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deliveries

IMF ‘okays’ 
$1.1 billion 

loan tranche 
for Pakistan
Pakistan will 

get the tranche 
this week

 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF) Executive Board 
has approved a $1.1 billion 
loan for Pakistan as the last 
tranche under the $3 bil-
lion Stand-by Arrangement 
(SBA), sources told. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of 
Finance sources, the IMF 
will soon issue an official 
statement regarding the 
approval. The third and fi-
nal tranche was approved 
after the IMF Executive 
Board meeting that dis-
cussed Pakistan’s request 
for the release of funds.  
The global lender has al-
ready granted Pakistan 
$1.9 billion under the 
agreement. In his first 
meeting with the IMF 
chief since his re-election, 
PM Shehbaz discussed Pa-
kistan entering into anoth-
er IMF programme. 

IslamabadPOST

Justice Sattar 
declines to recuse 
from the bench

Court reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court 
Monday fined three government depart-
ments Rs500,000 each while dismiss-
ing their petitions regarding the bench 
hearing the audio leaks case. The court 
also hinted that contempt of court pro-
ceedings may also be initiated against 
the authorities of the said departments 
which include Pakistan Electronic Media 
Regulatory Authority (PEMRA), Pakistan 
Telecommunication Authority (PTA) and 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA).
The separate petitions were filed by the 
three aforementioned departments as well 
as the Intelligence Bureau, whose Joint Di-
rector General Tariq Mehmood has been 
summoned by the court on the next hear-
ing of the case. At least four government 
departments filed separate applications 
with the IHC in the audio leaks case to 
request that the matter be placed before 
the same bench of the court that has al-
ready decided a similar issue.
The applicants said that the petitions of 
Bushra Bibi, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
founder Imran Khan’s wife, and former 
chief justice of Pakistan Saqib Nisar’s son 
Najamul Saqib should also be placed be-
fore the bench that had decided an identi-
cal matter in 2021, requesting recusal of 
Justice Babar Sattar to avoid any differing 
decision. Justice Sattar had been hearing 
the aforementioned petitions after the 
matter surfaced in 2023. In the case being 
heard by Justice Sattar, the government 
departments argued in the pleas, that an 
identical matter was previously decided 
by Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kayani in 2021. 
Therefore, they requested the judge’s rec-
usal in the case to avoid a conflicting de-
cision as well as in the interest of justice.

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari conferring the award 
of Nishan-i-Imtiaz (Military) upon the Commander of Turkish 
Land Forces, General Selcuk Bayraktaroglu, during a special 

investiture ceremony held at Aiwan-e-Sadr. – DNA

Throws out FIA, PTA, Pemra’s recusal pleas

Audio leaks case

Briefs

PM Shehbaz, Malaysian 
PM discuss bilateral ties

This was the first in person meeting between 
both leaders since Prime Minister Muhammad 

Shehbaz Sharif was re-elected in March

SpeCiAl CorreSpoNDeNt

RIYADH: Prime Minister meets Malaysian Prime Minister on side-
lines of WEF Special Meeting Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif met Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on the sidelines 
of the Special Meeting of the World Economic Forum in Riyadh to-
day. This was the first in person meeting between both leaders since 
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif was re-elected in March. 
The two leaders have, however, spoken twice on telephone, i.e. on 
March 4, 2024 when the Prime Minister took office as well as on April 
10, 2024 on Eid ul Fitr. Following up on their warm conversations on 
telephone, the Prime Minister appreciated the leadership Malaysian 
Prime Minister and also commended his knowledge of art and litera-
ture – particularly about the national poet of Pakistan Allama Iqbal. 
The two leaders recalled the historical ties between Pakistan and 

Continued on Page 06

World peace 
linked to peace 

in Gaza: PM
DNA

RIYADH: Highlighting the problems 
being faced by the cash-strapped na-
tion, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Monday said that the ‘deathtrap’ — 
debt trap — and soaring inflation posed 
a huge challenge to Pakistan. He made 
the remarks while speaking at the clos-
ing plenary of a special meeting of the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) being 
held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. PM She-
hbaz landed in Riyadh on Saturday for 
a three-day visit to attend the World 
Economic Forum’s Special Meeting on 
Global Collaboration, Growth and Ener-
gy. He was invited to attend the moot by 
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Muhammad bin Salman Al Saud and 
the chief executive of the WEF Klaus 
Schwab. Addressing the closing session 
of the moot, PM Shehbaz said: “There 
is also a problem of inflation and debt 
trap, [whom] I call ‘deathtrap’, [as] all 
this together pose a huge challenge [to 
Pakistan].” Lauding the leadership of 

Continued on Page 06

Shehbaz Sharif landed in Riyadh on Saturday for a three-
day visit to attend the World Economic Forum’s Special 
Meeting on Global Collaboration, Growth and Energy

4 terrorists 
killed in 
Khyber 
Distt.

Terrorists’ 
hideout was also 

busted during 
the operation

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Security 
forces conducted an intel-
ligence-based operation in 
Khyber District, on report-
ed presence of terrorists.
During the conduct of op-
eration, intense fire ex-
change took place between 
own troops and terrorists, 
as a result of which four 
terrorists were sent to hell 
including Terrorist Ring-
leader Qari Wajid  Qari Bar-
yal and Terrorist Ringleader 
Razziq. Terrorists’ hideout 
was also busted during the 
operation and a large cache 
of weapons, ammunition 
and explosives was recov-
ered.  Locals of the area 
appreciated the operation. 
Sanitization operation is be-
ing carried out to eliminate 
any other terrorist found in 
the area as security forces 
are determined to wipe out 
the menace of terrorism 
from the country.

ANAlySiS
ANSAr M BhAtti

I N a surprise move 
Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar has been 

elevated as the Deputy 
Prime Minister of Paki-
stan – a move that seeks 
to relieve Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif of some 
of his administrative re-
sponsibilities or burden 
whatever we may call it. 
However, beyond mere 

delegation, Dar’s elevation holds deeper implica-
tions. It is poised to reinforce Nawaz Sharif’s influ-
ence over governmental affairs significantly.
With Dar assuming the role of deputy prime minis-
ter, Nawaz Sharif, who is anticipated to assume the 
presidency of the party, gains a pivotal channel to 
advocate his vision and objectives. This move stra-
tegically situates him to garner the trust and back-
ing of the party’s supporters and stakeholders. 
Nawaz Sharif’s intervention couldn’t have come at 
a more critical juncture. The party was teetering 
on the brink of disarray, plagued by lackluster per-
formance and internal discord, which threatened 
its very existence in the political arena.
After this significant appointment, particularly the 
dynamics of civil-military relations may undergo a 
shift, seemingly unfavorable for the PML-N. Hav-
ing been marginalized, Nawaz Sharif appeared de-
termined to regain influence within the prime min-
ister’s domain. The underlying motive, it seems, 
was to rectify the perceived ‘insult’ inflicted upon 
him by his exclusion from the prime minister’s of-
fice. By orchestrating the appointment of Ishaq 

Dar as the deputy prime minister, he may have 
sought to settle certain scores. However, politi-
cal analysts caution that the potential ramifica-
tions of this maneuver could be substantial.
Ishaq Dar, a prominent figure within the PML-N, 
harbored aspirations to serve as the finance minis-
ter, a position of significant influence within the gov-
ernment. However, his ambitions were thwarted by 
opposition from international financial institutions, 
complicating his path to securing the portfolio. Ad-
ditionally, strained relations with the Establishment 
further hindered his prospects, ultimately leading to 
his departure from the finance ministry.
The subsequent appointment of Mohsin Naqvi as 

Interior Minister brought further challenges for 
the PML-N, adding to the perception of instability 
within key ministerial positions. Given the pivotal 
role that both the finance and interior ministries 
play in governmental performance, Shehbaz Sha-
rif’s leadership was perceived as compromised due 
to his lack of control over these crucial portfolios.
Recognizing the need to address this power imbal-
ance, the appointment of Ishaq Dar was intended to 
restore equilibrium within the government. More-
over, under this arrangement, there was a potential 
for the finance and interior ministers to fall under the 
supervision of the deputy prime minister, further so-
lidifying the government’s operational structure.

The PML-N finds itself in a challenging position due 
to its close ties with the Establishment. The percep-
tion that the party ascended to power through these 
connections has dealt a significant blow to its credi-
bility. The leadership, especially the Nawaz faction, 
is keen to shed this perceived “stigma” to prevent 
the party from facing extinction. The appointment 
of the deputy prime minister seems to be a step in 
this direction.  Nevertheless, should the party aspire 
to rejuvenate its dwindling popularity, it must take 
decisive action. This entails fulfilling the pledges 
made to its electorate during the campaign period. 
Presently, the plight of the common citizenry per-
sists, with challenges such as escalating electricity 

and fuel costs at the forefront. Additionally, inflation 
looms as another formidable adversary, exacerbat-
ing the burdens faced by the populace. Addressing 
these pressing issues necessitates not only political 
stability but also economic stability; for without the 
former, the latter remains an elusive goal.
The imminent IMF tranche is on the horizon, and 
Saudi investments could potentially bolster Paki-
stan’s economic landscape. However, the specif-
ics of Saudi interest remain ambiguous. While the 
government has proposed stakes in sectors like 
PIA and hospitality, clarity on Saudi preferences is 
lacking. Recent interactions with the Saudi foreign 
minister failed to elucidate their investment focus, 

indicating Saudi Arabia’s indecision.
Concerns loom regarding Pakistan’s law and or-
der and legal framework, posing potential barriers 
to attracting not only Saudi but other foreign in-
vestments as well. Saudi Arabia prioritizes a sta-
ble political environment where all stakeholders, 
including PTI, are aligned. This stance wasn’t 
well-received by certain quarters, evidenced by 
PTI member Sher Afzal Marwat’s allegations of 
Saudi interference in toppling the Imran Khan 
government.  Marwat’s statement aimed to sour 
Saudi-PTI relations but appears to have had limited 
impact. Marwat’s actions suggest he may be trying 
to hedge his bets by playing both sides or perhaps 

that is what most of PTI leaders think about him.
The PML-N, under the leadership of Nawaz Sharif, has 
long been characterized by its contentious relationship 
with the Establishment. So, it’s hardly shocking that 
the party continues to follow this familiar trajectory. 
What’s truly captivating, though, is how the conflict has 
reared its head sooner than expected. To withstand the 
influence of the Establishment demands exceptional 
courage and remarkable efficiency from the PML-N ad-
ministrations, both in Punjab and on the federal stage. 
Given the current context, this endeavor seems 
akin to a Herculean feat, suggesting that neither 
Nawaz’s return to power nor the containment of 
the Establishment’s influence will come easily.

Dar as Dy PM: Nawaz in, Shehbaz down, Establishment out?

Inflation poses huge challenge 

JUI-F chief backs 
PTI's political rights
Blasts the government, outcomes of the 

2024 nationwide elections, parliamentarians, 
bureaucracy, and the establishment

In explosive NA speech 

KhAyyAM ABBASi

ISLAMABAD: In his first speech on the Na-
tional Assembly’s floor, Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man blasted the government, outcomes of 
the 2024 nationwide elections, parliamen-
tarians, bureaucracy, and the establishment 
on Monday. “Neither bureaucracy nor es-
tablishment has a role in the creation of the 
country,” Maulana Fazl said while delivering 
a speech on the assembly’s floor today, add-
ing that Pakistan was created through a dem-
ocratic struggle and sacrifices but it stood 
nowhere in terms of political and economic 
stability. He criticised the ruling parties, 
saying: “Is this a parliament of represent-
atives of the nation or a setup arranged by 

Continued on Page 06

Sharifs distributing 
key posts within 

family’
The PTI leader censured the 
federal govt for dishing out 

posts instead of resolving the 
issues faced by the people

ShAMiM ShAhiD

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Monday reacted strong-
ly to Ishaq Dar’s appointment as 
the deputy prime minister, saying 

Continued on Page 06

PTI slams 
campaign against 

Justice Babar
NewS DeSK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
vehemently condemned the malicious 
agenda-oriented campaign against the 
respectable Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) judge Justice Babar Sattar on 
social media, demanding the Chief Jus-
tice of Pakistan (CJP) to take notice of 
the unabated incidents of direct and 
indirect harassment and intimidation 
of judges of high courts in order to fix 
responsibility against the perpetrators 
of this organized campaign.
PTI Spokesperson said that the govern-
ment was responsible for this insulting 
and malicious campaign against Justice 
Babar Sattar. He urged that the Chief 
Justice of Pakistan should protect the 
judges from threats and doxxing so as 
they could deliver decisions based on 
law and constitution without any fear.

Italy 
committed 
to support 
Pak: envoy
Minister Cheema 
appreciated the 

longstanding bilateral 
cooperation between 

Pakistan and Italy

SAifAullAh ANSAr

ISLAMABAD, Ambassador 
of Italy to Pakistan, Marilina 
Armellin, during a call on 
meeting with Federal Min-
ister for Economic Affairs, 
Ahad Khan Cheema Monday 
reaffirmed her country’s 
unwavering commitment to 
support Pakistan in poverty 
reduction and rural develop-
ment, technical and vocation-
al training, cultural heritage 
and agriculture.  According 
to press statement issued by 
Economic Affairs Division 
(EAD), she apprised the 
minister of the implementa-
tion progress of the ongoing 
development portfolio fund-
ed by the Italy, including 
special assistance package 
provided in the wake of the 
catastrophic 2022 floods.

Punjab govt 
in touch with 
farmers: Azma

DNA
LAHORE: Punjab Informa-
tion Minister Azma Bukhari 
said on Monday that the Pun-
jab government was in touch 
with the real representatives 
of farmers. In a statement 
issued here, she said that no 
representative of farmers or 
their organizations had been 
arrested across the prov-
ince. She said, “The Punjab 
government is protecting 
the interests of farmers and 
will do the same in future 
as well.” The minister said 
there were three to four or-
ganizations of farmers in the 
country, adding that some 
elements in the disguise 
of farmers just wanted  to 
achieve their political inter-
ests. Azma said that there 
were some seasonal farmers, 
who had actually contested 
elections against the PML-N 
from opponent parties. 

To withstand the influence of the Establishment demands exceptional courage 
and remarkable efficiency from the PML-N administrations, both in Punjab 

and on the federal stage. Given the current context, this endeavor seems akin 
to a Herculean feat, suggesting that neither Nawaz’s return to power nor the 

containment of the Establishment’s influence will come easily

The departments are seeking Justice Sat-
tar’s recusal after a letter by six IHC judges, 
which also includes him, was written to the 
Supreme Judicial Council (SJC), complain-
ing about the interference of intelligence 
agencies in the court’s decision. The judg-
es, on March 25, demanded to convene the 
judicial convention to consider the matter 
of alleged interference of intelligence op-
eratives in the judicial functions or “intim-
idation” of judges in a manner that under-
mined the independence of the judiciary.

