 
course. A woman walks with 
the dog in front of the elec-
tion posters hanging on the 
fence, ahead of next week-
end Polish local elections, in 
Szczytno, Poland The broad 
coalition which Tusk leads 
won a majority in October’s 
parliamentary elections on 
promises to roll back judicial 
reforms implemented by the 
last government that critics 
said undermined the inde-
pendence of the courts while 
boosting the rights of women 
and minorities. He has paint-
ed victory on Sunday for his 
liberal Civic Coalition (KO), 
the largest grouping in the 
ruling alliance, as essential 

if Poland is to avoid sliding 
back towards nationalist rule 
under the Law and Justice 
party (PiS).
 “Our dream – once a beau-
tiful dream, and today an 
increasingly better reality – 
may end overnight,” he told 
a rally in Warsaw on Friday, 
before an election blackout 
began. “If someone believes 
that freedom, human rights, 
women’s rights, democracy, 
free economy, self-govern-
ment – that all this is perma-
nent, will defend itself … we 
will lose it all again.”
PiS has repeatedly rejected 
accusations that it under-
mined democracy and human 
rights.
 ‘Yellow card’ With the three 
groups that form the ruling 
coalition running on sepa-

rate tickets, the vote is also 
a chance for Tusk to cement 
KO’s dominance in gov-
ernment. Elections to the 
European Parliament are 
scheduled for June, and Sun-
day’s results will be closely 
watched in Brussels. FILE 
PHOTO: Election posters are 
seen hanging on the fence, 
ahead of next weekend Polish 
local elections, in Jedwabno, 
Poland
Election posters are seen 
hanging on the fence in Jed-
wabno, Poland [Kacper Pem-
pel/Reuters] While Tusk has 
unblocked billions in Eu 
funds that were frozen over 
rule-of-law concerns and 
launched sweeping changes 
in the courts and state me-
dia, he has also faced criti-
cism for not delivering on a 

host of election promises and 
questions over the legality 
of some reforms, particular-
ly regarding the media. For 
PiS leader Jaroslaw Kaczyn-
ski, the local elections offer a 
chance to send a warning shot 
to a government he accuses 
of lying about what it could 
achieve and about the record 
of the previous administra-
tion. “We have a chance … to 
show the authorities who are 
at the helm in Warsaw today a 
yellow card,” he told support-
ers on Friday, in a reference 
to the way football referees 
warn players. Run-of f  votes 
wi l l  t ake p lace two weeks 
later,  on Apri l  21,  in  cases 
where mayoral  candidates 
do not  win at  least  50 per-
cent  of  the vote in  Sunday’s 
f i rst  round.

Poland’s local elections test PM Tusk’s coalition

Briefs
RSF 

paramilitary 
attack on 

Sudan village 
kills 20

KHARTOuM : Sudanese 
paramilitary forces have 
killed at least 20 people in 
an attack on a village south 
of the capital Khartoum, a 
local activists’ committee 
said. The Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) “attacked the 
village of um Adam” 150 
kilometres (93 miles) south 
of the city on Saturday, 
said a Sunday statement 
from the local resistance 
committee, one of many 
pro-democracy groups that 
coordinate aid. Sudan’s war 
between the military, under 
army chief Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan, and the RSF, 
commanded by his former 
deputy Mohamed Hamdan 
Daglo, began last April 15. 
Many thousands of people 
have been killed, including 
up to 15,000 in a single 
town in the war-ravaged 
Darfur region, according to 
united nations experts.
The war has also displaced 
more than 8.5 million peo-
ple, practically destroyed 
Sudan’s already-fragile in-
frastructure and pushed the 
country to the brink of fam-
ine.—APP

Chinese 
Embassy 
hosts iftar 

for the needy 
people in 
Gwadar

GWADAR : The Embassy 
of the People’s Republic of 
China in Pakistan in collabo-
ration with China Overseas 
Ports Holding Company 
(COPHC), the operator of 
Gwadar Port and Free Zone 
organized an iftar dinner 
for the needy families in 
Gwadar. The program was 
organized with the collab-
oration of local volunteers 
under the platform of 
Helping Hand Foundation 
Gwadar. More than 300 
needy people participated 
in the program which will 
continue till the closing 
of Ramadan. They were 
served date, milk, fruits and 
boxes of rice. This is the 
third consecutive year that 
the Embassy and COPHC  
sponsor this program in 
collaboration with Helping 
Hand Foundation, Gwadar 
Pro reported on Sunday. 
Earlier this week, Karachi 
Consulate and Linyi Trade 
city distributed 4000 pack-
ages of rice and cooking oil 
to the local people affected 
by rain. Moreover, following 
the heavy shower, COPHC 
donated canned food items 
to 1000 families.—Agencies