Continued on Page 06
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DNA

ISLAMABAD :The Insti-
tute of Strategic Studies 
Islamabad (ISSI), rep-
resented by its Director 
General, Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood and 
the Institute of South 
Asian Studies, National 
University of Singapore, 
represented by Director, 
Dr. Iqbal Singh Sevea, 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in 
a virtual ceremony today. 
This represented the 
beginning of a new chap-
ter, being the first MoU 
signed between the think-
tanks of Pakistan and 
Singapore. In addition 
to Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood and Dr. Iqbal 

Sevea, the MoU signing 
ceremony was joined 
by Ms Rukhsana Afzaal, 
High Commissioner of 
Pakistan to Singapore; 
Mr Muhammad Junaid, 
Director East Asia & Pa-
cific Division, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Pakistan; 
Dr Talat Shabbir, Direc-
tor China Pakistan Study 
Centre, ISSI; team India 
Study Centre, ISSI; and 
colleagues at ISAS. In his 
remarks on the occasion, 
DG ISSI Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood hailed 
the MoU as a crucial 
step towards instituting 
a formal relationship be-
tween the two Institutes. 
He expressed gratitude 
for the valuable support 
lent by High Commis-
sioner Rukhsana Afzaal 

throughout this process. 
The DG ISSI highlighted 
the comprehensive scope 
of the MoU, envisaging 
mutually-agreed agendas 
of research, exchanges 
and dialogue on region-
al, global and strategic 
issues of common in-
terest. He also under-
scored the significance 
that Pakistan attaches 
to its relations with 
Singapore, bilaterally 
and in the context of 
ASEAN. He termed the 
signing of the MoU as 
an important step to-
wards strengthening 
soft connectivity and 
people-to-people links 
between the two sides. 
High Commissioner 
Rukhsana Afzaal ex-
pressed gratification 

over the conclusion 
of the MoU. She men-
tioned ISAS as Singa-
pore’s prominent think-
tank and important in 
terms of connecting 
Pakistan with Singapo-
rean researchers and 
academia. Underlining 
the High Commission’s 
efforts to foster link-
ages between research 
communities of the two 
countries, she noted 
seven joint webinars 
organized earlier in col-
laboration with ISAS. 
She said that the goal 
of these efforts was to 
generate opportunities 
for forging better under-
standing of each other’s 
perspectives. Dr Iqbal 
Singh Sevea stated that 
the MoU between ISAS 

and ISSI signified an 
important step towards 
mutual collaboration. He 
highlighted the inter-dis-
ciplinary nature of re-
search at ISAS in order 
to better understand the 
complexities surround-
ing South Asian security 
dynamics. In this regard, 
he underlined Pakistan 
as an important coun-
try, particularly in terms 
of its role in the Indian 
Ocean region and Central 
Asia.
In his concluding re-
marks, Ambassador So-
hail Mahmood congratu-
lated ISAS on their 20th 
anniversary. The two 
sides agreed to consult 
closely to decide on the 
next steps in this new 
partnership.

Pakistan, Singapore think-tanks sign historic MoU
n his concluding remarks, Ambassador Sohail Mahmood congratulated  

ISAS on their 20th anniversary. The two sides agreed to consult closely to 
 decide on the next steps in this new partnership

ICCI President stresses 
innovation, creativity
 for export promotion

 ISLAMABAD: The Governor of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB), Syed Mehdi Shah and the Chief Minister of 
GB, Gul Bar Khan, called on President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-e-Sadr.—DNA 

ADil ShAheeN

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari has said that 
we have to focus on innovation and 
creativity to boost foreign exchange 
earnings and putting the country 
on road to progress. Addressing the 
oath taking ceremony of Islamabad 
Association of Printing and Graphic 
Arts Industry’s newly elected office 
bearer as chief guest Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari said that Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry will 
fully coordinate with the IAPGAI for 
ease of business and smooth sail. He 
said that businessmen are playing a 

significant role in the development 
of national economy by promoting 
businesses, creating jobs and paying 
taxes, therefore they should be given 
due representation in policy making 
and decision making in government 
entities for the formulation of busi-
ness friendly policies. Earlier he 
took oath from the office bearers. 
Newly elected President Islamabad 
Association of Printing and Graphic 
Arts Industry Sher Mohammad said 
that IAPGAI is determined to coor-
dinate with Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry for the pro-
motion of trade at home and abroad 
for the benefit of the community and 
the country. President All Pakistan 
Anjuman-e-Tajraan Ajmal Baloch said 

that traders community is united un-
der the leadership of ICCI President 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari who is work-
ing day and night for the cause of the 
community. Secretary General Unit-
ed Business Group Zafar Bakhtawari 
impressed upon the traders to join 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry in maximum to get 
resolved their problems. President 
Traders Welfare Association G 8/1 
Nasir Chaudhry, General Secretary 
IAPGAI Asif Bhatti and others ad-
dressed the ceremony, attended by 
a large number of traders.
Former SVP ICCI Khalid Chaudhry, 
Babar Chaudhry, Imtiaz Abbasi, Ma-
lik Nadeem and Azher Iqbal Malik 
were also present on the occasion.

Hashoo Foundation
appoints Haris as CEO

Haris will lead the Foundation’s sustainability 
initiatives and oversee its diverse portfolio of 

development and humanitarian programs

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Hashoo 
Foundation, the corporate 
social responsibility arm 
of the Hashoo Group, is 
pleased to announce the 
appointment of Haris Qa-
yyum Khan as the new 
Chief Executive Officer. In 
his role, Haris will lead the 
Foundation’s sustainability 
initiatives and oversee its 
diverse portfolio of devel-
opment and humanitarian 
programs. As a CFA Cer-
tified professional with a 
Master’s in Management 
Economics from the UK, 
Haris brings over 15 years 
of experience in strategy 
advisory, specializing in 

development economics, 
regional cooperation, and 
green transition strategies. 
His professional journey in-
cludes contributions to the 
banking sector in the UK 
and development projects 
across Asia. Haris’s exten-
sive expertise encompasses 
strategic planning, leader-
ship, project and program 
management, and program 
design and development, 
along with proficiency in 
emergency response. 
In his previous role, Haris 
spearheaded The Asia 
Foundation Pakistan Of-
fice, leading its economic 
growth and regional cooper-
ation initiatives. He focused 
on strengthening bilateral 
and multilateral forums 

through enhanced policy 
dialogue and regional co-
operation. Throughout his 
career, Haris has worked 
with a range of national and 
international organizations, 
including the European Un-
ion, USAID, DFAT, FCDO, 
ADB, Google, and the 
United States State Depart-
ment. Haris has also played 
a pivotal role in establishing 
and strengthening transna-
tional frameworks and mul-
tilateral forums. His exper-
tise in future skills, green 
transition, and sustainable 
development aligns with 
Hashoo Foundation’s val-
ues and commitment to 
fostering a better future 
through environmentally 
conscious initiatives.

MoCC&EC, HEC mull over 
climate change inclusion 
into national curriculum

fAiSAl ShAiKh

ISLAMABAD : Prime Min-
ister’s Coordinator for 
Climate Change, Romina 
Khurshid Alam on Monday 
said the Ministry of Climate 
Change and Environmental 
Coordination was mulling 
over inclusion of climate 
change as part of the na-
tional curriculum with the 
Higher Education Commis-
sion of Pakistan (HEC) to 
start climate awareness at 
the grassroots level.  Prime 
Minister’s Coordinator 
expressed these views at 
the launching ceremony 
of Pakistan’s Roadmap on 
Plastics. She said the na-
tion must cope with climate 
change together as it had 
to learn from each other’s 
experiences.  Romina Khur-
shid said she has demon-
strated zero tolerance on 

the use of single-use plas-
tics and strictly adhered to 
the avoidance of drinking 
water in plastic bottles. 
“Aquatic life is also in trou-
ble because of plastics that 
demands urgent action and 
responsibility of all as indi-
viduals towards shunning 
the one-time use plastics,” 
she said. The Minister un-
derscored that Pakistan is 
among the 175 countries of 
the UN which have signed 
the agreement to eliminate 
plastic pollution. “Paki-
stan is the first country in 
South Asia to launch the 
“National Plastics Action 
Partnership” programme 
of the World Economic Fo-
rum,” she said. The climate 
change is not limited to na-
tional borders, and it need-
ed to be resolved beyond 
politics, Romina noted. 
The society will have to 
take actions unitedly for ad-

dressing adverse impacts of 
climate change on a formal 
war footing basis. Howev-
er, by organizing seminars 
in five-star hotels can be a 
waste of money and not a 
solution to the problem,” 
the Minister noted. Ad-
dressing climate change 
was ne of the Prime Min-
ister’s priorities, and 
therefore under the lead-
ership of the Prime Min-
ister, a committee was 
being formed including 
the provinces of Kashmir, 
Gilgit-Baltistan to take up 
serious interventions,” 
she said. She said the ex-
acerbating onslaught of 
climate catastrophes has 
gripped other regions as 
well as there are floods in 
Asia and droughts in Afri-
ca, whereas solution to all 
these problems has to be 
done on a now or never 
basis.

ISLAMABAD: Lady Health workers administering polio drops during Anti Polio drive in Dark 
clouds hovering over the Holy Shrine of Bari Imam Sarkar R.A in the Federal Capital. —ONLINE 

 

DC pays 
surprise

 visit to THQ 
Yazman

BAHAWALPUR : Deputy 
Commissioner Bahawalpur 
Zaheer Anwar Jappa paid a 
surprise visit to the Tehsil 
Headquarters Hospital Yaz-
man and inquired about the 
patients under treatment.  
He visited various wards of 
THQ Yazman and inquired 
from the patients about the 
facilities being provided for 
treatment. He also inspected 
various departments of Teh-
sil Headquarters Hospital. 
The Deputy Commissioner 
directed that the best treat-
ment facilities should be pro-
vided to the patients. Deputy 
Commissioner Zaheer Anwar 
Jappa also checked the stock 
of medicines in the hospital.
 He said that the cleanli-
ness arrangements in Teh-
sil Headquarters Hospital 
Yazman should be further 
improved and the ongoing 
development works should 
be completed on time.  On 
this occasion, the Incharge 
of Tehsil Headquarters Hos-
pital informed the Deputy 
Commissioner about the 
facilities being provided to 
the patients for treatment. 
Earlier, Deputy Commis-
sioner Zaheer Anwar Jappa, 
during a surprise visit to Te-
hsil Yazman, inspected the 
green belts located at the 
entry points of Yazman city.  
Assistant Commissioner Yaz-
man Mujahid Abbas was also 
accompanying him on this oc-
casion. The Deputy Commis-
sioner directed that evergreen 
and shaded plants should be 
planted to make the green 
belts in the city beautiful and 
lush green and the best land-
scaping should be done and 
beautifully decorated with 
flowering and evergreen 
plants.—APP

PRCS, UN collaborate to  
advance humanitarian mission

DNA

ISLAMABAD : Chairman Pa-
kistan Red Crescent Society, 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Lagahri, 
held a significant meeting with 
His Excellency United Nations 
Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator, Mohamed Yahya, 
at the UN office here on Mon-
day. The meeting marked a 
pivotal moment in the collabo-
ration between PRCS and the 
United Nations, reaffirming 
their shared commitment to al-
leviating human suffering and 
advancing humanitarian ef-
forts.   Chairman Laghari con-
gratulated Mohamed Yahya on 
assuming his new role as the 
UN Resident Coordinator in 

Pakistan, emphasizing it as a 
milestone in the partnership 
between PRCS and the United 
Nations. The discussions at 
the meeting revolved around 
matters of mutual interest, par-
ticularly focusing on resilience 
building in communities and 
effective coordination through 
collaboration between UN 
entities and PRCS programs.
He also highlighted the PRCS 
program collaboration with 
partner organization includ-
ing, IFRC ,ICRC, NorCross, 
German Red Cross,Turkish 
Red Crescent and different na-
tional societies. In attendance 
were PRCS Secretary Gen-
eral, Muhammad Abaidullah 
Khan, and UN OCHA Head of 
Office, Carlos Geha, providing 

a comprehensive platform for 
dialogue and collaboration. 
Chairman Laghari provided 
insights into the ongoing pro-
grams and projects of the Pa-
kistan Red Crescent Society, 
highlighting the historic PRCS 
monsoon floods 2022 and the 
ongoing recovery efforts. 
With PRCS boasting the 
largest volunteer base in the 
country, Chairman Laghari 
emphasized the organization’s 
dedication to serving human-
ity. He underscored the im-
portance of strengthening 
partnerships between UN 
entities and PRCS aligning 
programs and projects fo-
cusing on Disaster Response 
and Preparedness, Health-
care, Food Security.

Business 
community 
commends 

PM initiatives
ISLAMABAD: President 
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (ICCI) 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari on 
Monday lauded the initiatives 
of Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif for strengthening the 
national economy. In a press 
statement, he said that the 
meetings of the Prime Min-
ister on the sidelines of the 
World Economic Forum would 
bring about a positive impact 
on the economy. He said that 
due to the conducive eco-
nomic policies of the govern-
ment economic conditions 
started improving and the 
business cycle was moving. 
He urged the need for broad-
ening the tax base to get 
rid of the debt trap, besides 
creating more fiscal space to 
initiate more developmental 
projects.  During his recent 
visit to Pakistan, he said 
that the Saudi Minister for 
Investment has also assured 
that a delegation of Saudi in-
vestors would also soon visit 
to explore trade and invest-
ment opportunities existing 
between both countries. ICCI 
head urged the need for wise 
decisions and continuity in 
economic policies to achieve 
sustainable economic devel-
opment in the country. 

Court Notice

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry will fully coordinate with the IAPGAI for ease of busi-

ness and smooth sail

Backward areas uplift 
among govt top priorities

ISLAMABAD:Federal Communications Minister Abdul Aleem Khan said on Monday that 
the government’s top priority is the welfare of the masses, and it is using huge funds to re-
duce poverty and unemployment and uplift backward areas of the country. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, he said that the government’s working on upgrading communication, 
education, and health sectors and generating new economic activities. The minister said 
that the government is focused on long-term development projects that will benefit the 
country’s  economy. “This government is sensitive to the aspirations of every section of 
society, saying that cutting-edge communication systems will also become more attractive 
for both domestic and foreign investments. Replying to a question, he stressed the need 
for responsible governance that would not only ensure stability but also embrace reform 
and adapt to changing external environments.—APP

Court Notice



42 
complainants 

get relief on 
orders of Pb 
ombudsman

DNA

ISLAMABAD: As many 
as 42 complainants got 
financial relief of Rs 9.3 
million from different de-
partments on  orders of 
the ombudsman Punjab.  
According to a spokesman 
for the ombudsman Punjab 
office, 42 complainants 
who are performing their 
duties as sentry workers 
in the District Headquar-
ters Hospital Jhelum and 
had been deprived of their 
salaries for the last five 
months, filed a complaint 
in the Office of the Om-
budsman Punjab. Accord-
ingly, Ombudsman Punjab 
Azam Suleman Khan is-
sued orders to the director 
Project Unit, Department 
of Primary and Secondary 
Health Care, Lahore/Med-
ical Superintendent, Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospi-
tal in view of immediate 
payment of salaries to the 
employees  to resolve the 
issue on an urgent basis 
and report to the  Office of 
the Punjab Ombudsman. 
According to the orders, 
42 complainants whose 
cases were pending due 
to various reasons have 
been provided legal relief 
of more than 9.3 million 
rupees.—APP

BJP, its 
proxies 

peddling 
anti-Muslim 

narrative 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National 
Conference President Dr 
Farooq Abdullah criticized 
the Hindu fanatic organ-
ization and its proxies’ 
saying that its organs are 
carrying an anti-Muslim 
narrative in the election 
campaign. According to 
Kashmir Media Service, 
the NC chief taunted Indi-
an Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi for his speech in 
which he equated Muslims 
as infiltrators. Address-
ing a workers’ convention 
organized by In Charge 
Constituency Chanapora 
Mushtaq Guroo. Dr Fa-
rooq said, “INDIA bloc will 
win all six Lok Sabha seats 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
and Ladakh. BJP has de-
veloped cold feet and has 
opted out of the race sens-
ing an imminent drubbing 
at the hands of the Nation-
al Conference.  It is hiding 
behind its proxies but that 
won’t work. Be it Lok Sabha 
elections or assembly polls, 
new records are being made 
due to your hard work. I am 
happy to see your enthusi-
asm but seeing your enthu-
siasm, other party leaders 
develop cold feet.”
He added, “BJP has not 
been able to win hearts in 
Kashmir, decisions made in 
2019 have angered and al-
ienated people in the valley. 
The party has not left the 
field open. Some parties 
are being helped behind the 
scenes by the BJP. People 
need to know who is playing 
this game here. It will be 
known who is conniving 
with whom and who is 
involved in conspiracies 
against J&K, weaken-
ing the voice here and 
helping BJP to suc-
ceed.”