Govt 
greenlights 

“Gwadar 
rail freight 

connectivity”
ISLAMABAD : In a major 
development, the Pakistani 
government has green-light-
ed the mega project “Gwa-
dar Rail Freight Connectivi-
ty” that aims to link Gwadar 
Port with the rest of the 
country, especially the Ba-
lochistan hinterlands. The 
Gwadar Rail Freight Con-
nectivity, under the Gwadar 
Smart Port City Master 
Plan, will reinforce inland 
connections, enhance cargo 
flows, and ensure Gwadar’s 
competitiveness as a new-
ly emerging modern port, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Sunday. It will also unlock 
environmental benefits by 
reducing the logistics and 
transportation carbon foot-
print through train freight 
movement, including cargo 
loading and unloading from 
the sea leg. In this regard, 
Pakistan Railways and the 
Gwadar Port Authority have 
already carried out a de-
tailed survey outlining the 
framework for laying down 
the railway track and allied 
structures.  According to 
the master plan of Gwadar 
city and port, the track is 
planned for construction 
along Koh-e-Batil and the 
Eastbay Expressway.  The 
proposed track will connect 
the berths of Gwadar port 
with the main railway yard 
of Gwadar, which will be 
extended further upcountry.  
For this purpose, the Gwadar 
Port Authority and port opera-
tor have begun vacating the in-
frastructures along the route. 
Following instructions from 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Shahbaz Sharif, the Gwadar 
Development Authority has 
initiated efforts to acquire 50 
acres of land.—APP

Hundreds 
rescued after 

flooding in 
Australia

SYDnEY: Widespread 
flooding in Australia left 
hundreds needing to be res-
cued after a natural disaster 
was declared in regions 
across new South Wales 
on Sunday. Intense rainfall 
at the start of the weekend 
saw around 300 homes 
evacuated in north-east 
Sydney, emergency servic-
es said. Floodwaters had 
caused widespread damage 
across the state in a very 
short amount of time, fed-
eral minister for emergen-
cy management Catherine 
King said. “The new South 
Wales government is contin-
uing to assess the damage 
and understand the impact 
of this disaster,” King add-
ed. Emergency crews had 
performed about 200 flood 
rescues since Friday, said 
state minister for emergen-
cy services Jihad Dib, as 
some regions were left cut 
off by damaged or flooded 
roads. Around 5,000 volun-
teers had worked through 
the night helping those af-
fected, he added. Rescue 
teams evacuate flood-rav-
aged Australian town State 
emergency commissioner 
Carlene York said 60 com-
munity warnings remained 
in place for regions affected 
by the flooding. Disaster 
support had been triggered 
by officials in a dozen areas 
to help cover clean-up costs 
and pay for emergency ac-
commodation. It was the 
region’s seventh flood in 18 
months. Researchers have 
repeatedly warned that cli-
mate change amplifies the 
risk of natural disasters 
such as floods, bushfires 
and cyclones.—APP

Rwanda 
commemorates 
30 years since 

genocide
KIGALI : Rwanda’s Presi-
dent Paul Kagame on Sun-
day said the international 
community “failed” his 
country during the 1994 
genocide, as he paid tribute 
to victims 30 years after 
Hutu extremists tore apart 
the nation. Rwanda was 
completely humbled by the 
magnitude of our loss. And 
the lessons we learned are 
engraved in blood,” Kag-
ame said in Kigali during a 
solemn ceremony to com-
memorate a 100-day massa-
cre that claimed the lives of 
800,000 people, largely Tut-
sis but also moderate Hu-
tus. “It was the internation-
al community which failed 
all of us, whether from 
contempt or cowardice,” 
he said, addressing an audi-
ence that included several 
African heads of state and 
former uS president Bill 
Clinton, who had called the 
genocide the biggest failure 
of his administration.
In keeping with tradition, 
the ceremonies on April 
7 -- the day Hutu militias 
unleashed the carnage in 
1994 -- began with Kagame 
placing wreathes on mass 
graves and lighting a re-
membrance flame at the 
Kigali Genocide Memorial, 
where more than 250,000 
victims are believed to be 
buried. The tiny nation has 
since found its footing un-
der the iron-fisted rule of 
Kagame, who led the rebel 
militia which ended the gen-
ocide, but the scars of the vi-
olence remain, leaving a trail 
of destruction across Africa’s 
Great Lakes region.—APP              
                       

Turkish forces 
‘neutralize’ 6 

PKK terrorists

DNA

AnKARA : Turkish securi-
ty forces “neutralized” six 
PKK terrorists in north-
ern Iraq, the national 
Defense Ministry said on 
Sunday. The terrorists 
were targeted in the Met-
ina and Gara regions via 
airstrikes, the ministry 
said on X. “Our heroic 
Turkish Armed Forces 
will continue to destroy 
terrorist hideouts with 
perseverance and determi-
nation,” it added. Turkish 
authorities use the term 
“neutralized” to imply the 
terrorists in question sur-
rendered or were killed or 
captured. PKK terrorists 
often hide out across the 
border in northern Iraq to 
plot terror attacks in Tür-
kiye. In its nearly 40-year 
terror campaign against 
Türkiye, the PKK-listed as 
a terrorist organization by 
Türkiye, the uS, and Eu-
has been responsible for 
the deaths of over 40,000 
people, including women, 
children, and infants.

Ukraine’s Zelensky warns of 
dwindling air defense missiles
President Volodymyr Zelensky, who has been appealing to allies for weeks to rush in more air defenses

News DesK

KYIV: ukraine could run out of air 
defense missiles if Russia keeps 
up its intense long-range bomb-
ing campaign, President Volody-
myr Zelensky warned in remarks 
aired. The ukrainian leader’s 
starkest warning to date of the 
deteriorating situation faced by 
his country’s air defenses follows 
weeks of Russian strikes on the 
energy system, towns and cities 
using a broad arsenal of missiles 
and drones. “If they keep hitting 
(ukraine) every day the way 
they have for the last month, we 
might run out of missiles, and the 
partners know it,” he said in an 
interview that aired on ukraini-
an television. Zelensky, who has 

been appealing to allies for weeks 
to rush in more air defenses, said 
that ukraine had enough stock-
piles to cope for the moment, 
but that it was already having to 
make difficult choices about what 
to protect. He singled out in par-
ticular the need for Patriot air 
defense systems and said ukraine 
needed 25 of them. The sophisti-
cated uS air defense system has 
been vital during Russian attacks 
with ballistic and hypersonic mis-
siles which can hit targets within 
a matter of minutes.
His remarks followed a fresh spate 
of attacks that ukrainian officials 
said killed civilians. Two Russian 
missile and drone strikes, one in 
the early hours of Saturday and 
a second in the afternoon, killed 
eight people and wounded at least 

10 more people in northeastern 
Kharkiv, ukraine’s second larg-
est city. In the eastern region of 
Donetsk, artillery shelling killed 
four people in the village of 
Kurakhivka including a 38-year-
old woman and her 16-year-old 
daughter, and a 25-year-old man 
in the village of Krasnohorivka 
was killed, while in Odesa in 
the south, a missile strike killed 
one civilian. ukraine’s largest 
private power company DTEK 
says the strikes had hit 80 per-
cent of its generating capacity 
and the grid has introduced 
rolling blackouts to stabilize the 
system.  ’WE WILL AGREE TO 
AnY OPTIOnS’ The battlefield 
momentum has moved against 
ukraine in recent months as 
Kyiv grappled with a slowdown 

in military assistance from the 
West and in particular from the 
united States. “The situation 
is difficult, but nevertheless 
stabilized. The enemy does not 
advance: when it takes steps 
forward, ours repel (them), and 
it retreats. On the contrary, our 
guys are taking some steps for-
ward,” he said.
Zelensky said he still believed 
that a major aid package would 
be approved by Congress where 
it has been stuck in delibera-
tions since late last year facing 
determined Republican opposi-
tion. “I still believe that we can 
get a positive vote in the unit-
ed States Congress,” he said. 
Asked by the interviewer about 
the possibility of ukraine receiv-
ing the package in the form of a 

loan, he said: “We will agree to 
any options.”
He added that some artillery 
shells were being supplied to 
ukraine under foreign initia-
tives that he did not name and 
that they were being used for 
defensive operations.
“We don’t have shells for coun-
teroffensive actions, as for the 
defense — there are several in-
itiatives, and we’re receiving 
weapons,” he said. The inter-
view was recorded next to a 
military fortification in north-
eastern Chernihiv region, which 
borders Russia.
It was not clear exactly which 
day the interview was recorded, 
but Zelensky met with a bipar-
tisan group of members of Con-
gress in the region on Friday.
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uK FM warns of ‘real’ 
Gaza famine threat
Cameron said Britain was working with the 