AJK Prime Minister calls 
on President Zardari

Talking to the Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, the President said that AJK was blessed 
with immense potential for tourism and a beautiful landscape, which needed to be fully developed to 
attract tourists.  He added that strengthening AJK’s tourism sector would help in its socio-economic 

uplift as well as generate economic activities in the area

fAiSAl SheiKh

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
(AJK), Mr Anwar-ul-Haq, called 
on President Asif Ali Zardari, at 
Aiwan-e-Sadr, today. The two dis-
cussed the overall situation of 
AJK, besides talking about is-
sues related to the development 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir. 
Talking to the Prime Minister 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
the President said that AJK was 
blessed with immense potential 
for tourism and a beautiful land-
scape, which needed to be fully 
developed to attract tourists.  
He added that strengthening 
AJK’s tourism sector would help 
in its socio-economic uplift as 
well as generate economic activ-
ities in the area. He said that 
Pakistan would provide all pos-
sible support and assistance 
to facilitate investment in the 
diverse areas of AJK’s econo-
my, especially the tourism sec-
tor. The President remarked 
that the youth of AJK needed 
to be equipped with the latest 
skills and education to enable 
them to find gainful employ-
ment, besides contributing to 
AJK’s development. He said 
that Pakistan could assist the 

government of AJK in benefiting 
from the carbon credit markets. 
During the meeting, the Presi-
dent assured his support to the 
Prime Minister of AJK and his 
government. The Prime Min-
ister requested the President 
to visit AJK and address the 

AJK Legislative Assembly.  The 
President also expressed grief 
over the loss of precious human 
lives during the recent rain-relat-
ed incidents in different parts of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 
hoped that the AJK government 
would help the affected families. 

The President also reiterated Pa-
kistan’s commitment to continue 
to extend its moral, political and 
diplomatic support to the people 
of IIOJK till the attainment of 
their right to self-determination. 
While condemning the human 
rights violations and the atrocities 

being committed by the Indian oc-
cupation forces in IIOJK, he called 
upon the international communi-
ty to put pressure on India to end 
human rights violations being 
committed by its security forces 
and implement the UN Security 
Council resolutions.
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Pakistan’s healthcare 
excellence in limelight
DNA

 
ISLAMABAD - In the latest 
Brand Finance 2024 Global 
Top 250 Hospitals report, 
Aga Khan University Hos-
pital (AKUH), Karachi, has 
been listed in the top 100 
Academic Medical Centres 
(AMCs) worldwide. AKUH 
is the first and only hospi-
tal from Pakistan making 
to the top 100 on this list. 
Meanwhile, four other hos-
pitals from Pakistan, Mayo 
Hospital, Jinnah Hospital, 
Combined Military Hospi-
tal and University Dental 
Hospital have scored spots 
in the 101-250 rank list. 

Three Indian hospitals are 
also in the top 100, while 
one is in the 101-250 list. 
According to Joint Com-
mission International (JCI), 
the world’s leading hospital 
accreditation body con-
sidered the gold standard 
in healthcare quality, an 
“Academic Medical Centre 
is a tertiary care hospital 
that is organizationally and 
administratively integrated 
with a medical school.” It is 
important to note that the 
Aga Khan University Hos-
pital, Karachi, is the only 
JCI-accredited academic 
medical centre in Pakistan. 
The Aga Khan University 
Hospital has an almost 40-

year tradition of serving 
the community of Karachi 
and wider Pakistan with the 
highest standards of care. 
AKUH has a strong tradi-
tion of quality. It was the 
first hospital in Pakistan to 
get ISO certified in 2000, 
the first to get JCI accred-
itation in 2006, the first to 
get JCI accreditation as an 
AMC in 2015 and the first 
to get CAP accreditation in 
2017. This latest recogni-
tion underscores AKUH’s 
commitment to exempla-
ry patient care, teaching 
standards, ground-breaking 
research, and extensive 
community service initia-
tives, not only within Paki-

stan but also reaching be-
yond its borders. Renowned 
for its state-of-the-art infra-
structure, cutting-edge 
equipment, and a team of 
highly skilled medical pro-
fessionals, AKUH stands 
out as a beacon of innova-
tion and excellence in Kara-
chi’s healthcare landscape. 
Brand Finance, the com-
pany behind these global 
rankings, is a chartered ac-
countancy firm that was set 
up in England in 1996 with 
the goal to bring marketing 
and finance together. The 
quoted report is the second 
time Brand Finance has list-
ed the Academic Medical 
Centres, globally.

ICT admins 
oversees campaign 

activities
y monitoring the progress, 
addressing challenges, and 

ensuring efficient operations, 
ICT administration aimed at 
to make this anti-polio drive 

effective and comprehensive.
ISLAMABAD: All the Assistant Commissioners of the 
Federal Capital were actively engaging with polio teams 
to ensure the success of the a seven-day anti-polio drive 
which started on Monday in ICT. 
This proactive involvement aligned with the directives 
from Islamabad’s Deputy Commissioner and the Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner East, said the Spokesman of 
Islamabad Capital Territory Administratiin, Dr Abdullah 
Tabassum here. In this regard, the Assistant Commission-
ers from across the city have visited different locations 
to oversee the polio teams’ activities.  At Jinnah Garden,  
Assistant Commissioner Saddar area, Ms Mehreen joined 
the morning assembly, where she discussed the day’s 
goals and addressed  issues concerning polio vaccina-
tions.  She emphasized meeting the targets, addressing 
“not available” (NA) cases, and handling refusals to en-
sure maximum coverage. Meanwhile,  Assistant Commis-
sioner Nellore area, Uzir Ahamd participated in the morn-
ing briefing at I-8 area.  During this session, he reviewed 
the first day’s planning and addressed any complaints or 
concerns related to the polio campaign. Similarly, in the 
Industrial Area,  Assistant Commissioner, Farwa Batool 
checked in on the polio teams at UCG-15, issuing addi-
tional guidance to enhance their operations.  This focused 
approach aimed at  streamline the vaccination process 
and solve any logistical issues. Furthermore,  Assistant 
Commissioner, Shalimar area attended the morning as-
sembly and provided feedback on reaching out to those 
unavailable for vaccination and managing refusals. 
Dr Abdullah said these efforts were part of a coordinated 
approach to ensure that the polio vaccination campaign 
runs smoothly and covers as much ground as possible. 
It is important to note that these visits were part of a 
broader initiative to maintain close supervision of the 
anti-polio campaign.  On the occasion, Deputy Commis-
sioner Islamabad, Irfan Nawaz Memon said the polio cam-
paign was a critical public health effort to eradicate the 
crippling disease, and the involvement of the Assistant 
Commissioners was a key factor in its success.  By moni-
toring the progress, addressing challenges, and ensuring 
efficient operations, ICT administration aimed at to make 
this anti-polio drive effective and comprehensive.—DNA

National 
Days and 

Armed 
Forces Days

April
April 04/Senegal

National Day
April 07/W. H. O.
World Health Day
April 12/Somalia

Armed Forces Day

April 15/DPR Ko-
rea

The Day of the Sun
April 16/Denmark

National Day 
April 17/Iran

Army Day
April 17/Syria

Independence Day

April 18/Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24/Holy See
Anniversary of His 

Papacy of his  
Pontificate

April 25/DPR 
Korea

Armed Forces Day
April 26/Tanzania

National Day
April 27/Sierra 

Leone
Independence Day

April 27/South 
Africa

Freedom Day
April 30/Sweden
Birthday of His 

Majesty 
April 30/Nether-

lands
Birthday of Queen 

COMSTECH linking Chinese 
institutions with OIC World

 
ISLAMABAD: Coordinator General COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary said 
that COMSTECH has started capacity building programs with Chinese institutions 
to link OIC world with the Peoples Republic of China. He was briefing Chinese media 
personnel here at the COMSTECH. Prof. Choudhary informed that the one of 
the root causes of lagging behind in S&T is absence of trained researchers 
and technical personnel’s in various fields of science and technology with 
emphasis on health. To meet this challenge, the Hunan University of Chi-
nese Medicine and OIC- COMSTECH have joined hands to offer technicians 
training on various medical and STEM fields for S&T capacity building. Prof. 
Choudhary informed that the first phase of this program has two components, 
technician training program, and Post-Doc study at the Hunan University. He 
further informed that COMSTECH is in the process of initiating similar pro-
grams with Ningbo University and Xinjiang Medical University. COMSTECH has 
already established a joint program with Huawei Technologies China in the field 
of cybersecurity. Program Manager COMSTECH, Ms. Khazima Muazim briefed 
the audience in detail on the COMSTECH – Hunan University of Chinese Med-
icine Joint S&T Cooperation. She said that the Hunan University of Chinese 
Medicine and OIC- COMSTECH have joined hands to offer technicians training 
on various medical and STEM fields for S&T capacity building. She informed 
that 13 scholars with diverse educational and professional background from 
Sudan, Indonesia, Pakistan, Cameron, Egypt, Kazakhstan and Bangladesh 
have been selected under this program. She informed that special preference 
has been given to female candidates. She said that the training program is set 
to begin in May which encompasses training on NMR, MRI and training in 
Ethno medicine Innovation and traditional Chinese medicine. Technical visits 
will also be part of this training program, she said.—DNA

ISLAMABAD:  A group photo of participants of Face Congress Pakistan 2024 with Dr Wolfgang 
REDKA SWOBODA, an aesthetic surgeon, at Convention Center in the Federal Capital. —ONLINE 
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman of 
National Business Group 
Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and In-
tellectuals Forum, and All 
Karachi Industrial Alliance, 
and former provincial min-
ister Mian Zahid Hussain, 
said on Monday that Mian 
Nawaz Sharif is set to re-
sume the presidency of 
PML-N after a seven-year 
gap. He said this shift will be 
a significant development 
and a welcome change in 
the country’s politics. Mian 
Zahid Hussain said that the 
business community an-
ticipates that political and 
economic conditions will 
improve rapidly under the 

guidance of Nawaz Sharif. 
At the same time, Deputy 
Prime Minister Ishaq Dar 
will work hard to promote 
economic diplomacy. Talk-
ing to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business 
leader said that the false 
cases against Nawaz Sharif 
have met their fate and that 
his presidency will give the 
party more public recog-
nition and a new lease of 
life. Mian Zahid Hussain 
said that the position of 
the PML-N on various vital 
issues will become more 
apparent, positively impact-
ing the country’s politics. 
Along with this, the coun-
try’s economic affairs will 
improve rapidly, and coop-
eration with friendly coun-
tries, especially Saudi Ara-

bia and China, will increase. 
Mian Zahid Hussain said 
there currently needs to 
be more consensus on var-
ious issues in the PML-N, 
which will be a test for the 
leadership of Mian Nawaz 
Sharif. He noted that cur-
rently, the economy is 
suffering, inflation is rising, 
electricity, gas, and oil pric-
es have increased poverty, 
public unrest is skyrocketing, 
and politics is going through 
a period of uncertainty. In 
these circumstances, Mian 
Nawaz Sharif is responsible 
for playing an active role in 
getting the country out of 
these problems. He must 
also balance the relationship 
with other political parties 
and improve the civil-mil-
itary relationship. Mian 

Zahid Hussain also stated 
that Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif had appointed 
Foreign Minister Ishaq 
Dar as Deputy Prime Min-
ister, which is welcome.  
He will be the second 
politician after Chaudhry 
Pervaiz Elahi to become 
Deputy Prime Minister. Ish-
aq Dar is considered very 
close to Nawaz Sharif, and 
his competence in econom-
ic matters is respected.  
The business community 
is optimistic that, as Depu-
ty Prime Minister, he will 
strengthen economic diplo-
macy, which will help man-
age the country’s economy. 
The business community is 
confident that his abilities 
will be fully utilised in 
economic matters.

Nawaz Sharif becoming party 
President a refreshing change

 

Briefs
NPO to 

organize a 
workshop 

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Productivity Organiza-
tion (NPO) regional office 
in Faisalabad is going to 
organize a workshop on 
“Green Productivity for 
SMEs ‘” on Thursday (May 
02) to promote and enhance 
green productivity across 
the country.  The workshop 
aimed at understanding the 
concept and importance of 
green productivity, identi-
fying the areas where pro-
ductivity practices can be 
applied, implementing initi-
atives effectively, and devel-
oping action plans for inte-
grating green productivity 
into SME operations, said 
an NPO document shared 
here on Monday. The work-
shop provides information 
about green productivity, 
assessing environmental 
impact, green productivity 
strategies, initiatives, creat-
ing awareness, and financial 
impact. It also highlights 
regulatory compliance and 
standards, technology and 
innovation, building a cul-
ture of sustainability, and 
scaling up and continuous 
improvement.—APP

Strict action 
against illegal 
construction

RAWALPINDI: The Direc-
tor General (DG), Rawal-
pindi Development Author-
ity (RDA), Kinza Murtaza 
has directed the authorities 
concerned to take strict ac-
tion in accordance with the 
law against illegal construc-
tion. According to an RDA 
spokesman, the DG while 
chairing a meeting instruct-
ed the MP&TE Directorate 
of RDA to make all-out ef-
forts to provide relief to the 
citizens regarding the con-
struction of residential and 
commercial buildings. 
She said that strict action 
should be taken without 
any discrimination against 
illegal constructions, en-
croachments, and commer-
cial activities in residential 
areas.  He said the DG had 
directed the Estate Man-
agement Directorate of 
RDA to work hard to expe-
dite the process of the prop-
erty transfer cases.   The 
spokesman said the DG had 
also given special tasks to 
the officers concerned to 
ease traffic flow on the city 
roads.—He commended the 
management of OPF for 
the successful launch of the 
new academic block at OPF 
Girls Higher Secondary 
School, Rawalpindi, under-
scoring the importance of 
such initiatives in fostering 
educational growth. 

‘China’s 
high-quality 

development 
impressive’

DNA
ISLAMABAD: China’s 
high-quality development 
is highly impressive, said 
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, 
chairman of Understanding 
China Forum and former 
foreign minister of Paki-
stan.  “This is our second 
visit to China since 2019. 
We witnessed with our own 
eyes the latest achieve-
ments in China’s high-qual-
ity development, especially 
its remarkable progress in 
ecological conservation,” 
said Kasuri, according to 
Gwadar Pro. Pakistan is 
firmly committed to work-
ing with China to build 
an upgraded version of 
CPEC and looks forward 
to learning from China’s 
experience in governance 
and development, as well as 
deepening bilateral cooper-
ation in various fields. “Un-
derstanding China Forum is 
willing to continue to give full 
play to the role of think tanks 
in serving government deci-
sion-making and enhancing 
people-to-people exchanges 
between the two countries, 
so as to contribute to the 
development of Pakistan-Chi-
na relations,” said Kasuri. 
Kasuri made these remarks 
in Beijing while leading a 
delegation from the Under-
standing China Forum, a 
Pakistan-based think tank, 
during a visit to China. The 
visit was hosted by China 
Institute for Innovation and 
Development Strategy. Dur-
ing the delegation’s visit to 
Beijing on April 22, Wang 
Yu, Vice President of the 
Chinese People’s Institute 
of Foreign Affairs, met with 
the delegation.  The two 
sides exchanged views on 
China-Pakistan relations, 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor, and other issues of 
common interest.