united States, Cyprus and others to set up a “new 
temporary pier off the coast of Gaza to get aid

web DesK

LOnDOn: London: Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary Da-
vid Cameron on Sunday 
warned the “prospect of 
famine is real” in Gaza, 
as a Royal navy ship 
headed to the Mediter-
ranean to help set up a 
maritime aid corridor.
Cameron said Britain 
was working with the 
united States, Cyprus 
and others to set up a 
“new temporary pier off 
the coast of Gaza to get 
aid in as quickly and se-
curely as possible.”
“We need to continue 
to explore all options, 
including by sea and air, 
to ease the desperate 
plight of some of the 
world’s most vulnerable 
people,” he said.
Cyprus has vowed to 
continue with the hu-
manitarian corridor de-
spite the killing in an 
Israeli strike of seven 
aid workers unloading 
aid in the war-ravaged 
Palestinian territory.

The seven workers, in-
cluding three Britons, 
from the World Central 
Kitchen (WCK) charity 
died Monday as they left 
a warehouse having un-
loaded aid delivered by 
ship.
The uK also announced 
£9.7m for aid, equip-
ment and expertise to 
help set up the maritime 
corridor from Cyprus to 
Gaza.
A first vessel, organized 
by the Spanish charity 
Open Arms and WCK, 
successfully delivered 
its cargo to Gaza on 
March 15 using the cor-
ridor. The second left 
Cyprus on March 30.
Cypriot President nikos 
Christodoulides said 
Monday that prepara-
tions were underway for 
a third voyage and Cy-
prus was coordinating 
with the united States, 
which has sent military 
engineers to build a 
port in Gaza to facilitate 
aid deliveries.
With the situation in 
Gaza increasingly dire, 

donors have pursued 
alternatives including 
airdrops and maritime 
shipments.
But aid groups have 
been critical saying 
airdrops and maritime 
deliveries cannot make 
up for the lack of aid be-
ing delivered overland, 
which is at a fraction 
of its pre-war levels ac-
cording to the un.
The Gaza war broke out 
on October 7 with an un-
precedented attack by 
Hamas militants into Is-
rael that resulted in the 
deaths of 1,170 people, 
mostly civilians, Israeli 
figures show.
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
militants also took more 
than 250 hostages, and 
129 remain in Gaza, in-
cluding 34 who the army 
says are dead.
Israel’s retaliatory of-
fensive has killed at 
least 33,137 people in 
Gaza, mostly women 
and children, according 
to the health ministry 
in the Hamas-run terri-
tory.

nAB asks victims 
 to submit 

compensation claims
Contact details for inquiries 
include Fax: 051-9220832, 

Phone: 051-9222064, and email: 
rawalpindi@nab.gov.pk

ISLAMABAD : The national Accountability Bureau 
(nAB) has instructed individuals robbed by AAA Associates 
to submit their compensation claims to the nAB Rawalpindi 
bureau within the next two weeks. Those who have already 
submitted claims are advised not to resubmit their applica-
tions. According to nAB, Rawalpindi sources, the Bureau 
was investigating the allegations of extortion of money, fraud, 
cheating, and false promises perpetrated by individuals such 
as Fawad Bashir, Shahzad Ali Kayani, and others from AAA As-
sociates, targeting the general public. The Bureau is probing 
allegations of money extortion, fraud, cheating and false prom-
ises perpetrated by individuals like Fawad Bashir, Shahzad Ali 
Kayani, and others associated with AAA Associates. Their al-
leged activities, centered at office no. 20121 on the Second 
Floor of the Business Centre in Bahria Town, Rawalpindi, have 
targeted the general public. The nAB has asked individuals de-
ceived by AAA Associates with false promises to submit their 
claims for the return of their stolen money. These individuals 
are required to provide supporting documentation, including a 
copy of their Computerized national Identity Card (CnIC) and 
receipts, either via post or email within next fifteen days. This 
will enable the commencement of legal proceedings against 
the culprits. Victims are asked to submit their claims, along 
with required documents, to the office of the Director Gener-
al, nAB Rawalpindi, the Investigation Officer at Investigation 
Wing-II, national Accountability Bureau (Rawalpindi), situated 
at Melody, Islamabad, G-6, Civic Centre. Contact details for 
inquiries include Fax: 051-9220832, Phone: 051-9222064, and 
email: rawalpindi@nab.gov.pk. —DNA

Restrictions on 
religious freedom in 
Kashmir condemned

BRuSSELS: Chairman Kashmir Council Europe (KCEu) 
Ali Raza Syed has condemned restrictions on religious 
freedom in Indian Illegally Occupied Kashmir (IIOK) in-
cluding ban on procession of last Friday of Ramadan in 
main Jamia Mosque of Srinagar. He issued a statement 
from Brussels for denouncing locking of the main Jamia 
Mosque of Srinagar on the occasion of Juma Al-Wada 
(Last Friday of Ramadan held on April 5, 2024) by the 
Indian authorities. He said, “Lockdown of Jamia mosque of 
Srinagar is not acceptable” as it is against the international 
norms related to religious freedom. “Putting locks on the 
Jamia Mosque of Srinagar and preventing Mirwaiz Maulvi 
Muhammad umar Farooq from leading the last Friday of 
Ramadan is the worst violation of the religious rights of 
Kashmiri citizens”, he said. He added that it is not for the 
first time, while the Indian government is continuously vio-
lating the religious rights of Kashmiri Muslims and they are 
facing such severe situation since 1947. Chairman KCEu de-
manded the International Community to pressurize Indian 
government to allow the religious practice in occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir. Ali Raza Syed also said, main religious gatherings 
including last Friday of Ramadan and congregations of EIDs in 
occupied Kashmir are banned for many years. Purpose of India 
by such unacceptable acts is to stop voice of Kashmiris strug-
gling for their right to self determination. He said, beside ban 
on the religious and political gatherings, the Indian authorities 
are also involved in brutal crimes against the humanity in the 
occupied Kashmir. “Extra judicial killings, forced disappearanc-
es, assassinations of youth in fake encounters, sextual assaults 
against women etc. are being committed for many years by the 
Indian forces in occupied Kashmir,” he claimed. Ali Raza Syed 
said, not only occupied Kashmir, India is also accused of extra 
judicial killings and murder attempts in different countries in-
cluding Canada, uS and Pakistan. Canadian authorities have 
been actively pursuing credible allegations of a potential link 
between agents of the government of India and the killing 
of a Sikh Canadian leader in British Columbia last year and 
united States also investigate involvement of an Indian of-
ficial in last year murder attempt on another Sikh leader in 
new York.—DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan. Khazar Farhadov  met with Ezaz A. Dar,  
Secretary of the Ministry of Climate Change and Environmental Coordination of Pakistan. Both 

sides discussed matters of mutual interest.— DNA

About 190,000 registered candidates running for local government positions,  
including mayors and councillors

Storm 
Kathleen: 
Scotland 

braces for 
flooding

EDInBuRGH : Scotland 
will continue to face the 
threat of power cuts and 
travel disruption as high 
winds and heavy rain from 
Storm Kathleen persist 
into Sunday. The Scottish 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (Sepa) has 18 re-
gional flood alerts and 43 
flood warnings in place in 
Scotland. They have been 
in force since Saturday. The 
Met Office has also issued 
a new yellow wind warning 
from 9am on Sunday cov-
ering parts of the east and 
northern Highlands, the 
Isle of Skye and the Hebri-
des. It will remain in force 
until 3pm. Winds as high 
as 73mph were recorded in 
Drumalbin, South Lanark-
shire. A previous warning 
stretched from the Scottish 
Borders to just south of 
Stirling. It spanned the west 
coast, throughout much of 
central Scotland, and ended 
just short of the east coast. 
Vincent Fitzsimons, Sepa’s 
flood duty manager, said: 
“Across the weekend, Scot-
land is braced for impacts 
from Storm Kathleen in-
cluding very high winds and 
coastal flooding in western 
areas.—APP
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Islamabad starts work to 
complete 80-km section 
of Pak-Iran gas pipeline
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’s expected 

visit to Pakistan on April 22
ISLAMABAD: With Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi’s expected visit to Pakistan 
on April 22, authorities have commenced the work to begin the construction of the 
80-kilometre section of the Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline from Gwadar to a point where 
it can be connected with the Iranian section of the project. As per the publication, 
citing a senior official of the Energy Ministry, the Inter-State Gas Company (ISGS) has 
already issued tenders seeking the much-delayed re-validation of survey and Front-End 
Engineering Design (FEED) by consultants. The development comes amid the united 
States’s explicit opposition to the bilateral project, coupled with warnings of potential 
sanctions, which has faced a nearly decade-long delay as it was set to be completed in 
December 2014 followed by its operationalisation in January 2015. – DNA