Urdu fiction 
writer A 
Hameed 

remembered 
ISLAMABAD: The 13th 
death anniversary of the 
legendary Urdu fiction 
writer and creator of the 
famous children’s TV dra-
ma “Ainak Wala Jin”, Ab-
dul Hameed known as A 
Hameed, was observed on 
Monday. Born in Amritsar 
in 1928 he passed his sec-
ondary education in Am-
ritsar. After partition, he 
migrated to  Pakistan and 
passed intermediate, and 
joined Radio Pakistan as an 
assistant script editor. Af-
ter working some years for 
Radio Pakistan he joined 
Voice of America. His first 
collection of short stories 
received popular acclaim 
and made him a recog-
nized romantic short story 
writer. Apart from writing 
short stories and novels, he 
wrote columns for national 
newspapers. He also wrote 
for radio and television. 
A. Hameed has more than 
200 novels on his credit. 
His books “Lahore Lahore 
Aye”, “Ehram-e-Misr Se 
Farar” and “Mirza Ghalib 
Lahore Main” are amongst 
his most popular works. His 
drama “Ainak Wala Jin” was 
popular with children in the 
1990s. Moreover his fanta-
sy series of 100 novels for 
children known as AMBAR 
NAAG MARIA Series was a 
real fame for him. Hameed 
died on  April 29, 2011, at 
the age of 83. —APP

CDNS attains 
Rs 1375 

billion targets 
in fresh bond

ISLAMABAD: The Central 
Directorate of National Sav-
ings (CDNS) has achieved a 
target of Rs 1375 billion in 
fresh bonds and achieved 
80 percent of annual target 
in the current fiscal year, 
from July 1 to April 25. The 
National Savings has set an 
annual target of Rs 1742 bil-
lion for the year 2023-24, in 
which it is encouraging that 
80 percent of the target 
has been achieved, and it 
is hoped that National Sav-
ings will surpass its annu-
al target this FY 2023-24, 
the senior official of CDNS 
told APP here on Monday. 
The CDNS surpassed the 
annual target and achieved 
the target of Rs 1.6 trillion 
in fresh bonds in the cur-
rent fiscal year, he said. 
He said this was an Rs 200 
billion additional annual 
target than the target of 
Rs 1300 billion for the pre-
vious financial year 2021-
22.  “The CDNS has set a 
reviewed saving target of 
Rs 1.4 trillion for the cur-
rent financial year (2021-
22) which will promote 
savings culture in the 
country,” he said.  Given 
the current market trend 
in the country, the ambi-
tious target had been set to 
improve the savings culture 
further, he added.—APP

People without eyesight 
can also lead fulfilling lives

Al-Shifa’s Light House rehabilitated 65,000 people in 15 years

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Al-Shifa Trust said 
on Monday that blind and visually 
impaired people can also become 
productive members of society 
and lead fruitful lives. Over the 
previous 15 years, Light House, 
an initiative of the Al-Shifa 
Trust, has assisted sixty-five 
thousand people in getting back 
on their feet, it said. Speaking 
to media men, the President of 
Al-Shifa Trust, Maj. Gen. (retd.) 
Rehmat Khan said we had estab-
lished a Low Vision Rehabilita-
tion Centre, Light House, Paki-
stan’s first, in 2009. Since then, 
we have served people from all 
over Pakistan to become inde-
pendent. Light House, a modern 
rehabilitation center, is dedicat-
ed to helping people of all ages 
and backgrounds overcome the 
challenges of low vision or blind-
ness, which cannot be further 
treated with medicine or sur-
gery, he said. He said the canter 
had become a robust and effi-
cient low-vision service provider 
as hundreds of patients with low 
vision and blindness get support 
from it to live unaided. Maj. Gen. 
(retd.) Rehmat Khan said that the 
unique facility has enabled people 

with low vision and blindness to 
enjoy safe, independent, and pro-
ductive lives. He said that twen-
ty-five million people in Pakistan 
suffer from low vision and blind-
ness, and for them, the only way 
forward is to get help from spe-
cial devices and counseling. “We 

are striving to provide the latest 
facilities for reading, writing, and 
telecommunication for people 
representing different age groups 
with low vision or no vision,” he 
added. He said Light House has 
separate sections for people of 
different age groups, like the 

senior and junior corners. The 
facilities in the senior corner 
include in-home needs assess-
ments, vision examinations, and 
the introduction of safe, new 
ways to cook and take care of 
the home by providing special 
tools like custom-made utensils 

and magnifying lamps. Besides, 
desktop electronic video mag-
nifiers are available to help the 
visually impaired read the news-
paper, manage their finances, 
lead productive lives through 
mainstream employment, and 
enjoy hobbies. The facilities 
in the Junior Corner include a 
Parent Centre, which helps par-
ents understand their children’s 
problems. Special electronic and 
TV magnifiers and simulators 
are available for pursuing stud-
ies. Moreover, special computer 
software is available that helps 
magnify everything on a com-
puter screen and helps young-
sters learn and play. He said 
we also have an entertainment 
corner with unique gadgets for 
children and a rehabilitation 
corner where various education-
al, social, recreational, and job 
training experiences are offered 
to help youngsters confidently 
enter the practical world. Peo-
ple with difficulty reading, recog-
nizing familiar faces and objects, 
seeing potential obstacles such as 
steps, walls, and furniture, prob-
lems performing routine tasks 
like cleaning, cooking, and eating, 
and those having issues with read-
ing regular fonts can benefit from 
the services of the Light House. 

Country’s economy needs 
Investment, says Atif Ikram

Time is needed to invest instead of borrowing, for which the Prime 
Minister can attract foreign investors in the sideline meetings of 

the World Economic Forum. The President of the Federation, Atif 
Ikram, emphasized the role of the private sector in improving the 
bilateral business environment and said that Pakistan is the best 

market for Saudi investors
DNA

ISLAMABAD: President 
Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries Atif Ikram 
Sheik said that the visit 
of the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan is important in 
terms of investment in 
Saudi Arabia. Pakistan’s 
trade agreements with 
Saudi Arabia will increase 
international confidence.  
Time is needed to invest 
instead of borrowing, for 
which the Prime Minister 
can attract foreign inves-
tors in the sideline meet-
ings of the World Econom-
ic Forum. The President of 
the Federation, Atif Ikram, 
emphasized the role of the 
private sector in improving 
the bilateral business envi-
ronment and said that Pa-
kistan is the best market for Saudi investors.  The private sector is very im-

portant for increasing the 
volume of bilateral trade 
, there are investment 
opportunities in the min-
eral and tourism sector, 
keeping in mind that in-
vestment agreements can 
be made on G to G basis 
with the governments of 
Arab countries.  Presi-
dent FPCCI Atif Ikram 
further said that the im-
provement in the stock 
market has restored the 
confidence of investors. 
Investors from Arab 
countries are trying 
to invest in Pakistan. 
Commercial investment 
and trade exchanges be-
tween Saudi Arabia and 
Pakistan are the most 
important transactions. 
More investorfriendly 
policies are needed to 
strengthen the country’s 
economy.

OPF to establish 
new female 

academic block 
He commended the management 
of OPF for the successful launch of 

the new academic block at OPF Girls 
Higher Secondary School, Rawalpindi

ISLAMABAD: The Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) 
an attached department of the Ministry of Overseas Pakistan-
is and Human Resource Development would establish OPF 
Higher Secondary Girls School Academic Block the govern-
ment’s unwavering commitment to providing quality educa-
tion to the children of overseas Pakistanis.  An official source 
told APP that the construction of a new Academic Block at 
OPF Girls Higher Secondary School, Rawalpindi reflects 
the government’s dedication to meet the educational needs 
of both the overseas community and the general public. At 
present, 710 students including 279 children of Overseas Pa-
kistanis are enrolled in the said school. New Academic Block 
will be constructed on an area of 21057 Sqr. Ft to accommo-
date around 300 more students. The proposed construction 
work of the new academic block will be completed with an 
estimated cost of Rs.99.93 million. The new academic block 
includes classrooms, daycare, a conference room, an art stu-
dio, a medical room, and a cafeteria. Highlighting the align-
ment with the Prime Minister’s vision, he underscored the 
Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Devel-
opment’s relentless efforts to extend maximum facilities and 
assistance to Pakistani expatriates, not only domestically but 
globally. Recognizing the invaluable contributions of overseas 
Pakistanis to the national economy, he affirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to exploring all avenues to facilitate them 
comprehensively. He expressed optimism regarding the pivot-
al role overseas Pakistanis can play in national development, 
leveraging their knowledge, expertise, and global exposure 
for the betterment of the country.  He commended the man-
agement of OPF for the successful launch of the new academ-
ic block at OPF Girls Higher Secondary School, Rawalpindi, 
underscoring the importance of such initiatives in fostering 
educational growth.—DNA

Overseas employment 
for Pakistanis abroad

ISLAMABAD :The Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resource Development 
(OP&HRD) has given the task to the Community Welfare Attaches (CWAs) stationed 
abroad to strategically enhance job opportunities for Pakistanis in the international mar-
ket.  An official source told APP here on Monday that currently, there were 21 CWAs 
posted abroad by the Government of Pakistan.  The main aim of this task was to evaluate 
and improve the progress of CWAs in identifying and exploring targeted demand for 
employment prospects for Pakistani nationals through engagements with foreign 
employers.  This involved the formulation, signing, and execution of Letters of In-
tent (LOIs) and agreements with foreign companies, critical in amplifying the ex-
port of Pakistani manpower. It has emphasized the crucial need for close collabo-
ration between CWAs and the Ministry of Overseas Pakistani and Human Resource 
Development, particularly in sharing information related to employment demands 
abroad and the necessary skills required for those jobs. This step will facilitate the 
design of training programs specifically tailored to the skills demanded by foreign 
companies, ensuring that Pakistani workers are well-equipped and aligned with 
global standards. While underscoring the significance of this initiative, highlight-
ed its dual impact, not only in enhancing employment opportunities for Pakistanis 
abroad but also in contributing to the economic growth of the nation. Furthermore, 
he stressed the essential role of CWAs in catering to the needs and resolving issues 
faced by overseas Pakistanis during their stay abroad.  This comprehensive approach 
is designed to ensure the well-being and seamless integration of Pakistani expatriates 
in their respective host countries. The Ministry of Overseas Pakistani and Human Re-
source Development reiterates its commitment to spearheading initiatives that fortify 
global employment prospects for Pakistanis.  This strategic meeting signifies a signif-
icant stride towards realizing this vision and underscores the Ministry’s dedication to 
the welfare and prosperity of overseas Pakistanis.—APP

IRSA releas-
es 170,200 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Monday released 170,200 
cusecs water from various rim 
stations with inflow of 258,400 
cusecs.  According to the data 
released by IRSA, water lev-
el in River Indus at Tarbela 
Dam was 1454.91 feet and 
was 40.91 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,398 feet. Wa-
ter inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 48,800 
cusecs and 5,000 cusecs re-
spectively.  The water level 
in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1148.35 feet, which 
was 98.35 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water 
was recorded 69,400 cusecs 
and 25,000 cusecs respec-
tively.  The release of water 
at Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded as 
82,900.—APP
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US should be part of 
solution to Gaza conflict

      Musk visit reveals 
Washington’s ‘overcapacity’ 

claim malignancy”R epresentatives of the Palestinian Fatah movement and the Islamic Resist-
ance Movement, or Hamas, met in Beijing to discuss ending the internal 
divisions in Palestine. This latest development, although not confirmed 

by Beijing, not only contributes to forging Palestinian unity but also is conducive 
to defusing the ongoing crisis in the Middle East. Ahead of the meeting in an 
interview with the media on Thursday, Khalil Al-Hayya, a leading member of Ha-
mas’ political bureau, said the movement was ready to disarm and transition into 
a political party that is part of a unified Palestinian government on condition that 
an independent Palestinian state is established along the pre-1967 borders in ac-
cordance with the international resolutions. China has taken a low-key approach to 
the meeting, with the Foreign Ministry simply saying that the country consistently 
supports internal reconciliation among the different Palestinian factions through 
dialogue and firmly backs strengthening the internal unity in Palestine. The meeting 
is a clear indication that China is making every effort to resolve the crisis in Gaza. 
By seeking to facilitate reconciliation between the two Palestinian factions, China 
hopes the political forces of Palestine can show greater solidarity in promoting a 
political solution to the conflict that upholds the legitimate rights and political sta-
tus of Palestine with the support of the international community. With the Gaza 
conflict still ongoing, China is maintaining close communication with all relevant 
parties, actively participating in United Nations Security Council consultations, and 
pushing for efforts to de-escalate the situation and promote peace talks. Last month, 
Chinese diplomat Wang Kejian visited Egypt, Palestine, Israel and Qatar, which also 
included a meeting with the head of Hamas’ political bureau, Ismail Haniyeh, during 
his visit to Qatar. The latest development in Beijing was only made possible thanks 
to a series of such diplomatic mediation efforts. What China has done so far in its 
efforts to resolve the Israel-Palestine conflict, which includes promoting Palestinian 
unity, upholding justice at the United Nations Security Council and calling for an 
immediate cease-fire, stands in stark contrast to those who have constantly fanned 
the flames of the conflict. US President Joe Biden on Wednesday signed into law 
legislation that includes $26 billion in assistance for Israel, the majority of which is 
earmarked for military spending. Turning a deaf ear to domestic and international 
calls for it to press Israel to stop the brutal killing of Palestinian civilians, the Biden 
administration has continued to get blood on its hands by supplying arms to Isra-
el and repeatedly blocking the UNSC’s efforts to call for a cease-fire. Earlier this 
month, it vetoed a UNSC draft resolution to grant full UN membership to the State 
of Palestine despite its alleged support of the two-state solution. To date, more than 
34,200 Palestinians have been killed in Gaza since Israel launched its military offen-
sive against Hamas. The conflict has not only caused a humanitarian catastrophe but 
also spilled over to other parts of the region, dragging more parties into the fray. At 
present, apart from losing the moral high ground because of its callous support of 
Israel’s relentless military offensive in Gaza the US itself is feeling a strong backlash 
from what it has sowed in the Middle East: Many university campuses in the US are 
convulsed in chaos as students stage pro-Palestine protests. 

C oming hard on the heels of the rather gloomy visit by US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken, whose agenda for his trip seemed 
to be to hype up the US administration’s latest stay-away smear 

that China is dumping green products in overseas markets, Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk’s unannounced visit to Beijing had a much brighter 
atmosphere and sent a more positive message. For Beijing, which is 
under tremendous pressure due to the United States-led Western push 
for economic decoupling and attacks on its leading industrial sectors, of 
which the exporting of alleged “overcapacity” is the latest manifestation, 
Musk’s visit was a testament to its continuous commitment to openness. 
Sustaining a mutually beneficial partnership with one of the US’ leading 
technology leaders and EV manufacturers serves as a telling rebuttal of 
the US’ allegation that China is trying to squeeze the space for the green 
products of other countries, both at home and overseas. Meeting with 
Musk on Sunday, Premier Li Qiang called Tesla’s China venture “a suc-
cessful example of China-US economic and trade cooperation”. It is clear 
that in his talk with the Tesla CEO the Chinese premier was extending a 
welcome to all foreign companies and making a clear rebuttal to the US’ 
“overcapacity” charge. Coinciding with Musk’s arrival was the news that 
all the models produced at Tesla’s Shanghai factory have met Chinese 
data security requirements. Since the Chinese authorities had concerns 
about the US company’s data collection, Tesla vehicles have faced var-
ious restrictions in China. With all such restrictions expected to be re-
moved, the appeal of Tesla products to Chinese consumers will certainly 
get a boost. It will also enable the country to accelerate the perfecting of 
the company’s Full Self-Driving software, which will further boost the ap-
peal of its products. But Beijing is not bestowing special favors on Tesla. 
It does not want the US EV-maker to be a lone example. It wants Tesla 
to be followed by more companies from outside the country. Every 
new energy vehicle in China, every renewable energy project built 
by Chinese enterprises, and every Sino-foreign cooperation in the 
field of climate change, are examples of China’s new energy industry 
providing the world with the high-quality green production capacity 
that is imperative to realize the global climate goals. China’s green 
production capacity is high-quality production capacity that promotes 
green development. The US is distorting facts and accusing China of 
“excess production capacity” in order to justify its protectionist poli-
cies and undermine efforts to repair Sino-US relations. 
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Everything is anticlockwise in Pakistan

US should capitalize on Hamas’ offer to disarm

Qamar Bashir I ronically, everything in Pakistan seems to be 
upside down and anticlockwise. The country 
often experiences the opposite of what is typi-

cally needed for sustained and rapid progress and 
development. Major decisions that heavily impact 
the country are often made behind closed doors, 
based on hearsay, opinions, desires and vested in-
terests rather than deep research and thorough 
analysis. Factors such as considering all pros and 
cons, anticipating all possible outcomes, identifying 
stakeholders, and assessing the policy’s impact on 
them are often overlooked. Additionally, there is a 
lack of measuring benefits versus losses. In a more 
ideal scenario, policies would be tested on a smaller 
target population to evaluate outcomes before being 
implemented nationwide. In our case, knee-jerk reac-
tions often lead to policies being arbitrarily imposed 
on the nation without thorough consideration of their 
implications. Only after these policies fail to produce 
the desired results do authorities conduct studies 
to identify their faults, a process that should ideally 
precede policy implementation. For instance, the gov-
ernment imposed a policy of telemetry to encourage 
businesses and households to adopt solar energy. This 
policy aimed to help produce cost-effective electricity, 
reduce the burden on the country’s fragile distribu-
tion system, decrease the import bill of LNG, Furnace 
Oil, and diesel, fill the demand-supply gap, avoid and 
reduce load shedding, and add excess energy to the 
national grid.  Initially, the policy faced challenges in 
gaining traction. However, following multiple increas-
es in electricity charges, which became so exorbitant 
that even upper-middle-class households earning up 
to Rs 300,000 per month struggled to make payments 
without sacrificing essential necessities such as chil-
dren’s education, decent clothing, nutritious food, and 
rent payments if they did not own their accommoda-
tion.  Telemetry emerged as the most viable solution 
to address the hefty electricity charges. As demand 
for telemetry increased, a robust supply chain devel-
oped to cater to this growing demand. creating many 
job opportunities all along the supply chain. House-
holds with some savings left, invested in telemetry 
and began benefiting from reduced electricity bills, 
while contributing cost-effective and clean energy to 
the national grid, saving millions in the process to the 
government. All of a sudden, the government decided 
to reverse this policy, citing illogical, irrational, and 
outrageous reasons, which even in their hearts they 
knew had no basis and would hurt people and the 
country immensely. The first reason given was that 

the government is supposedly subsidizing affluent 
households by paying them Rs. 19, and in some cases 
Rs. 22, for each unit of electricity transferred to the 
national grid. However, this claim is inaccurate. In re-
ality, it is the households that are subsidizing the gov-
ernment. The government sells electricity to consum-
ers at the rate of Rs. 65 per unit, while it purchases 
the electricity from households at Rs. 19, which is 3.4 
times less than the selling price. If the government 
decides to punish people for generating clean and 
environmentally friendly energy by either reducing 
the purchase price or reversing the policy altogether, 
households may install batteries to store the energy 
instead of transferring it to the national grid which 
would deprive the national grid from cost effective 
and clean source or energy.Furthermore, the govern-
ment is unfairly charging affluent households for con-
verting to solar systems, portraying them as if they 
are committing a heinous crime and making them feel 
guilty for increasing the burden of electricity charges 
on the poor segment of society. In reality, the failure 
of the government to pay back hefty electricity charg-
es to the Independent Power Producers is a major fac-
tor contributing to the ballooning electricity circular 
debt, and the telemetry policy has nothing to do with 
it. The government is also unfairly charging affluent 
households as if they are violating the telemetry pol-
icy for converting too fast on solar energy, without 
realizing that it was the duty and responsibility of 
the policy makers and the planners to determine the 
speed of conversion on solar system through automat-
ic check and control system, notwithstanding the fact 
that the government should encourage fast conver-
sion of households to clean energy instead of terming 
them some kind of criminals instead of rewarded them 
for fast conversion of the country to the clean electricity 
system.  The government is adamant about shifting the 
burden of their incompetencies to affluent households 
without realizing that responsible governments world-
wide are encouraging and providing meaningful incen-
tives for households to convert to clean energy sources.  
In their eagerness to punish households for the suc-
cess of their own policy, they overlook many examples 
of countries where telemetry is encouraged due to its 
overwhelming benefits.  Successful implementations 
can be seen in countries like Germany, Australia, and 
the United States, where households are encouraged to 
adopt solar energy systems due to numerous benefits. 
Firstly, at the household level, such systems can signif-
icantly reduce electricity bills, providing long-term sav-
ings. They offer energy independence, particularly in 

Pakistan with unreliable grid power, and can serve as 
a backup power source during outages. Additionally, 
excess energy generated can be sold back to the grid, 
further offsetting costs and potentially providing an 
additional income stream. On a national or country 
level, promoting solar energy reduces reliance on fos-
sil fuels, which enhances energy security and reduces 
the risk of price fluctuations in fossil fuel markets.  
Diversifying the energy mix with renewables like so-
lar also helps to mitigate climate change by reducing 
carbon emissions. This shift toward cleaner energy 
sources can lead to improvements in air quality and 
public health while contributing to biodiversity con-
servation by reducing habitat destruction and pollu-
tion associated with fossil fuel extraction and use. 
Governments worldwide have introduced various 
incentives to promote solar energy adoption. For in-
stance, Germany’s feed-in tariff scheme guaranteed 
fixed payment rates for renewable energy producers, 
including households with solar panels, leading to a 
rapid increase in installations.  In the United States, 
federal and state-level tax credits, rebates, and other 
incentives help reduce upfront costs for households 
and businesses. These incentives not only benefit 
individual households but also society as a whole by 
reducing carbon emissions, improving air quality, and 
creating jobs in the renewable energy sector. Fore-
going in view, instead of blaming affluent households 
for a crime they never committed, the government 
should devise a plan to subsidize the poor segments 
of the society to convert their households to solar sys-
tems.  The government should also consider phasing 
out Independent Power Producers (IPPs) that were 
created due to incompetence, lack of relevant knowl-
edge and foresight by government policy makers, 
planners, and implementers.  A third viable option 
is to reduce electricity prices, which would automati-
cally discourage further conversion to solar systems, 
though this is highly inadvisable. Furthermore, the 
government should, in all fairness, bring to justice 
all those who were responsible for the installation 
of IPPs, grid losses, electricity theft, making faulty 
and short-sighted policy decisions, and those who re-
ceived massive kickbacks in the process. They should 
desist from victim-blaming, which in this instance is 
not the government but the people of Pakistan. 

—The writer is Press Secretary to the Presi-
dent(Rtd)

Former Press Minister at Embassy of Pakistan 
to France 

Former MD, SRBC

A high-ranking Hamas official last week announced 
that the group would dissolve its military wing and 
turn into a political party if Israel accepted a Pal-

estinian state along the pre-1967 borders. Khalil Al-Hayya 
shocked the world with this statement, which comes as 
Israel is readying to invade Rafah. Israel is not taking this 
unexpected overture by Hamas seriously and is instead 
adamant about its move on Rafah. It is time for the US 
to put pressure on Israel to stop the war and start po-
litical negotiations. There are three stages to ending 
the war. The first is to end military operations, the 
second is to have a change in the Israeli position 
and the third is to enter into political negotiations 
and devise a plan for the day after. The main hur-
dle in ending the war is the Israeli position. Israel 
has still not changed its position. It still refuses to 
abide by UN resolutions and allow for the estab-
lishment of a Palestinian state. Hence its refusal 
of any settlement that includes a Palestinian state. 
The US should take advantage of the overture by 
Hamas to end the war. Hamas is highly damaged, 
according to Israel. It says 20 brigades are dysfunc-
tional and only four remain operational. They are in 
Rafah. So, Israel can somehow claim victory, save 
face and announce it has achieved its objective of 
incapacitating Hamas. However, Israel should rec-
ognize that it cannot totally eliminate Hamas. On 
the other hand, Israel itself was successful in turn-
ing armed factions into political parties. And the 
Palestine Liberation Organization ended its armed 
resistance once it was offered a political alterna-
tive. The same can be done with Hamas. But Is-
rael insists on going into Rafah. This will greatly 
increase the number of Palestinian civilian casual-
ties, as many displaced Gazans are concentrated in 
Rafah. Tel Aviv is adamant about decapitating the 
Hamas leadership. However, the Israeli hostages’ 
lives are at stake. What if Hamas killed the hostag-
es? Would that not be a failure, given that one of the 

declared objectives of the military campaign was to 
free the hostages? The problem in the American 
position is that, despite its occasional criticism of 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his gov-
ernment, Washington is still unconditionally sup-
porting Israel and supplying it with weapons and 
money. On top of the staggering human toll, the 
war has created internal divisions in American soci-
ety. The authorities are cracking down on peaceful 
protesters in universities. This is happening when 
the country is just a few months away from the No-
vember presidential election. If the war continues, 
it might very much turn into a regional war, espe-
cially if, after Rafah, Israel heads to Lebanon. A re-
gional war would have major repercussions on the 
US. As Gen. David Petraeus, who led the American 
troop surge in Iraq, once said, what happens in the 
Middle East does not stay in the Middle East.  The 
US should explain to the Israeli public that Netan-
yahu’s maximalist objectives will have a boomerang 
effect. It is in America’s interest to grab the oppor-
tunity and push Israel to change its position in order 
to move to a political settlement. Here, President Joe 
Biden can address the Israeli people by tackling the 
issue of the hostages. The question that he should 
ask the Israeli public is: What takes priority, revenge 
against Hamas or saving the hostages and bringing 
them home? Experience has shown that insurgen-
cies cannot be totally eliminated. They reconstitute 
themselves whenever the grievances that led to their 
creation are not properly addressed. The US should 
take the Hamas proposal and present it to the Israe-
li public as an opportunity to save the hostages and 
secure Israel. The US can convince the Israeli public 
by proposing a comprehensive peacekeeping mission 
that will make sure the country will not be the target 
of any operation coming out of Gaza. This is an op-
portunity the US should not squander. In fact, ending 
the war, dismantling Hamas’ military wing and start-

ing a political process could be a huge win for the 
Biden administration. It would be a major foreign 
policy achievement that boosts Biden in the polls. 
On the other hand, if the Rafah operation were to 
be conducted, the opposite would likely happen. 
Thousands of Palestinian civilians would die, hos-
tages would probably be executed, the war could 
expand and chaos would spread across the region. 
If Israel does not stop at Rafah, it will probably con-
tinue by attacking Lebanon and attacking Iran. This 
would be highly destabilizing. It would also be a 
killer for the Biden administration in the upcoming 
elections. It is time for the US to tell Israel to stop. 
Biden needs to bypass Netanyahu and engage with 
the Israeli public. Netanyahu has been a burden 
for the US. He is responsible for the intelligence 
and security failures of Oct. 7. The US should make 
that clear to the Israeli public. The US should also 
explain to them that the Netanyahu government’s 
maximalist objectives will have a boomerang effect. 
They will not result in a secure Israel and will only 
lead to the demise of the hostages. Biden should 
explain to them that this might lead to a regional 
war, which Israel will probably lose. The US should 
capitalize on the opportunity presented by the will-
ingness of Hamas to dissolve its military wing and 
embrace a political solution. Wartime presents few 
windows to make peace. This is one of them and it 
should not be squandered. It is time to apply pres-
sure on Israel and dissuade it from going into Ra-
fah. Most importantly, Israel should be pressured to 
change its position regarding the establishment of a 
Palestinian state along the pre-1967 borders.

—Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib is a specialist in 
US-Arab relations with a focus on lobbying. She 

is co-founder of the Research Center for Coop-
eration and Peace Building, a Lebanese nongov-

ernmental organization focused on Track II. 
Arab News

Major decisions that 
heavily impact the country 

are often made behind 
closed doors, based on 

hearsay, opinions, desires 
and vested interests rather 

than deep research and 
thorough analysis. Factors 

such as considering all 
pros and cons, anticipating 

all possible outcomes, 
identifying stakeholders, 
and assessing the policy’s 
impact on them are often 
overlooked. Additionally, 

there is a lack of measuring 
benefits versus losses. 

In a more ideal scenario, 
policies would be tested on 
a smaller target population

Dr. Dania Koleilat Khatib

The main hurdle in ending 
the war is the Israeli 

position. Israel has still 
not changed its position. 
It still refuses to abide by 
UN resolutions and allow 

for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state. 

Hence its refusal of any 
settlement that includes 
a Palestinian state. The 

US should take advantage 
of the overture by Hamas 
to end the war. Hamas is 

highly damaged, according 
to Israel. It says 20 

brigades are dysfunctional 
and only four remain 
operational. They are 

in Rafah. So, Israel can 
somehow claim victory, 

save face and announce it
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MADRID: Tunisian tennis star 
Ons Jabeur on Monday called 
out organisers of European tour-
naments for failing to “respect” 
women players by giving preferen-
tial treatment to men at combined 
events after she swept into the 
quarter-finals of the Madrid Open.
dismissed ninth-seeded Jelena 
Ostapenko 6-0, 6-4 to reach the 
last eight along with top seed Iga 
Swiatek who eased past home fa-
vourite Sara Sorribes Tormo 6-1, 
6-0. But Jabeur, the 2022 Madrid 
champion, later took a swipe at 
tournament organisers, telling 
reporters she believes tennis still 
has a way to go to achieve gen-
der equality, despite it being the 
leader in women’s sport. Tsitsipas 
ousted by qualifier, Swiatek coasts 
into last 16 “Definitely tennis is a 
sport that I’m proud to play in as 
a woman,” said the world num-

ber nine, who next plays either 
Coco Gauff or Madison Keys for 
a place in the semi-finals. “But I 
feel like we have a long way, es-
pecially here in Madrid and in 
Rome, in Europe in general. I feel 
like they need to respect women 
more and they need to respect how 
we are playing.” Sharing examples 
from her personal experiences at 
events, Jabeur said women players 
were not given the same access to 
practice courts as the men, and 
noted how WTA matches were 
not shown on TV as frequently as 
ATP matches. “The way they treat 
women here and men, they’re 
completely different. Maybe peo-
ple from outside, they don’t see 
it. I’m definitely one of the peo-
ple that I want to speak up,” she 
added. “Here in Spain, I would 
love to go to the hotel and open 
the TV and see a woman’s tennis 
match. “I haven’t seen once one 
tennis match of a woman. Obvi-
ously, I understand there are a lot 

of Spanish (male players) playing, 
but asking for one match? Even 
the female Spanish (players) they 
are not even showing. “For me it’s 
really frustrating to see that. How 
can you inspire young girls with-
out showing any match in that?” 
Meanwhile, Swiatek dropped her 
opening game before sweeping 
the next 12 against her Spanish 
opponent to book a quarter-final 
meeting with Brazilian left-hander 
Beatriz Haddad Maia.“We played 
many tough matches against each 
other so it’s not going to be easy,” 
said the Polish world number one 
of her upcoming opponent. “She’s 
always a very intense player and 
knows how to play on clay.” In the 
men’s competition, American Ben 
Shelton saw his unbeaten 5-0 start 
to the clay season come to an end 
at the hands of Kazakhstan’s Al-
exander Bublik, who won 3-6, 7-6 
(7/2), 6-4 to reach the fourth round, 
where he awaits Daniil Medvedev 
or Sebastian Korda.

Jabeur wants ‘more respect’ for women after 
reaching Madrid quarters

Jabeur dismissed ninth-seeded Jelena Ostapenko 6-0, 6-4 to reach the last eight  
along with top seed Iga Swiatek

Briefs
World peace 

linked to 
peace in...
From Page 01

the kingdom, he thanked 
the Saudi government for 
its support extended to 
Pakistan. Talking about 
his government’s efforts 
to steer the country out 
of crisis, the country’s 
chief executive said: “Pa-
kistan is going for massive 
reforms to deal with eco-
nomic challenges.” “We 
have taken the reins of the 
country after the February 
8 elections and I am now 
determined to put things 
in order. It’s easier said 
than done.” He further 
said that the country’s 
electricity sector was in 
a shamble as power theft 
was in a massive fashion. 
Moreover, the premier 
lamented that the “elit-
est culture” is prevailing 
in the country wherein 
“handouts are being given 
to those who don’t deserve 
it”. “We have to stand on 
our own feet. I know this 
is difficult but not impos-
sible. We are now going 
for a deep-rooted struc-
tural reform.” “Then we 
have to go for austerity, a 
meaningful austerity, but 
not just for publicity,” he 
added.  Moving on to cli-
mate change, the premier 
said that global warming 
brought disaster in Paki-
stan in 2022 in the form of 
catastrophic floods. “Paki-
stan is among those coun-
tries who do not have any 
role in climate change,” 
he added. Referring to 
sky-rocketing inflation, the 
prime minister said: “Due 
to the war in Ukraine, 
prices of goods have in-
creased globally. Stressing 
the need for an immediate 
ceasefire in Gaza, the PM 
said that world peace is 
linked with normalcy in 
the besieged enclave.