LOnDOn: A former director of the uS State Department’s 
Office of Security and Human Rights has claimed the mood 
in the department is worse than during the Iraq war, on 
account of President Joe Biden’s policy on Gaza.
Charles Blaha told The Independent he had “never seen 
this much dissent,” adding: “I was in the State Department 
for 32 years, including during the Iraq War, and I have nev-
er seen this much unhappiness. It was even worse than 
Iraq. So yes, people are concerned.” Pressure is growing 
on Israel to cease its military operation in Gaza, now in its 
sixth month, while the Biden administration has been criti-
cized for its continued support for the Middle East country.
That pressure has only grown after the killing of seven aid 
workers, including a uS citizen, earlier this month. Around 
33,000 Palestinians are thought to have died in the conflict 
since Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7 last year.
The White House recently approved a new delivery of 
bombs to Israel and is considering an $18 billion deal to 
sell fighter jets and other equipment to the Israeli military.
Josh Paul, who resigned as the director of the State Depart-
ment’s bureau of political-military affairs over “an unprecedent-
ed unwillingness to consider the humanitarian consequences of 

our policy decisions” in Gaza, told The Independent that discon-
tent in the department was growing and he was aware of at least 
seven internal memos critical of the White House’s stance. “I’ve 
certainly heard from a lot of people in the department in recent 
weeks, at an increasing clip, who are just deeply upset, I can say 
horrified, by the way the department is working and moving 
forward on arms transfers in the context of what we’re seeing 
in Gaza,” he said. “My impression is that there are a number 
of people who are trying to push things in a better direction. 
There are also probably a larger number of people who are just 
saying ‘I’m not going to touch this stuff.’
“The absence of a willingness to hold that debate when it 
comes to Israel is not proof of our commitment to Israel’s 
security. Rather, it is proof of our commitment to a policy 
that, the record shows, is a dead end — and proof of our 
willingness to abandon our values and turn a blind eye to 
the suffering of millions in Gaza when it is politically expe-
dient.” Annelle Sheline, who also resigned from the depart-
ment because she “no longer wanted to be affiliated with 
this administration” over its arming of Israel, told The na-
tional: “There were certainly many people inside the State 
Department who are so distraught by what’s happening.”

Morale at US State Dep ‘worse 
than during Iraq War’

Briefs
PPP MNA seeks 
army chief’s 
help against 

crimes 
in Sindh

MATIARI: Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) Member of 
national Assembly (MnA) 
Makhdoom Jameel uz Zam-
an has appealed to Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) General 
Asim Munir to carry out an 
operation to end the crimes 
in Sindh. Speaking to the 
media persons in Matiari, 
Zaman said that crime rate 
had multiplied in Sindh, 
so the army should come 
once and eradicate it.
“The army chief is request-
ed to take action and save 
Sindh from this calamity 
forever. All the stakehold-
ers should sit at a table. 
How long will we protest 
and run movements?” he 
said. Karachi has been 
gripped by street crimes 
claiming the lives of dozens 
of citizens who have fallen 
victim at the hands of crimi-
nals for the past few weeks.
Many have been killed while 
resisting robberies and 
snatching incidents, particu-
larly in the month of Rama-
dan during which criminals 
seem to have been let loose. 
From January till March, at 
least 50 citizens have lost 
their lives due to street 
crimes. Meanwhile, six rob-
bers have been killed in 75 
police encounters while 93 
accused were arrested with 
injuries. – Agencies

FBR surpasses 
tax targets 
with SIFC’s 

support
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) has 
exceeded its tax collection 
goals for the third quarter of 
the current fiscal year. With 
a total collection of Rs6.710 
trillion, surpassing the set 
target of Rs6.707 trillion by 
Rs3 billion, the FBR is on 
track to meet the govern-
ment’s annual collection tar-
get of Rs9.415 trillion.
This success marks a signif-
icant milestone, especially 
considering that the current 
fiscal year’s target stands at 
Rs2.219 trillion, represent-
ing a 30% increase over the 
previous fiscal year’s target 
of Rs7.2 trillion. The achieve-
ment has been attributed to 
the collaborative efforts of 
various stakeholders, nota-
bly the Special Investment 
Facilitation Council (SIFC), 
which played a pivotal 
role in facilitating invest-
ment and streamlining tax 
collection processes.
However, challenges re-
main, particularly concern-
ing the implementation of 
the FBR restructuring plan 
aimed at boosting the tax-
to-GDP ratio to 15%. Legal 
hurdles impeding the plan’s 
execution are being actively 
addressed to ensure its suc-
cessful implementation.

KP CM calls 
for innovation 
in agri sector

shAmim shAhiD

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Chief Minister 
Ali Amin Gandapur on 
Sunday called for innova-
tion in the agriculture sec-
tor. According to details, 
CM Gandapur chaired a 
meeting of the agriculture 
department. The chief 
minister emphasised the 
need for rolling out mod-
ern farming technology. 
The field of research in ag-
riculture should be aligned 
with modern requirements. 
CM Gandapur stressed 
the need for accumulating 
facts and figures in line 
with the agricultural lands 
from across the province.  
Few days back, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa CM Gandapur 
called for providing full fa-
cilities to investors.
CM Gandapur chaired a 
meeting of the housing 
department. On this oc-
casion, matters in line 
with the public and new 
housing schemes were 
discussed.  The matters in 
connection with the uplift 
of private investors in the 
field of housing were also 
discussed. Expressing his 
thoughts, CM Gandapur 
was of the view that em-
ployment opportunities 
can be created by elevat-
ing the field of housing.

Russia-
friendly 
elected 
Slovak 

president
MOSCOW: Populist Peter Pel-
legrini has been elected pres-
ident of Slovakia, succeeding 
the liberal Zuzana Caputova. 
Mr Pellegrini, 48, defeated the 
pro-Western Ivan Korčok, a for-
mer diplomat, with 53% of the 
vote. A former prime minister, 
he is an ally of Prime Minister 
Robert Fico, and shares the 
PM’s dovish attitude towards 
Russia. Mr Fico and his allies 
now control Slovakia’s parlia-
ment, government, and soon 
the president’s office.
Slovakia had been one of 
ukraine’s staunchest allies 
before Mr Fico came to pow-
er in October on a pledge to 
halt supplies of Slovak Army 
military stocks to Kyiv. With 
Mr Pellegrini replacing Mrs 
Caputova, ukraine has now 
definitively lost a voice of sup-
port in an Eu and nato capital. 
Mr Fico has called for an end 
to Western military support 
for ukraine, an immediate 
ceasefire, and peace talks 
with Moscow. He said recently 
President Vladimir Putin had 
been “unfairly demonised” 
and argued admitting ukraine 
to nato would mark the begin-
ning of a third world war.
Mr Pellegrini’s campaign ech-
oed some of that Moscow-friend-
ly rhetoric, accusing Mr Korčok 
of being a warmonger who 
would send Slovak soldiers to 
fight in ukraine - a constitution-
al power the president does not 
have. Mr Pellegrini vowed “to 
ensure that Slovakia remains 
on the side of peace and not 
on the side of war”. “You don’t 
have to worry that the Presi-
dential Palace, as it has been for 
the last 10 years, will become a 
centre of oppositional, oppor-
tunistic power that will harm 
govt, that will harm the state 
abroad and will rejoice in the 
failures of the Slovak govern-
ment,” he said. – Agencies

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad     Ph: 051-2266165,    Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com

Austrian envoy calls for 
women empowerment
Empowering Artisans: Serena Hotels and Behbud 
Association Collaborate for Cultural Celebration

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Serena Hotels under the 
Cultural Diplomacy initiative collaborat-
ed with Behbud Association to jointly or-
ganize the two-day Handicraft Eid Bazaar 
to support women artisans from all over 
Pakistan and to foster their economic em-
powerment.  The chief guest of the event, 
the Ambassador of Austria H.E. Andrea 
Wicke, who inaugurated the Eid Bazaar 
said, this is a way to celebrate the artist-
ry and creativity of home-based workers. 
I understand the dedicational passion re-
quired to create beautiful pieces of art; 
therefore, I am particularly delighted to 
witness the exquisite craftsmanship on 
this event and I extend my heartful grat-
itude to Behbud and Serena Hotels for 
organizing such a beautiful event to pro-
mote women empowerment.
The two-day bazaar aimed to celebrate 
the strength and creativity of home-based 
workers and women artisans across Pa-
kistan, who continue in crafting remark-
able artifacts despite facing challenging 

circumstances. Guests were treated to 
a diverse array of traditional crafts and 
needlework originating from various re-
gions of Pakistan, including Ralli, Hand & 
Machine Embroidery, Kantha, Chikanka-
ri, Block Printing, Smocking, Cutwork, 
Cross-stitch, Taarkashi, Phulkari, Cro-
chet, Knitting, and more. The artisans 
graced the stalls, offering live demonstra-
tions of their craft and techniques. The 
exhibition attracted many visitors, who 
thoroughly enjoyed exploring the intri-
cate craftsmanship on display.
The President of Behbud Association 
Ms. Abida Malik said, Behbud has been 
steadily working in the pursuit of the 
economic empowerment of the women 
from the most overlook communities of 
Pakistan. Over the years, it has touched 
the life of thousands of women and their 
families in a very positive way. By invest-
ing in women, we invest in the future of 
our communities and our country. We 
recognize the immense potential and 
talent that women possess, and it is our 
mission to create an environment where 
they can succeed. Serena Hotels, re-