PM Shehbaz, 
Malaysian 
PM discuss 
bilateral ties

From Page 01
Malaysia, especially in 
the field of education, 
science and technology 
and trade and under-
took to further enhance 
the cooperation in the 
future.  The Prime Min-
ister invited a trade and 
business delegation from 
Malaysia to Pakistan to 
discuss enhancing trade 
and investment relations 
between the two coun-
tries.  The two sides also 
agreed to have the next 
meeting of Joint Ministe-
rial Commission in Islam-
abad soon.  The Prime 
Minister reiterated his 
invitation to Prime Minis-
ter Anwar Ibrahim to un-
dertake an official visit to 
Pakistan later this year.

JUI-F chief 
backs PTI’s 

political 
rights

From Page 01
the establishment?” “How 
our conscience is satis-
fied [after the general 
elections], as the losers 
are upset, and even the 
winners are not satisfied 
[with the poll results].” 
During his speech, the pol-
itician-cum-cleric backed 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) senior leader Asad 
Qaiser’s demand for grant-
ing the right to the latter’s 
party to organise public 
gatherings, terming it the 
Imran-founded party’s 
“constitutional right”. The 
PTI lawmakers in the Na-
tional Assembly thumped 
their desks in support of 
Maulana Fazl’s remarks. 
He went on to say that 
democracy in the country 
was weakened after pol-
iticians “compromised” 
on their principles on 
every occasion and now, 
the parliament has lost 
its supremacy as they can-
not even pass a law inde-
pendently.  Fazl also said 
that back-to-back “full and 
partial” martial laws have 
also shaken the democrat-
ic foundations of the coun-
try by ousting elected gov-
ernments. He pointed out 
that the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) was a witness to 
how a law related to an 
agreement between the 
federal government and 
seminaries had not been 
passed despite being 
tabled in the assembly 
with consensus. 

 Gillespie wants Pakistan 
Test side to play “their way”

Jason Gillespie said  that he would not impose Australia’s style of play and instead wants 
 the players to play the style of cricket that suits them

DNA

ISLAMABAD : The newly-ap-
pointed head coach of the Pa-
kistan Men’s Test team, Jason 
Gillespie, said Monday that 
he would not impose Austral-
ia’s style of play and instead 
wants the players to play the 
style of cricket that suits them. 
Gillespie appeared in the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
podcast and talked about var-
ious aspects, linked to his ap-
pointment as the Pakistan Test 
coach. Jason Gillespie was asked 
whether he would transfer Aus-
tralia’s aggressive style of play-
ing cricket to the Pakistan side, 
said his philosophy is different; 
that is not to try something you 
are not. “Look, I simply want the 
Pakistan cricket team to play the 

style of cricket that’s going to 
suit them; for me, that’s impor-
tant. My philosophy is – don’t try 
to be something that you’re not,” 
said Gillespie. “You’ve got to be 
authentic in how you go about it. 
I will go out there and say: just be 
positive, aggressive, entertaining. 
Play with a smile on your faces 
and entertain our fans. “There 
are going to be times when you 
have to grind it out, and that’s 
what Test cricket is. It’s a test 
of your skills, mental capacity, 
and patience. There are times 
to attack and times to soak up 
some periods of cricket from the 
opposition.
“If we can be as consistent as we 
can, then hopefully, the scoreboard 
will look after itself, and we can pick 
up some wins.” For the unversed, 
Jason Gillespie’s first assignment 
as the Pakistan Test team’s head 

coach will be the home series 
against Bangladesh in August, 
followed by the England series in 
October and an away series against 
South Africa in December. Pakistan 
currently sit fifth in the World Test 
Championship (WTC) standings 
and need to make hard yards to 
make it to the final. “Obviously, 
the ICC World Test Championship 
2023-2025 for Pakistan is going to 
be a challenge; there’s no question 
about that. But, we’ll just take each 
series as it comes. “The first oppor-
tunity that I’ll be involved in will be 
against Bangladesh at home, and I 
am looking forward to it. We’ll just 
take each series and each Test match 
as it comes. “Look, Test cricket is a 
challenge, there’s no doubt about 
that. But if you prepare well, 
put your best foot forward, then 
we’ll give ourselves the best 
chance to have some success.”

Sharifs 
distributing 

key posts 
within family’

From Page 01
“Sharif’s are distributing 
key national posts within 
family”. “The Sharif family 
is distributing important 
national posts among them-
selves,” Special Assistant to 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister For Information 
Barrister Muhammad Ali 
Saif said. Stressing that the 
Constitution does not provi-
sion the post of deputy PM, 
the PTI leader censured the 
federal government for dish-
ing out posts instead of re-
solving the issues faced by 
the people. Barrister Saif’s 
remarks come a day after 
the federal government, via 
a notification issued by the 
Cabinet Division on Sun-
day, appointed Dar as the 
deputy PM with immediate 
effect. Dar was appointed 
as the country’s foreign 
minister after the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) formed a coalition 
government following the 
February 8 elections. A a 
chartered accountant and a 
seasoned politician, Dar is 
also a close relative of, and 
close aide to, Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
supremo Nawaz Sharif. He 
has earlier served as fi-
nance minister from 1998 
to 1999, then from March to 
May 2008, and again led the 
finance ministry from 2013 
to 2017 and then from 2022 
to 2023. The appointment 
of a four-time finance minis-
ter as foreign minister sug-
gested a ramped-up role for 
economics in the nation’s 
diplomacy as the country 
tries to secure another In-
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) deal and shore up 
external financing. Before 
Dar’s appointment, then 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) leader Per-
vaiz Elahi remained the 
only national politician who 
was appointed the country’s 
first deputy prime minister 
in 2012, after the ruling Pa-
kistan People’s Party and 
the PML-Q forged a polit-
ical alliance at the Centre. 
Reacting to Dar’s appoint-
ment, Pakistan Institute of 
Legislative Development 
and Transparency (Pildat) 
President Ahmed Bilal 
Mehboob termed the PM 
Shehbaz Sharif-led govern-
ment’s move “an extra-con-
stitutional step that carries 
no substantial value”.

Justice 
Sattar 

declines to 
recuse from 
the bench

From Page 01
Justice Sattar told Dogal that 
the purpose of filing miscel-
laneous pleas to transfer the 
case to another court is to 
embarrass the judicial pro-
ceedings. “If the executive 
threatens the judges and 
judges starts contempt of 
court proceedings against 
them, how is it a conflict of 
interest?” he asked, adding 
whether the judge will con-
duct contempt of court pro-
ceedings for personal gain. 
Justice Sattar questioned if 
the court should ignore all 
the cases related to IB and 
FIA in that case. “If your 
argument is accepted, then 
no case should be heard 
against the government,” he 
remarked. Later during the 
hearing, the veteran lawyer 
and judicial assistant Bar-
rister Aitzaz Ahsan said he 
is happy that the judiciary 
had decided to take a stand 
saying “enough is enough”. 
He also insisted that the ju-
diciary should have taken a 
stand even during the delay 
in elections. “There is still 
time for us to stand up and 
put our house in order. I be-
lieve in the supremacy of Par-
liament and the supremacy 
of the Constitution,” he said. 
When, during the hearing, 
the senior lawyer referred 
to the case against the trial 
of civilians in military courts 
in the Supreme Court, the 
court barred him from doing 
so. Ahsan also mentioned the 
audios of Nawaz Sharif, Mar-
yam Nawaz and Asif Zardari 
surfacing in the past. “This 
is a matter of public interest 
and FIA should take action 
on its own,” the lawyer said. 
According to the Benazir 
Bhutto case, Justice Sattar 
remarked that spying on an-
yone is “illegal”. The judge 
further questioned: “Can this 
court just give a declaration 
and the federation continues 
to violate it? What will hap-
pen if a plea comes tomorrow 
and the federation says we 
haven’t done it?” The court 
then sought assistance on 
the aforementioned point at 
next hearing, stating that the 
hearing’s next date will be 
mentioned in written order.

Ashab wins Rochester
Proam Squash in USA
Ashhab Irfan is the second Pakistani player to win the 

 Babar PSA title from Pakistan
 AfZAl JAVeD

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
emerging squash player 
Muhammad Ashab Irfan 
makes the country proud 
by winning the US 9000$ 
Rochester Proam Squash 
Tournament by beating 
Gomez Dominguez of 
Mexico by 3-1 in the final 
held in Huston squash 
club, USA. After months of 
hard work and dedication 
with special support from 
Houston Squash Club Ash-
ab Iran won his first PSA 
title as his achievement is 
even more notable as he is 

only the second Pakistani 
player to win a PSA title 
outside of Pakistan in re-

cent years, cementing his 
position as a rising star in 
the sport.
The second seed and world 

number 112 from Pakistan 
looked very energetic and 
aggressive during the final 
match of the tournament, 
Ashab squared off against 
Gomez Dominguez in a 
thrilling encounter as 
young Ashab emerged tri-
umphant with a 3-1 victo-
ry, securing the title with 
set scores of 12-10, 11-4, 
9-11, and 11-9 during 60 
minutes decisive game.
As the stakes heightened 
in the semi-final, Ashab 
Irfan faced a formidable 
opponent in Ronald Pala-
mino of Columbia. Despite 
dropping two sets, Ashab 

displayed resilience and de-
termination, ultimately pre-
vailing with a hard-fought 
3-2 victory. The set scores 
reflected the intensity of 
the match, with Irfan claim-
ing victory with scores of 
9-11, 11-9, 11-2, 4-11, and 
11-4. Jahanzeb Khan, own-
er of Houston Squash Club 
said that Ashhab Irfan is 
the second Pakistani play-
er who win the PSA title in 
abroad is being supported 
by Houston Squash Club 
and we are very happy that 
the young squash players 
who are making Pakistan 
name bright in the world.

Proud moment to 
lead Yorkshire at 

Lord’s: Shan 
LONDON: Pakistan Test team captain Shan Masood says 
leading Yorkshire County Cricket Club at the historic Lord’s 
in the ongoing County Championship is an extremely proud 
moment for him. The southpaw, who’s leading Yorkshire 
again this year in the county championship division two, 
spoke to media person at the Home of Cricket during the 
game with Middlesex CCC. “It’s a privilege enough to play 
at this historic cricket ground let alone captaining a team 
at this level. In a player’s cricketing career, there are some 
checklists like playing and scoring at famous venues. I 
played my first ever county championship game here too 
while playing for Derbyshire CCC in 2022 when I scored 91 
and 62 runs to save the match”. “I still remember when the 
first time I played here for Pakistan was during the famous 
2016 test match against England, which became famous of 
then team captain Misbah-ul-Haq’s press ups celebrations 
after scoring a century and subsequently the team’s post-vic-
tory salute and press-ups in front of the pavilion”. Although his 
first outing for Yorkshire this season was a total failure as he 
got out without scoring after just six deliveries against Leices-
tershire CCC but made a strong comeback in the next game 
against Gloucestershire CCC. In the first innings of the match, 
Shan scored a magnificent century, match-saving innings of 
140 runs of 180 deliveries after players like Joe Root.—APP

National Talent Hunt PM 
Table Tennis league starts
  Aamir Jan said that the Talent Hunt Prime Minister Programme gives 

chance to players in bringing their talent out on the big platform

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Talent Hunt Prime Min-
ister Youth Table Tennis 
League kicked off here at 
the Rodham hall of Paki-
stan Sports Complex on 
Monday under the super-
vision of Higher Education 
Commission (HEC). Two 
teams from each province 

were featured in the league 
including Punjab, Sindh, 
Balochistan, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, Federal-Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan. Executive 
Director National Voca-
tional & Technical Com-
mission (NAVTTC) and 
President Punjab Olympic 
Association Aamir Jan was 
the chief guest at the open-
ing ceremony as the aim 

of the league is to give op-
portunities to new players 
at the national level. Aamir 
Jan said that the Talent 
Hunt Prime Minister Pro-
gramme gives chance to 
players in bringing their tal-
ent out on the big platform, 
adding that players need 
to work hard and use this 
platform to showcase their 
expertise in the game. He 
said the game of table ten-

nis was very close to him 
and there is a lot of talent 
in the country. Winning or 
losing doesn’t matter as 
players just need to give 
their best shot in the game, 
he said. He also lauded the 
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) for supporting 
the games. Table tennis 
league will provide an op-
portunity to bring out new 
talented players, he said.

HDF  calls for bold 
action on tobacco 

taxation in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD : The Human Development Foundation 
(HDF) convened a media briefing today to address the crit-
ical issue of tobacco taxation in Pakistan. Mr. Malik Imran 
Ahmad, Tobacco Control Activist, presented a compelling 
analysis of the current national-level tobacco control poli-
cies and emphasized the need for significant improvement. 
Tobacco use is a leading cause of preventable death in Pa-
kistan. The economic burden is equally significant, with 
smoking-related illnesses and deaths costing Pakistan 1.4% 
of its GDP each year. Mr. Malik highlighted the stagger-
ing economic toll of tobacco consumption. Referring to a 
World Bank report, he said that there was ample room to 
increase tax on tobacco products. “The government can 
generate additional Rs. 65 billion from the industry by in-
creasing the tax up to 26%,” he stated. Mr. Malik presented 
a data-driven proposal for a 26.6% increase in the Federal 
Excise Duty (FED) on tobacco products. This strategic ap-
proach has the potential to yield a “triple win” for Pakistan: 
a reduction in the number of smokers by 517,000, a 12.1% 
increase in tax revenue for the government and a 19.8% re-
covery of healthcare costs associated with tobacco use. Mr. 
Zahid Shafiq, Program Manager at HDF, said: “If the tradi-
tional forms weren’t enough, the tobacco industry has also 
flooded the market with novel products (nicotine pouches, 
e-cigarettes, and heated tobacco devices) which are open-
ly sold to youth through point-of-sales advertising and ex-
tensive social media campaigns. There is a need to ban 
all forms of novel products immediately before our youth 
becomes addicted to them.” Further emphasizing the ef-
fectiveness of this approach, HDF offered an international 
perspective on tobacco taxation policies. By drawing on 
successful strategies implemented in other countries, Pa-
kistan has the opportunity to curb tobacco use and gener-
ate substantial revenue to bolster public health initiatives. 
The Panel strongly urges the Government of Pakistan to 
consider a significant increase in tobacco taxes. This policy 
change will not only generate substantial revenue for the 
national economy and healthcare system but, more impor-
tantly, it will save countless lives.—Agencies  
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MuMtAZ AhMeD BhAtti

B alochistan, Pakistan’s 
largest province, has 
long been subject to 

misconceptions regarding the 
execution and efficacy of its 
development projects. A com-
mon narrative suggests that 
development initiatives in Ba-
lochistan exist only on paper, 
with rampant corruption un-

dermining their implementa-
tion. The prevailing perception 

is that development projects 
in Balochistan remain largely 
unrealized, existing primarily 
in  files. This perception is 
fueled by instances such as 
the 2022 flood, which raised 
doubts about the quality and 
effectiveness of ongoing pro-
jects. An objective evaluation 
reveals a different picture. In-
frastructure projects such as 
roads, buildings, water supply 
schemes, sewerage systems, 
small dams, and drainage sys-
tems have been successfully 
completed across Balochistan.  

These tangible developments 
stand as evidence against the no-
tion that progress is confined to 
paperwork.A comparative anal-
ysis with other provinces like 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
and Sindh highlights that Ba-
lochistan’s departments includ-
ing Planning and Development, 
Monitoring and Evaluation, 
Communication and Works, Pub-

lic Health, Irrigation, and Local 
Government are fully operation-
al. Contrary to popular belief, 
these departments are actively 
engaged in executing projects on 
the ground. Challenges persist, 
particularly in terms of quality 
assurance and project monitor-
ing.One of the significant obser-
vations raised by the Monitoring 
and Evaluation department of 
Balochistan’s Planning and De-
velopment is the quality of work 
in development projects. While 
progress is visible, concerns re-
garding the standard of construc-
tion, durability, and adherence to 
specifications remain. 
These concerns underscore the 
need for robust quality control 
mechanisms and rigorous over-
sight throughout the project 
lifecycle.Corruption allegations 
often overshadow discussions 
about development projects in 
Balochistan. The wrong per-
ception that politicians, bureau-
crats, and engineers collude for 
personal gain undermines public 

trust and hampers progress.  It 
is imperative for the media to 
exercise responsible reporting, 
conducting thorough investiga-
tions before publishing allega-
tions. Transparent reporting 
can help dispel misconceptions 
and foster accountability among 
stakeholders.To address the 
challenges faced by develop-
ment projects in Balochistan, 
several recommendations can be 
considered:Implementing strin-
gent quality control measures, 
including regular inspections, 
material testing, and adherence 
to technical standards, can en-
hance the durability and effec-
tiveness of infrastructure pro-
jects.Monitor projects progress, 
expenditures, and compliance 
can mitigate corruption risks and 
ensure transparency.  Investing 
in the training and development 
of personnel within relevant de-
partments can improve technical 
expertise, project management 
skills, and accountability.En-
gaging communities through 

awareness campaigns about 
ongoing projects, their bene-
fits, and avenues for reporting 
grievances can foster transpar-
ency and public participation.
Enhancing coordination among 
government departments, 
private sector partners, and 
civil society organizations can 
streamline project implemen-
tation, resource allocation, and 
risk management.While miscon-
ceptions regarding development 
projects in Balochistan persist, a 
closer examination reveals sub-
stantial progress on the ground. 
Infrastructure developments, 
operational departments, and 
ongoing initiatives demonstrate 
a commitment to tangible out-
comes. Challenges such as quali-
ty control, oversight, and corrup-
tion demand proactive measures 
and collaborative efforts.   By ad-
dressing these challenges effec-
tively, Balochistan can realize its 
development potential and pave 
the way for inclusive growth 
and prosperity.Absolutely, 

media plays a crucial role in 
shaping public perception, es-
pecially when it comes to de-
velopment projects in regions 
like Balochistan. Providing 
accurate information and facili-
tating media access can indeed 
help in dispelling wrong per-
ceptions and highlighting the 
progress and positive aspects 
of these projects.Balochistan’s 
administration should collab-
orate with media to ensure 
transparency and provide them 
with the necessary information 
to accurately report on devel-
opment initiatives.  This can 
include arranging site visits, 
sharing project details, and en-
gaging in open dialogue with jour-
nalists to address any concerns 
or misconceptions.By working to-
gether, the media and Balochistan 
administration can create a more 
informed narrative that showcas-
es the efforts being made for the 
region’s development and ulti-
mately benefits the people of 
Balochistan.

Need to remove wrong perception  
regarding Balochistan’s uplit projects

Briefs
Italy’s FM 

to push for 
immediate 
cease-fire  

in Gaza
ROME : Italy’s Foreign 
Minister Antonio Tajani 
will push Monday afternoon 
for an immediate cease-fire 
in Gaza at talks in Saudi 
Arabia’s capital Riyadh, his 
office said. “The goal is 
to push for an immediate 
cease-fire, the liberation 
of all Israeli hostages and 
to let humanitarian aid get 
in, massively, as soon as 
possible for Gaza’s civilian 
population,” he said. “It’s 
an unbearable emergency, 
it has to be tackled imme-
diately,” he added. Tajani 
will meet US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken and 
foreign ministers from Qa-
tar, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates and 
Jordan in Riyadh. He will 
share with them the results 
of the talks at G-7 level on 
the situation in the Middle 
East recently held in Capri, 
Italy. His office said the 
meetings will be decisive 
to relaunch the political 
process aimed at pushing 
through a diplomatic solu-
tion to the historic Arab-Is-
raeli conflict, based on the 
“two people-two states” 
formula. Israeli offensive 
in the Gaza Strip, nearing 
seven months, has killed 
more than 34,000 Palestin-
ians and left most civilians 
homeless and at risk of fam-
ine.—DNA

African 
leaders seek 

record 
WB funding 
for climate

WASHINGTON : African 
leaders demanded on Mon-
day that wealthy nations 
make historic donations to 
a World Bank facility for 
poor countries that offers 
cheap credit rates and is 
essential for funding their 
growth and fighting climate 
change. At a meeting to be 
held in Japan in December, 
donors will pledge funds to 
the International Develop-
ment Association (IDA), a 
World Bank organisation 
that provides loans with 
extended tenure and low 
interest rates. In a meeting 
of African leaders and the 
World Bank to discuss IDA 
financing, William Ruto, 
the president of Kenya, 
addressed said, “We call 
on our partners to meet 
us at this historic moment 
of solidarity and respond 
effectively by increasing 
their IDA contributions… 
to at least $120 billion.” 
Ruto also added that Afri-
can economies were facing 
a deepening development 
and debt crisis that were 
threatening their economic 
stability, and urgent climate 
emergencies that demand 
immediate and collective 
action for the planet’s sur-
vival. He mentioned the 
terrible floods that Kenya 
had experienced as well as 
the brutal drought that has 
affected countries in South-
ern Africa, including Mala-
wi. If donors contribute the 
minimal amount proposed 
by African leaders, it will 
set a new fundraising re-
cord, surpassing the last 
round in 2021, which raised 
$93 billion. —APP

Yen swings 
after hitting
 new 34-year 

low
LONDON : The yen swung 
in volatile trade Monday 
as it rebounded soon after 
hitting a 34-year low against 
the dollar, fuelling specula-
tion Japanese authorities 
had intervened to support 
the currency for the first 
time since late 2022.
 The dollar’s rally came as 
another forecast-topping 
US inflation report dented 
hopes for US Federal Re-
serve interest rate cuts this 
year. The yen sank to 160.17 
to the greenback in choppy 
Asian trade, with liquidity 
also thin amid a holiday in 
Japan. It later bounced back 
as high as 154.54. “We’re 
seeing huge volatility in the 
Japanese yen at the start 
of the week,” said analyst 
James Mill at trading firm 
TickMill. “The move sug-
gests that Japanese author-
ities have finally intervened 
in the market after plenty 
of anticipation over recent 
weeks.” Masato Kanda, 
Japan’s vice minister of fi-
nance for international af-
fairs, offered no comment 
to reporters on Monday.—
Agencies 

Burst dam 
in Kenya 

pushes flood 
death toll 
past 120

NAIROBI : At least 42 peo-
ple have died when a dam 
burst its banks near a town 
in Kenya’s Rift Valley, as 
heavy rains and floods bat-
tered the country.
The dam burst on Monday 
near Mai Mahiu in Naku-
ru county, washing away 
houses and cutting off a 
road, with rescuers digging 
through debris to find sur-
vivors.
“Forty-two dead, it’s a con-
servative estimate. There 
are still more in the mud, 
we are working on recov-
ery,” said Nakuru governor 
Susan Kihika.
Monday’s dam collapse rais-
es the total death toll over 
the March-May wet season 
to 120 as heavier than usual 
rainfall pounds East Africa, 
compounded by the El Nino 
weather pattern.
Meanwhile, the Kenya Red 
Cross said on Monday it had 
retrieved two bodies after a 
boat carrying “a large num-
ber of people” capsized at 
the weekend in flooded Tana 
River county in eastern Ken-
ya, adding that 23 others had 
been rescued.
Video footage shared online 
and broadcast on television 
showed the crowded boat 
sinking, with people scream-
ing as onlookers watched in 
horror. On Saturday, officials 
said 76 people had lost their 
lives in Kenya since March.
Flash floods have submerged 
roads and neighbourhoods, 
leading to the displacement 
of more than 130,000 people 
across 24,000 households, 
many of them in the capital 
Nairobi, according to gov-
ernment figures released 
Saturday. Schools have been 
forced to remain shut fol-
lowing mid-term holidays, 
after the education ministry 
announced Monday that it 
would postpone their reo-
pening by one week due to 
“ongoing heavy rains”.—
Agencies 

Heat wave in 
Southeast 
Asia closes 

schools
MANILA : South and South-
east Asia braced for a searing 
heatwave that has gripped 
the region over the past 
week, sending the mercury 
as high as 45 degrees Celsi-
us (113 degrees Fahrenheit) 
and forcing thousands of 
schools to suspend in-person 
classes amid health warn-
ings. From the Philippines to 
Thailand, and India to Bang-
ladesh, forecasters warned 
that mercury could exceed 
40C (104F) in the coming 
days as people suffered 
from scorching heat. In the 
Philippines, the government 
suspended in-person classes 
in all public schools for two 
days due to extreme weath-
er, the local English daily 
Manila Times reported. “In 
view of the latest heat index 
forecast ... and the announce-
ment of a nationwide trans-
port strike, all public schools 
nationwide shall implement 
asynchronous classes/distance 
learning on April 29 and 30, 
2024,” the Department of Ed-
ucation, which oversees more 
than 47,000 schools, said in a 
statement. The exceptionally 
extreme weather is expected 
to last until mid-May after the 
temperature hit a record high -- 
38.8C (101.84F) -- in Manila on 
Saturday.—APP

Sanchez stays on as Spain’s  
PM after weighing exit

Pedro Sanchez had shocked the country last week when he announced he was taking five days 
 off to think about his future, after a court launched a probe into his wife’s business dealings.

NewS DeSK

MADRID : Spain’s Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez said on Monday he 
had decided to continue in office, 
days after abruptly announcing he 
was considering his future follow-
ing the launch of a corruption in-
vestigation against his wife.
The center-left prime minister, 
52, had surprised foes and allies 
alike when he said on Wednesday 
he was taking time from public 
duty to consider quitting. He de-
scribed the court investigation 
of his wife Begona Gomez for 
influence peddling and business 
corruption as orchestrated by 
his opponents.Sanchez met King 
Felipe VI on Monday — a step 
that would have been necessary 

should he have decided to resign 
— but announced in a televised 
address that he had informed the 
monarch of his decision to stay on. 
He had been encouraged to stay by 
widespread expressions of support 
over the weekend, Sanchez said. “I 
have decided to go on, if possible 
even stronger as prime minister. 
This is not business as usual, things 
are going to be different,” he said in 
a national broadcast. His announce-
ment that he might quit had caused 
further turmoil in Spanish politics, 
where a fractious parliament has 
struggled to form coalition govern-
ments after close elections. Should 
a new election have been required, 
it would have been the fourth in 
five years. The opposition will try 
to exploit the sign of indecision 
from Sanchez, but the impact may 

be limited because Spain’s political 
landscape is already so polarized, 
said Ignacio Jurado, political sci-
ence professor at Madrid’s Carlos 
III University. “His credibility is 
already hotly contested and vot-
ers have already given it to him or 
taken it away,” he said. “As a lead-
er he has shown a weakness and 
it’s something that the opposition 
will exploit a lot.” ‘Harassment’ 
campaign The court opened its in-
vestigation into Sanchez’s wife in 
response to a complaint by anti-cor-
ruption pressure group Manos Lim-
pias (Clean Hands), whose leader is 
linked to the far right. The group, 
which has presented a litany of 
unsuccessful lawsuits against politi-
cians in the past, said in a statement 
on Wednesday that it had based its 
complaint on media reports and 

could not vouch for their veracity. 
While the court did not give details 
of the case, online news site El Con-
fidencial said it was related to her 
ties to several private companies 
that received government funding 
or won public contracts. Sanchez 
has said the move against his wife is 
part of a campaign of “harassment” 
against them both waged by “me-
dia heavily influenced by the right 
and far right” and supported by the 
conservative opposition. Sanchez 
has been vilified by right-wing oppo-
nents and media because his minor-
ity government relies on the sup-
port of the hard-left and Catalan 
and Basque separatist parties to 
pass laws. They have been espe-
cially angered by his decision to 
grant an amnesty to hundreds 
of Catalan separatists facing 

legal action over their roles in 
the northeastern region’s failed 
push for independence in 2017. 
That amnesty, in exchange for 
the support of Catalan sepa-
ratist parties, still needs final 
approval in parliament. The op-
position has since Wednesday 
mocked Sanchez’s decision to 
withdraw from his public du-
ties for a few days, dismissing 
it as an attempt to rally his sup-
porters. “A head of government 
can’t make a show of himself like 
a teenager and have eve ryone 
running after him, begging him 
not to leave and not to get angry,” 
the head of the main opposition 
Popular Party, Alberto Nunez 
Feijoo, said on Thursday.Sanchez, 
he said, had subjected Spain to 
“international shame”. 
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Zelensky urges US to speed
 up weapons deliveries

Zelenskiy said that vital U.S. weapons were starting to arrive in Ukraine 
in small amounts and that the process needed to move faster

foreigN DeSK

KYIV: President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy said on Monday 
that vital U.S. weapons were 
starting to arrive in Ukraine 
in small amounts and that 
the process needed to move 
faster as advancing Russian 
forces were trying to take 
advantage. Zelenskiy told 
a joint press conference in 
Kyiv alongside visiting NATO 
chief Jens Stoltenberg that 
the situation on the battle-
field directly depended on 
the speed of ammunition 
supplies to Ukraine. “Timely 
support for our army. Today 
I don’t see anything positive 

on this point yet. There are 
supplies, they have slightly 
begun, this process needs 
to be sped up,” he said. The 
United States passed a $61 
billion aid package last week, 
ending months of congres-
sional deadlock and raising 
hopes in Kyiv that its criti-
cally low stocks of artillery 
shells would soon be re-
plenished. Zelensky thanks 
US Senate for approving 
Ukraine aid Ukraine’s top 
commander said on Sunday 
his troops had pulled back 
from three villages in the 
east where Russian forces 
are on the offensive and grad-
ually taking ground. “The 
Russian army is now trying 

to take advantage of a situa-
tion when we are waiting for 
supplies from our partners… 
and that is exactly why the 
speed of deliveries means 
stabilising the front,” Zelen-
skiy said. “Russia is prepar-
ing for offensive actions,” he 
added. The Ukrainian leader 
also singled out the need for 
supplies of sophisticated Pa-
triot air defence launch sys-
tems that Kyiv wants to ob-
tain from its allies to counter 
Russia’s long-range missile 
and drone strikes. He said 
Kyiv had made some pro-
gress in obtaining supplies 
of missiles for the Patriot 
system, but that it was still 
working on the question of 

obtaining new launchers that 
fire the missiles. ‘Russian 
strikes kill 14 foreign mer-
cenaries’ Also on Sunday, 
Russia launched strikes at 
Riviera and Helen hotels in 
Mykolaiv (Nikolaev), where 
foreign mercenaries hired 
by Ukraine are staying, 
killing 14 of them and injur-
ing eight others, according 
to media reporters. “The 
eight injured were hospi-
talized … They are being 
accommodated separately 
from others. Two are in a 
serious condition and six 
have been stabilized. Re-
sistance saw at least 14 
dead people being trans-
ported to the morgue.