nowned for its support of cultural pres-
ervation and community empowerment, 
provided invaluable support for these 
initiatives. The collaboration with Beh-
bud Association highlights their ongoing 
commitment to uplifting local artisans 

and celebrating Pakistan's rich heritage. 
By hosting events such as the Handicraft 
Bazaar, Serena Hotels actively promotes 
sustainable tourism while showcasing 
the talents of home-based workers and 
women artisans to a global audience.

No Israeli 
embassy is safe 
anymore: Iran

“The resistance front is ready; how 
it (the response) will be, we have 
to wait,” Safavi said, noting that 
“confronting this brutal regime 
is a legal and legitimate right”

TEHRAn: An adviser to Iran’s supreme leader warned on 
Sunday that Israeli embassies are “no longer safe” after a 
strike in Syria which Tehran blamed on Israel killed seven 
Revolutionary Guards members. “The embassies of the Zi-
onist regime are no longer safe,” Yahya Rahim Safavi, sen-
ior adviser to Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, was quoted as say-
ing by the ISnA news agency. Tehran has vowed to avenge 
Monday’s air strike on Damascus that levelled the Iranian 
embassy’s consular annex, killing seven Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC) members including two generals.
“The resistance front is ready; how it (the response) will 

be, we have to wait,” Safavi said, noting that “confronting 
this brutal regime is a legal and legitimate right”. He also 
noted that multiple Israeli embassies around the region 
“have been shuttered”. There was no immediate comment 
from Israel. Monday’s attack, which Britain-based war mon-
itor the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said killed 16 
people, was the fifth raid on Syria in a week blamed on 
Israel. Among the dead were generals Mohammad Reza 
Zahedi and Mohammad Hadi Haji Rahimi who were senior 
commanders in the Quds Force, the IRGC’s foreign opera-
tions arm. Zahedi, 63, had held several commands during a 
career spanning more than 40 years.
He was the most senior Iranian soldier killed since a unit-
ed States missile strike at Baghdad airport in 2020 killed 
Quds Force chief General Qasem Soleimani.
Monday’s strike in Damascus took place against the back-
drop of Israel’s military campaign in Gaza, which began 
with Hamas’s October 7 attack on Israel which killed 1,170 
people, according to Israeli officials.
Tehran backs Hamas but has denied any direct involve-
ment in the attack which sparked massive Israeli retal-
iation against the Gaza Strip. According to the health 
ministry in Gaza, at least 33,175 people have been killed 
during six months of bombardment. Iran does not rec-
ognise Israel, and the two countries have fought a shad-
ow war for years. The Islamic republic accuses Israel of 
having carried out a wave of sabotage attacks and assas-
sinations targeting its nuclear programme. – Agencies

Russia's FM to Visit China

MOSCOW: Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov will 
visit China on Monday and Tuesday to discuss the war 
in ukraine and the deepening partnership between Mos-
cow and Beijing. Talks between Lavrov and Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi, who extended the invitation to 
the Russian minister, will include bilateral cooperation 
as well as "hot topics", such as the crisis in ukraine and 
the Asia-Pacific, the Russian Foreign Ministry said.
Reuters reported last month that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin will travel to China in May for talks with 

Chinese President Xi Jinping, in what could be the Kremlin 
chief's first overseas trip of his new presidential term.
China and Russia declared a "no limits" partnership 
in February 2022 when Putin visited Beijing just 
days before he sent tens of thousands of troops into 
ukraine, triggering the deadliest land war in Eu-
rope since World War Two.
The united States casts China as its biggest competi-
tor and Russia as its biggest nation-state threat, while 
uS President Joe Biden argues that this century will 
be defined by an existential contest between democra-
cies and autocracies. Putin and Xi share a broad world 
view, which sees the West as decadent and in decline 
just as China challenges uS supremacy in everything 
from quantum computing and synthetic biology to es-
pionage and hard military power.
China-Russian trade hit a record of $240.1 billion 
in 2023, up 26.3% from a year earlier, according to 
Chinese customs data. Chinese shipments to Russia 
jumped 46.9% in 2023 while imports from Russia 
rose 13%. China-united States trade fell 11.6% to 
$664.5 billion in 2023, according to the Chinese 
customs data. –Agencies