Türkiye to back 
Mark Rutte as next 

NATO chief
ANKARA : Türkiye has decided to back the candidacy of Dutch 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte as the next secretary-general of 
NATO, Turkish officials said Monday. Ankara told NATO it will 
support Rutte after the Dutch premier met with President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan in Istanbul last Friday, officials said. “NA-
TO’s southern wing needs Türkiye and its leadership,” Rutte 
told a joint news conference with Erdogan after their meeting. 
“Türkiye is a geopolitical actor with significant influence in the 
region. They’re working to help end the war in Gaza. They’re 
also making effort regarding the horrible war in Ukraine,” 
Rutte had remarked. Erdogan for his part had assured Tür-
kiye’s decision would be within “the framework of strategic 
wisdom and fairness” regarding the new NATO chief. Ankara 
expects the new head of the military bloc to “serve the needs 
and interests of allies” regarding counterterrorism and to take 
account of the “sensitivities of non-European Union member 
allies.” For Türkiye, counterterrorism largely includes the 
fight against the PKK and its offshoots, a terrorist group that 
has led a bloody insurgency against the Turkish state since the 
1980s, claiming more than 40,000 lives. It is recognized as a 
terrorist group in Türkiye, the United States and the Europe-
an Union. Ankara often condemns “relations” between the ter-
rorist group and certain NATO members as “unacceptable,” 
“a threat against member states” as well as “against the spirit 
of alliance.”—APP

ISLAMABAD: Mr.SM Tanvir Patron In Chief UBG former Provincial Minister Punjab hosted Lunch in honour of Miss Bushra Rehman President 
Pakistan Western Canada Trade Association,Mr Amir Mir,Mr Mansoor Qadir Former Punjab Ministers,Malik Sohail Hussain Chairman Coordination 

FPCCI & Secretary General PWCTA,Mr Zaki Ejaz Vice President & Zonal Chairman,Ms Qurat ul Ain Vice President FPCCI and Choudary Rashid  
former President Sahiwal CCI are also present in Lahore.—DNA

Misconceptions regarding development projects in Balochistan persist, a closer 
 examination reveals substantial progress on the ground
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During the meeting, matters of 
mutual interest and measures to 
further enhance bilateral defence 

cooperation were discussed
RAWALPINDI: His Excellency General Selcuk Bayraktar-
oglu, Commander Turkish Land Forces called on General 
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), Chief of Army Staff (COAS),  at 
General Headquarters, today.  During the meeting, mat-
ters of mutual interest and measures to further enhance 
bilateral defence cooperation were discussed.  Both sides 
expressed satisfaction over deep-rooted relations between 
the two countries, based on historic, cultural and religious 
affinity. COAS emphasized the need to further strengthen 
existing military to military cooperation between the two 
Armed Forces. The visiting dignitary appreciated the role 
of Pakistan Army in ensuring peace and stability in the 
region.  Earlier on arrival at GHQ, Commander Turkish 
Land Forces, laid floral wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada. A 
smartly turned out contingent of Pakistan Army present-
ed the guard of honour to the visiting dignitary. – DNA

Turkish land forces chief 
calls on COAS Asim Munir

Briefs
US, Britain 

urge Hamas 
to accept 

truce
DNa

LONDON : US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken 
on Monday urged Hamas 
to swiftly accept an Israeli 
proposal for a truce in the 
Gaza war and the release 
of Israeli hostages held by 
the Palestinian resistance 
group. Hamas negotiators 
were expected to meet Qa-
tari and Egyptian mediators 
in Cairo on Monday to deliv-
er a response to the phased 
truce proposal which Israel 
presented at the weekend.
“Hamas has before it a pro-
posal that is extraordinarily, 
extraordinarily generous on 
the part of Israel,” Blink-
en said at a meeting of the 
World Economic Forum in 
the Saudi capital Riyadh.
“The only thing standing 
between the people of Gaza 
and a ceasefire is Hamas. 
They have to decide and they 
have to decide quickly,” he 
said. “I’m hopeful that they 
will make the right decision.” 
Britain’s Foreign Secretary 
David Cameron, who was also 
in Riyadh for the WEF meet-
ing, also described the Israeli 
proposal as “generous”. It 
included a 40-day pause in 
fighting and the release of 
potentially thousands of Pal-
estinian prisoners as well as 
Israeli hostages, he told a 
WEF audience. “I hope Ha-
mas do take this deal and 
frankly, all the pressure in 
the world and all the eyes 
in the world should be on 
them today saying ‘take 
that deal’,” Cameron said.

Four jailed for 
life in former 
MQM-P MNA 
murder case

NAZir SiyAl

KARACHI: An anti-terror-
ism court in Karachi sen-
tenced four people accused 
of killing former Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P) lawmaker Ali Raza 
Abidi to life imprisonment.  
Announcing the verdict of the 
case, the court also imposed 
a fine of Rs100,000 on the 
four convicts.  The politician 
was murdered by unknown 
assailants in 2018 after they 
shot him multiple times out-
side his residence in Khaya-
ban-e-Ghazi neighbourhood of 
Defence Housing Authority. 
Abidi was immediately shift-
ed to PNS Shifa Hospital 
in critical condition, how-
ever, he succumbed to his 
wounds at the hospital. The 
slain MNA had sustained 
four bullets in the neck, arm 
and chest, according to the 
initial post-mortem report.
Abidi was elected as an 
MNA on MQM’s ticket in 
2013 general elections. He, 
however, joined the Paki-
stan faction of the party 
after it split into two fol-
lowing anti-Pakistan tirade 
by the party supremo Altaf 
Hussain during a telephonic 
address with party workers 
in Karachi in August 2016.
However, the lawmaker re-
signed from his National As-
sembly membership in No-
vember 2017 citing “political 
and personal reasons”. The 
resignation came days after 
Abidi announced quitting 
the MQM-P after it entered 
into an electoral alliance with 
PSP. He, however, later re-
joined the MQM-P in Decem-
ber 2017, before finally leav-
ing party in September 2018. 

IHC adjourns 
PTI founder’s 

bail plea
ISLAMABAD: The IHC on 
Monday adjourned hear-
ing of a bail petition of 
PTI founder in 190 million 
pounds Al-Qadir Trust scam 
case. IHC bench comprising 
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq 
and Justice Tariq Mehmood 
Jahangiri heard the bail 
petition. Defence lawyers 
Barrister Salman Safdar and 
Shehbaz Khosa appeared be-
fore the court, while National 
Accountability Court Pros-
ecutor Amjad Pervaiz could 
not attend the proceedings.
The defence lawyer adopted 
the stance that the court did 
not announce any decision 
in the bail petition despite 
conducting 10 hearings. 
The court observed that it 
would announce the verdict 
on next date of hearing if 
the  respondent’s lawyer 
did not appear. – APP

NADRA  
‘doorstep 
service’ 
bringing 

improvement 
DNa

ISLAMABAD: The  National 
Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA)  “door-
step service” is not only 
bringing improvement in 
the CNIC issuance system 
but also simplifies the pro-
cess. The differently-abled 
citizens can get their digital 
IDs without much distur-
bance through doorstep 
services, said an official of 
NADRA here Monday.
Talking to APP Muhammad 
Shakeel, said that effort 
highlights NADRA’s com-
mitment to inclusion and its 
strong dedication to provid-
ing CNICs at people’s door-
steps particularly those who 
have some physical issues 
or disability. The National 
Database and Registration 
Authority (NADRA) official, 
while giving a briefing to the 
press, said that the initiative 
is focusing on NADRA’s ob-
jective of empowering peo-
ple with disabilities.
He highlighted how the com-
munity will be a great benefi-
ciary of this service, ensuring 
the accessibility and diversity.  
He further said that the ob-
jective was first implemented 
in 2009, adding that Special 
CNIC services has long been 
recognized as an important 
tool in Pakistan to close the 
gap and guarantee the rights 
and benefits of PWDs.

PSX loses 
over 1,000 

points 
StAff report

KARACHI: Pakistan Stock 
Exchange (PSX) Monday 
slumped  as investors, grap-
pling  with uncertainty over 
the Monetary Policy Com-
mittee’s (MPC)  decision lat-
er in the evening preferred 
to hedge their bets by shed-
ding their stockholdings for 
profits, traders said. 
After getting off to an oth-
erwise flying start and top-
ping an intra-day high of 
73,300.75, the benchmark 
KSE-100 index lost 1,047.71 
points or 1.44 percent, to 
settle at 71,695.03 points.
During intra-day trading, the 
benchmark KSE-100 index 
fell 523.04 points or 0.72% 
to trade at 72,245.32 points 
as compared to the previous 
close of 72,742.75 points. 
SBP’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) kept the bench-
mark policy rate unchanged at 
22%, highlighting that the lev-
el of inflation was still ‘high’, 
with the recent geopolitical 
events having added.

Not aware of any PTI-
Establishment deal: Naqvi

“Ask them who are involved in the deal. I have no information 
regarding this,” Naqvi said in response to a question regarding the 
PTI-establishment deal while speaking to the media in Islamabad

MehtAB pirZADA

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi Monday said that he is unaware of 
any deal between the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) and the establishment.
“Ask them who are involved in the deal. I 
have no information regarding this,” Naq-
vi said in response to a question regarding 
the PTI-establishment deal while speaking 
to the media in Islamabad.
His remarks come as purported “talks” be-
tween the PTI and the establishment have 
been the talk of the town in recent days.
The narrative gained strength after PTI 
leader Shehryar Afridi while speaking dur-
ing TV programme Naya Pakistan, said that 
the party will hold “dialogue with the chief 
of army staff (COAS) and the director gen-
eral of the Inter-Services Intelligence (DG 
ISI) soon” instead of talking to “rejected 
people” who reached the parliament via 
“Form 47”.   “My leader doesn’t want any 
NRO. We want dialogue for the betterment 
of Pakistan,” Afridi said adding that PTI 
founder Imran Khan wanted to engage all 
stakeholders for a better country but he 

did not receive any response.
However, the PTI leader’s remarks were 
not the first instance reflecting the party’s 
intention to extend an olive branch as pre-

viously Khan himself has expressed his will-
ingness to engage in dialogue.
“For the last 19 months I’ve been saying 
that I’m ready to talk [...] I’m a politician,” 

the former prime minister told journalists 
in Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail in January.
Nevertheless, the ruling coalition compris-
ing the Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) has censured the PTI’s seemingly 
taking a “U-turn” on its policies calling it 
out for its previous hardline stance against 
negotiations. Speaking to the media out-
side Adiala jail after meeting incarcerated 
party founder, PTI Chairman Barrister Go-
har Khan ruled out any backdoor negotia-
tions with anyone. “[Although] PTI founder 
has nominated some party leader for hold-
ings talks, no dialogue is taking place as of 
now,” Gohar told the media today.
On the issue of the chairmanship of the 
Public Accounts Committee (PAC), the 
PTI chairman said that party leader Sher 
Afzal Marwat’s name is included in the list 
of those who have been nominated for the 
said post and that consultations are under-
way and that the name will be finalised by 
tomorrow. Commenting on the prospects 
of allowing those back into the party who 
had parted ways with the PTI, Gohar 
stressed that the party founder has the 
discretion to decide on the matter.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi inspecting 
Islamabad Traffic Police Facilitation on Wheels van in Islamabad. – DNA

Scotland's First Minister 
Humza Yousaf steps down

During the resignation speech, he paid an emotional tribute to his 
family saying: "I am in absolute debt to my wonderful wife, my beautiful 
children and my wider family for putting up with me over the years"

DNa

ISLAMABAD: Scotland's First Minister 
Humza Yousaf stepped down from his po-
sition amid facing a no-confidence motion 
Monday as the leader of the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) had earlier hinted to leave the 
office, according to BBC.   Media reports ear-
lier claimed that he was set to submit his resig-
nation as legislators decided to move forward to 
dethrone the 39-year-old. During the resignation 
speech, he paid an emotional tribute to 
his family saying: "I am in absolute 
debt to my wonderful wife, 
my beautiful children and my 
wider family for putting up 
with me over the years."
He also joked: "I'm afraid 
you'll be seeing a lot more 
of me from now, You are tru-
ly everything to me."

The SNP chief said he had "underestimated the lev-
el of hurt after ending a power-sharing deal with 
the Scottish Greens last week, however would 
be holding the position until a replacement is 
found.  At the conclusion of his speech Mon-
day, Yousaf said that he was so grateful and so 
blessed to have had the opportunity that so few 
get — to lead his country. "Who could ask for a 
better country to lead than Scotland?" he asked 

proudly before ending his speech.
The leader expected to face a vote of no-confidence 

this week. Yousaf has been serving as Scotland's 
first minister since March 2023. He was 

facing two no-confidence votes at 
Holyrood after he decided to 

withdraw from a coalition 
agreement and try to run a 
minority government.
Yousaf sacked the Scot-
tish Greens who have now 
joined hands with the op-
position to oust him.

K-Electric seeks 
Rs 18 per unit 
hike in tariff

DNa
KARACHI: The K-Electric is planning to 
shock consumers as the sole power utility 
in Karachi has sought the National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Authority’s (Nepra) 
permission to charge Rs18.86 per unit ad-
ditional fuel cost adjustment (FCA) from 
its consumers for the past seven months. 
According to details, the KE requested pro-
visional monthly fuel charge adjustments for 
the period from July 2023 to March 2024. In 
its application, the power distribution com-
pany sought Rs18.86 per unit increase in 
the FCA for the past seven months and sug-
gested Re0.29 decrease for the rest of the 
two months period. If the power regulator 
approves the KE’s plea, the total increase 
would be Rs18.57 per unit. Nepra has set 
May 9 as date for hearing the KE’s plea. Last 
month, Nepra allowed power distribution 
companies and the KE to collect an addition-
al Rs2.7492 per unit from power consumers 
on account of periodic adjustments for three 
consecutive months starting from April 
2024. The regulatory authority has author-
ised power companies to collect over Rs85.3 
billion from power consumers as an adjust-
ment for second quarter (Oct-Dec 2023). 

SBP maintains policy 
rate at 22 %

The current account recorded a 
sizable surplus in March 2024

BurAu report

KARACHI: The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) on Monday decided to main-
tain the status quo by keeping the key policy rate unchanged at 22% for the 
seventh time in a row. In its meeting today, the Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) noted that the macroeconomic stabilisation measures are contrib-
uting to considerable improvement in both inflation and external position, 
amidst moderate economic recovery.  "However, the MPC viewed that the 
level of inflation is still high. At the same time, global commodity prices ap-
pear to have bottomed out with resilient global growth," as per a statement 
issued following the meeting.  The MPC said recent geopolitical events have 
also added uncertainty about their outlook. Moreover, the upcoming budg-
etary measures may have implications for the near-term inflation outlook, it 
added.  On balance, the committee stressed on continuation of the current 
monetary policy stance to bring inflation down to the target range of 5 to 
7% by September 2025.  The MPC said data for the first half of the fiscal 
year 2024 suggested that economic activity is recovering at a moderate 
pace, led by strong rebound in the agriculture sector.  Moreover, the 
current account recorded a sizable surplus in March 2024, which helped 
to stabilise the SBP’s foreign exchange reserves despite substantial debt 
repayments and weak financial inflows, as per the communique.  "Third, 
inflation expectations of consumers inched up in April 2024, whereas 
those for businesses declined. And lastly, leading central banks particu-
larly in advanced economies have adopted cautious policy stance after 
noticing some slowdown in the pace of disinflation in recent months." 

Cheema for tapping 
Pakistan-Kazakhstan 

trade potential
DNa

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Ahad 
Khan Cheema on Monday highlighted the steady increase 
in bilateral trade volume between Pakistan and Kazakhstan, 
underscoring the need for further measures to fully tap the 
existing trade potential between two nations. He was talking 
to Ambassador of the Republic of Kazakhstan to Pakistan, 
Yerzhan Kistafin, who paid a courtesy call on him, according 
to an Economic Affairs Division (EAD) news release. The 
minister emphasized the longstanding bonds of brotherhood, 
cultural affinity and mutual respect shared between the two 
countries since the establishment of bilateral relations in Feb-
ruary 1992.  He stressed the importance of reciprocal visits by 
businessmen and investors to boost bilateral trade and invest-
ment opportunities. Minister Cheema He acknowledged the 
successful hosting of the 12th Session of Pakistan-Kazakhstan 
Joint Intergovernmental Commission (JIC), saying it would 
further fortify shared vision of growth and prosperity. 
Appreciating the signing of memorandums of understand-
ing on tourism and culture during the 12th Session of JIC, 
he stated that the people of Pakistan had a deep-rooted ap-
preciation for the rich and diverse culture of Kazakhstan. 
“We have seen a significant increase in the interest 
from Pakistani tourists to Kazakhstan in recent years. 
This surge in tourism reflects the genuine interest and 
fascination that our citizens have for Kazakh culture, 
heritage, and landscapes,” the minister said.  Cheema 
assured Ambassador Kistafin of Pakistan’s dedication to 
closely collaborate with the Government of Kazakhstan 
for further strengthening the bilateral relations between 
the two  nations.  On the occasion, Ambassador Kistafin 
reaffirmed Kazakhstan’s unwavering commitment to col-
laborating with Pakistan in priority areas such as trade, 
energy, agriculture, and regional connectivity. 


